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" And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wiEdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not ta know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucijied."-1 CoRINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.

"THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE."
"DURING the succeeding stages of corruption in both doctrine
and worship, in Christendom, and while the second, of Satan's
grand attacks on the Perfect Man steadily was leading up to its
climax, the LORD had had His seven thousand in reserve. This
band of witnesses, from Wycliffe; Vicar of Lutterwurth, onwards,
had been taught by the HOLY GHOST that in the written Word of
GOD, and not in the oral traditions of man, was to be found the
faith once for all delivered to the saints. Just, therefore, when in
the boasted Council of Trent the Church which 'Antichrist had
erected was publicly to receive its top-stone, the foundations
mysteriously began to tremble, and the whole fabric was suddenly
rent from the top to the bottom. The grand articulus stantis aut
cadentis Ecclesire-justification by the free' grace of faith-was
flashed, like the pure electric light, in the face. of the spiritual
'3
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iguorance of preceding ages, and the nations, hitherto kept in gross
darkness by the priesthood of Satan, were ushered into the glorious
liberty of the Gospel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
" One of the greatest marvels of the awakening of the nations,
known as the Reformation of the sixteenth century, was that the
instruments most needed for the conduct of the work were ready
to hand when the LORD required them. The art of printing and
the free circulation of the Word of Life, the bold protests
of men like the well-known worthies who formed the front
line of GOD'S army of witnesses, and the general proclamation of the glorious Gospel of the grace of GOD, were all used
by the SPIRIT to the casting down of the vast edifice which
Satan had built up, and to the emancipation of millions who
had been reared in the abominable idolatries of the medieval
period. Never since the day of Pentecost had the HOLY GHOST
put forth so mighty an exhibition of His power. And what, it
may be asked, was the special blow struck at the head of the serpent
at this the close of his second trial of the Perfect Man? Nothing
less than a Divinely authoritative setting aside of the human
element of sensuous religionism which ever finds its expression in a
visible symholism and an organized sacerdotalism. It is true that
this principle of visibility and externaJism had been judged long
before, when, by an awful providence, Jerusalem with its typical
ceremonialism was razed to the ground, A.D. 70. But at that
pcriod the supremacy of the Bible, as the exhaustive 'revelation of
JEHOVAH, had yet to be cstablished. Hence ages were, in the
Divine counsel, ordained to elapse, during which human tradition
and patristic literature were alloweu to run their course, develop,
and bring forth their inevitable results-the setting aside of the
written Word and the substitution of human ordinances and
teaching. Then, when Satan had succeeded in putting the Church
above the Bible, and the priesthood above CHRIST, the plot of the
deceiver of the nations was suddenly laid bare, and the craft of
the serpent was more than matched by the Incarnatc WISDOM O~·
GOD, the Seed of the woman. . . . . . . . .
"Rapidly were diffused translations of the Holy Scriptures from
the dead languages in which they had hitherto been locked up,
and the SPIRIT gave witness to the fact that, while for centuries
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the visible Church had taught a religion of sensuous pomp, ceremony,
and symbolism, 'GOD is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth.' The very reaction from the
gross lie of Satan to the living Truth of the Word served to deepen
the convictions felt by Christendom, and to break its allegiance to
the Satanized system which for so many ages had held it in subjection. Thus it was that the great adversary was met at the
point of the sword of the Word. ' It is written' was the epitaph
scored into the very depths of the devil's seeming triumph, and
in letters so large and plain that even the wayfaring man, though
a fool, could read them and give GOD glory for the serpent's defeat.
"From the siJ..-teenth century downwards, then, to our own
times, the ground of the devil's attack on the invisible Church of
GOD has been entirely shifted. ' The Bible, the Bible only' became
the watchword of the emancipated from the day of the Reformation. But the reader may not pass over the fiery ordeal which
the Church of the Firstborn was called to know ere she was
accounted pure-handed enough to hold aloft this eternal banner
of the Truth.
" Just as at the close of the first temptation of the dispensation
persecution marked the rage of the foe, so also at the end of the
second. The goods hitherto held in peace were not to be
surrendered peaceably. Consequently we find the furious spirit
of hell stirring up kings, princes, and rulers to authorize the most
fiendish massacres of the protesting Christians, and keeping the
fires of martyrdom flaming day and night. The so-called' Holy
Office,' or Court of Inquisition (indebted for its origin to the order
of Rome's saint, Dominic), resorted to the most diabolical excesses
in its attempts to put out the light of the Gospel in the persons of
those whom it had illuminated. The Romish writer Llorente, who
was for some years Secretary to the Spanish Inquisition, computes
that in the short space of thirty-six years no fewer than 13,000
human beings were burnt, and 17,000 condemned to different
lesser sentences, in Spain alone; HH,423 being condemned in
some form or other under the jurisdiction of this Satanic institution
in the Peninsula.
" During the earlier part of this second period of dispensational
temptation there had been reared in the East another and a gigantic
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system of ecclesiastical imposture and soul-destroying error in the
shape of Mohammedanism. This false Church 31so set aside the
Holy Scriptures, substit.uting for them the fraudful writings of man
in the shape of the Koran. The early heresies referred to 3bove,
and which divided Christendom into a series of rival factions,
a.fforded 'the false prophet' who founded Islamism a. favourable
field of enterprise, especially in Arabia, and in some of these he
found ready allies. An idolatrous community, compounded of
·nominal Christians and nominal Jews, was soon carried away by
the eloquence and unitarianism of Moha=ed, and the movement
spread with rapidity. The grand idea was to absorb both
Christianity and Judaism, and to establish a new Church on the
basis of a new revelation. The fanaticism of the leader fired the
ranks of his followers, and with the sword in one hand and the
Koran in the other the forces of the false prophet were led out t{)
battle with the world. All Arabia, Syria, and finally the Eastern
empire, fell before Islamism. Through centuries has this system
of bloodthirsty fanaticism lived on amongst the nations, still
possessing probably not fewer than 140,000,000 adherents to its
creed, and ready, as its history has uniformly shown, to draw the
sword at any moment when the weakness of its adversaries promises
success to its tender mercies.
"Such, then, are the blood-stained steps of the 'red dragon'
as we track him along the dusty road of ages and generations
down to the close of the second of our three epochs of tempta.tion.
" Again the scene changes. From the sixteenth to the nineteenth
century the tactics of the devil are very patent, for history ht s
faithfully recorded his proceedings. As to the future which lies
between ourselves and the final judgment of the god of this age,
the light of inspired prophecy alone can gnide us safely.
" Defeat, we have seen, once more met the grand designs of the
deceiver at the period of the Protestant Reformation. Then were
the witnesses, long clad in the garments of humiliation, honoured
with release, and in the power of the HOLY GHOST did they begin
to testify salvation by the grace of GOD through CHRIST only.
Then did Dagon fall before the ark of the LORD. The consumption
appointed began at this period, 'Whom the LORD shall consume
with the spirit of Ris mouth' (2 Thess. ii. 8), that is, with His

Tht Gosptl !Ifagazine

197

Word. The great apostssy had now to bear the brunt of Bible
opposition on every side. All the decrees, laws, and councils, all
the doctrines and practices of Antichrist, had now to submit to
the test of Holy Scripture. The false Church was weighed in the
balances of Divine truth and found wanting. The rulers' of the
earth proceeded to strip the proud mistress of all Churches, and
to establish amongst the people Churches whose foundation in all
matters of faith was the Bible only, whose services recognized
the great truth that GOD is a Spirit, and whose worship, therefure,
eliminated the sensuous and exalted the spiritual. The simplicity
of apostolic times was the model adopted, though in some countries
less thoroughly than in others. While, however, it is true that
the papal Dagon fell before the ark of GOD'S Word, yet' the stump
of Dagon ' (1 Sam. Y. 4) was left to him; and like the stump of a
tree whose roots are in the earth, there lay still vital force in the
great apostate Church, needing only the occasion and the circumstances to again call forth its energies. Satan's tactics from the
Reformation downwards have, therefore, ever been to use the
Church of Rome, either directly or indirectly, covertly or openly,
politically or religiously, to divide and to corrupt all those Christian
Churches, communities, and governments, which avowedly stand
apart in principle from her upon whose brow is written in GOD'S
handwriting, 'MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH' (Rev. xvii. 5).
. "This policy of the tempter in his third and final assault upon
the Perfect Man is being steadily and persistently worked out.
"We have said that the Bible became at the Reformation the
supreme directory of the Protestant Churches. Tradition was
jealously rejected, and the canon of Scripture itself was purged,
for Rome had added numbers of Apocryphal books to those of
Divine inspiration. The sixth Article of the Church of England
fairly represents the sentiments of the Church of GOD as to the
supremacy of the Word. Upon these lines, then, the Churches of
CHRIST proceeded and multiplied, and prevailed mightily. Along
with the free circulation of the Bible flourished learning, national
enlightenment, and the higher forms of civilization. The prosperity
of Protestant countries rapidly placed them in the front ranks of
the kingdoms of the earth. The terrible history of the ravages
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Antichrist had made upon the rights and liberties of man was for
a while kept in vivid remembrance by the rulers of the emancipated
peoples. Satan's time had not yet come. But his vigilance was
busy gauging the new state of things, and preparing for his final
campaign. He had already tried the Church vainly in the barly
and in the soul; now he would aim his shafts at the highest department of its threefold constitution-the spirit, or that which answers
in a corporation to the spirit in man.
" The physical and the sensuous organisms having passed through
the ordeal of Satanic attack, he warily proceeds to assail the
imellectual. The naturalness of this procedure is too apparent to
need co=ent. The licence of reason is the certain rebound of the
pendulum of mind from the repressiveness of sacerdotalism.
Popery and infidelity are to one another as cause and effect. The
history of every nation wherein the Word of GOD has not been the
origin of its reformation has proved that the step is a short one
from believing too much to believing nothing. If we take our own
country, and, say, Germany (the cradle of the Reformation in the
sixteenth century) by way of contrast, the case becomes clearer.
The Reformation movement in Germany ma.y be said to have centred
chiefly, under GOD, in the person of Martin Luther, whose broad
and scathing exposure of the abominations of that Church which
he personally had only recently come to see in the light of GOD'S
Word, educated the people in a desire for better things. But in
the case of England a work of silent preparation had been going
on amongst the people for nearly two hundred years, extending
from the time of Wycliffe in the fourteenth century downwards.
The enlightened Vicar of Lutterworth determined upon giving to
the Church of GOD in England a translation of the Scriptures in
their own tongue. He was prospered in his onerous undertaking,
and there is reason to believe that the whole work was finished, and
copies transcribed and put in circulation, some years before the
translator's death. Some of these MS. copies still exist, and are to
be found not only in our British Museum, university libraries,
cathedrals, and other public bnildings, but in the collections of
private persons also. Clear proof this that the work of transcription
must have been carried on to a considerable extent, the more so
when.it is remember&d that Rome's efforts were ceaseless to repress
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the general knowledge of GOD'S Word. This good seed thus widely
sown was bound by the promise and grace of GOD to germinate.
It did germinate extensively spite of much persecution, and when
the era of the Reformation proper dawned it found a people waiting
for the morning and ready to take their places in the ranks of the
LORD'S army against Satan's antichristian imposture.
" Now let it be noted well that these two Protestant countries,
England and Germany, when subsequently called to endure the
sifting of the tempter, have yielded, as to Intellectualism, not in the
order of England first and then Germany, but in exactly the opposite. Protestant Germany has done little for the general diffusion
of the Bible, comparatively speaking, since Martin Luther's own
translation was published. England, on the other hand, has been
distinguished by untiring labours in the cause of Bible translation
and circulation. Without carrying the contrast beyond this
incontestable fact, let the eye of the reader now turn to the leading
characteristics of the German Protestant or Evangelical teaching
current at the present time. Where is its spirituality ~ Where
is its experience~ Where, we may, alas! ask, are its fundamentals
to be found, for a vagueness of doctrine obtains generally as to
the atonement of CHRIST, the Person and offices of the HOLY GHOST,
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, the justification of the
sinner (and indeed his need of any just.ification at all), and the
nature and domain of the grace of GOD ~ Instead of a clearer
statement than that of Luther's days of the grand distinctive
Evangelical truths which the Reformers, according to their light,
set forth, we often listen in vain for any allusion to them. In the
pervading theological literature of Protestant Germany of to-day,
reason proudly sits in the chair of faith, and the natural powers of
man are endued with the attributes of Divinity. Nothing is to
be received as truth which the innate verifying faculty of fallen
man condemns. The very Word of JEHOVAH must suhmit to the
same intellectual test. And to what has this led ~ Why, precisely
to that which Satan aimed at. Inasmuch as the Bible is mainly a
book of doctrines illustrated by tens of thousands of facts, and
those doctrines are, more or less, and of necessity, at war with the
fallen natnre of man, the entire Book is finally denied. The process
may be piecemeal and slow, but it is progressive and sure. Few
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indeed, and men' wondered at,' are German divines of repute who
nowadays stand in the old paths and proclaim the good way.
Rat;onalism, or in other words, proud intellectualism, holds down
the German mind under its self-sufficient rule. This spirit of
mental sovereignty is traceable all through the departments of
German study. The' pride of life' finds its field of enterprise an
open one, when once the powers of the human intellect are deemed
sufficiently gifted with wisdom and authority to sit in judgment
on the things 0/ GOD. Clearly the things of man present less considerable difficulties and promise easier distinctions. What wonder,
therefore, that literary, scientific, and philosophical greatness
should be the aim, and the successful aim, of such a people ~ What
wonder either that the great mental achievements in the departments of speculative theology, of letters, of science, and of
philosophy, should act outwards on other nations ~ Is not knowledge naturally diffusive ~ Is not mind, like matter, demonstrative
of its own existence and properties ~ These unquestionable
principles, then, are utilized by the' god of this age,' and we trace
his busy hand in the introduction and diffusion in our own Bibleloving and Bible-hon9uring land, within recent years, of that
rationalistic literature which owes its birth to Germany, and which
has already sapped and mined the faith of the Reformation there,
and substituted for it a boasting confidence in human intellect, its
sovereignty and its sufficiency.
" It is positi vely marvellous to a calm observer of the times to
see with what rapidity the plague has spread within the past forty
years in Great Britain-not to enter upon a wider field of observation, although the same facts hold good of all the Protestant nations
of the earth. Satan has evidently well calculated his measures,
and, in the choice of his instruments, has displayed his characteristic
subtlety. He sets his evil eye upon one of the most highly educated
of the nations, one pre-eminent as a war power, and practically
governed by the master intellect of the age, and, with all the
prestige these things in combination afford, he educates other
nations by the potent force of example. We therefore find the
same lines of thought now being steadily followed in our own land,
the same policy of high-pressure education entered upon, the same
race after scientific precedence earnestly pursued, though not the
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same yet not dissimilar military organization elaborated, and
alas! chiefly the same theology, or rather neology, saturating the
teaching of the pulpits, both conforming and nonconforming,
throughout the country. Our universities, with all the immense
direct and indirect influence they are capable of exerting on the
national life and character, are either going or gone upon the same
non-Bible principles, withdrawing, or having withdrawn, very
largely, their distinctively Christian profession. And then that
most powerful of all popular educators, the Press, both daily and
periodical, alike for the aristocracy and for the pitmen in our coal
districts, proclaims the finally developed principle of 'the god of
this age,' not ouly that 'the highest study of mankind is man,'but more, that the highest RULER of mankind is MAN
.
.. And now a phenomenon. For the self-same principle is
energizing the Church of the apostasy. Has not a decree been
passed at the Council of the Vatican (1870) that the Bishop of
Rome is alone, amongst the entire community of the human race,
INFALLIBLE in his judgment and utte'rances 1 What means this
startling coincidence 1 Is not Rationalism amongst the nations
ripening for a climax, when, in an entirely new and popular
character, the papal Antichrist shall claim, and have acknowledged, the right to head the world's communism, and to lead the
nations to the final, and, as it must prove, fatal, attack on the prerogatives of the MOST HIGH, and on the Kingdom of His CHRIST 1
"This coincidence between the remarkable ascendancy of the
principle of human sovereignty amongst the nations of nominal
Protestantism, and the pretensions of the acknowledged Head of
200,000,000 of the human race owning religious allegiance to one
man, at one and the same moment in this dispensation, can be
accounted for upon no other ground than that there is a Satanic
conspiracy to head up the powers of ou'r fallen race for a combined
attack on the Divine Constitution, on the Throne which is its
foundation, and on Him Who is seated there as the invisible Head
of the invisible Church militant here on earth!
" Such, then, is the nature of the last temptation of the' Perfect
Man.' "
CLIFTON, BRISTOL,
March, 1915.
(To be continued hereafter-D. V.)

THE EDITOR.
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WAITING AND EXPECTING.

