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PREPARED BLESSINGS.
" The things which GOD haJ,h prepared for them that love Him,"1 COR. ii. 9,

OUR Family Portion is to be occupied on this occasion with" the
things which GOD hath prepared for them that love Him," Some
of these things are enjoyed by His family now, and some of them
are to be enjoyed hereafter, In both cases the things are Divinely
prepared, and they are evidently prepared for the members of
His family. What can be more interesting to GOD'S children than
the things which He has prepared for them! We are apt to allow
earthly things to occupy too much of our attention. We are
prone to allow them to loom large in our vision. Let us turn aside
for a time and think of the things which our FATHER in heaven
hath graciously prepared for all the members of His blood-bought
family.
1. F~rst, we may observe that the things which GOD hath p"epared
are ancient things.
They belong to ancient times. They were prepared in a very
remote period. These things are comprehended in the Gospel
scheme. The great atoning work of CHRIST displays both
Divine power and Divine wisdom. Of this wisdom the Apostle
says, "We speak the wisdom of GOD in a mystery, even
the hidden wisdom, which GOD ordained befo1"6 the world unto
our glory: which none of the princes of this world knew:
for had they known it, they would not have crucified the LORD

140

The Gospel Magazine

of glory. But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered the heart of man, the things which
GOD hath prepared for them that love Him" (verses 7-10). The
princes of this world did not know the wisdom of GOD as set forth
in the Gospel scheme. They saw not with their eyes, they did not
hear with their inward ears, nor did they conceive with their hearts
the things which GOD had prepared for His people. These things
were "foreordained before the worlds unto our glory" (1 Cor.
ii. 7, R.V.). They date not from primitive times, but from times
eternal. .GOD foreordained them before time and before created
things. They were predetermined and pre-arranged by Him from
eternity. They are therefore characteristically ancient. They are
incomparably ancient. The great antiquity of these things is
frequently referred to in Scripture. Thus we read of "eternal
life, which GOD, that cannot lie, promised be/ore the world began"
(Titus i. 2). The Divine promise was probably made to the Divine
SURETY of the Covenant of grace. The FATHER promised before
the world began to give eternal life to the objects of His mercy.
The SON in reference to this promise said, " Thou hast given Him
(the SON) power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to
as many as Thou has given Him" (John xvii. 2). In harmony
with this promise we read that at Antioch in Pisidia, "As many
as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts xiii. 48). Thus
we may rest assured that GOD will fulfil His great promise given
before the world began. He will indeed" accomplish the number
of His elect." His exalted and omnipotent SON will exercise His
power to give eternal life to as many as the FATHER hath given
Him. Do not let us forget, however, that GOD uses means to this
great end. It pleases Him through the foolishness of preaching
CHRIST crucified to save them that believe. There should be no
lack of zeal on our part to preach the Gospel to every creature,
that thereby GOD may gather out His people and bestow upon them
the gift of eternal life which is through JESUS CHRIST our LORD.
The antiquity of these things which GOD hath prepared is
referred to also in the Second Epistle to Timothy. There we
learn that our salvation is "not according to our works, but
according to His Own purpose and grace, which was given us in
CHRIST JESUS be/ore the u:orld began" (i. 9). Again, the Epistle to
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the Hebrews speaks of "the blood of the everlasting Covenant"
(xiii. 20). This shows us that the Covenant of grace dates from
eternity, and that therefore the blessings secured by the blood of
that Covenant are indeed ancient in character. They were in the
mind of GOD before He caused the stars to shine. If then we know
that GOD hath saved us, and that we have passed from death unto
life, let us not hesitate to rejoice in the revealed truth that He
hath loved us with an everlasting love (Jer. xxxi. 3), and that
" He hath chosen us in Him (CHRIST) before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in
love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
JESUS CHRIST to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His
will, to the praise of the glory of His grace" (Ephes. i. 4-6). There
are mysteries in connection with this great truth which we cannot
solve. Difficulties may be raised which we cannot answer. But
the truth is there nevertheless. Let us, who can say that the
SPIRIT beareth witness with our spirits that we are the children
of GOD, rejoice in the eternity of GOD'S love to us, and in the
eternity of His gracious purposes towards us, and let all our
teaching be in harmony with that Divine scheme of salvation
which dates from eternal times and is the outcome of GOD'S electing
love. People may call this Calvinism. We would remind OlII'
readers that the passages which we have quoted were written
hundreds of years before Calvin was born. The truths upon
which GOD'S family need to feed are Bible truths. 0 let us not
be ashamed of them. Let us not hesitate to welcome all that
GOD has revealed in His inspired Word concerning the things.
which He hath prepared for them that love Him.
The late Dean Law, writing on Ephes. i. 4, says, "How can we
