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NEVER LEFT!
" Be content with such things as ye have: for He hath said; I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say,
The LORD is my HELPER, and I will not fear what man shall do
unto me."-HEB. xiii. 5, 6.
THE origin of this precious DIVINE promise is found in the Book of
Genesis. It was spoken in its oldest form to JACOB when he fled to
Haran from the revengeful purpose of his brother ESAu. The
wearied patriarch had lain down to sleep in a certain place called
BETHEL, having nothing but stones for his pillows. But he was
favoured during the night with a heavenly dream-a prophetic
vision-in which he saw a ladder set on the earth, "and the top
of it reached to heaven; and behold the angels of GOD ascending
and descending on it." The scene was full of grace, for JACOB'S
sin of deceiving his aged father to secure the blessing of the
firstborn had led to his flight from home, and to his present
outcast condition. But the grace of GOD had anticipated those
untoward circumstances.
And, behold, the LORD" stood above the ladder, and said, 1 am
the LORD GOD of ABRAHAM thy father, and the GOD of ISAAc; the
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;
and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread
abroad to the west, and to the east, and t.o the north, and to the
13
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south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all families of the earth
be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep· thee in all
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land;
for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken
to thee of" (GEN. xxviii. 10-15).
Thus, that precious promise was originally spoken, and it was
likewise Divinely remembered from generation to generation. GOD
kept it to the faith of His people down to the days of the
CHRISTIAN dispensation, and He will never suffer its truth to {ail.
"Exceeding great and precious" are the promises of our GOD,
and they are also exceeding sure. The ages that come may also
gO-;-but the fulfilment of His holy Word abideth, and cannot be
broken. J ACOB had grievously sinned, but the counsel of the
LORD must nevertheless stand. He will do all His pleasure. The
purposes of JEHOVAH'S counsel must abide.
This vision at BETHEL was designed to show the fugitive prophetically the great designs GOD had in store for IsRAEL and for the
world-and all of them in the riches of His grace. But the faith of
the PATRIARCH in those early years was small, and sorely mingled
with fears and doubts. He needed much Divine instruction and
compassionate guidance. He was naturally of an apprehensive and
foreboding nature, which appealed to the long-suffering and tender
mercy of GOD. Many things are written of him in this connection,
and for our sake they are compassionately recorded. Our heavenly
FATHER "knoweth our frame," He remembers that we are dust,
and He has compassionately shown us in His holy Word that He
enterl'! minutely into our circumstances and weighs our various
burdens with consummate care and tenderness. What a wealth of
Providential concern in our necessities He has promised to be in
that one short sentence of His Word-which some of His dear
servants have rendered, " I will never, never leave thee; no, I will
nev-er, .never, forsake thee." Thus, in the deepest distresses to
which a believer
can be brought, he has this all-comprehending
r
pledge of the DIVINE life still left, guaranteeing to him all-delivering
help and a full salvation. Sore and sharp have been the trials of
the loved children of GOD in every age, but not one has been left by
Him to sink in utter despair. His promise is "Yea, and Amen,"
and "never was forfeited yet." The weakest saints in GOD'S

The Gospel. Magazine

195

family are nothing less than conquerors, hyper-conquerors
through Him "that loved them!"
More than a Conqueror !-oh, shall it ever be !
Weak dust and ashes, shalt thou overcome?
Child of a fallen and fading humanity,
Shalt thou in triumph be borne to thy home?
More than a Conqueror !-vision of victory!
Promise of wonder and heavenly cheer!
One Who is mighty hath warred and hath won for thee;
Conquest is over and crowning is near. .
More than a Conqueror I-tell it yon hostile world,
, This is the victory, even our faith.'
More than a Conqueror !-tell thine own fainting heart,
Bid it believe what the Comforter saitb.
More than a Conqueror !-shout! 'tis the battle-cry;
E'en though thou fallest, again thou shalt rise.
Shout! for the sound may embolden some fallen one,
Low in the dust of defeat that now lies.
More than a Conqueror I-yes, though thou see it not;
Jesus already is throned and crowned.
Soon thou shalt reign with Him, all things put under thee,
Satan by thee shall be bruised and bound.
Hark! 'tis their voice who have gained the glad victory,
Theirs by the blood of the Lamb that o'ercame;
Singing their song to the harps of eternity,Praising the crucified Conqueror's Name!
Glory for ever to Him who hath loved us,
Washed us from sin by His own precious blood;
Made us victorious-sealed us invincibleCrowned us as kings and a.s priests to our God!
(A. R. c.)

No, believer, He will never give thee up, He will never, no never,
desert thee. Why, then, should fleshly fear distress thee? What
weapon formed against thee can prosper when the OMJ\'TI'OTENT
salth that it shall not ~ The poor, weak, suffering saints shall
come to Zion as crowned victors, everlasting songs shall be theirs,
to the glory of their REDEEMER and LORD.
The ISRAEL of GOD are compassionately thought and spoken of
as-" JACOB "-" thou worm JACOB" (Isa. xli. 14). What more
weak and despised than a worm ~ Yet, it is to that mean, defenceless creature Of the earth that the child of GOD is likened by the
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HIGH-Who nevertheless knows him as the cho3en object of
His everlasting love, the subject of His pll:rticular redemption, and
the special treasure of His eternal riches. Oh, child of GOD, thou
art sheltered from all possibility of evil, for the LORD holdeth thee
in the very hollow of His own hand! He Who never forsook
JACOB-though he limped to the last day of his life-will never
leave nor forsake thee until He receive thee safe into the "many
mansions" above, and thou rest "in thy lot" at the end of the
days. The blood of the LAMB is thy passport-thy sure passport
to eternal bliss-the LAMB. Himself will receive thee as the purchase
of His finished redeeming work, and will be satisfied!

MOST

THE harps of gold are ringing
Across the crystal sea ;
A gentle breath is bringing
Their echoes down to me.
Now steals their soft outpouring,
Now swells their clear acclaim ;
Throughout, the deep adoring
Of One Beloved Name.
Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
The theme of all the throng;
If Christ were not in heaven,
All silent were the song.
The sun of love is beaming
To dry the dew of tears ; Love's golden sun, outstreaming
To bless the cloudless years:
Its shining beauty brightens
The summer land above;
With warm sweet smile it lightensThat golden Sun of Love!
Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
Its glory and its light;
If Christ were not in heaven,
Its noonday were as night.
Each joy in heaven beareth
Life's freest bloom and breath;
Yet, won by blood, it weareth
The costliness of death.
From grief doth gladness borrow
The garland of the blest;
The cross of bleeding sorrow
Endears the crowned rest.
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Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
Triumphant now He stands,
The Sceptred Man in heaven,
With nail-prints in His hands.

o dower of passing. sweetness!
o cup filled to the brim!
o perfect, pure completeness
That saints possess in Him!
o sweet unwearying story,
Sung in each various tone!
And 0 fair feast of glory,
That tastes of love alone!·
Christ is the Heart of Heaven,
Its fulness and its bliss!
No banquet, e'en in heaven,
For hungering souls like this!
Clitton.

(A. R. c.)

JAMES ORMISTON.

JEHOVAH'S CONDESCENSION.
GOD is pleased to take notice of every grace, even the least and lowest,
and every gracious inclination in any of His servants. To fear Hi8
name seems no great matter; yet these have a promise. To think on
His name seems less; yet is this set down in a " book of remembrance."
A desire is a small matter, especially of the poor man; yet God regards
the desire of the poor, and calls a good desire kindness; "The desire
of a man is his kindness." A tear makes no great noise; yet hath It
voice-" God hath heard the voice of my weeping." It is no pleasant
water, yet God bottles it up. A groan is a poor thing; yet is the best
part of prayer sometimes. A sigh is less; yet God is awakened and
raised up by it. A look is less than all these; yet this is regarded.
Breathing is less; yet the Church could speak of no more. Panting
is less than breathing, when one is spent for lack of breath; yet this is
all the godly can sometimes boast of. Blessed are the poor, the meek,
they that mourn, and they who hunger and thirst. Never did Harmah
pray better than when she could get out never a word, but cried: nor
did the publican, than when he smote his breast, and cried, "God be
merciful to me, a sirmer." How sweet is music upon the waters. How
fruitful are the lowest valleys. Mourning hearts are most musical;
the lowest most fruitful. The Good Shepherd ever takes most care
of His weak lambs and feeble sheep. The Father makes most of the
least; and the mother looks most after the sick child. How comfortable is that word of the Saviour; "It is not the will of your Father
which is in Heaven that one of these little ones should perish." And
that Heaven is not to be entered but by such as are like "the little
child."
John Sheffield (1654).
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"HE IS RISEN."
" He is not he're,. tor He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay."-MATT. xxviii. 6.

glorious announcement was made by an angel of the Lord to
the women who came early to the sepulchre on the third day after
our Lord's crucifixion. The women were devoted followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ, but they had no thought of His resurrection on
that eventful morning. Their object in visitilig the sepulchre was
that they might anoint His dead body (Mark xvi. 1).
On their way to the sepulchre they had said among themselves:
" Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre 1 "
On reaching the sepulchre, however, " they saw that the stone was
rolled away" (Mark xvi. 2, 3). That stone had been removed by
angelic hands, and the Lord Jesus had risen from the dead. A
great earthquake had taken place and "the angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from
the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and
his raiment white as snow. And for fear of him the keepers did
shake and became as dead men." Hence, when the women came to
the sepulchre, they were confronted by the angel, who said to them,
"Fear nQtye; for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.
He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay." Let our Wayside Note on this occasion,
then, take the form of a meditation on the great event of our Lord's
resurrection from the dead. The theme is vast, and only a few
thoughts suggested by the context can be considered.
First, observe that His resurrection was an unexpected event.
It was unexpected by His enemies. They remembered that he had
said, "After three days I will rise again," but they had no idea
that the prediction would be fulfilled. They regarded Him as a
"deceiver," and they were afraid that His disciples might come l;>y
night and steal His dead body, and then say to the people: "He
is risen from the dead."
To prevent this they repaired to Pilate and said: "Command
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day."
THIS
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Pilate agreed to their wish. "So they went, and made the sepulchre
sure,. sealing the stone, and setting a watch." How vain, howeve,r,
were all their plans and arrangements! Who can frustrate the
predestined purposes of J ebovah ~ Who can hinder the accomplish.
ment of His designs ~ " Hath He said, and shall He not do it ~ "
" Yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed
it, I will also do it." (See Num. xxiii. 19; Isa. xlvi. 11.)
" Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;
Christ hath burst the gates of hell;
Death in vain forbids His rise;
Christ hath opened Paradise."
To His disciples also His resurrection was unexpected.
Frequently He announced to them this glorious event. "From
that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that
He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,and be raised again the
third day." (See Matt. xvi. 21; xvii. 23; xx. 19.)
But tbe assurance, the promise, the prediction, though often
repeated, did not take hold of them. Accordingly, when the women
came to the sepUlchre, they came thinking of a dead Christ. They
came to anoint His dead body. In spite of His promises, His
disciples generally regarded His death as the blasting of all their
hopes. " We trusted that it had been He which should have
redeemed Israel," was their grief-stricken remark. Ah, how much
are the Lord's people to-day like the disciples of our Lord's day t
Our God hath "given unto us exceeding great and precious
promises," but how little we believe in the faithfulness of the
Promiser! How little we expect the fulfilment of the promises!
Be humbled, then, 0 my soul at this; the resurrection of thy Lord
from the dead in fulfilment of His own Word is a rebuke to thine
unbelief. "He is risen, as He said." Therefore" He is faithful
that promised."
Secondly, notice, that His resurrection was a well-established event.
We need not go further than this chapter (Matt. xxviii.) to prove
this.
It was established by the testimony of the empty tomb. The angel
said, "Come, see the place where the Lord lay." The tomb was
empty. What had become of the body ~ If the disciples had
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stolen it, where had they put it 1 It is one of the most difficult
things in the world to get rid of a dead body if it is not buried in
the ordinary way. If the disciples had been able to steal the body,
and then proclaim that He had risen, the fraud would soon have
been discovered. But the chief priests and Pharisees had taken
careful precautions to prevent the body from being stolen. Moreover, as we have seen, the disciples had no expectation that He
would rise from the dead. Hence the thought of fraud never
entered their heads. Yet the tomb was empty. "The place
where the Lord lay" was no longer occupied. What is the explanation of this? It can only be that which was given by the angel:
"He is not here,"" He is risen." The empty tomb testifies to
our Surety's victory over the grave.
Again, His resurrection was established by the testimol1.y of the
keepers.
At first, when the angel of the Lord appeared, fear took hold of
them and they shook and" became as dead men." Subsequently
they" came into the city, and showed unto the chief priests all the
things that were done." This testimony implied that they believed
that His resurrection had taken place. True they were bribed by
the Jewish Sanhedrin to say, "His disciples came by night, and
stole Him away while we slept," but such a story was untrue on
the face of it.. The Roman soldiers were thus made to bear
unwilling ~estimony to the great fact of our Lord's resurrection.
The event was also established by angelic testimony. Just as a
heavenly meSS{lnger announced the tidings of the birth of the longpromised Messiah, so a heavenly messenger announced the good
tidings of His triumph over death. In the one case, the angel said:
" Fear not . . . for unto you is born this daY,in the city of David,
a Saviour, which isOhrist the Lord." In the other, the angel said,
!' Fear not . . . He is not here, for He is risen."
" Oome, ye saints, look here and wonder,
See the place where Jesus lay;
He has burst His bands asunder;
He has borne our sins away;
Joyful tidings!
Yes, the Lord is risen to-day."
It may be noted further, that His resurrection was established by
the- test1:mony of the women.
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"They departed from the sepulchre . • . and did run to bring
His disciples word." On their way "Jesus met them . . . and
they came and held Him by the feet and worshipped Him," and
He said to them, "Be not afraid; go tell My brethren that they go
int.:> Galilee, and there shall they see Me."
Thus their eyes, their ears, and their hands could bear testimony
to His resurrection, for they saw Him, they heard Him, and they
"held Him." They could say: "That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the
Word of life . . . that which we have seen and heard declare we
unto you" (1 John i. 1, 3).
The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is not
then a " cunningly-devised fable," but it is a well-established fact;
borne witness to by the empty tomb, the report of the Roman
watch, the announcement of a heavenly messenger whose
"countenance was like lightning," and the testimony of believing
women who had no expectation of the glorious event.
" , The Lord is risen indeed ! '
And are the tidings true?
Yes, they beheld the Saviour bleed,
And saw Him living too.
" , The Lord is risen indeed,'
Then justice asks no more;
Mercy and truth are now agreed,
Who stood opposed before.
/( , The Lord is risen indeed,'
Then is His work performed,
The captive Surety now is freed,
And death, our foe, disarmed.
" , The Lord is risen indeed,'
Then hell has lost his prey;
With Him is risen the ransomed seed
To reign in endless day."
Thirdly, observe that His resurrection was an event which caused
g'reat ioy.
The women " departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and
great ioy; and did run to bring His disciples word." The Lord
had said to His disciples: " Ye now therefore have sorrow: but I
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will see you again, and .your heart shall rejoice,and your joy no
man taketh from you." The hearts of the women were filled with
joy, for they now knew they would see the beloved face of their
Redeemer again. We,. too, dear fellow-believers,> have reason to
rejoice, and to rejoice greatly, that our Lord and Saviour has
conquered death. His resurrection is the pledge of the resurrection
of all His redeemed people to heavenly and eternal glory. The day
will dawn when it will be possible,to say of the bodies of all the
saints of God, " They.are not here, they are risen." "For the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Ohrist
shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one
another with these worill:."
" 0 joyful sound! 0 glorious hour !
When Jesus, b Almighty power,
Revived and left the grave.
In all His works behold Him great!
Before, almighty to create !
Almighty now to save!
" , The First-begotten from the dead,'
Behold Him risen, His people's Head!
To make their life. secure.
They too, like Him, shall yield their breath,
Like Him, shall burst the bands of death:
Their resurrection sure.
" Why should His people now be sad
None have such reason to be glad,
As reconciled to God.
Jesus, the mighty Saviour, lives;
To them eternal life He gives,
The purchase of His blood.

~

" Ye ransomed, let your praise resound,
And in your Master's work abound,
Steadfast, immovable:
Be sure your labour's not in vain ;
Your bodies shall be raised again,
No more corruptible!"

Bath.

>

THOMAS

HOUGHTON.
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18tlgrtm lIJapttSl.
WELLSPRINGS.
"The Throne of Grace.."-HEB. iv. 16.

\.

