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A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS.
(Continued from page 135.)
No. X.
" And I brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech. or of wisdom, declaring urU(> you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.
" THERE is too a godly staff of teachers in our Sabbath-school, and
I bless GOD I can add, a staff of godly teachers in our day-schools
also. These last are no small legacy to leave to one who knows the
'precious things' which GOD has been pleased to give His Church
in this place, for, surely, to train the young in the knowledge of
GOD'S Word, and to warn them affectionately and constantly
against the days in which we live is to afford no ordinary blessing.
Already nearly 1,300 children have been entered upon the books of
our Bible schools since they were opened last year. You may ask
how it is that so many have been entered on the books. My answer
will perhaps give some information upon other points. The population of this district, which now comprises nearly 8,000 souls, is
largely made up of working people, skilled artisans, and labourers.
Now, these persons live for the most part in two or three rooms;
few occupy a whole house, and therefore they have, socially
speaking, little to leave if the working head of the household is
13
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called by his work to reside in another part of the metropolis. It
is no great difficulty for him to take wife and children and his few
effects, and remove to a nearer and more convenient abode, and
this happens every day-almost every hour of the day-in a district
like this. There is almost no settled population-here to-day, gone
~-morrow-so that our work in the Bible schools is very largely a
missionary work, and those who are called to labour in the schools
need this word of encouragement by the way. Though they may
not have the privilege which some have of seeing the little ones
grow up, and bring forth fruit, in any large number, yet this they
have as their special privilege, that they are permitted to sow
beside many waters, to cast their seed, as it were broadcast, and to
be true missionaries-missionaries in a Gospel sense. 'In the
morning,' brethren and sisters, 'sow your seed; in the evening
withhold not your hand': for we cannot tell which shall prosper,
either this or that, or whether they shall not be both alike good.
Hold on your way through evil report and through good report,;
slack not your zeal. Be not weary in well doing, for in due season
you shall reap if you faint not.
" In connection, too, with this department of GOD'S work, I cannot
omit Qur Parish Magazine, which has nearly completed its fifth year.
That Magazine, especially perhaps in its local pages, has been much
used in our district, extensively circulated, and heartily supported.
There have now been put in circulation no fewer than 50,000 copies
of our monthly serial; and that 50,000 copies means expendedwisely expended-and we may well believe, profitq,bly expendedsome £200 IN PENCE by t~ poor of this district. A great work has
been thus done if none other had been effected; and in these days,
when pernicious literature, the curse of the age in which we live, is
so largely received into the families and the households of the poor,
it certainly is something for which we need to feel specially grateful
to GOD that, at any rate, in this district, there is a disposition to
read better literature if .itbe provided in a cheap and readable form.
I dotru~t that our Magazine Will not be given up by my dear
successor.
" I pass. now on to that which, to my own soul, is the chief of all
the many blessings GOD has been pleased to vouchsa~e to me in this
place, and that is, that He has given me seals tG my Ministry, that
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He has given me souls for my hire. 1 can look upon one and
another here present this evening, and count them as my own dear
children begotten in the Gospel of GOD'S grace, my joy and crown
in the day of CHRIST'S appearing. And oh! dear hearers, if there
had been but one such brand plucked out of the fire, if there had
been one lost wandering sheep recovered under my ministry, ·if
there had been but one brother or sister once far off brought nigh
by the quickening power of the HOLY GHOST, and through the
sprinkling of the blood of JESUS, I had not been sent here in vain.
It may, or it may not be, that the LORD hath much people in this
place; certain I am of this, He has a people here; and because He
has been pleased to call out some of these, the chief honour which
any pastor and any minister of the Gospel could possibly desire,
because He has been pleased to grant me living gracious testimony
by quickening some under my ministry, I may well believe, dear
hearers, that there are purposes of. mercy in store for this place of
many prayers. Yes, my strong hope is that this work, commencing
from a very small beginning, watered with many tears, watched
with intense prayerful interest, nursed in its hours of weakness,
and upheld when it seemed tottering to its fall from time to time,
shall yet become an increased power, and that this building set apart
for the proclamation of the full Gospel of the Sovereign Grace of
GOD shall never be suffered to become-GoD grant it for His name's
sake that it may never become !-the medium for the publis~ing
of error or for the practising of error. Dea~ hearers, one's pain, day
by day, is to see brother after brother, who once walked well and
worked well, departing, in the matter of Church work and worship,
from the simplicity that is in CHRIST. I deplore the fact.that many
, Evangelical' men are ready in these days to adopt novelties in the
hope of bringing together more people within their churches, or
that they may have the Gospel preached to fuller congregations.
Oh, dear hearers, my prayer for myself has been-and I am sure you
too must h~ve been praying about it-that GOD would mercifully
keep me in this matter; and the result is, that our services in this
Church to-day are FOR SIMPLICITY AND FOR PROTESTANT PURITY
precisely what they were on the day it was opened. There has been no
departure in any measure whatever from that simplicity which some
at the first thought to be cold and puritanical. I came here,
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brethren, as a man who had made his mind up. Rather would I
say, in the language of the Apostle Paul, "I had determined to
know no man after the flesh" in this matter of worship. My eye
was single to exalt the glory of CHRIST in His preached Gospel alone,
and I determined fully that I woula not turn to the right hand or to
the left in the matter of public worship, so far as my vi~ws could
influence the simplicity, and the purity, and the integrity, and the
scriptural character of that worship; and GOD in His mercy has
enabled us to meet here, from week to week, and to worship Him,
I trust, in that which is properly and, to us experimentally, the
beauty of holiness. Ah, dear hearers, that text-' The beauty of
holiness '-is muchin the lips; you will notice, of men now-a-days'
who are seeking to graft on our Protestant formularies some of the
chief errors, because ceremonies, of the Church of Rome. I say
errors because ceremonies of the Church of Rome, inasmuch as all
the ceremonies of the Church of Rome are inherently erroneous.
, RITUAL is but the gilded shell in which the kernel of poison is hidden
away, and as surely, dear hearers, as you find in our Protestant
Churches, a disposition to depart from the Protestant simplicity
of our Book of Common Prayer, and to graft on ceremonies and
forms which have no place whatever in that scriptural compilation,
you may take it for granted that there is some error lurking in the
pulpit which sooner or later will manifest itself in the public teaching
of him who occupies it. 'Beware, there/ore, I earnestly and affectionately exhort you, of the least departure tram that simplicity, of worship
in which we hitherto have been privileged to enjoy so large a measure
of GOD'S holy presence. I speak with some earnestness on this poi~t,
because I dropped the hint just now that some of my own dear
brethren in the ministry, who preached a full Gospel for many years,
men who feared not hitherto 'the face of clay' (as the great
Reformer John Knox once spoke), are now turning aside publicly
from that simplicity of worship which they once maintained, while
the testimony of their pulpits is becoming toned down, its distinctiveness ,lost, and the purity of the Gospel message adulterated.
Nor do I see how it can be otherwise; for once admit the principle
that natural taste, that fleshly preference, is an influential element
in our worship of GOD, then surely every minister is entitled to ,be
a' law unto himself, and to determine how much there shall be of
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these unspiritual things in his own congregation. Let us again
bless GOD unitedly, therefore, that this mercy-no common mercy
-has been vouchsafed to us hitherto, that we have maintained
the simplicity and the spirituality of GOD'S worship in this place in
strict accordance with the teaching of the Book of Common Prayer.
~' What, therefore, ma,y I ask, is to be the fnture of GOD'S Church
at St. David)? I look forward with hopeful confidence to the
labours of him who is shortly to take my place in your midst. On
this day fortnight, if the LORD permit, the Rev. Richard Hoare (recently the vicar of Woodside, near Leeds) will come amongst you.
He has been elected unanimously by those God-fearing men who
.had the appointment of your minister in their trust. He who comes
here in the name of JEHOVAH and of His truth is not one who is
ashamed of the Gospel of the Grace of GOD. He has endured much
hardness for that Gospel's sake, and has hitherto maintained, what
I have sought to maintain, a simple worship, though in the midst
of such opposition as has not been my lot; and, therefore, I look
forward, I say, with confidence to the LORD'S continued blessing
upon His word and His work in your midst.
" And now, dear hearers, you and I are called to separate to-night
in the mysterious providence of the Most High. This, doubtless,
is a small matter in His sight Who sees not as we see, for we behold
but the present moment to mourn it, we see but the present circumstances to deplore them, while He knows the end Who ordained our
present lot. That which to us appears to be in itself the chief event
is, in His purpose, but a necessary link, for every link in GOD'S
chain of everlasting purpose is a necessary link. The least event,
the smallest circumstance, in the history of anyone of His people
is an event or circumstance essential to the perfection of GOD'S
everlasting plan. For that link to be broken were to break the
whole ch~in. There is a saying which some of you understand,
that a rope is strong at its weak point-that is, the full measure
of its strength is its weakness. So I may say with regard to GOD'S
great plans, viewed in the light I now present them in~as a chain
of many links-their strength and prefection and success as a whole
are bound up in each little event; and as my removal from your
~dst to-night is one event or circumstance in the strong chain of
Divine purpose, you at the last, as GOD'S redeemed, seeing light in
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His light and reading His dealings according to His own interpretation of them, will have reason to say,' How blessed, how faithful
of our GOD, to have removed our pasto1;..and to have taken away
our shepherd from us. Oh, how little we understood it then, and
how little GOD'S minister understood it; but all was well.' Dear
hearers, 'GOD is His own interpreter, and He will make plain '
all His dealings in us, and through us, and by us. Ours it is to
'Commit our way unto the Lord.' Our thoughts shall be
established; His purposes shall be brought to pass, and we shall all
bless Him, as with one heart and one voice, that He dealt with us
as He is now doing.
" Suffer now, a word in conclusion, by way of brief exhortation.
" You will remember, my people, that for nine years I ceased not
to warn every one of you of your state by nature, that by nature
you were all even as others, 'children of wrath,' that I warned you
of'the 00nsequences of that state-' children of wrath,' exp~sed to
the righteous vengeance of a sin-hating GOD. I warned you that
there was but one way, one door of escape from that wrath, that the
LORD JESUS CHRIST is that one way. All who ever sought to
escape otherwise were disappointed and deceived. ' I am the door:
all that ever came before Me were thieves and robbers. 'I am the
door: by Me if any man enter in he shall be saved, and shall go in
and out and find pasture.' I warned you earnestly and affectionately, prayerfulIy, and perseveringly, that a mere profession of
godliness would profit nothing in the hour of death and in the day
of judgment. I warned you that your lot is cast in perilous times
when the way of the world is to make a profession of discipleship
and to name the name of CHRIST without departing from -iniquity.
I warned you earnestly, affectionately, prayerfulIy, and now, for
the last time, that except your religion be the religion of ' a new
heart and a right spirit,' that except your experience be that of a
sinner washed in the blood of GOD'S I'AMB, that except your righteousness be the righteousness of JEHOVAH-JESUS, your religion is
your condemnation! I warn you, once more, as though with my
last breath, that except you be 'new creatures' in CHRIST JESUS,
except' old things have passed away and aB things have become
new,' you are' of all men the most miserable.' Far better never to
have known the way of righteousness than, having known it, to
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live as the world lives. Ah! there shall be those at the last who
shall stand before the great white throne and have to meet the
searching eye of infinite justice in the presence of the enthroned
LAMB of GOD, who shall, by way of excuse, say' LORD,LoRD, we
worshipped in thy Name; we worked in Thy Name; we were
acknowledged on earth as helonging to Thee; our praise was in
the Churches; we were sought after by Thine own people; we
made long prayers, and our profession was one known by all around
us '; to whom He upon the throne, He to Whom all authority in
heaven and earth belongs, shall answer, "I never knew you.
Depart from Me, ye' workers of iniquity. I never knew you.' Ah!
hearers, this is the sum total of the whole matter. Does He know
you? Are you known of the LORD"~ To be known of the Lord is
Spirit-wrought conviction of sin. To be known of the LORD isa
willingness to give up all self-righteousness and to renounce all
trust even in best works! To be naked and know it. To be poor
and confess it! To be helpless and own it, and to look only unto
JESUS for pardon, for peace, for acceptance, for justification, for
instruction, for preservation, and for glorification! Does He thus
know you? Oh!" you have heard the word often. It is my
privilege to preach it here to-night once more. You see I aim at
being plain. Still would I be the plain preacher wherever I go, lest
I deceive souls. With all plainness of speech I once more press this
question upon your obsenration :-Does the LORD -JESUS CHRIST
know you, my people ~ Does He know you as His ~ for' the
LORD knoweth them that are His.' This is that foundation of the
Lord which standeth sure. The Lord does know them that are His ;
and let everyone who knows the LORD, who names His Name as
being one of" His, manifest that knowledge~that most excellent
knowledge of CHRIST JESUS the LORD, by walking humbly, by
walking trustingly, by walking holily. Let everyone, without
exception, that nameth the Name of Christ, depart hom iniquity."
"And now it but remains that with heaviness of heart I ' commend
you to GOD and to the word of His grace, which is able to build
you up and to give you an inheritance among all them that are
sanctified.' The LORD bless you, and keep you. The LORD make
His face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. The LORD
lift the light of His countenance upon you, ,and keep you in peace
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continually. Nor shall prayer be wanting, beloved, on your behalf
when distance separates us, and circumstances divide. May I ask,
need I ask, the continued supplications of the LORD'S remembrancers, for myself and for the sphere of duty upon which, in the
course of some five months from this time, I may enter 1 Our
times are in His hands. I may never enter upon another sphere of
duty. I am ready meanwhile to preach the Gospel. anywhere,
wherever the LORD opens a door of utterance for His message.
In the meantime, hold me up, fellow-believers, in the arms of your
., faith at the mercy-seat; and let us have one heart about this
matter, that the bread which has been cast upon the waters these
nine years in this place may be found after many days. One, and
another, and another have come forward quite recently to assure
me how GOD has blessed His word to the deliverance of their souls
from darkness, and how He has brought them into the light of
liberty; not merely to hope upon CHRIST, but to enjoy li.berty in
the Gospel. I believe in the power of GOD'S Gospel so much as this,
that there are many more who have received the Word in thIs place,
in the life-giving power of the Holy Ghost, of whom I never have
heard, nor shall hear, until we stand together as the co-redeemed
of the LAMB OF GOD at the right hand of the SHEPHERD!
" Yes! in that day the pastor's joy will be the souls given to himgiven to him in his ministry-given in the power of GOD'S quickening Spirit. Oh, happy privilege for anyone of GOD'S ministers to
meet there but one fellow-sinner saved by his instrumentality from
the wrath to come; but blessed, more blessed fltill, the promise
unto such as have been instrumental in turning many to righteousness, for they shall' shine as the stars for ever and ever.' Oh, that
the LORD might be pleased. to grant, for His own glory, for His own
great Name's sake, that a goodly company may be gathered out of
this place and from this spot in the day of CHRIST'S glorious
appearing. Yes! that He might see of the travail of His soul in
not a few here, has been a constant prayer of mine, and that prayer,
GOD helping me, shall not cease.
" And now, dear children of GOD, we shall meet round His table
who is all our salvation and all our desire, to break bread for the
last time, as pastor and people, by the way in this the house of our
pilgrimage. Let us take heart, then, though we separate, and
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look forward to the better day of communion, when the congregation shall not break up, and the CHIEF SHEPHERD shall not go out,
but when SHEPHERD and sheep, the CHIEF PASTOR and the flock,
shall remain in eternal communion, in everlasting fellowship; the
SHEPHERD rejoicing in His portion-the sheep; the flock, redeemed,
rejoicing in their portion-the SHEPHERD; each beholding perfection
in the other; for, glorious truth! the perfection of our GOD is
predestinated to be manifested in His Church, and there shall He
be for ever admired. According to the Book, ' He shall come to be
glorified in His saints and to be admired in,' not by, but 'in all
them that believe.'
" Once more; often I have told you that the Church of GOD,
redeemed with the blood of CHRIST out of all nations and languages
and peoples, is predestinated to be tlie medium of showing forth
the exceeding riches of GOD'S glory; angels and principalities and
powers being the everlasting spectators. Oh, what a glorious hope!
Oh, what a blessed portion! Oh; what a Divine joy, therefore,
fellow-believers, awaits us, a joy which at any moment may be
revealed; for the word of His sure promise is this :-' SALVATION,
READY TO BE REVEALED IN THE LAST TIME.'
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" LORD JESUS, are we ONE with Thee
o height, 0 depth of love!
With Thee we died upon the Tree,
In Thee we live above!
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" 0 teach us, Lord, to know and own
This wondrous mystery,
That Thou with us art truly ONE,
And we are ONE with Thee!
" Soon, soon shall come that glorious day,
When, seated on Thy throne,
Thou shalt to wondering worlds display
That Thou with us art ONE! "
CLIFTON, BRISTOL.
March 21st, 1914. \

THE EDITOR.

