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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulatioQ, that we may be able to comfort them which are in
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves a:re comforted of God."-2 COR. 1. 4.

THE WHOLE FAMILY.
" The whole family in heaven amd earth."-EpHESIANS iii. 15.

THE Epistle to the Ephesians represents the Church of GOD under
a variety of figures. It is likened to a human body of which
CHRIST is the Head (Eph. i. 22, 23; v. 23). It is likened-unto a
building of which CHRIST is "the chief corner stone" (Eph.'~:ii.
20-22). It is likened unto a bride of which CHRIST is the Bridegroom (Eph. v. 23, 31, 32). It is likened unto an army of which
CHRIST is the Leader and Commander (Eph. vi. 10-18). It is also
likened unto a family of which GOD is the Father (Eph. iii. 15).
GOD'S people are members of His family. They belong to "the
household of GOD" (Eph. ii. 19). They constitute one family,
and He is the "one GOD and Father of all" His people. The
Revised Version. translates the words at the head of our " Family
Portion," "every family iri heaven and on earth," a translation
which suggests that every ordinary and natural family has a
filial relationship to GOD, and that He is the universal FATHER of
all men without exception. We may admit that GOD is the FATHER
of all men by creation as the source of their life and being, but
many teach nowadays that in the highest spiritual sense all men
without exception are children of GOD. Recently a prominent
professedly Evangelical clergyman described all the people of the
Chinese empire as GOD'S children, and it is plain that many
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prominent teachers believe in the Universal Fatherhood of GOD,
and the universal brotherhood of man, in a sense not sanctioned
by Scripture. Scripture teaches that some are "the children of
the kingdom" and others" the children of the wicked one." Some
are" the children 'of GOD" and others ': the children of the devil"
(1 John iii. 10). We need to beware of any teaching which ignores.
the vital and the eternal distinction between the righteous and
the wicked, the godly and the ungodly, between those who serve
GOD and those who serve Him not. Dr. Charles Hodge says of
the passage we are considering (Eph. iii. 15): "The whole drift
of the passage shows that it is not GOD in His relation as Creator,
but GOD in His relation as a spiritual FATHER, who is here contemplated. He is addressed as the 'FATHER of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST,' and therefore our Father. It is plain, therefore, that
those who are here contemplated as children, are those who are
by JESUS CHRIST brought into this relation by GOD. Consequently, the word patria (translated family) cannot include any
but. the subjects of redemption. The whole family in· heaven
therefo'recannot mean the angels, but the redeemed already saved,
and the family on earth, the company of believers still living.
As children derive their name from their father, and their relation
to him is thereby determined, so the apostle says, the whole family
of GOD derive their name from F1;im and are known and recognized
as
His. children" (Hodge. on "The Ephesians," pp. 125, 126).
.
Bishop Moule and the late Canon Fausset also adopt the rendering
of the Authorized Version. Another able writer on this text
says, ,~ This text speaks of one of the chief, and most distinctive,
of the blessings of the redeemed. On all of them, but on them
al~e, the name of the FATHER of the LOIW JESUS CHRIST is named.
To exclude from this one family any of the redeemed; or to
ascribe its distinctive blessings to any except those whom grace
has brought, through faith, into the fold of CHRIST, would alike
be subversive of the truth of GOD. The family of faith, although
thus essentially one, may, by circumstances, be for a season
separated. It is separated now. Part are in heaven: part militant
on earth. The spirits of the saints who sleep, are at present with
CHRIS! in the paradise of GOD, not as yet perfected in resul'rection
glory (for their bodies are not yet restored to them) but perfect
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as respects sinlessness, and waiting expectantly, until we who. are
brought into the fold of faith during the present dispensation
shall join them at the time of the First Resurrection." The same
writer goes on to say, " To speak of ' the whole family in heaven
and earth,' etc., implies that all the redeemed are one family.
It implies that Abel, and Abraham, and Paul, although as
to their dispensatiGnal position and knowledge and service in
the earth, they differed greatly, are yet in virtue of the acceptance
and life I granted in their heavenly Head, brought into one
heavenly family, and into all the everlasting blessings which
the Epistle to the Ephesians describes as belonging to that
family." The late Dr. Blakeney quotes Ephesians iii. 15 to show
that all the redeeemed family are found only in two places-part
are in heaven and part are on earth. There is no mention of a
third place-purgatory-as Rome teaches. (See his "Manual of
the Romish Controversy," p. 169). We have quoted from these
able and learned expositors to show our readers that many able
commentators hold to the rendering given in the Authorized
Version of this important passage. As there is but one body,
one great spiritual temple, one bride, one spiritual army, so there
is but one family of GOD, composed of all the redeemed.
" One family, we dwell in Him:
One church, above, beneath;
Though now divided by the streamThe narrow stream of death.
" One army of the living God,
To His command we bow ;
Part of the host have crossed the flood,
And part are crossing now."
The oneness of GOD'S family is a very precious truth. Death
does not sever from this family. The redeemed are" all one in
CHRIST J ESDS," though some belong to the Church militant here
on earth, and some belong to the Church triumphant in heaven.
The late Dean Law says, " A name is here given to believers which
implies that GOD is their FATHER. We trace it in the declaration
that believers constitute one family. But there can be no family
without a presiding father. Hence in CHRIST we are privileged
to cry directly to GOD, Abba, FATHER. 0 blessed family! who
can depict their privileges and their joys! This family has existed
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from all eternity in the counsels of heaven. It will exist through
never-ending ages. The elders of this family have already passed
through the grave and gate of death to the happy mansions of
the redeemed. Their race is run-their fight is fought-their
struggle is endured-their victory is won-their triumph is secured.
We now are prisoners in the flesh. But soon we too shall be
conquerors through the blood of the Lamb, and help to contribute
to the blessed company. We shall be presented through our
elder Brother, Who will recognize us as given of the FATHER unto
Him. But while we tarry, let us tarry at heaven's gate, daily
and hourly.crying, Abba, FATHER" (" Meditations on the Epistle
to the Ephesians," p. 245).
There is something inexpressibly sweet in the thought that the
redeemed in heaven and the redeemed on earth are still one family,
still members of the one household and all still cared for, loved,
and blessed by the one FATHER.
1. The whole family is Divinely choseI'!.
The title family is given to GOD'S ancient people. "0 children
of Israel
the whole family which I brought up from the land
of Egypt
you only have I known of all the families of the
earth" (Amos iii. 1, 2). This family was divinely chosen. "The
LORD thy GOD hath choseJl. thee to be a special people unto Himself" (Deut. vii. 6): So the Church of GOD was chosen by the
FATHER in CHRIST before the foundation of the world (Eph. i. 4).
The names of the members of this family are written in heaven.
They are inscribed in the Lamb's book of life. GOD, according
to the good pleasure of His will, and to the praise of the glory of
His grace, predestinated them unto the adoption of children by
JESUS CHRIST unto Himself. Membership in this family is thus
the outcome of Divine choice and the result, not of the will and
choice of man, but of the good pleasure of the Divine will. We
owe it to Divine love, to Divine election, to Divine grace, and to
the operation of the Divine will if we are numbered amongst the
family of GOD (see Eph. i. 4-6). Even the children of human
families do not become so of their own volition. They do not
and cannot choose their own fathers. Why then should men
quarrel with the truth so plainly revealed that the children of
GOD enjoy this blessed relationship as the result of their FATHER'S
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electing grace and mercy ~ Rather let us adore Him Who in
the exercise of His grace hath put us amongst His children. The
children in human families vary in their circumstances. The
children of GOD are all alike blessed with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in CHRIST (Eph. i. 3). They have all obtained
equally precious faith in the righteousness of our GOD and SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST. They are all equally washed, sanctified, justified
in the name of the LORD JESUS and by the SPIRIT of our GOD
(see 2 Pet. i. 1; 1 Cor. vi. 11).' The SPIRIT beareth witness with
their spirits that they are the children of GOD. The FATHER hath
sent forth the SPIRIT into their hearts crying, Abba, FATHER.
Thus they have the blessed assurance in their hearts that GOD is
their FATHER and that they are the objects of His Fatherly love
and care.
2. The whole family is Divinely redeemed.
Having set His love upon the members of the family whom
He had chosen, the FATHER arranged for their redemption from
the bondage of sin and Satan and from the penalty attaching to
their breach of His holy law. He sent forth His SON to redeem
them that were under the law that they might receive the adoption
of sons. The Firstborn among many brethren accomplished the
work of redemption and the chosen family can now say, "In
Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). They
from the
have been delivered from the pit
, of corruption, rescued
.
wrath to come, and eternally forgiven. 0 the blessedness of
knowing that we are redeemed, forgiven, accepted, that our sins
will be remembered no ,more against us, and that there is no
condemnation for those who are in CHRIST JESUS. This is our
case, dear readers, if CHRIST is the foundation upon which we lean.
3. The whole family is Divinely lOved, regenera;ted, and saved.
Human parents may fail to love their children, and may forget
them. "They may forget," sa:th the LORD, "yet will I not
forget thee" (Isa. xlix. 15). The FATHER'S love to them is everlasting, continuous, abiding. Nothing can sever them from His
love. His regenerating and saving power has been, or will be,
brought to bear upon them. Of the chosen and redeemed we
read,. " GOD, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith
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He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us
together with CHRIST (by grace ye are saved) and hath raised us
up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in CHRIST
JESUS" (Eph. ii. 4-6). Have we felt His quickening power ~
Do we know what it is to be born of GOD and to have experienced
the richness of His mercy and the greatness of His love ~ We
cannot say that we belong to this family unless we have been
regenerated by the SPIRIT.
4. This family is a holy family.
The great end of their election is that they should be holy and
without blame before Him in love (Eph. i. 4). Hence they are
all sanctified by the SPIRIT (1 Cor. vi. 11). As the Church of
England Catechism expresses it, "GOD the HOLY GHOST" is He
"Who sanctifieth me and all the elect people of GOD." This
sanctifying and separating work of the SPIRIT issues in a morally
holy life. 'The spirit-taught members of the family of GOD abhor
the thought of continuing in sin that grace may abound.
Antinomianism is no part of their creed. So far from that, this
inspired Epistle to the Ephesians exhorts them to walk worthy of
their vocation" with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love." They are to "put on the new
man, which after GOD is created in righteousness and true holiness."
All bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, and evil-speaking are to be
put away, and they are to walk in love and to walk circumspectly.
As dear children they are to be imitators of their Divine FATHER.
Dear godly readers, may we humbly and prayerfully seek daily
for that grace which alone enables us to walk as becomes the
members of this heavenly family. Pride, arrogance, harshness,
neglect of prayer and of the Word, should not characterize the
LORD'S people. The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit should
especially adorn those who believe that they have nothing which
they did not receive.
5. They are a united family.
All the members are in living union with the Head. United to
Him they are united to each other. Though often sundered from
each other by outward circumstances they are vitally united and
they jointly participate in the life that is in CHRIST. This life is
eternal and they shall never perish. The family is one. One
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SPIRIT animates all the members. One LORD is owned and recognized. One faith is believed. One hope cheers their hearts.
One GOD and FATHER is above and through and in them all (Eph.
iv. 4-6). The whole family is divided into two great companies.
One company is in heaven-the Church triumphant. The other
company is on earth-the Church militant. A great re-union of
the whole family will take place when the LORD JESUS returns.
When He comes back He will bring with Him the saints who have
fallen asleep. The dead in CHRIST shall then be re-united to their
·bodies in resurrection glory, and all living believers, having been
changed, the whole family will be CAUGHT UP TOGETHER in the
clouds to meet the LORD in the air, and so shall they ever be with
the LORD (1 Thess. iv. 14-17). What joy there is now when
families-whole families-unbroken by death, have their times of
re-union. When, however, the whole elect family of GOD are
gathered together from the East, the West, the North, and the
South, the joy will indeed be unspeakable and incomparable.
6. They are a happy family.
The members have their various peculiarities, but they are
happy in the LORD. Under Divine training they are" taught of
GOD to love one another" (1 Thess. iv. 9). The fruit of the SPIRIT
who dwells in all the members is love. It would be untrue to
say that family differences and disputes do not arise, but the
family Bible which they read says to them, "Beloved, let us
love one another: for love is of GOD; and everyone that loveth
is born of GOD, and knoweth GOD" (1 John iv. 7).
The family Bible also bids them to remember one another in
prayer, and this helps to bind them together in happy fellowship.
7. Lastly, they are a family well provided for.
They are well fed (John vi. 35). They are well clothed (Isa. lxi.
10). They are well educated. They are all taught of GOD (John vi.
45). They have splendid prospects. They are heirs of the kingdom
which GOD hath promised to them that love Him. They are
predestined to eternal glory. Dear readers, do you belong to this
family ~ If so, you are indeed Divinely favoured. When CHRIST,
Who is your life, shall appear, then shall you also appear with
Him in glory.
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR.
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
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THE LORD'S CUP OF SUFFERING.
" The cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it? "JOHN xviii. 11.

