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PERFECT AND ENTIRE.
" Neither shall ye break a bone thereof".. "For these things were
done, that the Scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall
not be broken."-ExoDUS xii. 46; JOHN xix. 36.

As the Passover of Exodus was a type of the fact enforced by
tbe Evangelist JOHN that a bone of JESUS, the true LAMB OF
GOD, should not be broken, so the literal body of our adorable
REDEEMER was a further type of the eternal Temple of
JEHOVAH-the Mystical Body of CHRIST. As EVE was bone of
ADAM'S bone, so the people of GOD'S eternal choice, taken together
as the Bride of CHRIST, are bone of CHRIST'S bone. "For we are
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. v. 30).
The idea of the framework of bones as existing in marvellous
oneness and harmony in the body, beautifully illustrates the unity
of the countless members of the spiritual Body of CHRIST. The
jealous care, too, with which J EHOV AH watched over the bones of
the paschal lamb, and over the literal bones of the body of the
blessed JESUS on the cross, teaches how safely kept are the believing people of GOD in CHRIST.
.
There is much spiritual instruction in the fact that in the body
are bones of various sizes, of endless uses, jointed with Divine
exactness, and all working harmoniously under the guidance of
the head-{)ne head. Oh! with what a depth of truth may every
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believer in the LORD JESUS CHRIST adopt the words which the men
of ISRAEL used with reference to their anointed King, DA VID :
"Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh" (2 Sam. v. 1). And our
adorable SAVIOUR Himself marvelled at the wondrous perfection
of His Body, the Church, as we see by the words of the 139th
Psalm-a Psalm which primarily belongs to JESUS: "I will praise
Thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are
Thy works; and that My soul knoweth right well. My substanc~
was not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see My
substance, yet being unperfect; and in Thy book all My membe'rs
were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet
there was none of them."
Viewed in themselves these bones of CHRIST'S Body Mystical
were dry and dead. " The hand of the LORD was upon me, and
carried me out in the SPIRIT of the LORD, and set me down in the
midst of the valley which was full of bones, and caused me to
pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many
in the open valley; and, 10, they were very dry. And He said
unto me, Son of man, can these bones live ~ And I answered,
o LORD GOD, Thou Imowest" (Ezek. xxxvii. 1-3). They were
also scattered. "Our bones are scattered at the grave's mouth,
as when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth" (Psalm
cxli. 7). Such were GOD'S "hidden ones," His chosen ones, by
nature. Viewed under the judgment of GOD'S holy law these
bones were also out ot joint. "I am poured out like water, and
all My bones are out of joint" (Psalm xxii, 14), It is the" SPIRIT
of life "-the " SPIRIT of power "-Who alone can and does rejoin
the sundered bones of CHRIST'S Mystical Body. You will observe,
dear fellow-believers, the difference between lFroken bones and
disjointed bones. "Thus saith the LORD GOD unto these bones;
Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live:
and I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live ;
and ye shall know that I am the LORD. So I prophesied as I was
commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold
a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone" (Ezek.
xxxvii. 5-7).
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" 'Tis through the purchase of His death
Who hung upon the tree,
The SPIRIT is sent down to breathe
On such dry bones as we."

There are no broken bones in CHRIST'S Body, for JEHOVAH keeps
them-" He keepeth all His bones; not one of them is broken"
(Psalm xxxiv. 20). Yes, the GOD of order and of grace keeps each
bone--each believer, the smallest-in his place, keeps him from
all hurt, keeps him in health, keeps him in exercise.
Further, the bones, the members of CHRIST'S blessed Body,
are one and all enabled, in their measure, to magnify the saving
grace and power of their REDEEMER-HEAD. "All My bones shall
say, LORD, who is like unto Thee, Which deliverest the poor from
him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from
him that spoileth him'~" (Psalm xxxv. 10.) Who, then, shall
separate the least bone of CHRIST'S all-perfect Body, the Church ~
Who shall dislocate, or remove from his set place in that glorious
Body, one of these Divinely kept bones ~ Who can break that
which the ALMIGHTY and COVENANT PROTECTOR of the believing
ones has declared shall not be broken ~ No! "a bone of Him
shall not be broken." We are persuaded that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to fracture or injure the smallest of those bones which
infinite wisdom and grace has fitly i oined together and compacted
in eternal unity and harmony in Him Whose fulness is the beloved
people of the living GOD.
" How safe are all the chosen race,
Preserved in CHRIST their Head,
Before He calls them by His grace,
And after calling led.
"Preserved when earth and hell oppose,
Preserved in life and death,
Preserved when wrath destroys their foes,
And victory crowns their faith.
"Preserved midst Satan's fiery darts,
Through all the wilderness:
Preserved from vile depraved hearts,
For everlasting bliss."
CLIFTON, BRISTOL.

THE EDITOR.

196

The Gospel M agazint

MY PEOPLE.

" My people shall never be ashamed." -JOEL ii. 27.
THIS precious promise occurs both in the 26th and the 27th verses
of this chapter. Its repetition indicates the absolute certainty of
its fulfilment. God pledges His word that His people shall never
be ashamed. They shall never be disgraced. They shall never be
put to confusion. The people refened to are primarily the people
of Israel, as we learn in the next chapter. "I will also gather all
nations, and will bring them down into the valley of J ehoshaphat,
and will plead with them there for My people and tor My heritage
Irsael" (Joel iii. 2). Of them God says: "Israel shall be saved
in the Lord with an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed
nor confounded world without end" (Isaiah xlv. 17). But in the
New Testament the expression "My people" is used of all believers. "Ye [believers at Corinth] are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
" Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy" (1 Peter ii. 10). Thus all the "elect according to the
foreknowledge of God," to whom Peter addressed these words, are
the people of God. Such are sanctified by the Spirit, "sprinkled
by the blood of Jesus Christ," begotten to an incorruptible inheritance, "kept by the power of God," "redeemed . . . with the
precious blood of Christ," "born again . . . by the word of God,"
" a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people." If, then, through the infinite grace and compassion of
our God, these descriptions of God's people appertain to us, we need
not hesitate to appropriate to ourselves the blessed assurance of
the promise which stands at the head of this article. In the two
verses where this promise occurs, four marks of God's people occur :
1. They are a people with whom God has dealt wondrously.
2. They are a people who shall praise His Name.
3. They are a people who shall know Him.
4. They are a people who shall never be ashamed.

The Gospel Magazine

197

In dependence on the teaching of the Spirit of God, let us humbly
meditate on these four topics.
First, they are a people with whom God has dealt wondrously.
We read this in the 26th verse: "Ye shall eat in plenty, and
be satisfied, and praise the Name of the Lord your 'God, That hath
dealt wondrously with you." Is not this abundantly true of the
Lord's people ~
1. He has dealt with them in wondrous forbearance.
We once heard a preacher say, "'Wonders will never cease
" 'Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more.' "

The calling out of each prospective member of the redeemed Church
of God is a manifestation of wondrous grace. But what wondrous
forbearance God has displayed towards His uncalled people! They
were at one time enemies to God by wicked works. They were
walking wholly contrary to the mind and will of God. They were
under the power of Satan and were continually "fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind." They were living without
God, in utter disregard of His will, His Word and His day. They
were stiffnecked, rebellious, cold, indifferent, dead in trespasses and
sins. Yet" the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering" were wondrously displayed towards them, and instead
of dealing with them according to their deserts, His mercy was so
displayed towards them that they are constrained to say, "He
hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according
to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so
great is His mercy toward them that fear Him. As far as the east
is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from
us" (Psalm ciii. 10-12).
"God's mercy is for ever sure,
Eternal is His Name;
As long as life and speech endure,
:\1y tongue, this truth proclaim.
"I basely sinned against His love
And yet my God was good;
His favour nothing coul,I remove,
For I was bought with blood." (Hart.)
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2. He has dealt with them in wondrous grace.
In their lost, ruined, and rebellious condition He beheld them
with the eyes of His grace. They were utterly unworthy of His
favour. The wages which they had earned was death, but the
blessing which He arranged to bestow upon them was eternal life.
To this end He commended His love toward them, in that while
they were yet sinners Christ, His dear Son, died for them. It was
grace-the free, unmerited, rich and sovereign grace of Godwhich arranged for their redemption by the atoning blood of Christ.
It is the grace of God which bringeth salvation.
" Grace first contrived a way
To save rebellious man,
And all the steps that grace display
Which drew the wondrous plan! "
3. He has dealt with them in wondrous power.
Though He had sent His dear Son to redeem them, they were by
nature utterly indifferent to this great manifestation of His redeeming love. Christ and His salvation had no attraction for them.
They were content to live in the service of Satan, seeking happiness
in the things of the world. Alienated from the life of God, they
had no desire after heavenly blessings.
But" the exceeding greatness of His power" was brought to bear
upon them. By~' the working of His mighty power," " God, Who
is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved them, even
when they were dead in sins, hath quickened them together with
Christ, and hath raised them up together, and made them sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Thus in wondrous
power He created them anew in Christ. Regenerated and quickened by the Spirit of God, they realized their guilt and fled for
refuge to Christ for pardon and peace. Thus they owe their salvation wholly to the grace and quickeuing power of God. If they
had had to provide their own faith and repentance they would have
been lost for ever. Redemption, regeneration, faith, and repentance are all blessings which come from God, and the bestowal
of these blessings is wondrous evidence of Divine grace.
" To God the Spirit's Name
Immortal worship give,
Whose new-creating power
Makes the dead sinner live;
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His work completes the great design
And fills the soul with joy Divine."
4. He has dealt with them in wondrous prO'Vidences.
Ever since He brought them into His family they have been the
objects of His superintending care. He has cared for their spiritual
well-being, and kept them by His power, and He is daily caring
for their temporal well-being. As He fed His people in the wilderness for forty years with bread from heaven, and guided them in
all their wanderings, so He feeds, clothes, guides and cares for all
the members of His redeemed family now. What testimonies they
can give of His interpositions on their behalf! At times they have,
in many cases, been brought low. An empty purse and a bare
cupboard and a poor wardrobe have sometimes been their experience. But in the nick of time He has wrought on their behalf.
He has set things in motion, it may be, months before, and in unexpected ways and from unexpected quarters He has supplied
their needs according to His riches in glory. If He feeds the birds
and clothes the lilies, He will much more feed and clothe His people.
Their heavenly Father knoweth what things they have need of.
Hence He says to them, "Ye shall eat in plenty and be satisfied"
(Joel ii. 26). How remarkably did He supply the needs of the
late GeorgeMiiller's large family of orphans in answer to the prayers
of that man of faith! And Miiller's Orphanages are still kept
going in answer to the believing prayers of those who have charge
of them. The Lord's people need to trust the Lord more. There
is too much going down to Egypt for help, and too little
]'eliance on God to supply the needs of His people. In wondrous,
marvellous ways God deals with His believing people in His
providences. "He That spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give
us all things? " (Rom. viii. 32.)
" He That has made my heaven secure,
Will here all good provide;
While Christ is rich, can I be poor 1
What can I want beside?
" 0 Lord! I cast my care on Thee,
I triumph and adore:
Henceforth my great conceru shall be
To love and please Thee more!" (Ryland).
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Secondly, they are a people who praise the Lord.
They have abundant reason to do so. They have such a deep
sense of His wondrous forbearance, grace, power, and care, that
they can not help but "praise the Name of the Lord." In the
language of the prophet they say, " 0 Lord, Thou art my God; I
will exalt Thee, I will praise Thy Name; for Thou hast done wonderful things; Thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth"
(Isaiah xxv. 1). Dear Christian reader, count up your mercies.
Think of what the Lord hath done for thee. Think of the many
blessings wherewith thou art surrounded, and you will feel that it
is good, pleasant and comely to sing praises unto our God. When
we think of the hardships of our men in the trenches, what reason
we have to praise God for fire and food, for warm garments and
for all the many comforts of home! "0 give thanks unto the
Lord; for He is good: for His mercy endureth for ever" (Psalm
cxxxvi. 1).
Thirdly, they are a people who know the Lord.
They know Him as their Covenant God. This truth is realized
with increasing force as they call to mind all that. He has done for
them. As they remember His redeeming mercy, His regenerating
power, His saving grace and His pardoning and adopting love, they
feel that He must indeed be the Lord their God. Speaking of
Israel, God says, "When I have brought them again horn the people,
and gathered them out of their enemies' lands, and am sanctified
in them in the sight of many nations; then shall they know that
I am the Lord their God" (Ezek. xxxix. 27, 28).
" This is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent" (John xvii. 3).
. The Lord's people know Him also as their ever-present and
indwelling God. "Ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel,
and that I am the Lord your God, and none else: and My people
shall never be ashamed" (Joel ii. 27). Yes, He is in the midst of
His people. He is ever present with them. He dwells in them and
walks in them. They may always count upon His presence. He
is with them to strengthen, to support, to teach, to guide, to comfort and to bless, and He hath said, "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee." He is with them in the dark as well as in the light.
He is with them in adversity as well as in prosperity. 'Whatever
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be the circumstances of His people He is "the Lord That dwelleth in
Zion" (Joel iii. 21 margin).
Lastly, they are a people who shall never be ashamed.
They will never be put to shame by their great enemy, the devil.
He is their adversary and their accuser. He seeks to devour them,
but He can never do them any permanent damage. Of each
believer it is written, "That wicked one toucheth him not"
(1 John v. 18).
They will never be put to shame by their sins. They may be
guilty of sin and temporarily ashamed because of their failings, but
permanent shame can never be their portion, for the words of the
Covenant are eternally trne-" Their sins and iniquities will I
remember no more."
They will never be put to shame in their trials. Their faith may
be severely tested, but they may always walk erect, for He will
ever stand by them. "They shall not be ashamed in the evil
time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied" (Psalm
x.'Lxvii. 19). Their Lord" is not ashamed to call them brethren,"
and the Scripture saith, "Whosoever believeth on Him shall not
be ashamed." Their Covenant God " is not ashamed to be called
their God: for He hath prepared for them a city" (Rom. x. 11 ;
Heb. xi. 16). Though they suffer for Christ's sake, they can say,
"Nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know Whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I
have committed unto Him against that day" (2 Tim. i. 12). They
will not be put to shame when their Lord comes back to bring His
redeemed people to heavenly glory. So far from that being the
case, they will say when they behold His face, "La, this is our God;
we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the Lord;
we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isaiah xxv. 9). "Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and
rejoice in the Lord your God," for you are a people who" shall
never be ashamed."
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

