THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
.. OOMFORT YE, COllFOltT YE MY PEOPI.F:, BAJTH YOUR 000."
.. £N1)"!..-\VOURI:{O TO KE~;P THE Ul\'"Trv OP TUE SPlinT l:'i TUR RO:fD OP PP-AOE."
.. JKSUS CURIST, THE SA:YE YF:S'rERDAY, AXO TQ.DAY, .~Nn POR EVEn."
~u. 676,
N J:W SKill Its.

I

i

APRIL, 1922.

I ~o. 1.87G,
", 01,0 ~EIUK9

AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.'
THE .. GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
SOME time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1921, and they warmly
thank our man y readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
anj only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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AND COMFORT.

.. Who comfortf\th us in all our tribulation, thl\t, we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by tile comfort wherewith we ourselves are oomiortcd of God."-2 COlt. i. 4.

WHO IS THIS!
" And when He was come into J ert/salem, all the city u'as moved,
saying, Who is this? "-MATTHEW xxi. 10.

THE inquiry which occurs in this passage was made by the people
of J eruaalem on the occasion of our LORD'S triumphal entry into
that city. The prophet Zechariah had predicted this remarkable
event hundreds of years before. He had said, "Rejoice greatly, 0
daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: behold thy
KING cometh unto thee; He is just, and having salvation; lowly,
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass" (Zech.
ix. 9). As our LORD thus rode into the city of the great KING, " the
multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying,
Hosanna to the SON of DAVID; Blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the LORD; Hosanna in the highest." For a brief space
His MeBSiahahip was tlus acknowledged by the multitude. The
sight of His entrance into the city in this remarkable way deeply
moved the people, and they asked excitedly, " Who is this!" The
acclaiming multitude answered, "This is JESUS the PROPHET of
Nazareth of Galilee." It was a true answer. He was the PROPHET
like unto Moses. He was " a PROPHET mighty in deed and word
before GOD and all the people" (Luke xxiv. 19). He was" that
PROPHET that should come into the world" (John vi. 14). But
the answer was only partial. Moreover, there was much difference
of opinion as to Who JESUS was. In answer to our LORD'S question,
" Whom do men say that I the SON of man Am !" The disciples
said, "Some say that Thou art John the Baptist: some EJias ;
and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets" (Matt. xvi. 13, 14).
It is important that we should be able to give a clear, definite, full,
and intelligent answer to this question. It is a question now of
paramount importance. Our eternal salvation depends upon the
true answer. I[ He were only one of the many prophets whose
ministry is recorded in the Bible, He could not be the SAVIOUR of
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sinners. The prophets of the Old Testament were all good men,
but they were only men. They spake as they were moved by the.
HOLY GHOST. We do well to take heed to their inspired testimony,
but they cannot save us. They can and do bear testimony to a
SAVIOUR, but they cannot save. If JESUS of Nazareth were only
a human prophet we could not expect to be saved by His merits.
The SAVIOUR of GOD'S chosen people must be" GaD of GOD, LIGHT
of LIGHT, very GOD of very GOD." No mere man could save a
great multitude which no one can number. The SAVIOUR of sinners
must be ONE Who can say, " I, even I, am the L:mD; and beside
ME there is no SAVIOUR" (Isaiah xliii. 11). L3t us p1.lce ourselves
alongside of those who were watching that reml.rkable entry into
Jerusalem, and let us reverently ask the question, " Who is this? "
The full answer to the question would require volumes, and even
then it would have to be said, " the half has not been told." We
content ourselves by giving an answer from GOD the FATHER, from
CHRIST Himself, from angels, from devils, and from CHRIST'S Own
people.
1. What answer does God the Father give to this vital question?
He gave an answer on two memorable occasions in our LORD'S
life. At His baptism the heavens were opened unto Him, and, the
SPIRIT of GOD, descending like a dove, lighted upon Him: "And
10 a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved S;)N, in Whom
I am well pleased." Do I ask, "Who is this?" The FATHER in
heaven answers, and says, This is My beloved SON. This is My
only-begotten SON. This is My Own, peculiar, eternal S;)N, the
SON Who is in the bosom of the FATHER. This is the beloved SON,
loved before the foundation of the world. This is He in Whom the
FATHER is well pleased. He delights in Him. He is the holy One,
the sinless One, the spotless SON of GOD, "Behold My SERVANT
Whom I uphold; Mine ELECT, in Whom My soul delighteth"
(Isaiah xlii. 1). Is He the SON of GOD? Then He must have the
same nature as His FATHER. If the FATHER is GOD, His SON is
also GOD.
At His transfiguration, "He received from GOD the FATHER
honour and glory, when there came such a voice to Him from the
excellent glory, This is My beloved SON, in Whom I am well
pleased." " Hear ye Him" (2 Peter i. 17; Matt. xvii. 5). Twice
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over, then, the FATHER bore testimony to the SONSHIP and GODHEAD
of JESUS of Nazareth, and He added, " Hea·r ye Him." No wonder.
For if He be indeed the SON of GOD we should listen reverently to
His voice. Nay, all His true people do hear His voice, and He
gives unto them eternal life. He is the MESSENGER of the COVENANT.
He speaketh GOD'S words. The FATHER hath in these last days
spoken unto His people by His SON. Therefore we ought to give
the more earnest heed to His message. The great salvation began
to be spoken about by the LORD-the LORD Jesus, the SON of the
living GOD. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but His word,
the word spoken by the SON of God, shall not pass away.
2. H 010 does Christ 1Iims~lf answer this question?
We need only go to St. John's Gospel to get the answer. Do you
ask, "Who is This 1 " He answers, "I am the BREAD of LIFE :
He that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth
on Me shall never thirst" (chap. vi. 35).
" I am the LIGHT of the world: he that followeth Me shall not
walk in darkness" (chap. viii. 12).
" I am the DOOR: by Me if any man enter in, He shall be saved."
"I <tm the GOOD SHEPHERD: the good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep."
"I am the SON of GOD" (chap. x. 9, 11, 36).
"I am the RESURRECTION and the LIFE: he that believeth in
Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth
and believeth in Me shall never die" (chap. xi. 25, 26).
" I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE: no man cometh unto
the FATHER, but by Me" (chap. xiv. 6).
"I am the VINE, ye are the branches" (chap. xv. 5).
Our LORD thus claims to be the BREAD which satisfies the spiritually hungry soul, the LIGHT which enlightens those who are in
spiritual darkness, the DOOR into the Sheepfold, the GOOD SHEPHERD
of the sheep, the WAY to GOD and to heaven, the VINE from which
all spiritual fruit springs, and the GIVER of Resurrection life to His
people. Could any mere man make such claims 1
Moreover, since the answer which our LORD gives to this question
implies His GODHEAD, it is either absolutely true, or His Word is
unreliable. The SPIRIT-taught children of GOD will not hesitate
as to how they regard the claims of their adorable REDEEMER.
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Who but the SON of GOD could have said, "Now, 0 FATHER, glorify
Thou Me with Thine OWN SELF, with the glory I had ~oith Thee be/ore
the world was." Who but the SON of GOD would have said, " Before
Abraham was, I AM " ?
3. How do the angels answer this question ?
They tell of His greatness, dignity, and sovereignty. The angel
Gabriel said, "He shall be great, and shall be called the SON of the
HIGHEST: and the LORD GOD shall give unto Him the throne of
His lather David: and He shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end" (Luke i. 32, 33).
They tell of His saving power. To J oseph an angel said, "Thou
shalt call His name J ESVS: for He shall save His people from their
sins" (Matt. i. 21).
To the shepherds of Bethlehem an angel said, " Unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour Which is CHRIST the LORD"
(Luke ii. 11).
They tell of His death and of His resurrection. "The angel
answered and said to the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye
seek J ESVS, Which was crucified. He is not here: for He is risen,
as He said. Come, see the place where the LORD lay" (Matt. xxviii.
5, 6).
They tell of His ascension and His coming again. Two
angels said, "Ye men of Galileo, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? This same JESUS, Which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into
heaven" (Acts i. 11).
Do you ask the angels, Who is this? They will tell you that He
was conceived by the HOLY GHOST, born of the Virgin Mary. They
will tell you that He is the S()N of the Most High GOD. They will
tell you that Isaiah's prophecy concerning Him is to be fulfilled;
for" The mighty GOD, the everlasting FATHER, the PRINCE of
PEACE" is to sit" upon the throne of D.1vid, and upon His kingdom,
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice.from
henceforth even for ever." They will tell you that His resurrection
took place" as He said," i.e., according to His Own prediction, and
after He had given His life" a ransom for many." They will tell
you that He really ascended into heaven, however much Rationalists
may now deny that truth, lInd they will cheer your heart by telling
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you that the very same JESUS is coming back again. The angels
evidently believed what has all along been the creed of the Church.
For ourselves, we believe the angels in preference to present·day
Modernists.
4. How do the devils answer this question ?
Listen to one of them in the synagogue at Capernaum. He said,
"What have we to do with Thee, Thou JESUS of Nazareth ~ Art
Thou come to destroy us ~ I know Thee Who Thou art, the Holy
One of God" (Mark i. 24).
Listen to the legion of devils in the country of the Gadarenes.
" What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of the nwst high
GOD ~ I adjure Thee that Thou torment me not" (Mark v. 7).
The very devils believe in His Divine Sonship and in His holiness,
and they realize that He has authority to judge them. They
tremble at Ris presence. It were well if men in general trembled
at His word.
5. Lastly, how do Christ's Own people answer this question?
These are taught of GOD. They are spiritual men. The SPIRIT
of GOD dwelleth within them. Natural men receive not the things
of the SPIRIT of GOD. They regard them as foolishness. No
wonder, then, that many of them deny the truth as to CHRIST'S
person, offices, and work. Those, however, who are CHRIST'S true
followers are all taught of GOD, and hence they come to Him, they
trust in Him, and they fall at His feet and adore Him as their
SAVIOUR, their LORD, and their GOD. "It is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of GOD. Every man therefore that
hath heard, and hath learned of the FATHER, cometh unto Me"
(John vi. 45). "No man knoweth the SON, but the FATHER; neither
knoweth any man the FATHER, save the SON, and he to whomsoever
the SON will reveal Him," and if the SON reveals the FATHER to
anyone, He also reveals Himself at the same time. This is evident,
for He says, " I and My FATHER are One," and" He that hath seen
Me hath seen the FATHER" (Matt. xi. 27; John x. 30; xiv. 7-9).
What answer, then, do those who have spiritual discernment
give to this question ~ John the Baptist testifies that JESUS existed
before His incarnation. " He was before me." He bore testimony
to His great work as the Sin-Bearer. "Behold," he says, "the
LAMB of GOD, Which taketh away the sin of the world." He
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point.ed to CHRIST as the Divinely-appointed LAMB by Whose
sacrificial and atoning death He would bear the penalty of sin as
the spotless SUBSTITUTE of His people and redeem them from the
curse of the law, being made a curse in their stead. He saw and
bare record that JESUS" is the SON of GOD" (John i. 34). He
spoke of Him as the One to Whom the FATHER had given authority
to execute judgment when he said of Him, "Whose fan is in His
hand, and He will throughly purge His floor, and gather His wheat
into the garner; but He will burn up the chaff with fire unquench.
able" (Matt. iii. 12). John the Baptist had no doubt as to the
DEITY of CHRIST, His atoning work, and His judicial functions.
What answer does Philip give to this question ~ He says, "We
have found Him, of Whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did
write, JESUS of Nazareth, the SON of Joseph " (John i. 45). JESUS,
then, according to Philip, was the subject of the predictions of
Moses and the prophets. He was the theme of the Old Testament
Scriptures, and these all-the law and the prophets-Genesis to
Malachi-were prophetic writings and therefore infallibly inspired.
What is Nathanael's answer to this question ~ He said, "Rabbi,
Thou art the SON of GOD; Thou art the KING of Israel" (John i. 50).
What answer does Peter give to this question ~ He says, " LORD,
to whom shall we go ~ Thou hast the words of eternal life. And
we believe and are sure that Thou art that CHRIST, the SON of the
living GoD" (John vi. 68, 69).
What answer does Martha give to this question ~ She says, " I
believe that Thou art the CHRIST, the SON OF GOD, Which should
come into the world" (John xi. 27).
What was ThorIWS, after a period of doubt as to His resurrection,
compelled to say in answer to this question ~ He said, "My
LORD and my GOD" (John xx. 28).
The apostle John says, "The Word was GOD," and" all things
were made by Him" (John i. 1, 3). The apostle Paul says," By
Him were all things created," " And He is before all things, and by
Him all things consist" (Col. i. 16, 17).
He is, therefore, " over all, GOD blessed for ever" (Rom. ix. 5).
The whole Church of GOD is ready to say to Him, "Thou art the
KING of glory, 0 CHRIST. Thou art the everlasting SON of the
FATHER."

