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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which tl.l'e in an)'
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. "-~ COIL i. 4.

OUR ALL-PREVAILING ADVOCATE.
" We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus ChrtBt the Righteous."
-1 J ORN ii. 1.

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST is the Covenant Mediator between GOD
and men. All other mediation than His is a Satanic delusion,
whereby souls are led to destruction. The pretended mediation
of saints and angels is a counterfeit invention of ANTICHRIST, and is
a covert attack on the sufficiency and perfection of the High Priesthood of the SON OF GOD. No being can possibly fulfil the functions
of a Mediator between GOD and man who is not hinlself both GOD
and man, and is able, therefore, to lay his hand upon both. Consequently, no creature-angelic or human-is qualified to claim the
office of Advocate with the FATHER. The ascended and glorified
GOD-MAN is unique in His office. Only He Who is the Propitiation
for the sins of His people can make intercession for His redeemed
ones, for it is upon the ground of " His own blood" that He obtained
His place at the FATHER'S right hand. The intercession of CHRIST
is the complement of His sacrificial Priesthood. His distinguishing
Priestly act on earth was His offering Himself in sacrifice for the
redemption of His people; and His Priesthood in heaven is chiefly
manifested in His intercession for them, as redeemed. "By His
13
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own blood, He entered in once into the Holy Place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us" (Heb. ix. 12). Advocacy with the
FATHER is inseparable from expiation for sin, and the special value
of CHRIST'S intercession is found in the fact that it was He Himself
who made atonement for sin. It is noteworthy that the inspired
prophecy of ISAIAH identifies the intercession of CHRIST for transgressors with His atoning death. " He shall divide the spoil with
the strong; because He hath poured out His soul unto death; and
He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors" (Isa. liii. 12).
That intercession of His, which He pleaded on the cross, He to-clay
presents to the FATHER in virtue of His meritorious penal death.
It should not be overlooked that the advocacy of Him who is
the Propitiation for sins is said to be with" the FATHER." Thus,
it is in behalf of His brethren that" JESUS CHRIST, the Righteous
One" intercedes. It might, perhaps, have been expected by some
that" GOD" rather than" the FATHER" would have been the
designation employed in this Scripture. But the office of the
Advocate concerns the sins of believers. The Apostle distinguishes
this truth when, as a believer writing to believers-" fathers,"
"young men," and "little children "-he declares, "If any man
sin, WE have an Advocate with the FATHER." The whole question
of the guilt of sin, as between GOD and His believing people, was
settled and closed at the cross. CHRIST-the SIN-BEARER, endured
the penal wrath of GOD exhaustively, as the SUbstitute of the
Church-and He righteously and loyally" finished" transgression,
and" made an end of sins," by effecting reconciliation for iniquity,
and bringing in everlasting righteousness (Dan. ix. 24). Yet, while
the all-important question of the guilt of sin, as between GOD and
His elect people, was finally settled by CHRIST when He "became
a curse," believers do sin, grievously sin, as "children," and,
therefore, need an Advocate with their FATHER.
The idea of the office of the ADVOCATE, or PARACLETE, is that of
one who undertakes the cause of another to conduct it in strict accordance with truth and righteousness unto a successful and happy issue.
Oh, dear fellow-believers, it is a sad fact that though we have been
freely forgi:ven the foul guilt of sin., and owe it to the free grace of
the FATHER, and the blood of His dear SON, that we are to-day among
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the accepted, justified, adopted children of GOD, we are nevertheless
"sinners," and" if we say that we have not silmed, we make Him
a liar, and His Word is not in us." And when we sin, and our
disobedience is brought home to our consciences by the SPIRIT and
the Word, our fellowship with the FATHER and the SON is hindered,
our peace is clouded, and our joy is suspended. To practically
meet this abnormal condition of our spiritual life, the Advocacy of
the RIGHTEOUS ONE is, in grace, provided. To the LORD JESUS
CHRIST-in His Covenant office of ADVOCATE-the PSALMIST adoringly addresses himself when he exclaims, "Thou maintainest my
lot" (Ps. xvi. 5). He gratefully recognizes his entire dependence
on the intercession of the anointed MEDIATOR for restoration of soul
after relapse and failure, and practical sin. Surely, it comes of
CHRIST'S advocacy with the FATHER that godly sorrow exercises
the saints when they fall into sin! Repentance, contrition, and
confession follow on the sins of believers. JESUS did not wait for
SIMON PETER to fall ere He prayed for him, neither did He delay
until His fallen servant repented! As the late WILLIAM LINCOLN
once asked, "When did the LoRD JESUS wash the disciples' feet ~
Did He wash them when they asked Him ~ No; He washed
their feet before they asked Him"; and he proceeded, " Ah, we
little know the number of secret pardons coming from the heart of
the FATHER every time we fail; and when are we not failing ~
When are we walking in the full sunlight of GOD'S love ~ When are
we so quite happy and at home with GOD as He bids us be ~ Whenever we are not, there is unbelief, and what sin is there like unbelief ~
So, then, we see that there is this constant advocacy of the LORD
JESUS with our FATHER until we are brought into the presence of
GOD." It is the righteousness of the intercession of CHRIST which
gives it efficacy. His advocacy must needs always prevail because
He is Himself always righteous. The poor, depressed child of GOD,
whose conscience smites him as with whips and scorpions, finds
rest and comfort in this precious truth. What JESUS is explains
what JESUS does! As the RIGHTEOUS ONE He is "in the presence
of GOD for us " (Heb. ix. 24).
The late REV. SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE has a few pertinent and
interesting remarks, which may here be quoted. He says: "Mr.
R01>IAINE was for reading the words thus, 'If any of us, who have
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fellowship with the FATHER and the SON, sin, we have an
ADVOCATE with the FATHER.' Most certain it is, this is the
ApOSTLE'S meaning.
Every man that sinneth doth not
belong to our LORD JESUS CHRIST; such as do not will
everlastingly perish in their sins. It is only those for whom
CHRIST became their Sacrifice who have Him for their
ADVOCATE. And He is their ADVOCATE against their adversary,
who is the DEVIL. It is the DEVIL who pleads against them.
CHRIST pleads for them. He does this with the FATHER. It is in
consequence of sin committed CHRIST pleads on the behalf of His
clients. We are they? He does not plead on the behalf of sin.
No! Nor does He plead for it. Yet, He pleads on behalf of His
sinning people; not to extenuate their crime, be they what they
may. He pleads on the behalf of His people, when they are fallen
by their iniquity; so that neither the words nor the doctrine of
this Scripture contains the least encouragement for sin. I have
thought good to express this for the following reason-that so it
is, we are prone to suspect the free grace of GOD: to think we may
make too free with such a Scripture as this; that to allow it possible
for a real believer to commit sin, will have a dangerous tendency.
Hence, we are for avoiding such a passage as this. Or, if it be
taken as the foundation of a discoUI"se, to say as little about sin
and sinning as possible. Beloved, we should aim to unfold our
text; or why do we take one ~ And this, here before us, does not
concern sinners, it belongs to saints; nor does it even suit them
when they are in the mount of high and exalted fellowship with
GOD. It suits them when the DEVIL has broken in upon them:
when sin has prevailed over them: when they have been actually
overcome by their inherent corruptions, and cannot but cry out,
'We have sinned!' ... I am not going to particularize what is
to be understood and comprehended here by 'sin,' yet I must so
understand it, treat, and explain it, as comprehending every sinful
case of the called people of the MOST HIGH GOD. Let their sins be
what they may, after they are called with an hoiy calling, we must
understand the passage before us as designed by the ApOSTLE to
be a grand catholicon for them all. Let their personal sins be
what they may, none of them must be left out, unless we are unwilling to have a complete CUI"e for all our spiritual maladies. It

•

The Gospel Magazine.

1!J7

belongs to all the saints. It is' thus directed unto them-' My
little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And
if any man sin, we have an ADVOCATE with the FATHER, JESUS
CHRIST the righteous.' "
The blessed tie that unites the DIVINE ADVOCATE with
His frail and needy clients is love. This gracious ADVOCATE
is one who is deeply "touched with the feeling of our
infirmities." Our consolation is found in this vital truth. Thus
are we relieved from the malicious accusations of "the ACCUSER
of the brethren," and from the bondage ot our troubled consciences.
Were it not that He Who is our INTERCESSOR within the veil is
JESUS CHRIST, the righteous, the most advanced saint on earth
would have ground to despair. When CHRIST, as the SURETY of
the Everlasting Covenant, undertook the cause of those whom the
FATHER gave into His hands finally to present faultless before His
presence, He laid Himself under an irrevocable bond to do everything that was necessary for that object. Amongst the things
needful for the salvation of His people was that of keeping them by
His power holy and undefiled unto the end. His intercession is
their preservation; and if He " ever live" to make righteous inteI"cession for them, they must always be safe! His presence in the
glory is an unimpeachable pledge that they, too, shall enter in.
"Because I live, ye shall live also." ." Where I am, there shall
,
My servant be."
THE EDITOR.
Christ lovely in the eyes of others, by adorning His Gospel,
and" walking worthy of Christ." It is an honour to a master to have
good servants. And how doth it proclaim Christ to be lovely and
glorious, when they that profess Him are eminent for piety. Christ
appears lovely in the holy lives of His people.-Watson.
THE work of Christ is an overthrowing, overturning work: the work
of Christ is to slay, strip, and undo men; to strip them of all conceit
of themselves, to lay them flat to the earth, to equal and level them
with the worst of men. The work of the devil is to build up man in
his own wisdom, in his own strength, to make him something, to cry
Peace, Peace to him, when there is no peace; to put wrath far away,
and to tell him he is thus and thus, he hath such love, and charity, and
meekness, and conformity to the will of Christ, and therefore fear not,
none of these things shall happen to thee.-Webstel'.
RENDER

,
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GROUNDLESS FEARS AND DOUBTS.
" And they said among themselves, Who shall roll ttS away the stone
from the door of the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw
that the stone was rolled away, for it was great."-lI'lARK xvi. 3, 4.

THERE is something exquisitely touching in the groundless anxiety
of those holy women mentioned in the first verse of our chapter,
who;" very early in the morning" of the day of Christ's resurrection
set out for the sepulchre with a burden of " sweet spices" to anoint
the dead body of their beloved Lord and lI'laster. They were,
indeed, bent on an errand of true-hearted devotion to the memory
of their crucified Redeemer. But they were too late to fulfil their
self-imposed mission. For, the sacred body of .Jesus-His lim:ng
body-had received its anointing at the tender hands of lI'lary of
Bethany days ago! He HimseH had declared of the "pound of
spikenard, very costly," on the occasion when He accepted Mary's
loving service-" Against the day of My burying hath she kept
this" (John xii. 3-8). The sister of Lazarus had, by anticipation,
discharged the office of love to her blessed Lord, and had had the
peculiar satisfaction of ministering joy to His sorrowful heart by
lavishing her last offering upon His body, while He was yet
alive! No doubt she was more deeply instructed in the Gospel
mysteries of Christ's death and resurrection than Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of J ames, and Salome. Each of these gracious
women, however, acted according to the spiritual knowledge she
possessed; each served, or sought to serve, according to her several
ability. The motive which actuated her of Bethany and the three
holy women on the morning of the resurrection sprang from a
common source, namely, the love they bore to the person of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The service of the sister of Lazarus was marked
by greater spiritual intelligence than that of the poor troubled
ones who felt that on the performance of their devoted purpose
lay the "very great" stone that-they thought-sealed up their
Saviour's tomb. Fears and doubts are generally associated with
uninstruction in the truth of God's Word. Jesus had repeatedly
foretold His resurrection "on the third day" after His death.
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Hence, the mistake of those loving hearts. They sought the Living
One among the dead. Had they remembered the resurrection
words of the Lord Jesus, they would have experienced no apprehension about the rolling away of the stone from the door of the
sepulchre. Their fears were wholly unjustified. And, dear fellowbelievers, how many of your fears and mine regarding things to
come are equally groundless and blameworthy! This sad fact
brings to one's mind the following truthful stanzas-lines which
every child of God before whose eyes they come will sincerely and
feelingly endorse :" What poor weeping ones were saying
Nineteen hundred years ago,
We, the same weak faith betraying,
Say in our sad hours of woe;
Looking at some trouble lying
In the dark and dread unknown,
We too often ask with sighing,
'Who shall roll away the stone 1 '
" Thus with care our spirits crushing,
When they might from care be free,
And in joyous song outgushing
Rise in rapture, Lord, to Thee;
For, before the way was ended,
Oft we've had with joy to own
Angels have from heaven descended
, And soon rolled away the stone.'
" Many a storm-cloud sweeping o'er us
Never pours on us its rain,
Many a grief we see before us
Never comes to cause us pain,
Oft-times in the feared' to-morrow'
Sunshine comes-the cloud has flown ;
Ask not, then, in foolish sorrow, Who shall roll away the stone 1 '
" Burden not thy soul with sadness,
Make a wiser, better choice;
Drink the wine of life with gladness,
God doth bid thee, man, ' rejoice.'
In to-day's bright sunshine basking,
Leave to-morrow's cares alone;
Spoil not present joys by asking, Who shall roll away the stone 1 ' "
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Most instructive are these truthful lines ! They breathe thoughts
that often pass through the minds of every experienced child of
God as he pursues his Zionward path day by day. Oh, brethren
beloved, have not thousands of our forebodings proved to be utterly
unwalTanted? And were they not altogether unworthy of our
trust in the Word and Promises of our loving, faithful, heavenly
FATHER? Everything in the public and private teaching of the
Lord Jesus, of old, plainly and pointedly pre-signified His rising
from the dead on the third day. But the forgetfulness of His
disciples caused difficulties and created doubts in their minds, so
that when the trial of faith arose, poor, frail human nature began
to reason, and to wonder whence help could be found. "Wlw
shall roll us away the stone?" Faith and nature view things from
distinctly opposite standpoints. Faith credits God's truth and
promises even in the darkest hour. Reason operates only in the
sphere of the visible. Faith looks "not at the things which are
seen, but at the things that are not seen" (2 Cor. iv. 18). The
Church of God walks by faith, not by sight" (2 Cor. v. 7). And
that which is true of faith is likewise true of hope. As the Apostle
Paul has by inspiration written: "For we are saved in hope:
but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth
he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we
with patience wait for it" (Rom. viii. 24, 25). What we need,
therefore, is that faith and hope should be well nourished with
the Word of God's precious Truth. If His Word" dwell" in us
" richly," our manifold fears and doubts will be~weakened, and will
exercise our hearts and minds less painfully. The love of God, as
revealed in His Word, when shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, " casts out fear." That is really the normal condition of a
soul who, in the fellowship of the Father and the Son, walks in
the light.
Oh, brethren, let us seek to be ruled and guided more
constantly by the sure Word of our God. For then we shall be
preserved from stumbling at things as they appear to the eye of
sense. Our hearts, too, will be relieved of many an unnecessary
burden. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is
stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee." To the same
character the exhortation is addressed-" Be not afraid of sudden
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fear." True and sweet are the thoughts of WILLIAM
this experience ;" Why those fears ~ behold, 'tis Jesus
Holds the hehn and guides the ship;
Spread your sails, and catch the breezes
Sent to waft us through the deep
To the regions
.
Where the mourners cease to weep.
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"Led by" Christ, we brave the ocean;
Led by Him, the storm defy;
Calm amidst tumultuous motion,
Knowing that our Lord is nigh:
Waves obey Him,
And the storms before Him fly.
" Rendered safe by His protection,
We shall pass the watery waste;
Trusting to His wise direction,
We shall gain the port at last!
And with wonder,
Think on toils and dangers past.
" Oh, what pleasures there await us,
There the tempests cease to roar:
There it is that those who hate us
Cau molest our peace no more:
Trouble ceases
On that tranquil, happy shore! "

Cli/ton.

J. O.

GOD waits to be gracious to His people; He waits for opportunities
that He may do His people good in the best season; but He doth not
llit still all that while, "He hath prepared His throne for judgment"
(Ps. ix. 7), "and He hath prepared the instruments of death for His
enemies" (Ps. vii. 13). He is preparing the mercy for His people,
and them for the mercy.-Case.
WHENEVER God regenerates any man, and constitutes him a new
creature, the man hath a new eye to see, an ear to hear, and all sorts
of new senses to take in all sorts of spiritual things, as the Spirit shall
be pleased to reveal them to him. He no sooner opens an eye but he
finds himself to be come into a new world, and to be environed with
new objects. Thus they are prepared for him and he for them; and
hence it comes to pass that he hath an eye to see, and an ear to hear,
and a heart to understand such things as never from the beginning of
the world entered into the heart of mau; no, not of Adam in his first
creation.-Goodwin.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Follow peace with all men, and holiness.; without which no man shall
see the Lord."-HEB. xii. 14.

PEACE well becomes them who are called to be sons and daughters
of "the Prince of Peace; " either in their calling as members in a family,
or citizens of their nation, "peace with all men" is enjoined. How
much more in the visible Church of God! Peace among the liviug
family in Zion is well-pleasing to their Heavenly Father, Who is called
"the very God of Peace." It is equally pleasing to God the Son,
Who came to this earth of ours to bring that peace; and it is likewise
honouring to the Holy Spirit, whose fruit it is, even " the peaceable
fruits of righteousness." The Covenant made between the Three
Persons in the adorable Trinity was a covenant of Peace, and which
set forth the Man, in the fulness of time to be "The Peace" of His
people. Peace is thus brought about by the precious blood of Jesus,
and consequently inseparable from" holiness, without which no man
shall see the Lord." Holiness is attained none other way. "Without
the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins." Alas! the awful
delusion and folly of those who are vaiuly endeavouring to patch
up the old nature, "eradicating sin," and living a life of perfection
in the flesh! Sooner or later they will awaken to their delusion,
if God iu His great mercy do not make them to see their error
and flee as poor, guilty, needy, undone sinners to a Holiness not their
own, a Holiness none but the Sinless Lamb of God can give them, aud
in Whose nature alone they can "see God." Such was the word of Jesus
when upon earth, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God." What a promise to that little flock! despised and rejected
like their Master, treated as the world's offscouring! "See God" !
And yet Moses said under divine inspiration, "Who is like unto Thee,
o Lord, among the gods ~ Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises, doing wonders ~" Jehovah! dwelling in the light
whereunto no man may approach, glorious in holiness! and yet
delighting to see His children" brought nigh" by the precious blood
of His dear Son!
How does the inspired writer of Psalm xcix. exult in the holiness
of J ehovah. How does he glory in setting Him forth, as the reigning
Lord, as the great God in Zion, and that" He is high above all people."
" Let them praise Thy great and terrible name, for it is holy." . . . .
" Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool, for He is
holy." . . . "Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His holy hill,
for the Lord our God is holy." His name holy; the worship at His
footstool necessarily holy; His dwelling-place holy and Himself holy!
These are all true but awful declarations. "Without holiness, no man
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shall see the Lord"; and yet I am undone, vile, sinful, utterly unworthy
to approach that unsullied 'Being whom Daniel in vision saw, "whose
garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head like the pure
wool; His throne, was like the fiery flame, and His wheels as bnrning
fire."

