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Who comfortetb us in all our tribulation, that we mar be able to comfort them whicll a.re in allY
trouble, by the oomfort wherewith we onrseh'ea are comforted of God."-~ COR. i. 4.

OUR LORD'S TEACHING ON THE

ATONEMENT.

" The Son of Man came not to be mini~tel'ed ~tnto, but to minister,
and to give His life (t ransOln for rnany."--jl.IATT. :a. 28.

Tms is one of many utterances of our LORD in which He makcs
reference to the great fOlUldation tmth of the atonement. That
truth relates to the nature and design of His sufferings and death.
It refers to that great work of His by which He secured salvation
and eternal glory for all His people. It is a truth which was set
forth in the sacrificial types of the Old Testament. It was probabl.v
enunciated in the Garden of Eden to our first parents when the'
LORD GOD made coats of skin wherewith to clothe them. The
animals slain for this purpose were probably slain for sacrifices,
and the great tmth that "Without shedding of blood is no
remission" was probably then made known to our fallen parents.
This truth-was doubtless transmitted to Abel, and hence by faith
he offered unto GOD a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. The
sacrificial altars erected by Abraham bear witness to the same tmt.h.
The sacrifices of the law, especially those offered on the day of
atonement, all taught that" it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the souL" The Epistles of the New Testa.ment plainly
teach that we have redemption through CHRIST'S blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of Divine grace. He
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died for our sins according to the Scriptures. But what does our
LORD Himself say about this great and blessed truth ~ .That is
the question we propose to endeavour to answer in this article.
It is wonderful how much teaching on the great truths of the
Gospel is found in the recorded utterances of Him Who spake as
never man spake.
1. Our LORD taught that His death was the outcome 0/ 0 Divine
1Jurpose.
"The Son of man came . . . to give His life." He came on
purpose to die. He did not die by accident. Nor did He die
because man desired to put Him to death. It ,,-as His intention
to die. It" pleased the LORD to bruise Him." The cup of penal
suffering which He drank was put into His hand by His FATHER_
He said, "The cup which My FATHER hath given Me, shall I not
drink it 1" His death was Divinely arranged. He was "delivered by the determinate counsel and fore-knowledge of GOD."
His people were redeemed by the precious blood of CHRIST, as of
a lamb without blemish and \vithout spot: "Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world." Others die because
they cannot help it. Accident, disease, persecution, ,mr, famine,
or martyrdom brings their earthly existence to an end. But
CHRIST'S atoning death was a purely voluntary act. Speaking of
His life He said, " No man taketh it from Me. but I lay it down of
Myself. I have power to lay it down, andl have power to take it
again. This commandment have 1 received of ~Iy FATHER"
(John x. 18).
The FATHER, out of pure love to His people, wholly UJunerited
by them, sent His SON to be the propitiation for their sins. The
SON loved the Church and gave Himself for her. Not the mere
malice of Satan, nor the wickedness of men, caused His death;
but He, the Surety of the Eternal Covenant, in order to perform
His covenant engagements for the salva.tion of His people. willingl.,and voluntarily, designedly and on plJrpose, laid down His life
for them. He," Whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting,". came, and became flesh that He might give His life
a ransom for many. Dear believing reader, the triune JEHOVAH
out of love to thee purposely arranged that Another should suffer
in thy stea.d that thou mightest be saved in the LORD with an
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everlasting salvation. We need not be surprised that the HOLY
ONE should die, for He Himself said, "Ought not CHRIST to have
suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? " (Luke xxiv. 2G).
2. He taught that His dealh was redeeming in its charaete·r.
Why did He thus intentionally die? It was to ransom His
people from the penalty of their sins. He came" to give His life
a ransom for many." Justice demanded the death of sinners. To
deliver them from death He paid the ransom price of His Own
blood. "CHRIST hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us " (Gal. iii. i3).
" He to rescue me from danger
interposed His precious bloo,1."
Blessed indeed are they who are numbered amongst His redeemed family. Such are delivered from the wrath to come,
separated from the world, children of GOD and heirs of glory.
3. He taught that His death was s-ubstitution(£j'Y in its character.
He came to give His life a ransom instead 0/ many. He died in
the room, in the stead of, in the place of, His people. "For the
transgression of My people was He stricken." Hence, when
awakened and taught by the SPIRIT they say: "He was wounded
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His st.ripes we
are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray" (the confession
of awakened sinners) ; "we have turned everyone to His own way;
and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah
liii. 5, G, 8). 0 the blessed comfort of knowing Him as our substitute !
"From whence this fear and unbelief 1
Hath not the FATHER put to grief
His spotless SON for me 1
And. will the righteous Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin,
Which, LORD, was charged on 'fhee 1
" If my discharge Thou hast procured,

And freely in my room endured
The whole of wrath Divine:
Payment GOD cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."-Toplady.

•

148

The Gospel Magazine

This great truth that CHRIST is the Substitute of His people is
the grand ground of assurance. It was this truth which was in
the Apostle's mind when he said, " Who shall lay anything to the
charge of GOD'S elect? It is GOD that justifieth. Who i$ he that
wndemneth? It is CHRIST that died" (Rom. viii. 33, 34). If He
were condemned in my stead, there is no condemnation for me.
Take away the substitutionary character of His death and there is
no certaint.v of the salvation of any-nay, there is no salvation at
all. Let us hold fast to this blessed and Scriptural tmth.
4. He taught that His death was a Covenant transaction.
On the night of His betrayal He took the cup into His hand and
said, " This is My blood of the New Testament (Covenant), which
is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28). His
blood is the blood of the New or everlasting Covenant. See Heb.
xiii. 20. There are two great covenants-that of works and that
of grace. Under the old covenant there was no pardon and no
power. "It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins." Those sacrifices" can never take away
sins" (Heb. x. 4, 11). But the new Covenant promises forgiveness.
The Divine Covenanter says, "Their sins and their iniquities will
I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12). How can He fulfil this
promise, seeing that" without shedding of blood is no remission" ?
The answer is that the LORD JESUS is the Divine Surety of the
Covenant, and to secure all its blessings He shed His blood for the
remission of sins. There is no remission apart from the shedding
of blood, but there is no more offering for sin where remission is
bestowed.
5. He taught that His death was special in its design.
He said, "I lay down My life for My sheep" (John x. 15). Just
as the High Priest in Old Testament times made an atonement for
the people of Israel, so our great High Priest made an atonement
for all the Israel of GOD. This is wbat the Apostle Paul teaches
when he speaks of "the Church of GOD, which He hath purchased
with His own blood" (Acts xx. 28). CHRIST also loved the Church,
and gave Himself for it " (Eph. v. 25). If we have passed through
the same spiritual experience as the Apostle Paul passed through,
we can say, "He loved me and gave Himself for me" (Gal
ii. 20).
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6. He taught that His death was a finished work.
" It is finished," He said, " And He bowed His head, and gave
up the ghost" (John xix. 30). By His death He exhausted the
penalty of sin in the place of His people, and therefore accomplished
the work of redemption. "He hath redeemed us." He hath
obtained eternal redemption. There can be no repetition of the
offering. "Once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." He was "once offered."
There is no need of a repetition of His offering, " For by one offering
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (see Heb.
ix. 26, 28; x. 14).
7. Lastly, He taught that His death would be f!fficacious in its
results.
" I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me "
(John xii. 32). He would as a result of His death draw all men,
without distinction of class, or of race, unto Him. A great multitude out of all nations would be washed and made white in His
blood. The corn of wheat which falls into the ground and dies
beareth much fruit. . So CHRIST, having died, "shall see of the
travail of His soul and be satisfied." Thank God for His atoning
blood, and for the blessed results which follow His offering of
Himself.
" There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from EMMANUEL'S veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.
" The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there have I, though vile as he,
Washed all my sins away!
" Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power
'Till all the ransomed Church of GOD
Be saved to sin no more."-W,:lliam Cowper.
Dear reader, hast thou an interest in CHRIST'S atoning blood
Hast thou been cleansed in this Fountain ~
The Vicarage, Whitington,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

-.' .

THE EDITOR.
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SAVING GRACE.
" But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Chri5t ire
shall be saved."-ACTs xv. 1l.

HERE we have a most important article of faith, an article which
teachcs that salvation is through the grace of our LOl'd Jesus Christ.
This article wa6 put forth by the Apostle Peter at a Conference in
Jerusalem. Certain men of the sect of the Pharisees who believed
had been teaching the necessity of circumcision and obedience to
the law of Moses in order to be saved. They had said to Gentile
converts, "Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses,
ye cannot he saved." The law in reference to circumcision and
t,he whole of the cel'emonial and moral law must be observed, or
they could not be saved. They were virtually teaching that the
blood and righteousness of Christ were not sufficient. There must
be added to His merits works wrought by ourselves, else we would
be excluded from salvation. This doctrine was a nullification of
the doctrine of salvation by grace. When some of these false
teachers came down from J udrea to Antioch, "Paul and Bal'llabas
had no small dissension and disputation "tith them." They
earnestly contended against this false teaching. They knew that
if salvation is " by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise
grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more
grace: otherwise work is no more work" (Rom. xi. 6). So strongly
did they and others feel on this vital matter that it was " determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should
go up t.o Jerusalem unto the apost.les and elders about this question." Accordingly a Conference was held, and the whole subject
was threshed out. The decision of the Conference under the
guidance of the Holy Ghost was wh9,lIy against t.his doctrine of
salvation by human merit, and those who taught it were charged
with being guilty of "subverting" the souls of the disciples. It
was during the course of the debate that Peter rose up and made
the declaration quoted above. "We believe," he said, "that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we (Jews) shall be saved
even as they (the Gentiles)." All the saved are saved through

The Gospel Magazine

151

grace alone, " circumcision being to the Jew no advantage, and the
want of it to the Gentile no loss, in the matter of salvation; for
the grace of the Lord Jesus must do all for both, and the same for
each." There is but one way of salvation, and that is by the free,
unmerited, rich, sovereign, distinguishing, and special grace of God.
" By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should boast.
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them" (Eph. ii. 8--10). Good works have their place but they do
not justify. We are "justified freely by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 24). Salvation from
first to last is wholly and entirely of grace.
" Grace first inscribed my name
In God's eternal book:
'Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb,
Who all my sorrows took.
" Grace taught my soul to pray,
And pardoning love to know;
'Twas grace that kept me to this day,
And will not let me go.
" Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days:
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise! "
This great truth needs to be emphasized to-day. The Gospel is
"the Gospel of the grace of God." We fail to preach the Gospel if
we do not preach salvation by grace. The doctrine that men are
saved because they lay dOlvn their lives for their country is wholly
contrary to the express teaching of Scripture. "We conclude that
a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom.
iii.28),
The word " grace" is very often associated with God the Father.
Here in the words of Peter it is associated with God the Son. Let
us therefore think of salvation through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
1. The. grace by which He saves is ete-rnal gmce.
Salvation by grace is an ancient doctrine. Those who have
experienced it are taught to say, " God hath saved us, and called
us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according
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to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). The grace which saves was
deposited in Christ Jesus for the benefit of His people before the
\yorld began. He undertook to be the channel of saving grace to
His people before the world was called into being. The unmerited
favour and love of the Lord Jesus Christ by which He saves His
people was in His mind from eternity. He thought about His
people with pity, compassion, and grace before they were created.
He had them in mind and wrote their names in His book of life
before the etars began to shine. This great truth lies at the foundation of all the manifestations of His grace in time and in the eternal
future. Let us take comfort from this great fact that He had
gracious thoughts concerning us before we had any being. No
twentieth century teachers can alter His ancient and eternal plan
to save His people by His grace. The salvation of the Church of
Gud is the outcome of God's eternal purpose and grace given in
Christ Jesus. It is a sweet, precious, and comforting truth that the
great Bridegroom of the Church has loved her with an everlasting
101'e.
2. The grace by which He saves is condescending and redeeming
graee.
Grace is bestowed through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
Having arranged to save His people by His grace He condescended
to take upon Himself the form of a servant, and to be made in the
likeness of men, and then to humble Himself still further and become obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. The remission of the sins of God's people is according to the riches of His
grace, but without the shedding of the Redeemer's blood is no
remission. Accordingly, as the Divine Surety of His people He
came down from heaven and laid down His life as their holy Substitute, bearing all the penalty which they righteously deserved, and
thus He secured for them complete and eternal forgiveness, and
deliverance from the wrath to come. Grace brought salvation unto
them. " Ye know the grace of our Lord J eS\lS Christ, that though
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through
His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9).
3. The grace by which He saves is revealed grace.
"The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by
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Jesus Christ." Grace was poured into His lips, and the gracious
purposes of the Triune J ehovah were revealed, declared, and
spoken by Him. What a revelation of grace was the portion of
Scripture which He read in the synagogue at Nazareth! "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to
preach the Gospel to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord." No wonder that it should be
recorded of His hearers that " all bare Him witness, and wondered
at the words of grace which proceeded out of His mouth " (Luke
iv. 18, 19,22). Those who have ears to hear are cheered, comforted, and blessed by such revelations of His grace. They hear
Him say, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest," and they are able to say,
" I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad:
I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad."

o dear reader, is this your experience ~

Are you amongst those
who hear His voice which speaks of free, rich, and abounding grace
to the chief of sinners ~ Grace caused Him to announce that He
came not to be ministered unto but to minister, and to give His life
a ransom for many.
4. The grace by which He saves is converting grace.
The great apostle to the Gentiles bears testimony to this. He
had been " a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious." But
he obtained mercy. "The grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus" (I Tim. i. 13, 14).
It was to that grace that he attributed his conversion. Through
that grace His Lord had shown forth all longsuffering to him " for
a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on Him to life
everlasting." If you are saved you owe it to His abundant grace.
" Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound."
" Oh, had He not pitied the state you were in,
Your bosoms His love had ne'er felt;
You all would have lived, would have died too in sin,
And sWlk with the load of Yom' guilt."
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5. The grace by which He saves is npholding and all-sufficient
grace.