(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)
The Lord's Supper followed this sermon, when about 130 of the people of
God kept the feast of praise and thanksgiving.
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THE RISEN JESUS APPEARING WHEN THE MORNING
. WAS COME.
II

But when the rrwrning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore."-

xxi. 4.
THIS appearance of Jesus to His disciples is described as " the third
time that Jesus showed Himself to His disciples, after that He was
risen from the dead" (v. 14). His first appearance took place on
the evening of the day on which He rose from the dead. The
second occurred on the following Lord's day, when Thomas was
with them, and this is the third. The Lord had also appeared to
Mary Magdalene, to Peter, and to the two disciples who were going
to Emmaus, besides showing Himself to some of the women as they
were returning from the sepulchre, but this is the third time that
He appeared to a large number of His disciples at once. The scene
of this appearance was "the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of
Tiberias" (chapters vi. 1 ; xxi. 1). All the other appearances were
in or near Jerusalem. Our Lord, however, had said, " After I am
risen agai.n, I will go before you into Galilee." Hence many of His
disciples had left Jerusalem, and had taken up their abode in
Galilee, in anticipation of meeting Him there (Matt. xxvi. 32;
xxvii.i. 7, 16). While waiting, however, for the appointed day of
meeting to arrive, Petersaid, "I go a fishing." Waiting times are
not intended to be idle times. The Lord's people are now waiting.
A day has been appointed, though the exact time is not known to
them, when they shall be "caught up, to meet the Lord in the air."
For that glorious day they are waiting. They are" waiting for
the coming (Gr. revelation) of our Lord Jesus Christ." Meanwhile, however, they are to be busy in the work of the Lord. He
says to them, "Occupy till I come." The suggestion of Peter as
to fishing was taken up by the six disciples who were with him.
They said, "We also go with thee," but, "that night they callght
nothing." We are often made to realize our own helplessness in
the work of the Lord. "But when the morning was now come,
Jesus stood on the shore," and He called to them, "Have ye any
meat 1" And they answered, "No." Then He said to them,
JOHN
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" Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.
They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the
multitude of fishes." Their net was "full. of great fishes, an
hundred and fifty and three." No wonder that the "disciple
whom Jesus loved" said unto Peter, "It is the Lord." None but
He could work so wonderful a miracle.
So, if men are caught in the Gospel net, if dead sinners are
quickened and saved, let all spiritual fishermen be ready to own,
"This is the Lord's doing." We may cast forth the Gospel net,
but He alone can fill it. We may sow the seed of the Word of the
Gospel, but He alone can give the increase. " Follow Me (He says),
and I will make you fishers of men."
Observe now, first, that the Lord appeared to His disciples at an
unexpected time.
It was a surprise visit. They knew He was coming to meet them
at a mountain in Galilee, but they did not expect Him on this
occasion. It was an unexpected appearance of Him Whom' they
loved, and His manifestation brought unexpected blessing. Is it
not often the case now that the Lord pays surprise visits to His
people ~ True, He is always with them, but there are times when
He unexpectedly and strikingly manifests His presence, and bestows
His blessings. We know He will be true to His promises, but He
often does more abundantly for us than we have asked or thought.
His "surprising grace" brings special joy to the hearts of His
people.
Secondly, He appeared to His disciples at an opportune time.
They had toiled all night and taken nothing. They were doubtless
tired, disappointed, and cast down, and it was just at this juncture
that He appeared. This is the Lord's way with His people. "He
knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust," and in
tender sympathy for us He appears when we most need His felt
presence. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego never felt the need
of His presence more than when they were cast into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace, and it was in that terrible time of trial that
He appeared, walking with them in the midst of the fire. How
opportunely He appeared to the poor widow of Nain. " When He
came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man
carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and
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much people of the city was with her. And when the Lord saw her,
He had compassion on her; and said unto her, Weep not." Then
by the sovereignty of His power He restored her son to life, and
brought unspeakable joy to her heart. It was when His disciples
had come to an end of their own resources that the Lord appeared.
All their efforts had failed and all hope of success for the time being
had gone. Then it was that He said, "Cast the net on the right
side of the ship, and ye shall find." The result showed that the
blessing bestowed was wholly of the Lord. We need ever to
acknowledge that "Of Him, and through Him, and to Him are
all things: to Whom be glory for ever. Amen" (Rom. xi. 36).
It is "when He seeth that their power is gone " that He puts forth
His own power (Deut. xxxii. 36).
Thirdly, He appeared to His disciples in the morning.
"When the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore."
Every period of trial in the case of God's people is a night time,and
hence every deliverance is in tM morning. " Weeping may endure
.for a night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Psa. xxx. 5). How
beautiful is the marginal rendering of Psa. xlvi. 5! "God is in the
midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her when the
morning appeareth." It was" about the fourth watch of the night"
(i.e., in the morning) that" He cometh unto them, walking upon
the sea." That coming brought deliverance. Before," the wind
was contrary unto them," but when He" went up unto them into
the ship" "the wind ceased" (Mark vi. 48, 51). There is another
morning which will surpass in brightness and brilliance all the
mornings of our present experience; We are instructed to "take
heed" to the" sure word of prophecy," "until the day dawn."
" The night (preceding that day) is far spent," and" the day is at
hand." For the morning of that day the redeemed people of God
are looking. The fullness of their deliverance will be on the morning
of the resurrection day. Then" the upright shall have dominion
over them in the morning" (Psa. xlix. 14). Then the Lord will
appear to their joy. His presence will be recognized by all His
beloved disciples, and they shall virtually say one to another, "It
is the Lord," and, "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him,
and He will save us; this is the Lord; we have waited for Him,
we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 9).
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Looking further into the narrative of our Lord's appearance to
His disciples on this occasion, we may notice four reasons why He
appeared to them.
First, He appeared to sympathize with them. The Lord's people
are in constant need of the tender sympathy of their great High
Priest. He is One Who can be "touched with the feeling of our
infirmities." He knew the circumstances of His seven devoted
followers on this occasion. He knew of their long toil and He knew
of their failure, and, in order to manifest His sympathy for them
He " stood on the shore." Let us not forget that He is the" same
Jesus" now. His heart is still full of compassion for His struggling,
and sometimes disappointed and dejected people. Fear not, He
will give you fresh reason to praise and magnify His name.
Secondly, He appeared to guide them. They needed guidance
as to their next step, and He gave them the needed direction.
" Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They
cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multi·
tude of fishes." The Lord's spiritual fishermen need guidance.
They do not know where the fish are whom the Lord designs to
catch. The chosen people of God are scattered abroad in different
parts of the fiea of this world. Peter was guided to Cornelius, Paul
was guided to Lydia, and the guiding hand of the great Shepherd
of the sheep is c(:mtinually needed if the lost sheep are to be brought
into the fold. He knows them that are His, and by His providential
leadings He will " bring" all the" other sheep" given Him by the
Father that they may be manifested amongst the "one flock"
for which He laid down His life. How important it is that spiritual
fishermen should look for His guidance in all their labours for Him,
and that they should be " ready to every good work" to which He
may call them. We may expect blessing if we acquiesce in His will
as to the work in which we engage.
Thirdly, He appeared to encourage them. Fishing is often
discouraging work. We saw a fisherman at Paignton who had juSt
caught a large fish, and he told us that often fishermen were cheered
if in the course of an afternoon they only had" a bite," let alone
a catch. Much patience is needed by those who are fishers of men,
but the Lord frequently puts forth His power and cheers them by
giving them encouraging results.
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Lastly, He appeared for the purpose of nourishing His people.
" As soon as they were come to land, they saw a fire oi: coals there
and fish laid thereon, and bread." And the Lord sa,id to them 1
" Come and dine." I:;; there not here a lesson for all workers in the
Lord's vineyard? There is a danger of being so absorbed in labour
for others that we neglect the spiritual food needed for. our own
sustenance. The Word of God is not only" seed to the sower,"
but" bread to the eater." He who sows the incorruptible seed of
the Word of God must also live upon it. "Thy words were found,
and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing
of mine heart" (Jer. xv. 16). "Come and dine," the Lord says in
effect to His people. He says that now, and hereafter, when He
appears "the second time without sin unto salvation," He will
welcome His people to "the marriage supper of the Lamb."
"When the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore."
Let us "watch for the morning."
" The gloomy night will soon be past,
The morning will appear;
The rays of blessed light at last
Each waiting eye will cheer.
" Thou bright and Morning Star, Thy light
Will to our joy be seen;
Thou, Lord, wilt meet our longing sight
Without a cloud between."-Tregelles.

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

SOMETIMES faith comes from prayer in triumph, and cries, " Victory."
It gives such a being and· existence to t4e mercy prayed for in the
Christian's soul, before any likelihood of it appears to sense and reason,
that the Christian can silence all his troubled thoughts with the
expectation of its coming. So Hannah prayed, "and was no more
sad" (1 Sam. i. 18). Yea, it will make the Christian disburse his
praises for the mercy long before it is received. Thus high faith wrought
in David. "What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee," and in
the next words, "In God I will praise His word;" that is, he would
praise God for His promise before there was any performance of it to
him, when it had no existence but in God's faithfulness and David's
faith. This holy man had such a piercing eye of faith that he could
see the promise when he was at the lowest ebb of misery; so certain
and unquestionable is the power and truth of God that he could then
praise God as if the promised mercy had been actually fulfilled to
him.-William Gurnall.
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" And on His head were many crowns."-REVELATION xix. 12.
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IT is written of King Solomon how" all the earth sought to" him,
" to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart" (1 Kings x.
24:). In the margin the Hebrew is rendered "sought the face of
Solomon." Who ever sought the face of another without desiring
favour? Is it not true, "In the light of the king's countenance, is
life; and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain"? And what a
lovely prayer did Solomo:n put up to the Lord at the consecration
of the temple: "Now therefore arise, 0 Lord God, into Thy resting
place, Thou, and the ark of Thy strength: let Thy priests, 0 Lord
God, be clothed with salvation, and let Thy saints rejoice in goodness.
o Lord God, turn not away the "face of Thine anointed; remember
the mercies of David Thy servant" (2 Ohron. vi. 4:1, 4:2).
What thousands turn out to see the, face of an earthly sovereign.
When our present king, some time ago, favoured our city with a
visit, vast numbers of his people assembled; yea, did not a whole
population seek to show their allegiance and give him a royal welcome?
" But I want to get near him; I want to see the king's face," repeatedly said a little girl at the fringe of the crowd, and when her desire
was gratified by being lifted high on her father's shoulders, afterwards
delighted in telling how she had" seen the king's face." What a
thrill of sacred joy the words of that tiny child gave to the writer
as she too thought of the inmost longing of her heart to be near Him,
to see His face Whom her soul loves and longs after. King George's
visit to Bristol on the occasion referred to was marked by its brevity.
He was only in the city for about two hours. And that was a great
honour. But all could not get near him. His loyal subjects could
not all be made known to him personally. It is not possible for
him to know the private, interests of the people over whom he rules,
though it is true he and his royal consort take a very tangiblean~
real interest in, and show true sympathy with, the people over whom
in the providence of God they are reigning. But after all an earthly
potentate can not possibly know all his .subjects. Most of them can
not see him face to face, and speak to him. He gratefully acknowledges the expressions of loyalty from the massed crowds wherever
he goes. He knows his people love him and have come out to do him
honour. But there it ends-and falls so far short in illustration.
Jesus, our King of kings, knows by name everyone of the subjects
of His kingdom; knows the circumstances and vicissitudes of each
and every moment of their lives; knows all. infinitely and overrules
all individually, In the sanctuary of His presence, He grants every
seeking one an audience; grants a pleasing sight of Himself by faith,
and face to face with a Mediator the sought-for word of pardon,
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peace, and blessing is obtained., Oh! to get near Him more often.
Oh! to touch His royal sceptre more frequently; to hear His words
of peace-speaking comfort and pardon. "Son-Daughter-thy sins
be forgiven thee." And if such be our happy portion, we seek again
and again to draw near. Often an earthly subject is favoured with
a royal interview just for a few brief minutes, and the king and that
subject never look one another in the face again on earth. But not
so with King Jesus. A coming sinner, a drawn saint, a needy believer,
a beggar crying for mercy, know what the blessedness is of hearing
the forgiving, peace-speaking word, and they are taught by happy
experience that without Him they" can do nothing," and that apart
from Him all is darkness,' cloud, sin, and failure. Therefore they
seek Him again and again. They find they must needs live at the
mercy-seat, encouraging their little faith to say-

f

"Thou' art coming to a Kipg,
Large petitions with thee bring,
For His grace and power are such,
None can ever ask too much."

They are shown that they may "come boldly unto the throne of
grace," to obtain mercy and find grace to help them in every time of
need.
Oh, yes! His saints know what it is to have been drawn thither.
.. Let the people draw near," is His all-gracious command. What
heart burnings it brings! What longings for more! What dissatisfaction in all else! What an overflow of desire, as, like Peter, they
exclaim, " Lord, it is good for us to be here."
"Not a brief glance I beg, a passing word,
But as Thou dwelt with Thy disciples, Lord;
Familiar, condescending, patient, free;
Come not to sojourn, but abide with me."

And like the two favoured disciples on the road to Emmaus, they
constrain Him to " abide" with them.
These are experiences made attainable. to all the children of God,
the pilgrims and strangers here. They are journeying" from strength
to strength." They are favoured with sustaining, keeping grace
which will look yet again when they are mourning an absent Lord.
They seek after Jesus, knowing there is no good to be found elsewhere.
And they are helped with a little hope to wait on, and they wait not
.in vain. They shall see His face "again" and their "heart shall
rejoice."
.
But these views of Jesus now by faith are transitory, and but
momentary ofttimes. Faith gets clouded, and we see the signs but
see not Him. Yet there is a Day coming, and near at hand, when all
shall see Him without a cloud between, see Him once and for ever,
needing to take no second look, but being ravished, satisfied, unutterably satiated. Surely in the light of the King's countenance there
is life, and that eternal, everlasting.
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" Therefore," wrote the saintly Rutherford to Fulwood the younger,
" come near and take a view of that transparent beauty that is in
Christ, which would busy the love of ten thousand millions of worlds
and angels, and hold them all at work. Surely I am grieved, that
men will not spend their whole love upon that Royal and Princely
Well-Beloved, that High and Lofty One; for it is cursed love that
runneth another way than upon Him. As for myself, if I had ten
loves and ten souls, oh! how glad would I be, if He should break in
upon me and take possession of them all. Woe, woe is me, that
He and I are so far asunder."
Now, beloved, our heart warms as we write of things touching the
King. Our thoughts expand, our affections bound out, and we would
fain be able to express His love and loveliness. We would see Jesus,
and see Jesus crowned. We shall see Him thus, some day, and
soon.
" On His head were many crowns." The 'beloved and favoured J,ohn
saw Him thus in the heavenly vision. He" saw heaven opened, and
behold a white horse; and He That sat upon him was called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness He doth judge and make war. His
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns, and
He had a name written, that no man knew, but He Himself. And He
was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood; and His name is called
the Word of God." This wonderful description of.Him upon Whose
" head were many crowns" leaves us in no doubt as to Whom the
Apostle saw. How rich in titles, even the titles given Him of His
Father, is the eternal Son, Whom the Holy Spirit ,sets forth. "His
name is called the Word of God." And in that Word do we not Bee
Him in His glorious characters, varied according to the circumstance,
perfect according to the need, and fully executing the Father's will
as such. So He is crowned with "many. crowns." This Glorious
One as seen in the A.pocalypse the crowned Faithful and True,
Was also the One Whose head was crowned with thorns. That holy,
harmless, undefiled One, separate from sinners, Who gave His cheek
to the smiters and His face to those who plucked off the hair, gave
His fair brow to the pricking thorns. " That was only the honour,"
said the late beloved J oseph Irons in one of his precious discourses on
"The Cruel Coronation," "belonging to the KiIlg of kings, Who,
though King of kings, was the Prince of sufferers; and this Prince
of suffererS was crowned with thl;iot curse which belonged to poor fallen
ruined sinners, and which must have crushed you and me into eternal
destruction, if He had not been crowned with jt. Have we never
read; that He was, ' made a curse for us,' because it is written, ' Cursed
is everyone that hangeth on a tree' ~ And if in all things our Jesus
must have the pre-eminence, I a,m sure He must have it here, for He
was' crowned with thorns.' Blessed be His Name, that while He
now and then only permits a thorn to scratch one's little finger, His
holy brow, His precious head, His lovely face were covered with the
gore produced by His crown of thorns. And yet the Holy Sufferer
14
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had foreseen all this; He knew it to be the very portion. He had
volnntarily engaged for; He endured. the cross and bore the curse
in order to take it away, that His Church should never have to endure
its consequences."
Yes, He foreknew it. all, and had given Himself, subjected Himself,
to be " made sin for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him.~' True it was the traitor who had
priced that precious head at " thirty pieces of silver," and" betrayed
innocent blood." and whose. followers placed that crown of thorns
upon that fair, that holy brow. But He had said to one who gave
Him up, " Thou couldest have no power at all against Me, except it ,
were given thee from above." It was all to fulfil the counsel of God
and to execute the determinate Divine will of the eternal Three. And
He was· rightly, though in derision, called" King." A tormenting
governor might write as the superscription, "This is Jesus the King 0/
the ·Jews." but Pilate was under constraint and he could not alter it.
"What I have writt,en, I have written." Our souls ponder that
awful scene! .The Holy One hanging there, the curse of God, the
object of ridicule and hellish blal;1phemies. "No sorrow like" His
sorrow; no treatment to the most abject criminal ever like this.
" He hath filled Me with bitterness, He hath made me drunken with
wormwood." And yet this was all according to the determinate
foreknowledge and counsel of God : and that His King should thus
be set upon His " holy hill of Zion." And"The head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now,
A royal diadem adorns
The mighty Victor's brow."
It was thus by His holy and perfect obedience to His Father He weaved
His crown of rightful authority and absolute Kingship. He wrought
a royal and mighty salvation for His chosen people, and His Church
crowns Him with fine gold. "His head is as the most fine gold"
(Song of Solomon v. 11). "Most. fine gold"! Divinity stamps His
brow. Everyone will see Him and have to own Him King of kings
and Lord of lords sooner or later. But the Church now exults in
her living adorable Head and sees there the "most fine gold"-all
-the glory that He had with the Father before the world was; all the
glory that was His by right and purchase, and all the glory that He
wrought out by His holy obedience, Hill great salvation work.
" Many crowns "~ Yes, as many-and more-as in the Word of God
are His titles of Kingship. He has been pleased to call Himself the
King oj.Jacob, to associate His sovereignty and supreme help, with His
worm Jacob. And it is as King of Jacob He graciously, compassionately and tenderly addresses His pity to encourage the fainting J acob.
"Fear not, thou worm Jacob." Oh, what· grell-t and wondrous
condescension! Will not His poor, weak, halting Jacobs delight to
crown Him their King!
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He is called also the King of Isr,ael. The name Jacob-a wormchanged to " Israel; for as a prince hast thou power with God and
with men, and hast prevailed.," He was the King of Israel, His
people. "Born King "-a Saviour, the Saviour Jesus-EmmanueL
I t was a glorious title He took to Himself, that of King of His people;
Israel. And truly great was that Holy One in the midst of them.
And He could speak with authority. "Thus saith the Lord the King
of Israel, and His Redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I
am the last; and beside Me there is no God" (Isa. xliv. 6). And the
prophet Zephaniah (iii. 15) by Divine inspiration gives the same glorioull
title, " The King of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee," whilst
it is blessedly reserved for New Testament times for the called Nathanael
to declare the spotless lovely Lamb of God under this name which
ever associated Him with His chosen people. "Nathanael answered
and saith unto Him, Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the
King of Israel" (John i. 49).
Then we have Him viewed under the title King of Salem-that is,
Peace. He was the Messiah King, Whose reign should usher in
peace through His life. Pe~ce breathed from Calvary's cross; peace
He bequeathed His own ere He parted from them, and peace was
breathed upon them by Him Who ever liveth.
'
And He is justly entitled King of saints. Is not His Kingly office
as such all gloriousin His power and willingness to save and succour
them-to be their King ~ Will not everyone of His subjects acknowledge by constraining grace: "Just and right are.all Thy ways, Thou
King of saints ~' ?
He is King of nations also. "Who would not fear Thee, 0 King of
,nations ~ for to Thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all the
wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like
unto Thee" (Jer. x. 7). And if the Lord hath brought forth the
weapons of His indignation, oh! how solemn a title this is. If He,
the King of nations, arise and open His armoury, how great, how
fearful, how complete, the visitations of His judgments. God hath
set His King upon His holy hill, and well may the nations" be silent
before Him," This is He of Whom Daniel the prophet declares
(chap. ii. 44), "And in the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom,. which shall never be destroyed: and the
kingl1lom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break' in pieces
and consume all ~hese kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever." All
,nations, and kings, and people, and rulers, must pass away and be
consumed off the earth. But the reign of Jesus, the King of His
people, shall endure everlastingly. These will acknowledge Him,
ascribe to Him all the greatness, as they shout the song of victory
and triumph, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them
up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory ~ The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory.
,Selah" (Psa. xxiv. 9, 10).
And then see yet another reference to the everlasting Kingship of
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Jesus. "God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of
the earth" (Psa. lxxiv. 12); "This is He Who was born King"
that He should save His people from their sins. And see with delight
and complacency how" immortal honours will for ever rest upon that
Divine brow." "Many crowns" indeed shall rest upon His head.
Let each of us ask of himself, Do I see Jesus crowned 1 Do I delight
to crown Him Lord of all 1 My soul, with what dost thou crown
Jesus ~ Is the crown of His mediatorial rights the delight of thy
meditation and grateful contemplation, as thy, heart says, "Who
loved me, and gave Himself for me "~ Dear reader, are you viewing
Him in the crown of grace and giving Him all-yes, to the utmost
farthing-all the glory of your salvation 1 Are you daily and hourly
praising Him that He has made you a willing captive, a glad subject
of His kingdom 1 Are you glad that His grace has so completely
conquered that He is holding you by His right hand without resistance,
to govern you and yours 1 and that the minutest circumstance of
your life is subject to His control, and that Jesus is King of all your
daily life and its goings 1 Oh! blessed condition if it be so !
And whilst we are contemplating this precious thought of God
being "my King," the King, Prince, Saviour, to give repentance
unto His people, we may dwell on another precious truth. Jesus is
likewise called by His Father, "My King." He speaks thus when
viewing "the kings of the earth," and "the rulers" of the earth
setting themselves to "take counsel together against the Lord and
against His Anointed." "Let us break their bands asunder, and cast
away their cords from us," say they. But what saith Jehovah ~
Oh, can there be more solemn words on the page of Holy Writ than
these ~ "He That sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord
[Adonai] shall have them in derision. Then shall He speak unto them
in His wrath, and vex them in His sore displeasure. Yet have I set
My King upon My holy hill of Zion." God's King, and likewise your
King, beloved fellow-believer, and mine. Oh! how great the condescension. How marvellous the mercy! How matchless the grace!
And sweet the moments when gracious faith can apply herself to her
safe hiding place and say with holy confidence, " Thou art my King,
o God: command deliverances for Jacob" (Psa. xliv. 4).
And this gracious, glorious, merciful, and loving King of Whom,
our souls delight to write, is the everlasting King. "In the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which should
never be destroyed . . . and it shall stand for ever" (Dan. ii. 44).
Shall not the language of our souls be, " Arise, anoint Him: for this
is He," and in the consideration of it, shall not our hearts make merry,
as we contemplate Him upon Whose head are these many and rightful
crowns, for He is alone worthy.
The King of the Jews; the King of Jacob; the King of Israel;
the King of Salem'; the King of saints; the King of nations; my
King; the King of kings; the King of glory; the everlasting King.
The redeemed saints in Immanuel's land will seek to outvie
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each other in giving all ,the honour, praise, and glory to their King.
Shall we not now take up the song iD' glad anticipation and"Crown Him with many crowns,
. The. Lamb upon His throne:
Hark I how the heavenly anthem drowns
All music but its own:
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him Who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity."