GOD Who feeds the ravens, will not starve His doves.-Gharnoc1,;.
HE can never truly relish the sweetness of God's mercy, who never
tasted the bitterness of his own misery.-Dr. Goodwin
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'UlIgtllll 'UapetfJ.
WELLSPRINGS.
" No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper.. arul every tongue
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt corulemn. This is
the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of
Me, saith the Lord."-IsAIAH liv. 17.

h' was Dr. Hawker, I think, who was wont to call this 54th chapter of
Isaiah, " The Heavenly Bridegroom's Love-Letter to His Bride." And
do we not trace in its fair lines, how the Lord goes about to comfort His
Church? She has been "barren " and "desolate," devastated, in a
place" too strait" for her, brought under reproach, " forsaken," and
" grieved in spirit." And He reminds her how it was but" for a small
moment" that He had forsaken her, left her alone, that she might presently prove that it was" with great mercies" He would gather her.
It was in " a little wrath" that He had hidden His face from her" for
a moment," "but with everlasting kindness" He would have mercy
on her and redeem her from all her troubles. He remembers His
Covenant oath, and yearning over her, looking to the day of her deliverance, when He will re-establish, comfort, strengthen and settle her after
her "old estates," and do better for her than at her beginnings, He
says, " For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but
My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of
My peace be removed, saith the Lord That hath mercy on thee." And
He will comfort and adorn her; declare her beauty and stability;
settle her in peace; keep her far from oppression; deliver her from
fear and from terror, and so hedge her in in safety and security that all
her enemies, "whosoever shall gather together against" her, shall fall
for her sake. And then He pronounces the glorious declaration of our
text: "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." And this Divinely sweet language
of promise which reaches the heart of each one of Zion's sons and
daughters in particular comes from the heart of Him Who formed the
heavens and earth by His own power, in Whose hand the isles of the
sea are as " a very little thing"; 'Vho" commanded, and they were
created," Who stablished a decree that the waters should not pass.
Fire and hail, snow and vapours, and stormy wind fulfil His word. His
greatness is unsearchable, His power is unlimited. Of Him we delight
to sing, as we consider His majesty joined with His mercy"Glory to the eternal King,
Clad in majesty supreme I
Let all heaven His praises sing,
Let all worlds His power proclaim
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Through eternity He reigns
In unbounded realms of light
He the universe sustains

As an atom in His sight.
U

Kingdoms flourish, empires fall,
Nations live, and nations die,

All forms nothing, nothing allAt the movement of His eye.
"Oh, let my transported soul
Ever on His glories gaze I
Ever yield to His control,
Ever sound His lofty praise I "
And He, the High and Lofty One, the Holy One of Eternity, stoops Iow
to behold everyone of His creatures, and His redeemed ones in particular. He assures tbem of this sweet promise that, in all their pilgrimage, their long wars and conflicts, in fightings without and fears within,
none will prevail against them. " No weapon "-not a single one of
Satan's most eieverly devised shafts, no arrow of hell's preparing flying
by day nor terror wor1..i ng by night-shall prosper against one of His
blood-purchased children. Try his hardest, as Satan will, plot as all
the devils in hell will, not one of those little ones whose names are
written in the Lamb'. flock-book shall be overthrown- Jesus says "no
weapon" wiII slay them, since His own pure soul suffered for them.
What are these weapons, beloved, that you and I expeet to encounter
in our passage through this stormy wilderness 1 Is not a very formidable weapon the tongue 1 The Apostle James must have suffered
much from its malign influence, or he could not have so forcibly reminded
us that: "The tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things.
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a
fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it
defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature;
and it is set on fire of hell. . . . The tongue can no man tame; it is an
unruly evil, full of deadly poison." Who has not suffered from the
power of the tongue! What a deadly weapon it is! What need do
we each daily find for guarding our tongue; looking well to the words
we speak; and seeking for the Lord to keep our lips from speaking
guile and to preserve us from false, perverse and wicked words! "Keep
the door of my lips." Well, beloved, formidable as this weapon is,
God's Word stands sure and steadfast, and He says, "No weapon
formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn." Let us therefore leave
it with Him Who has undertaken our cause, and Who wiII vindicate.
Let us not seek by a multitude of words to defend ourselves and put the
wrong, unjust accusation right. Let us look to ourselves rather, and
remember that if it is not our tongue that has thus injured, it is only and
altogether because His grace has held and restrained us. Let us seek
more meekness, more humbleness of mind, more patience, more longsuffering, remembering that we also may be tempted, and look to Him
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Who alone can keep us from falling. May we remember that He has
spoken-" No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper."
Therefore the evil tongue can not prosper.
And then there is the eye of evil, always upon the child of God for
mischief. Oh! how the enemy of souls is ever set upon tripping up the
easily ensnared child. If he can get an advantage over the poor soul
and lead him astray, and cause the enemies of God to blaspheme, what
satisfaction there is in. the dominion of Satan. Oh, beloved, it is a
blessed soul-consoling truth, when we feel the evil eye watching its
opportunity closely, untiringly, that there is an eye that never sleeps,
and" behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, upon
them that hope in His mercy; to deliver their soul from death, and to
keep them alive in famine." So the eye of evil, deadly weapon as it is,
shall not prosper. "No weapon that is formed against thee shall
prosper." And then the hand, how often is that tempted to be
stretched forth for evil. And the heart which deviseth mischief,
which is the seat of all evil. And the U'rath of man,. the feet swift to
shed blood; some" Saul " coming upon us, and causing us to cry out
in anguish, " I sball one day perish." But the Lord's promise is above
them all, and since He has said" No weapon that is formed against
thee shall prosper," He will keep His word.
I have not touched upon the fears and forebodings of God's dear
family. Ah! we are all subject to those, and they cause us to walk
very humbly, very tremblingly, for they are a formidable weapon indeed. But He has taken the power out of this weapon also, by putting
something sweet in the bitter waters, and His" Fear not" proves tc;>
ns, sooner or later, how we had no cause for fear. He had said, "I will
surely deliver thee," and therefore we proved that this mighty weapon
could not prosper. Where was the fury of the oppressor when our God
arose with His" Peace, be still," upon our stormy passage?
And there is yet one enemy, if the Lord tarry-" The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death." Many of God's most richly taught
children have been all their lifetime subject to bondage through fear
of death. But death is not really their enemv. He is Satan's enemy.
For the Lord sends death to kill sin and thus destroy finally Satan's
work in them. The kingdom of Diabolos is for ever overthrown, and
released for ever is the child of God from his tyranny and power. This
is the last weapon, and it is found 'l blunted one, and Satan is finally
and completely defeated. The arrow that conveyed the message
" Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world," was dipped in precious blood; it
was conveyed by mercy, a heavenly messenger, and the dying saint
proves to his last breath the word of God as true, that no weapon that
had been formed against him has been allowed to prosper.
Oh, child of God, look up; look upon the throne whereon sits Jesus,
your King, your King for ever. He has watehed over your long pilgrimage; every step has been known to Him, yea, ordered by Him, and
:>ll your lot cast for you. He has removed countless snares and. pre-

...
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served you from many a pitfall, put many a temptation and oppor·
tunity far apart, plucked your unwary feet out of the net, and lifted
you up when you fell. He has often surprised you when your feet had
"well nigh slipped," and set you again upon the rock. He has aroused
you when a slothful self-ease and carnal security threatened to 1nl!
you in the devil's cradle. He has delivered you when temptation has
overtaken you. These are some of the countless tender mercies by
the way, and among the weapons not allowed to prosper against yOIl.
And you are to-day a monument of His mercy, grace, and power, and
your heart is singing of His changeless, free, unmerited love, which has
bOllght and bound you, held and kept you, and would not let you go.
This is all the work of your great and precious R.edeemer.. Over His
vineyard, He says, He will watch night and day, lest any hurt it. Thus
we go on, and shall be upheld, sustained, kept to the end, cheered often
by the sweet surprises of heaven's sunshine in our dark cloud; and
find our crooked things put straight, our rough places made plain, and
our mountains of difficulties levelled, or His supporting grace so manifested that we have trod them as our " high places" and found " a new
song" put in our mouths. "Oh! how I dreaded it. It seemed like a
great mountain in front of us, and I wondered how we should get
through or over," a deal' child of God wrote recently, and to the praise
of a Covenant-keeping God was constrained totestifytbat the mountain
had become a plain, when they came step by step to it. "The word
you wrote me-' carried through '-exactly describes my feeling about
the matter, and it was on my mind more or less last week, and reminded
me of a hymn we used to sing at the Grove" 'My future path I know may be
A path of anxious care,

But Love has planned that path for me,
That Love in which I share:
My Shepherd's bosom bears each lamb
O'er rock and waste and wild;
The object of that Love I am,
And carried like a child.'

Dear Mr. Bradbury used to frequently speak of a 'Carrying God' as
spoken of in Isaiah xl. 11 and lxiii. 9."
Thus the soldiers of Christ war. There is no putting off the armour,
no quitting the field. The saints are called to arms; the foes gather
around them thick and fast, and they are beset behind and before.
"Behold, 0 God our shield, and look upon the face'of Thine Anointed,"
is wrung from the heart as they encounter their enemies-many, lively,
and strong. '" Cover my defenceless head,' for I have no other help
but Thee," cries the sorely pressed spiritual warrior.
" An arm of flesh must fail
In such a strife as this;
He only can prevail
Whose arm immortal is

j

'Tis heaven itself the strength must yield,
And weapons fit for such a field.
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" And heaven supplies them too
The Lord, Who never faints,
Is greater than the foe,
And He is with His saints;
Thus armed, they venture to the fight;
Thus armed, they put their foes to flight .
.• And when the conflict's past,
On yonder peacefnl shore
They shall repose at la"t,
And see their foes no more,

The fruits of victory enjoy,
And never more their arms employ."

And " this," beloved, " is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord." Jehovah-Jesus is as
a wall of fire round about His people; their glory in the midst; upon
all the glory a defence; their shield above them; their mighty fortress;
their high rock, their Deliverer. And, amidst the wreck of nations,
Zion stands, whatever falls. Her" heritage" is an eternal Kingdom,
a Kingdom which can never be destroyed. Her righteousness is
Jehovah-Tsidkenu; His blood; His all-prevailing sacrifice; His unsullied purity; His blood-bought rights. And this then is the ground of
her confidence and rejoicing, the hope of her calling. The heart of
Jesus cares, and cares infinitely, for His tried and tempest-tossed
saints. His eye is upon the morning of their deliverance. And mean·
while He comforts them, pities them, pours into their hearts the sweet
promises of His WOJ'd, gives them the rich consolations of the Gospel,
and bids them look up for their" redemption draweth nigh."
"Oh, wonderful story of deathless Love!
Each child is dear to that heart above I
He fights for me when I can not fight;
He comforts me in the gloom of night;
He lifts the burden, for He is strong;
He stills the sigh, an,l awakes the song;
The sorrows that bear me down, He shares;
And loves and pardons, because He care,.

