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EASTER HOPE.
" And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the Valley of
Achor for a door of hope."-HosEA ii. 15.

THE sure promise of the Gospel is that at the coming of CHRIST
GOD will turn His redeemed, waiting, people's sorrow into
triumphant joy. This is indeed an exceeding great and precious
promise, and the Church of CHRIST does well when she reposes
upon and proclaims it with holy confidence. For that anticipated
joy the hearts of the saints wait assuredly, patiently. This is the
blessed "patience" of which the inspired APOSTLE speaks in his
second Epistle to the Thessalonians, where our marginal rendering
asks· that the LORD, the SPIRIT, would direct the hearts of the saints
into the love of GOD, and into " the patience of CHRIST," that is,
into the patience which our adorable REDEEMER Himself exercises
now, in heaven (2 Thess. iii. 5). This is the condition of mind in
which the Church of GOD is daily called' to endure, and to'
confidently hope. This is the fellowship in which the saints, now
on earth, have the privilege to enter and to walk as an enduring
experience. And their heavenly FATHER wisely and graciously
leads them, step by step, all through this" prepared," this Zion, ward, journey. It is indeed a pleasant road to tread, and to follow
perseveringly in true loyalty to GOD, " unto all pleasing." ENoeH,
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the persecuted saint of old time, who was by miracle" translated "
without seeing death, passed up to glory by this sacred pathway.
As the late dear Dr. HORATIUS BONAR with truth once remarked,
. " As CHRIST' pleased not Himself,' so are we not to please ourselves,
but GOD,-' I do always the things that please Him;' for CHRIST
was the true GOD-pleaser, ENOCH but the shadow. Let our aim
be not simply to 'obey,' but to 'please' GOD; to please Him
always and in all things; for' all pleasing' is a wide word." It is
indeed! Meanwhile, the faith of the Church rests upon the more
"sure word" of the Divine promise.
The Valley of Achor (that is, TroUble), the scene of ACHAN the
convicted thief's execution, as we find recorded in Joshua vii. 26,
is here (Hosea ii. 15) Divinely promised to Israel in grace as a
place of joy and blessing. Doctor GILL in his Notes on this Scripture, says: "And she shall sing' there'; either in the wilderness,
where the LORD speaks comfortably to her; or in the vineyards
she has from thence, alluding to the songs of joy at the time of
vintage, or pressing of the grapes; or in the Valley of Achor,
there rejoicing in hope of the glory of GOD, singing the songs of
electing, redeeII;1ing, pardoning, and justifying grace: 'as in the
days of her youth, as,in the day when she came up out of the land
of Egypt.''' Thus we learn how rich and sovereign is that grace
which the LORD bestows in blcssing upon His people, even through
the channel of the wrath of man, and in spite of his guilty doings.
It is at Calvary that we see this miracle of saving pity displayed in
all its sublime perfections. The LORD JESUS, by His representatively becoming sin for His people, and by His meritorious sacrifice
for them, "made an end of sin" and "brought in an everlasting
righteousness." Salvation is by, and through, Him alone. He is
the FIRST and the LAST in GOD'S perfect scheme. The weary,
burdened soul finds true rest and peace in Him-in Him the once
CRUCIFIED-but now RISEN ONE. The needy soul reposes alone
in Him, and ventures to sing :" LORD, mine must be a spotless dress,
But 'tis not mine to weave it;
For Thou hast wrought my righteousnessAnd bid'st me to receive it.
Fair robe Divine! the grace is mine,
And all the glory, LORD, is Thine.
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" It is not mine to toil for peaceThy cross, 0 CHRIST, doth make it!
I only need from toil to cease,
And gladly, simply take it.
Sweet peace Divine! the grace is mine,
And all the glory, LORD, is Thine!
" It is not mine to purchase life,
Since life Thou freely givest;
Wielding Thy power 'mid sin and strife,
I live because Thou livest.
Glad life Divine! the grace is mine,
And all the glory, LORD, is Thine! "
The resurrection of the LORD JESUS from the grave, as the
appointed DAYSMAN and FORERUNNER of His Church, opened the
way of life eternal to all believers. No power of hell, therefore,
can henceforth close against the redeemed that CHRIST-vanquished
Gate of exit. Heaven is opened to all believers! The Victory of
the RISEN ONE is already celebrated by the inspired prophet of
Isr~el when he joyfully aflirrns-" The BREAKER is come up before
them; they have broken up, and have passed through the gate,
and are gone out by it; and their KING shall pass before them,
and the LORD on the head of them" (Micah ii. 13).
Thus, the Valley of the Shadow of Death has been "given"
as the "Door of Hope" to the redeemed of the LORD; that is,
as the Apostle PAUL was inspired by the HOLY GHOST to write,
" death," or the opened grave, is by grace assured to believers,
together with "all things" besides, because " they are CHRIST'S;
and CHRIST is GOD'S" (1 Cor. iii. 21-23). The faith of the saint
is now centred on the immutable purpose of His heart Who has
never, never lied-" Because I live, ye shall live also" (Jno. xiv.
19). Upon that sworn promise the entire Church of GOD may
implicitly rely. "Heaven and earth shall pass away," but the
resurrection Word of the RISEN ONE, He assures us, cannot. Oh,
then, for less clouded liberty in this GOD-assured gracious confidence!
The early Christian saints were simple, but strong, in this precious
grace. They" knew" indeed Whom they believed, and humbly
ventured upon His sacred Word-" Whosoever believeth that
JESUS is the CHRIST is born of GOD" (1 John v. 1). They did not
analyze their own faith to ascertain how far it was of the right
quantity and quality. "They never thought of themselves, but
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only of Him Who, though rich, for their sakes had become poor.
The Epistles take for granted they kr1ew that they were Christians;
nor is anything written there to encourage them to suspect themselves, or to teach them the art of doubting. Nothing is there
addressed to them to lead to make much of their doubts, or to
believe in their own faith as· the true way of deliverance from
doubting. 'We know,' was the Apostle's language; 'We know,'
was the response which that language met with from all to whom
he wrote. The frequent use of this expression in the Epistles
leads us to make inquiry as to its actual import, and its bearings
on ourselves. It is undoubtedly the language of certainty; and,
as such, let us see in what connections it is used. It is used respecting things past, things present, and things future, all of which are
represented as being absolutely certain to the person knowing.
The Past: 'We know that the SON of GOD is come' (1 John v. 20) ;
'We know that we have passed from death unto life' (iii. 14).
These two things, one relating to the SON of GOD, and the other to
the Christian, are spoken of as equally past, and as equally certain
objects of sure knowledge. The Present: 'We know that it is
the last time' (ii. 18). 'We know that we know Him' (ii. 3).
'We know that we are in Him' (ii. 5). 'We know that we have
passed from death unto life' (iii. 14). 'We know that we are of
the truth' (iii. 15). 'We know that He abideth in us' (iii. 24).
'We know that we are of GOD' (v. 19). All these things are
represented as ascertained and conscious certainties, regarding
which there could be no doubt whatever. This was the true
state of the early Church universally. The FuJ.ure: 'We know
that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ' (iii. 2). In this
we find the same certainty expressed as to CHRIST'S appearing and
our appearing with Him. The early Christians counted the one
as sure as the other. Their future was not darkened with the
clouds of uncertainty: clouds of tribulation might envelope them,
but their future was glorious. We find the expression 'I know'
used in a similar way in other parts of Scripture-' I know wham
I have believed' (2 Tim. i. 12). We find also the words ' Ye know,'
thus used: 'Ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things' (1 Pet. i. 18). All these passages show us what the condition
of personal certainty was which the early Church enjoyed, and of
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which we ought to be in possession." So far the late Dr. HORATIUS
BONAR wrote, many years ago, in his helpful treatise, "Light and
Troth." The assurance of personal salvation graciously enjoyed
by early-day believers in the LORD JESUS, came to them alone by
the witness of the HOLY SPIRIT through the blessed Scriptures of
Truth.
That was a sacred and joyful Easter salutation which is recorded
by one of our old Bible commentators as having been in use amongst
the earliest followers of our risen REDEEMER-" Ohristus resurrexit!" It testified to the authenticity of the glorious fact-and
of faith based upon that fact-while it tended to keep alive in
the hearts and memories of the LORD'S people that momentous
event. We cannot be too thankful for such incidental proofs of
the belief of those primitive Christians, although, of course, the
inspired Scriptures of Truth do not require them, nor are they
in the remotest degree dependent upon them for confirmation.
" The more sure Word" is our sole and sufficient Rule of Faith.
Our souls are, by the SPIRIT of TRUTH, abundantly satisfied, and
we glory in the absolute certitude of the Bible record concerning
Him that liveth, and was dead, Who has declared from heaven
itself, "Behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death" (Rev. i. 18). Our triumphant faith in
the RESURRECTION and the LIFE is assured to us by the same
blessed SPIRIT of TRUTH as sealed of old, Apostles, Martyrs, and
the whole election of Saints, which holy seal can never, never be
broken, either by man, by devil, or anything else in creation!
Oh, brethren beloved, let us humbly and patiently see to it that
we are graciously waiting for the COMING ONE-for He has lovingly
foretold us, and every accent of His lips is faithful and true"Surely, I come quickly; Amen. Even so, come, LORD JESUS"
(Rev. xxii. 20).
LORD JESUS, come quickly, Thy Bride is preparing
In garments of glory before Thee to stand;
Her dimmed eyes are straining to catch Thine appearing,
Her heart bursts in rapture-" My LORD is at hand."
Oh, hasten, we pray Thee, Thy kingdom of glory,
. Prepare Thine elect one, Thy blood-purchased Bride;
Her bliss waits completion, rejoicing before Thee,
Till robed, crowned, and jewelled, she sits by Thy side.
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Before Thy bright footsteps the clouds part asunder,
Thy foes, from the heavens, in terror depart ;
While worlds stand astonished, and angels shall wonder
At all Thou hast wrought for the Bride of Thine heart.
Then come, LORD, come quickly, the groans of creation
Respond to the tears which Thy people have shed
O'er the hope, long deferred, of their blest consummation
Of glory and bliss with their COVENANT HEAD.
Then take, LORD, Thy kingdom, and come in Thy glory ;
Make the scene of Thy sorrows the place of Thy throne;
Complete all the blessing which ages in story
Have told of the triumphs so justly Thine own !

"I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know,
and the way ye know"(John xiv. 2-4).

3, Berkeley Square,
Clifton, Bristol.

THE EDITOR.

LIVING STONES.
THE Apostle (1 Peter ii. 4) saith, "To Whom coming as unto a living
stone" (speaking to believers), "you as lively stones are built up a
spiritual house." He doth not say stones that have life, but" lively
stones"; they have more than bare life, nay, further, "as .lively
stones are built up" together. There is a growing up by the power
of Christ, in coming to the "living stone," as the Apostle doth there
call Him. And that is not all, either; we have not only growth by
the grace of Christ, but restoration (Ps. xxiii. 3) and recovery in case
of relapse. Suppose a believer fall, the same Christ that gave him
life and set him upon his legs, must raise him up again when he is
down: "though I fall, yet shall I not be cast down," saith he; that is,
I shall not be left, but shall be raised again. "The ransomed of the
Lord shall return unto Zion; they shall rejoice with everlasting joy
upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away." They shall return to Zion; they were of
Zion before: a man is not said to return except he were in the place
before, and so is coming again; so the ransomed of the Lord shall
return to Zion. How? They are ransomed of the Lord; it is the
ransom of Christ that brings them back from bondage to their Zion
again; and when He brings them back, He brings them back with
everlasting joy upon their heads; they obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing fly away.-From "Christ the Only Way," by Dr
Crisp.
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THE WALK TO EMMAUS.
"Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them."-LUKE xxiv. 15.
THE walk to Emmaus is one of the most beautiful and touching
incidents recorded in the Gospels. "Were we asked (says the late
Dr. David Brown) to select from the Four Gospels the six verses
which bear the most indubitable marks of exact historic reality,
we might be at some loss, from the profusion of such that stud the
pages of the Evangelical Narrative. But certainly the doleful
tale of the two disciples going to Emmaus-of expectations regarding
Jesus of Nazareth, raised only to be crushed to the lowest, with the
half·trembling, half.hoping allusion to the reports of His resurrection
by , certain women of their company,' and all this poured into the
ear of the risen Saviour Himself, Who had overtaken and made up
to them as an unknown fellow-traveller ('00. 19-24)-this must be
held by every competent and candid judge to pass all the powers
of human invention." Yes, this exquisite narrative is no mere
human invention, but it is the inspired record of one of the many
appearances of our Lord on the day of His resurrection. Two of
His disciples "went that same day to a village called Emmaus,
which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And they
talked together of all these things which had happened. And it
came to pass, that while they communed together and reasoned,
Jesus Himself drew near, and went with them." Now this is what
the Lord's people need every Lord's Day, and every other day.
They need Jesus Himself to draw near and to go with them. Let
us think of our risen and glorified Lord as the One Who draws near
to His people.
First, observe that it was Jesus Himself Who drew near.
It was" Jesus of Nazareth, a prophet mighty in deed and in
word." It was Jesus, Whom the chief priests and the rulers had
recently delivered to be condemned and crucified. It was Jesus,
Whose ignominious death His disciples had mourned, Who drew
near. What had happened? That morning there had been a
great earthquake, and an angel of the Lord had descended from
heaven, and had rolled back the stone from the door of the sepulchre,
and Jesus had risen from the dead. This Jesus, Whom God raised

200

The Gospel Magaline

up, drew near to His disciples. "Jesus Himself drew near." And
does not Jesus Himself, the risen Jesus, now draw near to His
people ~ In reality He is always with His people. His promise is,
"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world."
But there are times when He makes His presence felt in a special
manner, and then He may be said, in an emphatic sense, to draw
near. And how blessed it is if we realize His loving presence.
Secondly, notice that He dre:w near whe:n His disciples talked of
Him.
" They talked together of all these things which had happened."
They talked of Him Who was "mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people." They spake of His wonderful miracles,
of the mighty works which He did. They spake of His words of
grace and truth. They spake of His crucifixion and death, and
of the apparent blasting of all their hopes. " We trusted that it
had been He Which should have redeemed Israel." They spake of
the strange report of the women who" were early at the sepulchre,"
who" found not His body," and came, saying that they had seen
" a vision of angels, which also said that He was alive." And as
they thus talked of Him, "Jesus Himself drew near." Be it ours,
dear Christian readers, to talk of Him, and of the things which
concern Him. "Talk ye of all His wondrous works." Let the
language of your heart be, "I will meditate also of all Thy work,
and talk of Thy doings" (Ps. cv. 2; lxxvii. 12). And when you
speak of Him and think upon His name, He Himself will draw near.
He loves to hear His people speak of Him. "They that feared the
Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and
heard it [then He must have drawn near], and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the Lord,
and that thought upon His name" (Mal. iii. 16).
Thirdly, observe that He dre:w near whe:n they were in darkness
and despondency.
" He said unto them, What manner of communications are these
that ye have one to another, as ye walk and are sad ~" The
Lord was precious to their hearts. They were devoted to Him.
They loved Him. Moreover, they had fondly hoped that He
would soon" restore again the kingdom to Israel." Now, however,
all their hopes were dashed to the ground. Their Lord had been
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apprehended, mocked, spat upon, condemned, crucified, and buried,
and sadness, sorrow, darkness, and despondency' had taken possession of their hearts. It was at this juncture that" Jesus Himself
drew near." Take comfort from this, despondent believer. He
knows your sorrows and He will draw near to comfort you. It
was when the poor widow of Nain was following her son to the
grave, that Jesus" came nigh to the gate of the city," and by His
mighty power raised her son to life and "delivered him to his
mother" (Luke vii. 12). So the child of God frequently has reason
to say, "Thou drewest near in the day that I called upon Thee:
Thou saidst, Fear not" (Lam. ill. 57). "The Lord is near" is the
inspired Apostle's assurance to all the Lord's people (see Greek of
Phil. iv. 5). Our eyes may be " holden," that we do not recognize
His presence, but He is there all the same.
Fourthly, He drew near and rebuked them.
The Lord's people sometimes need to be rebuked. Like Thomas
they may be guilty of the sin of unbelief. To him the risen Lord
administered a gentle rebuke when He said, "Be not faithless,
but believing." So, having listened to the sad story of his two
devoted but doubting followers, He said, "0 fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken." Had they
with meekness and child-like simplicity believed all that the
prophets had spoken, they would have known that the Spirit of
Christ, .;who was in the prophets, had testified beforehand both
" the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow." They
would have perceived that" both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with
the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together"
unconsciously to do whatsoever God's hand and God's counsel
had, in the scriptures of the prophets, determined before to be
done. To the Lord Jesus "all that the .r.rophets had spoken"
must surely come to pass. "Think not (He said) that I am come
to destroy the law and the prophets: I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil. For, verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till
all be fulfilled." Let us beware of doubting. any portion of the
Scriptures, which were all given by inspiration of God. " The
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the HQly Ghost."
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Fifthly, observe that our Lord drew nea'l' and instructed them.
Their minds had been set so exclusively upon the glories of
Christ, as foretold by the prophets, that they seem to have entirely
overlooked the sufferings which were to precede the glories. Hence
they needed Divine instruction. This the Lord proceeded to give
them. "Ought not Christ to have suffered these things (He said),
and to enter into His glory ~ And beginning at Moses and all the
prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself." The effect of this Divine unfolding of the
Scriptures was subsequently expressed when they said one to
another, "Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with
us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures ~ "
We, too, need Divine teaching. We need that He should open to
us the Scriptures, and that He should open our understandings
that we may understand the Scriptures. Our prayer should be :"Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near;
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word,
. Arl,d view my Saviour there."
Jesus Himself, by His Spirit, now draws near to instruct His
people. He guides them into all truth. It is the office of the
Spirit to teach them all things and bring all things to their remembrance, whatsoever Jesus Himself has said unto them. May the
Lord Himself draw near to each of His people who reads these
lines, and open his eyes that he may behold wondrous things out of
God's Word.
Finally, Jesus Himself drew near and revealed Himself to them.
" They drew nigh unto the village whither they went: and He
made as though He would have gone further. But they constrained
'Him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day
is far spent. And He went in to tarry with them. And it came
to pass, as He sat at meat with them, He took bread, and blessed
it, and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened,
and they knew Him." His unexpected action in presiding as
Master at their own table, and the manner in which He blessed,
brake, and distributed the bread, recalled to them previous scenes
and circumstances, and it now dawned upon their astonished minds
that the stranger was none other than their risen Lord, " and their
eyes were opened, and they knew Him."
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What a revelation this must have been to them! No wonder
that" they rose up that same hour, and returned to Jerusalem
. . . and they told what things were done in the way, and how He
was known of them in breaking of bread." The Lord's people
to-day have no doubt that Jesus Himself has risen from the dead..
They believe that He died for their sins according to the Scriptures,
and that He rose again the third day according to the same Scriptures: But when Jesus Himself draws near to them, these and
other precious truths are brought home to their hearts with increased power, and they see "new beauties" in their risen and
glorified Redeemer.
Let us rest aBBured, dear fellow-believers, that Jesus Himself
still draws near and goes with His people.
" I want a Sabbath talk with Thee;
I ask Thee for one little word;
Alone, alone! draw near to me,
Dear risen Lord!
" Oh. join Thyself to me, and deign
To commune as in days foregone;
As once Thou talkedst with the twain.
So with the one.
" Their Sabbath journey, e'en like mine,
Without a present Lord. was sad;
Like them. I want the voice Divine.
To make me glad.
" Draw near; and make my heart to burn,
And open Thou the living Word,
And talk of sweet things that concern
Thyself, my Lord.
" Unfold the wonders of Thy grace;
Make hidden meanings clear and plain;
And through each glowing Scripture trace
Love's golden chain.
" Mine eyes are holden! draw Thou near;
And break the bread, and pour the wine;
The strength, the sweetness, and the cheer,
Al!, al! are Thine!"
(Jane Orewdson.)

