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TO OUR READ)3RS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
ON behalf of the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine" we
desire to place before our readers a brief but frank statement
of the financial position.
At the Meeting of the Trustees held on June 18th, 1920,
the situation was carefully reviewed. It was found that
although the sum of about £ 158 had been received in
donations to this Fund in the year 1919, the total expenditure
exceeded the income by about £49.
Since then a letter dated Sept. 10th, 1920, regretfully
announces the need of another heavy advance in the cost
of printing, due to further increases in the cost of paper
and labour. This advance will mean an additional burden
of about £120 per year.
The Trustees therefore desire to say that they need a
special and regular income of about £330 a year in order
to keep the Magazine going. They feel sure that these facts
need only to be known and all our readers, rich and poor
alike, will rally to the support of this time-honoured publi.
cation. While warmly thanking our many readers for their
liberal support in the past, we appeal to them to continue
their much-needed help.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.,
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AND COMFORT.

Who comforteth us in a.ll our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wh~rewith we ourselves are oomforled of God."-2 COrt. i. 4.

THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
" But unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of righteousness (trise
with healing in His wings,. and ye shall go forth, and grow up
as calves of the stall."-MALACHI iv. 2.

THIS chapter foretells the coming of "the great and dreadful day
of the LORD", the day "that shall burn as an oven" (Mal. iv, 1,5).
It also foretells the judgment which will come on the wicked, and the
blessings which will be experienced by the godly in that day. "The
proud, yea, and all that do, wickedly, shall be stubble: and the
day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that
it shall leave them neither root nor branch." J EHOVAH will put
a difference "between the righteous and the wicked, between him
that serveth GOD and him that serveth Him not" (chap. iii. 18).
In blesbed contrast, however, to the awful judgment which will
come upon the wicked the LORD says, "But unto you that fear My
Name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in Hi~
wings". Here, then, is a blessed promise for the people of GOD.
Here is a portion for the Family, the Household of faith. That
same day to which the LORD'S people are looking forward will at
once bring judgment to the mere professor, and eternal blessing to
those who are washed in the blood of the LAMB. The tares will be
gathered to be burnt: the wheat will be gathered into the heavenly
bam. Angelic beings shall gather out of CHRIST'S Kingdom "all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall cast
them into a furnace of fire. . .. Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their FATHER" (Matt. xiii.
41-43). At the revelation of our LORD JESUS from heaven, with
His mighty angels, He will take "vengeance on them that know
not GOD, and that obey not the Gospel of our LORD JESUS CHRIST",
but He will at the same time " come to be glorified in His saints"
and to give them rest from their trials (2 Thess. i. 7-9). The pmphecy of Malachi speaks of the rising of the Sun of righteousness,
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the persons for whose benefit He will arise, and the blessings which
will then be their portion. .
1. First let ·us think of the Sun- Whose rising is announced.
Wbo can this be but the LORD JESUS CHRIST, the Second Person
in the Trinity, a Divine Person, the SON of the living GOD ~
Instinctively we regard Him as " the Sun of righteousness". The
Psalmist says: "The LORD GOD is a Sun and shield" (Psalm Ixxxiv.
11), and this figure is equally applicable to the FATHER, the SON,
and the HOLY GHOST. In a special sense, however, it is applicable
to CHRIST. He says: "I am the Light of the world: he that
followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life" (John viii. 12). He is "the true Light", "The Dayspring
from on high", " the Light to lighten the Gentiles", and the glory
of GOD'S people Israel.. At His transfiguration "His face did
shine as the sun", and when John saw Him in Patmos, "His
countenance was as the SUlI shineth in his strength" (Matt: xvii.
2; Rev. i. 16).
Rightly, therefore, is He described as "the Sun". Moreover,
righteousness, perfect righteousne&&, is one of His characteristics.
The FATHER speaks of Him as " My righteous Servant" (Isa. liii.
11). The Apostle John speaks of Him as "JESUS CHRIST the
righteous" (1 John ii. 1). Jeremiah calls Him "a righteous
Branch" and" THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. xxiii. 5, 6).
;liloreover, righteousness is to characterize His reign. "With
righteousness shall He judge the poor." " Righteousness shall be
the girdle of His loins" (Isa. xi. 4, 5). He it is Wbo " cometh to
judge the earth: with righteousness shall He judge the world, and
the people with equity". He will" judge the people righteously'
and govern the nations upon earth" (Psa. xcviii. 9; Ixvii. 4).
There can therefore be no doubt as to Wbo is " the Sun of righteous.
ness ". It is He Who is J EHOVAH our righteousness. It is He Who
became flesh and dwelt among us. It is He by Whose obedience unto death His people are constituted righteous. It is He
Who, having secured by His atoning death that all His people
should be declared righteous, ascended into heaven, and is coming
again to glorify all His justified people. For His coming we look.
For the blessed hope of the appearing of His glory we wait. For
the rising, the glorious rising of the Sun of righteousness His people
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are longing. The present night is far spent, bnt the Day is at
hand. The present moral and spiritnal darkness will pass away,
when CHRIST, the Sun of righteousness, shall arise. He will come
in glory and all the holy angels shall be with Him, and "when
CHRIST, Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4).
"The night is far spent, the day is at hand;
Already the dawn may be seen in the sky;
Rejoice then, ye saints, 'tis your LORD'S own command;
Rejoice, for the coming of JESUS draws nigh.
" AfIliction is light compared to the day
Of glory that then will from heaven be revealed!
The SAVIOUR is coming, His people may say,
The LORD Whom we look for, our Sun and our Shield."

2. Secondly, let. us think of the persons fOl' whose benefit He 1vill
.
anse.
They are described as those who feat JEHOVAH'S name. "Unto
you that fear My name shall the Sun of righteousness arise."
. They are a people who seek to please the LORD. They fear Him.
They reverence His name, His word, His day. They walk in His
ways. "Blessed is everyone that feareth the LORD; that walketh
in His ways" (Psa. cxxviii. 1). This is not a description of the
world or of those who are still dead in sin. Of them, the Apostle
Paul says, "There is no fear of GOD before their eyes" (Rom. iii;
18). Those who feaT JEHOVAH'S name, then, must be a people who
have a new heart and a new spirit. They must be a regenemted
and a saved people. They must be living members of the Chmch
of GOD. In confOTmity with this we find ,the eaTly Christians are
spoken of as " walking in the feaT of the LORD, and in the comfOTt
of the HOLY GHOST" (Acts ix. 31).
Those who feaT JEHOVAH'S name aTe those who think about Him.
He is the subject of their meditations. They fear the LORD and
they think upon His name (Mal. iii. 16). They think upon His
attributes, His eternal and electing love, His righteousness, especially that display of it by which He is at once just and the Justifier
of him that believeth in JESUS; His wisdom; His saving grace;
His tender mercy and His almighty power. They love to think
, of Him as their GOD and as their everlasting portion. They love
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to think o.f how He loved and chose them in eternity, redeemed
them by the precious blood of His dear SON, regenerated and sanctified them by His SPIRIT. They delight to remember that He
dwells in them, guides them, provides for them, keeps them, and
that at last He ,vill receive them to glory.
Further, "they that fear the LORD" not only think about Hi~
name, but they talk .about it. They speak often one to another.
They give expression to their thoughts. To one another they
speak. They cannot talk of these things to everybody. Probably
the majority of those whom they meet have no interest in these
things. Of course, the message of the Gospel is to be made known
to the unconverted, and those who fear the LORD are to be witnesses
of CHRIST to those who care for none of these things. It is thus
that GOD often calls out His people. Bnt the godly man as he
comes into contact with one and another finds that there are few
who love the LORD, and few who value revealed truth. He meets
with many who can talk about the weather and the secular news
of the day, and about many things of the most frivolous nature;
but it is quite a discovery to meet with one who loves to talk of
heavenly things and to converse on the revelation of JEHOVAH'S
name given in the inspired Word of GOD. Recently we spent a
few days under the hospitable roof of two godly people. In that
home the Bible is honoured and read, and family worship
is conducted. It was delightful, when the evening meal was
over, and even during the meal itself, to have conversation
on the best things. Sometimes the LORD'S people are unduly
reticent. As the darkness deepens, however, and the day
approaches, the godly need to assemble together and speak often
one to another. The LORD Himself delights to hear His children
. talk about His name. Just as parents stop their own conversation and hearken to the delightful prattle of their little ones,
and note their remarkable and pretty sayings, so when they that
fear the LORD speak often one to another the. LORD bends down
His ear and hearkens, and a book of remembrance is written before
Him for them that feared the LORD and that think upon His name.
" They shall be Mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I
make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a mau spareth his
own son that serveth him" (Mal. iii. 16, 17). Well, dear readers,
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these are the persons for whose eternal benefit the Sun of righteousness will one day arise. They walk in the ways of the LORD. They
reverence Him. They tremble at His word. They think about
His great and holy name, and they speak often one to another about
Him Who loved them and washed them from their sins in His Own
blood. For the benefit of such the Sun of righteousness shall arise
in His glory. He will come in His glory f01" their benefit.
3. Let us now think of the blessings which the rising of the Sun of
·righteousness will bring to those who fear the Lord.
First, He will bring healing to them. He will" arise with healing
in His wings". Canon :Fausset says that this implies" the winged
swiftness with which He shall appear for the relief of His people".
, Wings' are put for beams.
No sooner does the natural sun
arise than its beams bring immediate light and heat to our planet.
The manifestation of CHRIST, the Sun of righteousness, will bring
full healing to His tried and afllicted people. Already they are
healed with His stripes. The malady of sin has been cured. But
until He comes, sorrow, trial, suffering, and temptation are more or
less their portion. When He arises and comes in glory, however,
" He will swallow up death in victory; and the LORD GOD will
wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of His people
shall He take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath
spoken it".
Secondly, the LORD will bring fullness of joy to His people when
He comes. They" shall go forth and gambol as calves of the
stall". So the Revised Version renders the wordb, "Ye shall go
forth, and grow up as calves of the stall ". The meaning seems to
be that as calves freed from the stall, gambol, skip, frisk and frolic
about with joy, so joy will be the portion of those who fear GOD'S
name when the Sun of righteousness arises. Our LORD bids His
people rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in
heaven. He will say to His people when He returns, "Enter thou
into the joy of thy LORD". The Apostle Peter says, "Rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of CHRIST'S sufferings ; that, when His
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy"
(1 Pet. iv. 13).
Thirdly, the LORD will bring victory to His people when He
comes. They will then be able to say, "Thanks be to GOD, Which
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giveth us the victory through our LORD JESUS CHRIST". They
will have eternal victory over death. They will also be victorious
over all their enemies. "Ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I
shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts" (Mal. iv. 3). The godly
sufler much trial and persecntion at the hands of the ungodly, but
when the Sun of righteousness arises (0 solemn thought !) " all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble". CHRIST
will render vengeance upon them (2 Thess. i. 7-9), and His people
will be associated with Him in His overthrow of all His enemies.
"The uprigh.t shall have dominion over them in the morning"
(Psa. xlix. 14). When our LORD JESUS CHRIST takes to Himself
His great power and reigns, then He will break the nations that
oppose Him with a rod of iron, and dash them in pieces like a
potter's vessel, and His people will be associated with Him in this
conquest over His enemies. He says to them, "He that overcometh, and keepeth My works unto the end, to Him will I give
power over the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron;
as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even
as I received of My FATHER" (see Psa. ii. 6-9, R.V., and Rev. ii.
26, 27).
This, then, dear fellow-believers, is our hope-the rising in meridian glory of the Sun of righteousness, the appearing of the glory
of our great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. Now it is morally
dark, and the darkness deepens and increases; but "the night is
far spent; the Day is at hand". "Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Psa. xxx. 5).
"With that 'blessed hope' before us,
Let no harp remain nnstrung,
Let the mighty Advent ehorus
Onward roll from tongue to tongneMaranatha!
Come, LORD JEsus-quickly come!"
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Th01MS Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
,