.~
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To sum up. The instructed believer will answer this great
question somewhat as follows.
JESUS the PROPHET of Nazareth Who rode in triumph into
Jerusalem is the eternal SON of the eternal GOD. He was" begotten
from everlasting of the FATHER, the very and eternal GOD, and of
one substance with the FATHER."
Out of wondrous love to my soul He undertook in the eternal
Covenant of grace to be my Divine SURETY. He undertook to be
responsible to pay for me the debt of obedience to the law which I
had broken, and the debt of penalty for its breach which I deserved.
In accordance with His Covenant engagement He became incarnate, being conceived by the HOLY GHOST and born of the Virgin
Mary. By His obedience unto death He secured my eternal justifi.
cation, and then rose from the dead llnd ascended into heaven.
Then He sent His SPIRIT into my heart to quicken me and to bring
me into the enjoyment of all the blessings of His redeeming work.
He will sit on the right hand of GOD until His enemies be made the
footstool of His feet. Then He will return and will welcome me
and a great multitude which no man can number into heavenly
mansions. He is, therefore, to me "the chiefest among ten
thousand." "He is altogether lovely. This is my BELOVED, and
This is my FRIEND."
"If asked what of JEsus I think,

Though still my best thoughts are but poor,
I say, He's my :Meat and my Drink,
My Life, and my Strength, and my Store,
My Shepherd, my Husband, my Friend,
My SAVIOUR from sin and from thrall,
My Hope from heginning to end,
My Portion, my LORD, and my All."
(John Newwn).
Whitingwn Vicarage,

Stoke Fer'ry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thonws Houghtml).

So long as I find that ultra-Ritualistic worshippers can turn from
matins and early Communions to races and operas, can oscillate between
the Confessional and the ball-room, and take no interest in missions at
home and abroad, so long I shall think little of the value of ultraRitualistic worship.-Bishop J. C. Ryle.
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A ROYAL WEDDING.
" The kingdom 01 heaven is like unto a ce'rtain King, which made a
marriage lOT his son."-MATTHEW xxii. 2.

THE whole nation and doubtless the whole empire have been keenly
interested in the Royal Wedding which took place in Westminster
Abbey on Tuesday morning, February 28th last. The Princess
Mary, the only daughter of our beloved sovereign King George and
his royal consort Queen Mary, was united in marriage to Viscount
Lascelles, K.G., son of the Earl and Countess of Harewood. The
Princess Mary is deservedly popular. We cannot be too thankful
for the purity of her home life, and for the whole-hearted interest
which the princess has taken in the welfare of those who are in
humbler circumstances than herself. Wedding presents have
poured in from all quarters. The wedding was felt t.o be not only
a family matter, but an event in which the whole nation was
interested. Our own English Princess was being married to an
Englishman, and the whole nation felt included in the family
which gathered round the happy couple and wished them much
happiness in their united life. The King and Queen were deeply
touched by "the warm and affectionate good wishes" manifested
in all parts of the Empire. In his letter to the nation the King
said, "We appreciate their good will all the more vividly because
we know well that many at this moment are living in the shadow
of the greatest hardship and anxiety. From the depths of our
hearts we thank you all for making yourselves partners in our
great joy." We feel sure that we may say in the name of all our
readers that we desire that God's richest blessing may be extended
to the happy pair, and that eventually they may be amongst that
company who shall be "called unt.o the marriage supper of the
Lamb."
There is, however, another Wedding of far more importance and
of more world-wide interest than the wedding which we have
been celebrating in London. To that Wedding our Lord refers in
the parable of the marriage of the King's Son. Let us think of
BOrne of our Lord's teaching in connection with it.
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1. First our Lord speaks of a Royal Wedding.

The King of heaven has arranged for the marriage of His onlybegotten and well-beloved Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
That marriage was planned in eternity. The bride was chosen in
Christ before the foundation of the world. We speak of "the
bride-elect" in reference to human marriages. Do not let us
object to the truth that the Bride of the Lamb is also a Bride elect.
The Bride of Christ is likened both to a city and to the inhabitants
of a city. That Bride is the Church of God, all the ll'1mes of whose
members are inscribed in the Lamb's book of life (Rev. xxi. 2, 9,
10, 27).
" Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it; that He
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the
word, that he might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish." Those who are members of this
Church are members of Christ's body. They are in such close and
intimate union with Him that their union is typified by the union
of the first man and Eve his wife. She was part of her husband,
bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. The two were thus one
flesh.
The consummation of the marriage between Christ and His
Church is yet future.. He is yet to present her to Himself. In
reference to that great and blessed event we read, "Let us be glad
and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready" (Rev. 1.-ix. 7).
Meanwhile the members of the Church are set forth under a variety
of aspects. They are God's servants. They are also His children.
They are represented as wise virgins who go forth to meet the
Bridegroom, and also as guests at a wedding. This latter figure is
the one employed in the parable we are considering. The parable
leads us on to the time when the King comes in to see the guests.
2. Our Lord further speaks of a sumptuous wedding.
The King says, "Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have
prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all
things are ready; come unto the marriage." Doubtless, the recent
wedding breakfast at Buckingham Palace was of a costly and
magnificent character. The wedding-feast of the parable points
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to the rich and eternal blessings of the Gospel, blessings which
were only secured at the cost of the redeeming blood of the great
Bridegroom Himself. These blessings are compared to "a feast
of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow,
of wines on the lees well refined" (Isaiah xxv. 6). They are blessings which satisfy the longing soul and fill the hungry soul with
goodness. Those who drink of the water which Christ gives shall
never thirst. Those who partake of the food which He supplies
shall never hunger. They are welcomed into God's family and
they sit down at His table. Their cup of blessedness runneth
over. The great Bridegroom has secured for His bride "beauty
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the
spirit of heaviness." He has alTanged to clothe her with the garments of salvation and to cover her with the robe of righteousness.
He has alTanged to satisfy her mouth with all the good things of
the Gospel of Divine grace. Jehovah the Father purposed to
bestow these blessings on the Bride. J ehovah the Son purchased
them by His precious lIJod, and Jehovah the Holy Ghost com·
municates them to all who shall hereafter constitute the Bride
of the Lamb.
3. This wedding is one to which all SO'1'ts of people are in-vited.
The announcement of this wedding feast was first made known
to God's ancient people the Jews. The heavenly King sent forth
His servants to tell them of the banquet which had been prepared.
In other words, they preached the Gospel first to them. John the
Baptist pointed them to the great Bridegroom. He taught them
the need of repentance. He warned them of coming wrath, but
proclaimed Christ to them as "the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world." He spake of Him as One Who would
baptize His people with the Holy Ghost. He led His hearers forward to His second coming when He would gather His wheat into
the heavenly garner, while He would burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire. Thus John told the good tidings of a SinBEarer, of a regenerating Spirit, and of a heavenly garner for the
redeemed people of God. But his Jewish hearers for the most part
would not give heed to his teaching. As the parable expresses
it, "They would not come." His testimony was rejected and
he was beheaded. Then the King sent His Only-begotten and
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well-beloved Son to tell them of the wedding banquet, but His
testimony was also rejected by the nation as a whole.
Of John they said, "He hath a devil." Of Christ they said,
"Behold a man gluttonous and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans
and sinners" (Matt. xi. 18, 19). Eventually they "killed the
Prince of life" and " crucified the Lord of glory." Other servants
were sent forth to impress on them how choice were the viands,
and how abundant and appetizing were the bounties provided at
this royal wedding feast, but they made light of these things" and
went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: and
the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and
slew them." At the recent Royal Wedding one hundred and
seventy persons were invited to the Wedding breakfast, and a
larger number were privileged to be asked to attend the ceremony
in Westminster Abbey. We have not read of any who made light
of such privileges and who were wholly indifferent to the honour
extended to them. How different is the human heart in regard to
the spiritual blessings of the Gospel! Of the Jewish nation to whom
the Wedding feast was first announced, it is written, " This people's
heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their
eyes they have closed; lest at any tim3 they s.'lOuld S3e with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their
heart, and should be converted" (~htt. xiii. 15). That is what
so-called free will does. Fallen men have a will of their own, but
it is a depraved will, a will that wills to despise, reject, and crucify
the Son of God Who alone can save His people from their sins. It
is only when men are "bmn, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God," that they will listen to
the invitation to come to the Gospel Wedding feast. A natural
man will welcome with joy a royal invitation to an earthly weddingfeast, but only a spiritual man-a man born of the Spirit-will
welcome an invitation to a spiritual banquet.
The treatment which the Jewish nation meted out to the messengers of God, and especially to " the Messenger of the Covenant,"
brought judgment upon them. "The king sent forth his armies,
and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city." Bilt
it is the eternal purpose of God that the wedding feast which He
has prepared shall be furnished with guests. The parable goes on
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to teach that others outside the Jewish nation were to hear the

.'

good tidings. of the royal wedding.feast. After the apostle Paul
had told these tidings to the Jews in Rome, and had shown that
their hardness of heart was a fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah,
he said to them, " Be it known therefore unto you, that the salva·
tion of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it "
(Acts xxviii. 28). He made a similar statement at Antioch in
Pisidia. "And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and
glorified the Word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to
eternal life believed" (Aets xiii. 46-(8).
The parable teaches the same truth. The servants of God have
been telling of the wedding feast in the highways of the world at
large for more than eighteen hundred years, and all sorts and condi·
tions of men, not excluding a remnant of the Jewish nation, have
been gathered to partake of Gospel blessings. The time will come
when the full number of the guests will be gathered out. The Lord
will in grace accomplish the number of His elect guests. That
brings us to our concluding point.
4. This will be a wedding from which all will be excluded who have
not on a wedding garment.
The marriage supper proper will be in heaven. Foretastes of its
blessings are now partially enjoyed by all who hear and delight in
the Bridegroom's voice. At present, however, they are mixed up
with many others who only profess to listen to His voice. Before
the guests sit down at the heavenly banquet the King will come
in to see them. He will come to scrutinize them. Note the solemn
words of the parable which yet await their fulfihnent when the
Bridegroom comes to fetch His bride to the heavenly mansions.
" When the King came in to see the guests, he saw there a man
which had not on a wedding garment. And he saith to him,
Friend, how earnest thou in hither not having a wedding garment ~
And he was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind
him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." That
man is a type of all mere professors. Such put their confidence in
the rags of their own righteousness, and imagine they will be wel·
come to the wedding banquet in such clothing. But they are
under a terrible delusion. All who sit down at the marriage supper
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of the Lamb must be " clothed with the garments of salvation"
and" covered with the robe of righteousness." The glorified must
first be justified or declared righteous, and as they have no right·
eo~sness of their own, they must be amongst those who "have
obtlined precious faith in the righteousness of our God and Saviour
Jesus Christ" (2 Peter i. 1, R.V.). They must be saved, not
according to their works, but according to God's Own purpose and
grace. They must be justified freely by God's grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. They must be found in Christ
not having their own righteousness but that which is through faith
in Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith (see Phi!. iii.9).
Otherwise they will be cast into outer darkness.
It would have been a great privilege to have been amongst the
elect one hundred and seventy who sat down at the wedding break·
fast of Princess Mary. The joys of that feast, however, were
temporary and fleeting. The marriage of the Lamb-its full con·
81lmmation-is coming. Are we, dear readers, amongst the guests
who are to take part therein? "Blessed are they which are called
unto the marriage supper of the Lamb" (Rev. xix. 9).
•

"Betrothed in love, ere time began,
His blood-bought bride with Jesus see,
Made by eternal union One,
Who was, and is, and is to be.
.. Thus He became her Covenant Head;
Charged with her sin the Saviour stands,
To do and suffer, in her stead,
All that the righteous law demands.
.. A glorious Church, from blemish free,
She shall appear before the throne,
Christ's everlasting joy to be,
(John Kent.)
His everlasting love her own! "

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).

As a sinner, then, you deserve death; and every man that sins
deserves it also. And sinners, at the judgment-day, will be con·
deID.I:ed, not because they were decreed to be damned, but because
they did revolt from God, and broke His righteous laws, and sought no
hearty refuge in Christ J CIlUS.-J ohn Berridge.
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llJilgtim ijapml.
WELLSPRINGS.
" But the Comforter. which is the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will se·nd
in My Name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. "-J ORN xiv. 26.