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And Azariah the chief priest, of the house of Zadok, answered him and
said, Since the people began to bring the offerings into the house of
the Lord, we have had enough to eat, and have left plenty: for the
Lord hath blessed His people: and that which is left is this great
store."-2 CRRON. xxxi. 10.

A BEAUTIFUL answer this, to the inquiry of Hezekiah, who, having
appointed the courses of the priests and Levites, and provided for their
work and maintenance, "came and saw" what had been done.
Reading from the fifth verse of this chapter, we learn that, " As soon as
the commandment came abroad, the children of Israel brought in
abundance the first fruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and of all
the increase of the field; and the tithe of all things brought they in
abundantly . . . and the tithe of holy things which were consecrated
to the Lord their God, and laid them by heaps [margin, heaps, heaps).
In the third month they began to lay the foundation of the heaps,
and finished them in the seventh month. And when Hezekiah and
the princes came and saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord, and His
people Israel." Then, when Hezekiah questions the priests and
Levites concerning" this great store:' he has answer in the words of
our text. It reminds us of an earlier occasion when, in the building of
the Tabernacle in the wilderness, the hearts of the people were so
stirred up that Moses was told, " The people bring much more than
enough for the service of the work which the Lord commanded to
make. And Moses gave co=andment, and they caused it to be
proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman
make any more work for the offering. of the sanctuary. So the people
were restrained from bringing. For the stuff they had was sufficient
for all the work to make it, and too much" (Exod. xx.wi. 5--7). What
a lovely scene this, of a people whom the Lord made willing and glad
to spend and be spent in His service!
Coming to New Testament days, we find a similar scene in the Acts
of the Apostles. The primitive Christians, after the day of Pentecost,
"sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as
every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having
favour with all the people."
What a Divine gift is that of a willing mind! How fruitful the Lord
makes His own work, and shows how none must despise the day of
His small things! Who would have thought that of the offering of that
lone widow of "two mites which make a farthing," He would say,
" This poor widow hath cast in more than they all: for all these have of
their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her
penury hath cast in all the living that she had"? It is not so much
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"If there be first a willing
mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according
to that he hath not."
It may be some of us are given no prominent place, but a service
so obscure that blessedly we do not realize it as such! The Lord's
people are not always permitted to know when they are serving Him,
nor how they serve Him. Some there are whose service is but to
" stand and wait," as the poet says. Yet" His servants shall serve
Him," and it is with praiseful hearts, thankful lives, and increasing
gratitude for all that He has done for them, that they do so. When
He recognizes their services hereafter with" Come, ye blessed of My
Father," the question, "When, Lord 1" will rise to their lips. It
may have been but a cup of cold water! But the Lord is pleased
to make much of a little grace. It is His own gift, and He can magnify
it into much more and" abundantly." Meanwhile, in our humble
sphere, it is a blessed thing to have grace-exercised hearts in the
whatsoever our hand findeth to do. May we be found doing "it
heartily as unto the Lord, and not unto men."
A friend in Christ recently related to me the following little story,
which touches closely upon our subject. One day, when looking from
her window, she observed a man, bent with age, and from appearance
one of the" poor of this world," delivering bills from house to house.
Calling her companion, she said, "Look at that old man, how conscientiously he is delivering his bills. He has not missed a house nor
wasted a bill. If he comes across here, we will have him in and give
him something." A kindly motive prompted her. She was obeying,
all unknown, the Divine command, "Be not forgetful to entertain
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares."
On what a slender thread hang life's events, and how blessedly true
is it that
" Our life's minutest circumstance
Is subject to His eye."
How true is it also that" the steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord; and He delighteth in his way." Presently the old man
crossed the road and reached our friend's house, where he was invited
in. His kind hostess remarked how carefully he had done his work
in distributing the notices, to which he readily replied, " All things
are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with Whom we have to
do." He was found to be, much to his new friend's delight, a saint of
God, attending the same church and rejoicing in the precious truths
set forth by their beloved minister, the Rev. James Ormiston, of St.
Mary-le-port! No flagging then of the conversation! Hearts burned
as they spoke of Jesus, their soul's Salvation, Joy, and Hope; and
doubtless " the Lord hearkened and heard."
Sure I am that the more we desire with singleness of eye and united·
ness of heart to seek in all we do to do it heartily as unto the Lord
and not unto men, the Lord is pleased to own every humble effort.
How blessedly does He work upon the hearts of His servants who are

what His people give, as how it is given.
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rich in earthly possessions, to ofttimes send portions to their poorer
brethren. It is a blessed thing when grace accompanies earthly riches,
and the possessors thereof realize" the silver and the gold are His,"
that He has entrusted the stewardship to them, and the language of
their hearts is, " Of Thine own have we given Thee." Their God of
the Treasury has all resources at command, and is nothing impoverished
by their drawing largely upon Him. The lauguage of our text is
true in the experience of each individual believer: "We have enough
to eat, and have left plenty: for the Lord hath blessed His people:
and that which is left is this great store."
In their spiritual experience, too, the children of God have their
heaps! One who might be described as "a sparrow alone" and " a
woman of a sorrowful spirit," recently testified sweetly to the Lord's
faithfulness in the keeping of His promises, and to His appearing for
her in times of great di.fficulty and sorrow. They were her great heaps,
and she would prove, as all the living family of Zion's sons and
daughters assuredly do, that the Lord's heaps do not diminish with
age or use. His faithfulness reacheth unto the very clouds; His love
is high as heaven, and" His mercy is from everlasting to everlasting."
And the Lord is sometimes pleased to make the .times of our spiritual
poverty the opportunity for displaying the exceeding riches of His
grace. He gives forth from His resources at the time of our lowest
ebb. The smoking flax is not quenched. The seemingly last dying
spark does not go out. Our Man standeth behind the wall, and poureth
His oil upon the smouldering embers!
" His riches meet our need,
His wealth, our poverty" ;
and
" To all our misery, Christ is glory bright,
To all our poverty, infinite delight."
Then again, we see how this great store to be set before king Hezekiah
was the outcome of tithe offering. We turn back to Lev. xxvii. 30,
and read: "And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's; it is holy unto the Lord."
And again in Deut. xiv. 28: "At the end of three years thou shalt
bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay
it up within thy gates: and the Levite (because he hath no part nor
inheritance with thee), and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the
widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be
satisfied: that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all the work of
thine hand which thou doest." A Covenant God fulfilled His promise
yearly, and all the days of the year. "Seedtime and harvest" did
not cease, and the earth yielded her increase. Thus the Israelite
was enjoined to gather and dedicate an appointed portion unto the
Lord, thereby acknowledging the adorable Creator and Giver of
" every good and every perfect gift." It was no heedless gathering of
their treasures, no thoughtless hands that bore the rich gifts of the
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earth unto the garners. A Divine command laid a sacred obligation
upon the Israelites, and the words would be indelibly impressed upon
their hearts: "Say not in thine heart, My power and the might of
mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt remember
the Lord thy God: for it is He that giveth thee power to get wealth,
that He may establish His Covenant which He sware unto thy fathers,
as it is this day."
And, dear reader, you and I who are not under the law, but under
grace, have we not our tithe-offering to present? What is it but the
sacrifice of a broken heart and of a contrite spirit, which He has promised
He will not despise? What is an offering but that which He has first
bestowed upon us? "Freely ye have received, freely give." Justification "freely by His grace" is the sovereign act of Him Who looked for
no good thing in fallen man to "merit esteem." And so He gave
freely His dear Son to redeem a people unto Himself, and with Him
cannot withhold from freely giving us "all things." Can a heart
which has recognized by Divine grace this gloriously free gift, withhold?
Is not the language of adoring gratitude rather, not How much can I
render unto the Lord! but, Can I withhold! "God loveth a cheerful
giver." The cheerful giver was Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself!
Although" He thought it not robbery to be equal with God," yet made
He Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant,
and humbled Himself and became obedient even unto the death of
the cross. And as surely as He humbled Himself for His people, so
they are now exalted in Him! Oh, brethren, do we sufficiently live
up to and live out our high calling? Are we found not only living in
the Spirit, but walking likewise in the Spirit? Do we live" blameless
and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked
and perverse nation"? Is the expression of our hearts, "Giving
thanks always unto the Father, Who hath made us meet"? Is ,?ur
language, "I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth"? Can we say,
"Here, Lord, I give myself away;
'Tis all that I can do" ?
Has the blood been sprinkled not only on the heart for "a sweet
savour," but likewise on "the tip of the right ear," as was done unto
Aaron and his sons when set apart for their holy calling, " and upon
the thumb of their right hand, and upon the great toe of their right
foot"? So that life and all its renewed powers he ever dedicated
to the praise of Him Who hath redeemed us unto God by His own
most precious blood; Who tells us, "Ye are not your own, for ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God's."
Oh! to live more and more upon the riches of His grace; to live,
not as paupers, but as sons and daughters of the Lord God Ahnighty.
There is always enough and to spare in our Father's house; always
enough and to spare in the heart of Jesus. Always enough and to
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spare in the riches of His grace, and in His inexhaustible treasury.
All centres in Him.· He is the Author and Giver of all. He is the
Riches, the Substance, the Inheritance of His saints. Shall not our
lives be a testimony to that active grace, and thus redound to His
glory, "Which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light" 1
Then, like the people of old, the language of our hearts under the
glorious light of the Gospel, will be, " We have had enough to eat, and
have left plenty: for the Lord hath blessed His people: and that whi£h
is left is this great store."
R.
THOUGHTS ON THE RESURRECTION.
So often as we think of a blessed resurrection to eternal life, and the
happy consequences of it, the thought of so glorious a reward should
make us diligent and unwearied in the service of so good a Master and
so great a Prince.-Archbishop Tillotson.
WHATEVER else is or is not true, the Son of God, in His mighty work
and victory, is unalterable fact. Whatever else can or cannot take
place, this has taken place-Jesus has overcome death and is alive
evermore. He stands beside us, yet on the other side of the grave,
saying, "I was dead, and am alive, and have the keys of death."Bishop M oule.
THE Christian man's faith must always be upon the resurrection of
Christ when he is in trouble; and in that glorious resurrection he shall
not only see continual joy and consolation, but also victory and triumph
over all persecution, sin, death, hell, Satan, and all other tyrants and
persecutors of Christ and of Christ's people-the tears and weeping of
the faithful dried up, their wounds healed, their bodies made immortal in joy, their souls for ever praising the Lord in conjunction
and society with the blessed company of God's elect.-Bishop Hooper:
THE glory of Christ's resurrection, and the hope of one day being
clothed with a body like unto His glorious body, is a powerful motive
to perseverance. This is the great prize the true Christian sets before
him in running his course-that he shall be with Christ, be like Christ,
and see Him as He is. The greatness of the prize induces him to push
aside all obstacles, and press toward the mark of his high calling.
Like Job he can say-" I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that in
my flesh I shall see God." This hope keeps him firm in all suffering,
and stops all complaints; it lightens all his cares, supports him in all
his weakness, and makes him run with patience the race that is set
before him, counting it even joy when he falls into tribulation, " knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and
experience hope." His vision is keen, and can look through these
temporal clouds to things very far away; he looks on the recompense
of the reward, and anticipates in the glorious resurrection, ')f which
his Lord's is the pledge, the consummation of bliss both in body and
soul.-Prynne.
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OUR PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MR. WALTER WALSH.
ANOTHER standard·bearer amongst our Protestant leaders has recently
fallen, and although we published Mr. WALSH'S Portrait and an
Appreciation in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, twelve years ago, we feel
assured that many of our more recent subscribers and readers would
wish to possess his likeness, while others who have the former one will
read with much interest the Christian testimony now borne to his
personal worth, and to the special service he rendered the cause of the
blessed Protestant Reformation during the later years of his active
life. We believe Mr. WALSH has left the MS. of an unpublished work,
of great value, which he was occupied in preparing for the press at the
time of his sudden call.
OBITUARY NOTICE (from The English Churchman, Feb. 29, 1912).
With very deep regret we have to announce the sudden death of perhaps
the widest-known and most highly respected of Protestant controversalists, and one who for the past thirty years had been closely
connected with this journal-Mr. WaIter Walsh. Our esteemed
colleague had been in a serious state of health for a long time, but he
continued his labours regularly and paid a visit to the office of The
English Churchm.an as lately as Thursday last. He was then, how·ever, manifestly ill, and the attacks of heart trouble from which he
suffered, we believe, became of increasing frequency. The end, nevertheless, arrived with startling unexpectedness. Mr. Walsh had a fatal
seizure While attending service in St. Mary's, Spring Gl'Ove, Isleworth,
on Sunday morning, and passed away immediately.
It is a touching fact, showing how, literally, he may have said to
have been at work to the last, that the" Protestant Notes" which
appear in this issue were written-a day or two earlier than usual, and
evidently in the later hours of Saturday-and lay on his desk in an
envelope addressed and stamped ready for despateh.
Born at Folkestone, in 1847, Mr. Walsh had been engaged in
Protestant work from his earliest manhood. He was connected with
the Irish Church Missions in Dublin for two years. Then he represented
the Protestant Reformation Society in Oxford for five years, coming
closely into touch with the undergraduates and exercising a powerful
influence over them. Mr. Walsh was instrumental in founding, at
Oxford, the first branch of the Church Association. His next post was
as agent to Mr. Newdegate, M.P., at Nuneaton. While there he began
his contribution of " Protestant Notes" to the" Press and St. James'
Chronicle." On the amalgamation of this paper with The Erlglish
Churchm.an and the reduction of the price to one penny, Mr. Walsh
came to London in 1884, as Sub-Editor of the journal, and remained in
that capacity until the year 1900. When pressure of other work
caused him to relinquish that post, he still wrote week by week the
valuable. column which has been so long one of our standing features.
He edited the" Protestant Observer" since 1888.
14
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In 1896 Mr. Walsh founded the Imperial Protestant Federation.
He became Editorial Secretary of the Federation in 1905, and as such
edited" Grievances from Ireland," an important monthly publication.
The great success of Mr. Walsh's career, that which brought him so
prominently before the public, and gave him a remarkable reputation
in the Protestant world, was his authorship of " The Secret History of
the Oxford Movement," a volume which has justly been described as
"epoch-making." Its appearance created a profound sensation, and
it revealed, in a manner which startled the general mind, the subtle
influences and tremendous power of the Romanizing Societies and
Clergy within the Church of England. The book rapidly ran through
edition after edition, and achieved a circulation running into hundreds
of thousands. It proved a crushing indictment, and was so replete
with incontrovertible facts that no answer was forthcoming, and the
abuse of opponents was wholly ineffectual to stay its influence. In
.his first preface Mr. Walsh intimated that he had undertaken the work
upon the strong representations of a high dignitary of the Church of
England, and after the death of Dean Farrar the Author disclosed the
fact that the Dean was the dignitary referred to.
Mr. Walsh's other publications included ~' The History of the Romeward Movement in the Church of England;" " A Defence of the King's
Protestant Declaration;" "The Ritualists;" "The Religious Life
of Queen Victoria;" "The Jesuits in Great Britain: an Historical
Enquiry into their Political Influence;" "The Women Martyrs of
the Reformation;" "Popular Protestant Papers." Mr. Walsh was
also a contributor to the ,. Protestant Dictionary," and wrote a large
number of pamphlets. An important new volume from his pen had
been completed for publication aud will be issued in April by Messrs.
J ames Nisbet & Co., Ltd. Mr. Walsh had been engaged on it steadily
for a number of years. The title will be " England's Fight with the
Papacy," and the price 15s. net.
As a lecturer Mr. Walsh was very active in all parts of the kingdom
while his health permitted. He had an unrivalled knowledge of the
facts of the Romish controversy; they were, indeed, at his fingers'
ends. His memory was phenomenal, and his library must have been
almost unique. Fortified as he was in these directions, his assailants
found, to their cost, that he occupied an impregnable position.
In recognition of his numerous and valuable works, Mr. Walsh was
some years ago elected a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.
Before taking up his residence at Isleworth, Mr. Walsh had lived at
Clapham, and while there was for a time Churchwarden of St. Stephen's,
South Lambeth, enjoying the ministry of the Rev. John Grundy.
Mr. Walsh married, in 1874, Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. George
Adams. His wife survives him, with two sons and a daughter. One
son, Mr. James W. Walsh, is organizing Secretary of the Imperial
Protestant Federation. To the bereaved family the sincere and
respectful sympathy of all Protestants will be extended, especially at
the painfully sudden parting from a dearly-loved husband and father.
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FUNERAL.