How can I, who am but sinfnl dust and ashes, then, " give thanks
at the remembrance of His holiness," and worship that great and
terrible Name which is holy, and dare to approach Him Who stands
emapt in purity, before Whom angels and archangels veil their very
faces with their wings, and cry out" Unclean, unclean," and ascribe
unto His name, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole
earth is full of His glory " ~
Nothing but the holiness of Another will fit me for His Presence.
" A robe I must have," cried Berridge, "of one whole piece, broad as
the law, spotless as the light, and richer than an angel ever wore, even
the robe of Christ's righteousness." In that robe covered, clothed,
justified, I may sing with the poet,~,

J esns, Thy blood and righteousness
My glory are, my beauteous dress i
'Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall I Im up my head."

Jesus is that perfect sinless One within the veil, our great Forerunner,
for His followers entered, and through Whom we are presented, and
receive in this time-state all the love and blessing which alone can come
through and of His finished work.
.Jesus! How one loves to linger over the very Name! His Godgiven name, because "He shall save His People from their sins."
" His nature," wrote Mr. Fowler in 1815, "was pure without a stain
or spot, the holy, the harmless, the undefiled and separate from sinners,
and the obedience performed through His infinite love was just what
the law required. It was a love with' all the heart, mind and str,ength,'
it sprang from and was actuated by a good motive; He breathed
holiness with every breath; his soul was the birthplace of holiness,
a fountain from whence it flowed without intermission; glory, bright
unclouded glory to God, was transparent in every thought. His every
word was an oracle of truth, and extended to the uttermost stretch
of the law, both towards God and man, and each word was an eternal
declaration of its sinless perfection; His every action was a comment
on the righteousness and holiness of the law."
Now it behoves us to ask ourselves, our own souls, Am I thus hidden
in Christ J esus ~ Is He, in the Person of His holiness, my hope before
God and the one Object of my love, and esteem, and desire ~ Is He
my great High Priest within the veil ~ Is He my Advocate before
the Throne ~ Am I in my dear Redeemer's hands ~ Did He finish
the work for me, and does His blood speak up yonder for me before
the mercy-seat, where all His children's prayers are passed through
His high-priestly hands to the Father ~ Is He my only Hope; the
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end of all my expectation; the source of all my joy; and the only
way through which I expect to stand, when faith is lost in sight, before
His Presence! It is related in one of our contemporaries how, "A
clergyman once asked a humble, illiterate member of his congregation
how she was converted. She replied that it was through hearing the
words, ' As the Lord of Hosts liveth before Whom I stand.' The
clergyman remarked that they were striking words, but did not see
how they could have led to conversion. 'Don't you see, sir ! ' was
the reply, "Before Whom I stand." I felt myself standing before
God. The consciousness of His Presence is an awful reality out of
Christ; but in Him and His completed salvation we may stand without
fear, since we are covered in C'hrist's righteousness, justified from all
things.' "
.. Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay?

l)

Now what does this holiness mean beyond the all-important qnestion
of our standing in Christ! It means holiness of life, of action, of
worship, of service. "Be ye holy, for I am holy." He requires holiness
in worship. "Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness." He will
establish His Kingdom in holiness; even in " The mountain of holiness."
They that dwell in His house must be holy. "Holiness becometh
Thine house for ever, 0 Lord," and as priests and kings unto God,
they are consecrated to the holy office, and have on their foreheads
inscribed" Holiness to the Lord." Thus they" serve Him in holiness,"
they are brought into fellowship with Him who is " declared to be the
Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of Holiness."
As
servants of God, the same apostle reminds them, they have their" fruit
unto holiness"; their" new man is created in righteonsness and
true holiness." Their hearts are" stsblished lillblameable in holiness
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesns Christ,
with all His saints." They have bee "called llllto holiness," separated
by being made" partakers of His holiness."
These precions statements are very searching, very solemn, but
very full of comfort to the child of God, who, having been taught his
own state by nature, and how all his own righteousness is as " filthy
rags," has the merits and holiness of Jesus alone to plead as the
all-prevailing plea before the throne. Thus covered, hid, re-created,
brought into Zion's family, "a new creature in Christ Jesus," "born
from above," each one shall be at last presented to the Father" with
joy unspeakable and full of glory." The Father is well-pleased with
His dear Son. He looks not beyond Him, and the Church is hidden
in Christ, and shall one day be declared mauifestedly, what He now
declares of her as He sees her in Hinlself : " Thou art all fair, My love.
There is no spot in thee."
tl

Thou wilt to wondering worlds ditplay
That Thou with us art one. H

R.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "
ZECHARIAH ix. 17.
" FOR how great is His goodness, and how great is His beauty! corn
shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids." Great
is Jehovah's goodness to His people, pardoning their manifold
transgressions! "Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth
iniquity, and passeth by the transgressions of the remnant of His
heritage 1 He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth
in mercy" (Micah vii. 18). When the Holy Spirit leads us on to
confession of our sins, then the precious blood of Christ flows to cleanse
all our unrighteousness, in harmony with the teaching of the New
Testament. "Blessed be the Lord, my strength, which teacheth my
hands to war, and my fingers to fight; my goodness, and my fortress"
(Ps. cxliv. 1, 2).
I have no righteousness in me; but in Christ I have righteousness
imputed to me. "How great is His beauty!" yet the despised of
man! We, however, esteem Him the Chiefest among ten thousand
and altogether lovely! "The eorn shall make the young men
cheerful "-" I write unto the young men, because ye have overcome
the wicked one "-" I have written unto yOlUlg men, because ye are
strong, and the Word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome
the wicked one" (1 John ii. 13, 14). The death of the Surety is as
cheerfulness to the" young men." They know that if their Substitute
had not died for them, they must have perished eternally in their sins.
The" maids" are virgins with whom Christ's love is better than wine.
" For I have espoused you to one Husband, that I may present you
as a chaste virgin to Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 2).
Leicester.
MARY.
THE LAST ADDRESS GIVEN BY THE LATE MR. HENRY
WELCHMAN AT ALMA ROAD CHAPEL, CLIFTON,
DEC. 15TH, 1907, ON 2 CHRON.

VII.

1-3.

THERE can be no question, beloved in the Lord, that we as His children
realize much more of His presence at one time than at another in our
lives. We see it all through the Bible, we know it in our own experience. You remember that when the Tabernacle was made, and
everything set in order, that then the glory of the Lord filled the
Tabernacle. So here, the Temple is finished, and the glory of the Lord
fills the Temple. When the body of Christ was first formed on the Day
of Pentecost, the glory of the Lord filled that temple; and afterwards
we read in Acts, that although the Lord was always present with His
people, He was more manifestly present at one time than at another.
We read how, when they were met together for prayer, the place was
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shaken, and again" they were all filled with the Holy Ghost." And
when gathered like this, I have sometimes so realized the presence of
God, that my whole being has trembled with it, and like these priests,
I could say nothing, but was just overwhelmed, just overpowered with
the presence of the Lord. It is not always so, but I long for more of
this.
And I believe if the Lord enable us now to read through chapter v. it
will be a help to us, for we shall see the Divine principles upon which
He is pleased to manifest His presence.
1. "All the work . . . was finished," according to the pattern which
God had given to David. Solomon had been strictly obedient. And
that is the first lesson we have to learn, that if we would know and
enjoy more of the conscious presence and love of our Lord, we must
be carefully obedient to every precept which He has given.
2. "Solomon brought in all the things that David his father had
dedicated" (see 1 Chron. xxviii., xxix). A very important principle.
" Bring ye all the tithes," etc. (Mal. iii. 10).
3. They had a very great desire that God would graciously accept
the house which they had prepared, and that He would take possession
of it; and perhaps it entered into their minds that He would fill it
with His glory. But they knew very well that they must present sacri·
fices before God (v. 6). And if we really desire'much of the presence
and blessing and favour of the Lord, . . . we have to bring Christ
the crucified One before our God, as our only hope, as our joy, our
delight.
4. " And the priests brought in the Ark "-type of Christ. And if
we, as children of God, would 1.'now more of His presence and blessing,
we must give to our Lord Jesus Christ His proper place. It is a very
high place we have to give Him. We read of Him in the bosom of
the Father, in the centre of the Divine affection, that is His place. In
the midst of the throne on high He is, the very centre of majesty and
glory and power; the very centre of the worship of heaven; and in
the midst of the seven candlesticks" the church on earth, He is. "There
am I in the midst,"-the Leader, Ruler, and Guide of all, that is His
place. 0 beloved, are we giving Him His rightful place in our lives,
in our hearts' affections? Just now, let every.heart here, in the
presence of God, give to our Lord Jesus Christ His rightful place,
Lord of all.
5. And it seems to me that the priests came out of the Temple that
they might leave it to God; they would stand aside, and let God have
possession. And for us the principle is very important, to let every
one take care not to stand in God's way.
6. "The trumpeters and singers were as one." And the Lord
hearkened and heard that united song of the whole people, as with
one heart and one voice they Ullited together to praise Him. "Then
the house was filled with a cloud, . . . so that the priests could not
stand to minister, . . . for the glory of the Lord had filled the house
of God."
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XX.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Continued from page 146.)
THE passage through the Red Sea is by our gracious author reckoned
for a pre-Sinaitic sacrament. It may, indeed, justly be called a type
of the great Redemption by the most precious blood of the true Paschal
Lamb, but scarcely a sacrament, for a sacrament seems rather a
Divine Institution than a Divine deliverance such as this was. Yet
we may be allowed to linger over this glorious bringing of the captive
people to freedom.
Moses has been censured by the perverse folly of some modern critics
for taking the longer route to the Red Sea, but this censure really falls
upon the all-wise God, for it is expressly said, " God led them," that
the Lord went before them (Ex. },.iii. 17 and 21). The reason for this
leading of the people is given in the inspired Word itself, and it is
amply sufficient to show the folly of those who would be wiser than
God Himself! Had the chosen people, newly emancipated from their
captivity, encountered, while also unarmed, * the disciplined forces
of the Philistines, their faith and hope, always so slender, might have
utterly failed. I" God intends them wars hereafter," says good Bishop
Hall, " but after some longer breathing. His goodness so orders all,
that eviL9 are not ready for us till we be ready for them."
Thus the people were shut in, the mountains being on either side,
for Pi-hahiroth probably signifies the mouth of rocky defiles, if, indeed,
"Pi" is not the Egyptian article, and the name simply" the defiles."
This place, in which they were now completely hemmed in-the deep
waters of the sea in front, the wilderness behind affording au easy
approach for Pharaoh's chariots of iron, and the precipitous rocks on
either side-was over against Baal-zephon, which probably means
the Lord Typhon, or the place Typhon, and tb:is is the name of the
Egyptian god, who was the personification of evil-an ominous name
to the escaping people, and doubtless an inspiring name to the idolatrous
host of their pursuers. t Migdol may have been another menace to
their hopes, for it implies that a town or fortress existed there, garrisoned
by troops of the royal army of Egypt.
',ve can now perhaps realize how intense was the fear, how extreme
the danger, of the fugitive people. The more infinitely does God get
Him honour in their deliverance. And yet Bishop Hall exclaims
with truth, "0 God, Thy patience was more wonderful than Thy
..:t The Hebrew for" ha.rnessed tl seems rather to mean (Ex. xii. 11) 11 with
their loins girded. Jl Some suppose it means I1 five in a. rank, I) or in fiye divisions.
When Israel fought with Amalek, they had heen .. armed" with the spoil of the
dead Egyptians.
t Cf. the 11 Targum of Palestine I) on Ex. xiv. 2.

•

208

The Gospel Magazine.

deliverance." Still, who can reproach the Israelites, if they cried unto
the Lord, if even, as their perverse and ungrateful malmer too often
was, they cried against Moses, their God·sent deliverer 1 Their position
was so desperate that their terror knew no bounds. How easily do
we also forget the Divine interpositions of mercy, when some new
extremity comes upon us! How true it is that Divine providences
cannot by themselves create faith, but only the grace, supernaturally
creating, of God the Spirit of life. This, at least, we may notice here;
and it is a very certain and convincing evidence of the inspiration
of the Pentateuch, that its five books, received with the reverent
worship of the Jewish people during all the centuries of their national
existence-an existence begun at the Exodus-should so little spare
the susceptibilities of that proud and self-righteous nation as to publish,
in these very books, all their repeated failures of faith, courage, and
common gratitude.
Now it is not a little remarkable that God's words to Moses,
" Wherefore criest thou unto Me 1 Speak unto the children of Israel,
that they go forward," were spoken immediately after his brave and
faithful words of encouragement had been said: * "Fear ye not;
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will shew
you to·day; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall
see them again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you,
and ye shall hold your peace." How can this be understood 1 Only
thus, it would seem. Before the people Moses carries a calm and
tranquil face, that no symptom of fear may discourage them.
When he turns from them to God, all the trembling of the human
heart is uttered, for is not this Moses" after all" only man 1 As" the
shepherd of His flock" (Isa. !xiii. 11), he was indeed a type of that
true Shepherd of Whom those words of infinite and impenetrable
mystery are said and written (Heb. v. 7), and this may be dimly
shadowed forth-though how distantly-in the agonized prayer of
Moses. But it is time that we briefly' gather together the typical
resemblances of this passage through the Red Sea, in which St. Paul
says, the ancient Covenant people" were baptized unto Moses."
It has always been understood in the Christian Church, that Moses
in this Exodus, as Joshua after in the Eisodos, or entrance into the
Land of Promise, was a type of Christ opening the way from the
servitude of sin and the tyranny of Satan unto freedom (John viii.
36), and unto the redeemed soul's spiritual journeying through this
world, now become a wilderness, to the perfect rest.
The Red Sea does not then, nor can it, signify burial-though it is
allowed that there was a going down of 1'I10ses and the people into its
depths,-so much as the great redemptive act of the self-oblation on
the cross, into which precious death the believing soul is baptized,
and by which atonement the soul is redeemed. Our Lord's blessed
* The Targum has, " And the Word of the Lord said, How long standest
thou praying before Me? I1
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burying was, indeed, necessary as the final end of His humiliation,
and as a certifying and seal of His true death; but the redemption
itself was that passing of His Soul, in Whom we died, through the dark
waters of the Eternal Curse, imaged under the tempestuous waters
of the Red Sea. Yet here the type fails, as types always must fail,
for Moses was only sprinkled with the spray of the stormy but bridled
waters, even as the Israelites in that baptism also were.* In
the antitypical fulfilment the Victim-Shepherd mourns in those
words of the Psalms of the Passion, full of a Divine and Human
sorrow, that none but His own heart could ever sound or fathom (Ps.
Ixix. 1-2; !xxxviii. 16-18), while the flock pass through, by the passage
of His merits, dry-shod. Yes, even the weakliest, the babes and
children, of whom the words are sung in the song of Moses and of
the Lamb, that shall be sung by the redeemed through the ages of
Eternity :-" Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast
redeemed; Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy
habitation" (comp. also Ex. xv. 12 with 1 Cor. xv. 54). The time of the
consummation of this great deliverance, when God looked forth upon
the host of the Egyptians-the type of Satan, our adversary-is worthy
of all remembrance; "in the morning watch." Was not the morning
watch the very hour of the deliverance of the Church, the election of
grace, the Covenant people of the Most High, the pilgrim host of God,
when, for their sakes, Jesus "rose early in the morning," that they
might be eternally justified in Him 1 And, yet again, as He, Who
had been praying in the mOlmt, while His face was sprinkled with
the drops of the same storm that troubled the ship in which the
disciples trembled and toiled upon the tempestuous sea, came to them
in the fourth watch of the night, will He not so come after His intercession, in which His heart is able to be touched with the feeling of
our sorrow, just at the hour, the darkest before the dawn 1 Then all,
for whom He passed through the deep waters of the curse at Golgotha,
shall be instantly (1 Thess. iv. 17) brought in peace to the haven
where they would be (John vi. 17-21), and then shall the song
of the Triumphant Church, redeemed by His blood, quickened in His
life-giving death, justified in His merit, become the song indeed of
Moses (Ex. xv.) and of the Lamb :"I will sing unto the Lord, for He hath triumphed gloriously;
the horse and his rider hath He thrown into the sea.
" The Lord is my strength and song, and He is become my salvation."
Or, as St. John has written: "And I heard as it were the voice of a
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of
mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia; for the Lord God Omnipotent
reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him, for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself
ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine
• Comp. Mark x. 39.
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linen, clean and white; for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints" (Rev. xix. (Hl).
Of " the itinerary sacraments" of the Covenant people, our devout
authot says:-.
" The cloudy and fiery Pillar is the first, and this is first mentioned
when Israel had gone two days' journey, and were come to Etham, at
the edge of the wilderness. The Creator of it was peculiarly the Lord;
Hence it is called His Cloud. The minister of it, Moses; they were
baptized by Moses in the cloud. The matter of it was extraordinary
and miraculous, for it was a cloud by day, and a fire by night. And
sometimes one side of it was a dark cloud and the other side a bright
light at the same time; as when it came between the camps of the
Israelites ·and of the Egyptians. The form of it was unusual, viz.,
like a pillar, hence called a pillar of fire and cloud. Probably this
Pillar was of a pyramidal form, narrow towards the top 'but broad
towards the base, that it might cover the whole camp of Israel, and
fully enlighten the whole camp in the night season, for it is said, "He
spread a cloud for a covering, and fire to enlighten the night." Thus
the cloud and fire were spread abroad, and yet it was still a pillar.
The motion of it was also miraculous. It was not driven, as other
clouds, to and fro with the wind, but moved in a staid course before
Israel night and day; and probably was very near unto them, and
not suspended up on high; and hence they are said to be "baptized
in the cloud."* And when the tabernacle was erected, it hung
over it, more especially when they were to go, or rested on the
tabernacle when they were to rest. The end and use of it was various
and mysterious, viz., to guide and conduct the Israelites night and
day, in the way wherein they were to journey through the wilderness
to the Promised Land. The Pillar went before them to lead them
all along. When it moved night or day they moved; when it rested,
they rested; what way it turned, they turned; and in the night season
it enlightened their paths as well as directed their journeyings. After
the Tabernacle was erected, the resting of the Pillar there commanded
their rest; the taking of it up from the Tabernacle directed their
journeying. It. was also given at first to guard and protect them
from the violence of their enemies, Pharaoh and the Egyptian armies,
pursuing them to destroy them. Therefore the Pillar, that went before
Israel, came behind them, interposing between the Israelites and
Egyptians, being light to those, but darkness to these. It protected
them also from the scorching heat of the sun above, in the dry and
parching wilderness, that the camp of Israel should not faint nor be
dissolved with the glare and heat.
Therefore God spread a cloud
for a covering, to evidence His special and peculiar Presence t with
them for their defence and protection in their journey. This Moses
• May it not have distilled the dew on which the Manna lay? (Ex. xvi. 14,
Hos. xiv. 5.)
t The .. Targum of Palestine" calls it "The glory of the Shekinsh of the
Lord."
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intimates in his prayer: " They have heard that Thou, Lord, art among
this people, that thou, Lord, art seen face to face, and that Thy cloud
standeth over them, and that Thon goest before them, by day time
in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night." As soon as
the Tabernacle was erected, the Pillar descended upon the Tabernacle,
denoting His special presence there, to direct and protect His
Tabernacle. This cloud was, moreover, a means wherein sometimes
God did speak His will and pleasure to His people. " He spake unto
them in the cloudy pillar." To Moses He directed His speech, appearing in the pillar of the cloud, that stood over the door of the Tabernacle.
Now as the Lord often spake to them in a cloud or out of a cloud, so
He expressed Himself more darkly and obscurely under the Old
Testament, but now with open face under the New Testament. By
this cloud also there was signified the same thing for substance to them,
that baptism doth now signify to us, viz., washing from sin and
salvation from the wrath of God, and from the destructive malice
of our spiritual enemies. Baptism signifies this spiritual washing
and salvation, and they were baptized in the cloud and in the sea;
not dipped nor plunged in either, yet probably sprinkled with some
drops of both, to denote, as they were a typical or sacramental host,
the spiritual washing from sin by Christ, and the salvation from the
heat of God's \vrath, and from the rage of their spiritual Pharaoh and
all their enemies by His Blood of those who are the antitypical people
and flock of the great Redemption. This cloud then prefigured Christ
in diverse regards, viz., (1) In His Person. The Pillar consisted of
cloud and fire, a bright and a dark part: so Christ's Person consisted
of Divinity and Humanity; that glorious, this cloudy and veiled. *
As the Lord dwelt in the Pillar, so the fulness of the Godhead dwelt
in Christ bodily or personally. (2) In His direction and guidance;
the Pillar guided them through the wilderness to Canaan, so Jesus
Christ is the only Way to the Father; no man cometh to the Father
but by Him; He is the door of the sheep. He hath opened a new and
living way for us into Heaven, through the veil of His flesh. By the
light of His prophetical Word, and by His Spirit, and, as our Forerunner,
He leads His people through the wilderness of this world to the everlasting rest. (3) In His Salvation, Defence, and Protection, the Pillar
saved from the heart and from the wrath of enemies, and from destruction by both. So Christ saves us from the wrath of God, and from
all our spiritual enemies. The prophet, foretelling Christ's protection
and salvation of His Church, hath respect to this Pillar. "And the
Lord will create upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon
her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming
fire by night, for upon all the Glory shall be a defence (Heb., A covering
or canopy over it). (4)!n His Presence with His Church, the Pillar
was still present with Israel, and went along with them, and the Lord
* Perha.ps the words of Is. viii. 14, 1 Cor. i. 18·24, and 1 Pet. ii. 7 might be
better interpretation.
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God was Himself dwelling within the Pillar. So Christ is still present
with His churches. He is in the midst of the golden candlesticks,
the chur'ches; and God in Christ is also present with them to confirm
His Covenant with Abraham and with all his spiritual seed unto the
end of the world, as it was sung at the advent of the Redeemer
(Luke i. 67-79, ii. 29-32).
(To be continued.)