He upholds and strengthens His people in their trials. If thorns
in the flesh are not removed He says to His people, "My grace is
sufficient for thee." It is His upholding grace which enables His
servants on the field of battle to face peril and death with cheerful·
ness and confidence. One such wrote only three days before he
was Irilled in action, " How different it is for us to whom the future
(after the soul is separated from the body) is known, and who can
therefore rest in the Lord without fear and take joyfully and hap·
pily whatever He sends! Life should be all joy, when we know
that Jesus is ours, and that nothing can separate us from His love,
and that all things work together for good to them that love Him."*
His grace upholds and fortifies in spiritual conflict. His people
are strengthened in the grace that is in Him, and are enabled to
stand against the wiles of the devil.
" From His abounding gracc
I daily draw supplies;
Grace is the never-ceasing spring
Of all my sacred joys."
6. Lastly, the grace by which He saves is glorifying grace.
Grace redeemed, graee keeps, and grace glorifies. Like its
Divine Source, grace is, grace wa,s, and grace is to come. There is
more grace in store for His grace-saved people. "Be sober," says
the Apostle Peter, " and hope to the end for the g'race that is to be
brought nnto yott at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (I Peter i. 13).
Ycs, glorifying grace shall be our portion. We shall appear with
Him in glory. We shall behold His glory. We shall be glorified
together with Him. All the resurrection and everlasting blessedness of His people will be due to His grace. Well may His redeemed
people say, "Unto Him that loved us, and \tashed us from our
sins in His own blood . . . to Him be glory and dominion for ever
an d ever. "
THE EDITOR.

The Yicarage, Whitington,
Stoke Fem), Norfolk.

*

Private Herbert Hougbton.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" These all continued with one accord in prayer and SU.plJlication. with
the wcnnen and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren."ACTS i. H.
" And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 'IV"re all with one
accord in one place."-Chap. ii. 1.

THIS is a Lukean word. It occurs many times in the Acts of the
Apostles. We have it (apart from our text) connected with the
worship of the early church in chapter ii. 46, where we read: "And
they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple and breaking
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and
singleness of heart, praising God and having favour with all the people.
And the Lord added to the Church daily, such as should be saved."
We get it again in the rehearsal of the persecuted and tlll'eatened
apostles, Peter and John, who, when they were" let go, went to their
own company and reported all that the chief priests and elders had
said unto them. And when they heard that, they lifted up their
voice to God tC1:th one accord and said, Lord, Thou art God, which
hast made heaven and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is "
(chap. iv. 24). Then in the following chapter we read how many of
the people which "were with one accord in Solomon's porch," seeing
and hearing of the signs and wonders wrot\ght by the apostles, were
brought down by godly fear, and" believers were the more added to
the Lord "-they were in the place of blessing! (chap. v. 12). Again
we find the word in connection with the unanimous persecution and
martyrdom of the beloved Stephen as his enemies " gnashed on him
with their teeth . . . cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their
ears, and ran upon him with one accord and cast him out of the city
and stoned him" (chap. vii. 54-58). Whilst in glad contrast in the
following chapter we read how when Philip went down" and preached
Christ" unto the Samaritans, "the people with one accord gave heed
unto those things which Philip spake" (chap. viii. 6). And of that
"iron gate" of Peter's prison "which opened of his own accord"
we have been recently writing. It occurs too in connection with the
address of the apostle James, who declared how they had been of one
mind "and assembled with one accord" as they consulted together
over church matters and decided" to send chosen men unto you with
our beloved Barnabas and Paul" (chap. xv. 25). And as truly as
the early Church desired to live and act "with one accord," so surely
did Satan work in the hearts of their enemies, and stir up " insurrection with one accord against Paul" (chap. xviii. 12, and chap.
xix. 29).
Thus much, beloved reader, have we brought forward the word
enforced in our text to show it is by no means an unimportant one.
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It means joined together in soul and sentiment; the uniting of life
in love and fellowship; and if the children of God live and act thus,
we should see the apostle Paul's desire to the brethren at Philippi
more largely realized in every church. "If there be any consolation
in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any
bowels and mercies'; fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind " (Phil. ii. 1, 2). Now
let us look a little more closely into our text. The brethren with
the women also met with the apostles in an upper room at J erusatem.
They were of "one accord in prayer and supplication" and in "one
place." They were obedient to the exhortation Jesus, their beloved
Uaster, had spoken to them ere He was parted from them and taken
up into heaven, "Tarry ye in Jerusalem till ye be endued with
power from on high." Tarry!-literally, sit down! Was it to do
nothing 1-to fold the arms with indifference in apathy 1 Oh! far
from it! When J esUB had spoken of the vast multitude before Him,
" Make the men to sit down," did that weary, hungry people sit down
with anything short of expectancy 1 They waited to be filled, satisfied, fed! Did the Psalmist mean that he simply sat down and did
nothing because he had lost sight of a sense of his Lord's favour and
blessing 1 He says, "I waited patiently for the Lord." In waiting,
I waited! Ah! therein lies the secret, and therein do we learn the
sweet exercises of both an active and passive faith! It was so with
these early Christians. They were "with one accord" tarrying,
sitting down, by Divine command, but their heart~ were full of longing,
eager expectation. They were waiting for the promise of the Father!
They were waiting for the Promised Spirit and blessing; "another
Comforter Who should abide with them for ever." And they were
not disappointed-" And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there
came a sound from heaven as of a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting." Oh! what a blessed grace
is waiting faith! How well repaid are those who have gone through
its sharp exercises, in the end; in God's end when the vision no longer
tarries; when "deferred" hope at an end, the heart is no longer
" sick" but faith has the thing she desired and it is to her " a tree of
life"! This is what it was to these early Christians, they who were
as of one heart, "one accord," set upon waiting for the blessing. It
is a beautiful word. It is of the mind of the Spirit! He would have
His" little children" more united; to abide in holy, happy union
" With each other and the Lord,
And possess in sweet communion,

Joys which earth can not afford."
Have you, beloved reader, known the joy of fellowship and communion of heart thus 1 Have you realized the fulfilment of the promise,
" If two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they
shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven" 1

,
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Have you enjoyed the added blessing of joying together with a fellow·
believer in answered prayer when you have testified "WE sought
the Lord and He heard us." and hath given us that which we desired
of Him! It was of the mind of the Spirit. and He ever honours Jesus!
Jesus is sure to fulfil His promise to be in their midst. as His own
company, even the two or three gathered together in His Name. He
will not fail them! He will not forsake them!
How blessedly He selected His disciples and sent them forth two
and two-fully qualified; eminently suited and thoroughly and
efficiently furnished to do the work He had appointed them-not
of themselves. but of Him that willed and worked in them. Two
and two! delightful company! hallowed fellowship! sweet accord!
How successfully the work of the Tabernacle was wrought because
the people were willing and of one heart to work. And the same
thought is carried through in the story of the child!'en of Zebulun.
"Of Zebulun. such as went forth to battle, expert in war. with all
instruments of war, fifty thousand. which could keep rank; they were
not of double heart" (1 Chron. xii. 33). The margin sheds morc
light upon this, as it tells us they were" without a heart and a heart."
This is just what the Psalmist saw the evil of. when he mourned over
those who" speak vanity everyone with his neighbour. with flattering
lips and with a double heart do they speak." The margin again gives
the Hebrew rendering... an heart and an heart"! (Psa. xii. 2). So no
wonder David pleaded, "Unite my heart, Lord," make it a fixed. a
whole. an united heart! And Hezekiah the king, we are told.
" wrought that which was good and right and truth before the Lord
his God. And in every work that he began in the service of the house
of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God,
he did it with all his heart, and prospered" (2 Chron. xxxi. 21).
Therein lay the secret of his prosperity, as his God enabled and endued
him. We have yet another instance given of the King of Judah,
when in his dire need and necessity, with the thJ:eatening destmction
by Sennacherib, King of Assyria. "For this cause Hczekiah the king
and the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed and cried to heaven.
And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off the mighty men of valour,
and the leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So
he returned with shame of face to his own land" (2 Chron. xxxii. 21).
There was distress, danger, urgency, and it was according to the
Divine mind and guidance that these two men, the king and the
prophet, should with one accord cry and make their supplication unto
the God of heaven. And did He not hear and answer, to the overthrow of the enemy and the removal of the impending evil! Oh!
it is a sweet and heavenly sight when Christians thus meet and with
inspired desires ma.ke known their requests unto a prayer·hearing,
.pmyer·answering God! Says Stennett :.. Where two or three, with sweet accord,
Obedient to their Sovereign Lord,
Meet to recount Hi. acts of grace,
And offer solemn prayer and praise,
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There, says the Sa.viour, will I bet

Amid this little company;
To them unveil My smiling face,
And shed My glories round the place."
The unity of purpose and fixity of heart is gathered from the type
of the Cherubims upon the mercy-seat. We read how" t.he Cherubims
shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy-seat. with
their wings, and t.heir faces shall look one to another; toward the
mercy-seat shall the faces of the Cherubims be."
Looking intently, with gazing desire upon the mercy-seat; that
sacred lid which covered from view what God had ordained should
be hid therein; even the ten commandments of the law. Sweet type
of Him the True and Only Propitiation; the Mercy-seat Who could
say, "Thy law have I hid in mine heart," and Who fulfilled t.he law
and made it honourable. The same thought is carried through to
Peter's 1st Epistle (i. 12), where he says, "which things the angels
desire to look into." What did the angels desire to see? Into what
were they gazing so intently? Was it not the great mysten- of 10\'0
of God-Incarnate! Kent sings of this.. 0 f"thomless abyss. 0 hidden mystery.
The angels find their bliss, within the same to pry.
Lord, what is man, Thy desperate foe,
rrhat 'rhOll shouldst lm;e aud bless lJim so! "

Oh, my dear readers, may you and I seek more and more the grace
oJ this intentness; this one, this all-absorbing fL"ed desire, even
to know more and more of Jesus and His wondrous lo'e. It is 'yhen
we get away from Him, His Person and His Work and Character. that
unholy divisions and strife come in, and" t.he fine gold" hecomes
dimmed and sinfully t.arnished I The sweet scene of our text suggests
but recent centact with Jesus! Their Lord and Master had been
but a few days before going in and out amongst them. They had,
as His disciples, followed Him, sat at His feet, heard that Voice that
spake as never man spake; seen His wonderful miracles, and received
much of His tender compassion, love, and pity.
His sweet, rare influence was yet warm in their hearts, and thus it
was that they were of "one accord in one place"! But. alas. not
long after Pentecost \\'as this lovely exhibition of the mind o[ the
Lowly and Meek One continued. The early Church soon began to
split, and there were contentions so sharp: hot and angry words. Satan
having got between, was ready upon his vantage ground, and soon
there was but little likeness of Jesus left! "I hear," said the Apostle
Paul of his Corinthian brethren (1 Cor. xi. 18), "that there be divi·
sions (schisms) among you, and I paItly believe it," whilst. to his
Galatian brethren he mourned, " I marvel that ye are so soon removed
from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another Gospel;
which is not another; but there be some that trouble '-ou, and would
pervert the Gospel" (Gal. i. 6, 7).
.
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Let us go back, dear friends, to a happier scene, where on that
Emmaus walk the hearts of two disciples burned as one. "Did not
our heart burn within us as He talked with us by the way?" Yes,
that was the secret! And if you and I desire to live in " one accord,"
we need to seek much grace and more grace, not to wander from
Jesus! To dwell much at Calvary should be our desire, to meditate
upon His Person and 'Work and Character. To" tarry," "sit down,"
and wait upon and for the Meek and Lowly One, and to begin evell
now to enjoy something of that blessed foretaste of heaven in our
souls. Up yonderH

Every knee to Jesus bending,

All the mind in Heaven is one."
There and then "with the Voice" (as one voice), "with the
voice together shall they sing, for they shall see eye to eye when the
Lord shall bring again Zion." May His children even now seek that
happy state; live down minor differences; "in honour prefer one
another," "endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace"; silent as judging a fellow Christian whose one Master's
servants we all are; and remember the exhortation of the great
Apostle: "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault; ye which
are spiritual restore such an one (set that broken joint, literally) in
the spiJ:it of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ."
To the point, there is a sweet story told among the many, and whicl.
is due to the memory of those gracious men and ministers in Ross-shire
of the last century. They truly" adorned the doctrine of God their
Saviour in all things." The grace of the doctrines actuated them,
and the gracious teaching in their pulpits worked in their hearts by
the Holy Spirit was worked out in their daily lives and actions. "And
they loved one another," says the gifted writer. "Their position
being one of greater eminence as church officers than that of mere
'private Christians,' opportunities of sowing discord among them
being all the more manifold because of the peculiar service in which
they were employed, it is quite marvellous how few instances of
unseemly quarrels their enemies can record against them. Sometimes
differences would a,rise, but they were felt by them all as a family
affliction would be felt, in such cases a peacemaker would always be
found. Sometimes his task would be made an easy one. One of
them, hearing of a quarrel between two of his brethren, set off at
once to make peace. Meeting one of the offenders, he asked, 'Is it
true that you and James have quarrelled?' 'Oh, yes, alas! it is
quite true,' was the reply; 'but James is not to be blamed-the
fault is all mine.' 'If I find James,' he remarked, ' in the same state
of mind, I expect very soon to see you at one again.' On reaching
the other he said, ' I am sorry to hear that yon have qnarrelled with
John.' 'Oh, yes,' he replied, 'but it was my hasty temper that did
all the mischief.'
" 'Come with me, then,' said the peacemaker, 'and confess your
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fault to your brother.' He at once agreed to accompany him; and,
no sooner did the separated brethren meet, than they embraced one
another, mutually forgave and were forgiven, and cont,inued ever
after 'in the bond of peace.' "
BrethI'en, beloved in the Lord! there is a happy, safe, and Scriptural
mIe laid down for us! "And the servant of the Lord must not
strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness
instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that
they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are
taken captive by him at his will." May we by grace live according
toiliis!
R.