THE word "cup" is often used in a figurative sense to denote
one's lot or experience. Sometimes it denotes a joyful and blessed
experience, as when the Psalmist says, " Thou anointest my head
with oil; my cup runneth over"; "I will take the cup of salvation
and call upon the name of the Lord" (Psa. :xxiii. 5; cxvi. 13).
Sometimes it denotes those chastisements which the Lord in love
inflicts upon His people. Thus the prophet speaks to God's ancient
people and says, " Awake, awake, stand up, 0 Jerusalem, which
hast drunk at the hand of the Lord the cup of His fury; thou
hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, and wrung them
out" (Isa. li. 17). Sometimes" cup" denotes the suflerings which
,come to God's people because they belong to Christ. To James
.and John our Lord said, "Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that
I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall
ye be baptized" (Mark x. 39). Sometimes the word is used of
the judgments which God will bring upon the wicked. "Upon
the wicked He shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible
tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup." The worshippers
of the beast " shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which
is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation."
There will be given to great Babylon "the cup of the wine of
the fierceness of His wrath" (see Psa. xi. 6; Rev. xiv. 10; xvi.
19).
. A cup had been put into the holy hands of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It was a cup which His Father had given Him to drink. Let us
draw near and reverently think of its character.
1. It was a cup of penal suffering.
He was in Gethsemane. His soul was exceeding sorrowful even
unto death, and in reference to this intense sorrow and trial through
which He was passing" He fell on His face, and prayed, saying,
o My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt" (Matt. xxvi. 38, 39).
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What was the Lord thinking about when He thus spake of this
cup ~ Surely He had in view the atoning death which He was
about to die. "The draught appointed for Christ was, to suffer
the death of the cross for the reconciliation of the world. He
says, therefore, that He must drink the cup which His Father
measured out and delivered to Him" (Calvin). The drinking of
that cup involved His rejection by the ecclesiastical and civil
rulers and by the people at large. It involved His betrayal by
a professed disciple and His temporary desertion by His true
followers. It involved His being spat upon, scourged, and derided.
It involved the shame and the suffering of the cross, and His
being treated as a malefactor and numbered amongst the transgressors. It meant that He, the Holy One, the sinless One, had
imputed to Him all the sins of all His elect people, so .that in
dying He was wounded for their transgressions and bruised for
their iniquities. It meant not only the sufferings of His body
but those intense, unfathomable, and unknowable sufferings of
His heart, mind, and soul which wrung from Him that bitter,
though still trustful cry, "My God, My God, why hast Thou
•
forsaken Me ~" The whole weight of the sins of His people was.
borne by Him. The full and deserved penalty of those sins was
endured by Him as their Holy Substitute and Surety, and He
thus drank the cup of penal wrath in their stead. "By the cup
is meant t.he wrath of God, and punishment due to sin, endured
by Christ in His sufferings. . . . And a dreadful one it was, a
cup of trembling and astonishment, of curse, and not of blessing,
of wrath and fury" (Dr. Gill).
2. Note further that it was a cup Divinely given.
The Lord Jesus speaks of it as "the cup w4ich My Father hath
given Me." Christ as an obedient Son took the cup from His
Father's hand. It is true that Satan and his human agents had
conspired to bring about the crucifixion of the Lord of glory.
The professing Church united in saying, "Away with Him. Let
Him be crucified." Wicked minds hated the holy One and the
Just. Wicked hands seized His holy person, beat Him and nailed
Him to the tree. But behind all the sin of Satan and of men was
the eternal design and purpose of God. "Him, being delivered
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
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taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:' It was
the Father who said, "Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd,
and against the Man that is My Fellow. , , , Smite the Shepherd,
and the sheep shall be scattered" (7:ech, xiii. n It was J ehovah
Who laid on Him the iniquity of His people, " It pleased J ehovah
to bruise Him" (Isa, liii, 6, 10), The Father spared not His own
Son, but delivered Him up for all His people, He put this cup
into the hands of His eternal, His only, His well-beloved Son,
the Son in Whom He was well pleased, The death of Christ
was the fulfilment of a Divine purpose. His betrayers and
murderers fulfilled the voices of the prophets in condemning Him
'(Acts xiii. 27). This Divine purpose gives atoning value to His
sUfferings.
3. It was a cup voluntarily and submissively drunk.
The Father and the Son were of one mind in this great transaction. The Father sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins. On the other hand the Son came voluntarily to do His
Father's ,viII. "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God," He said
(Heb. x. 9). The voluntary character of His atoning death is
clearly taught by Himself. "I lay down My life, that I might
take it again. No mail taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of
Myself." He only permitted His enemies to treat Him as they
did, Their wicked hands could not have touched Him without
His permission. He voluntarily bowed His head and yielded up
His spirit. And as He drank this cup of penal suffering voluntarily,
so He did so submissively, Knowing full well the terrible
ingredients of the cup which His Father had placed in His hands,
He naturally shrank from it and cried, "0 My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from Me." "Neve~theless," He added,
"not as I will, but as Thou wilt." "If this cup may not pass
from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done" (Matt. xxvi. 39, 42).
His meat was to do His Father's will. To do this He came down
from heaven. He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered, Voluntarily and yet in full submission to His Father's
will He took the cup and drank it. There was no compulsion.
His death was the outcome of an eternal covenant of which the
Lord Jesus was the willing and voluntary Surety (see Heb. xiii.
20; vii. 22).
,
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4. It was a cup drunk for the eternal benefit of His people.
"For the transgression of 1\1y people," saith J ehovah, "was
He stricken." In dying "He bare the sin of many," i.e., He
bare the punishment due to their sin. He died the Just for the
unjust, that He might bring them to God. With His stripes,
through His substituting Himself in death in their stead, they are
healed. He came to give His life a ransom instead of many.
It follows then, that this cup haVing been drunk to the very dregs
in the place of His people, there is no cup of penal suffering for
them. The blood of the new Covenant was expressly shed to
secure the remission of their sins. It attained its great end, and
hence God says, "Their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more," and" Where remission of these is there is no more offering
for sin." "By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that
are sanctified" (Heb. x. 17, 18, 14). Christ hath redeemed His
people from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them.
o the blessedness and the everlasting consolation of this great
and glorious truth.
"1\1y sins deserve eternal death, but Jesus died for me." He
took my place. "He loved me and gave Himself for me." The
Father loved me and sent His Son to do this. The Holy Ghost
10ved me, convinced me of sin, and testified of Christ to my soul.
" Death and the curse were in our cup:
o Christ, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop,
'Tis empty now for me :
That bitter cup, love drank it up;
Now blessings draught for me.
" For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee:
Thou'rt risen-my bands are all untied;
And now Thou Iiv'st in me :
When purified, made white and tried,
Thy glory then for me."
The drinking of that cup by our adorable Redeemer has secured
ior all His people all covenanted blessings. On the ground of
His substitutionary death their sins are forgiven, they are put
in God's' family, they are kept and provided for now, and shall
inherit glory hereafter. We may learn a practical lesson from
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the drinking of this cup by our holy Substitute. We may
recognize that the cups of trial which we have to drink are all
of our Father's appointment, and we may seek for grace to take
them as from Him and to drink them with ,full and even cheerful
submission to His holy will. But the great thought brought to
our notice is that our gracious Redeemer, out of love to the sheep
of His hand, drank the cup of penal suffering to secure their
eternal deliverance from the merited consequence of their sins.
What is that great multitude which we see arrayed in white robes 1
and whence came they 1 "These are they which came out of
great tribulation, and have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb," the blood which He shed when He
drank the cup in their stead. ," Therefore are they before the
throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple"
(Rev. vii. 13-15).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

"

THE

EDITOR.

THE .ONLY SOURCE OF SAVING KNOWLEDGE .
" ALL experience shows that without the written Word, men everywhere and in all ages are ignorant of Divine things-without God,
without Christ, and without hope in the world. The SUll is not more
obviously the source of light than the Bible is the source of Divine
knowledge. The absence of the one is as clearly indicated as the
absence of the other. It 'is incredible that an inward revelation of
saving truth is made to every man by the Holy Spirit, if the appropriate
effects of that revelation are nowhere manifested. It is to be remem·
bered that without the knowledge of God, there can be no religion.
Without right apprehensions of the Supreme Being, there can be
no right affections towards Him. Withont the knowledge of Christ,
there can be no faith in Him. Without truth there can be no holiness,
any more than there can be vision without light. As right apprehenbions of God, and holiness of heart and life, are nowhere found
where the Scnptures are unknown, it is plain that the Scriptures,
and not an inward light common ,to all men, are, by the ordinance
of God, the only ,source to us of saving and sanctifying knowledge."
~Hodge's Systematic Theology, Vo!. I, p. 101.
" GOD has therefore two ways of teaching; for, first, He sounds
in our ears by the mouth of men; and, secondly, He addresses us
inwardly by His Spirit; and He does this either at the same moment
or at different times, as He thinks fit."--Galvin.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And when the day began to wear away, then came the twelve and said
unto him, Send the multitude away, that they may go into the towns
and country round about, and lodge, and get victuals,. for we are
here in a desert place. But He said unto them, give ye them to eat.
And they said, We have no more but five loaves and two fishes ,. except
we should go and buy meat for all this people. For they were about
five thousand men. And He said unto His disciples, Make them to
sit down by fifties in a company. And they did so, and made them all
sit down. Then He took the five 1000ves and the two fishes, and lool.:'ing
up to heaven, He blessed them, and brake, and gave to the disciples
to set before the multitude. And they did all eat and were filled,.
and there was taken up of fragments that remained to them twelve
baskets."-LuKE ix. 12-17.
WHAT a mistake these disciples of Jesus made! It was but one of
their many simple, ignorant, shortsighted remarks! It was characteristic of them, and but an outcome of their suffering, fallen, tempted,
sinning natures. It is true, this place around Beth<iaida was desert,
speaking geographically, and it probably appeared as a desert would,
deserted, desolate, waste, solitary, lonely! But "think of the shortsightedness of these dear men! To come and tell Jesus that" this is
a desert place," when He, the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and earth,
,vas there; when He in Whose Hand is the life of every living thing,
Whose are the cattle upon a thousand hills, Whose is the silver and
the gold,. was there to display His power! But they were ignorant
and forgetful still! Had it been otherwise they would have just
come and told Jesus that the people needed supplying with food, knowing He was able but to speak and it would be done! But they came
just the simple men that they were (loved with an everlasting, unchange·
able love neverthel"'l.s), and drawn in their need to Jesus, Who they
knew alone could deal with the difficulty, though they saw not the
way He would deal with it. How could it be desert where He was!
" The desert were an Eden, with Thy blest company."

,

" A waste-howling wilderness" is made to sing and rejoice, where
He finds His people. Jacob, the wrestler, could find a blessing in the
desert. Moses, the servant of God, had his place of blessed training at
the back-side of the'desert, and ofttimes have not His saints found" the
wilderness and "the solitary place to rejoice and blossom as the rose"
when He has met them there and blessed them 1 Did He not call His
weary, sorrowful disciples, who came to tell Him of the beheading of
John Baptist, to " Come apart into a desert place and rest awhile" 1
That "~desert place" was a sweet rest and r~freshing of soul to those
friends_of the Di~ine and sympathizing Saviour because H; was there
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with them! And so with what Divine compassion and tender love
He answers the disciples on this occasion. "They need not depart.
-Oh! no. Jesus has infinite resources at command! He Who creates
the appetite has but to command the supply! And what He did as
Son of man with the natural things of life is far more exemplified in
His spiritual dealings with His sons and daughters. What He was
when upon earth-what He was "yesterday," He is "to·day and
-for -ever~"
H

In Christ my treasure's all contained;

By Him my feeble soul's sustained;
From Him I all things do receive;
Through Him my soul does daily live."
He Who was the God of the manna of the wilderness days, could
give them now to eat; and nolle would lack his portion, not one go
short. There was no sending that multitude away to buy for themselves, whilst Jesus was there! "They need not depart!' "Give
ye them to eat." May this word sink down in your heart and mine,
dear readers, when we, it may be, are weary and faint, hard pressed,
and much -discouraged in the way. May enabling grace give us to
press our case, and to take no denial, and to wait upon Him ""t-il He
bless us with fresh supplies of grace, strength, and renewal. We know
not how He will bless us, in what way He may answer our request, but
of this we may be sure, He will bless us. He wiII not send us empty
away. He will not reject the hUlllblest suit, and He wiII yet have
mercy. And so there was no thought in the mind of Jesus to send
these thousands away. "Make the men to sit down," He bid His
disciples, and the disciples "made them all sit down" "by fifties in
a company" to the number of "five thousand." Perhaps the disciples
began now to think of mercies past; of some of His wonderful miracles,
of His tender compassion and healing power of which they had been
witnesses so many times. At all events they obeyed His Word. They
did not dispute the point. They did just as He told them, and that
large company were made willing, as His creatures must always be in
the day of His power. All was order and precision, for our God is the
God of order. The great multitude, docile now as lambs, sat down
as they were told, in companies of fifties, upon the green grass. Why,
it sounds as though the very presence of Jesus had "blessed the
springing thereof" that we should read of " green grass" in this desert
place! It is all blessing where He is! He has but to take the five
loaves .and two fishes, to look up to heaven, and to bless them. Then
He brake, and gave to the disciples to set before the multitude. And
they who had sat down, that expectant, waiting company, "did all
eat and were filled." No disappoiuting them! Not one coming short
of his portion. Not the least, nor YOlU1gest, nor weakest, able to say,
"He blessed others; He failed me." Just as with the Israelites in
the wilderness, gathering the manna, whe'n, "he that gathered much
had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they
gathered every man according to his eating," so this company, fed
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by Jesus, had their full portion. They did all eat and were filled,
satisfied! And the heart of Jesus was rejoicing doubtless, whilst He
was doing weary sinneJ"13 good, in thinking of that time when He would
have all His blood-washed redeemed children with Him at His table
in His Father's Kingdom, and say, " Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea drink
abundantly, 0 beloved." He alone would presently drink of the cup
that His Father had given Him! He alone would drink to the dregs
the cup of Divine wrath and condemnation due to us. And all, that
we might drink the cup of blessing, the cup of everlasting joy, and feed
upon the Bread of Heaven Who was given for us r111to all eternity.
He knew He was the Paschal Lamb by God appointed, the One Who
should by His own merits be the full Supplier of all His people's needs;
the glorious Substitute whereby His people would go free. He knew
that He would be the Jehovah-Jireh to provide for us until we want
no more.