..
THE

HOME.

" A ffl(}nth they were in Lebanon, and two months at home."1 KINGS v. 14.
I WOULD I had a poet's tongue that I might well describe
The sending and the going forth of Israel's busy tribe,
When leaving Judah far behind o'er Syria's sea they steered,
To where the mighty Lebanon its glorious summit reared.
Majestic mountain! still thou art, as thou hast ever stood,
Thy cedars of a thousand years, thy vine, and olive wood;
The sparkling ocean at thy base, thy forests waving high,
Thy lofty summit's sunny crest that mingles with the sky.
Why went they forth, these men of old, why from Judea roam,
" A month to be in Lebanon, and two to be at home " ~
It was to fell those giant trees, each ponderous trunk to raze,
To build an altar to their God, a temple to His praise.
How like unto this journey made by Israel's sons of old,
Is the life that now is passing, " like a tale that has been told" ;
Sometimes we climb hope's mountain height, but oft in sorrow's sea,
We fondly yearn for that blest home where sorrow ne'er can be.
It is a home, all bright and fair, all free from taint of sin,
Where never care, or grief, or pain, or death can enter in ;
It is a calm and peaceful home, appointed for the bless'd,
Where" the wicked cease from troubling and the weary are at rest."
Where" the Lamb shall be the light thereof," His praises be the song
Of the twice ten thousand thousand saints that stand before His
throne,
Where sighing shall no more be heard, or tears be known to fall,
Where" thy God shall be thy glory, and thy Jesus all in all."
ANON.

[From The Ohristian Lady's Magazine, edited by Charlotte Elizabeth.
Vol. xvi., July to Dec., 1841, pp. 30 and 31, July, 1841.]
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THE PORTION OF THE CHRISTIAN.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.
" They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of Thy house.. and
Thou shalt make them drink of the river of Thy pleasures."-Ps. xxxvi. 8.

THE Psalm from which this text is taken is a very striking portion of
Scripture, dividing (if I may say so) to everyone his portion. There
is a fearful description in the opening, as well·as in the end of the
Psalm, of the spirit, the character, the haughtiness, the highminded·
ness, the rebellion of men of the world, who set themselves against
the Lord.
The opening of the Psalm would seem to indicate, that he who
wrote it, under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, had been taught to
feteh his evidences of such wickedness from the chambers of his own
heart. "The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that
there is no fear of God before his eyes." He seems, as it were, to turn
to the inner chambers of his own soul, so that when he gave utterance
to what men of the world might deem to be a slander and libel against
the character of man, he might be able to say, "We speak that we
do know, and testify that we have seen."
The Psalm proceeds to present to us a picture that is more cheering
than the wickedness of man; it sets before us the character of God.
" Thy mercy, 0 Lord, is in the heavens, and Thy faithfulness reacheth
unto the clouds: Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; Thy
judgments are a great deep." It is as if the Psalmist felt, whilst gazing
at the rebellion of men, and the disorganization of things around him,
that there was something refreshing and comforting to his soul in
contemplating God encircled with His own perfections, enshrined in
His own sovereignty and glory, watching over these rebellious spirits
upon earth, and dealing with them as He pleases; for, lower down in
the Psalm he says, "There are the workers of iniquity fallen; they
are cast down, and shall not be able to rise."
Now, when he takes this review of things around him, and whilst
his soul is thus elevated in the contemplation of the character of the
Lord, you see the man of God nestling under the wings of J ehovah's
attributes, and there finding a shelter for his soul. For, brethren, this
is spiritual religion; we are not going to speak of these subjects as
mere matters of theory-we do not want to establish you in a certain
set of opinions. This is what we are sometimes charged with, who
say, that the basis of Christian character and Christian practice is
Christian doctrine, as if we thought it to be some great matter that
you should be transferred from one set of opinions to another. Oh, it
would be a poor reward for our labour, if we were merely to bring
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men from thinking one thing to think another. Dear brethren,
there is something practical in religion. When we would contemplate the character of God, we should take care to see that all
His attributes are engaged on our behalf. There will be a day, a great
and solemn day, when those who have known something of the
eharacter and attributes of God, will be crying out, "Lord, Lord, open
unto us !" and who shall then feel, as both soul and body are consigned
to the hell beneath, that they are grasped by a powerful hand, from
which they cannot escape. But it is another thing for me to lay hold
upon the attributes of J ehovah now, and to see these attributes forming
a rampart around my soul, so as to be able to say, "I know Whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I
have committed unto Him against that day."
We observe in the text a very remarkable figurative description of
blessing which is said to belong to the Lord's people, for they are the
people who are spoken of as being refreshed by the Lord; they are
the people who are described as putting their trust under the shadow
of J ehovah's wings. They are spoken of in the 10th verse, as the
people who know God. There is something intelligent in religion;
it is not that poor thing that some people imagine it to be. Real
religion is acquaintance with the highest Being, that is God, and with
the highest subject, which is the truth of God: and these are the
people who are spoken of as partaking of these blessings; and though
we are well aware that it remains for another and a brighter dispensation
for the soul of man to enter into the full and undisturbed enjoyment
of all these blessings, yet, we tell you that real spiritual religion, I
mean the believing apprehension of God, as He has revealed Himself
in the face of Jesus Christ, is a satisfying fountain of delight to the
soul that, in the riches and in the sovereignty of the grace of God,
has been given to taste and to enjoy these spiritual things.
We shall now take up the consideration of our text, and shall
endeavour to speak, First, of the blessing and enjoyment here
figuratively described-" Satisfied with the fatness of' Thy house,
made to drink of the river of Thy pleasure."
Secondly, We shall endeavour to ascertain what the blessings and
enjoyments are that are here described.
Thirdly, we shall endeavour to go into the extent, and satisfying
nature, and source, and continuance of these blessings, to those who
are recipients of them.
Brethren, I feel that this is a difficult subject. I feel that the man
who speaks of these things, must himself be taught of God, or else
his words would be as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal; and I
feel that I can only bring out of the deeps of God's great treasury what
God the Holy Ghost is pleased to show to me and condescends to give
to me, that I may present it to your notice. But, again, there is
another difficulty, because how many I-how many! there may be
in this congregation who know nothing of these things, and who may
deem it to be rank enthusiasm when we speak of the spiritual experience
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of God's people; God the Holy Ghost taking the rich and precious
treasures which are lodged in the bosom of J ehovah for His people;
and communicating them practically and experimentally to the soul.
We say, there are difficulties, but God has given us these blessed
truths to unfold, and we must remember, there are no difficulties with
God.
We pray that God the Holy Ghost may enable His servant to speak
the truth with all boldness and plainness, according to His own teaching;
and we pray that the same spirit may accompany the Word with
power to your hearts, that you may receive the message, to the comfort
of your own souls, and to the glory of our Covenant J ehovah, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
.
We take up the. consideration of the figurative expressions that are
here used. We are told that the Lord's people" shall be satisfied with
the fatness of His house." Now, there is no figure more frequently
used in Scripture than this. The Holy Ghost condescends to speak
of natural things, in order to bring before us great spiritual truths;
and therefore in Isaiah Iv., I find that spiritual blessings are presented
under the figure of wine and milk: "Come, buy wine and milk, without
money and without price; "-setting before us the freeness of the
Gospel message, in presenting to poor unworthy sinners God's great
and rich salvation for the satisfying of the soul. On a former occasion
we told you that we believe these words are addressed to the Church
of God, for the members of that Church have legal spirits as well as
others, and they are sometimes apt to reason as to God's love, that
it is bestowed upon them because of some righteousness or some
worthiness of their own. Again, in· the first verse of Isaiah Iv., the
Lord says, "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and
he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat."
Well, this has reference to the present dispensation; the present
feeding and satisfying of the soul with spiritual blessings. But in
Isaiah xxv., where there is a description of another banquet which is
reserved for God's people, and which they shall enjoy in another
dispensation, this same figure is used: "In this mountain shall the
Lord of Hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well
refined." Again, in the fifth verse of Psalm lxiii., you find the Psalmist
saying, " My soul shall be satisfied, as with marrow and fatness." And
you remember the exceedingly beautiful application of this figure in the
second chapter of the Song of Solomon, where the Church is represented
as saying, "I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His
fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the banqueting
house, and His banner over me was love."
All these are figurative expressions. Divested of the figure, in plain
declaration, we have the announcement of the spiritual blessings which
God has reserved for His people set before us in 1 Cor. ii., where the
Apostle exhibits the .insufficiency of human wisdom to grasp those
blessings which God has treasured' up in the Lord .Jesus Christ. He
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shows us the length of its tether, and then he tells us of what God
has done. He says, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared
for them that love Him; but God hath revealed them unto us by
His Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of
God." Again, in the third chapter of that same epistle, read the
catalogue of the rich blessings which God bestows upon His people.
The Apostle says, "All things are yours," and then he enumerates
them; there is, first, the ministry of the Word-" Paul, Apollos,
Cephas," they are yours; the world is yours, life, death, things
present, things to come; all are yours, "aud ye are Christ's, and
Christ is God's."
Now these are very plain declarations, but we are satisfied there are
many who are ignorant of them. If that word be true which we have
now read from 1 Cor. ii., the man who is not under the teaching of
God the Holy Ghost cannot know anything of these truths. We are
not surprised when we meet with men ready to grapple with every
truth of a spiritual nature which is brought before the mind; we
would rather say if every man did receive these things as soon as they
are presented to him, what then would become of that declaration,
" The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned" 1 It is the unfolding of these truths
that God in His sovereiguty opens the hearts of men to receive them.
It is not my reasoning-it is not my application of them to you. Many
a man comes into a church saying, he will not have anything to do
with these truths. He is obliged to hear the Word; God fastens it
on his heart; God arrests the man, and sends him on his way a new
creature in Christ Jesus.
We take these plain declarations to mean, all the vast storehouse
of spiritual blessings that are treasured up in the everlasting covenant
of J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for the people of His love.
We cannot enumerate them. The Apostle calls them "all things,."
but we may just say this much, that we suppose them to include all
that J ehovah, whose mercy reacheth unto the heavens, whose faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds, whose righteousness is like the great
mountains, has in Himself to bestow. The reason why we would
rather put it in such a general mode, is lest we should seem to set a
limit to what God has to bestow, by our description of it. We would
rather say, Let the mind go into the vast expanse, and let it there
range in large expectation. We love to enlarge the hearts of God's
dear people; we want to see believing men possessed of much elasticity
of soul, and therefore we say that we would include in the" all things"
of which the Apostle speaks, not only all that J ehovah has in Himself
to bestow, but also all that the blood of God's dear Son has purchased
for His ransomed people; and, again, all that the Holy Ghost, who
is God, can give; all this it is my privilege to expect as a believer.
The reason why our hearts are so poor, is because there is so little
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faith in the power of the Holy Ghost; because we so little realize
that He can bring out of the rich stores of Covenant blessing such a
vast supply for the satisfying of the souls of God's people. We said
all that the Holy Ghost, who is God, can give; whether it be the
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ; whether it be the comfort in Christ,
we have a right to expect it, for He is called the Comforter; whether
it be free access to God through Christ; whether it be the practical
experimental sealing of our adoption into the family of God, we have
a right to expect it, for, says the Scripture, "The Spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God."
And here let me lay some little stress upon the channel of redeeming
love through which these blessings flow down to the soul. Remember
it is as a matter of sovereign grace that the sinner is made a partaker
of any blessing at the hands of God. Oh, the insulting systems which
are abroad in the world under the name of religion! Miserable
caricatures, as they seem to be, of our holy religion! As if man, who
is a sinner, dead in trespasses and sins, the enemy of God by wicked
works; as if it were possible for him by some worh-ing out of a righteousness of his own, to bring God in debt to him, and to establish some
claim at the hand of God for the mercy which He gives, in His
sovereignty, through the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the procuring
cause; as if man could bring God in debt for that which God freely
bestows, and bestows upon whom ~ Upon sinners. Look at the
Rom. v. 8, "God commendeth His love towards us, in that while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us." And in the tenth verse of that
same chapter, we are told, that it was" when we were sinners, we were
reconciled to God by the death of His Son." So that we say, we must
lay stress upon this, that man is not a worthy recipient of the mercy
of God; but he is a very fit recipient of. that sovereign grace which
God bestows on the unworthy. Oh, it is painfully affecting to see puny
man trying to raise himself upon some little eminence of his own
oontriving, thinh-ing that he can thus establish some claim for blessing
at the hand of God. We would desire to impress it deeply upon your
hearts, that it is entirely owing to the sovereign grace of God that any
sinner becomes a recipient of this mercy. You remember that word
in Ephesians ii., " God who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ."
But there is another point of view in which we must impress this
subject upon you. Very often, men who quarrel with these truths
which we preach; and which are called by most absurd names, high
doctrines, Calvinistic doctrines, and so on; very often such men tell
us, Why, you are really making men nothing but mere machines. You
say it is God who does all these things, then I may sit down and wait
till God bestows these blessings upon me. There never was an honest
man yet, who honestly said that. We have often heard men say infidel
things against Scripture, in order to silence God's people. There is
something very inconvenient in having the truth pressed home upon
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the heart, and therefore the man lays hold upon the first weapon that
presents itself, by which he thinks he c'm silence those who would talk
to him of the things which belong to his everlasting peace, and thus
he shelters himself behind his infidel objections.
Well, let it be so, if you will; that we are making men mere machines.
Be it so. We ~me to another point. Man, by nature, does not like
these blessings at all. If, brethren, the Lord Jesus Christ were to
come into this assembly, and if He were to ask, one by one, the members
of this congregation. sitting in His presence at this moment, that
question which He asked the blind man when He was upon earth,
" What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee 1" Now put your hands
upon your breasts, and answer the question-I do not want to hear
what you say; answer the question to yourselves-would you reply,
that you desire the possession of all those spiritual blessings of which
we have been speaking 1 There I leave it.
Again, if the Lord Jesus Christ were to ask that question which He
put to another man, "Wilt thou be made whole 1" Answer it to the
Lord. Put your. hand upon your heart, " Wilt thou be made whole? "
When you have answered that question, we will then talk to you about
the doctrine; that will show whether you are honest opposers or not.
Do you really want the blessings 1 or if God were to come and offer
to you the outpouring of His Spirit, that you should be made to turn
your back on an ungodly world, 'and to turn your faces Zionward, are
there not many who would be afraid to accept the offer, who would
be afraid to be made partakers of such blessing, who would not be
willing to deny themselves, to take up their cross, and to follow Jesus 1
Therefore we say, wherever these spiritual blessings are co=unicated
to the soul, not only is it an act of sovereignty, but it is an act of power.
God the Holy Ghost takes these precious things and reveals them to
the soul, so that they may be known and enjoyed.
But we have to speak of the abundant and satisfying nature of these
blessings. "They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of
Thy house." Our translators have used two words in order to give
us the meaning of the one word in the Hebrew, " ablmdantly satisfied."
There is another word which COl).veys to my own mind the meaning of
the original perhaps more fully than any other, saturated. The word
which is rendered in our text abundantly satisfied, is in Jeremiah xxxi.
translated satiated. "I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness"; but perhaps this does not convey a much larger idea to our
mind than the word in the text. In Isaiah xxxiv. 5, it is thus translated,
"My sword shall be bathed in heaven." It is the same word again
that is found in the 7th verse, " Their land shall be soaked with blood."
The same word is differently translated satiated, bathed, soaked; or
it is the same word again that is used in Psalm !XV. 10, "Thou
makest it salt with showers." So that the word implies a saturating
with something that shall fill and moisten the substance to which it is
applied.
Now, what a 'View this gives us of the satisfying portion of God's
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people! It is that which soaks into their inmost soul. There is a
Greek word in the New Testament which expresses the same idea,
where it is said to the Lord's people, in 1 John ii.-" Ye have an unction
from the Holy One.". It finds its way through the whole inner man.
This gives us some idea of the wonderful supply that there is for the
wants of the Lord's people, and of the mode in which it pervades the
whole inner man, saturating the soul with the spiritual blessings which
the Lord is pleased to bestow.
Now, the source of all this is the fulness of J ehovah Himself; and
it is to the fulness of J ehovah alone that the soul is sent for the satisfying
supply of which it stands in need; therefore it is that He who is called
the Messenger of the Covenant, when He saw some men going through
a form which, perhaps, they little understood; when He saw them,
according to their annual custom, as it has been reported, pouring
water upon the ground whilst they repeated those words from Isaiah
xii., "With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation "you remember when our blessed Lord saw these men thus assembled
what a word He spake to them, " If any man thirst, let him come unto
Me and drink." Here is the secret of all spiritual religion, "Come
unto Me and drink." You remember His own word again in Matthew
xi., "Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden." And
you rem~m~.~r what He said to the woman of Samaria, when He sa~
men anxIOus about the material water, "Whosoever drmketh of thIs
water shall thirst again, but whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him
shall be in him a well of water, springing up " (bubbling up, leaping
up, as the word would imply) " unto everlasting life." Again, remember
how He attracts attention to Himself, where He tells those whom He
addresses, "He that cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that
believeth on Me shall never thirst." It was the double sin that was
branded upon the people of Israel, who were professors of the truth
of God, that "they had forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living
waters, and that they had hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns,
which could hold no water."
Brethren, the Lord Himself must be the satisfying portion of the
soul. I have no hesitation in saying, there is not a man in this congrega·
tion who is not yearning after something; there is not a man who is
fully satisfied in his own soul. Do not tell me that you have great
enjoyment. The Lord grant that you may all have it, if it. is for your
good! Do not tell me that your circumstances are prosperous and
smooth. The Lord grant, if it is for your good, that you may have
this also!· I tell you there are times when a man is not satisfied;
there is a craving for a something; there is a restlessness; there is
such a thing as a time of sickness, a time of sorrow, a time of darkness,
a time of death; and where are we to send the man at such a time 1where are we to send that man who is beginning to feel the infirmities
of age-perhaps some little warnings that the body is beginning to
fail, and that it may be that the second or the third attack may hurry
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him hence, and that these attacks may be fast and oft repeated, and
who has moreover heard from time to time that it is a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God? What are we to do to satisfy
the soul of such an one? Are we to send him to his own doings and
workings? No; we would rather point him to the Word which says,
"Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." We would
tell him that" The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us
from all sin.". Snch is the satisfying nature of the blessings wjJ.ich
the Gospel reveals. It proclaims the full aud free forgiveness of all
our sins. Again, does the soul want righteousness; what does the
Word tell us of that righteousness in which the believer stands? "Ye
are complete in Him." You ask whether there is preservation for
you from your spiritual adversaries in your journey through the world.
The Lord Himself has said that none shall pluck His people out of His
hands. He has said, " My sheep shall never perish."
But we cannot pass over the latter part of our text, where the
Psalmist says, "Thou shalt make them drink of the river of Thy
pleasures." There is then a real delight derived to the soul from the
Lord Himself thus communicating these good things to His people.
Is there meaning in that word in Psalm xxxvii. 4, "Delight thyself
in the Lord"? Is there meaning in the Apostle's direction, "Rejoice
in the Lord alway, and again I say rejoice" ?
We must notice, as briefly as we can, the security that there is for
the Lord's people in this matter. It is implied in the very form of
the declarations, "They shall," and" Thou shalt." This is a word
that we love to find in Scripture. It is an absolute declaration, mark,
you! Nothing contingent. 0, if you did but believe these gracious
words of promise, "They shall," and "I will," your souls would
rejoice in the apprehension of the faithfulness of J ehovah to His
Covenant engagement.
The word which is here used," Thou shalt make them drink of
the river of Thy pleasures," brings before us that great truth of the
Gospel, the continnity and the onflowing of mercy from God. Though
that mercy meets with many ruggednesses, many obstacles in the
things of man, and many hindrances upon the surface of the human
breast, yet on it flows. It is this that makes the Gospel what it is to
the poor sinner, because it tells him that" The mercy of the Lord is
from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him," that " As
the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy."
Now, brethren, we have been talking of spiritual things, and spiritual
pleasures, and we have given you two questions, which we beg you
will remember. We have asked you what you think of these things?
and what is the desire of your hearts with regard to these things? but
we want to leave another word with you. Perhaps there may be
many in this congregation who are living for pleasure; there are those
whom Scripture points out to us as saying, " Our lips are our own, who
is Lord over us ?" God is the Lord over you, whoever you are. He
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can do what He pleases. Many a man has He stereotyped in his
wickedness; He has made his bands strong. But it is not our business,
brethren, to hold out to you the threats and the judgments of God.
We tell you what blessings God bestows upon the sinner; and if God
the Spirit touch your hearts, and if you really feel desirous to become
partakers of these blessings, what a pre.cious token you have that God
the Holy Ghost has begun the good work in your soul. A man will
never crave these blessings till God touches his heart; and then, when
the soul does thus yearn after them, it is our great dignity, privilege,
and comfort, as ministers of the Gospel, to tell the poor sinner that
these things are freely given, without money and without price.
May He, of whom the High Priest of old was the type, even Jesus,
may He bless you abundantly! You remember the words in which
God commanded that His priests of old should bless His Israel, as if
His heart were so full of love towards that people, and so full of the
rich and abundant blessings that He had in store for them, that He
would not, as it were, allow the officiating priest to speak extempore;
but He Himself would <Lppoint the words in which the blessing should
be couched-" The Lord bless thee and keep thee. The Lord make
His .face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee. The Lord lift
up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace! "
Oh, may He who is within the veil, who is for US entered, even Jesus,
may He pour His largest blessings upon us in rich abundance, to the
satisfying of our souls, and to the glory of His own name. Amen.