R.

.. STRONG IN THE LORD.".
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OH, what a confusion is this to Satan, that he should labour to blow
out a poor spark, and yet should not be able to quench it; that a
grain of mustard seed should be stronger than the gates of hell; that
it should be able to remove mountains of oppositions and temptations
cast up by Satan and our rebellious hearts between God and us.
Abimelech could not endure that it should be said a woman had slain
him (Judges ix. 54), and it must needs be a torment to Satan that a
weak child, a woman, and a decrepit old man should by a spirit of faith
put him to flight. Since there is such comfort where there is a little
truth of grace that it will be so victorious, let us oft try what God hath
wrought in us, search our good as well as our ill, and be thankful to
God for the least measure of grace, more than for any outward things;
it will be of more use and comfort than all this world, which passeth
away and cometh to nothing. Yea, let us be thankful for that promised
and assured victory which we may rely on without presumption as
St. Paul doth: .. Thanks be to God, Which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. xv. 57). See a flame in a spark,
a tree in a seed; see great things in little beginnings; look not so
much to the beginning, as to· the perfection, and so we shall be in some
degree joyful in ourselves and thankful unto Christ. Neither must
we reason from a denial of a great measure of grace, to a denial of
any at all in us; for faith and grace stand not in an indivisible point,
so as he that hath not such and such a measure hath none at all; but
as there is a great ,breadth between a spark and a flame, so there is
a great wideness between the least measure of grace and the greatest;
and he that hath the least measure is within the compass of God's
eternal favour; though he be not a shining light, yet he is a smoking
wick, which Christ's tender care will not suffer Him to quench.
THE REV.

DR.

SIBBES.

As such who are poor in spirit and truly humbled do live upon God's
alms, and are daily at His doors for relief of their necessities and for
communion with His gracious goodness; so shall they thrive well in
this trade. "Your heart shall live that seek God."-David Dickson
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PORTRAIT.

REV. C. B.

SNEPP, LL.M.

(Vicar of Perry Barr, Birmingham.)

In loving memory of our dear brother in the LORD,
whose deeply interesting and instructive articles on the
HOLY. LAND are now appearing in this MAGAZINE.
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NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED' RECENTLY' AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT,
BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.

" I have remembered Thy name, 0 Lord, in the night, and have kept
Thy law. This I had, because I kept Thy precepts."-PSA. ext."\::.
55, 56.
THERE are one hundred and seventy-six verses in this Psalm, and these
are divided into groups of eight verses, and ~ach verse of each group
begins in the Hebrew original with the same letter, the identical letter
of the alphabet used at the head of each group. There are twentytwo letters in the Hebrew alphabet, so that eight times that number
together make one hundred and seventy-six:-the number of verses in
the Psalm, which is a peculiarly precious one. One feature of this
inspired Psalm is that it is the utterance of one person, one worshipper,
one whose heart is right with God, and the Psalm is written in the first
person; chiefly. He was taught of God the Holy Ghost, and was
therefore a true and acceptable worshipper. With these few preliminary observations, dear friends, we turn now to our text, the
55th and 56th verses of this Psalm. "I have remembered Thy name,
o Lord, in the night"-he was a night worshipper-through the hours
of darkness and silence a worshipper, " and have kept Thy law. This
I had, because "-this is his belief-" I kept Thy precepts." Now,
may the Lord open out to us this precious portion of His Word. "I"yes, he is, as I said, a solitary worshipper, he is for the most part not
associated with others-in spirit yes, but not in words. He has a case
of his own, a case into which the Holy Ghost enters, and his worship
is beautiful. He has liberty granted him. "I have remembered
Thy name." Who reminded him ~ Who brought back to his soul
the.remembrance, the knowledge of the Object of his worship ~ "Thy
name, 0 Jehovah:~ yes, that precious Name. He is a true worshipper,
he worships the Trinity in Unity, the precious Three, the holy Three,
the indivisible Three. "I have remembered Thy name, 0 Jehovah,
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in the night." Night prayers are very precious when they are offered
in the solitariness of the chamber, when access is granted by the Holy
Spirit Who sees in .the dark as well as in the light. Oh, how blessed
all this is, when God, the Author of··all true worship, opens the closed
door, and the eye of the faith of the worshipper 'sees in God's light and
he speaks as well as sees, and gives us the sum total of his worship.
"I have remembered"-·he was a remembrancer, he was deeply
taught the deep and living things of God the Father, G.od the Sonthe God-Man-and God the Holy Ghost. "I have remembered Thy
name "-that marvellous Name, that surpassing Name-" in the
night." Oh yes, the Holy One hears and sees and communes with
His dear people through the dark watches of the night. Do you, dear
friends, value midnight prayers ~ Do you get special liberty given
you, administered by the Holy Spirit during those hours of silence
and darkness when the Lord draws nigh, very nigh, to His dear, dear
people who are slumbering, or sleeping, or keeping watch ~ They are
sacred hours which the Lord employs thus, and He gives His people
liberty in giving testimony to this freedom of access, and to these
thoughts concerning Himself. How deep are these thoughts, administered by the Holy Spirit, acceptable in God's sight, and very precious.
Have you had such times and seasons in the night, dear children of
God ~ Prize them very highly. They are not to be had without
much difficulty, painful difficulty. Oh, those silent hours of night are
God-given precious gifts, and He draws nigh in the chamber alongside
the worshipping spirit and holds fellowship in the dark with such an
one, in the dark, yes, but yet spiritually in the light. When He manifests Himself all is light. He chases away the hours of darkness and
giveth more light. Restful, restful times are they then. Value them
highly, very very highly. God delights in these chamber prayers.
Then are they no hours of silence, but of deep thought, and meditation,
and communion, He with His saints and they with Him their Lord;
memorable nights are these.. "And have kept Thy law "-,-have
reflected on the gift of the things Thou hast revealed to the individual
soul of the worshipper. Throughout this portion it is the same solitary
worshipper. ". I have remembered "-" I think much and often on
Thy name, how precious, 0 Lord, is Thy Name! "
When Thou givest songs in the night Thy people sing them, not
audibly, necessarily, but the waiting saints sing these silent songs and
the ear of Jehovah hears accurately.' He understands thougp. His
people be unable to utter a word vocally. He hears the desirel! of
their hearts, He knows the longing of their souls and satisfies them.
Oh, how precious are His thoughts when He gives them, when He
suggests th.em and enables His people to enter into them and hope in
His mercy till He appear for them. "This I had "~an answer. We
speak of his experience, and mutually sympathize with him in that
experience, and the Lord does too. Oh, these solemnseasori.s between
the devout soul and the living God, how precious they are! Qh,when
He gives peace who can jar that peace ~ Who can mar it ~ When
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He giveth peace who can interfere with it ~ If the I,ord will speak
peaceably to His people they can rejoice. "This I had, because I
kept Thy precepts;" he went to the root of the matter, he did not
wait in vain for the living God. Oh, what a sweet testimony is this!
o Lord Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, I have sweet communion with Thee, and none can take it 'away, none can mar it; none
reverse it. The Lord is of one gracious mind, and who can turn Him ~
He knows the thoughts His worshipping child has on his bed through
the long hours, it may be hours of pain, of mental distress, but there is
somethirig secret which sweetens all, and the Lord turns the captivity
·of His dear waiting child and sende him " beauty for ashes." You
know something of that, do you, dear children of God ~ He can give
in abundance" beauty for ashes "-1'/,ature may look at it as ashes, as
death-but He changes the hours of difficulty, darkness and distress
into the joy of the Lord.
Nature can not keep God's precepts, nature can not rejoice in them.
It is the secret of the Lord, which is with His chosen people. Can
you say as much as that, say thankfully as much as that, This I had,
because I kept Thy precepts" ~ Oh, if you go to bed sleepless, ask
the Lord to grant you a season of clear shining that if it please Him
it may no longer be darkness with your soul, but a time of brightness.
If He give" beauty for ashes," none can reverse it. Trust in the Lord,
rely on His faithfulness, ask Him to make it a time of light every
night, and it may be the Lord's pleasure to hear your prayers and
grant you a succession of such times. Ask, and ask largely, and oftenyou can not overburden Him by multiplying your requests. He will
answer, in sweetness. He will give you liberty and gladness and a
time of relief, which will be surprising when He does it, lovingly as
can be. The hours of darkness are chased away when the Lord uplifts
the light of His countenance and says to the heart, H Be not afraid,
this is the hour of darkness and I know it." And if He know, as He
our heavenly Father does blOW, all will be well. It will be a time of
liberty and of gladness unspeakable with us. All these gifts are with
Himself. He giveth songs in the night, but it must be night to enjoy
these songs which the Lord gives. He multiplies His mercies. Be
not afraid. Your hope is in God, Jacob's God. I think of Jacob as a
poor, limping Jacob. If you have Jacob's God in Whom to hope He
will lead you gently to a place of plenty and of peace. He does not
give grudgingly or of necessity, He is Himself the cheerful Giver and
He loveth the cheerful giver, him who returns to give Him thanks
and to glorify Him for His faithfulness.
May the Lord bless you and give you happy, restful nights-times of
joy unspeakable and full of peace and plenty. This is a precious
Psalm.
I have remembered Thy name, 0 Lord, in the night, and have
kept Thy law." May you have memorable instances in your own
experience, dear children of God, to enable you to adopt this language
and say to His glory, "I too have remembered Thy name, 0 Lord,
in the night," in the power of it and the virtue of it. The night may
H
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be dark and cold, but still hold on and hope on. You are keeping,
are you 1 God's law in remembrance. Let it be your meditation'
continually-His holy doctrine. Oh, how love I, how delight I
in Thy law! God bless you to-night, and grant you grace to rest in
His promises, without doubting, evermore.
"FEAR THOU NOT."
NOTES OF A SERMON PREAOHED IN STRETTON CHURCH, ON SUNDAY
MORNING, MARCH 8TH, 1914, BY THE REV. WILLIAM I~USH, RECTOR.

" Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy
God~' I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness.'~-IsAIAH
xli. 10.
THIS is one of the exceeding great and precious promises which are
Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus, and if the Holy Spirit take of the things
of Christ and show them to our souls, we shall find the reality of ita
promise indeed. God's biddings are gracious enablings, and if He
bid the promise enter into us, we shall be enabled to receive the Truth
in the love of it.
Notice in the first place, that slavish fear runs parallel with the Fall,
for after it we find Adam saying, "I heard Thy voice in the garden,
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself" (Gen. iii. 10).
This fear attaches even to God's people, and with those of a nervous
temperament is more prominent than in others.. We find the disciples
partakers of it when during the storm on the Galilean lake they came
to Jesus with the cry, " Carest Thou not that we perish 1" To whom
He made answer, " Why are ye so fearful; how is it that ye have no
faith 1" Hence faith in a Covenant Jehovah is God's antidote to
this fear, which so often shows itself in the fear of man that bringeth
a snare.
The words of the text show the way God uses to drive it out. First,
"I am with thee." It was this that encouraged the Apostle Paul to
go into Macedonia, for in a vision the words 'Yere given to him, "I
am with thee, and no man shall set on 'thee to hurt thee" (Acts
xviii. 10). And Jacob in another vision received the words, " Behold,
I am with thee, and will keep thee." Hence the believer's safety as
" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation." It is this
our Collect expresses when it says, " 0 God, Who seest that we have
no power of ourselves to help ourselves, keep us both outwardly in
our bodies, and inwardly in our souls." This is what Jabez meant
when he prayed (1 Chron. iv. 10) : " Oh that Thou wouldest bless me
indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that Thine hand might be with
me "-the hand of power-" and that Thou wouldest keep me from
evil." Thus in our text we read, " I am with thee "-to keep thee.
Secondly, " Be not dismayed [or, fainthearted], for I am thy God"to guide thee, as we read in Psa. xlviii. 14: "This God is our God for
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ever and ever: He will be our guide even unto death."
prayer :-

Hence the

"Guide 'me, 0 Thou ~reat Jehovah,
Travelling through this wilderness."

Then come the three Covenant Wills of which the poet says:"Fenced by Jehovah's shalls and wills,
Firm as the everlasting hills."

"I will strengthen thee." Note throughout, the personality of these
promises, for it is th~ individual realization that alone can meet the
case of the exercised believer, and it is this that the enemy of our
souls would keep us from desiring.' But it is only when God leads us
into the need, of this personal applicat~on of the Truth to our souls,
that we can be said to know the Truth or to feel that it has made us
" free."
This strength is made perfect in weakness, as Paul was assured in
2 Cor. xii., and it was this he realized, not only in connection with the
thorn in the flesh, but when he uttered those memorable words, " At
my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: . . .
notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me"
(2 Tim. iv. 16, 17). If we would know the value of this strength
which is to be "strengthened in the inner man," we must turn to
Heb. xi., where we find that by means of faith the worthies of old
re out of weakness were made strong." Hence the poet says :~
" Weak as you are, you shall not faint,
Or fainting, shall not die;
Jesus, the strength of every saint,
Will aid you from on high.
" Though sometimes unperceived by sense,
Faith sellS Him always near,
A Guide, a Glory, a Defence,
Then what have you to fear? "

Next we read: "I will help thee." This implies the helplessness
of the creature, and answers to the poet's words :"Help of the helpless and the faint,
Where should I lodge my deep complaint? '
Where? but with Thee Whose open door
Invites the helpless and the poor."