"Let all who are sad take heart again,
We are not alone in our hours of pain;

Our Father looks from His throne above,
To soothe and comfort us with His love;
He leaves us not when the storms are high,
And we have safety, for He is nighCan that be trouble which He doth share?
Oh, rest in peace, for the Lord will care 1"
And in the day of deliverance we shall remember His word, and set to
our seal that God was true Who promised-" No weapon that is formed
against thee sball prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord."
R.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MRS. KERSHAW.
WE have the privilege of placing before our Readers the Portrait
of a humble-minded consistent follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, a
sinner, saved by grace-free grace-as she acknowledged, but one of
the Lord's saints. She and her dear husband were amongst the first
worshippers in the llew Church of St. David's, Holloway, in which
Parish we were permitted to minister for nine years. We loved them
both in the Lord, and have ever held them in affectionate remembrance.
The following touching account by the two devoted daughters will be
read with much sympathy and interest, and will, we feel assured, prove
helpful in their spiritual life to one and to another of our Readers, who
put not their trust in anything that they do, but look alone for all their
salvation to the infinite merits and finished work of their adorable
Redeemer.
IN the early hours of September 13th, 1915, our precious mother
entered into rest in the presence of my sister and myself.
She was one of the first adherents of St. David's, Holloway, together
with my beloved father, who predeceased her by twenty-eight years.
She was born in May, 1830, and had therefore reached the age of
eighty-five, the youngest of twelve children, and the longest-lived of
her family, including her parents.
Her heart had been drawn to the Lord, in some measure, almost
from infancy, but the coming into full light was so gradual, that at one
time she was troubled that she could not actually date her new birth.
As she grew into young womanhood, the natural impulses of youth led
her to seek some gratification in the world. On returning from her
second public ball, however, she was so oppressed by an unaccountable
sense of wretchedness in mind and body, that she determined never to
attend another, and from that hour her face was set more definitely
Zionward. By the time of her marriage, a few years later, she was so
manifestly on the Lord's side that she was the means of her husband's
conversion. They had grown up together-their families being intimate-in the beautiful county of Hertfordshire, but their new home
being in London, they sought in the various churches within walking
distance, the preaching their souls cared for. Mr. J udkin, Mr. Lincoln
(who, later on, left the Church of England from conscientious motives),
and Mr. Abrahams, a converted Jew and a Nonconformist, became
successively their pastor. The death (or retirement) of Mr. Abrahams
left them unshepherded, and it was j nst about this time that the present
EDITOR of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE began his London ministry. It was
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not long before my parents discovered him, and under his pastoral care
they remained, with much profit to themselves and to us their children,
until he removed to 0 Id Hill, Staffordshire.
This blessed fellowship supported them during those years, under
trials neither few nor small, and my mother's spiritual life grew and
strengthened, so that even then she was noted for the gentle patience,
sweet endurance, and sound judgment which characterized her throughout her life to a remarkable degree.
When widowed in 1887, her only surviving sister, also recently left
a widow, shared her home, then near Highgate, thus fulfilling a lifelong
wish of both. But the spiritual communion they had so anticipated,
had by then become almost impossible, on account of the extreme
deafness of my dear auIit. "These things are to be," my mother said,
when, after some four years, death separated them, "in order that we
may find satisfaction alone in the one Perfect One."
There followed after this a dreary sojourn in the spiritual desert of a
beautiful little village in her native county, when the pressure of family
trials, and circumstances generally, wrought in her such mental suffering that when relief came, after many years, she silenced all reference
to that time by exclaiming, "Blot it all out! Blot it all out!" Yet
one fragrant memory remained, which she would sometimes recall-the
Sunday evenings, and days of public holiday throughout the year,
when, in assured seclusion, we were shut in with THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
and the piano, and found the swiftly passing hours all too short. These
times were anticipated all the week, as oases in the desert, and in the
strength gained from them the days that followed were endured. Never
perhaps was THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE so precious as during those wilderness years. The MAGAZINE had been much prized also by my dear
aunt, and it formed a bond of union and communion in defiance of the
before-mentioned physical obstacle. Tears were shed when my dear
mother bade farewell to the village neighbours, to whom she had endeared herself by cheerfullovingkindness and Christian sympathy, her
witness, though on the whole more of life tban lip, being unmistakable.
"It is easy to tell she is a Christian," exclaimed a neighbour one day in
the early days of our residence among them, " the way she speaks to
the folks at the door is enough."
The last eight years were spent in the midst of loving relatives, in
accordance with their desire, in her native town of Hitchin. To one,
at least, those years brought definite blessing from her sweet influence,
an encouragement to her humble spirit, which longed after the souls of
others more and more as the years passed on, and rejoiced in the
spiritual achievements of others, yet found it difficult to believe in any
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of her own. She did not find it easy to speak to the indifferent about
her Lord. "But if there seems anything in the heart towards the
Lord God of Israel," she would say, "oh, then my mouth is opened.
. . . But I do nothing for my Lord. . . . Dr. Barnardo! George
Muller! and hosts of others-they will hear the' Well done! '-but I !
..." "You have brought up your children in the fear of the Lord,
dear mother," I would say, and I would mention the Christian activities
of my sister in the past and the present, as due, under God, to her training and influence. This encouraged her a little. Her intensely worshipping spirit, and her deep sense of the sovereignty of God, led her
to lean, especially at one time, towards a severe view of Him. But
this in no way interfered with her love for Him. "Oh, I am so afraid
of murmuring," she would say, "it is so displeasing to the Lord. I
think He is very angry if we show discontent with His ways," calling
attention to His judgments in the wilderness. "I want to put my
mouth in the dust. 'Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right 1 ' "
As " a burnt child dreads the fire," she shrank from new trials, and
to the last could better follow St. Paul's injunction concerning" rejoicing in hope: patient in tribulation, continuing instant in prayer" ;
than enter into his experience when he says, "We glory in tribulations
also" ! The 12th of Romans, verses 9-21, seems to me to describe my
dear mother's life exactly. She loved" all who love the Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity," and delighted in communion with them. She was
ready to learn from everyone, which enabled her to discuss knotty
points without the smallest perturbation of spirit. Her sweet courtesy
and habit of imputing the best motive to all, made her yielding in
manner to those with whom she conversed. But her shrewd insight
into character seldom failed her, and her personal convictions based
on the Word of God none could shake. While agreeing that rewards
may have their place in the Scriptural picture of the Christian life, it
gave her no pleasure to consider the subject in connection with herself.
"I shall say, 'God be merciful to me a sinner,' to the end," she
declared, "and I shall confess to Him, to the end, that I am a miserable
sinner." A favourite couplet was" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of Covenant mercy I Bing."
In 1909 she had a severe illness, which the doctor regarded very
seriously, but of which she herself said, "This is not unto death,"
though anxious to acquiesce if it were the Lord's will. His sweet
mercy was seen in not taking her then, for at that time she seemed
unable to bear the thought of parting with her beloved ones. When
her Lord finally called her, the poignancy of this pain was past, and she
14
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no longer clung with tenacious hand to any earthly thing. During
that illness, and often during the years that followed, she would say
earnestly, "It is a solemn thing to die, my darling-oh, it is a solemn
thing to die. If all is not right, the next minute will be too late! Oh,
I do want to be right. I do want to be sure I am His."
At another time she had been pondering the thought of "hope"
as a term to which some dear Christians take exception, mentioning
someone, I think at St. David's, who used this expression, and saying
she would use it herself. "And it is Scriptural, is it not 1" she
remarked, "'A good hope through grace.''' And we went on to recall
other instances-" the hope of salvation" as a helmet for the Christian
warrior; "hope that maketh not ashamed"; "hope, as an anchor
of the soul," and so on, until the little perturbation of spirit was lulled
to rest. Her fear of self·deception and love of truth made her examine
herself closely; and in this connection my sister's ministrations, dwell·
ing definitely on the non·introspective side, were very helpful to her.
One Sunday morning in July last, as I entered her room, she
exclaimed" , Oh, that with yonder sacred throng,
I at His feet may fall I
Join in the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all.'
"That is what I want! I am saying that all the time." And, indeed,
throughout her life, it was quite enough to start the refrain, she would
instantly join in it with fervour, whatever her state of health at the
time, unless quite prostrate. She committed this hymn to memory,
among many others, when cataract began its slow but sure work,
rendering her eventually quite dependent on the services of others, a
sore trial to one who had been a great reader. It brought her compen·
sation in the sweet ministry of a dearly·loved cousin, who used to take
alternate Sunday evenings with me. :lily dear mother also memorized
the ascription of praise in Rev. v. 12, and this she was often heard
reciting with devout worship in tone and manner, when she thought
herself alone.
In the evening of that July Sunday, I sang to her, "Oh, to be over
yonder!" As the chorus was repeated, she exclaimed softly, again
and again, "Oh, yes! yes!" and quite broke down when it ended.
"Oh, it is overwhelming! How beautiful! To join in the angels'
songs-in the hallelujah! Oh, when shall I go! When will He let me
come!" "Ah, He has a favour to them," she used to say on hearing
of Christians known to her who had just" crossed the flood," " He has
taken them, and they were not so old as I. Oh! I do want to wait His
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time patiently, but I do so long to see Him, to be ' in the presence of
tbe King' !" For years she had requested dear Christian friends to
pray that she might have a " gentle taking-down, and an abundant
entrance," but she little guessed how painful this process would be.
The War had affected her much, and the apparent triumph of the devil
harassed her mind. "I don't know how to pray about it," she said at
one time. "It seems to me we can only ask God to work His purpose
out; to have His will in it all." Her prayers, it may be remarked,
seemed to embrace the universe: societies; missions and tbeir agents;
different creeds and nations; Royalty; Parliament; Christian ministers-of these and very many more she would say, "I pray for tbem
every day; I do not like ever to forget," and she often expressed her
thankfulness for the opportunity for intercession afforded by the
infirmities of old age. During the last few months her sufferings drew
from her, skilled as she was in the grace of endurance, piteous groanings,
and though by habit very moderate in her language she answered one
day when anxiously questioned as to her condition: "I am in agonyagony. I use the word advisedly. It is agony; I can't describe it."
Yet even then she spoke so calmly, and looked so serene, that nothing
but the words indicated her feelings. "I don't seem to glorify Him a
bit," she said sadly one day. "This pain obsesses me. . . . It is no
use: when you read me about these wonderful people who triumph
over such terrible af!lictions. I can not be one of them. I am no
heroine. I can not pretend to anything of the sort. But," she added,
" I tell my Father about it, and that I can not rise above the pain, and
He understands. I hate myself for not shining, but I can not help it."
Presently, however, the groanings ceased, in spite of my request that
she should afford herself this relief, and thereafter not a sound escaped
her lips. "Mother, dear," I said one day, " you do glorify God. You
are a true heroine: you are shining so brightly, it is wonderful." Her
dear, worn face lighted up. "Oh!" she said, "if you can say that,
how thankful I am. I need encouragement, dear."
She had greatly feared the article of death, and one night, desirous
of ascertaining her present feelings, as no allusion had been made to
the subject for a long time, I said, on arranging her for the night, " You
are' safe in the arms of Jesus,' aren't you, darling 1" And promptly
came the cheerful answer, in the weak voice, " Yes, that I am ! "
One day, when lying helpless on the bed, on to which I had lifted her
after a frnitless effort to stand, she began to murmur something. When
asked to repeat it-" I say," came the faint, far-away voice, "it is
Victory-Victory, through the blood of the Lamb. That is it, isn't
it ~ "
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My sister had been summoned, unknown to her, and wllen she
arrived, some thirty hours before the end, she exclaimed-" How wonderful! How wonderful! I'm sure it is an answer . . ." but the
weak voice trailed off, unable to complete the sentence. We knew
then that the selflessness of her whole life had characterized her still in
this supreme crisis. For she was aware of the extreme difficulty with
which this well-beloved daughter must leave her home at that time,
and she had given no hint of the great longing she had to see her face
once more, save to her Father in heaven.
And that gracious Father heard her prayer in the matter of the
" passing" also. She had desired to be taken in sleep, and it was under
the effects of a slight stroke that she passed from deeper into deeper
sleep, until at 3.20 on a lovely September morning, she left the cherishing of earthly love for" the presence of the King."
One of her convictions regarding heaven, of which so little is told us
in Scripture, was expressed thus-" I believe it will be so wonderful, so
overwhelmingly glorious, that we have not the smallest conception.
And I believe we shall find our perplexities, concerning the heathen,
and so on, solved in a way of which we have not the least idea. It will
all be so beautiful-so right_ We don't know-we don't know-what
is awaiting us." And now she knows.
She was laid with our beloved father in Highgate Cemetery on the
following Friday. In the chapel, the hymn she had made her own was
read through-" All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! " and at the
graveside some verses of " The Sands of Time are Sinking" were sung,
this being inseparably connected in memory with St. David's, Holloway,
as well as with her who had just joined the Church of the Firstborn in
heaven. Below her name on the tombstone there is inscribed just one
word, "SATISFIED."
M. KERSHAW.
FOR many years past it has been my custom and happy privilege to
spend a month each year with my beloved mother. These little seasons
of heart-to-heart intercourse were always greatly appreciated by both
dear mother and myself, and their memory is specially sweet now that
those times are past and gone. When she was able, and the weather
was suitable, we spent a good deal of time in her pleasant little garden.
There I read to her a great deal, and we also had many happy conversations on God and the things of God.
She used often to exclaim in wonder at those who, when dying, pictured the meeting with this one and that one of the loved ones gone
before. "I shall have eyes for no one but my beloved Lord for a very
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long time! Oh, I want to see Him, and worship, and hless and praise
His dear Name! That is all I want!" "Won't it be lovely! J' she
would say, " when we all-you, and I, and all our loved ones-meet in
heaven, never to go out any more, around our blessed Lord, to praise
Him for all eternity."
I always took with me from home, some books to read to her, which
I knew she would enjoy. At one time she was greatly interested in
the subject of prophecy, particularly the prophecies in tbe Book of the
Revelation. I read to her two or three books on that suPject, which
she much enjoyed. But during the last three or four years she took
great delight in the writings of C. H. M., his " Miscellaneous Writings,"
and also his "Notes on the Pentateuch." The last I read to her of
these was" Notes on Leviticus," from which she derived much pleasure
and profit. The offerings in their varied significance, she' found very
helpful in establishing her in the truths of salvation.
It was only within a year or so of her Home-going that she enjoyed
in any full measure the assurance of her salvation. She seemed to
think it was presumption on her part to say more than that she h.oped
she should be found within the gates-if only" just inside" she would
be satisfied. I used to answer her at these times thus: "Yes, but
mother dear, the Lord would not be satisfied. He says you are among
the' many sons,' and as such He will have you close to Himself-as
close as it is possible to be." And she would reply, " Oh, yes! and l
want to get as close to Him as ever I can." Sometimes, when the
passages read to her were on the ground of assurance of salvation, she
would exclaim with pleasure, "Yes, it is what He has done, and what
He is, that God looks upon, and not me at all. How blessed! Praise,
Him, praise Him! my precious Saviour! "
Just before my leaving her, at the end of my month's visit last June,
she said to me, "'I want you to know, dear, what a blessing your reading
to me has been. Such establishing truths! I know that my ~alvation
rests only and entirely on the finished work of Christ, and has nothing
to do with my feelings as to it. It is faith-not feelings. It has been
food, real food, to my soul, and I shall have much food for thought, too,
when you are gone."
I could write much more concerning those happy annual seasons,
but I think I have written enough to show that the" things concerning
Himself" were of paramount interest to her. Her mind was wonderfully clear, almost to the last, and her memory was remarkable. She
was a firm believer in the power of prayer, and I feel sure that a great
deal of the blessing that I and my own immediate family have enjoyedand that which has attended our little earner of Christian work at home
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also-has been largely owing to her prayers, for she seemed to remember
everyone, and all our interests. Hers truly was" a mind at leisure from
itseU, to soothe and sympathize."
Cradley Heath
R. A. WOOLDRIDGE.