EXTRACTS FROM AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE
MR. GEORGE MULLER, Dec. 30th, 1894.
(ACTS xii. 1-17).

l

" Petcr . . . was kept in prison: but prayer was made without ceasing
of the Church unto God for Him." Notice this particularly-earnest
prayer, constant prayer. They betook themselves to their Heaveuly
Friend. And when in trial and perplexity, we ought to turn to this
narrative and learn from it the way out of it all. Very many souls
know the power of prayer, have proved it for themselves. I do;
during the 69 years and 2 months of my Christian life, I have found the
power of prayer in many thousands of instances.
Prayer was not answered at once, and Peter remained in prison.
Why was this 1 That God might be glorified and patience strengthened,
and faith also. Sometimes God does not at once answer prayer becausc
'!'e are not ready for the blessing; but it will come at the right time,
which is God's time, and that is always the very best time. Peter
was sleeping between two soldiers, chained to the arm of each; everything done to make escape impossible; but when God wills to work,
no power of any kind can prevent Him, for He is God Almighty.
" And, behold, the angel of the Lord came." An express messenger
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from heaven. When the light shone suddenly in the dark prison,
we should have said, "It will awaken the soldiers." But no! God
would deliver Peter; they remain asleep. The chains fall off. Here
we need to be on our guard, lest some should say, "There are no
miracles now, then they were very common; but we cannot expect
them to be worked on our behalf now." Satan thus seeks to rob us
of blessing. If it were necessary for the Church's blessing, God could
and would work miracles now. Also, without going out of the course
of nature, God, by arranging these, could cause things we think
impossible to be accomplished. There was no hurry; even sandals
were to be put on. Why not go out barefoot and run no risk of
wakening the soldiers 1 But God can afford to let noise be made.
What cannot our Heavenly Friend dol How precious to have such a
Friend! How do we get this Friend on our side 1 Washed in the
precious blood of Christ, we become His blood-bought ones, precious
in His sight, and the objects of His care.
" Th~1 Came unto the iron gate." This is often the way in our own
experience. We are in perplexity and trial, and we pray, and help
and deliverance seem coming; then suddenly, instead of this, rises
another still greater difficulty that we had not expected. AIe we to
stop praying and give up the matter as hopeless 1 No! we are to go
on in faith and patience, and an answer will surely come. Here is this
il'On' gate; how can I get out 1 It is impossible with man, but with
God, nothing, nothing, nothing is impossible. The Creator of the
heavens and earth is my precious Friend. He is on my side. Let
me go on, waiting, waiting, waiting, and blessing will come. And
allow me to say, in my long Christian career this has invariably,
invariably, invariably been the case, and I expect it to be so to the
end. . . . God could have opened one hundred iron gates, had they
been there, to set Peter free.
"Which opened . . . of its o'Wn accord." This was miraculous,
but God has thousands of ways of helping without anything of this.
" When they . . . sa'W him, they 'Were astonillhed." Faith knows
nothing, nothing, nothing 01 astonishment. Take it from an old disciple,
that if, when the next answer to prayer comes, you are astonished,
it is a proof that either you had no faith, or that it had failed in the
end. I say it again, faith knows nothing of astonishment. Faith
is like good coin, sure to be honoured. Whatever comes, we take
it humbly and gratefully from God, and with no astonishment.
BE not discouraged, though men of glorious gifts fall away; for the
poorest Christian, that hath but the smallest measure of grace, shall
never fall away. The gifts of a formalist may qnickly wither, for they
have their root in nature; but the graces of a true Christian shall never
perish, because they have their root in Christ. A Christian's" life is
hid in Christ "-hid in Him as in a root, as in the fountain of life.Ohristopher Love.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE EIGHTH EARL OF CAVAN.
IT is recorded of Selina, the pious Countess of Huntingdon, that she
once expressed her thankfulness for the letter "m " in the text, "not
many noble are called" (1 Cor. i. 26), and that it did not read" not
any noble are called." In all ages the God of salvation has been
pleased to give demonstration of His all·suflicient grace by numbering
amongst His saints persons elected from "all sorts and conditions
of men." The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is "no
l'especter of persons." The entire race of Adam is, by nature, dead
in trespasses and sins. Social distinctions in this world do not count
with HinI before Whom all alike have sinned, and" come short of the
glory of God."
,
There is, however, something peculiarly attractive in those cases
of salvation in which sovereign grace is bestowed upon earth's nobles,
on account, perhaps, of the eminently humbling influence of the Spirit's
work on its chosen subjects. By nature" born of blood;" such learn
by grace to esteem as an infinitely superior honour their having been
"born of God." This very beautiful characteristic of converting
grace was, probably, never more singularly exemplified than in the
Christian nobleman whose Portrait we publish in this issue-FREDERICK
JOHN WILLIAM LAMBART-Eighth EARL of CAVAN-whom we dearly
loved in the Lord, and with whom for years we had the privilege of
enjoying fellowship in both service and testimony, especially in
connection with the Clifton Conferences and the work of the Scripture
Readers' Society for Ireland. The Lord's dear servant was a son of
Viscount Kilcoursie, and was born in Hampshire in 1815. His grandfather Richard, Seventh Earl of Cavan, was a General Officer, and
Colonel of the 45th Foot, and commauded a Division, under Sir Ralph
Abercrombie, in Egypt, in 1800. The subject of our sketch, who
was orphaned when eight years of age, was educated at Eton, and,
ou attaining his seventeenth year, entered the army, joining the
7th Dragoon Guards at Cork, under Colonel Clarke. In 1835, the
young officer, desiring to obviate the singularity of being without a
Bible, possessed himself for the first time with a copy of that precious
treasure; and though but rarely looked into, the Book, even at that
tinIe, was held in sincere reverence. In the autunm of 1836, he was
removed, with a detachment, to Walsall, Staffordshire, where for many
years his kindly disposition and pure life remained a cherished
remembrance. His grandfather had written to Lord Hatherton,
requesting a neighbourly notice of his relative; and from the acquaintance thus formed, there sprang an attachment to Lord Hatherton's
youngest daughter, Caroline Augusta Littleton, which culminated in
marriage, in 1838, when, through the death of his grandfather, he
had succeeded to the title and estates.
It was during subsequent residence on the Contineni--at Munichthat LORD CAVAN set himself to the systematic study of Holy Writ,
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in the practice of which he was much encouraged by his pious brotherin-law, Lord Newark. From this period (18H) he was led by the
Spirit into an assured sense of his salvation through the infinite merits
of the Lord Jesus. "This assurance he never lost," wrote one who
knew his spiritual history more intimately than any other, "and an
unshaken peace gave stability and dignity to all his goings." It was
in 1845 that LORD and LADY CAVAN returned to England and devoted
themselves to the service of the King of kings. LORD CAv AN took a
foremost place in the formation of the Evangelical Alliance. In the
interests of Protestant principles he also assisted in establishing the
National Club, making himself-along with others-answerable for
the purchase of a beautiful site in Whitehall Gardens. At this time
he and his family resided at Burford, Bridgwater, and carried on a
good work on his Somersetshire estate, amongst his tenants and neighbours. Years later, (1865), Weston-super-Mare became the residence
of the godly EARL, his Christian wife, and four young children. Twentyfive years were spent here, which God's devoted servant filled up
with laborious concern to "occupy" till the Master's call should bid
him to his heavenly rest. He was ever increasingly desirous of living
only for Christ, with every hour and every power given. He had an
iron room erected at the adjacent village of Milton, in which place,
he or some other servant of the Lord, was accuStomed every Sabbathfor twenty-four years-to proclaim" the glorious Gospel of the blessed
God." The" Lodge," at Weston, saw an annual Convention held,
which many eminent Evangelical witnesses addressed on spiritual
subjects. These periodical means of grace were blessed to many. At
both the Mildmay and Clifton Conferences LORD CAVAN was always
a warmly welcomed speaker, and, as not a few of our readers customarily
attend the latter Conferences, some will readily recall the deeply
spiritual, simple, and fervent expositions of the Word they heard years
ago from the sanctified lips of the Christian nobleman. We propose,
God willing, to reprint next month, some extracts from his Clifton
and other addresses. Abounding in labours, and richly bearing fruit,
even "in old age "-to the glory of his adorable Redeemer-he
peacefully passed into the glory and rest on high, at the close of
-the year 1887, leaving to the Church of God a trnly " good report,"
and an ample legacy of holy example.
LOOKING AND LIGHTENED.
"THEY looked unto Him and were lightened" (Ps. xxxiv. 5). We
see in the margin it may be rendered, " They flowed lmto Him," and
the Prayer Book version has, "They had an eye unto Him and were
lightened." How blessedly real this is of the believer, heavy-hearted
because of sin-the indwelling sinful nature feeling the load so heavy,.
too heavy to bear-" too heavy for me" (Ps. xxxviii. 4). Seeing the
hopelessness of any righteousness or satisfaction within, he looks unto
Jesus, Who was "made sin for him that he might be the righteousness
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of God." I think;that is the most wonderful verse in the Word of God,
and, groaning under the load of guilt, how it eases us. "The Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." Aud so Satan is silenced, and
the redeemed child of God rests in His Covenant love and pardon and
faithfulness.
.. My hope is built on nothing less
rrhan Jesns' blood and righteousness,

*

*

*

*

On Christ the Solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."

When the Holy Spirit has revealed sin, and opened the. eyes and
heart to see, and know, and rejoice in the Saviour, in Jesus, so named
because" He shall save His people from their sins," then is the standing
indeed secure-" My own exceeding need and Thine exceeding love,"
which met all and satisfied-" Looking unto J esllS, the Author and
Finisher of our faith," the Inspirer and Applier and Completer.
We are heavy hearted often because of many sorrows that inevitably
accompany our sojourn here. "Many are the afflictions of the
l~ghteous," we read in the 19th verse of this xxxivth Psalm, "but the
Lord delivereth him out of them all." He looks unto Him and is
thereby lightened. His heart is light though he be surrounded with
SOlTOW; he feels with the apostle-as sorrowful yet always rejoicing.
Rejoicing, because he looks not downward but upward, not within but
unto Him, not backward but forward, not at the grievous present but
the joyons afterward.
Ah, you say, it is very easy to write all this; very easy to say it ;
but to go down, down, to feel no ray of light, no human possibility of
deliverance, to be shut out, so to speak, from every hope, to be groaning
with heaviness, to be praying yet have no visible response, to feel all
alone and to wonder whether, indeed, the Lord hath forsaken. What
of this 1 I think that is such a touching expression in Isaiah xlix. 14,
" But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me," just as though it went to the very depths of sorrow in the
heart of the Lord Himself to record. "But Zion said." My people
-His 'own peculiar treasnre_ We think little of casual acquaintances
forgetting us, but if a deal', deal' friend, we feel, indeed, heavy-hearted
and forsaken, as we whisper with quivering lips and tear-dimmed eyes,
" and thou of all others!" And so our heavenly Father seems to feel
it here. "But Zion said." And then, oh, how tender and forgiving
and loving the argument and assurance, "Can a woman forget her
sucking child 1 "-the strongest possible natural tie. "Yea, they
may forget, yet, YET will I 1Wt forget thee."
Oh! deal' reader, if you see no ray of light, look unto Him. "The
Lord my God will enlighten my darkness" (Ps. xviii. 28). "Who . . .
walketh in darkness and hath.no light, let him trust in the name of the
Lord and stay upon his God" (Isa. l. 10). If you see no human possibility of deliverance, look unto Him. "With God nothing is imposible." "The things which are impossible with men are possible
15
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with God" (Luke xviii. 27). If groaning with heaviness, look u,nto
Him. He will say of you as He did of Israel of' old, ", God heard their
groaning, and God remembered His Covenant" (Ex. ii. 24), and" I
know their sorrows, and I am come down to deliver them." It did
not seem the direct way to deliverance through the heart of Pharaoh
being hardened-through the apparent barrier of the sea-through
the ,vilderness forty years-through the land of enemies. Yet-yet,
it was the way to the Promised Land, and they sang the song of triumph
there. If struggling heavily with seemingly unanswered prayers, oh,
remember His clear sight, His profound wisdom, His unfathomable
love, His faithfulness, and His assurance, " They shall not be ashamed
that wait for Me" (Isa. xlix. 23). How often we have testimony in
these days, as well as in the past, of what some would call miraculous
aud wonderful answers to prayer, but I like to think with the saiuted
Frances Ridley Havergal that instead of sorrowful answers to prayers
it would be more wonderful if He did not answer prayer, since He has
Himself engaged to answer, " And, therefore, will not say thee Nay."
It may not be our way, and at our time; but in His own far better
way, and at His own best time. We shall see then how good it was to
wait.