This is help in trouble, as the Psalmist puts it: "God is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble" (Psa. xlvi. 1), and it is
sweetly coiroboratedby the words :"Did ever trouble yet befall,
And He refuse to hear thy call?
Doth not His word still pledged remain
That none shall seek His face in vain? "

'frouble is the consequence of sin, hence " man is born to trouble, as
the sparks fly upward," and in, some shape or form, in providence or
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grace, we shall never get rid of it till " death that puts an end to life
shall put an end to sin." Sometimes it comes in the shape of persecution, as the Apostle says, " We would not have you ignorant of our
trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed ou,t of measure,
above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: but we had
the sentence of death in ourselves" (1 Cor. i. 8,9). Sometimes in the
absence of spiritual light as to our own interest in Christ. "Who is
among you that feareth the Lord . . . that walketh in darkness; and
hath no light ~ " (Isa. 1. 10.) Sometimes these troubles press heavily,
as the Psalmist says, "I am troubled above measure: quicken me,
o Lord."
Next, "Yea, I will uphold thee." This secures the safety of the
believer. "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe"" (Psa. cxix.1l7),
so that in spite of our being ready to faint, we are enabled to say,
'~Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy: whenl fall, I shall arise;
when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me." We are
upheld amidst all, because the arms that are placed under us are
everlasting, and we are brought to feel, when like Peter we see the
waves boisterous and are beginning to sink,.
., How can I sink with such a prop
As bears the world and all things up?"
For the promise runs: "He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea,
in seven there shall no evil touch thee."
Observe how the believer is upheld, namely, with the right hand of
His righteousness. The right hand is the symbol of victory, as well
as of power. "His right hand, and His holy arm, hath gotten Himself
the victory." And how sweet the words that follow: "The Lord
bath made known His salvation: His righteousness hath He openly'
showed in the sight of the heathen," for my text says, "With the right
hand of My righteousness." Well may we say" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress."
" For this is His name whereby He shall be' called, The Lord our
righteousness," so that it may well be said, "In His days Judah shall
be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely." What a cluster of promises
'
does my text contain, and if-"vVhat these words aver,
The Holy Ghost apply,
The feeblest Christian shall not err,
Nor be deceived, nor die."
May you and I be found like the conies of which we read in Proverbs,
" The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the
locks" (Prov. xxx. 26), for note that it is of four" little" things it is
said, that they are" exceeding wise," or as the margin reads, "wise,
made wise." May the Scriptures do the same for us, which are able
to make us wise unto salvation through faith that is in Christ Jesus.
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"PRECIOUS IN MY SIGHT."
ISAIAH xliii. 4.
THIS is the'Edescription the Lord gives of His dear people.' Could
He place greater honour upon them than to describe them as precious
-of great price-very dear-very valuable? Thus He speaks of
every child of His; thus He describes every blood-bought son and
daughter in His family.
Let us for a few minutes endeavour by the power of the Holy Spirit
to see a little of the import of these blessed words; just a little, for
we shall never fully know till we shall be with Him and behold His
face in righteousness.
First, then, think Who lie is Who thus values us. The Lord That
made heaven and earth, the Lord That is illimitable in power and
unsearchable in holiness. The Lord at Whose command the earth
and heavens will in a moment dissolve away.. The Lord in Whose
sight a thousand years are but as yesterday. The Lord, the Omnipresent, Omnipotent, Omniscient J ehovah. He it is Who in His
sovereign unchanging love declares His redeemed people to be precious
in His sight.
Again, it is also asserted in His holy Word that the sovereign Lord
()f all is " of purer eyes than to behold evil," and can not " look on
iniquity," and" In Thy sight shall no man living be justified." Also,
" By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His'sight."
Now we know, dear Spirit-taught reader, oh! 80 well, that in us
dwelleth no good thing. We feel that every imagination of the heart
is evil continually. We know that sin exceedingly sinful permeates
our every thought and deed-sin against light, sin against love, sin
against holiness, sin through and through. How then can He Who
is of purer eyes than even to behold evil, speak of us as " precious"
in His sight? "The heavens are not clean in His sight." "The stars
are not pure in His sight. How much less man, that is a worm?
and the son of man, which is a worm ? "
Reverting to the fact of inbred sin and the continual practice of
sin, even when the Spirit hath quickened into new life, I would refer
to the diary of a good man who has been freed for many years from
the body of sin and death. He wrote: "There is a fountain within
me, and it casteth out sin. I am afraid to do, for then I do sin; I
am afraid not to do, for then I sin; 80 that whether I do or I do not,
I sin. What would become of me but for Jesus Christ my Lord, for
Whom I thank God and will thank Him." Later on he writes, after
confessing sin in most subtle shapes: "But I shall not die but live,
for Christ liveth." And, dear reader, knowing and feeling how inbred
sin is thus rooted in the very fibre of our being, it is marvellous that
we should stand in His sight, and not only so, but be precious in His
sight. How is it ? " How should man be just with God?" Ah! we
know that He, the Son of God, " was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him: and with His stripes we are healed." We know that" the
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Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all," and" for the tramlgression of My people was He stricken." Thus His righteousness is
upon us and our. guilt was upon Him. He bore all away by the
sacrifice of Himself. Thus we are one with Him and He with us.
Jesus Himself said, "Ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye
in Me, and I in you "-so united that we are one with Him and in
Him. "Your life is hid with Christ in God." "By Him all that
believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified
by the law of Moses." "There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus.''' "If God be for us, who can be
against us ~ He That spared not His own Son, but delivered Him
up for us all "-" delivered Him up ", oh! what a sovereign display
of love; His own Son spared not. It is more than yielding, more
than passive assent; it is deliberate action. "He That spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things ~ Who shall lay any thing to the
charge of God's elect ~ It is God That justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth ~ It is Christ That died, yea rather, That is risen again,
Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also maketh intercession
for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ~ . . . I am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." "He hath made"
-note the action of the Father again-" made Him to be sin for us,
Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him."
Dear reader, thou seest now thy standing in Him, thy depravity
in thyself, but thine" all fair" beauty, "no spot in thee," in Him.
"Ye are complete in Him." Thus He beholds thee" black but
comely," covered with the all-glorious robe of His righteousness,
beautiful in His beloved Son, one with Him. So then thou art precious
in His sight. He sees in thee the travail of His soul, the soul of His
only begotten and well beloved Son, and He is satisfied with the
fruit of His dear Son's sacrifice. He regards thee in Him. Apart·
from Him thou art iniquitous only; a mass of sin, repulsive to Him to
the last degree, but in Christ thou art most precious.
"Down to us from Christ in heaven
Those bright rivers run;
In His lowest saint, and feeblest,
God beholds His Son.
He with deep delight is tracing
Every feature fair
Of His Son, His well beloved,
Throned beside Him there;
And those lines of glorious beauty
Here His eye can see
Back to God in light reflected,
Christ revealed in me."
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Ah! my reader, "what manner of persons ought we to be," being so
loved and so precious ~
We read also, "Precious shall their -blood be in His sight." He
counts every drop of blood, He numbers every hair of their hel;l.ds.
He putteth their tears into His bottle. He counteth their steps.
Every detail of His precious blood-bought people is exceedingly
precious to Him. It is a wonderful thought. In earthly affection
all that pertains to a dear one is sacred; the place of birth, the place
of residence, the books they read, the things they loved, everything
connected with them; and passing from the less to the greater, how
much more He loves and cares and values.
Again we read, "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
His saints." Precious to Him is every sigh and every look; precious
also because it is the ripened grain gathered in, precious because
another _trophy of the Son's wonderful redemption, precious because
another inmate brought into the prepared place in the Father's house
of many mansions. From death they reach His presence-it is the
gate of Home. Precious to a tender human father is the home-coming
of his beloved child. He rejoices to see the train, the carriage, which
conveys that child, and therefore much more precious to the infinitely
tender heavenly Father is the Home-coming of the ransomed, the
purchase of His dear Son- and His own gift to Him. The Bride in
the Song of Songs exclaims, "Then was I in His eyes as one that
found favour." Yes, favour in the eyes of the Bridegroom, Who
delights in welcoming to His Home the Bride of His choice-the Home
which He went to prepare for her. She is precious in His sigh~ as
also in the sight of the Father, Who regards the Bride as precious
with the preciousness of Him in Whom the Father was ever " well
pleased." It is a precious death that of His saints, for they are dead
to sin through the peace-speaking blood of Jesus, and alive ever unto
Him Who calls them hence-we may almost say, kisses them hence
with the transports of His love. They pass, it may be from sweet
earthly love, or it may be from a lonely life, here, to the sunshine and
joy of His presence, not only to their own gladness but to His gladness.
"To have me there beside Him,
In the love and light,
There to tell my heart how precious
Am I in His sight."

" Since thou wast'precious in My sight, thou hast been honourable,
and I have loved thee." Precious-honourable-loved. Precious
because rescued from depths of degradation and misery and sin;
honourable because brought out and raised up and made nigh, promoted to be sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, promoted to be
joint heirs with Christ. And loved-" Behold, what manner of love."
Who shall describe the bliss and strength of that word as it wells
from the heart of Him Who spake as never man spake, and loved
as never man loved, with" the love thatpasseth knowledge." So in
the shining City of joy and gladness-
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"God my Father waiteth there to greet me,
Child of His delight, '
For the well beloved Son presenteth
, Faultless in His sight.
Loved with all the love that fills the heavens
With eternal song;
Weep not, weary heart-how short the sorrow,
And the love how long I "

Beloved reader, live upon this love, rejoice in it, feed upon it until
thou shalt feast upon its fu1l sweetness in love's own country, in
Immanuel's Land. Remember, whatever distresses thine earthly lot,
thou art precious in His sight--:precious, and honourable, and loved;
NETTlE.

"JESUS IN THE 'MIDST."
" There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus.. Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified
in due time."-1 TIMOTHY ii. 5, 6.