DID any doubt it, we have also yet another evidence of the Personality
of the Third Person in the Blessed Trinity, speaking and acting in
Acts xiii. 2, when" The Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them." Here in our text
we see also a distinct proof of the Holy Spirit being a Person and of His
being the Comforter and Teacher of His people.
Our Blessed Lord is telling His few disciples and humble-hearted
followers that He is about to leave them, and well He knew what that
leaving would mean to them. But while He enforces the truth that
He must " go to the Father," and thus prove that Hi& Resurrection
was the great attestation to His "finished" work and His Father's
acceptance thereof, He says, "I will not leave you comfortless, I will
come to you." I will come to you in the Person of Him Whom I will
send. He shall be your Comforter, Instructor, Guide, and Witnesser.
He shall" convince and convict the world of sin, of righteousness and
of judgment." He shall also "lead you into all truth," for He is
"the Spirit of Truth"; and "He shall testify of Me." "He shall.
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance
whatsoever I have spoken Wlto you."
And this the Holy Spirit
assuredly did, as we find in such Scriptures as chap. ii. 22. "When
therefore He was risen from the dead, His disciples remembered tbat
He had said this unto them, and they believed the Scripture and the
word which Jesus had said." Without the Holy Spirit's aid those
poor, forgetful, slow-of-heart ones would not have remembered. For
it. was they
and not His enemies who forgot that He had said He would
.
rise agam.
And then ill chap. xii. 16: "These things understood not His
disciples at the first, but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered
they that these things were written of Him, and that they had done
these thiugs unto Him." The promised Holy Spirit would "bring
all things to their remembrance." It was their own Lord's promise
before they were bereaved of Him. " When He, the Spirit of Truth,
is come, He will guide you into all truth, for He shall not speak of
Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak; and He
will show you things to come" (chap. xvi. 13). Hence the Holy Spirit
brought to the Apostle Peter's mind the exact Scripture when He
said in reply to the charge that the men upon whom the Holy Spirit
had fallen were" full of new wine," "Ye men of Judea, and all ye
that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my
words; for these are not drwlken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the
11
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third hoUl' of the day. But this is that which was spoken by the prophet
Jod," 'lIld the Apostle, who was but a poor fisherman, quotes the
whole of Joel ii. 28-32, and also many other Scriptures.
This testimony of the Apostle caused those tha.t heard it to be
" pricked in the heart," and to cry out, "Men and brethren, what
;hall we do 1" A little later, whilst enemies perceivcd that they were
unleal'lled and ignorant men, they also marvelled at the boldness of
Peter and John, and" took knowledge of them, that they had been
with Jesus"; for Peter, we read, being" filled with the Holy Ghost,"
had spoken U1"assailable truths to them, quoting Psa. cxviii. 22.
Then look at the beloved Stephen, how he refers back to "our
father Abraham," to whom "the God of glory appeared," and how
he proved before that accusing council the truth of the Divine promise
at such a time, when brought face to face with false witnesses, that
" it shall be given you at that hour what ye shall speak." The result
was that" all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw
his face as it had been the face of an rtngel." The promiscd Comforter
was there.
See too, beloved reader, how accurately the Apostle Prtul refers to
the prophecies conceming the life, the death, and the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit being his Teacher and Remembrancer. No, you cannot separate the sweet influences of the Holy
Spirit from the Sovereignty of God and the Suretyship of Jesus.
Without the Holy Spirit, you could know nothing of these precious and
Divine truths now so dear to your heart as revealed by Him. "He
shall testify of Me," said Jesus. "No man can say that Jesus is the
Lord, but by the H"ly G'lost," truly writes the Apostle Paul. And
no man can come to God the Father but by the Holy Spirit's drawings
and leadings, promptings and enablings. No redeemed child of God
can enjoy the love of God" shed abroad" or diffused in his heart, but
by the power of the Holy Ghost. And in the matter of assurancewhich touches our comfort and joy, though thank God, not our
salvation-it belongs to the office of the Blessed Third Person in the
adorable Trinity to assure us of our interest in the clear Redeemer's
love. "He shall take of Mine and show it unto you" was said by
Him Who never sp.tke a word but what was the truth. Sooner or
later each of His longing ones is sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.
My dear readers, we cannot make too much of the Person and work
of the H'lly Spirit. It is to be feared we think far too little of God
the H.)ly Ghost. We do not lay sufficient emphasis on His Personality
and work.
" Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed 1 " is a question
which may well be asked of us, so little do we honour Him, so little
acknowledgment is there that without Him we "can do nothing"
that is pleasing to our Father in heaven. On the other hand, when
through our sinful infirmities, our weak memories, our sieve-like
retention of the things we hear so faithfully preached, we forget the
precious truths brought to our notice, then conles in the lovely work
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of the Holy Spirit. The heart appeals to Him in sorrow, confesses
the sin of forgetfulness, and begs of the gracious RemembranceI' to
bring Scripturc tmths back to our memory, as Jesus promised He
should. The writer, in confessing with godly sorrow this sinful
infirmity, has often been sweetly and swiftly surprised with a retuDI
of the word or text, so jealous is the Holy Spirit for the honour of
Jcsus. He shall bring, and He does bring, all t.hings to our remembrance whatsoever Jesus has spoken to us in former days of soul
prosperity. He is the Living Witness of Jesus in our hearts. "The
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children
of God" Yes, and it is " the Spirit" who" also helpeth our infirmi·
ties." It is " the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered." And that Spil'it is thc same" which raised
up Jesus from the dcad," which, dwelling in liS, reveals a precious
Christ for the poor, nccdy, undone, lost, and guilty sinner, and who
teaches such a one to his eternal comfort that" as many as are led
by the Spirit of God, thcy are the sons of God."
Oh, beloved reader, it needs an abler pen than mine to attempt to
write upon this great and glorious theme! But in our little measurc,
however humble our capacity, may we seek to honour the Persoll,
work, chamcter, and office of the Holy Spirit. Thomas Row, in 1817,
has a beautiful hymn which gathers up our subject and suggests to
our mind the words we have been endeavouring to express;.. To God, the Holy Ghost,
The Lord of truth and grace,
The Church on earth, and heavenly host,
Ascribe eternal praise.
He Wills, and Speaks, aud Acts,
For God and sinful men;
And writes, within us, Gospel facts,

With an immortal pen.
The things of God most deep
He Searches and Reveals,
And when, by Him, for sin we weep,

Our souls, through faith, He heals.
To Him are all things known,
And here His Godhead shines,
He brings the truth from Jesn's throne
In bright celestial lines.
His glories let us tell,
His name be all-adored,
As God distinct, yet one as well,
Within the Trinne Lord."
It has never yet been known, nor will it ever be, that anyone poor
sinner, lost and undone in himself, came to Jesus to be saved but by
the invincible, all·powerful operations of God the Holy Spirit. It
is He Who convinces of sin; constrains and draws by love; reveals
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a .preciOUS and a great Saviour for a guilty hell-deserving sinner,
and thus leads to the only One Who can do helpless sinners good.
" He shall take of Mine," said Jesus, "and shall show it unto you."
Knowing, too, how His disciples would need comforting, how oft they
would sorrow after our absent Lord, He gave the sweet title of " The
Comforter" to Him Whom He was about to send. And truly, through
His gracious operations, the Father" comfol'teth us in all our tribuhtion, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble,
by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."
The Holy Ghost Who penned the precious Word by inspiration
"lone has the sovereign right to interpret its precious words of counsel,
wisdom, and promise to those whose hearts He opens to receive the
truth. "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost," and thus we have this precious, priceless treasure, the Word
of God. To-day, if any word of holiness passes our lips, if any are
called to the Gospel ministry and used and owned of God, it is by the
power of the Holy Spirit. His wisdom is infallible, and His holy
leadings, strivings, and drawings are invincible. He 'oill glorify Jesus.
He will exalt Him in the heart of everY redeemed sinner. He will
faithfully fulfil His office and safeguard "the Church of Christ thmugh
her pilgrimage and be with her every step until she is ushered into
glory. He is with us to drive the love of sin out and to draw us to
Christ more and more_ He is with us to shine into the dark recesses
of our hearts and to shine out of our hearts; to transform our lives;
to conform us to the image of Him Who hath begotten us and to teach
us to love Him more and more, " Who hath called us out of darkness
into His marvellous light." May you and I, beloved reader, seck to
prize increasingly the Person, love, and work of "the Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost," Who has come in Jesus' Name to teach us [\11
things and to bring all things to our remembrance whotsoPWl' Jesus
has spokeu unto ILS.

H.

.sermon£> anll Note£> ot Sermon£>.
A

SERMON

THE PEACE OF GOD.
PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES

SI',

ORMISTON, AT
NIARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,

" And when He had so said, He shewed unto them His hands and His
side. Then were the disciples glad when they saw I.he Lord,"JOHN

xx, 20.

keynote of the mission of the Lord Jesus Christ, dear friends, is
peace--peace. You will notice if you look into the previous verse
here that the first word Jesus spoke in the first assembling together
of His disciples after the resurrection on the first day of the week was
"Peace." He gives that word the first place in His resurrection
teaching. You 1:now how the angel hosts heralded His coming at
'rUE
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Bethlehem in that word "Peace"; it was to be peace on eart.h, the
outcome of His work. And now He has finished the work His Fathet·
had given Him to do, and He meets His disciples, as I have said, on
the first day of the week with this word, this herald word, Peace,
this marvellous word, Peace. Nor do we forget that on the eve of
His sacrificing Himself to I'edeem His people from thc power of the
enemy, from the curse of the law, from the dominion of sin and the
tyranny of death, He said: "Peace I leave with you, My peace
I give unto you." That is His legacy, His dying legacy. And now He
meets them, having died the death, having redeemed the people, hav. ing atoned for their guilt, having made their peace with God, and He
110W proclaims peace, thc peace of God, to their hearts and con~ciences.
And I daresay you have noticed, as I have, how the Holy Ghost
inspired the Apostle Paul and other writers to dwell constantly on
the peace of God as the portion of God's redeemed people. What a
remarkable word that is which we have in the 2nd Epi~tle to the
Thessalonians, the last chapter of thc letter and the 16th verse. There
the Apostle supplicates the Lord in these words: "Now," says he,
"the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always by all means."
I think that covers all the conditions possible of a believer in thc Lord
Jesus Christ. Here the Lord of peace, the Lord Who procured pcace
at such an infinite cost to Himself, the Lord Who bequeaths peace to
His people immediately upon His leaving the grave, the same Lord
Who by legacy bequeathed peltce to His people even before He suffered,
the Lord of peace Himself-that is, not through any mediator either
angelic or human-" Himself give you peace." I think the language
is exquisite because of its accuracy-Himself give it. Now that is
precisely what He did if you look into the context of our portion.
"Then the same day"-that is, the resurrection day-" at evening,
being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the
disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus, and stood in
the midst, and saith mIto them, Peace be unto you." The Lord
Himself, the Lord of peace Himself, spoke peace to that little gathering
of His disciples Oll the evening of Christ's resurrection from the dead,
somewhere in Jerusalem. Wc do not know whether it was in the
house where He kept the passover and instituted the memorial Supper
that bears His name, or whether it was the house of one of the disciples;
whether it might. have been the house of John to which he took the
mother of Jesus by the Lord's command-wc do not know, but it
appears to have been a house somewhere in Jerusalem. Now they
were gathered together there a little company, but this is wht I wish
we should not forget-they were gathercd there to represent believers
and disciples in all after ages. They did not llleet there in a merely
collective capacity, but also in a representative capacity. They were
the people of God residing in Jerusalem, they were the immediate
followers of Jesus-some of them had heen with Him from the beginning of His ministry. Now they represented us-in a sense we were
there-eonsequently it is to U8 as it was to them the I.onl speaks,
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" Peace be unto you" This is very blessed that the Lord of peace
should always by all means show Himself ready to speak comfortably
to our poor hearts, to speak peace to us, In our sorrows and cares and
conflicts, our times of downsittings, and when we walk it may be a
solitary silent path of inexperience, there still eomes that blessed
thought, " Peace be unto you," When He speaketh or giveth peace,
who then, I ask the question in thc Lord's Name, mm make trouble 1
None ean reverse this peace; it is a peace that has been righteously
obtained, . Christ bought it, OJ1, with what precious blood did He
buy it, and p':illl He lose His reward in heholding Hispeople enjoying
that peace 1 It cannot be, Himself give you peace, then, always by
all means,
The first lesson we may draw, I think, from om text is this, and
it is an important one, that Jesus nevcr encourages doubt in the minds
of His disciples, You see these dear people were gathered together
not looking for the eoming of Jesus, I presume, but, however that may
be, the doors were shut, they were closed to prevent an enemy from
coming in, Oh, what a blessed truth that it did not prevent Jesus
coming in. That whieh hinders an enemy is no hindrance to Him,
Now His people wanted to spend a quiet hour together in communion
concerning the great events of that day, They would talk over one
with another what each had seen and heard concerning the empty
tomb, the coming forth of Jesus on that third day as He had foretold
to His disciples, Jesus suddenly appears in the midst. Now the
tendency was to doubt this vision; they wanted to aseribe His presence
to a spirit entering in rather than to recognize the Personality and
corporeityof Jesus Who had been crucified. They were in doubt, they
feared, and Jesus would dissipate their fears, He would pacify their
doubts. And this is my first point, that Jesus never eneomages doubt
-spiritual doubt, You know we are living, dear friends, in a perilous
day when the gospel preached for the most part is a gospel of doubt,
A doubt has been thrown on the Holy Scriptures, a doubt has been
cast on nearly every doctrine of the Gospel, and men are encouraged
to be sceptical of all that is advanced in the Ilame of truth, Now I
say it again, and I say it emphatically, that Jesus nowhere encourages
doubt in His people; what He does encourage is simple Scriptural trust
-simZJ!e, You know Jesus took in the days of His flesh a little child,
,md then He taught from that little child by way of illustration the
religion of simplicity, the religion of sincerity, the religion of humble
trust and reliance without question, "Except ye be converted and
become as little children," or as this child, well then, He says we
cannot belong to the Kingdom, beeanse those who are of the Kingdom
are like little children; and I believe myself that that was what Jesus
meunt when He said: "Suffer the little children to eome unto Me.
and forhid them not, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven," and therefore those who are, a,eeording to the teaching of Christ, the truesthearted, are those whose faith is the most simple, the most childlike,
nnquestioning, Deal' friends, I do not know 110W you feel, hut I feel
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happy in trusting the Word of God just in those particular respects
where I cannot explain it; that is, where faith, real faith, is called into
most happy exercise. Faith is relying upon the word of another for
that other's sake. You know we must have confidence in the witness
before we trust or will tlUst his evidence, his testimony. Now it is
because God is tl1le that we are safe in trusting everything He says.
Every promise that ever passed His blessed lips, it may be safely
trusted, and you honour Him most highly when you tlUSt Him most
simply. I sometimes say to myself: "Well, if I am wrong J must be
wrong; it must remain so; but I must trust Him to speak the truth,
though it contradict my framcs and my feelings, and though it contradict my own character and my own conversation; but let God he true
though it contradict all we think, feel, or have confessed." And so
the first lesson we learn is that Jesus does not encourage doubt.
(To be continued.)