account for the slowness of believers to receive it-their timidi.ty
in avowing it-their cowardice in frequently surrendering it without
defence to ignorant gainsayers ~ It is a fearful thing to be ashamed
of any truth of GOD. 0 my soul, do thou give to it, in thy meditations, this Apostolic prominence: conceal not in a corner what
the SPIRIT places in the first rank of His faithful sayings" (Meditations on the Epistle to the Ephesians, pp. 16, 17).
2. The things which GOD hath prepared for His people are revealed
by His SPIRIT.
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We do not know of these things by nature. The natural eye
does not see them. The natural ear does not hear them. The
natural heart does not conceive them. "GOD hath revealed them
unto us by His SPIRIT." "The things of GOD knoweth no man
but the SPIRIT of GOD." The Apostle says, " Now we have received,
not the spirit of the world, but the SPIRIT which is of GOD; that
we might know the things that are freely given to us of GOD.
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom
teacheth, but which the HOLY GHOST teacheth; comparing
spiritual things with spiritual" (1 Cor. ii. 9-13). The things of
GOD are known only by the SPIRIT of GOD, and GOD hath revealed
these things unto His people by the SPIRIT. The Apostles received
the SPIRIT that they" might know the things that are freely given
to us of GOD." These things they spake of in their preaching and
in their writings. They spake of them " not in the words which
man's wisdom teacheth, but which the HOLY GHOST teacheth."
Thus we have an inspired revelation of the things which GOD
hath prepared for them that love Him. That revelation is found
partly in the Apostolic writings, and it is made known to GOD'S
people in words which the HOLY GHOST teacheth. "The words
used by the Apostle were neither such as the skill of the rhetorician
would suggest, nor such as his own mind, uninfluenced by the
SPIRIT of GOJ::, suggested. The affirmative statement is, that the
words used were taught by the HOLY GHOST. This is verbal
inspiration, or the doctrine that the writers of the Scriptures were
controlled by the SPIRIT of GOD in the choice of the words which
they employed in communicating Divine truth" (Exposition 0/
the F!r,~t Epistle to the Oorinthians, by Dr. C. Hodge, p. 41).
It is important to notice that although the things which GOD
has prepared for His people have been revealed by His SPIRIT,
and written in the Scriptures in language taught by the SPIRIT,
yet the natural man, the unrenewed man, does not receive these
things, nor can he know or discern them. These things are
spiritually discerned. They are only discerned through the SPIRIT'S
influence. Therefore only men under the influence of the SPIRIT
can receive, discern, and welcome these things. What a mercy it
is if GOD hath given us His SPIRIT, so that being regenerated by
His power, and indwelt by His presence, we may know the things
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which are freely given to us of GOD. It is no credit to us if we
have the inward eyes to see things which are hidden from the
natural man. Ought not this to make us very humble, and also
very patient with those who cannot see what we see through
GOD'S infinite grace and mercy 1 We have nothing which we did
not receive. Why then should we glory as though our spiritual
knowledge were due to anything in ourselves 1 The more we
apprehend the things of GOD the more humble we ought to be.
3. Thirdly, we 'YIULy observe that the things which GoD hath prepared
tor His people are partly enjoyed now.
The LORD'S family experience many of these things here and
now. Many of the blessings Divinely prepared are already
bestowed. GOD'S called -out people are already washed, sanctified,
and justified in the name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT of
our GOD. (See 1 Cor. vi. 11.) They have received the full and
gratuitous pardon of all their sins.
GOD for CIIRIST'S sake hath forgiven them.
Their sins are
forgiven for CIIRIST'S name's sake. (See Ephe8. iv. 32; 1 John ii.
12.) They now enjoy membership in GOD'S family, They can
say, "Now are we the sons of GOD." Now also GOD'S" exceeding
great and precious promises" cheer our hearts. Now also the·
great PROMISER proves Himself faithful to His people. It is true
now that "they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength" (Isa. xl. 31). It is true now that" He giveth power
to the faint." It is true now that" the steps of a good man are
ordered by the LoRD," and that " the LORD upholdeth him with
His hand" (Psa. xxxvii. 23, 24). Now in this present time the
LORD is the Guide of His people, and He directs their paths. Now
in this present time His ears are open to their prayers, and J;Ie
delivers them from their fears and out of all their troubles. Now
in this present time" No good thing will He withhold from them
that walk uprightly." All things are theirs, and all things work
together for their good. Their Covenant GOD is ever with them,
and He strengthens, helps, and upholds them with the right hand
of His righeousness. Divine goodness and mercy follow them
every day and every hour, and He gives them
" daily cause to raise
New _Ebenezers to His praise."
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But there is more to follow. He hath been mindful of us. He
is mindful of us, but He will still bless us. He will bestow fresh
blessings while we are down here, but more glorious blessings are
yet in store-laid up for them that fear Him. Of these let us now
tbink.
4. Many of the things which GOD hath prepared for His people
belong to the life that is to come.