SmnOUfl anll NOtefl of SermOnfl.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE·l'ORT CHURCH, BRISTOl" BY THE RECTOR,
THE REV. J. ORMISTON, ON THE EVE OF GOOD FRIDAY, 1913.

" Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple
robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! When the
chief priests therefore and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying,
Crucify Him, cr·ucify Hir". Pilate saith unto them, Take ye Him,
and crucify Him: for l find no fault in Him."-JoH:'< xix. 5, 6.

MAY we just for a few minutes dwell on these inspired words.
" Then came Jesus forth," indeed He did; He came forth according
to the eternal purpose, He came forth according to the arrangement
made between God the Father, Himself-God the Son-and God the
Holy Ghost. Nothing could divert Him from this His will. He
would glorify the Father, even to the shedding of His holy blood. He
would keep nothing back, He would pay the whole price of His precious
life. "Then came Jesus forth" with the purpose that was in His
heart, came forth wearing the livery or badge of the Crucified One.
For He was to die as a felon, He was to die as an evil doer. Oh, the
sin that was to be upon Him! He-to die as a sinner, Who did no sin
-He Who was holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners!
But He died as a sinner-as a chief sinner. The Father's face was
turned away from Him, He could not behold Him, could no longer
behold Him. Jesus was treated as the chief transgressor, "for the
transgression of ]I'[ y people was He stricken." Yes, the Holy One,
the harmless One, the Undefiled, the One separate from sinners, died,
though ill Him was no sin, no thought of sin, no trace of sin-He was
separate fwm sin. Oh, how He bore with patience, unparalleled
patience, the lot which was His-the lot of being numbered with transgressors. It is so wonderful, dear friends, that Jesus should die in
the plll.ce of a single sinner, much more that He died for a multitude
no man could number. Oh, how He loved His people, definitely.
How He' would pay for them by His efIectual righteousness. The
whole price was to be paid by Him-every farthing-nothing kept
back. He gave Himself, by redemption, for His Church and people.
So these hypocrites of men proceeded without any fear to clothe Him
mockingly with the habit of royalty and justice. They crowned Him
with thorns, every thorn a piercing spike. His sacred head was
crowned-but with those cruel thorns. They clothed Him, the Holy
One, with purple, imperial purple, a mock robe, a borrowed robe,
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an old robe, reminiscent of glory, earthly glory-a mob King. They
set Him at naught. They turned Him into derision. And Jesus was
content to endure these affronts, was content to bear this cruel wrong
and insult. "Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns,
and the purple robe." What could He have done otherwise, for it
was His patient, submissive willingness to bear every exceeo.,ng affront
His enemies might heap upon Him, for His Father's sake. For the
righteousness of His Father's will He would bear patiently and
silently.
Then we are told someone spoke. "And Pilate saith unto them,
Behold the man!" In what tone of voice he spake these words is
doubtful, for it is clear by the sixth verse that at this time Pilate was
willing to set Jesus free, rather than see Him put to an ignominious
death. "When the chief priests therefore and officers saw Him, they
cried out, saying, Crucify Him, crucify Him. Pilate saith unto them,
Take ye Him, and crucify Him: for I find no fault in Him." Oh,
dwell upon those words; though uttered by this evil man they were
truth, precious truth. God has preserved these words and we value
them. We find our comfort, our salvation, our refuge in that truth.
" Behold the Man." Faith has no other object, none but the precious
Name of Jesus Himself. "Take ye Him and crucify Him," as much
as to say, "I will take no part nor lot in the transaction. Take ye
Him-I find no fault in Him." Let these eternal words be cherished
-these words of truth, lest they be forgotten by any. "For I find no
fault in Him "-His enemies would fain have found the fault in Him,
but He was without sin, without a flaw or defect. In everything He
fulfilled the will of His Father perfectly. How blessed this is, that
Jesus-the Saviour of w:l'ong-doers, of transgressors, of sinners, Who
Himself did no sin-made an end of sin. How blessed that Jesus left
His seat at the Father's right hand to do this great work of completely
justifying His people, so that there is not a believer having gracious
faith in the Lord the Redeemer who has not been cleared from all
sin by Him. Let us more and more cleave to the simple Gospel, my
beloved hearers, to the hope of the Gospel, and find our joy and rest
in Jesus, the Risen One. I can never preach on the wonderful work
of Christ in dying the Just One for the unjust, without mentioning
His justification, His being cleared from everything brought against
Him in the Law. I can not be silent when I say Jesus died the Just
for the unjust and not add that He rose again for the justification
of Fis people. Hold fast by that. He will hold you up according
to His promise. He will not leave you. He will give a crown of life
to them who are faithful unto death. He will crown you with victory
as He has crowned so many of our number who, having simple faith
in the Lord Jesus Chlist, have been found "more than conquerors
through Him That loved" them and gave Himself for them.
Now unto Him That is able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to
the only wise God our Saviour be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever. Amen
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NOTICE TO OUR READERS.
WE ask the kind attention of our readers to the subjoined letter communicated to us, at our request, for publication, by our fellow Trustees.
It explains in detail the urgent necessity which we, as Trustees of THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, are under, for its immediate reduction in size. Thus,
in the Providence of God, are its resources straitened. But the Lord
Jehovah is not straitened. His eyes are always upon the Truth. And
it is that Truth-the precious truths of the Gospel of Christ, the Godhonouring doctrines of free and sovereign grace-which this, the oldest
religious magazine extant, has ever sought to maintain since it was originated in 1766. He Who has in the long past signally blessed its testi·mony will not now fail nor forsake us. He knows the way that has to
be taken, it is all ordered by Him. The Lord Jesus Christ, Who in the
days of His flesh fed the greater multitude with t.he fewer loaves, will
not let His scattered people go short of the spiritual food with which
this MAGAZINE has heen wont to provide them, month hy month, under
the blessing and application of the Holy Spirit. Very cheering and
numerous have been the testimonies of late, some from new, some
from older friends. That our loved fellow-labourers in this field of
service might have shared this joy with us, we would gladly have given
extracts from these, but space forbids it. To God be all the glory, to
Whom alone it is due. Thus the Lord encourages beforehand the hearts
of His servants, and prepares them to meet what might otherwise be
overwhelmingly discouraging circumstances. This is His own blessed
way-we have proved it again and again. He is indeed very pitiful and
of tender mercy. Satan would fain have the circumstances to be discouraging-he would fain quench this faithful testimony if he could,
but he can not. We humbly pray that the Lord Jehovah will so
hedge about this venerable witness to His Truth, will Himself so keep
it night and day, that none may hurt it, and that He will graciously
permit it to continue its ministry to the "flock of slaughter" "till
He come."
.. To THE READERS OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
u

DEAR FRIE~TJ)S,-

.. As readers of the daily Press you will already be acquainted
with the fact that the Government, with the intention of securing
the utmost space in ships for food supply and munitions of war,
have placed an embargo on many commodities, and particularly
on imports of paper and paper-making materials. They have
also set a limit to the use of paper, and the utmost that will be
allowed to any periodical or magazine is two-thirds of the quantity
used in 1914.
.. In consequence of this difficulty, the price of paper has advanced
enormously. Concurrently with this increase, the cost of printing
has risen, and as Tmstees we are therefore faced with a critical
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situation. We feel it right to take the friends and subscribers of
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE into our confidence, and have decided, as
one method of meeting the present emergency, to reduce the size
of the MAGAZINE to forty·eight pages during the continuation of
the War. We feel that we have only to state the circumstances
to secure the whole-hearted assent of our readers to the course
suggested. Also it is felt that the insertion of the Frontispiece
must be temporarily suspended.
"In these momentous times the testimony which the Covenant
Jehovah has permitted THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE to bear for 150
years, is more needed than ever. We appeal to our readers to
associate themselves with us in upholding the beloved MAGAZINE,
by supporting the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. Help is greatly
needed, and any contributions for this purpose will be very gratefully received.
"A. GRIMSDALE.
"J. E. HAZELTON.
"T. HOUGHTON.
HJ.. WOOD,"
Be much then at the Throne of Grace, dear fellow-believers, on
behalf of the sainted Toplady's MAGAZINE. That can never be anything but a blessing to the soul, which necessitates more frequent visits
to the mercy-seat, and more earnest pleading in the Spirit, while there.
Remember also those who contribute to its pages, and we take this
opportunity of offering them our heartfelt thanks for their assistance
and much loving sympathy. Finally, remember the EDITOR, on whom
the afflicting, though most loving and merciful hand of his gracious
Heavenly Father still rests, and on which account he asks the kind
forbearance of the readers.
We leave this inspired word of direction, exhortation and promise,
given to us in the night watches, with all who have the interests of
this Divinely-favoured MAGAZINE at heart: "Wait on the Lord; be
of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on
the Lord" (Psa. xxvii. 14).
3, BERKELEY SQUARE, BRISTOL.
THE EDITOR.
March, 1916.
DAVlD was a king and a prophet, a comely and valorous person.
But what esteemed he most? Did he say, "Blessed is the man who
is a king, or a prophet, or a valiant warrior; or hath dominion, obedience, or great possessions, as I have"? Oh, no! "Blessed is the man
whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered" (Psa. xxxii. 1).
You see wherein this holy man David sets happiness-in the forgiveness
of sins. Blessed is such a man. Though he were a king, he knew well
enough that if his sins were not pardoned and covered he had been a
wretched man.-Sibbes.
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SUBMISSION TO EVERY ORDINANCE OF MAN.

"Submit yourselt·es to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake:
whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them
that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise
of them that do well. For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye
may put to silence the tgnorance of foolish men."-l PETER ii. 13-15.