SermonS) anti

~Otff)

of ,Smnons.

NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED Al' ST, lIfARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE
REV. J .HIES ORMISTON.
•
" Neither pray I for these alone, but /01' then~ also 10hich shall bdie~e
on Me through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou,
Fathe", art in 1111$, a.nd I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us .'
that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me."-JoHN xvii.
20, 21.
DEAR FRIENDS, we return to this green pasture of God's Holy Word
again this week in dependence on the help of the Holy Spirit. These
words stand alone. The Speaker of them is Christ the Wisdcm
of God and the Power of God. Who speaketh like Him 1 None
ever did speak as the Divine Man spoke in His day-none ever spoke
like Him. You notice this chapter consists of twenty-six verses,
every verse belongs to Jesus and only to Jesus, Him first, Him last,
Him midst, and without end. We can say devoutly, "Never man
spake like this Man in His teaching and wiLy." His words are perfect.
We dare not add to what He has spoken, He speaketh with the tongue
of the learned as God esteems learned. Many difficulties men find
in the words of Jesus, and they slight them, But to many the words
are those of the Beloved, none are to be added and none taken away.
Turn to the closing verses of the sixteenth chapter, "Behold, the
hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man
to his own, and shall leave Me alone: and yet I am not alone, because
the Father is with Me." What a prophecy this of the Lord Jesus of
that tenible scene when all forsook Him and fled and only His Father
remained. But His Father did remain, and His Son was satisfied.
These things Jesus spoke in prospect of this. He turned away then
from His disciples and addressed Himself to His Father. He had
these wonderful words tCJ speak (0 His Father in the attitude of prayer.

..
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He gave Himself to these various marvellous petitions which I have
lingered upon in this last period of three weeks. They stretch far
beyond the time they were uttered-into eternity and on and on.
Oh, that we may have a hunger and thirst for these things. Remember
we, it was for us-His people-that He uttered these great and
wonderful words. His disciples only were with Him, and Jesus
shortly after was to be forsaken by all His disciples. The -language
of the Holy Ghost is brief: "Then all the disciples forsook Him,
and fled." It seemed the t.riumph of Satan-a short hour, but his.·
'rhe Lord recognized the power which Satan had had delegated to
him of the Fa.t,her: "This is your hour, and the power of darkness."
The faith of Jesus stood steadfast. He knew Whom He trusted. The
ordeal was yet before Him when He should pass thmugh the bitter
darkness of hell, yet He trusted and hoped still in His Father's mercy
until at last He could say, "It is finished," and bowed His head and
gave up the ghost. "Shall I not drink of that cup 1" It was His
Father's will. Because His love of His people was quenchless and
imperishable He endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, expecting till His
enemies be put under His feet.
For them He prayed particularly who were shortly to forsake Him,
but not for these alone; He took in all His elect people at a glance.
"Thine they were and Thou gavest them Me," and He knew from
whence He had them and to Whom He would return them redeemed
from all the curse in the height and breadth of it. He p1"ayed as
never man prayed, with all His strength and will and mind, and asked
only such things as pleased His Heavenly Father. "Neither pray I
for these alone "-not for the eleven only, but for all beli€vers who
thereafter should believe in Him to the saving of the soul. What
a marvellous prayer this is; there is none like it in the Word
of God, it stands alone; some have well called it" The Holy of
Holies."
" Ai; Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I sent them
also into the world," and these and His messengers through all time
were to preach the Gospel in dependence on the help of the Spirit
Who should bless the Word to the saving of sinners, till at last the
multitude whom no man can number, but whom the Lord numbers,
and He knows them that are His-shall be complete. They are all
the purchase of His life-blood, of His spotless blood, through all time
till the last shall be gathered in. For what does He ask in His prayer 1
" That they all may be one "-no differences between them. '1'hey
are all without any claim, all deserving what He has reserved for
lost souls. Sin is such a sinful thing, and in God's people how sinful.
We are sinners, we are all that-but also we are sinners saved by
grace. Once God says things are thus and thus, we are left without
any excuse or will to have it otherwise. There is so much discord
among the children of God. Jesus found it among His true
disciples when He was on earth. He asked them once what they
Il
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had disputed about by the way. They had quarrelled as to who
should be the greatest. He knows our hearts and our conversation
one with another. How ShOlt we come of dwelling together in the
unity which is so dear in His sight. God so rarely sees it, but it is
good when He does. Let brotherly love continue, let us seek this,
and for ourselves the lowest place, just inside the happy blessed family
of God's children. "That they all may be one," you may think
what energy Jesus put in this prayer, for there was no formality in
His prayer. It was the greatest of all petitions this, and the Father
heard His beloved Son always. "I knew that Thou hearest Me
always." The Holy Spirit gives us a record-such a record-of this
prayer of the Lord Jesus; every petition of it was heard and heeded
by His Father on high. It was recorded and kept, and the Father
has had His eye on it ever since, concerning as it does His saved
people. And though now they come short of this oneness, there will
come a day when they will be one. Dear Rutherford said he would
find Heaven thrice Heaven if he saw there a soul he had been instmmental in bringing to the Lord. A marvellous example, this standard
of oneness, "As Thou Father, alt in Me, and I in Thee, that they also
may be one in Us "-the plural number-perfect unity, perfect
oneness, for ever and ever. '¥hen we compare this with what the
saints al'e to one another now, we long for the time when we shall
love as we are loved, when the former things will come no more into
remembrance. "As Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee, that
they also may be one in Us." How it stimulat-es OUT hope that He
soon will come 'and unite us in perfect oneness, when there will be
no thought in the remotest sense possible to disturb our Heannly
relationship one with another.
"That the ,yorld Illay believe that Thou hast sent Me." I have
spent sOllle time in thinking of this request. Am we to understand
th~ world as thc converted world-the believing world ~ I can not
believe the unconverted world shall believe that the Father sent the
Son to redeem His people because He loved them. But there is a
world so great in number and vast that it is a world in the Father's
sense-" that the world may belie,e "-that is to have the mind of
Goa, not of man, so that it can not be that world that is in opposition
to God. Everv one of us was in the world once, but we have been
redeemed out ~f it at a cost that we can not estimate. The blood
of His dear Son was the redemption price with which we "'ere
purchased; you are" marked with the price you cost" ; every redeemed
sinner is a blood-marked sinner. And the work of calling out these
blood-bought sinners is going on and will continue till it is perfectl:done-soon. Then indeed will Olll' adorable Redeemer rejoice ill
His "one" blood-bought people with joy unspeakable. He ITIll
rejoice over them with joy; He will rest ill His love.
May the Lord add blessing on His Word to-night, for His Holy
N:t1ne's sake. Amen.
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THE KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE SHAKEN.

,

SUBSTANOE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. J. J. BEDDOW, A.K.C.,
PASTOR OF JIREH CHAPEL, LEWES.

" Where/ore we receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God oa;eptably with reverence and
godly /ear."-HEB. xii. 28.

•

IN the preceding verses the Apostle draws a striking contrast between
the things which pertain to this world, and those which have to do
with the life to come. The former he describes as the things which
"may be shaken," and the latter he refers to as the things which
"cannot be shaken." In these days of War and conflict, when" all
the foundations of the earth are out of course," no thoughtful mind
can for a moment doubt the possibility of earthly things being shaken.
What seems little to enter men's minds at all, is the possibility of
there being anything that cannot be shaken. It is this fact to which
the text refers. In the first place we notice that Christ's spiritual
inheritance is
COMPARED TO A KINGDOM.

In the history of the four Evangelists we have early adoption of this
characterization. In the Gospel by St. Matthew we have the two
phrases, the" Kingdom of God," and the" Kingdom of Heaven," or
" the Heavens"; whilst the other three Evangelists uniformly adopt
the former description, viz., The Kingdom of God. The title, " Kingdom of God," seems to intimate the source of the authority and power
by and through which this Kingdom is established. Heaven, being
a place, gives the idea of lowlity, and thus tells of the seat of the Power.
It is distinguished from the" Kingdoms of this world." When the
Lord Jesus Christ was challenged by Pilate, he did not deny that He
was the" King of the Jews," but He said that, as to its character and
origin, His Kingdom" is not of this world": "My Kingdom is not
of this world: if My Kingdom were of this world, then would My
servants fight, that I should not be delivered unto the Jews: but
now-(that is, "as the case really stands)-is My Kingdom not from
hence." Notice the thrice repeated phrase, "My Kingdom." On
another occasion, challenged by the Pharisees as to when this Kingdom
should come, He adopted the description, "The Kingdom of God" ;
but He persisted in representing it as an internal spiritual force,
coming" not with observation," or "outward show." as did merely
worldly empires. "The Kingdom of God," He said, is "within
you," or "among you," requiring spiritual discernment which they
did not possess (see St. Luke xvii. 20, 21). One of the hmdamental
errors of the Papacy, and of all religious systems which make outward
show and pomp a special feature of their operations, is this misconception of the Pharisees, and indeed of the Jews generaUy.
Admission to this Kingdom is by
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NEW BIRTH.

Su our Lord teaches, "Verily, verily I say unto thee, except a man
be born again (margin, "from above"j, he cannot see the Kingdom
of God." "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of
water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and tbat which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. 1I1arvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born aga in "
(John iii. 3-7). A new birth by the Holy Spirit is thus proclaimed,
by the Great Head of this spiritual Kingdom, to be necessary for
obtaining an entrance into that Kingdom. He Himself is the Way
-the only Way-into it, and the Holy Spirit leads the penitent sinner
to Him: "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; no man comet·h
unto the Father but by 1I1e " (John xiv. 6).
Dear l'eadel', " Ye must be born from above."
DELIVERANCE, REDEMP-rION, 'l'RANSFORMATION.

A gracious delivemnce, a wondrous l'edemption, and a joyous trans·
formation follow in the experience et the subjects of this Kingdom.
Associating himself with the" faithful brethren in Christ" at Colosse,
the Apostle Paul thus writes: "Giving thanks unto the Fat,her, Who
hath made us lileet to be partakers of the inheritance of the i:laints
in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the Kingdom of His dear Son: in whom we
have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins"
(Col. i. 12-14).
All this is founded on the eternal love of God through Jesus Christ.
What a theme for thanksgiving! What a precious fulness! (John iii.
16). In similar terms the Apostle described the commission which
he had received from God on behalf of the Gentiles, "l;nto whom
now I send thee, to open their' eyes, and to ttu'n them from darkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receiYe
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me" (Acts xxvi. 17, 18). The Apostle Peter, in
like manner, describes this happy experience as being "called out
of darkness into His (God's) marvellous light" (1 Pet. ii. 9). By
nature we are all in spiritual darkness, and under the power of Satan,
and the consequent dominion of sin. Christ alone cau deli,"r us
from the curse ofa broken Law. He is the only Mediator and Redeemer.
He only can emancipate from the terrible thraldom of sin! That
deliverance He graciously accomplished by His deatb upon the Cross.
Writing to the Christians at Colosse, already refened to, the Apostle
says, "And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven
you all trespasses; blotting out the handwriting of ordinances
that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of
the way, nailing it to His cross" (Col. it. 14). It is thus, and thus
only, that sinners are "delivered {rom the power of darkness." What
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do you and I know of this great deliverance 1 The Epistle of our
text asks the momentous question, " How shall we escape if we neglect
so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord,
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him " (Heb. ii. 3).
This" Great Salvation" has three aspects, viz.; (1) The work of
the Lord Jesus Christ for, and on behalf of, His people; (2) The work
of the Holy Spirit within the heart. The former is wholly in Christ
apart from any merit in us, nay, it was rendered necessary because
of our absolutely lost and undone condition. It is comprehensively
described in Ephes. i. 6. "He hath made us accepted in the Beloved."
It is the gracious office and ministry of the Holy Spirit to witness ill
our hearts, to convince of sin, and to lead penitent sinners to Christ
that they may partake, by actual experience, of the benefits of His
redeeming love. The soul that is thus led will, sooner or later, find
" joy and pe.. .' ce in believing." One who attained this rest and joy
has sweetly written ;" I hear the words of Love,
I gaze upon the blood,
I see the mighty sacrifice,
Aud I have peace with God.
11