The vessels of mercy He has" afore prepared unto glory" (Rom.
ix. 23). They can" rejoice in hope of the glory of GOD." They
have been called "unto His eternal glory by CHRIST JESUS."
They are to behold CHRIST'S glory and be with Him where He is.
When He appears they are to " appear with Him in glory" (Rom.
v. 2; 1 Pet. v. 10; John xvii. 24; Col. iii. 4). Their LORD has
gone "to prepare a place" for them. Their GOD "!lath prepared
for them a city." Their KING will yet say to them, "Come, ye
blessed of My FATHER, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world" (John xiv. 2, 3; Heb. 10. 16; Matt.
xxv. 34). Resurrection blessedness and triumph, full conformity
to CHRIST'S image, absolute freedom from sin, and an inheritance
incorruptible, undefiled. and that fadeth not away are to be their
portion. They shall be with CHRIST. They shall see His face.
They shall behold His glory. They shall reign for ever and ever.
" GoD Himself shall be with them, and be their GOD. And GOD
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev. xxi. 3, 4; xXii.
4, 5).
All these things and many more" GOD hath prepared for them
that love Him." Are we amongst those who love Him 1 How
can we answer that question 1 If a child were asked. "Do you
love your father 1 " he would find no difficulty in giving the answer.
" Them that love GOD" are" the called according to His purpose."
They have been called out of darkness into His marvellous light.
They have been- justified by faith in CHRIST'S blood and righteousness. Are we amongst those who have been effectually
called and separated from the world 1 Are we amongst those
who have faith in CHRIST'S merits 1 If so, we love the GOD of
all grace Who hath called and saved us. "We love Him, because
He first loved us." (See Rom. viii. 28, 30; 1 John iv. 19.)
"Them that love GOD" are those who are born of GOD. "Every
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one that loveth is born of GOD, and knoweth GOD" (1 John iv. 7).
"Them that love GOD" are those who love GOD'S children.
"Everyone that loveth Him that begat, loveth him also that is
begotten of Him" (1 John v. 1).
. If then we can humbly say that GOD hath called us, justified us,
and regenerated us, and that we do indeed love His family, then
we may be sure that we are numbered among "them that love
Him." The things which He hath prepared for them are therefore
our portion. They are freely given to us through His infinite grace.
A good many of them have been dispensed to us out of the treasury
of His grace. More are being dispensed, and many more are yet
haure and will assuredly be ours when our REDEEMER and LORD
returns to fetch His ransomed people to share His glory.
"Then shall the Church, the LAMB'S Own bride,
Beloved, redeemed, and sanctified,
All glorious in His glory be;
While He Who all her sorrows bore,
Blessing and blessed evermore,
The travail of His soul shall see."
"Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be
diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and
blameless" (2 Pet. iii. 14).
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
SIX CANNOTS.
THE absence of the Spirit, which man, as originally formed, possessed as the Spirit of illumination in his understanding, and of power
in all his faculties, has left the mind in moral and spiritual impotence.
If regard be had to the understanding, the unconverted cannot know
the things of the Spirit of God (1 Cor. ii. 14); to the will, he cannot
be subject to the law of God (Rom. viii: 7); to worship, he cannot
call Jesus Lord (1 Cor. xii. 3); to practice, he cannot please God
(Rom. viii. 8); to fruit, he cannot bear fruit (John xv. 4); to faith,
he cannot receive the Spirit of truth (John xiv. 17). His familiarity
with sacred truths, which he does not love, only leaves him seared in
conscience and twice dead. For this impotence the regenerating
power of the Holy Ghost is absolutely indispensable.-Smeaton's,
Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, p. 179.
-
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BIBLE mSTORY AND ARCHlEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES.
" Ne;verthe"kss, David took the strong hold 01 Zion: the same is the
city 01 David. . . . So David dwelt in the lort, and called it
the city 01 David. And David built round about Irom M illo
inward."-2 SAM. v. 7, 9.
David became the acknowledged king of all Israel he and
his men came to Jerusalem, which was then inhabited by the
J ebusites. He took from them the strong hold of Zion and called
it the city of David. He dwelt in this fort, and "built round
about from Millo inward." In another passage we read that
David "built the city.(of David) round about, even from Millo
round about: and J oab repaired the rest of the city" (1 Chron.
xi. 8).
Zion and" the city of David" are thus interchangeable terms.
Later, in the Psalms, Zion is called" the city of God," and" the
city of the great King," and it is stated that Zion was" beautiful
for situation, t~e joy of the whole earth." Glorious things are
spoken of her. The Lord loved her gates. Zion was His habitation. Here He dwelt and here He blessed her inhabitants. Here
He was known as a Refuge. (See Psalms xlviii. 1-3; lxxxvii.
2, 3; cxxxii. 13-15.) Zion is also to be identified with Jerusalem
and with God's people, and is also typical of the Church of God.
(See Psalm cxlvii. 12; Isaiah xlix. 13-17; li. 16; lii. 1-4.)
It is the office of the Lord Jesus "to appoint unto them that
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy
for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness"
(Isa. lxi. 3). Now, we read of Solomon building Millo and the wall
of Jerusalem, and repairing the breaches of the city of David.
(See 1 Kings ix. 15, 24; xi. 27.)
Subsequently, when Sennacherib came to fight against Jerusalem,
Hezekiah "strengthened himself, and built up all the wall that was
broken, and raised it up to the towers, and another wall without,
and repaired Millo in the city of David" (2 Chron. xxxii. 5).
We have drawn the attention of our readers to these ancient
references to the city of David and to Millo in order to bring to
WHEN
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their notice some recent confirmations of the accuracy of these
historical records.
Professor R. A. S. Macalister has recently become the leader of a
joint expedition of the Palestine Exploration Fund and The
Daily Telegraph to Mount Ophel in Jerusalem. As a result of his
explorations, " The ancient city of David has been definitely located,
and a great problem of Biblical history has now been solved. The
J ebusite period to which belong some of the walls and towers discovered by the expedition goes as far back as 2000 B.C. The city