'

Then, dear reader, do you feel heavy-hearted with the oppression of
loneliness 1 Oh! 10'ok unto Him, and thy heart shall be lightened.
He understands it; He went through it. "Of the people there was
none with Me." "My kinsfolk stood afar off." In the hour of His
distress all forsook Him and fled-the loving John-the warm-hearted
Peter-the brother J ames-His closest associates. Yet He was not
alone, for the Father was with Him, and thou art not alone, for He is
with thee-" with you always "-" continually with thee."
Then the last and sweetest looking unto Him will be when earth is
receding and Heaven opening; when this earthly home of our tabernacle is dissolving, and our glorious entrance into "the house not
made with hands" is coming into view. Oh! this looking nnto Him,
and looking npon Him there! Our hearts will, indeed, be lightened,
and never be heavy any more. Looking upon Him till rapture break
the earthly tie, and we enter the joy that fadeth not away, full of
gladness in the King's palace and the Father's house. Oh! what will
it be to see Him-see Him as He is-see His Face and hear His welcome!
11

On the jasper threshold standing,
Like a pilgrim safely landing,
In the strange bright scene expanding,
Ah! 'tis Heaven at last! 11
NETTlE.

IF we want things necessary, we ought not to grumble or despair;
perhaps the Lord might see it necessary we should so want. However,
we ought to use our endeavours, we ought to bless Him that knoweth
what is best for us. We are His patients, and therefore ought not to
instruct our Physician.-Oalamy.
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THE SURE GROUND OF PEACE.
THOUGHTS ON ATONEMENT.

By

THE LATE

MR.

ALLAN DENT.

(An Extract.)
THE cross of Christ is God's right to bless through Christ Jesus according
to all that is in His heart. It shows the righteousness of God in forgiving sinners. Blessed be God, the evil which was divinely recognized
wag divinely provided for. This gives great rest and consolation to
the heart. It is an unspeakable comfort to be assured that God h.-nows
the worst about us: and moreover that He has made provision
according to His knowledge, and not merely according to ours.
Christ's perfectness, not our sinfulness, is ever before the view of God.
Christ alone is salvation. His finished work upon the cross is the
sole offering, and the man that is saved contributes nothing but his
sins. When content to be saved as nothing but a sinner, and by nothing
but Christ, there and then only is there rest given by Him. The
question is not what kind of sinners we are, but what kind of Saviour
is Jesus 1 And the answer is that His work is a perfect work, and
makes perfect all who confide in it. God is honoured when the sinner
honours His dear Son by believing the record God hath given of Him,
and this will make each poor sinner,happy in thns glorifying God.
As to some men being born more worthy of mercy being shown to
them than others, the idea is contrary to every word of God. The
Holy Ghost declares the real death and equal ruin of all.
If one among the saved should say, " No one ever had such a tale to
tell as I, even the very vilest," God says, "You are only the more
welcome." Mercy is needed only the more because of the depth of
min! Ab, that indeed gives one perfect rest before Him. If God
could find a spot in the saved one, it would be to Christ's reproach. Do
we realize what God's estimate of the blood of Christ is so as to know
ourselves without a spot before Him as washed in it 1 No depths can
be too deep for the heart of that living God who meets us according to
the circumstances in which we are, as Rahab was met in hers. God
the Father hath respect only to the person and worth of His dear Son;
so that for His sake and His sake only the greatest saint is saved.
What a perfect work to rest upon! What a solid and enduring foundation! Can it ever fail 1 Can it ever lose one atom of its power to
cleanse the deepest, most wretched, most vile and ungodly sinner that
comes to Jesns 1 All that such an one must do is to believe God's
faithful word, and trust Christ's finished work. "He loved me, and
gave Himself for me." Here I get the love of Christ to myself, so as
to be able to say, " I must not live to myself, bnt as one' bought with
a price.' "
In order to have full settled peace and assurance, we must be grounded
on the basis to which God points-the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Jesus died to put away sin, and God tells us that it is gone, removed
for ever from the conscience of every believer. We rest upon what
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God tells us, and this is what tests the soul's confidence in God. Am
I willing to trust God when I cannot trust myself 1 Sin brought in distrust of God, but the death and resurrection of Christ did far more than
restore what was lost, and establish the soul in such a knowledge of
God as no angel ever did or can possess. To believe God about the
death of His Son is to take God's part against ourselves. Before Him
to acknowledge ourselves lost sinners, this is repentance towards God.
The Lord in His mercy grant that we may confide our souls both for
this world and the next to that Word which shall stand when heaven and
earth pass away. It is not only that God came down to man, but that
man now by the blood of Christ is entitled to draw near to God, yea,
all who know the value of that blood enter." the holiest of all." The
rending of the veil at Christ's death declared the power of His bloodshedding. It showed not only God come down to man, but man now
by the blood of Christ entitled, on believing, to draw near to God. It
must be Jesus only. In proportion as self is mixed up in any way
with Him, it is unbelief. If I allow the sense God gives me of my own
vileness to hinder my trust and peace in Him, it is almost as unbelieving,
almost as wrong, as the vain dream of my own goodness. It must be
either Christ or self. Both can never be objects of trust.
Peace to a troubled conscience comes from a view of the cross, as
healing did to those Israelites who looked on the brazen serpent, and
not from a growth in holiness.
The Word of God is perfectly adapted to the need of man, meeting
his conscience and heart. When the heart is convinced of sin, the
Word comes with all gentleness and comfort, for healing and for rest,
because there is grace to meet a soul in whatever state it may be fomld.
Healing depended, not on the condition of those who were healed, but
on the power of the Healer. What a consolation to blOW that Jesus is
all that is needed for all that we are.
The Gospel of God's grace is a thing external to us, and if we allow
the least interior thing to be mixed with it, that is going back to law.
Salvation is something quite outside ourselves. The Gospel is "the
Man Christ Jesus," presented to us, externally as our salvation, and
that is what I desire for my soul as its power of life; I want that
blessed risen Man continually as the indwelling spring of all life and
power; that blessed Mediator, the Christ of God, the Sent of God, the
Sealed of God, the Anointed of God, the Lamb of God, the Word of
God, the Wisdom of God, and the Power of God.
Do any think themselves too bad for God 1 Why do you think so 1
It is because you do not know your own badness enough. There is
none too bad for God. Nay, you blot out all the history of God's past
ways with man if you are looking for any reason in yourself why He
should bless you. Your own nature has been fully tested in the person
of others, as no one man could have the advantage of every conceivable
trial. It is unbelief to look for anything acceptable to God in the First
Adam. But what of the Last 1 Do you ask what He is for you 1
Everything. It was for sinners, and sinners alone, that He came. It
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was for the lost that He wrought His work. (For God also, no doubt,
as it was the work which the Father had given Him to do). Why
should you not have done with yourself? Why not believe what God
says about Him and about yourself?
Gaze! oh, gaze upon that work, the Son of God answering for thy
sins, and for that very nature too in which the sin was committed,
answering for it in agonies and blood-answering for it during the
silence, loneliness and darkness of the three hours' anguish, and abandonment of God, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? "
Why such a cry from the soul of the spotless Lamb of God? He stands
in the sinner's place, bears his doom, gives a divine answer to God for
His righteous judgment upon the sin, the nature, the condition of man;
and so removes every barrier to peace. It is not their sins that hinder
souls from getting peace, but their reluctance to be saved as sinners.
Resurrection is the seal of the acceptance of the Saviour's finished
1V0rk-His coming fully up out of the consequences of our sin into
another state, and so we in Him. We were dead in sins, exposed to
judgment, and under death. Christ comes down from heaven, accomplishes in dying the 1V0rk of putting our sins away, and we died with
Him; and then He and we with Him are raised, consequent on the
completed work, and God's acceptance of it, " quickened together with
Him," being forgiven all trespasses and sins.
In the life of Christ we see God drawing nigh to man, and in His
death we see man brought nigh to God.
A man is a believer who no longer trusts in his own works nor in his
own feelings, but in God's estimate of the cross of His Son, God being
not only gracious but righteous.
The righteousness of God is the obligation, as it were, to bless me in
.Christ if I look to Him for salvation. This is God's strong Covenant,
His '" sure mercy" to man. It is what He owed to Christ for His
" finished" work.
To apprehend God as He is, is the sum of all present and eternal
blessedness. Truth reveals God as He is; but this truth is inseparably
connected with the revelation of perfect grace; and thus the sinner
finds to his unspeakable joy that the revelation of what God is, instead
·of being his destruction becomes the basis of his eternal salvation.
Let no burdened sinner expect peace with God but by looking wholly
to Christ crucified and risen, and by believing God's record of the
value of His finished work upon the cross. I know that God has
accepted the person and the work of His Son; God rests there, and
there I rest, and have nothing now to do but to seek to glorify Him by
my life down here. My thought now is, not, I am so full of sin that
He cannot bless me-but, God has accepted the righteousness cff Christ
for me, and I stand in that. If I am not in communion-and our
frailty may cause us oft-times to lose commnnion-it is for the Holy
Spirit to speak to my conscience instead of using me. The privilegQ
of being used is the highest privilege and honour of the Christian's life.
The whole judgment of God fell upon the Lord Jesus; the work was
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done; sin was put away by the judgment of Himself. If we know
Jesus as our substitute, those sins which so alarmed us, which we now
regard with such grief and horror, will not be remembered before God,
will no more be a hindrance to Him than the snow that melted under
last year's sun. Ever bringing in the death of the Lord Jesus is the
answer to it all. Will God visit a second time for guilt 1 Peace of
conscience has nothing to do with the question of what we are, but of
what Christ is. Gospel repentance is just this, that all that we are is
loathed because it comes out in contrast with what God is in .the person
of Christ. If we talk about our sinfulness-deeply as we may own
it-let us take care, lest we disparage both His grace and that blood·
shedding through faith in which He freely justifies us. None need be
straitened from an overwhelming sense of His favours-none need be
overcome by the weight of his own guilt. The blood of Jewish sacrifice
spake to God, however ignorant the offerer of it might be: and that
precious blood still speaks, the blood of His 80n shed on the cross
for the glorifying of the Father and the forgiveness and justification of
the sinner.
What has a man's own goodness or badness to do with the question,
when salvation is based only on God's free grace and the perfection of
Christ's finished work 1 The most abandoned· sinner finds in Him a
path by which he may return to God. The Lord Jesus has come to
seek the sinner; God has shown that no sin was too great for His love,
no defilement too revolting to His heart. Dishonour not God by
casting doubts on His ability or willingness. The Word of God is as
good as His deed. Is Christ come short 1 Is grace beneath your need,
or above it 1 Christ is the portion of every poor soul who believes in
Him. The sacrifice of Christ meets all the sinner's need. Believers
have something which they can offer. In offering by Him the sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving to God, the sufficiency of the finished work
is acknowledged, and the soul's state by nature is thereby confessed.
The sinner must receive front God: the saint should render unto God.
Why should we be harder to satisfy than God Himself 1 What justifies
Him in justifying us may well satisfy our hearts, and set our consciences
at rest before Him. If, as a convicted sinner, I look to the cross of
Christ, I behold in it the everlasting foundation of my peace; I see
my sin put away as to the root principle thereof; and I see my sins
borne; I see God to be not against me, but in very deed for me, aud
that, moreover, in the very condition in which convicted conscience
tells me I am. The cross unfolds God as the sinner's Friend: it
reveals Him in that most wondrous character, as the righteous Justifier
of the most ungodly sinner. There I find God dealing with sin in such
a manner as to glorify Himself infinitely. There I see love, and such
love as captivates and assures my heart. The One who travelled
from the Father's bosom to the cross and the grave, and from thence
to the Throne, I see thus filling up in His person and work all the space
between those extreme points. There can be nothing higher than the
bosom of God-the eternal dwelling·place of the 80n; and there can
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be nothing lower than the cross and the grave. But-amazing truth!
I find Ohrwt in both-I find Him in the bosom, and I find Him in the
grave. He went down into death in order that He might leave behind
Him in the dust thereof the full weight of His people's sins and iniquities. Christ in the grave exhibits the end of everything human, the
end of sin, the full limit of Satan's power; the grave of Jesus forms
the grand terminus of all. But Resurrection takes us beyond this
terminus, and constitutes the imperishable basis on which God's glory
and man's blessing repose for ever. The moment the eye of faith
rests on a risen Christ, there is a triumphant answer to every question
as to sin, judgment, death and the grave. The One who divinely met
all these is alive from the dead, and has taken His seat at the right
hand of the Majesty in the Heavens.
A risen Christ is the eternal proof of an accomplished redemption,
and if redemption be an accomplished fact, the believer's peace is a
settled reality. Christ having made peace by the blood of His cross
has taken His seat on high, triumphant over every enemy. By Him
God preaches peace and the soul that believes the Gospel has peace
settled before God, for Oh.-ist w hw peace. In this way God has not
only satisfied the claims of His own justice and holiness, but in so doing
has fonnd a divinely righteous way through which His boundless affections may flow down to the guiltiest of Adam's guilty progeny. If
in the cross we see the World's judgment abont Christ, in resnrrection
we see God's judgment. The world crucified Him, but God "hath
highly exalted Him."
God estimates the finished work of His Son so highly that because
of it, without a single jot or tittle added thereto, He can righteously
forgive all sin and accept the sinner as perfectly righteous in Christ.
There must be a sufficient ground of peace in the blood alone, or we can
never have 1Jeace. Either Christ's atouing sacrifice is sufficient, or it
is not. If the debt is paid, it is paid.
The Holy Ghost reveals Christ; makes us to know the trnth as it
is in Jesus. He takes of the things of Christ and shows them nnto us,
He is the power of communion, the seal, the witness, the earnest, the
nnction. In short His blessed operations are absolutely essential.
Without Him we can neither see, hear, lmow, feel, experience, enjoy,
nor exhibit, aught of Christ.
To show forth the death of the Lord Jesus, by the Lord's Supper as
our memorial, is onr fellowship. Nothing else .could be set forth but
Himself, His ways, His work, His words. And all His glories arise
around us, as we gather to Him, like clouds of sweet and most costly
incense filling the holy place, as in the liberty and joy of worship we
enter within the veil: but it is Himself we remember, Himself fills our
hearts. All that He is, our joy then, whilst His death is announced
in the solemn memorial of the Lord to ourselves and to all around.
The Supper presents a scene of llilmingled light and blessing wherein
God entirely occupies the heart with Christ Himself. Ourselves, ways,
works, shortcomings and failures are not suffered for an instant here:
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they cannot ascend as a cloud of sweet incense before~God, and we are
therefore taught to account all these things as dead and buried in the
dust beneath our feet. Thus, knowing self-judgment we are enabled
to discern ourselves as in the body of Christ where all is life, light,
acceptance, honour, praise: the body of Christ baptized into unity
with its Head in heaven by the power of the One Spirit, the Comforter,
who abides in the Church of Christ, wherein this work is wrought for
ever. As God is true, so He is true to the work of Christ, and to His
own judgment of sin and the flesh at the cross. All has been carried
down to death, and by means of death left in the silence of the grave.
Christ is risen out of it, and we in Him. Nothing else has gone up but
the blood of that sacrifice; and that blood is before God sprinkled on
the holiest where He dwells, and a new and living way opened which
He hath consecrated for us through the veil, that is to say His flesh.
The blood of Christ shuts out all fear of judgment, since it is the abiding
answer to judgment. It has opened the heavens to us, so that we
may come boldly to the Throne of Grace.
The question, therefore, for every believer, is not" "That am I 1 "
but "What is Christ 1" As believers we confess ourselves sinners,
we confess Him as our Saviour; we cling to His name, trust in His
work, gaze on His person, and wait for His coming.

THE RAINBOW.
THE light of the sun was known to man before God brought the
judgment of the Deluge upon a sinful world-which judgment tarried
120 years-while Noah was a preacher of righteousness, but not till
after the consummation of that woeful catastrophe was the Rainbow
revealed. It is written in Genesis, " And God remembered Noah, and
every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark:
. And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,
And I, behold, I establish my Covenant with you, and with your seed
after yon: . . . . and God said, This is the token of the Covenant
which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is
with you, for perpetual generations: I do set My bow in the cloud,
and it shall be for a token of a Covenant between Me and the earth.
And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that
the bow shall be seen in the cloud: and I will remember My Covenant,
which is between Me and you, and every living creature of all flesh;
and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. And
the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon IT, that I may
remember the everlasting Covenant between God and every living
creature of all flesh that is upon the earth."
Note in the above quotations it is" God remembered," "God spake,"
"I establish"
, "I make"
, "I do set"
" H I bring" "I will remeluber,11 "I
will look," "the bow shall be in the cloud." Mark the word "bow" is
mentioned just three times, the number of the Trinity-Divine perfection.
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It is indeed a beantiful type of Jehovah·Jesns. For in Him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily (Col. ii. 9). We would here'
point out that the /urulamental colours of the rainbow are three, viz.,
red, yellow, and blue: red, signifying holiness; yellow, love; and
blne, power; the central ray is the yellow, for" God is Love."
We, who have our natural eyesight, are all familiar with the
appearance of the rainbow, and it is a pleasant thing to look upon,
and stndy its grand display of colours beautifully blended; but
alas! at the best of times, it soon fades from our vision. So when
we are permitted, through grace, to behold the Covenant in Christ
Jesns, how short the seasons of blessedness are! Doubtless most
of our readers are aware that if the light of the sun be seen through
a prism, all the seven colours of the rainbow are revealed (seven being
the number of spiritual perfection); three are called "fundamental"
(as mentioned above), the remaining four are called primary-four
being the number of creation, and points us to the manhood of JehovahJesus, who created all things for Himself. In the fundamental colours,
typifying, as we have stated, the Holiness, Love and Power of God,
we have all the essential attributes of Deity in the abstract; for mercy,
grace, peace and judgment can only be called into operation where
there is sin, warfare, and misery. It is when we behold Christ, the
Light of the world, through the prism, the eye of faith, that we discern
-although but faintly-His matchless glory; and as oftentimes we
cannot see all the colours of the natural rainbow clearly defined, so
spiritually we may not always (if ever) .comprehend all the fulness
treasured up in Christ Jesus. His grace and His riches are unsearchable. He is the" Light" which no man (as such) can approach nnto;
but poor sinners, when arrayed in His righteousness, can stand unabashed
before the radiancy of His glory.
To behold the rainbow three things are essential: viz., the sun, rain,
and a cloud. The rays of the sun shine through the rain, and the
bow is seen in the cloud. AJl in the natural, so in the spiritual: when
the sun shines in its splendour on an unclouded· day, we realize its
brilliance and its heat, and we sometimes welcome the shadow of a
cloud between; but without the rain we do not see the rainbow. And
so when the clouds of temptation, trials, and affiictions oppress the
soul, unless the rain descend from heaven in sanctifying power to
sweeten and bless the visitation, no benefit is perceived. It is written
for our consolation in Deuteronomy xxxii., " Give ear, 0 ye heavens,
and I will speak; and hear, 0 earth, the words of My mouth. ~'Iy
doctrine (i.e., teaching) shall drop as the rain, My speech shall distil
as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers
upon the grass: because I will publish the Name of the LORD: ascribe
ye greatness unto our God." This is the language of Jehovah-Jesus ;
and assuredly, if He send a refreshing and soul-reviving shower when
the clouds darken our horizon, He, the Sun of Righteousness, shining
through the rain, displays the wonders of His grace, seen in the cloud;
therefore, to realize the grace treasured up in our adorable Lord, it is
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necessary to experience the clouds which so often obscure our pathway.
But what a mercy the clouds are only associated with the earth. The
Sun is always shining in uninterrupted splendour.
We may say ",;th the hymn writer," Yes! clouds will intervene,
And all my prospect flies;
Like Noah's dove, I flit between
Rough seas and stormy skies.
Anon the clouds depart,
The winds and waters cease,
While sweetly o'er my gladdened heart
Expands the' bow of peace.' "