'Tis everlasting peace

Sure as Jehovah's Name;
'Tis stable as His steadfast throne,
For evermore t.he same.
" Tho clouds may go and come,
And storulS IDay sweep my sky;
'rhis blood·sealed friendship changes Dot,
The cross is ever nigh.
11

I change, He changes not;
The Christ can never die;
His love, not mine, the resting place,

His truth, not mine. the tie."
The result, as previously affirmed, is a gracious deliverance, the
realization of a wondrous redemption, and the enjoyment of a joyous
spiritual transformation; (3) The third aspect of Salvation will be
consummated by Resurrection, at the return of Christ, in the redemp·
tion of the body ITom death and corruption.
rs IMMOVABLE.
Concerning all those who believe, the text says, "We ,.ecewtng a
Kingdom which ccmnol be moved." The Greek word used includes
the idea that it cannot even" vibrate" or be "agitated." Christ's
Kingdom is an Everlasting Kingdom. So the Apostle Peter described
it when he wrote, " An entrance shall be ministered unto you abund·
antly into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ (2 Pet. i. 11). It is founded upon the indestructible foundation
of C1n'ist Himself; its walls are salvation, and its gates praise.
THIS KINGDOM
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Respecting its subjects He has said, "They shall never perish"
(John x. 28). "God is their refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble." "Therefore," say they, "will not we fear, though the
earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though
the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. There is a river the
streams whereof shall make glad the city of God." The streams of
refreshing grace flow from the smitten Rock to refresh the soul of
every needy sinner who approaches God in the name and merits of
the Lord Jesus Christ, Who, on ·His part, encourages them with the
loving message, "Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast
out. "

The permanent and immovable character of this Kingdom is contrary to the opinion and judgment of the world, as such. Men judge
by outward appearance. It is only as we are t...ught by the Spirit
of God that we are brought to know that "The things which are
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal."
Those things which the mass of mankind have been accustomed to
regard as most stable and enduring are
DESTINED TO BE SHAKEN AND DESTROYED.

As in nature the hardest rock is perishable and perishing, so in
the sphere of human invention. Given time and opportunity, the
destructive implements of man's production prevail against that
which is preventive and preservative. This instability of " all tbings
under the sun " has been shown in many ways in recent years, as in
the case of volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, etc., of which Messina,
St. Vincent, and San Francisco were terrible examples.
In their moral aspect the fairest of eltrthly scenes have often proved
the most ungodly, and sometimes they have reaped severe judgments.
Messina, the" land of sunshine," lost 100,000 in one awful calamity.
Yet men went on in the same godless heedless fashion as before. They
do not build a Tower of Babel nowadays, but they hoard up riches,
and they construct their Titanics and proclaim them unsinkable, and
an iceberg comes along and produces the greatest marine catastrophe
the world had ever known. And who will spea.k with confidence of
the stability and security of any earthly things after the experiences
of the present calamitous War? Monster guns, aeroplanes, Zeppelins,
and submarines have blasted many of the brightest of earthly hopes
and expectations. And yet how few appraise these matters in the
light of Eternity! Is it not worth while, when the greatness and
glory of earthly things recede and fade away so rapidly, to pause and
consider our eternal destiny? We 'are living now in "man's day."
We have seen what man can do by adapting the forces of nature to the
work of devastation. If he can accomplish such havoc when he can
only manipulate that which God created, what will it be when God
Himself "arises to shake terribly the earth"? In the 26th verse
of our context He says, "Yet once more I shake not the earth only
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but also heaven." In 2 Peter iii. 10, we read, "But the day of the
Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt w.ith fervent
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall he hurned up."
And Christ has said, respecting all this, "Heaven and earth shall
pass away, hut ~ly Word shall not pass away." And" Who shall
stand when He appeareth 1 "
These judgments however, will not affect the subjects of
CHRIST'S SPIRITUAL KINGDOM.

They have been brought to experience the blessed fact that for the
penitent sinner" The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth from
all sin," and that in His righteousness they are presented faultless
before His Father in Heaven. They have heen let into the secret
that" The Kingdom of God is not meat and drink " (or" eating and
drinking "j, that is, it does not minister to fleshly gratification, but
that it is "Righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost"
(Rom. xiv. 17). And though whilst in the world they will inevitably
have tribulation, yet they .are enjoined to he of "good cheer," for
the Captain of their Salvation has" overcome thc world." And if,
as at the present time, they live in days which are peculiarly perilous,
gloomy, and distressing, and "change and decay" is the sentence
written on all things around them, they are still exhorted in tones of
"highest promise, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the Kingdom." They have a "treasure in the
heavens that faileth not, where no thief draweth near, neither moth
corrupteth" (Luke xii. 32).
Two typical subjects of this Kingdom, who ended their course with
joy, are referred to in the New Testament. The penitent thief, dying
in the agony of a crucifixion, was, by Sovereign Grace, led to look
to the dying Saviour by his side, and to cry, "Lord, remember me
when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom"! The loving answer he
received is wonderfully encouraging. "Jesus said unto him, 'Verily
I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.' "
The Great Apostle of the Gentiles, who styled himself the chief of
sinners, but who yet claimed" to labour" more abundantly" than all
the rest of the Apostles, looked out from a Roman dungeon (where
he was expecting the sentence of death), with this joyous anticipation.
"For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure
is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course,
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His
appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 6-8). "We love Him because He first loved
us" (1 John iv. 19). How will you and I stand when the call comes,
as it will, to you and to me 1
" Be ye also ready: for in such a·n hour as ye think not, the Son 0/
man wl1leth" (Matt. xxiv. 44).
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"THE GRAVES WERE OPENED."

" For if we believe that J es'us died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring 'oit" Him
Wherefore
comfort one another with these words."-l TRESS. iv. 14 18.

THE subject of the Death and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ
naturally occupies the minds of His believing people at this season.
May the Holy Spirit teach us to profit greatly as we dwell on this
grand and glorious theme. He died that we might live; He rose to
prove His power over death and that man might know two things.
First, that the sacrifice of God the Son was accepted by God the
Father; and secondly, that man himself will rise again. This latter
fact is emphasized in Matt. xxvii. 52. There we read, "Many bodies
of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the groves after His
resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many."
We have the preface to this statement in v. 51. At the time of t·he
crucifixion we learn that" the graves were opened," that is, shaken,
unsealed, made easy of exit. That, but that only, happened on the
first Good Friday. Then on the first E~ster Day that fact received
its sequel and its counterpart. For there is a parenthesis of'time in
the middle of v. 52. The clause, "And the graves were opened,"
concludes Matthew's description of the unnatural phenomena on
Good Friday. But he immediately continues with a description of
the Easter Day scene, evidently to explain why these" graves were
opened" previously. Thus we are dist,inctIy told that it was" after
His resurrection" that these" bodies" "arose," "came out of the
graves," "went into the holy city, and appeared unto many." We
are not told these several facts for nothing. Nor can we conclude
that all "graves were opened "-" many," but not all. Yet we
can gather much from these precious facts as we put them side by
side with other Scriptures. "The stone was rolled away" from His
own sepulchre on the morning when He rose from the dead, but evi,
dently from no other at that time. This fact, with the one that
Matthew gives US here, and another that John recounts at the grave
of Lazaius (John xi. 39....41), suggests its own sequel. Apparently
when the Lord comes again to summon the quick and the dead
believers, only the" graves" of the righteous will be opened, and those
of the unrighteous will remain undisturbed. This will give the world
an ocular proof that some, and only some, from among the dead are
raised; even as they will find that some, and only some, have
vanished from among the living. This is a reasonable conclusion to
draw from Scripture. But there is a deeper lesson underneath it.
We must have personal, individu::L! faith implanted and nurtured
by the Spirit, not only in the death-this will but open the gravebut also in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. This will give
life, and enable the dead to arise, come out, and walk. It is true that
we cannot make too much of a crucified Saviour. But, oh! let us
beware lest we overlook and ignore His resurrection in these Ritualistic
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days. He is not to you and to me to-day a dying Saviour. He is a
living Saviour, seeing He ever liveth! He died for sin once, and it
is a past Sacrifice. And albeit we daily draw our life from His death,
we must never forget that the perfecting of the death depended on
His return to life. On the first Easter Day the Lord Jesus Christ
returned to life, and He has never returned again, and never will,
to death. May we be kept from in any way countenancing the
dangerous doctrine that He can be re-offered by man again and again.
"Now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself." When He did that, He said, "It
is finished." He meant it, and will Dever need to repeat the sacrifice.
'Woe to rebellious man who dares to profess to do repeatedly what
the Saviour says" is finished." It was an all-sufficient sacrifice, an
all-atoning sacrifice, for all the sins of all believers. Let us see to it
that we have a living interest in His dcath and resurrection. And
let us strive to make this precious Saviour known as a living Saviour
to others.
Another thought underlies the passage before us. It was the
"bodies" of these" saints" that" appeared to many," not their
spirits. We have no Scripture warrant for believing that spirits
recognize each other until after the resurrection. Every recognition
recorded is in connection with bodies. The Lord was repeatedly seen
in His resurrection body. Moses and Elias "appeared" as "men,"
e.g., appeared with bodies (Luke ix. 30, 31). Even Dives "in
torments" had" eyes" and voice and" tongue" (Luke xvi. 23, 24),
indicative of a body, when he recognizes Abraham and Lazarus across
the" great gulf fixed." If these various" bodies" could recognize
and know each other, although they had not in some cases met before,
are we not told these things about them for both our learning and our
comfort? May we not learn that after the resurrection, these bodies
of ours will assuredly recognize and know each other again? May
we not draw great comfort from these Scripture statements of facts l
What wonderful and blessed privileges our dear Saviour has secured
for us and ensured to us, by His glorious resurrection from the dead.
How our hearts burn with love to our mighty Redeemer for "His
great love wherewith He loved us." "He loved us and gave Himself
for us." "He was raised again for our justification." But we do
not go farther than the Word of God about any of these" saints" or
"bodies." We are not told that they spoke to anyone-they may
not have done so. Moses and Elias "talked with Him," but not
necessarily with Peter, James, or John. Also seemingly in every case
they vanished as definitely as tbey "appeared." We hear no more
about them.
Let us now gather together what we positively know about the
resurrection body of the Lord Jesus Christ. After He rose from
the dead Hc came and went regardless of walls, "the doors being
shut" (John xx. 19). He" showed Himself" and spoke to those
who loved Him (John xxi. 5, 6). He" blessed" "the bread" "at
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meat" and "gave to them" (Luke xxiv. 30). His own hands
prepared for and ministered to their physical needs (John xxi. 9).
He passed through the clouds and ascended into heaven without
external locomotion (Luke xxiv. 51). But perhaps the most wonderful
thing that we are told about His resurrection body is this: "He said
unto (the disciples), Have ye here any meat? And they gave Him
a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And He took it,
and did eat before them" (Ibid., vv. 41-43). These things too, are
written for our learning. They give us glimpses of the capabilities
of a resurrection body. For they are literal statements of His resurrection body. I press no point, I simply quote the words of SCripture.
But what are they written for if not to give us joyous hope and joyful
anticipation as to our heavenly future state 1 Oh! beloved fellow
pilgrim, how shall He ever fail us here, if even hereafter such wonderful
things are awaiting us? He still does these things for us herecomforts, provides, blesses, draws near, as in those days of old! Then
whl1t is He to us? A crucified Saviour? Yes! but much, much
more than that! He is a risen, an ascended, and a returning Saviour.
He died that He might rise again. He ascended into heaven that
He might come again to call us thither also. For He hl1s promised
to return for His people. "The graves were opened" at His crucifixion-this is past. The graves shall be opened at His coming again
-this is future. "For the hour is coming, in the which all that are
in the graves shl1ll hear His voice, and shall come forth: they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that bave
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." May this soon come
to pass! And may we be so controlled by the Holy Spirit, "that,
when He shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed
before Him at His coming"; but whether quick or dead, we may
"come forth . . . unto the resurrection at lite" (John v. 28, 29;
1 John ii. 28).
Clapton, N.E.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
WITH CHRIST.
THE Home-calls now are very frequent, and the ranks up there are
swelling and down here are thinning. But with Christ in the glory
is far better. So it was with mingled feelings I heard recently of
the opening of the pearly gates for another dear re~.der of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. I write with mingled feelings, for one cannot altogether
selflessly forget the added loneliness here, but I do also rejoice in the
long-desired joy of deaT Mrs. Adshead, of Powis Square, Brighton,
being fulfilled, and in His joy who so loved her. How warmly she
loved this MAGAZINE and its Editors and writers. She often spoke
of it. Also she endeavoured to comfort others "by the comfort
wherewith she herself was comforted of God" in its pages, by lending
it and sending it to distant 1l1nds and by distributing many sound
publications every month.
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I had the privilege of her friendship for about twelve years. She
visited my dear mother and myself in Brighton, charming us with her
Godly conversation, astonishing us with her wonderful memory and
grasp of the whole pith of any book or article she had read. She
attended St. Luke's Church, Prestonville, and was warmly attached
to Mr. Hewitt's ministry. She was ever a lover of the truth, a staunch
Protest-ant, and "contended earnestly for the faith." She was very
hospitable and loved the Lord's people. She said to me on one occasion,
"I do see one mal'k in myself that I am a child of God, and that is
I do love all His people." .. We know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we loved the brethren." Indeed, just to know
that anyone was a lover of Jesus Christ was a sure passport to her
heart. She looked upon all such as members of the One Family in
Christ and members one of another,
One lovable trait that specially drew my love to her was her intense
affection for her deal' father. My own father was so precious to me
that loving reverential daughters have a special attraction. Dear
Mrs. Adshead in some of her delightful conversations told me of her
dear father and his sayings. He was just as much a confidential
friend and spiritual companion as a father. Their walks and talks
together were very fragrant memories. Then later on her dear
husband's sympathy and oneness of spirit with her were very precious.
When they lived in Leicester she was favoured with the ministry of
the Rev. Thomas Owen, vicar of Christ Church, Leicester; during
that period she was a fellow worshipper with Mrs. Osmond (" Mary,"
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE), whom doubtless many readers remember
with deep affection. Later on, when in Brighton, where her dearest
on earth was taken Home, she loved to recall those happy Leicester
days, and often when consulted upon any difficulty would say, "Dear
Mr. Owen always said," etc., so highly did she prize his opinion.
The last six or seven years of her life were years of isolation in some
respects with increasing deafness, so that her much loved attendance
in the house of God was curtailed and at length relinquished. She
never murmured, but cheerfully looked round and counted up her
blessings. Thus she wrote, "I am not strong, cannot heal' the
preaching, so the time at church is a trial, and the doctor says, from
the weakness of my heart and deafness, I ought not to go. Once
such a joy, but I want ever to be grateful to my kind and gracious
God that I can see to read the writings of so many good men who
delighted to exalt Jesus Christ." She said to me on several
occasions that she longed often for some deal' child of God to
come in and have sweet converse on the" things touching the King."
Then she would look up so brightly and say, " But then, I remember
I have my good books, and I will have a little talk from Krause or
Dr. Hawker or some other dear man of God. As I read I feel I hear
them· speaking, and so the time passes very pleasantly and very
profitably."
She was spared to a venerable old age indeed, for she was almost
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ninety-seven when she was called Home. She often referred to her
age, generally closing her letters with the words, " Your very loving
old friend," or "Lovingly the aged friend." She said sometinles,
"I wonder why I am kept here so long when so many are taken
suddenly in early youth or the very prime of life, in the midst of great
activity, but God knows why, and will fulfil His own purposes." Her
brave, bright spirit and loving faith had at times seasons of conflict.
She wrote once, "In the night lying awake I felt very low. I could
not find a te>..1; and I told my kind God, and the words came so sweetly
and consolingly, 'The Father Himself loveth you because you have
loved Me.' I said, ' Yes, I do love Jesus, only so faintly.' Another
time I was fretting at my little faith, and the words came :fI