of David and of Solomon belongs to 1000 B.C., and the additions
built by king Hezekiah bring us near to the period of Nebuchadnezzar's great destruction in the 7th century B.C." (Daily Telegraph,
Dec. 24th, 1923, p. 4).
In a long article on his discoveries, Prof. Macalister says: "Reviewing the whole subject, it will be seen how exactly-almost
uncannily-the archreological evidence accords with the literary.
We should find a fortress built, filling a breach in the wall, and
we have found it. That tower should show signs of a later repair
under stress of imminent danger, and it does. There should be a
fortification wall built 'inward from' the tower, and there is.
There should be no conspicuous fortification here earlier than the
time of Solomon, and there is not. Absolutely everything that
we know about Millo-except the murder of Joash, which could
hardly be expected to leave recognizable traces-is reflected in
the structures which have now passed under the reader's eye. In
the absence of inscriptions, none of which have come to light, I
venture to say that these coincidences constitute the strongest
possible argument in favour of the claim that Millo has been
discovered, and a hitherto unsolved problem of the Biblical topography of Jerusalem settled.
"By the time these lines are in print the ruins of Millo will
once more repose safely under the covering mantle of earth which
has hidden them from the eyes of Bible students for at least forty
generations. It would be a pleasure to all concerned if the structure could be preserved and exposed, as a national monument of
the first importance. This, alas, is impossible. The land is the
property of folk who would tear every stone from its bed for the
sake of the few dirty pounds which they would get by selling them
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to builders. I have had a very considerable amount of unpleasantness at the hands of these persons, from the time when I informed
them that I had no intention of allowing the walls to be destroyed,
and that I proposed to fill in the pit-an operation which, as I
write, has already begun. MilIo can no longer be seen, except
in the photographs and drawings that are being made of it; but
it will await in safety the coming of the far, far distant time when
civilization will touch even the Palestinian fellah, and will teach
him that there are pursuits nobler than money-grabbing.
"We claim to have settled finally two questions of topographythe minor question of the position and nature of MilIo, and the
major, all-important question of the site of the city of David.
The very ancient pottery that is being found on the site shows
that we have broken into the J ebusite city; once for all, it was
on the eastern hill, and the claim of the western hill to be ' Zion '
disappears for ever" (Daily Telegraph, Dec. 24th, 1923, p. 4).
We would ask our readers specially to notice the opening words
of this extract from the article by Pro£. Macalister. He says,
" Reviewing the whole subject, it will be seen how exactly-almost
uncannily-the archwological evidence accords with the literary."
Here we have a man, whose scholarly attainments no one will
question, acknowledging the exact accuracy of the Bible records
in connection with MilIo and the city of David. He declares that
his discoveries in the Holy land in reference to "the position and
nature of Millo" and" the site of the city of David" are in exact
correspondence with what the Bible narrative would lead us to
expect. We have no reason to suppose that Prof. Macalister would
take the same view of the plenary inspiration of the Bible as we
do, but it is deeply interesting and instructive to note how his
archreological researches lead him to bear testimony to the
accuracy of the sacred records. We may well say that if these
records prove to be accurate in respect to the topography of Millo
and the city of David, why should they not be regarded as accurate
in regard to other matters ~
Why, if these details of history are confirmed by the researches
of the spade, should we not be ready to believe all other details
of history given in the Bible records ~
The closing words of the article by Prof. Macalister also call for
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notice. He says: "Once for all, it was· on the eastern hill, and
the claim of the western hill to be ' Zion ' disappears for ever."
On this we would remark that the eastern hill is Mount Moriah
on .which Solomon built the Temple, the site also of the threshing
floor of Ornan or Araunah the J ebusite. (See 2 Ohron. iii. 1;
1 Ohron. xxi. 25-30; xxii. 1). In the article on Jerusalem in
Smith's Dictionary of the Bible the writer says in reference to
Zion: "It cannot be disputed that from the time of Oonstantine
downwards to the present day, this name (Zion) has been applied
to the western hill on which the city of Jerusalem now stands,
and in fact always stood. Notwithstanding this it seems equally
certain that up to the time of the destruction of the city by Titus,
the name was applied exclusively to the eastern hill, or that on
which the Temple stood. From the passages in 2 Sam. v. 7, and
1 Ohron. xi. 5-8, it is quite clear that Zion and the city of David
were identical, for it is there said, 'David took the castle of Zion,
which is the city of David.' 'And David dwelt in the castle,
therefore they called it the city of David. And he built the city
round about, even from Millo round about, and J oab repaired the
rest of the city.' There are numberless passages in which Zion
is spoken of as a holy place in such terms . . . as can only be
understood as applied to the Holy Temple Mount (Psalm ii. 6;
lxxxvii. 2, etc.). When from the Old Testament we turn to the
Books of the Maccabees, we come to some passages written by
persons who certainly were acquainted with the localities, which
seem to fix the site of Zion with a considerable amount of certainty (1 Macc. iv. 37 and 60; vii. 33)."
We transcribe one of these passage which reads as follows:
" Upon this all the host assembled themselves together, and went
up into Mount Sion. And when they saw the sanctuary desolate,
and the altar profaned, and the gates burned up, and shrubs
growing in the courts as in a forest, or in one of the mountains,
yea, and the priests chambers pulled down, they rent their clothes,
and made great lamentation, and cast ashes upon their heads."
This extract shows that when the First Book of Maccabees was
written in the second century B.O., the sanctuary or temple was
on Mount Zion, and therefore that Mount Moriah was also known
as Mount Zion. Thus the discoveries of Pro£. Macalister are in