One thought more_ Whilst this great company' did all eat and
were filled" and satisfied at the all-multiplying Hand of Jesus, He
also saw to it, that the disciples should not lack their portion. None
of His children will ever come short. None will ever be overlooked
or forgotten.
They, who had waite.d upon this large company, were now also to
be compensated. "And there was taken up of fragments that
remained to them twelve baskets." The disciples were twelve. There
was a basketful for each. Just as a loaf was appointed on the table
of shewbread for each tribe, the smallest tribe (Benjamilr) sharillg
equally with the largest, so a basketful for each disciple. None
shall lack his portion. Not one of His children shall come short. Not
the least and humblest shall be sent empty away. As I write, the
thought occurs to me how the Lord will not allow any of His dear
ministering servants to go empty. "The labourer is worthy of his
reward."

"He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearilrg precious seed, shall
doubtless come again bringing his sheaves with him." "They that
sow in tears shall reap in joy."
Every God-sent minister of the everlasting Gospel, who is by Divine
grace and teaching and rmction feeding precious souls, shall be likewise fed. There shall be bread for the sower as well as for the eater,
and they shall receive likewise blessing from the Lord. Just as the
disciples had each their basketful, so every servant of the Lord who
" waiteth upon his master shall be honoured."
And there is no waste in the economy of. grace. All that bread and
the two small fishps had been blessed under -the multiplying Hand of
Jesus. So not a fragment of it must be lost or fail in its appointed
end. It was hallowed and sanctified as all His gifts. If your portion
be but a crumb of mercy, dear reader, it will be your sufficiency,
your enough. The Lord, the Giver, is able to multiply it and to make
all grace to abound in you. If it is but a fragment, it is bread broken
for you-bread wming from the one Loaf, the Body broken tor you,
and you will cry out in grateful adoration,
II
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of heavell,
Feed me till I want no more."

Let the words of our subject sink into our hearts, as we are journeying
through a desert waste and wild. When we are hungry, faint, and
weary-let, I say, the words of our Gospel narrative sink into our
hearts, coming as they did from the lips of the ever·living Jesus"They need not depart." "lIfake them to sit down." "I am the
Bread of Life." "They shall sit with Me in My throne." "And they
did all eat and were filled." "He that believeth on Me shall never
thirst." "They shall hunger no more."
Children of God! Quarrel not with your desert places! He is with
you there and can make the wilderness and the solitary place to rejoice
and blossom as the rose. In the dreary and dark places into which
you may be brought, remember it may be that His glory may shine
the brighter. Yo~r deep places may be for the display of His wonderful deliverances, and your dark days give Him His gracious opportunity,
as the Sun of Righteonsness, to arise with healing in His wings.
"Every step in all the journey
Shall reveal Thy care and love,
When with opened eyes I trace it
From the radiant heights above."

MISS ANNE STEELE, THE HYMN WRITER.
MR. Nathaniel R. R. Young, of Devizes, having made inquiries as
to the grave of llliss Anne Steelll, the hymn writer, has sent us
particulars as to her tombstone. It appears that the gifted authoress
of such hymns as " Father of mercies, in Thy Word," " Father, whate'er of earthly bliss," and "Dear Refuge of my weary soul," was
buried in Broughton Churchyard, near Stockbridge, in Hampshire.
Stockbridge is situated between Andover and Southampton.
The inscription 011 Miss Steele's grave is as follows ;ANNE STEELE,

daughter of Mr. William Steele,
dyed Nov. 11th, 1778, aged
. 61 years and 6 months.
" Silent the lyre and dumb the tunefnl tongue,
That sang on earth her great Redeemer's praise;
But now in Heaven she joins the angelic song,
In more hal"monions, more exalted lay.s."

Miss Steele's father and mother are both buried in the same tomb,
her father, William Steele, having died in 1769, and her mother, Anne
Steele, having died in 1720.
THE EDITOR.
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REOTOR