In the beautiful cemetery at Brookwood, Woking, and in a spot not
far from the grave of Dr. Littledale-whose High Church views he had
often antagonized, but whose "Plain Reasons against joining the
Church of Rome" he had often commended-our beloved colleague
and friend, Waiter Walsh, was laid to rest last Saturday morning. At
so great a distance from London the funeral was necessarily of a quiet
character, and was carried out with the Protestant simplicity and
unostentatious ceremony which Mr. Walsh had, in his lifetime,
desired might mark the solemn occasion. Before the coffin left the
house at Osterley Park, the Rev. J. C. Stephens, Vicar of Christ Church,
Harrow Road, engaged in prayer, as did also the Rev. W. M. Selwyn,
Vicar of St. Mary's, Spring Grove, Isleworth, where our dear friend
received the home call at the moment the congregation began to sing
the" Venite" on Sunday morning, February 25. The service in the
Cemetery Chapel and at the graveside was conducted by the Rev. J. C.
Stephens and the Rev. W. M. Selwyn, the former addressing a few
heartfelt words of appreciation of Mr. Walsh's great life-work. The
mourners included Mrs. Walsh, Mr. J. W. Walsh, Mr. Arthur Walsh,
and Miss Annie Walsh. There were also present Colonel A. T. Davis,
Mr. T. J. Mayers, Mr. J. A. Kensit, Mr. J. W. D. Barron (representing
the Church Association), Messrs. H. Fowler, A. A. Fowler, and D. S.
Hyslop (Protestant Alliance), Mr. D. Catt (Calvinistic Protestant
Union), Mr. J. W. Flower (Women's Protestant Union), Mr. F. J.
Colepeper (Loyal Orange Institution) and members of the staff of The
English Ohurchman. A number of beautiful wreaths were sent by
the family and relatives, Mrs. W. R. Arbuthnot, the Imperial
Protestant Federation, and The English Ohurchman.
The English Ohurchman recently published the following cordial
" Appreciations" of the deceased, who was professionally connected
with ita pages for thirty years :CHRISTIAN ApPRECIATIONS.

Mr. Waiter A. Limbrick, F.R.Hist.S., Secretary of the Protestant
Reformation Society:
"Mr. Waiter Walsh had a warm corner in his heart for the' P.R.S.,'
the Society in whose service he commenced his work in England; and
whenever I met him there was a very pleasant touch of ' camaraderie'
in his mauner, as of an old friend who was still' one of us.' He often
spoke to me of his literary projects, and less than a week before his
death he called upon me to speak about a life's work volume he then
had in preparation for the publishers on 'England's Fight with the
Papacy.' It will thus be seen that he died' in harness.'
" In the hey-day of his fame as the writer of ' The Secret History
of the Oxford Movement,' Mr. Walsh gave several lectures for the
Society. One of these was at Cambridge, wbere the' P.R.S.' has no~
a very flourishing branch, and I well remember the serried rows of
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, undergrads' who came to hear him, and some of whom 'heckled'
him, and saw how Christianly he could deal with objections and interruptions. Another great meeting was at Bishop's Stortford, under the
presidency of Mr. John Barker, now M.P., where his facts (for Mr.
Walsh made no claims to great oratorical powers) held the huge gathering for nearly two hours. Mr. Walsh was a striking example of a man
who became an ' expert' by the perpetual study of one subject, and
by an infinite taking of pains to be accurate. Romanists and Ritualists
might challenge his inferences and conclusions, but they could not
upset his facts, and, when the causes which have contributed to ' the
passing of the Oxford Movement' come to be tabulated by some future,
dispassionate historian, surely Mr. Walsh's books on that subject will
take a leading place. Honest men hate Jesuitry-and Mr.Walsh proved
to demonstration that Ritualism was essentially J esuitical in principle.
" I always found Waiter Walsh a kindly mentor, ever ready to aid
me with his monumental knowledge, always quick to appreciate good
work in others. He was no sentimentalist, uo bigot, but a sturdy,
determined, persistent warrior for the cause he loved and for which
he laboured to the last."
The Rev. N. F. Duncan, M.A., Vicar of St. Julian's, Shrewsbury:
" Permit me to offer a few words of tribute to the memory of our friend,
the late Mr. Waiter Walsh. I knew him personally for many years,
and the news of his sudden home call brought to me, as to so many
others, a deep sense of personal loss. His writings (and not least his
'Protestant Notes' in The English Ohurchman) were invaluable,
and we can never be thankful enough for the knowledge he had acquired
of the Romish controversy, and for the fearless and effective use he
made of it in his exposures of Romanism and Ritualism. Your contemporary, the Crttardian, closes its brief notice of his life with the
words, 'He was a man of sincere religious convictions,' a graceful
acknowledgment of the sterling character of our brother. The sincere
religious convictions were in his case based on the impregnable Rock
of Holy Scripture. The strength of his work for the Protestant cause
lay in his jealousy for the supremacy and honour of God's Word. It
was therefore most fitting that he should breathe his last in the assembly
of God's people on the morning on which the 119th Psalm sounded in
their ears the great..Scriptural principles which should govern our lives
and which rightly describe his own life and aim (' Make me to go in
the path of Thy co=andments: for therein is my desire.. '.' I
will speak of Thy testimonies also before kings and will not be ashamed.
. . . The proud have had me exceedingly in derision, yet have I not
shrinked from Thy law. . . . Oh, be merciful unto me, according to
Thy Word '). As we thank God for Walter Walsh's life and work, and
contemplate his sudden call into the joy of his Lord, we may well say,
in words also taken from that morning's Psalm, ' Oh, Lord, Thou hast
dealt graciously with Thy servant, according to Thy Word.' "
The Rev. E. K. Elliott, late Rector of Broadwater, Worthing:
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"His death is a national loss, for in our time no one had a wider
acquaintance with the secret workings of the Roman system and the
manifold efforts it is making to destroy those civil and religious liberties
won for us by our Reformers."
,
The Rev. J. N. Worsfold, late Rector of Haddlesey, Yorks: "I
~annot refrain from saying how deeply I regret the sudden home call of
Waiter Walsh, with whom I have had intimate associations for over
forty years. His faithful, plodding industry and courageous activity
in Protestant work demand grateful acknowledgment."
The Rev. E. Mansel Townshend, M.A., Rector of Llanvapley: "May
I be permitted, as an old and ardent admirer, to thank you for the
fitting tribute of honour you have paid, in your ably conducted columns,
to the late Waiter Walsh, John Kensit, Dr. Charles H. Wright, Dr.
Samuel Wainwright, Bishop Ryle, Archdeacon Taylor, James Inskip,
Henry Miller, Waiter Walsh! What thoughts they suggest; what a
glorious work they recall, and what numbers of other names of faithful,
if humbler, champions, called to their long rest, they bring to our
memories. May not their voices calling us forward be intended to
speak even the more eloquently from the grave 1 "
The Rev. John R. Mackay, of the Free Presbyterian Manse, Inverness: "I believe that not a few staunch Protestants in the north of
Scotl and mourn for him as for a brother."
Mr. A. H. Carter, Minister of the Hounslow Undenomiuational
Church: "The uews of the very sudden death of Mr. Waiter Walsh
came as a great blow to a number of Christian workers in Hounslow
and neighbourhood. Our deceased friend was so well known as a keen
and valiant upholder of the Protestant faith that it may be interesting
to know that there was another aspect of his life and character which
deeply impressed some of us who came into closer spiritual contact
with him. I had frequent opportunities of meeting him in the railway
-train, and was always impressed with his pronounced spirituality.
His mind seemed to be much occupied during the last few weeks with
the \vritings of Toplady, and on two occasions that I had of meeting
him during the last month his soul seemed aglow with the precious
truths of sovereign grace. His long and trying illness prevented him
from taking the active part in Christian work that he otherwise would
have done, but as he moved about in his daily life and work he impressed
one with the fact that he lived in co=union with his Lord, and severe
as his sufferings may have been-and we believe that at times they
were intense-he always had a cheerful word and kindly smile for those
who had the privilege of a few words with him. I trust I am not
trespassing upon your space in sending this note, but in these days of
conflict, when the sterner side of life has to be faced, it is a real incentive
to holiness of walk to note the fine disposition of those who have been
our Leaders, and have ' led' because they lived in co=union with
their Lord."
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Mr. D. S. Hyslop, Organizing Secretary of the Protestant Alliance:
"The removal by death of Waiter Walsh has left a gap in the ranks of
of aggressive Protestantism which will be exceedingly hard to fill.
His knowledge of the Roman and Ritualistic controversy was immense.
Not only had he travelled the high roads of this important question;
the by-paths of the subject were equally familiar to him. Waiter
Walsh has earned the deep gratitude of all those who are publicly
engaged in opposing the inroads of Rome and Ritualism. His statements could always be relied upon and his quotations were accurate
and verifiable. I am confident that had it not been for the faithful
labours of our departed friend, Rome and Ritualism would have been
in a far stronger position in this country to-day."
The Record : "There will be very general regret at the announcement of the death of Mr. Waiter Walsh. . . . His knowledge of the
Roman and Ritualistic controversies was remarkable, in its way unique,
and through bis books and by his lectures on public platforms all over
the country he did a valuable work in e:>"1'0sing the errors of Rome and
explaining the live significance of the Ritualistic movement within the
Church of England."
The Christian: "Mr. Walsh had been engaged in Protestant
work practically all his life, and by his assiduity equipped himself very
thoroughly for duty in defence of the Gospel against Romish error and
attack. From 1884 to 1900 he was intimately associated with our
spirited contemporary, The English Churchman, continuing, indeed,
to contribute to that paper and others (including the 'Christian')
practically to the end. . . . Mr. Walsh was best known, however, for
his popnlar book, • The Secret History of the Oxford Movement,' which
aroused the intense anger of the Sacerdotal party, but remains a valuable
work of reference, to which no adequate reply has been forthcoming."
A correspondent of the High Church Guardian: "Although
often mistaken in his judgment of those who differed from him on
Church questions, he was a man of sincere religious convictions."
At a meeting held on February 27, at the Church Missionary Hall,
Bristol, under the auspices of the Bristol and Clifton Protestant League,
Colonel Savile, J.P., presiding, after a lecture delivered by the Rev. W.
Brown Pollock, M.A., entitled "My Experience of Ritualism," the
following resolution was unanimously passed: "That this meeting of
members of the Bristol and Clifton Protestant League, and friends,
desire to express their deep regret at the removal, by sudden death, of
Mr. Waiter Walsh, F.R.Hist.S., a long-devoted and valuable champion
of Protestantism, whose fearless exposure of Romauism and its ally,
Ritualism, gained for him the love and esteem of all true Protestants,
and doubtless, at least, the respect of his honest opponents. They
also desire to convey their respectful sympathy with the family of the
deceased gentleman."
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NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV J.ORMISTON,
RECTOR, AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON
THURSDAY, MARCH 7th, 1912.

" Abundant in goodness and truth. "-EXODUS xxxiv. 6.
THAT was a terrible event in the history of the recently-delivered
children of Israel, when they fell into gross idolatry at the foot of Mount
Sinai. Sinai, at this time, was God's habitation. He had warned Moses
to be ready for Him when He came, and He kept His dear servant
waiting day after day for seven days beforeHe gave bim any sign of
fulfilling His promise. But He came, and terrible things.in righteous·
ness did He make known to Moses: but we are told that while Moses
was away forty days and forty nights in the mount, Aaron and the
children of Israel fell into gross idolatry; they made a calf of gold
and set it up to worship. Such is man left to himself. To what
terrible things does man put his hand. in ignorance, and brings himself
into condemnation before his God. When Moses, who was of another
mind, went up into the mount to confer with the Lord concerning His
holy will, the congregation utterly departed from God while Moses
remained true and faithful. If you read the earlier verses of ch. xxxiv.,
you will find that God said, " Hew thee two tables of stone like unto
the first: and I will WTite upon these tables the words that were in
the first tables, which thou brakest." Moses broke the tables of the
ten commandments in his despair of his backsliding brethren, and spoke
against himself terrible things in righteousness; but God saw otherwise,
and was going to make His grace superabound where man's sin had
abounded. God's ways are all worthy of Himself. He slew three
thousand Israelitish backsliders, and Moses in his despair of this
condition of things offered himself to die, as it were, in place of the
guilty, but God would not accept it. "The soul that sinneth, it shall
die." Jesus Christ did indeed take the place of the guilty, but this
was of grace, not according to law. We bless God His ways are equal,
and so we find grace triumphing over judgment. God magnifies His
grace most chiefly in showing that salvation is all of His mercy and
free will. We notice with thankfulness God speaks to Moses of His will.
He spoke in the cloud, and stood with Moses there, and in that place
He appeared to him and proclaimed the name of the Lord. "And the
Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth." God thus declared His attributes, His eternal attributes to
Moses, and that was Moses' mercy and Moses' salvation-the Lord
appeared on his side consistent with Himself.
We have chosen, we trust by the Spirit, the brief "extract already
quoted-" Abundant in goodness and truth." Such indeed is Jehovah
the God of salvation, and we will take a few illustrations of this word
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He has given us here, " Abundant in goodness and truth." Turn first
to Psalm xxxvi. 8: "They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of Thy house." This is the declaration of faith which lays hold of
the promise of God to bestow abundant satisfaction on His needy
people. The marginal reading is, "they shall be watered," so satisfied
" with the fatness of Thy house "-the J'emple-the place where His
Name was recorded by Himself, and where He blessed the true Israel
with blessings neither few nor small. Next, we turn to Isaiah xxxv. 2.
"It," that is, the wilderness and solitary place, "shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing." We know our
own hearts; and if we know them truly we know them to be by nature
a waste howling wilderness. God is not in our hearts by nature, He
can only be .by grace, free and sovereign grace. Oh, to grace how
great debtors, daily we are constrained to be! The Lord has glorified
Himself by thus reversing Satan's scheme. It is the sinner saved by
grace who glorifies his God. Let us be encouraged by this precious
truth, " By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves." God will not, in blessing His people, bless them with a few
benefits. He makes them many and strong promises. "Let the
weak say, I am strong," by grace Divine. Let them not look at themselves, they will find nothing there but l).isappointment, but looking
off unto Jesus crucified and risen again from the dead, they find a
perfect acceptance and blessing. Where there was poverty before,
there is now abundance through Divine grace. Again, in Isniah Iv. 7,
" Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ;
and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon "-in the margin, " He
will mnltiply to pardon," pardon again and again, and yet again.
Oh, how God is glorified by His people through the grace He has put
in them in thus appealing to Him, waiting at the mercy-seat, for forgiveness for another day's sin. How gracious the Lord is to receive a
sinner so many times as He does! Be encouraged, as you realize sin,
to be often and much at the mercy-seat, appealing and applying to God
for pardon. We cannot sue too earnestly in this matter. May our
hearts be filled with prayerful confession of sin and hope in His mercy
Who forgiveth for ;resus Christ's sake, for the precious blood He shed on
the cross and for the woes He suffered for our sake. Again and again,
and again He pardons, not only morning, noon, and evening, when we
bow the knee, but all the day long-He is never weary. He has pledged
Himself by His great name that He will pardon and blot out and make
an end of our iniquities for Jesus Christ's sake. We cannot be too often
at the mercy-seat, provided by God through His grace. To think
that seat to which He calls us is the mercy-seat-the propitiatory!
Where sin like ours is forgiven, blotted out, and more than that-forgotten! He wills not to remember the sins of His dear people. Satan
would, fain have us believe that Go.d treasures up our transgressions
against u~.; but he is a liar, and was so from the beginning. It is not
true, for God delighteth in mercy. H9ld that fast with both hands
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and your whole heart-it is your salvation. Oh, that we might realize
more deeply that God has provided for such miserable, undone sinners
such ss we are! Most willingly does He pardon. Oh, to be asking
Him always therefore for that thing He delights so much in giving.
Glorify Him by trusting and resting on Him. In St. John x. 10, we
read, " I am come that they might have life, and that they might have
it:more abundantly." You see what a willing Giver He is, and He gives
" good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over."
Christ Jesus came all the way from the highest heaven to the deepest
woe for the sake of the love He had to His guilty people, to forgive
them all iniquity and sin, and to give them life, and life more abundant.
Oh, to have and to realize that life more abundantly in our souls every
day, and all day long! Turn now to Hebrews vi. 17: "Wherein God,
willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath." What depths profound! Marvellous truth, that the living God, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, should have sworn by an oath to uphold an immutable promise
to have mercy on needy sinners set apart in mercy for Himself. Dwell
constantly on the blessedness of such mercy, so full, so free and unchanging, from everlasting to everlasting.
Lastly, in 1 Peter i. 11, we read: " For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ." Are you looking for, and hoping for, His
kingdom? Are you meditating much on His sweet promise concerning
it? Hold on still, through evil report and good report. God has said·
He will do it-that He will give you an abundant entrance into the
kingdom of His dear Son. What a joyful hope is the believer's; what
a truly happy one! The law in its perfectly kept form we see in
Christ. "Christ is the end of the law for righteonsness to everyone
that believeth." How safe is the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ!
Who shall move him? for God has accepted him. He is a chief
sinner, but God has washed him in the precious blood, and clothed
him in His righteousness, and will not be ashamed of that sinner.
The humble·hearted sinner who believes truly, and unfeignedly, is loved
with the love with which the Father loves the Son. Marvel of marvels !
It seems too good to be true, but it is true. God loves all His Church
with the Divine love wherewith He loves the Son of His love. Is it
possible that He loves me as He loves the Lord Jesus? As the Word
is true, and cannot be broken, it is true. God is the God of loveperfect, Divine and eternal love. He will never go from it a haIT's
breadth. Whom He loveth, He loveth with a perfect love, because of
the Lord Jesus. He loveth to-day, to-morrow, and without end.
Heaven and ealth shall pass away, and some of us think it will be very
soon, but the Word of God concerniug His dear children, the least of
them, is abiding, is always the same. It is thus He loves you. I now
leave these few words in the Lord's hands, and trust ,He will apply
them to the hearts of those who are here to-night, for His own
glory and your inexpressible joy. Amen.
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GLORIOUS

THINGS.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. GEORGE D. DOUDNEY,
AT PLYMOUTH, NOVEMBER 1ST, 1863.

" Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God."-Ps. lxxxvii. 3.
(Concluded from page 170.)

we must look not only at the foundation of this city, but also
at the glory of the present position of it.
. In the first chapter of Panl's epistle to the Ephesians, we are told
that Christ was raised up in our very nature. "And what is the
exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according to
the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ, when
He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in
the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might,
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world,
but also in that which is to come: and hath put all things under His
feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the Church, which
is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all " (Eph. i. 19-23).
Now, if you drop down to the second chapter of this same blessed
epistle, at the sixth verse, you will find that when Christ was thus
raised up, the Church was raised up in Him: .. And hath raised us up
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in [not through, it
js in,] Christ Jesus." Then, as a key to unlock this mystery, turn to the
third chapter of Paul's epistle to the Colossians: .. If ye then be risen
with Christ." It is our life that is risen with Christ; when Christ
came forth manifestly, and took our flesh into union with-His Divine
nature, He still contained in Himself all our spiritual blessings; He
carried them all through death itself, and He swallowed up death in
eternal victory. When a child of God is born again from above, the
life comes down and gathers him up into union with His Divine life, and
he becomes a living member of the mystical body of Christ manifestly.
This is to be baptized by the one Spirit into the one body, and being
thus baptized we are baptized into eternal life, and this eternal life
contains in it all grace for time, and glory for eternity; therefore, " If
ye be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above"; seek to
contemplate more the glory of the Church as she shall be presented
without spot before God, when" the trumpet shall sound, and we shall
all be changed, in the twinkling of an eye," at the appearing of our most
glorious Christ. (1 Cor. xv. 51, 52.) "Set your affection on things
~bove, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with Him in glory" (Col. ill. 2-4).
Now, it is the blessedness of the child of God to dwell upon these
things. "Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God." And 0
we not find that they are glorious things, dear brethren, when wecontemplate thus the blessings that flow to us, from the fact that we are built
upon this foundation; Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner
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st.one, Who contains in Himself our eternal life and all our spiritua1
ble88ings. It is to grow up into Him, our living Head in all things, as
it is written again, " Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the. knowledge of the Ron of God, unto a perfect man" ; till the whole
body is so grown together, the last member being joined to it-" unto
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ" (Eph. iv. 13). As
the Holy Ghost speaks in the verse before that which I have just quoted,
" For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ." We are not to look at it individually,
but it is the whole body grown together. It was the whole body that
was given to Christ, and that was raised up, and made to sit together
with Him in heavenly places, " far above all principality, and power,
and might, and dominion."
But we come now to look at the state of this city. Who shall measure
the glory of it 1 The angels will form the outer circle. They cannot
sing the same song as we shall sing. They cannot sing of eternal
life·union to Jesus Christ. They cannot sing of the precious cleansing
power of the blood of Christ. No; the city, the Zion of God, must
sing her glorious solo, " Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God
and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen" (Rev. i. 5, 6). The angels, it is true, can join in our hallelujahs
of praise and thanksgiving; but they cannot join in that one song
which shall fill the hearts of all the children of God with delight, when
they are all brought together in that inner circle; for we come nearer
in that glorious city than the angels: for it is written, " He passed by
the nature of angels, and took upon Him the seed of Abraham " (Heb.
ii. 16). He came down beneath the nature of angels; for our humanity
is not equal to their nature; but He was raised up so high that He
carried our nature far above the nature of angels. And what He is,
such shall we be, when we see Him face to face.
Again, if we look at the riches of this city, they are unsearchable riches.
" Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot" (I Pet. i. 18, 19). And
we know that our inheritance is an "mcorruptible inheritance, an
inheritance that is undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (I Pet. i. 4).
I cannot look upon our inheritance as referring to any particular
place; for if I could be placed in the mo.t glorious paradise that could
be conceived, yet if I were separated from the person of Christ, since
He has made Himself most precious to:my soul, I could not be happy.
And, dear brethren, if you know a little of the love of Christ, brought
down by the power of the Spirit into your hearts, dissolving your hearts
in gratitude, and melting your eyes to tears,-if you know what it is,
like the disciples travelling to Emmaus, for your hearts to burn within
you as He communes with you, what would the most glorious paradise
be to you without His presence 1 ,It is a Person, and not a place, that
you love.
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I have often taken, to represent this, the figure of a poor African slave
woman with her little babe, in a dungeon, in the most abject condition
that is possible to be conceived. Take the little babe from its mother,
dress it in the most princely attire, and surround it with all the gaieties
of a court; would the little babe be happy? No. It yearns after a
person. Place it once more in the arms of its mother, and the little
one has found its paradise.
So is it with the child of God, when once the Lord has laid hold upon
his heart, when he is brought into that condition to say, " Whom have
I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside
Thee." Let him once have tasted that the Lord is gracious, let him
once have been dissolved under the sense of the Lord's mercy towards
him, let him have heard the words which were spoken to the thief
npon the cross, or let him have heard the word that melted the heart
of Mary when Jesus spoke her name-was there any power in the
name? No. It was the love of Christ shed abroad in her heart that
filled her with delight, as He thus turned and spoke to her-I say, let
the child of God once have heard the voice of Jesus thus, and henceforth
it is a PERSON that hc yearns after, even the person of our most glorious
Christ. And He is the riches of this city, the Zion of God. Truly they
are measureless riches, as we read in Ephesians ill. 20: "Now unto
Him Who is able to do exceeding abundantl.y above all that we ask or
think." The word is doubled here. It is the same word in the Greek
as that from which our word hyperbole comes. It is hyperbole upon
hyperbole. So that, after all we can think or say about it, it falls
utterly short of the glorious fullness of it. As dear Mr. Hart sings" The little that is known,
Which, children-like, we boast,
Will fade like glow-worms in the sun,
Or drops in ocean lost."
Glorious things, indeed, are spoken concerning the city of God; but
how little of them are we yet able to grasp. Oh, dear brethren, we do
not feel these things as we should, but it is blessed to have the heart
yearning after growth in grace, and to be living above the beggarly
elements of these time-things, which are but for a moment, as Paul
says in 2 Cor. iv. 17: "This light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are
not seen:" for the things which are seen (let them be ever so precious
to us now,) are tiroe-vanities; but the things which are not seen are
eternal realities; and these are the things which are spoken concerning this glorious " city of God."
But we come now to look a little at the fellowship of the citizens.
" And truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus
Christ" (1 John i. 3). Christ says, "All that the Father hath is
Mine "; and the Holy Ghost tells us, " All are yours; and ye are
Christ's; and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 22, 23).
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When my mind is running over these things, I sometimes think if
we could but bring them before a natural man, and if he could be
delivered from the enmity that there is in the heart of every man by
nature, he would say there was nothing upon earth to be compared with
having an interest in the eternal, unchanging love of God, as manifested
in the gift of His dear Son. How did Solomon estimate time-thingsriches, learning, and all time-glory, of which no man ever possessed so
much as he did,-what does he say of it all when compared with the
eternal weight of glory that is to be revealed ~ "All is vanity and
vexation of spirit" (Eccles. i. 14).
Dear brethren, there is one great question to be settled by each one
of us individually: Am I a citizen of the world, or a citizen of Zion ~
There are but two states. You are either dead in sin, or alive, by the
mighty power of the Spirit of God, in Christ Jesus. If you feel the
burden of sin, and are continually crying, " God be merciful to me a
sinner," you are not dead in sin; for there must be life to feel the
burden. And all the members of this glorious city are partakers of the
same life, and Christ is their life. "Beloved, now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that,
when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as
He is" (1 John iii. 2). We shall be like our most glorious Christ;
like Him in His person; like Him in His beauty; like Him in His
acceptability to His Father_ It is thus we are members one of another;
partakers of the same life; partakers of the same blessedness; being
one with Him in eternal lde-union; clothed with one eternal robe of
spotless righteousness; one in eternal youth, for there will be no aged
ones in eternity; one in everlasting joy; one in unceasing peace; one
in eternal language ; one in eternal riches; one in everlasting wisdom;
one in infinite, eternal perfection, Jesus Christ Himself being the
centre of all! We might form a long list of these glorious things; but
we shall never be able to come to the end of them. But, dear brethren,
whilst we are in this wildernes~, and travelling homeward, we are one
in our feeling of poverty and need; one in our desires after Christ;
one in our hunger and thirst after righteousness. But what does our
blessed Lord say to all this ~ "Blessed are ye poor"; "Blessed are
ye that mourn"; "Blessed are ye that hunger and thirst after righteousness." The very fact of our being spiritually alive makes us feel
hunger and thirst, and all those things which Jesus pronounces blessed.
But one will say, "I find I have such a vain mind, that is ever
running after the things of this world; and I feel that my soul is in such
a diseased state."
You will find Christ the Great Physician. Tell Him about the vanity
of your mind, and all your spiritual diseases; He will never deny you
His aid.
" But," says another, " I have known a little of His love, and have
wandered from Him; I am afraid He will never receive me back."
Has He not said, " Turn, ye backsliding children; for I am married
unto you" (Jer. iii. 14) ~ Fear not, poor child; He will not fail you;
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for He is your great High Priest, that can be " touched with the feeling
of your infirmities."
Again, another complains of the hardness of his heart. But one
drop of His love, and all is well! Has He not come, with His mighty
love, and visited your troubled breast 1 Then fear not, He will come
again; for He has said, "I will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice" (John xvi. 22). And He is " Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
to-day, and for ever."
Another complains of his weakness, that he cannot hold fast. But
we have the remedy. "Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and
the young men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint"
(Isa. xl. 30, 31). Therefore, dear brethren, it is your privilege in the
midst of your weakness to sing, " In the Lord Jehovah have I righteousness and strength" (Isa. xlv. 24). Another complains of his
ignorance; but Christ is made of God unto us wisdom, therefore it is
upon Him alone we must hang. The Lord help you, then, to come, in
every circumstance, in all simplicity, and pour out your heart before
Him. He will never fail you, He will never forsake the work of His
own hands.
But my time tells me that I must stop, as we are about to go to the
Lord's Table. And how can we go there better than in the contemplation of the glorious fullness of Christ 1 We go to co=emorate His
dying love. He says, " Do this in remembrance of Me "; in remembrance that I have put away your sins by the sacrifice of Myself; in
remembrance that your warfare is accomplished, that your iniquity
is pardoned, and that ye have received at the Lord's hand double for
all your sins (Isa. xl. 2).
Why do we use bread and wine 1 Because they represent the precious
double. The bread represents the body of Christ. It is the perfection
of His obedience that will present us faultless before His presence. It
is to contemplate, while we take the bread, that it represents the
obedient flesh of Christ; that flesh that never sirmed, and which was
ever at peace with God. And in taking the wine, that it represents
His all-cleansing blood, which was shed for us. It is thus looking at
the glorious double that we may venture into His presence, doing
this in remembrance of Him.
The Lord help you to realize these things in your hearts to-day, that
you may be enabled to
" Count the purple drops, and say,
Thus were my sins all washed away."

LET us live the Resurrection Life; let us treasure the Resurrection
Faith; and our souls shall be swift to answer: "Amen! Come, Lord

Jesus."-Dr. James Pawn.
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THE SPRINGS OF l,'ISGAH.
DEUTERONOMY

iv. 49.

of the marks of the redeemed of the Lord, whom He hathredeemed
from the hand of the enemy, is thirst. "Hungry and thirsty, their soul
fainted in them." David speaks of his thirst for an experience and
manifestation of God's Covenant love and favour towards him in these
words-" My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee in a dry
and thirsty land, where no water is." His desire was a view, either by
faith or by sense, of Jehovah's power and glory, to satisfy the deep
spiritual cravings of his soul, as with marrow and fatness. Again he
says, "My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I
come and appear before God 1" The desert was a dry place to David,
being far removed from the streams of the sanctuary. But his heart,
under the scorchings of sin-the sin of his nature as he was fallen in
Adam, sin felt, and feared-was to him indeed a dry and thirsty land,
from which nothing could bring him relief but the streams of that
river that makes glad the city of God. To turn the wilderness heart
into a standing water, and the dry ground into water springs, needs
a blessed manifestation of Divine power put forth in the hearts; and
this blessing of the everlasting Covenant is made sure to all who are
Abraham's spiritual seed, by the Yea and Amen promise thereof, viz. :
" I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry
ground." So the trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, are
watered and refreshed. They are "as the trees of lign aloes which
the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters."
When Christ, the eternal Son of God, was given to be a Witness to
the people;-" The people of His choice (whom) He will not cast away"
-to be a manifested, abiding, and eternal Witness of the everlasting
love of God to these; then it was predicted of Him that He should be
to them as " Rivers of water in a dry place." And so they prove when
sovereign love brings them experimentally to the springs of Pisgah.
His everlasting kindness and favour to His people is as a cloud of the
latter rain.
In maintaining and upholding the great fabric of this our planet
called Earth, God, in His works of creation and providence,
shadows forth His greater and more enduring work of grace towards
the elect in Christ Jesus; and so "He watereth the hills from His
chambers: the earth is satisfied with the fruit of Thy works." "He
sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills; .. those
mountains that bring peace to the people; those counsels of old which
are faithfulness and truth, those firm decrees, to which songs from
the uttermost parts of the earth bear witness.
ONE

\

" Rejoice ye saints in every state,
Divine decrees remain unmoved;
No turns of providence abate
God's care of those He once has loved."
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It is, as Mr. Toplady say5" Sweet in the confidence of faith,
To trust His firm decrees;
Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know no will but His."
Sometimes it is the spiritual lot of God's dear saints to have
both cutting times and spiritual decays, and then they are brought,
as Job describes, to prove the efficacy of the springs of Pisgah-" Turn
from him, that he may rest, till he shall accomplish, as an hireling,
his day. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout
again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. Though the
root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the
ground; yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth
boughs like a plant."
Jeremiah had such an experience when he said: "My strength and
my hope is perished from the Lord"; and J onah: "I went down to
the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me
for ever: yet hast Thou brought up my life from corruption, 0 Lord
my God."
Did Moses in his last blessing of God's Israel testify that his doctrine
should drop as the rain, his speech distil as the dew, as the" small rain
upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass"? So David
will add his testimony: "Thou, 0 God, didst send a plentiful rain,
whereby Thou didst confirm Thine inheritance, when it was weary."
Now what, dear child of God, can be so confirming to faith as a
watering time? The bud of good hope through grace, and the boughs
of love then flourish like grass of the earth :" They flourish like the watered herb,
That keep this Blood in view."
" And," saith Isaiah, "they shall spring up as among the grass, as
willows by the watercourses."
The beautiful river Tay, in Perthshire, is fed by many springs
running through many valleys, and from mountain-sides wide apart
as Ben-y-Gloe, Mount Blair, and the Sidlaw Hills. In the days of my
vanity-for "childhood and youth are vanity "-1 much enjoyed
these rivers, streams, and springs, and to know what it is to" Daily by fresh rivers walk at will."
I surmise that Scotland is more like the country of Moab
and Palestine than is England. But whether or not, the river
Arnon, in Moab, is spoken of as the brooks of Arnon, and appears
to be some considerable distance from Pisgah. It is instructive to
know that Arnon means rejoicing, or leaping for joy. So when the
living waters spoken of by Ezekiel the prophet began to issue forth
of Jerusalem, in the preaching of the Word, there was great
joy in it and in many other places. Some leaped, walked, and praised
God; and some went on their way rejoicing. There is melody of its
kind in murmuring brooks and rushing streams. So there is a melody,
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by the Holy Spirit's grace, made in their hearts who, as Paul enjoins,
sing to themselves in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to the Lord.
As Luther, when he tuned his lyre to.. God is our Refuge and our Strength,
In straits a present aid;
Therefore, although the earth's removed,
We will not be afraid."
As John Newton, when he sang.. See the streams of living waters,
Sprmging from eternal love,
Well supply Thy sons and daughters,
And all fear of want remove."
And as Mr. Erskine, when he sang.. I long to share the happiness
Of that triumphant throng,
Who swim in seas of boundless bliss
Eternity along."
We recollect, forty years ago, when among the springs of Upper Tay,
seeing an old man who was herding cows, seated on a grassy bank reading very intently William Romaine. We found he had seen many trials
and afflictions. Another, who once lived in those straths, dear old
Elizabeth Macdonald, for whose delectation I used to read Erskine's
.. Gospel Sonnets," has told me she had heard many a beautiful
prayer in Gaelic ofiered up -to God in those psrts. Is it not pleasant to
think that amidst the upper and nether springs of the Grampian
Mountains there were found sinners, redeemed to God by the precious
hlood of His own dear Son, who could say with the Psalmist, .. All
my springs are in Thee;" l who found by the quickening grace of the
Holy Spirit springs of life, faith, of love, joy, and comfort. What
dear child of God knows not his absolute need of these springs to
enable him-wherever his lot is cast-by faith to-.. Climb where Moses stood,
And view the landscape o'er;"
And also to feel that-.. Not Jordan's streams nor death's cold flood
Should fright us from the shore."
And again, to say with Watts :.. Blest be the Father and His love,
To Whose celestial source we owe
Rivers of endless joy above,
And rills of comfort here below."
And to finish with dear Samuel Medley.. When we arrive at Zion's hill,
And all Thy glory see,
Our joyful songs shall echo still,
G. A.
Our springs are all in Thee."
BirkenheaiJ.
15
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FACE TO FACE.