"GOD deals with us as we do with our children: He first speaks,
then gives a gentle stroke, at last a blow."-John Newton.
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ABASEMENT OF THE PROUD.
" Those that 1valk in pride He is able to aba..e."-DANIEL iv. 37.
THIS was the confession which the proud king of Babylon made
after God had hUmbled him and brought him low. The tree about
which he dreamt, " whose height reached unto the heaven, and the
sight thereof to all the earth", represented himself. He had
grown and become strong: His greatness reached 11l1to heaven
and his dominion to the end of the earth. The decree of the
most High that the tree should be hewn down and almost totally
destroyed represented the Divine judgment which would come upon
Nebuchadnezzar for his sins. That judgment was designed to
make him acknowledge" that the most High ruleth in the kingdom
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will". The prediction
of the heaven-sent dream was fulfilled. The king was smitten
with madness for seven years, and at the end of that time he lifted
up his eyes unto heaven, his understanding returned unto him, and
he blessed the most High, and he praised and honoured Him that
liveth for ever, Whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and
His kingdom is from generation to generation. Moreover, Nebuchadnezzar went on to acknowledge that all the inhabitants of the
earth are reputed as nothing; and He doeth according to His will
in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth;
and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou .~ "
Further, this great king of Babylon concluded his proclamation
"unto all people, nations, and languages", by saying, "Now I,
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honour the king of heaven,
all whose works are truth, and His ways judgment: and those that
walk in pride He is (tble to abase ".
Our Wayside Notes are based on this remarkable acknowledgment. The King of heaven, the Sovereign of the universe, Who
doeth according to His will in heaven and on earth, and Whose
eternal purposes can never be thwarted, He is able to abase those
who walk in pride.
1. Let us observe first that pride is a sin to which all men are prone.
The proud man has an inordinate estimation of his talents and
character. He thinks too much of himself. He loves the praise
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of men. He is haughty, and he may regard others with contempt.
Our Lord tells us that" from within, out of the heart of men pro·
ceed evil thoughts . . . wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, 'Jffide, foolishness" (Mark vii. 21, 22). These
things are all evil and sinful, and they defile all who are guilty of
them. Who can speak well of human nature after this ~ The
natural heart of everyone of us is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked. No good thing dwells there. It is enmity
against God. It is not subject to the Divine law, and it is incapable
of being so. It can never be improved. Those under its influence
"cannot please God". These statements are all borne out by
Scripture, and they explain how it is that iniquity abounds, that
"manifold transgressions" and "mighty sins" are committed,
and that even the Lord's Own regenerated people are often guilty
of pride and of many other sins (see J er. xvii. 9; Rom. viii. 7, 8 ;
Amos v. 12).
All classes may be guilty of the sin of pride. The strong man
may be proud of his strength, the brave man of his courage, the
educated of his learning, the accomplished of his accomplishments,
the wealthy of his riches, the business mlm of his success. Even
the child of God may be proud of his usefulness in the Lord's vineyard; and of the many things he may be able to do in the service
of his Lord. Yet not one of us has the least ground for boasting.
"For who maketh thee to differ from another ~ And what hast
thou that thou didst not receive ~ Now if thou didst receive it,
why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it ~ " (1 COl'.
iv. 7). Yes, indeed, why should ,,-e glory·~ 'Why should we take
any honour to ourselves ~ All our powers come from God. The
power to walk, to speak, to hear, to see, to eat, to think, to preach,
and to write are all of Him. In Him we live, and move, and have
our being.. He" giveth to all life, and breath, and all things"
(Acts xvii. 25). All our spiritual blessings come from Him.
Spiritual life, faith, repentance, sonship, salvation, and glory, besides the eternal and electing love behind all these blessings, are
all of Him. The blessings which come to God's beloved, chosen,
and redeemed people are all of grace, and grace excludes all boasting, and shuts out all human pride. Under no circumstances then
should pride be tolerated. The believer should ever be clothed
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with humility. Without any l'eserve he should reject every
thought of pride which springs up in his heart, that" according as
it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (1 Cor.
i. 31).
2. Secondly, let us observe that pride is a sin which is conspicuo'usly
illustrated in Bible history.
•
Pride is often a national sin. It was one of the sins of Sodom.
" Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fullness
of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters.
. . . And they were haughty, and committed abomination before
Me: therefore I took them away as I saw good" (Ezek. xvi. 49,50).
Pride lay at the back of Israel's sins. " They and our fathers dealt
proudly, and hardened their necks, and hearkened not to Thy commandments" (Neh. ix. 16, 29). Pride would seem to have been
the sin which led to the fall of Satan (1 Tim. iii. 6). Pride was the
sin of 'Pharaoh and the Egyptians. "They dealt proudly" against
God's chosen (Exod. xviii. 10, 11; Neh. ix. 10). It was pride of
heart which led Pharaoh contemptuously to say, " Who is the Lord,
that I should obey His voice 1" (Exod. v. 2). Pride was Sennacherib's sin when he proudly ridiculed the idea that J ehovah
could deliver Jerusalem out of his hand (2 Kings xviii. 34, 35; xix.
23). Pride was the sin of Nebuchadnezzar. "When his heart was
lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his
k-ingly throne." Belshazzar was gnilty of the same sin. "And
thou his son, 0 Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heal-t, though
tho~ knewest all this" (Dan. v. 20, 22). Haman in the Book of
Esther is another conspicuous example of a proud heart and a
haughty, contemptuous spirit. Pride will be one of the prominent
sins of the last days. "Men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient, unthankful,
unholy" (2 Tim. iii.2). This great sin will be specially conspicuous
in the man of sin who will be revealed before the Lord comes to
welcome His people unto Himself. He is one" who opposeth and
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is "'orshipped ;
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that
he is God". He w:ill open "his mouth in blasphemy against God,
to blaspheme' His name, and His tabernacle, a.nd them that dwell
in heaven" (2 Thess. ii. 3, 4; Rev. xiii. 6).
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Was not pride one of the great sins which led to the most terrible
war in history, the effects of which are still being felt in an appalling
degree in every part of the earth? Ah! and is not. pride one of
my sins and yours, dear readers? Wbich of us cau say that proud
thoughts do not spring up and aSsert themselves? How constantly the regenerated and beloved children of God need to pray,
"Lord, enable me to walk humbly before Thee. Let me give no
quarter to thoughts of pride. Let me unreservedly and always
own that I owe everything to Thy distiuguishing grace, Thine electing and redeeming love, that I have absolutely nothing which I did
not receive, but that by the grace of God alone I am what I am '\
3. Tll1:rdl:y, let us notioe that pride is a sin which God is able to
punish.
The proud angelic beings who sinned are" reserved in everlasting
chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day"
(Jude 6). The Lord rained upon Sodom brimstone and fire from
the Lord out of heaven, because of her pride. The sea covered
the chariots and horsemen of Pharaoh, and they "sank as lead
in the mighty waters", because of their proud rebellion against
J ehovah. The Angel of the Lord smote in the camp of the proud
Assyrian monarch an hundred fourscore and five thousand men,
as a judgment for his pride. Haman was hung upon the gallows
he had prepared for Mordecai. Nehuchadnezzar was temporarily
deposed from his kingly throne, and Belshazzar was weighed in the
halances, found wanting, and slain. Thus" He hath scattered the
proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the
princes from their thrones, and hath exalted them of low degree"
(Luke i. 51, 52, R.V.). In like manner God will abase everyone
that cheri"hes pride in his heart. "Pride goeth hefore destruction,
and an haughty spirit before a fall." " Everyone that is proud
in heart is an ahomination to the Lord: though hand join in haDd,
he shall not be unpunished" (Prov. xvi. 5, 18). The Lord preserveth the faithful, but He plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.
He resists the proud, but He giveth grace to the humble. Remarkable are the words of the Lord to Edom. "The pride of thine
hear~ hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the
rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall
bring me down to the ground? Though thou exalt thyself as the
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eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I
bring thee down, saith the Lord" (Obadiah 3, 4). Vain indeed is
it to fight against God. Especially will the proud be dealt with
when the Lord comes. "The lofty looks of men shall be humbled,
and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day."
" The day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be as stubble." The proud
and blaspheming man of sin whose coming is after the working of
Satan shall be consumed with the breath of the Lord's mouth, and
€lestroyed with the bl'ightness of His coming (see Isa. ii. 11; Mal.
iv. 1; 2 Thess. ii. 8, 9). Solemn, indeed, are those Scriptures ,,-hich
demonstrate that those who walk in pride God is able to abase.
4. Lastly, for our comfort let us notice that pride is a sin which God
is ohle righteously to forgive.
Saul of Tarsus was a proud, self-righteous Pharisee, but the Lord
humbled him to the dust, gave to him a broken and a contrite
heart, blotted out as a thick cloud his transgressions, and saved
him by His grace. A broken and a contrite heart God will not
despise, and He is able to give such a heart to the objects of His
electing love and grace. Though Saul of Tarsus was a persecutor,
a blasphemer and injurious, he obtained mercy, and one reason
for this was that in him first" Jesus Christ might show forth all
Jongsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe
on Him to life everlasting" (1 Tim. i. 16). Pride of heart is
natural to us all, but the Lord can so work upon His elect people
that like the publican th ey humbly cry, "God be merciful to me a
sinner". What a mercy it is that the Fountain of Christ's blood
can cleanse from all sin, including the sin of pride!
" There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet
is not :vashed from their filthiness. There is a generation, 0 how
lofty are their eyes! and their eyelids are lifted up " (Prov. XXlC.
12, 13). May we not be amongst them. "Though the Lord be
high, yet hath He respect unto the lowly: but the proud He
lmoweth afar off" (Psa. cxxxviii. 6).
THE EDITOR.

Whitington Viectrage,
Stoke Fe-Try, Norfolk.

(Thomas Houghton).

The Gospel Magazine

151

WELLSPRINGS.
" Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at His word; your brethren
that hated you, that cast you out for My Name's sake, said: Let the
Lord be glorified; but He shall appear to your joy, and they shall be
ashamed.~'-ISAIAH lxvi. 5.

THAT is a blessed description of Zion's living family, and well becomes
their character and disposition, "that tremble at His word". Their
God reeognizes the kind of trembling that is in the hearts of His elect,
who cry day and night unto Him, and He promises to such, "but to
this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and trembleth at My word". It is evangelical and not legal fear.
Solomon calls that man "happy that feareth alway", whilst" he
that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief": How .the men of
Israel in Ezra's day "trembled at the words of the God of Israel,
because of the transgression of those that had been carried away" !
They" trembled at the commandment of our God " in holy awe and
jealousy over themselves as also over them that had so grievously
departed from God's ordinances. The Lord loves to see this trembling
of heart, this watchful desire toward Him and against the inroads
and devices of the evil one to seduce and lead them astray; and He
pronounces blessing upon such, and future promises to them that thus
wait for and wait upon Him. Oh, yes! There are some blessed
tremblers upon the earth, and for them there are rich blessings. They
are amongst those whom the Word describes as afflicted" and tossed
with tempest"_ To such the promise falls with sweet bedewing
comfort, " Fear not, thou worm J acob "_ They are so often oppressed
with the plague of indwelling sin, that they are led to cry out, "0
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me from this body of
death", and are met with the Divinely inspired answer, "I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord"_
They are fearing the fury of the oppressor, and find him not when
their God arises on their behalf to deliver. They are often in trembling
as they fear the enemy within and without; the base insinuations of
the arch enemy, the vile calumnies of Satan's emissaries and tools.
Here, again, they are met with that grace-establishing, soul·strength·
ening Word, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper;
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants' of the Lord, and their
righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord". We might enumerate
occasions upon which the Lord's people are a trembling people,
so utterly are they taught to distrust self, to cease from leaning upon
any bruised reed, and to look only to the one and only satisfying
Portion and Help_ And they are the blessed ones who shall one day
hear the glad summons, " Come, ye blessed of :!tfy Father, inherit the
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kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the \vorld ". Then
in His own time and way their Lord will be glorified in them, and" to
wondering worlds display, that He with them is One".
I have been thinking very much of the word' appear' in our text.
It is only a word of six letters and yet full of import. It has been
brought home to my heart very especially perhaps because of the way
in which the Lord has been leading me of late. It has been in the
thick darkness; shut up alone to Him, and ofttimes in wonderment
as to what all His silence means. His dwelling in the thick darkness;
His mysterious dealings; His hedging up my way has been difficult to
understand. One was utterly and wholly cast upon the absolute
sovereignty of her God. A good place, you will say, dear readers. But,
oh! the depths to be waded through ere one arrives at the" wealthy
place" of blessing. Oh, the painfulness to flesh and blood; the
humbling and the trembling! These things must be known and felt to
be spoken of-and then one can only speak with bated breath! How
hard it was to wait in humble childlike submission when nature was
so restless and perturbed and would have moved so quickly but for the
tender, restraining, preventing, controlling, and sweetly superior will of
God-the God Who is the Defence and Defender of His People. He
is the God of their mercy Who shall prevent or go before, hedge up
their paths, shut this door and that, and bring them to look no way
but upward, and thus find Him managing their mean affairs, manipulating, gniding even by this denial and that, and wringing the cry from
their hearts: "Lord, we know not what to do, but our eyes are unto
Thee". One was anxious all along not to take a step contrary to His
word or direction. Such are the times when one finds how the Lord
has appeared for His servant, and perhaps unperceived by sense, yet
how mercifully He has changed the course, stopped the way, yes, and
answered the cry of His anguished servant's heart. He has brought
to pass in this little time-state what was seen and arranged by Him
from all eternity. Prevent, decide, control, suggest, and overrule,
only let Thy Presence go with Thy servant or carry me not up hence,
was the soul's cry. Perhaps the long and weary waiting time is over.
His way has not been according to our expectations, but nevertheless
that way, being His, is perfect. Yes, He has appeared, and when the
Lord appears as His People's Deliverer to their joy, they are not
ashamed, and shall never be put to confusion. That is left for the
doom of His and His children's enemies. "The Lord knoweth the
way of the righteous; but the way of the lUlgodly shall perish."
Let us consider the word and its import, and may the Lord make it
a profitable Bible study. We like to go by the rule of first mention in
Scripture. The first time we find this word is in the eaTliest page of
Holy Writ-Gen. i. 9: "And God said, Let the waters under the
heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land
appear, and it was so". "Let it appear"; let it be in sight, Iitel"ally.
There had been darkness and chaos until" the Spirit moved upon the
face of the waters" and brought fOTmation and order after His own
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perfect mind. He had but to speak and it was done; to command
and it stood fast. "By the word of the Lord were the heavens made;
and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth ".
The earth out of nothing-the waters and the land spoken into
existence. Let it appear. There is no contending nor disputing.
It was so because the great Creator intended it should be so. The
man of reason and learning is trying his puny best to upset these simple
statements of the Divine Word. He will argue for evolution and the
movement of the ages; the slow process of thousands upon thousands
of revolving years, and how in after ages these things would be evolved
and become concrete matter. But the Apostle Paul states the truth
which decides the matter for every child of God-simple and artless
enough to believe what the Word says is truth-" Through faith, we
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things \vhich do appear" (Heb.
xi. 3). "Faith admires and adores the Name which reason cannot
explore." _And in the quaternary seasons of nature, there is a time
when the winter's blasts are over, and" the time of the singing of birds
is come" (Cant. ii. 12). All according to Divine arrangement. Who
does not love that sweet season of Spring after the dull, dark, cold
days of winter 1 All Ras in that sombre season been as dead, the still
earth, the withered up shrubs, the leafless trees; but,lo! our Covenant
God has not forgotten His ancient promise, "seed-time and harvest,
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, 'and day and night shall not
ce.ase", and once again the flowers appear and the winter is over and
past. All God's living Family in Zion learn their spiritual lessons therefrom, and can-enter into dear Rutherford's teaching,
,; But flowers need night's cool darkness,
The moonlight and the dew;

So Christ as One who loved us,
His shining oft withdrew.