~

" ON either side one, and Jesus in the midst," so "they crucified
Him" (John xix. 18). This sentence of life runs like a scarlet thread
throughout the Word of God. Three ideas are connected with it.
One" between," an advocate; one who is dividing and yet uniting;
a definite place, on one" side" or the other. Let us look at some
leading passages on the subject. We see it in the two quoted above.
We discover it with regard to J oseph and the butler and baker. We
read of it in connection with AMon and the Israelites. And we find
it where Jesus speaks of separating the sheep froin the goats in the
future. There are many more such instances, but leaving others for
the present, may the Holy Spirit assist, enlighten, and cheer us,
while we try to, derive comfort, strength, and help from these.
J oseph stood "between" the butler and baker in this sense--he
interpreted their dreams for them (Gen. xL). They in their turn
typify the two malefactors of the Crucifixion, in that the one was
re-exalted to Pharaoh's right hand, and the other was consigned to
death. There Joseph could not help them. He had no power in
causing life or death to either of them. How different from our dear
Saviour, " the Man," Who comes" between " in our case.' He stood
" between" God and man once for all when He said, " It is finished,!'
and now He ever liveth to make intercession for us. He is a living
Saviour to-day. StilI standing" between" God and man, stilI showing
to us His nail-pierced hands, stilI interceding with His Father on our
behalf. Good Friday has its agony of sadness as we say, " I helped
to hang Him there"! But oh! Easter has its earnest joy as we
look up and say, " He rose again for me."
In Numbers xvi. we read of Aaron, " He stood between the dead and
the living, and the plague was stayed." He was the one" between."
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Thus he was the link uniting the dead al,ld the living, and yet at the
same time he divided them. And" the dead" were on one " side"
and" the living" were on the other. Aaron acted as the advocate.
But not on his own account. He was under Moses, and Moses was
under God. No Divine power was vested in Aaron. How different
again from the Lord Jesus Christ. lIe is an almighty Saviour Who
needs no help from man in any of His sovereign acts. We can not
commence or assist in the work of our own salvation. "God will
provide Himself "-not" a ram caught in a thicket by his horn "not a man like ourselves, but just" Himself." "A body hast Thou
prepared Me "-" a body"-Himself, to offer up; and" a body"His Church-to redeem thereby. Each" body" was "prepared."
He gave Himself as a prepared sacrifice for a prepared people. He
was " from everlasting to everlasting," God; they were" chosen in
Him before the foundation of the world." Where was the "body"
ready to be offered had it not been "prepared" from everlasting?
Where was the " body" to be redeemed had it not been " chosen"
ere time began? Is He not now engaged in a twofold work? Interceding for that "body" which is still on earth, and preparing " a
place" for that" body" above? "I go to prepare a place for you,"
He assured the " body" when He left the ear,th. The Covenant is
ordered in all things and sure. The Covenantor will not fail. He
provided Himself with " a body" and gave that body to death, that
He might, receive another" body," a glorious, sanctifi.ed; redeemed
Church, when the place is prepared. The work of Jesus will stand
for ever in this marvellous body, " fearfully and wonderfully made."
" They crucified Him, and two other with Him, on either side one,
and Jesus in the midst." Here We have salvation depicted in its
fullness. The Lord Jesus Christ was the Advocate,theOne" between."
They were all united to life, and this was followed by the division of
death. But the two malefactors each had his own "side." Each
had Jesus beside him, but both did not receive Him as a personal
Saviour. And notice that, the one just saved from" the same con·
demnation," pleaded with hi~ fellow-sinner to "fear God." Let
no one say that he has no opport'ijnity to testify for God while that
rebuke remains on record from the one thief to the other (Luke xxiii.
39-41).
In an infinitely truer way than Aaron, Jesus" stood between the
dead and the living." He" stood" there as an able Advocate, as
an almighty Advocate, and as an everlasting Advocate. He" stood"
there to unite the sinner to his God and to separate the sinner from
his sins. Man by nature has transgressed, that is, passed over the
line. "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." But
" the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin." Dear
reader, where do you stand now? You were born in sin, a sinner,
the other side of the line. Has the Holy Spirit yet shown you this?
Has He so worked on and in you that you have been turned round
to God? If not, where wjIl you be when He separates the sheep
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from the goats 1 Do you remember what He said to the Israelites,
" When I see the blood, I, will pass over you "1 Are you blood~prinkled, blood-washed? What infinite 10vE;l took compassion on
us-has that love appealed to your heart 1 ThE;lre is a beautiful
marginal reading for" set apart" in Exodus xiii. 12, namely, "cause
to pass over." Now if you turn to Psa. iv. 3 and carry that rendering
of " set apart" into it, you have this: " But know that the Lord hath
caused to pass over to Himself, him that is godly." Has He yet caused
you to pass over to Himself 1 You see He causes you to pass ~ver
by His Spirit; you can not cause yourself to do it. Will you not
ask Him to give you the assurance now that He has caused you to
pass over to Himself 1 Then you will be safe, sanctified, and
satisfied.
The Lord Jesus Christ also stands " between" us and Satan. In
Psa. cix. 31 we read; " He shall stand at the right hand of the poor,
to save him from those that condemn his soul." And in Zech. iii. 1 :
" He showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of
the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him." If
we take the Angel to signify the second Person in the Trinity (the
Angel of the Covenant in: the Old Testament commonly refers to
Him), we get this assurance that Jesus Himself stands for us
against Satan. The Lord is always closer to us than Satan, and His
strength overpowers Satan's. He will not let the Adversary touch
us-He will not ever let him come too near to us. How grand for us!
There is certain and final victory for the children of God, because the
Lord Jesus has undertaken our cause for us and is strong enough to
stand "between." Probably you perpetually feel and realize, as I
do, the close proximity of Satan. Let us remember also for our
strength and comfort the even closer proximity of the One Who is
stronger than he. Let us in our moments of need, weakness, temptation, and perplexity, stretch out the hand of faith to our faithful
Saviour Who is so near to us, and ask Him to carry us safely through
by the omnipotent power of His almighty arm. ~or Jesus is "in
the midst" of our life all the time. Even as He stands" between"
us and Satan, and " between" us and death, so He stands " in the
midst" of everything connected with us. Is it temptation? He is
there. Is it sorrow 1 He is there. Is it conflict, anxiety, disappointment or discouragemenP He is there. Or is it joy 1 He is there
also! He sent it and He blesses it to us. And He sanctifies the
disciplines of life and makes all things work together for good to' His
own children. ' Nothing is apart from Him, He is " in the midst"
of it all.
One other precious thought about His presence. When the
disciples mourned an absent Lord--as they thought-He was still
beside them. John xx. 19, 26, tells us of " fear" before He came.
"The doors were shut . . . for fear of the Jews." Then" came
Jesus and stood in the midst: andsaith unto them, Peace be unto
you." Luke xxiv. 36, 37 tells us that His coming was followed by
15
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fear. " Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted."
Mefancies that we are much the same-fears behind us and fears
before us, forgetting that He is "in the midst" all the time, and
therefore we need not-,-must not-fear. Ah, dear desponding one,
doubting your acceptance with Him, mourning His apparent withdrawal, remember it was just when they thought Him absent that
He proved Himself most verily present. This applies to you exactly.
You would not mourn His supposed absence if you were not His own.
You would not "fear" that you are dead unless you were alive.
Notice, too, what He said under those special circumstances-" Peace
be unto you." May lie say it to you now. And as we realize that
He is " in the midst" of all things still, may we know more of His
" perfect peace," because He has" made peace" for us.
Finally, in the future, Jesus will stand "between" the sheep
and the goats. "He shall separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: and He shall set
the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left" (Matt. xxv.
32, 33) .. See the similarity of the language in chap. xxvii. 38, Mark xv.
27, and Luke xxiii. 33: "Then were there two thieves crucified with
Him; one on the right hand, and the other on the left." In the day
when they crucified Him, He had mercy for the penitent, judgment
for the unbelieving. In the day when He comes again He will still
have a "right hand," and a "left." What an awful thing to be
placed on His " left hand," from which there will then be no appeal.
Again the question comes, Where will you stand then ~ On His" left
hand "~ God forbid it! On His " right hand" ~ May God grant
it! Remember you are at the present time standing on the " side"
of right or wrong, on the" side" of safety or danger. And as death
finds you, on His" right" or " left," you will for ever remain.
Why did the Lord Jesus Christ thus stand "between God and
men "~ It was "His great love wherewith He loved us" that
made Him do it-infinite, incomprehensible love. "He loved us,"
that was why. Because we were His friends ~ No. Because
we were outsiders ~ Worse than even that-we were His enemies,
aliens. Not only" while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us,"
but while we were enemies, living in direct opposition to God
and to His will. Marvellous, wonderful love! Love that stooped
to the lowest place, " even the death of the cross"; that He might
raise us to the highest place, even His Father's right hand. Would
that we felt and dwelt on His love far more feelingly than we do.
Would that His love stirred us to deeper love for our fellow-men, and
to greater efforts to spread the Gospel. Aye! and would that His
love touched and changed our daily life into more real Christlikeness.
" We love Him, because He first loved us." May that love speak
such peace to our hearts that we prove by our life and actions that
" the love of Christ constraineth us."
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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OUR BRETHREN ACROSS THE SEAS.
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OUR readers will remember with interest the reference made in the
March issue (1913) of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to the remarkable wOJ;k
carried on by Mr. Winter in British Colu~bia. In a way wholly
unsought by him, Mr. Winter was led to make his home in Vancouver,
and there begged of the Lord to use him· as His witness in however
humble a way. He and his wife, finding no means of Truth within'
easy distance, commenced by inviting a few of the neighbours' children
to a small class in their own house each Lord's day. This was the
first Sunday School in Happy Valley, and soon the parents and friends
sought for a little service for adults; and the room which Mr. Winter
built for his son's use as a photographer was actually turned into
a Mission Room at the request of some of the inhabitants, so eager
did they seem for Gospel services and privileges. But this little
building soon proved too small for its object, and a hall to seat at
least one hundred people was found to be necessary. Mr. Winter
was urged to " go forward," nothing doubting but that the Lord would
bless the undertaking. A site adjoining his house was kindly presented
by two of the rei:lidents, and "the people had a mind to work" as of
old, and "gave willingly" of their time and substance, whilst
friends in England who had known Mr. Winter in Derby as connected
with Trinity Church during the incumbencies of the late Rev. Francis
Hoare and the Rev. Henry Martin, gladly encouraged him by sending
contributions.
Mr. Winter feels it a great spiritual privilege t.o be occupied in
the evening of his life setting forth the salvation of the Great Shepherd's
flock. He writes :" My DEAR MISS COWELL,-In the March number of the good old
GOSPEL MAGAZINE appears your very graGious letter, in answer to
mine re my humble endeavours to proclaim the glorious Gospel of
Chr,ist, where, out here, there is practically a dearth of the Word,
certainly as regards the precious doctrines of grace. So far I have
not met with a single soul, nor heard of one, who believes in the doctrine
of election. And we may expect opposition to continue, which will
make us go softly; and here, when we remember our own ignorance
at one time of the deep things of God, patience is brought into lively
exercise, and many a time we inwardly exclaim, For who can tell
but what he may yet be ( brought out of darkness into God's marvellous
light,' as I was. And so we continue keeping our head above water,
all the while battling against the stream of Romanism, Ritualism,
and Rationalism, and as you well know, not one member of the same
gives encouragement to Evangelical services or Protestant principles,
but rather are they studiously endeavouring all the time to ' put out the
light.' Nevertheless, thank God, the oil of the Holy Spirit keeps the
light burning, and so we are encouraged to go forward in our work;
and proclaim, ( The God of heaven, He will prosper us, therefore we
His servants will arise and build.' I would have written you long
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ere this, but your serious illness of the early summer precluded my
so doing just then. I rejoiced when I learnt of your recovery, with
others of your devoted friends, and since, I have been hoping to send
you further evidences of ' God's faithfulness' towards His unworthy
servant, in enabling him to report-what a few weeks may see consummated-a payment made on the part of the purchaser of a portion
of my , lot,' which will enable me to payoff the remaining debt on
mortgage, and give· me great cause to praise God, and say, ' Now I
owe no man anything; God is faithful.'
.
" Mr. - - expects to start his saw mill this week, and in a short
time he hopes to pay according to promise, so patience must' have
her perfect work.' I do not know whether I am justified in applying
the old proverb, ' God's mill grinds slowly, but surely,' still the simile
is not out of place, especially in my case, so I take heart and look up
afresh. You will note by the enclosed printed matter that God is
encouraging us greatly in moving friends to contribute so liberally
towards the Building Fund for our new Mission Hall. We still require
some five hundred dollars nevertheless; so I am making a special
appeal to my (old countrymen,' as per enclosed circular, for five
hundred one dollar subscriptions, and I should be glad if the kindly
influence of our beloved EDITOR (through you) was made the means
of moving some of God's beloved sons and daughters to extend a
helping hand, and so promote the' spread of the Gospel' in this far-off
spot; for doubtless, there are sheep and lambs of the Great Shepherd
even here, that require shepherding and feeding.
"Kindly convey to dear Mr. Ormiston my warmest Christian
regards, and tell him, I am retracing with him his steps of the last
fifty years, with intense interest.
" Now dear Miss Cowell, I must not weary you any further, save
to say, I am pleased to leave my case in your hands, and thank you
again most cordially for your generous and timely letter already
referred to. Wishing you a continuance of good health and spiritual
usefulness in the vineyard of Christ's kingdom, with every Covenant
blessing,
"Yours in the faith of God's elect,
, W. W. WINTER.
" 'BRIDGEFIELD,' HAPPY VALLEY, B.C.
"Oct. 13th, 1913."
A further letter, dated January 29th, 1914, at the end of which
Mr. Winter appends a list of subscribers both in the old country and
the new, is as follows :"DEAR MISS COWELL,-I am pleased to report that we are getting
on well with the erection of our new Mission H.all; the men are at
work on the roof now, but at the present moment a fall of snow (the
first practically this winter) has stopped operations; but as the snow
does not lie for long about here, they will soon be able to continue
their work. We are looking forward to the Dedication Service taking
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place next Easter, of which I shall hope to let you know more definitely,
so that we may benefit by your, dear Mr', Ormiston's, and other
friends' prayers on our behalf at the set time. You will, I am
sure, be interested to know that God is greatly encouraging us in the
work, both spiritually and financially, and I do hope some of God's
children, through your kind instrumentality, may likewise aid in the
good work, and so participate in extending the knowledge of Christ's
kingdom in this, one of the isles of the sea. Heartily glad lam to
find that the mantle of your dear father (one of my choicest and best
of friends) has fallen upon your shoulders; your last essay, "Wellsprings," is full of the unction he was blessed with, and greatly rejoiced
in; and, at your suggestion at the close of the article, I purpose passing
on, in a discourse to my people, the same blessed word of truth, ' It
is well.' With kind remembrances, please, to dear Mr. Ormiston,
and the best of wishes to yourself, Yours in the faith,
"W. W. WINTER."
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If this work is of God-and we doubt not that Mr. Winter is working
with a single eye to His glory and gone forward after much waiting
upon his God in prayer-it will not, can not, be overthrown. If the
Lord has a few sheep to be shepherded in that part of the wilderness,
He will see that they are fed in good pastures. And since He will
never leave Himself without witnesses, may we not take heart of
courage in believing that from that remote corner of the earth, "a
seed shall serve Him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation" 1
R.
THE FAITHFUL WITNESS.
" Christ Jesus, Who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confes8ion.'~
-1 TIMOTHY vi. 13.
" BEHOLD," saith God the Father, "I have given Him for a Witness
to the people," to bear witness to My everlasting love of all the elect
in Him, in putting away their sins for ever by the sacrifice of Himself.
Also He was a King, God's King, Whom He set upon His holy hill of
Zion.
When Pilate asked Jesus, " Art Thou a King, then 1 " in His answer
Jesus bore a clear and decided witness to the fact. "Thou sayest
that I am a King," or, in our modern style, Yes, ~hat is so; I am a
King. "To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the
world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. .Everyone that
is of the truth heareth My voice" (John xviii. 37). And what a blessed
bearing witness to the Truth when He said, " Thou hast given Him
power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as
Thou hast given Him." And again, when these sinners, by the mighty
drawing of the Father, should come to Him in all their sins, ruin,
misery, and helplessness, He would in no wise cast them out, but
receive them as their dear Redeemer and Saviour and as their ever-
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lasting Fountain of cleansing and righteousness; take away their
filthy garments and clothe them with changeIof raiment.
.. What treatment since he came?
Love, tenderly express'd.
What robe is brought to hide his shame?
The best, the very best."
In His first recorded sermon (Luke Iiv. 16-32), when He preached
righteousness in the great congregation and refrained not His lips,
He bore such a testimony to the Truth as well nigh cost Him His life,
speaking after the manner of men. His then hearers were manifested
to be no~ of the Truth. The other murderers also (John viii. 40, 44),
to whom He bore witness to the Truth, even to the. Truth of God's
sovereignty in .salvation's plan, were discovered to be of the same
legal, unbelieving cast, to whom He said, " Why do ye not understand
My speech ~ Even because ye cannot hear My word. Ye are of
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh
of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. And because I tell
you the truth, ye believe Me not" (John viii. 43-47). In the truth
of God's sovereignty as well as in the truth of His eternal decree
concerning the Son of His love being in due time found in fashion as
a man to redeem and save the whole elect of mankind with an everlasting salvation, the devil abode not. It was grievous and intolerable
unto him and his following. So he rose up in envy, pride, and enmity
to murder the whole human race. Jesus the Son of God saw him as
lightning-a flash, and it is gone-fall from his first abode. The
foolish shall not stand in God's sight, as every rebel against the
sovereignty of God is, be he fallen angel or be he fallen man. And why ~
Because" My cQunsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure,"
and because the pleasure of the Lord is to prosper in the hand of Him
Who is the faithful Witness, the first begotten of the dead, and the
Prince of the kings of the earth. Oh! to be found among those who
were the delight of His heart in the beginning of His way, before His
works of old. Of this vast multitude He will lose none, but will raise
everyone up from the dust of death and the grave in complete blessedness at the last day.
It is noteworthy that ,Christ in all His witnessing, in all His good
confession at Pilate's bar (as well as in His silence, Isaiah liii. 7), stood
alone. "Of the people there was none with Him" (compare 2 Tim.
iv. 16 with Luke vi. 40), none to speak one word on His behalf, none
to plead His just right before the seat of justice and at the hand of
him who sat to administer judgment. Ah! here we find the truth
of the whole scene predicted in Isaiah liii. Here we find the mystery
of Providence making a way for the fulfilment of the prophecy of
old time, which came .not by the will of man but by holy men of God
moved by the Holy Ghost. And so justice at the bar of an earthly
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tribunal must be overborne and set aside through the weakness and
wickedness of men, in order that the justice of God, like a flaming
sword, stern justice flaming against the sheep, might find in the everlasting Surety and Substitute a victim capable of satisfying all the
vast demands it had upon them in respect to the mighty debt they
did all and everyone owe thereto. "Who is This That cometh from
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah'~ This That is glorious
in His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His strength ~ I That,
speak in righteousness, mighty to save." This mighty God was able
to redeem fallen men'.' From death and hell:
The price-His own heart's blood";

to satisfy Divine justice completely, everlastingly. And this He
did when He bore their sins in His own body on the tree.
In the Old Testament story of Elisha the prophet, we find that
when the Shunammite cried unto the king for her house and for her
land (2 Kings viii. 5, 6), there was one present to support her in her
appeal. But when Jesus was witnessing His good confession a~
Pilate's bar there was none to show pity, not a man among them to
answer His appeal (John xviii. 20, 21). None said, "Yea, we heard Him
say, 'Render unto Cresar the things which are Cresar's; and unto
God the things that are God's.' We know also that when the people
would take Him by force and make Him a King, He would not, but
departed from them." Evidence suppressed is a man's judgment
taken away; and yet this was a people that asked of God the ordinances of justice (Isaiah lviii. 2). Lo! now they ask a murderer to
be granted unto them, that they might kill the Prince of life, and
so do all that was in. their hearts (Mark xii. 7, 8).
Oh! was there ever a time and circumstance on earth wherein God
made the wrath of man to praise Him, such as this-their hour and
that of the power of darkness to do whatsoever God's hand and
counsel determined before to be done ~
Everyone who is of the Truth heareth Christ's voice. Surely that
, man heareth it not who refuses to investigate His Word (John xix.
30; Heb. x. 14) but spends his money to uphold the lie of a purgatory
after death. Surely he is not of the Truth who denies Christ to be the
co-essential, co-eternal Son of God. Nor can he be of the Truth who
holds and affirms that there are those in hell for whom Christ died.
But those are of the Truth who have the Holy Spirit to teach arid lead
them into all truth, whereby they love the Truth, buy it, walk in it,
obey it, contend for it, yea, if needs were, part with all and lay down
their lives for it. And let us never forget that we sinners of the Gentiles
are not a whit in our nature enmity against God, different from the
Jews who crucified the Lord of glory. Did they do that ~
"They did, my brethren
So did we."

Birkenhead.

G. A.
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SAMUEL RUTHERFORD'S SERMONS.

MANY are the references made to Samuel Rutherford by various writers
during the past 250 years. One of the earliest is to be found in the
inestimable works of Thomas Brooks, himself one of the greatest of
the divines of the later Puritan Period. Referring to Samuel Rutherford, he lovingly remarks: "He did eat, drink, and live eternal life."
In a Bi6graphical Sketch of his life, it is recorded that an English
merchant said of him, in days when controversy might have turned
him to other themes: "I went to St. Andrew's, where I heard a sweet,
majestic-looking man (R. Blair), and he showed me the majesty of
God. After him a little fair man (Samuel Rutherford), and he showed
me 'the loveliness of Christ.' "
In a preface to his imperishable "Letters," the late worthy Dr.
Doudney wrote: "In the person of that great divine, these glorious
characteristics of our God were most richly displayed. In him was
so remarkably verified that striking declaration, ' Unto you it is given,
in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for
His sake.' Deep were the sorrows, heavy the sufferings, of the immortal
Rutherford, but, as it was said of ISrael, even in their Egyptian captivity, that' the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied
and grew,' so, with the strictest propriety, might it be said of Ruther~
ford, that 'The deeper his sorrows, the louder he sung,' from the
glorious insight afforded him into Covenant verities, and the enlarged
participation of Divine dainties. . . . Beloved reader, he 'being dead,
yet speaketh '; yea, in thi!! latter day, and in the midst of these eventful times, when 'truth has fallen in our streets and equity can not
enter,' the voice of this gracious man shall echo and re.-echo from the
prison-walls of Aberdeen to the utmost bounds of the habitable globe.
That voice has, as· it were, been. wafted over the mountain heights,
through the glens and the valleys of Northern Scotland; it has glided
over its far-famed lakes and reverberated through its famous cities."
Several of his precious" Letters" were written in the prison of Aberdeen, or as he describes it himself, from" Christ's Palace in Aberdeen."
Now again, through the pages of our. MAGAZINE, let the voice of
saintly Rutherford be heard crying aloud to his fellow-sinners to behold
what God is, and what God hath done, and proclaiming unto them the
preciousness of Christ. Readers who relish "Samuel Rutherford's
Letters" will find that his sermons and addresses all breathe the same
spirit, and are full as the honeycomb of the maiestic love and loveliness
of Christ.

The following Communion Address was given in the year 1643, to a
Scotch congregation in London, at the Communion Table. His
sermons and addresses were not published by himself, but from notes
from hearers, which accounts for a few awkward sentences and clauses.
In a few cases a more modern word (with the hope of assisting the
reader) is given in brackets. On the day previous to his death, Mr.
Rutherford remarked, "Oh, that all my brethren knew what a Master
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I have served, and what peace I have this day: I shall sleep in Christ,
and when I awake I shall be satisfied with His likeness."
Such a Master! Blessed are all they who serve Rutherford's Master,
the Lord Jesus Christ.
Haddington.
J. G.
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LOVELINESS."

(Notes of a Communion Address by Samuel Rutherfo'rd.)