" My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expeetation is from
Him."-PsALM lxii. 5.
WHEN the Psalmist wrote these words he was confronted with
many enemies. They had conspired against him to bring about
his downfall, and in order to attain their wicked ends they had
resorted to lies and hypocrisy. "They only consult to cast him
down from his excellency: they delight in lies: they bless with
their mouth, but they curse inwardly" (v. 4). Thus they pretended to be his friends, but they were really his enemies. In
view of these trials the Psalmist encouraged himself in the Lord
his God. He looked to God for deliverance. He said, "My soul,
wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him."
The former part of our portion speaks of waiting, the latter of
expecting. Let us make these two themes the subject of our
meditation.
First, let us think of waiting upon God.
This may first be described as a spiritual exercise.
Waiting upon God is an exercise of the heart. True prayer is
inspired by the Spirit and comes from the heart, the mind, the
soul.
Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
Dttered or unexpressed ;
The motion of a hidden fire,
That trembles in the breast.
;<

" Prayer is the burden of a sigb,
The falling of a tear,
The upward glancing of an eye,
When none but God is near."
Hence the Psalmist says, "My soul, wait thou only upon God."
One of the sins of the children of Israel was their failure to draw
near to God with their hearts. "This people draweth nigh unto
Me with their mouth, and honoureth Me with their lips, but their
heart is far from Me" (Matt. xv. 8, 9). Such worship is vain.
All acceptable prayer and praise must come from the soul. "Bless

The Gospel Magazine

203

the LORD, 0 my soul: and all thot is within me, bless His holy
Name."
Waiting upon God is a supremely imp<wtant exercise.
"Wait thou only upon God." To Him only should we address
our prayers. To Him only should we look for deliverance. Do not
trust in your own power. Do not look to man, but wait only upon
God. God may use human instrumentalities to deliver His people
and to supply their varied needs, but the source of all help and
blessing is the Lord Himself. The surest way to obtain help
through man is to look only to the Lord. "My help cometh
from the Lord, Which made heaven and earth." How important
that this truth should be kept in mind by God's people in the
solemn time in which we are living! " Vain is the help of man"
if God be not with us in this terrible war. " Through God we shall·
do valiantly: for He it is That shall tread down our enemies"
(Psa. cviii. 12, 13). Vain are our armies and our dreadnoughts
unless the Lord be on our side. He is the only giver of victory.
" The horse is prepared for the day of battle: but safety (victory)
is of the Lord" (Prov. xxi. 31).
Waiting upon God is a supremely wise exercise of soul.
If you want blessing, it is the wisest thing to go direct to. the.
Fountain of blessing. He only is the salvation, the defence, the
refuge of His people. "He only is my rock and my salvation:
He is my defence; I shall not be moved. In God is my salvation
and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge is in God.
Trust in Him at all times: ye people, pour out your heart before
Him: God is a refuge for us " (Psa. lxii. 6-8). Moreover He is the
omnipotent, the all-merciful and the all-righteous God of His
people. He is able to help and to deliver His people. "God
hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that pJwer belongeth
unto God" (v. 11). This is what we need for our personal trials,
and this is what the nation needs for victory over our enemies.
AII p9wer belongeth unto Him. "Also unto Thee, 0 Lord,
belongeth mercy" (v. 12). Yes, though we have sinned as individuals and as a nation, to Him belongeth mercy. Humble
yourselves then under His mighty and chastening hand, that He
may exalt you in due time. When the people of Nineveh "turned·
from their evil way," "God repented of the evil that He had said
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that He would do unto them; and He did it not." "I knew,"
said J onah, "that Thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow
to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest Thee of the eviL"
We shall be supremely wise if we wait only upon Him Who is OUT
salvation, OUT defence, our refuge, our power, and the God of our
mercy.
Waiting upon God is a believing eU1'cise of soul.
Only those who believe that God is the Hearer of His people's
prayers will wait upon Him in prayer. The believer knows from
personal experience that "the eyes of the Lord are over the
righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers." Hence
when he comes to God, he believes that" He is a Rewarder of them
that diligently seek Him." But how often are we prone to an
evil heart of unbelief. What room there is for mOTe faith "in
the living God, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy." "All
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive."

When we wait upon OUT God, let us do so in faith, nothing
wavering. "For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he
shall receive anything of the Lord."
Note further, that waiting upon God is an appropriate exercise
for God's people.
It is fitting that they should wait on Him to thank Him for His
past mercies. It is fitting that they should wait on Him for present
and future blessings. He enjoins His people to engage unceasingly
in this holy exercise.
" Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw,
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw,
Gives exercise to faith and love,
Brings every blessing from above.
" Restraining prayer, we cease to fight:
Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright;
And Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees."
Brethren, let us pray. "Rejoice evermore: pray without
ceasing: in every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus concerning you." We need to pray without ceasing
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for our own benefit, for the benefit of all the saints of God, and for
the benefit of our nation in this critical and solemn time in her
history. "Wait on the Lord, and He shall save thee" (Prov.

xx. 22).
Secondly, let us think of expecting all blessings from God.
"My expectation is from Him." Dark times have fallen upon
us, and there is a strong temptation to be downcast and sad; but
our God still lives, His promises are still yea and amen, and He
has begotten His people unto a living hope. " Why art thou cast
down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope
thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, Who is the health of my
countenance and my God."
" His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
He has promised that " goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life." Therefore He has given me good ground to
say with hopefulness and assurance, "My expectation is from
rr~
".
.nJm

1. The believer may expect daily forgiveness.

Looking back upon his past life, he knows that there has
been much failure, many shortcomings and sins in his life,
and he knows that to the end of his earthly pilgrimage
imperfection and sin will more or less defile his walk. May
he stilI count upon a fresh sense of God's forgiving mercy?
May he still expect that day by day God will give him a
sweet sense of the cleansing efficacy of the atoning blood? The
petition, "Forgive us our trespasses," was evidently designed to
be offered daily by God's children; and for their constant comfort
it is written, "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us
from all sin. . . . If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness "
(1 John i. 7, 9). The throne of grace is daily open and accessible
to the saints, and from thence they may except daily mercy.
2. The believer may expect daily strength.
He needs strength of body, mind, and soul. He needs
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strength for daily duties, daily cares, daily difficulties, daily
temptations. Strength is needed in the home, in the place
of business, in the office, at the desk, and in all the varied
circumstances of our daily life. Bravery and courage are not
only needed in the trenches on the field of battle, but in
the daily battle of life we need Divine power and strength. Such
strength is promised to the people of God. "Thy shoes shall be
iron and brass: and as thy days, so shall thy strength be" (Deut.
xxxiii. 25). "He giveth power to the faint; and to them that
have no might He increaseth strength. . . . They that wait upon
the Lord shall renew their strength." Full provision is thus made
for the believer's needs. All-sufficiency of grace is promised,
and Divine strength is made perfect in human weakness. "Wait
on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine
heart: wait, I say, on the Lord" (Psa. xxvii. 14).
3. The believer may expect daily guidance.
How ignorant we are in ourselves! How much we need Divine
wisdom and guidance in the many problems that confront us!
Home and family problems, business perplexities and the various
duties requiring to be discharged, all need heavenly guidance.
Such guidance is promised to the Lord's people. "The Lord
giveth wisdom: out of His mouth cometh knowledge and understanding." . "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct thy paths" (Prov. ii. 6; iii. 6). He Who went before His
people in their wanderings in the wilderness is our God for ever
and ever, and" He will be our Guide even unto death." " The
Lord shall guide thee continually."
4. The believer may expect daily provision.
He is instructed to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread,"
and He is assured that God shall supply all his needs according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. At this solemn time in our
history as a nation provisions have risen in price, and in many
cases incomes are diminishing, but our heavenly Father knoweth
what things His children need. He Who clothes the lilies and
feeds the birds will much more clothe and feed His redeemed
family. Therefore there is no need for us to take anxious thought,
saying, "What shall we eat ~ or, What shall we drink ~ or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed ~" "All these things shall be added
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unto you." In some way or other the Lord will provide daily
for His people.
5. The believer may expect daily answers to his prayers.
The sure word of promise says, " Everyone that asketh receiveth ;
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall
be opened." The smaller as well as the larger concerns of life
may fittingly form the subject of our prayers. The little anxieties
as well as the great ones need Divine help and Divine interposition.
"In every thing by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your request£ be made known unto God." In personal and in
national troubles, cry unto Him. You may expect that He will
hear and that He will bless. He says, "Call upon Me in the day
of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me."
6. Finally, the believer may expect future and eternal glory.
He is warranted to expect the return of the Lord, the resurrection
morning, resurrection glory, Divine commendation and Divine
welcome into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.
The present trials, personal and national, are only for a little
while. "Our light affiiction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." We are
predestined to obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is
our Father's good pleasure to give us the Kingdom. "The needy
shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not
perish for ever" (Psa. ix. 18). "Surely there is an end" of present
trials, " and thine expectation shall not be cut off " (Prov. xxiii. 18).
"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the
Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected
end" (Jer. xxix. 11).
Be it ours, then, dear children of God, to "rejoice in hope of
the glory of God," and to say continually, "My soul, wait thou
only upon God; for my expectation is from Him."
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

zeal and diligence of the wicked in the cause of unrighteousness
might well reprove the languor and tardiness of saints in the work of
faith and labour of love. In the Church of God nothing is the source
of more mischief than the want of true zeal and liveliness.-William S.
Plumer.
THE
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'DiI gtim 'Dapet13.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Knowing, brethren beloved, your election oj God."-I THESS. i. 4.
THE clergyman was giving out the number of the hymn-103, " God
moves in a mysterious way." An aunt on a visit to Clifton was
finding it in the book and about to hand it to her little seven·year·old
nephew in the pew in front of the writer. "I know it!" was the
emphatic word with which he resolutely refused the book, and the
child sang from memory, words which he could not have deciphered
from the page. The little child's remark went home with power to
the heart of one in the pew behind, and the tears welled up spontaneously. It was a true wellspring! He, dear little innocent child,
brightly asserted that he knew it, and that was only so far as the words
went, in his memory. An older" child" found springing up in her
heart a well of praise and adoration, as she blessed the God of her
salvation, Who had made her to "know" it in sweet experimental
truth. It was a humbling moment! The realization of that love
without bottom or shore, that, for one utterly unworthy, for her,
as for every elect ves.el of mercy, the Greatest, Highest, Holiest, the
God Who rules on high, " moves in a mysterious way, His wonders
to perform," and makes them to know it! Had He not moved to
bring about in the fulness of time what had been planned in the
eternal ages? Had He not chosen from all eternity "vessels of
wrath fitted for destruction," and made manifest His dear Son in
such, that they should be " vessels of mercy"? Had He not moved
" in a mysterious way," when, having set His love upon them, He
loved them in spite of all they were-sinners richly deserving hellloved them into life, and loved them in every circumstance of life;
loved them in all their sinnings-loved them, but not the sin-loved
them in spite of all their guilty backslidings, departures, and failings,
loved them for Jesus' sake, and because of Him would not let them
go. Oh! what a blessed truth was brought home to the heart with
grace-enabling utterance-I know it.
Now our text speaks of this knowing. "Knowing, brethren beloved,
your election of God." This is an all-important foundation. It is
a knowledge which none but God the Holy Spirit can give. The
world and the professor hate the doctrine of God's free and sovereign
electing choice. It takes the ground from under them. It sets the
crown on the right head, and gives the glory to Him to Whom alone
it is due. "If He had not loved me from all eternity," remarked an
aged saint, mourning her daily sins and undoneness but glorying in
the Covenant and everlasting love of her J ehovah-Jesus, "I'm sure
He would never have loved me in time." But chosen from all eternity
His people are sealed His own peculiar property to all eternity; they
are taught to glory in their election of God because of the immutable
Covenant which, like its Divine Author, knows no shadow of change
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or turning. Says the Apostle Peter, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." These
Thessalonian brethren, the elect Church in Thessalonica, were addressed
by the Apostle Paul as knowing their election of God. Surely those
thus Divinely taught and blessed would glory in it. Its very foundation is in Jesus, and in Him all blessings must consequently follow.
The knowledge of this blessed truth, so free and so emancipating,
comes from Jesus. Here are truths worth a life-time of seelcing and
finding. Take a cluster of them, dear reader, and ponder and pray
over them; set your heart to inquire how much you know of them
experimentally, and give Him no rest till He have established your
heart a centre of praise for Hi. unspeakable mercy, in giving you a
desire, a longing, an apprehension, and in later days growth in grace,
a taste of this Divine knowledge which will take all eternity to pursue
and yet be found inexhaustible like its Divine Author. (1) God's
great gift: "And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath
given U8 an understanding, that we may know Him That is true, and
we are in Him That is true, even in His Son J esns Christ. This is the
true God, and eternal life" (1 John v. 20). (2) God's great manifestation: "And ye know that He was manifested to take awayour
sins: and in Him is no sin " (1 John ill. 5). (3) God's great commandment: ",We know that we have passed from death unto life because
we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in
death" (1 John iii. 14). (4) God's great revelation: "And we have
known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him" (1 John
iv. 16). (5) God's great sealing: "And he that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him. And hereby we know that
He abideth in us, by the Spirit Which He hath given us " (1 John iii.
24). (6) God's great purpose: "And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose" (Romans viii. 28). (7) God's great preservation: "For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a bnilding of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens" (2 Cor. v. 1). (8) God's great will:
"And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments" (1 John ii. 3). A precious cluster of Divine evidences,
beloved, worth the knowing, and as we pursue the heavenly theme,
how our ignorance and dullness appal us and daily make us to mourn.
" Much of our heaven here lies but in a little talk about it," wrote the
gracious and highly gifted Puritan, Henry Dornay, "and when we
speak a word of it, we have scarce a thought suitable to the greatnes.
of it."
Now in a matter of providential dealings, the saints who are given
the grace of observation, of quiet waiting and trusting to God to make
His own disclosures, are taught how "God moves in a mysterious
way His wonders to perform." Ah, who of His saints has not been
14
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brought low to prove this! How strange, mysterious, and perplexing
the Christian's path; how devious, how rough and thorny. What
circuitous wilderness wanderings, cloud upon cloud, painful lessons,
humbling teachings! Is all this requisite in bringing His sons and
daughters Home to glory 1
.. Is this, dear Lord, that thorny road
Which leads us to the mount of God?
Are these the toils Thy people know
While in the wilderness below?
.. 'Tis even so; Thy faithful love
Doth thus Thy children's graces prove;
'Tis thus our pride and self must fall,
That Jesus may be All in all."
Yes. He makes no mistakes. He knows the end from the
beginning. He" moves in a mysterious way," but it is in that way
He performs His wonders, and Israel is made to see" wonders wrought,
and wrought for thee." Ab! if we wait long enough, wait patiently,
humbly, submissively, wait only upon Him, we shall see how we were
brought through this mysterious, dark, and thorny way, to see and
own and glory in God'b performing wonders. He all the time knew
what He would do, and it was for us to watch and wait and trust and
prove.
If He brought His Israel to the Red Sea of old. it was to show them
His wonders in the deep. That sea could be made to divide hither
and thither, leaving a passage in the midst for everyone of His
redeemed to pass" clean over." And He is the same wonder-working
God to-day. He Who perlormed those miracles of old, is working
just such miracles for you and me to-day. Do you know this, dear
reader, and knowing it, leave the issues with Him, and give Him all
the praise 1 .. He plants His footsteps in the sea" and He has His
path in the mighty waters. He rides upon the storm, yea, makes
every storm-cloud His chariot and the dust of His feet. Ah! look
up by faith even now in this dark and stormy day. The Sun is still
shining behind the cloud, and11

Did Jesus once upon me shine,
Then Jesus is for ever mine."

It is"Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never·failing skill.

He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will. 11

And do you know this also 1 and can you rest in the knowledge
which is too high for you 1 You can not attain to it, and therefore
your wisdom is to leave all to His wisdom, love, and power. He may
not see fit to explain the why and wherefore of these dark days and
deep mysteries, but be it to your own comfort and His glory to leave
to-
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U His sovereign sway I
To choose and to command,

With wonder filled thuu then shalt own
How wise, how strong His hand."

Leave to Him the mysteries of His will and way of providential
dealings, nor seek to plumb those deep mines wherein He ofttimes hides
the purpose of His grace, but rejoice in the God Whose never-failing
skill and matchless wisdom will one day show us all the why and
wherefore of life's mysterious maze; Whose heart of love wa, all the
while treasuring up " His deep designs" to work His sovereign will,
and Who led us by "the right way" to the City of Habitation. Oh,
think of it! The Great, the Highest, the Holiest, the Mightiest,
working for you and me! We may well" be still and know" that
He is God, and that God in Christ is working for us and is an eternal
God, with purposes of love-unchangeable, eternal, everlasting love.
We shall lose nothing by waiting, and waiting patiently, prayertully,
hopefully, humbly. We shall see how, His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding ev"ry hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."
Oh! for a waiting faith, that waits patiently, conJidently, expect.
antly. Brethren, let us seek more grace that we may exercise our·
selves in this holy art, whereby we are well pleasing and an acceptable
and sweet savour unto God. A waiting faith, a faith that can
lie down upon the naked promise of J ehovah whilst seeing no signs,
a faith that can sit upon bare Omnipotence and trust a slaying God,
is a high and gracious attainment. Seek it, child of God, if need be,
in v....llr pxtrrmitv.

Thus we are taught and know, by slow measure and very humbling
process, another side of truth. We own it as we sing the words" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain:
God is His own Interpreter,

And He will make it plain."
Oh! to leave Him to interpret His own Word, and trust Him when He
does not explain His own way. How well it is for the saints when
they are brought to this childlike submission and trust in a strength
and wisdom not their own, and are preserved in a calm and hopeful
frame when all around is storm, and cloud, and perplexity; when
they can encourage one another and their own hearts to sayH

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;

The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.
11

His purposes will ripen fast,

Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."
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Now all this comes of Divinely implanted knowledge. It is built
upon the one, the right, and the sure Foundation. "Knowing,
beloved, your election of God," knowing what that standing is in
the sight of God the Father, that you are" accepted in the Beloved,"
for His dear Son's sake. Every servant of God must look well to
this standing. He stands for acceptance unto eternal life, for a high
and holy calling, tor service, for the walk and conduct in the
passage through this pilgrim world. He must know his right to
stand, the ground of his standing, and the plea of that standing.
" How shall a man be just with God 1 " can only be answered in and
through Christ. And it is only because of His spotless merits and
work the heart can sing of His imputed righteousness"Bold shall I stand in that Great Day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
Whilst through Thy blood absolved I am
From sin's tremendous curse a.nd shame."