WHO more than the Apostle, who under Divine inspiration penned
these words, has valued the throne of grace? He, who felt himself
to be of sinners the very" chief," of saints" less than the least,"
knew much likewise of the sweet access that the precious blood makes
for such. The earliest recorded act of Saul of Tarsus after his conversion is, "he prayeth." He had been suddenly stopped in his career
of sinful zeal and havoc-making of the Church of God, and falling to
the earth had cried, "Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to do? "
The answer was Divinely given him: "I. will show thee what thou
must do." A willing disciple was found in Ananias, who went on
his Lord's errand to tell him what things he must suffer for Christ's
sake: The directions given to Ananias' were, " Enquire in the house
of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth." This
was he who became the great apostle to the Gentiles, who could testify
of the glorious High Priest within the veil, Whose precious blood has
ransomed, redeemed, and reconciled sinners unto God the Father,
and thus has opened up the way unto the Holiest. Moreover, He
gives His children the right to enter and plead, nor do they plead in
vain. "For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need."
How early in the history of man was this mercy seat set forth!
The need of it was Divinely recognized so soon as man had fallen.
" So He drove out the man: and He placed at the east of the garden
of Eden, cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to keep the way of the tree of life" (Gen. iii. 24). Man-fallen Adamdriven out of Paradise; and a flaming cone of fire turning every way
to keep the way of the tree of life! How can man-now sinful, exiled,
driven out from communion with his Master, under sentence of death
by reason of his sin-now approach J ehovah? The Tree of Life
can now be tasted only on resurrection ground. A new and a living
way must be opened up, and only the Divine counsel can devise the
means to bring back rebel man. Jesus becomes the all-gracious
Mediator and" Propitiation for our sins," and He is the mercy seat
for His people.
Next, we read of the mercy seat as the principal piece of furniture
in the Tabernacle; for the sheltering of which, in fact, the Tabernacle
was devised. God tabernacling with men; taking flesh, and th;tt to
redeem man from under the curse of the law, was His dominant
thought; that He might show His love in purchasing to Himself a
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body, a church. In Exodus xvi. 34 we read of Aaron laying up the
pot of manna" as the Lord commanded Moses," " before the testimony,
to be kept." In Exodus xxv. we get the full instructions given by
Jehovah to Moses concerning the structure of the Ark. And very
minute and emphatic are all the instructions concerning it, so much
so that it would be impossible in this article to discuss them in
detail, but we may say in a few words that the Ark was the testification
of God's will and work. It was also an indication of where God was,
where His will was, and where His glorious provision was. The Ark
contained only the tables of the Covenant. Nothing else w)los put
therein. The lid exactly covered it, and thus we see in type how
mercy, in the person of Christ, exactly met--covered--every requirement of the law.
As to the thickness of the lid, no dimensions are given among the
instructions concerning this article of furniture. The lid of the Ark was
the mercy seat; and of Jesus, our Mercy Seat, the Apostle Paul aspires to
" comprehend with all saints what is the breadth and length and depth
and height; and to know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge."
And as no dimensions can be found of the mercy seat "wrought by
Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wise-hearted man, in whom the Lord put
wisdom and understanding, to know how to work all manner of work for
the service of the sanctuary, according to all the Lord had commanded,"
so also His children can only say: "It passeth knowledge, that dear
love "of Thine." It is unmeasurable, inconceivable, unspeakable!
The shittim wood of which it was made sets forth the humanity of
Christ; and the gold with which it was overlaid, within and without,
the glory of the Divine man. Thus we see the inseparableness of the
two natures: "Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; hail the Incarnate
Deity."
" Then its position within the Holy of Holies. This, and Aaron's
appearing there once a year, and that not without blood, on the Great
Day- of Atonement, set forth Jesus "within the veil." Oh! what
blessed lessons are to be learnt from the Ark, of Him Who is His people's
Mercy Seat--atonement, covering, and propitiation! And this is
all our need; yours and mine, beloved. To know that,""From every stormy wind that blows,
From every swelling tide of woes,
There is a calm and sure retreat;
'Tis found beneath the Mercy Seat.
Ah! whither could we flee for aid,
When tempted, desolate, dismayed?
Or how the hosts of hell defeat?
Had suffering saints no Mercy Seat."
This is Jesus, and" He is the propitiation [Greek word for mercy
seat] for our sins," says the Apostle John. "If any man sin, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus "Christ the righteous."
Oh! is this not an encouragement to some doubting, downcast one

The GosPel Magazine
who has been taught his sinnership by the Holy Ghost t
hymn says:" A sinner is a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost has made him so."
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And when awakened, the language of his heart is, " I flee unto Thee
to hide me."
It Be
Thou my Shield and Hiding-place,
That, sheltered near Thy side,
I may my fierce accuser face,
And tell him, Thou hast died."
The mercy seat is God's appointed "way to the tree of life," as
we have seen. It is God's "seat." His servant Job cried in his
bitter complaint:
Oh, that I knew where I might find Him, tl{at I
might come even unto His seat." And Jehovah calls it "the place
of My throne." J'his brings us to our text: "Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need." Boldly is a very strong word;
but it is used because of, and based upon, the argument that has gone
before. The Apostle seeks to encourage coming sinners to lay aside
their sinful unbelief when they draw near the mercy seat, where Jesus,
their all-prevailing Intercessor, their Divine High Priest, is ready to
"welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve," and to cast out "the spirit of
bondage again to fear," by that perfect, complete, and all-covering
love of His! To" come boldly," according to Dr. Bullinger's lexicon,
is " the speaking all one thinks: freedom or frankness of speaking.
A frankness that under some circumstances amounts to boldness and
intrepidity." It is coming in the spirit of queen Esther: "So will
I go in unto the king; and if I perish, I perish"; but with far more
assurance than hers, for none ever perished at the feet of Jesus. None
would ever seek to approach His throne without having been taught
the need of His forgiveness. It is the realization of the burden of
sin that causes us to arise and go to our Father, and say unto Him,
"Father, I have sinned"; and that is pleasing in His sight, because
He is always ready to hear His little helpless, sin-burdened children
pleading the precious efficacy of Jesus' blood thus. Oh! it is because
of His precious blood-the sinner's only plea, that all sinners have
hope. And when by grace we resolve to flee to the mercy seat, we
are taught by the Divine Spirit that we have not to come as slaves,
nor in slavish fear, but with holy boldness and confidence, "through
the faith that is ID Him," and thus do we find ourselves drawn thither
by that perfect love which casteth out fear. Oh! this is liberty, aCQess,
boldness, which Jesus loves to exercise in the hearts of His coming
ones. It is honouring Him to thus acknowledge His ability, and willingness, and delight to save unto the uttermost all who come unto>
God by Him. It is giving Him His right. It is declaring Him King
upon His throne. For throne implies kingship; and our King sitteth
a King for ever, and His throne is a throne of grace and mercy! From
H
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thence come no arbitrary dealings of a just God from mere mercy;
but for Jesus' sake, the just God is also the Saviour, and is gracious
to His people in Christ, Whom He hath exalted to be " a Prince and a
Saviour, to give repentance unto His people."
Thus His throne is rightly called" the throne of grace." The meetingplace of the poor, lost, guilty, undone sinner, and the free, unmerited
favour and love of Jesus, of Whom it was said: "This Man receiveth
sinners, and eateth with them." Eateth with them implies communion
and fellowship, and such is His love Who has declared: "I will sup
with them."
Seek to draw near with ,a promise in your hand, as soon as your
need arises. Look not around you; the hedge of thorns is sharp.
Look not beneath; the waves threaten to overwhelm. But" let your
eyes look right on," and upward, and in holy boldness and confidence
encourage your heart.
" Approach, my soul, the mercy seat,
Where Jesus answers prayer;
There humbly fall before His feet,
For none can perish there.
Thy promise is my only plea,
With this I venture nigh;
Thou callest burdened souls to Thee,
And such, 0 Lord, am I.
Poor tempest-tossed soul, be still ;
My promised grace receive;
I'll work in thee both power and will ;
Thou shalt in Me believe."
Children of God, seek much grace to prize your mercy seat! You
need be always there! As the poet says : " And who that knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes to be oftener there."
The consciousness of sin, and the constant proneness to sin, must
needs always supply you with a plea to be there-confessing and
washing. Your soul will find it a most gracious, all-glorious provision
~the throne of grace! And whilst the deep consciousness of sin
causes you to betake yourself there, there to unbosom your heart
and cast down your burden, you will bear away a song of that free
grace of which your King Jesus makes you a partaker through His
precious, all-efficacious blood. Redeemed sinners make much of
their throne of grace, as only redeemed sinners can. May you and I
be found oftener there, applying to the precious blood, confessing our
sins, and failures, and shortcomings, and receiving that restoring grace,
that peace-bought pardon and restoring love, which none but" His
loved ones know."
R.
N.B.-The reader will observe that the Cherubim on the mercy seat
have not been touched upon in this brief article.
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THE PORTRAIT.-JOHN CALVIN.*
JOHN CALVIN, an eminent Reformer, was born on the 10th of July;
1509, at Noyon, a city of France, in the territory of Soissons, fiftyeight miles north-east of Paris. His parents were Gerard Calvin and
Jane Francke, of good repute and competent estate, who bestowed
on him a liberal education. They intended him for the service of the
Church, and sent him from the grammar-school to the college of La
Marche, in Paris, where he was instructed in the grounds of literature
by Maturinus Corderius, who was one of the best grammarians and
schoolmasters in France; for he was a man of probity, and understood
the Latin tongue well, and diligently applied himself to his function.
Calvin afterwards dedicated to him his Gommentary upon the first
Epistle to the Thessalonians. He was removed from under his
tuition, and placed under the care of Hispanus, a Spanish master,
in Montague College, where he studied logic and divinity.
As Calvin ~as designed for the study of divinity, his father early
obtained for him a benefice in the cathedral of Noyon, and he had a
curacy in Marteville, a neighbouring village, which he exchanged fOB
the curacy of Pont I'Eveque, a village near Noyon. He afterwards
became acquainted with Robert Olivetan, his kinsman, and was
instructed by him in the doctrines of the reformed religion.
His father, changing his mind, chose to bring him up to the law; so
that after he had finished his studies at Paris, he was sent to Orleans,
where he studied the civil law, under the direction of Peter I'Etoile,
who was president in the parliament of Paris, and called in Latin,
Petrus Stella.
CALVIN made great progress in the civil law at Orleans, and was
highly esteemed by the professors in that university. He at the same
time did not neglect the study of the Holy Scriptures, and was esteemed
so good a casuist, that many who loved the doctrines of the Reformation,
came to him to be satisfied in their doubts, and were great admirers
of his learning and his zeal for these doctrines.
He became acquainted with Melchior Wolmar, who was professor
of Greek at Bourges, and famous both for his religion and learning.
CALVIN was some time at Bourges, and studied with success the Greek
language under Wolmar. He afterwards dedicated to him his Comment
upon the second Epistle to the Corinthians as he had done that upon
the first Epistle to the Thessalonians to his Latin master, Corderius.
While CALVIN was studying the civil law, he neglected not that of
divinity, and preached several sermons in a neighbouring town called
Liveria. But his father dying in 1532, on that account he went to
settle his affairs in his own country, and afterwards went to Paris,
being in the twenty-third year of his age, with a resolution to make
divinity his principal study. At this time he wrote an excellent
Commentary upon Seneca de Clementia. After a f~w months' stay
.. "JOHN CALVIN "-reprinted verbatim from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE of

April, 1766.

.