W. C. D.
ECHOES FROM PELDON.
" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man
.. 37 •
,s. peace."- PSALM XXXVll.
THE character, conduct and destiny of the man of God. This psalm
differs from all others in its construction. Its style resembles the
Proverbs of Solomon. It deals with the character, conduct, and
destiny of the righteons, and of the wicked, respectively. While the
righteous is generally in the singular, the wicked are in the plural.
":Mark ... behold," impressively emphatic. The passage applies
properly and pre-eminently to Christ, Who is essentially the Perfect
and Upright One, both in His Godhead and Manhood; and Who has
entered into peace after His warfare and victory. Relatively, it
applies to those in union with Christ, and indwelt by the Spirit. The
inspired description of Noah (Gen. vi. 9); God's revelation and direction to Abraham (Gen. xvii. 1); ~{oses' charge to Israel (Deut. xviii.
13); God's assertion concerning Job when Satan sought his overthrow (Job i. 8); Christ's injunction to His disciples (Matt. v. 48; cf.
Luke vi. 36). In all these cases the contel..-t determines the sense in
which the word" perfect" is used, viz., sincere, loyal, God-fearing,
merciful, etc. :The perfect mystical man Christ (Ephes. iv. 13).
The members of Christ individually (Col. i. 28).
Perfect through His comeliness; complete in HimApostolic prayers (Heb. xiii. 20, 21; 1 Pet. v_ 10, 11).
"The upright." God made man upright (Eccles. vii. 29). By
transgression he fell. In regeneration he arises and becomes upright
again. "Upright "-in heart (Ps. xxxii. 11); upright-in walk (Ps.
lxxxiv. 11); of upright conversation (ver. 14). The man of God must
be both upright and downright. The end of that man-the end of
his earthly life-his goal-is peace (Isa. lvii. 1, 2; contrast verse 38).
The end presupposes the way. The way may be "rough," but it is
"right." It may be "solitary," but it is safe. It may be dark and
difficult, but it leads to God and heaven-to peace and glory.
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THE LATE REV. A. J. BAXTER.
DEAR MR. ORMlSTON,-I hear to-day that, after a long, diligent,
laborious, and honourable career, Mr. A. J. Baxter, of Eastbourne,
departed this life and entered into the joy of his Lord on Saturday
evening, February 29th. Truly of him it may be said, he " bore the
burden and heat of the day," having for over fifty years preached the
everlasting Gospel, and then since last July been laid aside to glorify
his Covenant God in a wasting, enfeebling, lingering illness, which
terminated his life on earth.
Whilst we mourn his loss as a man of God and truth, and that he
is no longer on earth to strengthen the hands of his ministerial brethren
by his uniform, clear and able testimony, we rejoice to think of him
as now "released from the burden of the flesh," and from all sin,
fear, care, and amciety of an earthly kind. As a dear writer, Mrs.
Dutton, speaks of such, so is he now," They're done with sin, that conflict's o'er,
By hell they're not oppressed;
They're tried by Providence no more,
But fully are at rest."
We have to think 01 him now as entered into peace, resting in his
bed (the grave, the Saviour's immediate Presence, Abraham's bosom),
walking in his uprightness, in possession of the land, and an inheritor
of J ehovah's holy mountain.
As a preacher of discriminating truth, there were found authority
and dignity in his" line of things," with a vein throughout of experimental godliness. Most evident it was he had meditated on the things
he handled, and so his profiting therein appeared to all men. Besides
the many causes of truth which he occasionally served in his own
county of Sussex, at Hastings, etc., where his face was ever welcomed
in their pulpits-and not less so in the grcat Metropolis, and the Isle
of Ely-he has also preached in pulpits of the Established Church
of Scotland, through the kindness and influence of his warm friends
north of the Grampians. We had the pleasure of entertaining him
for two nights on his way there in the year 1900; and at that time
he preached a fnll and excellent sermon to us in Park Grove G'hapel,
from Psalm xxxvi. 7 ; often have we referred to it since.
As the originator and Editor for thirty-seven years of the Gospel
Advocate, he was a most usefnl man in the dissemination of sound
doctrine and experimental truth. Seeking to preserve a sacred bond
of unity in the Spirit, amI peace to and with the brethren, in love, with
faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, with all them
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that love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,-he was very fair, friendly
and brotherly with all his helpers, contributors, and correspondents.
And as a patriotic Englishman and a Protestant lecturer he was
both admired and esteemed. I shall not forget being present at one
of his lectures in Brighton in 1890, when he delivered an exceedingly
able address of over an hour's duration. Nor is it forgotten how
instinctively and approvingly I smiled when he came to a part of his
history where, "Non-con." as he was, he was obliged to own, and
did own, the inestimable benefit a Protestant Church established by
law is to a country like England, continually threatened with the
scheming, persistent, emissaries of Rome.
Mr. Baxter, as his published book, "The Great Phantom of the
Age," attests, was unmistakably and cordially a lover of good men.
In his early days the late Mr. Philpot felt himself constrained to take
him rather severely to task on the subject of Baptism; but let it be
well observed that in his later days Mr. Baxter, like the Apostle Peter
who had been publicly rebuked by Paul, and afterwards referred to
him as "our beloved brother Paul," showed his love and esteem for
Mr. Philpot by very frequently inserting extracts from his writings
in the Gospel Advocate. This is surely a decided evidence of love
to the brethren for the Truth's sake, which is in them.
May the Lord be pleased to send us more genuine Protestant patriots
and ministers of the Yea-and-Amen everlasting Gospel.
I am, my dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours affectionately in the truth,
GEORGE ALEXANDER.
Birkenhead, March 2nd, 1908.
[We cordially endorse all our correspondent has written above on
the faithful ministry of our beloved friend and brother in Christthe Rev. A. J. BAXTER-who was indeed" an able minister of the New
Covenant," a workman who needed not to be ashamed, for he " rightly
divided" the Word of Truth. He was also a man who had" knowledge
of the times," as his voluminous writings, which survive him, bear
ample witness. His extensive acquaintance with the Hebrew, Chaldee,
and Greek languages opened up to his intellectual vision many of
the "hidden things" of God in the inspired Scriptures, and his
readers aud hearers shared richly in the results. His uncompromising
allegiance to the principles of the Protestant Reformation was based
on deep conviction and extensive acquaintance with the history and
.teaching of the apostate Church of Rome. We mourn the loss of
a valiant soldier of Christ's cause iu our beloved brother, who now,
thanks be to God, rests from all conflict, strife, toil, and paiu.-THE
EDITOR.]
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1Leabcs for t1)e 1Little
LUTHER'S

~nes III

Qirau.

SNOWSTORM.

r

MOST of our readers know that Martin Luther, one of the greatest
and best of men that ever lived, was in his boyhood so poor that he
went about the streets of the city singing songs for a little money to
buy food to keep him from starving. But he was a faithful student,
and God raised up friends for him, and made him, at last, the great
and useful man that he was.
On a cold, dark night, when the wind was blowing hard, Conrad, a
worthy citizen of a little town in Germany, sat playing his flute; and
while Ursula, his wife, was preparing snpper, they heard a sweet voice
singing outside :"Foxes to their holes have gone,
Every bird into its nest;
But I wander here alone,
And for me there is no rest."
Tears filled the good man's eyes as he said, " What a pity that voice
should be spoiled by being tried in such weather! I think it is the
voice of a child." " Let us open the door and see," said his wife, who
had lost a little boy not long before, and whose heart was open to
take pity on the little wanderer. Conrad opened the door, and saw a
ragged child, who said, "Charity, good sir, for Christ's sake."
" Come in, my little one," said he. "You shall rest with me for
the night." The boy said, "Thank God!" and entered. The heat
of the room made him faint, but Ursula's kind care soon restored him.
They gave him some supper, and then he told them that he was the
son of a poor miner, and wanted to be a priest. He wandered about
and sang, and lived on the money people gave him. His kind friends
would not let him talk much, but sent him to bed. When he was
asleep they looked in upon him, and were so pleased with his pleasant
countenance that they determined to keep him if he was willing. In
the morning they found that he was only too glad to remain. They
sent hinl to school, and afterwards he entered a monastery. There
he found the Bible, which he read, and from which he learned the way
of Life. The sweet voice of the little singer became the strong echo
of the good news-" Justified by faith, we have peace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ." Conrad and Ursula, when they took
that little street-singer into their house, little thought that they were
nourishing the great champion of the Reformation. The poor child
was Martin Luther! "Be not forgetful to entertain strangers." The
following is the whole of the song Luther sang on that memorable
night :-
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"Lord of heaven! Lone and sad,
I would lift my sonl to Thee;
Pilgrim in a foreign land,
Gracions Father, look on me.
I shall neither faint nor die,
While I walk beneath Thine eye.

"I will stay my faith on Thee,
And will never fear to tread
Where the Savionr-Master-leads";
He will give me daily bread. •
Christ was hnngry, Christ was poor;
He will feed me with His store.
"Foxes to their holes have gone,
Every bird into its nest;
Bnt I wander here alone,
And for me there is no rest;
Yet I neither faint nor fear,
For the Saviour-Christ is near.
"If I live, He'll near me be ;
If I die, to Him I go.
He'll not leave me, I will trust Him,
And my heart no fear shall know.
Sin and sorrow I defy;
For on Jesns I rely."
[It wonld be almost too mnch to hope that the poor boy really felt
the force and sweetness of what he was singing. Yet, why not 1 The
blessed Spirit can in the heart of a child work faith as strong as in an
adult.]

,
THE sun in the firmament shines only in the day-time, but the Stm
of righteousness shines in the night, in the night of desertion and
affiiction---Psalm cxii. 4.-Watson.
ABRAHAM staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief.
Why not 1 Because he consulted not nature, reason, and sense; but
considered the sovereign power, everlasting faithfulness, and
irresistible ability of God the promiser. So faith gives glory to God.
Learn and do likewise.-Mason.
SOMETIMES it is the pleasure of God to throw His children into the
furnace of affiiction, there to try them as gold is tried. In their better
part they suffer no loss, but are gainers; all His corrections are
intended for their good, and under His blessing are subservient to
that end; thereby, as it is declared (Heb. xii. 10) "they become
partakers of His holiness," and they are purified from their dross.Brine.
.

...
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1,Brotel:ltant 18eaCOll.
THE ARK IN DANGER.
By the late REV. JOSEPH IRONS.
" ELl sat upon a seat by the wayside watching; for his heart trembled
for the ark of God" (1 Sam. iv. 13). One of the greatest calamities
existing in the land of my nativity is this, that very few even of
professing Israel care about the ark of God. There are seasons of
health, and strength, and vigour, in which God's sent servants ought
to make it the prominent business of their lives; and there are seasons,
which is the season I am approaching to, in which through advanced
years and worn out strength, the men of God will be able to do little·
or nothing more than sit by the wayside and watch. But still, if they
are faithful, and their allegiance is not forsworn, and they are true
and zealous, as Eli was, their hearts cannot but tremble for the ark of
God. If this were the care and concern of the whole living Church of
God now, we might confidently expect such a turn of events as would
save us from the dire catastrophe and calamity that is fast coming
upon us.
I. The causes why Eli trembled for the ark were three; and they
are the same among us. The first was, the treasure invaluable which
it contained; the second was the hypocritical hands to which it was
entrusted; and the third was the enemies-.the most inveterate-by
which it was surrounded.
1. Now first of all let us dwell a little upon the treasure invaluable
contained in the ark. By the term ark you know we understand, in
the Gospel sense, the treasures that are laid up in Christ. He is our
ark, and His covenant provision, and covenant fulness, and covenant
stipulations, and covenant securities, and covenant glories, were set
forth by this ark; because upon it the mercy-seat was placed, and
that was the very place where J ehovah promised to meet with His
people, and commune with them-and with us this is nowhere but in
Christ. In another sense, the word ark may be applied to the visible
or Established Church of any Christian nation. And it is in this
latter sense that I would now more especially speak of it.
Now, beloved, here is the value of our Christianity; it is a covenant
store, full of covenant provisions, covenant promises, covenant mercies,
covenant privileges, covenant prospects, covenant blood, covenant
bread-a precious, full, entire, covenant salvation: and it is this that
we determine to carry about in Israel so long as God will permit us,
and suffer the enemies to allow us.
Now Eli's heart might well tremble at such a deposit as this. I
presume in time of civil war, which is likely to come upon us, that if
some one were to take out of your house some little box or chest which
contained everything you counted dear and valuable, your heart
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would tremble, and you would say, " I shall never see that any Illore."
Now the ark contained all that was valuable to Eli, everything that
was precious to him; as we shall bye·and·bye have to see. But there
it was, carried forth, and that too by hypocritical hands into the very
camp 'of the enemy.
2. Now look at this solemn fact; and ought it not to excite alarm
in the present day 1 Hophni and Phineas were hirelings, of whom it
was said in express terms, that they knew not the Lord, and yet, though
they knew not the Lord, they had the charge of the ark. Real godliness
must have been at a very low ebb in those days among the Israelites;
it must have been very rarely found among them. Alas! alas! with
what severity might I follow out the analogy here, and tell what
multitudes, what thousands of hirelings, have taken charge of what
they account authoritative religion, "priests" whom God never sent,
who never knew God, and never worshipped God in their souls. They
make my heart tremble for the ark. It is this which causes the deep
anxiety of which I shall presently speak.
Moreover, they were not only hirelings and hypocritcs that Imew
not the Lord, but we are told they were the most hardened, and
notorious, and incorrigible of sinners. Their crimes are set down in
terms almost too awful to speak of; but among the rest, they carried
their priestly craft on by fraud and force in the most desperate manner:
for we are told they stole the offerings of the Lord which came to
them, and not only so, but stole them by force. Ah, my hearers, it
would not be difficult to see an exact copy of that pictme in every
corner of England at the present day. I tremble for the ark when I
find it in such hands.
Nor is this all. How tremendous is the thought that hatred to
God's people was the most manifest in those very persons; and while
they held by fraud and force what did not belong to them, and were
hardened in the sight of God, it was just because they were doomed to
destruction-" The Lord "ould slay them." As I read this passage,
and as I wrote a little paragraph or two from it to an elderly Christian
minister the other day, I could not help exclaiming. "The thought is
dreadful, the fact is appalling, that thousands drop from their priestly
office into the bottomless pit, because the Lord will slay thcm."
3. A third particular I must name why Eli's heart trembled. It
was surrotmded with enemies the most inveterate. The Philistine
hosts were gathered together, who dreaded nothing so much as they
dreaded the ark; for when the ark went into the calllp of Israel, the
Israelites "shouted with a great shout." They had superstition
enough to suppose that the victory would certainly be theirs. The
Philistines trembled and said, "'Woe unto us," for there hath never
such a thing happened unto us; and they exhorted one another to
fight, and be manly, and not to submit to the Hebrews. Now, my
hearers, I tell you, that there is nothing that Popery and Infidelity
dreads so much as the ark of God. They have no particular eltmity
against a yea·nay Gospel, against Arminianism, or Socinianism, or
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Arianism-neither Papists nor Infidels find much fault with themthey are well-meaning sort of folks-but only let them pitch on a
Christ-exalting preacher, a Christ-exalting book, a Christ-exalting
Church, and they are held up to execration just as much as the Hebrews
were to the Philistines. Does not your heart tremble for the ark?
Mine does, under such circumstances as these. When I find, in tl1e
dear and long-favoured land of my nativity, an overwhelming, swamping majority of Papists, and Infidels, and J esnits, and careless sinners,
and sycophant Dissenters that are trimming to them, my soul trembles
for the ark of God. Where am I to find the Elis-the Mordecais-the
Micaiahs 1 My hearers, however harsh you may think me this morning, and however unwelcome my views may be to you, I know the
time is not far distant when you will say that you wished you had
taken warning from my voice. I am as sure of that as that my name
is J oseph Irons. Oh, th~ danger the ark is in, in the present day;
taken from place to place, abandoned by Israel because assailed by
the Philistines, the Philistines setting themselves in awful array before
us, and telling us to our faces that they have got possession of our land,
and mean to keep it.
One thing more made the position the most terrific. These
Philistines were entering upon and occupying the very territories of
Israel's land. There they were settling themselves,' and Israel had
not driven them out. What is England now? Are not its territories
entered upon by the worst of foes? And are not poor mortals so blind
and so infatuated as to say, "Let them alone, and let them possess it,
they are changed, and will do us no;harm" ? My hearers, vengeance
will fall hea~ly indeed upon such persons, and on snch a nation!
Now, I haye named these things as a perfect parallel between Eli's
position and ours; and as his heart trembled for the ark, so does mine
-for we may travel a long way to hear the ark spoken of, to find the
Lord's people prizing and valning it, or the Lord's servants preaching
and procmiroing its cpntents.
Here, however, the analogy fails; for the Israelites of old met the
Philistines as enemies, and fought against them as long as they could;
but England has courted the Philistines as friends, and invited them
to take quiet possession of the land without opposition-this has been
the deep-laid plot of the Jesuits. They well knew, that if the
implacable enemies of England approached her shores in hostile
character, they would soon be shown the way to the bottom of the
sea; they are, therefore, determined to "come in peaceably, and
obtain the kingdom by fiatteries " (Dan. ix. 21). Never was a nation
so given up to infatuation and judicial blindness as ours; the mania
of falsely-called liberalism has supposed that lions, tigers, and bears
are as pleasant domestics as wives and children, and has opened the
door to receive them. What, then, is the issue? Why just this, we
must now yield to Antichrist, or fight it out in open warefare. Balaam
has bewitched us into an antichristian and idolatrous association with
the mother of harlots; and nothing but a miracle of God can rescue
16 _
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us from the fangs of Popery. Then let every Christian earnestly pray,
both publicly and privately, "0 Lord, arise, and plead Thine own
cause."