THE RESURRECTION OF 'rHE SAINTS.

A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE BISHOP C. P. M'ILVAINE, D.D.,
BISHOP OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN OHIO, U.S.A.

" Thy brother shall r-ise again."-J OHN xi. 23.
(Concluded from p. 118.)

AND, now having spoken of the essential sameness of the body in the
resurrection, wc must speak of the changes it will nevertheless undergo.'
But here we encounter a passage which, for some minds, needs
explanation. St. Paul, with reference to this very subject, says:
"Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdmn of God, neither doth
corruption inherit incorruption." At first view, the former clause

of this verse seems contradictory to the doctrine of the resunection
of the body, in any literal sense. But to that interpretation, it is
justly answered, that our Saviour's body, after he had risen from the
dead, was flesh, and surely that inherits the kingdom of God. Thomas's
unbelief was e\IIed by touching it; and when uneasy thoughts afose
in the other disciples' minds, lest after all it was only a spiJ'it that
appeared to them, Jesus said, ," Why do thoughts arisc in your hcarts i
Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I, :Myself; handle Me, and
sec; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye sce IVIe have." The
meaning of the clause objected, appears from that which follows it
by way of explication ;-" Neither doth con·ttp/ion ,:nhe,.it incorl'vp/ion."
The phrase "flesh and blood" is a synonym for om bodies as they
no1O are-corruptible, mortal, full of infirmities, having wants a.nd
appetites belonging to their present earthly state. As thus situated.
they cannot inherit the kingdom of God; because they are not a.dapted
to its life, and employment, and spirituality. They must he changed;
not so that thev shall cease to be flesh, but cease to be flesh as it now
is. "All flesh," saith the apostle, "is not the same flesh." "Thele
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are celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial." "AB is the earthy, such
are they also that are earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they
also that are heavenly." And," as we have borne the image of the
earthy (the first Adaml. we shall also bear the image of the heavenly,"
"the Lord from heaven." The body as well as the soul must be
made" meet for the inheritance of the saints in light." The soul is
made so, by being born again of the Holy Ghost, and finally restored,
by a perfect holiness, to the perfect mind of Christ, the image and
likeness of God. The body also must be born again, and by tbe same
Holy Spirit. It is " dead, because of sin." "But, if the Spirit of Him
that raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell in you, He that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken yoUt' mortal bodies, by His
Spirit that dwelleth in you." Hence, the resurrection of the dead in
Christ is called" the refleneration." "We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed." Vast aud wonderful, indeed, must be the change
that will fit and prepare this frail and mortal body, especially after
the corruption of the grave, for the habitation of God, the vision of
His glory, the communion of His kingdom, the society of angels, the
employments of heaven, the life eternal. Great, indeed, must be thp
change to prepare it to be a suitable, congenial companion and instrument of the soul, in the perfect holiness and bonndless activity and
vigour of its heavenly state. The disembodied spirit, accustomed to
the communion of saints made perfect, and to the ineffable glory of
the presence of God, when it comes to re·enter its tabernacle, must
find therein, not only every vestige of the fall, every remnant of the
dominion and curse of sin, every mark of death, every infirmity of
an earthly state, obliterated: bnt a newness of life, a purity, an
energy, an activity, adapting it to participate with, instead of enc~m·
bering, its own inconceivably vigorous, active, and exalted powers.
Without such change, the risen body would be no more capable of the
kingdom of God, than a worm, without the transformation undergone
in the chrysalis, would be capable of the new clement, and new life,
and food. and pleasures, and occupations, of the butterfly; or, than
the seed in the grOlmd, unchanged, unquickened, can exhibit the
properties, and perform the functions, and answer the ends, of the
growing and ripening wheat. A change is to be made of worlds, from
earth to heaven; and a change must be made of the body, from earthly
to heavenly; from corruption to incorl1lption; from mortal to immortality. That change must be made; because the body as much as the
soul has a title, in Christ, to an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven.
Christ came to redeem us: not our souls only, but ourselves, just as
we are, body and soul, "from all iniquity," from all its condemnation,
dominion, and curse; to destroy the work of the devil entirely, in the
flesh and in the spirit, one, as much as the other, was bought with the
price of His blood, and is Hi~. Whatever is His, He will have; and
neither death nor life shall finally separate it from Him. To leave
the bodies of His people under the power of death, would be to leave
His work of redemption unfinished; His own mystical body incom-
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plete. Man would not be saved-for man is corporeal, as well as
spiritual. Hence" this con-uptible must put on incorruption, and
this mortal, immortality." Of the greatness and glory of the change,
we can form but the least and most inadequate conception: just as
we can conceive so little of that whole transformation by which the
soul is finally adapted, out of its present fallen state, to the holinea8
and glory of its heavenly portion. All is done by St. Paul that
language can do, to give us the idea. But all language fails. In this
life we must needs see such things through a glass, very darkly. We
necessarily think as children, understand as chiidren, just the spellingbook, t.he merest elements. The resun-ection-day alone can teach
us any more. When we rise, we shall know. But let us take some of
the words of St. Paul and think of them. "It is sown in corruption,
it is raised in incorruption,." raised as pure and deathless as the soul
that comes to inhabit it again. "It is sawn in dishonour, it is "aUied
in glory" Now a "vile body," and deeply dishonuured by th.,
humiliating process of death and hurial, and dissolution, so that it is
put out of sight of the living, as a spcctscle not to he looked on; it
shall be changed into a habitation as far beyond its present state, aH
the heavenly mansions exceed in glory the grave from which it will
he raised. "Sown in weakness, it shall be raised in power,." power
to endure such a vision of God, and to sustain such an "exceeding
and eternal weight of glory"; power to endure for ever, and to
mount with the soul to all the heights, and go with it, in all its vast
excursions, and endless occupations and enjoyments. "It is sown
(I natural body, it is raised a spiritual body."
Natura'! here mean"
animal; spiritual is here used in opposition, not to corporeal, but
animal; a body spiritualized, deprived of its animal properties, and
wea1.-nesses, and wants; a body made as perfectly conformed to the
nature and uses of the spirit dwelling therein, as a material body can
be; so that, instead of one encumbering the other, or feeling itself
impeded by the other, there shall be such perfect harmony that both
shall be one in everything; not the body now, and now the spirit, but
the whole redeemed man so perfect, that there shall be a complete
oneness of participation in all works, all oceupations, aU blessedness.
But the highest reaeh of language in describing the change in the
resurrection, is that of St. Paul to the Philippians. He tells us that
our Lord Jesus Christ, at His second coming, sh"Jl " change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His own glorious body." Fallen
in Adam, we bear hUi image, also, in body and soul; redeemed in
Christ, we must bear His image, also, in body and soul. Members of
Christ, we must be as He is. Ever to be with the Lord, jn the body;
He will qualify our bodies for that blessedness, making them like His
own glorious body. The harvest will he as the first-fruits. We 8hall
not only sce His glory, but partake therein. Our Lord will be the
pattern, and architect, of our resun-ection. In the first creation, God
made man after His own image and likencs8. The completion of the
new creation, by Jesus Christ, will be the finishing of His own likeness
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iu the risen bodies of His people. What is the glory of the glorious
bodvof Christ, it hath not entered into the mind of man to conceive.
The light" above the brightness of the sun," in which He appeared
at the transfiguration, and the sight of which the three disciples could
not endure, was intended to give some idea of that glory. But we
wait the beatific vision. ilfeanwhile, we are satisfied with the assurance
of St. John: "It doth not yet appear what we shall be; but this we
kuow, that when Hc shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He is." One thing, however, we know, that the full and
glorious triumph of redeeming grace and power, the fulness of the
victory over sin and death, will not be consummated till the resur·
rection·day. It cannot be, while the body of a single saint is under
the dominion of death. It cannot be, until the earth and the sea shall
be made to give up their dead. It cannot be, till all they that sleep
in Jesus are brought with Him, 'llld changed into His own likeness.
Your brother whose soul is now with the Lord, must rise in the body
from the gravc, or the Saviour's work will not be finished. But,
writes the Apostle, " WHEN this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal, immortality, THEN shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, 'Death i8 swallowed "1' in victory.''' Then
shall the triumphal song of the whole redeemed Church be heard,
" 0 death, where is thy sting! 0 grave, where is thy victory! Thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ."
If, in this discourse, we have only spoken of the resurrection of the
righteous, it must not be forgotten that all the graves are to give up
their dead-" some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting
contempt." We are to be "judged according to the deeds done in
the body": and in the body must all be, in order to be so judged.
But for this most painful part of our subjeet, we have not timeexcept to say, that while the same identity shall'be preserved, there
will be a change in the resurrection of the unrighteous, corresponding
to that of the righteous; mortal changed to immortality, corruptible
to incorruption, weakness raised in power; in order that those who
are to "go away into eVCl:lasting punishment," may be fitted, in the
body, for its endurance; as well as that those who are to enter into
life eternal, may be fitted for its enjoyment.
And now we have seen probably as mllch as we can know here, of
what the risiug of the dead means, especially of those who sleep in
Jesus. And what precious consolation does the Gospel thus bring to
the aching hearts of bereaved believers! "Thy brother shall rise again."
Yes (answers illartha, sorrowing over some recently-tenanted grave),
but Hot till the last day. Oh, that he could now come to life again!
No, the wise Christian heart replies, it is a great part of the consolation
that he will not rise now, while death still reigns, and sorrow and
sighing have not fled away; that he will not rise till that day, when all
things shall bc made new, "the time of the restitntion of all things,"
when he can come forth in a body that will never die again; into a
world where there shall be no more sin, or pain, or woe; in company
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with the whole harvest of the dead ill Christ, and then to go with that
whole blessed company to bc "ever with the Lord." This is our
"garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." "Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death," and even the dust, "of His saints."
Not a Christian's grave is there in the silent city of the dead, but is
well known to Him-well watched and kept under His care-though
its memorial, for human eye, has centnries ago been lost. As we walk
along these solemn streets, a voice seems to say, "These all shall rise
again." Then we think of the dead of all generations, since the world
began; the graves in land and sea; the whole earth a cemetery of
unknown milliolls! Not a particlc of their dust has l'erishec1, ho\\'ever
widely it has wandered. All arc waiting" the cl"y vI redemptioll."
"Yhat a multitude that cannot be numbered, of God's beloved people,
are there,-the tJ'ibes of His tl1le Israel, dispersed through all lands,
enduring the captivity of death, but" prisoners 01 hope," listening for
the "voice of the Archangel and the trump of God." Then shall
the earth Cl<st forth her dead, and all shall come forth, and rejoin the
souls from which they havc bcen so long divorced; and then shall
be joy amollg thc angels of God, to welcome home to Zion the children
of that long and dark captivity. They" return and come to Zion
with songs, Hnd everlasting joy upon their heads." Thcy are clothed
in the white raiment of their Redeemer's righteousness. The shout
of victory, and pr:1isc, and gladness is hcard from every heart. Rank
upon rank, a houndless congregation, they press towards" the throne
of God aud the Lamb," to " show forth the praises of Him Who called
them out of darkness iuto His marvellous light." It is the "royal
priesthood, the holy llation," gathered out of ali nations, and people,
and kindred, a"d tongues. Tile Lord of Glory, having finished Hi.
work, begins that endless Sabbath. His Church "wit.hout spot or
wrinkle," walking with Him" in white," keeps holy that long-hopedfor day of eternal rest. They are "joint heirs with Christ"; He,
" glorified in them"; they, glorified in Him. His joy is in beholding
in them " the tl'<1vail of His souI "; th.eir joy is in beholding in Him
" the author and finisher of their faith," and their portion for ever.
Oh, what believer would wake the sleep of a brotheT in Clll'ist-sleeping
in death t.ill the last trump of that day of days shall call him; till he
can rise in that great communion and fellowship, and begin that
Sabbath! No, beloved one, \\'e will wait in hope. Sleep on, in t.hy
silent, lowly bed, till this stormy sea is past, and the war of sin and
hell is ended, and the last vial of wrath is poured upon the earth..
Come not again to us, till we are ready to mowlt with thee to the
hcavenly gates. The time is short. The day will soon break. Farewell, precious one, till then!
But St. Paul has an exhortation for the living, founded on the
assurance of that day: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord;
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
With such perfect redemption in view, such a day in prospect--an
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inheritance of life eternal, for body and soul, in the glory of Godshall anything move you from the steadfast, unshaken setting of
your hearts and the earnest devotion of your lives to the obedience
of Christ 1 Shall any temptations seduce, any trials discourage, any
wrath of man affright you, from the patient continuance in well-doing;
knowing, as you do, that not the least moment of your labour, 0]'
trial, or patience, or suffering, shall be in vain in the Lord; that all
willI'ipen unto, and that all will bring forth fruit abundantly in that
great harvest. The Lord strengthen us thus to abide, seeking our
rest not here, on these troubled waves, this open sea, where all winds
blow and rage, but in that haven where only the anchor of the soul is
cast, and where remaineth the rest of the people of God. Amen.
TARSUS.
'fHE Apostle Paul truly said he was" a citizen of no mean city," for,
in his days, Tarsus, the chief town in Cilicia, was not only the most
wealthy and important town in Asia Minor, but renowned for its
culture. Strabo, the geographer, lived here for some time during
Paul's youth, and has left us a full description of this then beautiful
city.
Here Paul was born of Jewish parents who were also Roman citizens.
How they became such, we do not really know. During their lifetime
Cilicia was, for a while, under the rule of Mark Antony, the Triumvir,
who made Tarsus a " free city," i.e., having its own municipal constitution, its senate (court of aldermen), common council, etc., but this
would not constitute the inhnbitants "Romans." AntollY also
decreed the restoration of freedom to the slaves there, and among these
were many Jews. Paul's parents may have been among these, and it
was a common thing to admit freed men to Roman citizenship.
At the age of thirteen a Jewish boy became what was called" a SOll
of the Commandment" or "of the Torah," and had to observe the
ordinances and attend the feasts at Jerusalem. It was most likely at
that time Paul went to Jemsalem, where for some years he studied in
the "school" of the celebrated Rabbi Gamaliel, returning home to
Tarsus.
Of the three great centres of Greek thought and knowledge (T~.rsus.
Athens, and Alexandria), Tarsus was the most imporhmt, and there
\yere as many men in Rome who had been trained at Tarsus as at the
other seats of learning. Of the philosophic schools there, the Stoic
was the most numerous, and many of their teachers were world-famous.
Whether Paul attended this University (as we would call it) we know
not, but we do know that he was well versed in Stoic literature and
Stoic poetry. Later on, when he addressed the Athenians (Acts xvii.
22-32), who were chiefly Stoic, he purposely adopted their modes of
expression, and quoted two of their poets.
Aratus (circ. B.C. 270) was born near Tarsus, and had become famous
before Paul's time. Like all Stoics he was It Pantheist, -ancl "the
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passage from which St. Paul quotes the few pregnant words, 'We also
are His offspring,' is remarkable as one of the noblest utterances of
that Pantheistic faith :, From Zeus (God) begiD we; Dever let us leave
His Name untold. With Him, with Zeus, are fillen
A 11 paths we tread, and a.ll the marts of men;
Filled, teo, the sea, a.nd every creek and bay;