I

Dream not of faith so clear,

As shuts all doubting out;
Remember how the Devil dared
To tempt e'en Christ to doubt.' .,
Oh, dear reader, we are not alone in our temptations and Spirit
hungerings. Those gone before all knew more or less the storm and
stress.
I1

They wrestled hard as we do now,

With sins, and doubts, and fears,"
dear Mrs. Adshead amongst them, But now she sees face to face
and is satisfied, oh, so satisfied, She wrote ill Dec., 1915 : "Many·
have lessons to learn in old age-most useful, but a trial to find how
little we have learned. Still our God will continue His work t.o t.he
end, and then t.o hear, 'Come, ye blessed of My Father.' You h'llOW
the splendid words. Just a glimpse is very precious. , , , I can read,
and get downstairs, and each day would thank and praise my unchanging Lord and Saviour for His very many favours. I have not the
sharp pain of gout, and want to remember all these merices. In
less than two months I shall be ninety-six, so may I not be very
grateful? I am now reading Dr. Hawker's commentary on the New
Testament the third or fonrth time, and find it precious," She often
mentioned reading Dr. Hawker's commentary. The last time I saw
her, which was in October, 1916, she was still rejoicing in the feast
it afforded her. Christ was very real and very precious to her, and
she was longing for increased nearness and knowledge. He was a
personal Friend to her. In one of her letters a few years ago she thus
expressed herself: "At ninety-one I may be grateful for eyesigh
added to the inestimable gift of hungering and thirsting after righteousness and so being already blessed. The words in the song have been
very much with me, '0, my dove, who art in the clefts of the rock,
let me see thy face,' and then a longing for Him' the chiefest among
ten thousand and altogether lovely.' "
Musing on the sacred converse in her beautiful home when sitting
by her, one is reminded of the lines by B. M, :-
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" We were talking about the King,
And our Elder Brother;

As we were used often to speak,
One to another.
" The Lord standing quietly by,
Iu the sJ",dows dim,
Smiling perhaps in the dark to hear
Our sweet, s,\'eet talk of Him."

In reference to this subject she remarked in one of her letters:
" 'They that feared the Lord slJake often one to another,' and so
blessed for 'the Lord hearkened and heard,' and they also 'that
thought upon His name.' To be His and His jewels,' how lovely.
Yes, as you say, 'it is a comfort that the thoughts and experiences
of the people of God are handed down to us,' and to have the sure
word of our God to be the test. Then eyes to read and a deligllt in
reading, though poor powers of memory lose the lessons so quickly."
Always a note of praise with dear Mrs. Adshead. "He that offereth
pmise glorifieth Me." She did glorify Him in her gentle loving life,
so full of sympathy, and her meek, uncomplaining submission to His
appointment in all things for her, discerning the "bright light in
the clouds." She was very fragile in health the last few yearsheart trouble and- bronchial affections, with cough 80 prevalent with
her. She had a fall a few years ago, and though she recovered
m>1rvellously it evidently was a shock to the system. I don't think
she was ever quite the same afterwards. Friend after friend departed.
Those who were likeminded with her and with whom she had most
intercourse left to be with Him. She was very much concerned about
the terrible war, and the absence of national humiliation and prayer.
She did not share the expectation of many of us who believe in the
speedy appearanQe of the Saviour for our being caught up in the air
to Him. She remarked in one of her letters when writing upon this,
" I believe so many important changes will take place that will require
years to accomplish that I only want to hear the precious words,
, Come ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared.' So
when death comes, to be for ever with my Lord-that is joy-but
I want increasing faith and hope and love."
We talked several times upon the prospect of the stingless death
and the Christ-shared grave. She said once, "I would rather-if it
be His will-not be on earth when He comes. I would rather pass
through death and the grave, for in those is fellowship with Him.
He died and was laid in the gmve "; and her desire is fulfilled. She
will know also the fellowship of His resurrection and of His glory.
She passed away to Him on January 26th. If she had been spared
twenty-two days longer she would have entered the ninety-eighth
year of her age. But she was in the far, far" better" then. Though
she never regained her vitality after an illness in September, her
daughter wrote, yet she was fairly well till ten days before the end,
and during that pel'iod the doctor twice thought she would recover.
Bronchitis and heart failure were the physi<:al causes of death, but
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the Master had come. She heard His call, "Come, ye blessed of My
Father," and she arose and went to Him. So sudden and quiet was
the departure that those around" could hardly believe she had gone
to those glories she had so often spoken of." She was partly unconscious at times, but conscious of His presence, rejoicing in Him, for she
said, "To be with Christ is far better." 1'hose sweet words indicated
her heart's rejoicing even when seemingly unconscious to this world.
I turn to her own tender letter of sympathy when dear Miss Wright
went Home, and read the comforting words which comfort again
concerning her, and now concerning herself too; "You write of your
very dearly loved friend passing away. Yes, she heard the sweet
sentence, 'Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.' This is too wonderful, the
mind is lost in the thought. And you had the loving words to cheer
and comfort you, 'Let not your heart be troubled.' I love the whole
chapter, and have tried to learn it, to think over when lying many
hours awake, but my aged memory too soon forgets. . . . Now' let
not your heart be troubled.' "
No, dear friend, the heart shall rejoice with you in your delightful
welcome Home. She wanted just Himself and His smile and His
approval and His" Come." He was everything to her. In the very
last letter I ever had from her, dated December 19th, in 1916, she
wrote; "What joy and peace to anticipate the glorious ending in
my ninety-seventh year. I love to hear of the ending of those who
are blessed with this precious teaching. . . . I send the sermon. I
liked to test myself with it." The sermon was, "What think ye of
Christ 1 " by Mr. Jarvis. She had marked a passage which I copy.
It expresses so fully her life testimony. "Yet I can say that I think
believingly of Christ; I think adoringly of Christ; I think longingly
of Christ; and I think lovingly of Christ." And now she is with
Christ. She was, as it were, kissed away into everlasting bliss with
Him. On one occasion when I was with her she showed me an
acrostic which had been sent to her by the Rev_ W. Lush in which
there was a reference to 2 Sam. xix. 18; "A ferry-boat to carry over
the king's household." He compared it to death-the death of
believers, and she was greatly interested in and liked the simile. Well,
according to this there went over a ferry boat that 26th of January
to carry over dear Mrs. Adshcad, one of "the King's household."
It took her very swiftly and gently from the shadows of earth to the
presence of the King. where is fulness of joy. She had often said,
" Oh, what will it be, that first sight of Him." She is now on Christ's
other side and beholds Him. Memory will cling lovingly round her
sweet words and gentle gracious ways, her warm welcomes, her lingering, loving good-byes (no more farewells now, only welcomes), her
unswerving fidelity to her Lord and Saviour, her love and sympathy
with all those in Christ Jesus, and her tender glowing face as she
spoke of Him. We wait and watch here, "till He come." Then
together with Christ in the far better for evermore.
NETTlE.
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CHURCH.

THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERUON PREACHED lN SEVINGTON PAR1SH
CHURCH, ASHFORD, KENT, ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH, 1917,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, B.D., RECTOR.

" And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with
manna, which thou knewest not, ne#her did thy fathers know, that
He might make thee know that man dolh not live by bread only, but
by every u'ord that proeeedeth out 0/ the mouth of the Lord doth man
live."-DEuTERoNOMY viii. 3.

IN the context of this Scripture we find that God's people Israel were
called upon to remember His dealings with them dming the past
forty years in the wilderness, and they are reminded of His gracious
purpose, viz., to " humble" them, that they might not trust in "an
arm of flesh," but in the Lord their God, and to "pmve" them, to
maJ:Vfest "whether they would keep His commandments or no."
And then follow the words of my text: "And He humbled thee,
and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know, that He might make thee
know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that
pl'Oceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live."
1. Now, what is the meaning of these words 1 Is it not that God
dealt with His people in the way He did, in order that He might bring
them to depend entirely upon Himself-His Almighty power, His
wonderful providence, His gracious promises 1 And so when, in His
providence, He "suffered them to hunger" in the wilderness, though
they murmured, yet, in His love and mercy towards them He said
unto Moses (Exod. xvi. 4), "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven
for you." Thus, by His Word, which never returns unto Him void
(Isa. Iv. 11), He sustained them. Thus they came to know that
" man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live."
We have other illustrations of this truth in the Holy Scriptures,
e.g.: (a) Moses was with the Lord, in the mount, for forty days and
forty nights, and partook of no food, but was sustained by the power
of God, as we read in the next chapter (Deut. L"{. 9): "When I was
gone up into the mount, to receive the tables of stone, even the tables
of the covenant which the Lord made with you, then I abode in the
mount forty days and forty nights; I neither did eat bread nor drink
water." (b) Elijah was fed in the time of famine by the word of the
Lord: "I have commanded the ravens to feed thee." "I have
commanded a widow woman to sustain thee" (1 Kings xvii. 2-4, 89. (c) When our Lord was tempted of the devil, after he had fasted
forty days and forty nights, the tempter said, "If thou be the Son
of God, command that these stones be made bread." But He answered
and said, "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceecleth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. iv. 1-4).
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I have been led to this text in pondering over the grave condition
of things in our own country, and in other countries of the world,
occasioned by a shortage of food, a scarcity of the necessaries of life,
through the terrible war which is raging, and through the wanton
destruction of food by our enemies' submarines.
Have we not often failed, dear brethren, in heart thankfulness to
Him who all our lives long has supplied us with food day by day,
and year after year? We must all plead gnilty to this, And how
very many, sad to say, had, and still have, no thoughts of thanl-fulness to the Giver of all good, for their daily bread! One of the
characteristics given us of men of the last days is that of being
" unthankful " (2 'rim, iii. 2).
One grieves to think how little looking up to God there is at this
crisis! It is right that every effort should be made to increase the
production of food in our own countr~-, but all "'ill be un,,\'ailin~
apart from God's blessing. It is possible that this year's han-est
might be a very poor one.· "Man doth not live by bread onl" but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord."
Let the people of God betake themselves to their Refuge. The
text brings a message of comfOlt to them. He who provided for
Elijah, can and will provide for their necessities. He is "JehovahJireh." He who furnished a table in the wilderness for Israel, can
and will supply His people's need.
" Day by day tlle manna fell,
Oh I to learn this lesson well ;
Still by constant mercy fed,
Give me, Lord, my dailv bread."