" Pilate sait!! unto Him, Wl",t is trut!!? "-JOHN xviii. 38.
and many a time has Pilate's question been asked by very
different characters from him, and with very different motives from
his. It has been a question with many of the Lord's own people
ever since the world began, and now, in these latter days, when conflicting statements and diversities of opinions in connection with
divine truth are so multiplied, it is pressed with more anxiety than
ever. Which of us all has not some time or another been brought
to a standstill concerning the truth ~ I should say not one-i.e.,
~upposing we have ever seriously thought about divine things. The
day in which we live is one of fearful sifting indeed. It is· fearful
i>n account of the multitudinous forms and shapes the pretended truth
assumes. In days gone by, when there were but two great opinionsnamely, Popish opinion and Protestant opinion-poor souls were
not so dreadfully harassed as they are now; but, in the present day,
when Protestant opinion has multiplied itself into so many forms,
it is indeed an all-absorbing question, "What is Truth ~" To me
individually, and to some of you, it is no longer a question. Our
minds have been made up. We see the truth amidst all the clouds
and rubbish that surround it; but with many of us it is otherwise,
and I have no Doubt but there are dear children of God harassed
and toTmented with the question this very hOUT, " What is truth " ~
I pray God to enable me to help some of you to answer this question
scripturally.
(I) I would open up the text and e•.tract from the Lord's obseTvations in the context, and from .other Scriptures, a true answer to the
question as it has suggested itself to your own minds; and (Il) Make
,some pertinent observations.
1. I think that the general impression Tegarding Pilate's meaning
by the question is erroneous. The majority of people (I suppose
adopting Bacon's idea) fancy that Pilate put the question in derision.
" 'What is truth ~ ' said jesting Pilate," is the first sentence in one of
Bacon's Essays. Pilate was not jesting at all when he put the
question. It is evident (as an acute reasoner, the late Archbishop Whateley, observes) that, notwithstanding Pilate's notorious
indifference to justice, he was veTy anxious to release Jesus..
An ordinary reader of the narrative must come to this conclusion.
He made several attempts to persuade the Jews to withdraw their
charges against Christ. But what was the motive ~ Not love of
justice-not a liking for Christ or His doctrine; but fear or selfishness.
He evidently knew that Jesus had wrought by supernatural power;
MANY
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and he was afraid he himself might be a sufferer by it, so he sought
to release Christ; or he fancied that in case Christ did set up a Kingdom, he himself might have a chance of a high office in it; so Pilate
sought to release Jesus: I believe we are not .misjudging the mall
when we come to these conclusions, He caI'ed not for tmth 01' justice
or for Christ, except to further his own ends. Let us read the context
(John xviii. 33-38), "Then Pilate entered into the judgement hall
again, 'and called Jesus, and said unto Him, Art Thou the King of
the Jews 1 Jesus answered hinI, Sayest thou this thing of thyself,
or did others tell it thee of Me 1 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew 1 Thine
own nation and the chief priests have delivered Thee unto me: what
hast Thou clone 1 Jesus answered, My kingdoIP is not of this world:
if My kingdom were of this world, then would My servants fight,
that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is My kingdom
not from hence. Pilate therefore said unto Him, Art Thou a King
then 1 Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a King. To this
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should
bear witness unto the tmth. Everyone that is of the truth heareth
My voice. Pilate saith unto Him, What is truth 1 And when he
had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them,
I find in Him no fault at all." The intent of Pilate in putting the
question to Jesus, "Art Thou the King of the Jews 1 " was for the
purpose of incriminating Him: for, had Christ laid. claim to a temporal
kingdom, it would have been high treason against the Roman
Emperor. Christ, instead of giving a direct negative to this question,
asked in His turn, "Sayest thou this of thyself," etc., i.e., Do you
make this inquiry from your own opinion of my conduct, 01' have
you heard from others 1 etc. Mark you, in vel'. 36-37, Christ confesses
that He was a King, but not of a temporal kingdom: so that Pontius
Pilate 01' his master had nothing to fear. "My kingdom is not of
this world, and My subjects are they who heal' and obey the truth."
This answer puzzled Pilate, and induced him to ask the question,
"What is truth 1" It is as if he had said to ChI'ist, "I ask you
about YOUI' claims to empire, and you tell me about truth; what
has truth to do with the question 1" This is evidently the meaning
of Pilate. He was not making any inquiry as to the precise definitiou
of truth, nor was he asking the question in derision, for he was in no.
derisive mood, but under the effects of fear (and after this did his.
best to release Christ); but he wanted to be informed by Christ
Himself what were really His claims to empire. Having now cleared
away popular misconceptions in this matter, let me turn the question
to good account, and see if we cannot get an edifying answer to it
from what Christ let drop on this occasion. "What is tl'Uth 1 " .
have you and I often and often asked, without ever remembering
that a deal of information upon the point has been given by Christ
Himself in His conversation with Pilate.
First. The very first portion of tl'Uth derivable from Christ's
words here is, that He is j{ing, "Thou sayest that I am a King,"
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Mid He to Pilate. This is Hebraism, and is equivalent to the affirmation, "I am a King." And you Jrnow with that title" King" is
associated everything that is honourable, powerful, commanding,
. wise, majestic, just, and great. Such is King Jesus. To this end
was He born, and for this· cause came He into the world, that He
should bear witness unto this great truth.
Secondly. The second portion of truth we gather from this
. conversation is that Christ is a spiritual King, not a worldly King.
"' My. kingdom," said He, "is not of this world," etc. It derives'
not its rights or its power or authority from anything earthly: its
origin is above: it is of heaven: it is of God.
Thirdly. And, lest there should be any mistake as to the subjects
of this kingdom, Christ minutely describes them thus: "Every
·one that is of the truth heareth My voice"; i.e., everyone who is a
subject of My kingdom puts implicit confidence in all I say, is willing
to receive what I shall declare unto him, and to follow where I shall
lead him.
If we had no morc elaborate answer to our question, "\Vhat is
truth ~ " we might be content: we might accurately test ourselves
as to whether we are subjects of Christ's kingdom by this explanation
alone: (1) Do we acknowledge Christ's kingship ~ (2) Do we place
'implicit confidence -in all He says ~ (3) Do we follow Him where
He leads? If we can answer these questions in the affirmative we
may be certain we Jrnow the truth; and, if we receive this truth in
the love of it, we may be sure it has made us free-free from the curse.
of the law, free from the penal effects of sin, free from the beggarly
dements, free from the power of death and the grave.
But there is more explicit information than even this upon the
question, "What is truth?" Inspired men, as well as Christ Himself, have left ample information upon record in answer to the question:
It is (1) that man by nature is fallen and ruined; (2) that the poor
wretch is furthermore totally ignorant of the fact; (3) that no voice
but Jehovah's, no power but His, no arm but His, can raise or deliver
or awaken ruined man; (4) that that voice or that power shall be
exerted in behalf of everyone of the redeemed family at the set time
'fo! manifestation; (5) that not one of such shall ever perish, but
shall be ultimately made more than conqueror over every opponent,
every lust, and every devil; (6) that when the Lord J ehovah awakens
or quickens one of His redeemed, a terrible conflict ensues between
the flesh and the Spirit, which will never end but with death.
There you have a complete answer to the question that has so often
agitated your minds, and a blessed appendix is added to it by God
Himself, namely, that Christ's followers shall know these truths.
God has guaranteed that all His people shall be taught of Himself
'(IBa. lxv. 13). 0 blesBed climax ! for, if our teaching depended upon
JUan, the greatest, most gifted, the most learned of men, where would
be the guarantee of our being taught truth? We can see with our
own eyes that many of the greatest and most learned of men are
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actually as ignorant with regard to Divine truth as the great heathen
philosophers of old-ignorant of their own fall and utter ruin, ignorant
of God's plan of salvation, ignorant of the quickening power of the
Holy Ghost, ignorant of the righteousness of Christ, ignorant of
everything that is essential to the being of a subject of Christ's kingdom, and consequently living without hope and without God in the
world. Oh, then, my hearers,. be not cast down by reason of the
multitudinous opinions, sta.tements, and assertions concerning tmth,
TRUTH is one, like its great Author; and they who are Christ's subjects,
or are predetermined to be, sha1l1mow it practically and experimentally, for the Lord hath spoken it. I, for one, am as certain as that
I am alive that the vast masses of men, both learned and unlearned,
are totally in the dark with regard to divine truth; and that he or
she who knows in head and hea.rt what I have laid down for you just
now, be he or she never so unlearned or ungifted, is a member of
Christ's kingdom, and will be a subject of His in everlasting glory.
n. And now bear with me whilst I make some improving l'emarks
on all this.
First. What a miserable state of delusion must those be in who,
though professing to be. members of Christ's kingdom, are following
h:ud after the concerns of this world, devoting their best energies
to politics and agitation, or to the accumulation of wealth, 0< the
pursuit of honour. What has a member of Christ's kingdom to do
. with worldly politics, riches, or honour 1 Nothing! Brethren, it is
the business of Christ's subjects to be submissive to the powers that
be, to pray for wisdom to be given them, that they may rule with
justice, aud to do all in their power to spread the truth as it is in
Jesus. But, as for the vain attempt to make this world better by
carnal policy or effort, it is as absurd as it is totally impotent. The
world will never be better at this side Christ's coming. Oh, then, let
lis who profess to be subjects of Christ's kingdom have our affections
set on things above!
Secondly. What a melancholy state of infatuation must those
parties be in, who, though professing to be subjects of Christ's kingdom, think of preparing men to receive the Gospel of Christ. Why,
they who know the truth, and have been made free by it, are as
convinced as they are .of their existence that man cannot begin with
God. It is God who must begin. Some untaught enthusiasts fancy
that if they could only get men to be sober, and leave off drink, they
would have plastic creatures to their hand for the receptiQn of truth.
Alas! it is a truth that a man may be made sober to be only a twofold
child of the devil.
Thirdly. What a wretched policy is that of some who, though
professing to be subjects of Christ's kingdom, witbhold a great portion
of the truth from the people, fearing, forsooth, that they might make
an ill use of it! Was this Christ's policy 1 Was it the apostles'
policy 1 Why should it be our" 1 Are we wiser 1
o Lord, teach Thy chosen ones, and enable them to believe and
to proclaim that Thy kingdom is nQt of this world!
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THE PIERCED ONE.
A SERMON PREACHED IN YEOVIL CHURCH ON GOOD FRIDAY,
APRIL 2ND, 1848, BY THE REv. ROBERT PHELIPS.
" They shall look upon Me Whom they have piereed."-ZECH. xii. 10.
THIS is part of the prophecy of Zechariah touching on a future period
of the history of Israel. You will find by reading through the chapter
that it is Jehovah Himself speaking in reference to His future purpose
as to that wonderful people, whom He has selected, and whom alone
He has ever selected to be His· own nation upon this earth.
It commences with a declaration from J ehovah Himself in the first
verse, that the burden of the Word of the Lord is for Israel, not against
Israel; it speaks not in those awful terms in which Jehovah sometimes
addresses that nation by His inspired servants, that He would cast
them away, and scatter them into all lands for some grievous sin
which they would co=it; nor is it like the language of our Lord
at His first advent, when He was J ehovah manifest in the flesh, when
He wept over Jerusalem and said, " Your house is left unto you
desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till
ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord."
It is at this very period, after the awful desolation of the people of
Israel, that the Lord is here speaking of returning mercy to that
nation, as a nation. And amidst the various judgements which He
has predicted against all nations which should combine against that
people, He declares that He would stretch out His own hand in their
favour, and again make bare His arm for their salvation. "It shaU
come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations
that come against Jerusalem." The verse precedes that from which my
text is taken. At His first coming He brought His avenging nation
against Jerusalem, and laid it even to the ground; but on this occasion,
" It shall come to pass that I will seek to destroy all the nations. that
come against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house of David,
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications; and they shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced,
and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son,
and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his
firstborn." Observe the necessity of carrying down this promise
.to a period yet future, for never has it yet occurred; they have never
looked, as a nation, as a people, as the house of David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, under the influeuce of the spirit of grace
and supplications, upon Him Whom their fathers pierced. And. here
we find a strong argument for the identity of Messiah when He shall
appear in all His glory as the Redeemer of His people; He must be
One that bears the marks of a pierced being. And therefore it shows
the fact that it must be a second coming, subsequent to that great
event which is cpmmemorated this day, the piercings of God manifest.
in the flesh; when He "was contented to be betrayed and given up
into the hands of sinful men," to be crucified and slain, and to "die
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the Just for the unjust that He might bring us to God." But, it is
the same event. The eye of J ehovah looks down ,to a time yet future,
when the fullest display of His glory shall be made, and that glory
become visible through the Pierced One, through the piercings of
· that Immanuel Who is exhibited in that very scene which ,ve this
· day co=emorate, and which has been commemorated by the Church
· of the redeemed from that time to the present, when He hung a lifeless
corpse upon the accursed tree, the tree of Calvary, and died there a
blessing for His people; bearing their sins in His OWIl body on the
tree, that by His stripes they might be healed. And when Jehovah
shall manifest the full tide of His glory upon such an earth as ours,
it will be by the fullest exhibition of that Object which it is now the
privilege of all God's redeemed and regenerate children to behold,
and to behold as all their salvation and all their desire, the one, the
alone, the exclusive Saviour and Redeemer of His people. And
they now look upon Him by faith, Who was pierced as on this day,
so many centuries ago, and pierced that He might open in His own
side a fountain to. wash .away all their sins and all their uncleanness.
And now, brethren, let us seek the gracious influence of the Holy
Spirit, Who alone can savingly open a poor sinner's eyes to behold
witli an appropriating interest this glorious object, and Who alone
can glorify Christ to the poor sinner's soul so that that sinner might
find in the Pierced One all his salvation and all his desire.
There are two points in our text; the first is the Object described,
and the second is the mode of contemplation, "They shall look upon
Me, Whom they have pierced." But as to the Object, we shall find
several particulars enumerated by which He might be identified, by
which He stands forth distinguished from all other objects in the
universe. For you might observe that in the crucifixion of our Lord
others were crucified too. But there is one being that can answer
the definition given of that individual here spoken of; one only who
ever has been or ever will be presented to the eye of faith as the ground
of hope to a perishing sinner. You will remark throughout the whole
. of this chapter that there is one speaker, and that speaker calls Himself
J ehovah, the Lord. The word" Lord" you see is in the larger letters
which our Reformers introduced in their translation in order to point
out the name of Jehovah, the incommunicable name of Deity, as distinct
from other words which they also translated Lord; and thereforc,
whenever you see that form of word in the larger letters as Lord here,
remember it signifies the incommunicable name of Jehovah; it means
esSential Deity. So our Lord seems to use the very expression, and
. was understood as applying it to Himself, when He was questioned
as to His age in reference to having seen Abraham, " Hast thou seen
Abraham 1 Thou art not yet fifty years old; whom makest thou
thyself 1" said the Jews; and then He answers, "Verily, verily,
I say' unto you, before Abraham was, I AM." It is .Jehovah; the
meaning of .the word is self·existence, and therefore a Be~g not
.dependent upon others; a Being in the mystery of ita own eternity
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only known to the Eternal. It is the same form of expression as He
is pleased to use to Moses when He sent him in His message to Pharaoh,
and Moses asks, If the children of Israel shall enquire, what is the
name of that God of the Hebrews to Whose worship we are to go
forth from Egypt 1 "What is His name 1" God says unto Moses,
" I AM THAT I AM; and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children
of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." Here is the very name
appropriated by Christ when He declares, "Before Abraham was,
I AM." Because He is the one self-existent Jehovah; and therefore
when He appears to Moses in the burning bush, as a symbol of His
Church to the end of time, He bids Moses put off his shoes from off
his feet, for the' ground whereon he stood was holy ground. And
there He reveals His name not only as J ehovah, but the gracious
relation in which He would stand to His people to thl' end of time:
" I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ;
this is My name for ever, and this is My memorial unto all generations."
It is this point which is essentially important to our view of the
Crucified One; and although He becomes identified by the nature
that was pierced, in which the wounds of salvation were made, yet
it is not His person that was pierced, it is the Person Who assumed
a nature capable of being pierced, and thus to be identified as the
only Saviour of the lost, the long.promised Redeemer of His people_
I say that although the human nature of the Individual is here
evidently portrayed as the Pierced One (for neither His Divine nature
nor his human soul is capable of exhibiting the marks which were
to identify the Pierced One), yet that which gave to His human form
all the glory and all the power of Salvation was the Person resident
in that nature. Hence you will find that the nature pierced is
constantly spoken of as a nature assumed into a pre-existent Being.'
He is J ehovah in the passage before us; so as J ehovah He speaks,
"They shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced." Now the
. nature exhibiting the piercings is distinct from the personal subsistence which is expressed by "Me." And so in perfect analogy
with this definition, you will find that the nature in which He appears
as the Saviour, in which' He offers up the one sacrifice for the everlasting salvation of His people, is constantly spoken of, not as His
own subsistence, but as a nature assumed, taken into union with the
Person already subsisting. And this makes a very strong argument,
an argument which I think never can be controverted, for the Divine
nature of the Person of Jesus as God over all, blessed for ever_ We
know but of three natures as to intelligent beings revealed to us in
Scripture. There is the hmnan nature, consisting of body and soulthere is the angelic nature, which is revealed to us as distinct from
human nature-and then there is the Divine nature,necessarilydistinct
. from both. Now if you turn to Hebrews ii., where an assumed nature
is spoken of in reference to the Redeemer, you will find at once a
repudiation of the angelic, .and an assumption of a nature foreign to
the nature of the Person spoken o.f brought into union with the Person
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Who is subsisting already. "We see Jesus, Who was made a little
lower than the angels," or, as it should have been translated, "for
a little while lower than'the angels," because in His human form He
was, during that humiliation, in subjection in a certain way to, and
dependent upon, the mi,nistry of angels, "for a little while lower than
the angels for the suffering of death, (but now) crowned with glory
and honour." Then" Forasmuch as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same.."
Here we find the assumption of human nature by a Person, Who,
because He was to be the Redeemer, was to be made lower for a little
while than the angels; and in order to this He takes into union with
Himself a portion of the nature of His children. Now the children
are partakers of flesh and blood; they are human creatures; and
therefore the" He" must be distinct from the nature which He
assumes. And then it follows: "Verily He took not on Him the
nature of angels, but He tool<;: on Him the seed of Abraham." Again
in Heb. x., showing the insufficiency of all other sacrifices for sin,
which had been only typical and pre-figurative before, we find a'
solution in the only sacrifice which could meet the demands of Divine
justice, and perfect for ever His chosen, His redeemed people.
" Wherefore when He cometh. into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and
offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me."
You see at once that that" Me " subsisted before the preparation of
the body in which that Person so described was to appear, and in
which nature, so assumed, He was to make that offering by which
alone any of God's people can ever be perfected in the sight of God;
that perfect atonement which the blood of bulls and goats could never
make, but which in the one offering of Christ hath for ever perfected
them that are sanctified, them that are separated, set apart, according
to the will of God, as the objects of His eternal regard, whom He hath
predestinated unto the adoption of children, and for whom He has
provided forgiveness of sins, redemption through the blood of incarnate
Deity. There are many passages of Scripture which lead us to the
same conclusion, where the Person must have had a previous subsistence before He appears in, the likeness of men. The first chapter of
John is decidedly to the point, and so is the second chapter of the
Philippians, where the individual so described 'assunles a nature, the
Person evidently pre-existing; and the nature which He assumes is
denied to be angelic; and therefore His pre-existence could not have
been of the highest order of angels, but an existence totally distinct
from the nature of angels and from the nature which He assumed.
This'is the great mystery of godliness. It is this which is open to
the eye of faith to all God's regenerate children as the fountain at
once of their perfect cleansing, their perfect acceptance with Him,
and their perfect consolation too. It is here that everyone of God's
children, taught by His own Spirit to know and believe in the Lord
Jesus, delights ever to worship; and when they do, by the teaching
of that Spirit, behold their crucified Redeemer, they cannot but be
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filled with joy and peace in believing, and abound in hope through
the power of the Holy Ghost. It is He that glorifies Christ in the
hearts and apprehensions of all the regenerate children of God, and
it is by His ministry, and His alone, that they are led into all truth,
and that they know that God and Saviour in Whom they have believed.
You will find how He exhibits Himself, after the transaction recorded
in the text, to His disciples of old, when He appeared with the body
which He again raised from the grave with all its piercings upon it,
and one of His disciples, who was not present at His first appearing,
exclaimed that he would not believe except he should see in His hands
the print of the nails, and put his finger into the print of the nails,
and thrust his hand into His side. The Lord meets the very doubts
of His disciple, not for his conviction and comfort alone, but for the
full assurance of faith to everyone of His redeemed children to the
end of time. He saith to Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger and
behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My
side" (the very pierced human nature itself), "and be not faithless
but believing." And Thomas saith unto Him, what every really
and truly regenerate child of God will know, and feel, and acknowledge,
" My Lord and my God." Jesus saith illltO him, "Thomas, because
thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed"; and it is through faith in
this great and glorious object, God manifest in the flesh, God pierced
in our flesh, God Who has opened in His own bosom a fountain for
sin and for uncleanness in which He will wash His people from all
their transgression-it is this object, I say, at the present moment,
which meets every feeling of necessity on the part of His people;
and is ever able to fill them with such joy and peace in believing as
our Saviour then pronounced upon His disciples: "Blessed are they
that have not seen and yet have believed."
(To be continued.)