A DEAR aged friend'"whom I visited lately was speaking in glowing
rapture of the wonderful love of Jesus. She descanted upon the
fullness, and richness, and largeness of its manifestations, exclaiming
with great fervour, "Oh, is it not overwhelming 1 Does it not feel
almost too good to be true 1 And yet it is most blessedly true. What
will it be when we see Him face to face, with no veil between! Do
write upon that-Face to Face-for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE." So
by the never-failing help and direction of God the Holy Spirit, I am
writing upon these words-Face to Face. I pray all may be to His
glory and for the comfort of dear readers.
" Face to Face." The expression occurs several times in the Word of
God. The first mention is in Gen. xxxii. 30, when Jacob said, " I have
seen God face to face, and my life is preserved," thus attributing his
safe keeping and his life to the sight of God, to the life-giving" face to
face." So it is with us. We can only see God face to face in the
righteousness of His dear Son, and in Him is life everlasting, preservation
from all evil. We too shall by grace say, "I have seen God face to
face, and my life is preserved."
We again find the words in Exod. xxxiii. 11: "And the Lord spake
unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend." Face to
face indicates confidence and rectitude. We speak of certain people
being unable to look anyone in the face; generally understood to
mean that they are either conscience-stricken or not straightforward.
It is not always so; sometimes it arises from excessive timidity.
The holy joy of the Lord speaking face to face with Moses, as a man
speaketh with his friend, shows that He knew Moses to be a bloodsprinkled man of living faith. And Moses knew that his sins were
" put away by the sacrifice of Christ." The Lord in His infinite mercy
did not behold iniquity or see perverseness in His faithful servant,
and so spake unto him face to face, as to His friend. Why 1 Because
He saw him in Christ, and in Him He is well pleased. Face to face
converse also implies intimacy and frequent communion, and is very
suggestive also of the Lord's great tenderness and encouragement;
for Moses was naturally a timid, self-effacing man. See his aversion
from speaking at the beginning of his leadership, and his low opinion
of his own powers; also the Holy Ghost's description of him: "Now
the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the
face of the earth " (Num. xii. 3). See the effect of Moses passing forty
days and forty nights with the Lord. The skin of his face shone
while he talked with Him; shone with holy joy, and shone with the
reflection of his Lord's face beaming upon him. What exquisite bliss
must those forty days and forty nights face to face with God have been!
What sacred converse! What sweet coinmunion! He knew not
that his face shone; he was unconscious of the brightness which had
passed to him from contact with his Lord.
Ah 1 dear reader, do you and I know the Lord by frequent com-
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munion, by constant prayer, by abiding in Christ 1 And have we the
sweet Spirit·instilled conviction that in Him we are acceptable to the
Father 1 Do we know by the Spirit's witness within that we are
washed in the most precious blood of Jesus, and ,that we shall stand
before the Son of Man, and rejoice in it 1 "I have called you
friends," said Jesus to His-disciples, and thus He says now to His own
dear people. He will speak face to face in the glory above; speak as
a man speaketh unto his friend. Friends speak with each other of
the joys and sorrows which befall them, of the plans they form,
and of the hopes they cherish. Do we thus talk to Him in holy
confidence 1
We read that the Lord talked with Israel face to face in the mo unt
when He gave the law. We also read of Moses that after his death
"There arose not a prophet like unto Moses whom the Lord knew
face to face." May there not be some significance in these passages 1
Hoses was the representative of the law. And by the speaking to Israel
face to face when he gave the law, and by the knowing Moses
face to face, the majesty and the guiltlessness of the law are symbolized.
For if a man keep the law he is blameless. Alas! we have all forfeited
that innocence. We are guilty. We have broken the law, and we
cannot behold His face. We are by nature far from God. But how
blessedly we are " made nigh by the blood of Christ," Who magnified
the law and made it honourable. He suffered for the guilty, and so,
as a sweet writer expresses it, " His past and His future are thine."
Thus "We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory,
'even as by the Spirit of the Lord." Just think! Beholding, and
whilst beholding, changing. Changing into the same image. As St.
John says, "We shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."
The sight is so reviving, so inspiring, so magnetic, that we are drawn
as it were from glory to glory to be like Him.
Now we come to a passage which has comforted many in sorrow
and perplexity, through all the ages to the present day. "Now we see
through a glass darkly [or, as it is rendered in the margin," in a riddle "],
but then face to face." Events are very strange often; the Lord's
dealings very unaccountable. We say with trembling lips, "God
moves in a mysterious way." Yes, dear reader, it is because of
" wonders to perform." He is but" treasuring up His /;Tight designs,"
and " behind a frowning providence He hides a smiling face. " Now
it is dark-a riddle; then, face to face; seeing Him clearly, and therefore understanding all His dealings, for He will then speak to us " as
a man speaketh unto his friend." Oh! what confidences! What
communion! What clearing up of all past mysteries! Trust Him,
child of God, wholly; we shall find Him wholly true. Just now
men's hearts are "failing them for fear, and for looking after those
things which are coming on the earth." "The powers of heaven
shall be shaken;" and then, "Then shall they see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. And when these
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things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads-;
far your redemption draweth nigh."
"Coming judgments round us darken,
Human hearts may fail or fear;
But to Thee alone we hearken,
• Your redemption draweth near.'
Make each waiting child obedieIlt,
Stay our anxious hearts on this,
H Thy going were expedient,
Surely Thy return is bliss."
" We all with open face, beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord."
What is this glory ~ .. The light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ." Ah! here is all the glory, and not only so,
but all the confidence, all the love, all the safety, all the righteousneB8,
and sin put away, that gives the title to stand in His presence and behold
with open, unveiled, uncovered face the glory of the Lord-all in Him,
and of Him, and through Him.
"Thy mercy towards our misery is flowing,
No charm for Thee, Lord, like the sinner's need."
Our emptiness and His fullness; our need and His riches; our Spiritquickened longing and His love, all sweetly linked together eternally.
Our open face, beholding as in a glass the glory in His face. Dear
reader, may you and I bask in the sunshine of this precious knowledge.
this light illuminating a dark place; this redemption story which we
all .. with open face" may read; this Passover sacrificed for us.
Therefore we may keep the feast-the beholding of the love and sorrow
and triumph of our dear Saviour all for us, while we weep for the sins
that grieved and slew Him, yet rejoice for the love that made us " the
righteousness of God " in Him. Well might my dear old friend, in
the seclusion of her chamber, muse on this wonderful love, and feel
overwhelmed, yet full of joy. Well may we slso. Even now, " seeing
through a glass darkly," the sight is ravishingly fair and delightful
and all-absorbing; but what will it be when face to face in the beloved
City, the City of God, the new Jerusalem, the everlasting Home ~
.. In the Beloved City
The banquet never ends,
It is the Prince's nuptial feast,
His gladness with His friends."
Even there we read of " a Lamb as it had been slain"; the Lamb Who
is .. all the glory of Immanuel's land." For He is a perpetual attestation to the facts that" it is finished," and that sin is .. put away by
the sacrifice of Himself." There, too, His ransomed ones ever sing,
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain."
Thus we see in the words "Face to Face,"life as with Jacob,friendship
as with Moses, righteousness by the law's representative, attracting,
changing influence, the embodiment of glory and salvation in the face
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of Jesus Christ, and now we pass to the final thought, .. They shall see
His face" (Rev. xxii. 4). It will be a long, sweet, loving, satisfied
gaze, and as He beholds and sees the travail of His soul, He too shall
be satisfied. He will see His name on each forehead, thereby sealing
each- His own property. The Bride, the Lamb's wife, will then be
manifested as His own, sheltered by His throne, bearing :His name,
sharing His glory. Many of God's dear children are being called away,
some very suddenly. They pass from the strife, from the struggle,
from the warfare of faithful service here, up the hills of difficulty and
along the narrow way in the valleys, to this Golden City, to everlasting
light and love and joy.
.. The pilgrims stand in the glorious land
And gaze on the Master's face."
We love to dwell on their present bliss, and upon their having been
., taken from the evil to come." Truly we are in dark days, in perilous
times, when even men of the world have anxious hearte and gloomy
fore~>odings. But the redeemed of the Lord know that He is comingcommg very soon.
"Unto you is given
To watch for the coming of His feet,
Who is the glory of our blessed heaven;
The work and watching will be very sweet,
Even in an earthly home :
And in such an hour as you think not,
He will come."
" They shall see His face." There is music in every word. They-the purchase of His love and blood; Shall-it "is assured, certain;
See-their eyes shall rest and feast upon this glorious, longed-for sight;
His-not a stranger's, but His own; not an angel's or archangel's
or any inferior being's, but His Face-the dear face that looked with
pity upon all suffering and distress when here below; the face of which
the lips spoke the sweetest and most tender words ever heard; the
face which was bowed on the shameful crOBB for me ; the face which
bent lovingly earthwards as He ascended into the heavens whilst
blessing.
" And I shall see His face. what time my feet
Stand safe upon the Holy City street."
.. They shall see His face." This is the longing of many hearte
here. It has been the longing of many hearts now in t!):e glory, now
face to face with Him. All that the child of God longs for and possesseil
is in Christ; nay, Christ Himself, Who is all and in all. "Face to
face" implies His glorious presence, His perfect salvation, His ,intimate
tender love. "I will guide thee with Mine eye," He assures us. Only
nry familiar knowledge and closest affection can read and discern
the eye's guidance. We need to be very, very near to Him; very
watchful, looking at His face to see the eyes' directing. We need to be
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very intimate and in loving communion-face to' face. It is not an
averted look. or a half glance; it is a constant looking unto Jesus.
It is a mutually loviug gaze, in which each reads the heart. " His mouth
is most sweet; He is altogether lovely," is the Church's description
of her blessed Lord;' and His account of her is, "Sweet is thy voice,
and thy countenance is comely." The description of the Bride's
clothing in Revelation is: "To her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white." The description of the dress
of the Bridegroom is: "He'was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood,"
ever attesting His Bride's innocence and ransom by His own sacrifice,
His purchase. What will it be to meet "His gladdening smile" 1
To see Him face to face in "the gathering place of love, the souldesired City," in the" seat of celestial calm. the love-illumined City,"
as Mrs. Cousin so beautifully expresses it. To see Him in the Home
He is preparing in "the Father's House."
" In the Beloved City
Is many a golden street,
Where. travel past, the tried and true
Of all the ages meet.
" From the beloved City
No wandering step departs;
It is the heavenly Father's House,
The Home of yearning hearts.
" There are the solitary set
In flock-like families;
There all are met, no fond regret
Bedews love's radiant eyes.
" Hail to the Holy City!
The home-sick child's dear goal,
The exile's native City,
The Haven of the sou!."
NETTlE. -

THE LEADER OF HIS PEOPLE.
"I, BEING in the way. the Lord led me." Blessed, precious Gospel
truth of everlasting predestination, effectual calling, final perseverance.
And when God's people are brought home to the house of their Master's
brethren,' they will have time enough (they will not have to go back
like Eliezer) to learn as they never could here, what the two words
" in Christ" have meant.
He is " the Way," and from the countless ages of the Father's love.
there they have been secure. Because of this, because it pleased God
to make them His people, therefore He has led them from death to
life, from grace to glory. "Because" (it is His own faultless reckoning,
it is Divine reasoning)-" Because ye are sons. God hath sent forth
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the Spirit of His Son into your hearts." "As many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." How helpless they are in
the matter! How utterly passive in His hand! What could Eliezer
do but "bold ,his peace wondering," while God made his journey
prosperous, and set Rebekah before him?
"Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast
redeemed; Thou hast guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy
habitation," is a song of praise to a Three-One' God of salvation, and
the " same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." He has led, He leads,
He will lead for His own name and glory's sake, in a right way, till He
leads them unto living fountains of water, and wipes all tears from their
eyes.
He led them like a flock. He guided them by the skilfulness of His
hands. He led them through the deep and through the wilderness
to the Promised Land. He leads now in the way of righteousness,
in the midst of the paths of judgment, that He may cause those that
love Him to inherit substance. He leads beside the still waters.
" He leadeth me." And He will lead still" in paths that t4ey have
not known."
He Himself, having made, will bear and carry,
even to hoar hairs. And their hearts, instructed by Him Who alone
leads, and feadul of temptation, follow with Spirit-wrought supplications that He would send out His light and His truth, that He would
lead in a plain path, that He would lead for His name's sake-" Lead
me to the Rock that is higher than 1."
They are led to the Rock-" the smitten Rock "-Jesus Christ.
He was led in a solitary way. "He was led of the Spirit" (to His people
"the Comforter") into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil.
He was led to the brow of the hill, to be cast down headlong. By
the whole multitude He was led to the council, to the judgment hall,
to Caiaphas, to Pilate, to Herod. "He was led as a lamb to the
slaughter." But it was not possible that He should be holden of
death. He burst its bonds, led His disciples out as far as to Bethany,
and ascended up on high, leaving a blessing behind Him.
"Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us o'er this life's tempestuous
sea," is the prayer of those who know something of the wickedness of
their heart, something of the roughness of the way, something of the
preciousness ~f His namp. And answering faith, even in the days of
sorrow, can smg :" He'll lead them on fair Zion's road,
Though weary, weak, and faint;
For oh! they ne'er shall lose their God,
Or God e'er lose a saint.
" How sure His great salvation shines,
How full.the vast reward,
How firm His promise e'er remains,
How faithful is the Lord! "
FOLLOWER-ON.
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FAITH.

" Faith is the substance of. things hoped for, the evidence of things not

seen."-HEBREws xi.!.
FAITH is a realizing of things hoped for, a certain persuasion of things
done (Gr. pragmaton), not being seen. Faith is not only a gnarantee
of receiving, but the very thing in hand, though not at the time
apprehended. Faith is the gift of God, and is given in all cases for a
specific purpose which must be fulfilled in His time; "for the gifts and
calling of God are without repentance," or change of mind on His
part; that is, they are irrevocable (Rom. xi. 29).
God does not scatter His gifts indiscriminately, to be gathered and
used under precarious conditions. If we bear these thoughta in mind,
t4ey will help us to have a clearer understanding of our Lord's words
in various passages of Scripture in reference to faith-that living
principle by which His redeemed children live, and are knit together
as one body in Him.
From among many of those passages we may take the following
sayings of our Lord for consideration. In answer to Peter's remark,
"Master, behold the fig tree . . . is withered away," Jesus said:
"Have faith of God [Gr. echete pistin theou]. For verily I say unto you,
That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and
be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall
believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall
have whataoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things
soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe [or, have faith of God] that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them" (Mark xi. 22-24). Or, in Matthew xvii. 20, " . . . and nothing shall be impossible unto you." The
incident which led to those latter words being spoken by Jesus, was the
healing of the lunatic. When the disciples asked Him, " Why could
not we cast him out 1" Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief." The Greek word translated unbelief is apistian. In the R.V.
it. is rendered "little faith"; so also by Alford and others. But
having regard to our Lord's teaching on faith in all aspecta, it w0211d
appear that the important point of His remark in this place would be
lost by accepting either of these renderings; and that apistian should
be interpreted to mean, want of faith. The readers of this article must
therefore judge for themselves, after reading the whole argument.
In verse 21 Jesus refers to the faith necessary to such healing as
" this kind" (Gr. to genos), signifying a different species. "This kind"
of faith would be termed particular faith, as pertaining only to the
object for which it was given. And as such would be sufficient for
ita purpose, if it were as minute as a grain of mustard seed. All faith
is the same in principle, because it comes from God; but it varies in
kind and measure according to the purpose for which it is given. All
Jehovah's purposes, to be effected by human means, carry with
them the faculty of performing-that faculty being prevailing faith,
begotten in those to whom it is given.
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The words used by Jesus in Mark xvii. 22: ." Have faith of God;"
appear to intimate that faith which is essential to particular results
must be specially given by God.
" Faith of God" would mean, therefore, that such works as the one
referred to could only be done according to the kind and extent or
measure"of the faith given of God.
Faith -in God, or in the Lord (see Eph. i. 15), in what God in Christ
the Lord is to His people, however great, can only be termed com_
faith, in the sense of belonging equally to several, which is the meaning
ofthe Gr. koinos-translated common in Titus i. 4, and Acts i. 44. But
our Lord's words, "[Have faith of God" (ver. 22, marg.), must be taken
to refer, not to that which belongs equally to several, but to the faith
He gives in reference to special or particular objects, which, if gioon
of God, would prevail, even to the removal of a mountain.
With the thought that what Jehovah has purposed in Himself will
surely come to pass, we should bear in mind the words of the Preacher:
" There is a time to every purpose under heaven" (Eccles. iii. 1).
In support of the thesis, particular faith for particular purposes,
we may quote, inter alia, the following examples: To the woman who
was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, Jesus said, " Daughter
. . . thy faith hath made thee whole" (Matt. ix. 22, et all. To blind
Bartimreus, Jesus said, " Thy faith hath made thee whole" (Mark x.
52). To the Samaritan leper who, having been healed with nine others,
alone turned back and glorified God, Jesus said, " Arise, go thy way:
thy faith hath made thee whole" (Luke xvii. 19). To the woman of
Canaan, who sought Jesus in behalf of her daughter, He said, "0
woman, great [i.e., of its kind] is thy faith: be it unto thee even as
thou wilt" (Matt. xv. 28). To the centurion who sought Him in
behalf of his Lservant, Jesus said, "Go thy way, and as thou hast
believed, so be it done unto thee," etc. (Matt. viii. 13). To the man
who brought to Jesus his Bon who had a dumb spirit, He said, " If
thou canat believe, all things are possible to him that believeth" (Mark
ix. 23). And to these examples may be added the case of the cripple
at Lystra, who had never walked. Paul," perceiving that he had faith
to be healed, said, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and
walked" (Acts xiv. 9, 10).
In all these instances we see that the only condition of receiving,
was specific faith, or " faith of God."
What shall we say then 1 Is specific or particular faith given to
any person or persons in the present day 1 We do not now see the
same results of faith as in those whose cases have been quoted; but
particular faith is undoubtedly given in the present day for the carrying
out and fulfilment of Jehoooh's purposes, whether those purposes concern
individuals or peoples.
In such cases faith would be in kind and measure, to those who
received it, the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen; although at the time not apprehended by them. Many
examples might be given of such faith; but one must suffice. All
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readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE will have heard of that devout man
of God, George Miiller, of Bristol, who by faith provided food and
clothing" for the little ones in his Orphanage. His faith was particular
faith, pertaining to that particular object; and being particular faith,
given' for such an object, would not have operated to the removal of
a mountain, nor to give sight to the blind.
To argue that all faith is the same in kind, and differs only in measure,
would imply there was no difference between common ·and particular
faith, or " faith of God." God's gift of special faith is referred to ill
1 Cor. xii. 9 in these words: "To another [is given] faith by the same
Spirit." This could refer only to particular faith, because the Corinthian
converts to whom Paul wrote would have, doubtless, the common
faith of God's elect; that is, faith in God, or the living reception by
' "
the heart of the truth as it is in Christ.
We may now pass pn to consider more closely the subject of common
faith, begotten in all who are born again of God the Holy Spirit.
Common faith comes with the first faint glimmer of light-the light
of life--and is seen in conviction of sin, leading to contrition; and in
contrition 1eading to a gracious cry for help and deliverance-" Oh,
wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death ~ " (Rom. vii. 24.) Then it is seen in a brighter ray of light"
bringing comfort in the happy assurance, " I thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord" (v. 25). And then in a still clearer light-the light
of dawn-" There is therefore now no condemnation to them that
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit"
(Rom. viii. 1).
We see then that common faith is progressive, according to the measure
of the grace of God. And in proportion as His children realize the
wickedness that is in them, and their need of Him Who of God is made
unto His people Wisdom and Righteousness and Sanctification and
Redemption (1 Cor. i. 30), they will go from strength to strength, out
of faith unto faith, and thus "the just shall live by faith," as it is
written (Hab. i. 4; Rom. i. 17). There must not, however, be any
confusion in the mind of a believer, as to the distinction between
faith in God, and" faith of God."
It is an axiom accepted by Christians generally that the Bible is
God's revelation to mankind. This is to them incontrovertible;
but it is also so, that God's revelation to mankind must be understood
and intelligently assigned to the characters indicated in that revelation.
With the object, therefore, of obtaining a clearer insight into th~
mind of Christ, we may profitably inquire as to the occasions or particular circumstances in which His promises were made.
This is important in view of the very general practice of many sincere
,but mistaken Christians, of regarding every promise as being comm~n
to all. We may take, e.g., our Lord's words in Matt. xviii. 19, 20 :
" Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father
Which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in