150

The Gospel Magazine.

harmony with the statements of the First Book of Maccabees, that
Mount Zion was also the site of the Temple and therefore the eastern
hill.
This would explain all those passages which indicate that Zion
was called the dwelling place of J ehovah. For example we read:
" The Lord hath chosen Zion; He hath desired it for His habitation.
This is My rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it."
~' In Salem also is His tabernacle, and His dwelling place in Zion "
(Psalms c=ii. 13, 14; !xxvi. 2).
It was because the house of the Lord was built on Mount Zion
(another name for Moriah or for part of that mount) that the
Lord could be said to dwell in Zion. The sanctuary (tabernacle or
temple) was the Divine dwelling place. His glory filled the house
of the Lord (see Exod. xxv. 8).
Zion also is thus a beautiful type of the Church of God, the
spiritual temple, of which God says: "I will dwell in them, and
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people"
(2 Cor. vi. 16).
Thus, this discovery of Pro£. Macalister's not only demonstrates
the accuracy of Old Testament history, but it explains clearly why
Mount Zion is so often referred to in the Old Testament as J ehovah's
dwelling place.
Such a discovering and such a confirmation of Old Testament
history does not, however, stand alone. It is a remarkable fact,
and a fact which calls for our profound gratitude to our Covenantkeeping God, that at the very time when Higher Critics have been
denying the historical truth of the narratives in the Old Testament,
the numerous discoveries of archreologists in Bible lands have
shown how accurate these ancient narratives are in the accounts
which they give of historical events. At one time it was said
Moses could not have written the Pentateuch because the art of
writing was not known in his time. Professor A. H. Sayee, who
is Professor of Assyriology in the University of Oxford, says that
"Biblical criticism ended by denying the pre-exilic origin of the
larger part of the Old Testament literature." The critics argued,
"The early Israelities could not read or write; how then could a
mature literature such as we find in the Old Testament have come
into existence at an early date!" Thus on this supposed inability
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to write it was declared that the larger part of the Old Testament
could not have been written till at, or after, the Babylonian
captivity. Professor Sayee replies to this by saying: "This
supposed late use of writing for literary purposes was merely an
assumption, with nothing more solid to rest upon than the critics'
own theories and prepossessions. And as soon as it could be tested
by solid fact it crumbled into dust. First Egyptology, thcn
Assyriology, showed that the art of writing in the ancient East,
so far from being of modern growth, was of vast antiquity, and
that the two great powers which divided the civilized world between
them were each emphatically a nation of scribes and readers.
Centuries before Abraham was born, Egypt and Babylonia were alike
full of schools and libraries, of teachers and pupils, of poets and
prose-writers, and of the literary works which they had composed"
(Monument Facts and Higher Critical FarUYies, by Prof. Sayee,
pp. 28, 29). We have italicized the latter part of this quotation
in order to emphasize its importance. No wonder that Stephen
said in reference to Moses, who lived long after Abraham, that
he " was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians" (Acts vii. 22).
So recently as December 4th last a great meeting was held in the
Albert Hall, London, to affirm belief in the full inspiration of the
Bible as the Word of God, and in the great Evangelical doctrines.
At this meeting the follmving letter was read from Prof. A. H.
Sayce, of O"liford, from one of whose books we have just quoted:" The time is drawing near for your meeting, which has, as you
know, my best wishes for success. There is no better way of
impressing upon the general public the fact that the sceptical
attitude towards the records of the Old and New Testaments is
to-day usually the mark of ignorance or semi-knowledge. The
leading scientists have returned in great measure to what may be
termed the traditional views on the subject, and nowhere is this
more strikingly the case than as regards the historical records of
Scripture. Archreology based on scientific excavation has demolished the assumptions and conclusions of subjective criticism, and
it is not going too far to say that the remarkable discoveries of
the last thirty years have, with hardly an exception, been dead
against the most confident decisions of the merely literary critic
and in favour of the trustworthiness of our records. The early
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use of writing for literary purposes in the Near East, the high
state of culture and sea communication in the Abrahamic and
Mosaic ages, and the accuracy of details in the Babylonian narratives have all alike been demonstrated, and the so-called critical
rout in the field of Old Testament history is as complete as it has
been in the field of early Greek history. Each fresh discovery
confirms this. The latest has just been made by the American
excavators at Bethshan, who have discovered a slab of Rameses 11,
in which he refers to the city of Rameses and tells us that it had
been built for him by Asiatics."-English Ohurohman, Dec. 13th,
1923, p. 621.
We are usually told that belief in the records of the Old and
New Testaments is a mark of ignorance and an indication of lack
of scholarship. Prof. Sayce says that "the sceptical attitude
towards the records of the Old and New Testaments is to-day
usually the mark of ignorance or semi-knowledge." He says;
" Archreology based on scientific excavation has demolished the
assumptions and conclusions of subjective criticism, and it is not
going too far to say that the remarkable discoveries of the last
thirty years have, with hardly an exception, been dead against
the most confident decisions of the merely literary critic and in
favour of the trustworthiness of our records."
This is a cheering testimony for God's humble people. We
c·annot all aspire to great learning. It is therefore encouraging
to take note of testimony like this from one who is acknowledged
to be a distinguished scholar.
In a leading article on Dec. 24th last, The Daily Telegraph, in
reference to the discovery of the site of Millo and the city of David,
says: "Time and again the work of archreology has confirmed the
Bible story. The knowledge which the last century gave us of
the vanisbed empires and civilizations of the Near East has provided a background and an atmosphere which make the records
of Israel incomparably more real and significant."
A correspondent writing to The Daily Telegraph in its issue for
Jan. 1st says :"I have been thrilled with your full-page article and leaders
on the City of David. In reading through the Bible for the fourth
time-two pages each day-I am just at the parts referred to
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in the Article. As you say, ' Time and again the work of archreology
has confirmed the Bible,' but this time is surely the climax of
confirmation. In the past it. has been 'The Holy Bible' to me,
but in future it will be 'The Infallible Bible.' To the 'Living
Book,' Professor Macalister and The Daily Telegraph have, if
possible, added new life; still' blessed are they that have not
seen and yet have believed.' "
We who are responsible for this Magazine stili believe in an Infallible Btble. Our belief, however, in the full inspiration and historical
trustworthiness of the Old Testament Scriptures does not depend
on the discoveries of archreologists, much as we value their confirmatory testimony, but it depends on the testimony of our Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. He Who was full of truth, and Who always
bore witness to the truth, uniformly refers to the ancient Scriptures
as writings inspired by the Holy Ghost and thoroughly trustworthy.
Believing that He is the Son of God we dare not doubt His testimony. We therefore fully believe that all the Old Testament
Scriptures were given by inspiration of God, and they are therefore
thoroughly trustworthy.
Professor A. H. Sayce says: "There is one point on which we
have a right to demand a clear answer from the advocates of the
, higher criticism' who still maintain their adherence to the historical faith of Christendom. It was to the Old Testament that Christ
and the early Church appealed in proof of His divinity. 'Search
the Scriptures,' said our Lord, for 'they are they which testify
of Me.' It was in them that the life and death, the resurrection,
and the work of Christ were foreshadowed and predicted (Luke
xxiv. 25-27), and upon this fact He based His claim to be believed.
"Was our Lord right, or must we rather hearken to the modern
, critic' when he tells us that the endeavour to find Messianic
prophecies in the Old Testament, in the sense in which Christ
and His Church understood the phrase, is an illusion of the past?
We cannot serve two masters; either we mnst believe that in
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah we have a real portraiture of
Christ, or else that Christ was mistaken, and that the portraiture
was ouly read into the chapter in later days. The words of Canon
Liddon in reference to the Critical theory of the origin of the
Pentateuch still hold good: 'How is such a snpposition reconII
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cilable with the authority of Him Who has so solemnly commended
to us the Books of Moses, and Whom Christians believe to be too
wise to be Himself deceived, and too good to deceive His creatures ? ' "-(Monument Facts and Higher Critical Fancies, by
Professor A. H. Sayee, pp. 126, 127).
"For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven." " The
Word of our God shall stand for ever" (Psalm cxix. 89 ; Isaiah
.xl. 8).
•
THE EDITOR