H

The withdrawal of His countenance, His Face, His Smile is as hell
to us. -We cannot endure His absence-we long fm' His return. We
wonld not even have that experience if we could choose. But He does
it as a mark of favour. He does it to teach us what we are, iu and of
ourselves, and what He is, for and toward us. But that is how we get
our wintry days, our dark seasons, and, blessed be God, the bright contrast of the' afterward '. "After He hath tried me", said Job, "I shall
come forth as gold." So we look through the gloolll of winter, with
that spark of never-dying hope enkindled within our breasts, and sing
in joy notes with the Shulamite, when the dark and gloomy days are
over," for 10, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers
appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the
voice of the turtle is heard in our land. The fig tree putteth forth her
green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell.
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away". And as alternating
as the seasons, are our moods and minds. So fitful and changing, we
can quite agree with dear Berridge in his rugged languageII
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"Brisk and dull in half an hour,
Hot and cold and sweet and sour.
Sometimes grave at .Tesu's School,
Sometimes light and play the fool."
That heaven-taught saint of God, Patrick O'Leary, ex-priest and
faithful preacher of the everlasting Gospel, speaking of the enjoyment
of the Holy Spirit's manifestations, says, "Yes, but they are often
only the length of the corner". We are led through rough and thorny
mazes; intricate paths; dark and deep places; all to teach us our
deep creature destitution apart from Him; that without Him we can do
nothing. How utterly an unsatisfying portion should we find anything below,.apart from, and in, a precious Jesus. We are thus gradually
weaned from earth and prepared for heaven. VVe get shaken from
branch to branch; find one and another prop knocked from under us,
and all to make us learn that Jesus is the One and only satisfying Portion of His people, and that earth is not our rest. It is Christ as our
Heaven of Heavens that alone can satisfy. So we long for His appearing, and cry, When will the gloomy night be o'er and the Day-stal'
arise ~ When shall the bright and morning star appear ~ He fulfilled
His promise and appeared in the fullness of time as the little Babe in
Bethlehem's manger. He will as assuredly fulfil His word of coming
again. So the Church rejoices in the apostolic hope, " When Christ Who
is our Life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glol'y ".
But until that Day comes, let us think with deep gratitude and expectant hope' of where He is now, and what He is doing for us. "For
Christ is not entered into the holy place made with hands which are
the figures of the hue, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us." He is my glorious Advocate there. He is pleading my cause there. He is answering all Satan's accusations there on
behalf of His down-trodden people. Oh! have you ever had a favoured
moment by faith, dear reader, in seeing Jesus, your glorious Advocate,
pleading for you, yes, even for you, before His Father's Face ~ Happy,
indeed, your Portion, beloved reader; a much-coveted privilege, a real
and a sacred" glimpse within the veil". Yes, He is there until the
last ransomed one is brought home, and then He will appear the second
time in the clouds, and gather His elect from the four corners of the
earth. He will appear to their joy and long-promised emancipation
and redemption. He will appear apart from sin. He will appear in
great glory, and He will appear not as the helpless Babe, not the
despised Stranger, not the Suffering Lamb of Calvary, but as the Allconquering One, "the great God and our Saviour", Who" shall be
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His
power; when He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you
was believed) in that day". And the beloved John the Divine is
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granted a similar view of the Incarnate God in His Apocalypse (Rev.
i. 13, 16). Oh! dear readers, where will you and I appear at that
great Day 1 We must all appear before the Judgment seat of Christ,
but where is our great concern 1 On which side 1 In whose company?
Are we in or out of Christ 1 Shall we be on His right hand or on His
left 1 Shall we be amongst His sheep or the goats 1 Shall we hear
His 'Come' of eternal welcome, or 'Depart' of everlasting curse 1
These are deep and solemn truths, and it behoves us in these solemn
and closing days to search our hearts, and better still, to beg of the
Lord to search them and try them for us. Let us not deceive ourselves
nor make a mistake. "And if the righteous scarcely (i.e. with painful
difficulty) be saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear 1 "
Are we looking for His appearing 1 If so, what are the promises to
such 1 The Apostle Peter writes: "And when the .chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye ~hall receive a crown. of glory that fadeth not away" ;
whilst John, upon the same subject, says, "And now, little children,
abide in Him; that when He shall awear, we may have confidence,
and not be ashamed before Him at His coming". And, again, " Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be; but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is ".
Now all the exercises which a child of God is brought into ·are but so
many clouds which usher in the well-beloved of his soul. "Clouds
are the dust of His feet." He will come through them, sweep them
all away by His Presence and" appear to your joy". The gifted M. A.
Chaplin poetizes upon these clouds :-'
" Eut oh to see beyond the storm
Omnipotence in human form;

And feel that He in Whom we trust,
Can reach our miseries through the dust.
"The clouds will pass, for come He must,

And when His power has laid the dust,
How kindly will His slmlight fall
On those who trusted in it all."

R.

"WORLDLY men will be true to their principles; and if we were as
true to ours, the visits between the two parties would be short and
seldom."-John Newton.
A CORRESPONDENT writes to Miss R. Cowell as follows: "Thank
you for the notice in our Magazine of my dear one (Miss Emma Ingham).
She was brought into peace by the word, 'It' is finished', under the
late Rev. Richard Hoare. A quiet, unobtrusive Christian, she read
her Bible through each year for a great many years, besides occasional
readings, and was known as a remarkable Sunday-school teacher,
thoroughly preparing her lessons, and for more than twenty years
she conducted her women's Bible reading ".-M. Y.
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SmllOlHJ an'iJ N otffJ of SnIUOnl3.
SALVATION.
BRIEF NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES
ORMISTON AT ST. MARY-LE-PORi' CHUROH, BRISTOL.

" Jesus therefore, knowing (Ill things that should come upon Him, ,,'ent
forth, ",ul s(lid unto them, Whom seel.: ye? They amswered Him,
Jesus of N(lz",·eth. Jesus s(lith unto them, I (lm lie. A,ul Jud(ls
(llso, which betrctyed Him, stood with them. As soon then (IS He had
s(l,a unto them, I (I'" He, they went backw(ll'd, and fell to the ground."
--JOHN xviii. 4, 5, 6.

WE are again in thought, dear. friends, once more in the Garden of
Gethsemane, the second great historical garden we have mention of ill
Holy Scripture. In the first, man fell and sold the whole human race
wlder sin, and man was lost accordingly so far as his own ,,-orks and
merit went. Now here in the second garden is the last Adam Who has
a people to save out of the wreck-to save with a great salvation for
evermore. What a difference is here in this latter garden with which
Jesus, the last Adam, was very familiar. Whole nights He spent here
in prayer and meditation; His disciples with Him, sometimes hearing
what He asked-at other times doubtless all was silence-and from the
one example given us they probably went to sleep often; they were
human, and they spent their clays in laborious service and were tirecl
at the encl of the clay. They were poor a.ncl neecly enough for Him, ancl
so they are for us, clear friencls. We feel one of their number-I am
poor ancl of no reputation, yet the Lord thinketh upon me. The Lord
kJ,ew them and their infirmities which abolUlded, but God's grace superabounded, their own strength was weakness.
Here we find mention, first, of Jesus-" Jesus therefore, kJlOwing all
things that should come upon Hinl, went forth "-Wherefore? On
account of His marvellous forekJlOwledge He therefore went forth.
There was no chance in Gethsemane, there was nothing at issue for man
to decide, everything was weighed in the balances of the Sanctuary, and
the Lord, with just weight, decided perfectly. Jesus kJ,ew His Father's
designs in regard to Gethsemane and Himself, and was satisfied; His
was perfect resignation. His cup might have been otherwise, but He
was satisfied that thus it should be, and that cup of curse and condemnation He was about to drink to the dregs. We cannot understand, dear-fellow believers, the great mystery of suffering measured
out accurately to Jesus. He knew all things that should come upon
Him and He yet went forth. He did not shrink nor withdraw from the
issue at stake, and He would remain firm and unalterable; He would
keep His oath, He would not break it; all He had sworn He would pay
to the last farthing, He would not change though He had sworn to His
Own hurt. Lay great stress on these words as .you read them: "Jesus
therefore, knowing all things that should come upon Him, went forth".
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With all His foreknowledge He went forth to meet that enemy host.
He would pay His people's debts to the last farthing. Jesus was able
to exhaust the penal death due to His people in the fullness of degree,
and'He did exhaust it. His people could only have borne it in enduring
it infinitely. Salvation to the uttermost-that is it; He has saved us
with His Right Hand. That is often spoken of as if it were the
mightiest; both Hands are onUlipotent, but when God lays emphasis
on His Right Hand it implies might. It is a great mercy to feel our
need, to know it and to own it. He has had mercy on us, dear children
of God, and has saved us for Christ's sake with a great salvation to the
uttermost and evermore. He kept nothing back. "Behold, we go
up to Jernsalem; and the Son of man shall be delivered unto the chief
priests, and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death,
and shall deliver Him to the Gentiles; and they shall mock Him, and
shall scourge Him, and shall spit upon Him, and shall kill Him; and
the third day He shall rise again." Jesus knew all that should befall
Him, and had long previously told His disciples how it would end. He
was going to pay an infinite debt that no one but Hi"1Self could paybeyond all power of finite man. The second death He died, and
exhausted it, and there is now no second death for the believer in
Jesus. Many things, great and evil, believers may be called upon to
bear by way of learning in Christ's school, but Christ has paid to the
uttermost the debt due from His people. Now He comes forth to show
Himself to a considerable guard who assisted Judas, the traitor-Judas
who had lately been one of a small congregation-as I believe-who
partook of the Lord's Supper. This is an open question, you will find
evidence both ways, so that we cannot assert it either way, but probably he was allowed, for the Lord's Own purpose, to partake of the
Supper. That was only a few hours ago, and now he is enrolled at the
head of His enemies, and it was not an easy task he had set himself.
Jesus asked them a question that went to the root of the matter. Who
is He against Whom you have made such preparations 1 Who is He
that you come with such a guard to atTest Hill 1 Do you think He
will resist, and knowing His miracles have you no fear He may not
work one to deliver Himself out of your hands 1 "Whom seek ye 1 "
Some great One Who needs' great strategy to overcome Him 1 1 see
your preparations, and they al-e great and well-designed. I have
nothing to say-but" Whom seek ye 1" Their answer was-Jeslls, of
Nazareth. Jesus was a common name frequently used amongst the
Jews, so He was called, "Jesus, of Nazareth". Jesus saith to them
"I AM "-the word "He" is in italics and is not expressed in the
Greek, merely implied. He chose the Divine title of J ehovah, the
Great Eternal Altogether Worthy" I AM"; and the effect of that
declaration of His eternal Godhead caused the multitude to go back·
wards and fall to the grolll1d-not one, I suppose, excepted. Each
one had to retire and fall and could not get up again. How powerless
sinners are when the Lord put" forth His power, yet men are boasting
great things in these last days against God's dear Son Who is Omni·
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potent, and has all power in Heaven and earth. These, His enemies,
appear to have lain prostrate, and He asked them again, " Whom seek
ye ~" And they said again, "Jesus, of Nazareth ", and He said, "I
have told you that I AM", again repeating the Divine title. None
can stay His Hand or say, What doest Thou ~ Whatever He may
choose to do for His Own glory, His will must stand whether men or
devils resist.
"Judas also, which betrayed Him, stood with them." He took the
leadership of the whole gang of the devil. He had no authol'ity from
God, but by permission he was allowed to exercise a seeming authority
on one occasion only. He was the son of perdition, and he willed the
destruction of our dear Redeemer. We have nothing to sa.y; God will
adjust everything in His Own time, but it is very solemn to rea.d he
" went to his own place". he was entitled to it-he earned it. Let us
sinners think of this; we are saved by the mercy of God through the
most precious blood of Jesus Christ, but how we tremble for others.
I AM-He realized His greatness in the hour of His neediness. He was
not less able to save at this tinIe than at previous times. With how
great salvation saved He the thief on the cross at the very moment of
His intensest suffering, and He brought it to pass-who doubts it ~
It took no time to bring to pass the salvation of that sinner-made
willing to be saved-by a weak Saviour mighty to save; the weakness
of God is stronger than man. What a prayer of faith was this-what
a triumphant cry-" Lord, remember me". Have you all prayed that
eal'llestly by the faith of a feeble heart-a trembling but overcoming
faith ~ It may be a little thing, your faith; bnt God delights in it
hecause He gave it. He esteems it a worthy gift on His part. So He
kept faith with that dying thief. Judas might stand with His enemies
and lead them to the appointed work, but God's word prevailed: " No
lllan taketh it-My life-from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of !VIy Father". This, dear friends, is
salvation.
May God bless His Own Word for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

SOLOMON'S SONG.
A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. DUNSTAN'S CHURCH, IN THE WEST,
LONDON, IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY" BY THE
REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE, fiLA.
" The song of songs, which is Solomon's."-SONG OF SONGS,

I.