11. Well, now, we will advance, in the second place, to say a word
or two about Eli's ardent concern for the ark His heart trembled.
I have asked before why it should tremble. Did Eli imagine that God
could not take care of it ~ Truly he knew that He would. And it is
somewhat remarkable, that with all its journeyings, when they carried
it right away to Eh.-ron, and thence strolling about to Oath, and thence
to Bethshemesh, none of the Philistines dared to look into it. I
suppose they had not the key to enter it. It is true, God made use of
it; for when they set it in the house of Dagon, it made Dagon fall
down before it. Oh, my hearers, that is what we want-to carry the
ark into the hearts of Popish groups, and their idols must fall! But
it is for the want of Covenant securities, and Covenant fulness, and
Covenant blood being proclaimed, that Dagon still stands erect. Oh
that God would make my hearers not like Hophni and Phinehas, but
spiritual Israelites, bearing the ark of God, and proclaiming the glories
that pertained to it.
Eli's heart was concerned for its preservation. He sat by the wayside, and watched, and wondered whether it would be victorious,
which he hardly hoped for in the degenerate state of Israel; or whether
the Philistines would take possession of it, and, perhaps, break it to
pieces and burn it. It is somewhat remarkable, that the Philistines
could build the new cart, and the men of Bethshemesh could break it
up, but not the ark. They could break up the cart, and slay the yoke
of oxen, but they could not break the ark-God took care of it. Now,
if the days should come which I expect, when the truths which I have
been preaching to you these three-and-thirty years should be prohibited
by law, they cannot break the ark-God will take care of that. It
may go into Dagon's house, but down shall fall Dagon before it. And
when the storm is over, and God's purpose accomplished, the ark is as
safe as it ever was; and the fulness of Covenant love and grace shall
be once more proclaimed for the comfort and encouragement of God's
Israel. Do not lose sight of this all-important fact, that though we may
tremble for the ark,· as regards our present enjoyment of it, as being
carried out of its place and concealed for awhile, it cannot be destroyed.
A Covenant salvation shall destroy every heresy which exists. I
recollect an occurrence taking place in the lower part of Camberwell
the other day. I do not know whether it was not one of our Sundayschool boys. He was reading his Bible; in came a Popish priest,
snatched the Bible out of his hands, threw it into the fire, and burned
it before his eyes. This is what is done in Camberwell. The boy
said, very quietly, "You may burn the book, but you cannot burn
the three chapters which I have got by heart." Nor can they destroy
our ark, or the precious treasure contained in it. The pot of manna
never shall be emptied-it is a golden pot, and never can be empty;
and the rod shall not cease budding, and blossoming, and bringing
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forth fruit, for the Lord will have a seed to serve Him as long as the
ark remains.
Eli's affections were bound up in the ark. Well, I sometimes have
a humble trust that mine are. I would not ask to stay another week
upon earth, if one petition could accomplish it, but for the sake of the
ark. I have often been at the mercy-seat, and beheld its glittering
throne, and the cherubim overshadowing it, and had communion
with God upon it in blessed intimacy. I have often noticed the blessings
dispensed from it, to give spiritual sight to the blind, and comfort to
mourners, and life to the dead in trespasses and sins; and you yourselves are witnesses of the comfort and blessings which the ark of God
has afforded you in years that are past. I think I should be like Eli if
the ark were completely torn from me. It is truth my soul pants
after-it is a finished salvation I must and will proclaim-it is the
securities that the Lord God of Israel has laid up in Christ that I glory
in; and if these are forbidden, or torn from us, I care not to live an
hour.
Moreover, Eli regarded the ark as the glory of Israel. You know
his son's wife was very near her confinement when this awful calamity
fell upon her husband and his brother; and when she heard that the
ark was taken her labour came on, and she died, having given birth
to a son, with only just time to give him a name-" Ichabod," saying,
"the glory is departed." Ah! my hearers, I have seen the glory
departing from Israel for years; for I can go in any direction, and
read scores of books in which there are common-place statements, and
many things which one cannot object to, as far as they go, but there
is nothing about the ark, the mercy-seat, the cherubim, no communion
with God, none of its sacred treasures and invaluable contents set before
us in Gospel truths. The glory has been departing from the Churches
for years that are past, by the careless neglect of the grand doctrines
of God's grace, and the bringing in of a paltry heathenism under the
Christian name instead thereof. What thought king David of the
ark? Why, his mind was so set upon it, that he never rested when he
came to the crown, after Saul's days, till he got it home and pitched a
tent over it, and got all things in order to worship God. And when
the calamities that befel his house were most deeply felt, towards the
close of his life, he turns to the ark, and exclaims, "Although my
house be not so with God, yet hath He made with me an everlasting
covenant (that is the ark), ordered in all things and sure:" now mind
how it is the glory of Israel, " this is all my salvation and all my joy."
Well, then, if all the salvation is gone, all the joy lost, and all the glory
of Israel departed, we may well write Ichabod upon every door of
every place where there is nothing said or known about Covenant love
and Covenant blood.
Ungodly men bearing the ark are the greatest curse upon earth.
Ungodly men touching sacred things, and assuming spiritual offices,
are the greatest curse of the world, and God Himself will take
vengeance of them. Beloved, Eli knew more of the value of the ark
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than any of these did. The thousands of hirelings, who are but heathens
in disguise, uever met God there; never had close communion with
Him; never had kind and holy fellowship with the Father and with
His Son J esns Christ, by the power of the Holy Ghost. But how often
have you, beloved (1 cannot tell you how often 1 have, for 1 bless God
1 am not a stran~~r to it)-but how often have you gone to the holy of
holies, and prostrated yourselves before the mercy-seat-eyeing it,
supported by Covenant love aud faithfulness, full of life, and love, and
bread, and comfort, and salvation-and there, by the power of the
Holy Ghost, elevating soul-desires have pleaded the merits of Christ
and found access to the Father in His precious name 1 We cannot
forget these seasons. Well, must this ark of mercy be taken away,
where 1 have held sweet communion with God 1 God forbid! This
made it dear to Eli's heart. This madc him rejoice when it was with
him; and, consequently, when he heard that the ark of God was taken,
I wonder not that the old man could not survive it; for he was an old
man, ninety-eight years of age, and had jndged Israel forty years;
and when his ministry was done, he went home to get his reward.
Ill. Now let us pass on to notice the national calamity of its being
carried into captivity. Here, again, I have awful forebodings, which
I cannot bnt give vent to. 'Vhen the ark of the Lord shall be carried
into captivity from among us (I speak of us as a nation), we having
so slighted and neglected it for many years, oh, the solemn scene
that must follow i-the fame of Christianity faded, and carried into
captivity. Beloved, I do not know anything worth the name of
Christianity where the Christ is not. I know men talk about His
ordinances, and call them sacraments, and tell us about the virtue
and grace of them, and the like. They are deceivers; they do not
believe it themselves. I know they talk about the priesthood, as if
they were invested with Divine authority (infernal authority, I think,
most of them have); but I mean by the ark the Covenant securities
of the Gospel of Christ Jesus. Such as the common-place topics of
preaching, "Repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord
Jesus Christ," will you have them ,vithout the ark, or with it 1 If
repentance be without Christ, then it is to be proposed to you as the
terms or conditions of your salvation; perform them if you can. But
if I preach repentance centring in the Divine ark, then I show you tbat
the Saviour is exalted to give it, and that it must and shall be
bestowed, in God's own time, in every elect vessel of mercy. So,
again, if I preach faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, am I to
speak of it as some modern divines do, as a mere assent to revealed
truths? If it were a native principle existing in unregenerate, fallen
man, we should not want a Saviour. It is a matter of contingency.
It is, " If you believe, and if you will trust, and if you will do this and
the other." There is no security. But if I am permitted to minister
as long as Eli did, I will preach certainties. I do not like to lose sight
of the Divine ark, and I will sit by the wayside watching, if I can do
nothing else; and if I preach faith to you, it must be tha,t faith of which
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Jesus Christ our Ark is the Author and Finisher. Then it is as secure
as the ark was, and can never perish. Moreover, he is the Giver of it ;
and, consequently, when He gives grace, He will call it into exercise,
and be sure to give glory. So, again, if I want adoption, or the
privileges of adoptiou, I must bring them to the ark. For sure I am,
that if my parents had said, "If you are a good boy, you shall be my
boy, but not without," I should have been turned out of doors in a
single day. I had frequently need of chastisement· and correction,
but I never knew my father to disown me. My adoption does not
depend upon the creature; but it was just because He had loved me
from all eternity, and put the account safely in the ark. So with the
promises. Some people will have them preached yea and nay, without
security; but I insist that they are yea and amen only in Christ Jesus;
they are not contingent. In a word, if I want food-if I want lifeif I want liberty from the law, and all its curses, I must come to the
ark. I find all blessings laid up there; I find them in the mercy-seat,
overlaid with pure gold that shall never tarnish, and I look forth to
receive from the fulness of Christ Jesus, as my Ark, all that I ran
desire for time and for eternity.
I do not wonder that Eli's heart trembled for the ark when he saw
that the fame of Israel was at stake; and when that fame was gone
into captivity, it was apparently lost. And we are just in that position,
as a nation, that Eli and his companions were before the ark was taken.
The Gospel has not gone away from us yet, though it is out of its place,
and very few people care about it. The battle is not fought, but the
armies are mustering in battle array, and the conflict must soon take
place; and I beg of you, as if it were the last favour I shall ask of you
on earth, do not forget to pray for the security of the ark. Beg of
God that it may not be torn from us. I do not know where they will
carry it, if it is torn out of England. They will not have it in Italy;
t.hey will not have it in Spain; they will not have it in France.
Infidels do not like it at all. If England is conquered now, all the
world is conquered. Will you, in your secret and family prayers, and
in your prayer-meetings, plead with God to keep His ark amongst us,
and not to suffer it to go into captivity? As the fame of Israel will
be gone, and everything worth calling Christianity is robbed from us,
if a Covenant salvation is torn away.
Only think of one thing more here-that it allowed and afforded a
temporary triumph, to the enemies, and it was but temporary. What
could the ark do with them? They could do nothing with it. They
were smitten with emerods, and mice swarmed upon the land. And
yet, even in the house of their god Dagon, the ark was not touched.
Dagon was not allowed to fall upon it, nor make a scratch upon its lid;
but must fall down before it, and break asunder. They set him up
again. What fools to think of having Dagon and the ark in the same
house! What fools to think of having Popery and Christianity in
the same land, in the same house, among the same rulers! The most
preposterous thing that ever took place since England became a nation.
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But Dagou must fall; and bye-and-bye he does fall, and his head is
broken off, and his legs broken off, and there is only his stump left.
Great God, cast down every Dagon, and let Thy ark be preserved.
The Philistines only had a momentary triumph over the Israelites,
and the Philistines that surround us will only have their triumph for
three years and a half. That seems the time determined in the Bible.
And what then? Dagon will fall and fall, till there is nothing of him
left, and he will not be able to stand up again. Oh, blessed day,
whoever shall live to see it, when Antichrist shall be consumed by the
breath of Christ's mouth, and destroyed by the brightness of His
coming; when there shall be but one Lord, and His name one-but
one Christ, and that a spiritual one-but one priesthood, and that
one belonging to Jesus-but one salvation, and by His blood and
righteousness; and all the mimicry and mockery of the Philistine
crew shall come to an end!
Just mark in the meanwhile how frightful was the national calamity.
The life of the Israelite's worship was suspended; and so will it be
. with all the churches, and all the congregations, and all the ministers
who neglect or reject the ark of God. They may have their forms,
and bow to the east or west, or where they like. They may have
their candles, and keep them burning all day in order to insult the
sun; and they may have their images and crucifixes, and all the rest
of their farrago, under the Christian name; but there will be no life
in their worship-no co=union with God-no conversion of soulsno feeding of believers-no establishing of the saints of God in the
earth; but a scene of deathly chillness spreading over the pale visages
of ghostly figures in mock devotion, and long-faced sanctity offering
mock-incense to God. But we want a Christianity of life_
One of the most appalling sigus of the times is the sinful, shameful
apathy into which most of the churches and their ministers have sunk ;
that while the Philistines are mustering their thousands, and crowding
about our very doors in menacing attitude, they are asleep at their
posts, and dreaming that all is well, aud that no danger is nigh. I fear
the subject of the present invasion of our land, our liberty, and our
lives is not looked at as it ought to be, either as it appears before God
or before man. As it appears before God, it is manifestly a token of
Divine displeasure on account of national sins, one of the most prominent of which is the perversion of the Gospel of Christ; or, to keep
the figure of our text, the neglect, if not the rejection, of the ark of God_
If we cast an eye over the seats of learning, national or nonconforrning,
where is there one in which the distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel
are taught, or even tolerated? They can vie with each other in
literature and science, but their divinity is little better than Philistine
idolatry; hence they have not waited for the Philistines to carry the
ark to the house of Dagon, but have absolutely brought Dagon into
the house of God, and heathenish superstitions are honoured ,vith the
Christian name. Turn to the pulpits, and listen to the flippant, paltry
harangues which amuse multitudes, and then ask, Where is the ark?
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Where are the proclamations of Covenant love, Covenant blood, and
Covenant grace to be heard? If only this one view of the subject
be taken we may well tremble at the threatening, "Shall I not visit
for these things, saith the Lord; shall not My soul be avenged on such
a nation as this ?" Like Capernaum of old, we have been exalted
to heaven in privileges; the Scriptures, the schools, and the societies
fol' sacred purposes, have been mnltiplied and magnified, yea, almost
deified, while the ark has been neglected, and the essential doctrines
of the Gospel rejected, and even declared to be dangerous; until the
Popish doctrine of contingencies has supplanted the glorious Gospel
of certainties through the length and the breadth of the land. I feel
bound, therefore, to trumpet Hosea's warning as long as I live: "Hear
the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a
controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth,
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land" (Hosea iv. I).
• Now view the subject of our present perils as they are treated by
man, and it appears to me that stupidity is out-stupefied by the viewing
of the subject of the Popish aggression as if it were a religious subject;
and then with all the ridiculous clamour of republican and revolutionary
spirits, to cry out about religious liberty; whereas the question has
nothing to do with religion, but is simply a question of civil safety.
Here is a host of enemies calling themselves" Catholic" mustered around
us, and demanding authority and power to do as they please with our
principles, our property, and our persons-the question is, Shall we
give them that power? It has nothing to do with religion, for they
have none; and if they will worship wood, water, wafer, or woman,
we do not, and will not persecute them, for their foolery and wickedness;
but shall we empower them to persecute us for not being equally
foolish and wicked? I am decidedly and conscientiously a Nonconformist, but I will not join the ranks of those mad enthusiasts
who curry favour with Antichrist and his " crafty-man" for the paltry
object of getting rid of Church rates, overlooking the fact that Popish
priest-rates will be ten times heavier. They are acting like the citizens
of a strongly-walled city, who have a magistracy within which they
do not like, but an army besieging them without, who are bent upon
their destruction, and their mad infatuation against their magistrates
prompts them to surrender, and open their gates to the murderous
army in order to put down the magistracy, which, after all, has done
them but little injury, though it may not in all things be consistent
with their views. I say, keep the gates shut; and, whatever may be
wrong within, let us pray for grace to adjust it quietly. "Arise, 0
Lord God, and enter into Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy strength."
Then observe, it will be only a suspension, not a destruction. The
life of God may appear very low-the waters of the sanctuary may
appear very low-the comforts of the family of God may be at a very
low ebb; and if my forebodings are right, it will be at their peril that
half-a-dozen should meet together for awhile. But God \vill take
care of the life of godliness in the souls of everyone of His children,
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even if their property is confiscated, and they are obliged to hide
themselves in caves of the earth. Be sure of this, that wherever
J ehovah has taken possession of, and Jesus has claimed the purchase
of His blood, and the Spirit of adoption has been sent forth to take
possession of the heart, the holy Trinity in unity, are bound by solemn
oath never to leave nor forsake that soul. Conflicts may be sharp
within, and cruelties abounding without; oppression may growpersecution may stir-the devil may vent his rage,. but the life of
godliness is as safe as the life of God Himself, and can never, by
possibility, be destroyed.
Then lift up your heads with joy, for after all that I have felt the
importance of setting before you by way of warning (and I want this
warning to go through the length and breadth, not only of our land,
but of all Europe); yet we close with this soul-reviving thought, that
the Lord Himself is fulfilling and accomplishing His own purposes
dcspite them all. Then say you, Why war against them! We do
not war against the purposes of God, but against the wickedness of
man! And the word of God tells us the importance of putting on
the whole armour of God, and fighting manfully the battles of the
Lord, resisting unto blood, striving against sin, and especially the man
of sin. And therefore I conceive it to be a stoical act of rebellion
on the part of those who refuse to come to the help of the Lord against
the mighty. I well know that Jehovah has set the time, fixed the
purpose, arranged all the instruments, settled the place where the
battle of Armageddon shall be fought, what the result shall be, how
the beast and the false prophet shall be cast into the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone, according to His own word; and that His
witnesses shall arise and ascend to God, in great glory, and that" the
k-nowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the
sea." How the Lord Himself shall make a feast of fat things on the
motmtains of Israel, and invite all His heaven-born redeemed family
to come and partake of it; and how He Himself shall sit down at the
head of the table and welcome them, saying, "Eat, 0 friends; yea,
drink abundantly, 0 beloved." I am under no apprehension as regards
the result-the final triumph of Christ and His Church; and therefore
I can join in that prayer which is sometimes uttered at the mouth
of the grave, even perhaps by those who do not believe the doctrine
of election-" We beseech thee, Lord, shortly to accomplish the nmnber
of Thine elect, and to hasten Thy kingdom." It mnst be done, for all
that the Father hath given to Him shall come to Him, and him that
cometh to Him He will in no wise case out; and ere long shall that
glorious scene present itself to our view, in which the multitude which
no man cau number, redeemed out of all nations, and kindreds, and
peoples, and tongnes, shall appear before the throne dressed in white
robes, and having palms of victory in their hands, everlastingly to
reiterate the shout, "They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and
by the word of His testimony."
Will you just hear the question as we close, Are you a true Israelite!
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Are you loyal to the King of kings 1 Have you any love to the ark 1
Then sure I am, you cannot cease to plead with Him, " Arise, 0 Lord,
and plead Thine own cause; and let not man prevail against Thee."
If I have succeeded in stirring up your pure minds to go and cry more
earnestly, and closely, and fervently, and constantly to God for the
welfare of His own Church, I shall not have laboured in vain, nor spent
my strength in nought.
May the great Eternal Spirit put His sanction upon this solemn
warning, in which I can now rejoice that I am clear of the blood of all
men; for I see the sword coming, and I have given the warning. And
now your blood is upon your own head, if you neglect that warning.
May He crown the message with mighty success, and get a revenue
of praise to His own dear name. Amen.