't

IT is Christ's will that His bairns get their fill and that they grow. Christ
never had an hungry house, nor His Father before Him. There is
bread and drink in His Father's house: eat and drink; much good
may it do you, for ye get it with Christ's good-will, and with His heart·
some blessing. Now in the strength of it work a good work to Christ,
your Master. He gives His servants meat and drink with a good house
in a new city.
Who is This That hath His garments dipped in blood, yea, in red
blood ~ Know ye Him, beloved ~ But He kens [knows] you full
well. Come near Him, and stand not afar off. Christ says not, " Look
by [past] Me," but, " Look on Me, Whom you have pierced with your
sins." Ye must not turn your shoulder to Him, but set your face
toward Him. Love your new Husband well, and let all the old go
and play themselves. Rent [tear in pieces] your contract, that was
betwixt you and your heart's lusts; and now Christ says, You shall
have a better life than ever you had in your old husband's time.
Provide much plenishing [furniture] against the time ye and He take
up house in heaven together. Christ is dressing all the chambers and
the hall for you in your Father's house. Make away as fast as ye can.
Take home your writs with you, Christ hath subscribed them. Take
home the King's pardon with you. written with your Lord's own heartblood, and the King's great seal at it: and stamp upon the seal Christ's
arms, even the slain Son of God, hanging upon the cross, subscribing
a large dispensation to you.
Now remember before witnesses ye are His. Have ye not reason to
think that Christ is heartsome in His own house ~ He has made His
wife a great feast to-day. Lie not down to sleep after your meat.
Christ has fed you to run a race, even a race to heaven. Awake therefore! In t.he Word and Sacraments Christ now takes you into the
chariot with Himself, and draws your hearts after Him. Be Satan's
and the world's footmen no longer, for it is a wearisome life. But
ride with Christ in His chariot, for it is all paved with love. The
bottom of it is the love of slain Christ: ye must sit there upon love.
Love is a soft cushion: but the devil and the world make you sweat at
the sore work of sin, and run upon your own feet too. But it is better
to be Christ's horsemen andrid,e, than to be Satan's trogged [fatigued]
footmen, and to travel upon clay. Christ says, He has washen you
to-day; sin nomore. Keep yourselves clean, go not to Satan's sooty
houses; but take you to your Husband, the Fairest among ten
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thousand, that your lovely Husband may make your robes clean in the
blood of the Lamb. Ye are going into a clean heaven and an undefiled
city; take not filthy clayey hands, and clatty [dirty] feet with you.
What say ye of your new Husband 1 Please you your new Husband
well 1 May not His servants say in His name that ye are heartily
welcome to Him 1 And may they not say in your name that He is
heartily welcome to you 1 A plain answer 1 Ye can not well want
an half-companion; no soulliveth well a single life. Now, seeing ye
must marry, marry Christ. Ye will never get a better Husband.
Take Him, and His Father's blessing. Be holy, and get a good name,
and Christ will not want you. It is many a day since ye were invited
to this banquet, why should you bide from it 1 Ye are come not
uncalled. Christ both sitteth and eateth with you, and standeth and
serveth you. Christ both said the grace, and blessed the meat, and
says it to-day, and prays, " My Father's blessing be on the banquet."
Your Father cries, "Divorce, divorce all other lovers; go and agree
with Christ, your Cautioner [Surety], and purchase a discharge if ye
can." It is better holding than drawing; better to say, "Here He
is," than, " Here He was"; and, " Slippery-fingered I held Him, and
would not let Him go." Rend all His clothes, and He will not be
angry at you. In death, He held a strait grip of you. Hell, devils,
the wrath of God, the curse of the law, could not all loose His grips of
you. Look up by faith to Christ. Ye could never have been set up
by angels. May not Christ say, The law took such a cleek [seizUre] of
Me, and drew Me here amongst thieves, for your cause 1 And was
not that strong love, that humble Christ cared not what they did to
Him, so being He might get you 1
In that night wherein our Lord was betrayed, He ordained the
Supper for you upon His death-bed. He made His Testament and
left it in legacy to you. In death He had more mind of you, His wife,
than He had of Himself. In the garden, on the cross, in the grave,
His silly lost sheep was aye in His mind. Love has a brave memory,
and can not forget. He has graven you upon the palms of His hands;
and when He looks to His hands and says, "My sheep I can not forget.
Yea, in My death, My Sister, My Spouse was aye in My.mind. She
took My night's sleep from Me, that night I was sweating in the garden
for her."
When Christ was dead, and sleeping on the cross, and His side
broken with a spear, until blood and water came out, the Lord was
forming a wife for the second Adam, your Husband. In death He
was doing and working what no wedded man could do, even blessing
and embracing His beloved. Come near, and kiss dead Jesus. Oh,
but slain Qhrist has a sweet smell, even when He is dead! What
think ye of the smell of His love 1 What .think ye of itself 1 What
of these feet, that went up and down the world to seek His Father's
lost sheep, pierced with nails 1 He That healed the diseases of the
lame and the blind, He is now blind Himself. The eyes that were oft
lift up to heaven unto God in prayer, wearied with tears 1 His head
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pierced with thorns ~ The face that is fairer than the sun, the dearest
Beloved, is now all maimed wit,h blood, and the hair pulled out of His
cheeks! Could love be painted then ~ Christ was pained, and Christ
panted on the cross; so pained mercy and justice set [turned] God
in His loveliness towards man. Who comes with outstretched arms
to meet and embrace Him ~ When Christ was, black and blue upon
the cross, and pale with death, He was then fairest and pleasantest ;
God, the Father, was reconciled, and looked sweetly upon slain Christ.
And then mercy and peace were proclaimed to all believing sinners.
The law and justice frowned all along, until Christ's life was put forth;
and now they smile upon believers and say, "Come into heaven,
pulled open by Christ's holy arm from the cross, when it was shut by
the strong iron bar that kept fast the door of heaven, until He hurt
His arm, and took it by." And now Christ says, "Be not afraid,
come away." But ye will say, "We are weak, we dare not open
Christ's door." "Well then," says Christ, "I am strong enough for
you; and now seeing it is already open, get up quickly, and enter into
it, and there abide." Ye are Christ's brethren and sisters. When ye
were under hell and condemnation, He ,'pleaded the law for you. It
was no fictitious quarrel to His hand that Christ encountered when
He fought with your enemies. Christ is " flesh of your flesh, and bone
of your bone." He tired Himself in paying the law, and in getting the
inheritance for you; and, God be thanked, He won the plea, but it
was great charges to Him.
Of all wonders that ever were read in a printed book this is the
first: Christ made an exchange. He never beguiled you, for He took
shame, and gave you glory. He took the curse, and gave you the
blessing; He took death, and gave you life. The fairest Candle that
ever was lighted is blown out. The Head of the Church is dead, and
the Lord of Life is laid down in the grave! No wonder that the sun,
that did show part of His labours, be shut down; because the great
Sun of Righteousness was shut down in the grave, and a stone laid
above Him.
What a sight is our Lord Jesus going out of the gates of Jerusalem,
and His cross upon His back! He went like to fall under it, He was
so weak in body and weary in soul, when He went to the top of Mount
Calvary. And all the time He saw black death before Him, and a
curse. He was even then bearing God's curse upon His back, and
that was heavier than the cross. Look on Him, and follow Him, He
will not bid you lend Him a lift [offer any help]. Give Him obedience,
and give Him love, for it is better to Him than if you had been crucified
for Him. Look upon Him, and look for Him. "Whither I go ye
know, and the way ye know." Christ this day lets you see all the footsteps in your way to heaven. In His death and blood He made a
new way to heaven. He went in an hard way Himself, through God's
curse, and painful sufferings. He bids you not follow Him that way,
but believe in Him, and love one another. And stick fast by Christ.
The old way ye could never have gone; but Christ's market-gate is
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a sweet and easy way. If ye will bear Christ's yoke, and so love Him,
ye and He will come in each other's hands together to heaven. And
ye will be the welcomer that He is with you_CC A little while," says
Christ, " and I will come again." Take you here Christ's flesh in token
that He will come again to you, and marry you to Himself for ever.
Your new Husband hath said, within a little while He will come again
and see you; and see that ye keep yourselves for Him; abide in Him.
Christ says to you, " My dearest ones, weary not, fight on, I shall be at
your fray-hour [your hour of battle]. Be true to Me, as I was aye'
[always] true to you."
Indeed, when our salvation was in Christ's hand, it was between the
losing and winning. But our Lord Jesus played us not 'a slip, He was
aye to be lippened [trusted] in. What think ye of Christ ~ 'Is not
He fair, and lovely ~ Has not His wife good cauSe to say, "He is
altogether lovely " ~ (Song of Solomon v. 16.) His breast is all made
of love. If ye had Him but once in your arms, ye would thrust Him
into your heart; yea, and beyond it, if it could be gotten done. Christ
took a hearty grip of you upon the cross; He willlet you not slip out
of His fingers again.
" Many waters cannot quench love." Christ was the Lamb, wasted
with fire for you. He got a toast and a heat that made Him sweat
blood, but yet His soul was not burnt away with love. Are ye not
burning with love to be at Him? Are ye able to find in your hearts
to want Him? Oh! thrice sweet death-to die of love for Him That
died of love for you! Christ in the garden, on the cross, in the grave,
under the pursuing of His Father's wrath and anger, asked aye for
His beloved, His Church. He sought you in all these places, and He
sought aye till' He found you. He would not want His errand for the
seeking. He went triumphing and rejoicing, and His wife in His hand.
Christ rueth nothing that He has done for you. He thinks it all well
wared [spent].
Christ loves you better than His life, for He gave away His life to
get your love. He spared neither cost nor expense. Christ, Who was
without sin, gave Himself a ransom for you, sinners. His Father
laid a cross on Him. He bought you with His Father's curse! Was
that not a dear wife to Him ~ Pilate scourged Christ, and brought
Him forth to the people, to see if they would repent of their treatment
of Rim when they saw His bloody shoulders. They might have said,
" Poor Man, Thou art ill enough handled else, for aught that Thou
hast done!" But these hell's hounds would have His heart's blood,
and His life, or nothing. And your Husband said, " Amen," to it, for
the love He did bear to you, and for all that God had done to Him" Be it so, Amen, Father."
.
(To be continued.)
THE richest promises in the Bible are made to the poorest sinners.Romaine.
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"THE KISSES OF HIS MOUTH."
" Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth: for Thy love is better
than wine."-SONG OF SOLOMON i. 2.
" If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious . . . . Unto you therefore
which believe He is precious."-l PETER ii. 3, 7.

THIS verse from the Canticles was written by the wisest man, under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The believer who longs to know
more of the love of Christ will desire to understand the meaning of the
words. He will crave for himself these manifestations of his' Saviour's
grace. The kiss is a token of deep love and sympathy and union.
" The kisses of His mouth" are reserved exclusively for the Bride,
and they are exceedingly precious to her heart. She asks for them
with intense desire. She prays that she may "know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge."
The Kiss of Forgiveness. When the prodigal felt the burden of his
sin and want, he arose and came to his father.. As the father saw
him and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and. kissed
him, so is our Saviour ready to give the kiss of reconciliation and peace
to all those who truly repent. "Thou forgavest the iniquity of my
sin"; "For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous
in mercy unto all them that call upon Thee" (Psa. xxxii. 5,6; lxxxvi.
5, 15; Matt. xi. 28; Luke xv. 20, 21). There is a depth of grace
displayed when Christ permitted a woman, who was a sinner, to wash
His feet with the tears of repentance, and to kiss them with humble.
grateful love (Luke vii. 37-50).
The Kiss of Betrothal. When the sinner is forgiven he is brought
into. union with Christ, and .this union is frequently compared to
betrothal. "His left hand is under my head, and His right hand doth
embrace me"; "My Beloved is mine, and I am His"; "How fair
is thy love, My sister, My spouse! how much better is thy love than
wine! and the smell of thine ointments than all spices! Thy lips,
o My spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under
'thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of
JJebanon"; "I am my Beloved's, and His desire is toward me" ;
" His left hand should be under my head, and His right hand should
embrace me"; "Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness,
leaning upon her Beloved? " (Song of Solomon ii. 6, 16; iv. 1O,.n ;
vi. 3; vii. 10; viii. 3, 5). "For thy Maker is thine Husband"
(lsa. liv. 5, 6). "I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the
love of thine espousals" (J er. ii. 2). "I will betroth thee unto Me
for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in
judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. I will even betroth
thee unto Me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know the Lord"; "Thou
shalt abide for Me many days . . . thou shalt not be for another
man: so will I also be for thee" (Hosea ii. 19, 20; iii. 3). The love
of Christ and the love of His Church are mutual.
The Kiss .of Fellowship. As the Christian advances in the spiritual
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life he desires above all things to enter into deeper fellowship with the
Lord Jesus. He longs to be more holy, more fruitful, more conscious
of the abiding prese1).ce of his Master. He is willing to forego other
fellowship if only he may learn more of union with Christ. These
desires are the work of the Holy Spirit, and they are fulfilled by the
secret revelation and manifestation of Divine love. "I will love him,
and will manifest Myself to him"; "If a man love Me, he will keep
My words: and My Father will love him, and We will come unto
him, and make Our abode with him " (John xiv. 21, 23); "Abide in
Me, and I in you"; "As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved
you: continue ye in My love" (John xv. 4, 9; Psa. xxxvii. 7; Lam.
iii. 57; Zeph. iii. 17). "Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom
one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved" (John xiii. 23; xix. 26;
xx. 2; xxi. 7, 20; 1 John i. 3, 7).
'l'he Kiss of Restoration. As it is the deepest joy to walk in growing
fellowship with the Lord, so it is the greatest grief to the believer
to depart from Him and fall into sin. Doubts and fears assail him
at such times. Conscious of his backsliding he is also painfully conscious
of walking in darkness. When Peter went out and wept bitterly, he
may have feared that he had forfeited all right to his discipleship.
He had denied his Master, and he might be afraid that he would be
cast off and disowned. Is it not thus at times with many of us ?
Yet, after the resurrection, Peter was one of the first to whom the Lord
appeared. The veil is drawn over that sacred interview, but we may
take comfort to ourselves in the thought that if our Saviour singled
out His sorrowful servant, it was in order to comfort and heal him,
and restore again the broken communion. When I have fallen into
sin, when I have grieved and wept over it, then "let Him kiss me
with the kisses of His mouth." "He restoreth my soul" (Psa. xxiii.
3); "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: tor Mine
anger is turned away from him" (Hoseaxiv. 4; Jer. iii. 1, 7, 13, 14;
Luke xxiv. 34; 1 Cor. xv. 5).
The Kiss of Oompassion and Sympathy. Christ went about doing
good, healing the sick, cleansing the leper, giving sight to the blind,
and life to the dead. "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever"; "There is a Friend That sticketh closer than a
brother"; "Jesus wept"; "A Brother born for adversity" ; " Like
as a father pitieth [or, as it might be rendered, tenderly embraceth]
his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him" (Judges x. 16 ;
Psa. ciii. 13; Prov. xviii. 24; Isa. lxiii. 9; lxvi. 13; John xi. 35 ;
Acts i. 11; Heb. xiii. 5, 8). The sympathy of Jesus in the hour of
pain or loneliness is inexpressibly precious to the tried believer. He
is so completely one with His Church that he who touches the saints
touches the apple of His eye.
The Kiss of His Promises. "All the promises of God in Him are
yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us"; "Exceeding
great and precious promises"; "Never man spake like this Man"
, (Job> xxiii. 12; Psa. cxix. 72, 82, 103, 159; Jer. xv. 16; Luke iv.
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22; John vii. 46; 2 Cor. i. 20; 2 Pet. i. 4). How many fainting
hearts have been sustained by the promises!
The Kiss of Death. "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of His saints," As the child returning from school, as the traveller
after a weary journey, as the exile restored to his home, so the believer
looks forward to the tender welcome that awaits him yonder. "Into
Thine hand I commit my spirit"; "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit" ;
" He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His
bosom"; "All His ,saints are in Thy hand" (Psa. xxxi. 5; cxvi.
15; Deut. xxxiii. 3; Isa. xl. 11; Acts vii. 55-60). There is a very
lovely and touching rendering of 1 Thess. iv. 14-" Them also which
sleep in Jesus"-" Them also which are hushed to sleep in the arms
of Jesus shall God bring with Him."
" Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth." "0 taste and
see that the Lord is good." Let the child of God draw nearer to
Him. "He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness." Oh, to know more of this satisfying! Oh, to be filled
with His goodness! Let faith appropriate to herself His promises
and claim their fulfilment anew. Let Christ Himself be our Portion.
Let us lean on His bosom.
"To Thee, 0 blessed Saviour,
My spirit turns for rest,
My peace is in Thy favour,
My pillow on Thy breast."
Eltham, S,E.

HENRIETTA G. BOWER.
LAST THINGS.

AT the heading of the twenty-third chapter of the Second Book of
Samuel there is a very lovely, if not quite clear, index to the first few
verses. It reads: "David, in his last words, professeth his faith in
God's promises, to be beyond sense or experience." And the chapter
opens with the last words of David " the son of Jesse, and the man
who was raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the
sweet psalmist of Israel." In the peace of a long-exercised soul, with
Spirit-wrought confidence, he spoke of the God and the Rock of Israel;
of the King-surely a greater than himself-Who should " be as the
light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without
clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining
after rain." He seemed, just then, to forget all his wars and victories,
all that he had wrought and suffered for the chosen nation, and all he
had been to them. He did not mention the psalms he had written,
nor his kingly state, but he went back to the everlasting Covenant of
J ehovah, in all things ordered and sure, amid the failings of those of
whom he had hoped and the wickedness of the wicked. These were
his "last words", the Lord says. His last temptation was still to
come, for Satan had not yet prevailed upon him to number the people.
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Then there would be a last repentance (for David was an object of
saving mercy), the last sense of pardon, and kiss of forgiveness-the
last assurance of love. There were the last quiet days of Abishag's
ministering; the last blaze of zealand indignation against the usurpers
of the throne; the last charge to his beloved Solomon. These were
the last things, and all of moment with Him Who says, " Who hath
wrought and done it ~ . . . I the Lord, the first, and with the last,"
-with the last joy to share it, with the last correction to make it
effectual.
There are many last things, even before the last conflict gives
place to final victory and the last sigh closes a life of nothing but
mercy. There are last places, providences, and dispensations. There
is t.he last day of the week, that ends to make way for the Lord's own
welcome day of rest. Then are the sanctuary doors opened, and
Jesus comes to be in the midst and to bless His waiting flock, inviting
them still, as "in the last day, that great day of the feast," when He
cried and said, " If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink."
.The new man of grace responding, refreshment is found: the sermon
comes with power to strengthen or to instruct; the lessons are suitable,
the prayers are the very desires of the heart. Or the thirsty soul
waits still to find a portion in the last hymn.
"Though temptations seldom cease,
Though frequent griefs I feel,
Yet His Spirit whispers peace,
And He is with me still."
It is very precious when strength and help are brought down to a
poor needy soul, in the place where he is; when the Comforter allows
that the" city is low, in a low place," yet assures that they are blessed
who sow beside all waters., But it seems more gracious still, when the
Lord with a strong hand and an outstretched arm lifts right up into
His own large place and the Covenant of love, for then poverty and
tears are forgotten in Him.
FOLLOWER-ON.