The Gospel. M a.gazine

235

'Hy name, there am I in the midst of them," This promise is very
generally misappropriated; regardless of the fact that it was made
to the disciples by their Lord and Master, Who at the same time gave
to them the assurance that when gathered or brought together for
united prayer, He would be in their midst. From an examination of
the Greek text, it would appear that our Lord's words have a deeper
meaning than is grasped by a casual reader. May we render the passage
thus !-If two of you shall agree on earth-be in unison or accord,
concerning every thing done (Gr" pantos pragmatos)-i.e" purposed
by God, but not revealed-that they shall ask; it shall come into
existence, or be brought to light-brought to pass-it shall be done for
them of My Father Which is in heaven.
It can never be said that prayer will alter Jehovah's purposes;
but God's enlightened children know that many' of the things He has
purposed in Himself from everlasting, do come into existence-are
brought into actual occurrence--by prayer, constrained by " the faith
of God," given. for that purpose by the Holy Spirit. "Then the
heathen . . . shall know that I the Lord build the ruined places
. . . I the Lord . . . will do it. Thus saith the Lord God; I will
yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them"
(Ezek. xxxvi. 36, 37),
.
The thoughtless and uninformed, who object to prayer on the ground
that prayer cannot alter the purposes of God, should consider well
the words already quoted-" The just" (accounted just, through
faith), " shall live by [or through] faith," In the case of all who are
made new creatures in Christ Jesus, faith must find expression in prayer.
If there be no prayer there will be no spiritual faith; and no faith
would indicate no life, because the Lord, the Giver of life, has ordained
that faith shall be His power to sustain and maintain eternal life in
His children" Prayer is the Christian's vital breath,
The Christian's
native air."
•
Thisis somewhat of a digression; but, in referring to prayer, it is well
to clear away any thought that might become a stumbling-block to
weak brethren, and indeed this is our one object throughout in emphasizing the fact that our Lord's promise to His disciples was not intended
to apply to a congregation coming together in different minds; nor
to any two or three in the present day, unless they have the " faith of
God," with especial reference to their asking. They might then, and
only then, regard such faith as" the substance of things hoped fOf,"
etc. Again, our Lord's words in Matt. vii, 7, 8: "Ask, and it shall
be given you. . . . For every one that asketh receiveth," etc., were,
obviously, never intended to be appropriated by Christian believers
indiscriminately. The promise was addressed to the disciples. In
Luke xi. 9 we meet with the same words, in connection with importunity
in prayer, which were especially addressed to the disciples to whom was
also given special faith for the fulfilment of Jehovah's purposes.
But perhaps no Scripture has been more mischievously misapplied
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by so-called" Christian Scientists," and others, than the words of the
Apostle James (ch. v. 14): "Is any sick among you 1 let him call for
the elders of the church; .and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith shall save
the sick." This passage appears to be an application by J ames of
our Lord's words in Matt. xviii. 19, 20, which refer exclusively to the
Apostles. But those times are not now, neither are Christians in the
same position as the disciples were. When Jesus sent them forth,
two and two, He gave them power over unclean spirits; "and they cast
out many devils; and anointed with oil many'that were sick, and healed
them" (Mark vi. 13). But by no process of reasoning can anyone, in
the present day, claim to do what the disciples did by the authority
and power of their Divine Lord and Master. Probably enough has
now been written to show that to any believer in Christ, who sees no
distinction between faith that is common to all God's children, and
particular faith which is given in respect of some particular asking,
there must be moments of'disappointment and depression, inclining
at times to an unhealthy state of soul. If no other Scripture were given
to show that some of our prayers, being emotional only, are not necessarily in accordance with the-will of our Covenant God, we have it
clearly revealed in Romans viii. 28: "Likewise the Spirit helpeth our
infirmities, for we know not what to pray for as we ought; but the Spirit
Himself (R.V.) maketh intercession for us with groanings that cannot be
uttered. . Arid He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind
of the Spirit, that (margin) He maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God." But let us in all cases make our requests
known to our Father in heaven, submitting them humbly to His will,.
and resting in the assurance that whether He gives or withholds, He
will make all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them that are the called according to His purpose. This assurance
is common to all whom the Apostle describes as "them that love God,"
and "are the called according to His purpose." And surely it is
e.nough! At no time can we make sure of an answer according to our
asking, unless particular faith has been given of God in reference to it.
Some might ask, How may I know when I have particular faith t
This is not a question that one man may answer for another. The
Holy Spirit alone can give that assurance.
In conclusion, let me add that the chief object in the writing of this
article is to prove, through grace, to those who, having wrongly conceived our Lord's promises, are suffering from doubt and distress of
mind, imagining they have believed in vain, that the Divine promises
were made by Him Who is " the Faithful and True Witness" (Rev. iii.
H). "And in Him-they are Yea, and in Him Amen (two particles
implying absolute certainty), to the glory of God by us" (2 Cor. i. 20),
which shall be demonstrated beyond the shadow of a doubt in that
day when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed.
If, therefore, any believers are cast down because of not receiving
from God according to their asking, .let them be assured that He ia
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not unmindful of His promises, but will certainly perform them according to their meaning, and His intention; and they should therefore
regard any trouble or difficulty which may remain with them, as among
the .. all things" which shall .. work together for good to them that
love God, to them that are the called according to [His) purpose."
.. Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul ~ And why art thou disquieted within me ~ Hope in God: for I shall yet praise Him, the
E. H.
health of my countenance and my God" (Ps. xliii. 5).
REMINISCENCES.
-THE reprint in the GoSPEL MAGAZINE for March of a published sermon
by the late Rev. F. Whylock Davis, with whom I was for some time
associated, as curate, at St. Peter's, OIdham Road, Manchester, brought
to my mind some particulars of a remarkable conversion, the circumstances of which Mr. Davis related to me. He said that he once
undertook some temporary ministerial duty in a country place, where
he found a great deadness among the people as to spiritual things.
I will tell the story, as nearly as I can, in his own words. One
Sunday morning there came a request for the prayers of the congregation for one who was sick. .., I thought to myself,' said Mr. Davis,
, this may be an old saint' ; and on the Monday morning I went to call
on him. I found that he was a shoemaker, and when I called he was
at work at his trade-mending a boot. I said, 'I understand, my
friend, that you are ill ~ , The man replied with an oath. Oh !
thought I, is this myoId saint? However, I sat down and talked with
him, and found that he was an old sailor, and had visited many parts
of the world. I then said to him, 'You have been to France.' 'Yes,'
he said. ' So if you heard a man speaking French, to what country
would he belong?' 'France,' he said. 'And if a man spoKe
Chinese,' I asked, 'to what country would he belong? ' , China, of
course,' he replied. I then said, solemnly, 'And if you heard a man
speaking the language of hell, to what country do you suppose he
would belong?' The man dropped the boot, and burst into tears!"
Hr. Davis told me that the result was true conversion to God. Doubtless
this was that" Godly sorrow" which" worketh repentance to salvation
not to be repented of."
My first curacy was that of St. Peter's, Oldham Road, Manchester,
upon which I entered in 1870, and it may be helpful to other servanta
of the Lord if I point out how clearly He directed my steps at this time.
Not knowing anyone who could help me in the matter of a curaey, I
advertised in a Church newspaper, at a time when I was staying
with an aunt in London, and the same day that the advertisement
appeared I received a note from the beloved Dr. Alfred Hewlett, then
Vicar of Astley, near Manchester, who was at that time unknown to
me. He was also in London, and he asked me to call upon him on the
following day, which I did. He gave me the names of two men of God,
oach of whom needed a fellow-helper. One was the Rev. J. N. Worsfold,
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whose name is familiar to readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. As I
rather wished to begin my ministry in London, I wrote to, and, later on,
had an interview with, Mr. Worsfold, at that time Vicar of Somers
Town, N.W. He received me most kindly, but said that he was unable
to offer me the curacy. as it was already offered to another. I then
wrote to Mr. Davis. the second name given me by Dr. Hewlett, and,
remarkable to relate, Mr. Davis also wrote to me on the same day,
having seen my advertisement. Consequently. my way was clearly
pointed out, and although shortly afterwards Mr. Worsfold wrote
that he was able after all to offer me his curacy, the matter had been
taken out of my hands. How wonderful are God's ways in Providence!
Apart from any work which the Lord had for me to do in Manchester,
my going there had a Providential influence and bearing upon other
lives besides my own; an influence and a bearing the limits of which it
is impossible to define.
But I must now still further unfold the leadings of God's Providence
in sending me to Manchester. I had been brought to the knowledge
of the truth of salvation by sovereign grace through the writings of the
late Rev. William Parks. of Openshaw, of whom I had no personal
knowledge. About a year after I had left Manchester. subsequent to
the resignation of the Rev. F. W. Davis through continued ill-health,
my way was directed to a part of the self-same Parish of Openshaw,
of which Mr. Parks had been for many years rector. A door was
eventually opened for me there. in spite of much opposition on the part
of ecclesiastical authorities. And it was there, I have reason to believe.
more than in any other sphere of my ministry, that the Lord blessed
the preaching of His Word to the calling of some of His dear children.
of whom" some are fallen asleep."
Referring again to the parish of St. Peter's, Oldham Road, Manchester.
I must mention one incident which shows the lovingkindness of the Lord,
and His watchful eye and guiding hand. My dear rector and friend, Mr.
Davis, had taken me with him to pay several pastoral visits, in order
doubtless to give me a little instruction in this part of my work. But
on the following day I had to begin my work of visiting alone, and no
words can express, I think, the burden and weight I felt it to be. I
walked up and down the street, and thought with myself, "Where
shall I begin ~" At that time, and in that neighbourhood. many lived
in cellars, built under ·the small houses, below the level of the street.
Looking down at one of these cellar windows. I saw an old woman
standing at it, and peering into a large book, evidently a Bible! Down
the steps I ran, and soon felt at home with the dear soul, who told me
she was looking for the text of the sermon she had last heard-Zech.
xiii. 1. Dear" Granny" Morefoot. as we called her. was one of the
very poor of this world, but yet was one whom the Lord had chosen
" rich in faith." She possessed that " godliness with contentment"
which" is great gain." and will, doubtless, be found among the Lord's
redeemed and glorified ones, when He comes.
During the time I ministered at this church. I had the privilege of
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making the acquaintance of many true servants of the Lord, one being
the EDITOR of this magazine, whose coming to preach one evening was
the bringing of the Lord's message to many of the poor of the flock,
from 1 Cor. xii. 21: "Nor the head to the feet, I have no need of you."
Many changes of sphere have I had during my ministry, but in no
one has my path been so clearly pointed out, I think, as in my going to
Manchester, and its suburb Openshaw. Yet in all of these, having
sought the Lord's direction, I cannot doubt for a moment His overmling Hand. Providential circumstances especially have been like
sign-posts pointing out the path one should take. "A man's heart
deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth his steps." "Man's goings
are of the Lord; how can a man then understand his own way?" (Prov.
xvi. 9, and xx. 24.)
In every place to which the Lord directs His servants' steps, He has
some lesson for them to learn which they could learn nowhere else.
One incident I may mention, as it shows what various means the Lord
may use to influence one's mind. One night I dreamed that I received
a letter from the late Dr. Rainsford, Vicar of Dundalk. At breakfast
the next morning, our early post having come in, my dream flashed
upon my mind, and I thought, " Only a dream!" But just then came
the postman's knock, and he delivered one letter-from Dr. Rainsford !
It spoke of a vacant benefice in Ireland, to which he thought I might
be appointed if I sent in my name. I said to my wife: "We shall go
there"; and so indeed it came to pass!
It was in this sphere that the following remark was made, and was
repeated to me by one of the three or four persons who had been talking
together on the subject of my ministry-" Well, what Mr. Noyes
preaches to us is in the Bible, whether we believe it or not!" Dear
young ministers of the Gospel, let your preaching be expository of the
Word. That it is which the" man of God" is to use (2 Tim. ill. 16, 17).
He is not to set before the people his own -views or opinions, but to
come before them with a " Thus saith the Lord."
I have spoken of blessing upon the ministry, and I will now relate
other instsnces, to the Lord's glory, trusting it may encourage other
younger ministering servants of His. For while I speak of blessing.
I could also tell of times-I think I may say of years-when I have
felt much depressed, and my inward thought has been that expressed
in Isaiah xlix. 4, " I have laboured in vain. I have spent my strength
for nought, and in vain." In certsin places where I have ministered,
there was, as far as I could see, little or no fruit. Yet even in them one
" knows" that one's "labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor.
xv. 58). That He should use at all such unworthy instruments only
magnifies the riches of His grace.
In a recent issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I mentioned that on
several occasions when visiting my parents, I was asked to preach at
a church where distinctive truth was not usually proclaimed from the
pulpit. On one of these occasions, so I was told by one near and dear
to me, there was a man in the gallery who wept bitterly during the
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Ilermon. We do not know who he was, but one would fain hope that
he was brought under the power of that Word which is " quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any two·edged sword.'"
It may have been in this sermon, or in some other preached in the
same church, that I quoted Hart's lines :" A sinner is a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost hath made him so."
Now, perhaps I should have explained these words a little more fully
than I did, but however that may be, an individual in the congregation
was heard to exclaim, "Tut! Tut! Tut!" and afterwards, so I am
informed, he requested the vicar not to ask me to preach again !
It was in a church in the same town that, after preaching from
·Psalm lxix. 29, " But I am poor and sorrowful: let Thy salvation, 0
God, set me up on high," the aged mother of the vicar came into the
vestry, and after thanking me for the sermon, burst into tears! I
would say to ministers of the Gospel: "Preach the Word." Yes,
" Preach the Word" of God, Who said to His prophet of old: "Thou
shalt speak My words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether
they will forbear." There was no eloquence in the sermon referred to,
only the truth written, and spoken from the heart, while it was realized
with the Apostle, " I was with you in weakness, and in fear"; but God
graciously owned and blessed the testimony, and it came" in demonstration of the Spirit and of power."
" Wonders of grace to God belong,
Repeat His mercies in your song."
Before I close I must tell of a red-letter day during the time I was
Vicar of St. John's, Harborne, Birmingham, and shortly after entering
. upon the work there.
One of my visits that afternoon was to the daughter-in-law of Christian people who had attended my ministry in Manchester and Openshaw. During my visit she read me an extract from a letter she had
received from her sister-in-law, who said: "I don't know if Mr. Noyes
knows it or not, but his preaching in Manchester was the means of my
conversion." Afterwards I went to call upon one of the older members
of our congregation,. who, after we had had some conversation, said, to
my surprise, " When I was a young man, and you were a young man,
I heard you preach in St. Jude's Church, Wolverhampton. I was
visiting a friend, a Wesleyan, and being his guest, I went with him to
chapel on the Sunday morning, and he came with me to church in the
evening. We had had some conversation during the day on doctrinal
points upon which we differed. At church, yoo were the preacher, and
as you preached, I kept nudging my friend, as one point after another
was brought out" !
Now, surely God's gniding Hand was in this, and such an incide,nt
Bhould encourage and reassure ministers when inclined to question:
" Did any receive my message 1 "
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Let it be noted that I did not hear of this circumstance until more
than twenty-five years afterwards! I need scarcely add how greatly
cheered I was that day, and have been many times since when I have
.
recalled the incident to mind.
I trust there has been no egoism in these reminiscences, and
that the Lord may graciously use them to enhearten others of His
servants. The more one knows of oneself, by His teaching, the more
one is ready to acknowledge that all is of His rich, free, and sovereign
grace, Who uses" the chief of sinners" as His instrument. " Without
Me," said our Lord, " ye can do nothing." To Him be all the glory !
" Content and glad I'll ever be
To have salvation, Lord, from Thee,
Even as a sinner poor:
I nothing have, I nothing am,
My treasure's in the bleeding Lamb,
Both now and evermore.
"The more through grace myself I know,
The more content I am to bow
And sink beneath Thy cross;
To live by faith upon Thy blood,
To wait on Thee for every good,
And count my gain but loss! "
(William Batty, 1757.)
FartollWl (Sa.sk.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NOYES (REV.)
STONES THAT TEACH.
J OSEPH "rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre arnl
departed": "The angel of the Lord . . . rolled back the stone from
the door, arnl sat upon it" (Matt. xxvii. 60; xxviii. 2). What a
contrast! The great difference between Divine and human agency is
exemplified in these two statements. Man did his best, and then retired
to rest and sleep. Man did his utmost to "make it as sure" as he
could, and then left the spot satisfied. But the angel of the Lord
acted differently. He, too, after having "rolled back the stone"
might have departed. Why not ~ Surely his errand was finished ~
Nay! None douhted who rolled the s~one there; Joseph's claim was
undisputed. But had the angel of the Lord departed when he had
rolled back the stone, a desperate dispute would immediately have
arisen as to who had removed the stone. There were many reasons
why the angel sat UpOl1 that vanquished stone to guard that empty
grave. H~ remained to prove that he had rolled away the stone;
remained until human eye-witnesses could attest the fact that they
had seen the angel sitting there. Jesus had conquered death; shortly
He was to rest from earth and sit at His Father's right hand in heaven.
" It is finished." He had said it! The work of salvation was finished
for ever; well might the angel sit and rest now that that great life16
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work' had· been completed. Man had" made sure" that stone before
the door of the sepulchre, with his self-chosen band of soldiers. But
the Lord smote man's keepers (Matt. xxviii. 4), and replaced them
with His own.
. There' is niuch teaching here for us. How easily the Lord
can roll' away our greatest stones of difficulty, and sit in calm
contempt on man's defiance of His sovereign power. When He wills
that a dead soul shall come out of the tomb of nature, neither
opposition nor determination on the part of man can prevent that
wondrous resurrection. That new birth must take place, and man
must own Him Sovereign Lord. Again, we need not be discouraged by
the greatness of the " stone" before us in our daily path. For" the
Lord sitteth above the waterfloods." Ofttimes the" stones" around
seem innumerable to us; but His ability is far greater than our
difficulties. Let us remember, too, that He permits or places every
" stone" that lies before us; not one is there by chance, but each is
put there for some Divine purpose. Look at Psalm xxxi. 7: "Thou
hast considered my trouble"; His power (an also roll it away when
His purpose is accomplished. .Let us therefore