THESE Divinely inspired words of the Apostle Peter are addressed to
certain characters who are denominated" elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father" (chapter i., verse 2). This is to be
specially noted. And God the Father is to be called on by these as
One" Who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's
work" (verse 17)-that is, whether their work is agreeable to the
direction and exhortation of the text; or whether it be the contrary,
and it is the revealed mind and will of God in the Scriptures of Truth
that His dear elect in Christ Jesus should stand therein (Col. iv. 12).
This being so, it becomes the ardent desire and prayer of the redeemed
and regenerated children of Jehovah to know what this mind and will
of His is, from time to time; that they may do it, and have grace and
guidance from Him to do it.
Hence, we have David, the man after God's own heart, crying to
God to lighten his " eyes lest he sleep the sleep of death" (Psa. xiii. 3),
and that as God's Word was the only sure and safe guide, being a lamp
unto his feet and a light unto his path (Psa. cxix. 105). How earnestly
he heseeches God to give him a right understanding therein and thereof.
" Make me," says he, " to understand the way of Thy precepts" (Psa.
cxix. 27). "Give me understanding, and I shall keep Thy law" (Psa.
cxix. 34). And again, see his sincerity in these words,-" 0 that my
ways were directed to keep Thy statutes" (Psa. cxix. 5). And" He
That hath mercy on them shall lead them" (Isa. xlix. 10) is a promise
of the Covenant of grace, and the elect of God sball find and prove
that, trusting in the Lord and leaning not to their own understanding,
they shall be taught of Him, taught His way, and led in a plain path
because of their enemies, whose constant endeavour is to turn them
aside into bypaths and into unscriptural and false ways.
Now, what is it to submit oneself" to every ordinance of man for the
Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto governors,
as unto them that are sent by him" 1 We must inquire what these
ordinances are, and what it is to submit unto them.
That was one of them-the taxation of the whole Roman Empire,
called" all the world," at the time of Christ's birth, as given by Luke
(ii. 1): "And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a
decree from Cresar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed." The
submitting unto it is given in verse 3: "And all went to be taxed,
everyone into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
out of the city of Nazareth, into Judrea, unto the city of David, which
is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David :) " to be taxed, or enrolled.
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Now here we have, in the very beginning of the Gospel, an ordinance
of man, and submitted unto by these humble folks, Joseph and Mary,
his espoused wife.
Tribute, also, might be called an " ordinance of man," of kings, and
governors. Hence is the exhortation: "Let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God; the powers
that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power,
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation" (Rom.' xiii. 1, 2). For this cause pay ye
tribute also: "Render ·therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour
to whom honour" (Rom. xiii. 7). Hence·we find that the receivers of
the tribute money at Capernaum asked Peter, "Doth not your Master
pay tribute ~" And he answered them, "Yes." You know the
incident. Before ever Peter could say a word, Jesus asked him," What
thinkest thou, Simon ~ of whom do the kings of the earth take custom
or tribute ~ of their own children, or of strangers ~ Peter saith unto
Him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free."
But the meek Redeemer in effect added, We will not raise that point.
Go to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the first fish that comes
up. In his mouth you will find a piece of money: give it to them
for Me and you. What a proof of Christ's Godhead is found there·!
Thus did Christ and His disciple Peter submit themselves unto this
ordinance of man, and so left us an ensample to follow their steps.
But here it might be asked, Did the Scottish Covenanters then do
right in refusing to pay the king's tax, or "cess," as it was called,
fer the payment of a standing army ~ For my part I held they did
right not to pay it, for they knew that army was there among them
for the express purpose of thrusting popery upon them, and in these
circumstances they were not bound to pay the charges of an army
whose instructions from the king, Charles 11., were, "Turn them to
popery, or persecute them to the death." So we have that man of
God, Richard Cameron, saying to his companions on sight of a troop
of Dragoons, "Come on, this is the day I have longed for; to die
fighting against the enemies of the Lord." And he did die, fi ghting
against them.
But are our citizens and countrymen to-day asked by the" ordinance" of King George V. to enlist in order to turn men to popery or
persecute them to the death ~ Indeed, very far from it, but rather
to join the ranks and enter the battle and fight against the avowed
enemies of the Lord, even against Germans who have corrupted the
Word of God by their infidel heresies and despised and set aside its
authority, and who have spread abroad the most damnable heresies,
practising also their wicked tenets as opportunity has served.
Our own King is a Constitutional Protestant Monarch, and it is
lawful and right for all his subjects, Godly and ungodly, to respond
to his call, submit to his ordinance, and go forth to battle. Many
privileges have we enjoyed under his reign and under the reign of his
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illustrious ancestors. Go forth, then, at his call, hesitate not, delay
not.
But I might be asked, What about OIiver Cl'Omwell and his wars,
for if he was right in his wars, your own countrymen who fought against
him under the banner of King and Covenant, and were defeated at
Dunbar, must have been wrong 1 Well, for one thing it is marvellous
the many Godly praying men on hoth sides at the famous Battle of
Dunhar in 1650. J ames Durham, afterwards an eminent minister
through David Dickson's importunity, in the one army, and a Cornet
in Cromwell's heard praying on the night before the battle. And
when they joined issue, oh! how soon is Cromwell victor, with a
complete rout and a great spoil. He was fighting for the Protestant
religion of the Nation and the overthrow of the treacherous Jesuit
Stuarts, and many lived after that battle to know and own that he
was right in opposing them, and that they were wrong in supporting
Charles Stuart. Now it hath heen well said that history repeats
itself. It is thus to· day, but over a larger and more complicated
ares.

In the Book of Daniel we have two ordinances of man, that of
Darius and that of Nebuchadnezzar, and to neither of these did the
elect children of God submit, and that because they were manifestly
opposed to the law of God and to the honour and glory of God, so
that to submit to them would have been to give place to atheism in
the one and to idolatry in the other. And the fact that Jehovah
appeared for these His dear children in their non-submitting to them,
and wrought such mighty miracles for their deliverance, is given us
to certify unto us that in all time to come His approbation is with
those who withstand and oppose false religions.
That Nebuchadnezzar's ordinance was against the law of God is
clear and evident, needing no elaborate proving-" Thou shalt not
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that
is in heaven above." That, and all like ordinances of men, which are
flatly opposed to the law of God and to the Word of God, are not to
be submitted to, but to be strenuously opposed, such as that of that
foreign priest, the pope of Rome, his street-processions, and crosses,
and cross-carrying; being ordinances not of the King, but of Antichrist, and they are to be vigorously withstood by magistrates and
all men, seeing moreover that he is not supreme, and" hath no juris·
diction in this realm of England." It is a happy thing for us, and
to be jealously guarded and preserved, our Bill of Rights, that great
ordinance of the English Constitution which ordains that our King
and Country shall have no communion with the see of Rome.
But now, see Christ's attitude towards the soldiery of His day.
Take the case of the Centurion, a man having under him one hundred
soldiers. It might be said, If Christ had that repugnance to these
that some have expressed concerning them and war-as it is and has
been found to be a great reality upon earth, ever since the fall of man
in Eden and the battle of four kings against five in Abraham's day-
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how should He ever have listened to the request of the Centurion as
recorded in the Gospel 1 How should He not have answered, You
are a soldier whose life-work is war and bloodshed, how can I, the
Prince of Peace, have anything to do with you, or any of your profession 1 You are otherwise a worthy person, a man who though a
Roman and a soldier, loveth our nation, and hath even built us a·
synagogue, but see, you are a man who stands prepared to fight and
shed blood. This is what Christ might have said, had He been in the
mind of some men to-day. But no, He does not thus assume the
attitude of these, but the very reverse, and heaI;ing from him how
easy it is for him to command and be obeyed by the soldiers under
him, draws forth from Christ Himself those words of high encomium,
"I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel." So that it is
most evident a man .can be a soldier and have faith in Christ, yea,
great faith, even greater than the natural seed of Abraham and the
descendants of J acob.
But you may reply, See how the soldiers treated Christ's Person
in Pilate's Judgment Hall. Yes, that is surely amidst all their
excesses the greatest blot upon them as such. They" platted a
crown of thorns, and put it about His head," and they put on Him a
purple robe. They smote Him, plucked off the hair, parted His
garments among them, and for His vesture they cast lots. And all
to fulfil what was predicted of Him. Surely among that great multitude whom Christ hath redeemed with His own blood out of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, there will be found
many who have fought battles and come out of them to live and be
partakers of Divine grace and of the heavenly calling, as did that
noble soldier, Colonel Gardiner. Many have from the battlefield
where they drew their last breath, been 90nveyed-that is, their souls
have been conveyed-by elect angels to the mansions of glory, of
bliss, and of eternal blessedness, to see Him there Who was wounded
for their transgressions and bruised for their iniquities, and by Whose
chastisement as their Divine Surety in the Covenant of grace, they find
themselves healed of every wound that sin or Satan ever inflicted
on them. And, it may be that, remembering. the treatment His
sacred body received at the hands of their profession in the hour of
His deepest humiliation and sorrow, "Loudest of the crowd they'll sing,
While heaven's resounding arches ring
With shouts to sovereign grace."
Did the great Apostle Paul say concerning the higher powers
and that ordinance-soldiery-by which they are maintained and
supported, "Do that which is good,and thou shalt have praise of
the same" (Rom. xiii. 3), and did he not find the truth of it as it
respected himself, when his life was endangered by an inflamed mob
of furious bigots 1 "This man," wrote Claudius Lysias unto the most
excellent Governor Felix, "was taken of the Jews, and should have
been killed of them: then came I with an army "-mark that-
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" and rescued him" (Acts xxiii. 27). But if there had been no army
at hand to do this, he must humanly speaking have fallen a victim
to their blind rage.
See what a lovely part of the story of Legh Richmond's" Dairyman's
Daughter," is his meeting with the soldier on his journey to her
cottage, and conversing with him and finding that though they wore
different regimentals they served one great Lord and Master, Whose
sovereign grace, freely bestowed upon them, had made them one in
Him.
And what a lovely sight to recall is the incident of King William Ill.
at the Battle of the Boyne, fighting after one arm had been wounded,
yea, fighting sternly and valiantly with the other, that the Rights
of England and the Liberty of the Protestant Religion he might
maintain, and hand down to us. And are they not as necessary to us
to-day as they were to us then 1 And to be contended for in battle
as then 1
And to speak again of Colonel Gardiner, what a lovely sight to see
him at one time on his journey through a solitary country, singing
aloud the praises of God, even Watts' hymns. And again, meeting
Dr. Doddridge in his vestry after sermon, with tears, telling him how
the Lord had blessed his then prei1ched sermon to his soul.
But what shall I more say 1 The annals of our Nation's history
are studded with servants of the .Lord Jesus Christ who fought the
battles of their Country. Among them I reckon the late Lord Roberts
one, a genuine man,. skilled and learned in the art of war, and a
valuable and conscientious servant of his King and Country. He
had eyes to see what our now open and dec.Iared enemies were doing,
when they were, year by year, piling up munitions of war, but his
warning voice fell on deaf e,,:rs, or ears deafened by the beating of
that hollow drum and the cry, " Peace, Retrenchment, and Reform."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
HIS COUNTENANCE.
WE are all familiar with the beautiful benediction in Numbers vi. 26,
closing with: "The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give
thee peace." Many of us have had this sweet benediction pronounced
upon us by reverenced deeply-loved fathers in times. of solemn import.
when tender hands were laid upon head or shoulder and the loving
tones of voice almost trembled with fervour. And many of us have
been impressed, in the pronouncement from the pulpit, with the closing
words, "And give thee peace," feeling the prevalence of "fightings
without and fears within," knowing the rush of life would begin again
in a few hours. The words of blessing have soothed the ·spirit and
given strength to the soul.
" The light of His countenance." Often in the Scriptures we find
reference to the expression of countenance, indicative of good or evil.
Indeed, we know in our own mingling with people, how true this is.
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Sometimes you meet a friend who, absorbed perhaps in meditation,
may appear utterly indifferent. But just speak, and the s~und of
your voice will kindle the whole face or countenance into pleased
recognition and animation.
The principal signification, however, of the light of the Lord's
countenance, is favour. Thus David in his prayer to the God of
deliverance, says, "There be many that say, Who will shew us any
good 1 Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us."
David knew that in this alone was victory-the light of His countenance,
His favour, His complete salvation. What matters it how they
despise, saying, " Who will shew us any good 1" I think David had
in his heart not only deliverance but the glory of God. "Lord, lift
Thou up the light of Thy countenance upon us "-display Thy power,
show us what good Thou canst send.
David lived in the light of the Lord's favour: "Lord, by Thy favour
Thou hast made my mountain to stand strong." He was full of confidence, but immediately after-" Thou didst hide Thy face, and I was
troubled"! He could not live without the smile of· God: "In Thy
favour is life." And truly it is so with us, is it not, dear reader 1 We
go mourning all the day when He hides His face. And then when He
reveals Himself to us, the spirit revives, and no matter what the outward circumstances may be, we go on the way rejoicing in the light of
His countenance. To use good John Newton's expression, "December's
as pleasant as May," when He thus smiles and speaks to the hes,rt.
In Psalm xliv. we read: "For they gat not the land in possession
by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but Thy
right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of Thy countenance, because
Thou hailst a favour unto them." The deeds of the Lord by His right
hand and His arm, accompanied by the cheering light of His countenance, these brought victory. "Because Thou hadst a favour unto
them." Yes, this is the happy secret. Not by ourselves, or in ourselves, but His grace and His favour and His glory were displayed in
His own victory.
In sickness, in weakness, and in difficulty, when the heart is overwhelmed with troubled apprehensions, how often the child of God has
been comforted and uplifted by David's expressions of confidence in
Psalm xlii.: "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 and why art
thou disquieted in me 1 hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise
Him for the help of His countenance." The inspiring language has
in itself an earnest and ring of victory-" Hope thou in God: for I
shall yet praise Him." I am cast down now and sore disquieted, but
He has not cast me off. I shall yet praise Him for the help of His
countenance, His favour, His cheer.
" Why restless, why cast down, my soul ?
Hope still, and thou shalt sing
The praise of Him Who is thy God,
Thy health's eternal spring."
" All my fresh springs are in Thee."
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In Psalm lxxxix. we have a description of the people who are indeed
blessed. "Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they
shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance." Ah! what an
unspeakable blessing it is when the Holy Spirit opens the heart and the
understanding and the ear to know the joyful sound, to recognize, to
discriminate. .. When He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before
them, and the sheep follow Him: for they know His voice. And a
stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know
not the voice of strangers." "I am the Good Shepherd, and know My
sheep, and am known of Mine." They know the joyful sound, they
can discern between the false and the true. Ear, and heart, and eye
are alike cheered as they walk in the light of His countenance. They
are surrounded continually with His favour, and the path is brightened
with His smile. No stumbling, no taking the wrong turning; they
walk in light. This walking seems to express heedom of movement,
liberty, pleasure, and power. This, dear reader, is the blessed portion
of those who know the joyful Bound.
In Psalm xxi. we read: "Thou hast made him exceeding glad with
Thy countenance." Exceeding glad! This is a Psalm of victory.
David always attributed victory to God, and always, too, expressed
hiB own delight in God's glory. He was the" man after God's own
heart," and so the glory of God was inseparably linked with his own
happiness. This Psalm is most ecstatic in its expressions of joy and
gratitude. How often we have applied these words to the dear ones
whom He has called to Himself, and have rejoiced in their rapture in
that they are" most blessed for ever," made" exceeding glad with His
countenance," face to face with Him in light.
There is just one more passage I would fain quote, which is a grea t
comfort to me. When the Saviour appeared to John in Patmos, we
read respecting His Person " His countenance waB as the sun shineth
in his strength." This waB the riBen ascended Saviour, Who led
captivity captive and Who holds His dear people in His own special
care. This is His appearance now for you and for me. Fulness of
favour, exceeding favour! When God gives, He gives lavishly. .. His
countenance was aB the sun shineth in his strew.Jth." Perfect, full,
complete favour towardB His dear people in this shining. John was
overwhelmed, as indeed he well might be, with such manifestation of
glory, but" He laid His right hand upon me, saying, Fear not." Can
you not hear Him, dear reader 1 "Fear not; I am the firBt and the
last: I am He That liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keYB of hell and of death." Victory!
Victory! for we, too, Jive in Him. .. Your life is hid with Christ in God."
That countenance of sunshine beams upon His people for evermore.
He is satisfied with the travail of His soul, and" rests in His love."
.. Ascended now, in glory bright,
8 till One with 11,8 Thou art;
Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor height,
Thy saints and Thee can part."
NETTlE.
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"THE VOICE OF THE LORD."