A LETTER BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE, SUITABLE FOR
THE PRESENT TIME.
You seem to be much affected with the complexion of the
times. So am I; and your support is also mine. "The Lord
reigneth "-the Lord Jesus-and "blessed are all they that put their
trust in Him." His subjects have nothing to fear in the worst of
times, for their King is almighty; almighty to save them from all
their sins; almighty to save them from all their miseries; almighty
to give them all spiritual blessings; yea, almighty to command the
blessing, even life for evermore. Oh, what a King is this! Oh, what
subjects are these! , Who is a God like unto Thee, God Jesus, Who
pardonest rebels, ,and makest them kings and priests unto God and
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the Father, and then advisest them to sit down with Thee upon Thy
throne of glory. The Lord reigneth in His kingdom of grace, by His
Word, and by His Spirit, conquering rebels daily, and making them
His willing subjects, till they be all brought safe to the kingdom of
His glory. Now, what makes these blessed views of Jesus, the King
of kings, so quieting and comforting to my heart is that He is my
King. This crowns all. He is my almighty Saviour, my Blesser,
my Keeper.' His providence is over me for good, and He says to
me, " Lest any hurt thee, I will keep thee night and day." And as
to what concerns life and Godliness, He says, " Cast all thy care upon
Me, for I care for thee." Jesus, Lord, 1 believe Thee; the government
is upon Thy shoulders; under Thy protection I am safe and happy.
I know Thou canst get Thyself honour and renown in the darkest days
and the most stormy weather. Let the tempest rage ever so much,
my Pilot is almighty. He says to the winds" Be still," and to the
waves" Cease," and the stormy winds and waves fulfil His word.
,
Mr. T., here is my rest. I use means, as well as you. I am at mj
prayers. But Jesus is my only hope. The present prospect may
appear to you very dark; a black cloud gathering. You fear what
may come when it bursts in all its vengeance. My good Sir, this is
the time for faith, to exercise it; aye, to improve it. What of fail'weather and sun-shining faith ~ How can one tell whether it be true
and genuine ~ But to put to sea in our little boat in the midst of a
storm, the waves dashing over our heads and threatening to swallow
us up every moment; then to be able to say and feel, " My Christ is
with me in the boat, therefore I will trust and not be afraid," this is
the proper working of the faith of God's elect. For thus the command
runs, " Trust ye in Jehovah for ever, because in Jah Jehovah is everlasting strength." Let brother K- turn to his Hebrew Bible and
tell you why I thus render the text.
I have been so much pleased with your thought" The Lord reigneth "
that if God spare life and health, I will preach upon it New Year's Day,
and make it my watchword for the year 1789, giving the character
of the Person of the King, of the nature of His government, and what
a peculiar sort of people His subjects are; saved, pardoned, justified,
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; how they live, and how
they die, and how they live to die no more. Pray for me, that I may
be so enabled to set forth His praises, that He may be glorified in me,
and by me, then and for ever.
WAITING on God for deliverance, in an afflicted state, consists much
in a holy silence. It is a great mercy, in an affliction, to have our
bodily senses, so as not to lie raving, but still and quiet; much more
to have the heart silent and patient. Now, what the sponge is to the
cannon, when hot with often shooting, hope is to the soul in multiplied
afflictions; it cools the spirit and meekens it, so that it doth not break
out into distempered thoughts or words against God.-William Gurnall.
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"PRECIOUS IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD IS THE
DEATH OF HIS SAINTS."
THE LATE MRS. A. H. MOUNTCASTLE.
THE sympathy of our readers, as also of the readers of the English
Churchman, will have been going forth to Mr. A. H. Mountcastle, of
Ellenbrook, Manchester, who has been passing through the deep
waters of sorrow and been called to yield up his beloved wife. The
honoured name of Mountcastle has long been associated with the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and references to the Home-call of Mr. Mountcastle's
beloved father and brothers appeared in its pages some years ago.
Strangely-or shall I not rather say, in the providence of our God,
Who orders all things after the counsel of His will, and directs our
steps, guides us, and controls us-on the day that I received Mr.
Mountcast.le's tribute to the memory of his beloved wife; a volume of
Berridge was given me, and I opened the book at a letter written to a
friend who had just been similarly bereaved. It is not out of place
therefOl'e to give that letter on the present. occasion, and I pray that
it may be a word of comfort. Not that dea,r Mr. Mountcastle is not
eminently and Divinely supported. Doubtless he is weeping tears of
Borrow, but we remember how the Man of Sorrows " wept" at the
grave of His "friend." Jesus does not chide us for our tears, but
through them draws our hearts up to Himself, the One always with
us " even unto the end," and thereby gives us His richest consolations
and proves Himself the God of all comfort. "He never takes away
our all, Himself He leaves us still." And though He is gathering
Home, so fast it seems to us, our best-beloved, yet, while our hearts
may be riven in sorrow, we are glad for them. They rest in His
presence. . They have done with sin and suffering and sorrow; they
have seen His face and are satisfied.
In Mrs. Mountcastle has passed on before us-only for " a little
while "-another pilgrim. Earth is the poorer, heaven is the richer
by one more redeemed sinner at Home. The memorial paper tells
how Maria Elizabeth Mountcastle was "put to sleep by Jesus,
Feb. 13th, 1914, aged 42 years." And her bereaved partner gives
the lovely consolatory words of Rev. xiv. 13, John xvii. 24, and Rev.
xxi. 4, and adds, " The Lord has been pleased to take back that which
I received from Him thirteen years ago~my beloved wife. She was
ever a true woman, a devoted wife, a willing helper, a faithful friend,
patient in suffering and uncomplaining in trial. In sorrow she has
cheered; in sickness she has succoured; in trial she has comforted.
What can I do but thank Him for His goodness in giving me such a
wife, and now taking her to a better Home.
" 'If Thou shouldst call me to resign

What most I prize, it ne' er was mine;
I only yield Thee what is Thine,
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" , The Lord gave, and the Lord hath t.aken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord.'
" 1 Thess. iv. 13, 14."
Brethren, beloved readers, it is our sacred privilege to pray one
for another. Let us remember our bereaved friends and ask that the
Lord Himself will descend to heal their wounds and be very near them
with His richest consolations.
R.
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(CONTRIBUTED.]
ANOTHER of the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been gathered
Home in the falling asleep of Mrs. A. H. Mountcastite, of Ellenbrook.
She passed away on the 13th of February, after a long illness borne
with exemplary patience. She was one of the quiet workers in the
Master's vineyard, and always preferred to work out of sight. 'Being
unable to hear public. speakers unless the voice was known to her,
she willingly worked at home writing her husband's letters wbile
he was engaged at Protestant meetings. She was the daughter of an
Orangeman-the late Bro. 1. H. Morton, of Manchester-and the
J~oyal Orange Institution of England always had a warm place in
her heart.
Mrs. Mountcastle endeared herself in a very special manner to
those with whom she came in contact. In her home the weary and
sad always got a warm welcome, and rarely ever left without being
comforted. Some years ago she entertained a Girls' Friendly class
from the church she attended before marriage, and where for many
years she was a Sunday School teacher, and she asked a dear friend,
the Rev. Henry Dening, to come down and give an address, which he
gladly did, and the message was greatly blessed. But the children
were her special care and pleasure. She was never happier than
when she entertained parties of little visitors, and nothing was a
trouble when done for them. At the time of the Coronation she had
hoped to have a little party out of one of the Manchester slums; but
when the time came, she was laid aside. This was· a sore trial, but
as she lay on the sick bed, she decided to give a Coronation Bible to
every child in her immediate neighbourhood who was attending
school, and she wrote on the fly-leaf of e.ach Bible the words of
Eccles. xii. 1.
Her body was laid to rest in St. Mark's Churchyard, Worsley, by
two of her most valued friends, the Rev. Thomas Dickinson, M.A.,
Rector of St. Clement's, Openshaw; and the Rev. F. Addison, B.A.,
of St..John's, Mosley Common, Boothstown. In the church was sun~
" Rock of Ages," and at the grave side, " What a Friend we have in
Jesus." The respect and affection shown when t.he body was taken
to its last resting-place was very touching. The large number of
people who met the funeral party at the church evidenced the place
she had held in their hearts. Of late years she greatly enjoyed attending
St. John's Church, Mosley Common, and had formed many warm
friendships. Special memorial services were held there ontbe Sunday
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following the interment. In the morning the Rev. F. Addison preached
on Luke xviii. 41-43. He remarked how the eyes of the one they
mourned that day. had been opened by the Holy Spirit, and how
ever after she had been a faithful follower of Christ, and a regular
worshipper in His temple. "Her good influence will long be felt
amongst us, while het example of patient fortitude and cheerful
submission to the Master's will must always be our help. Although
afflicted for so many years, a murmur was never heard to pass her
lips." In. the evening the Rev. Thomas Dickinson preached from
Psalm cxvi. 15, and the message was greatly blessed to a crowded
congregation of mourners.
The last Sunday night Mrs. Mountcastle spent70n earth she drew
her husband's attention to four verses she lovedl:" One in His death on the tree,
·One as He rose from the dead,
I from the curse am as free
E'en as my glorious Head.
" One in His merits I stand,
One as I pray in His Name,
All that His worth can demand
I can with confidence claim.
" One on the throne by His side,
One in His Sonship Divine,
One as the Bridegroom and Bride,
One as the Branch and the Vine.
" All that He has shall be mine,
All that He is I shall be;
Robed in His glory Divine
I shall be even as He."
. "Commit thy way unto the Lord."
[A LETTER .FROM THE REV. J. BERRIDGE TO MR. EDWARDS, ON THE
DEATH OF HIS WIFE, MARCH 26TH, 1771.]
My DEAR BROTHER,-Mr. Winter informs me of the loss of your dea.r
wife. You once knew that she was mortal; but she has now put off
mortality, and is become immortal. Can this grieve you ~ Oh! that
I was where she is now!
" Safe landed on that peaceful shore
Where pilgrims meet, to part no more."
She was once a mourning sinner in the wilderness, but she is now a
glorified saint in Zion. The Lord is become her everlasting Light,
the days of her mourning are ended. Does this trouble you ~ She
was once afflicted with bodily pains and weakness, encompassed with
cares, and harassed with a crowd of anxious needless fears, but she
has now arrived at her Father's house; and Jesus, dear Jesus, has
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wiped away all tears from her eyes, and freed her in a moment from
all pains, cares, fears, and wants. And shall this affect you ~
" She ranges on the heavenly plains,
And sings with sweet heart-melting strains,
And now her soul begins to prove
The heightEl and depths of Jesus' love;
He cheers her with eternal smile;
She sings' Hosannah ' all the while;
Or, overwhelm'd with rapture sweet,
Sinks down adoring at His feet."
You have not lost your wife. She has only left you for a few
moments; left an earthly husband to visit heavenly Father; and
expects your arrival there soon to join the hallelujah for redeeming
love. Are you still weeping ~ Fie upon you, brother! Weeping because
your wife can weep no more! Weeping because she is happy! because
she is joined to that assembly where all are kings and priests! ,Weeping
because she is daily feasted with heavenly manna, and hourly drinking
new wine in her Father's kingdom! Weeping because she is now
where you would be, and long to be eternally! Weeping because
she is singing, and singing sweet anthems to her God and your God!
Jesus has fetched your bride triumphantly Home to His kingdom,
to draw your soul more ardently thither. He has broken up a cistern
to bring you nearer, and keep you closer to the fountain; has caused
a moment's separation to divorce your affections from the creature;
and has torn a wedding-ring from your heart, to set it bleeding more
freely, and panting more vehemently for .Jesus. Hereafter you will
see how gracious the Lord has been in calling a beloved wife Home,
in order to betroth the husband more effectually to Himself. Remember
that the ho.use of mourning becomes and befriends a sinner, that
sorrow is a .safe companion for a pilgrim who walks much astray until
his heart is well broken. May all your tears flow.in a heavenly channel,
and every sigh waft your soul to Jesus! May the God of all consolation
comfort you through life, and in death afford you a triumphant entrance
into His kingdom.
80 prays your friend and brother in the Gospel of Christ,
,T. B.

a

IT is a proof that prayer has proceeded from unworthy motives,
when the blessings which succeed it are not acknowledged with as much
fervency as when they were originally implored.-John Morison.
I MIGHT mention many times in which we might trust in the Lord,
but they are all comprised in the little word " all "-and a precious
word it is-" Trust in Him at all times." When you are full of fears,
then you shall bring the little word all unto Him, and say. "I have
nothing to encourage me to come unto Thee but that precious little
word all."-John Berridge.
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TOUR IN THE HOLY· LAND.
LATFJ REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF

PERRY BARR,

BIRMINGHAM.

(Oontinued from page 183.)

THIRTY dynasties of the Pharaohs! seventeen or thereabouts of the
Ptolemies! besides as many of the Coosars! What mighty kings and
emperors reigned over this land! What fearful battles and conquests!
What oppression and, tyranny! What vast energies and intellects
have been expended here! But where are they now? Numbered
with the dead, their glory gone and buried; yet there is a vast and
awful future before them, and where will they spend it? We must all
stand before the great judgment seat, and everyone receive according
as he hath done, whether it be good or whether it be evil! Momentous
thought! the past and the future are linked together inseparably.
To them" time" hath been, but now it is swallowed up in an awful
eternity. The pyramids are ancient, very ancient. The dynasties of
the Coosars, the Ptolemies, and the Pharaohs, are very ancient too.
But all is as a drop in the great ocean of eternity!
" Eternity 1 eternity I
That boundless, soundless, tideless sea,
Of mysteries the mystery:
What is eternity to me ?
Infinite bliss I or misery I "
" Lord Jesus, help us now to flee,
And fix our hopes alone on Thee;
Apply Thy blood, Thy Spirit give,
Subdue our sins, and may we live 1"
After resting for a few moments we soon reached the top of the
Great Pyramid; and faster than I cared for we had climbed the 201
courses of stones from the base to the top in less than twenty minutes.
Some of our party had done it in less time, but I felt there was no
hurry, and I wanted to enjoy it thoroughly and leisurely. We found
a broad flat top, about thirty feet square, and the huge stones covered
with inscriptions and names, among which our guide pointed to that
of the Prince of Wales; and so at the entreaty of one of my Arabs I
let him insert my own; he pointed to a small smooth centre stone, and
asked me to write it in pencil, after which he cut it into the stone. He
led me to the edge and held me while I took a survey all round; north,
south, east, and west. There was of course nothing to interfere with
this view, from so lofty an eminence. It was very fine and extensive, I
might add grand and imposing, such as no other human edifice could
possibly afford. Canals winding through the plain, the large expanse
of water when the Nile is at the highest; the citadel and minarets of
Cairo; the Mokattam hills in the distance; with the quarries of
Masarah, from whence pyramids were built; a view of other pyramids;
and the great desert; the heights of Abooroash; two stone bridges,
etc. The- view was extraordinary and remarkable!
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'Corresponding in grandeur is the space covered by this one great
pyramid. It is said to equal the area of Lincoln's Inn Fields, or nearly
13 English acres! The solid contents have been calculated at 85
million cubic feet! There are 201 courses or layers of stone, piled one
upon another, some of great magnitude; yet notwithstanding all this
solidity, the wear and tear from drifting rain and wind have caused
many of these granite blocks to be worn and perforated, like a large
sponge, and like some of the rocks and mountains in the Holy Land.
This appearance of the pyramid was to me very striking, and in some
of the larger stones I noticed it more than in others.
It may be interesting to compare the relative heights of the following
buildings. The tower of Strasburg cathedral, the highest in Europe,
is 461 feet. The dome of St. Peter's at Rome is 429 feet. The dome of
St. Paul's, London, is 404 feet. But the height of the Great Pyramid
originally was 480 feet 9 inches, and even now it is about 460 feet.
By the time I had reached the dizzy apex, you will readily understand
how glad I was to be held firmly by the Arabs, while I stood at the
edge,and ventured to look down over the different sides from this giddy
height, and then right glad to sit down and rest in the coolest part
before I thought about the descent.
.
In speaking of the different heights of the stone steps, i.e., the layers
of stone, it need not necessarily be inferred the actual height of the
stones differed, but that some of ~hose huge stones have been laid bare
more than others. It is quite clear the outward surface was, when
finished" perfectly smooth and polished, and very possibly, as Herodotus
affirms, covered with inscriptions; but the outer casing stones have
been removed for the building of mosques and palaces centuries ago
by powers that have long since crumbled in the dust. It is computed
by some that this Great Pyramid contained upwards of five million tons of
stone, including the outward casing of polished limestone. And during
the lapse of 3000 years no visible opening had been discovered.
The descent of the Great Pyramid I found easier, though I expected
it would have proved harder. My Arab guides performed their duties
well, and took every possible care in helping me down, two in front,
one behind, while the little bright-eyed boy still kept close with his
bottle of water, of which I sometimes drank, and at other times just
cooled and washed the mouth.
They pressed hard for some payment at the top, before taking me
down, but that I resisted, promising to satisfy all their demands when
safely down. I did not time myself in the descent, but probably it
was the same as the ascent, viz., under twenty minutes, for part of the
time we came down at great speed. But I little dreamt of the much
harder and hotter work awaiting me, .in climbing and scrambling
within the pyramid.
It was well I sat down to rest ten minutes on a stone at the entrance,
and availed myself of two small cups of coffee which the Arabs brought
me. Here I chatted and cooled myself a little amidst the group oi
friends gathered around; Borne had been climbing, some had not;
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some were disposed to examine the interior, others would not
risk it. Here I paid my guides, who seemed very pleased and
satisfied. But they kept close to me, and pressed their services
for the interior. I ordered one, but they all came, and long before I
had entered far I felt the comfort and need of them. But before
describing my own adventures inside, I wjll pause to give an account
of the first known effort to break into the Great Pyramid.
Of the real entrance into this wonderful structure no sign was visible
for well-nigh 3000 years. The original casing and surface of this
Great Pyramid was smooth and polished, and nowhere presented the
least indication of a doorway, or any other passage into this massive
pile of stone, containing, according to calculation, 85 million cubic feet
.
in the solid.
The great secret of the entrance appears to have remained inviolable
until the year of our Lord 820, when, according to Arab writers, it
was brought to light by the Caliph EI"Mamoon. Tradition had declared
it to be built before the Flood by l'!- celebrated king, who had deposited
within it very great treasures, all kinds of precious stones, and a
quantity of gold coins put up in columns.
Incited by these stories, the great caliph ordered the engineers of his
day to discover the entrance and open the pyramid.
In order more effectually to deceive any who might attempt the
opening, the great builder had ordered the real entrance passage to be
placed about 25 feet from the centre. Not knowing this, the engineers and
workmen of the caliph commenced their efforts naturally at the centre,
and with iron, fire, and vinegar, quarried their way through the solid
masonry. The labour must have been enormous; but the progress,
though slow, was so persevering and sure that at length they succeeded
in penetrating no less than 100 feet in depth from the surface. After
that, however, they began to feel dispirited in the midst of what
appeared such hard and fruitless labour. They also called to mind
the story of an old Egyptian king, who had found on calculation that
all the wealth of Egypt, in his time, would not enable him to destroy
one of the pyramids. The working parties were now beginning to
feel very dispirited and rebellious, when one day, in the midst of their
murmurings, they heard a great stone fall into some hollow passage,
only a few feet from where they were working.
Energetically they pushed on their fatiguing work, hammers and
fire and vinegar being all at work again, until, at length, they reached
some mysterious hollow, "exceeding dark, dreadful to look at, and
difficult to pass"; along this the sound travelled. A large angular
fitting stone, that had made for ages a smooth and polished portion of
the ceiling of this lonely and narrow passage indistinguishable from
any other part, had now dropped on the floor before their eyes, and
revealed the welcome fact, there was at that point a passage, beyond
and above, ascending out of this descending one.
But alas! that passage proved to be suddenly closed by a granite
portcullis, not built in, or built up, as if never intended to be entered,
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but grandly left portcullis down; a portcullis of finished workmanship,
and manifestly designed to be raised in its own regular grooves when
the proper time and right man should appear.
Meanwhile it proved to be of massive and portentous weight; and
the crew who had now scrambled about it were not the right and
skilled men for the work. .Accordingly, unable to lift the great stone
gate, they broke in sideways and round about, through the smaller
masonry, and then penetrated up again into the ascending passage at
a point past the obstruction. On they rushed, that lawless crowd,
thirsting for the promised wealth; up no less than 100 feet of the
steep incline, crouching upon hands and knees and chin together,
through a passage of royally polished marble, but only 14 inches in
height or breadth, so they had painfully to crawl along, with their
burning torches.
Then suddenly they emerge into a tall gallery in front of them.
After long and wearying efforts, a hollow passage was at length
discovered, exceeding dark, dreadful to look at, and difficult to pass.
Through this they scramble some distance. Then on the level appears
another low passage leading to a small room, and on the right a square,
black, ominous-looking well's mouth. Then onwards above them a
continuation of the great gallery or hall, leading, as they supposed, to
all the treasures of the earth.
Narrow was the way, only 6 feet broad anywhere, and contracted to
3 feet at the floor, but rising to a height of 28 feet, almost above the
power of their smoky lights to illuminate; and of polished, glistening,
marble-like, cyclopean stone throughout. Well might they suppose
that must be the high road to fortune and to wealth. Up and up its
receding floor line, ascending at an angle of 26°, they had to push their
toilsome way for 150 feet more. Then an obstructing ledge to climb
over, then a low doorway, in solid granite, to bow below, then a hanging
portcullis to pass under, then another doorway; and after that they
leaped, without any further let or hindrance, at once, into the Grand
Chamber, which appeared to them the conclusion of everything; the
great chamber to which, and for which, all their energies had been
directed.
Access was thus at length obtained to the place of the wished-for
treasures, and great hopes were entertained of finding a rich reward
for all their toil. But these hopes were doomed to end in disappointment. The chamber was indeed "a right noble apartment . . of
polished. granite throughou:t; in blocks squared and true"; and so
large that an old traveller said "eight stones floor it, eight roof it,
eight flag the ends of it, and sixteen the sides"; and all put together
with such exquisite skill that the joints are barely discernible to the
closest inspection.
But all they could find in it was a stone chest or coffer, without a
lid!
It almost seemed as if this great pyramid had been previously
entered and rifled: so the Caliph EI-Mamoon was about to abandon
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his vain search, when the people began to evince their-discontent and
to censure his ill-placed avidity.
.
.
To check their murmurs he had recourse to artifice. He secretly
ordered a large sum of money to be conveyed to, and buried in, the
innermost part of the excavated passage; and the subsequent discovery of the supposed treasure, which was found to be about equal
to what had been expended, satisfied the people; and the caliph
gratified his own curiosity at the expense of all this labour and money.
Thus closes the account of the first great effort to break into this
wondrous pile of massive stone. Since then it has been repeatedly
entered, and wondrous discoveries made, not so much of other passages
and chambers as of some of the probable designs and objects in erecting
a structure so stupendous.
(To be continued.)
(!totte~ponlJrnce.