It is only the redeemed who can sing this song and who stand and
will stand complete, when this world crumbles to destruction and
the things of Time are rolled away as an old garment. Oh, the sweet
and effectual joy, the confidence this sentence gives us-" Knowing,
beloved, your election of God." It is a part of that Divine knowledge
which includes "all things." A rich inheritance this ! You are
made" joint-heirs" with Him in lulness of time, when on Calvary
He offered Himself without spot to God for you and in your stead,
and yours are all the benefits accruing from that vicarious sacrifice.
" All things are yours "-life, death, things present, and things to
come-all! all! "Knowing, beloved, your election of God," and
how in Him are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, all
heavenly riches, even wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption. May His Spirit-taught children follow on to know more
and more of Him Whom to know is life eternal. "Then shall we
know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is prepared
as the morning; and He shall come down unto us as the rain, as the
latter and former rain unto the earth." And His children who" know"
the ancient Covenant-keeping Name of the Lord, will put their trust
in Him, will, in the proving of His love and power and redeeming
grace, "know" Whom they have believed, and " know" that when
the earthly house of their tabernacle is dissolved they have "a
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
And when Jesus shall present His Bride spotless, adorned, all fair,
all perfect, to His Father, then shall they each know even as they
also are known-they shall know, and see, and be satisfied!
U

Jesus loved, and loves for ever;

Zion on His heart doth dwell:
He will never, never, never

Leave His Chnrch a prey to hell :
All is settled,
And my soul approves it well."

R.
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THE PORTRAIT.
THE LATE CANON RICHARD HOBSON.
[CONTRIBUTED.]
CANON RICHARD HOBSON waS a striking example of the grace and
power of God, Who in His sovereign love selected and then used him
as a steadfast witness to the Truth which is in Jesus.
CANON HOBSON was born on Oct. 7th, 1831, in the village of Donard,
Co. Wicklow, but was of Yorkshire descent. In early manhood he
joined the staff of the Irish Church Mi5sions to Roman Catholics. In
1863 he entered St. Aidan's Theological College, and was ordained to
the Curacy of Christ Church, Claughton, Birkenhead, in 1865, under
the late Rev. R. P. Blakeney, D.D., founder of the Church Association,
who had formed a very high opinion of his abilities and earnestness.
Three years later, on the strong recommendation of Dr. Biakeney, he
waS offered the charge of a new district which the Vicar of St. Clement,
Toxteth, Liverpool (the late Canon Woodward), was cutting off from
his large Parish, and eight months later Canon Woodward, having
completed the new Church at a cost of £6000, handed it over to MR.
HOBSON, together with Windsor Ragged Schools, in which Evangelistic
Services had been held for thirteen years, and MR. HOBSON became
the first Vicar of the new Parish of St. Nathaniel, Windsor, Liverpool,
July 17th, 1869.
With a plain completed Church free from debt, an endowment of
£233 (which Canon Woodward also obtained), and Ragged Schools,
the REV. RICHARD HOBSON commenced his great life-work which he
continued for thirty-two years. He embellished the Church, adding
a gallery, organ, part of a tower, bells, and clock. He built a Parochial
Hall, and purchased another from a Nonconformist body, and bought
a house for use as a Vicarage. In all this material work he was greatly
helped by a strong band of earnest laymen, many of whom after business hours devoted all their time and energies to Christian labours in
the Parish and the Ragged Schools. During the course of his ministry,
MR. HOBSON raised the large sum of £60,000 for various purposes.
The late Bishop of Liverpool made him an Honorary Canon in 1895,
and often mentioned at Church Congresses MR. HOBSON'S wonderful
Parochial achievements.
Sympathy, and ease in expressing it, was one of the secrets of his
power over the poor, and his pastoral visitation won numbers to the
Church. Many of his workers were brought to a knowledge of the
saving power of Christ through his efforts.
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He resigned his vicariate in May, 1901, and three years later, much
to his grief, the Church was burnt to the ground. A much larger
Church, costing £11,000, now stands upon the site, the structural
features of which impress the eye with the Protestant character of
the Church of England. The academic gown continues to be used
in the pulpit.
On his resignation, CANON HOBSON removed to Southport, but
on the invitation of the present Vicar, the Rev. D. H. C. Bartlett,
he paid many happy visits to his old parishioners, to proclaim with
even riper experience, the old old story of Redeeming Love.
At Southport, he helped, as far as failing health would allow, a
life-long friend, the late Rev. Dr. Porter, Vicar of All Saints, and on
entering his eightieth year was presented by the parishioners and by
the congregation of the branch Church of All Souls, with an illuminated
address and other gifts in recognition of his much appreciated work
among them. .
CANON HOBSON entered into rest on December 28th, 1914, at the
age of 83, and was buried at Southport.
Doubtless many readers of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE are acquainted
with the volume entitled "What Hath God Wrought," in which
CANON HOBSON gives a deeply interesting and spiritually instructive
account of his long life and ministry, which, under God, was so largely
blessed to souls.
A man of great faith, love, and sympathy, CANON HOBSON laboured
unceasingly in his Master's cause, and has now passed into the
immediate presence of his Lord.

THERE was never yet an Abel, but he had a Cain to murder him;
never yet a Moses, but he had a J annes and a J ambres to resist him ;
never yet a J oseph, but he had unkind brothers to envy him; never
yet a Samson, but he had a Delilah to betray him; never yet a David,
but he had an Ahithophel to hurt him; never yet a Paul, but he had
an Alexander to do him much evil; nay, it is well if in every assembly
we meet not with Judas.-Isaac Ambrose.
THE believer, when he promiseth to himself great things, must
neither be senseless of the difficulties of opposition which he is to
meet with, nor of his own inability to overcome difficulties; but being
sensible of both, must look to God for assistance and furniture to
overcome; for when David considered the strength of the fenced
royal cities of the enemy, he saith, "Who will bring me into the
strong city 1 Who will lead me into Edom 1 Wilt not Thou, 0
God 1 "-Daviil Dickson.
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Srnnonl> anll ji,Otfl' of ~rn\lOna.
THE GOOD SHEPHERD.
NOTES OF A GOOD FRIDAY SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT
CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" I am the good Shepherd: the good Shepherd giveth His life for the

sheep."-JoHN x. 11.
DEAR FRIENDS, this is a very precious Scripture which the Lord JeSuS
Himself uttered and caused thereafter to be written for our learning
as poor needy sinners who have been in part, I hope, taugbt our need,
our utter need of God's salvation by Christ. May the Holy Spirit
Himself open our eyes to See the Truth of the living God in tIlls short
portion of His holy Word.
First, we consider the life of the Lord Jesus on earth. His entire
lifetime was a giving up of Himself in sacrifice to God. Throughout
each day He sacrificed Himself, in will and purpose, unto God. This
was the intention of His every thought and action, and at the end He
shed His precious blood which cleanseth uS from all sin. Let us be
quite clear whom that precious blood does cleanse. Let none of us take
it for granted, but let us be quite sure that we have a direct interest
in His death and that He had us individually in His view as He died
on the cross. It is so important not to take things for granted in the
matter of salvation. It is well to have a good hope based on His
mercy. It surpasses all other good things. To be shut up to God
and His finished work of salvation by His dear Son is the one thing
needful. Are we fully persuaded in our own minds that by the free
and sovereign grace of God we have been made to differ from what
we were by nature and from what we see others satisfied to continue
to be.
Let us turn now to the first chapter of John and the 29th verse.
John the Baptist when he Saw Jesus coming to him said, " Behold, the
Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of the world," and tIlls is the
same Blessed One Whom John the Evangelist saw in the ApocalypseRevelation xiii. 8: "And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship
Him, whose names are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world". "The Book of Life of the
Lamb "-there is one. How blessed are they whose names are found
in that Book. That Book is unrevealed to the eye of nature, but
God knows its contents from first to last, what names it contains.
How many, alas, deceive themselves who think their names are there
but who are strangers to grace-the quickening grace of God. Do not
let us be deceived by appearances, let us be fully persuaded by the
Truth. The Lord Jesus CIll'ist, we understand, owned this Book of
God from before the foundation of the world. God chose His people
by name and denominated them in the Book which He gave to the
Lamb. Let us be clear our names are there, for unless they are in that
Book, in the handwriting of God Himself, our names are nothing worth.

•
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Do you all graciously hope your names are in that Book of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world 1 Thrice blessed indeed are
they whose names are there found written.
The Lamb Who died the Just for the unjust calls Himself by
names full of Significance. First, The I AM, the self-existent, eternal
God; the God-Man, Who is the good Shepherd. Before all time He
was, and was set apart to become flesh and blood that in them He
might suffer once for all and endure the curse of sin, He Who did no
sin. And He willingly gave Himself to do this work: "Then said I,
Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of Me, I delight
to do Thy will, 0 My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart."
These were the specific terms which the holy Word applies to His
lips Who ever spake the truth. Such was the Covenant engagement
into which He entered with His Father. "I do always those things
which please Him"-this is His declaration of Himself.
" The good Shepherd," He says of Himself, " giveth His life for the
sheep." Do you notice that twice over He repeats these significant
words "the good Shepherd" 1 It is interesting to remark, as many
students have remarked, that the definite article is used four times over
in the Greek. "The Shepherd the good (One)." How blessed it is
to think of Him to-night Who displayed His love and devotion to His
Father's will by dying for the sheep. "I am the good Shepherd," and
the word" good" in the original is kalos, meaning also beautiful. The
good Shepherd gave Himself for the sheep that He might bring them
to God, the beautiful Shepherd, the Shepherd perfect in beauty, none
like Him, none like Him in His beauty, none like Him in the perfection
of His obedience unto blood, giving Himself in devotion to His Father's
will. So He gave Himself in life, and His soul-the word is psucheHe gave for sinners, on behalf of and in the stead of, the gnilty. It
is not a general truth. He gave Himself for particular sinners,
accurately, as the Father had chosen them, not by name only when
called by grace but before they knew any Saviour at all. As the
Apostle said: "Who loved me and gave Himself for me " as a sinner,
a guilty, hell-deserving sinner yet in my sins-loved me before I knew
Him at all. None of us knows the Saviour till the Holy Ghost
reveals Him. We may think we know Him, but we must be born
again. That is fixed. It is not" Ye had better be born again," but,
"Ye must be born again." The question is a doctrinally settled one,
and it is historically true also. Have we all been born again 1 By the
sovereign grace of God, I trust I am a forgiven sinner, by the blood
of Jesus shed for me and the righteousness of Christ transferred to me
as a sovereign gift by God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost. There is no division of opinion or of desire or of will between
these Holy Three-we worship Them all Three, and give Them all the
glory. But it was Jesus Who took the guilty binner's place and consented that the guilt of that sinner should be transferred to Himself,
and that He should drink that cup to the very dregs for each one.
Do we realize a' personal salvation of God through the blood of the
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Lamb 1 Are we shut up to God's sovereign mercy, and do we rest
there 1 We may not have great demonstrations of joy, but have we
personally a good hope through sovereign grace alone 1 Are we shut
up to this finished work of Christ 1
The good Shepherd layeth down His life-His soul-for the sheep,
that He might effectually redeem them. We can not be too clear in
this matter of our justification. Our salvation resolves itself to a
large extent into this word huper-in the stead of - the Saviour
exhausting the last drop of curse due to His people as sinners and so
reconciling them perfectly to God. The work is finished, Jesus said
it bowing His blessed head. Hell had to hear that declaration. He
said it and He stands to it. He loved me and gave Himself for methat word again-huper-in the stead of. He took my place, He bore
my curSe to the last drop, and He now presents me with a full free
cup of blessing, the forgiveness of my sins, a cup running over. Can
you praise Him enough, dear children of God 1 Can you ever hope
to praise Him as He deserves to be praised 1 We hope to learn
yet to praise Him acceptably, in a way well pleasing to Him as
He desires.
In the stead of the sheep He suffered, and He knoweth them and
calleth them all by name. How wonderful it is He should know my
name, a hell-deserving sinner, and find His joy in my wretched soul's
salvation; even that. Behold and see if there is any love like to His.
Praise Him more and more. Oh, that our lives more constantly
offered Him praise, it may be even by affliction: for whom the Lord
loveth He correcteth. How wonderful it is that the Lord should
expend, as He does, such thoughts of mercy on such hell-deserving
subjects as we are. Oh, that He would grant us grace to show forth
His praise all the day long! "Unto Him That loved us, and washed
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen." Eternity He has set apart for His people and His
people for eternity to give them full opportunity of expressing His
praise and honouring His grace and love. May He keep us watchful
and waiting all the day long, not knowing what an hour may bring
forth. May He keep us close to Himself, low at His feet.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, ON SUNDAY
EVENING, AUGUST 2ND, 1914, BY THE REV. J. M. SANGAR, M.A.,
RECTOR OF ELWORTHY, SOMERSET.

" We have an altar."-HEBREWS xiii. 10-13.
THE believing Hebrews, to whom this Epistle was addressed, were
in a very painful position-their faith was much tried, they were
liable to great temptation to apostatize. The unbelieving company
of the Jews were ever ready to persecute them. But they "took

218

The Gospel Magazine

joyfully the spoiling of" their goods, knowing that in heaven they
had "a better and an enduring substance." In this chapter the
Apostle gives them precious words of encouragement and consolation, to strengthen them in withstanding the unbelievers about them.
These were carrying on a ritualistic service, in spite of the fact that
Christ had in Himself fulfilled all that the Levitical law had typified.
Since He had appeared in the flesh, all ritual was but shadow, and
worse than useless.
The Apostle in the text assures his brethren, " We have an altar,"
encouraging them not to be distressed. Their portion was of infinitely
greater dignity than that of their apostate brethren. For they were
Jews also, who were such inwardly. They alone were the people
that did have an altar. No piece of church furniture can be an altar
since Christ has died, any so· called one is the devil's caricature of
the religion of the Holy Jesus. We are possessed of an altar which
is real, to which we may approach and offer acceptable sacrifices--the
sacrifice of prayer and supplication, of praise and thanksgiving, of
presenting ourselves, of communicating to the necessity of the saints.
Such sacrifices are real, are offered on the real altar, and are acceptable.
The Apostle proves the point, as to what an altar is, from the exact
wording of the Levitical law. We dwelt this morning on the moral
law being closely allied to the Gospel: the ceremonial law was Gospel
in symbol from first to last. The Apostle refers to the Day of Atonement, when the sacrifice was burnt without the camp. Note the
contrast. As a rule sacrifices were offered, not without the camp,
but in the precincts of the tabernacle or temple on holy consecrated
ground. The brazen altar of shittim wood-type of Christ-was
placed at the gate-" I am the Way. . . . no man cometh unto the
Father but by Me." The slain beast, laid upon the altar, and
burned there, was type of a suffering Jesus in His humanity. But
a human Christ alone could not save. The altar itself was Christ too,
but as God, and capable as such of sanctifying the gift-" The altar
sanctifieth the gift." There was infinite value in His sufIerings,
they are of value to millions of sinners. The altar was made of
shittim wood, chosen because of its being the most durable. It was
overlaid with brass; gold would not have stood the fire. On the
Day of Atonement the blood of the animal-bullock or goat-which
was burned without the camp, was carried within the veil. But the
burning was outside the sanctuary. Why! Because, while all the
sacrifices pointed to Jesus as a propitiation for sin, something more
was to be typified. Notice was taken of the human agency by which
the sacrifice was to be made. Not by human priest, or on consecrated
ground, not by the Godly but "by wicked hands," Christ was
taken and slain. The very instrumentality by which Jesus was to
die was noted in type, and His murderers were foreshadowed. The
persons who burned the sacrifice outside the camp, immediately
rendered themselves unclean-like those who slew the Lord. Yet see
the Gospel in type even here. If they washed, they would be counted
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clean. There was mercy for Christ's murderers, if only they were
made willing after such crimes to welcome Him as their Saviour.
Never could there be such a thing as a decorated altar. 1£ there
had been under the law, it would have been drenched with blood.
The Levitical ritual is adopted only so far as it pleases the senses.
Incense pleases, therefore it is adopted, but blood, without which
nothing would have been accepted, is ignored. Therefore we see
that popery and ritualism are both thoroughly carnal.
After the glorious exposition on the real altar, the Apostle says,
" Let us therefore go forth to Him "-not to it, hut to 11im-Jesus,
the one Altar. But those who go forth without the camp are a despised
minority. They go without the camp of the world, without the
camp of the professing Church. 1£ the scheme, at present before
us, of legalizing mass vestments should succeed, it will be the
bounden duty of every Christian to 'go without the camp. 1£ once
the principle were recognized that the Communion Table is an altar,
then we must secede. At present, the Church condemns the doctrine,
but if the restrictions were taken away, separation would be our only
duty. Here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come.
In the power of the Holy Ghost we go to Jesus, the Rock of Ages.
Where His power is manifest, it is manifest that there are citizens of
heaven, who have a right to the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled,
and unfading. We need grace hourly to realize our royal dignity;
we do not think half enough of it. Christ delivered us from condemnation-truly a blessed release. He gave us a perfect righteousness,
which can never wear out while eternity lasts. He made us kings
and priests. Oh, remember your heavenly dignities, already confirmed and secured when Jesus said" It is finished." All was secured
then. The humblest believer is heir to an everlasting crown-soon
to be given, in the day when there will be one Ruler and His Name
one, and all earthly rulers, unless in 11im, will be levelled with the
dust. But the citizens of heaven must here be despised as their
Master was, despised more or less, and be a persecuted people. Those
who frequent the real Altar will be treated with contempt, and this
will grow hotter to the end. "When the Son of man cometh, shall
He find faith on the earth 1 " Yes, He will find faith in the hearts
of His own-a poor despised company. But not the faith, as the
passage ought to read. There will be no outward acknowledgment.
1£ Christ had come at the Reformation, He would have found principalities and powers making arrangements for the accommodation of
religion. But when He does come, He will find apostasy enjoying
itself. Oh, that men would look at facts! The last days are to be
the worst-the only true faith that can lead to heavenly glory is
one that boasts an Altar utterly repugnant to the eyes of the world.
Oh, the delusion! to think that furniture and flowers is salvation.
Oh, no! "The fashion of this world passeth away," and false religion
with it, but he that knoweth the Lord will abide. May the God of
peace fill us with all joy and peace in believing.
[Communicated by J. A.]
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FLEEING AND HIDING.
" I flee unto Thee to hide me."-PsALM cxliii. 9.