" He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast."PSALM xxxiii. ~.
~'

IN the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." "Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did He in heaven, and in earth, in the seas,
and all deep pi'aces. He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends
of the earth; He m"keth lightnings for the rain; He bringeth the
wind out of His treasuries." Out of that which was without form and
void, and when darkness was upon the face of the deep, by God's voicefor" He spake, and it was done "-was created that which stands as a
never-failing testimony to the almighty power of the Triune Jehovah.
Evidences of tbis are easily noted. Light, the firmament, the division
of the waters, the formation of dry land and of the earth and the seas;
the bringing forth of grass, herbs, and fruit; sun, moon, and stars;
fowls, fishes, birds, cattle and creeping things, beasts; and man. None
but the Almighty could have done it; none but Infinite Wisdom
caused it to stand fast. When we think on these things can we not say
with the Psalmist, " What is man, that Thou art mindful of him ~ and
the son of man, that Thou visitest him ~ "
And shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ~ The government
shall be, and is, upon His shoulders. All things are made to minister
to His purposes, that men may praise the Lord for His goodness and
for His wonderful works to the children of men. The world itself
stands till the great day of the Lord's Coming.
The Scriptures of Truth give us abundant instances to show the
power and wisdom of God in dealing with His people. The sun and
moon obeyed the voice of Joshua because the Lord hearkened unto
him, giving an immediate answer to the prayer of faith produced in
his soul by the Holy Spirit. "The Lord fought for Israel" (Joshua x.
13,14). Deborah tells us that" the stars in their courses fought apinst
Sisera "-t,he especial enemy of Israel at that time. Thus the orderings of Providence are tokens of the goodness of Jehovah to those who
have spiritual eyes to see and perceive beyond the surface of things and
events. Let us praise Him Who" made great lights "-sun, moon, and
stars-" for His mercy endureth for ever."
The Creation stands fast, bounded alone by His commandment; the
grass and herbs of the field provide food for cattle upon a thousand
hills, and the necessities of life are given to man and beast. Thus in
temporary things He is the Saviour, the Preserver, of all men, but
especially of them who are of the household of faith. For their sakes
He openeth His hand and satisfieth the desire of every living thing.
And are there not many instances in God's Word to show how the
Lord provides for His people ~ At His commandment the ravens fed
Elijah (1 Kings xvii. 4-6), and in the same chapter we read: "The
barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to
the word of the Lord, which He spake by Elijah." How our Lord
honoured His own work in sending and supporting the Prophet when
'S
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visiting this woman of Zarephath; for in the days of His flesh He
mentioned this event to set forth His sovereignty.
Greatly is His Name glorified in His dealings with the saints of 010.Abraham, Jacob, David, Daniel, Esther, Ruth, and many more. And
in the New Testament-with Paul, Peter, J ames, John, and others.
Sufficient to note for the present that the persecutors of God's people
can not go beyond His bound. It was so with Pharaoh. The Lord
speaks to Moses, " Go in unto Pharaoh: for I have hardened his heart,
and the heart of his servants, that I might shew these My signs before
him: and that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and of thy son's
son, what things I have wrought in Egypt, and My signs which I have
done among them; that ye may know how that I "m the Lord." And,
again, we read after Pharaoh had let the people go, but had pursued
them, the Lord said unto Moses, " Stretch out thine hand over the sea,
that the waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their
chariots, and upon their horsemen." And later in the chapter (Exodus
xiv.); "And the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the
sea."
. The above illustration shows forth the Lord's dealings with the
enemies of literal Israel; in Acts xii. we read of His dealings with the
enemies of spiritual Israel. Herod killed J ames with the sword, and
proceeded to take Pe.ner also, but Peter was delivered at that time.
Not content with raising the sword of persecution, Herod allowed himself to be designated a god, and immediately the angel of the Lord
smote him and he was eaten of worms. "Shall not God avenge His
own elect 1" Yea, though He tarry long with them, or seemingly so,
" He will avenge them speedily."
Let us turn for a moment to the voice of the Lord Jesus when He
tabern",c1ed here below. It was always a very solemn word, and with
power, that He spake-as no other man spake, and with authority. A
word only, and a Centurion's servant is healed. To another-and the
act was accomplished with the word-" Be it unto thee even as thou
wilt." To yet another, and this the woman condemned by man, "Thy
sins be forgiven thee; go, and sin no more "-and truly that which
is born of God can not sin. One man testified to the jealous and
unbelieving Pharisees, " Whereas I was blind, now I see." Lepers were
cleansed, the lame leapt for joy, the sick were healed, the poor had the
Gospel preached unto them. One thing must be noticed-the Lord's
word was always personal, individual, and separating; hence the
woman who wiped His feet with her hair, after washing them with her
t.ears, and for a time did not cease to kiss them, this woman was a
monument of great mercy, having many sins forgiven; while Simon,
the Pharisee, had few sins to be forgiven in his own eyes, and so far as
one can read, no justification in a righteousness which will never fail
nor wear out-the righteousness of Him Who came not to call the
righteous (that is, self·righteous), but sinners to repentance, and Who
as the Shepherd and Bishop of the souls of His people came to seek and
to save that which was lost. His sheep hear His voice, but the voice

The Gospel Magazine

227

of a stranger will they not hear. Of the world it is written, " If another
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive," " I am come in My
Father's Name, and ye receive Me not." The election of grace arc
born in sin, shapen in iniquity, the children of wrath even as others,
and experimentally are without God and without hope in the woIld.
This continues until the preparation of the heart by the Holy Spirit in
regeneration. The soul is brought under conviction of sin, righteous
ness, and a judgment to come. Such will now seek after righteousness
-not their own, which is as "filthy rags," but this in a spotless
Saviour, Who has gon~ to the end of the law for everyone that
believeth. This God-prepared and God-quickened soul will hear the
Lord gladly, knowing that in Him, the eternal Son of God, and in Him
alone, is his only hope of salvation.
This was the sum of the Lord's conversation with Nicodemus. " Ye
must be born again." Ye must have that new birth given of the Holy
Ghost as a result of the Father's election and the Son's redemption.
The matter is personal between a holy God and a sinful soul.
The Lord's visiting" His people did not only mean His relieving the
distresses of the poor, the bodily pain and infirmities of the afflicted,
and the feeding the hungry who followed Him in the way. No! He
came to do His Father's will as set forth in the counsels of eternity. He
took on Him a human body that the efficacy of His death, His precious
atoning blood, His righteousness, should be ratified on Calvary; that
the Father might glorify the Son with the glory which He had with Him
before the world began; and that His Church, His Bride, chosen from
among all nations and kindreds and tongues and peoples, might be
with Him where He is. Beloved, no prayer offered at the throne of
grace in the closest earthly relationship is anything to compare with
the Lord's prayer as recorded in John xvii. No love was ever so manifested. With Him there is no variableness, no shadow of a turn. Had
salvation rested with the creature, had it depended on our "acceptance," we had long ago been cut off as cumberers of the ground.
Jesus, after showing forth His glory and the union He had with His
Father, and also, blessed be His Name! His union with His people,
goes over the bitter brook Cedron to the garden of Gethsemane to be
betrayed, scourged, bruised with thorns, spitted on and mocked, forsaken by all men, and then crucified. And on the cross, knowing that
all things were accomplished, cried, "It is finished." No angel can
adequately describe the honour, majesty, power, and glory in this brief
sentence, which closed our Lord's ministry on earth. The gates lifted
up their heads and the everlasting doors were opened and the King of
Glory, even the risen Jesus, entered into His seat, henceforth to remain
till His enemies be made His footstool. Here is victory over death,
hell, and the grave; the redemption of His people; Jesus perfecting
for ever them that are sanctified.
Reader, if you are one of the Lord's, above all trials, temptations,
afflictions, bereavements, separations, losses, crosses, and troubles, you
will hear His voice-it may be, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake
o
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thee," or, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper";
perhaps, "I will come again, and take you unto Myself." And has
He not promised to bruise Satan under our feet shortly ~ His work is
finished. He spake, His earthly ministry is done. The sea shall give
up its dead, death and hell shall give up their dead, and every man
shall be judged by Him Who finished the work His Father gave Him
to do. "It is finished," this stands fast. There remains no more sacrifice for sin; no more or other salvation; no other Name given among
men whereby we can be saved. And, oh! what solemn words, Those
whose names were not found written in the Lamb's book of life were
"cast into the lake of fire." But the elect, poor, tried, tempted, troubled,
fearing people, mostly doing business in deep waters, they-the mouth
of the Lord hath spoken it-they shall see the face of Jesus, and His
Name shall be in their foreheads. God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes, neither shall there be any more pain, nor sorrow, nor crying,
and they shall reign with Christ for ever and ever.
" There shall they see His face,
And never, never sin,