2. Thus far we have considered the text in relation to physical and
t-emporal life. It may be applied to spiritnal and eternal life. The
natural life, the life we live on earth, is sustained day by day by t.he
.food we eat. But this life is not true life. It ends in death. "Dying
thou shalt die" was the original dread sentence pronounced upon
our first parents. But the true life-eternal life-is God's gift through
Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. vi. 23). When Christ, "the Word,"
came into the world, "In Him was life" (John i. 1-4). He is "The
way, and the truth, and the life." The words that He spake ,yere
" spirit" and" life" (John vi. 63), and He said: "I am the bread
of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that believeth
on Me shall never thirst" (John vi. 35), and again (vv. 48-51), "I
am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness
and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven,
that a man may eat thereof and not die. I am the living bread which
came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever: and the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give
for the life of the world."
The word of Christ, received into our hearts by the power of the
Holy Spirit, brings" everlasting life" (John v. 24), and thus" man
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doth not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God."
And we who have heard His voice, still hear it speaking to us in
the Scriptures of truth, and we find the written Word of God to be
our soul's food, revealing to us, by the Spirit's teaching, the heavenly
manna, "the living bread that came down horn heaven." To you
that believe He is precious."
11

Guide me, 0 Thou great J ehovah,

Pilgrim thwogh this harrcn land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty,
Hold me with Thy powerful hand!
Bread of heaven I
Feed me till I want no more."

JACOB'S DIFFICULTIES AND DANGERS.
GENESIS xX'-'<:ii. 9-12.
IN the hour of his difficulties and danger Jocob calls upon Jehovah
as the God of his father Abraham; who delivered Abraham out of
all the difficulties and dangers he met with in his wilderness journey
of 100 years-as the God of his father Isaac-who had also appeared
for him in all and every of his; saving and delivering him from envy,
malice, famine, and strife. And with this cry of the needy in his.
distress he reminds the God of his fathers of His own special promise
in the dream He gave him on his leaving his father, a solitary man
on his way to Padan-aram. The substance of this promise he COIllprises in these few words: "Thou saidst 1 will surely do thee good."
Jacob had to prove in these his difficulties and dangers, with David,
and with all the seed of Jacob (Psa. xxii. 23)-the Jacob whom He
hath loved (Rom. ix. 13)-that the words of the Lord are pure words;
as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. And,
indeed, had not Jacob's God done so unto wm up till that moment?
Had He not blessed him and increased him 1 Had he not even then
given him a great deliverance out of his difficulty and danger with
Laban 1 And so we ask with the songsters of the uttermost parts of
the earth:11

And will thy Captain now look

OD,

And see thee trampled down?
When 10 I thy Champion has the throne,
Thy Husband wears the crown.

I

U

In every storm, in every sea,

My Jesus makes a way;
His light shall make the darkness flee,
And turn the shade to day.
"With heaven and earth at His command,
He waits to answer prayer.~'

J2
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Hence His voice, and the tenor of His Covenant of grace-" But
now thus saith the Lord that created thee, 0 Jacob, and He that
formed thee, 0 Israel, Fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I have
called thee by thy name: thou art :Mine. . . . Since thou wast
precious in My sight "-in My COUllsels of old-in My free and everlasting
choice of thee in Christ Jesus the Son of My love-in all I have made
Him to be unto thee, in His Suretyship, Obedience, Atonement,
Intercession, and Resurrection pledge, power. and glory-" thou hast
been honourable and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men
for thee, and people for thy life." In every difficulty and in every
danger I will interpose to change them in their mind and purpose,
as in the case of Laban and Esau, to make them subservient to your
time interest, as was proved in the issue of the interpretation of the
dream of Pharaoh's butler and of his own. Yea, these are but the
beginnings and earnests of My everlasting pmpose concerning the
seed of Jacob to the end of time, in delivering them out of all their
difficulties and dangers. They shall all prove Me to be unto them,
their Jah-their Jehovah; riding upon the heaven in their help, and
making the wrath of man to praise Me.
If, then, the promise runs that Jacob s\lall have a nmnerous seed,
a time must come, and a circumstance must arise threatening to
destroy and cut off the same. If the promise to J acob by the mouth
of his aged father is, " plenty of com and wine." then also a time must
come and circumstances take place, when "the famine shall be sore
in the land," to manifest that his personal interest in that promise
is a thing in the hand, and before the eyes of his faithful Covenant
J ehovah, Who will give him to hear" that there is corn in Egypt."
And if eventually he and his family must go down to Egypt, it is but
to be preserved and multiplied and brought up again from thence.
Thus to Jacob, His own Jacob, He makes all His mount.ains a wa~·.
giving them to see themselves in the footsteps of the flock, who haye
said, and who can sayIj

In monnts of danger and of straits,

My soul for His salvation waits;
Jehovah·Jireh will appear,
And save me from my gloomy fear.
H

HA, in the most distressing hour,

Displars the greatness of His power:
In darkest nights He makes a war,
And turns the gloomy shade to day."
G. A.

Birkenhead.

THE late Dr. A. A. Bonar at a meeting in connection with his minis-

terial Jubilee said: He never aspired to be an intellectual preacher,
and he never tried to be eloquent. It was out of his power. All that
he wanted was to be a Bible expositor, to stand at the well, roll off the
stone, water the flock, and send them away.-Word and Work, Dec.
7th, 1888.
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THE NATION AND THE SABBATH.
" THE following are answers to some of the difficult,ies and objections
urged in connection with the Sabbath:"Some deny the Divine origin of the Sabbath. But, in order to
do so, both the Old and New Testaments have to be greatly mutilated,
in spite of St. Paul's words, ' All scripture is given by inspiration of
God.' And Israel would never as a nation have been punislled by
God for profaning the Sabbath had they, as a nation, given up only
a national cnstom. The discovery of a Sabbath observance amongst
the Babylonians prior to the exodus is corroborative evidence of the
Bible record of the Divine institution.
" Some regard the Sabbath as being exclusively for the children of
Israel. The Holy Scriptures state that the Sabbath existed from the
time of Creation and was made for man. We naturally should expect
that Gcd would require His chosen people to remember thi" His chosen
day to keep it holy, and to receive the blessings that it was designed
to bring to man's soul and body.
"Some maintain that all days ar~ alike holy. But God blessed
and sanctified one day above the other six, and speaks of the Sa bbath
alone as 'My holy day.'
" Some hold that the Sabbath is a thing of the past. But science
and experience demonstrate that man's physical frame requires rest
every seveuth day. And those competent to judge say the same
with respect to man's spiritual life. Why then should God do away'
with that which He made for man and which man still urgently needs!
"Some ccnsider that Christian people, though bound to observe
nine of the Ten Commandments, are ex~mpt from the provisions of
the Fourth. This really amounts to saying that Christian people arc
free -to honour God less than Israel-free to live physically and
spiritually on a lower level than Israel-free to oppress the neighbour
illore than Israel. But the whole spirit, of Christianity is to provide
, some better thing' and not to fall below any existil1g level.
" Some Ul'ge that Jesus Christ removed restrictions from the Sabbath
to teach that there was no longer need to observe it as carefully as
before. What He really did was to free the Sabbath from the unwarranted restrictions of man's tradition. But, though Lord of the
Sabbath, Jesus Christ did not do away with the Sabbath nor remove
God-given restrictions in regard thereto.
"Some think that St. Paul taught that the obser vanee of the
Sabbath was optional. But when St. Paul wrote, ' All things are
lawful unto me,' he did not mean' that he was free to break anyone
of the Ten Commandments. Similarly when we find him writing
to the effect that the observance of Sabbaths and particular days was
optional, we may be sure that he was not referring to the Sabbath of
the Fourth Commandment, but to those other days, some of which
were regarded by the Jews as sabbaths.
" Ths fact is that it is so patent that man's life on the Lord', Day
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is, in many respects, out of harmony with the teaching of the Fourth
Commandment, and condemned thereby, that man feels the inconsistency. Instead, however, of trying to conform to thc expressed
will of God in the matter, attempts are made to explain away the
application of the Commandment or to remove it altogethcr.
" How strange it is that people are quite ready to see thc appropriateness of nine of the Commandments for Jew and Gentile alike,
although these, in the first instance, were specially given to Israel;
and the same people consider that the FOUlth Commandment alone
is restricted to the Jews in its application, altbough in the first instance
the substance of it ,,-as given to mankind as a whole, and is needed by
each and every one."-The Lord's Do.y.

l

THE EXCELLENCY OF PRAYER"
By REV: W. HUNTINGTO:-i.
PRAYER is the blessed means which God has appointed to bring every
grace hom Christ to the believer. 'rhe believer is to let his requests
be made known unto God, and for his encoumgement God says that
the prayer of the upright is His delight, yea, He says that He lows to
hear it. " Let Me hear thy voice, let Me see thy face."
PRAYER is the casting of our cares and burdens on the Lord. It
is the pouring out of the soul before Him, the 'howing forth of our
trouble to Him. Prayer is communing and corresponding with Christ
and receiving grace from His fulness to help in every time of need.
It is keeping open the intere-ourse betKeen the Lard and His people.
It is their way of paying m0l1ling and evening visits to the King of
kings i1nd Lord of lords. It is their going to Court and showing their
respect and loyalty there. It is their means of kef ping their debt
book clear; of cultivating and keeping up perfect friendship with "Friend Who loves at all times, and therefore it should never be
neglected.
PRAYER is pouring out the soul unto God and showing befcre Him
our troubles (Psa. cxlii. 2). It is "casting our cares upon Him who
careth for us " (1 Pet. v. 7); and our burdens upon HIM in whom wc
are to say" wc have righteousness and strength." It is openiJlg the
heart, the mind, and the mouth to HIM who hath said, "Call upon
Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt gbrify
Me" (Psa. 1. 15). It is opening to HD[ who is the well-beloved of
His people, and who has said, "Let Me hear thy voice, Ict Me see
thy face; for sweet is tby voice, and thy collntenance is comely"
(Cant. ii. 14). It is besieging the everlasting kingdom, moving t.he
throne of grace and knocking importunately at the door of mercy
-encouraged by the promise, "Knock, and it shall be opened unto
you" (Matt. vii. 7).
'" Copies of this tractate may be had free for dist.ribution from W. T. Simmons,
printer, Stone Street, Cranbrook, Kent..

"
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III prayer we must take no denial. -If we have but a feeling sense
of our wants, a Scripture warrant to go upon or one promise to plead,
we must sue, argue, reason, plead, supplicate, intercede, confess,
acknowledge, thank, bless, praise, adore, repeat, importune, observe,
take hold of, and turn to advantage whatsoever may be of use to the
souL Sinners, sensible of their lost estate by nature, who feel their
need and poverty, have lllany invitations, encouragements, precedents,
and promises. They have, under the teachings of the Holy Spirit,
to plead and rely upon the Covenant of Jehovah, the oath of God,
t.he merits of Christ-and all His Covenant engagements, undertakings.
and performances-the Covenant characters He sustains, His incarnation and near relationship to them-together with all the glorious
train of Divine perfections found in the proclamation of the NAME
of God to ]lloses (Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7)-for these all sweetly harmonize
and brightly shine in Christ crucified, who has never once yet disappointed
the hope of a penitent sinner, but has graciously said, "Come unto
l\le, all ye that laboUl' and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"
(Matt. xi. 28). His promises, like Himself, are unchangeable, und
tb.is is one of them, "Him that cometh unto 1I1e, I will in no wise
east out" (John vi. 37).
PRIVATE PRAYER is the Cb.ristian's court·visit to his God, the life
and breath of his soul; it is the ascent of the heart to the Almighty,
aud its returns are the desce·nt of Christ to the soul's help.
P RA YER is the assuasion of grief, the easement of a burdened heart,
and the vent of a joyful one. It is the rich savour of mystical incense
-the overflowing of a living fountain-an all-prevailing sacrifice,
and the delight of the Almighty. Moreover it is the greatest, best.
most blessed, and most glorious privilege with which perishing sinners
ever were favoured.
PRAYER is a defence against the spirit of this world-a bar to the
inroads of vanity-a maul upon the head of the old man; and a lash
of scorpions for the deviL It is a bridle in the jaws of a persecutora spell to a voracious enemy-a dagger at the heart of a heretic; a
key to parables and dark sayings-and a battering·ram on the walls
of salvation-for "the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and
the violent take it by force" (Matt. xi. 12).
PRAYER from the lips of a blind beggar compelled the Sun of
Righteousness to stand still, and give light to one who till then had
heen in darkness (Luke xviii. 35-43). It brought the Ancient of Days
to dwell in a bush (Exod. iii. 4); yea, Omnipotence itself, held by its
fervent power, has been constrained to say, "Let me go, for the day
hreaketh," but dust and ashes replied, "I WILL NOT LET THEE GO
except Thou bless me "; arid God blessed him there, and allowed that
Himself had been conquered, and honoured His antagonist by styling
him "A PREVAILER WITn GOD" (Gen. xxxii. 24-29). Thus was
Juda's Lion overcome and the lame man gained the victory.
PRAYER uncloses the bountiful hand of God-opens the door of
mercy-retains Christ on the throne of the affections, and covers

•

182

The Gospel Magazine.