MULTUM IN PARVO.
A CONFERENCE was held in London on the 19th ult., under the auspices
of the Protestant Reformation Society, to consider the proposal to
legalize the use of the Mass Vestments in the Church of England, and,
after an interesting discussion, a resolution was unanimously carried,
pledging the Society to employ all lawful means strenuonsly to resist
the re·introduction of the Sacerdotal Vestures, in any form or upou
any pretence.--The Central Y.M.C.A., whose headquarters are at
346, Strand, announces that its 64th anniversary is to be held at
Queen's Hall, on April 7th, when, in addition to a most interesting programme, speeches are to be delivered by the American
Ambassador, Bishop Taylor-Smith, the Rev. John McNeill, and others.
--At a Bombay meeting held quite recently Mr. Wellesley Bailey,
Secretary of the Mission to Lepers, said that, according to his computation, there are 300,000 lepers in India-that is, one in every 1,000 of
the Indian population.--The late Bishop Gott's famous Bibles are
to come 1l1lder the hammer. Among these treasures are a Coverdale
translation of the Bible (1535), the first edition in English, of which
no perfect copy is known; a very well-preserved copy of the" Great"
Bible from which the arms of Cromwell have been erased; a Taverner's
translation of the Bible, dated 1539; and a Bible of the second issue
of the first edition of King J ames's Authorized Version.--The
Ritualistic Vicar of All Saints' Church, Plymouth, has avoided legal
proceedings by surrendering to the Bishop of Exeter, and abandoning
certain practices in the services which his Diocesan had called upon
him to discontinue. This action of the Bishop shows that if only the
Episcopate were to set the existing law in motion against Romauizing
innovations, much of the current mischief in the Established Church
might be stopped.--We regret to note the death of the good Bishop
of Bombay.--Speaking in London last month, Mr. Winston Churchill,
M.P., Under Secretary for the Colonies, bore strong and eloquent
testimony to the value of Evangelical missionary work in Uganda.
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A MEDITATION ON ETERNAL GLORY.
By THE LATE DEAN LAW, M.A.
" After this I beheld, and, 10, a great multitude, whwh no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and
palms in their hands,. and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb."REV. vii. 9, 10.
THE worth of forgiveness will not be fully known until time swells into
eternity. To enliven hope and to encourage, strengthen, and embolden
faith, the Holy Spirit withdraws the veil, and presents a prospect of
the endless raptures which will then become reality. To this scene
revelation here invites. Let revering hearts now intermix, and reap
some firstfruits of the harvest which forgiveness will then surely reap.
I. The time. When shall this bliss commence 1 It dawns when
the endless age shall have arrived, and Jesus shall have" delivered up
the kingdom to God, even the Father; when He shall have put down
all rule, and all authority and power" (1 Cor. xv. 24). When the
peaceful> sway of the expected prelude shall have brightened into
fuller, richer perpetuity; when "the great white throne" shall be
removed, because its work is finished; when death and hell, and whosoever was not found written in the Lamb's book of Life, are swallowed
in the lake of fire (Rev> xx. 14), and the righteous shall have passed
into life eternal. (Matt. xxv. 46.) This day is surely coming. Let
us in spirit meet it, and ask, Will it find us in the rejoicing throng,
whose sins are pardoned through the blood of Christ 1
11. The number. "Lo, a great multitude, which no man could
number." How blessed is the sight! During the earthly state the
redeemed appeared to be a little f1ock-a tiny speck in a dreary waste,
a rare flower in a weedy desert. The solitary pilgrim often sighed,
"I, I only, am left." But now how changed is the scene! The
collected throng baffles enumeration: to count the happy hosts eludes
all power; numbers are impotent to reach their expanse; no vision
can embrace them: their horizon has no bOUJld. On the right hand
and on the left they stretch beyond all gaze: in the front and in the
rear their vastness spreads beyond all measure. They are "a great
multitude, which no man can number." They all on earth had sins
as countless as their countless throng; but all their sins are now
forgiven!
How wondrous is the blood of Jesus! How matchless is its worth!
The result is worthy equivalent of its expenditure. All the efforts
of the revealing Spirit, all the labours of Ministers who agonized in
prayer and toil, all the devotedness of missionaries and martyrs who
counted not their lives dear unto themselves, were well spent to promote this end. Amid this vast assemblage shall we have place 1 We
cannot fail, if we tread the appointed way. This great multitude
found pardon at the cross.
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Ill. Whence came they 1 Once they were sinners upon earth, but
now they are gathered safe around the throne. They come from every
part and portion of our globe; out of every nation, and all tribes and
people and tongues. The Gospel-trumpet sent forth a world-wide
note-: "Their word went into all the earth, and their sound unto the
ends of the world." The word cannot go forth in vain: "it shall not
return unto Me void; but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereunto I sent it." Here is fulfilment
of the promise: here is the illimitable crop gathered from earth's wide
field. Let, then, the faithful missionary, whether in the obscurity of
distant climes, or under tropic sun, or amid the savage inmates of the
northern snow, be bold and fear not. He is gone at heaven's bidding,
to do heaven's work: his message will triumph; the cross will conquer.
The Spirit through the Word will give life, and souls will be born again,
unto forgiveness, and join the happy throng. The call has reached us :
at the bidding have we fled to Christ 1
IV. Their position. "They stand before the throne, and before
the Lamb." Distance no more intervenes: separation's barriers
have fallen. Sin once spread veils between the sinner and God's
smile; ignorance interposed mists, and unbelief wrought blindness.
But sin no more obstructs. Thus forgiven multitudes stand
in the very presence of their God and of the Lamb. They have
reached the grand consummation of all their holiest hopes; they
enjoy fulfilment of their most wrestling prayers; they gaze fully,
clearly on the face of God, and live. The rays of His glory shine upon
them, and they endure the blaze, and perish not: rather they bask
exultingly in His light. They read the expression of all His love;
they ponder the open volume of His heart; they know even as they
are known. Shall we stand among them and thus see God 1 It will
be so, if we are sprinkled with the redeeming blood.
V. Their robes. "They are clothed in white robes." Sin had
stripped them of the garb of innocence, and polluted them with filthy
garments; but sin is all forgiven, and no defilement remains. But
how is their raiment thus beauteous 1 "They have washed their
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." They plunged
into the cleansing stream. In faith they hastened to the remedial
laver: its power was supreme. Through its virtue the scarlet stain
became as snow, and the crimson dye became as wool. Shall we thus
shine above the brightness of the sun 1 Have we thus washed 1
They saw, too, by faith, the glorious obedience which Jesus in man's
nature achieved. They put on the Lord Jesus Christ as a covering
meet for the marriage-supper of the Lamb. They utterly eschewed
all merit of their own, and they received Him, and rejoiced in Him,
and gloried in Him, as the Lord their righteousness. Shall we be
similarly clothed 1 There is no doubt, if our shelter is in Christ.
VI. What is uplifted in their hands 1 They wave palms. This
emblem proclaims triumph and joy. Heaven is the place in which
warriors rest, and the rejoicing sing. In the world numerous foes
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arose against them: their struggles were many; their conflicts were
fierce; the battle was long; the fight was incessant.
But now victorious feet tread on the neck of every enemy. Sin
never can again assail: the tempter can no more allure or threaten.
Death has done its worst, and now they live securely in repose; the
conquered grave has given up its prey; hell has no power to harm:
enemies are swallowed up in victory. In token of this triumph they
flourish palms.
Shall our hands hold these pledges of successful combat? Good
hope is ours, if we are fighting the good fight of faith, and are overcoming by the blood of the Lamb.
But the shout of t.riumph is a shout of joy, and palms express
exuberant delight. The sin-forgiven drink deep indeed of the everflowing river of boundless bliss; but at present no tongue can tell,
no image can depict, no heart can realize their full pleasures. They
have all the happiness which God can confer; they have all the delights
which the infinite capacity of glorified bodies and glorified spirits can
contain. How wondrous is the amount! Who can estimate the
pleasures at God's right hand for evermore! It is all theirs,-all
theirs for ever. They feel it: they know it: they avow it: and in
full realization every hand of all the innumerable multitude raises high
its palm. Shall we be happy in this happiness? The promise is sure
to us, if the expiating blood has cleansed us from sin's polluting
stam.
VII. Their shout.. Open the ear of faith and hearken. "They
cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God, which sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." When the assembled company
of the redeemed thus fill the many mansions, what is the first sound
heard? Salvation! Every voice is raised to cause the glorious home
to echo and re-echo with the cry, Salvation! They all realize, We are
saved; we are saved for ever! Salvation is ours; we have reached
salvation's shore; we have entered salvation's realms; we have
obtained salvation's prize. "Salvation to our God, which sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." Ofttimes in the world thanksgiving was npon their lips: grateful notes were their frequent song;
they delighted to ascribe praise. But now, for the first tinle, realized
salvation is the sum of the ascription to their God. All their gratitude
and all their joy are concentrated in this grand shout: "Salvation!"
They know what they possess, and they know, too, how they obtained
it. Is their thought of self, and human merit, or man-earned heaven?
The thought is abhorrent to a saved soul. It is far otherwise: all
salvation is of free grace. "Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon
the throne, and unto the Lamb." The Father decreed it, willed it,
planned it. His love chose everyone of that vast concourse in His
Son; His grace gave the whole number to be His bride, His jewels,
and His crown; His wisdom contrived the mode by which they should
be cleansed from every stain, and gloriously enrobed iu righteousness;
and by the Spirit's power be purified, meetened, sanctified. Every
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stone in salvation's beanteous fabric was selected, prepared, placed by
a loving Father's hand. " Salvation to our' God! "
The chorus adds, "and unto the Lamb." Salvation nnto Jesus,
the appointed, the expiating, the satisfying, the accepted Sacrifice.
By His blood He purchased, by His snfferings He won, by His cross
He earned, by His passion He procured, salvation. To Him, and to
His dying love and atoning merit be the praise. Without His death
they must have died; through His death they live. Without His
cross they must have passed into perdition; through His cross they
hold salvation. Salvation is rightly ascribed to Him, for salvation
is from His finished work. Hence sounds the melody of their grateful
hearts. Fit is this music for the redeemed to pour forth, for heaven
to hear, for the Father and the Lamb to receive!
Here is the consummation of the bliss of the redeemed: here is the
consummation of the work of forgiveness. God is glorified. All
praise to His free grace. "Grace to it!" "Grace to it!" is the
universal and heaven·wide, heaven-long tribute.
Others indeed are present, who ha',e no share in this forgiveness,
even all the angelic hosts. Can they thus witness the joy of the
forgiven, and hear this glory ascribed, and be unmoved 1 No: they
fall before the throne on their faces, and worship God, saying, " Amen;
blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen."
Is not forgiveness a blessed gift 1 Are not they happy who have
gained it 1 Until we reach this rest of glory, while still we toil and
struggle, while still we bear the pilgrinl's staff, let us love and praise,
and give glory to our God and unto the Lamb. Let our heaven begin
before this earth is passed. Let faith exult before sight dawns; let
hope take realizing flight; and let the constant feeling of our inmost
souls be, "Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb."
A PILGRIM life is to me the sweetest this side of eternity: I am
more content with it, and I shall have time enough to rest in heaven.Whitefield.
THE best ground untilled soonest runs out into rank weeds: such
are God's children, over-grown with security ere they are aware,
unless they be well exercised both with God's plough of affliction, and
their own industry in meditation. A man of knowledge, that is either
negligent or uncorrected, cannot but grow wild and godless.-Bishop
Hall.
THE choicest beauties of nature are derived from the Author of
nature; but the beauties of Christ are all originals. The beauties of
nature also are fading; but those of Christ are everlasting. Moreover, the beauties of nature are often dangerous, and always dissatisfying; but those of Christ are always safe, and fully commensurate to
the boundless desires of the capacious and immortal mind.-L. Y.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE new number of the Quarterly Rerord has just been issued. It
contains a portrait sketch of the late Sir William Muir, together with
other illustrations and a variety of articles bearing upon the work of
the Society. Copies will be forwarded on application at the Office.
The 101st Annual Meeting will (D.V.) be held at the Mansion House
on 1tfonday Afternoon, May 4th, at 5 o'clock, when Ernest Noel, Esq.,
(D.V.) will take the Chair, supported by the Dean of St. David's, the
Revs. W. Brooke and J. H. Hallett, Messrs. F. A. Bevan, A. Hayles,
S. Collett, and other friends. The attendance of all interested in the
Institution is heartily invited.
By the death of the Rev. A. J. Baxter, of Eastbourne, the Society
has lost an attached friend, whose advocacy from pulpit and platform
was much valued by the' Committee. A deputation attended his
funeral on the 6th ult., and his services to the Institution were thankfully recorded in the Memorial Sermons on the following Lord's Day.
On the 31st ult., the financial year of the Society and the Centenary
Fund were closed. Again the Committee have proved the Lord's
faithfulness, for supplies have flowed in sufficient for the maintenance
of the increasing work of the Institution, and the Memorial Fund
referred to has substantially helped the Hornsey Rise and Stamford
Hill Homes.
Parts of two letters will show the spirit which animates many of our
friends: (a) "Enclosed please find postal order for 21/- which my
brother and I have collected for the Society. My brother is eight years
of age, and I am sixteen, and have paralysis 01 the spine, being obliged
to walk with crutches, so that I am not able to get out very much, or
perhaps I might have been able to have done a little better. However,
I am pleased to have taken part, though but a small and insignificant
one, in the Centenary Fund; for I consider the Society a most admirable
one, and worthy of support." (b)" I must tell you I had a good twenty
mile walk yesterday. I had four hours collecting in U-- for £1 13s.
I found it very hard work to introduce the Society to many. I am
not sorry that I went, although I had to walk home alter dark, and a
very wet night, and I shall now need a few days' rest; fifteen miles are
quite as much as I ought to walk, but my heart is in the work, and that
carries me on, even if I have to suffer after."
Were it not for the labours of the Lady Visitors and many Christian
friends, the Institution would lack much of that personal touch which
is one of its characteristics. We need heart to heart service, and
would beware of the machinery that takes away the life out of such
effort. There is a blessing that flows from taking the gift to the
recipient where this can be done; there is mutual joy and thanksgiving
to God, the great Source of all blessing coming to us through His wellbeloved Son, Who served us by shedding His life's blood. Shall we
not seek to serve Him by considering how we can help and encourage
His aged ones ~ The Lord stir up our hearts in this blessed service.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
The Archbishop of Canterbury has written to Mr. J. A. Kensit,
stating that he has not retired from the" Visitorship " of the Mirfield
Monkery.
During last July, Don Luis de Vargas, who is the Inspector of the
British and Foreign Bible Society in Catalonia, accompauied by a
colporteur, paid a visit to the Valley of Aran, a remote and sparselyinhabited district in the Pyrenees. From this toilsome but interesting
journey they brought back a mutilated copy of the New Testament,
which has been forwarded to London, where it occupies a place in the
Library of the Bible House. The middle pages, comprising nearly
the whole of Acts and Romans, are torn and burnt, and on one of the
blank leaves at the end of the book is an inscription of which the
following is a free translation: "This book was burnt publicly in the
market-place of Viella, a chief town in the Valley of Aran. It was
purchased by the Vicar of Viella, Don Jose Canals, from Fernando
Jumera and Manuel Pujol, two friends of the Gospel in Benos. The
Vicar wasted a large number of matches, and, being unable to burn it
entirely, he threw it on the ground and trod on it.-June 22nd, 1870."
For thirty·seven years the above-mentioned Manuel Pujol has preserved
the Book as a precious relic, and now in his old age parts with it in the
hope that the sight of this mutilated copy of God's Word may awaken
interest in his far-off mountain home, and lead to fresh efforts to evangelize this remote district of the Pyrenees.
A TELEGRAM from the Berlin Correspondent of the Standard last
month made the following interesting statement: The German Oriental
Association has issued a report of the recent archreological researches
in Babylon and Assur. The German scientists were able to unearth
the so-called "southern castle" in Babylon, a splendid example of a
magnificent Babylonian royal palace. They further ascertained that
the celebrated" Wall of Babylon" really consisted of three walls, all
built of clay bricks. The inner wall was nearly 23 feet thick; then
came a space of 39 feet; then a second wall 25 feet thick; then another
space; and finally an outer wall nearly 11 feet thick. Many private
houses were unearthed which contained valuable relics of the distant
past. The German scientists found at the deepest depths hitherto
dug the remains of human bodies without coffins. In some cases the
position of the remains suggested that they were skeletons of those
who had been killed. Professor Koldewey believes these skeletons
are traces of the destruction of Babylon by King Sennacherib of Assyria
in 689 B.O. The researches at Assur have resulted in the discovery of
a large portion of the fortification erected rotmd the western outskirts
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of the town. 'fhe unearthed fortifications have a length of nearly
two miles and a half. They consisted. of clay and brick walls and also
stone walls, bastions, and towers, flanked by a deep moat. The
investigation of the great temple to the gods Anu and Adad has now
been completed.
At a recent meeting of the Conncil of the Chmch Association the
following resolution was passed :-" That in consequence of the attempt
now being made by the Bishops in Convocation to bring back into the
Church of England the Romish Mass Vestments discarded at the
time of the Reformation, and since declared to be unlawful in the
Established Church by the KING in Council, the Chmch Association
is of opinion that the time has now arrived when an earnest and determined attempt should be made to inform the country on this subject,
and to obtain a decided expression of opinion against this retmn to
Roman superstition indicated by the above retrograde step now contemplated by the Bishops, and with a view to this effort resolves :(1) That a great meeting of protest be held in the Queen's Hall, London,
as soon as convenient; (2) That similar meetings be arranged for
Manchester, Liverpool, Sheffield, Birmingham, and Bristol, and other
towns throughout the conntry; (3) That an ' Appeal to the Throne'
be organized from Chmchmen in England, in the Colonies and British
Dependencies, and from English Churchmen resident in foreign
countries."
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TREATISES UPON THE LIFE, WALK, AND TRIU1IPH OF FAITH. By
WILLIAM ROMAlNE, M.A. A new edition, complete in one volume.
Pp. 413. Cloth, lettered, 2s. 6d. net. Postage 4d. extra.
(London: Farncombe & Son, 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, KC.), 1908.
.
This well-edited and excellently printed edition of Mr. Romaine's
immortal treatises upon the Life, Walk, and Triumph of Faith is
issued at a price which, by placing it within the reach of all, has
conferred a very real boon on the universal Church of Goel. It is
much to be feared that the Christian youth of our day have little more
than heard of this wonderful exposition of sound doctrine and ripe
spiritual experience. Both the popular Pulpit and the Press are
now practically sileClt on doctrinal subjects, and the young grQw up
utterly ignorant of the Gospel. The enterprise of the well-known
publishing firm which has produced the cheap edition under notice
will, we prayerfully hope, give impetus to the circulation of one of the
most spiritually useful books in our native tongue. Mr. Romaine was
indeed "a master of Israel "-one who was "skilful in the Word of
righteousness," a workman who needed not to be ashamed.