======"HE SITTETH SURELY."
"JESUS Christ . . . on the right hand of Goil.
sitteth surely.
When His Kingdom is mentioned, still you shall find this add~d, ThY'
Throne is for everlasting."-(Thorna.s Goodwin, 1680).
u, He sitteth surely,' Hear, ye bruised and broken.
Nothing can move the throne of God', dear Son.
, He ,itteth surely.' ... Great and glorious token
That what the Lord hath said ... it shall be done.
'He sitteth snrely.' Though the earth be shaken,
And though the hills be cast into the sea,
Christ's people trne shall never be forsaken,
For Christ, their King, doth reign eternally.
. He sitteth surely.' Now may fainting Peter,
Now weeping Mary, too, may hope again;
Yea, doubting Thomases shall find life sweeter,
For Christ, our Saviour, doth for ever reign."
•
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DIVINE TEACHING PROGRESSIVE.

thing that puzzled me while yet a child was what J. then thought
the ignorance of the disciples of Jesus, as manifested in the questions
they asked Him; but I understand it better now. It is still, "Line
upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little"; and,
in addition, some of us have much to unlearn as well as much to learn.
The sixteenth chapter of the Gospel by Matthew is a most precious
illustration of the truth that all Divine teaching is progressive. There
are, in fact,. several distinct steps, in a beautiful and instructive
sequence.
1. We have first the Lord's gentle reproof of the operation of reason,
-the worlring of sense when faith is at a low ebb. "They reasoned
among themselves . . . which when Jesus perceived, He said unto
them, 0 ye of little faith,why reason ye among yourselves 1" How
true it is that, while sense and reason are active, faith is very small.
Reason is not capable of understanding what the Lord does, or what
He speaks; this is the domain of faith. Elijah's servant says, " There
is nothing," because he judges by sight; Elijah says, " There is a sound
Qf abundance," because his faith hears the rain before a drop falls from
the clouds.
But it is blessed to notice how gently the Lord reproves His infant
disciples, and how the reproof is used to impart knowledge. " Do ye
not yet understand 1 "-~' How is it that ye do not understand 1 ""Then lmderstood they!" How forbearing His wisdom! How
gentle His rebuke! How fruitful the lesson of His love! And is it
not the same now 1
2. There are two words in common use in connection with teaching
and learning---instruction and education. Instruction is literally
placing in; education is literally drawing out. Here we have a con·
crete instance of this dual aspect of teaching. "Whom do men say
that I the Son of man am 1 . . . Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the C'hrist, the Son of the living God." This confession of
faith was thus drawn ou.t from Peter; but Peter .had first been the
subject of instruction. "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar·jona; for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, blit My Father which
is in heaven."
Just as human reason cannot lmderstand Divine truth, so flesh and
blood, even in its fairest form, cannot impart it. All saving knowledge of Jesus is, and must be, the result and fruit of Divine revelation.
How blessed to be a favoured subject of Divine revelation!
3. We have next a statement that in later days than days of child. hood we have fOlilld to be very difficult to lillderstand. "Then charged
He His disciples that they should tell no Illan that He was Jesus the
Christ." What! immediately after the confession that He was the
Christ! Why was this 1 1\1any readers of this page will well know
why; especially the Lord's servants. The fact is that the disciples,
even Peter, were not sufficicntly instructed in foundation truths to be
ONE
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entrusted with the proclamation of them; and this again is applicable
to to-day. 0, how little we know Him! We speak of Him, and this
is blessed; bnt oh, to know Hinl so as to speak of Him to any purpose!
How humbling the thought that we have learned so much and know
so ljttle !
4. But the fourth step in this wonderful chapter is what has suggested the line of thought the writer desires to unfold. "From that
time forth BEGAN Jesus to show uuto His disciples how that He lllUSt
go tmto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day."
After all that the Lord had taught them, it would appear surprising
to any not in His school that He should at this particular time begin
to teach this lesson. But it is a most blessed fact that, although there
is ,no new truth, yet there' are seasons when the Lord begins a new line
of teaching, and opens to us truths we were not previously in a lit
condition to learn. Herein shines His supreme wisdom.
A well·known incident in the early life of Queen'Victoria will help
us to realize this. One day the Princess foruld alllong her lessons a·,
genealogical table, which told her exact position in the line of succession.
She said to her governess, " I see I am nearer the throne than I thought.
Now I never knew this before." The baroness replied, "It was not
thought necessal'J that you should, madam."
Cannot we look back, beloved friends, and perhaps especially dear
servants of God, a.nd see how and when and where our Master has
opened out to us a line of teaching for which up to that time we were
unprepared 1 And if we were not capable of receiving it earlier, how
could we impart it to others 1 "From that ,time forth "-the words
are intensely precious-" Jesus began!" And He still begins. We
, are yet in the infant class; we have perhaps learned the alphabet;
and, if so, the day will come when we shall attempt to spell His Name.
And be it noted that in this fourth step the teaching is connected
with His suffering, death, and resurrection. It was but very gradually
that the disciples were taught this; and all true disciples now find the
process is by steps and stages.
1.;;'"
5. The fifth step in this chapter is a natural sequence of the previous
step. The fomth step revealed His suffering for us; this reveals to
us our suffering with Him! "Tllen said Jesus unto His disciples, If
any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me." The then is significant. How can we learn to
suffer with Him until we know that He suffered for us 1 And, conversely, how sweet to suffer with Him when we realize that He suffered
for us! The two truths are so interwoven that they are one; and
may we never attempt to put asunder what our gracious Teacher has
joined together.
It needs a crucified man to preach a crucified Christ. Thus we
learn the deep meaning of the apostle's prayer: '~That I Illay know
Him, and the power of His resulTection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings." And even he who thus prayed and longed confessed
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that he had not fully attained. There are yet heights and depths'
and lengths and breadths in the truth of God and the knowledge of
Jesus that we have not fully explored; but our great mercy is to be
the willing subjects of Divine teaching.
Cricklewood, March 4.
A GOOD DAY.
"The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour . .. a teast
and a good day."-EsTHER viii. 16, 17.
WHAT an admirable providence of God does the Book of Esther t.estify
'to Imto all time! What a witness is borne by it to the wisdom, faithfulness, and power of the Triune Jehovah! How it testifies that
His eye was on His Israel and His ear open to their cry, to deliver
the poor and the needy, to break in pieces the oppressor, and to bring
down high looks. In this inspired narrative of the Lord's guiding
and directing all the events that related to the Jewish Church, we
perceive, as in a glass, mnch, yea, very much of what He WOIlld afterwards do and accomplish in His Gentile Church of the Gospel
dispensation.
Two hundred years before the events recorded concerning Esther
and her people, the Lord, by His servant Isaiah, had spoken many
of the precious promises of the Covenant of grace, such as bringing
the blind by a way that they knew not, of making darkness light
before them and crooked things straight, of His dwelling on high,
and filling Zion with jndgement and riglneonsness. The issue of
these, His doings, is seen in the language of the text: light, gladness,
joy, honour, a feast and a good day. All which things in all their
blessed spil'itual fulness are laid up for all who truly fear God, and
for all who by the Holy Spirit's grace, power, love, and Covenant
faithfulness, are brought into a heartfelt e:qleriellce of His regenerating
operations. Thus, under the Gospel, the scattereil and elect strangers
to whom the apostle Peter wrote were blessed in their souls with the
light of life when Christ the Day Star arose in their hearts. Christ
is the bright and morning Star, of Whdm also Isaiah testifies when
he says, "The Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light," "and
the days of thy mourning shall be ended." David calls Him his light
and his salvation. All the elect, redeemed, and regenerated children
of God have a good day, when He lifts up upon them the light of
His countenance and gives them the peace which Christ hath made
by the blood of His cross. That was a good day and ever to be
remembered by Saul of Tarsus, when a light from heaven above the
brightness of the sun shone upon him, and the result--a turning him
from darkness to light and from Satan to God; the same in effect,
though not in like degree, is true of every vessel of Jehovah's mercy•
.Light and gladness are sown for them in all the Lord's dealings with
those who love Him and trust in His justifying righteousness. Job,
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as all (jQd's Gentile elect ones, w<ts a child of light all the time he
mourned and groaned in darkness. He wished he might have been
cut off before it came to him. He did not see the bright light that
was in the cloud. He was a child of light walking in darkness.
Toplady well says :U

When we in darkness walk,

Nor feel the heavenly flame;
Then is the time to trust our God,
And lean upon His Name."

Now, even that must be a good day, seeing it is a pledge and presage
<If that glorious day and of that place which the glory of God lightens,
and of which the Lamb is the light thereof. In that place (jQd's
people obtain joy and gladness, -and sorrow and sighing flee away
for ever. Of the Gospel Zion it was prophesied that joy and gladness
should be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody. How
many readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have been made by rich,
sovereign grace, the LOl'd's witnesses in and by these things! How
many have found the preached Word made Ullto them a feast of fat
things, of) fat~things full of marrow, and of wines on the lees well
refined! They have been able to say with Dr. Watts:"How sweet and awful is the place,
With Christ within the doors;
While everlasting love displays
The choicest of her stores.
Here every bowel of our God
With soft compassion rolls;
Here peace and pardon, love and blood,
Is food for dying souls."
• Is such a favoured experience of. these things also a pledge and a
presage to a poor sinner of a place prepared, and a seat to sit down
on, atjthe marriage supper of the Lamb ~
"My soul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wings and soar away;
To aid the song, a palm to bear,
And bow, the chief of sinners there."-K."t.
Gladness under the (jQspel is found in no other way than Davicl
found it. He says, "Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than
in the time that their corn and their wine increased." As in
Pentecostal times they did eat their meat with gladness of heart,
how often since then have believers done the same ! Was it gladness
to David to hear" Let us go into the house of the Lord" r Oh, how
many since the days of pentecostal blessings have participated in
this gladness !
When Paul shook the dust from his feet at Antioch because of
the unbelieving Jews' opposition and blasphemy, he found that He
that had the Key of David had at the same time and place opened
other ears, Gentile ears, to hear his message. To these it was a good
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day, and a day of gladness. They found the Gospel to be a joyful
sound, and as a blessed people they were given to know it. These
Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the
next Sabbath. In like manner, in reference to London,' and in
reference to England's towns and villages, yea, in-'reference .to the
uttermost parts of the earth, let our hearts cry out 'and:'say,

,

"Let Zion ~ongs of triumph sing;
Let gladness crOWD the day;
J ehovah is her God and King;

- -

He hates to put away."
See how the Hoi y Ghost in Acts xiii. rebukes Arminianislll in these
words, "And as many as were ordained to eternal life believed,"
a rebuke indeed and a replOof to many thousands in our own day.
So I conclude with a chosen extract from Dr. Wilkins, Bishop of
Chester, to show also how far we are gone from the blessed English
divines of the 17th century: "God might have designed us for vessels
of wrath, and then we had been all utterly undone without any possible
remedy. There was nothing to move Him in us, when we lay all
together in the general heap of mankind. It was His own free grace
and bOilllty that made Hill to take delight in us, to choose us from
the rest, and to sever us from those many thousands in the world
who shall perish everlastingly." ,