208

The Gospel Magazine

at Paris, he became acquainted with those that professed the reformed
religion, and particularly with Stephen Forgeus, an eminent merchant,
who afterwards sealed the truth with his blood.
At the earnest request of many godly persons, who held their private
meetings at Paris, CALVIN laid aside all his other studies, and wholly
applied himself to that of divinity,. and was prospered greatly therein.
He was esteemed in the- French congregations as one of the most able
and best qualified men to teach and defend the doctrines of the
Reformation, which had lately been introduced into that kingdom.
Nicholas Cope was then rector of the university of Paris, who had
a speech to make on the first of November, 1532, in which, by the
advice and assistance of CALVIN, he spoke about religion more purely
and clearly than usual. This greatly displeased the _ members of the
Sorbonne and the parliament of Paris, insomuch that the rector was
summoned to appear before them, but he fled out of the kingdom to
Basil. They also sent to apprehend CALVIN in the college of Ferteret,
but he escaped out of the window by the help of the sheets, and they
seized his papers, among which were letters found that discovered
several of his correspondents.
It pleased God to appease this storm against CALVIN by the pious
and prudent diligence of the queen of Navarre, the only sister of King
Francis 1., a princess of extraordinary talents, and much esteemed for
her piety, wit, and the productions of her pen.. She married, in 1527,
Henry d'.Albert H. King of Navarre, and would gladly have introduced
into his dominions the reformed religion. The reformers were protected
under her patronage; and she wrote a book in French rhyme, called,
The Mirror of the Skilful Soul, which was censured by the college of
Sorbonne. No mention was made in it either of male or female saints,
merits, or any other purgatory than the blood of Jesus Christ. Many
of the reformed clergy were maintained in schools at her expense,
not only in France but also in Germany. She took extraordinary
care to preserve and secure those that were in danger for the Protestant
religion, and to succour the refugees at Strasburg and Geneva. She
sent for CALVIN to her court, treated him with great respect, and heard
him gladly.
This princess was poisoned at Paris in 1572, a little before the bloody
massacre in that city. Henry IV. of France was the son of this queen.
This prince was a Calvinist by profession, which religion he loved,
but the temptation of a crown prevailed upon him to renounce the
reformed religion, and to declare himself a Romanist. Gratitude
would not permit him to destroy the Calvinists, to whom he was
indebted for his crown, and therefore he cherished and protected the
Protestants. It may not be thought improper to have given this
short account of the family of Navarre, who protected CALVIN, and
promoted the reformed religion as taught by him.
AfterCALVIN escaped out of the window from Paris, as before related,
he retired to Xaintonge, where he gained the friendship of Lewis du
Tillet, Canon of Angoulesme, at whose request he composed Christian
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exhortations, which were read as homilies in some parishes, to accustom
the people gradually to search after the truth. He went from
Angoulesme to Poitiers, where he drew after him new disciples, to
whom he administered the sacrament in caves and grottoes.
He paid Stapulensis a visit at Nerac, in Gascony, and returned to
Paris in 1534, at the time that Roussel and Coraldus were banished
that city, and orders were issued for apprehending the reformers.
Servetus was then at Paris, where that unhappy man dispersed his
books against the sacred Trinity; in which he was opposed by CALVIN,
who agreed to meet him; but Servetus would not appear at the
appointed conference, being afraid of the very sight of CALVIN.
Francis I. persecuted the reformers, and commanded eight of them
to be burnt alive in the four principal parts of Paris. This persecution
made CALVIN resolve to quit France as soon as he had published a
treatise at Orleans concerning the Psychopannychia, against the error
of the soul's sleeping after leaving the body to the day of judgment.
He chose Basil for the place of his retreat, where he was accompanied
by his brother, Anthony Calvin, and Lewis du Tillet. He soon
contracted a particular friendship with Grynreus and Capito, with
whom he studied Hebrew. He endeavoured to conceal himself, yet
was forced to publish his Institutions, which work greatly contributed
to his reputation, and was dedicated to Francis I. on August 1,
1536. It was afterwards translated into many of the European
languages.
When CALVIN had published this book, he took a journey into Italy,
to wait on the duchess of Ferrara, the daughter of Lewis XII. She
was a princess of exemplary piety, and a favourer of the Reformation.
CALVIN endeavoured to confirm her in the truths of the Gospel, and
on this account she had a great esteem for him all his life, and even
after his death honoured his memory. He soon set out for Basil, and
was obliged, on account of the war, to go through the Duke of Savoy's
dominions. This seemed a particular direction of Providence, that
designed him for Geneva, where he was kindly entertained by William
Farel, who prevailed with him, with great difficulty, to continue there;
for when Farel saw that persuasions alone would not prevail, he said to
him, "Behold, I declare to you, in the name of the Almighty God,
that unless you will here become fellow·labourer in the work of the
Lord, His curse will be upon you, as seeking your own, rather than
the things of Jesus Christ."
CALVIN being much affected with these awful expressions of Farel,
who was seconded by Viret, submitted to the judgment of the
presbytery and magistrates, by whose votes, together with the hearty
approbation and consent of the people, he was chosen preacher and
divinity professor. He complied with the latter, and would have
declined the former, but he was obliged to undertake both functions,
which was in the year of our Lord 1536.
This year was also remarkable for a stricter league between Bern
and Geneva, as also for the establishment of the Gospel at Lausanne,
14
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where a free-disputation was held between the Romanists and Prote8tants, at which CALVIN was present.
CALVIN was to the Genevese the father of their liberty, and the
former of their church. The people solemnly agreed to a form of faith,
and publicly renounced popery. He also compiled a short Catechism,
which contained the principal points of religion, and was taught in
Geneva, and he endeavoured to reconcile the principal families to one
another, which had been divided into several factions.
Hooker, in his preface to his Ecclesiastical Polity, gives a great
character of CALVIN, as the head of the Genevan discipline: "A
founder it had, whom, for mine own part, I think incomparably the
wisest man that ever the French did enjoy, since it enjoyed him. His
bringing up was in the study of the civil law. Divine knowledge he
gathered not by hearing or reading so much as by teaching others :
for though thousands were debtors to him, as touchi~g knowledge
in that kind, yet he to none, but only God, the author of that blessed
fountain, the book of life; and of the admirable dexterity of wit,
together with the help of other learning, which were his guides; till
being occasioned to leave France, he fell at length upon Geneva, which
city the bishop and clergy thereof had a little before forsaken, as some
do aflirm, being of likelihood frighted with the people's sudden attempt
for the abolishment of the popish religion. At the coming of CALVIN
thither, the form of their civil regiment was popular, as it continueth
to this day: neither king, nor duke, nor noblemen, of any authority
or power over them; but officers chosen by the people yearly out of
themselves, to order all things with public consent. For spiritual
government they had no laws at all agreed upon; but did what the
pastors of their souls could by persuasion win them unto. CALVill
considered how dangerous it was that the whole estate of that church
should hang still on so slender a thread as the liking of an ignorant
multitude, if it hath power to change whatsoever itself liketh. Wherefore, taking unto him two of the other ministers, for more countenance
of the action, albeit the rest were all against him, they moved and
persuaded the people to bind theIllSelves by solemn oath, first, never
to admit the papacy among them again; and, secondly, to live in
obedience unto such orders concerning the exercise of their religion,
and the form of their ecclesiastical government, as those their true
and faithful ministers of God's Word had, agreeably to Scripture, set
down to that end and purpose."
The doctrines of the Gospel were now entertained, and popery
renounced in Geneva; but the profane courses they had been indulged
in by the popish clergy, and the factious spirit in the great families,
were not removed. Therefore CALVIN, assisted by his colleagues,
Farel and Caroldus, declared that both their gentle adm?nitions and
serious exhortations being disregarded, they could not administer the
holy sacrament ot the Lord's Supper to persons at variance among
themselves, and so much averse to ecclesiastical discipline.
Moreover, the church of Geneva made use of leavened bread in the
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communion. They had also removed the baptismal fonts out of the
churches, and abolished all festivals except the Lord's day, which was
to be sanctified according to the fourth commandment. But the
churches of the Canton of Bern disapproved of these three things, and
by an act made in the synod of Lausanne, required that the use of
unleavened bread or wafers, the baptismal fonts, and the festivals,
should be re-established in Geneva. CALVIN, and the ministers of
Geneva, were not willing to comply with these things and desired a
synod might be called at Zurick.
The syndics or magistrates of Geneva, summoned the people in
1538, and CALVIN, Farel, and Courant, presented themselves before
the council, offering to make good their confession of faith. The
syndics, being Romanists in their hearts, favoured the discontented
party, and the council, under pretence of preserving the privileges
and liberties of the city, and because CALVIN and his two colleagues
would not conform to the custom of Bern, in celebrating the communion,
made an order to enjoin these three worthy servants of Jesus Christ
to leave the city in three days. When this decree was brought to
CALVIN, he said, " Truly, if I had served men, I should have had an
ill reward: but it is well that I have served Him who doth always
perform to His servants what He hath once promised."
CALVIN had no maintenance from the city, and lived at his own
expense. He went to Basil, and from thence to Strasburg, where
Bucer and Capito gave him many marks of their esteem. He was
also caressed by Hedio, and other pious and learned men, who procured
him permission from the magistrates to set up a French church, of
which he became the pastor, and had a competent maintenance allowed
him there. He was also made professor of divinity, which frustrated
the expectation of the see of Rome, as CALVIN settled in a new place,
and a new church was erected for the former subverted.
While CALVIN was absent from Geneva, Cardinal Sodolet, Bishop of
Carpentras, wrote an eloquent letter to the inhabitants of that city,
to exhort them to return into the- bosom of the Romish Church. CALVIN
answered that letter in 1539, in which he manifested his affection for
the church of Geneva, and disappointed the views which the cardinal
had in his fine, artful letter to that State.
The popes and ecclesiastics would have been so far from abandoning
their beloved interests, founded upon ignorance and superstition, that
they would have willingly established a bloody inquisition, not only
in Italy and Spain, but in other countries, which would have tended
to smother and extinguish those lights of the Gospel that began to
then sparkle. But it pleased God that Lutheranism gained such
strength and stability, that it prevented the tyranny of an inquisition
in Germany, and the reformation of CALVIN secured the liberty of
the other countries.
Luther, CALVIN, Bucer, and other bright stars which shone in the
reformed churches, were, by the blessing of God, made instruments
of removing the darkness and ignorance of popery. The divines at
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Strasburg desired CALVIN to assist at the diet the emperor had called
at Worms and Ratisbon in 1541, to see if it was possible to reconcile
the differences in religion. He appeared there with Bucer, and
conferred with Melanchthon, who called him his divine.
The time was now come wherein God designed to show mercy to his
church at Geneva by establishing it, and by recalling CALVIN. The
Syndics who had promoted the decree of his banishment were dead or
banished, and the people were not before so willing to be rid of their
faithful and pious pastor as they were now importunate to obtain
him again from them who had given him entertainment, and were
unwilling to part with him, if serious and irresistible solicitations had
not been used.
One of ,the town ministers, who saw in what manner the people
were inclined for the recalling of CALVIN, gave him notice of their
affection in this sort: "The Senate of two hundred being assembled,
they all desire CALVIN, that good and learned man, the minister of
Christ." When CALVIN understood this, he praised God, and judged
it was the call of heaven. He said, "It is marvellous in our eyes;
for the stone which the builders refused, was made the head of the
corner." And this Scripture seems to have been fulfilled at that time,
" When a man's ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemies
to be at peace with him" (Prov. xvi. 7). In his absence, he had
persuaded them, with whom he was able to prevail, that though he
more approved of common bread to be used in the eucharist, yet they
should rather accept the other than cause any trouble in the church
about it.
The people saw that the name of CALVIN was revered every day
more and more, and that, with his fame their infamy was also spread,
who had ejected him with such rashness and folly. "Besides," as
Hooker says, "it was not unlikely but that his credit in the world
might many ways stand the poor town in great stead: as the truth is,
their minister's foreign estimation hath been the best stake in their
hedge. But whatever secret respects were likely to move them, for
contenting of their minds, CALVIN returned, as it had been another
Tully, to his own home."
He re-entered Geneva on the 13th of September, 1541, to the
inexpressible satisfaction both of the people and of the magistracy;
for the Senate acknowledged the wonderful goodness and mercy of
God towards them, in restoring him to them again. And the Senate
of Strasburg having decreed that after a time he should return to
them again, that of Geneva by their constant application so far
prevailed as to have the decree reversed, yet that the pension they had
settled upon CALVIN should be continued. But he could never be
persuaded to receive it, for he seemed not to value the riches of this
world.
He being thus restored to his church, and perceiving that a discipline
agreeable to Scripture was necessary, he intimated to them that he
could not comfortably exercise his ministry among them, unless,
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together with the doctrines of the GOIlpel, they would establish the presbyterian government for the well-regulating of the church. In that
government the pastor or minister of the church is the first elder, and
others of the church are chosen to be lay-elders, and to have the
government of the church in all matters of discipline; they also choose
deacons, who are laymen, and their province is to take care of the,
poor of the church, and also to give their advice in the consistory,
session or meeting of the church. This model of church-government
was drawn up and received by the church at Geneva, as agreeable to
the Holy Scriptures.
After the same manner Mr. John Knox, an eminent minister of the
Gospel, and of an heroic spirit, settled presbyterian government in
Scotland, which hath been wonderfully preserved to this time, notwithstanding the persecution and opposition made to it from Scotch
Episcopalians, who have been also enemies to the Protestant succession.
In Scotland the government of every particular church and parish
is in the minister, lay-elders, and deacons, that sit in general in the
session or consistory; twelve parishes, more or less, constitute a
Presbytery, which is chiefly attended by the ministers in that division,
but the lay-elders have a right to be present. These meetings are
commonly every month. Five or six presbyteries, more or less, make
a synod, whi-ch meets twice a year, and the national synod or general
assembly once a year. There may be an appeal from any of the three
judicatories to the national assembly. There are near one thousand
ministers in Scotland.
CALVIN wrote a catechism in French and Latin, not much different
from the former but larger, divided into questions and answers, which
was well done, and met with such approbation and entertainment
abroad, that it was translated into English, German, Dutch and
Spanish, and even into Hebrew by Tremelius, and into Greek by Henry
Stevens.
He was a very diligent and laborious minister; every other Sabbath
he preached twice: he read his divinity-lectures on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday. Every Thursday he assisted in the consistory, for
the exercise of church discipline. On Friday he read a lecture for
explaining some difficult places of Scripture. Moreover, he wrote
many commentaries on the Holy Scriptures, and answers to the
adversaries to the truths of the Gospel. He also wrote many letters
of advice and directions in many important affairs, so that we may
wonder how one man was able to go through so much business.
CALVIN was greatly pleased with his colleagues Farel and Viret; for
they contributed much to the comfort of one another. And as their
intimate friendship was envied by the wicked, so it was very grateful
to all good men; for it was a very pleasant sight to see three men
so famous in the church, and agreeing in the work of the Lord, and yet
so excelling in several gifts of the Spirit. Farel excelled in a certain
greatness of mind, whose thundering sermons were often heard with
trembling, and whose ardent prayers would appear to lift a man up
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into heaven. Viret excelled in sweet eloquence, so that he seemed to
chain his hearers to his lips. CALVIN was admired for his great
judgment in divine things, whose grave and pithy sentences made
a deep impression upon the minds of his hearers. Beza said, "That
the gifts of these three men meeting in one, would make a complete
preacher."
Besides the above-mentioned labours of CALVIN, he had the charge
and care of a family, and of many foreign affairs; for God so blessed
his ministry, that from all parts of the Christian world he was sought
to, partly for advice in matters of religion, and partly to hear him
preach. In his time there was in that city an Italian, an English, and
a 'Spani~h church, besides the church of Geneva, so that the city of
Geneva seemed too little to entertain all that came to it for his sake.
Both the ministers and people of Geneva engaged themselves toa
perpetual observance of the form of discipline settled by CALVIN;
though he was opposed, yet by his constancy, joined with much
moderation, he overcame all difficulties, and showed that the true
doctrine and church discipline were to be taken from the Word of God.
He surmounted all oppositions at Geneva, and also governed the
Protestants in France, who almost all adhered to the doctrine of
CALVIN, and received ministers from Genen to preach in their
congregations.
CALVIN clearly rejected not only transubstantiation but also consubstantiation: the former is maintained by the papists, namely,
that the body and blood of Christ in the Lord's Supper are changed
into Christ's real body and blood: the latter by the Lutherans, namely,
that the body and blood of Christ are substantially present, together
with the substance of the bread and wine. CALVIN asserts that the
body of Jesus Christ is really and substantially present in heaven, and
that it is united to us only by faith, in a spiritual manner, by the
incomprehensible working of the Holy Spirit. He affirms, that these
words, "This is My body," ought to be understood in a figurative
manner, and that the' sign is there put for the thing signified, as when
it is said, " This rock is Christ, the Lamb is the passover; and circumcision is the covenant."
He did not differ much from Luther in other points of doctrine.
He held the same principles as to the imputed righteousness of Christ,
and our justification by faith receiving and relying upon Christ, His
blood and righteousness. He also added the impossibility of the
faithful falling totally and finally from grace. He likewise condemned
more fully than the Lutherans the invocation of saints, the worship
and use of images, celibacy of priests, holy-days, the sacrifice of the
mass, the adoration of the eucharist, indulgences, the sacraments,
except the eucharist and baptism, and in general all superstitious- rites
and ceremonies.
.
CALVIN was intimidated at nothing, and settled the peace of Geneva.
It would be difficult to believe, that in the midst of violent agitations
at home, he could take so much care, as he did, of the churches abroad,
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in France, England, Germany and Poland, and write so many books
and letters. But there are incontestable proofs of it; for he lived in
continual action, and almost constantly with his pen in his hand, even
when sickness confined him to his bed, arising from his zeal for the
general good of the churches. He was a man on whom God had
conferred extraordinary talents, a great deal of wit, an exquisite
judgment, a retentive me1p.ory, an able, an indefatigable and elegant
pen, an extensive knowledge, and a great zeal for the truths of the
Gospel. But he could not escape slander abroad, nor opposition at
home.
He was full thirty years old when he married Idolette de Bure, the
widow of John Stordeur, a native of Liege, and was a means of her'
conversion. He married her at Strasburg in 1540, by the advice of
his friend Martin Bucer. She had children by her former husband,
and also brought CALVIN a son, who died before his father. She
died in the beginning of 1549, to the great grief of CALVIN, who
continued a widower all the rest of his life.
The year 1545 was rendered infamous by that cruel and abominable
edict which the parliament of Aquitain issued against the pious
Waldenses, whereby the most unparalleled barbarities were exercised
upon those poor religious people, without any distinction of age or sex,
even to the very burning of their towns. The Waldenses or Vaudois
were founded bi Peter Vaud or Valdo, a rich merchant of Lions in
France, in 1160, who found out several errors in the Church of Rome,
and began a reformation. The clergy excommunicated him, and
persecuted some of his disciples, which occasioned them to quit Lions
and fly into the valleys of Piedmont, which have been ever since
inhabited by their descendants, who still adhere to their doctrine.
They are mentioned in Luther's life, page 109.
CALVIN was greatly afflicted for the sufferings of the Waldenses,
to whom he had wrote consolatory letters a short time before, and sent
them faithful pastors for instructing them in the doctrines and precepts
of the Gospel. He wrote to the reformed in France, to convince them
that they acted in a pemicious manner, who pretended, "it was no
'sin to be present at the popish services, if they kept the true religion
in their hearts." He told them, it was an error condemned by the
ancient fathers: and he strengthened his own opinion with those of
Melanchthon, Bucer and Peter Martyr.
The city of Geneva had been visited by the plague, and very unhappy
divisions began there in 1546. CALVlN preached against the wickedness
of the people, and at all times did the duty of a faithful minister. In
1548 he wrote his Antidote against the seven sessions of the Council of
Trent. He also wrote commentaries upon six of St. Paul's epistles.
When CALVIN returned to Geneva, the senate published a decree,
empowering the ministers to require of every family an account of their
faith, and they ordered that no holy-days should be kept, but that the
Sabbath be religiously observed.
Servetus, a Spaniard, greatly disturbed the Protestant churches
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by two books which he wrote against the Trinity. He studied the
civil law at Toulouse, in France, and it does not appear that there were
any of his pernicious and blasphemous opinions received in France
till he published his books. CALVIN kept up a long correspondence
with Servetus, whom he endeavoured to reclaim from his errors.
Servetus had many years disturbed the churches by dispersing his
erroneous books: He came to Geneva, where he was imprisoned,
prosecuted, and put to death. His accuser was Nicholas de la Fontaine.
Servetus was brought to the bar, and thirty-eight interrogatories were
exhibited against him. The trial was postponed, and the magistrates
of Geneva ordered CALVIN to extract several propositions out of
Servetus's book, and he reduced those propositions to thirty-eight
articles, which the ministers of the church of Geneva declared to be full
of impious blasphemies against God, and of other mad and profane
errors, altogether reJiugnant to the Word of God, and the orthodox
principles of that church.
The Helvetian churches being consulted, the Cantons declared that
Servetus had revived the impious errors with which Satan formerly
disturbed the church, and that he was an intolerable monster. He
was condemned to death, and to be burned alive with his books, which
sentence was executed, and he died without showing any signs of
repentance.
The number of strangers visibly increased in Geneva, and the English
were allowed to found a church of their own nation in the city: but
when Queen Elizabeth came t.o the throne, and revived the Protestant
religion, the English thanked the magistrates for their protection,
and returned to their own country.
In 1550 Galeacius Caracciola, the noble marquis of Vico, in the
kingdom of Naples, left his estate and family, and withdrew to Geneva,
on account of religion. Before hi!) arrival, some persons spread a
report that he came as a spy, but his great piety and exemplary behaviour
gave an evident proof of the contrary.
CKLVIN was afflicted with a .quartan ague about the end of the year
1558, which continued about eight months; and this illness, and his
indefatigable labours and study, so much weakened his body that he
never entirely recovered his health again: yet he went on in his
preaching and in his lectures, and was always employed night and day
in dictating and writing letters; often saying, "That nothing was
more troublesome to him than an idle life." At this time he published
the last edition of his Institutions in French and Latin, and his excellent
Commentary upon Isaiah.
The number of youth, \\rho came from all parts to study at Geneva,
increased so much that the old school was not large enough to contain
them: The council therefore resolved to erect a new college for seven
classes, and three professors of Hebrew, Greek, and Philosophy, besides
Divinity lectures, which CALVIN read himself, to whom was joined the
famous Theadore Beza.
In the year 1561 CALVIN'S disease increased, and it was surprising
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that his weak body, exhausted with so many labours, and worn out
with so many diseases, should yet retain so strong and vigorous a mind.
He was often much employed in giving counsel to those that sought it,
or in dictating to those that wrote for him. He sent two serious
admonitions to the Polonians, to beware of those blasphemous persons
who denied the sacred Trinity, and answers to messages from the
brethren then met at the synod of Lions. And he translated his
Commentaries upon the books of Moses out of Latin into French.
On the 6th of February, 1564, CALVIN preached his last sermon.
He was faint, thin, and consumptive. When his ague left him, the
gout took him in his right leg; then the colic, and lastly the stone,
which he did not perceive till a few months before his death.
Though he was greatly afflicted, yet he never uttered an unbecoming
word.
On the 27th of March he was carried in his chair to the senate, when
he presented to them a new rector for the school. He then uncovered
his head, and thanked them for all their favours, and particularly for
their great care of him in his sickness. "For I perceive," said he, "this
is the last time I shall come into this place." His voice failed him as
he spoke, and, with many tears on both sides, they took leave of one
another.
On the 2nd of April, being the Lord's day, he was carried to the
church, where Beza administered the sacrament to him. He made
his will on the 25th; and after his will was confirmed he sent to speak
once more to the senators, who came to him. "He thanked them
for the many favours they had shown him. And he declared that he
had purely and sincerely taught the Word of God intrusted to him,
and he was fully assured that his labours in teaching it had not been
displeasing to God." And said, "I testify this the more willingly,
both before God and you, because I doubt not but the devil, according
to custom, will stir up wicked and wavering men to corrupt the sincere
doctrine which you have heard from me," etc.
After speaking to them, he prayed to God to multiply His gifts and
blessings upon them more and more, and to govern them by His Holy
Spirit, for the safety and good of the commonwealth. And giving his
hand to everyone of them, they departed full of sorrow, as from their
common father, with many tears.
On the 28th of April the ministers came to him, and he spoke to
them: "Brethren, after my decease, stand fast in this work of the
Lord, and be not discouraged, for the Lord will preserve this church
and commonwealth against the threatenings of their enemies. As
soon as I came to this city the Gospel was indeed preached, but affairs
were very troublesome," etc. He gave his hand to each of them, who
departed from him with much sorrow and weeping.
On the 27th of May, being the day of his decease, he seemed to speak
more strongly, and with less difficulty; but this was but a lightning
before death. About eight o'clock in the evening certain signs of
present death appeared; and Beza having then left him, some went
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to acquaint him, and he presently returned, but found that he had
yielded up his spirit to God, without the least struggling.
That night and the day following there was great weeping and
lamentation all over the city. Many citizens and strangers desired to
see him after he was dead, and among the rest Queen Elizabeth's
ambassadors, who being sent into France, were then at Geneva. The
next day his body was put in a coffin, and that evening he was buried.
The senators, and almost the whole city, followed the corpse with many
tears. He was buried in the common churchyard of the large palace,
as he had desired, without any pomp or tombstone afterwards.
CALVIN had a surprising memory, and a very exact judgment. A
late writer says of him, "That he had left behind him many who
imitate him in his active life, his zeal, and affection for the cause of
religion: they employ their voices and their pens for that end, but
then they take care not to forget themselves, and are, generally speaking,
a demonstration that the church is a bountiful mother, and that
nothing is lost in her service. But for a man, who had acquired so
great a reputation and authority, to content himself with a hundred
crowns a year salary, and to leave behind him no more than three
hundred crowns, is something so heroical, that it must be stupidity not
to admire it." Another writer says, "The senate of Geneva can
witness for him, that, though his stipend was very small, he was so far
from being unsatisfied with it, that he positively refused the offer of
increasing it."
The works of CALVIN, published at Geneva, comprehended twelve
volumes in folio, which the edition of Amsterdam in 1667 has reduced
to nine. This is in every respect the best edition. His Commentaries
on the Bible are the most considerable part of his works. And his
Christian Institutions, which were wrote in defence of the Protestant
religion, have been always esteemed as an incomparable work and have
been translated into various languages.
His doctrines and principles of religion have been maintained by
almost all the Protestant churches. The Articles of the Church of
England and confessions of faith in Scotland and Germany, are
according to Calvin's doctrines. And those that deviate from
Calvinistical principles often run into gross errors; for the foundation
of Calvinism is that man is ruined by the fall of the first Adam, and that
his recovery and salvation is by Jesus Christ the second Adam. The
old covenant of works is broken by the sin of our first parents, by which
none can now expect or obtain salvation; the new covenant of grace
is the only way of salvation for fallen man through th~ blood and
righteousness of Jesus Christ, received by the believing soul, who rests
u~on what He hath done and suffered upon earth and is now doing by
HIS intercession in heaven.
The five controverted points between the Calvinists and Arminians
are: (1) Divine predestination; (2) The merits. and efficacy of Christ's
death; (3) Man's will in a state of depraved nature; (4) Conversion
~\lld the manner of it; (5) The perseverance of the faithful, or not
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falling after true grace received. The Calvinists call their doctrines
about these points orthodox and scriptural, but their adversaries seem
to exalt fallen human nature, contrary to Scripture and the universal
experience of its great depravity. It is by grace that we are saved
through faith, and faith,is the gift of God, and the work of the Spirit
of God. Where true faith is wrought in the soul by the Holy Spirit,
there will be holiness as the fruit thereof. Christ's righteousness
received by faith, and imputed to true believers is the cause of their
pardon and justification, and gives them a gracious title to heaven,
and sanctifica.tion makes them meet for it. Bernard says, "Bona
opera sunt via ad regnum, non causa regnandi ": Good works are the
way to the kingdom, not the cause of entering the kingdom.
A modern author of a great character says, that" That doctrine
which is debasing or humbling to human nature has a strong evidence
that it is agreeable to the Gospel, which is calculated as was foretold
by the evangelical prophet (Isa. ii. 17), 'The loftiness of man shall
be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and
the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.' Man, though naturally
vain shall be made sensible of his numberless offences, shall see the
defects which attend his highest attainments; shall confess the
impossibility of being justified by the deeds of the law, and place all
his hopes upon the propitiatory death and meritorious obedience of
the Lord Jesus Christ. That doctrine which tends to accomplish
these ends, may be embraced as sound: that which is defective in its
influence on anyone of them, is to be rejected as corrupt."
It is not easy to draw a character of the great and judicious CALVIN.
We shall add what a great divine says of him: "For a piercing
judgment, for stating divinity questions, for experience in church
affairs, for readiness and purity in his writings and preachings, for
labour and study, for resolving of doubts, for his disputations, for
constancy in adversity, humility in prosperity, despising honour and
promotions, for parsimony, continency, sobriety, piety, few or none
have paralleled or outstripped this man. His labours are so well
approved of in the church, that his writings are extant in almost all
parts of the Christian world; namely, in France, Germany, Italy,
Transylvania, Poland, England, Scotland, Spain and other kingdoms,
provinces, and commonwealths. He did strongly write against the
Papists, so that it is said of him, as St. Augustine was famous in the
old church, so CALVIN in the modern. Campian, the Jesuit, was a
bitter adversary to him: he wanted not divers others, for it hath
always been known, that the upholders of truth never wanted
enemies."
CALVIN and other reformers laboured much to establish the doctrine
of the Gospel, and to deliver us from popish ignorance and superstition;
therefore all true Protestants should be much concerned to have grace
to value and improve the Gospel. Amen.
GRACE comprehends all we want, in time and in eternity.-Toplady.
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THE

LAW

OF

REDEMPTION.