Whitingum Vioarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

(Thomas Howihton).

GENERAL SIR JOHN FIELD ON CHRISTIANS AND
WORLDLY PLEASURES.
(F1'om The Free Presbyterian Magazine.)
IN a letter to his son, soon after the conversion of the latter, Sir John
Field gave the following faithful advice, in which he makes reference
to his own practice as an officer in India :-" I remember," he writes,
" how this subject pressed itself on my conscience in 1844, after my
conversion. I had been very fond of gaieties, and it was a struggle
to me to give them up. I had no one to consult, but I went to God's
Word to find out, and the Spirit soon made me feel that I must separate
from myoid life and give up my worldly pleasures, that I might walk
in newness of life and please the Lord. I gave up at once balls. theatres,
cards, and other things (such as concerts), and I have never been to
any places of the kind nor touched cards smce. I look back over
these nearly fifty years and I thank God, Who enabled me to act thus.
I feel qUIte sure from Scripture and from observation that no true
Christian can enter into such pleasures without injuring the spiritual
life and grieving the Holy Spirit. After our marriage, your dear
mother in India acted with me, and we refused all invitations to balls
and gave our reason, i.e., that we found such things injured our walk
with God. On one occasion, after dinner at Government House,
dancing was introduced. I went to the hostess and asked her to
~xcuse us, saf.ng we did not go to dances, and we both left. Of course,
this gave offence. I very sincerely hope that you will take a decided
stand, and not go to worldly amusements."
No single instance is recorded of Satan's appeanng m an undisguised form to any man on earth. Even at the very first he
assumed the form of another creature-the serpent.-The Rev. J.
Ormiston's Satan of Scripture.
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lllllgrltlt Japer".
WELLSPRINGS.
" Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine holtl"
is not yet come."-JoHN ii. 4.
THESE words, so familiar to us, were spoken by our Divine Lord at
the first miracle performed by Him, at the commencement of His
public ministry. We notice in passing how highly favoured was this
place Cana in Galilee to witness the first and second miracles of the
Lord Jesus. Jesus had come up out of Judea, and had come into
Galilee. On the third day of His ministry there, "There was a marriage
in Cana," and we know that "the mother of Jesus was there, and
both Jesus and His disciples were called unto the marriage."
Not many days after, having in the meantime visited Capernaum,
He returned to Cana and restored by that voice which wakes the dead
the sick son of the nobleman, who had come from Capernaum to Cana
to beseech the' Divine Healer to "come down and heal his son, for
he was at the point of death." From Cana therefore sounded forth
the words of royal and unchallengable power, "Go thy way, thy
son liveth," and the nobleman, returning to his home, found it to be
even so at the very hour when Jesus had spoken the words of lifegiving authority. In John's Gospel is set forth the Personal glory
of Jesus in a very marked degree; the other three evangelists declare
His official glory.
But to return to our text, and more particularly to the few words
in it, "Mine hour is not yet come," as a word of comfort and hope to
waiting, watching, longing souls. Said our Lord on another occasion
when even His brethren did not believe in Him, " My time is not yet
come, but your time is alway ready." How often have these words
chided our impatient, restless spirits, whilst we have proved in the
gracious" afterward" how" He waiteth to be gracious," and will give
every humble, waiting soul to prove, "They shall not be ashamed
that wait for Me."
There was never a sinner who sought Him in vain; never a' saint
who waited and was disappointed. There is promised blessing laid
up for both characters. The last extremity may be His moment. of
gracious opportunity. The cry from the heart of the dying thief did
not fail to reach the ear of his dying Redeemer, Who was never more
strong than in that hour of physical weakness. All His power was
there to save and to declare on the ground of His Own merits, " To-day
shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." A malefactor, a thief, a life-long
enemy until that hour, and now a blood-washed, pardoned, reconciled
trophy of Divine grace, a brand plucked from the burning at the
eleventh hour. What grace on His part Who saves unto the uttermost
all who come unto God by Him, and what hope does it inspire in our
hearts. that His" hour" may yet be "the appointed time," which
" draws on apace, not to propose but save by grace."
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Some one who may. be reading these lines may have long waited
and missed the joy of His salvation, and may be crying out, "Oh
that I knew where I might find Him! "
Well, there is a. set time to favour and to deliver, and His hour,
when it is come, will have been worth all the waiting. He will appear
to the joy of His waiting child, release from bondage, reveal Himself
with power and love, and chase all the clouds of despair and darkness
away. "The Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting Light, and the
days of thy mourning shall be ended."
A nephew of Ruth Bryan who was richly taught of God and stood
unflinchingly for the distinctive doctrines of grace, and at one time
sat under the Christ-exalting ministry of the late George Abrahams,
to his soul's edification and delight, towards the end of his life lost
the joy of salvation; lost sight of his Lord and Saviour, and walked
much in darkness and silence. To a visitor who inquired as to whether
the Lord had appeared he replied, "I say nothing," although he was
quite conscious and thankful for all the mercies and comforts which
accompanied his trying illness. On the morning of his departure he
suddenly and joyfully exclaimed, " He is come, He is come," and with
glory beaming in his countenance he gently and peacefully passed .
away. In His own time the Lord had appeared and delivered and
proved the blessedness of waiting for Him.
Most of us revere the memory of dear Dr. Baedeker. Many of us
recall the joy of looking upon his heavenly countenance and of hearing
his choice utterances at the Clifton Conferences. The name he had
given his home at Weston-super-Mare was" Wart Eck," i.e., " Waiting
Corner." His life was a blessed testimony that he was content, whilst
abundant in labours and testimony, travelling as we know he did into
the wild cold regions of Russia to visit the poor Stundist prisoners
in their dungeons and take them the good news of the Gospel-he was
content to be at Waiting Corner until the Lord's call and claim should
come for his dear servant.
Oh! whatever your lot, or particular exercise, dear child of Goel,
may you be brought to this resting spot, " Mine hour is not yet come,"
and " wait patiently for Him." His" hour" will bring deliverance,
perform the blessing, fulfil the promised word, and manifest His glory.
He yet waits to be gracious. He may seem to delay. He may
tarry in the same place where He was. He may answer not a word,
when some poor sinner creeps to Him with the last effort of expiring
hope, but He sees and knows all about the lingering and longing and
the faith that will not let Him go until the blessing is obtained.
"Though the voice of the Lord was silent,
I felt the touch of His love."
The pleading faith of Abraham must reach the ear of Jehovah, and
you and I read on that golden page of Scripture how the Lord's dear
servant waited and pleaded not in vain for the preservation of the
city for "ten's sake."
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Oh! cling on, dear exercised soul. If the Lord has given you a
word upon which to hope, urge your plea and wait at the posts of His
doors continually until you prove at length the promised blessedness.
That" even now" shone out in gracious, lively faith in Martha when
she went forth to meet Jesus from the recently bereaved home and
left Mary, possibly low and desponding, in her sorrow, " still in the
house." 1\1artha declared the glorious truth·, "Lord, if Thou hadst
been here, my brother had not died," for there was no death possible
where Jesus was, Who was and is the Lord of Life. "But I know
that even nolO, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee."
" Even nolO," say some little-faiths, with death in large letters written
across the promise they may for long, long years have been pleading.
"Bltt even nolO." From your low place, dear exercised, tempesttossed soul, go over some of your inventory of precious jewels and
string them together, and see if faith is not encouraged and hope
revived as you repeat the words of Him Who has a blessing to pronounce
ou everyone of His Owu who have believed and waited for the perform3uce of these things. Here is the precious string of pearls.
" Is auything too hard for the Lord 1 " (Geu. xviii. 14).
"There is nothiug too hard for Thee" (Jer. xxxii. 17)..
" Is anything too hard for lire 1 " (Jer-:'xxxii. 27).
" Should it also be marvellous in Mine eyes, saith the Lord of hosts 1 "
(Zech. viii. 6).
" Bltt with God all things are possible" (Matt. xix. 26).
" For with God all things are possible" (Mark x. 27; Johu vi. 27).
" With God nothing shall be impossible" (Luke i. 37).
" The things that are impossible with meu are possible with God"
(Luke xviii. 27).
" He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but.
was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded'
that what He had promised, He was able also to perform" (Rom.
iv. 20, 21).
And let us remember that Jesus was not repulsing, but the rather
encouraging the "faith He was trying in His mother when He said,
!' Woman, what have I to do with thee 1 IIfine hour is not yet come."
Whilst she in blessed unqueuchable faith, "saith unto the servants,
Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." And every little-faith or
great-faith will prove soouer or later in His delivering and glorious·
how:, that not one of the seeking, waiting house of Jacob, waited or
sought in vain.

R.