G. A.

BirkenhP.Ad.
" ALL WAITING FOR HIM."
ST. LUKE viii. 40.
THIS title expresses the attitude of believers at the present dayall waiting for Hill, their Lord and Saviour and Deliverer. Some
are waiting for Hill to heal physical disease, as in the sequel of this
verse. Some are waiting for Hinl to solve perplexing questions.
Some are waiting for Hill to draw near that they may be sensible of
His presence with them. Some are waiting to hear Him say to their
trembling souls, "Fe"'r not," "Let not your heart be troubled."
Some are waiting for Hill to "make crooked places straight." Some
are waiting for Hill in storms of life to say, "Peace be still." Some
are waiting for Him by graves of loved ones, dearer than life, to say
to the heart, "Thy beloved shall rise again; thy beloved is with l\'Ie
in the far better." And some are waiting for His Personal coming
in the air when they shall be caught np together with them-the dear
sleeping ones. But they are all waiting for Him. There is the living,
loving, personal note-Him.
"When Jesus was returned, the people gladly rec,eived Him, for
they were all waiting for Him." Will it be so when He returns to earth
from His ascension glory 1 Yes, His people will gladly receive Hinl,
for they are now all waiting for Him, listening intently for the souna
of His approach. But this waiting does not express itself in standing
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still with straining eyes peering into the distance. No, it rather
implies the busy yet carefnl preparation for the coming Beloved, the
listening whilst doing. We know how in earthly waiting for arrival
we endeavour to have everything quite ready for the welcome; the
condition, the c\)mfort, and the pleasure of the loved coming one are
carefnlly studied and provided for. Yet all the time there is watching
and waiting. Thus shall we gladly receive Him, and His radiant
smile of satisfaction and His sweet" Well done" will be sunshine to
our hearts.
The word "waiting" in the Psalms is often rendered "hope" in
the Prayer Book version-and truly our hope is in Him.
Rea,der, what are you waiting for ~ These are days in which many
of us feel half paralyzed with the unrest and evil all around. Waiting
for what ~ In the tangled threads of things we are waiting for Christ
Himself to unravel the threads and make all straight. Only He can
db tt. We are waiting for Him. In the awfnl state of open sin which
grows bolder every day, the dreadful sink of sin all around, we are
waiting almost with bated breath for the great Saviour and Deliverer.
And not only in regard to national sin are we waiting for Him, but
in regard to personal sin, which is ever striving, working, suggesting,
ensnaring to the very fibres of the being. Ah, deal' believer, Satan
knows his time is very short now, and so with redoubled effort he is
harassing the beloved child of God in every possible way, through
eye, through ear, through heart, through outward and inward influences. But, Zionward pilgrims "beset by snares on every hand,"
fightings without and fears within, press on in the power of His might,
for the lions that roar so loudly are not able to harm. "Fear .not
the lions, for they are chained," said Watchfnl to Christian in that
wonderfnl book The Pilgrim's Progress: The Pilgrim's Progress;
mark that word. In face of Despond slough, of fiery overhanging
hill of legality, Apollyon, the dreadfnl vaUey of the shadow of death,
Giant Despair, plansible speech, persecutions, Vanity Fair, and the
enchanted ground, yet the pilgrim was brought through. It was
his progress to the Celestial City. He turned not back; though" like
wandering sheep he strayed" at times, he was brought back throngh
triblllation to the narrow, straight way to the city of the Shining Ones
-Glory.
Waiting for Him. You are lonely. The dear ones of earth have
left for the Father's Home which He, the loved and loving Saviour,
has prepared for His beloved. Prepared! The word embraces
expectation, thoughtful planning, love in every detail. Your dear
ones have entered this. The loss to you is very, very sore, but you
are waiting for Him. "I will com~ tigain and receive you unto
mYilelf."
Waiting for Him. Burdens are heavy, sorrows are acnte, days
are dark, physical strength is very fragile, disappointments are keen,
CAnes are many, and you are waiting for the Burden Bearer, the Light
of the World, the tender Comforter, the Healer of Gennesaret, the
12
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never-failing Covenant Keeper, the One who careth for you-Himself.
And He will not fail you, "He is faithful that promised."
"Unto myself, my dear child. I would bring thee,
Who like myself thy sure solace can be."
He sends thy trials that thou mayest find thy all in Him.
Waiting for Him-longing for closer communion, sweetened interviews, deepened joys, fuller light. The soul has tasted but to hunger
more, the Spirit has quickened the intense longing to be nearer, nearer
to Him. There is a holy intuition, if I may so term it, that He Himself
- is veritably concerned in our own personal affairs, and that it does
"matter to Hiin about us." "In the multitude of my thoughts
within me Thy comforts delight my soul" (Psa. xciv. 19), and they are
realities. As the godly Samuel Rutherford, who knew abounding
afllictions and knew also abounding consolation, wrote, "I know
ilis comforts are no dreams. He would not put His seal on blank
paper, nor deceive His afllicted ones that trust in Him." There is no
mistaking Him, blessed be His name, when He thus reveals Himself
to His trusting people and pours balm into their wounds.
Waiting for -Him. "They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me."
He will not permit the confidence of His people to be falsified. They
shall triumph in ilis name, and" though the vision tarry, wait for it,
it shall surely come," surely come. Oh! what a long, long time the
waiting seems. We are such impatient creatures. We want to clee,
to know, to understand at once, but He is a patient God, and He
looks for patient watching and waiting. "Wait patiently for Him."
"The watching and waiting will be very sweet," for He will draw
nigh. We are waiting for the manifestation of Himself, also for" the
manifestation of the .sons of God" when
"He shall to wondering worlds display
That He and we are one."
Just look once more at St. Luke viii. 40. "When Jesus was
returned the people gladly received Him, for they were all waiting
for Him." We see the word" gladly" in italics, which implies that
it is supplied to make the meaning clear. In the Revised Version
we l'ead, "The multitudes welcomed Him," and in the Weymouth
translation, "The people gave Him a warm welcome," so that the
word" gladly" is intensified in both cases.
.4
And what shall we see along with Him ~ All that we long for, and
more than all. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them
that love Him," or, as in Isaiah, "for him that waiteth for Him."
Be of good cheer, dear mourner, dear exercised Christian soldier,
dear anxious one, full of cares, dear invalid, dear expectant of Christ's
coming, whatever thy condition. By the indwelling power of the
Holy Spirit we shall be found in Christ, "hidden in the Saviour's
side," when He returns, and shall gladly welcome Him and He us,
for we shall be " all waiting for Him." "Blessed are all they that
wait for Him."
NETTIE.
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THE STORY OF THE FLOOD.
MANY of our readers must have been greatly shocked on reading tbe
recent statement of Dr. Fry, the Dean of Lincoln, in reference to the
Bible narrative of the Flood. He is reported to have said, "If they
asked if he believed in the Eden story as representing the origin of
mankind he said he did not, nor did he believe in the historical truth
{)f the Flood," When the Dean, of Lincoln was ordained he was
asked, "Do you lmfeignedly believe all the Canonical Scriptures of
the Old and New Testament 1" He answered, "I do believe them."
We do not know what view the Dean then took of the early narratives
in the Book of.Genesis. We charitably assume that he really believed
in their historical accuracy. On the strength of his professed belief in
the truth of all the Scriptures he was ordained to the ministry of the
Church of England. Now, from his place in Convocation, he categori{lally declares that he neither believes in the Bible accOlmt of the
origin of man, nor in the Bible account of the Flood. We believe in
religious liberty. We would not deprive the Dean of his liberty to
believe or disbelieve whatever he chooses, but we cannot understand
how he can still retain his position in the Church of England seeing
that he no longer believes" all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament." The Dean's case illustrates the object which Convocation has in view in removing or altering the question which occurs
in the Ordination Service. They evidently wish to make it easier for
men, who reject the truth of many of the narratives and supernatural
events recorded in Scripture, to enter the ministry of the Church of
England. We trust that the efforts of Convocation to revise the
Prayer Book both in a Rationalistic and Romeward direction will be
met by bold and uncompromising opposition. Meanwhile, we trust
. that no man's heart may fail because of the unbelieving views of men
in high places. We hope that our young people may not be moved
away from their belief in the full historical truth of Bible narratives
because those who occupy high places in the professing Church daringly
deny their accuracy. We would remind them of the words of the
inspired Apostle to the Gentiles who said, " that after the way which
they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all
things which are written in the law and in the prophets." We believe
that the story of the Flood is a well-established historical fact. In no
less than nine of the books of the Bible do we find mention made of
Noah or the Flood or of both together. In the Book of Genesis the
cause, the exact date, and the duration of the Flood are clearly and
fully stated. In the First Book of the Chronicles, the names of the
four male occupants of the Ark are given in the genealogy. In the
Prophecy of Isaiah, the Lord, speaking through the prophet, expressly
mentions Noah, the Flood, and the Covenant which He made with
Noah when the Flood was over. He says, "This is as the waters of
Noah unto Me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should
no more go over the earth; SO have I sworn that I 'would not ~e wrath
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with thee, nor rebuke thee." In the prophecy of Eze1.iel mention is
made of Noah and his righteous character, with a probable reference
to the statement in Genesis which declares that" Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations." In the Gospel according to Matthew
our Lord expressly refers to Noah, to his entrance into the Ark, to the
actual occunence of the Flood, and to the overthrow by the Flood of
all who were not in the Ark. He <lays, " As the days of Noe were, so
shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days that
were before the Flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the Ark, and
knew not until the Flood came, and took them all away; so shall also
the coming of the Son of Man be." The Dean of Lincoln virtually sayfJ
that no such event as the Flood ever occurred. Our Lord, Who is
" over all God blessed for ever," says, " the Flood came and took t.hem
all away." Which statement shall we believe, that of a finite man
or that of God that cannot lie 1 The knowledge of the Dean of Lincoln
is limited. In Christ are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Known unto Him are all His works from the beginning of the
world. The Gospel of Luke also narrates sinlilar words of our Lord,
besides giving Noah's name in his genealogy. The writer of the
Epistle to the Hebrews had no doubt as to the historical truth of the
'Flood story. He says, "By faith Noah, being warned of God of
things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving
of his house." The Apostle Peter, in his first Epistle, refers to Noah,
the preparation of the Ark, the number of persons saved by means of
the Ark, and the longsuffering patience of God which waited while
the Ark was being prepared. He says, "the longsuffering of God
waited in the days of Noah, while the Ark was a preparing, wherein
few, that is, eight souls, were saved." ,In his Second Epistle, Peter
again refers to the Flood as an awful judgment brought in by God on
the ungodly. He says, that God "spared not the old world, but
saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 'righteousness', bringing
in ,the Flood upon the world of the ungodly." Later he says, "The
world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished." Thus
the truth of the narrative of the Flood, as given in Genesis, is borne
witness to by the Books of Chronicles, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Matthew, Luke,
Hebrews, and of the Apostle Peter. God Hinlself refers to it as real
history in the prophecy of Isaiah. ~rist, Who is before all things,
and by Whom all things consist, <)xpressly teaches that Noah, the Ark,
and the Flood are real historical facts, and the inspired writers of
three Epistles join in the same testimony. If we reject the story of
the Flood we must reject the testimony of our Divine Lord and that
of His inspired Prophets and Apostles. God .forbid that we should
thus make shipwreck of our faith. "The Word of our God shall stand
for ever."-The English Ohurchrnan.
GRACE finds us beggars, i'nd always leaves us debtors.-Toplady.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
of the world" and eminent politicans, are agreed that the
present are trouOlous times. "The world is in a state of convulsion,"
are the reported words of England's Premier at the date of writing,
and the comment of a daily newspaper is: "The world is out of joint,
The long strain of war has loosed elemental passions which the veneer
of civilization had discreetly covered. Anarchy threatens even
neutral countries. The whole fabric of civilization is threatened
with collapse."
But though these are troublous times they yet kindle in the hearts
of God's children the blessed hope that ere long the words of Revelation
xi. 15 may be realized:' " The l.'i.ngdom of the world is become the
kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ: and He shall reign for evel'
and ever" (R.V.). Only the return of Him Who is Earth's rightful
Sovereign, can bring real and lasting peace to this distracted world.