1.

(Continued from p. 113.)

THE Scriptures are suited to man in his present state. While he is here
in the body he cannot converse i=ediately with spiritual objects :
he can only see them comparatively, as colllpared to and illust1'3ted by
material and sensible objects. The Scriptures take this method of
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instruction. They teach us spil'itual and heavenly things Ullder theirexpressive images of nature. Whoever considered the Scriptmes in
this light, could not rest in the literal sense of the -song. He knew
that all Syriptme had a spiritual sense, and therefore, in reading the
Song he would consider what the spil'itual sense could be, and -he could
not easily mistake it, when he recollected what was the one great encl
and ainl of all Scripture. Every part of it was to lead men to some
knowledge of Christ, which is the third argument tending to open to
us the scope and design of this Divine book. Search the Scriptures,
says He'of Whom they write, for these are they which testify of Ilk
The Song is part of these Scriptmes, and therefore it testifies of Christ;
and what other testimony does it bear of Him, than in setting forth
the love which He has for His faithful people ~
The testimony Qf Jesus, says St. John, is the spirit of prophecy. If
you understand the prophetical spirit of this book, you will read in it
the testinlony of Jesus; therefore, if you do not see how it bears testimony to Him, you have no insight into its prophetical spirit.
Again, we read, "That the Holy Scriptures are able to make a man
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus: for all
Scripture is given by inspiration of God" (2 Tun. iii. 15, 16). From
whence 1 infer, that the Song being pal·t of Scripture, is given by
inspiration of God, and was therefore given, that it might make the
man of God wise lUlto salvation, and this it does by establishing him
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
Another proof may be taken from the forty-fifth Psalm, which is a
Song of loves. The subject and the manner of the composition are the
same with this Divine book. They treat of the love of Christ to His
Church, and after the manner of a dialogue, and the forty-fifth Psalm is
applied to Christ by an infallible interpreter.
St. Paul, in the first of the Hebrews, and the eighth verse, says that
it was written of God the Son; from whence we may conclude, that
the Song being upon the same subject, and drawn up in the same
manner, treats also of the love of God the Son to His faithful people.
And to confirm the interpretation of these more general proofs, 1 may
mention a fourth argument, taken from those places of Scripture wherein
Christ is spoken of in the very terms nsed in the Song. The Scripture
often speaks of Him under the character of the Bridegroom. In the
twenty-fifth of St. Matthew we have the parable of the ten virgills who
went ont to meet the Bridegroom, who in the thirteenth verse is called
the Son of man. In the fifth of the Ephesians, St. Paul is treatulg of
the love and union between husbands and wives, and ill the thirtysecond verse he says, " This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning
Christ and His Chmch", in the same manner, and with the same
expressions, which are used in the Song, and which are carried on
through the New Testament; for thus we read in one of the last scenes
of the Revelation of St. John, that the multitude of the heavenly
host cried aloud as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Hallelujah,
for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth; let us be glad, and rejoice, and
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give honour unto Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and
His wife hath made herself ready. And in the twenty-first chapter
St. John infol'ms us who the bride, the Lamb's wife is, the Church, the
Jerusalem that is above, which is the spiritual mother of us all, even
of everyone of us who shall be so happy as to be called to the marriage
supper of the Lamb.
From these authorities it appears to me undeniably evident, that it
is common in Scripture to speak of Christ in the very same manner that
He is spoken of in the Song; and thm'efore summing up all these
arguments togethel', considering that the expositors, Jews and Christians, are agreed about the plan and design of it, and that the received
sense is agreeable to the general rule for interpreting Scripture, and is
founded upon clear reasoning from many particular passages, and
more espe.cially from those passages wherein express mentiOn is made
of Christ's love to the faithful, under the very images used to represent
it in the Song, we may certainly from hence conclude that the scope
and design of this sweet portion of Scripture is to set forth in the most
lively and affecting manner the mutual joys and mutual praises of
Ohrist and the faithful.
Having thus far endeavoured to settle and establish the principal use
of this sacred book, I come in the fourth and last place to reduce what
has been said into practice, and to draw some useful inferences from it.
The Song, as you have heard, is of the nature of a parable, wherein
spiritual things are described by material. It is one of the offices of
the wisdom that is from above, to understand a parable and the interpretation thereof. I have endeavoured to give you the interpretation
of one of the sweetest of all the Divine parables. And are there any
of you, my brethren, who, after what has been said, are not yet reconciled to this book 1 Do you think that it had better have been left
out of the sacred Volume 1 Consider, that your opinion weighs nothing
against the unanimous consent of the Church of God, and your opinion
is founded upon your ignorance of the things of God. 1£ you understand this book, you could not think meanly of it; but, in order to
Ullderstand it, you must have some experience of that love of which it
treats-having never tasted of it, you cannot enter into the spirit of
the descriptions of it here made by Christ and by the faithful. Instead
then of looking into the book for matter of censure, look into your own
hearts, and beg of God to show you how much you stand in need of
having the love of Christ shed abroad in them; and whenever He
cnables you to say with the Apostle, Jesus Ohrist loved me and gave
Hinlself for me, then you will taste and see how exceedingly sweet
every image and description is in this Divine Song.
1£ you cannot be persuaded to desire that the love of God may be shed
abroad in your hearts, yon will entel-tain a mean opinion of this treatise
upon it. But for the sake of your dear and immortal souls, suffer not
yourselves to speak irreverently of it. If God ever revcaled Himself
to man, this is part of His revelation. The holy and eternal Spirit,
Who inspired all Scripture, spake this by His unening wisdom. He is
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the Author, and the subject is the deep things of God. Let not then a
disrespectful word come out of your mouths against it. But if you will
suffer your wit to run into licentiousness, remember that you ridiculc
this book at the peril of your souls. You are guilty of blasphemy
against the Most High. And how can you think it safe to jest upou
the Almighty, and to make sport with His omnipotence 1 Why will
you set God at defiance, and add fresh fuel to His wrath, as if all your
other sins would not sink you deep enough into the pit of destruction 1
If you have any love left for your eternal iuterests, forbear this desperate
wit; and beg of God to enlighten the darkness of your understandings,
that you may see the scope and design of this sacred Song. And to
those persons who desire this I make my second remark.
You do not clearly comprehend the things written in this book, but
you desire to comprehend them. If this desire be from God, it will put
you upon praying for the experience of that love which is here treitted
of. You may possibly come at the meaning of some things in it, but
you cannot know them practically nor profitably, until you are taught
them. of God. You cannot tell what the love of God is, until it be shed
abroad in your heitrt. No description citn make you acquainted with
it; and, therefore, look up to God Who has it to give. Ask Him out
of the riches of His grace to bestow it upon you; and when He gives
you the comfortable sense of it, then you will have the best key to open
the mysteries of this Divine Song. And for your eucouragement in
seeking, remember that this love is free. Though it be inestimable,
yet it is to be had without money and without price. God hitd no
motive to show it to sinners, but His own inherent mercy, and He waits
for no merit or qualification in them; for it is to supply the witnt of all
merit itnd qualification; and He has already begun to bestow the
riches of this free love upon you, by making you sensible of your witnt
of it, itnd by putting you upon seeking for it. Wait upon Him then
in the ways of His ordinances, and He will finish whitt He has begUll.
He will enable you to love Him, becituse He first loved you. Ask this
out of a due sense of your Ullworthiness, and the Fitther for the sake of
His Son will shed abroad His love in your hearts by the Holy Ghost.
And thus He will bring you into the happy number of those believers
to whom I make my third and litst inference.
You, my Christian brethren, can read this sweet portion of Scripture
with delight and profit. You know it to be true by your own experience. You look upon Jesus Christ in the light here described; for
Hc is your peace, and you find His deitlings with your souls are the
very same which the Song mentions. For what the Song says of the
Church in general, must be true of every individual. who is a member
of it. For the Church is nothing more than a congregation of believers
united by faith and by the bond of the Spirit to Christ the head of the
spiritual body, and by love to one another. United to Him, as the
members are to the head, and united to one "'lOther as the members
are in the same body. What, therefore, is spoken in the Song of the
whole Church, 3·S the spouse of Christ, is true of every particular
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Christian. And what is said of the Church is briefly this: In the first
chapter the Church expresses a strong desire for nearer communion
with Christ, and then there follows some declining of her affection.
After this we have her recovery, a regaining of her first love; and yet
she aftenvards declines again in her affection, her love grows cold, and
she falls into a state of desertion. Christ hides His Presence hom her
more than He did in her former coldness, and this continues, until perceiving Christ's constant affection to her, notwithstanding her unkind
treatment of Him, she recovers, and follows Him more closely, and
with a more .constant love than before.
These passages agree with the experience of the best Christians in
the course of their own lives, and therefore the Song is not a dark,
lillintelligible book to them. They find it to be an experimental
treatise upon the love of Jesus Christ to His people. And all of you,
my Chl'istian brethren, understand it in this light. You have read it
with care, praying the Holy Inspirer of it to enlighten your illlderstandings, that you may sec its trne sense and spiritual meaning;
and He has opened to you the truth of its descriptions. The Holy
Spirit has drawn you to Christ, 'and has made'you happy in the sense
of His love, and thus He has given you the best comment upon the
Song. The more He enables you to taste of this love, the more clearly
will you understand the Song. You will have the greater insight
into it, the nearer access you have to the Father, with confidence
through the faith that is in Christ; for what is written concerning
communion with God must certainly be best understood by those
who live in close communion with Him. This is your privilege.
Remember how great and high it is, and act worthy of it. You have
fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. The Holy
Spirit is the bond of this communion, and therefore it is called " the
CO=illlion of the Holy Ghost". Oh, beware, then, of everything
that would grieve or offend Him. As His is an holy office, entirely
relating to holiness, nothing can displease this Holy Spirit so much as
sin. He is of purer eyes than to behold the least iniquity. The least
thought of sin offends Him; for it is sin that pollutes His sacred residence, and defiles the temple of the heart. Sin makes Him withdraw and
hide the light of His countenance, and withhold the sweet sense of His
comfortable presence. Oh, beware then, as you love your own peace
of mind, as you love your God and His glory, as you love Jesus Christ
and His salvation, beware of the least approach to sin. Pray, watch,
strive against it. Resist unto blood striving against sin. Wait upon
God in all His ordinances to get power over it. And the more you are
dead to sin, and alive unto God, the nearer fellowship will you have with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ; and as this fellowship is
the subject of the Song, you will therefore understand it the better,
and experience more of its sweetness. .
1I1y Christian brethren, you have tasted of its sweetness. You know
the lovingkindness of the Lord, and if you would have the constant
abiding sense of it, earnestly beseech the Holy Spirit to keep you from
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offending Him in thought, word, and deed. Intreat Him to give you
grace never to grieve Him. Stand in awe, and sin not. Sin is your
great enemy. Nothing makes God hide His face from you, but sin.
All the darkness, and blindness, and depravity, that are in the soul
concerning the things of God, come from sin; from it came all misery.
Oh, watch, then, and pray always against it. Pray that you may be
kept from the works of darkness, and from every error and vice which
would cloud the understanding, and hinder your reading this portion
of Scripture with profit. Look up to the Spirit of wisdom, and intreat
Him to open to you the true sense and meaning of the Song, and to give
you the happy experience and comfort of its doctrines. And that we
may all receive the benefits from it which He intended it should
administer to His people, let us humbly ask it of Him in the words of
our Church, which hath taught us to pray, saying,Blessed Lord, Who hast caused all Holy Scriptures (and this portion of them in particular which we have been considering) to be
written for our learning; grant that we may in such wise hear them,
read, mark, leam, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and
comfort of Thy holy word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the
blessed hope of everlasting life, which Thou hast given us in our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.
======