LORD; give what Thou commandest; and command what Thou
wilt.-AuGUSTINE.
"1'hough all the flocks and herds were dead,
My soul a famine need not dread,
For Jesus is my living Bread."-John Newton.
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"NOT WORTHY."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
(Contimted from p. 69.)
" I am not worthy of the least of all the rIle1'cies, and of all the truth,
which Thou hast shewed unto Thy se1'IJant."-GENEsIs xxxii. part
of verse 10.
NOT worthy, again, to be even His servants. How beautifully that
is illustrated in the case of John the Baptist, in the 3rd chapter of
Matthew's Gospel and the 11th verse. These are the words of John
the Baptist. Please observe that John the Baptist was filled with
the Holy Ghost from his birth and therefore we are about to read
the words of one of the most holy men that ever lived; a singular,
an eminent case this-that of a sinner who from his first birth was
filled with the Holy Ghost; and we may say of John the Baptist
that regarding his first birth and his second birth-as we ordinarily
term them-those two births in John were coincident and therefore
we have an exceptional case when we turn to this passage. Said
he, " I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but He that
cometh after me is mighter than I, Whose shoes I am not worthy
to bear." You know in the East it was-and I suppose still isthe custom that the slave who attends his master should do such
menial work as this-to carry his master's shoes. John the Baptist
speaking of Jesus, his adorable Master, says, "I am not worthy to
take the place of the meanest slave, and carry the shoes of those
blessed feet." "I am not worthy," I repeat a.gain, is the language of
him who had been filled with the Holy Ghost from his first birth, and
therefore we have here-assuredly we have-the mind of God. Oh,
if we come to the question of serving Him then, we are unworthy of the
lowest, the meanest, the least service we can perform in His Name.
Let us not seek then first for worthiness in ourselves if we fain would
serve the Lord Jesus. Let us remember it is just those who are most
deeply conscious of their personal unworthiness whom He delights
to honour. "To this man will I look "-here is the man of His
choice-the man who is contrite in spirit, broken in heart, who
t!embles at the word of grace; "to that man will I look," that is,
"will I look in favour, will I look in a spirit of gracious affection;
I will look lovingly upon such an one." "The meek will He guide
in judgment, the meek will He teach His way" Who Himself is lowly
in heart and meek in spirit. He delights to see His Own likeness.
begotten in the characters of His followers, and He delights to find
His Own Spirit in the hearts of them that serve Him. ". Whose shoes
I, John the Baptist, Whose shoef! I, filled with the Holy Ghost though
I be, am not \vorthy, am not worthy to bear." I inay tell you that.
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it is a peculiar word that is used by John the Baptist for" worthy"
in this place, it signifies" sufficient," " Whose shoes I am not sufficient
to bear." That is humility, that is that precious, lovely grace the Holy
Ghost alone can give to teach those most filled with Himself that
they- need still sufficiency to perform acceptably the least service to
the Lord Jesus, that those who confess insufficiency find their sufficiency in the love of God. So it was with the Apostle Paul, as you
remember, when, speaking of himself as a preacher of the glorious
doctrine of the grace of God, he asked, "Who is sufficient for these
things ~ " and he answers his own question: "Our sufficiency is of
God: Who also hath made us able ministers of the new covenant:
not of the letter, but of the Spirit: for the letter killeth, but the
Spirit giveth life." And.so it was with this dear man of God: "Whose
shoes," said he of his Master, "Whose shoes I am not sufficient to
bear." But he went a step lower, I find. If I turn with you to Mark,
the 1st chapter, and the 7th verse, I find this grace of humility still
more emphatically expressed: "And John the Baptist preached,
saying, There cometh One mightier than I after me, the latchet of
Whose shoes I am not sufficient to stoop down and unloose "-not
sufficient to stoop down to perform this office. One would ask the
question whether it is possible even through grace to get lower than
this in self-estimation, granted that the heart loves the Lord Jesus, and
I cannot conceive that any such confession could be made by anyone
whose heart was not full of love towards the Lord Jesus Christ. "I
am not sufficient to stoop down "-oh, for grace to take a similarly
low place, fellow believers. "He that humbleth himself shall be
exalted." This is not any creature effort nor any work of the flesh,
it is not asceticism-it is not asceticism, it is the work of the Holy
Ghost, it is the operation of the grace of the Holy Ghost in a heart
that is right with God. The Psalmist has it, "I had rather be a
doorkeeper in the House of my God "-just inside the door, the
keeper of the door, "I had rather be a Temple doorkeeper than to
dwell in the tents of luxury, the tents of the world, the tents of its
pleasures, and self-satisfaction, and sin,"-content to take the lowest
place you see, a sinner saved by grace.
"Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be."
One feels somehow that one gets into more debt every day. The
debt seems to multiply upon one .as one learns increasingly clearly
to understand something more of the deeps out of which one has
been redeemed, and the judgment, the everlasting judgment, from
which one has been delivered. Our indebtedness to the sovereignty
of .the free grace of our Lord Jesus Christ increases upon us. "I
hl\d rather be a doorkeeper in the House of my God than to dwell
in the tents of wickedness."
- Now we turn our thoughts more entirely, I hope, to " He is wOI·thy."
He is the Worthy One. In the Book of the Revelation, in mote than
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one place where the curtain of mystery is drawn aside for a little
moment, we are able to contemplate the worship of the redeemed in
the Heavenly places and we note the songs they sing, and we particularly remark upon the key in which they sing their songs, the keynote
of their worship-" Worthy the Lamb, Worthy the Lamb." nay
and night, "Worthy the Lamb"; onwards and onwards still" Worthy
the Lamb," never wearying day or night, and yet there is no night
there; never wearying throughout the nightless day in acclaiming
Him worthy Who first loved them, and Who, because He loved them,
gave Himself for them and washed them from their sins in His Own
blood-not in another's; He "has washed us from our sins in His
Own blood." We were singing the hymn to-night:
" Not all the blood of beasts,
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away the stain."

Most true that was. All that the priests of the Old Testament
dispensation could do was to shed the blood of others, shed oceans
almost, I might say, of blood-never their own, the blood of others
which, nevertheless, could not take away sins. But the blessed
Saviour, the Lamb of God, the spotless Lamb of God, He poured out
not the blood of others, not the blood of bulls and goats, but His Own
most precious blood that He might effectually redeem the chief of
sinners and wash them clean every whit, whiter than snow, in His
Own most precious blood. "Worthy the Lamb" is our response,
and may grace deepen in us a sense of His unspeakable worthiness.
We turn to what we find in the Book of the Revelation, just two
references, in the 5th chapter, the 9th and 10th verses: "And they
sung a new song "-how is this 1 Because this song never grows
old. That Jesus is worthy will always remain a new truth. It will
always be fresh in the experience of those who sing the song, they
will never grow tired of the theme. I suppose while they sing thus
continuously their eyes are fixed upon the enthroned One. "They
sung a new song-a new song, saying, Thou art worthy, worthy to
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and
hast bought us back again to God by Thy blood-Thy blood, out of
every kindred, out of every tongue, out of every people, out of every
nation, and hast made us unto our God kings and priests" even now,
" and we shall reign on the earth." We sometimes pray that the will
of the Lord our God, our Heavenly Father, might be done on earth
as it is in Heaven. God has priests both in Heaven and on earth.
God has a Church undivided though part of the host be with Him
there and part be pilgrims yet on earth, "the whole family," the'
Holy Ghost calls it-not divided, "the whole family in Heaven and
earth," the wlwle family-not fractured, not divided, "A bone of
Him shall not be broken."
And so they sing a new song and acclaim Him worthy Who died
for their sins and Who secured unto them the privileges of the Temple,
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as priests and of the Palace as kings. Jesus is worthy of all the grace
He gives and of all the mercy He extends. And remember He bestows
mercy and gives grace because it glorifies Himself. "Not for your
sakes do I this, but for Mine Own great Name's sake," there is the
answer to personal unworthiness. Jesus is worthy, and if it please
Him-if it please Him-to make of us chief sinners kings and priests
for His Own honour and for His Own glory, let us bless Him for His
purpose, let us bless Him that such and such is His will and that
nothing can divert Him from it. "Here," says He, as I often quote,
of His dear Church and people, " Here will I dwell, this shall be My
resting place for ever, for I have desired it." The Lord has desired
a people for His Name, He has desired sinners as that people, but
in order to their being cleansed it involved the sacrifice of Himself
and that He freely yielded unto: "Behold, here am I, send Me.
Sins more in number than the sands upon the sea-shore-put them
to My account, I will be surety for them: I swear this to My Own
hurt, I will not disappoint My people." Oh, children of God, you
have every' encouragement, every gracious encouragement, every
Divine encouragement, to look off still unto Jesus. Though consciousness of sin deepen, though the iniquities of the past multiply in your
remembrance and you take up' with sorrowful heart the prayer of
the Psalmist: "Remember not, 0 Lord, the sins of my youth,"
yet remember Jesus has died for sinners, it is sinners whom He loves,
it is sinners whom He wills to have with Himself in the glory of the
Father, in the Kingdom that shall never, never pass away.
" Not worthy "-" Most worthy."