A SERMON BY THE REV. HENRY MELVILL, B.D., PREACHED IN ST.
MARGARET'S CHURCH, LOTHBURY, ON DECEMBER 14, 1852.

" And N aomi said unto her daughter-in-law, Blessed be he of the Lord,
who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And
Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto 'US, one of our
next kinsmen."-RuTH ii. 20.
(Concluded from p. 153.)

n. Now, we have spoken at so much length on the first case of legal
redemption-where there has been forfeiture of inheritance,-that a
brief notice will suffice for the second, where there has been loss of
liberty. The cases are so far alike, that they may be regarded as
different exhibitions of one and the same condition; and whatever,
therefore, we have advanced, in respect to the former instance, applies,
with only a slight change in the imagery, to the present. You will
find, by reference to the twenty-fifth chapter of Leviticus, from which
we have already quoted, that for the discharge of debt, or the procurement of subsistence, an Israelite might sell himself, either to an Israelite
or to a stranger. If he became the servant of an Israelite, there
appears to have been no right of redemption; he must remain in the
house of his master till the year of jubilee. But if he became the
servant of a stranger, then there was a case for the interposition of the
goel; for the law ran-" After that he is sold he may be redeemed
again; one of his brethren may redeem him." As in the instance of
the redemption of land, if the man were able he might be his own
redeemer; but if he had no ability to pay the ransom himself, then
either one of his kinsmen must interpose on his behalf, or the man must
remain unredeemed-the law still holding good, that no stranger could
discharge the office of the goel. You will observe the peculiarity-.
that the goel had no right to interfere, unless it were to a stranger that
the Israelite had been sold. If the master were an Israelite, the servant
was in no sense alienated from God's people, and the exigence was not
such as to warrant the goel's interference; but if the master were a
stranger, then the servitude became typical of man's bondage to Satan;
it might have been said, in a degree, to have withdrawn the servant
from the congregation of Israel, and thus a case was made out for the
kinsman redeemer; the goel might come forward, and the servant
might be freed. You will perceive at once that, in its typical charaoter,
this transaction is identical with that already reviewed. Is it not the
Scriptural representation of man by nature, that he is the servant of
sin, led captive by Satan at his will ~ The Israelite hath sold himself
to this stranger, and not one farthing can he advance towards buying
back his freedom. Must he, then, languish for ever in bondage ~ Must
the chain be for ever upon him ~ Must he groan for ever beneath the
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load of oppression? There advances a mighty One, Who proclaims
Himself his kinsman, a Goel " made of a woman, made under the law,"
and bearing" the likeness of sinful flesh," and pays down in sufferings
the price of redemption. He strikes the chain with His cross, and it is
broken into shivers; He bids the prisoner come forth, and he walks in
" the glorious liberty of the children of God."
Ill. We will not, however, enlarge upon this: the typical correspondence is too obvious to be overlooked. We rather proceed to the third
case of the goel's interference, a case which differs considerably from
those already examined. It was the office of the kinsman, the goel, to
interfere, not only when there had been forfeiture of inheritance, or loss
of liberty, but also when there had been shedding of blood. You will
find an account of this third office of the goel, in the thirty-fifth chapter
of the Book of umbers, which particularly describes the appointment
of cities of refuge. Now it is here very easy to overlook the kinsman
redeemer, and not to observe that he is introduced into the discourse.
Our translation speaks only of "the avenger, or the revenger, of
blood"; but the original word marks simply the goel: so that the
goel, the kinsman redeemer, was, in virtue of kinsmanship, "the
avenger of blood." If murder had been perpetrated, the prosecution
and the execution of the murderer devolved on the nearest of kin to the
murdered party. He must pursue the murderer; and if he overtook
him before he reached the city of refuge, he might take summary
vengeance for the death of his relative. But if the goel were not at
hand at the time when the crime was committed, it would seem that
no'stranger had right to arrest or follow the criminal; he betook
himself unmolested to the nearest city of refuge, and remained there
in safety, until the cause was tried before the judges of the land. So
that in this case, as well as in the others, the interference depended on.
the kinsmanship; nothing else could warrant a man in undertaking
the office of the goel. And thus that distinguishing feature of a goel,
which made him throughout the type of Christ-the feature of kinsmanship to the party requiring interference-standS out as prominently
when blood was to be avenged as when land was to be redeemed, or
liberty regained.
But wherein, you will say, in this instance, lies the typical resemblance between the offices of the goel and the offices of Christ ~ We
suspect that wrong interpretations have been advanced of the figurative
meaning of portions of the law, through men not observing that" the
avenger of blood" was the goel, the kinsman redeemer. It is a common
idea, you know very well, that the cities of refuge were typical of Christ,
and that the man-slayer, who fled thither for refuge, was the human
race pursued by the justice of the Almighty. Now, we are far from
implying that there is no fidelity or beauty in such a figure, or that,
under certain limitations, it may not be lawful to reckon as an antitype
of the Redeemer the city of refuge. But we have adduced, we hope,
no inconsiderable proof, that the fixed and standing type of Christ
under the law was the goel, the kinsman redeemer, and that the offices

222

The Gospel Magazine

of this goel gave a clear outline of those of the Messiah. Whenever,
then, we find, mention of the interference of the goel, we seem bound,
by all fair laws of interpretation, to search for something analogous to
the interference of Christ; and we may well hesitate, after having heretofore found man's advocate in the goel, to assent to a commentary
which in this case would find him his adversary. We will not, therefore,
seek a figure of Christ in the city of refuge. We look for Christ in the
goel, and since the goel is here" the avenger of blood," we will search
for Christ in "the avenger of blood." We wish you to bear in mind,
that our only business lies with the office of the goel. If you follow
the murderer into the city of refuge, you might find circumstances
inconsistent with that designation of a Redeemer which we are about
to advance. But this touches not the question of the office of the goel ;
it has, therefore, no right to be introduced into the debate. Just think.
There would be just as much objection against supposing, as perhaps
you will have supposed, Christ typified by the city of refuge. Those
who were really guilty fled in vain to the city, and must be delivered up
to the punishment due to their crime. Who can find in this any
emblem of the flying of sinners to Christ, and of the succour afforded
to those who have deserved hell by their many offences ~ We are
bound to be always careful not to overstrain types; but in the case of
the goellet attention be only limited, as it ought to be, to the person
and office, and the resemblance is so perfect that it might hardly be
possible to exaggerate the figure. .And now, therefore, we have only
to do with the goel as "the avenger of blood"; and we keep out of
sight the arrangements connected with the cities of refuge. If murder
were committed, the goel alone, the kinsman redeemer, could pursue
the murderer. Such is simply the typical exhibition; and who does
not find in it a'representation of the office of Christ ~ Created deathless
and imperish~ble, was not the human race slain by S~tan, when he
wrought up our first parents to an act prohibited by the words, "In
the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die ~" We suppose
it to have been with reference to this slaughter of mankind, that Christ
said of the devil, "He was a murderer from the beginning." It was
clearly through the instrumentality of Satan, that death, whether of
body or of soul, gained footing in this creation; but if done through his
instrumentality, it may justly be ascribed to his authorship; and
we account it most correct, therefore, to describe Satan as the great
"man-slayer." He it is that hath shed human blood; and all that
vast mowing down of successive generations, which keeps the sepulchres
replenished with fresh harvests of death, must be referred to that
awful being who was" a murderer from the beginning." .And if we
can thus find " the man-slayer" in Satan, cannot we find" the avenger
of blood" in Christ ~ Who pursued the murderer ~ Who, so soon as
man lay wounded and bleeding on the earth, snatched up the sword,
and followed the track of that malignant spirit, whose blow had prostrated the world's population ~ Who, century after century, unwearied
and undiverted, opposed Himself in every quarter, by every weapon,
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to the shedder of blood, till at last, meeting him front to front, in one
dread struggle, He took on him a vengeance that drew the wonder of
the intelligent universe, and" through death destroyed him that had
the power of death"? Who was it that, sorrowing over the wretchedness of a stricken race, "put on righteousness as a breast-plate, and
clothed Himself with zeal as with a cloak," and then, equipped for
the conflict, ·sprang forth to grapple with the assassin? Who but the
Goel? Who but the kinsman Redeemer? Who but that " Seed of the
woman" predicted to "bruise the serpent's head?" Who but that
Son of man, the Brother of the slaughtered ones, Who " spoiled principalities and powers, and made a show of them openly, triumphing over
them in His cross"? Oh! it is certain, that though Satan for a while
may still be permitted to roam over this creation, there has been gained
a mastery which reduced him into the bond-slave of our Kinsman. It
is certain that One Who sprang from among ourselves, allied to us by
oneness of nature, associated by all the linkings of brotherhood, has
gone after the man-slayer, and overtaken him, and spoiled him of his
strength, and that, though He allow him, in subservience to the mighty
purposes of God, still to walk this globe with the slaughter-weapon in
his hand, He is only reserving the full taking of vengeance till the year
of jubilee come, and then, reckoning with the murderer for all the blood
with which the earth has been drenched, will cast him headlong into
the lake of fire, and thus call forth an acknowledgment from congregated intelligences, that the Goel of man has been the avenger of man's
blood.
Yes, we thus show you, that when the goel rose up at the sight of the
corpse of his kinsman, and rushed forth in pursuit of the assassin, just
as well as when he interfered to redeem his kinsman's land or his kinsman's person, he was the figure of that illustrious Deliverer Who, in
process of time, should undertake the championship of His brethren,
regain their inheritance, burst their chains, and avenge their blood.
We may consider, therefore, that the point at >yhich we have been
labouring is sufficiently established, and that we shall carry with us
your assent, when we take it as an ascertained truth, that there was a
standing type of Christ under the legal dispensation-a type which
would be presented to the Jew in the various transactions of life, and
that this type was the goe!, the kinsman redeemer. It is over the grave
and the separate state, as well as over this earth, its duties, and its trials,
that our Goel extends His care and protection. Having guarded His
people through life, He forgets them not in death, He forsakes them
not after death; and therefore of Him-Him Who is " near of kin unto
us, one of our next kinsmen "-may it be said, with an emphasis which
could never comparatively have been used of any other goel, " Blessed
be He of the Lord, Who hath not left off His kindness to the living and
to the dead."
Now, we shall not presume to say that we have examined every case
in which the goel interfered. We have certainly taken the chief
instances; and if others occur, a similar process of reasoning will bring
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out, we are persuaded, a similar result. And do not suppose that, in
pleading for the typical character of the goel, we plead for the existence
of a figure which was hidden from the men. of the old dispensation.
When Job exclaimed, "I know that my Redeemer liveth," it is, "I
know that my 'Goel, my Kinsman, liveth." And if the holy ones
amongst the Jews could describe Christ as a Goel, would they not
naturally turn to the offices of the goel, in order that they might ascertain the offices of Christ ~ Kinsmen of Christ! For ye are all His
kinsmen-kinsmen of Christ! Shall the Goel have thus mightily interfered, and will ye put from you, through unbelief, the benefits of His
satisfaction ~ He made Himself the Kinsman of each one amongst
you. Bear that, we beseech of you, in mind. Who is there that is not
of the kinsmanship of Christ ~ The kinsmanship resulted from His
taking human nature; and it is enough, therefore, to be a man, and I
know myself -Christ's kinsman. And as He is the Kinsman of all, He
is the Goel of all. He" tasted death for every man"; He redeemed
every man's inheritance; He regained every man's liberty; He
avenged every man's blood. If not, how was He the Goel of our race ~
But then He imposes a condition. "If ye will not believe, surely ye
shall not be established. If ye will not believe, the land, though I have
ransomed it, shall not come back to you; and the liberty, though I have
purchased it, shall not be bestowed upon you; and upon your own
heads shall be your own blood." We give you this, the simple, glorious
Gospel; and may God send it to your hearts! The Goel has interposed; He hath performed all the offices of a kinsman; and now
unbelief, and nothing but unbelief, deprives the poorest, the meanest,
the most wicked amongst you, of a full and free share in the perfect
redemption. Can any of you think of being his own goel-of effecting
for himself the salvation of his soul ~ There are chains to be broken;
there is paradise to be regained; there is Satan to be trampled under
foot. And which of us is "sufficient for these things "~ Who will
undertake them in his own strength ~ It can hardly be that you will
not shrink from what so manifestly surpasses human power. You
will find Christ "able to save to the uttermost all who come unto
God through Him." And when enabled to say in the language of faith
-" The Man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen," your
experience of His preciousness will lead you continually to exclaim,
both here and hereafter-" Blessed be He of the Lord, 'Who hath not
left off His kindness to the living and to the dead."
LORD! Since our looks to Thee are often so slight,. so cold, so
distant, that no impression is made upon our hearts, do Thou condescend continually to look upon us with mercy and with power.
Vouchsafe us such a look as may bring us to ourselves, and touch us
with tenderness and contrition in the remembrance of that sin, unbelief,
and disobedience, which pierced the hands, the feet, the heart of our
dearest Lord and Saviour.-Oharles Bridges..
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SERMON

PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, ON THURSDAY,
MARCH 9TH, 1911, BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR.

" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am,. that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given
Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world. 0
righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee: but I have known
Thee, and these have known that Thou hast sent Me."-JoHN xvii.
24, 25.
WE have been meditating upon this precious portion of God's Word
-the seventeenth chapter of St. J ohn---on several recent occasions,
and we seem unable to break away from this rich Scripture of revealed
truth. It is so full of teaching, so satisfying, and meets a condition
of things peculiar to the children of God. This chapter tells us
what our Redeemer has prepared in that far-off land of imperishable,
soul-satisfying, and eternal inheritance. There is much said here
conqerning these glorious things, and it is in the language of the
King of that country, who brought a good report of it, when He
came down as God Incarnate. And having atoned for the sins of
His people, whom He came to redeem witll His most precious blood,
He is bringing them righteously to God their Father; taking therp.
home to that good land of which He has told them. We delight to
dwell upon His finished work! All that the Father fore-ordained
Him to do and suffer we rejoice in, as the finished work of Christ,
both in atonement and perfect reconciliation to God.
We have some of the concluding words of His prayer before us.
May God the Holy Spirit give us right judgment and clear apprehension
of this wonderful portion, that it may abide with us, and influence us
in our daily lives.
I notice that in this prayer of His, Jesus addresses His Father as,
" Father" (ver. 1); "0 Father" (ver. 5); "Holy Father" (ver. 11) ;
" Thou, Father" (ver. 21); and" Righteous Father," a Just Father, as
we might read it (ver. 25). How J e<lUS must have delighted in His
ability and opportunity to speak to His Father a<l such, when the cross
of' Calvarywas at hand, and when, in a few hours, He was to be cast
off, and suffer that awful agony caused by the Father's hiding His
face from Him! How implicitly He trusted in His Father's righteous
will What is it He asks of the Father ~ "Father, I will that they
also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am." We notice
first the language--I will. It is unhesitating, full of confidence and
assurance. He does not say I hope or trust, but I will, in His almighty
power. In full view of the coming cross, and condemnation which
would fall upon Him, as imputed with His people's sins, He was to
be made the Sinbearer, He was to restore that He took not away,
He could yet say, I will. He" did no sin," but in righteousness He
suffered as Substitute for sinners. Dwell much on this glorious theme
of substittltion ; its character and the work of Him to Whom it properly
15
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belongs. He died" the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us
to God." Nothing less than this work was necessary to bring those
who otherwise would never have found their way to God, nor have
possessed a spiritual desire or hope. Is there here to-night a dear
prisoner of hope, shut up to this Gospel of Hope? Is such an one
looking to Jesus only, who saves" to the uttermost"? If so, the poor
sinner, thus convicted of sin and taught his own undoJ;le condition
and moved by the Holy Ghost to seek this free mercy, will seek, and
shall find. Yes, they who truly seek shall effectually find a Saviour,
and a great one; a glorious salvation; and all that God has promised
in His dear Son.
Christ's will determined all this prayer and its wonderful petitions.
" Father, I will"! The Father heard the voice of His supplicating
will, and much more! Supplication involves possibility of a refusal;
but there is no such possibility here. Jesus speaks, and says I will.
Oh! examine, and meditate deeply upon, these things. See how
He prayed and what He prayed for. Not one word in this seventeenth
chapter of John is out of its place, out of its appointed place. The
Lord Jesus is He who offered it, and offered it in full persuasion,
and according to His holy Father's will. The righteous Son could
not err in a single thing in His request. He always chose the right,
and He prayed according to God, and so He received! He prayed in
the assurance that He was offering a perfect atonement, lacking
nothing, and so He was confident that He was well-pleasing in His
Father's sight.
Have you thought, dear hea,rers, whether you had, or had not, an
interest in that momentous occasion when Christ prayed this prayer?
.Are you included in those" whom Thou hast given Me " ? .Are you
one of those for whom He asks. the Father that" they may be with
Me where I am "? He was returning to His Father, and He desired
the fruit of His labours! He asked for His saints that they might
spend an eternity of bliss with Him, where He is! It is not of our
asking or desiring, but of His; remember, He says, I will. Not may
they; there are no such conditions in the prayers of Jesus! His
prayers were those of holy assurance in the Father's sight.
" Father, I will that they whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me
where I am; that they may behold My glory." The fruition of
bliss! The beholding of the glory of Christ in Heaven! Oh! what
a sight! What a prospect for His people! And all due to Christ,
that they should be brought into such glory.
Next, see the ground on which He asks: "For Thou lovedst Me
before the foundation of the world." Before temptation and sin
had existence, the Father loved His dear Son and gave Him His
best! He kept nothing back. Oh! how He loved Him! That was
one of the comforts left to Jesus, that His Father loved Him! It
was the one consolation of Christ in this dark hour of the curse;
though His Father smote Him, and cut Him off and hid His face from
Him, because" He was made sin Who knew no sin," He had this one
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comfort left Him, " My Father loves Me." He could say, though" He
smite Me much, He loves Me more." He remembered how His Father
had dearly loved Him. How could He now cast Him off? How?
Oh! it was sin! sin! sin! The sins of His people! And it is one
of the wonders of grace that they are not less dear though they are
sinners! Then let not Satan triumph over you because you feel your
sins are so great, so vile, so many, such cursed sins, that you fear they
must needs shut you out. Those whom He loves, He loves utterly,
unto the end-the bitter end-to the assured salvation end! He
loves always the objects of His love. "0 Righteous Father," He
says, "the world hath not known Thee, but I have known Thee, and
these have known that Thou ha.,t sent Me." This is the last time He
appeals by name to the Father in this prayer-He knew the character of
His Father with a perfect knowledge. He knew Whom He believed and
was persuaded that all He a.,ked, His Father would give. The world
to-day knows Him not, and it never, as such, will know Him. But the
believer has a definite place in Christ's petition; these words are spoken
of him: "these have known that Thou hast sent Me." How Jesus
associated His dear disciples with Himself in this perfect knowledge!
These poor, weak, erring disciples, who would a few hours later all
forsake Him-" they all forsook Him and fled"! How little they
knew. But they did know, and this little knowledge grew, and when
the Holy Ghost was given them a few weeks later, this heavenly
knowledge grew exceedingly, and their minds were illuminated and
they were taught of God. "These have known Me." Did poor Peter,
who, a little after, with oaths and curses denied his Master?
Did the Lord, with His infinite foreknowledge, know all poor Peter
would do? Yes; He knew it all. He knew Peter would say, "I
know not the Man," and deny Him even with oaths and curses! "I
know not the Man," but the blessed Man knew him! Jesus knew him,
and was all his salvation, though Peter denied Him. He knew him
pardoningly, lovingly, forgivingly, and Peter wa-s set free! He wept
bitterly! Oh! those bitter tears of repentance! And the Redeemer
saw all that! Peter did not know the eyes of the Lord were upon His
poor fallen servant, when with a broken heart he sought forgiveness
of his base deed, for he did love though he had denied.
I do not say this in any way condemningly of Peter. Such
are some of us. Base hearts have we. If it could be known of us
what is within our hearts and upon which Jesus alone looks, what
would men say of us, and think of us? Ab! but there is mercy
with Him for the chief of sinners. Pardoning, Divine mercy for the
blood'S sake, and therefore He receives poor backsliding ones, and
never lets them perish. Many former backsliders are there to-night
in glory. Oh! when He comes with the hosts of His much-loved
ones, He will be sUlTounded only by chief, but washed, sinners.
And all to show that salvation is by grace alone. Overcoming, allforgiving, all-conquering grace. Yes, with that multitude that no
man can number, He is coming.
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"Thesehave known that Thou hast sent Me." Itis the sent Saviour
Who forgives and 'seeks sinners, and Who always finds the sinner whom
He seeks. He never gives up His search. When and whom He seeks
He finds, and whom He finds He keeps. He is the Keeping Shepherd
of His people. He keeps them for ever and ever. They are bloodbought; they belong to Him. Christ loved His people and gave
Himself for them.
May the Lord add His blessing to the spoken Word.
BLENDED LIFE.
IT is no small consolation to the child of God that the life which he
now lives is united to his Lord and Saviour. He is in Christ. Even
more deeply than that is it expressed in the unerring Word of God,
" life hid with Christ in God." That is a wonderful expression, and,
thank God, not more wonderful than real. So each child of God is
treading in the footsteps of his Lord, with Him, led by the Spirit into
the same sorrows, the same temptations, the same experiences. The
same tempter and enemy still assaults mm. The thorny, narrow
path, with its many windings and conflicts and cro -eo, is but the Zionward path to Him. "AB He is, so are we in this world," and as He
was, so are we but for the fact that He was Divine as well as human.
We are in Him. The world understands us not. I ne,er understood
Him. Blessed is it when we so exhibit Him in our li,es that only He
.and they who are in Him do understand us. There are secrets of
the Lord which no one but Him can understand; strange soul-conflicts,
soul-depths which only He can fathom. I have thought much lately
of the loneliness of spirit our precious Redeemer experienced when He
sojourned in this world. How little sympathy and interest He bad
from even those who loved Him most! Remember His sorrowful
reproach to His own dear disciples when He was alone with them after
His last supper with them, when speaking of knowing His Father of
Whom He had so constantly spoken during His ministry. Philip
said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficetb us." We
can imagine the sad yet loving voice and answer, "Have I been so
long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Pbilip ~" So
long a time, sucb close association, so often heard, and yet--not known!
Then He gently and patiently proceeded: "He that hath seen Me
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, She'll" us the Father ~
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me ~
the words that I speak unto you I speak not of Myself, but the Father
that dwelletb in Me, He doeth the works. Believe Me that I am in
the Father, and the Father in Me: or else believe Me for the very
works' sake" (John xiv. 9-11).
Many of us know what it is sometimes to talk to a very dear friend
of something that lies very near our hearts; to pour out confidences,
and then find that after all the trusted friend has not understood
us and cannot enter into it. There is keen bitterness in the discovery.
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So it must have been with Him then. Dear friend, He understands,
for He has passed through it Himself. But it was my purpose to call
attention more particularly to points of blended life or life likeness
or life evidences which show how we are so separated to Him and in
Him that we are truly not of the world.
See first John xv. 18: "If the world hate you, ye know that it
hated Me before it hated you." And in His sublime prayer to His
Father occurs the touching passage: "The world hath hated them,
because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world."
And He reiterated the fact of this union in a succeeding passage (ver. 16),
" They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world." Thus
His oppressed and despised children are assured and comforted. It is
generally assumed that if a man is loved by everyone and universally
admired, he is a specially favoured and specially gifted man of God;
I do not infer that he is not, but would show only that the evidences
in the Word of God point to the hated man, the despised man, the
persecuted man, the man that is not understood, as having the tokens
of union with Himself. That is, if the hatred, and despite, and
persecution, and misunderstanding are all for His name's sake. Let
us always remember this distinguishing feature. For these things
in themselves are not evidences of spiritual life in Him. "Blessed are
ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all
manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake." It is Ohrist in you
they oppose, for the world has ever hated Him. Oh! child of God,
it is blessed to suffer with Him and for Him. He suffers with thee.
Thy life is· so hidden in His that they cannot touch thee without
touching Him.
Another evidence of oneness in Him is knowledge of Him. " I . . .
h.J10W My sheep and am known of Mine."
Referring again to the
matchlessly tender prayer of the Saviour (John xvii.), we read: "0
righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee: but I have known
Thee, and these have known that Thou has sent Me." The believer
is united to Him by this Spirit-given kno"ledge. They know Me:
I know Thee. The world has rwthing in Him, but the child of God has
everything in Him. Christ is all and in all to him. He sees Christ and
knows Him in all His dealings; he sees Him and recognizes Him in
His written Word. He sees Him in His fair handiwork all around;
he sees Him and knows Him in dear fellow-believers. In truth Christ
is his All, seen and known in all.
This life "in Him" is hated by the world, which has a subtle
intuition that the believer is above its comprehension, and that its
pleasures and interests have no attraction for him, any more than
his joys and interests have attraction for them. The world feels and
knows that the child of God is entirely separate and separated from it.
The believer is full of inward power and peace by the Holy Ghost;
not always consciously so, but, above the fierce temptations and the
cruel doubts and fears which are constantly attacking him through
the great enemy of souls, and with which he has to contend along with
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the opposition of the seen world round him, he is kept by the power
of God and in the peace of God. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee."
It was very emphatically declared throughout the ministry of Christ
how totally different from and opposed to each other are Christ and
the world; how entirely "friendship with the world is enmity with
'God." Thus: "If ye were of the world, the world would love his
own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you:" "I pray not for
the world, but for them which Thou hast given Me:" "The men
which Thou gavest Me out of the world: Thine they were, and Thou
gavest them Me :" "Ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall
rejoice." He adds: "Ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall
be turned into joy." He could not bear to leave His dear ones overwhelmed with apprehension. "Be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world." Ye shall not need to fight in this battle, I have overcome.
"The Spirit of truth; Whom the world cannot receive, because it
seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him" (John xiv.
17). And then His sweet assurance: "Peace I leave with you, My
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you." No,
not as the world giveth,-poor and perishing, from policy, from
necessity; not as the world giveth,-the hating, persecuting, scorning,
misunderstanding world. Where the world loves and gives, its gifts are
fading and unsatisfying like itself. Most truly, most blessedly, He
gives" not as the world giveth." His gifts are like Himself; perfect,
satisfying, complete, and everlasting. His power exercised on behalf
of His own dear people is omnipotent. His peace passeth all understanding. His love is " a deep which knows no sounding." All His
gifts are boundless. Words fail to convey all the preciousness, and
the sweetness, and the security of the oneness in Christ; in Him, as
He is in the Father.
Do note, dear reader, very prayerfully and very rejoicingly, the
close blending of His Father, Himself, and His redeemed people :" That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be one in Us." And again: "I in them,
and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one." It is, if I
may so express it in all reverence, a triple blending-He in His Father,
and we in Him, by the Holy Spirit's indwelling power. The thought
is almost overwhelming, and I leave it to the dear reader to meditate
•and. feed upon, that he may grow thereby into closer, deeper, sweeter
knowledge of Him Who has so loved us.
Lastly: "The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them;
that they may be one, even as We are one." The glory! The glory of
sin put away, the glory of the" unspotted from the world," the glory
of the " all fair one" with the " altogether lovely" in the Presence
and in the bosom of the Father, for ever and altogether. Satisfied in
each other; blended in will, in likeness, in life, in love, and in glory.
NETTlE.
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THE WORK OF THE LORD.
" WHATSOEVER thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might," was
one of Solomon's sayings, and perhaps as he wrote it he remembered
how his father had encouraged him to build the temple; how he had
exhorted him to" be strong and of a good courage," to dread not nor
be dismayed. How willingly the people had offered! What a time
of prosperity and rejoicing it was, when David, all his preparations
over, had said to his son, " Arise, therefore, and be doing, and the
Lord be with thee." Then the kindness and sympathy of Hiram,
the appointment of the" cunning man," the arrangement for all the
provisioning, the order of everything, the eagerness and service of the
people! And the work went on without interruption. In the second
day of the second month of the fourth year of his reign, Solomon began
to build the house, and in the eleventh year and eighth month it was
finished. Then God was present at the dedication of it, and poured
out His blessing, that there was not room enough to receive it: "The
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud." Then he
built his own house; " all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do "
he " prosperously effected," and the Lord appeared to him by night
and accepted his work. "Thou didst well that it was in thine heart,"
the Lord said to David; and what could David say but, "Not unto
us, not unto us, but unto Thy Name"; "Thine is the greatness, and
the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty"? And
the " praise was comely," while yet the Lord said, " Well done, good
and faithful servant." He chose David's son to rule over all Israel
and JUdah, and gave him an entrance into heavenly joy. But" the
heart of Solomon was not perfect with the Lord his God, as the heart
of David his father." He built a house for Him and then turned
from Him. He" did evil in the sight of the Lord," he " went not
fully after the Lord." And" the Lord was angry with Solomon,"
and said, " Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept
My covenant and My statutes which I have commanded thee, I will
surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant."
But" the Lord loved Solomon." Nothing could alter the Covenant
relationship, or change the "Jedidiah" name. He was black, but
he was comely too. He might look on all that his own hands had
wrought, and see vanity and vexation of spirit, but, looking to Him
Who he knew would come when the day broke and the shadows
fled away, " Solomon slept with his fathers, was buried in the city of
David," and was taken by his Chiefest of ten thousand into a banqueting
house such as no Queen of Sheba ever saw. God's threat and not
His promise was fulfilled in the Temple; it was destroyed, and the
aged men wept as they saw the second one, to think of what had been.
But the glory of the latter house outshone the glory of the former,
for a Greater than Solomon came in and out of it, marked the goings
of those who trod its pavements, and weighed the actions of those
who cast into its treasury. He weighed their actions, and found that
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the poor, unobtrusive widow had cast in more in her farthing than
all who gave of their abundance. And He only, Who can value all
silver and gold, knew what the cost of that contribution was; while
she, as she went penniless home, was little aware how far-reaching
her legacy would be, or how faithful she had been in those two mites.
What a rich Lord have God's children! Rich in kindness, and
fatherly tenderness, and compassion. For Jesus' sake He loves them
and speaks well of them for doing those things which His own grace
has wrought in them. And they, slowly learning how little they can
do without Him, for that very reason-for the sake of His directions,
His keeping, His help, and manifested company-would fain be
instant in season and out of season. They serve no hard Master, nor
return without welcome to tell Him all, Who bids them look for
satisfaction, not to results, even though "devils are subject unto
them," but to the eternal settlement that wrote their names in heaven.
So they pray, " What wilt Thou have me to do ~ " and look forward
to the eternity when, seeing Him Who loved, redeemed, and taught
them, the best they shall know of their works will be that they have
forgotten them, and their tears of repentance shall all be wiped away.
" What wilt Thou have me to do ~" Perhaps" tarry till He come" ;
" suffer for His Name's sake" ; " as a sparrow alone," lament or sing
when only He can hear; serve Him with humility and many tears,
"working no deliverance in the earth." Yet He knows. "It was
told David what Rizpah had done "-she had only watched. It
was shown Boaz " what Ruth had done," though it seeIDed only a
family matter. Not all His people build synagogues. He knows
those who sit with Nathanael, and seek Him in the communings of
their own hearts.
One of them washed His feet with her tears; "she loved much."
A " certain woman received Him into her house." Women followed
Him, women ministered unto Him. They had with them the Promised
Seed, they had heard in their souls, as Eve heard with her ears, the
question, " What is this that thou hast done ~ " and they saw in their
Lord Him Who had come to bruise the serpent's head. Gladly,
willingly, they would, as Mary said, do " whatsoever He saith " lmto
them, or unasked, out of the fulness of their hearts, sit at His feet
to learn-or prepare (though with needless anxiety-He was not
exacting) a supper for Him. "She hath done what she could" was
the tender, gracious, sin-forgiving estimate that Love made, when the
perfume of the ointment filled the rOOID, and she--ignorant, or regardless
of all worldly prudence and philanthropy-at the bidding of her
Saviour received a memorial to the end of time.
Christ was" a stranger," and some took Him in. So His people
are to do good unto all men (it may be they shall entertain angels
unawares). They are told to do good unto all, especially unto the
household of faith. The prayerful gratitude of one of His, He inspires
as a " well done" from Himself. Mutually indebted the one to the
other, the giver and receiver, together sowing, shall together rejoice
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and reap a sense of thankfulness, praise, and love to their all-performing
Lord.
And those who as yet find not His "service perfect freedom" ?
He is never forgetful of His" ambassadors in bonds," knows quite
well that often their witnessing for the truth seems to leave the soul
in more confusion than it was before. And He is silent to their
complaint, "I have been very zealous." But His reward is with.
Him, and He is with them always. Light will spring up. The expecta-.
tion shall not be cut off. "I will walk at liberty" is the coming lot
of such as know a bondage felt only by the living. Then shall they
serve the Lord with gladness, realize His presence and help, although
alone amongst those who love Him not, and though their witness be
sometimes but that of J oseph of Al'imathffia-" the same had not
consented."
But they will be judged in it all. They are" chastened of the Lord,
that they be not condemned with the wicked." He brings" every
secret thing" into His light, rightly dividing what is His and what
theiTs, and if He use, He will humble. His people will be tried (" every
man's work "), but they will never be condemned. For their Judge
is their Redeemer, their King is their Father, their Lawgiver is their
Saviour, and this, their day of (salvation, declares that they are
accepted and complete in the Beloved.
Lord, what wilt Thou have us to do? "Wilt Thou that we command
fire to come down and consume them ?" How mistaken were the
disciples! How kind was their Lord, restraining their rash zeal and
preserving them from its consequences while He showed His more
excellent way.
" Lo !" said Peter, "we have left all and followed Thee. What
shall we have therefore?" Had Peter left all? The Lord knew,
but He did not question the statement-He only replied to more than
His immediate disciples with some of His great and precious promises.
None suffer or lose for His sake and the Gospel's but shall receive a
hundredfold in this life, with persecutions-attendant exercises, lest
they should think they had merited or made the Lord their debtorand in the world to come " inherit" life everlasting. Inherit-enter
upon-the possession of that eternal gift which had been theirs ages
before they had done good or evil-the life that was in God's Son for
them, complete in satisfaction, in joy, in happiness, and in glory.
Well might one Apostle say, "Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God," and another, meditating on these things, exhort: "Therefore,
my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not,
in vain in the Lord."
FOLLOWER-ON.