"MEN

The rapid approach of the predicted Apostasy (2 Thess. ii. 3) is
very perceptible since the cessation of the war. We have read recently
of a " dignitary of the Church" openly denying the historical truth
of the sacred history of the origin of Mankind, and of Noah and the
Flood, contained in the early chapters of Genesis, thus accusing Him
who is "The Truth" of setting His seal to that which is not true!
(see Matt. xix. 2 and Luke xvii. 26, 27).
Both History and Holy Scripture show that departure from the
truth of God is followed by widespread lUlgodliness and iniquity.
The Apostle Paul, referring to the case of certain heretics, "Who
concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past
already," declares: "Their wOTd will eat as doth a canker." These
" overthrow the faith of some." "Nevertheless," it is added, "the
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth
them that are His. And, Let everyone that nameth the name of
Christ depart from iniquity" (2 Tim. ii. 16-19). And, as of old, SO
at the present time, the falling away from the truth (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4)
is .being foll(Hved by abounding worldliness, Sabbath breaking, and
crime. The people seem to be more than ever " lovm's of pleasures,"
and in our own and other countries multitudes are devoting a large
proportion of their ti!Ue to dancing, and other worldly delights; and
a daily newspaper says: "It is undoubtedly the fact that the gradual
disbandment of the army, and closing of munition works, nas been
accompanied by a considerable increase in crimes of robbery and
.violence" !
Spiritualism, or Spiritism, having been taken up by men of note in
the scientific and literary world, is making rapid progress, as deep
students of the Scriptures have long foretold it would, inasmuch as
it is written: "The Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some
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shall fall away from the faith, giving heed to seducing SPl1'lts and
doctrines of devils." In view of the warnings of Holy Scripture,
we must not confuse Spiritism with conjuring or jugglery, but believe
that it is part of the Apostasy of these last days. Sir A. Conau Doyle
has written: "Out of tbese crude manifestations of a power outside
our philosophy will spring the greatest religious movement since the
death of Christ, a movement which will bring such positiva proof
to the support of religion that the earnest inquirer will have something
more solid and logical than faith to sustain him."
Against this we set Isaiah viii. 19, 20, " And wben they shall say
unto yon, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits and unto the
wizards, that chirp and that mutter: should not a people seek unto
their God ~ on behalf of the living should they seek unto the dead ~
To THE LAW AND TO THE TESTIMONY! if they speak not according
to this word surely there is no morning for them" (R.V.). And our
Lorq's words: "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead" (Luke xvi. 31).
True Christians walk by faith (2 Cor. v. 7)-a God·given, living
faith, founded upon the Inspired Scriptures, which, though often
at a low ebb, is sustained and fed by the grace of God, and so overcomes the world. "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world; and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our
faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth
that Jesus is the Son of God ~ " (1 John v. 4, 5). But Spiritists deny
the Deity of Christ, and the efficacy of His death.
No " New Revelat,ion " is required. What is needed, and absolutely
indispensable, is " to believe the record which God gave of His Son ".
(1 John v. 9-12).
Anent the exposure that has recently been made as to the pernicious
. practice of drug·taking, it is significant that the Greek word translated
"sorcery" (Rev, .ix. 21), "They repentell not of their murders, n)r
of their sorceries," etc.-is <f>apfla<E,a, from which we get our English
word pharmacy, and meanS literally the "se of drugs.
In the view of what I have written above, I cal1J1ot conclude without
an expression of heartfelt thankfulness that we have the" more sure
word of prophecy "-" the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
us wise unto salvation," and are" profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness," which have shed,
through all the centuries, and still do shed, light upon our path"The Word of God which liveth and abideth for ever."
ROBERT J. NOYES.
Sevington Rectory, Ashford,
[{ent, March 7th, 1919.
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THINGS NOT SEEN.
"WHERE the Spirit of the Lord is, ther~ is ,liberty." Some of this
liberty must have pervaded the heart of Peter when he spoke of the
Jewish ceremonies as a yoke which neither present nor past Hebrews
were able to bear. He, lately boasting of his own rigid observance
of the law, now believed that through the grace of the Lord Jesus
,Christ, Gentiles and Jews should alike be saved. The Apostle to the
Hebrews-in haste as it seems to show the sacrifices of the law to be
far inferior to that of Christ, could not" speak particularly" even of
the mercy-seat. God had provided some better thing. Jesus had
come from heaven-had gathered up all that was type-swept it into
His grave and left it there on His rising. He had fnlfilled the law
"given by Moses "-but worthy to be fulfilled by Him, and had
brought grace and truth. That meant that His favour, His forgiveness,
His help, His counsel, His blessing, all were consistent with His
greatness and holinesd. How He had ascended to His Father, the
Comforter had come, and the communications that passed between
contrite, living hearts on earth, and the throne of God in heaven,
Were a sweet savour there.
"The law," Paul said, could" never make the corners thereunto
perfect." Aaron looked beyond it, when God's heavy judgement
fell upon his sons (Lev. x.), and Moses, from being full of rage and
grief, was content that a better sacrifice than his should be acceptable
to the Lord; so in the midst of their ceremonies and endless labours
they together rested in Christ. With them, if the Holy Spirit shine
into our hearts, we can bask in Gospel joy and unspeakable privilege,
and at the same time be allowed to tread their holy place and look for
the Lord in His temple. When the glory of the. Lord shone in the
house of the Lord at Solomon's dedication service, He left footsteps
that yet remain. "There they are unto this day," it says in 1 Kings
8, of the staves. They were seen in the holy place before the oracle
and were not seen without. "There they are unto this day." What
the significance really is the Lord knows, but our Gentile souls can
turn to the better thing, and hang upon the intercession of Christ
before the throne of God. There unto this day-it is unfailing and
prevailing. To this side of the mercy-seat we bring and pour out
our hearts. It may be our desires are less of our own than we realize.
The Lord says, "The Spirit helpeth our infirmities, for we know not
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself maketh
intercession for us (here), with groanings which cannot be uttered."
And while we pray, and wait, and hope, and look, the Lord at the
heavenly side recognizes what is of Himself, and there maketh intercession according to the will of the Father. We look at the things
that are seen-" light aflliction." Day after day we look at them,
while the things that are not seen-Christ's care, His peace-speaking
blood-are eternal, and at the throne of the heavenly grace there is
no sunsetting.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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IN MEMORIAM.
THE LATE MR. F. W. BYRDE, OF WESTON-SUPER-MARE.

TT was a great grief to us to hear by telegram, on Tuesday, Februa,y
26th last, that our dear friend, Mr. F. W. BYRDE, of Weston-superMare, had been called home on the previous day. He was just getting
over an attack of influenza, but heart trouble came on, and the Lord
took him to Himself. MR. BYRDE had spent many years of his life
in Ceylon as a tea planter. Many years ago he and his wife and
daughter returned to. England for twelve months, and stayed in Bath
for a portion of the time. The first time we saw him we thought he
must be one of the Lord's family. He had walked up from the central
part of the city of Bath to attend the service at Kensington Episcopal
Chapel, where we had the privilege of ministering for eighteen years.
He used to come to the services with his Bible under his arm, and
during the sermon he did not fail to look up the passages which were
referred to. We felt at once that that lUlknOwn gentleman valued the
Word of God, and was not ashamed of it. After a short time we made
a point of speaking to him and calling on him. Thus began a Christian friendship which has continued for many years. Subsequently
he returned to Ceylon, but after some time he' was recommended to
return to England because of an affection in one of his limbs. After
staying for some time in London, he and his wife and daughter settled
at Weston-super-Mare. Here, during frequent visit, to that invigorating watering-place, we frequently saw .and conversed' with him, besides
corresponding with him from time to time. In his beautiful home at
Weston he was obliged for the most part to lie in a recumbent posture
both day and night, but he was cheerfully resigned to the Lord's will
concerning him. He was happy and fully content, and ever ready
through Divine grace for the call whenever it might come. Like the
great Apostle Paul during his imprisonment in Rome, our friend:
"received all that came in unto him." Many of .the Lord's people
found it a pleasme to call on him and converse with him about heavenly
things. Though cut off from the ordinary activities of life he was
by no means idle. He wrote many letters to friends and: relatives,
and was full of love for the- Lord's real people. He could truly say,
", Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity."
Needless to say he had no sympathy with Ritualism or Rationalism.
To him the Bible ftom Genesis to Revelation was the inspired Word
of God. For some time he had been a subscriber to the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. He conducted family worship morning and evening in
his room on the grolUld floor, and a hymn formed a part of the little
service each morning, He had reached the age of seventy-two. We
wrote to him on the occasion of his last birthday, and in his reply,
dated JlUle 21, 1918, he says, "For three score years and twelve the
Lord has preserved me through many dangers and diffieulties, and we

•

The Gospel Magazine

177

can indeed look back and thank Him for all the lovingkindness and
tender mercy and wondrous forbearance. He has never failed or
forgotten us, though we so often forget Him, and choose our own way.
One of my presents was Baron's book on Zechariah, and my wife
has begun to read it to me. The morning he (Rev. D. Baron) was
here, I asked him to read for us, and our chapter happened to be
Zech. i., and he gave us a short exposition on it."
In another letter, referring to a lady who was suffering in her nerves
he wrote, " I feel, too, that in such cases a simple trust in the Lord and
leaving ourselves in His hands is a great point. Psalm xxxvii. is a
good tonic. I know it is easy to tell people to do things, but He gives
the power, and we can look to Him."
Some of our friend's relatives were associated with the Christians
known as the Open Brethren. It was natural therefore that many
of these brethren, besides many others, should assemble in the dra\vingroom for a little meeting at 11.30 a.m. on February 28th, ere the
mortal remains of our friend were taken to their last resting-place.
Mr. Alexis Jacob, of London, a godly nephew of MR. BYRDE's, presided. Prayer was offered by Mr. Douglas Russell, whom we have
often met at the Clifton Conference in bygone happy days. Mr. Orr
Ewing read very impressively the opening verses of 1 John iii., and
the concluding verses of 1 Thess. iv. We felt, as he read the Scriptures
without note or comment, what a power there is in the Word of God
which liveth and abideth for ever. One of MR. BYRDE's favourite
hymns was sung-" Like a river glorious," by the late Miss F. R.
Havergal. The· refrain at the end of each verse is ;"Stayed upon Jehovah,
Hearts are fully blest,
Finding I as He promised,

Perfect peace and rest."
A touching address was given by !VIr. Jacob on the words, "Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul both sure and stedfast, and
which entereth into that within the veil" (Heb. vi. 19). Prayer was
offered by Mr. W. Franklin, Principal of Clarence School, and by
Past9r W. E. Marsh. Silently the company filed out, and when the
cemetery was reached we ourselves had the melancholy privilege of
committing the mortal remains of our dear brother to the ground" in
sure and certain hope of the Resurrection to eternal life, through
Jesus Christ our Lora," praying our God shortly to accomplish the
number of His elect and to hasten His kingdom. The dominant
thought was joy at the assured blessedness of the Lord's departed
servant, and hope in prospect of the time when all the Lord's people
shall be caught up together to meet the Lord in the air.
THE EDITOR.

W hi~ington Vicarag.e,
Stoke Ferry, N()rl()l"~
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"GOSPEL

MAGAZINE",' FUND.
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To OUR READERS..
THE response of our readers to our appeal, issued in August last, has
been warm and generous. From rieh and poor alike donations have
eome in, and the Trustees desire to express their warm thanks to our
many friends.
We trust that many will feel led to eontinue to help
the eause of the Magazine by annual eontributions, just as they help
Evangelieal and Protestant societies. In this way we shall bc eneouraged to go forward in propagating thc prceious doctrines of Divine
Grace. Donations and annual contributions may bc scnt, as bcforc,
to the Publisher, or to the Editor.
Thc Trustees vcry gratefully aclmowlcdgc the rceeipt of thc followIllg sums;£ s. d.
£ s. d.
F. E. Milward
o 15 0 Mr. W. Bennctt
o 14 0
Mrs. Child
o 10 0 X. Y. Z.
0 4 0
Miss C. Bowcr
1 0 0 J\'lr. W. J. Parkyn
0 4 0
0 9 6 The MiEscs Shiles
Anon. . .
o 10 0
"Sf11'rmg, " per R . C. .. 0 5 0 "Mary"
0 5 0
Mrs. E. Foster
0 4 0 A. B. N.
0 2 0
"A Widow's mite" .. 0 2 .6

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR POOR SINNERS TO
COME TO JESUS.
BLESSED Saviour of the lost,
Lct us humbly look to Thee
For Thy favour, at sueh cost
Meted out to snell- as we ;
Helpless, wretched, foul, we plead,
Only Thou canst meet our need.
Did there e'er a sinner fly
To the sacred mercy seat,
But Thou answeredst his cry,
Showed Thy side and hands and feet;
All Thy suffering bade him see,
Told him, "Sinner! 'twas for thee" 1
Shall we look to Thee in vain ?
No! Thy Word forbids the thought;
Those who seek Thee shall obtain
That which Thine own blood has bought:
Peace with God, and pardon sealed,
Tastes of Heaven's joy revealed.
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Come with me, then, ye who know
Depths of sin in sinful hearts;
Jesus Christ when here below
Felt temptation's dl'eadful darts ;
He will succour, cleanse and cheer
All who truly seek Him here.
Sept. 12th, 1918.
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SAM. C. NAISH.