And all in all things need we help of Zeus,
For we, too, are His offspring.'

Phrnnomena 1-5."

-(Plnmptre).
'1'he other poet Paul quoted was Cleanthes. "Heathen devotion
seldom or never soars higher than in the sublime hymn of Cleanthes.
, Thine offspring are we,' so he addresses the Supreme Being, ' therefore
, "rill I hymn Thy praises and sing Thy might for ever. Thee all this
universe which rolls about the ea.rth obeys, wheresoever Thou dost
guide it, and gladly owns Thy sway.' . . . 'Unhappy they, who ever
craving the possession of good things, yet have no eyes or ears for
the universal law of God, by wise obedience whereunto they might
lead a noble life.' 'Do Thou, Father, banish fell ignorance from our
soul, and grant us wisdom, whereon relying Thou rulest all things
",ith justice, that being honoured, we with honour may requite Thee,
as beseemeth mortal man: since neither men nor gO(t~ have any nobler
task than duly to praise the universal l"w for aye.' . . . Stoic dogma
empties Stoic hymnology of half its sublimity and more than half its
devoutness. The II"ther in heaven, we learn, is no personal Being,
all righteous and all holy, of Whose loving care the purest love of an
earthly parent is but a shadowy counterfeit. He-or It-is only
another name for nat.ure, for necessity, for fate, for the universe"
(Bishop Lightfoot).
Now it has been suggested that it was at Tarsus that Paul made
the acquaintance of Barnabas. The latter was a Levite of Cypms,
evidently of wealthy parents, and would as naturally be sent to the
" University" of Tarsus as an English boy in the sixteeuth century
would haye been sent to Oxford or Cambridge. At Tarsus, Barnabas
would join those of his own racc and faith, and he and Paul would
attend the same synagoguc. (The number of Jews in Tarsus would
hardly necessitate more than one).
Thus "au early acquaintance between the two was antecedently
probablc. And when the two names are first brought together in the
history of the Apostolic Church, there are, it is obvious, signs, not to
be mistaken, of early and intimate friendship. When all other members
of the Church at Jerusalem shrank in fear from the conyerted persecutor, lest what appeared to be a true conversion should be but the
insidious strategy of antagonism, it was Barnabas who took him to
the Apostles and declared unto them 'how he had seen the Lord ill
the way' (Acts LX. 27), as though able, from personal knowledge, to
guarantee the sincerity of a nature which he knew to be incapable of
baseness" (Plumptre).
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Then Paul, we are told, whilst he remained at Jerusalem, "spake
boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the
Grecians." By "Grecians" are meant "Hellenists" or Grcekspeaking Jews, and not natives of Greece or Gentiles generally.
Although all the Jews at Jerus"lem would worship at the Temple,
they had a great number of synagogues, and among these thore was
one (Acts vi. 9) where Grecians would meet and, among others, " them
of Cilicia and Asia." Paul, as a Grecian, attended this synagogue, and
here joined in the disputes with Stcphen, whom he assisted to murder.
But now, converted by the grace of God, he again disputes in thi"
synagogue and boldly" preached the faith which once he destroyed,"
with the result that" they went about to slay him." So the brethren
took him to C::esarea and sent him to Tarsus. Here he remained several
years, preaching the Gospel and founding churches in the country
ronnd.
It must have been at this time these churches were formed, for, ill
his "first" missionary journey, Paul (with Barnabas) did not visit
Cilicia'or any part of it. Yet in his next journey (with Silus) we are
told "he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches ..
(Acts XY. 41). This is, in all probability, the last time Paul was e>ol'
at Tarsus.
Whilst Paul was thus occupied at Tarsus and its neighbourhood,
those who "were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose
about Stephen," "went everywhere preaching the "Vord," with such
wonderful results that it came to the ears of the Apostles and the
Church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas--" for he was a good
man and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith "-as their representative
to these converts as far as to Antioch. Here his mission was so blessed
of God that not only were the disciples there confirmed in their faith,
but also" much people were added unto the Lord." Now Barnabns
found the work too much for him alone, and here comes the remarkable
fact, that instead of sending to the ehurch at Jerusalem for assistance,
as we would naturally suppose he would, he "departed to Tarsn.,.
for to seek Saul; and when he had fotmd him, he brought him untO
Antioch."
,
Here they laboured together-together they took to Jerusalem the
alms contributed by the Christians at Antioch to relieve the distress
among their brethren at Jerusalem-together they were separated by
the Holy Ghost to go on that wonderful missionary joumey in Acts
xiii. and xiv.-and together visited Jerusalem again to plead the cause
of the Gentiles in the dispute about circumcision.
" Even the' sharp contention,' the' paroxysm' of alienation which
at last divided them (Acts xv. 39) would hardly have been possible
but for the depth of tender affection in those who in their youth
had been comrades together and felt that there is no chasm so hard
to bridge over as that which yawns between the hearts of divided
friends" (Plnmptre).
Not far from Tarsus stood a famous temple of lEsculapins (the
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heathen god of medicine). Here the sick came to pray for their
recovery and consult the physician-priests. Such temples, in thoe"
days, answered to some extent to our hospitals. 'farsus and the
whole neighbourhood was famous for its physicians, and hither students
from Asia and even Italy would naturally be drawJl.
Whether it be so or not, it is quite possible that Luke was among
these students, and at Tarsus made Paul's acquaintance. " Possible"
is all we can say, as we really know nothing about Luke, excepting
that he was a physician. Yet, in Acts xvi. 10, where he changes the
narrative from the third to the first person, it is, as it were, with the
naturalness of one who had met an old friend and joined him in his
travels.
Tarsus was the birthplace of the great Apostle Paul, who did more
than any other, by the grace of God, to spread abroad the knowlcdg"
of Christ and to found Christian churches. And at Tarsus in A.D. 363
was buried in a magnificent sepulchre the Emperor Julian, the Apostate,
who most actively spent the whole of his short reign in trying to'stmnp
out all Christianity and re-establish Paganism.
But we have the promise of the Lord Jesus HimseU that against His
Church the gates of hell shall never prevail.
N
EMO.

JESUS EVERYWHERE.
MORE than once I have been led to meditations on the walk to Emmaus
in the pages of this dear Magazine. There is an ever-increasing unfolding of sweetness in the circumstances. I have just scen some
suggestions given by a beloved spirit-tanght friend who is a deep
student of God's Word. They are so full of comfort to me that I would
fain pass them on under the Holy Spirit's guidance, without whieh all
is frnitless. May my dear readers share my comfort and scatter the
good seed; so shall we indeed be "workers together" ill the One
Family.
The leading thought in these suggestions is "Jesus Everywhere."
Do not our hearts rejoice in this as we go out, come in, embark on fresh
enterprises, encounter un congenial circumstances, start to fresh places
near home or abroad. Jesus Everywhere. This feature is brought out
in this beautiful chapter (St. Luke xxiv.) in five different places.
Jesns Everywhere, by the way, ill all the Scripturcs, ill the home, in
the midst, and in heaven. Let us just glance at these points, and
glancing rejoice.
I.-By the way (verse 15). We read that these two disciples
were walking together in the country on the Resunection Day.
They were going from Jerusalem to Emmaus. And as they walked
they talked as friends will during their walk. Another Friend,
the very One they had been talking of, joined them, "but their eyes
were holden that they should not know Him." He came to them by
the way. Does He not now come to liS as we hold converse with dear
children of God ~ He is interested in what we are talking abont, for
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we are His friends, nay more, His own Blood-bought ones.; thus we
belong to His circle. All that interests us interests Him, and, dear
readers, may we not also say all that interests Him interests US? He
draws near tc join in our fellowship, to hearken to all we say, and to
take part in the conversation. Especially does He notice when we are
sad or perpleJ'ed. He looked upon these two disciples with sym·
pathetic eyes and inquired, "What manner of communications are
these that ye have one to another, as ye walk and are sad?" One
can imagine the joy-light in His eyes as He list<lned to them; for was
it not His Resurrection Day 1
He is with nS in the way and by the way continually. Don't imagine
you are alone, dear Christ-loving soul; for He is with you. And don't
imagine no one cares; for He is watching, watching closely, and when
He sees thee sad 01' perplexed, He asks, "Why?" He listens and
gently comfoTts and guides.
2.-Jesus is in all the Scriptures. On this occasion" He expounded
unto them in all the Scriptures the things conceming Himself"
(verse 27). This is what the beloved of the Lord desire moTe than all
the wOTld to see Him in all the Scriptures, as we Tead. Thus seeing
Him we have moTe imd more joy, and say with the Psalmist, " I rejoice
at Thy Word, as one that findeth great spoiL" For Jesus is in all the
Scriptures. He" looketh forth at the windows, showing Himself
through the lattice." He Himself said, " Se8.reh the Scriptures . . .
they testify of Me."
.: Abide with me from morn till eve,
For without rrhee I cannot live,"