But from the ri vel'S of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."
Then shall the righteous, His blood-redeemed and blood-washed people,
shine forth in the Kingdom of their Father. This is their everlasting
portion in the never-failing Covenant of a Triune Jehovah. To His
Name be all the glory.
Stockport.
C. A. KEELING.
COMFORTS AND COUNSELS IN MATTHEW XXVIII.
AN ADDRESS BY THE REV. J. C. SMITH, AT A MEETING
OF THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY, IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH
ROOMS, FEBRUARY 7TH, 1916.
THE Gospel according to Matthew is in three main sections; and each
section is characterized by teachings of a distinctive kind.
The first section is Preceptive, and contains the group of teachings
called" The Sermon on the Mount" (chapters v.-vii.).
The second section is Parabolic, and contains the group of teachings
called" The Mystery Parables" (chapter xiii.).
The third section is Prophetic, and contains the group of teachings
called" The Prophetical Discourses" (chapters xxiv. and xxv.).
" Luke is the only Evangelist who gives extended particulars in reference to the birth of our Lord. Matthew gives a few facts. Mark and
John are silent on that point, But each one of the four has a " Crucifixion " chapter, and each one has a " Resurrection" chapter.
This comparative disparity in extended reference to the birth and
the death and resurrection of Christ has much to say to us if we only
had ears to hear.
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Now our present study concerns the facts given in Matthe,v's " Resurrection" chapter.
The structure of the chapter is fourfold. It describes four scenes
wbich, when seeD in combined unity, form a most happy presentation
of comforts, contrasts, and counsels.
1. Thereis the scene at the sepulchre.
2. There is the scene on the highway (or street).
3. There is the scene at the council-chamber in Jerusalem.
4. There is the scene at the trysting-place in Galilee.
1. The Scene at the Sepulchre (verses 1-7}.-How suggestive is that
expression, " As it began to dawn." It was truly the" dawn" of a
new day. It was the light of resurrection beginning to brighten the
sky of a new era. The resurrection of Christ changed everything. In
the light of it the Old Testament became a new book. It meant the
passing of many "old things" and the coming into view of God's
expanding purpose in many" new things." That" dawn" reminds
us of another" dawn" that is coming, at the Lord's return, when a
still more glorious day will burst upon a distracted world. (See 2
Peter i. 19.)
Two women visitors came early to the sepulchre-Mary of Magdala
and (as the present writer takes it) the Lord's mother-two women
with keen memories of a wonderful past. Their hearts were full of
wonder, fear, and sorrow. The one great thing they wanted was
comfort: and that was the blessing the Lord sent to them. See how
it came. There was an earthquake, called for by an angelic visitor
bearing some of the white light of the world whence he had come. He
came and rolled away the stone from the opening to the sepulchre and
took his seat on the stone in qniet majesty. He spoke not a word, but
his presence and appearance were enough: the keepers of the grave
were terrified and became as dead men! How easy it is for God to
paralyse man's vaunted power!
But what were all these happenings for 1 Doubtless they served
inany ends; but the Holy Spirit, by the pen of Matthew, links them
all with one sacred end-the comfort of two broken-hearted women.
The enemy being thus rendered helpless, and the Lord having risen
from the realm of the dead, the angel visitor now turns to the women
and conveys the message he was sent to deliver. "Fear not ye_"
The angel was in the secret: "I know that ye seek Jesus, Which was
crucified. He is not here: for He is risen, as He said." Such a
message would doubtless startle and astonish them, but every word of
it would show that the shining messenger knew all the facts. Probably
what would strike home most would be the three words" as He said."
Everything was coming to pass precisely" as He said." It is always
so: "the zeal of the Lord of hosts" performs it.
.
And now into their wondering minds the angel pours a further
message of a most suggestive and assuring sort. "Come, see the place
where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is
risen from the dead; and, behold, He goeth before you into Galilee ;
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there you shall see Him." The gist of these words is twofold: "Come
and see," and" Go and tell." Come and be assured for yourselves:
go and tell what you are thus assured of. Come and get: go and give.
Come into the presence of God and learn: go out into the presence of
men and testify. Many believers are in bondage because they have
not told to others what they have seen and heard: they have not
" confessed with the mouth."
A most blessed message they were to carry to the disciples-a bright
resurrection message, twofold again: Go and tell that" He is risen "Glorious Power; and that" He goeth before you "-Victorious Leadership.
2. The Scene on the Highway (verses 8-1O).-The angel, having
delivered his message of comfort, left the women. The comfort that
they sought had come. Already their hearts swelled with a new confidence.. Already their minds were conscious of the dawn of a new hope.
" They departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy"
-a strange combination-" and did r·un to bring His disciples word."
They did exactly as they were directed to do. This was prompt,
perfect obedience: a pattern to follow. "And as they went to tell His
disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail"! A happy surprise! "·All hail," in modern English is just" Good morning." That
is right, the Risen One seems to say, I am glad to salute you in carrying
out My messenger's orders. Therein is a secret. It is in the way of
obedience that surprises and larger blessings await us. Out on the
highway of prompt action the Lord meets and encourages His servants.
" And drawing near they held His feet and worshipped Him." At
His feet is the place of homage, and homage and obedience ought
always to be in balanced combination. The risen Lord now spoke
away the remnant of their fear and confirmed, by repetition, the angel's
message (verse 10). It is all so simple, helpful, perfect, and beautiful.
Oh, that we had a heart in us to ljsten as eagerly as those women
listened and to act as promptly as they acted!
The angel had said, "Go, tell His disciples"; but Jesus Himself
said, "Go, tell My brethren." There was now to be a great brotherhood formed, on Resurrection ground, and He was to be "the Fjrstborn [from the dead] among many brethren." This is the position of
the" last Adam " as the Head of a ransomed race.
3. The Scene in the Oouncil Ohamber (verses 11-15).-There is a
bright hopefulness about the two sections we have been looking at ;
but now we have a very different picture. We lose sight of the women,
proceeding on their happy mission (verse 11). and we get a glimpse of
a scene which is a deep contrast. The Lord's enemies and opponents
come in yjew. The chief priests were informed by some of the guard
of all that happened, and they, calling the elders, assembled in council
to oppose the new movement and suppress, if possible, the testimony
of Christ. The scheme they proposed is typical of all such opposing
plans of the enemy. To impress the multitude with the suggestion
that there was no truth in the story that Christ had actually risen from
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the dead, they resort to lies, cunning and bribery. The soldiers were
their dupes and tools. "Much money" played its part (as it has often
done since) in suppressing the truth. They had crucified the Son of
God, and now they must do something, say something, to explain away
the consequences of their crime. It looked a simple and. likely story.
The soldiers were simply to go about telling the Jews that they happened to fall asleep during the night, and the watchful disciples tricked
them and stole the body out of the tomb. They did so, and the story
"caught on," and it was kept in circulation for thirty years. But
before he closed this writing, Matthew took occasion to nail that lie to
the counter for all time to come.
But that council has continued its wicked deliberations, somewhere,
by fresh enemies, all through the centuries. It is typical. And it is as
busy to-day as ever it was. The" wiles" of the devil get more subtle,
and his" fiery darts" grow hotter as time passes. \Ve are not ignorant
of his" devices" and religious masks. Let us beware and be vigilantJ.
until our risen Conqueror returns to scatter such councils of falsehood
and bind the enemy inspiring them.
4. The Scene in Galilee (verses 16-20)-is an inspiring contrast to the
scene in Jerusalem. Before His death Christ had appointed a trysting"
place where He would assemble with His followers, and thither the
" eleven disciples" resorted. They knew the place. Christ had gone
before them (verse 7) and was awaiting their arrival. They saw Him
and worshipped. Matthew does not hide the fact that even there and
even then" some doubted." That is a mystery: for memory must
have asserted its evidence (He had told them He would meet them at
that very spot), and they had Himself before their eyes. But, alas!
fOl' the unbelieving obtuseness of human nature. Surely before the
interview closed their doubts must have been scattered.
And now let us hear once more the inspiring words with which the
section closes-words that shine with the brightness of resurrection,
with the sublimity of heaven, and that cover the ages with their impell,
ing significance.
" Jesus drew near and spoke unto them, saying, All authol'ity has
been given to Me in heaven and upon earth: go ye, therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the Name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to keep all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 10, I am with you,
all the days, unto the elose of the age."
While the enemies of the Lord, in the stifling atmosphere of religious
delusion, were planning the' suppression of the Gospel at Jerusalem,
Christ spoke these lofty and uplifting words, to a handful of followers,
in the freer air of " a mountain in Galilee."
What a contrast one sees in these two councils! What a prophetic
token of the coming conflict of truth and error, liberty and bondage!
But we go back and take our stand beside the Son of God, and
with reverential awe hear Him making claims and uttering sweeping
commands, touehing all the human race and covering all the eenturies
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"unto the close· of. the age "-claims and commands which in the
mouth of even the greatest of earth's great men, would be empty,
crazy and blasphemous pretension!
He speaks, as befits Him, in the note of universality and eternity:
all authority .. all the nations .. all the teaching .. all the days. It is at
"the consummation of the age" that we shall see this programme
fully realized.
Meantime -the council continues (as the council of the enemy
continues); He is still comforting and cheering sorrowful hearts; and
still He is showing Himself strong to help and deliver His witnesses as
they carry the Good News to all the nations.
Let us look up and lift up: work and wait, " until He come."
CHRIST SEEN OF ANGELS.
[From "PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS IN HEAVENLY PLACES," by
"CHARLOTTE ELIZABETH."]
(Concluded from page 185.)
THE sad events of that evening in Gethsemane were followed, as
we all know, by others more terrible far; and equally in the Jewish
Sanhedrin, in Pilate's house, and in Herod's judgment hall, in the
streets of Jerusalem, and on Calvary, was the Lord Jesus" seen of
angels." They heard the false witness borne, the infamous sentence
given; they saw the scourging, the crowning with a diadem of thorns,
the reed placed in that hand which, in its protecting shadow, had so
long hidden the house of Israel from its foes! They heard the scoffing
homage tendered by rude, idolatrous, heathen soldiers to Him Whose
regal glories filled all heaven with splendour; they saw the heavy
cross laid on that shoulder whereon God hath laid the government
of all created things; and they were constrained to witness the payment of a world's ransom in the trickling drops that oozed from
those pierced hands and feet. The rocks were rent, but those
awe-struck angels could not, if they would, have burst the bonds of
obedience to that voice that· bade them be still; the sun hid himself,
but through the darkness of that unnatural night, the· bleeding
Lamb of God was still" seen of angels."
Where were the heavenly hosts while for the appointed time the
dead body of Jesus lay in the sepulchre 1 It was a Jewish Sabbath,
and it seems to have become a blank in time, because the light of
the world was resting in the darkness of the grave. It was passed
over-the ordinance transferred to the next glorious morning; and
ever since, the first day of the week has been the Sabbath of the
Christian world.
: But now we shall find the holy angels thronging a spot of earth,
with all their glowing chaIacteristics developed in a remarkable
manner. The suspicious murmurers entertained a fear lest their
Victim might yet rise again; and they obtained from the Roman
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Governor permission to seal the stone that coveted the entrance of
the sepulchre and to set a watch of soldiers over it. The strict discipline of the Roman army made this a most efficient guard; but' the
deM was now fully cancelled. He Who had died for our sins was to
rise again for our Justification; death had no more dominion, over
Him. Nothing in the Bible is more splendid than the picture
presented to the mind by the very brief recital of that glorious event.
"And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for ·the angel of the
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone
from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning,
and his raiment white as snow: and for fear of him the keepers did
shake, and became as dead men" (Matt. xxviii. 2, 3). There is something very real in this description-very much opposed to the incorporeality of the angel host. The act of rolling away the massive stone
which the good J oseph of Arimathea had placed, as a security against
the enemies of that sacred body, and which the high priests had
further made sure,. and moreover sealed it, as a barrier against His
friends; and his seating himself upon it, we can hardly believe to
have been only in semblance. The angel, the highly-privileged angel,
who was sent, or rather who was permitted to rush upon this enrapturing service, seems to have alighted upon earth with a force that made
it quiver, and to have rent, or spurned from its place the stone that
barred the egress of the Lord Jesus from His dark prison. No mortal
eye beheld that egress; the countenance of the angel caused the
keepers to become as dead men: knowing as they did that any violation of the seal upon that stone would be visited on them with the
extreme of punishment, they had yet no power to resist; they fell
prostrate, rendered senseless by terror; and no marvel, seeing what
was the aspect of the angel. Our foolish and improper habit of using
the most hyperbolical comparisons on ordinary occasions deprives
Scripture of much of its due force; and when we read that the angel's
countenance was like lightning, we do not perhaps recall one of those
terrific flashes or blazes of. electric fire, from which the boldest IS constrained to avert his eyes; and add it to the highest possible expression of intellectual power. We do not even try to render that small
amount of justice which our imperfect faculties would enable us to
yield to the might and majesty of an angelic envoy from Him Who
maketh His ministers a flame of fire. And we may well believe that
the triumphant joy, the holy indignation of the angel who came to
open the Lord's sepulchre, would shine forth from his countenance
with a most heavenly radiance. The miserable children of the dust
had so far been allowed to work their wicked will, and Satan, utterly
crushed as his head now was through the assumption of all power,
both in heaven and earth, by his almighty Conqueror, had still with
his inferior spirits an hour during which they could boast that their
conquest over vile man had laid the Lord of Life in the grave. Very
short, and fearfully embittered was that season of hellish exultation, but
it was· enough to rouse the keenest emotions in the breast of a celes-

284

The Gospel Magazine

tial spirit; and we may be assured that when the longed-for command
was given, and the waiting angel sped his way to the garden of J oseph,
the poor wretched soldiers of Rome engaged but little of his attention.
fixed as it must have been on the baffling of the malice of Satan.
Not against the miserable sinners of earth, the poor heathen slaves
who occupied an assigned post at the sepulchre, did the lightning of
his countenance flash forth; but against those hostile legions who
had wrought so much 'woe; against him who having had the power
of death, was now virtually destroyed by the dying of the Lord Jesus.
Although only one angel is named as having executed this commission,
we know that many were present. No mortal was found worthy to
witness that greatest event that Creation ever viewed-the rising
of the Son of God from the tomb; but" seen of angels" it unquestion'ably was; and they seem to have become visible under different
circumstances, singly or not, to the individuals who came to the
sepulchre. Thus we find that the angel who in the sight of the keepers
sat upon the stone which he had just rolled away, was not found there
by the women, but, finding the stone rolled away" and entering into
t,he sepulchre, they !'&w a young man sitting on the right side, clothed
in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith
unto them, Be not affrighted : Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, Which was
crucified: He is risen; He is not here: behold the place where they
laid Him. But go your way, tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth
before you into Galilee : there shall ye see Him, as He said unto you"
(Mark xvi. 5--7). Here we read of no lightning, nothing to terrify:
the angel's aspect is that of a young man, and his words full of gentleness and peace. He speaks as one intimately acquainted with all
that so thrillingly intere'lted them; he refers to what had been spoken
to them by their Lord; and Peter, whose heart was still writhing
under the conscious guilt of his denial, is particularly named, to assure
him of his still being included among the beloved followers of the
Lord.
Again, when Mary Magdalen was there alone, indulging her grief,
" as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, and
seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other
at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto
her, Woman, why weepest thou ~ She saith unto them, Because
they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid
Him" (John xx. 11-13). It seems as though the angel, knowing
how often our Lord had spoken of His resurrection from the dead,
marvelled how anyone who loved Him could weep at the evident
fulfilment of that glorious prediction.
During the forty days of our Lord's further continuance on earth,
we may be assured that He was still" seen of angels," who surrounded
His path, adoring Him, ministering unto Him, and eagerly looking
forward to the moment when they should escort Him to His throne
above, with the rejoicing song, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall come in."
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PERSEVERANCE.
BALAK sent word to Balaam, " Let nothing, I pray the~, hinder thee
from coming unto me." And nothing did hinder him. The diJ:ect
co=and of God that he was not to accompany the men; the perfect
knowledge that he was going to curse the favolirites of Heaven, thus
defying Him in Whose hand was his life; the appearance and message
of an armed angel; the reproof and resistance of the ass: all were withstood; and left to his own nature and desires, and goaded on by the
enemy of God and man, he urged his way, and pressed forward to the
end for the reward of iniquity and the wages of unrighteousness. What
a picture of human nature in the hopeless service of evil! What a
world it would be if God, Whose mercy is over all His works, removed
His restraining power, and abandoned the human race to their own
devices.
Christ said to those whom He addressed, "Come unto Me," and
nothing that flesh and hell can interpose to prevent and to interrupt
the journey, can hinder its accomplishment or forbid the promised rest
-the righteous reward of grace in Him. How many and varied and
continual the difficulties in the way are, and will be, He knows Who
speaks to the labouring and heavy laden. Many have received the
Kingly command, and prosecute their way for a long while without
knowing that Himself is with them, without knowing that though they
seem to grope in darkness they are walking with "holden eyes" in
the light of the Lord. ContinuaJ]y discouraged, they press on, Satan
grudging and resisting every step, a condemning fearful heart sinking
and fainting, but neither able to boast of the least success in defeating
His will Who said, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me."
It is no surprise to Christ,-for He is One with the Father,-when the
Holy Spirit brings to Him some poor, ignorant creature to be made a
follower of the Lamb. He will not fail nor be discouraged at the sin
and darkness that inevitably accompany the recipient of His caJ]. He
will not flag nor grow weary with aJ] the burdens and crosses and complaints and distresses of His dear companions. He will in no wise cast
out either the persons, the confessions, or the confidences of any in
whom the drawing of the Father has awakened an unquenchable love
and a precious faith.
Disappointment, defeat, and ultimate death waited for the prophet
in his undaunted course of presumption. Blessed and happy was her
lot who, trembling and fearing-fearing God and fearing man-pressed
through the crowd in the strength of God-given weakness, and reached
the Lord. She reached Him that day, as she has reached Him again
since. Again has she fallen down at His feet, and this time in neverending health and cure she has entered into peace.
FOLLOWER-ON.
HEART-WORK is God's work.
Great Heart-Breaker.-Dyer.