THE LATE
MRS. HARRIET SMITH AND OTHER SAINTS.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR lIb. HOUGHTON,-The righteous, the Lord God of Truth says,
shall be in everlasting remembrance, and the memory of the just is
blessed. It must then be well-pleasing in His sight that we do not
forget those whose lips have fed many and whose faith we are enjoined
to follow. May I therefore connect the honoured name of the late
Thomas Davis, Vicar of St. John's, Harborne, with that of the Rev.
Thomas Smith, the husband of dear Mrs. Smith whose Home-call
'you write of in this month's Magazine 1 Mr. Smith was the patron
of St. John's, and when in 1886 the benefice was vacant, my beloved
father arranged that Mr. Davis, then Vicar of Drypool, HuJl, should
come and preach at St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, Bristol, that Mr. Smith
might have the opportunity of hearing him with a view to offering him
the living. Mr. Davis, of course, had no knowledge of this beforehand, but after the service Mr. Smith spoke to him in the vestry, the
result being that St. John's was offered to Mr. Davis and, later,
accepted by him. This incident is related in the biographical account
of that faithful minister of Jesus Christ in the April Magazine, 1904,
p. 233. Some of your readers may like to refresh their memories of
him. Another orGod's called ministers whose name may be recorded
afresh, in this· connection, is the Rev. Percival Smith, son of my
father's old friends, who was one of his curates at St. David's, Holloway,
that poor and populous London parish. He entered into glory some
years ago. Mrs. Smith indeed had sorrow upon sorrow, yet her sweet
face, as you know, was rcmarkably calm and serenc, an index of the
peace within. She was my godmother, and I value highly the Bible
she gave me as a little child, unspeakably precious also for its record
of my beloved father's texts and notes on them as well as those of
other eminent preachers of the Word now in the glorious Presence of
The Word of God, Himself. One of my last recollections of dear MTS.
Smith, a beautiful one, is when she spent some summer weeks neaT
Clifton in 19]2. I can see her and my father sitting under the trees in
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the quiet, shady garden, in gracious, happy fellowship. They knew each
other in the morning hours of vigorous active service. They were
still holding sweet commlmion in the no less acceptable service of the
evening hours, and both were looking with longing, expectant eyes
for the bright Coming of Christ Jesus the Lord-the Blessed Hope.
In a letter received from her daughter, she says: "Mother's mind
was so clear on spiritual things up to the very last. Though she
seemed to have lost her interest in earthly surroundings the last few
days, she spoke so sweetly to us about our Lord's return." Surely
the Day is breaking.
Side by side with your valued memories of Mrs. Smith and the
record of her quiet Home-going, there is that .of dear Mrs. Ebenezer
Carr, whose name is also of almost lifelong remembrance; for her and
her husband's proven friendship in the Lord of over forty years was
one very highly prized and very dear to my father, who held her, a
succourer of many, and Mr. Carr in most loving esteem. I remember
his spiritual pleasure in her presence at Mary-Ie-Port on those occasional
visits spoken of by Miss Alexander. I thiuK, too, of a very happy
few hours' visit here of herself and her husband not very long after
he had been wonderfully and safely brought through, unhurt, the
terrible and devastating earthquake in Jamaica. A deeply interesting
account of this, from Mr. Ebenezer Carr's own pen, appeared in THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE for March, 1907, p. 145. The communion of saints
is very real, and: "those who love the Saviour never know a long,
last farewell." "Death hides, but it can not divide; they are but.
on Christ's other side "-" Of Whom the whole family in Heaven and
. name d"
earl h IS
.
Yours most sincerely,
3, Berkeley Square,
Lu,y ORMISTON.
Bri.stol, Mm'ch, 1919.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
1'0 the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-The following urgent appeal has just reached us,
" Can you spare us some more books 1 I assure you they have been
very greatly valued. Hundreds have been put on board troopships,
and still they are needed. Our shelves are very bare now. We have
no more GOSPEL MAGAZINES, Gospel Echoes, Gospel Standards, nor
Sowers, all of which are most suited for our work. If you can kindly
send us some more, I shall be most thankful. I have always hailed
your parcels with delight."
.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRIDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, Ma"ch, 1919.
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DR. THOMAS GIBBONS' HYMN.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL J\fAGAZ~E.
DEAR MR. HouGHToN,-lnotice one of your correspondents enquiring
about a verse of a hymn written by Dr. Thomas Gibbons. It was
added to Sermon iv. in his volume from the text, "Then shall the
dust return to the earth as it was,and the spirit shall return unto God
who gave it" (Eccles. xli. 7). The whole hymn is as follows ;"Now let our souls, on wings sublime,
Rise from the vanities of time,

Draw back the parting veil, and see
The glories of eternity.
Born in a ne w celestial birth,

Why should we grovel here on eart.h ?
Why grasp at transitory toys
So near to heav'n's eternal joys?

Shall aught beguile us on the road
When we are walking back to God?
For strangers into life we come,

And dying is but going home.
Welcome, sweet hour of full discharge,
That se~s our longing souls at large;
Unbinds our chains, breaks up our cell,

And gives us with our God to dwell,
To dwell with God, to feel His love,
Is the full heav'n enjoyed above;
And the sweet expectation uow
Is the young dawn of hea.ven below."

Dr. Thomas Gibbons was bom May 31st, 1720, at Reche, near
Swaffham, . Cambridgeshire. His father was for some years pastor
at Olney, Bucks, and Royston, Herts. He received his early education
in Cambridgeshire, afterwards under Dr. Taylor at Deptford. In
1742 he was ordained assistant preacher at Silver Street Chapel,
London. Afterwards the remainder of his life he was pastor of the
Independent Church, Haberdashers' Hall. In 1744 he married
Hannah, daughter of the Rev. John Shuttlewood, and had four sons.
He was on intimate terms with the Countess of Huntingdon and other
religious celebrities of his day, especially Dr. Watts, whose Memoir
he wrote in 1780. In reply. to a question, "How are you, doctor 1 "
he answered "Perfectly well madam, I bless God." He then walked
into that person's parlour, and in a few minutes fell on the floor in a
fit and died without speaking in five days on Feb. 22, 1785, aged
65 years. He was buried in Bunhill Fields, and Dr. Davis in his
funeral sermon says, "In his ministry he was truly evangelical, and
bore testimony to the grace of God and the atonement of Christ as
the grand and sole foundation of a sinner's hope."
Yours in the truth,
JABEZ.
February 27th, 1919.
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A WORD FROM NEW SOUTH WALES.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL M.AGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-I write to enclose my subscription for the MAGAZINE.
I bave added one shilling, for which please post me auother copy of
your issue of September. I was very interested in the article
"Church Decoration." The Church I belong to protests against
all unscriptural, sensuous attractions, and schemes for raising funds.
One of our ministers remarked, "These methods were dishonouring
to God because they showed a want of faith in God's promise, 'The
Lord will provide,' and it was not fair to the Devil to ask him to
contribute against himself." I regard your MAGAZINE as one of the
best religious papers in the world, and it would be a good sign if
Protestants generally supported it. The innovating Churches are
now working for union, forgetting that it was their innovations that
caused division. That cannot be the true religion which is always
changing with the fashion and the taste of the times. What many
call progressing is drifting, and as one said, drifting is a sign of death.
" A dead fish will drift with the stream." The union we need to-day
is a union of all true Protestants. A union that is not based on a
Protestant foundation will be a disaster.
Wishing you God speed..
I am, Yours truly,
THE HEIGHTS,
(REV.) W. N. WILSON.
EAST MAITLAND, Nov. 26th, 1918.

lIlrofCstant laearon.
TilE NEW ERA.
THE Church has not lived up to its principles; a current of unreality
and sham has been allowed to permeate it; many of its ministers have
been allowed to preach from its pulpits doctrines contrary to its
principles, and contrary to the teaching of the Word of God; the lawless
section of its clergy have been permitted by timid, time-serving bishops
to reintroduce the errors and idolatries of an alien church which three
hundred years ago were declared by our forefathers to be contrary
alike to common sense and to the Word of God. In a word, the Church
has not been faithful-it has gone backward, not forward. The great
English Reformation was a stupendous event in history; it opened up
a new era which brought to this country blessings, wealth, power, and
progressive force little short. of the marvellous. In our time, unfortunately, a reaction has set in. In the national Church, which should
stand for Truth, men have taught, and are teaching, falsehood----ilrror.
Disloyal clergymen openly declare that the Reformation was a blunder;
they perform unlawful ceremonies, resort to Romish practices, and
demand the legalization of all these things which their very demand
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clearly shows to be against the law. This is flagrant dishonesty; no
less strong a term is suitable. Little wonder then that the masses
stand aside, and look with suspicious eye upon the Church. \What is
needed is a new Reformation-a fresh purging of the Church;' and this
Reformation must come if the Church is to play the part it ought to do
in the new era.
But if the new Reformation is to be achieved, it is essential that the
laity-men and women-must realize their membership of the Church,
claim their rights, and rise to their responsibilities. We shall never
get the necessary purging of the Church if we wait for action by the
bishops. The Evangelical clergy are powerless by themselves. What
is necessary is that the laity shall make their voices heard, and above
all, that they shall act. Let them demand in clear and decided fashion
the reforms they know to be necessary, and let them insist, persist, and
never relax their efforts, until they have accomplished the new Reformation. If the laity realized the power they possess, and were determined to exercise that power to the fnll, the issue would not be long
in doubt. There is very much of the Kaiser-type about the romanizing
priests of the Church of England; they are men who arrogate to themselves powers they do not lawfully possess; they bully and bluster,
threaten and denounce. What is needed is a grim determin,ation on
the part of the laity to pnt them in their right places once and for all,
and then resolute action to carry out that determination. They will
finally collapse just as the Kaiser and his system collapsed. But, we
repeat, before that collapse comes, it will be necessary for the laity
to both speak and act.
It may, perhaps, not be out of place to indicate a few general points
which ought to figure in the immediate programme of the Evangelical
party at this serious and momentous time. Our first and great want
in the present crisis is a real revival of spiritual religion in our midst
To secure this there is but one means to be employed with any hope
of success-the plain and faithful preaching of Christ, accompanied
with well-sustained prayer for the Holy Ghost to apply that Word of
Truth. There must be a revival of the good old Protestant and Scriptural teaching of our fathers-" Ye must be born again." Let this be
followed up with clear and systematic explanation of the services of
our Church, showing that our Prayer Book is Scriptural and Evangelical
from beginning to end. There must be more earnestness on the part
of all of us who profess to work for Christ. We need more of the
earnestness of God's indwelling spirit. Everyone must realize that
he or she has a part to play in the work of the Church. There are some
who seem to think that spiritual and evangelical religion can be best
advanced by withdrawing from the Church of England as a protest
against the error often taught within her walls. This is a mistake.
Protest by all means, and strongly, but protest within. Imitate our
Lord. He taught in the temple and He cleansed it. So, too, did the
reformers of old; theirs was a fight to the death; and it is their
example we ought to follow. Then, also, we must bring the country
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to a knowledge of the real state of things within the Church. We must
expose, and bring about a livelier sense of the unscriptural and soulruining character of Romanism. We must make England take to
heart the lessons of history, and realize what Rome did in days gone
by-how she trampled on our country's liberties, plundered our forefathers' pockets, and kept the whole nation ignorant, superstitious,
and immoral. We must remind England that Rome never changes,
that with untiring zeal she is seeking to enslave our land again, that
she has emissaries within our national Church, sneering at the Reformation, corrupting, blinding, and poisoning the minds of men by incessant
misrepresentation. We must do all this and more, for the tinle is
come when we can strike with effect.-The Church Intelligencer.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Quarterly Record for April will be sent, post free, upon application.
It contains a portrait and sketeh of the late General Sir Robert
Biddulph, and other illustrations and articles, together with particulars
of all our forthcoming meetings. The help of friends will be valued
in placing it in the hands of n~)Il·subscribers, and in disseminating
the other literature of the Society.
Meetings have recently been held or sermons for the Institution
preached at Richmond, Brentford, Eastbourne, Hastings, and other '
places, and the Committee hope tllat in view of the proposed increased
pension to those under 70 years of age, this mode of help will be
extended. The Society stands for the discriminating truths of the
Gospel and for definitely spiritual lines of work. These are not popular
to-day, but that matters not, for we have the warrant of verbally
inspired Holy Scripture for this work for the poor and aged of ." the
household of faith."
On Friday, May 9th, the 112th Anniversary will be held in Caxton
Hall, Westminster. Will friends kindly make a note of this date?
The Rev. Arthur J. Day, M.A., Rector of St. Mary-le·Port, Bristol,
will preach in the afternoon at 3.45, and at 6 o'clock the evening
Meeting' will be held, presided over by F. A. Bevan, Esq. Tea will
be provided during ,the interval.
"IT is an instructive psychological fact that when men attempt
or pretend to rise above the law of God, they sink below, it; that
Perfectionism has so generally led to Antinomianism."-Dr Charles
Bodge.

" LET us praise the Lord Jesus that before He died He maqe His
will, and He remembered us in it. By His dea~h the will was valid
(Heb. ix. 16). And He is now risen, and is the Executor of His Own
will, so that it is not possible we can be defrauded of what He has
bequeathed us. The chief articles are tribulation, peace, and a kingdom."-John Newton.
\