No, the soul united to Him cannot rest apart from Him.
"From the best bliss that eartb imparts.
I turn unfilled to Thee again."
So when He reveals Himself in all the Scriptures, the ransomed soul
finds the joy which no man can take away. It revels in "green
pastures" where the world sees only dreary wilderness. It dwells in
" the secret place of the Most High," and in this sacred tryst" He will
then show them His Covenant," His everlasting Covenant, "ordered
in all things and sure." Thus," I shall not want. He maketh me to
lie down in green pastures, He leadeth me beside the still waters." I
know that though I walk through the valley of the shadow, and though
there will be the presence of enemies, yet goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life, and that, seeing Jesns everywhere
here in all His dealings with me and in all His Word, I shall" dwell in
the house of the Lord" and see Him face to face with joy for ever.
3.-Jesus in the home (see verse 29). He went in the honse and sat
at meat with them, and as He blessed and brake and gave, "their
eyes were opened, and they knew Him." I think that must-have been
wonderful rapture, rapture too great for mortal vision. "He vanished
out of their sight." Is it not so with us, dear reader? Do we not
in our homes here, when He feeds our souls, blesses and breaks and
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glties, do we not feel overpowered at times with the sweetness of all
that He gives us ~ He vanishes, so to speak, out of sight, but He is
still with us. We shall see Him again (as they did) and our hearts
shall rejoice. Remember how He said to His disciples, "I have yet
many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now." So with
the sight of Himself. He will not dazzle or overwhelm. us. No, He
considers our frames and remembers we are dust-dust, but His gold
dust, so precious to Him.
i.-Jesus in the midst. He had not left His disciples, though He
had vanished from the sight of these two in the home. "In the same
hour" (verse 35) they returned to Jerusalem, and as they talked
together with the rest, testifying t,hat they had seen Him, "as they
thus spake Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them." And their eyes
agaiu beheld Him, beheld the radiant face of their beloved, risen,
living Lord. So is it with ns. He is with us, amongst us, amidst us,
by the side of us, and talking with us. Wherever His loved are
together, speaking of Him and to Him, He Himself (I love that word
Himself) is in the midst. This is the sweet bond of union that never,
never shall be broken. Even if we don't see, "Blessed are they that have
not seen (not seen all His proofs and purposes) and yet have believed."
5.-Finally, Jes·us in Heaven. In verse 51 we read, "He was
parted fmm them and carried up into heaven." While He blessed He
was parted fmm them. Dear reader, He will not rest with an un·
finished blessing. He is still blessing, and when we see Him again He
will still bless. Think of His next appearance to St. John in Patmos,
"the same Jesus." Considering-remembering; for His dear servant
fell at His feet as dead, but He laid His right hand upon him, the hand
of strength, and His first words were, "Fear not."
We know He is in heaven. Our loved Q11eS gone before behold Him.
They see Him face to face and rejoice. In Rev. v. 6 we read, "I
beheld, and 10, in the midst of the throne . . . stood a Lamb as it
had been slain." In the midst there as He was in the little group who
were discussing the Resurrection. In the midst on the Cross (St. John
xi"". 18), and in the midst in glory" as a Lamb as it had been slain,"
still bearing the marks of redemption.
Dear child of God, " The light of the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord (is) in the face of Jesus Christ," and of the glory we read (Rev. xxii.
3), " The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants
shall serve Him; and they shall see His face." "The blessed redeemed
ones not only see His face, but" they shall reign for ever and ever,"
the Saviour and the saved, the Lamb and His servants together" for
ever and ever," Jesus in the midst, Jesus always.
Thus Jesus is everywhere-by the way-in all the Scriptures-in the
home-in the midst-and in heaven, the prepared home, prepared by
the loving beart and hands of Jesus.
11

Loved when we sing the Rlad new song

With all the happy ransomed throngFor ever loved."

NETTlE.
12
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CHRIST THE ETERNAL WORD.
THE FIRST CEIAPTER

OF

THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.

THIS Epistle is the golden key placed into our hands by the Holy
Spirit to enable us to unlock the Book of Leviticus. We shall for this
reason expect to find the key exactly fitting the lock. The cor·
respondence is beautifully manifested in the opening words of each
Book. The third Book of Moses opens thus: "And the Lord called
unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them . . . ."
Here are five words conveying to us the fact that what Moses received
from the mouth of God he was to speak to Israel. Moses was thus
constituted a speaker for God; his words having all the a.uthority of a
Divine utterance.
By an exact hal'mony the Epistle to the Hebrews opens in the same
maliller, and with a sinlilar abruptness. "God, \Vho at slUldry timC8
and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son." Then
the word said or saith occurs four further times in the first chapter:
and spolcen or said five times in the second chapter.
The Book of Leviticus consists almost entirely of the spoken words
of God. Of its twenty-seven chapters, twenty-three are wholly God's
words spoken to Moses. Two other chapters are partly the words of
God; and two chapters are historical. The words "speak, said,
saying," or their equivalents, occur one hUlldred and forty-eight times.
The same feature marks the Epistle to the Hebrews. The words
"say, saying, said, spake, spoken," occur sixty times. There are,
moreover, thirty-two actual quotations from the Old Testament, III
addition to an equal number of references thereto. To this it may be
added that each chapter in this Epistle contains one or more of these
words; and also one or more direct quotations from the Old Testament. It n'"y aho be further named that, as this Epistle opens by
giving us 1V0rds of grace from the lips of God, it closes by God exhorting us to give to Hinl the fruit of our lips as a 10Vlllg and reverent
sacrifice of praise. His glory shines in every word of His grace: it is
therefore meet that every word of our praise should sing His glory.
It is also to be noticed that in this Epistle, which is an unfolding of
the excelling glory of the Lord Jesus, the Holy Ghost expressly claims
to be the Divine Author of the Scriptures of the Old Testament.
Though written" at sundry times" and by different penmen, He is
the Writer. The claim is made three times; alld in view of the
inlmense importance of the fact, the claim is here given in His OWlI
words: "Wherefore, as the Holy Ghost saith" (iii. 7). "The Holy
G!lOst this signifying "(ix. 8). "The Holy Ghost is a witness to us"
(x. 15). In these three brief expressions we have the threefold
intention of the Eternal Author: speaking, manifesting, and testifying.
Well, therefore, may we bow at the threshold of such a Book, and ask
for the lowly and obedient faith necessary to read it aright, and for

The Gospel. Magazine

171

the removal of every veil that obscures the glory of the Person of
Whom it writes.
It is impossible to a devout mind to read the Book of Leviticus
without realizing the presence of Onc Who cannot look upon sin
The commands, the prohibitions, the denunciations, thc penalties,
with regard to sin; and not less the sacrifices, the offerings, the
deansings, and the detailed ritual connected with the putting away
of sin: all testify of the holiness of Him Who speaks. And it is
equally impossible to one who by the Holy Spirit has been taught the
exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the sweetness of Gospel forgiveness,
to read the Epistle to the Hebrews without rejoicing, when so e""bled.
in the One Sacrifice which has for ever put away SiD, aud rendered the
old ritual effete and of no avail.
This Epistle, then, opening with a Divine abruptness, commands all
obedient hearing of the Eternal Speaker. "God, Who at sundry
times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son." The
oontrast is between the inspired prophets and the Eternal Son, the
Word. It is most important to bear in mind that the prophets wm'c
not the authors of the words they wrote, but the writers of the words
God spake through them. Thus" the law was given by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." The mind of God was revealed
in old time in "several portions" and in "differing ways." From
Moses to Malachi GJd unfolded His eternal counsels to and by " holy
men of GJd," who" spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
And thus when the beloved apostle from his prison in Patmos was
commanded to write the words his Master spake to him, the Holy
Spirit made those words His own by saying at the end of each of the
seven messages: "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit.
..aitk unto the churches." John writcs what Jesus speaks: the
Spirit speaks the message John has written.
This Epistle thus, Oil its threshold, and in every part of it, distinctly
claims for the entire Old Testament Scriptures an absolute and
infallible inspiration; and in so doing claims Divine authority. Who"ver wrote in days of old, it was God Who spake. Prophets, kings,
shepherds, herdsmen; poor, rich, unlearned, wise: all were equally
writers of the counsels of God, unfolding the will and purpose of God.
Holv Scripture is the translation of the infinite and eternal thoughts
of God into human words: the unfathomable truth of God unfolded
to the finite mind of man. This is its claim-a claim joyfully and
thankfully acknowledged by all who have felt its power and tasted
its sweetness.
"G,:,d spake in divers manners." "And He said, Hear now My
words. If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make Myself
known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. My
servant M'lses is not so, who is faithful in all Mine house. With him
will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark
speeches" (Numbers xii. 6-8). But if Jehovah placed this signal
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honour npon Moses, beyond other prophets at that time, how much
greater the glory of the Speaker when He speaks by His Son! "Moses
verily was faithful as a servant: but Ohrist as a Son." The greateT
glory, therefore, attaches to Jesus. The faithful servant failed;
there cannot be flaw or failure in the Son. And therefore both Moses
,wd Elijah in the holy mount must be silent when the Father testifies:
" This is My Beloved Son; hea,. Him."
The three disciples also must be silent while listening to the heaven],testimony; but after the resurrection Peter was free to speak of it.
.• For ~10ses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the LOTd your
God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; Him shall ye
hear."

God also spake iu days of old iu cloud and fire, in thunder and earthquake, in justice and wrath. He spake from Sinai in a law of fire;
and the forbiddiug mountain, while itself trembled and Moses quaked,
compelled a hearing.
But" in these last days" He speaks to us by a Son-the Word, the
Speaker. With all the attributes of Godhead, Himself the Eternal
God, the Oreator of the worlds, He speaks with an authority more
compelling than the smoke and tempest of Sinai, and with an allattracting sweetness and power. Even His enemies were made to
confess His Godhead. The officers sent to arrest Him retumed with a
testimony they were unable to withhold: "Man never spake like
this Mctn ! "
No other speaker, thongh commissioned of God to speak, could nse
language like this: "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words
shall not pass away." With majesty eternal and divine He lookerl
beyond all human history and cfLlled His words His Own.
Cr·icklewood.

WlLLIAM \YILEMA:\,.

RIOHARD DORE'S LABOUR OF LOVE.
RICHARD DaRE said that be found that when he ceased to pray for
the people of God, his soul ceased to prosper. He watched in his own
heart the goings of Jesus, tbe leadings of his Guide. His calling and
election were made sure, so that he was delivered from that bondage
ill which many a deal' saint has for years been kept, of seeing in his
languishings and miseries, marks of reprobation. He believed to the
saving of his soul, but he loved to feel the springings-up and goingsforth in love, and praise, and desire, that must come from the hand of
the Lord, and so when he felt himself" otherwise minded" he begged
that a cause might be revealed to him. It was indeed the work of God
that he should find life in praying for the saints. Time had been
when his fellow-worshippers looked coldly on him and scarce" believed
that he was a disciple." For one thing his wife said wrong and unkind
things of him, and for that and perhaps other reasons he was left to
himself. But he still went to the house of God, if not in company,
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alone. One day he was making his way up the aisle, unnoticed as usual,
when the words came to him from heaven, "They shall Imow that
I have loved thee," and Ilis latter days were better than his beginnings.
He gradually became very deaf, but still was" an attendant if not a
hearer" in the house of God. A friend would show him the text, and
so sweet and ample would be his meditation on it, that he lacked
nothing, although he had not heard a word. Thus he would go home,
",ud no doubt thank God for the communion of saints, and from out of
his heart on their behalf he would pray as thc burden lay upon him,
"0 Lord, save Thy people and bless thine inheritance: feed them also
and lift them up for ever." There must have been some who have
obeyed the Lord's injw.ctiou and have" prayed always with all prayer
and supplication in the spirit and have watched thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints." Paul made no secret
of the fact that he was always at the throne of the heavenly grace.
He " did not cease to pray" for the Colossians. He" prayed always"
for the Thessalonians that God "would count thenl worthy of this
calling and fulfil all the good pleasure of His goodness, and the work of
faith with power" "Always in every prayer" for the Philippians he
made request with joy. The first thing he did when he wrote to the
Romans was to "thank God" £C'r them, the God Who 'was his Witness,
that without ceasing he made mention of thcm always in his prayers ;
for he longed to sec them. His own desires for himself were such that
he felt that he was not sufficient of himself to preach so much as one
sermon. He was clogged and fettered, and his own shortcomings dis·
couraged him. But his brethren might pray for him, and if they did,
God would hear them for "utterance" and success in the Gospel, for
the furthering of the word and Imowledge of God, for the upholding
and profiting of the saints. But he had private longings as ,wll. He
wanted to go and see Philemon. He had" great joy and consolation
in his love," and he thanked God and made mention of him always in
his prayers. He hoped that Philemon would pray that a way might be
illude, and then Paul could tmst that through those prayers he wo~ld
be given to him. We might think that as prayers are acceptable and
and answered only through Jesus, it does not matter who prays them.
But God has joined some things together that we may not put asunder.
What sweet fellowship th"t would be-when Paul had longed and
Philemon had prayed. One of them might have chased a thousand,
but two would put ten thousand to flight. Paul would labour and
travel, Philemon watch and wait, and they that tarry at home (the
women, that is) divide the spoil. It would be nice to Imow exactly
what that means, that God" turned the captivity of Job when he
prayed for his friends." Perhaps it was that after long regarding tbe
motes that were in his brothers' eyes, the Spirit was poured out from
on high. His fault·finding with them gave place to supplicati:ng for
them, and his own beam was gone. Any way, the Lord turned the
captivity of Job when he prayed for his friends, and it 'U'as turned.
FOLLOWER-ON.