How we need to flee unto Him in these dark latter days and in the
present distress of this awful war. "Thy hidden ones" is a very
precious name of the Lord's own people throughout all ages. And
" the secret place of the most High" is a very precious resort and
hiding-place for the tempted, tried, and tempest-tossed believer
throughout his earthly career. "Thou shalt hide them in the secret
of Thy presence from the pride of man: Thou shalt keep them secretly
in a pavilion from the strife of tongues." These are very blessed
assurances and unfailing facts, to comfort the child of God and uphold
him in times of fear and discipline.
Think how David was perpetually in hiding, perpetually hunted
by Saul hi, enemy, throughout a long weary warfare. Look how
from time to time they came together in close conflict and hand-tohand struggling. And see how this illustrates our life as believersconstant warfare with Satan. We need to flee and hide. Yet David
was the anointed king all the time. He had been previously chosen,
and both he and Saul knew it. Therefore was David protected
and preserved in spite of all Saul's efforts. And so with the child of
God. We were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world,
thus our safety is secured, and Satan knows it. We know not how
often David fled from Saul; we know not how long our own fleeing
will last. But we do know what is well worth knowing, that" in the
time of trouble, He shall hide me in His pavilion: in the secret of His
tabernacle shall He hide me."
But the Christian must not hide himself from duty, and he must
not necessarily hide himself from danger. When called to duty and
if called to danger, we must be equipped for them. Morning by
morning ere we face the world we must" put on the whole armour of
God" in secret earnest prayer; then when we meet the enemy we
need only to tighten the buckles by a quick call to our Captain. But
woe to us if the armour has not been previously put on. And we are
ready for neither duty nor danger, unless we have learned to inhabit
the secret place. True we flee into it, but at the same time we dwell
there. "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall
abide under the shadow of the Almighty."
We have glanced at David in circumstances of hiding, though space
forbids our going deeply into the many grand lessons the theme
contains. Let us now touch on Elijah when commanded to " hide"
(1 Kings xvii.). "The word of the Lord came unto him, saying,
Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward and hide thyself." Such was
the command, "and he went and did accordiug to the word of the
Lord." Immediate obedience should ever characterize the movements of the Servant of God. And the Lord will ever honour such
obedience, and provide in His own wonderful way for that servant's
needs. "Ravens" fed Elijah. But they brought him good and
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wholesome food of " bread and flesh." And they brought it regularly
twice a day, "in the morning and in the evening." "And he drank
of the brook." For the time being he had no temporal cares. He
was in the path of simple obedience. He was to " hide" in the one
place. But later the command was changed and he was to " dwell "
in another. While Elijah was hiding, God gave him His word for it,
"I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there." When God
sent him to Zarephath, He again added His sure word of promise,
"I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee." The
long quiet time of obedient waiting was a special preparation for a
twofold test. One a secret test when " the child" was restored to
life; the other, open conflict with the worshippers of Baal. The Lord
ever gives His servants special preparation for special service. How
little we know when going through our probation times, for what
service He is preparing us and to what work He will next lead us.
May we seek to be ever ready for His ,vill-both to bear in secret and
to act in public. And let us constantly remember, that if we " seek
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness," all the temporal
needfuls will be added, as the Lord assured Elijah. He fulfilled His
promise in Elijah's case, and He will always provide for His children.
" The child" had been brought back to life, and" after many days"
God's command was again issued to the prophet, " Go, shew thyself."
The secret hiding in the Lord's presence should result in public
ministry. God's" hide thyself" is frequently followed by a "Go,
shew thyself." It was so now. "Go, shew thyself "-first secretly
to the wicked king Ahab to contend ,vith him; then publicly to the
idolatrous nation to contend ,vith them, and so destroy the Baal
worshippers (1 Kings xviii.). This latter contending was followed
by the reaction of chapter xix. The Prophet did not hide himself
from duty when the reality of J ehovah was to be balanced against
the powerlessness of Baal, albeit his human nature gave out for a
time after the strain was over. For he " went for his life" at Jezebel's
murderous threat, and "requested for himself that he might die,"
instead of being slain by her. But his life work was not done. No!
sleep and loneliness were again the Lord's solace to restore His
overwrought servant. Perchance during those" forty days" (verse 8)
Elijah knew nO communion with any man save with the Lord Himself.
It was again special preparation for special service, as the close of the
chapter shows us-" Go return . . . anoint Hazael . . . and Jehu
. . . and Elisha."
Now let us turn to our own fleeing and hiding. The child of God
is ever hidden, ever safe; ever fleeing, ever protected. We need to
be perpetually fleeing, albeit we are always hidden. "I flee unto
Thee to hide me "-from the wiles and snares of Satan, from the temptations of the word and of the flesh, from the sorrows and cares of the
daily life, from the conflicts and perplexities that beset spiritually.
We have a sure unmoving hiding-place from all these. "The Name
of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth into it and is
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safe." "In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence: and His children
shall have a place of refuge."
"I flee unto Thee to hide me "-from my sinS. He has hidden
our sins by His blood, they are blotted out if we are believers. But
we need His keeping power every moment, that our sins-yes, those
sins that so attract our human nature-may by His Spirit become
more and more hateful to us and that holy longings may be more and
more implanted in us. "I flee unto Thee to hide me "-from myself.
"He knoweth our frame." How the renewed man grows to hate
self, to say with two of old, " I abhor myself" (Job xlii. 6); "I am
ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my God" (Ezra ix. 6).
We long for the old nature to be overcome by the new, and to have
Christ" in" us, displacing self completely. And," I flee unto Thee
to hide me "-from my mistakes. How often, how seriously we blunder
in our Christian race. How signally we fail in our best efforts. Oh!
we need to hide our mistakes in the ample folds of His all·covering
righteousness, knowing that He both can and will overrule our errors
for His final glory and our ultimate good. "Thou art my hiding
place," we may repeatedly say to Him. "Thou calledst in trouble,
and I delivered thee; I answered thee in the secret place," He will
verily assure us.
It is an unspeakable comfort and rest to flee unto Him in the storms,
and temptations, and alarms, and in the life·changes that sometimes
startle us by their suddenness. Truly our God is a very present help
to those who perpetually present themselves to Him. Only those
who know Him as " our own God" can possibly realize the sense of
peace that possesses the established Christian when everything around
is shaking and one after another of his earthly blessings and friends
are removed and withdrawn. These are the times when human
nature gives way-perchance at first rises up in bitterness and rebellion
and says, " Surely God hath forgotten me, and my God hath forsaken
me." Ah no! He has not. And the Spirit treads swiftly on Satan's
heels and answers nature's agonized cry, with grace's firm assurance,
" He led them forth by the right way." That is not to say that He
let them know beforehand exactly what the" way" would be; nor
yet that He allowed them to see in advance every crooked way and
by-path into which their own wilful wandering would lead them.
Nay! they were best without that knowledge. And so are we!
Sufficient for us if we simply believe that He led us forth by " the
right way." We have fled to Him, we are hidden, we are saie. Is it so,
beloved fellow-Christian, with you just now 1 Have the seemingly
stable things been shaken, yea, to their very foundation 1 And have
you realized afresh that there is still one Foundation under those
very shaking things which their shaking will not move 1 Not they,
but you, are built upon an unshakable Foundation, and while earthly
things quiver around you, you are unmoved; because your foundation
is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and He will never be moved or
changed. "He abideth faithful" though man may fail us. He is
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a sure Foundation and we are built on Him. Of the believer who is
rooted in Christ, when tempests and upheavals are scattering and
shattering his earthly all, it can still be said, "His heart is fixed,
trusting in the Lord." He is not confounded or confused. Perplexed,
troubled, and cast down for the time being he may be by reason of his
human nature; but he is so fixed in the peace of God that the peace
of God is fixed in him, and the God of peace upholds him. True, it is
sufficient for salvation to be a Christian; but it is not sufficient for
peace to be anything less than an established one. The unstable
Christian is i=ediately tossed hither and thither with both fears
and doubts as soon as adverse winds and circumstances bewilder
him. Not so the man whose" heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord."
The deep calm undercurrent is still there, though his surface life may
have undergone some well·nigh overwhelming shock and sorrow.
We flee now unto Him to hide us in spirit. But another fleeing
and a different hiding are before us soon. When the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised, and we shall be changed, we shall
flee unto Him to hide us. And He will do it! Oh, what a wonderful
fleeing and hiding that will be, surpasbing all that we can conceive.
This is Easter time, when we are specially thinking of the Crucifixion
and the Resurrection. When first the Spirit opens the eyes of "a
man born blind" to see his crucified Redeemer, he exclaims, " I flee
unto Thee to hide me." He sees his sinfulness, his need, his emptiness,
his undoneness. Then he sees his risen Lord. He sees His sacrifice,
His sufficiency, His fulness and His forgiveness, and he still cries out,
" I flee unto Thee to hide me." When that trumpet sounds he will
once again look up and say, " I flee unto Thee to hide me," and he
will see his Saviour as He is.
Thoughts of the resurrection came over me with mighty power in
Horniman's Museum recently. First our party stood by a human
skeleton; a little later over a tomb, containing the remains of two
bodies; a few minutes after in the long narrow mummy passage.
There are six or eight mummies in it, embalmed over 3000 and 4000
years ago. These bodies are visibly dead now. But when the Lord
comes for His own, what a wonderful resurrection will take place
within those wal1b. If any of these bodies are the bodies of believers
they will be suddenly caught up. It was a glorious thought, that
of the mortal putting on immortality. Instinctively I longed and
prayed that the Lord would come for His own that moment. But
He came not. Yet He is coming. We believe it, we expect Him.
We hope and think that the Bride is well·nigh robed and ready {or
His coming. Strange to the human mind that the Bride herself has
not been apprised of the time of the ceremony! Yet she has. "In
such an hour as ye think not "-so ha' the time been fixed and the
hour been appointed and announced. The world thinks not just nowit puts off that wedding and forgets it-surely this may be one sign
that the time is drawing near. We know that the day is hastening
towards fulfilment. While the children of the world are forgetting
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the coming of the Bridegroom, the children of God are eagerly saying,
" Behold, the Bridegroom cometh." May He speedily grant it. Then
as the redeemed Bride takes the last step into t.he presence of her
Beloved, she will say again, for the last time, "1 flee unto Thee to
hide me."
Clapton.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

THE HEIR

OF

ALL THINGS.

" And when they had fulfilled all that was wriUen of Him, they took Him
down from the tree, and laid Him in a sepulchre. But God raised
Him from the dead."-AcTs xiii. 29, 30.

though the men given Him by His Father in their nature state
could see no beauty in Him that they should desire Him, He nevertheless carried about with Him many evidences that He was the Son
of God and so the" Heir of all things."
What must it have been to call forth from natural man the words,
" Never man spake like this Man," and therefore what would it have
been to the ears of the many prophets and righteous men of old, to
have heard His words, His sayings and His parables, as for instance,
the Parable of the Householder, his vineyard and his husbandmen.
" But last of all He sent unto them His Son, saying, They will reverence
My Son. But when the husbandmen saw the Son" [with such rays
of Divine majesty as could not be hid], " they said among themselves"
[see John xi. 47], " This is the Heir; come, let us kill Him, and let us
seize on His inheritance." [See Psa. ii. 8.] And so they did as Paul said
of Him in this his memorable sermon in the synagogue at Antioch.
They desired" Pilate that He should be slain," that is, " His Son,
Whom He hath appointed Heir of all things, by Whom also He made
the worlds." So also said Peter in his sermon, " Him . . . ye have
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain"; this great
" Him" Who did many miracles and wonders and signs in the midst
of you, and yet was delivered up of you to suffer, bleed, and die, the
Just for the unjust, to bring to God all the Jacob whom He loved.
All was done according to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God, as the unerring Spirit of Divine inspiration sets forth in the
precious words: " Who verily was foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, who by
Him [see Phi\. i. 29] do believe in God, That raised Him up from the
dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in
God." " The things concerning Me," said the blessed Jesus, " have
an end." And so it duly came to pass that they, his enemies and
adversaries, fulfilled all that was written of Him.
Some of these things we do well to call to mind and dwell on, that
our meditation of Him, as viewed in them, may be sweet, as by the
Holy Spirit's unction it must ever be.
EVEN
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It was written of Him in David, .. All that hate Me wmsper together
against Me: against Me do they devise My hurt . . . Yea, Mine own
familiar friend, in whom I trusted, wmch did eat of My bread, hath
lifted up his heel against Me " (Psa. xli. 7, 9). And so, when He had
dipped the sop He gave it to Judas Iscariot, and said unto him, .. That
thou doest, do quickly." By the Prophet Zechariah it was written
of Him: "If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear.
So they weighed for my price tmrty pieces of silver. And the Lord
said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised
at of them."
That was fulfilled when the "Heir of all tmngs,"
betrayed by Judas, was delivered unto the chief priests for the covenanted tmrty pieces of silver (John xxvi. 15), the price put upon a
.. manservant" in their own law for being gored by a bull (Exod. xxi.
32). In this" thing" also" Behold My Servant, Whom I uphold;
Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth," when many bulls compassed Him, when strong bulls of Bashan beset Him round about,
when they opened their mouths against Him, saying, "He saved
others; Himself He cannot save." But could Judas delight mmself
in the price he obtained for" the innocent blood" of the" Heir of all
things"? Did he acquire and enjoy garments and oliveyards, and
vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants and maidservants ?
Did he swallow down riches? He shall cast them up again to the
potter, that the things spoken of Him might be fulfilled (Matt.
xxvii. 7-10).
Again in David: "When the wicked, even Mine enemies and My
foes, came upon Me to eat up My flesh, they stumbled and fell" (PSI'.
xxvii. 2), fulfilled to the letter when the "Heir of all things" said
to Judas and his band of murderers, " I am He "-or, as better accords
with the greatness, dignity and majesty of the glorious Speaker, take
the answer without the" He " in italics, and we hear the voice of Him
That dwelled in the Bush of old, "I AM." "As soon then as He had
said unto them, I AM, they went backward, and fell to the ground"
(John xviii. 6).
They fulfilled all that was written of Him by Isaiah in his 50th and
53rd chapters. "He gave His back to the smiters" when Pilate scourged
Him, having said concerning Him, "I have found no fault in this
Man." "Behold, I bring Him forth to you," said Pilate, "that ye may
know that I find no fault in Him." Then delivered he Him unto them
to be crucified, and, thus, in His humiliation, His judgment was taken
away. He is denied that judgment from the seat of justice as between
man and man, that ought to have been His by the very verdict of the
judge himself; for who, asks Eliphaz the Temanite, ever perished
being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off? The answer to
this is, Jesus Christ the righteous, at Golgotha, without Jerusalem,
and on Calvary's tree, was cut otJ out of the land of the living, His
personal iunocence, as the Man Christ Jesus, holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from sinners, and as the One God had raised up in righteousness to fulfil all righteousness, and Who did and delighted to do
!5
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the will of His eternal Father, could yet not prevent His being cut off
out of the land of the living, and that because of the deeper, the great
and glorious truth of His being then and there, the Divine Surety and
Substitute of the whole elect of mankind. And so we have it from
the mouth of God Himseli, " For the transgression of My people was
He stricken." Jehovah the Father made the iniquity of all these
transgressors to meet on Him, to be punished in Him, and be fully
atoned for and put away by Him Who is the" Heir of all things."
To view the "Heir of all things" bearing in His own body the griefs
and sorrows that otherwise had sunk in a pit of endless woe the entire
election of sovereign grace brings to our mind a verse of dear Erskine :
11

What wakened vengeance could denounce,

All round Him did beset;
And never left His soul, till once
Thy Husband paid the debt."
The very indignity of spitting in His face-that face marred more
than any man-was prophesied of, and in the days of His flesh fulfilled.
The vinegar they gave Him for His drink, and the gall they gave Him
for His meat when He "was derided, insulted, and slain," show that
it is a greater than the Psalmist of the sixty-ninth Psalm who speaks,
when He bore our sins in His own body on the tree.
Now here our Apostle uses the word tree instead of cross, and this is
to be particularly noted, perhaps more so in these days when so much
zeal without knowledge is seen among us, in the setting up of, the
wearing, and stamping material crosses. And how much idolatrous
Rome gains thereby it would be very hard to say. But the tree has in
it a blessed signification, when we remember it was the fruit of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil taken and eaten in Eden that
first" brought death into the world with all our woe."
So they took Him down from the tree of Calvary, after He had made
an end of sin and brought in everlasting righteousness, abolished
death, and brought life and immortality to light. And they laid the
" Heir of all things" in a sepulchre. But God raised Him from the
dead. In vain the rage of earth and hell, in vain the seal, in vain the
watch. The fears of all His adversaries have come upon them. And
the heaviness of their hearts for whom He suffered is turned into joy
by His rising again on the morning of the third day. That rising is
the proof of their justification before God for whose offences He was
delivered up, and is the sure foundation of J ehovah's giving to them
" all things."
I have tried to keep close to Christ in these well-known things, most
surely believed among us. In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge, and with all who are heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Christ these truths and the unction of them will stay and abide to a
blessed eternity.

Birkenhead.