" Go forward! The stone will remove and comply,
When the Lord's resurrection that stone shall defy."
The angel sitting on the stone was ready to be approached, ready to
be appealed' to. So with our dear risen Saviour, beloved reader. " We
have not an High Priest Which cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities," and Who cannot be reached by the voice of our cry.
He is ever close beside us, always at hand to hear and to save. Be it
the faint breath of the publican's prayer, "God be merciful to me a
sinner," or the oppressed appeal of the weary time-worn worker in
His vineyard, He hears and succours both alike. He is able, willing,
ready.
Shall we "gather out" a few "stones" from the Word of God,
which suggest solemn and searching thoughts 1
Satan said, "Command these stones that they be made bread"
(Matt. iv. 3). But God will never suffer His children to be satisfied
with natural things. When grace has made them His, they seek
spiritual sustenance. Jesus Christ said, "If his son ask bread, will
he [the father] give him a stone.1 " (Matt. vii. 9). The grace-possessing
child of God cannot be sustained with the cold and stony dogmas of
Ritualism or Romanism or of nature. Having tasted the true Bread
of Life from heaven-Jesus Christ Himself-he finds only '~ the truth"
satisfying.
David "chose five smooth stones" (1 Sam. xvii. 40). The Lord
declared, "God is able of these stones to raise up children unto
Abraham" (Matt. iii. 9). Grace calls nature into play to work out
spiritual ends.
Ged prepared "two tables of stone" (Ex. xv. 16; Deut. ix. 10).
But the natural man broke the law of God and proved himself utterly
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incapable of keeping it. Grace intervenes and takes away the stony
heart out of our flesh, and gives us a heart of flesh; gives us " a new
heart and a new spirit," and puts the Holy Spirit within us (Ezek.
xxxvi. 25-27).
The angel rolled away "the stone" and "sat upon it" (Matt.
xxviii. 2). Grace can overcome everything in nature, and remove and
" sit upon" every" stone" which hinders or thwarts its work.
" Ye also "-the Church throughout all the ages-" as lively stones
are built up" in Christ, into one great, perfect, permanent building,
even the body of Christ.
Our salvation was completed by His death; our consummation will
be at His second coming. The Lord Jesus Christ came in the past
to redeem, He is coming again to present His Church, complete. When
the fullness of the time is come, " He that shall come, will come and
will not tarry." What a glorious Easter hope! "Surely I come
quickly."
Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
" As oft as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do show the
Lord's death till He come," Paul tells us (1 Cor. xi. 24-26). Again,
our Saviour Himself linked His death and His coming again: "This
do, in remembrance of Me " (Luke xxii. 19). My death to redeem you,
lmd My return for you.
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
II

1!JroU£1tant

~earon.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BIBLE.
By THE LATE REV. AnOLPH SAPIDR, D.D. (Author of " Ohrist and the
Scriptures"; London: Morgan & Scott).
THE Scripture is its own evidence. God did not leave a matter of such
vital importance as the authority of Scripture to depend upon minute
investigation, for which only the learned have leisure and ability;
nor upon abstruse and metaphysical argum~nt, for which the mass
of mankind have no aptitude. There must be something about the
Scripture obvious and tangible, to prove its authority and demonstrate
its high origin. Apart from the testimony of the Spirit, without which
there is no true and vital faith in the Word of God, there seem to me
to be five great and simple facts in connection with Scripture, which
declare distinctly and clearly its heavenly origin.
1. THE SUBLIME DOCTRINE.
We find in Scripture, doctrine which man never could have discovered,
and which, now that it is revealed, no man and no age can exhaust.
The one fact proves that a higher than human mind is the Author of
the Book; the other is a sign of its infinite and eternal character.
1. Take the idea of God, such as the Bible gives us. So spiritual,
and yet so simple. God is infinite and incomprehensible, dwelling in
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light inaccessible, and full of glory; high above-a1l3that is created and
finite; Whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, and before Whom
even the angels veil their faces as they adore Him. And yet He is
presented as being near unto us, even unto all that are of a broken and
contrite heart; as listening unto the sighing of every humble child,
and condescending to reveal Himself unto babes. How spiritual and
sublime is the Scripture teaching of God! How homely and simple
its revelation of the Father! Scripture reveals to us God as the great
Creator of the universe, the Governor and Upholder of the world, the
adorable King of angels, who obey His co=andments; and at the
same time we are assured, that not even a sparrow can fall to the
ground without His will, and that the very hairs of our head are
numbered; we are taught that we may commend to His guidance the
minutest duties of our life, and expect His answer to our prayers on
behalf of our daily troubles and difficulties. Scripture reveals Him
as a God of holiness, justice, and truth, Who is of purer eyes than to
behold iniquity, and Whose throne is established in verity and
righteousness; and Scripture unfolds to us the mercy, the compassion,
the tenderness of God-His delight in blessing, His glory in His wonderful
grace. Whence this idea of God, so sublime and yet so simple, so
spiritual and yet so tangible, so pure and holy, and .yet so gracious and
loving 1 Do we find anything to be compared with it among the
Greeks and Romans 1 It has come down from above. God revealed
Himself.
2. Or take the idea of the law of God. What the Bible teaches us
concerning man is no less wonderful than the idea of God which it
brings before us. What is man 1 As nations advance, their idea of
humanity advances. While savage nations value man according to
his strength, subtlety, courage, and even cruelty, civilized nations
have a higher and more intellectual and moral standard of human
excellence. But what is the true, the perfect idea of man 1 Look ·at
the Scriptures, teaching us that man is created in God's image. And
because since the Fall we do not clearly know what that means, God
gives us in the law His idea of humanity; and the law teaches us that
man is to love God with all his heart, and his neighbour as himself.
How wonderful are the Ten Commandments! How high is the law of
God, elevating man to communion in love with the Lord God! How
deep,-requiring truth in the inward part, the affection of the soul, the
surrender of the will! How broad,-taking cognizance of all our varied
relationships, of all occupations, circumstances, duties; entering into
all the minute detail, into all the ramifications of our earthly life!
And this idea of man, existing in the original purpose of God, realized
in Adam, and subsequently described in the law of Jehovah, is afterward!
manifested in greater fullness and glory in the person of Jesus Christ,
the second Adam. This is the second idea revealed in Scripture, above
human thought and discovery, the Divine idea of man.
3. The Bible idea of redemption. Of sin we have no adequate
conception. Scripture reveals to us the depths of sin, as offence
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against God and as a disease-as guilt and pollution. But as the
Bible view of sin far transcends our thought, still more wonderful is
the Bible idea of redemption! Take a beautiful vase, a masterpiece
of art, and dash it to the ground, so that it is shattered into a hundred
pieces. Who can restore it ~ Who can unite the fragments, so that
the beauty and harmony of the original shall again show forth the
master's skill and thought ~ Yet what is this compared to the Fall,
when man's understanding became darkened, his heart alienated from
God, his conscience burdened, his will enslaved, his imagination defiled,
his soul and mind and affections corrupt; when man became dead
in trespasses and sin, so that from the inmost centre of his being to
the very members of his body sin reigns unto death ~ And then see
how the idea of redemption runs from the very threshold of the Bible
in Genesis to 'the topmost stone of the edifice in Revelation. And
such redemption! Full pardon of sin, so that our souls are whiter
than the snow; enemies are reconciled, and adopted as children of
God; condemnation is removed, and the kingdom of heaven is
opened; the heart is changed, the will set free, the mind enlightened;
in short, as sin abounded unto death, grace doth much more abound
unto life! Whence such a glorious thought ~
4. Man never could have conceived tbis. But could man have
conceived the superabundance of this grace, restoring us not merely to
the lost Paradise and to the condition of Adam before the Fall, but
giving us far more than we lost, and placing us far higher than man at
his creation ~ For we are accepted in Christ, the Beloved, and by th~
Holy Ghost we are one with Jesus, Who is the Son of God, one with
the Father. Ours is not merely peace, but Christ's peace; not merely
life, but Christ's life. Christ is given to us for ever, and we are members
of His body, one with Him in the Spirit. Thus are we partakers of
the Divine nature, and from Christ the quickening Spirit is our new
life. Who could have thought of this ~
5. And then notice how Scripture reveals to us all this as portion of
the counsel of God. Into the council chamber of eternity, into the
secret purpose which God purposed in Himself, before the foundations
of the world were laid, the Word of God takes us, and shows us that
according to this purpose God created the world in Christ, elected
Israel, sent His Son, brought in the Church, Jews and Gentiles in one
body, that in the ages to come Christ and the Church should manifest
His glory, and that thus His grace should be seen and adored by angels
and the nations of earth. (Ephes. and Coloss.) Who could have
found out this, or imagined it ~ A plan so vast, so grand, so beautiful,
could emanate only from Him Who is God, Who is love; and none
could have known it but the chosen ones, to whom He revealed His
will. And now that it is revealed, we cannot exhaust the Scripture
teaching. It is above us and beyond us. We can only exclaim, " Oh,
the' depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!
For who hath known the mind of the Lord ~ or who hath been His
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counsellor ~ For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all tbings.
To Him be glory for ever. Amen."
2.

PROPHECY.

Scripture contains predictions which have been fulfilled. These
predictions are marvellous both on account of their comprehensive
grandeur, containing great historical outlines and principles, and on
account of their circumstantial and minute detail. The one was beyond
the mind of the propheta, the other beyond their calculation.
The element of prediction in Scripture has been lately undervalued,
and under the specious plea that the moral and spiritual, the ethical
element in the prophets, is the chief thing. This is a confusion of ideas.
All prediction in Scripture is ethical, or ratber spiritual, because it
refers to the kingdom of God, and to its centre-Christ. But the
spiritual element is intimately connected with the facts, the continued
manifestations and gifts of God unto His people. That Scripture
prediction is throughout ethical, that it differs from all soothsaying,
from the foretelling of isolated events and incidents to satisfy curiosity;
that it is organically connected with the Divine education of Israel,
full of principles, warning, guidance, and encouragement for the people
to whom it is given, ought to be perfectly plain to every reader of the
Bible. But equally clear it is, that Scripture predicts events which
none could have foreseen. How could the thought enter into Abram's
mind, or even into the mind of Moses, that in Abram's seed all families
of the earth should be blessed ~ What a marvellous conception!
It is impossible to account for it, except on the ground of a direct
revelation. In Scripture prediction the ethical element is inseparable
from the facts; the facts are the revelation of God, educating and
comforting His people.
Let ns consider only one great subject of prediction, the history of
the Lord Jesus Christ. The whole life of the Saviour, from His birth
to His ascension and His sending forth the Spirit, may be narrated
in the words of Moses and the prophets. Without referring to the four
evangelists, the whole history of Christ in its great outlines, as well
as its minute particulars, has been foretold by the Spirit through the
Scripture.
We ask first concerning His birth. And Gen. ill. informs us, that He
is to be emphatically the seed of the woman; while Isaiah teaches us
that the mother of the Saviour, the great Imrnanuel, is to be a virgin,
and that this child thus born, this Son given unto us, is the Wonderful,
the Connsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of
·Peace.
\
We inquire further, Whose Son is the Messiah to be ~ The Scripture
points out Shern, for" J apheth shall dwell in the tents of Shern ;" and
still further we are directed to Abram, and still further to Isaac (as
distinguished from Ishmael), and still further to J acob: and from
among the twelve sons of J acob, the patriarch on his deathbed singles
out the tribe of Judah; out of him shall come Shiloh, and to Him shall
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be the gathering of the nations. But Scripture is still more definite.
The 'son of Jesse, even David, receives the promise of the great King
and Redeemer. Thus we know that the Messiah is God and. man;
born of a woman,' even of a virgin; a Sethite; a descendant of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; of the tribe of Judah; of the house o~
David.
Where is He to be born 1 Like the wise men from the east, we' would
naturally suppose in Jerusalem, the holy city, the city of the great
King.. But Micah knows differently, and points out Bethlehem
Ephratah, little among the thousands of J udah: '" Out of thee shall
He come forth unto Me that is to be ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth
have been from of old, from everlasting."
When is He'to be born 1 Jacob predicts the period: "The sceptre
shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet,
until Shiloh come;" and Daniel more definitely speaks of seventy
periods of seven which are to elapse from the going forth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem, before the coming of the
Messiah the Prince.
Born in Bethlehem, He is to be taken into Egypt; as Hosea. saith,
" I have called my Son out of Egypt."
What is'to prepare the world for His coming 1 What great event
is to announce His advent 1 Isaiah and Malachi tell us it is to be a man, _
a messenger, "the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, make' straight in the desert a highway for our
God."
What is to be His character 1 ",Behold My Servant, Whom t
uphold; Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth; I have put My
Spirit upon Him. He shall not cry nor lift up, nor cause His voice to
be he'ard in the street. A bruised reed shall He not break, and the
smoking flax shall He not quench."
What is to be His work 1 "He shall open the eyes of the blind, and
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. The lame man, shaJlleap as a
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing."
What is His preaching 1 "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Him,
because He hath anointed Him to preach good tidings unto the meek."
" The Lord God hath given Me the tongue of the learned, that I should
know ,how to speak a word in season to him that is weary. He wakeneth
Mine ear to hear as the learner."
How will the people receive Him 1 How will the ru.lers _and guides
of the' nation welcome Him 1 "He is despised and rejected of men."
The builders reject the stone.
'
Is He to appear as Jerusalem's king 1 ,and in what ,manner 1
Zechariah tells us: "Behold; thy King cometh unto thee: He is just,_
and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt
the foal of an ass."
What is to be the end of His life on earth 1 Daniel tells us He shall
be " cut off."
Who is to deliver Him into the hands of His enemies 1 The Psalmist
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tellil us. one of His friends. he that eateth bread with Him; and
Zechariah" states that for thirty pieces of silver He shall be betrayed.
Will His disciples stand by Him in His last sufIerings 1 No; the
Shepherd is smitten, and the sheep of the flock are scattered.
How is He to die 1 He is the Lamb; and is to sufIer a slow painful
death. and not a bone of His body is to be broken. Moses teaches us
that His blood is to be shed. and that He is to be lifted up as the serpent
in the wilderness. Zechariah adds another feature of His sufIerings :
He is to be pierced. No other mode but that of crucifixion fulfils all
these descriptions. •
.
What further happened during His crucifixion 1 The twenty-second
Psalm tells us: "All they that see Me laugh Me to scorn: they shoot
out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He tlffisted on the Lord that
He would deliver Him: let Him deliver Him. seeing He delighted in
Him. I am poured out like water, and all My bones are out of joint.
My strength is dried up like a potsherd; My tongue cleaveth to My
jaws. They part My garments among them, and cast lots upon My
vesture."