•

174

The Gospel Magazine
TRUE SPIRITUAL REVIVAL.

By

MR.

H. C.

PERMIT.

AT the Ni.nth Annual :Meeting of Evangelical lay Chtlrchmen, hcld in
the Church House, Westminster, on Saturday, Feb. 18th last, Mr. H. C.
Perrott delivered the following excellent speech on Truc Spiritual
Revival. He said:There is only one point that I want to emphasize this afternoon,
and it is this-that all true spiritual revival involves a return to first
principles. For spiritual blindness and spiritual deadness the remedy
is alike the same. To this, history bears witness, and in particular the
history of the two greatest revivals that this conntry has ever witnessed, the Reformation and the Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth
century. Of this return there are three phases, the proclamation of
fundamental trnth, the apptehension of fundamental trnth, and the
adherence to fundamental tl1lth.
First of all there is the proclamation of fundamental truth. By
fundamental trnth I mean such great doctrines as the Sovereignty of
God (the dominant note of Calvinism), the all-sufficiency of Chl'ist,
and the insufficiency of man. They arc doctrines which SOIDId forth
from every page of our Prayer Book and are echoed in all the utterances
of the early Evangelical fathers. "Oh! the righteousness of J esUB
Christ," exclaimed George Whitfield, " I must be excused if I mention
it in everyone of my sermons." And again: "If the Pope would
lend me his pulpit, I would gladly take it to proclai.nl the righteousnea6
of Christ."
Secondly, there must be the apprehension of fundamental truth. In
considering our modern revivals we frequently have to lament their
lack of permanence. If spiritual revival is to be permanent, there
mnst be apprehension of the principles on which that reviYBl is based.
Onc of the most remarkable characteristics of the Reformation is the
clearness with which the great tl1lths illlderlying it were apprehended
not only by the leaders, but also by the rank and file. To this fact the
annals of the martyrs as recol'ded by Foxe bear consistent witness.
But if there is to be a clear apprehension of vital principles, those
principles must be sharply defined. In these days we shrillk from
clean-cut doctrines, but there was never a ti.nle when it was morc
necessary for the truth to stand ont in the clearest contrast from the
false doctrines which have caused the decline. Wc must know not
only the grounds of our faith, but we must Jrnow also where the other
faiths fail. Truth not only unites; it divides, and there is a clear
line of division. The great danger of bodies like the Student Christian
Movement, which embrace every shade of religious opinion, is that they
blur the outlines and blend black and white in a nebulous grey. In
the continual effort to understand and appreciate the doctrinal standpoint of others it is fatally easy to forget our own. We need men of
strong conviction, and if revival is to come it can only come, humanly
speaking, through men of strong conviction, men whose convictioDs
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are based on Holy Scripturc, revealed by the Holy Ghost; in the
words of CromwelI, " men who love what they fight for, and love what
they know." We are not fond of that word "fight." So many
Evangelicals object to controversy because they consider it unChristian. Yet it is a duty plainly enjoined upon us by the SCl'iptures,
and fidelity to truth is not necessarily incompatible with Christian
charity. Only a few weeks ago I had the privilege of presiding at a
lecture given by Mr. Kensit. I had never heard him before, and the
fact which impressed me most of all was the spirit of brotherly love,
combined with unflinching faithfulness, with which he disarmed the
opposition. It was a triumph of Christian courtesy.
'fhirdly, it is no~ sufficient to apprehend fundamental truth. There
must be adherence to it whatever the cost. Fundamental truth
never has been and never will be acceptable to the world at large, and
the great temptation to Churches and to individual Christians in
thelle latter days is to compromise the Truth of God in order to win
the world. It is a temptation which comes by varied ways. To the
individual it comes in the realization that adherence to the old
doctrines may mean isolation, the severance of personal friendships,
misrepresent'ttion, even calumny.
'fo Churches and to great
societies it comes in an even more subtle guise, in the veiled
insinuation that the old truths make no appeal to the rising generation,
and that to Cling to them will involve decreased subscriptions, fewer
offers of service, and lessened spheres of work. And so we waver;
the cost is too great. Is it not because we shrink from the cost that
Tevival is delayed 1 There is an unalterable law in the spiritual wOTld
that conflict and suffering are not only the condition precedent, they
are the very measure of success. True it is that he who sows reaps.
It is only those who sow in tears that reap in joy. The tears, and
that for which the tears stand, agonia, are the essence of the promise.
May God give us grace to realize that above the Church, above our
oJ'ganizations, above even Christian unity, there is one thing that
matters supremely, and that is the Truth of God.

QUESTIONS PROPOUNDED IN HOLY WRIT.-XI.
" Who shall separate us .from the 10'l;e of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, "r peril, or sword? "
-ROM. viii. 35.
THiS epistle, addressed" To all that be in Rome, beloved of God," etc.,
is a wonderful example of Divine instruction given in the Scriptures
concerning the great truths of the Covenant of Grace, and witnessed
by God's people in all ages. Hence God's gracious design for teaching
them the wondrous plan of salvation by His everlasting love to them
in our Lord and Saviour Jesns Christ, and by the sanctification of God
the Holy Ghost. The blessed operations of each person of the Godhead
are seen all through this letter to the apostle's brethren which were at
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Rome. These are confirming truths for the children of God. The
8th chapter commences with a declaration of the signs of discipleship-"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit" (verse 1).
The first words of the text contain a declaration in the form of ",
question, concerning the immutability of the love of Christ to Hi"
members, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1" Here
is an appeal to persons, then a sevenfold question follows appealing
to opposing principles; but all are significant of the completeness of
Christ's members with Him. "Once in Him, in Him for ever, Thus the
eternal Covenant stands." "Shall tribulation separate us from the
love of Ohrist 1 "
Trihulation, so far from being a cause of separation from the love
of Christ is, to the election of grace, an evidence of His undying love.
See our Lord's words to His disciples, John xvi. 33: "In the world
ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome
the world."
~~:Here is Divine consolation for poor helpless convinced sinnsrs.
.. The souls that would to Jesus press
Must fix this firm and sure;
That tribulation more or less,

They must and shall endure."

(Hart,)

It is in these affiictive dispensations that God is pleased graciously,
by His Holy Spirit, to bring to a knowledge of the truth contained in
the 28th verse :" And we Imow that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are called according to his purpose."
Shall distress separate us from the 10 ve of Christ 1 The spiritual
distress of God's children is vitally different from that of the unregenerate, inasmuch as in their case it is sanctified distress.
" It is good for me that I have been affiicted; that I might lellrn
Thy statutes."-(Psalm cxix. 71).
Shall persecution separate us from the love of Christ 1 Persecution
in a greater or less degree is the common lot of the followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Here again is a blessed evidence of union witb
Him, for He said to His disciples, "If ye were of the world, the world
would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said lUlto you, The servant is not greater than hill
lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if
they have kept My sayings, they will keep yours also." (See John
x:v. 19 and 20.)
Read the history of the persecution of God's people by that monster
of iniquity and cruelty the Papacy, and see the wonders of supporting
grace vouchsafed to the godly martyrs. Persecution comes from Satan,
that arch enemy and hater of Jesus Chrillt and of His Church infused
by him into man at the fall.
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Sball tribulation, or distress,
Or pain, or persecution's sword,
Sball Satan rob us of our peace,
Or prove too mighty for the Lord?
Founded in Christ, secure we stand,
His love will order all thiugs well;
We soon shall gain the promised land.
Trinmpbant o'er the powers of hell.
The saints at all times are secure
In Jesus' everlasting love;
Through Him they shan all storms endure,
And with Him reign enthralled above." (Toplac1)·.)

Shall famine separate us from the love of Christ 1 A literal state of
famine is here stated as typical of famine spiritual, viz., a famine of
the Bread of life and Water of life. When God is pleased to withhold
for a time a sensible enjoyment of spiritual meat and drink, the soul
languishes and faints, beautifully described by the Psalmist in Psalms
lxxxiv. 2, and cxix. 81.
"My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord:
my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God."
" My soul fainteth for Thy salvation: but I hope in Thy Word."
, If we are members of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall have a lih
experience, but blessed be His Holy Name He will keep us alive in
famine as evidence of our interest in His love. See His precious
words of comfort and encouragement in Matthew v. 6.
" Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousne3S :
for they shall be filled."
Shall nakedness separate us from the love of Chr.st 1
It is the blessed office of the Holy Spirit to convince us of our nakedness spiritually l:efore God. Under His gracious operations we are
brought to know and feel our nakedness and utter destitution, and
that as poor, guilty sinners, the demands of His just and holy law
must be satisfied, sin atoned for, and our souls clothed in the robe of
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Before God the Father can
look upon us in mercy a ransom must be found in the Person of His
only begotten and well-beloved Son. For all whom the Father gave
to Him He became incarnate, partaking of their nature, sin excepted,
was obedient unto death, fulfilling the law for them, atoned for their
sins by the shedding of His precious blood, clothed them with the robe
of His righteousness, making them meet to dwell with Him in eternal
glory whither He is now ascended as their Advocate and Intercessor
at the Father's right hand. We find this typified all through the
Old Testament, commencing at Genesis iii. 21.
"Unto Adam algo and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of
skins. and clothed them," pointing to a sacrifice for sin by the shedding
of blood.
Shall peril separate us from the love of Christ 1
The Apostle Paul, the writer of these words, by the inspiration of the
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Holy Spirit, endured many perils for His beloved Master's sake. See
the long catalogue of them recorded in 2 Corinthians xi. 24-27, which
stand out prominently as so many evidences of the inseparable love
of Christ to him. In 2 Timothy iii. 1-7, Paul describes the perilous
times of the last days in which evidently our lot is cast, judging from
the fulfilment of his declarations; for spiritual wickedness and perils
abound on every hand, and Satan is busy sowing discord amongst the
children of God. These solemn things indicate the need for the
spirit of prayer and supplication that He would keep His people from
the awful heresies so prevalent.
What an unspeakable mercy to be kept in the love of Christ, and in
the simplicity that is in Him.
" My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. I am for
peace; but when I speak, they are for war" (Psalm cxx. 6, 7).
" And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men;
for all men have not faith."
"But the Lord is faithful, Who shall stablish you, and keep you from
evil" (2 Thess. iii. 2, 3).
Shall the sword separate us from the love of Christ 1 The sword
of God's righteous indignation and judgment against our sins would
have separated us from the love of Christ had He not paid the
penalty due for the sins of His Chureh by the shedding of His precious
blood, and by enduring our punishment by the sword of God's just.ice.
The succeeding verses of this 8th of Romans are a further marvellous
and grand declaration of the immutable love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (See verses 36-39.)
What an infinite mercy to have a good hope through grace of an
interest in these foundation truths of salvation-Everlasting ~,
Redeeming Blood, and Sanctifying awl Keeping Grace.
"0 groundless deeps! 0 love beyond degree I

Th' Offended dies to set tb' offender free."

St. Leonards-on-Sea.

(Quarles.)