G. A.
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"THE YEARS OF THE RIGHT HAND."
"IN the Lord J ehovah is everlasting strength." We know that the
right hand of the Lord signifies strength-strength in action. 0
believer, note His gracious favour thus exercised on thy behalf all
the years of thy earthly pilgrimage. Call to remembrance the years
-years of mercy-" goodness and mercy." Trials and sorrows have
been many, but" aye the dews of sorrow were h~stred with His love"
-His love and His strength, " the saving strength of His right hand."
Ah! He never suffered us to fatl. "My feet were almost gone" :
yes, but not quite. "Thy right hand hath holden me up." "My
steps had well nigh slipped": yes, nearly, but not altogether. "Kept
by the power of God," for" I will uphold thee with the right hand of
My righteousness." Dear reader, this is the upholding right hand of
power for the believer-" My righteousness."
U

Clothed in Hi, righteousness alone,

Faultless I stand before the tbrone."
My feet would have gone, my steps would have slipped down-downdown into the lowest hell, but for being upheld by the right hand of
His righteousness and strength.
We are very apt in time of great difficulty and sorrow to say like
Asaph, " Will the Lord cast of! for ever 1" But He assures us, " The
Lord will not cast of! for ever; but though He cause grief, yet will He
have compassion according to the multitude of His mercies" (Lam.
iii. 31, 32). "And will He be favourable no more 1" We read:
" He shall pray unto God, and He will be favourable unto him: and
he shall see His face with joy: for He will render unto man His
righteousness" (Job xxxiii. 26). "Is His mercy clean gone for ever 1 "
No, my soul; "His mercy endureth for ever." " Doth His promise
fail for evermore 1" Nay," when this passing world is done" and
we review the past, we shall say with Solomon, "There hath not failed
one word of all His good promise." "Hath God forgotten to be
gracious 1" He assures us: "I will not forget thee"; "He will be
very gracious to thee." "Hath He in anger shut up His tender
mercies 1" Ah, no! He" crowneth thee with lovingkindness and
tender mercies." "The Lord shall open unto thee His good treasure."
We ask all these questions in the deep distresses which come upon
us, which indeed are sent to us, for there is a needs-be for all He sends.
And in His marvellous patience and forbearance-for He remembereth
we are but dust-He answers each petulant question directly, and
tenderly, and reassuringly in His own blessed Word. The Psalmist
goes on to say, " This is my infirmity." Yes, indeed-" his infirmity."
He might well have called it by a harsher name. But he proceeds: "I
will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High. I will
remember the works of the Lord; surely I will remember Thy wonders
of old." And the past is an earnest of the present and the future,
since He changes not. He is "the same yesterday, and to day, and
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for ever." Then the Psalm passes on in a joyous strain of exultation
and praise-the inevitable result, dear reader, when remembering the
years of His right hand, His works and His wonders. For remembering
produces praise. "Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh
righteousness, those that remember Thee in Thy ways." Of course,
when He meets us rejoicing there is mutual and double joy, for He
rejoices too to see His people glad in Him remembering His ways.
What a happy meeting! What loving fellowship! What sweet
reminiscences! One thinks of the disciples going to Emmaus. They
were talking of His dealings and pondering on the past when Jesus
Himself drew near and went with them. What a delightful walk
that must have been, by His side, so hallowed, so satisfying.
In this terrible time of war, what a rest it is to know that our cause
is in His hands. "They got not the land in possession by their own
sword, neither did their own arm save them: hut Thy right hand, and
Thine arm, and the light of Thy countenance, because Thou hadst a
favour unto them." We pray, " Shew Thy marvellous lovingkindness,
o Thou That savest by Thy right hand them which put their trust in
Thee from those that rise up against them." I have been much
impressed lately with the fact that He has used His own birds of the
air to display His power and love in saving us. For very recently
seagulls hovering over a German submarine called attention to its
presence, enabling a British vessel with more than five hundred lives
on board to escape through their timely warning. And He employed
even the very roughness of the sea to raise another ship right over a
hostile submarine, and she thus escaped into safety. Truly He is a
God That worketh wonders by birds and waves and winds. Thus
" His right hand shall save us," for He exercises power not only by His
mighty acts, but by the feebler works of His creation. He holds
them in His hands to use for the salvation of His people. Norhing
is too small for Him. Indeed He has often chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the mighty. And, dear believer, nothing and
no one is too mighty for Him to use or withstand. All minister to His
purposes-the weak and the strong, the small and the great. "His
right hand and His holy arm hath gotten Him the victory," for He
Himself fighteth for us.
There is another sweet feature about the right hand of God. We
read in Canticles-the Song of songs-" His right hand doth embrace
me." So there is love as well as power in His right hand. Love-the
love that so loved that He gave Himself for us-love that passeth
knowledge-love that beareth and hopeth and endureth and never
faiJeth-love that is eternal and love that is measureless in its breadth
and length and height and depth-" Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ 1 "
" Thy right hand shall save me." The right hand of the Most High
is salvation. Thus strength, love, salvation are all in the strong,
tender, true hand-the right hand of the Lord.

The Gospel Magazine

229

" Salvation I oh. the joyful sound I
'Tis music to our ears."

To the guilty, lost, and helpless, to the sin-sick soul, the bound captive,
the heavy-laden, the weak, the sorrowing, the dying, are these words
sent: "Thy right hand shall save me."
And then" when time and sense shall be no more," when we shall
be called away from this world of farewells to the world of welcomes,
from the land of death to the Land of Life, from the land of sin to the
true Holy Land, from the land of tears to the Land where" God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes," then " at Thy right hand are
pleasures for evermore."
Thus His right hand is the place of delight, the place" where Christ
sitteth." "With I1ie where I am" is His desire. "With Christ,
which is far better" is His people's desire. They will be there all
together for ever by and by. As we think of our beloved oneS going
so quickly now one by one to Him, knowing they are one with Christ,
we rejoice in their gladness and His happiness in their rapture of
reunion, and the ecstatic joy of seeing Him face to face and receiving
His sweet welcome Home. Ah I we shall join that joyous throng soon
-very soon. For He is coming, He is coming, dear reader. Almost
we can hear His chariot wheels. He is coming quickly. "The Lord
my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee."
" Caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
"For ever with the Lord I
Amen, so let it be I
Life from the dead is in that word,
'Tis immortality I
Here in the body pent,
Absent from Him I roam,
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent
A da.y's march nearer Home."

" Surely I come quickly.

Amen.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
NETTlE.

A LETTER FROM JOHN WELCH TO
THE COUNTESS OF WIGTON.
THE following remarkable letter was written to Lilias Graham, Countess
of Wigton, five days after Mr. Welch (a short sketch of whose life has
been appearing in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE) was imprisoned in Blackness Castle. At the time he wrote he was anticipating the doom
of death; yet, enjoying the testimony of an approving conscience
and the tokens of the Divine favour, he was not only peaceful but
joyful, as he thought of the felicity which awaited him after having
offered up his life a sacrifice, for the supremacy of Christ and for the
liberties of His Kingdom. Lilias Graham was a daughter of the third
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Earl of Montrose. The house of Montrose was never remarkable for
attacbment to the Reformation; yet this lady was of that family.
Sir WiIIiam Livingstone, who knew her personally, describes her as
.. a most devout woman and pious lady."
The letter thus runs :.. The consolation of the Holy Ghost be multiplied upon you in
Christ Jesus.
.. Often and many times, Christian and elect lady, I have desired the
opportunity to be comforted with that consolation wherewith it hath
pleased God of His free grace and mercy to fill and furnish you. Your
remembrance is very sweet and comfortable to my soul. Since the
first time I knew you in Christ Jesus, I have ever been mindful of you
unto the Lord; and now, not being able to refrain any longer, I could
not omit this occasion; not knowing how long it may please the Lord
to continue my being in this tabernacle, or give me further occasion of
writing to any.
.. Although I have not great matter at this time, yet in the remembrance of your labour of love, hope and patience, I must needs salute
your Ladyship; knowing assuredly you are the chosen of God, set
apart before ever the world was, to that glorious and eternal inheritance.
Being thus comforted in your faith and hope, I am fully assured, though
we never have the occasion of meeting here, that we shall reign together
in the world to come.
" My desire to remain here is not great, knowing that so long as Jam
in this house of clay, J am absent from God: and if it were dissolved, I
look for a building not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. In
this I groan, desiring to be clothed upon with my house which is in
heaven; if so be that being clothed, I shall not be found naked. For
J that am within this tabernacle, do often groan and sigh within myself,
being oftentimes burdened; not that I would be unclothed, but clothed
upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. I long to eat of
the fruit of that tree which is planted in the midst of the paradise of
God; and to drink of the pure river, clear as crystal, that runs through
the street of the New Jerusalem. I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that He shall stand at the last day upon the earth: and though
after my skin, worms destroy my body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:
Whom I shall see for myself, and not another for me; and my eyes
shall behold Him, though my reins be consumed within me. I long to
be refreshed with the souls of them that are under the altar, who were
slain for the Word of God, and the testimony which they held; and to
have those long white robes given me, that I may walk in white raiment
with those glorious saints who have washed their garments, and have
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
" Why should I think it a strange thing to be removed from this
place to that wherein my Hope, my Joy, my Crown, my Elder Brothel'.
my Head, my Father, my Comforter, and all the glorious saints are;
and where the song of Moses and the Lamb is sung joyfully; where
we shall not be compelled to sit by the rivers of Babylon, and to hang
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up our harps on the willow trees, but shall take them up and sing the
new Hallelujah, Blessing, honour, glory, and power, to Him That sits
upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever 1 What is there
under the old vault of the heavens, and in this old worn earth, which
is under the bondage of corruption, groaning and travailing in pain,
and, as it were, still shooting out the head, looking, waiting, and longing
for the redemption of the sons of God 1 What is there, I say, that
should make me desire to remain here 1 I expect that new heaven,
and that new earth, wherein righteousness dwelleth, wherein I shall
rest for evermore. I look to get entry into the New Jerusalem, at one
of those twelve gates whereupon are written the names of the twelve
tribes of the children of Israel. I know that Christ Jesus hath prepared them for me. Why may I not then, with boldness, in His blood,
step into that glory, where my Head and Lord hath gone before me 1
Jesus Christ is the door, and the Porter; who then shall hold me out 1
Will He let them perish for whom He died 1 Will He let them, poor
sheep, be plucked out of His hand for whom He hath laid down His
life 1 Who shall condemn the man whom God hath justified 1 Who
shall lay anything to the charge of the man for whom Christ hath died,
or rather risen again 1 I know I have grievously transgressed, but
where sin abounded, grace will superabound. I know my sins are red
as scarlet, and crimson, yet the red blood of Christ my Lord can make
them as white as snow or wool: whom have I in heaven but Him, or
whom desire I in the earth besides Him 1 (Psa. Ixxxii. 25.) 0 Thou the
fairest among the children of men (Psa. xlv. 2), the light of the Gentiles,
the glory of the Jews, the life of the dead, the joy of angels and saints,
my soul panteth to be with Thee; I will put my spirit into Thy hands,
and Thou wilt not put me out of Thy presence, I will come unto Thee,
for Thou castest none away that come unto Thee. 0 Thou the delight
of mankind! Thou comest to seek and to save that which was lost;
Thou seeking me hast found me, and now being found by Thee, I hope,
o Lord, Thou wilt not let me perish.
" I desire to be with Thee, and do long for the fruition of Thy blessed
presence, and joy of Thy countenance. Thou, the only good Shepherd,
art full of grace and truth; therefore I trust Thou wilt not thrust me
out of the door of grace. The law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Thee. Who shall separate me from Thy love 1 Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword 1 Nay, in all these things I am more than conqueror, through
Thy Majesty Who hast loved me: for I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor principalities, nor powers, nor any creature is able
to separate me from the love of the Majesty which is in Christ Jesus my
Lord. I refuse not to suffer with Thee, that I may rejoice with Thee.
Shall not all things be pleasant to me, which may be the last step, by
which, and upon which, I may come unto Thee 1 When shall I be
satisfied with Thy face 1 When shall I be drunk with Thy pleasures 1
Come, Lord Jesus, and tarry not. The Spirit says, Come; the bride
says, Come; even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly, and tarry not.
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" Why should the multitude of my iniquities, or greatness of them
affright me 1 Why should I faint in this my desire to be with Thee 1
The greater sinner I have been, the greater glory will Thy grace be to
Thee unto all eternity. Oh, unspeakable joy, endless, infiuite and
bottomless compassion! Oh; sea of never-fading pleasures! Oh,
love of loves! Oh, the breadth, and height, and length of that love of
Thine, that passeth all knowledge! The love of Jonathan was great
indeed to David, it passed the love of women; but Thy love, 0 Lord,
passeth all created love! 0 uncreated love! beginning without beginning, and ending without end. Thou art my Glory, my Joy, and my
Gain, and my Crown; Thou hast set me under Thy shadow with great
delight, and Thy fruit is sweet unto my taste: Thou hast brought me
into Thy banqueting-house, and placed me in Thy orchard. Stay me
with flagons, and comfort me with apples, for I am sick, and my soul is
wounded with Thy love. Behold Thou art fair, my love; behold, Thou
art fair; Thou hast dove's eyes. Behold Thou art fair, my Beloved;
yea, pleasant. Also our bed is green; the beams of our house are
cedar, and our rafters are of fir. How fair and how pleasant art Thou;
o love, for delights! My heart is ravished with Thee; oh, when
shall I see Thy face! How long wilt Thou delay to be with me as a
roe, or a young hart, leaping upon the mountains, and skipping upon
the hills. As a bundle of myrrh be Thou to me, and lie all uight betwixt my breasts; because of the savour of Thy good ointments. Thy
Name is as ointment poured forth. Therefore desire I to go out of this
desert, and to come to the place where Thou sittest at Thy repast, and
where Thou makest Thy flocks to rest at noon. When shall I be filled
with His love 1 Surely, if a man knew how precious it were, he would
count all things dross and dung to gain it. Truly I would long for that
scaffold, or that axe, or that cord, that might be to me that last step of
this my wearisome journey, to go to Thee, my Lord
.
"I know I have been greatly strengthened and sustained by your
prayers, honourable lady, and dearly beloved in our Lord Jesus. Continue, I pray you, as you have begun, in wrestling with the Lord for me,
that Christ may be magnified in my mortal body, whether living or
dead, that my soul may be lifted up to the third heavens, that I may
taste of these joys that are at the right hand of my heavenly Father,
and that with gladness I may let my spirit go thither where my body
shall shortly follow. Who am I, that He should first have called me,
and then constituted me a minister of the glad tidings of the Gospel of
salvation these sixteen years already; and now, last of all, to be a
sufferer for His cause and Kingdom 1 . . . to witness that good confession, that Jesus Christ is the King of saints, and that His Church is a
most free Kingdom; yea, as free as any kingdom under heaven, not
only to convocate, hold and keep her meetings, conventions, and assemblies, but also to judge of all her affairs, in all her meetings and conventions amongst her members and subjects 1 These two points, first,
that Christ is the Head of His Church; secondly, that she is free in her
government from all other jurisdiction except Christ's: these two
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points, I say, are the special cause of our imprisonment, being now
convicted as traitors for the maintaining thereof. We have been
waiting with joyfulness to give the last testimony of our blood in confirmation thereof; if it should please our God to be so favourable as
to honour us with that dignity. Yea, I do affirm that these two points
above written, and all other things which belong to Christ's crown,
sceptre, and Kingdom, are not subject, nor can be, to any other
authority but to His own altogether, so that I would be most glad to
be offered up as a sacrifice for so glorious a truth. . . . . . .
" There is a great sacrifice to be made in Bozrah, in thee, 0 Scotland,
of the blood of all sorts in the land. Ephraim shall cons urne Manasseh,
and Manasseh Ephraim: brother against brother, and every man in
judgment of the Lord shall be armed, to thrust his sword in the side
of his neighbour, and all for the contempt of the glorious Gospel: and
that blood which was offered to thee, 0 Scotland, in so plenteous a
manner, that the like thereof hath not been offered to any nation.
Therefore thy judgment shall be greater; but the sanctuary must be
begun at, and the meaSure is not fulfilled, till the blood of the saints be
shed. Then the cry thereof will be great, and will not stay, till they
bring the Lord down from heaven His throne, to see if the sins of
Scotland be according to the cry thereof. . . . . . .
" I know not, whether I shall have occasion to write again, and therefore, by this letter, as my latter will and testament, I give testimony,
warning, and knowledge of these things, to all men, according to the
Lord's direction to the Prophet, 'Son of man, I have made thee a
watchman' (Ezek. xxxiii. 7, etc.). Therefore I give warning to all
men hereby, that no man's blood be required at my hands. Thus
desiring the help of your prayers, with my humble commendations, and
service in Christ, to my lord your husband, and all the saints there;
the messenger of peace be with you all for evermore. Amen.
" Yours to my full power, for the time Christ's prisoner,
"(Signed) JOHN WELCH.
"BLACKNESS, JANUARY 6TH, 1606."
Haddington.
J. G.
"THE GOD OF MY MERCY."
WHEN the Lord brings His people to a place of deliverance or relief,
they stand beside a newly raised Ebenezer, " pause, look back, adore."
It is the God of consolation Who has brought them there. He has
restored the waste and desolate places. He has heard their prayers,
and has answered to the joy of their hearts. He has brought to life
and light hidden desires of His own implanting. He has not despised
their afllictions; their trouble has not seemed little unto Him. He
has remembered how frail they are-" but of yesterday," and dust;
and He has healed and increased. How gracious He is, how allcreating and condescending to come down unto the things which perish
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with the using; making them to bring forth, to His glory, and to the
profit and joy of His saints. He is the God of all grace, and often adds
to His mercies a thankful heart, removing the suspicions of unbelief,
so that praise ascends to Him, to whence it came. The sin of these
holy things He washes away. How much" flesh" and how much
" Spirit" there is in our rejoicings He only can tell Who handles
"the balances of the sanctuary." To us who are exercised unto
Godliness, it is a weariness and a toil and a bondage at times to try
and discover. But lie does not say, "A charge to keep you have, a
God to glorify, a never-dying soul to save, and fit it for the sky."
He says, "My son, give Me thine heart," and the son, in measure
knowing where his great strength lies, replies, "Search me, 0 God,
and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there
be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." Above,
we shall know what is revealed now in little but in glorious and heavenborn reality-the Gift of God and Who it is That speaks. We shall
know what it is to be saved by grace, and the depth of the plea,
"Behold, 0 God, our shield; and look upon the face of Thine
Anointed." Then shall the little revivings in bondage be exchanged
for changeless and full liberty and love. May He, as He does and will,
teach of these things, that with increasing diligence, "in all the
changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy," we turn our eyes to
Jesus' blood and count on His righteousness.
H