What further circumstances attend His death 1 "He opened not
His mouth." "He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter. and as a
sheep before her shearers is dumb. so He openeth not His mouth."
" He was numbered with the transgressors."
Why did He suffer 1 Isaiah answers: "He was wounded for our
transgressions. He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon Him; and by His stripes we are healed."
Was it only man who caused His sufIerings 1 Isaiah saith. "It
pleased Jehovah to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief;" and
Zechariah saith. "Awake. 0 sword, against the Man that is Mine
equal; smite the Shepherd." And in the words of David His soul
is to cry. " My God. My God. why hast Thou forsaken Me 1 "
Is He to remain in the grave 1 David says, " Thou wilt not leave
My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou sufIer Thine Holy One to see corruption ;" "The stone which the builders refused is become the headstone of the corner;" while Jonah's history prophesies the same;
and Hosea speaks of the third day as the day of revival.
And after His resurrection 1 The sixty·eighth Psalm says, " Thou
hast ascended on high. Thou hast led captivity captive: Thou hast
received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God
might dwell among them." And in another Psalm it is written, " The
Lord said unto my Lord. Sit Thou at My right hand. until I make
Thine enemies Thy footstool."
Thus we have the life of Christ in Moses and the prophets. The
picture of the Messiah in its grand outlines was quite above the conception of Israel, and even of the prophets, at any time. Even after
the fulfilment it was new to the people. different from their ideas. high
above their thoughts and expectations. And as for the circumstantial
fulfilment of the wonderful detail. who can explain it on natural
principles 1

.
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The prophets' spake of the grace of God', as the Spirit revealed unto
them the sufIerings of Christ and the glory that should follow. Theirs
was not the insight of great minds into fu~re history, based on their
profound knowledge of the present. It was a Divine prediction of
events intimately connected with the kingdom of God. It was not
in accordance with the ordinary laws which govern the history of the
world, but in harmony with the laws of the Divine kingdom as they
had already partially become manifest, and as they were more fully
to be unfolded in the future. The events which are singled out are not
those which would strike man as especially important; while events
which by us are regarded as the most influential are often passed over
with silence. But in the great day it will be seen that prophecy throws
more light on history than history on prophecy.
These considerations are sufficient to show that the Scripture
prediction is essentially spiritual, and inseparably connected with its
whole teaching and history. It may be added, that although the
people to whom the prophecy was addressed, and even the prophets
themselves, did not fully understand the things signified by the Spirit,
yet that the prophecy was always connected with the peculiar history,
trial, and difficulty of the people at the time; so that it was a warning
to the ungodly, guidance and encouragement to the God-fearing, and
a new test which separated the precious from the vile. (Thus Isa.
xl.-Ixvi.; Dan. ix., etc.)
As miracle is the intervention of God's grace in act, prophecy is the
intervention of God's grace in testimony. Both appear on the background of man's failure; both are intended by the Divine wisdom,
which educates His children and rules the world, as a help and consolation to the flock, and the hardening of the wicked.
But prophecy-and this is our chief point here-is a proof of the
Divine origin of Scripture. Its force is, unlike that of a miracle, not
dependent on the credibility of testimony. It is its own evidence. It
is fulfilled before the eyes of the world. The Jews, Tyre, Babylon,
Nineveh, demonstrate to all who have eyes to see that we have a sure
word of prophecy, and that the mouth of the Lord hath spoken. The
words of the prophets find their best explanation in the actual condition
of the nations and lands of which they spake; and all men may see it,
that the Lord God, Who alone can see the end from the beginning,
hath revealed these things to His servants the prophets.
The most striking fulfilment of prophecy is seen in the existence of
the Jewish nation. Forty centuries have run their course since the first
promise of the nation was given to Abram. As Balaam predicted,
the people dwell alone, and are not reckoned among the nations. While
the ancient Egyptians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, and Romans-the
mightiest nations the world ever saw-have disappeared, Israel lives,
and has survived all the fearful calamities and persecutions which
came upon them. Driven from their own land, dispersed among the
nations, for centuries denied the privilege of possessing land, subjected
to insult, robbery, and persecutions of the greatest cruelty, they still
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emt, numerous, energetic, ID vigour of body and mind, mysterious
alike in their preservation as in their isolated position. In the midst
of the numerous changes which have occurred in the history of nations,
Israel is the historical nation, or, as Isaiah calls his people, " the everlasting people" (Isa. xliv. 7, Heb.); a witness of the sacred history
recorded in Scripture, a pledge of the fuliilment of a yet greater and
more glorious Theocracy. And when the metaphysical subtleties as
well as the refined secularism of our age turn with aversion from all
direct interference of God, whether in the past as recorded in the
history, or in the future as recorded in the prophecy of Scripture, the
Jews are a living sign and irrefutable evidence of the truth of the Bible.
Miracle and prophecy find in them their living monuments. No
wond~r that the greatest philosopher of our age (Hegel) felt the Jewish
history a dark and perplexing enigma. It is the miracle of History as
it is the history of Miracle; its exposition is Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, the Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of His People
Israel.
A living God, as distinguished from idols, whether the idols of
heathenism or the idol of the abstract god of philosophy, appeals to
this 8S one of His attributes, that He revealeth future things. "Bring
forth your strong reasons, saith the King of J acob. Letthem bring them
forth and show us what shall happen: show the things that are to
come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods." And again,
" Behold, the former things are come to paBB, and new things do I
declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them" (Isa. xli. 21-23 ;
xlv. 18-21; xlviii. 5, 14-16). Even the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, a heathen, exclaimed, " Of a truth it is, that your God is a God
of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou
couldest reveal this secret."
Thus prophecy is declared by the Lord Himself to be a manifestation
and evidence of His wonderful wisdom and infinite supremacy, as sent
in order to prove to us that He is dealing with us, and also to fortify us
against the claims of error. Common, unsophisticated, natural sense
will receive prophecy as a sure mark of supernatural authority, and it
has been only the perverse ingenuity and pseudo-spiritualism of our
age, which, from the dreamy height of its speculative wisdom, has
spoken with half-contemptuous vagueness of prophecy as an evidence
of the truth of Scripture.
\
And every fulfilment of the events predicted, whether that fnliilment
be recorded in Scripture itself (as the prophecy about the captivity of
Babylon, Cyrus, etc.), or recorded in the annals of history (as the
destruction of Jerusalem, the dispersion of the Jews, etc.), renders to
us " more sure" the word of prophecy; so that we look forward with
the :firm expectation that the Lord God will do nothing but make
manifest the secret which He hath revealed unto His servants the
prophets, while we are most fully convinced that the Scripture contain s
the things which the Lord hath spoken, attested as it is by the mark
given by God, .through Moses, for our guidance and assurance (Deut.
xviii. 20-22).
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~. THE ISOLATED POSITION 01' THE BOOK.

Contrast the Bible with the Apocrypha. How marked is the difference! External authority sufficiently separates between the canonical
boo,ks and the apocryphal writings. But who that has taste'd tbe old
good wine could mistake for it the diluted and' feeble work of man ~
" What is the chaff to the wheat ~" We need not underrate the value
of the Apocrypha, especially those which belong to the period between
Malachi and Matthew. The history of God's people during this interval
is most interesting and valuable, the sufferings and faith of the
Maccabees most edifying and encouraging. The development of
doctrinal views may 'also be traced in the various apocryphal books.
But in reading them we cannot but feel, that here is the voiGe of man;,'
and not that Voice which speaks to us at sundry tinIes and in divers
manner through the prophets.
What a contrast is felt between the four evangelists and the apocryphal gospels! How puerile are the miracles which tradition
attributes to Him Who, in 'all His doings, glorified and showed forth
the Father.
And the writings of the apostolic Fathers, beautiful and good as
they are, only set forth more brightly the marvellous peculiarity of th~
inspired Apostolic epistles, their inexhaustible depth, their heavenly
simplicity, their wonderfol condensation, their transparent clearness,
their universality, in short their Divine character.

4.

THE MARVELLOUS PRESERVATION OF THE BIBLE.

It is wonderfol how this record has been preserved. The Jews have
carefully watched over the letter of their Sacred Writings. The most
accurate and diligent research has availed to discover only ,trifling
variations in the manuscripts. And although both the Hebrew and
the Greek Scriptures have often been the object of persecuting enemies;
the crnelty and ingenuity of man have not been able to,destroy tlleir
existence.
This is still more wonderful when we consider by whom these writings
were preserv~d. The Jews were the conscientious guardians of the
book of the Kingdom. Rome preserved the book of the Church. The
Jews who themselves rejected the Messiah of Whom Moses and the
prophets testify, preserve the very books which prove their unbelief,
and convince the world of tne Divine authority and mission of Jesus.
And where is there a nation preserving carefolly a record, which so
repeatedly and emphatically declares that they are Obstinate, ungrateful
and perverse; and which attrIbutes all their victories and excellences,
not to their natural disposition and qualities, nor to their energy and
merit, but exclusively to the mercy and power of God ~
Look' again at the Church of Rome, preserving the writings of
Evangelists and Apostles. That Church preserving writings which
declare that Christ hath perfected by one sacrifice them that are
sanctified; that salvation is by grace, through faith, and that not of
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ourselves, it is the gift of God; that all believers are kings and priests
unto God; that there is no mediator between God and men but the
Man Christ Jesus; that Peter in himself savoured the things that are
of man and not the things that are of God, and had, even after
Pentecost, to be severely rebuk~d and energetically resisted by Paul ;
that Mary is told by the Son Himself not to interferc in the concerns
of His kingdom; that freely we have received and freely we are to give;
that men forbidding to marry and to abstain from meats are the
expected false teachers; that in the congregation we are not to pray
in an unknown tongue '; and that Christians are commended for
subjecting even the teaching of the Apostles to the authority and
confirmation of the Scripture!
The Jews bear unwilling witness to Jesus, and Rome has carefully
preserved and transcribed her own condemnation.
5. THE CATHOLlCITY OF THE BIBLE.
A Book which has existed for so many centuries, has influenced so
many nations, and has moulded the minds and characters of the wise
and simple, the rich and poor, the civilized and the barbarian, may
well be called a catholic, world-wide Book. When we hear the people
in the north of Scotland sing the Psalms which David, the king of
Israel, wrote so many centuries ago, while the lyrics of Greece and
Rome are known only to the learned few, we may well ask, How is it
that the sorrows and joys, the difficulties and doubts, the aspirations
and hopes of men, so apart in time and in clime, shonld find expression
in the same songs 1 When we hear our little children conclude their
prayers with the Hebrew word, " Amen"; when we hear our dying
saints utter as the symbol of tlleir victory and hope, the Hebrew words,
.. Jerusalem" and" Hallelujah," we may well ask, Why is Hebrew the
language of our soul's life, from its earliest co=encement to its latest
breath on earth 1 Scripture, the Jewish Word, is the universal Book.
The most cultivated nations bow before it, and learn as docile cnildren
from its inexhaustible pages; to the rudest tribes light and love are
brought from its simple and powerful declarations. It is the guide
of Edward VI., thd delight of Francis Bacon, the study of Sir Isaa~
Newton and Pascal. While kings and philosophers find wisdom and
counsel in this inspired volume, it is the companion of the artisan and
merchant, the comfort of the widow, and the instructor of the unlettered
and uneducated. There is no age of man when it is not snitable. It
gives milk to babes, guidance to the young, strength to men, and
consolation to the aged. There is no occupation or station in life in
which it is not profitable and healthful. It is an armoury to those who
are in battle, a storehouse to those who are lonely, a protection to all
who are in peril, a rod and staff to the dying. There is no state of
mind for which it is not salutary. The twenty-third Psalm is con. solation at a death-bed, and yet gives expression to our most joyous
and festive feelings. Wonderful Book, for all ages, all nations, all men,
all times; no marvel thou hast been called Bible-THE BOOK.
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QrorUf.>ponlJence.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,The following letters, relating to our work of scattering the truths
of God in the Army and Navy, have just reached me. The first is
from a sergeant of Hussars: "Thank you very much for so kindly
sending me the books. I shall find them very useful, and I trust in
God's hands they may prove of blessing to others also. Very sorry
not to have answered your letter before, but was very busy. Have
really more work than L know how to cope with. If it were not for
the grace of God, my all-sufficient help and strength, I should not be
able to keep up under the strain. I feel the bond of union in Christ,
and am glad to write to you as a brother in Him. I would value your
prayers for the Christians in this regiment." From a Chaplain:
"Many thanks for the parcel of books, which arrived safely. Many
sailors come to us, and they like nothing better than it parcel of books
to take away for use at sea." From a Missionary: "I received the
parcel of books on Saturday, and I can assure you I much appreciated
your kindness in sending same. Shall be pleased to receive at any
time anything you may care to send to me. Again thanking you."
It is very encouraging to see how eager the soldiers are for books to
pass on one to another. This opportunity of scattering Gospel books
is one of which we are eager to avail ourselves to the utmost, and the
prayerful and practical sympathy of lovers of truth is earnestly desired.
No one can tell what a blessing the books are to many lonely soula
in the Army and Navy, surrounded as they are by special temptations
and trials. "Let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season
we shall reap if we faint not."
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, Stirling Road,
Bath Road, Bristol, March, 1912.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Quarterly Record for April contains an illustration and sketch of
Exeter Hall, so famous as the chief place of meeting, for seventy-six
years, of the principal Protestant and Benevolent Societies of our land.
There are also a portrait and a biography of the late Mr. George Creasey;
a beautiful poem by the late Mrs. A. R. Cousins-" They shall lie down
in the Evening "-and other pieces. A copy will be sent on receipt of
post-card.
On Friday evening, May 3rd, the I05th Annual Meeting will (n.v.)
be held in the Pillar Hall of the Cannon' Street Hotel, at 6 o'clock,
Sir Alfred Pearce Gould, K.C.V.O., F.R.C.S., presiding. The Meeting
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will be addressed by the Dean of Canterbury, the Revs. W. Brooke, of
Croydon, and W. Sinden, and Messrs. F. A. Bevan, A. Hayles, G. E.
Morgan, M.A., and W. H. Seagram. The Committee cordially invite
the attendance of all who value the Society's work for the Lord's aged
poor.
The Secretary has recently visited Richmond, Brentford, Camberwell,
and Tunbridge Wells in the interests of the Society. Collections at
each place were made, and the movement for obtaining new Annual
Subscriptions towards the Free Income of the Society (that is, income
not charged with nominees) was helped. £1 16s. every h our of the
year are needed to enable the Institution to meet all claims.
A large number of valued supporters have been called Home, and
the Committee mourn their loss. Their honoured friend, the late
James Maden Holt, Esq., has left a gap not easily filled, and Dr. C. Y.
Biss had been a subscriber for many years previous to his departure.
The gardens of our Camberwell and Hornsey Rise Homes are now in
their Spring beauty; visitors will be heartily welcomed by the Wardens
and the old folk. Every Saturday evening, at 6.30, a Prayer Meeting
is held in each Home; the Lord's Day Afternoon Services and those on
the week evenings are also open to the public. The Prayer Meetings
are often seasons of sacred enjoyment.
.. The shadows of the evening are stretched out," may be said of the
1626 pensioners of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, under whose
wing the old man no longer able to work can enjoy some degree of
comfort; the widow can rest content, sure that so long as she needs it
her handful of meal will be found in the barrel, and her cruse will not
fail of its oil. Many a daughter is enabled to have her mother with her
till the last; many a group of grandchildren feel the hallowed influence
of a gracious life; and many an aged couple dwell together in their
home till death do them part.
.. The household of faith" is the Scriptural designation of those
whom the Society was formed to assist, and concerning whom Sir
Waiter Scott wrote: "The noblest views of the Divine government to
which I have listened have been uttered by those dwelling in the ranks
of poverty, but unquestionably those who are heirs of the promises of
God."
The pensioners range in age from 60 to 100. Life's long day is almost
over with them. What cares, sorrows, and hardships have been
theirs! Many have met with great losses and have outlived every
relation. God has perhaps surrounded you with comforts. Spare
them a little. It will lighten the last stages of the journey of those
who are waiting for the daybreak, when" the shadows flee away."
THERE is no one gracious acting of soul in anyone believer, at any
time, in the whole world, either in opposition unto sin, or the perform.
ance of duty, but it is influenced and under the guidance of the Kingly
power of Christ.-Dr. Owen.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE great" strike" in the coal trade,. affecting the whole country,
still remains unsettled as we go to press. Besides the million, or more,
miners, a million other workers are out of employment as the result
of this industrial dispute. Railway traffic has been considerably
reduced, causing great inconvenience to the travelling public. The
receipts by the fifty-one principal railways in the United Kingdom
for the first week of the strike show a decrease of £514,984 as compared
with the corresponding week of last year. Widespread distress
prevails, and this will greatly increase unless the Lord in mercy
intervenes, and withdraws His chastening hand. What need for
earnest prayer and wise Governmental action that the causes of these
industrial disputes may at least be considerably diminished!
Sir Charles Warren, in a letter which appears in a London daily,
referring to the repudiation by men, in the labour dispute, of bargains
made in their names and endorsed by themselves, points out that the
Englishman's vaunt that" a bargain is a bargain" ceased to have fnIl
effect when Tract 90 found adherents among the clergy of the Church
of England. "The Clergy of the Established Church" (he continues)
" are, at their induction into benefices, charged with the cure of souls,
and if they do not hold with the XXXIX. Articles to which they have
subscribed or assented, how can they loyally teach that' a bargain is
a bargain' to those entrusted to their care? This canker is eating
into the root of our national integrity, and urgently requires removal.
So long as a large proportion of our Clergy evade or violate the bargain
they have made at ordination, we must expect to find bargains evaded
and violated in a similar manner by our people."
We greatly regret to record the death of Mr. WaIter Walsh, which
took ~ce on Sunday morning, February 24th, while he was worshipping at St. Mary's Church, Spring Grove, Isleworth. For thirty years
Mr. Walsh had been associated with our Protestant contemporary,
the "ENGLISH CHURCHMA...~." His weekly contribution to that
Journal of the" Protestant Notes" column lay on his desk ready for
posting at the time of his sudden home-call. Mr. Walsh was remarkably well-versed in the Romish and Ritualistic Controversy, and by
his books and lectures had rendered valiant service to the cause of truth
for a long period. He was brought into special prominence by means
of his valuable book " THE SECRET HISTORY OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT," published about fourteen years ago. The book created a great
sensation, and hundreds of thousands of copies were sold.
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J!\ebiewfJ aub j},otiUfJ of 15ookfJ.
MOROCCO AFTER TWENTY'FIVE YEARS: by DR. ROBERT KERR. With
Maps and Illustrations. Pp. 364. 10/6 net. (LONDON: MURRAY
&; EVENDEN, Ltd., Pleydell House, Pleydell Street, Fleet Street,
KC.) 1912.
This well printed and highly illustrated work, produced by a medical
man resident in Morocco for twenty-five years past, furnishes an
interesting and instructive rtsume of the present condition and future
.possibilities of that African region. The work, which is written in a
style at once attractive and informing, is that of a deeply observant
mind, and it deserves very thoughtful reading. Some striking anecdotes in connection with Dr. Kerr's work are narrated, and his selfdenying and widely varied labours afford a most entertainiog study.
At the conclusion of a circumstantial introduction to his book, Dr. Kerr
sta,tes-" In conclusion, I may add that the whole proceeds derived
from the sale of this Book will be devoted to the building of a Hospital
for Morocco's sick and suffering, who need our help and who claim our
sympathy." We heartily pray God's blessing may rest upon the effort.
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IT was in the exercise of His rich and free and sovereign grace that
" the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not,
I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward." The language is
as remarkable as it is 'encouraging, inasmuch as the patriarch had just
previously been placed in circumstances in which a " shield" had been
needed, whilst he went forth a warrior, to wage war with a victorious
foe. God had proved Himself to be what He here promised to be.
The proof had preceded the promise, though in due time it should still
receive confirmation. And whilst men proferred a reward, which
the patriarch generously declined, the Lord declared that He Himself
would be his" exceeding great reward." Jehovah's gifts are boundless, and inconceivably blessed, but Jehovah Himself is infinitely above
and beyond all His gifts. His gifts without Himself were vain and
unsatisfactory. Worlds, without Himself, were valueless. Heaven
itself, without J ehovah-Jesus, were a blank. Yes, Himself is above all.
Himself alone can satisfy; Himself only meet the cravings of the
immortal soul. Jehovah has created man with a craving which He
alone can satisfy; with a blank which Himself only can fill; a desire
which He alone can meet. It was in order to instil into the mind of
Abraham this momentous lesson, that the Lord led him and trained
him as He did. And it is precisely with the same view, dear reader,
that the Lord teaches and trains you. You have the "line upon
line, line upon line, precept upon precept, precept upon precept,
here a little and there a little," that you may be most thoroughly
indoctrinated in this most wholesome and indispensable truth.-The
late Rev. Dr. Doudney.