The Great Heart-Maker must be the
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THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 10-12.

By THE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETrON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.

\

(Continued from page 187.)

REMEMBER, reader, that the spo!'taneous flow of all that is good out
of the new heart is impeded by the flesh, in which no good thing dwelleth
-hence the conflict-hence the need of the Spirit of God calling forth
into exercise His own graces-hence the daily prayer which shows the
dependence on the Strong for strength, and utterly repudiates the ide~
of God giving His children a stock in hand, by means of which they
would soon grow independent-and hence also their frequent falls
being among the all things which work together {or their good; by
which they learn that the great secret of overcoming is not creature
strength, or creature resolution, but by means of " the blood of the
Lamb" (Rev. :>,.-ii. 11). Never, reader, shall we cry so earnestly, " Let
me not wander," as when we know the most of our own weakness; and
never shall we know our own weakness till taught by God's Spirit;
and when thus taught we shall never desire to continue in sin that
grace may abound; 50 that the secret of Gospel diligence is Gospel
teaching; and the doctrines of grace received into the heart are not
the doctrines that lead to licentiousness, but to prayer and diligence in
the things of God, even to such a prayer as that of the Psalmist, manifesting as it does the tenderness of. his conscience-" Cause me not to
wander." Compare. Isaiah lix. 8-10. For the meaning of "commandments," see note on verse 6.
But the maintaining purity of life is not only connected with hearty
seeking, but with diligent treasuring up of the oracles of God-" In my
heart hat'e I hid Thy sayings." Here is the Word of God not only in the
house, but in the memory and in the heart; and hidden there, not for
concealment, but preservation. "The Word of the Lord was precious
in those days," and that not only as regards the promises, but the
precepts likewise; and here, as in verse 67, it wonld seem especially to
refer to the latter. To set such store by God's revelation is to be safe
in the midst of danger, to have light in the midst of darkness, and to be
in health in the midst of sickness. Yea, reader, it is God's antidote
for the poison of the day. Happy souls that can thus view it, and so
are kept from falling into sin with respect to Hio:>. See 2 Cor. vii. 1.
Verse 12. "Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord "-in Thyself, in Thy nature,
and in Thy perfections; "teach me Thy statutes." The believer in
Jesus is ever a learner, and knows that none teacheth like God; hence
the cry, Psa. xxv. 5. The strong feeling exhibited in the doxology of
this verse forms as it were a basis for the petition in the last clause.
Seeing that Thou art the blessed God, look upon me with Thy blessing,
and teach me to know and do Thy will. See Psa. cxliii. 10.
(To be continued.)
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qtOttef.1pOUlJmce.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-We are still busily engaged in the Gospel work for our
Soldiers and Sailors in very many centres at home, and with the fleet,
and at the front, and we have many applications for Testaments and
books from Workers in all parts, and we feel we must do all we can to
provide our defenders with the Word of God and Christian literature.
Great movements of troops are being made, and the appeals from
Workers must be responded to.
.
One writes: "The troops keep pouring in and out of this town by
thousands. The whole camp has emptied out to-day, and filled in
again already. I would be glad to have some more Testaments.
People should be here to see how short a way books go."
A Worker on the Plain writes: "Thank you very much for the
parcel of literature to hand. I shall find them very useful in my work
amongst the soldiers, and trust many may be blessed through reading
some of the Gospel books."
Another writes: "I wish to thank you most heartily for your very
kind gift for the soldiers, in whom I take the deepest interest. I should
like some Hymn Books for the men. I notice that whenever my
daughter goes to the piano, and plays a good old hymn, like' Come,
let us join our cheerful songs,' two 01' three of the men, who have
most likely left Godly homes, are immediately drawn there, and that
is the time I feel the truth of what the dear Lord said, ' Where two or
three are gathered together in My Name, there .am I in the midst of
them.' I want to get the others to join in."
A friend has sent some bound volumes of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and it is hoped that other kind readers will follow her good example.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD,
BRISTOL, March, 1916.
THE Tree of Life, Jesus Christ, hath a refreshing shade to the weary,
scorched traveller, and He hath fruit for the hungry soul. Sit down
under His shadow, eat of His fruit, and you must find it sweet to your
taste.-Traill.
THE life of the tree is in the root: Jesus Christ is the root of the
righteous; and as the life of the root is diffused into all the branches,
so Jesus Christ, dwelling in the heart, quickens, enlightens, and enlivens
the soul. It is not so much the believer's life, as Christ's living in him,
which produceth all the acts of spiritual life.-Pierce.
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CHURCH-HEADSHIP,

By THE LATE REV. WILLIAM FRITH, F.R.G.S.
" The Church, wht<;h is His Body."-EpHESIANS i. 22, 23.
(Continued from page 190.)

MOREOVER, this doctrine of the sole Headship of Christ over His
Church was declared by Himself, Matt. xxiii. 8: "ONE is your
Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren." John xiii. 13: "Ye
call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am." Matt.
x. 25: "If they have called the Master of the house Beelzebub."
Let these suffice: they might be largely augmented.
The same doctrine was also strenuously maintained by the Apostles.
Paul says, "Knowing your Master is in heaven" (Eph. vi. 9). "Ye
also have a Master in heaven" (Col. iv. 1). "There is one Lord, one
faith; one baptism" (Eph. iv. 5). Peter's testimony sustains the
same doctrine (1 Peter ii. 25), "The Shepherd and Bishop of your
souls."
And though we do not rest our faith upon any human authority;
yet it is pleasing to find that this was the doctrine of those who are
called the "Apostolic Fathers," that is, those who immediately
succeeded the Apostles" in the ministry of the Word," during the
first two centuries at least. According to the ecclesiastical historian,
Mosheim, there was not at that time the slightest shadow of the Papal
supremacy, even in its most incipient state. The ministers, or bishops,
were plain, simple-minded men, who, unlike Diotrephes, who desired
"to have the preeminence," were content to be "as brethren," and
to recognize and reciprocate fraternal intercourse, based on recognized
equality.
" During the greater part of this (i.e., second) century, the Christian
Churches were independent of each other; nor were they joined
together by association, confederacy, or any other bonds but those of
charity. Each Christian assembly was a little state, governed by its
own laws, which were either enacted, or at least approved by the
society," thus recognizing, of course, the full supremacy of Christ as
the sole Head of the Church, and ignoring, of course, any such office
as that sustained by the Romish Bishop, Cardinal, or Pope,as ' a lord
over God's heritage.'"
Now there is no doctrine of more vital importance to be maintained
than this, at this present time. It is a fundamental truth, forming
the basis of the great superstructure of Christian doctrines " which
are most surely believed among us," "who hold the mystery of the
faith in a pure conscience," and refuse to rely upon the" traditions of
men."
And this great truth of the full supremacy and sole Headship of
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Christ in His Church runs through the whole of the New Testament
Scriptures, either expressed or fairly implied.
Nor is there the shadow of evidence in the Scripture that there
should be at any future time, subsequent to the times of the Apostles,
anyone Visible Head ·of the Church on earth, such as the Pope of
Rome, or the Patriarch of Constantinople, assumes. This, however, has
been maintained by some sincere interpreters of God's Word (though,
we think, quite mistaken) on the principle of "development." These
interpreters say that it is "implied," or "supposed," though not
expressed; they say the growth of the Church has made it a necessity!
Tills assumption is akin to the" supremacy of Peter." But the very
mention of Peter in this way is altogether without warrant. There
is no evidence, at least, no reliable and satisfactory evidence, to show
that our blessed Lord appointed Illm to be the Visible Head of His
Church during His life on earth. There is no evidence that he ever
assumed it himself: which he would hlwe been justified iu doing,
and bound to have done, had he been so appointed. Nor is there a
line of evidence that anyone of the Apostles ever recognized Ills headship! And there is no sufficient and unquestionable evidence that
the Churches of the first three centuries (at least) ever had the remotest
idea of Peter's supremacy, or the dogma of " Apostolical Succession,"
creating the minister of the Church at Rome a Pope over the other
Churches and ministers!
(To be continued.)
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE Quarterly Record for April is now ready, and will be sent to
any address, post free. It contains a portrait and sketch of the late
Rev. Titus E. Laurie, and a portrait-group of ministers and helpers at
Hastings, with a variety of articles bearing upon our Institution.
The 109th Anniversary will (n.v.) be held on Friday, May 12th, in
Caxton Hall, Caxton Street, Westminster. The Rev. W. Brooke, of
Croydon, .will preach in the afternoon at 3.45. Tea will be provided at
Is. each, and at 6 o'clock John F. W. Deacon, Esq., D.L., J.P., will
preside over the Meeting, supported by the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes,
M.A., and Messrs. F. A. Bevan, D.L., J.P., A. Hayles, A. G. Blackman, John Piggott, J.P., and M. Shelbourn. Will our friends kindly
make a note of the date, so that the Committee may be favoured with
a large attendance 1
On Thursday, June 8th, the South London Sale of Work will be
held, by kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. McCarthy, in the garden of
33, De Crespigny Park, Denmark Hill. Mrs. Shelbourn will open the
Sale at 3 o'clock. The Lady Visitors of our Hornsey Rise Home are
also arranging for their Annual Sale on Friday, July 7th. Gifts of
work, especially useful articles, will be gratefully received for these
Sales, both of which are helps indeed.
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A Drawing-Room Meeting has recently been held at the residence
of Mrs. James Jones, at Bickley. Mr. H. T. McCarthy presided, and
addresses were given by the Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes, M.A., and the
Rev. G. H. Pole, M.A., and by Mr. W. J. E. Chambers, and the Secretary. An excellent collection was made, and lucal interest awakened.
Similar meetings elsewhere would be of real benefit in these days of
stress. A hearty vote of thanks was passed to the kind hostess, one
of the most valued of the Society's friends. The Secretary has visited
Potton, Richmond, Watford, Brentford, Walworth, and Grove Chapel,
Camberwell, in the interests of the Society.
A warm-hearted and faithful friend, Mr. Edward Tanner, of Winchester, has passed away, aged 81. For many years he acted as our
Hon. Local Secretary, and was instrumental in founding the Aged
Pilgrims' Home in that ancient city. His beautiful Christian character
endeared him to his large circle of friends who mourn his loss. The
funeral service was held in Christ Church, Winchester.
One thousand three hundred and seventy-two pensioners are upon
the books, and the expenditure in pensions is much more than the
regular income. The pensions are paid, as far as possible, through the
agency of Christian friends, whose fellowship in this service is the keynote, so that there is no room for stiffness or formality. Of a pensioner,
a lady writes: "I went to see her a few days ago, and found her, if
possible, more grateful than ever for her many mercies, and for the
certainty of her pension. She lives alone, in the same cottage which
has been her home for 35 years."
William Tyndale's prologue to the first edition of the New Testament in English contains this golden sentence of admonition to all
grace-taught people.: "For we have not received the gifts of God for
ourselves only, or for to hide them; but to bestow them unto the
honouring of God and Christ, and edifying of the congregation, which
is the body of Christ."
======
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SIGNS OF THE APPROACHING END OF THE AGE. By the REV. ROBERT
R. NEILL, M.A. Price Id., postage id. (MESSRS. BURCHILL &
CO., 33, Grand Parade, Cork.)
This pamphlet comprises a paper read by' Mr. Neill at a Clerical
Meeting, and is based entirely on the signs given in Holy Scripture as
immediately to precede the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
These are divided by the Author under three heads: (1) The Jewish
signs; (2) The political signs; (3) The spiritual signs, while a fourth
is mentioned. This momentous subject is treated of in a thoughtful,
simple, Scriptural manner, and the Author concludes with a few
weighty, heart-searching questions arising from the apparently
unquestionable correspondence between the facts and events of the
present day and the signs Divinely given to us, to which we do well to
take heed.