Sure ground and sure foundation too we find in Jesus' Name,
Herein we every blessing view and every favour claim j

Then let His Name for ever be to us supremely dear,
Our only all-prevailing plea for all our hope is there."
He is "the God of hope." The Apostle prays for the Romans,
" Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing."
The joy and peace of seeing is reserved for another day-a morning
without clouds: but the joy and peace of believing is from the God of
all comfort upon His saints now, though the earth be removed and the
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea. They hope for some
better thing, for a sweeter assurance of their election of God: or with
Abraham, for the fulfilment of a promise that is above human help.
Poor Governor Felix! "he hoped that money should have been given
him of Paul _ .. wherefore he sent for him," with his empty pockets,
the oftener. But he waited, and his hope was lost. "Happy is he
that hath the God of J acob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his
God: Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is :
Which keepeth truth for ever: Which executeth judgment for the
oppressed: Which giveth food to the hungry. The Lord looseth the
prisoners: the Lord openeth the eyes of the blind: the Lord raiseth
them that are bowed down: the Lord loveth the righteous: the Lord
preserveth the strangers; He relieveth the fatherless and widow: but
the way of the wicked He turneth upside down." "What more can
He say than to you He hath said ~" But a sense of unworthiness
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and want remains. Is there hope in Israel concerning this thing?
Surely yes. "The eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, upon
them that hope in His mercy." Here the last and the least can come
in. Whatever is wrong, spiritual or temporal, there is hope in the
mercy of God. It is not the mercy of the unjust judge, who that he
might get rid of her, granted the petitioner her request. It is no loose
and new afterthought of Him Who sees that the misery of man is
great upon him-no impatient arrangement such as we make for the
sake of what we call peace. It is not a change of mind at the expense
of truth and justice and righteousness, that men may walk on in
darkness and revolt more and more. But it is a turning according
to promise, at the cry of the poor and needy. Even of Ahab the
Lord said, "Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before Me?
Because he humbleth himself before Me, I will not bring the evil in
his days." This was according to God's Covenant with nations and
with the children of men, that if they turn to Him acknowledging His
righteousness and their wickedness and departure, He will be found
of them and will have mercy on them. But the sureneSs of His
visitations in judgment confirms the sureness of His promises of grace,
mercy, and peace in Christ. It is so in the closing verses of Proverbs i.
He will not always be mocked. "But whoso hearkeneth unto Me,"
He says, " shall be quiet from fear of evil." For His people, who have
ears to hear, mercy was laid up before the foundations of the world,
when the Church was with Christ in the love of God, and justice, truth,
righteousness, and peace were with mercy. So the Psalmist could
say - while he feared continually the sin of his heart, feared the
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, while he shrank from
the sorrows, the painb, the chastisements, and the perplexities of the
way-" I will hope continually, and will yet praise Thee more and
more." There is forgiveness with Him that He may be feared.
FOLLOWER-ON.
JACOB AND JOSEPH.
A LECTURE

BY

THE LATE REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.

THE portion of Scripture to which I am about to call your attention
at this time, brethren, is the 43rd chapter of the Book of Genesis. As
briefly as possible I shall run over the circumstances which I wish
to press upon your attention at this time.
You remember that on last Wednesday we saw that the famine
with which God had visited Egypt having reached the land of Canaan,
Jacob sends his sons to Egypt to buy food. You remember their
interview with their brother J oseph; you remember he spake roughly
to them, charged them ,vith being spies; and as a pledge of their
honesty, he retained Simeon as a hostage till they should bring down
their brother Benjamin. They returned to their aged father; and
you remember how the heart of that poor man was pressed down
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with bitter anguish, when he could not see one bright spot in the
horizon of God's promises, as he exclaimed, "All these things are
against me."

The chapter that comes under our consideration to-day informs
us that the famine still continued to press heavily upon the land of
Canaan. The stores which Jacob's sons had brought from Egypt are
now exhausted, and a difficult question arises-How are supplies to
be procured ~ because the man who presided over the affairs of Egypt
seemed most determined that they should not see his face unless their
younger brother were with them. The matter must now be settled
between the father and his sons; the sons say, What are we to do ~
If we remain here we must starve, and it is impossible to go back
unless Benjamin is allowed to go with us. The poor old father
expostulates with his sons for having been so communicative as to
tell their family affairs; he asks, "Wherefore did ye tell the man
whether ye had yet a brother ~" Judah, in his turn, remonstrates
with his father; asks him to entrust Benjamin to his care, and says,
" I will be surety for him." This promise prevails with J acob: he is
induced to let him go. In the exercise of faith he commits his child
to the Lord, pronounces a blessing upon him and his brethren, prays
God Almighty to be with them, and sends them upon their journey.
They return to Egypt. When they arrive there they are brought
into the presence of the great man of the country; he gives directions
that they should be brought, at a certain hour, to partake of an entertainment which he ordered should be provided for them. When they
hear this, they are greatly agitated; they have some communication
with the steward of the house; they explain to him a matter which
they fear might have damaged them at court; they tell him that the
money they had honestly paid for the corn which they bought at the
first, they afterwards found in their sacks. The steward assures them
there shall be no damage to them accruing, and in the most remarkable
manner says, " Your God and the God of yaur father hath given you
treasure in your sacks." The time comes when they are brought into
the house, to partake of the entertainment which J oseph had provided.
And here one of the most affecting parts of the story breaks upon our
view, when he whose heart overflowed with affection for his younger
brother was obliged to retire from the scene, that he might give vent
to those feelings of tenderness with which his heart was filled when
he beheld that beloved brother from whom he had been so long
separated. We are told they all partook of this entertainment, and
were all well treated by the great man of the country, while he showed
a marked preference for Benjamin.
Dear brethren, we think there is a great deal in this narrative which
is deeply interesting and instructive to Christian people. We can not
too often repeat the remark, that we can trace in this story, perhaps
more than any other that is recorded in the Bible, the wonderful
manner in which the providences of God are interwoven together.
There is such a concatenation of what we might call little links, but
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they all form a most wonderful chain. Trivial as each may seem to
be, they one and all have their appointed places in bringing out the
great purposes of God with regard to His people. This is a subject
which is deeply interesting to the Lord's servants, and if I were asked,
What is the leading point to which attention is to be specially directed
in the history of J oseph 1 I should say at once, The providencesof
God.
Besides this, there is a great deal in the part of the narrative which
comes under our consideration to·day, which makes us almost forget
the narrative itself. It seems to reflect so much the exercises and
experiences of God's servants, that I am satisfied, as we take notice of
some of the beautiful little touches which we have in this picture,
many amongst you will so enter into them as to be able to say, These
are the very trials with which my poor heart has been exercised from
time to time. It is in this way, brethren, the Scriptures become really
profitable to us. The whole Bible is a history of God's dealings with
man, and man's miserable conduct towards God.
And then there is much, very much of typical instruction to be
derived from this narrative, to which we must also draw your attention.
The first thing that strikes Us in this portion of Scripture is God's
wonderful dealing with Jacob's family. Why was that famine in
the land of Canaan 1 Why did God make Jacob's sons go down to
Egypt to buy food 1 I believe that famine was one of the largest links
in the chain of God's providence at the time. The wants of this
family had been supplied, but these supplies are now exhausted, and
they are obliged again to go to Joseph. What a type is this of all
the family of God! Whether the Holy Ghost meant it to be such or
not, I do not say. There is not one of you, children of God, who does
not very soon come to an end of his stock. The Lord will never allow
one of His children to carry away such a large supply that he shall
be able to say, I am now independent of the Lord. That is what you
and I often want: our rebellious hearts continually suggest the thought,
If I had more holiness, more faith, more love; in other words, if I
had only my own treasure-house well supplied, so that I could resort
to it for whatever I want, then all would be well. This is the very
feeling which God the Holy Ghost breaks down. He teaches you and
me and every member of His family that we must go to Joseph. Oh,
it is a sweet and comforting thought to God's people that, let the
trial be what it may, the Lord is just making them go to Joseph. He
is making them feel their dependence on J oseph. God puts such
honour upon the great Man of the country, that you must go to Him;
He will make you feel that all you have you receive from Him. You
rise in the morning as poor and as bankrupt as you were yesterday;
you must go to J oseph for all you want, and He will give you all.
The Lord kept this famine pressing upon Jacob and his family.
Now, if they had given utterance to their natural feelings they might
have said, That God Who gives food to the birds of the air is our God,
and can not He feed us 1 Many a child of sorrow among ourselves is
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often very much disposed to say, Could not God have spared me this
trial? Could He not have drawn out my heart with large manifestations of Himself without this affliction? God is pleased, dear brethren,
to keep His people down under one pressure or anotber; but it is all
with the gracious purpose of making tbem hang upon Himself, and of
bringing them again and again to His own bosom. I believe a great
part of the blessedness of the hereafter state will consist in each member
of tbe body of Christ bringing in his contribution of experience to the
fact, which the whole united Church shall then record, that the people
of God have been, one and all, obliged to hang upon Jesus all their
journey through; that the life of the Church has been a living upon
Jesus; and that He, and He alone, has been the sustainer of that
Church.
But we proceed to notice the conversation between Jacob and his
sons. They say they must return to Egypt to buy food. The poor
father shrinks from such an alternative; and oh, what a picture of
frail human nature! He seems to lose his balance completely. You
do not hear him say, The Lord has done it all; I have lost Joseph,
and I have lost Simeon, and the Lord now so orders it that Benjamin
must go down into Egypt. No, he thinks, "All these things are
against me." He and his sons talk over the matter; but he can see
nothing beyond human agency in the whole transaction. He asks
his sons, " Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me as to tell the man whether
ye had yet a brother?" What a picture of ourselves! We continually say, If this had been done, or if the other had not been done,
all would have been well. Dear brethren, when we forget to trace
the Lord's hand in the smallest circumstances of our lives, from that
moment we are at sea, and are tossed about with every little wave of
circumstance.
(To be continued.)

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.
THE reappearance of that sacred Form, which had been committed
to the well-sealed sepulchre of J oseph, was the most incontrovertible
proof ever given to man, that the dead shall live again. It was the
sign, not indeed to the world, but to the Church, that the Mediator's
mission was fulfilled, and that His reward was certain. Think for a
moment what that mission was! He had been born as the heavenly
Adam to repair the ruin which had been wrought by the earthly Adam
-to do battle with the enemy who had overcome the first man-to
listen to hi. temptations for thirty years of pain, sorrow, and weariness,
and to re&ist them all-to yield a perfect obedience to His Father's
will, thus· glorifying and magnifying the law of God, which had lain
broken and dishonoured since the Fall-to bear in His own Per.on the
curse and wrath due to the transgressions of those whom God had
chosen-and to consummate the bitter passion of a surety, by pouring
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out His soul unto death, and by giving His body to an ignominious
grave.
Had there been the least fault or flaw in Christ's performance of
His engagements, the grave must have for ever closed upon Him. Had
one single temptation of Satan prevailed with Jesus, had one single
commandment of His God been neglect-ed, had one angry or repining
word escaped the Sufferer's lips, had one thought of evil passed through
His mind, had one appointed trial been evaded, His work could not
have been accepted, and His Resurrection could not have taken
place.
The act of His Father, in bringing again from the dead that Great
Shepherd of the sheep, waS the attesting evidence to our hearts, that
His undertaking was completed, and that His recompense must follow.
Think, then, what was the reward which was set before Him 1 He had
received a promise, that, succeeding in the arduous work assigned to
Him, He should have the dominion over death, for ever; that He
should possess the right to open at pleasure the graves of earth, and
to call forth the dwellers therein to a new existence; that He should
be manifested, not merely as the eternal Head of Life and immortality
to His redeemed, bestowing upon them a Resurrection to better things
than they could have enjoyed had they not died in the first Adam;
but, also, as the eternal Judge of the wicked, gathering them around
the throne of His glory, to receive from His lips the sentence of condemnation for the deeds done in the body. Is it not evident that
the Resurrection-both of the saved and of the lost, is so linked with
the mediatorial glory of Christ, that the latter can not take place
without the former 1
The redeemed must rise, to enter upon that consummation of
blessedness which was secured to them, when, as their federal
Representative, and Forerunner, Jesus came forth from the tomb,
the everlasting Conqueror over death. Study such passages as 1 Cor.
vi. 14, 2 Cor. iv. 14, Eph. ii. 6, Rom. vi. 5, 8, 9, etc., etc.
The unredeemed must rise to appear before the Saviour Whom they
have rejected, and the King Whom they have dishonoured; to behold
His exaltation, to acknowledge His supremacy, to listen to His curse,
and to endure the outpouring of His wrath for ever. Study again,
such passages as Acts xvii. 31, Acts xxiv. 15, 2 Tim. iv. l.
In reading the accounts given by the Evangelists, of their Master's
return from the tomb, we can hardly help observing, that the Resurrection of Christ took place under circumstances very different from
those which attended the miraculous restoration of Adam's mortal
children.
No prophet stood by the side of the dead Christ, invoking the
intervention of Jehovah's power; no pleading prayer went up to
heaven for His resuscitation; no faithful heart waited for an answer
of peace. On the contrary, some of those who had most loved Jesus
left Him in His sepulchre, without a hope that He would be given
back to them again. Although He had so often spoken to them of
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His Resurrection, they forgot His words; although they had seen
Him raise others from the dead, they looked not for the hour when
He should take again the life which He had laid down. None saw
Jesus leave His grave; the earthquake came and passed by; the
angels rolled away the stone which had been set over Him; the
Conqueror went forth unnoticed and unheeded; and when men
looked for the body of the CTucified, they found the place where He
had lain empty, and heard the announcement of the shining ones,
that He was alive. Was not this very fact designed to teach us, that
the Resurrection of Christ took place as a necessary consequence of
His mediatorial acceptance with God? His flesh could not See corruption. His pure dust could not remain unquickened. The faithfulness of God demanded, that as a victor He should come forth from
the gates of the enemy. In His case, according to the emphatic
language of the Apostle Peter (Acts ii. 24), God" loosed the pains of
death, because it was not possible that He should be holden of it."
It is very important that we bear in mind, that it was not as a matter
of favour, but as a matter of right, that our Head was raised from the
dead. As" it behoved Him to suffer," so also it behoved Him to
"enter upon His glory." His death and burial were the closing
scenes of His Humiliation; His Resurrection and Ascension were the
opening scenes of His Eternal Exaltation.
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the beloved Disciple, all testify of their
Saviour's manifestations, after He was riSen. On comparing together
their statements, we find that at the hour of sunrise, on the first day
of the week, women, whose loving hearts yearned to be again even
with the body of Him Whom they mourned, went to the sepulchre.
We hardly know which is most remarkable, their deep affection, or
their obstinate unbelief. Their conduct shows to us the effect of
love, where faith is weak. We are reminded of the case of Peter.
Love sent him forth upon the waves to meet his Lord, and yet faith
was so small, that he began to sink before he reached Him. May the
thought of God's merciful dealings with His unbelieving children
encourage us. Let us pray that our faith may be increased; but
even at the worst times of doubt and darkness, let us listen to love's
promptings, and go forth to seek Jesus. It is very beautiful to see
the earnestness of purpose in these weak trembling women. They
had marked the spot where the Beloved lay, they knew that a stone
had been placed over Him, and that they were not strong enough to
remove it, and yet they went on, trusting that a way would be found
for the accomplishment of their desire. On coming to the grave,
they saw that the stone was already rolled away. Some of the women
went into the sepulchre, and to them the angel spake, saying, " Why
seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen,"
but Mary, as it appears, ran back at once to call Peter and John, who
returned with her and looked into the tomb (John xx. 2-9).
She, therefore, did not hear the announcement, that the Lord had
voluntarily left the sepulchre; and when the other disciples went
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away to their own home, she remained outside the door thereof,
weeping bitterly. Had she known of the Resurrection of Jesus, her
sorrow would have been turned into joy; but she only felt that she
had been deprived of a last look at the lineaments of One so dear to her.
She said, in answer to the inquiry of the angels-" Why weepest
thou? "-" They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where
they have laid Him." I like the expression, " My Lard." She had
seen her :Master accused of crime, loaded with infamy, spitted upon,
and buffeted, condemned to punishment; she had watched Him
hanging on the cross, between two thieves; she had heard the taunts
- " If thou be Christ, save Thyself." She had beheld Him die, and
had wept over His mangled form. She had not seen His Resurrection;
she had not even expected that vindication of His character; and
yet she still called Him her Lord. She thought not less of Him for
all the contumely which had been heaped upon Him; there was in
her heart a secret, powerful sense of His majesty, which no outward
circumstances could alter; and she spoke of Him with as much
respect and tenderness, as in the days when she accounted it her
highest privilege to sit at His feet, and learn His doctrine. Returning from the sepulchre, she met One, Who put to her the same question
as the angel had done. She did not recognize Him as her Lord at
first; "her eyes were holden"; but when the tones of His familiar
voice were suffered to fall upon her ear, she knew Him, and said,
"Rabboni." I have often thought that there is no more touching
scene in Scripture, than this meeting of Jesus with the loving and
almost heart-broken :Mary. This was the first manifestation of Christ
in His Resurrection-body. In the course of the same day, He joined
Himself to the two disciples who were going to Emmaus: in the
evening He showed Himself to the eleven who were gathered together:
eight days after He appeared among them as they sat at meat, and
rebuked the unbelief of Thomas: again, He met them according to
His promise, in a mountain of Galilee; and at length He was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven in their sight.
I must not linger over the historic account of these different
appearances of a risen Saviour; but I would entreat my readers to
study it for themselves, and to treasure in their memory a few distinct
and momentous truths, as peculiarly worthy of attention.
First. That although the Resurrection-body of Jesus was the same
as that in which He ascended to heaven, yet its glory was veiled at
will, so that He was mistaken by :Mary for the gardener, and by the
disciples journeying to Emmaus, for a wayfaring stranger (John xx. 15;
Luke xxiv. 18).
Secondly. That its identity with the form of the Crucified waS concealed, and revealed at pleasure (John xx. 16; Luke xxiv. 16, 31).
Thirdly. That it vanished from the sight of those who looked upon
it (Luke xxiv. 31).
Fourthly. That it retained the wounds which had been inflicted
upon it (John xx. 27).
,6
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Fifthly. That it passed through the closed doors of the room
where the eleven were assembled (John xx. 19).
SixtWy. That it was composed of flesh and bones (Luke xxiv. 39).
SeventWy. That with it the Lord ate and drank of that which was
set before Him (Luke xxiv. 42).-From "THE PROTOPLAST."