QUESTIONS PROPOUNDED IN HOLY WRIT.-VII.
" The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom shall I fear? The
Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? " PSALM xxvii. 1.
THE Holy Spirit by His servant in these words has left on record a
gracious declaration of the Lord's infinite and ever present mercy to
His chosen people in Christ Jesus; what a sanctified acknowledgment
David here makes of his trust in Jehovah! May the Holy Spirit
guide our thoughts in contemplating this blessed portion; for without
His gracious enlightenment all our efforts will be huitless; but when
He sheds light upon the sacred page we behold the spiritual riches
contained in His most Holy Word for the instruction, comfort, and
edification of His children in all succeeding ages who like David mourn
their sinfulness and cry unto the Lord for manifestations of His love,
delivering mercies, and guidance in the times of need, and conflict
with the opposing forces of the world, the flesh, and the devil.
The Psalms contain a very precious store of the blessed truths of the
everlasting Covenant of Grace. " The secret of the Lord is with them
that fear Him; and He will show them His Covenant." And the
Psalms reveal :a. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Light, the Rock of our
salvation, and the Redeemer of His Israel.
Light
(boocix. 15).
Rock
(lxii. 2).
Redeemer (cx,'o:x. 7 and 8).
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b. The everlasting love of God the Father to His sons and daughters
chosen by Him in Christ.
Love
(cxlvi. 8).
(b:xxi.x. 3).
Chosen
c. The blessed operations of God the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, the
Remembrancer, and Guide and Sanctifier of the children of God (li. 11).
In the face of all his enemies and foes David in the confidence of
faith exclaims: "Of whom shall I be afraid!" Consider his fOUTfold
utterances:- .
1. "The Lord is my light and my salvation."
2. "Whom shall I fear 1 "
3. "The Lord is the strength of my life."
4. "Of whom shall I be afraid 1 "

The Old Testament saints by faith saw the Lord's promised I11essiah
in the glorious person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great theme of His
prophets, as their Light and their Salvation, t.aking away slavish fear
of sin, and the fear of man (Isa. lx. 20, and Micah vii. 8).
"Thy Slill shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days
of thy mOUTnlllg shall be ended."
" Rejoice not against me, 0 mme enemy; when I fall, I shall arise;
when I sit m darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me."
Spiritual darkness veils the mmd of all mankilld through the awful
fall in Adam their federal head; in disobedience to God's command
infused into Adam and Eve by Satan the great adversary, they lost
communion with God their Creator. The dire consequences of sin
fell upon the whole human race, producing enmity to God and to His
holiness, justice, and wisdom, and to His almighty power to save.
Satanic pride followed m the tram of the fall of man.
At the creation of the world, when darkness was upon the face of
the deep, the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
" And God said, Let there be light: and there was light." So in His
almighty power, wisdom, and holiness, He, in immutable love and
mercy, chose a countless number in Jesus Christ, the Light of the
redeemed world, that He might be their Redeemer and Saviour from
the awful darkness of sin, iniquity, and transgression, and that they
by His Holy Spirit might be regenerated, called, and sanctified according to His sovereign appointment.
Turn to the New Testament and see the glorious fulfilment of Old
Testament prophecy, e.g., testified by Simeon in Luke ii., of whom it
is recorded that he was devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel:
and the Holy Ghost was upon him.
" And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should
not see death~ before he had seen the Lord's Christ.
" Then took he Him up in his armS, and blessed God, and said, Lord,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word:
" For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation,
r
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" Which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people; .
" A Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel"
(Luke ii. 26, 28-32).
The fear spoken of in the portion under meditation is slavish fear.
Poor trembling child of God, convinced of thy sinnership, with love
in thy heart towards Him, and who hast fled to the Lord Jesus Christ
as the alone Saviour and the Friend of sinners, He is thy Light and thy
Salvation, and the Strength of thy life which" is hid with Christ in
God" .
" Deliver me, 0 Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto Thee to hide
me" (Psa. cxliii. 9).
The grand source of thy love to God is in the precious truth that" we
love Him because He first loved us ".
See His declaration concerning Israel,-" Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn
thee" (Jer. xxxi. 9).
William Mason remarks: "Think not, because you experience
repentance towards God, faith in Christ, are obedient to the Gospel of
holiness, therefore, for these graces, the Lord begins now to love you.
Oh, no! for this is reversing God's method. His love is of an earlier
date"; etc.
In all spiritual matters we are without strength, beautifully expressed by Newton in his hymn commencing :"Poor l weak, and worthless though I am,

I have a rich Almighty Friend:
Jesns the Saviour is His name;

He freely loves, and without end,"

It is a great mercy to be brought to know our utter weakness, sinfulness, and unworthiness, and that salvation is by nothing short of the
Almighty power, love, and mercy of Jehovah, a blessed evidence of
the miraculous power and blessing of the Holy Spirit.
" The Lord is my strength and song, and is become my salvation."
Great God! Thou source of every good,
Reveal Thyself to my dark mind,
Prepare my heart for Heavenly food,
To see Thy Light; and mercy find.
Salvation! Oh the depths of grace,
Through Jesus Christ the Father's Gift
To poor lost sinners vile and base,
Redeem'd and by Thy Spirit kept.
From fear of man Thou 'wilt protect,
Of whom then shall I be afraid?
Blest truth! the LORD keeps His elect,
From all opposers of His Word.

St. Leonards-on-Sea.

EBENEZER CARR.
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MAN'S "THEN" AND GOD'S "NOW".

" Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see tvhat I will do."EXODUS vi. l.
IT is ever the case that when man gets to the end of himself and human
resources, God takes the matter in hand, and directs it to the fulfilinent
of His own designs. We have an instructive instance of this truth
in the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.
When God revealed Himself to lIfoses in the burning bush, and gave
him a commission to be the deliverer of His people, we find that Moses
made no fewer than seven objections: (1) "Who am I, that I should
go 1" (2)" But, behold, they will not believe me." (3)" 0 my
Lord, I am not eloquent." (4)" 0 my Lord, send" someone else.
(5) "Why is it that Thou hast sent me 1" (6)" How, then, shall
Pharaoh hear me 1" (7)" How shall Pharaoh hearken unto me 1 "
We trace herein something more deeply rooted than humble cliffidence
on the part of Moses; evidently unbelief was more or less prevalent.
It is with the fifth of these appeals to God that this paper designs to
deal. The oppression of God's Israel had now reached its climax.
The people were oppressed to the uttermost, and crushed under their
increased burdens. Even their officers were beaten, and appealed to
Pharaoh for relief, which was denied them. They in their turn
appealed to Moses, who was unable to help them. He was at the end
of his wisdom and of all human resources; and at last he made his
touching appeal to God. "And Moses returned unto the Lord, and
said, Lord, wherefore hast Thou so evil entreated this people 1 Why
is it that Thou hast sent me 1 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak
in 'fhy Name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast Thou
delivered Thy people at all. Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now
shalt thou see what I will do."
We trace in these steps the history of our own straits and failures.
Appeal is made to our wisdom, our strength, om self-ability; and
when these fail, we seek for human help. Like the distressed father
who took his child to the disciples, we have to learn that" none but
Jesus can do helpless sinners good". Like David, we take five smooth
stones when God needs only one_ Like Peter, we attempt to walk on
the water until we begin to sink and cry out for help_
The history of Gideon, a later deliverer, is a sweet object-lesson to
those who experience the severe conflict between unbelief and victorious faith. Israel in his day" was greatly impoverished because
of the Midianites; and they cried unto the Lord". Gideon was not
the deliverer that man would have chosen, and he was too full of fear
to ventme of himself; but he was the choice of Jehovah. It is most
instructive to trace the four ' ifs' of his unbelief, and then to find
faith's prevalent plea without any' if '. "If the Lord be with us "" if now I have found grace in Thy sight "-" if Thou wilt save Israel
by nrine hand "-" if the dew be on the fleece only". When the final
appeal was made in faith-" let there be dew", " there was dew".
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And even th&,- Gideon relapsed into fear and needed to be strengthened and qualified for his work. This was bronght to pass by reducing
his strength. "The Lord said nnto Gideon, the people that are with
thee are too many jor Me." His thirty-two thousand were reduced
to three hundred; and how could these oppose the Midianite army 1
" And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the
east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitnde; and their
camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude."
This was his extremity. But a soldier's dream of a barley cake was
the means used by God to confirm the faith of Gideon, and to promise
him complete success and victory.
-How often this soul-humbling process is repeated in the experience
of God's children now, both in the realm of providence and in the
kingdom of grace! Difficulties increase, trials press close on every
hand, temptations abound, fears are prevalent, and one's strength
utterly fails. It is now dark, and Jesns has not come to us. This is
our then; and it is also God's now. There are four thens of extremity
in Psalm cvii. (verses 6, 13, 19,28); bnt these are sncceeded by a sweet
then of deliverance and rest. "Then are they glad because they be
quiet; so He bringeth them nnto their desired haven". Jonah" went
down" fonr steps to learn that" salvation is of the Lord". And it is
ever in the fourth watch of the night that Jesus comes to us, walking
upon the sea.
It is thus, and only thns, we learn that every then of our distress is
God's appointed now of succour and relief. He will not allow any
trusting in chariots or horses, nor permit us to rely on bow or sword.
The horses of Egypt shall not help us, nor the borrowed hosts of
Assyria. The strength of Uzziah was his weakness to his destruction:
the weakness of Paul was his strength and his joy. The warriors of
old "out of weakness were made strong" : the lame take the prey :
the weakness of God is stronger than men.
Some of us have to bless God that He weakened our strength in the
way, and shortened onr days, in order that He might give us long life,
even length of days for ever and ever.
Cricklewood.
W ILLIAM W ILEJ\lAN.
PLEASANT FRUITS.
IT is soul-reviving to read of our Redeemed Lover coming into His
garden for refreshment. For this garden is the ransomed believer.
" A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse." And as He beholds
her He delights in her. "Let my Beloved come into His garden and
eat His pleasant fruits" (Cant. iv. -16). In the beginning portion of
this verse we read: "Awake, 0 north wind, and come thou south;
blow upon my garden that the spices thereof may flow out ". Then,
as she remembers with gladness that she is no longer her own but His,
no more has she possessions apart from Him, she cries, "Let my
Beloved come into His garden and eat His pleasant fruits ". How
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full of deep sweet suggestiveness is this verse! The believer calls for
the cold north wind as well as the wann south to render him fragrant
and fmitful. The north wind of adversity has refined and softened
many of the Lord's people. We notice that frequently. 'they have
been hard and bitter, now they are gentle and sweet; they have been
thoughtless and selfish, now they are considerate, and" seek not their
own"; they have been cmel and hasty, now they are kind and
patient. Flowers need the night's cool darkness as well as the Stillshine and the dew; and the Lord's gardens need the north wind, the
bracing and invigorating-as well as the south, the comforting and
smiling. To be always in one atmosphere is not conducive to thc
production of pleasant fruits. Prisons brought the "Pilgrim's Progress", the sweet verses of Madame Guyon, and the gracious letters
of Samuel Rutherford. Pain produced Cowper's magnificeut hymns,
lonely Patmos visions of glory.
Notice, dear reader, the possession of the Lord is "a garden enclosed ",
surrounded with defence and separated, separated from the world,
separated unto Him. Grotllld in this country is ' taken in' when it
is fenced, that is, taken possession of. Thus it is with the Lord's
ga.rdens. He has fenced them off from all who would fain have them.
They are marked out as their Possessor's own inalienable property.
They are chosen, "chosen of God and precious". They are sealed:
" My spouse . . . a fountain sealed ", "sealed with that Holy Spirit
of promise". They are purchased: "the purchased possession",
"purchased with His own Blood". Oh! child of God, does it not
fire spiritual ambition as well as holy love to have pleasant fruits for
His taste ~ I find in the Revised Version it is rendered, "precious
fnuts ". They are precious to Him, precious, not only because costly,
but because so dearly loved pleasant fruits, the product of His labours,
and the cultivation His. His beloved says: "His fruit is sweet to my
taste", and He responds of her, "Pleasant fmits, precious fmits",
fmits that have been mellowed by adversity, and sweetened with the
sunshine of His Presence; huits that are sound to the core; fruits that
are beautiful to the eye; choice frl1its. We read in chapter vi. 11 of
" the fruits of the valley". Valleys are not only low places but often
dark, sunless places; yet they are places into which He descends for
fmits. "I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the
valley." The Lord regards the meek and lowly in heart, the dwellers
in the valley. "To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and
of a contrite spirit." " Blessed are the poor in spirit." The Lord
looks for the fmit of the valleys "Who remembered us in our low
estate" .
And the key to all is fotilld in Hosea xiv. 8: "From Me is thy fruit
fOtilld ", and in St. John xv. 4-5: "As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself except it abide in the vine: no more can ye except ye abide
in Me. . . . He that abideth in Me and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit, for without Me ye can do nothing".
So, when our beloved Lord comes into His garden to eat His pleasant
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fruits, they are all the outcome of His sufferings, of His labours, of
Himself. Yet He so loves His people that the delight in their comeliness is great, comeliness which He Himself put upon us (see Ezek. xvi.
14). Link this, dear reader, with, " He hath no form or comeliness"
(Isa. liii. 2). He put His comeliness upon us. "Sin for us Who knew
no sin ", we "the righteousness of God in Him". Thus, when He
comes to see His gardens, He eats the pleasant fruits of His own preparing. They are pleasant fruits-albeit they cost Him agonized nights,
rejection, insolence, poverty, shame, and death; pleasant fruits because
His Father's justice was satisfied, His people redeemed, His gardens
enclosed, His possessions guarded within walls of salvation which He
built Himself; pleasant frui.ts, for He sees the end, He sees the distant
yiew of blooming flowers and ripening fruit. "He shall see the
travail of His soul and 'be satisfied."
We read in Psahn xvi. 6, " The lines al'e fallen tUlto me in pleasant
places". I well remember dear Dr. Doudney (a former Editor of this
J\lagazine) talking to me of this passage. The Psahn is a Messianie
Psalm, and he believed the Lord's love was so deep, so ardent., so inexpressibly great, that contemplating His coming sacrifice and the
deliverance of His beloved ones, He saw only the pleasant places in the
joy that was set before Him. He endured the cross, despising the
shame. To Him they were pleasant places, because in them He accomplished the salvation of His soul's delight. Love endures all hardship
for the loved as a crown of joy. "Jacob served seven years for Rachel,
and they seemed unto him but a few days for the love he had to her."
So the lines fell unto Christ in pleasant places in His sight; for the
exceeding great love He bare towards His dear people. The Father
is satisfied with the Son's fulfihnent of all, the Son is satisfied with the
fruit of His sacrifice, and the Holy Spirit imparts the knowledge of
this mutual satisfaction to the burdened heart of the poor sITmer who
is dissatisfied with all in himself and all round himself.
Now, there is a very sweet thought in connection with the garden
in Cant. viii. 13: "Thou that dwellest in the gardens". Christ is
abiding in the midst of His people, His presence is with them and in
them. "I in them and Thon in me." "'hat sublime assurance! How
beautiful the gardens, how sweet the fruit, how safe the inclosure in
which Christ dwells. Truly, the heat't quivers and the eyes fill with
the wonderment and ecstasy of it all.
One more thonght. In that last supper with His loved disciples,
He gave the cup to them, His Blood of the New Testament, but He
did not drink of it Himself. He said, "I· will not drink henceforth of
this fruit of the vine till I drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom ". Given here, shared there. The huit of the vine, the complete
redemption and righteousness of His people. He was going forth from
the supper to bear the sin and shame alone, but the fruit of the vine
He would drink 11)ith them afterwards when in the kingdom. Here I
cannot forbear quoting the words of Dr. Hawker on 1 Sam. lI:xii. 2,
which appealed to me so forcibly when reading them this morning.
12
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":\Iyinsolvency Thou hast taken away; for Thou hast Ill.ore than paid
the whole demands of the law; for Thou hast magnified it, and made it
honourable. My distress under the apprehension of Divine justice Thou
hast removed; for God's justice by Thee is not only satisfied but
glorified. My discontent can have no further cause for exercise, since
Thou hast so graciously provided for all my wants, in grace here and
glory hereaftel'."
Well might the living Bride exclaim in rapture as she contemplates
all the fruit of His sufferings working out her complete deliverance and
His joy, "I sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His
fruit was sweet to my taste ". Sweet in its appropriation, sweet in its
application, sweet in its reality, sweet all rOlmd in every way, surpassingly sweet. He is "altogether lovely", and altogether sweet. His
fruit is sweet. "From Me is thy fruit found." Altogether Thee,
altogether Thine. "Let my Beloved come into His garden ", not
merely to His garden, but into it, "and eat His pleasant fmits ". Not
my garden but His, His garden enclosed. "Thou that dwellest in the
gardens, come and eat Thy precious fruits."
May the Holy Spirit enable us to drink deeply of these blessed truths,
and to rejoice in them, rejoice with Him in His pleasure and joy.
NETTlE.