every rival and usurper with shame and confusion of face. It is the
believer's Royal Exchange, where he may take his cares, burdens,
snares, and troubles-his vexations, temptations, doubts, and fearshis misgivings of heart, sorrows of mind, hardness of heart, and ingratitude-together with his faintness, unbelief, spiritual jealousy, and
rebellion ;-&Iso all his disorders-the leprosy of sin, the evil within,
the plague of his heart, or the plague of his head ;-with deaf ears,
blind eyes, feeble knees, languid hands, halting feet, and :l stiff neck.
He may there take all his oppositions, persecutions, false charges,
slanderous accusations, vile repro~ches, and there get rid of and leave
them all. Our Saviour compared His followers to "exchangers"
(Matt. xxv. 27); and such they are, for in return for these troubles
they receive from their heavenly Banker numberless deliverances,
blessings, and mercies ;-many refreshings, renewings, revivals, and
restorations; large retuI'DS of eomfort, peaee, love, and joy; together
with fresh discoveries, love tokens, wholesome truths, profound
mysteries, glorious glimpses, bright prospeets, terrestrial views, undoubted evidenees, infallible proofs, heavenly lessons, confirming
visits, eonspieuous deliveranees, earnests, pledges, and foretastesreviving cordials, valuable banknotes in " exeeeding great and preeious
promises," payable this very day, and every day through lite, and even
to millions of ages after date, signed, sealed, and delivered by Jehovah
Himself, the" God that cannot lie" (Titus i. 2).
PRAYER has often scattered the c'!Dfederate enemies of the soul,
marred the schemes of opponents (Neh. vi. 14), frustrated the token
of liars, and made diviners mad. It counteracts the designs of Satan
and his emissaries ;-it hath made the minister of truth tf> be an
cnemy to the world, the successful rival of impostors in the pulpit,
the envy of hypocrites, an eye-sore to the devil, the admiration of
perishing sinners, a spectacle to the world, and a wonder to himself,
He prays to his " Father in secret, and his Father who seeth in secret
has engaged to reward him openly" (Matt. vi. 6). By prayer the
poor come up from the dust, and the beggar from the dung-hill-sit
nmong the princes of God's people, and inherit the throne of glory.
PRAYER in faith has brought in countless providential mercies, as
well as spiritual blessings; God could have granted them all withou~
asking, but has condescended to honour this exercise by saying:
" For all these things I will be inquired of by the house of Israel that
I may do it for them" (Ezek. xxxvi. 37).
PRAYER hath brought the souls of some, when departed, back into
their bodies again (1 Kings xvii. 17-24; 2 Kings iv. 32-37). It·
engages the Almighty on the side of the suppliant and establishes an
alliance with God. It has stopped the bottles of heaven for three
years and six months, and opened them again at the expiration of
that term (James v. 17, 18). Yea, it hath brought a miraculous plenty
into the house of a poor widow, while destruction and fnmine were
reigning all around in universal triumph (1 Kings xvii. 8-16). "All
things are possible to him that believeth" (Mark L'[. 23). And" All
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things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive"
(Matt. xxi. 22). Prayer hath brought health to the sick, h~aring to
the deaf, speech to the dumb, eyes to the blind, life to the dead, salvation to the lost; and hath even driven the devil himself from t.he
hearts of many, and brought the God of heaven to dwell in his room.
PRAYER is God's appointment, the Spirit's gift, the Saint's privilege,
and the scourge of Satan; therefore PRIZE IT and USE IT.
MRS. CLYMER.
THERE is only one Arno's Vale Cemetery in the world, a,nd there one
hot Monday afternoon last summer we buried !l'll-s. Clymer: aged
nearly eighty, and wearied with the journey. During a widowhood of
about thirty years, she had learned to cease from man, though her
warm heart still clung in love to the friends that were left her. She
could recall days of visiting and working, of zealously collecting £20
a year for the C.M.S. and more for the United Bristol Mission, but
latterly, deaf, short-sighted, and always tired, she for the most part
sat, or pottered, and kept silence. It was when she was attending a
confirmation class at St. J ames's Church, that the reality of divine
things became a burden to her, and for nine months she sorrowed
after the Lord. Then one morning the Lord spoke into her soul,
with the words of Dr. Doudney's text, " Fear not, I have called thee
by thy name, thou art Mine," and she was no more sad. That was
in "the old wooden church." She remained at Dr. Doudney's for'
some time, sitting with the crowds in the newel' building, and while
many probably listened to his voice as to "a very lovely song," she
was nourished with the Word of life. She did not care for his
mentioning election, and, to use her own phrase, threw that over her
shoulder. But the Lord sent her a long illness, and during it taught
her that in His predestinating, as well as in His redeeming and calling
love, there is comfort and strength. She wrote a few short articles
which Dr. Doudney put into the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. But she did
not stay very long at St. Luke's, because following the suggestIOn
of lIfr. Walker, Mr. Clymer took her to be his wife and brought her
to Mary-Ie-Port. With all the strength of her will, and devotion of
her healt, she loved her husband. Tbey had a little son, but at the
end of eight months he went to his heavenly inheritance, leaving his
mother with a place in her desire that never was filled. During her
latest days she was still longing, not for him only, but for the grandchildren which she "would have had." But she loved, helped, and
obeyed her husband. The obedience was not always congenial to
the flesh. Once a stranger delivered his mind of some Arrninianism.
" Come on, Hannah," said Mr. Clymer, though their seat was fourth
from the front. "No, Duke," said the weaker vessel. Vain was
the" No." "Come on," more emphatically, and she had to elbo',out after him. The same thing happened another time when a strange
curate cast some aspersions at an aged servant of God. But Mr.

.•

.

.
184

The Gospel M agaztne

Clymer died-the handsomest man 'md the dearest husband in
Bristol, and she was solitary. Yet the Lord helped her, and if she
sorrowed it was with hope. When Mr. Ormiston came, she scarcely
cver went to church " witho.ut getting something," either to edification or comfort. She was not strong, and was frequently laid aside,
but her profiting in all was manifest, and her conversat.ion, guided
by sound judgment, sanctified sense, and knowledge of the Word of
God, was a solid help to those who were led of the same Spirit. She
told of a time (she was not laid up) when a great darkness was upon
her, which lasted three weeks. She looked for comfort, but found
"none. Refuge failed her. No man cared for her soul," though
they kindly but mistakenly suggested that she was not well. But
" at the end of the time," as Daniel found before her, the Lord spoke
her well with the light of His countenance. He lifted the darkness.
Once He shone into her soul with such power that she thought she
saw Him with her in the room, and before she knew, she was on her
knees. Of this she always spoke with much solemnity. Then she
would remember an occasion when with wrestling and prevailing
she obtained a great temporal deliverance. Now in her setting days
Hc sent His angels to find her often lost keys for her. She never
grumblcd, though her friends bewailed her unbrushed lot. She
believed in God, she believed in Christ, and she praised the Lord.
" If I meet any of the good people," she said to herself one Lord's-day
morning, "I'll ask them to praise the Lord with me." She met none
(being late probably), but the only thing she heard the preacher say
(it was Mr. Hawker, the last minister she loved) was "Praise the
Lord."
" Let's have some Espousals," she said one day, picking Erskine's
sonnets from the chaos on the table; "they're lovely" She ought
to have been ready to go out, but she was ready only for the Lord,
and soon He took her to Himself-her whom He had loved and for
whom Jesus died. "There was no room" for us in the cemetery
chapel, but we did not mind that; we gathered round her grave,
we listened while Mr. Sangar led our meditation to Christ the resurrection and the life, who had said to her, "Arise, My love, and come
away."

" FOLLOWER-ON.

n

SIX KINDS OF JUSTIFICATION.
1. JUSTIFICATION hy grace. The originating cause.
2. Justification by blood. The meritorious cause.
3. Justification by Spirit. The effectual cause. Here we have the
blessed Trinity.
4. Justification by faith. The evidential cause to the individual.
5. Justification by works. The evidential cause to the world.
6. Justification by words. The evidential cause to the Christian.
7. The instrumental cause of our justification is solely the Word of
God. See John xv. 3; Eph. v. 26; 1 Peter i. 23.-Rev. W. Sykes.
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THE LATE DR. A. SAPHIR'S WORKS.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
nEV. AND DEAR SIR,-I have been reading with some pleasure Our
Life-Day, by Adolph Saphir, and as his works are extremely scarce,
I have ventured to send you a few extracts for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
should you care to use them. Some years back, extracts from Saphir
were in thc GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and the reading of them gave me a
desire to get and read his works, but I have never come across them,
and from inquiries find no second-hand bookseller in Liverpool and
Birkenhead have any copies. There are none also in the great Liverpool Library, but there are The Lord's Prayer and Om' Life-Day in that
of Birkenhead. The former I read a good while back, but somehow
overlooked the latter, which I have just enjoyed.
In these days when there is so little of the Faith once for all delivered
to the saints, preached and taught, either in the pulpit or "religious"
press, it is a kindness of our Covenant God to keep alive such a witness
for His truth as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and I pray Him that He may
bless yonr labour of love in the editing of it, and that it may continue
to be used for His glory and the encouragement and strengthening of
some of His people.
With very kind regards, I am, dear Sir,
10, OLD IJEEDS ST.,
Yours sincerely,
F. BARKER COOKE.
LIVERPOOL, March 7th, 1917.
AN APPRECIATION.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-Will you kindly accept the enclosed 5s. P. O.
towards the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund, with many thanks for the beautiful Family Portion and Wayside Nctes in this month's Magazine,
which I enjoyed very lllnch? May God bless you and all other writers
therein for the true Gospel messages. I am sorry not to be able to
send more, but trust it may help a little.
Believe me,
Yours very sincerely,
BATH,
A. M. N.
March 6th, 1917.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO 'rHE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL r.<IAGAZINE.
DEAR FRJEND,-We are, by God's goodness, having much encouragement in the work, and I trust that those kind friends who have not
yet helped us in our special efforts will seek to strengthen our hands
at this eventful time. The need is great and tremendous, and we
need to do ,,,hat we can while we can. Many appeals are reaching
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me. A Senior Chaplain to the Forces writes: "Very hearty thanks
for the three parcels of Testaments, and books, which anived safely
yesterday. I am very glad indeed to have them, and they will be
most nsefnl; I have already distribnted a number, and the men were
very pleased to get them."
Another Chaplain writes: "I offer you my very warm and sincere
thanks for your most kind letter, and for the splendid parcel of Bibles,
New Testaments, and books, which have safely arrived this week. I
mainly issue these Testaments to recruits and troops departing from
England for the Eastern and Western fronts. The periodical arrival
of the Scriptures you have so graciously and generously sent me,
has enabled me to distribute them to men now scattered over the
face of the Empire. • And some are fallen asleep.' With my very
cordial personal greetings."
Another writes: "Many thanks for the nice parcel you have sent
me for the soldiers. I shall find them most useful. We have crowds
of men here, and we need a good supply. Please send another parcel
as soon as you can. It is a great joy to give them the Word of (,,,,d."
A Worker writes: "If you have a parcel of books yOll could send
me for distribution I should find them very usefnl. It opens the
way for conversation, and makes my work much more effective.
Thanking you for past supplies."
One of our oldest distributors writes: "The parcel of Testaments
and magazines has come to hand; please accept my warmest thanks
for this kind help in my work amon(! the soldiers. The work is most
encouraging. "
Another amongst the sailors writes: "Many thanks for parcel.
which I received quite safely. I was greatly in need of them, as tnere
is a great number of shipping here at present."
A lady writes: "I should be very glad of some more Testaments
if you can very kindly get me some small ones. Troops are pourmg
in here now. Thank God there is a bright side to the present gloom
and darkness. What numbers. have been brought to the Saviour,
and many of these have gone straight home. What an exchange
for them! "
These letters, with many others, have just come to hand, and
emphasize the urgent need for the wide distribution of the Gospel
amongst our brave men.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Yours sincerely.
Bristol, March 1st, 1917.
R. E. BRIDRR.
" STILL let us on our guard be found
And watch against the power of sound
With sacred jealousy;
Lest hap]y sense should damp our zeal,
And music's charms bewitch and steal
Our hearts away from Thee."-C. Wesley
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STRANGE

THE LATE THE RIGHT REV.

DOCTRINES.

J. C.

RYLE,

D.D.

" Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good
thing that the heart be established with grace,. not with meats, which
have not profited them that ha.ve been occupied the:rein."-HEB.
xiii. 9.
(Concluded I,.orn page 95.)