'!tortesponbmet.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-A Christian brother on one of the battleships writes:
" Thank you very much for your kind letter and parcel of literature,
which will be circulated amongst the men. The books I have found
very interesting and helpful. They contain most instructive and
sound truths which I value very much. It is very good of you, dear
friend, to take such an interest in us on board here, and we all
earnestly pray that you may have your reward. It was really beautiful to see two of our young converts recently return from a visit to
their homes with two Bibles specially purchased for study of the
Word. It has been our privilege to visit our homeS for a few days.
I went for four days, and my dear wife returned with me and we
stayed at Newcastle-an-Tyne for a week. She has gone home again,
but we rejoice in the sweet fellowship we enjoyed together. I
earnestly trust it will be our joy to see you one day in the near future.
May the Lord bless you and yours." A friend at the front writes :
" I should be very glad of some Gospels and more pocket Testaments,
suitable for the khaki jacket pocket. We have large numbers of
men pass through this camp, of nearly all branches of the service,
as they leave the hospitals, so it is a good centre for the distribution.
We have a good but quiet work going on." A lady writing for Testaments says: "There are hundreds of soldiers here in the making,
and we have great opportunities for distributing Gospels and Testaments as well as publications. My sister and I would be so pleased
to use them for free distribution. There was never a time, I believe,
in our country, when the Word of God was more read than it is at
present. The men in the firing line feel the want of a rock to stand
upon which will not fail them in their time of need."
Who will help me to supply these dear friends 1 The need is urgent
to distribute Testaments and literature.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, STIRLING ROAD,
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, March, 1915.
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"THE LORD LIVETH."
LOOK back. my soul, and view thy LoRD
Arising from the dead.
He died according to His word.
He rose as He had said.
His word for ever sure remains.
Though earth and hell oppose,
And JESUS every victory gains,
Triumphant o'er His foeS.
He died. that we might be forgiven,
He rose to justify.
For us He intercedes in heaven,
A Priest continually.
" A little while," and He will come
With His majestic train;
We wait for Him to take us Home,
In shadeless bliss to reign.
Oh, come. Thou glorious PRINCE OF PEACE!
Here at Thy feet we bow;
Our LIFE, our HOPE. when time shall cease,
Our RESURRECTION-Thou!
ALICIA.

lih:olestant i5taron.
THE CHURCH OF THE FIRSTBORN.
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, lILA.•
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
" The gene1'al assembly and Church of the Firstborn, 'ohich are written in
heaven." -HEBREWS xii. 23.
(Concluded from page 188.)
"YE have come to the spirits of just men made perfect." Some
people say that means the disembodied spirits. Nothing of the kind;
you have come to them now, you have joined the spirits of just men
made perfect in Christ. You are united, identiiied with them, you
have a part in them and their blessings. No matter whether you contemplate them as dead or living. you belong to the same glorious
family. The Apostle wants to remind us of this, of all the blessings
we as believers enjoy: among the rest. participation with God's people
in all that they possessed and enjoyed. For example. we have the
perfection that was in Abraham. Isaac. and Jacob, and all God's
people in old time, and we have the perfection that is in God's people
now-the perfection of the Lord Jesus Christ; every believer in Christ

244

The Gospel Magazifle

has come to that. How did each of these" just men" come to that?
Through the Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new Covenant,
through the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that
of Abe!' The Lord Jesus Christ is our Mediator with the Father, He
obtains for us every blessing, He pleads His own finished work, He
shows the Father that that work is completed for us. He would not
now be sitting on the throne if that work was not completed, He never
would have arrived there, He must have remained on earth and finished
His work; but He did finish it, and therefore He arose, ascended, and
is seated on the throne of His glory, to show that His work is finished,
and through that work, all His people are complete or perfect in Him
(Co!. ii. 10).
And then we have come to " the blood of sprinkling" that is continually available to us. Remember that in all our sins, failures, weaknesses, infirmities, and inconsistencies, the blood of sprinkling is still
available to us. We come in the exercise of a living faith to that same
blessed Saviour, and He is able to sprinkle us again and again, and all
our sins are washed away. He showed us that when He so kindly and
graciously washed the feet of the disciples, that He was prepared to
apply that blood for us every day for the removal of all impurities that
we may contract. His blood "speaketh better things than that of
Abe!." That is interpreted in two ways. It speaks better either than
the typical blood of Abel's lamb, or than the blood of Abel, shed by
Cain, which only spoke condemnation to him that shed it. This
sprinkling of blood speaks of God's love, pardon, reconciliation, and
we are continually asked to listen to its language; when we feel our
own sinfulness, weakness, and helplessness, we are invited and encouraged to come and listen to the language that that blood utters. It is
ever the same: "Your sins and your iniquities will I remember no
more" (Heb. viii. 12). Does this encourage sin, or make us careless
about committing it? No. It does not so act on the hearts of God's
children. It makes them ashamed of themselves when they sin against
God; it makes them more anxious, watchful, and prayerful, lest they
should offend Him. It constrains them to abhor that which is evil,
and to cleave to that which is good (Rom. xii. 9). The hearts of God's
people are drawn out by this in love to Him. Be assured of it, my dear
friends, that what God has enabled me to say to you to-night, is calculated to encourage the true followers of Jesus to " run with patience
the race" that is set before them, looking to Him (Heb. xii. 1, 2).
Does it not, when you think of what God has done for His believing
people, for His children, for the objects of His love? He tells them
to take comfort and encouragement, as they pass through their earthly
pilgrimage, in the conviction of His love. He says, .. All this is done
for you, do not be the least afraid, anxious, or troubled; do not concern yourself about your future state"; all that is in the hand of God
-He has accomplished all that was necessary for you in Christ. Leave
then all your present and future interests to Him. He That spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for His people, will surely and truly

The Gospel Magazine

245

give us all things in Him (Rom. viii. 32). How blessed to feel that we
have such a friend as Jesus, such a comfort in every time of sorrow,
such a strength in every hour of weakness, such joy, such peace, so
much life, so much love, that we can make the fullest use of, in all
our seasons of sin, sorrow, pain, and fear. Therefore, we need not
hasten hither or thither for places of prayer, but just go into our closets
and speak to Jesus; tell Him how the world treats us, how our sin
treats us, how Satan treats us, and ask Him to help us. There are continually open to us, and available to us, all those glorious provisions of
Divine love, which are laid up for God's people, in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Feeling then, dear friends, that all that the Apostle says to us is true,
" let us hold fast the profession of our faith, without wavering; (for
He is faithful That promised) " (Heb. x. 23). Do not turn aside after
this carnal representation of God's scheme of redemption or that, or
after anything that would take your hearts off from the finished work
of Christ, and that would mystify you upon the subject of that Divine
work of grace through which God has made full provision for His
people. Follow not after this corrupt doctrine or that, this invention
of man, this" cunning craftiness, whereby men lie in wait to deceive"
(Eph. iv. 14); but may you be led simply to look to Jesus, to fix your
eyes on Him, and believe in Him, and trust Him at all times. May
God enable us all to do so-to believe that God's work is a perfect
work, that it is a finished work, that it is, like Himself, complete, that
there is no flaw in it, no defect in it, that it is impossible there can be,
and that faith is the means by which we appropriate it all.
May God the Holy Ghost apply it to our souls, may He send us on
our way rejoicing. Oh, let us be glad and rejoice in the work done.
Those who belong to Jesus Christ may realize the fact that nothing can
separate them from His love, or from the enjoyment of all those blessings that God has laid up for them in the Lord Jesus. May God have
the glory, dear friends, of His own work; and may we be able to
declare to those around us-not with our lips only, but in our livesthat we do believe and trust in Jesus, and that the life which we now
live in the flesh we live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved us
and gave Himself for us (Gal. ii. 20). All glory be to Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, now and for ever. Amen.
"THE GOD-CHILD."
By THE LATE REV. R. HALE, M.A., VICAR OF HAREWOOD.
" Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy
word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of Thy people [srael."-LuKE n. 29, 30, 31, 32.
THE reader must be aware that these words form part of the Evening
Service of the Church of England, and that they were spoken, as the
context shows, by a man of the name of Simeon, while he held in his
arms the Child J esllS.
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It seems that Simeon was a good man, devout towards God, and
just or righteous in his dealing. with man; like Paul, he endeavoured
to have a conscience void of offence towards God and man (Acts xxiv.
16). Whenever you meet with a character of this sort, you may he
sure it is the effect of Divine grace upon his heart, and that he is under
the teaching and guidance of the Holy Ghost. It seems Simeon knew
not till this time that Christ, the Messiah, had come into the world,
but was waiting for that great event; and it pleased God to reveal
it to him by the Holy Ghost, that he should see Him before he died.
Simeon believed what the prophets had written of Christ, the Messiah:
that He would in due time come into the world to £11 the threefold
office of Prophet, Priest, and King, in His Church,-of Prophet, by
revealing His Father's will to His people,-of Priest, by atoning for
their sins,-and of King, by ruling them with the law of His mouth,
which is better unto them than thousands of gold and silver. He
believed that He would be a Man, and yet God and Man in one Person,
Who should be as a refuge for His people from the storm of God's
wrath, refreshing to them as rivers to a dry and parched land, and as
the shadow of a great rock would be to travellers in the scorching heat
of the sun in the sandy deserts of Arabia; so speaks the Prophet
Isaiah, " A Man shall be as an hiding·place from the wind, and a
covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the
shadow of a great rock in a weary land" (Isaiah xxxii. 2). He believed
what the Prophet had written, that Christ, the Messiah, would be born
of a virgin; that, the human and Divine nature being united in Him,
He would be Immanuel-that is, God with us-or, as Paul puts it,
God manifest in the flesh (1 Timothy iii. 16). So speaks Isaiah vii. H,
" Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His
name Immanuel ". (Matt. i. 23.)
Simeon believed what the Prophet had written about Christ, the
Messiah,-that He would be the Son of God given as the Saviour of
His Church, though born into the world like other children; and because
of the certa'"ty of it, it is described by the Prophet as already come to
pass; that the Father had consigned to Him the government of the
Church, to rule, direct, and save it; and that His Name should be
called. or that He should be (for the Name of the Lord means Himself)
Wonderful,-Wonderful in His birth, being conceived by the Holy
Ghost, and Wonderful in His life, and miracles; Counsellor-for His
people, ever pleading in their behalf His own merits; the Mighty
God, being one with the Father, and as one brought up with Him
(Prav. viii. 30); that He should be to those given Him, as a spiritual
offspring or Seed (Psa. xxii. 30) ; not a natural father whose days come
to an end, but an everlasting One. That He should be the peace·
maker between God and His sinful people, by the shedding of His
blood as an atonement for their sins; and as these people would form
His spiritual Kingdom, over whom He would reign as a Prince, He
would £tly be called "Prince of Peace." Mark how the Prophet
sums this up, and which Simeon received by faith, " Unto us a Child
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is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon
His shoulder: and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace" (Isa.
ix. 6). As Simeon believed what the Prophet had written concerning
Christ, the Messiah, so he longed, looked, and waited for His coming
to His temple. It is said he was waiting for the Consolation of ISrael
(Luke ii. 25). "And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting
for the Conbolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him."
Of the various titles given to Christ, this is a remarkable one-the
Consolation-and it is a sweet promise which Christ made to His Church
by the Prophet Isaiah, that He would be, when He came, a comfort
or consolation to her, and which, accordingly, like Simeon, they looked
for and longed for, " As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I
comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem" (Isa. !xvi. 13).
And it was so, and Simeon had experience of it, when he held Him in
his arms in the temple; then when Christ is here spoken of as The
Consolation of I sTael, the meaning is not that He would he so, or was
so, to the people of Israel at large; for by much the greater part
rejected Him, and called Him a deceiver, crucified Him, and for thib
their wickedness, "wrath has come upon them to the uttermost"
(1 Thess. n. 16).
Paul says, all were not Israel,· that were of Israel (Rom. ix. 6).
The people given to Christ in Covenant by the Father to be saved by
Him, were, for some 1500 years, with few exceptions, born of Israel,
which as a nation was favoured above all others; but there was a
distinct people among them-a people within a people-they were the
Lord's spiritual Israel; and looked for Christ as their Consolation, and
found Him sO,-aS His spiritual Israel among the Gentiles have found
Him to this day. These ofttimes stand in need of comfort and consolation, when mourning over their sins, the temptations of Satan, and
when God withdraws from them the light of His countenance; and
it is the will of God that they should have comfort under these mournings by the Gospel preached to them, and He has given a commission
to His ministers, saying, " Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith
your God" (Isa. xl. 1). Christ made it known by the same Prophet,
that He would be sent to bind up the brokenhearted, and to comfort
all that mourn in His Church here, called Zion; nay, He adds, that
it was appointed to give unto them that mourn in Zion, beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit
of heaviness (Isa. lxi. 1-3); the beautiful robe of His righteousness,
for sackcloth and ashes; the oil of joy (used at feasts in the hot countries), refreshing to the countenance, instead of sorrowful looks; and
garments of praise (used at times of rejoicing), instead of heaviness of
spirit.
Simeon waS waiting for Christ, the Messiah, the Consolation of
Israel! To a believer it is a ground of consolation, that Christ is the
Mighty God, One with the Father, and therefore, as the Apostle says,
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" able to Save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
A Unitarian, who speaks of Christ as a mere man, can know nothing
of this.
To believers it is a ground of consolation that, through the blood of
Christ shed for the remission of His people's sins, theirs are pardoned,
and that God having condemned sin in the flesh of His Son, will not
condemn it in His people (Rom. viii. 3). A Puseyite, who says pardon
comes by baptism, can know nothing of this.
It is a ground of consolation to a believer, that though in himself he
is unrighteous, and (as Paul puts it) " the good that he would, he does
not: and the evil that he would not, that he does" (Rom. vii. 19) ;
yet that he is righteous in God's sight, by the righteousness of Christ
imputed (Rom. iv. 6)-righteous as Christ-" complete in Him"
(Col. ii. 10); blessed is the man (says David) unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works (Rom. iv. 6).
It is a ground of consolation to the believer, that Christ is the one
only and all-prevailing Advocate and Mediator between God and His
sinful people (1 Tim. ii. 5), by Whom they have access unto the Father
(Eph. ii. 18), and that He ever liveth to make intercession for His
people (Heb. vii. 25). A Papist-who goes upon his knees to the
Virgin Mary, and departed saints (as they call them), thus making
them gods-can know nothing of this.
Christ made a Sweet promise to His disciples before He left this
world, and all such, to this day, have found, more or less, the promise
fulfilled. "I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you"
(John xiv. 18). They have comfort and consolation in a way which
the men of the world have not, for they know Him not. He comforts
them by His Spirit, Who shows them the blessings of grace procured
by Him. "He shall take [or, receive] of Mine, and shall shew it unto
you" (John xvi. 14).
They have comfort in His Word, which, as Paul says, comes to them
not" in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and
in much aSsurance" (1 Thess. i. 5); a comfort in the ordinances of
His Church, and in the precious promises of the Gospel, often brought
home to their hearts by an unction from the Holy One. Yea, and
there are SeasonS when He, as it were, withdraws the veil that obscures
Him from their spiritual sight, and manifests Himself unto them
otherwise than He does to the world; this puzzled Judas. "Lord
(said he), how is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us, and not
unto the world 1 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love
Me, he will keep My words: and My Father will love him, and We will
come unto him, and make Our abode with him" (John xiv. 22, 23).
Job Saw Christ by faith: "I have heard of Thee by the hearing of
the ear: but now mine eye seeth Thee" (Job xlii. 5). Our Lord said
of Abraham, " Abraham rejoiced to See My day: and he saw it, and
was glad" (John viii. 56). Abraham saw Christ by faith, for he never
Saw Him by sight; and in this way Simeon had Seen Him, and he
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longed to Bee Him with hiB bodily eyes; and it pleased God to reveal
it to him by the Holy Ghost that he should do so: "And it was
revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death,
before he had Been the Lord's Christ" (Luke ii. 26); and no doubt it
was sweet news to Simeon.
But it seems that the Holy Ghost was the messenger of yet greater
news, for he led Simeon into the temple in Jerusalem at the very time
when Christ, as the first born of Mary, was to be offered to the Lord
according to the law (Numbers iii. 13).
When Jesus was born, it pleased God to make known the event to
certain shepherds, by means of an angel. But it was not by an angel
that Simeon was led into the temple, but by the Holy Ghost, and when
there, Mary His mother, and J oseph his reputed father, brought Him
into the temple, and Simeon, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost,
without ceremony, took Him in his arms. It was prophesied of Christ
by Malachi (Mal. iii. 1), that He should come suddenly into His temple,
and no doubt Simeon, bearing this prophecy in his mind, kept a sharp
look out for Him, when led by the Spirit into the temple.
When the Lord sent the prophet Samuel to anoint a ruddy shepherd's
boy, the youngest of the eight sons of Jesse the Bethlehemite, to be
king of Israel, the Lord spake to him; and when David came in nom
the sheepfold, he said, " Arise, anoint him: for this is he " (1 Sam.
xvi. 12),
Perhaps in like manner the Lord, the Spirit, spake to Simeon, as the
parents brought the child in at the porch door, and said, " This is He,"
and Simeon accordingly, without any ceremony, or without asking
any permission of the mother, caught the Child out of her arms into
his own; and then, out of the fulness of his heart, blessed God for the
sight which He had promised him before he died; and poured forth
these words, " Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace,
according to Thy word: for Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which
Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the
Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel" (Luke ii. 29-32). Paul
tells the Philippians, that to depart and be with Christ, was far better
than to remain here (Phil. i. 23). To Timothy he says, "I am no\y
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand" (2 Tim.
iv. 6).
It would seem that Simeon, through grace, possessed much the
same happy name of mind as Paul. He was ready to depart. He
had seen, and actually held in his arms what he had so longed to
behold-" Christ, the Messiah "-" Immanuel, God with us "" God manifest in the flesh," and said, " Lord, now lettest Thou Thy
servant depart in peace."
Simeon here speaks of Christ as God's salvation, and God had
promised by Isaiah, that He should be so, not only to His people in
Israel, but to His people ainong the Gentiles: the text is remarkable,
" And He said, It is a light thing that Thou shouldest be My Servant
to raise up the tribes of J acob, and to restore the preserved of Israel:
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I will also give Thee for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest be
My salvation unto the end of the earth" (Isa. xlix. 6).
Christ was given that He might be the Author of that salvation,
which God had appointed His people to, and provided for them in
Covenant; and as the whole of that salvation, from first to last, is
of God, and not of them, Simeon calls it His. "Mine eyes have seen
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people."
He then held in his arms, and beheld with his bodily eyes, what he
had long seen with the eye of faith,-the God-Child-in Whom alone
thcre is salvation, which was prepared in the Covenant of grace for
His people before the world began, and which He was now sent in
human nature to work out.
It would seem that as the elect people of God, with few exceptions,
had been born of Jewish parents for some fifteen hundred years, and
knowledge of salvation by Christ had been given to them only, and
prophets sent to preach the Gospel to them only; and, as, after the
coming of Christ, it was the will of God that they should be born of
Gentiles, the prepared salvation was to be made known to all peoplethat is, to Gentiles as well as Jews. The Gospel was to be a light to
the Gentiles as well as to the J ews,-that is, the means of turning
the elect among the Gentiles from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God; and Paul was sent for that end. "To
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from
the po""er of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of
sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is
in Me" (Acts xxvi. 18).
Simeon had knowledge of this, it was revealed to him, that though
the God-Child would be born a Jew, and thus would be the glory of
Israel, yet, that He would be a light to lightll11 the Gentiles. There
can hardly be imagined a more affecting sight, than to have seen
this venerable, just, devout man, holding in his arms the Infant Jesus,
and with uplifted eyes addressing God the Father, saying, "Lord,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word:
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation" (verses 29, 30).
One word more on what passed in the temple, when Simeon had
spoken these words, and when he restored the Child to His mother's
arms, while J oseph stood by. "And J oseph and His mother marvelled
at those things which were spoken of Him. And Simeon blessed them,
and said unto Mary His mother, Behold, this Child is set for the fall
and rising again of many" in Israel; and for a sign which shall be
spoken against" (verses 33, 34). After blessing them both, he said
to Mary-for J oseph was only called father, and was in no way related
to the Child Jesus, so did not share with Mary the honour Simeon put
upon her-he said to Mary, "Behold, This (the word child not being
in the Greek text), This "-as if at a loss what title at that moment he
should give to the Infant \¥hich he held in his arms-" Behold,
This "-this incomprehensible Being,-this God-Child,-One with the
Father,-God manifest in the flesh,-" This is set for the fall and
rising again of many in Israel."
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Simeon was here only confirming the words which God had spoken
by the Prophet Isaiah, some eight hundred years before that. "He
shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling, and for a rock
of offence" (Isa. viii. 14). In few words, I take the meaning to be,
that it was the will of God, that Christ should be as a stone to be
stumbled over, to the great mass of the Jews; He was set or
appointed for that end. And it was so, for they stumbled at His birth,
parentage, and education,-ridiculed Him as the carpenter's son,called Him a deceiver,-and at length crucified Him-and thus brought
on themselves wrath to the uttermost (1 Thess. ii. 16); for they are
no longer God's favomed people, but miserable outcasts, according
to God's word, " And I will deliver them to be removed into all the
kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, to be a reproach and a proverb,
a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I shall drive them" (Jer.
xxiv. 9).
But to God's elect people among the Jews, whom Paul describeS as
" the remnant according to the election of grace" (Rom. xi. 5), He
was set or appointed for the rising again of them, and they were many
in Israel; for all the elect there,-yea, and for all the elect wherever
they may be, whether of Jew or Gentile,-He has raised, and will raise
them from the low estate in the which they are placed by their fall in
Adam-a state of bondage to Sin, and Satan, and the law; and this
I take to be the meaning of that text in the First Book of Samuel,
ii. 8, " He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar
from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them
inherit the throne of glory." The Gospel is Christ's voice, and when
faithfully preached by ministers called and Sent by Him as His underShepherds, the sheep given Him of the Father are, in due time, gathered
into His fold. "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold:
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and there shall
be one fold, and one Shepherd" (John x. 16). There is no if in the
matter; "They shall hear My voice."
By the Gospel, His people are qnickened, raised up to a new, spiritual,
Divine life; while others, by the same instrument, are left more dead
in sin than it finds them-twice dead (Jude 12). "To the one," as
Paul says, it is " the savour of life unto life; and to the other the savour
of death unto death" (2 Cor. ii. 16). The doctrine here taught by the
Apostle Paul is set forth prominently in the celebrated Articles compiled at Lambeth in 1595, and sanctioned by the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York; who, it would seem, were not satisfied with
the Seventeenth Article of the Church of England compiled in 1562,
as not going far enough; namely," That God has constantly decreed
by His counsel, secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation
those whom He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring
them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour."
These high dignitaries of our Church, not satisfied with this Articlestumbling-block as it is to many of our ministers at the present daysaw fit, assisted by the Bishops of London and Bangor, and many
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other learned and good men, to compile Nine other Articles, of which
the three following are the most remarkable :1. God, from eternity, hath predestinated certain men unto life:
certain men He hath reprobated unto death.
2. There is predetermined a certain number of the predestinate,
which can neither be augmented nor diminished.
3. Those who are not predestinated to salvation, shall necessarily
be condemned for their sins.
Yea, it will be found at last that what Simeon spoke of Christ is
true,-that He has been, and will be, while the world lasts, " for the
fall of some as well as for the rising again of others."
It is a ground of consolation to me in my public mini_try, amidst
the discordant doctrines which now so distract the Established Church,
that God has promised a blessing to His people by the Word faithfully
preached, in spite of the opposition made to it by men and devils, as
surely as the rain He sends is a blessing to the earth. "For as the
rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall
My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall not return
unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it " (Isa. Iv. 10, 11).
The Gospel, which is the Word of God, like the rain, comes from
heaven, and, like the rain, falls here and there. It has fallen in this
highly favoured land, while a great portion of the globe remains as
" a barren land where no water is "; or like the mountains of Gilboa,
where there was no dew, and no rain (2 Sam. i. 21). In the hands of
the Spirit it is the means of softening the hard hearts of men, and of
reviving disconsolate and weary souls. It is the means of the first
buddings of grace in the Lord's people, and of all their aEter fruitfulness
in good works. It is productive of seed to Christ, the sower, and of
fruit to His ministers who labour under Him; and of bread to the
eater, the believer, to whom it is the bread of life, which he feeds upon
by faith.
Yea, as the rain does that for which God sends it down upon the
earth, so shall His Word do that for which He sends it forth: it shall
not return to Him void, but shall be " the power of God unto salvation
to everyone that believeth" (Romans i. 16); it shall accomplish
that which He pleases; it shall not be left to the preacher, whether
slow of speech like Moses (Exod. iv. 10); or consoling like Barnabas;
or powerful like Boanerges; or eloquent like Apollos; or firm as a
stone like Cephas; or in speech contemptible like Paul (2 Cor. x. 10) ;
neither shall it be left to the free-will of the hearer; but it shall do
that for which God sends it; it shall be for the conversion of sinners,
and for the comfort of saints; it shall prosper in the thing whereto
God sends it; it shall not be a mere dead letter, which mayor may
not produce effects; it shall prosper, whether it be "the savour of
death unto death, or the Savour of life unto life" (2 Cor. n. 16); it
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shall prosper; it shall quicken some, even as many as are" ordained
to eternal life" (Acts xiii. 48); and it shall harden others, and leave
them without excuse to perish in their sins.
AGED

PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE new number of the Quarterly Record is now ready and will be sent,
post free, upon application. It contains a portrait and sketch of the
late Sir J. W. Alexander, Bart., the donor of the Gerrards Cross Home;
there are also other illustrations and a variety of articles bearing upon
the work of the Society. In seeking for new annual support, this
publication will be found very useful.
On Friday evening, April 23rd, the Annual City Sermon will (n.v.)
be preached in St. Bride's Church, Fleet Street, by kind permission of
the Vicar, the Rev. W. C. Heaton, M.A. The service will commence
at 7 o'clock, and the Rev. J. M. Sangar, RA., Rector of Elworthy,
Somerset, is expected to plead for the Institution. Mr. Sangar's
services last year were much appreciated, and the Committee hope
that a yet larger congregation will assemble on this occasion. Will our
friends kindly make a note of it ?
Collections after sermons continue to increase in number, and are
not only a valuable financial help, but an unfailing means of securing
the interest and evoking the prayers of the Lord's people who have
been but imperfectly acquainted with the work. The Secretary has
visited many places during the month, with satisfactory results.
Higher prices for coals and provisions unfavourably affect our
pensioners, who therefore increasingly value the punctual, personal,
and permanent payment of their pensions. The stress caused by the
war is felt by our Institution, but the Committee are looking to the
Lord, Who has never failed to stretch forth His hand to bless during
the 108 years of the Society's history.
For the assistance of the poor and aged of " the household of faith ..
this Society exists, and whilst God's people gladly" do good unto all
men," there is a special and tender motive which prompts them to
minister to the needs of those who are one with them in Christ,
" partakers of the heavenly calling." Christian old age and that in
poverty-how pathetic is the plea! When the enfeebled body is fast
failing, when the outer casement is crumbling to decay, how beautiful
it is to see the clear strong faith of believers; often when memory is
hazy and clouded for every other theme, there is one name which
cleaves imperishably to its tablets-the name of Jesus. The vigour of
middle life is past; the sun is fast westering; the pilgrinrs have
long ago reached the top of the hill, and are now descending the shady
side into the valley, and whilst the ministration of their fellow-believers
is so needful, and is so meekly yet powerfully asked for, their prayer
is to Him they love: "Abide with us, for it is toward evening and
the day is far spent."
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A letter from a pensioner, recently deceased, will prove interesting:
" I am at 73 years of age fairly well in health, and have not had to
remain at home one Lord's Day during the winter. I remember
going to the same place of worship over seventy years and living in the
same house from two years of age. Although I have seen much of the
world, since my dear husband died I have still been enabled to keep
my home. I often wonder what I should have done without the
Society's help."

J ulHng
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
ON Tuesday, March 15th, the Secretary of the Admiralty announced
the sinking of the German Cruiser Dresden on the preceding day.
She escaped from the battle of the Falkland Islands, but on Sunday,
March 14th, was caught near Juan Fernandez Island by the Glasgow,
the Kent, and the Orama. An action ensued, but after five minutes'
fighting she displayed the white flag. She was" much damaged and
set on fire, and after she had been burning for Some time, her maga·
zine exploded and Bhe sank." The crew were saved. There were no
British casualties and no damage to the ships.
The reply of Great Britain to the German" blockade" was issued
on March 15th in the form of an Order in Council prohibiting all trade
to or from Germany, either in neutral or in enemy ships. The Order
expressly states that these measures will be enforced " without risk
to neutral ships, or to neutral or non-combatant life, and in strict
observance of the dictates of humanity."
In the course of a speech in the House of Lords on March 15th,
Lord Kitchener uttered the following grave warning: "I can not
too earnestly point out that, unless the whole nation works with us
and for us, not only in supplying the manhood of the country to Serve
in our ranks, but also in supplying the necessary arms, ammunition,
and equipment, Successful operations in the various parts of the world
in which we are engaged will be very seriously hampered and delayed.
I have heard rumourS that the workmen in some factorieS have an
idea that the war is going so well that there is no necessity for them
to work their hardest. I can only say that the supply of war material at
the present moment and for the next two or three months is causing
me very serious anxiety, and I wish all those engaged in the manufacture and supply of these stores to realize not only that it is absolutely
essential that the arrears in the· deliveries of our munitions of war
should be wiped off, but that the output of every round of ammunition is of the utmost importance, and has a large influence on our
operations in the field."
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The British average war expenditure so far has been £1,200,000 a
day. It is steadily growing, and it is estimated that by April 1st it
will reach about £2,000,000 a day. The expenditure of the Allies by
the end of December is expected to be not far short of £2,000,000,000.
"Great Britain will have spent considerably more than either of her
Allies, probably exceeding that of the next highest spender by
£100,000,000 to £150,000,000."
The proposals of the two Houses of Convocation to revise the
Prayer Book in a Romeward direction have called forth strong protests from the Bishop of Manchester, Dean Wace, and others. The
Bishop of Manchester, speaking at the Annual Meeting of the Liverpool
Auxiliary of the Church Pastoral Aid Society, said that time and
circumstances had justified the claim of the Evangelicals to be the
true representatives of the Church of England. This he held to be
proved by the proposed revision of the Prayer Book, which was not
desired by the Evangelicals, but only by those who desired a return
to the practices of 1549. What, his Lordship asked, were they going
to do in Liverpool 1 Were they going to see the Church of England
committed to the Prayer Book of 1549 and then dragged a little farther
in the direction of Rome 1 Their first impulse would be to say that
they would never leave the Church; but would they be dragged along
by false doctrine 1 If not, he suggested that the friends of the Church
Pastoral Aid Society should draw together to consider what they
could do to influence the mind and teaching of the Church, and especially to assist the Ordination Candidates' Fund. "We would gladly,"
his Lordship continued, "have had a truce about these differences
just now, but the work is going on day after day, and perhaps in a
very short time a short Act of Parliament will be passed which will
side·track completely our beloved Prayer Book, won for us by the
blood of martyrs."
In a leader on." Revisionist Aims and Methods," The English
Churchman says of the proposed revision: "More especially is it
foolish to imagine or pretend that any doctrine or practice can be
legalized within the Church without compromising all its members.
As long as a man is an adherent of a community he can not disown
responsibility for what its rules allow as well as enjoin. If, for instance, the Mass and its accessories were made lawful within the
Establishment, then no professing member could be clear of its guilt.
Relief for conscience can not be found in two separate Books unless
they mean distinct Churches also. Disruptiou is the only logical outcome of the resolution that the two Houses of Canterbury passed so
lightly. On this point we hope that Evangelicals will make no mistake. Now is the time for decision and action. The plan which haS
been disclosed must be met now with clear and determined resistance.
The fight will not be easy, but if it be carried on with vigour and
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resolution it will, by God's blessing, issue in a victory for righteous·
ness and truth."
We deeply regret to have to record the death, which took place on
Saturday, March 6th, of the Rev. Robert Bruce, D.D., Rector of
Littledean, Gloucester, since 1903, and Honorary Canon of Durham
Cathedral. Dr. Bruce will always be remembered as the translator of
the Persian Bible and the founder of the Persia Mission. Nineteen
years of his eventful life were occupied in the great work of translating
the Bible into Persian. He was a C.M.S. missionary for 35 years, the
first ten of which were spent in the Punjab and the remainder in
Persia.
In an article contributed to The Standard, on "Christianity and
War," Prebendary Webb·Peploe emphasizes the need for national
humiliation. After deploring the widespread indifference to the
claims of religion, the disregard of the Lord's Day, the prevalence of
higher criticism and rationalistic teaching, and the lack of real
spiritual revival, he continues: "Notwithstanding that Zeppelins
and areoplanes are making attacks on England and the possible
danger of invasion has been brought so near, the England at home is,
I fear, far too complacent. The view of affairS is not sufficiently
serious. The nation is hoodwinked by the conception that we are
definitely triumphing over our enemies, and that the issue is Sure to
be victory for us, and that that victory will speedily be gained without
any serious effect on our land. I hope it may prove to be so; but I
think we ought as a people to take a far more serious view of affairs.
We have not yet as a nation seriously called God to our aid. We are
still living feverishly, and excitedly, for money and pleasure. We do
not seem to apprehend the power we Should have as a country wholly
consecrated to God. Our light as given by God to-day is infinitely
greater than any of former days, and the responsibility should be
equivalent to the opportunity and the call. If this were once brought
home to the people, not only from the pulpit, but also in the Press,
we could look for better things, and we might expect in answer to
united prayer a speedy deliverance from the present national distress.
Until the nation is humbled before God we can not expect either
victory or blessing."
WHENSOEVER we are afraid of any evil, we are still to put our trust
in God. What is it to put our trust in God 1 First, to comfort ourselves in God. Secondly, to expect deliverance from Him. What is
there in God we ought to put our trust in 1 In His promises, and in
His properties: His power, wisdom, justice, mercy, all·sufficiency.
Why should we in all our fears put our trust in God 1 Because there
is none else can secure us from our fears. Whereas there are no fears
but God can secure us from them, either by removing the thing feared,
or by subduing the fear of the thing.-Bishop Beveridge.