A WATCHER'S THOUGHT.
THE Christmas bells have ceased ringing.
The strains of the angels'
song, " Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men in
whom God is well pleased ", have died away; and our hearts turn
back to take up once more" the daily round, the common task" of
every-day life.
And the burden of daily living grows heavier, heavier than ever
before. Dark days are all around us and the darkness seems closing
in. In the spiritual world Satan and his emissaries are putting forth
every effort to shake and make shipwreck of " the faith once delivered
to the saints". In the Church storm-clouds gathel'. Some have
already burst, making the hearts of the 'little flock' feadul and sad,
while over the worlil. of men and things there floats the banner of
Lawlessness.
Yet in the midst of the darkness there shines a bl'ight Light, high
up in the starry heavens, so high that we must" lift up our heads"
jf we would see it, looking above and beyond this earth of gathering
gloom and darkness. And gazing stedfastly, we shall discern the
rainbow of "The Blessed Hope ", "The Promise of His Coming",
and we shall hear ringing in our ears our loved Saviour's voice, as He
says to each watcher's aching heart the words with which He cheered
those drooping hearts over eighteen hundred years ago, and which
are just so much nearer their fulfilment. "I come (Gk. 'PXOfla' - )
I am coming again" (John xiv. 3). God grant that the response of
every reader's heart may be: "Even so, Come, Lord Jesus ".

E. S.

WEIGHT.
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WHAT HAVE WE THAT WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED 1
IT might be questioned by those who profess to think of others much
more than of themselves, whether Daniel and his three friends showed
a public spirit in their prayer (Dan. ii. 18) when they begged of God
that they should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.
But we know quite well from the after history when fires and lions
were treated as light things, that the glory of God was dearer to them
than their own lives were. God heard their prayer, and answered it
with all that tender mercy and lovingkindness which He ever exhibits
when His people are in extremities, so when the morning came, Daniel
was in possession of the king's secret, his own and his friends' lives
were secure, and not theirs only but the lives of the wise men who with
all the skill they had could not get any light on the mystery of the
royal dream. It must have been plain to them that they had to thank
(so to speak) the children of the captivity for their safety. It may
not have been quite so plain to the men on board Paul's ship-that it
was for his sake that they all got safe to land. But the Apostlew"s
not boasting, he was giving God the glory, when he declared in a voice
loud enough to be heard above the tempest and the rattling of the dismantled vessel, that as he had to appear in Rome, they could not sink
in deep waters, but that with him they would all reach the shore. Presumably neither the children of the world nor the children of the kingdom have any idea of how many and great deliverances there are" for
the elects' sakes". A.nd the Lord never seems to reproach them for
thinking of their own safety and comfort; rather, He takes the plea
into His own lips, and tells them to "seek the peace of the city, for in
the peace thereof ye shall have peace". Simply and entirely Paul and
Daniel rendered the whole praise of their help to the Lord. The Apostle
believed God that He would keep His prom~se in spite of the waves
outside, and the crowd of hungry, desperate men inside the ship; whilc
Daniel in more secluded quartel's poured forth the sweetest of thanksgivings. "Blessed be the Name of God for ever and ever; for wisdom
and might are His. . . . He changeth the times. . . . He setteth up
kings; so He giveth wisdom. . . . He revealeth the deep and secret
things. He knoweth what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth
with Him. I thank Thee, and praise Thee, 0 Thou God of my fathers."
The feeling bUl'lled in his heart that warmed t.he psalmist's, when he
said, "Not unto us, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give the praise ".
What have we that we have not received 1 The answer is sinlple, and
one that the Lord in deepening measure brings home to His children's
hearts, sometimes emphasizing to them their own poverty and imperfections, sometimes manifesting His light upon His goodness and love
in giving, and thereby making them glad. The receivings of a day
only might be enumerated till they filled a page, in actual and experimental things, in the privilege and deprivations of this life, in the
flowings and ebbings of the quickened soul. We have nothing that we
do not receive, but we need the mercy of the Lord upon us to make us
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believe it, as old divines did who wrote as if God was indeed the Author
~nd Finisher of their faith; and the Sender of every good and every
perfect gift; as if it was He alone Who wrought all their works in them,
neither looking for nor getting. any help from them.
The Apostle said, "We have received the Atonement". For those
unborn, and when born-rebellious-Christ was slain from the foundation of the world, and died on Calvary. He was exalted to give
repentance and remission of sins. The love of God takes possession of
the heart by the precious Spirit's directing. These are the receivings
of which those whose hope is in God can make their boast in the Lord.
Will He, with Christ, not also freely give them all things 1 And they
can think. of the sad things which have been so profitable, of the
sweet things that have been so acceptable, of the mercies, been and
gone, leaving love behind them, of mercies present and of good things
to come. "'Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear, for our God is a consuming fire."
FOLLOWER-ON.
AN OLD .MAN'S TESTIMONY.
A GOOD many of our readers are aged people-some over eighty years
of age. To such our Family Magazine is a real help and comfort. In
many instances there is no real Gospel ministry near to them, and in
som.e cases bodily infirmities would hinder them from attending such a
ministry if it were within reach. The Magazine thus supplies a great
need. Many of the Lord's aged saillts are cheered and helped by it
month by month. Our many readers who are supporting the Magazine by their liberal contributions will thus see that they are taking an
important share in min.istering to the household of faith. We have
lately received a letter from an old man in Northamptoushire. He
forwarded ten shillings for the GOSPEL :MAGAZINE Fund. He wrote:
" A little over a year ago I happened to come into possession of some
bound volumes of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I had not seen the Magazine before. I have read these volumes with the greatest pleasure and
profit, and this year I have taken the Magazine ill. I must say I look
for it every month with great pleasure. I don't think I have read any
other periodical with such food for the hungry soul. I am over eighty
years of age, and the longer I live the more I enjoy such solid Scripture
truth. . . . What a sad day of infidelity we are living in. I am very
glad to see you speak the truth so plainly. I ofte.n woilder what
idolatry will bring us to. Many professors are lovers of pleasures Illore
than lovers of God. How few men write such heartfelt experiences as
I read in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for these last fiftv years. It is life to
read their writings. I trust you will find enough 'supporters to help
and encourage you to spread the pure, soul-supporting truth. Some
of the writers advocate Elisha Coles on God's sovereigntv. I have
read it with the greatest of pleasure and profit."
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In a subsequent letter this old man says: "'Vhen I read the piece
, Contentment, Help, Deliverance', it lifted me quite out of myself. I
said,_ Give me the spirit of the dear old woman; for I ?,m much, like
her. I am sure there is no satisfaction but in Christ. Oh, what a, mercy
to know Him!" That piece was written by our friend the Rev. R. J.
Noyes. Let us pray regularly, dear readers, for all the readers of the
Magazine, and especially for the aged, lonely and isolated saints of
'God.-THE EDITOR.
'
THE SAVIOUR'S ASSURANCE AND PLEDGE,

" All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and hi", that cometh to
Me I will in no wise east 01!t."-JOHN vi. 37.
uttered these words of eternal truth in the hearing of a
promiscuous multitude. His disciples were there, who had seen a
mauifestat,ion of His Godhead the previolls night, in His stilling the

JESUS

stOl'ln.