EBENEZER CAlm.
~~--~=---====

A REMARKABLE WILL.
MISS J ANE LOUISA SPROULE, of Cartrontroy, Athlone, county
Westmeath, who died on Nov. 26 last, left personal property in England
and Ireland valued at £7735, of which £4951 is in England. The
testatrix left ;£500 to the Methodist Open-air Mission in Ireland.
£1500 to the trustees of the Athlone circuit of the Methodist Church
in Ireland for the furtherance of the work of God in Athlone and the
immediate district, provided that the Methodist minister for the time
being holds and teaches the full inspiration and Divine infallibility of
the Holy Scriptures, including the whole of each of the 39 books of
the Old Testament and the whole of each of the 27 books of the New
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Testament, and the full Deity, true humanity, and infallibility of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the absolute necessity of His atonement, the entire'
corruption of every man by nature as the result of the Fall, the necessity of repentance toward God and of faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ and the experience of the New Birth through the wOl'k of the
Holy Spirit by all who would be saved, the eternal conscious enjoyment
of the saved, and the eternal conscious punishment of the lost.
Contingently one-half to the Methodist Foreign Mission, and one-half
to the Hibernian Auxiliary of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary
Society for their work among lepers,-Daily Telegraph, Feb, 27, 1922,
==='.------'~=~-_.-
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CIRCULATING THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

A1:i estcemed reader who lives in Surrey recently sent us £3 for copies
of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE to be sent to hinIself and to others. We'
found pleasure in sending a list of names to OUI publisher. When
sending this sum our friend wrote as follows: "All readers of the
Magazine will cordially endorse your wish expressed in the last paragraph of the Family Portion (January issue) 'that its circulation may
go on increasing, that its influence for good may be multiplied, [md
that all its financial needs may be supplied.' I find 'rITE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE very attractive, and always look forwaTd to my copy cach
month, and have never been disappointed iD finding just the' portion'
suited to my Deed at the moment. It also makes one feel that in
these dark days there are still a few remaining who hold tenaciously to
the old truths, which are always Dew, fresh, and soul·reviving and
satisfying. The Dew 'beliefs' and 'unbeliefs' of the present day
will not do to live by, they certainly will not do to die by."
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INTERESTING NEWS FROM CANADA.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL NL~GA.ZINE.
DEAR Nb. HOUGHTON,It is very remarkable how unfailingly THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE arrives
at Ollr prairie home. We like to think that a special Providence safe·
guards it over land and sea. Not one has miscarried, and wc have
been over ten years in Alberta.
We hope you are keeping well and also de!!.r Mrs. Houghton and
members of your now grovln-up family. On the 25th of January next
I shall be, if spared, - years of age, of which I hope I may truly sa)'
there have been nearly 40 years of spiritual life.
I wrote to London for Martin Luther's "Bondage of the Will."
Latel)' both my sister and myself have been much interested in readinl;
it for the first time. I am thankful to say we are both quite well.
To-day I have been felling some poplars to be s(\wn up for flrewooi!.
At present there is little snow on the ground. The winter so far
has been the least severe since we have been in Canada. 'Ve had
shortage of rain, and at one time thought there would be no harvest.
Just in time God gave much-needed moisture, and we received in thi!<
district about half the usual crop. How glad we are for the very
favourable conditions-comparatively speaking-of the present winter!
We had 400 below ;;ero several weeks ago, but only for a short spel!.
The water in the well being low, I took a couple of horses and sleigh,
.and hauled water from 'tn adjoining farm, where there is a large sheet
frozen over. The ice being about 11 foot thick, even at that early stage
of the winter, I could drive the team right on to the ice, and with an
axe chop through and dip a pail to fill both barrels. We nse a tankheater in the water for supplying the stock, otherwise there woulrl
be a solid block of ice.
III spite of these severe conditions the stock are out of doors all
winter. My horses have never been stabled since I bought them
years ago, two of them have been with me over ten years. The
dryness of the climate accounts for this circumstance. English damp
mixed with 400 below zero, I believe, would about kill out-right.
Still, I never knew what force there is in that Scripture, " Wbo is able
to abide His frost 1 " till I came to this western land.
We can grow excellent wheat, but nO apple-tree will survive tbe
intense cold.
I suppose you often hear from your son in China. If ever your I"t
should be to dwell far from Britain, you will experience at times that.
"home sickness" which no doubt he by this time has felt. Are we
not, if belonging to Him, often heaven-sick? This world is for the
wilderness wanderer a far-off strand. The people suffered because
of the roughness 0/ the way. And so we are told" we have a house
{and home) not made with hands, eternal in the heavens"! Forty
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years they tented in that great and (,errible wilderness, and so we sing
with lIfontgomery :.. Here in the body peut,
Absent from Him I roam,

Yet nightly pitch my moving tent
A day's march nearer borne."

This is a better home-sickness than the fanner, and so it is written,
"The day of one's death is better than the day of one's birth." I
would not like to be starting out on the first of the 40 years I have
been in the wilderness. How much we may sympathize with the
young mcn warriors and wayfarers! W'hat ground has the veteran
to testify of the Lord's glorious faithfulness! As we sing in that
favourite 91st Psalm, "His faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield
and buckler."
Please find enclosed ten dollars for THE GOSPEl. MAGAZINE, and with
kindest regards from both to yourself and dear Mrs. Houghton and
family,
Believe me,
Y01ll'sin Him,
" The Sheaves," LougheeAi,
A IberIa, Canada.
AHTHVR
January 3rd, 1922,

:J}n j!lllemortam.
THB LATE :MRS. SPONG, OF LO\VESTOFT.
THE Home-call of another of our aged readeTS took place on Jan. 2;>
last after a brief illness. Mrs, Spong, of Lowestoft, had reached the
ripe age of eighty. She was a Strict Baptist" but, being afflicted with
deafness, she was shut off from the privilege of hearing the preached
\Vord, The GOSPEL MAGAZINE, however, was a great comfort to her,
and she always looked forward to its arrival month by month, and
profited by I'eading it. She had been a subscriber for many years.
On Sunday, Jan. 22, the day before she died, she read her favourite
psalm, the one hundred and third. She does not appear to have
thought then that her end was so near, On New Year's morning,
however, when she awoke she said to her niece, "I have had such a
nice New Year's text given me. '\Vhen thou passest through the
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee.''' "So perhaps," she said, "I may go Home soon."
Quite suddenly the call at length came, Her niece writes, "For her
it is perfect rest, I know she is now with Jesus. I could not wish
her back . . . I feel God does all things well." Her I)iece had lived
with !fITS. Spong for twenty-six years, and she feels her loss keenly_
May the Lord Himself comfort and sustain her. We rejoice to be able
to say that Mrs, Spong's niece intends (D,V,) to continue subscribing
to the MAGAZINE.
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l8rotestant iSearon.
PROTESTANT POINTS.

XI.

THE WORSHIP OF IMAGES.-THE CROSS AND CRUCU'IX.

eighth Article of the Creed of Pope Pius the Fourth mns as
follows: "I most firmly assert that the images of Christ, of the Mother
of God, ever virgin, and also of other saints, may be had and retained;
and that due honour and veneration are to be given them."
The Council of 'rrent deereed on the same subject: "We adore
Christ and venerate the saint~, whose likenesses these images bear,
when we kiss them, and uncover our heads in their presence, and
prostrate ourselves."
" Against the use, or rather honible abuse of Images," wrote Archbishop Usher, " to what purpose shall we heap up any testimonies of
Holy Scripture, if the words of the Second Commandment, uttered by
God's own mouth with thundering and lightning upon Mount Sin&i,
be not heard: 'Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image,
nor the likeness of anything that is in heaven above or in the eart·h
beneath, or in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow do"."
to them, nor worship them.' "
AB the Second Commandment so plainly forbids the making 01"
worshipping of images, can it be wondered ut that the Church of Rome
has done her best to hide this commandment of God from her people '~
In most of her catechisms, especially those in use in R.C. countries,
the Second Commandment is entirely omitted, and the number ten
made up by splitting the tenth commandment into two, viz. (ix) "Thou
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife," and (x) " Thou shalt not covet
"thy neighbour's goods."
It may be well, however, to recall one or two other plain Scriptural
demmciations against the making and adoring of images. Lev. xxvi.
1: "Ye shall make you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you
up a standing image, neither shall ye set up any image of stone (R.V.
" any figured stone ") in yonr land, to bow down unto it: for I am
the Lord your God." Dent. xxvii. 15: "Cursed be the man that
maketh any graven or molten image, an abomin"tion unto the Lord,
the work of the hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret
place."
The teaching of the Old Testament on this point is manifestly clear
and explicit; and we know that the Lord Jesus did not abrogate the
moral law contained in the ten commandments. On the contrary,
it is still in force, and is " holy, just, and good" (Rom. vii. 12). The
making for religious worship, the bowing down to images, is a breach
·of the moral law, and brings the transgressor under its condemnation
and curse; and that because" love is the fulfilling of th~ law," and
we cannot truly love God if we do not worship Him in that way in
which alone He can be acceptably worshipped, namely, "in spirit and
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in truth"; for, as the Lord declared: "GOD IS A SPIRIT; AND THEY
THAT WORSHIP HIM MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH ,.
(John iv. 24).
It is evident from a comparison of Deut. iv. 15, 16, with Rom. i. 23,
that the adoring of Jehovah Himself in or by lIn image is the grossest
idolatry. And since the Son of God has become inc,ullate, lInd is
Himself the" Image of the invisible God" (C{)!. i. 15; Heb. i. 3), it
is equally idolatry to worship Him in or by allY image or figure, or
picture made by human hands. "We ought not to think:' said the
Apostle Paul at Athens "that thc Godhead [n; B.,o,', That which ,$
Divine,. (the) Divinity, and so ineluding Christ JesusJ is like unto gold,
or silver, or stone graven by art and man's device" (Acts xvii. 29).
There is no authentic portrait of the Lord Jesus Christ when hcT\'
upon earth, and if there were, how dissimilar it would he to His likenes.~
now that He is glorified! But we have, spiritually, a speaking liken"""
of Him Who is the Living Word, in the written Word, the Holy
Scriptures; and they are the appointed means of our growth ill the
knowledge of Him Whom, by grace, our souls adore.
The well-taught Christian will not adore the cross, or counten"nc.·
its use in religious worship, for,
a. It would be a contravention of the Second Commandment, lIud
this is an all-sufficient reason; but further,
b. It is very doubtful if our Lord was "crucified" upon a st"kc
with a cross-piece. It is more probatle that a pole or stake, without
the cross-piece, was the instrument employed. (See an article in the
EngliBh Churchman of Nov. 3, 1921, by lVIr. Ernest Phillips).
c. But, granting that it was a cross in the ordinary acceptation of
the term, then, as it was the cruel instrument by which the Holy One
was slain by the hands of wicked men, it, along with the crucifix, and
more especially the latter, SETS FORTH ~{AN'S HATRED TO GOD, rather
than God's love to man. God's love to man, thc love which" gav(,
His only begotten Son," is set forth in the Holy Scriptures, and a
sense of that love is shed abroad in the he~.rts of His people by the
Holy Spirit (Rom. v. 5). The Holy Spirit does this by means of the
same Scriptures, the written Word, and not by means of images,
pictures, or emblems (1 Pet_ i. 22 and ii. 2).
d. The cross was not looked upon by the first Christians as a Christian emblem, but was adopted as such, in later times, from Paganism.
" It is the most ancient of all the religious emblems, but as an emblem
0/ Christianity it came into use after Constantine" (Dr. Schliemann).
The absence of this emblem from the Roman catacombs is evidence of
this. "I question whether a cross occurs in any Christian monument
of the first four centuries" (Dean Burgon). "No, there is no warrant
for saying the cross is a Christian emblem; before A.D. 300 the
Christian emblems were the fish, the anchor, the ship, the dove, the palm
branch. The cross aB a Christian emblem was brought in when Pagan
Rome adopted, politically, some Christianity, and so became Papal
Rome!" (The Bt"ble and Modern DiBcooories, by H. A. Harper).
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The gradual rise of the religious use in Christendom, first of the cross,
a.nd then of the crucifix, may be illustrated by what has taken place
almost within living memory. These emblems were discarded by the
Church of England at the Reformation, but the last one hundred
years or more has witnessed their gradual and stealthy revival. Anyone visiting the ancient graveyards of England's churches will observe
that the older graves have, for the most part, plain headstones, without
crosses, while in most instances, many, if not the majority, of those of
later date, have conspicnous crosses of hewn stone. And the cross
has been succeeded, sad to relate, by the crncifix, which is in many
churches and other places an object of idolatrous worship!
e. The crucifix represents a dead Christ! Such is not the believer's
Saviour! The" living hope" of the real Christian is Christ raised
from the dead, and Who ever liveth at the right hand of God. "Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead, dieth no more; death hath
no more dominion over Him" (Rom. vi. 9).
The exhortations of the Apostles Paul and John arc much needed
by professing Christians of the present day: "Flee from idolatry"
(1 Cor. x. 14), "Keep yourselves from idols" (1 John v. 21).
ROBERT

J. N OYES, R.D.

ilfarshall (Sask.), Canada.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE April Quarterly Record is ready, and will be sent, post free, to
any address. It contains a portrait of the late Mr. Samuel Cambridge
and other illustrations, and several interesting descriptive articles, one
being by Miss Philpot. The Committee are desirous of extending
the circulation of this publication. Will our friends help in doing so 1
Sermons have been preached for the Society in many places, and
have proved most helpful. Among them have been Hastings,
Bermondsey, Richmond, Croydon, Brentford, and Grove Chapel.
Others are in prospect.
The 115th Annual Meeting will be held at Caxton Hall, Westminster,
on Friday, May 5. The Rev. Dr. F. J. Hamilton will preach in the
aftemoon, at 3.45. Tea at Is. each will follow, and at 6 o'clock John
Deacon, Esq., will preside over the evening mecting. Further
particulars will be published.
By the sudden death of Mr. Hemy T. McCalthy, of Beckenham,
the Committee have lost a valued colleague. Mr. McCarthy was
associated with Grove Chapel, Camberwell, for many years. His
remains were committed to the gmvc in Nunhead Ccmetery on
February 13, by the Revs. H. Athcrton and E. Roe, many friends being
present.
One thousand and forty life pensioners are upon the books. The
eight homes arc open to the visita of our readers.