FAITH substantiateth things not yet seen; it altereth the tenses,
saith one, and putteth the future tense into the present.-John Trapp.
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MARTIN LUTHER'S EXPOSITION OF THE LORD'S PRAYER.
(Continued trom page 174.)

The Fourth Petition.
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.
HITHERTO we have used the word "Thy"; after this we shall use
the words "Our" and" Us." Let us search out the cause of this.
When God has heard us in the three former petitions, and hallows
His name in us, He places us in His kingdom, and pours out His grace
upon us, which begins to make us good. Presently, when this
grace has begun to do the will of God, it finds an opposing Adam ;
as St. Paul complains, what he would, that did he not; since the selfwill, born of Adam, with all its members, fights against the good desires.
Then grace in the heart cries to God against that Adam, and says,
"Thy will be done." For the man finds himself heavily burdened
with himself. And when God hears this cry, He comes to the help
"Of His own beloved grace, to enlarge His kingdom which is begun,
and lays His hand with earnestness and power on the head of iniquity,
the old Adam, and brings on him all misfortunes, breaks all his purposes,
and blinds and cripples him on all sides. And this He does when He
sends upon us various afflictions and crosses. To this end also must
serve wicked tongues, and evil perfidious men, and if they are not
enough, the devil himself; that so our will, with all its evil inclinations,
may by all means be strangled, and the will of God be done, and grace
possess the kingdom, and the praise and glory of God remain there
alone.
.
Where this is done, the man is oppressed with great tribulation and
anguish, and little thinks that this is the way in which God's will is
done; but supposes he is deserted and given over to devils and wicked
men, as though there were no longer a God in heaven Who would take
notice of or listen to him. This is the true hunger and thirst of the
soul; then it longs after comfort and help. And far more grievous
is this hunger than that of the body. And here we begin to say" Our ";
that is, to seek the lightening of our need, and to say, "Give us this
day our daily bread."
But how is that to be done 1 God has left us many troubles in the
world, and no other comfort in them than that of His holy Word;
as Christ foretold to us, "In the world ye shall have tribulation, but
in Me ye shall have peace." Therefore let him whose desire is for the
kingdom of God to come, and the will of God to be done, beware of
making excuses, and seeking means of escape, for that would be utterly
in vain. The will of God is done when thine evil will is not done;
that is, the more contradiction that has, the more is the will of God
done, and especially in death. It is already decreed, and no man can
alter it-" In the world ye shall have tribulation, in Me ye shall
have peace."
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In this tribulation the evil and the good separate themselves. The
evil do not understand the will of God, and know not the good of such
tribulation, or how they ought to conduct themselves under it. So
they turn again after their own will, and reject the will of God, like a
weak stomach, which cannot digest food. Some fall into impatience
and fret, curse, blaspheme, and become quite furious. Others run
hither and thither, seeking comfort and counsel from man, only that
they may be free from their calamity and overcome and keep down
their adversaries: in short, they are their own helpers and deliverers,
and do not wait until God delivers them from the cross. All these do
themselves an unspeakable injury; for when God has taken them in
hand to mortify their will, as He does where He establishes the kingdom
of grace and sets up the glory and honour of His name, and puts His
will in a man, they will not bear His divine saving hand, but fall back,
and maintain their own pernicious will. Yea, like the Jews, they let
go the wicked Barabbas, and refuse the grace of God, the innocent
Son of God. As the Psalm says, " They waited not for His counsel" ;
they would not endure God's dealings with them.
The godly are wise; they understand well how profitable is the will
of God; that is, all kinds of troubles. They well understand also,
how to act, and conduct themselves in them; for they know that no
enemy is driven off by a runaway. So can neither adversity, nor
tribulation, nor death, be overcome by impatience, running away,
or seeking ease; but only by most firmly resisting and holding on,
yea, by cheerfully meeting adversity and death. He who fears affiiction
is overcome. Fear does no good. Wherefore a man must be bold
and courageous in all things and stand firm.
But who can do that ~ This petition teaches you both where to
seek comfort, and how to change disquietude into peace. Say, then,
" 0 Father, give us this day our daily bread." That is, "0 Father,
comfort and strengthen me, a poor affiicted man, with Thy divine
word: I cannot sustain Thy hand, yet I am lost if I sustain it not;
therefore, 0 my Father, strengthen me, that I despair not." For it is
the will of God that when we suffer His will, that is, tribulation, we
should run and look to nothing but to Him, having no desire to get
free, for that would be loss, and hindrance to God's will and our profit;
but to be strengthened to endure that will to the end. It is true that
none can without fear endure affiiction or death, which is the will of
God, unless he be strengthened to it; and all creatures, especially
man, are unable to afford strength and comfort when sought for from
them, but rather make more faint and desponding. Therefore the
Word of God, our daily bread, alone must strengthen us; as God says
by Isaiah, " The Lordhath given me the tongue of the learned, that I
might know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary." And
in the Gospel, " Oome unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest." And David says, " Strengthen me by Thy.
word"; and again, "In Thy word do I hope." Of such testimonies
is the whole Scripture full, full, full.
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And now, when and how does this Word of God come to us ~ It
comes in two ways.
First, by man; when God causes anyone to hear a comfortable
word from a preacher in the church, or otherwise, which strengthens
him, so that he feels in his heart what is written, "Be strong and of
good courage"; for the word of God assuredly sounds thus in the
heart when it rightly comes. Wherefore foolish women and their
babbling ought to be far removed from the sick and dying, saying,
"My good man, my dear John, there is no danger yet, you will soon
recover, and be happy and rich"; and by these words they make
the heart timid, feeble, and weak, while yet it is written in the Word
of God, " Bread strengtheneth man's heart." I would answer such,
" My dear friend, eat up your filthy pottage yourself; I wait for my
daily bread, and that strengthens me." TIlls is the only way for the
sick to be strengthened in death, or for those who are in tribulation to
be encouraged to more endurance. And if they say they cannot, this
petition should be set before them, that they may pray to God, for He
will be entreated for it.
Secondly, by God Himself, when He speaks His own word in the
heart of one in tribulation, by which he is strengthened to endure all
things; for the word of God is Abnighty.
But what is that word, since the "Words of God are so many ~ Answer;
That can none expressly show; but as our wants and ribulations
are various, so are also the words of God 'arious. One word is given
to the fearful, another to the stubborn; the one must be strengthened,
the other terrified. But since we are now speaking of those in whom
the will of God is done, that is, who are in tribulation and straits,
we must take words which will strengthen; as Paul did to the Hebrews.
Yet because it is not in the power of man to speak or use the Word of
God profitably, which is in the hand of God only, therefore it is necessary
that we ask Him to grant us this holy word, either of Himself, or through
the means of some one.
Now it is true that he who has never yet been tried by afflictions,
and has not experienced the power of the Word of God, and how mighty
it is to strengthen, he knows nothing at all of what is asked for in this
petition. It has no relish to him, because he has only known and
tasted the comfort and help of creatures and of himself, nor has he
ever endured to the end in affliction, nor ever been destitute of all
comfort.
We will now consider each word in order, and search into the exact
meaning of the petition; for it is a deep petition. The order of the
words in the German translation is, " Our daily bread give to us."
The first word is ODR.
This word expresses that it is not principally COlllmon bread we
should seek, of which the heathen also eat, and which God gives to all
men, without being asked; but OUR bread, that is, of us who are
children of the heavenly Father. Therefore we ask not earthly bread
as from an earthly parent, but heavenly and spiritual bread, which is
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ours, and peculiar to us heavenly children, and must be sought from
an heavenly and spiritual Father. Otherwise it were unnecessary to
say" Our daily bread"; for literal bread would be amply expressed
by these words, Give us this day daily bread. But God wishes to teach
His children that they should be most careful for the food of their
soul; yea, He forbids them to be anxious what they should eat or
drink in the body.
The second word is DAILY.
The Greek word translated daily has been variously interpreted;
by some, supernatural, by others, choice and peculiar, and by others
after the Hebrew manner, to-marrow's bread, that is, which is prepared
for the wants of to-morrow. This difference of interpretation ought
not to offend anyone; since they all come to the same meaning, let
only the quality and nature of this bread be rightly shown.
First, it is called supernatural bread, because the Word of God feeds
a man, not bodily and naturally in his mortal state, but nourishes him
to an undying supernatural life, and one far beyond this life, even an
eternal life ; as Christ says, " If any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever." Therefore the meaning is this, "0 Father, give us this
supernatural, undying, eternal bread."
Secondly, it is c'.\lled choice, delicate, and savoury bread, which is full
of relish and of sweet savour, as is written in Wisdom of the manna
from heaven, "it tempers itself to every man's liking." So our
heavenly bread is far more excellent, delicate, and savoury, and abounds
more in every virtue and grace than earthly bread. Moreover, it
is said to be choice bread, because it is distinct and peculiar to us ;
that is, especially and particularly intended for and given to us, the
children of God, only; as the Apostle says to the Hebrews, "We have
an altar whereof they have no right to eat who serve the tabernacle" ;
and thus we have a peculiar bread of our own.
Thirdly, according to the Hebrew, it is called to-morrow's bread;
it is the Hebrew phrase to call to-marrow's what we call daily. That
which is ready at hand every day we call daily, even though we are
not always using it; as they say, This or the other I must have to-day
and to-morrow, and every day, that if in need of it at any time I may
have it ; for I know not at what hour I may want it. And this sense
is expressed in Hebrew by the word to-morrow's; as where Jacob said
to Laban, "To-morrow shall my righteousness answer for me";
that is, to-aay or to-morrow, or whenever needed, shall my righteousness
answer for me, and satisfy. The meaning then is this: "0 God, wilt
Thou give us that supernatural, separate, peculiar, daily bread, that we
may have it reaPT at hand whenever need and afflictions come upon us
(which we must expect daily), that we may be strengthened by it, lest
we be perhaps taken by surprise, and for lack of it despair, pine away,
and die eternally."
Consider here how rich we who are christians ought to be; we ought
to have a great store of this bread, and to be so exercised and taught
as to have in all trials the Word of God ready at hand daily to strengthen
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ourselves and others; as we see by their writings the holy fathers had.
But it is our own fault; we have not, because we ask not. Wherefore
we must have ignorant bishops, priests, and monks who can teach us
nothing; and thus we go on and make it much worse, and hate,' mock,
and despise them. It is the wrath of God which has brought this on.
Therefore we should diligently consider this petition, in which God
teaches us to pray for all spiritual rulers, especially those whose office
it is to deal out the Word of God to us, for it will not be given to them
unless we are made meet for it, and beseech God for it. Wherefore
when thou seest ignorant and unfit bishops, priests, and monks, do not
curse, judge, and mock, but look upon them no otherwise than as a
fearful judgment from God, with which He chastises thee and all of us,
because we have not prayed the Lord's Prayer, nor entreated God for
our daily bread. For if we truly prayed the Lord's Prayer and for
our daily bread, God would assuredly answer us, and give us fit and
suitable pastors. The fault is much more ours than theirs. But now
we find some so givfn up to hardness by God, as not only not to acknow"
ledge the ignorant priesthood for a judgment, but even to have delight
in despising them, and to make sport with these conspicuous judgments
of God, when they ought rather if possible to shed tears of blood
because God inflicts upon us so grievous and se,ere a plague. For
God has never sent a heavier plague on the world than that of blind
and ignorant leaders, by whom our bread the Word of God is thrown
aside, and we perish by famine. Le the Turks be what they will,
this plague is far worse. Woe t{) us because we do not know it, nor
remove it by prayer. On the other hand, God is never more gracious
than when He grants skilful and enlightened pastors through whom
His Word may be provided in great store and for daily use. For the
whole Church, and the soul of every christian, is born of and by the
Word of God; and therefore must be nourished and supported, and
defended by the same: otherwise it must perish far more miserably
than the body when deprived of bread.
The third word is BREAD.
The holy Word of God has many names in Scripture on account
of its innumerable powers and effects; for it is truly all things, and
almighty. It is called the sword of the Spirit, by which we resist the
devil and all spiritlial enemies. It is called a light, the early and the
latter rain, the dew of heaven, gold, silver, medicine, clothing, ornament,
and many such things. So also it is called bread, because the soul is
by it nourished, strengthened, enlarged, and established. Nor is mere
bread to be understood in this place, but as the Scripture by the name
of literal bread expresses all kinds of food for the body, however
sumptuous; so by spiritual bread is meant all kinds of food for the soul,
which are quite innumerable; for many and various are the souls upon
earth, and no individual soul stands always in need of the same thing,
or is in the same state; and yet the Word of God most abundantly
satisfies and ministers to the necessities of each and every soul. For
if the food of all kings who ever were or shall be, were collected together,
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it could not at all be compared to the least Word of God. Therefore
our Lord Christ calls it in the Gospel a royal supper, and by Isaiah a
costly, choice, 'and sumptuous feast.
What then is this Bread, or Word of God ~ This Bread, this Word,
this Food, is none else than our Lord Jesus Christ Himself; as He has
Himself said, "I am the living Bread, which came down from heaven,
and giveth life unto the world." Let none therefore be misled by
words or appearances; all preaching and doctrine which do not bring
in or set before us Jesus Christ, are not the daily bread and nourishment
of our souls, nor can they help even in one need or trial.
The fourth word is GIVE.
This Bread, Jesus Christ, none can have of himself either by study,
or hearing, or inquiring, or searching; for to the knowledge of him all
books are insufficient, all teachers ineffectual, all reason too dull.
The Father alone must manifest and give Him to us, as Christ Himself
says: "No man can come to :Me, except the Father which hath sent
Me, draw him " ; also, " No man can receive or understand :Me, except
it were given him of :My Father"; "Everyone that hath heard and
hath learned of the Father cometh unto :Me." Therefore He teaches
us to pray for this saving bread, " Give us this day."
Now Christ our Bread is given to us in two ways.
First, outwardly, by men, as ministers and teachers. And this is
either by preaching or by the Lord's Supper; of which much might
be said. To be short, it is a great gift of grace when God grants that
Christ be preached and taught, and there ought to be nothing but the
preaching of Christ everywhere, and the distributing of this daily
bread. For the Word brings Christ among the people, and makes Him
known to their hearts; Whom otherwise they would never understand.
Therefore the preaching should be of Christ alone, and all things
should lead to Him; He should be exhibited in all the Scripture;
why He came; what He brought us; how we should believe in Him,
and conduct ourselves towards Him: that so the people may through
the Word know and embrace Christ, and not go away so empty as
to know neither Christ nor themselves.
Secondly, Christ is given to us inwardly, by the teaching of God
Himself. This must accompany the outward means, otherwise they
are in vain. But when the outward means are as they ought to be,
the inward power is not absent; for God does not suffer His Word
to go forth without effect. He is present, and Himself teaches inwardly
what He presents outwardly by the minister; as He says by Isaiah,
" As the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so
shall :My Word be that goeth forth out of :My mouth, it shall not return
unto :Me void, but shall accomplish that which I please, and prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it." By this are true christians made, who
both know Christ, and experimentally taste Him.
But you will say, What is it to know Christ, and what does it ~ffect ~
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Answer.-To learn and to know Christ is to understand what the
Apostle says of Christ, " Who of God is made unto us wisdom and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption:." This thou understandest when thou knowest that all thy wisdom is damnable folly;
thy righteousness damnable unrighteousness; thy sanctification
damnable filthiness; thy redemption wretched damnation: and thus
thou feelest that thou art before God and all creatures, a fool, a sinner,
unclean, and lost; and thou showest not in word, but in deed, and
with all thy heart, that thou hast no comfort nor salvation remaining,
but in Christ Who was given to thee by God for thee to believe in, and
so to enjoy; that His righteousness only may save thee, because thou
callest upon Him for it, and' reliest on it. And faith is nothing else
than to eat this bread; as He Himself says, "My Father giveth you
the true bread from heaven."
But you say, Who does not know we are sinners and nothing, and
are saved by Christ alone ~
Answer.-It is indeed a great favour to know this; but most men
say it in word only, or hear it, and there are but few who understand it,
and say it with their heart. Experience proves it to be so. For if any
despise them as fools and sinners, they cannot bear it; but soon find
out some wisdom and goodness of their own without Christ. But
especially when their conscience pricks them in life or in death; then
they forget that Christ was to be their righteousne..-"S, and seek to and
fro to satisfy and confirm their conscience with their good works. And
when this affords no help, as it never can, then they despair.
See how much might be said here! All preachers should make this
their subject. If Christ be preached thus, and that precious bread
distributed, souls would embrace Him, and exercise themselves in the
use of Him, in all tribulations which the will of God brings upon them.
Thus would they become strong and full of faith, so as to fear neither
their sins, their conscience, the devil, nor death.
•
Now thou seest this daily bread, and how it is indeed Christ. But
He is of no use to thee, nor canst thou enjoy Him, unless God
bring Him to thee in the Word that thou mayest be able to hear Him,
and so to know Him. For what does it profit thee that He dwells in
heaven ~ He must be distributed, administered, and brought 'to thee
in the Word, but the inward and outward Word. Behold this is the
Word of God in truth; Christ is' the Bread; the Word of God is the
bread; yet is it one thing; it is one Bread. For He is in the Word,
and the Word in Him; and believing in the Word is called eating the
Bread; and He to whom God gives this lives for ever.
The fifth word is us.
Here everyone is exhorted to open his heart to all christians, and
to pray for himself and the whole multitude of men; especially for
ministers who handle the Word of God. For as in the three first
petitions we seek the things which belong to God, that He would
recover what is His own in us, so also we now pray for all christians.
But nothing is more necessary and useful to all christians than the
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daily bread; that is, that God would give us well-taught ministers
and cause His Word to be preached and heard throughout all the
world. For when the ministers are as they ought to be, and the word
is the Word of God, then does christianity flourish and blossom. And
this He has Himself commanded us to ask, saying, " Pray ye the Lord
of the harvest that He would send forth labourers into His harvest."
Wherefore, according to the proper order of love, we should pray most
for all christians, by which we effect more than by praying for ourselves.
For as Chtysostom says, He who prays for all christians, for him all
christians pray in return; nay, even in the same prayer, he prays for
himself as well as for all christians. Nor is it a good prayer in which
a man prays only for himself. And (God forbid I should be mistaken) I
cannot quite approve of the various fraternities, especially those who
are so resolute for themselves, as if they would go to heaven alone,
and leave us behind. But do thou consider and mark, that Christ
taught not in vain that none should pray, "My Father," but" Our
Father"; not" Give me this day my daily bread," but" Give us this
day our daily bread." And also afterwards He says" our debts,"
" our debtors," "lead us," "deliver us." It is His will to hear the
whole body, not thee nor me, nor any Pharisee, leaving the rest and
separating himself. Therefore sing with the multitude, and thy
singing will be well, and if thy singing be bad, yet it will be lost in
the crowd; but if thou sing alone, thou wilt not remain unjudged.
The sixth word is TO-DAY.
This word (as was said before) teaches us that the Word of God is
not in our power. Therefore all false confidence in our wit, reason,
skill, and wisdom, must be given up; for in the time of trial God
Himself must speak to us, and comfort and hold us up by His own
Word. For although a man were abundantly furnished with Scriptures
at hand, so that while he is at peace he could teach the whole world,
yet if God Himself come not when the storm arises, and inwardly
speak to us, either by Himself alone or through the means of man, it
is all soon forgotten, and then the vessel founders; as is written in
the Psalm, "They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man,
and are at-their wits' end." All their wisdom is swallowed up; they
have no knowledge left. Therefore, since we live here in perils, and
must at all times expect all kinds of sufferings, even " the sorrows of
death and the pains of hell," we must stand in fear, and pray that God
would not long delay His Word, but be very near to us to-day, now,
and every day, to give us our l:Jread; and as Paul says to the Ephesians,
make Christ to appear in us, and to dwell in our inner man, and that
not to-morrow or the day after, as though to-day we would live secure
and fearless, but to-day. Moreover, when the will of God begins to
be done in us, and our will is mortified in affliction, we are then taught
indeed to say, TO-DAY, and not to-morrow; yea, a man would then
be glad that this bread should be given him not only to-day, but this
very hour. Besides, our whole life in Scripture is called TO-DAY;
but enough of this subject.
16
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Conclusion.
The meaning, then, of this petition is, " 0 heavenly Father, because
none can endure Thy will, and we are too weak to bear patiently the
death of our own will and the old Adam, we ask that Thou would'st
feed, strengthen, and comfort us with Thy holy Word; and grant us
Thy grace, that we may have power to hear that heavenly Bread Jesus
Christ, preached and published throughout all the world, and to
know Him in our hearts; that pernicious, heretical, erroneous, and
all human doctrines may cease, and Thy Word only be distributed,
which is truly the bread of life to us."
But do we not also ask for natural bread ~ Yes; the natural bread
may certainly be comprehended in this petition; yet principally
Christ, the spiritual bread of souls. Therefore He teaches us not to be
careful about the food and clothing of the body, but to take thought
for to-day's necessities only; let the care of one day be enough, and
care riot to-day for to-morrow also; for the morrow will bring with it
its own care. And indeed it would be a good exercise for faith should
a man learn to pray only for to-day's bread, that from this he might be
able to trust in a great God. Not that we ought not to labour for our
temporal food or gain, but that we should not be careful, as if we could
not be fed without our care and anxiety. Our labour should be to
serve God and to avoid idleness, and also to fulfil the command He
gave to Adam, " In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread," rather
than with care and anxiety how we may be supported. For God will
well provide for that; let us only labour in simplicity according to
His Word.
(To be continued.)
" IT IS FINISHED! "
" Then cometh 8imon Peter . .. and went into the sepulchre, and seeth
the linen clothes ,lie. And the napkin, that was about His head,
not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by
itselj."-JoHN xx. 6, 7.
EASTER and spring time! Both simultaneously sounding their grand
and glorious lessons of resurrection and newness of life! Let us " turn
aside" on "holy ground," that we may ponder a "great sight,"
and visit the Saviour's vacated tomb. "Come, see the place where
the Lord lay," as depicted by John in the verses above. Even His
grave itself preaches to us some living truths. Why is it so fully
described ~ Verily, for our learning and comfort. Jesus declared,
" It is finished! " Let us see how His very tomb teaches us this truth.
First, the work was" finished" by Himself. So He did not need
to hasten from the sepulchre, but remained to fold "the napkin"
and leave each thing in a definite place. He would not hurry out as
if it were a place of horror. He had taken away all poison from its
sting. "It is finished!" No dread haunted it. He had conquered
death for Himself and all His children.
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Secondly, the fear of death was" finished." As the Redeemer, He
had divested death of all its dread. We may, unless He comes before
our death, enter the grave, but there is no fear for the believer; even
in the lonely tomb. Jesus has taken the" sting" out of it, and" the
.terrors of death" will not overwhelm His children.
Thirdly, the work was" finished" for us. "Finished" even to the
folding of His raiment. Peter might go in, but not to work. The
work was done by Jesus. Not even an unwrapped" napkin" left
for Peter to double together. Truly their work was finished. Their
use was over. The Saviour had laid them aside as done with. Surely
in this there were symbol and design. He plainly proved by this last
act, that those death-robes would never be needed for man's salvation
again. "It is finished!" The work of redemption was complete
without any room for repetition. There is absolutely nothing left
for us to do. For the follower of the Lord the grave is divested alike
of all fear and of all work. He has" finished" the work and quelled
the fear. Our work will not render us ready for death, our work will
not make us meet for heaven. We rest in faith on Christ's" finished"
work, and find our "sepulchre" empty. He" finished" the work
of salvation for ever.
Fourthly, the resurrection from death was "finished." "Christ
the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming." In
the eternal counsels of God, death was vanquished" before thefoundation of the world." In the process of time it was vanquished on the
first Easter morning. In the fulness of time it will be vanquished
for ever for the whole Church of God. "For the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up
inBvi~tory."
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
nxton.
CAUSE AND EFFECT.
" And that He died for all, that they VJhi.ch live should not henceforth
live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose
again."-2 Cor. v. 15.
BEFORE entering upon any consideration or exposition of this text
of Scripture, it is necessary to carefully read and examine the preceding
verse, with which it is inseparably connected, being, in fact, the second
half of one unbroken sentence. Therefore," what God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder."
First, we notice the moving cause, the love of Ohrist, which is
inseparable from the love of God, and from the God of love, which
caused the Divine Father to give" His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life"
(John iii. 16).
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Secondly, the effect of this love upon the Church, as shown by the
words of the beloved Apostle John: "Beloved, if God so loved us,
we ought also to love one another" (1 John iv. 11). The words us
and we mean the children of God the Heavenly Father, who are thus
constrained, or inwardly persuaded, that this moving cause, the love
of God, shed abroad in the regenerate heart by God the Holy Ghost,
is the only power which will bring us to a proper judgment or right
understanding of the truth stated in the text and context, viz., that
since One (Christ Jesus), " died for all" (His people), "to save them
from their sins,"-for "the wages of sin is death" (Rom. vi. 23).' then were all (His people) dead"; for thus said Paul: "And
you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph.
ii. 1).
Thirdly, we come now to the more direct examination of our text,
which leads us to the conclusion to be arrived at in the consideration of the two verses (14 and 15) which, as before stated, are as
inseparably connected-and that, moreover, by Divine appointment-as cause and effect must be! The text mentions the fact that" Christ
died for all, (in order) that they which live should not henceforth live
unto themselves, but (that they should live) unto Him which died for
them, and rose again." Therefore it follows that : f:!t. Fourthly, in no sense can this portion of Scripture be taken to infer
that Christ's life and death (and atonement for sin by His death,
together with His subsequent resurrection),----€Specially after having
carefully read John vi. 44, which reads, " No (man) can come to Me,
except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him
up at the last day,"-ean possibly have an absolutely universal application, or aspect; otherwise grace, or favour (gratia), is no more grace,
because of the fact that our blessed Lord Himself, at the very commencement of His earthly ministry, expressly stated, "I came not to call
the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Mark ii. 17). And again,
later, He declared, "I am the good Shepherd, the good shepherd
giveth His life for the sheep"; and again, " I lay down My life for the
sheep" (John x. 11-15); and further, "I pray for them; I pray not
for the world, but for them which Thou hast given Me; for they are
Thine" (John xvii. 9). There are many parallel passages which
most conclusively show that the redemption which the precious Lord
Jesus Christ effected by His life's finished work, followed by His once
offering Himself up upon Calvary's cross, was on behalf of His own
pElople, as thus written: "Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He
shall save His people from their sins" (Matt. i. 21). We are also
taught that" By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified" (Heb. x. 14). There are many who hold, but wrongly,
that Christ Jesus died for and atoned for the sins of the whole world
universally, for every individual being born from Adam's day to the
end of time; some not excepting even Judas Iscariot himself, though
we are expressly told thl),t " Satan entered into" him, and although
the Holy ,Spirit, by the mouth of David, declares the very opposite.