The Jews were there, who used to questioll Hinl, to cavil, and to

mUllliur at Him. The common people were there in great numbers,
who used to hear Him gladly, but who, notwithstanding, followed Him
for the loaves and fishes, so as to merit the rebuke: "Ye seek Me, not
because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves and
were filled",
The effect produced .on the minds of the envious Pharisees by such
multitudes following Him, called forth on one occasion the remark:
" Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing 1 Behold the world is gone after
Him". Yet it is plain that few of those great multitudes savingly
believed on Him; few among them could say with the Spirit-given
assurance of Peter, " Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God".
Few of them could say with Thomas, "My Lord and my God ".
Indeed, for the most part, they" laboured for the bread which perisheth" (v. 27). They were free-willers, and supposed they could" work
the works of God" (v. 28). They professed to want spiritua1 blessings (v. 34), but desired them evidently with the sluggard's desire (v.
36), "for the soul of the sluggard desireth and hath nothing". They
saw His person with the bodily eye; they witnessed His miracles;
they were fed by His bounteous hand, as all men are to this day; and
they heard His doctrine from His own lips. Yet all these privileges
did not produce in them saving faith; so neither will Gospel privileges
now, unless God invest His word with Divine power, and carry it thus
home to the heart. Concerning the work given Him to do, God the
Father thus speaks in 'ancient prophecy to Christ. "Thou art My
servant. 0 Israel, in whom I will be glorified"; in answer to which
He replies, doubtless with reference to the multitudes that followed
Him and the few tbat were saved, "Then I said, I have laboured in
vain, I bave spent my strength for nought and ill vain; yet surely my
judgment is with the Lord, and my work with my God. And now,
saith the Lord that formed me from the womb to be His servant, to
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bring Jacob again to Him (Jacob here representing the entire election
of grace), though Israel (the professing multitude) be not gathered,
yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my
strength" (Isa. xli..x. 3-5). Why 1 Because" all that the Father
giveth :Me shall come to :Me, and him that cometh to :Me I will in no
wise cast out".
In this text we have a declaration and an assnrance :1. Now obse1'Ve, the declaration is not, "all mankind shall come to ll!le ",
ncither is it "all hearers 0/ the Gospel shall come to Me; " but" all that
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me".
Dr. Gill justly remarks on this text, " Though Christ here expresses
this act of His Father's in the present tense, 'All that the Father
giveth :Me '-perhaps to express the continuance and unchangeableness
of it, He expresses it in v. 39, ' hath given Me " as an act of God ante·
cedcnt to coming to Christ, which entirely corresponds with the words
used by Him in His last intercessory prayer on earth, on behalf of the
same persons (John xvii. 2), and the text in Acts: 'And as many as
were ordained unto eternal life believed' " (Acts xiii. 48). These given
ones were chosen of God in Christ before the foundation of the world
(Eph. i. 4), and gathered to Him in time out of every kindred and
tongne and people and nation. Ages have now run their course since
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost loved them, and put their names
in the Book of Life. He had loved them with an everlasting love ere
He came forth to create the smallest part of the dust of the earth;
and the fruit and proof of that lovc was the incarnation, life, death,
and ascension of God the Son. Elect sinners of mankind were given
to Christ to constitute His Chlll'ch, which is His bride, His portion,
and His delight-the object of His snpremest joy in heaven, and His
constant care on earth.
Among them are sinners from all parts of the habitable earth-sinne1'S
saved at the eleventh hour, and sinners who are but infants of days.
Among them are Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, bond and free.
Among them are sinners who, when in a state of natme, were bloody
1Ila.nassehs, persecuting Sauls, money-loving Zacchreuses, infidel John
Newtons, and cursing John Bunyans; who, when grace delivered them,
and the reigning power of sin was broken in their hearts, followed
Christ in their day and generation as washed, justified, and sanctified
persons; who for Christ's sake cut off right hands, plucked out right
eyes, and took up their cross daily as His faithful followers. Of each
and all of these" given ones" it is emphatically declared that t.her
'shall come' to Christ. There is no doubt about the matter, no peradventure, but absolnte certainty: they" sh(,ll come to Me". Is it,
think you, because the difficulties in the way of their coming to Christ
are less, or more easily overcome by their individual power and creature
effort, that the Saviour's assertion, "they shall come to Me", is so
emphatic 1 Are these difficulties less to them than to others who
never come to Christ 1 Are t,hey not, while in a state of nature, as
canially secure as others 1 Are they not as much wedded to their
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sins 1 Are they not as firmly in the power of Satan, and are their
hearts not filled with the same enmity to God as others-their fellowsinners who never come to Christ 1 In that state do they not eqnally
with others feel independent of Christ, and despise His work 1 Are
they not inclnded among mankind, of whom the Saviour says: "No
man can come to Me except the Father Who hath sent Me draw him",
so completely has the fall rnined mankind 1 Certainly they are!
Certainly they are as degraded, as spiritually dead, and as far off from
God as the rest of their brethren of mankind! (Eph. ii. 1-3).
If, then, we cannot find in the creature anything helpful or meritorious to save, where are we to look for the ground of the Saviour's
assurance 1 We must look for it altogether beyond man, and we find
it in the grace of God. Paul speaks of it often. In his Epistle to
Timothy he says God" hath saved and called us with an holy calling.
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and
grace which was i'iven us in Christ Jesus before the world began"
(2 Tim. i. 9). The grace that was given the Church in Christ in the
eternity that is past, was awakening grace (Acts xvi. 30); quickening
grace (Acts xvi. 14); drawing grace (1 Sam. iii. 8,9); pardoning grace
(Matt. ix. 2); enlightening grace (Matt. xvi. 17); restoring grace
(Psalm xxiii. 3); strengthening grace (Acts xxvii. 23,24); persevering
grace (Job xiii. 15); triumphing grace (1 Cor. xv. 55). Rejoicing,
therefore, in the power of this glorious grace, the Saviour could
assert and declare, " All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me ".
But the given ones shall come to Him because of the eternal efficacy
of the blood of Christ. That blood has sufficient merit to secure and
procure their deliverance from sin, and their complete salvation;
hence it is said, " As for Thee also, by the blood of Thy Covenant, I
have sent forth Thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water"
(Zech. ix. 11). Their coming is further secured by His life on their
behalf: "He ever liveth to make intercession for them". His intercession secures their coming: "For if, when we were enemies, ,ye ,vere
reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more being reconciled
we shall be saved by His life" (Rom. v. 10). Moreover, the Father's
promise secures it: "Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy
power" (Psa. ex. 3). "For this is the Covenant that I will make
"'ith the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord. I will put
My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts, and I will be
to them a God, and they shall be to Me a people" (Heb. viii. 10).
And, in a word, by the Holy Spirit's work in the heart, convincing,
enlightening, and drawing, their coming to Christ is infallibly secured.
Oh, how blessedly certain is all this! Sin may allure-Satan may
rage and distract the mind-men may vex and perplex the soul-but
the Gospel shall, nevertheless, be unto them the power of God; and
wherever they are, this Gospel of God's grace shall find them out.
This is the joy, and comfort of all the Lord's sent servants. Should
God be pleased in His sovereignty to make them instrumental in
bringing any sinners to Christ, how willingly shall they give Him the
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glory, and bless His holy Name. God will perfectly adapt the exigencies of the Gospel to the times in which He has a people to be gathered
WltO Him. AB Toplady says: "When He has hut few people in one
age to gather, but few ministers shall be raised up; and when He has
too many to gather, many shall be sent forth". From the East and
from the West., from the North and from the South, shall the LDrd's
people come, to find in Christ a satisfying portion for their souls.
2. The pledge, or assm3 nee: "Him that cometh to Me I will in no
wise cast out".

The cities of Refuge were in some respects typica.l of Chl·ist. We
read concerning them that, " "Then he that doth flee unto one of those
cities shall stand at the entering of the gate of the city, and shall
declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that city, they shall take
him into the city unto them, and give him a place that he may dwell
among them. And if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then they
shall-not deliver t.he slayer up into his hand" (Joshua x:". 4, 5). Now,
shall those elders be more merciful than precious Christ ~ Shall they
receive the man-slayer a.nd give hill1 mnple security frOllt the avengel'
of blood; and shall not Christ receive the Jaw-pursucd sinncr, who,
weary and heavy ladcn, presents himself before Him, and commits his
cause into His Ilands ~ How infinitely dishollouring to Christ were
the thought! It shall never be said that a sin-sick soul came to the
Great Physician and was turned away.
Notwithstanding all the dishonour such may have done to the law
of GDd, or the indifference with which they may have regarded His
blesscd Gospel-notwithstanding all thcy may be in themselves in
respect to having a wicked heart and a depl'aved nature, Jesus pledges
Himself that when they come t<l Him, He will in no wise cast them out.
Oh! what great grace to needy sinners shines forth in this assurance!
How divinely suited it is to one who has been a,,-akened to flee from
the wrath to come, and who has every discouragement that an unbelieving heart and a tempting devil can suggest to contend with; who,
after, it may be, vainly seeking a warrant in self to come to Christ, at
last finds this a sufficient wanant, as indeed it is! Many thousands
of Christ's dear people have found these words such to them-a sure
foundation, on which they have built their hopes for eternity from
day to day. It has been a ,,-ord whereon their souls were made to
]lOpe, and the beginning of eternal consolation to their hearts.
Emmanuel, the faithful and tme Witness, will never break His own
pledged word. Blessed be God! Not one of all whom the Father gave
Him shall ever M cast out after they have mme to Him; and equally
true it is that none of the rest, who are blinded, shall ever mme to Him.
And why ~ Because they see no beauty in Him that they should
desire Him.
Have you ever seen Him so as to desire Him 1 Do you desire Him
not for one trait of His chamcter only, but for every tmit 1 Can you
adol'e His sovereignty when He says: "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise
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and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes", equally as you
admire Him when He says, "Him that cOlneth to Me I will in no
wise cast out" 1 If you are not a partaker of the new birth, and so
have never known what it is tl1l1y to desire Christ, be sure of this-that
the enmity of your heart to God and the things of Go,! has never been
removed, and dying in this state you must be shut out from all participation in the joys of Christ's people, which are yet to be revealed. Who
can tell the issues of that blessed transaction in which the coming sinner
is met by Christ on the very threshold of grace with this pledge of
constant love 1
The saved thief came to Christ in these words: "Lord, remember
me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom"; and the answer, " To-day
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise", was in effect the same as the words,
" I will in no wise cast out". Rahab was assured by the spies of hcr
safety when Israel would destroy her city. She hoped in the truth of
their word, and her faith was well rewarded at last. The Israelites
were assured by Moses that when the angel of death should smite the
firstborn of all the land of Egypt, the Lord would see the blood and
pass them by. They hoped in the word, and they were not put to
shame. So neither will any of the Lord's people who have made this
or a similar word of His the ground of their hope.
But the peculiar lustre of grace that shines forth from these words
can only be seen and appreciated by one who has beenlong·in the school
of Christ; who has long felt the plague of his heart; who has dealt
treacherously in the way of the Lord; whose neck has bcen an iron
sinew, and his brow brass; who for the iniquity of his covetousness
has endured fatherly chastisement, and has sighed because of the leanness of his soul. These gracious words, carried again with power to
the soul of such an one, will cause him to sing as in the days of his
youth; and he will rejoice to know that the Lord" hateth putting
away", that He will rest in His love, and rejoice over His people
with singing.
Might the glorified Church not say: "Not the smallest part of our
deep spiritual joy arises from the glorious fact that we were chosen t{)
salvation; but we also joy and bless the faithfulness of our dear
Redeemer, who, notwithstanding all our waywardness and wanderings,
did not cast us out" 1
G. A.
Dundee.
(From THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, July, 1872.)
" THE forgiveness of sins is a doetrine of the Gospel, most cheering
to be preached; but for one poor worm to pretend to impart it to
another, saying, • I absolve thee from all thy sins,' is blasphemy."J oseph Irons.
"TAKE away a toy from a child, and give him another, and he is
satisfied; but if he be, hungry, no toy will do. 'rhus as new·born
babes, true believers desire the sincere milk of the word; and the
desire of grace, in this way, is grace."-John Newton.
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IS IT RIGHT TO PRAY TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 1
A CORRESPONDENT has asked us this question, and we have sent her
the following answer. It may be useful to others.
1. It is evident that Christians in all ages have felt that it is per·
fectly proper to do so. The hymns-" Come, Holy Ghost, our souls
inspire ", " Come, gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove" and" Come, Holy
Spirit, come", show this.
.
2. As the Holy Ghost is a Divine Person equally with the Father
and the Son, this is another reason why we may address Him in
prayer.
3. The prayer called the Apostolic Benediction seems to be addressed
to each Person in the Trinity (see 2 Cor. xiii. 14). The Apostle seems
to lift up his heart to each person and say, "May the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Ghost, be with you all. Amen".
4. In 2 Thess. iii. 5 (Revised Version) the words, "the Lord",
almost certainly refer to the Holy Spirit in distinction from God the
Father and Christ in the same verse. If so, it is virtually a prayer
to the Spirit.
5. On the other hand, the normal way of approach in prayer should
be to the Father, through the Son and by the Spirit (Eph. ii. 18).
STRIKING CONTRASTS.
" SONS of toil, yet not servants of sin; helplessly trammelled by this
world's worry, yet heirs of glory, and joint heirs with Jesus, of an
eternity of calmness; bondage here, brightness yonder. I love to
meet with a child of God ill the midst of his lltwful calling. As he
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sells and buys, Jesus will be in his thoughts, and little do his customers
know what is passing iu the mind of that heir of glory. In the lot
of life he must abide, yet he who has realized anything of the preciousness of Divine things will be little in love with the world and its ways.';
-George Cowell, " Striking Contmsts in the Experience 0/ the Ch ild-ren
0/ God".
The above is taken from" Memorials of a Gracious Life", by Miss
R. Cowell, p. 15. A correspondent says the words "were greatly
blessed to me some years ago one Sunday evening, '\nd they have
not lost their sweetness" .-[EDITOR.]