AN APPEAL FROM THE CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.

To the Editor

0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR MR. EDIToR,-The " Circus" Church, Portsmouth, is known
to many of the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and I am hoping that
friends might feel disposed to help in the expense of a fresh edition of
the "Circus" Hymnal, which as you know is a most Scriptural,
experimental and comforting selection of hymns. .I am glad to say
we have applications for the book, but being out of them, can not
supply others with them. If you can find space for this letter in your
most interesting and valuable MAGAZINE, I shall be most grateful.
,
Very sincerely yours,
ARTHUR J. DAY.
Minister of the " Circus " Church.
MINDEN, HEREFORD ROAD,
SOUTHSEA, March 19, 1914.
THERE are two ways in which iniquities may" prevail" against the
Christian-the first is in the growing sense of his guilt; the second is
in the power of their acting. This prevalence can not be entire, for
" sin shall not have dominion over" them; but it may be occasional
and partial. There are two ways, according to Scripture, in which
God purges our transgressions; and they always go together. The
one is by pardoning mercy. Thus David prays: "Purge me with
hyssop, and I shall be clean." Thus the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth
us from all sin. The other is by sanctifying grace: "I will sprinkle
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean." And this is as much the
work of God as the former. He subdues our iniquities as well as
forgives them.-William Jay.
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l'rotHHant lSeacon.
THE CHURCH ON THE TIBER.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY.THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Continued from page 188.)
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THEN, observe, it is said, " With whom the kings of the earth have
committed fornication" (v. 2). It is very remarkable that these
words describe exactly the sort of influence that the Roman Catholic
Church has exercised over all the Governments of the world. We
read, in the history of the popes, how they used those that were under
their control, as instruments for accomplishing their purpose, which
was to bring the kings of the earth into subjection, and to make them
the dupes and victims of their carnal ambition. Of those monarchs
some ruled over our own country. For example, John, Henry H.,
Mary (who was called the Bloody Queen Mary), James 11., and others.
Those tools of the pope assisted Rome to exercise the most degrading
tyranny over the minds, and the persons, and the political and religious
interests, of their subjects; and we know what the consequence was,
that, during their reign, no one dared to claim freedom of thought or
will on any subject. No one dared to seek after truth for themselves,
or enjoy a moment's deliverance from that galling chain of spiritual
and moral bondage in which they were held. And we know what
terrible pains and penalties were inflicted upon those who ventured
to exercise a free judgment in matters of religion in this country,
and every other country where the scourge of Romanism prevailed. We read how the pope employed the sovereigns of other
countries to carry out his diabolical policy-the slaughter of the
Huguenots supplies us with an example. It was brought about by
that degraded slave of Rome, Charles IX., of France. History also
informs us how Henry IV., Emperor of Germany, was reduced to the
most contemptible state of subserviency to Pope Gregory VII., the
notorious Hildebrand. We have reason to remember Philip 11., of
Spain, who was married to our Queen Mary. He was the author of
that attempt upon the liberties of England which was represented by
the Spanish Armada; and other sovereigns might be mentioned,
French and German, who were the base tools of Romish bigotry and
intolerance. Notable among these was the Great Emperor, Charles V.,
who did much to render himself agreeable to the various popes whose
supremacy he acknowledged. And so we might go through all the
pages of history in the dark ages, when the popes ruled supremely
over the affairs of men, and point out the various monarchs who submitted themselves and their kingdoms to the power of the pope, who
allowed themselves to be made the dupes and tools of that deadly
enemy of mankind, and to carry out their Satanic purposes and designs.
So we find how true this description is, that the kings of the earth
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committed fornication with her; that is-the Harlot Church of Rome,
meaning thereby that they have employed every vile policy against
God and His people at the dictation of this venomous Church.
"~:A.nd the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the
wine of her fornication." A very remarkable figure is employed here.
We remember that the Lord Jesus Christ speaking, through His servant, in the Book of Isaiah, uses language in which a similar figure is
employed, "Come; buy wine and milk, without money and without
price" (Isa. Iv. 1). There was milk for the babes, and wine for the
more advanced; but it was the milk and the wine of God's Word, that
Word that satisfies, that Word that refreshes, that Word that nourishes
the soul, just as milk nourishes the babe, just as wine makes glad the
heart of the adult. So here we have the Lord's provision of truth
and love in His Word. But it was not intoxicating. There was no
intoxicating power in the wine that Jesus administered. He did not
drive men out of their senses; He did not deprive them of their reason;
He did not make them the enemies of God and of their fellow-men, in
that utter wildness of sin and wickedness that disturbed their reason
and made them reckless instruments of Satan; nothing of the sort.
The more we receive of the truth of God, the wiser and more rational
we are. True reason is that which brings us near to God, and which
leads us to serve Him and to live to His glory. God has given us
reason that we may exercise it for His praise, and for the best interests
of mankind, and for ourselves. But that which leads us to insult God,
that which leads us to injure those around us, that which leads us
to take steps that are contrary to our own true interests, as well as
the interests of others, can not be right reason, it can never be sound
judgment, it must indicate the privation of reason. We observe those
who have no reason, or whose reason is suspended, rushing here and
there without any guide or. director, injuring those around them, and
injuring themselves very often; showing by that very process, like
the man called Legion in our Lord's day, that they are not under the
influence of that reasoning faculty which God has given to man,
whereby he is to regulate his movements, to act with kindness to
those around him, and to do what is for his own interest and
advantage.
Now when we come to study Romanism as a religion, we find everything irrational, everything absurd, everything extravagant and contrary to common sense; indeed which outrages every sense that God
has given us. Take the doctrine of transubstantiation. A man
calling himself a priest holds up a wafer before a multitude of people.
You see at once that it ill a wafer; and the most ordinary exercise of
reason says to us, when it is held up, and when we come to exercise
the faculty of sight that God has given us, and to call into use the
intelligence by which man is distinguished from brutes, that it is a
wafer, and nothing but a wafer; and if we have the opportunity of
employing other faculties upon it, such as touch, taste, smell, etc., we
shall come just to the same conclusion, and shall feel thoroughly
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convinced that a man is holding in his hand, or we are holding in our
hand, a wafer, and nothing more. Nevertheless, the Roman Catholic
Church says it is not a wafer; it is a man. Now one would suppose
that those who are induced to receive that assertion must first have
been deprived of the ordinary powers of body and mind that God
had given them; in fact, of the exercise of all their faculties-that
is to say, their eyes must deceive them, their reason must deceive
them; and if they are allowed to take it into their hands, their touch
must deceive them; if they are allowed to taste· it, their .taste must
deceive them; if they are allowed to smell it, their faculty of smell
must deceive them; in fact, they must be deprived of the use of those
faculties that God has given them for their safe, proper, and useful
direction and guidance, before they can believe such a monstrous
statement as that that wafer is a man. And yet there are millions
of people who have been led to believe that lie.
Now you see how it is. You can get an intoxicated man or woman
to believe what a sober man or woman will not believe. If you make
a man or woman drunk, what do you do ~ You deprive them of the
use of their reason, and in consequence you can get them to believe in
anything, however irrational or absurd; they speak without reason,
they eat without reason, and you can lead them to accept assertions,
and to do things that they would not accept or do if they were)n their
sober senses, as we say. If you hear of people doing wild and extravagant things, you ofteI,l say, " Surely they were not in their sober
senses," and you say so because you know that if they were in the full
use of their senses they would not do them. How remarkable it is
that the Church of Rome is said here to "intoxicate" its victims. And
you and I, dear friends, feel that they must be intoxicated before
they can believe the monstrous lies they are told. I have given you
one specimen, but several others might be given. For example-you
hear in the legends of their saints of some remarkable characters who
have inflicted the most terrible injuries upon themselves, on their
own bodies-they have wounded themselves, tortured themselves;
and done everything to make themselves miserable, and the Church
of Rome tells them that that is the most acceptable offering they call
make to God-that is, to make an offering to a. God of love, of selfinfliction, self-torture, self-misery-the wounds and the blood that
you and I would shudder to contemplate, they tell their victims that
God looks at with eyes of admiration and joy. And yet the Word of
God tells us that God is love. Now, surely men must lose their reason
before they can believe that a God of love would delight in the selfinflicted agonies of His creatures, and that they can not do anything
more acceptable· to Him than to inflict them. That is one of the
extravagances of the Roman Catholic Church.
(To be continued.)
HE that never doubted. never believed.-Joss.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
ON Friday evening, April 24th, the Annual Sermon will (D.V.) be
preached at St. Bride's,· Fleet Street, by permission of the Vicar, the
Rev. W. C. Heaton, M.A., by the Rev. J. M. Sangar, B.A., Rector of
Elworthy, Somerset. The Service will. commence at 7 o'clock, and
the Committee hope that a large congregation will assemble.
The 107th Annual Meeting will be held on the following Friday
eyening, May 1st, at 6 o'clock, in the Pillar .Hall of the Cannon Street
Hotel. Lord Blytbswood will preside, and addresses will be given by
the Revs. T. Houghton, E. Mitchell and W. Sinden; SirC. Robert
Lighton, Bart.; Messrs. F. A. Bevan and A. Hayles, and others. The
attendance of all friends of the Lord's aged poor is heartily invited.
The April number of the Quarterly Record is ready, and will be sent
to any address upon application. It contains a portrait and sketch of
the late Mr. W. H. Greaves-Bagshawe, and an illustrated article by Old
Humphrey, together with other papers and full particulars of the
approaching Anniversaries.
.
The Secretary has visited Richmond, Norbiton, Brentford and
Portsmouth. At the Circus Church the Society has a valued friend
in the Rev. Arthur J. Day, B.A., who kindly represents the Institution
in Portsmouth. Other meetings and sermons have been arranged.
The financial year, which closed on March 31st, has been one of
considerable anxiety to the Committee, but through the goodness of
the Lord, thElY have been enabled to maintain without slackening
every branch of the work, which needs £1 15s. every hour to carry it on.
Mrs. M. A. Massey, for no less than fifty-eight years a Lady Visitor
of our Camberwell Home, has passed away. Her unusually long
association with the Institution gave her experience great weight, and
her gracious Christian spirit endeared her to all.
The present position of the Society evokes the grateful question,
" What hath God wrought ~" 1547 Life Pensioners are upon the
books, and seven Homes are maintained. Since its foundation the
Institution has dispensed no less than £460,000 to aged pilgrims, and
from the Morton Bequest, £40,900 has been distributed among them.
The Almoners of the Society render honorary service. This system of
personal visitation is of increasing value in these days ot hurry.
" Freely ye have received, freely give," are the words of our dear
Redeemer. His people are but stewards of all they possess ; their
money is not their own. "Occupy till I come" is the superscription
upon every coin. God, "blessed for ever," delights to give. He
bestows on His people His unspeakable gift-H~s beloved Son-and
to Him He grants a countless flock of ransomed souls, for their
Shepherd's glory, while to each of the flock He gives not only His
beloved Son, but also the Holy Spirit, with all His store of graces and
joys. In proportion as these gifts are valued shall we feel that" we
are debtors," and delight to minister to those of whom the Lord will
say, " Ye have done it unto Me."
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
A PROMINENT event of the month was the disclosure by Mr. Asquith
of the Government's plan for dealing with the Ulster problem. The
main points of the scheme-which provides for the temporary exclusion
of any county in the Province-':-are as follows: (1) Any county in the
Province of Ulster is to be exCluded for a certain period if on a poll
being taken of the parliamentary electors of the county before the Bill
comes into operation there is a bare majority of votes in favour of exclusion. (2) The poll is to be taken for the county as a whole, without
regard to its parliamentary divisions. (3) The period for which the
l?ounty, if it wished, could vote for its own exclusion is to be six years
from the first meeting of the Irish Legislature in Dublin. Whether the
plan of the Government will eventually form the basis of an amicable
settlement between the contending parties remains to be seen. .All
thoughtful men realize that there is grave peril of civil war, and much
prayer is doubtless being offered that God may save our country from
the terrible dangers to which we are exposed at this critica'! time in the
nation's history.
Both Houses of Convocation have been in session, and we regret to
say the majority of the Bishops have passed resolutions in favour of
the" Romeward Drift" in the Church of England. The Upper House
of Canterbury has resolved to recommend, "under specified conditions
and with due safeguards, a diversity of use" in regard to the vesture
of the minister. In other words, inasmuch as in " about four thousand
churches" the Mass Vestments are now worn in defiance of the law,
the Bishops recommend that these vestments, which are symbolical of·
Romish doctrine, should be made legal in the Church of England. In
addition to this, both the NOlthern and Southern Houses of Convocation
have by a majority declared themselves in favour of tolerating the
illegal and superstitious practice of reserving the Sacrament. In view
of this lamentable action on the part of the Bishops the English Churchman well says: "Our duty is now clear. We must resist by all the
means at our disposal the changes which would mar the testimony of
the Pra} er Book in general and of the Communion Service in particular,
and we must contend unflinchingly for the full inheritance bequeathed
to us by the great Reformers. Since the would-be revisers are calling
for civil war in the Church, then civil war it must be."

"

",\

Not content with endeavouring to revise the Prayer Book in a
Romanizing direction, the Bishops of the Southern Convocation have
also shown their readiness to favour the views of the Higher Critics.
We quote the following. from the English Churchman: "The Report
of the Canterbury Upper House shows that the Bishops are ready to
revise our Prayer Book in the interests of the Rationalists as well as
the Ritualists. Instead of the present explicit declaration of f a i t h :
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which is required of, a candidate for Deacon's Orders, the following
substitute was agreed upon: 'Do you unfeignedly believe all the
Canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, as conveying to
us the Revelation of God, brought to its fullness in Jesus Christ? 1 The
qualifying clause is intended to leave room in the ministry for those
who profess to find error and immorality in the Bible, Again, in the
Baptismal Service the Report provides for the excision of the references
to the Deluge and the Exodus in deference to the critics who deny the
historical reality of .those great events. Moreover, it eliminates the
allusion in the Marriage Service to Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and
Rebecca, so that offence may hot be given to sceptics who repudiate
the historicity of the narratives in which those names occur. When
we remember the use that is made of the Old Testament in the New,
when we consider our Lord's own testimony to Noah, Abraham, and
Isaac, we can see where the Bishops would lead us by their misguided
concessions to the passing whims of the critical school. Their action
will be generally understood as an endorsement of Rationalistic speculations and an approval of premeditated attempts to discredit the Word
of God. It is quite time for the lovers of truth and order to join in an
organized effort to counteract this disastrous revision."
The figures published recently in the official Year Book of the Church
of England show a large decrease in communicants at Easter,. and
decreases in baptisms, Sunday scholars, and Bible Classes. Baptisms·
have decreased by 14,143, communicants at Easter have decreased by
100,226, and Sunday scholars and Bible Classes have decreased to the
extent of 30,208. Confirmations, however, have increased by 4,533,
and Sunday School teachers by 1,360. Such a decline, taken with the
acknowledged decline in other denominations, and the decline in
Church attendance, can not but be regarded as disquieting in the
extreme.
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THE TREASURY OF DAVID. By the late 'REV. C. H. SPURGEON.
7d. net each part. New Serial Edition. (London: Marshall
Brothers, Ltd., 47, Paternoster Row.)
WE call attention to the splendid serial edition of Mr. Spurgeon's
priceless Commentary on the Book of Psalms, now being published
The work is so well known that it is unnecessary to say more than
that it is the most complete commentary on the Psalms extant, and
makes an acceptable present to ministers, teachers, private students,
and all who love the old paths. This serial edition is handsomely
produced and is a worthy memorial of the great preacher. In this
connection it is interesting to note that the first sermon of the sixtieth
volume of Mr. Spurgeon's "Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit" was
issued on Jan. 1st, 1914, forming No. 3387 of his discourses.