IN the last place, I proceed to examine the instructive lact which St.
Paul records. He says, "Meats have not profited them that have
been occupied therein."
We have no means of knowing whether the Apostle, in using this
language, referred to any particular churches or individuals. Of course
it is possible that he had in view the J udaizing Christians of Antioch
and GaJatia, or the Ephesians of whom he speaks to Timothy in his
pastoral Epistle, or the Colossians who caused him so much inward
conflict, or the Hebrew believers in every Church, without exception.
It seems to me far more probable, however, that he had no particular
church or churches in view. I rather think that he makes a broad,
general, sweeping statement about all who in any place had exalted
ceremonial at the expense of the doctrines of "grace." And he makes
a wide declaration about them all. They have got no good from their
favourite notions. They have not been more inwardly happy, more
outwardly holy, or more generally useful. Their religion has been
most unprofitable to them: man-made alterations of God's precious
medicine for sinners, man·made additions to Christ's glorious Gospel
however speciously defended and plausibly supported, do no real good
to those that adopt them. They confer no increased inward comforts,
they bring no growth of real holiness, they give no enlarged usefulness
to the Church and the world. Calmly, quietly, and mildly, but firmly,
decidedly, and unflinchingly, the assertion is made, "'Meats~have not
profited them that have been occupied therein."
~"'~1;;!"';jSr:~
The whole stream of Church history abundantly confirms the truth
of the Apostle's position. Who has not heard of the hermits and
ascetics of the early centuries 1 Who has not heard of the monks and
nuns and recluses of the Romish Church in the middle ages 1 Who
has not heard of the burning zeal, the devoted self·denial, of Romanists
like Xavier, and Ignatius Loyola 1 The earnestness, the fervour, the
self-sacrifice of all these classes are matters beyond dispute. But
none who read carefully and intelligently the records of their lives.
yea, some of the best of them, can fail to see that they had no solid
peace or inward rest of soul. Their very feverish restlessness is enough
to show that their consciences were not at ease. None can fail to see
that, with all their furious zeal and self-denial, they never did much
good to the world. They gathered round themselves admiring par-
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tisans. They left a high reputation for self-denial and sincerity. They
made men wonder at them while they lived, and sometimes canonize
them when they died. But they did nothing to convert souls. And
what is the reason of this 1 They attached an overweening importance
to man-made ritual and ceremonial, and made less than they ought
t,o have done of the Gospel of the grace of God. Their principle was
to make much of " meats," and little of "grace." Hence they verified
the words of St. Paul, "Meats do not profit them that are occupied
t.herein. "
The very history of our own times bears a striking testimony to the
truth of St. Paul's assertion. In the last twenty-five years some scores
of clergymen have seceded from the Church of England and joined
the Church of Rome. They wanted more of what they called Catholic
doctrine and Catholic ceremonial. They honestly acted up to their
principles, and went over t<l Rome. They were not all weak, and
illiterate, and second-rate, and inferior men; several of them were men
of commanding talents, whose gifts would have won for them a high
position in any profession. Yet what have they gained by the step
they have taken 1 What profit have they found in leaving" gmce "
for "meats," in exchanging Protestantism for Catholicism 1 Have
they attained a higher standard of holiness 1 Have they procured fQ]'
themselves a greater degree of usefulness 1 Let one of themselves
supply an answer. M1'. Ffoulkes, a leading man in the party within
the last few years, has openly declared that the preaching of some of
his fellow "perverts" is not so powerful as it was when they "'ere
English Churchmen, and that the highest degree of holy living he has
ever seen is not within the pale of Rome, but in the quiet parsonages
and unpretending family-life of godly English clergj'lnen! Intentionally or not intentionally, wittingly or not wittingly, meaning it or not
meaning it, nothing can be more striking than the t,estimony jlIr.
Ffoull'es bears to the truth of 'the Apostle's a-ssertion: "Meats do not
profit" even those who make much ado about them. The religious
system which exalts ceremonial and man-made ritual does no real
good to its adherents, compared to the simple old Gospel of the grace
of God.
Let us turn now, for a few moments, to the other side of the picture,
and see what "grace" has done. Let us hear how profitable the
doctrines of t,he Gospel have proved to those who have clung firmly
to them, and have not tried to mend and improve and patch them up
by adding as essentials the" meats" of man-made ceremonial.
It was "grace, and not meats," that made Martin Luther do the
work that he did in the world. The key to all his success was his
constant declaration of justification by faith, without the deeds of
the law. This was the truth which enabled him to break the chains
of Rome, and let light into Europe.
It was "grace, and not meats," that made our English martyrs,
Latimer and Hooper, exercise so mighty an influence in life, and shine
so brightly in death. They saw clearly, and taught plainly, the true
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priesthood of Christ, and salvation only by grace. They.honoured
God's grace, and God put honour on them.
It was " grace, and not meats," that made Romaine and Venn and
their companions turn the world up-side down in England, one hundred
years ago. In .themselves they were not men of extraordinary learning
or intellectual power. But they revived and brought out again the
real, pure doctrines of grace.
It was "grace, and· not meats," that made Simeun and Bishop
Daniel Wilson and Bickersteth such striking instruments of usefulness in the first half of the nineteenth century. God's free grace was
the great truth on which they relied, and continually brought forward.
For so doing God put honour on them. They made much of God's
grace, and the God of grace made much of them.
The list of ministerial biographies tells a striking tale. Who are
those who have shaken the world, and left their mark on their generation, and aroused consciences, and converted sinners, and edified
saints? Not those who have made asceticism, and ceremonials, and
sacraments, and services, and ordinances the main thing; hut those
who have made most of God's free gracc! In a day of strife, and
controversy, and doubt, and perplexity, men forget tills. Facts arc
stubborn tilings. Let us look calmly at them, and be not moved by
those who tell us that daily services, frequent communions, processions,
incense, buwings, crossings, confessions, absolutions, and the like, are
the secret of a prosperous Christianity. Let us look at plain facts.
Facts in old history, and facts in modern days, facts in every part of
England, support the assertion of St. Paul. The religion of " meats"
does" not profit those that are occupied therein." It is the religion
of grace that brings inward peace, outward holiness, and general
usefulness.
Let me wind up this paper with a few words of practical application.
We are living in an age of peculiar religious danger. I am quite sure
that the &Chice I am going to offer deserves serious attention.
1. In the first place, let us not be surprised at the rise and progress of
false doctrine. It is a tiling as old as the old Apostles. It began
before they died. They predicted that there would be plenty of it
before the end of the world. It is wisely ordered of God for the testing
of Oill" grace, and to prove who has real faith. If there were no such
tiling as false doctrine or heresy upon earth, I should begin to think
the Bible was not true.
2. In the next place, let us make up our minds to resist lalse doctrine,
and not to be carried away by fasillon and bad example. Let us not
flinch because all around us, illgh and low, rich and poor, are swept
away, like geese in a flood, before a torrent of semi-popery. Let us
be firm and stand our ground.
Let us resist false doctrine, and contend earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints. Let us not be ashamed of showing our colours
and standing out for New Testament truth. Let us not be stopped
by the cuckoo cry of "controversy." The tillef likes dogs that do
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not bark, and watchmen that give no alarm. The devil is a thief and
a robber. If we hold onr peace, and do not resist false doctrine, we
please him, and displease God.
3. In the next place, let us try to preserve the old Protestant principles of the Church of England, and to hand them down uninjured to
our children's children. Let us not listen to those faint-hearted Churchmen who would have us forsakc the ship, and desert thc Church of
England in her time of need.
The Church of England is wOlth fighting for. She has done good
service in days gone by, and she may yet do more, if we can keep her
frce from Popery and infidelity. Once readmit and sanction the
Popish mass and auricular confession, and the Church of England will
be ruined. Then let us fight hard for the Church of England being
kept a Protestant Church. Let us read our thirt.y·nine Articles every
year with attention, and learn from these Articles what are real Church
principles. Let us arm our memories with these Artieles, and be able
to quote them. Befol'e the edge and point of these Artieles, fair):'
interpreted, ultra-Ritualists and ultra-Rationalists can never stand.
4. In the last place, let us make sure work of our own person(,l salvation. Let us seek to know and feel that we ourselves are" saved."
The day of controversy is always a day of spiritual peril. Men are
apt to confound orthodoxy with conversion, and to fancy that they
must go to heaven if they know how to answer Papists. Yet mere
earnestness without knowledge, and mere head-knowledge of Protestantism, alike save none. Let us never forget this.
Let us not rest till we feel the blood of Christ sprinkled on uur consciences, and have the witness of the Spi.J:it within us that we are bom
again. This is reality. This is true religion. This will last. This
will never fail us. It is the possession of grace in the healt, and not
t.he intellectual knowledge of it, that profits and saves the soul.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE new Quw·te!·ly Record is now ready, and will be sent post free to
any address; it contains two illustrations, one being a portrait of the
late Rev. Bernard GiJpin, M.A., of Hertford, and several articles bearing upon the Society. The Committee hope that a wide distribution
of this publication will secure many more snpporters for one of the
oldest of those Societ.ies which emphatically belong toO the Church of
God.
We would Temind our friends of the approaching Anniversaries,
fuller particulars of which will be adveTtised in due course. On Friday,
May 4th, the 1l0th Annnal Meeting will be held in Caxton Hall (Council
Chamber), West.minsteT. The Rev. J. W. Dance will preach at 3.45.
and in the evening, John White, Esq., of Southport, will preside. Tea
during the interval.
The Homcs Anniversaries will be held as follows: Camberwell on
l'hursday, June 7t.b, and Hornsey Rise on Friday, July 6th. Lady
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Jellicoe has kindly promised to open the South London Sale of Work
at 3 o'clock on Thursday, June 14th, at 33, De Crespigny Park, Denmark Hill. The attendance of all friends will bel cordially welcomed
at these gatherings.
Collections after Sermons have been made in several places, and
the Committee are desirous that their number should be increased,
especially having regard to the strain upon the Institution in these
trying days. An appeal from the pulpit, however small may be the
financial results, is of much value, for the sympathy of new friends is
always evoked thereby. No less than 1250 life pensioners are upon
the books, ,,11 having been received as the Lord's regenerated and
blood-bought people who, in their old age and temporal need, have so
powerful a claim upon the sympathy and support of their fellow
pilgrims. Christian fellowship is the spirit of the Society's work, and
thus. there is no room for stiffness or formality. There are a considerable
number of honorary almoners who willingly give time to the work,
and the visits they make to the homes of the pensioners brinp; brightness and charm into many a sad and weary life.
In view of the futme, the Committee look to their Covenant God,
Who has bidden us to "bring forth our strong arguments," to ask
Him to remember the word unto His servants, "upon which He has
caused us to hope," even" My God shall supply all your need, according
to His riches in glory by J esllS Christ." "To every man his work"
are the words of our Blessed Lord, and to those who labour in this
Society has been committed the special care of His pOOl' and aged
ones. The demands upon the Society far exceed its resources; the
utmost economy, consistent with efficiency is exercised. William
Tyndale's prologue to his first edition of the New Testament in English
contains this golden sentence of admonition to all grace-taught people ;.
" For we have not received the gifts of God for ourselves only, or for
to hide them; but to bestow them unto the honouring of God and
Christ, and edifying of the congregation, which is the body of Christ."

Jaebtewf.l anll j)l.otires of 15ooks.
THE KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE SHAKEN. Substance of a Sermon
by the Rev J. J. BEDDOW, A.K.C., Pastor of Jireh Chapel, Lewes.
Gospel Message, No. 1. Price Id., 12 for 9d. net, 50 for 3s. Gd.,
and 100 6s. 8d., post free, from the AUTHOR, Coombe House,
MaIling Street, I,ewes.
This is an excellent Sermon suited to these times. 'fhe preacher,
in his opening mmarks, says; "In these days of war and conflict,
when' all the foundations of the earth are out of course,' no thoughtful
mind can for a moment doubt the possibility of earthly things being
shaken. What seems little to enter men's minds at all, is the possibility of there being anything that cannot be shaken. It is this fact
to which the text refers."
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"THE hIMUTABILITY OF GOD'S COUNSEL." Pp. 18. Price 3d.,
12s. 6d. per 100, can. paid. (The" Sovereign Grace Union."
Pastor Henry Atherton, 100-102, The Grove, Camberwell, S.E.)
This pampWet, which we understand is a reprint of one of the late
Dr. Alfred Hewlett's sermons, is a veritable" Body of Divinity" in
miniature. We cull this beautiful illustration, quoted horn one of
the old divines, speaking of Rom. viii. 29: "It appears t<l be like an
inverted rainbow, one which is turned upside down as it were, wherein,
you will observe, one end of the bow is in heaven, in predestination;
.he other end of the bow is likewise in heaven, in glorification; but
the centre of the arc touches the earth' in calling,' and catches up the
poor lost sinner into heaven." Thc type is excellent--a boon to
elderly readers!
LETIERS TO A CLERGYMAN. No. 1. "Sovereign Grace Union."
The letters of the late Rev. John Newton have long been greatly
valued by the Church of God. This is a re-issue of one written to
the Rev. Thos. Scott, author of "The Force of Truth," etc., and is
very suitable for distribution among seekers after truth.
THE WORK OF GOD THE HOLY GHOST IK A REDEEMED SINKER'S SOUL.
By "SIGMA." Pp. 16. Price 3d., 6 copies Is. 3d., post hee.
(Robert Stockwell, Baden Place, Crosby Roll', Borough, S.E.)
The writer distinguishes between mere natural conviction of sin,
and genuine Christian experience, the work of the Holy Spirit leading
the regenerated soul to Christ. The following quotation gives the
gist of other points in this Scriptural pampWet: "It is for ChJ:ist's
sake, and His alone, that sinners are saved. God has not designed
the salvation of sinners to exalt His sovereignty, but has exercised
His sovereign power to exalt Christ, that in all things He should have
the pre-eminence."
We pray that God may bless it to some who" have a name to live,
and are dead."
BIBLE WITN};SS. (Morgan & Scott, Ltd., 12, Paternoster Buildings,
London, E.C.)
We heartily commend this serial. The March number cont-ains
an article exposing the sad, unscriptural teaching contained in "The
Y.M.C.A. Gift Book "-" Told in the Huts"; also one of a series of
articles on The Doctrines of Grace-" The Church of God," by the
Rev. W. Sykes, Vicar of Hillsborough, Sheffield.
We are thankful to note the issue of publications such as the above,
in this "gloomy and dark day." May God graciously bless these
messengers of truth. The time is short.
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