(.!!ornaponllrnct.
THE LATE MR. G. ALEXANDER.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL i\fAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-The Memoir of the late i\fr. G. Alexander brought
to my miud glimpses of bygone days and my personal acquaintance
with the gracious James Knight and his kindness to me. I had been
in touch "'ith G. Alexander for a number of years, and with good.
faithful Dr. P. Leigh, who wrote me from Woodhall Spa during one of
his illnesses. On one occasion, a professor of religion went to him, and
after he had talked very flnently for some tim.e on religion, the doctor
said to him, " I believe if I were to cut your head off vou would have
no religion". The Lord used the sword-cut to the go~d of the man's
soul, he was a different man from that time, and appeared to be brought
experimentally to know and love the truth. We need a few more such
faithful standard-bearers, who are assured of the truth, and not afraid
to say so.
In the memoir of the late Mr. George Alexander, "Mrs. Rutter"
should be Mrs. Dutton. I know she was a favourite author with him.
JABEZ.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRlEN D,-The followiug letter from a reader will show how
others could help us along in our labours to spread the Gospel of Christ.
" I have been overhauling my books, and feel it is a pity to keep some
which might be of use to other people, whereas they are lying idle 011
my bookshelves. If you would like me to send them I will do so witl,
pleasure, and a few odd copies of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE." Bound
books are always required in our work, and I hope that ma.ny friend~
will give a look to their bookcase and kindly spare some, or at least onc
01' two volumes, for our brave mell.
Parcels should be kindly sent to
us by parcel post, not by passenger train.
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
Yoms sincerely,
Bristol, March 1st, 1921.
R. E. BRlDER.
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. ltn Jlllt'tllOl'tam.
THE LATE )IR. RICHARD )IcNEALL, OF BLACKBURN.
A'r the ripe age of eighty-three, :Mr. R. lI'IcNEALL was called home on
:i\Ionday, January 31st last. ,Ve remember on one occasion seeing him
at the Clifton Conference. His name has been familiar to us for many
years as one associltted with the cause of Evangelical Protestantism.
He was a reader of this :i\fagazine and valued its teaching. A newspaper cutting sent to us gives the following testimony concerning Mr.
lVIcNEALL.
" A stmlllch Churchman of a strictly Evangelical type, Mr. McNEALL
was first drawn to Holy Trinity Church dUl~ng the vicariate of the Rev.
W. R. Stephens. FI'om 1876 to 1880 he taught the first class in the
Sund.,y school, and energetically advocated the doctrines of grace as
found ill Holy Writ and in the articles and formularies of the Church of
England. Shortly after the retirement, of Mr. St.ephens deceased beC:1me cOJlnected with St. Paul's Church, where he remained for a gre8 I.
many years, occupying the position of Sunday school superintendent
and teacher of the young women's class for 25 years. In 1905 he
expressed disagreement with some change in the form of service, and
later transfe]']'ed his attendance to St. Barnabas's Church, with w}Jich
he had since beell associated. On the occasion of his retirement from
St. Paul's in August, 1905, members of the yowlg women's class
presented him with a large framed picture, whilst hom the members
of the Sunday school he received a handsome roll-top desk in recognition of his sel'vices as supel'intendent.
"Mr.lIfcNEALL was secl'etaq oHhe Blackburn Branch of the Chmch
Association fol' more than 20 years, and he was also a member of the
Protestant Electoml Council. With two other National Protestant
League candidates he was elected to the old School Board in 1898,
and he took part in some of the brisk sectal'ian battles raging around
the educational and religious life of Blackburn about that period. He
evinced practical intel'est in the formation of the BJackburn Branch
of the Young Men's Christia.n Association, of which he discharged the
duties of president. When the National Protestant Congress visited
the town in 1897 Mr,lVIcNEALL acted as joint secretary with the Rev ..
P. E. Thomas, vicar of St. Barnabas's Church, and it ,,'as due in no
small measure to their splendid orgauization that the gatherings were
so successful."
One who knew him well says: "He had a wonderful knowledge of
the Bible, whieh he accepted as the WOI'd of God. How thankful
mflny of us al'e that we were brought when young men under the teaching of men like·Mr. McNEALL . . . who were so faithful to God's Word,
and whose whole desire was to lead theil' hearers to the Lord Jesus
Christ. . . . In the Protestant canse he was indefatiga)le, and no
meeting seemed complete without him."
"We realize that we have lost a stalwart, to whom we could look,
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and on whom we could rely, to nphold the cause of Gospel Pr,!testantism.
He is the last of his generation, and \\'e earnestly pray that in the
present and succeeding generations God will raise up many others, who
will carry on his work as faithfully, persistentl~·, and actively as our
departed friend.
,
" In conclusion, I callnot think of the death of :lIr. McNEALL without
being reminded of a verse I have heaTd him repeat many times:
11

In peace let me resign tuy breath,
Aud Thy sa!"atiou see;
l\'Iy SillS deserve eternal death,

But Jesus died fOT 'me,"
The Blackburn Weekly Telegraph for FebruaTy 5th last says :" Though the conflict bctween High Chmch and Low in Blackburn
has long ceased to excite, some of its champions are well remembeTed,
Of these is Mr. RICHARD MC'NEALL, whose passing this week closes a life
devoted to the passionate advocacy of Evangelical Protestantism. A
fiery and courageous speaker, his personalty was anesting, and there
have been occasions when, his great frarne quivering as he delivered
some fierce oratOl'ical onslaught against Ritualism, he was as one
inspiTed. Like many me'n of great stature and strong convictions, he
was a villager, and as a boy illlbibed a.t Walton·le·Dale those principles
of religion which shaped his after,life, He \\'as for nearly fifty years
secretary of the Blackbul'll Philanthropic Mut,ual Assurance Soeietv."

Jtotr~tant

li3eacon.

PROTESTANT POINTS,
n.-THE

PROTE~TANT

RULE

O}.

FAITH.

" THE Bible, and the Bible alone, is the religion of Protestants," This
celebrated aphorism of Chillingworth's would, perhaps, be more
strictly tl'Ue were it expressed : the Bible, and the Bible alone, is the
Protestant rule of faith. To the Bible, as the Word of God, every true
Protestant appeals in defence of "the faith' which was once for all
delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3, R.V.).
In the sixth of the Articles of the Reformed ChUl'ch of England it is
stated: "Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation;
so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is
not to be required of any man, t.hat. it should be believed as an Article of
the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation". Is
this in accordance with the teaching of Holy Scripture itself ~
Undoubtedly.
1. Let us consider our Lord's testimony to this effect, The Jewish
Church, the Church of our Lord's day, honoured the Holy Scriptures,
"THE ORACLES OF GOD "-the Old Testament Scriptures-with which
they wel'e entrusted (Rom. iii. 2).
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They read them in their Synagogues on the Sabbath, and on one
occasion the Lord Jesus Himself read from the prophet Isaiah in the
synagogue of Na~areth.
3Ioreover, the Jews diligently searched the Scriptures, according to
the Revised Version, and the Roman Catholic translation of the words
of Christ: "Ye search the Scriptures" (John v. 39). 01', if we take
the translation of the Authorized Version, "Search the Scriptures",
we conclude that He enjoined this upon the unbelieving Jews as their
duty. "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have etel'llRI
life; AND THEY ARE THEY WHICH TESTIFY OF ME." And real Christianity is CHRIST, the knowledge of Whom is to be leal'lled from the
Scriptures under the teaching of the Holy Spirit.
Again, we find our Lord repeatedly referring to the Scriptures as the
repository of truth, as when He said to the Sadducees, " Ye do err not,
knowing the Scriptures"; and, again, " Have ye not read that which
was spoken nnto yon of God? " (Matt. xxii. 29, 31). "The Scripture
cannot be broken ", He declared (John x. 35), and after His resurrection,
He said to His two disciples as He walked with them towards Emmans, "0 foolish men, and slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spoken!" And then, "Beginning from 3foses and
from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the
things conceming Himself" (Luke xxiv. 25, 27, R.V.).
2. Let us consider the testimony of the Apostles. The Apostle Paul,
having given a citation from the sixty-ninth Psalm, goes on to say,
"For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 3, 4).
Before king Agrippa he declared, " Having obtained help of God, I
continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none
other things than I,hose which the prophets and Moses did sa.y should COine .that Christ should suffer, and that He should be the first that should
rise from the dead, and should show light unto the people, and to the
Gentiles" (Acts >Lwi. 22, 23). So, too, to the chief of the Jews at
Rome where the Apostle was a prisoner, he " expounded and testified
the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of
the law of Moses, and out of the prophets" (Acts xxviii. 23.).
The Apostles James and Peter also speak of "the word of truth ",
" the 'Vord of God ", as God's instrument of regeneration; and the
latter declares that it "liveth and abideth for ever" (see Jas. i. 18,
and 1 Pet. i. 23-25).
So far regarding those Scriptures which we style the" Old Testament", bnt which, nevertheless, as Paul wrote to Timothy, are" able
to make wise unto salvation throngh faith which is in Christ Jesns".
It follows, then, that those Scriptures which we call the" New Testament" are a revelation, elucidation, and amplification of the Old
Testament sacred writings. These have been received by the Church,
which is " a Witness and Keeper of Holy Writ", as inspired of God,
and as being emphatically" the Truth". This they give abundant
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internal evidence of, and this they claifil to be. "All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instl1lction in righteousness, that the man of God
filay be pedect, throughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim
iii. 16, 17).
If, then, we would know the truth, we must be like the Berreans who
are commended because they" searched the Scriptures daily, whether
these things were so " (Acts xvii. 11).
When the peoples of the world had not access to the Holy Scriptures,
in the dark ages, superstition and the doctrines and traditions of men
held sway. These traditions, as in our Lord's time, " made the Word
of God of none effect". But at the glorious Reformation these were
dissipated by the light of God's Word, wherever in His sovereign grace
it penetrated.
In these brief articles on " Protestant Points ", the appeal will be to
the Scriptures of Truth. The aim will be to use " the Sword of the
Spirit which is the Word of God ", depending on His grace and power.
For if men will not hear God, and believe His Word, they will not be
convinced by any human reasoning. As the prophet Isaiah said with
reference to the" Spiritism " of his day (against the vast and terrible
revival of which in these last days, all true Protestants should protest)"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isa. viii. 20).
Marshall (Sask.), Canada.
ROBERT J. NoYEs.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE Quarterly Record for April contains a portrait and sketch of the
late Mr. William Gadsby, of Manchester, together with other articles
and illustrations. Copies will be sent, post free, to any address. The
Committee would be thankful to all who would assist in distributing
this publication, with a view to obtaining additional support for the
Institution.
Will our friends kindly make a note of the date of the 114th Annual
Meeting, in Caxton Hall, Westminster, on Friday, j\fay 6th next 1
The Rev. J. W. Dance will preach in the afternoon at 3.45, and at
6 o'clock the Meeting will be held, under the presidency of T. W. H.
Inskip, Esq., C.B.E., R.C., ~I.P. A large attendance is hoped for.
Further particulars will be published.
The financial year, which has just closed, has been a remarkable one.
All claims have been met, and they have been wlUsually heavy, especially at the Homes, and the expenditure has included a donation of £1
to each of the 1064 pensioners. The chief need is an addition to our
.4..nnual Subscription List, which has, of late, been depleted.
The gardens of the Homes are now in their early Spring beauty.
Visitors will be heartily welcomed, and in converse with the inmates
will find much to refresh their rouls.
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THE NAZARETH OF JESUS. By the late REV. JAMES ORMIs;roN. Pp.
32. Price 6d. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 100-102,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This is " deeply interesting and very beautiful account of Mr.
Ormiston's visit to Nazareth on the occasion of his visit to Palestine
many years ago. 1\1... Ormiston was at his best when he wrote this and
other small volumes in reference to his journey to the Holy Land.
Various valuable wOI'ks on Palestine are quoted in the notes, and the
pamphlet is replete with spiritual teaching. We rejoice that this
valnable work has been reprinted.
We have also received from the Sovereign Grace Union the following
pamphlets : SOUND WORDS. By J. K. POPHAM. Price 3d.
THE COVENANT OF GRACE
fBY JOSEPH IRONS.
THE COVENANT OF LIFE AND PEACE
} Price 3d. each.
THE COVENAN1'
THE Two COVENANTS. By JAMES BATTERSBY. Price 3d.
CALVINISM: WHY UNPOPULAR. By the REV. W. PARKS. Price 2d.
hlPORTANCE OF ETERNAL ELECTION. Price 2d.
A BRIEF RECORD OF HENRY BRADFORD, Late Pastor of Grove Road
Baptist Chapel, Eastbourne. By a RELATIVE. Pp. 32. Price
9d., post hee 1Old. (Mr. E. J. i\filler, 9, Charleston Road,
Eastbourne.)
Mr. Henry Bradford was pastor of Grove Road Baptist Chapel, Eastbourne, for over fOI'ty years. He retired in 1912, and was called home
in May, 1920. The tablet erected to his memory says: "His ministry
testified to the sovereign and eternal love of God; the Person and Work
of Jesus Christ; and the effectual teaching of the Holy Spirit in the
hearts of God's chosen people, whilst the fruits of the Spirit were seen
in His gentle bearing towards all men". This is beautiful testimony,
and is well borne out by this brief but interesting record of his life aud
laboUl's. All profits on the sale of this Brief Record will be given to
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
THE HAPPY MAN. By H. H. MARTIN. Pp. 34. Price l~d., postage
1d. (Protestant Truth Society, 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London,
E.C.4.)
.
This is another of the brightly-wI'itten and interesting booklets for
which Mr. Martin is famous. Though our rea.ders will not subscribe
to all it contains, they will yet find in it much that is thoroughly
spiritual and helpfuL
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