The Q'ospel Magazine

245

Also in Acts i. 16-25 we read, that he " fell by transgression," and also
that he went to "his own place." I ask, Can that place of Judas
Iscariot's be Heaven? The answer must be, No.
From this view of the universal atonement of the Lord Jesus
Christ we, therefore, in the light of the Spirit's teaching, must most
emphatically dissent, because the whole internal and external weight
of evidence of the inspired Word of God is against it, and against what
is popularly known as the doctrine of universal redemption. The
Lord Jesus Christ said thus: "Have not I chosen you twelve, and one
of you is a devil"? By what means can one whom Christ called
a devil, be saved as " a sheep"; or how can a devil at the same time
be a sheep and a devil, and be saved as " one of His people"? Let
the universalists explain this satisfactorily, or else acknowledge the
weakness and instability of their claim, and so, logically, acknowledge
their own defeat! No, salvation comes only by the omnipotent
grace of God; because" the carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be" (Rom. viii. 7).
Brethren, the beloved and inspired Word of God, of the living God,
is against this doctrine of universal redemption; and that Word is
our only light, our only authority, our only guide and teacher; therefore
be it said to all : " To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isa.
viii. 20). God's Spirit-taught people gladly know and recognize this
truth. The small, but important words in the two verses now under
review, viz., we, us, all, plainly mean that since One (Christ Jesus)
died for all (His people), to save them from their sins, then were all (of
these His people) spiritually dead in the first Adam, and in due time
were regenerated (born again, John iii.) to new and abiding life by the
Spirit of Christ, the" last Adam, the Lord from heaven," according
to the statement in 1 Cor. xv. 22: "As in Adam all die, even so
in Christ shall all be made alive." " And you" (my fellow-believers),
declares the inspired and dearly beloved Apostle Paul, "hath He
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 1), for
"the last Adam was made a quickening Spirit" (1 Cor. xv. 45). Now,
therefore, it follows that the" they," the" we," the" all" for whom
Jesus Christ shed His precious, sin-atoning blood, including of course
the beloved Apostle himself, should bring forth certain evidences,
fruits, works, and results, which, even now, abundantly prove the
truth of the foregoing with us the people of God, as we know they did
with the beloved Apostle who " laboured more abundantly than they
all, yet not I," said he, " but the grace of God that was in me " (1 Cor.
xv. 10). Therefore, one of the very first effects of this grace of God
working within the heart will be to enable us to exercise self-distrust
and self-denial, living henceforth not merely for our own selves,
unprofitable, selfish lives, but in filial gratitude and thankfulness to
God our Heavenly Father, yea, to the Divine and ever-blessed Trinity,
in activity and purpose of life, for His great love wherewith He loved
us even when we were " dead in sins" (Eph. ii. 3 and 4); hence-
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forth and for ever to live unto and for our blessed Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, our Intercessor and Redeemer, realizing that as He lived
and died, yea, rose again, doing fully His Heavenly Father's will and
pleasure, so ought we, His followers (in measure and according to
grace so freely given), to live the "more abundant" life our Lord
mentioned (John x. 10), having been quickened in Him, and abiding
in Him, living unto Him, through the "power of His resurrection"
(PhiI. iii. 10), " having our fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting
life" (Rom. vi. 21, 22); "receiving the end of our faith, even the
salvation of our souls" (1 Peter i. 9). "The fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law" (Gal. v. 22, 23).
This we assume to be the meaning and purport of the Apostle's
words, which were written by inspiration of God the Eternal Spirit of
truth, and are contained in the two verses we have thus briefly
considered as Cause and effect, love and service,. or, the life, death, and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the effects thereof on the lives
of Christians.
In conclusion, may our gracious and Covenant God bless what has
been advanced out of and in accordance with His own truth, and
graciously pardon what He mar have seen amiss in this feeble attempt
to praise and serve Him, Who hath called us " out of darkness into
His marvellous light" (1 Pet. ii. 9).
EDWARD

O.

WILES.

Auckland, New Zealand,
August 23rd, 1909.
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THE EVANGELICAL REVIVAL OF THE 18TH CENTURY,
WITH ITS LESSONS FOR THE 20TH CENTURY,
A PAPER READ AT THE 26TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVANGELICAL
PROTESTANT UNION, HELD AT MANCHESTER, OCTOBER, 1904, BY
THE REV. ARTHUR E. HUGHES, M.A., VICAR OF BRAMCOTE,
NOTTINGHAM.

(Continued from page 184.)

THE history of those days reveals to us the strength of hostile opinions.
Take one or two instances.
. John Venn was refused admission as an undergraduate at Trinity
College, Cambridge, for no other reason than that he was the son of
Henry Venn, the Huddersfield E~TangeJical.
Conyers, another Yorkshire Evangelical, was invited to preach a
Visitation Rermon before the Archbishop of York. Meeting him at
the close of the service, the Archbishop accosted him thus: "Well,
Conyers, yon have given us a fine sermon!" "I am glad," he replied,
"that it meets with the approbation of your Grace." "Approbation!
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approbation! " cried the Archbishop, "if you go on preaching such
stuff you will drive all your parish mad. Were you to inculcate the
morality of Socrates, you would do more good than ranting about the
New Birth."
Romaine was the appointed Eveuing Lecturer at St. Dunstan's,
Fleet Street. The Rector had thus by right no control over the evening sermon; but to prevent an Evangelical sermon being delivered
he would occupy the pulpit before the prayers, so that when the time
came for the sermon Romaine was unable to enter. This was eventually
stopped, the case being taken to the Law Courts, but for long afterwards the churchwardens would refuse to light the church, and often
the Gospel was faithfully preached to a crowded church in total darkness save for the light of a single candle held in the preacher's hand.
Even later, when John Venn was Rector of Clapha.m, and a lady
visitor wa-s coming from the Bishop of London's to stay with him at
the rectory, the Bishop would not allow himself to be compromised by
his carriage being seen to draw up at Venn's house, and Venn's two
sons had to meet the carriage at an inn 300 yards away, and escort the
lady visitor home.
Persecution of a different kind was sometimes met, as at Colne, when
Grimshaw was prea.ching, and the Rev. George White, Rector of the
Parish, placed himself at the head of a mob, to each member of which
he had promised " a pint of ale for advance and other proper encouragements." Many of those who had assembled to hear the Word of
God suffered greatly on that occasion; White, well pleased, watching
his mad followers all the time without a word to stay them.
There was surely a power behind the men we spe~k of to-day. The
more it was resisted, the more the movement in which they were engaged
grew, and grew, and grew. Think of the results of their labours.
The direct and immediate result of their preaching was that the
Gospel proved the power of God unto alvation in the spiritual experience of multitudes. It is said that during their researches in one of
the ancient Egyptian pyramids, the explorers found in an inner chamber
a harp. It had been lying idle, hidden away, for thousands of years.
It was brought to light, and in the hands of the skilled musician the old
strings gave the same sweet notes, and the same sweet music was
heard as had ch:umed the ears of Egyptians many generations before.
So with the Gospel harp. For centuries it lay hidden away beneath
the superstitions of the dark ages and the errors of Rome. The
Reformers found that harp and brought it to light. The Evangelical
Revivalists took it up and played upon its strings. The same sweet
notes were heard as had sounded forth in the cities and villages, and on
the plains and hills of Galilee centuries before. And as men listened
to the old, old story of the love of God in the gift of His Son, the effect
was such as no Egyptian harp could ever produce; there was a great
Resurrection, the dead heard the voice of the Son of God, and they
lived.
We hear much from some who belong to another school of thought
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than our own, of the frequency of their celebrations and the number
of their communicants. Such numbers are not alwavs a test of
spiritual life. But, following upon the searching preltching of those
early Evangelicals, the crowds that flocked to the Table of the Lord
did mean something. It was no uncommon thing on a Sunday after
the prayers, for the minister to come outside and preach the sermon in
the churchyard, so that-the eager multitude of those who could find no
room within the church might hear the Word. The preacher would
then return into the church for the Lord's Supper. The church would
be filled with communicants, who after communicating, would give
place to another churchful of those who had waited outside, and these
again would give place to others, till all had communicated. On one
occasion when George Whitfield was preaching for Grimshawe at
Haworth, the number of communicants was so great as to necessitate
the use of 35 bottles of wine.
The Evangelical preaching had its great primary result, the salvation
of sinners, shown in multitudes of changed lives. It had also its further
result-works done by those who were saved, hecause they were saved.
Itmongst many we may mention the following : -The origination of
the Reform of Prisons. The founding of the Slmday-School system.
rhe entire formation and carrying on of the Church Missionary
Society; this had its birth in the Eclectic Society-a gathering of
some of the leading Evangelical clergymen of the time, and so was
the direct child of the Evangelical Revival. The formation of the
British and Foreign Bible Society. The founding and carrying on of
the Ohurch Pastoral Aid Society. The abolition of the slave-trade.
The probibition of the employm~nt of women and girls in mines. The
limitation of hours for young people in factories. The formation of
Raggcd Schools. The protection of shoe-blacks and chimney-sweeps.
The Young Men's Christian Association and the Young Women's
Christian A.ssociation.
The I.ondon City Mission.
Homes for
Destitute Children in England and in Ireland. Gospel work amongst
Soldiers, Seamen, Navvies, and many other classes of people.
:.\'lissions to Roman Catholics in Ireland and on the Continent.
Oanon OYerton, an unbiassed witness, says: "There was hardly a
single missionary or philanthropic scheme of the day which was not
either originated or taken up by the Evangelical party." Such a fact,
and such a list as the above, for ever contradict the idea that Evangelical religion is a thing of mere theory and sentiment, not practical.
I venture to say that the Oxford Movement has no such record of
results.
We have now to think of the lessons which we in this 20th Century
may learn from this Revival of the 18th Century which we have been
considering. Most plainly does there stand out the intense connection
which there was then, which there must ever be, between Gospel truth
and spiritual life. On the one hand I see that Truth is essential for
J~ife. Not for a moment do I say that no man who does not call himself
Evangelical, that no Ritualist, or even that no Romanist is spiritually
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alive. But I do maintain, as some yellirs ago on a memorable occasion
in the Mission Church of the Irish Church Missions in Dublin, I heard
the late Lord Plunket, Archbishop of Dublin, maintain, that if such
have life it is not through any teaching peculiar to their sacerdotal
creed, but rather in spite of it, and through the little of truth which
thev have in common with other Christians.
i have heard doctrinal statements, Protestant or otherwise, spoken
of as mere shibboleths-a difference in words of comparatively little
importance. But, brethren, as I recollect that His honour depends on
it, the Truth is no shibboleth to God; anrl as I look on the history of
the past and see the vital colmect,ion between. Gospel Truth and the
salvation of sinners and life of believers, the Truth is no shibboleth to
man. It was worth the martVT deaths of the Reformers of the 16th,
and the incessant labours of the Reformers of the 18th, centuries.
On the other hand, true doctrine is insufficient withont life. True
doctrine may be made a shibboleth. A man may be content with
correct but cold, lifeless orthodoxy. Alas! for the Church which is
orthodox but dead, the work at a standstill, sinners unsaved.
My brethren, I crave a moment more. We see arounn us on all sides
sin, superstition, unbelief, and above all spiritual death. We are
tempted to cry, " Oh ! for the old days! to hear the trumpet notes as
sounderl by the Evangelical leaders of long ago! Oh! to hear the
voice of Whitfield or of Wesley, of Newton or of Venn!" Brethren,
we cannot hear them. Thev rest from their labours. But the God of
Whitfield, of Wesley, and O'f the others still lives. Those men would
be the first to tell u~ that the Revival of those davs was not their work
but His. And Re is the same to-day. We hav~ the same olrl Book,
quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword. We
have the same old Gospel, still the power of God lmto salvation. We
have the same Spirit of the living God, as ready to use to-day the
feeblest instrument that is yielded to Him, as he was 100 or 1,800 years
ago.
.My brothers, it is not for me, It young man, to exhort, standing in the
midst of my elders. and those used far more than mvself in the ministry
of the Gospel. Bl~t there are lessons which I want to learn, which non'e
of us are beyond learning or re-learning to-day. We have been back
in thought 150 years. We have had an object lesson before us. It
says to you, my brother in the ministry, and it says to me :
1. P.reach the Word. Study your Bible, that you may bring forth
from that store-honse things new and old. What men need to hear
from the pulpit is not politics or poetry-it is what God the Lord saith.
2. Remember that in your congregation there are nearly always some,
often a great nu.mber, of u.nsaved sinners. Do not imagine or preach as
if all were safe because they have been baptized or are churr,h-goers.
Let them know what they are before God, and whither going. Bid
them" flee from the wrath to come."
3. If you want to win souls preach the old, old Gospel; preach
Jesus Christ, a crucified and risen Saviour. Set Him forth in all His
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beauty, love, and saving power. Above all, clearly ring out the great
fact of the Atonement, the Substitution, the Sacrifice, the Blood. To
leave out that is to leave out the very heart of the Gospel. Yet this
is often done. My father-in-law, after preaching in one of the city
churches, spent a night at the Dea,nery with Dean Law of Gloucester.
The Dean asked the subject of his sermon-" The Blood of Christ."
" I hear many sermons in the Cathedral," said the Dean, "but, alas!
I never hear a sermon on the Blood."
4·. Let YO'ur preaching be experimental. Let it flow from a heart that
is alive and warm with its own personal experience. Unless what you
say be seen to be real to you, it will make little impression on others.
And vour aim must be to reach their hearts. If vou instruct the mind,
it is ~nly as a means to an end. A. heart acceptance, an experimental
knowledge of the Saviour-":'-this is what you must seek.
5. Let all your preachinrJ be steeped in love. You have to deal with
error. Do not confound error with him who holds it, or has been led
astray by it. Hate the one, love the other. You have solemn things
to say; you have to speak of sin, death, and hell. But speak thus in
love to the sinner"Think gently of the erring one,
And let us not forget,
However darkly stained by sin,
He is our brother yet."
6. Above all, depend cm the Spirit of God. "Paul planted, and
Apollos watered, but God gave the increase." So it ever is-so it was
at Pentecost-so it was at the Evangelical Revival-so it must be
to-day. Therefore, there is need for prayer, the prayer that surrenders
all to God in whole-hearted consecration to be used by Him; the
prayer that claims from Him in faith the filling and the power of the
Holy Ghost. Every real revival is an answer to prayer. Ezekiel
preached to the dry bones in the valley, and the flesh came upon them.
He prayed, "Come from the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live," and the life came. The Evangelical
Reformers were like the Apostles who gave themselves "continually
to prayer and to the ministry of the Word" (Acts vi. 4). To pray and
to preach they devoted their lives. Too many lesser things occupy
many a minister's time to-day, and these are pressed out. The Evangelicalleaders we have thought of to-day were men of one thing; their
one aim and business was that the union between God and man lost by
the Fall should be restored. So as they prayed they sought the message
and the power, and as they preached they delivered the message in that
power. On their knees they brought man to God; in their pulpits
they brought God to man. It is only as we live in touch with the
living God, as we are able to say with Elijah, "As the Lord God of
Israel liveth, before Whom I stand," that we can expect our ministry
to be blessed. In that'lies our power.
My brethren, are we seeking an antidote to surrounding evil, a
defence against the attacks of the sacerdotalist and the unbeliever ~
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Thertrue antidote·to~-error, the surest defence of the Truth, will be
found in' a revival of spiritual life in our Protestant churches and
throughout the country. This will prove that the old Book is still a
Book of Life and power; that Christianity is not one of those things
that have had their day and must now make room for something better;
that there is still a living power in the midst of the candlesticks of the
Churches; that Christ lives. This will be the unanswerable answer
to those who attack the Evangelical position. It will be more than
that. It will mean life and salvation to myriads of precious souls.
It was so in the 18th century. I believe it will be so in the 20th
century.
"IT IS FE\ISHED."
" It is finished "-all the work
Of salvation sure;
" It is finished "-all the grief
Of the Saviour pure;
" It is finished "-all the pain
Of the last dark hours;
" It is finished "-all the fight
With death's awful powers.
" It is finished "-Christ hath passed
Into heavenly rest,
He is crowned with glory now
By His Father blest;
Cherubim with beaming eyes,
Like the stars of light,
Seraphim with shining wings,
Praise Him day and night.

Soon, 0 child, thy tiring toil
On this stony ground,
Soon the sorrow of thy heart
(Hid from gay ones round),
Soon the suffering of thy frame
(Which oft seems undue),
Soon thy coming death-strife sore
Will be finished, too.
Thou shalt enter into rest
After few, short days;
Christ will give thee glory-crown,
Christ will give thee praise;
Thou shalt ever be with Him
In His home above,
He will ever gladden thee
With His perfect love.
ISA.

I
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-Through the Lord's goodness, we are led nearly to the
close of the first quarter of the year's work of scattering the truth
of God amongst our soldiers and sailors. It is good to remember the
word of the Master: "Give ye them to eat." Few are more appreciative of good books than the men in the army and navy, especially
those in distant lands. This should stir up the lovers of truth to do
their utmost to help to spread the Gospel amongst them. The
following letter, acknowledging gifts of books, has just reached me
from a Missionary to Sailors :-" Many thanks for your kind letter
and the parcel of books, which came duly to hand. These gifts are
much appreciated by us, because the perusal of good books is valued
by the sailors. Bear us up before the throne of grace." From a
Missionary to Soldiers: "Thank you for the parcel of books received.
I have found them very helpful in my work, and I hope those who
read them will receive great benefit. I shall be pleased to hear from
you at any time, as your books are greatly appreciated in my work
amongst the soldiers. The field of labour is so large amongst the men
at home and abroad, that I plead for the continued kindness of the
friends of our soldiers and sailors."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Bristol, March, 1911. .
TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.,
DEAR BROTHER,-The interesting incident narrated in your sermon
on Job xxiii. 8-10, preached, I was glad to note, in your own church,
January 26th of this year, recalls a somewhat similar experience of
my own, so that I venture to send you the particulars as an additional
testimony to the gracious way in which our Covenant God reveals
Himself after a time of apparent hiding of His face.
It was, I believe, in the year 1858, when I was Curate-in-charge of
the parish of Wolvey, Warwickshire. A good man, Mr. Dyson, of
Leicester, whose residence and grounds bordered the racecourse,
invited several Evangelical clergymen of the neighbourhood, including
myself, to give Evangelistic addresses in his gardens from a point
likely to reach the passing crowds. The day on which I was asked to
take part in this work came, and I was greatly exercised as to the portion
of Scripture on which I should base my appeal to the crowds. But at
length Rom. viii. 1-" There is now no condemnation to them WHO ARE

The Gospel Magazine

253

Christ Jesus "--came in response to my cry as to the message
God would have me deliver. Well, the gathering passed off as usual;
but at the end a middle-aged man came up to me and said, " I have
been seeking peace for fifteen years, and never found it until to-night.
I go away rejoicing, rejoicing in Jesus as the Lord my righteousness."
I will add nothing but my hope that you are still progressing in
power for the Master's service. In that same service for a brief space
(81 to-day, going 82, as they say in Yorkshire) goes yours affectionately,
J. N. WORSFOLD.
P.S.-I am so glad you are reprinting Melville's precious sermon
on Redemption. It was one of the great privileges of my early manhood
to occasionally listen to his powerful expositions.
Hathelsey, 17, AZexandra Road,
Worthing, March 20th, 1911.
IN

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
A DEAR old pilgrim, with a rich experience of Covenant love and faithfulness, has just passed away in Huntingdonshire, at the age of 79.
She had been many years a pensioner, and her quarterly remittance
was sent earlier than usual, in view of her increasing weakness. A
friend writes: "She was indeed very grateful for the Society's kindness, and said, ' Thank them all, and tell them I am going Home,'
pointing upwards." And is not this true of all the Lord's aged ones
helped by our Society, and of all its gracious supporters! "Going
home" to the "City which hath foundations, whose Builder and
Maker is God," and as fellow-travellers with the temporally poor and
needy, it is our privilege to minister to their necessities and to
smooth their pathway, often very toilsome and difficult.
" The outgoings of the morning and evening" are illustrated from
one poinp of view in the new Quarterly Record, which contains portraits
of our oldest and our youngest subscribers. A likeness of John Hyatt,
one of the ministers of Whitefield's Tabernacle till 1826, also appears
with a biographical sketch. Mr. Hyatt had the pastoral oversight of
several of the young people who formed the Society in 1807, and
exercised a full and blessed ministry for many years. Copies of this
Record will be 'sent, post free, to any friends whO will kindly use them
for the benefit of the Society.
The pensioners now number 1,638; one will shortly enter her 100th
year, and all look to the Institution as, under God, their chief support
in their declining days. The Committee are convinced that much of
the prosperity of the Society is due to the prayers of the recipients.
On Friday evening, May 5th, the 104th Annual Meeting will (D.V.)
be held at 6.0 P.M. in the Pillar Hall of the Cannon Street Hotel.
General Sir Robert Biddulph, G.C.B., will, it is hoped, preside, and
Addresses will be given by the Revs. WaIter Brooke, of Croydon,
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J. H. Hallett, J. S. Webster, M.A., and Messrs. W. F. A. Archibald,
M.A., J. A. Bevan, and A. Hayles. The attendance of all our friends
is heartily invited.
More than nine years ago, at the age of 93, a ten-guinea pensioner
passed to her rest. Her daughter, a retired domestic servant, and one
who truly feared God, became an indefatigable collector for the Society,
and a few months ago she also was called Home; out of her slender
means she bequeathed upwards of £80 to assist in maintaining the
pension list. Such an instance shows how warm a place the Institution
has in the hearts of many.
" We present you with this Book, the most valuable thing that
this world affords. Here is wisdom; this is the Royal Law; these are
the lively oracles of God." These words occur in the Ooronation
Service, and on the foundation described by them the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society is established and appeals for support to all who prize
this precious gift of God and the Protestant and distinctive Gospel
truth that is its great outcome. The work bears the seal of God's
approval; it has carried joy into the homes of thousands; it has sent
gleams of light to gladden the hearts of the contributors to the needs
of those who are, as Isa wrote of them," Watching for His sweet commandment,
For His word of tender lo,e,
Oome W1th Me through dea h's . till water
To the Father's house above."

l}a£H.iing 1EhCltts.
A MONTHLY REOORD.
IN connection with the Ooronation the following announcement will be
read with much interest: "The King has decided to entertain 100,000
school children of London at a fete at the Crystal Palace on the Friday
of Ooronation week. The intimation is conveyed in the following
letter from the Keeper of his Majesty's Privy Purse : , Privy Purse Office, Buckingham Palace,
March 4, 1911.
'I beg to acquaint you that it is the King's gracious intention to
entertain 100,000 of the London children at a fete at the Crystal Palace,
on Friday, June 30 next, in celebration of the Ooronation.' "
The Tercentenary celebration of the Authorised Version of the
English Bible is to be celebrated on Sunday, March 26.
The Church Intelligencer for March contains the following announcement in reference to the appointment of the new Secretary of the Church
Association: "The Oouncil, after long and careful deliberation, have
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made choice of Mr. Alderman Barron, J.P., to succeed Mr. Henry
Miller. Mr. Barron has for many years been one of our most active
Parliamentary agents, and his skill and experience in organization, and
intimate acquaintance with the work of the Association admirably
qualify him for this difficult and important post. Mr. Barron is well
kn0W11, especially throughout the Northern Province, as a platform
speaker and lecturer; his sympathies are profoundly enlisted in the
cause of Evangelical Protestantism, and the Council bespeak for him
that hearty and united support, without which even the ablest man
might fail to carry on the great work which has so long b.een identified
with the beloved name of Mr. Henry Miller."
The following cutting from the St.andard of Feb. 3rd last on the
steady increase of crime will be read with sad interest: '" It is permissible to suggest that the steady increase of crime during the last
ten years is largely due to a general relaxation in public sentiment with
regard to it.' This view is put forward in the Blue-book on Criminal
Statistics for 1909 (being Part 1. of the Judicial Statistics for that year),
issued by the Home Office last night. The statistics are presented to
Mr. Churchill by Sir E. Troup, the Permanent Under-Secretary of the
Home Office, who states: 'The introduction of the statistics has
been prepared by Mr. H. B. Simpson, C.B., of this office. In the
introduction Mr. Simpson discusses fully the causes of the increase of
crime during the last ten years; the suggestions which he puts forward
must be taken not as the official views of the department, but as conclusions to which he personally has been led after long experience and
close study of criminal questions.' Mr. Simpson's introduction is,
indeed, the most valuable part of the volume, for it not only summarizes the statistics, but draws a moral from them which will perhaps
be found not a little surprising in some quarters. The first and most
important fact to which he calls attention is that the high figure for
crime, which was a marked feature of he statistics of 1908, is again
apparent in 1909. In 1908 he total number of persons tried for
indictable offences was 68,116, a larger number than in any previous
year for which figures are available. In 1909, though not so large as
in 1908, it was 67,149, which is considerably larger than in anv vear
before 1908. For the five years 189±-8 the a:nnual average was 52)08,
for 1899-1903 it was 55,018, for 1904-8 it was 62,000, and for 1909 it
was 67,149. The report contains deductions on the figures, which
may he summarized thus: The stead.v increase of crime points to a
regular cause; the cause is an increase of exaggerated sentimentality;
a section of the Press and certain forms of fiction are largely to blame;
criminals are being taught to regard themselves as ' victims of society' ;
in fact, it is not extreme wealth which suffers so much from crime as the
less well-to-do; a hopeful view is taken of the Prevention of Crimes Act,
1908." Following the issue of the Blue-book referred to above, Mr. Robt.
Wallace, K.C., chairman of the London Sessions, speaking to a repre-
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sentative of the Standard, said: "Another most important factor in
the increase of crime is a decline in the public horror of imprisonment,
which was once so apparent. So many people have gone to prison as
passive resisters, advocates of the women's suffrage cause, and have
been classed as martyrs, that imprisonment is looked upon somewhat
as a joke. The disgrace of being imprisoned is, unfortunately, losing
its hold on the public consciousness. That the moral heinousness of
crime is not what it was I should explain, were I to translate it into a
theological subject, as due to the change of teaching as regards sin.
Crime was once spoken of as a sin against God as well as against the
law. There is a lapse to-day in the public idea of religion, and people
are not so well taught as heretofore that there is a God Who sees and a
God Who punishes. Again, much of the crime is committed by persons
who are neither sane nor insane--they have a certain sense of responsibility, but not sufficient to prevent them from committing acts of
crime. The law makes no provision for them."
The Baptist Handbook for 1911, just published, records, for the
fourth consecutive year, a decrease in the membership of the Baptist
churches in Great Britain. There are in the United Kingdom 3,OilO
churches associated with the denomination, with a total baptized
membership of 418,680, a decrease of 3,775. As in each of the three
preceding years, the decline is ascribed chiefly to the reaction from
the WeIsh revival, which apparently has not yet spent its force. The
churches provide seil-ting accommodation for 1,462,64-0 worshippers,
and there are 576,448 scholars in their Sunday-sehooIs.
The Rev. J. J. Beddow, Vicar of St. Andrew's, Drypool, Hull, in
concluding his annual Report, says: "The real work,is the adding
to, and building up, of 'living stones,' upon the true and only
Foundation-the Lord Jesus Christ. Without this all our efforts will
fall short of the real purpose of a Gospel ministry. The Apostolic
succession of the New Testament will not seek to entertain, nor to
amuse, nor even to excite that fleshly emotion which is often mistaken
for spiritual fervour. No. It is our business, and our privilege too,
to be 'witnesses' for Jesus Christ, ' Who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good u'orks' (Titus ii. 14). The only good works
which are acceptable to God are those which, as our Articles teach,
spring out of ' a lively faith' in Jesus Christ."
THEN I said, But, Lord, what is believing? And then I saw from
that saying, "He that cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that
believeth on Me shall never thirst," that believing and coming was all
one; and that he that came, that is, ran out in his heart and affections
after salvation by Christ, he indeed believed in~Christ.-The Pilgrim's
Progress.