WHERE ARE WE ?-WHY IS IT ?-WHAT IS TO BE DONE?
THOUGHTS UPON THE APOSTASY.
1. THERE can be little doubt in the minds of God's people, that we are
at the beginning, though not yet in the thick, of the foretold definite
apostasy, on the part of Jews on the one hand (with regard to the
Old Testament Scriptures), and of Gentile Christendom on the other,
which is to precede the Day of the Lord, and the' revelation of " the
Man of Sin." The work of the destructive critics of the Bible has
borne evil fruit, and unless God should, in His Sovereign grace, grant
a revival of real Christianity, which, in the light of Holy Scripture,
is scarcely to be expected in these last times, that evil fruit must result
in the rejection of all the distinctive truths of the Bible. It has already
resulted in the rejection, by very many "ministers" of tiLe professing
Church, of the Deity of Christ. It is reported that 500 Episcopal
clergymen of America do not believe in the virgin birth and physical
resurrection of our Lord! The same unbelief is rife in the Methodist
and Presbyterian Churches of the United States. Along with this is
the denial of the fundamental truth of the efficacious and " eternal
redemption" of Cmist. by His expiatory sacrifice of the cross, the
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ground of the salvation of the Church. With these necessarily goes
the basal doctrine of the Trinity-in-Unity. Surely this is none other
than the predicted Apostasy. Let us hear the infallible Word of God.
"Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming of our Lord
Jesus Ohrist, and our gathering together unto Him; to the end that
ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be troubled, either
by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as from us, as that THE DAY OF
THE LORD is now present; let no man beguile you in any wise: for
it will not be, except THE FALLING AWAY come first, and the man of
sin be revealed, the son of perdition" (2 Thess. ii. 1-3, R.V.). The
Greek word in this passage rendered "falling away" is, when transliterated, our English word apostasy. This foretold apostasy differs
from corruption of the faith, which was at work in Paul's days. "We
are not as many which corrupt the Word of God" (2 Oor. ii. 17). It
is a forsaking of the faith; a total rejection of it! It is "THEapostasy"; "THE falling away." The word occurs again in Acts xxi.
21 (with a preposition), "Thou teachest all the Jews which are amongthe Gentiles TO FORSAKE Moses." The rapid spread of the apostasy
is remarkable, though, perhaps, scarcely to be wondered at, when we
consider the world-wide publicity given to it, from time to time, by
the secular press, bringing it to the notice of thousands who would
be glad enough to believe that the Bible, which condemns them, is
untrustworthy and untrue.
What will be the result? On the one hand, the wreck of morality
-a state of lawlessness, of which, sad to say, there are increasing signs.
It was the rejection of the truth which they possessed which brought
the Pagan world to such depths of iuiquity as the Apostle describes,
and traces to its source, in the first chapter of the Epistle to the
Romans.
On the other hand, there will probably be a reaction with those
who are religiously' minded, as are very many" natural" men, and a
taking refuge in the apostate Church of Rome. Already we hear of
efforts after re-union with Rome on the part of dignitaries of the
Ohurch of England, and others-that fallen Church at the Head of
which (in the judgment of the translators of the Bible into English)
is "the Man of Sin." [See thc address of the TTanslators to King
James in the Authorized Version of the English Bible, A.D. 1611].
2. Why is it? How has this apostasy come about?
a. First and foremost it must be said that it has been brought about
by the malice of the Evil One, whose attacks have ever been directed
against the living and the written Word of God. The Lord thus
explained the parable of "the tares of the field" (lIiatt. xiii. 37-39).
" He that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man: the field is the
world: the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares
are the children of the wicked one: the enemy that sowed them is the
Devil."
. The tragedy of the present day is that the deniers of Biblical truth,
and of the Ohrist of God, are not so much found among" those that

•

•

The Gospel Magazine

163

are without," as among those within" the kingdom of heaven "-the
professing visible Church-the tares among the wheat.
b. In time past, those in authority in the churches have been too'
lax in admitting men to the ministry, and these have been succeeded
by others still less strict, and thus, in the course of time, the churches
have been filled with unconverted men, who have laboured rather
towards the pulling down of God's Truth than defending it.
c. Many shrewd men see that the Bible teaches the doctrines of
free and sovereign grace, but these doctrines are too humbling to their
carnal pride, and they would rather overthrow the Bible altogether
than bow to its teaching. We must never forget that" the carnal
mind is enmity against God" (Rom. viii. 7). It is reported that" at
the time of the Briggs trial and the revision of the Presbyterian
Standards (V.S.A.), one minister said in a meeting, 'If I find the
doctrine of predestination in my Bible, I will tear it to shreds.' "
d. Another cause is the neglect of Bible study on the part of both
teachers and hearers. The majority of professing Christians are very
ignorant of what the Bible teaches, failing to test the words of their
teachers by the infallible Word of God. How seldom now do we see
Bibles in Churches, or the worshippers bringing them, or referring to
the text given out, or the portions read or quoted. It was not always
so.
e. With shame and confusion of face it must be confessed also that
the true people of God are all, more or less, open to blame. They have
not earnestly contended for the faith, and held forth the Word of life,
as they are exhorted to do. "WHILE MEN SLEPT, his enemy came
and sowed tares."
3. What is to be done 1 There is only one remedy, and that is to
meet these Satanic assaults as the Lord did when He was tempted
of the Devil. To meet them with" the sword of the Spirit which is
the Word of God." That Word will accomplish His purposes, and will
ultimately prove triumphant.
When Paul wrote to Timothy that " evil [men and seducers (the
Greek word means primarily jugglers, and then impostors) should
wax worse and worse," he went on to declare the full inspiration of
the Scriptures, and then said: "I charge thee therefore before God
and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall" judge the quick and the dead
at His appearing, and His kingdom, PREACH (i.e., proclaim) THE
WORD," warning him that the time would come when men would
reject the truth of God (2 Tim. iv.). We must still proclaim-make
known the Word, whether men will obey it or not. We must" take
unto us the whole armour of God-that we may be able to withstand
in the evil day"-the girdle of truth; the breastplate of righteousness; the firm footing of the Gospel of peace; the shield of faith;.
the helmet of salvation; the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God; not neglecting prayer and supplication. (See Eph. vi. 11-18).
We can leave the result in the hands of our gracious God. "The
Word of the Lord endureth for ever." The true Church of God will'
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be victorious over all its foes.· "The gates of Hell shall not prevail
against it." "We have no might against this great company that
<:ometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes arc
upon Thee" (2 Chron. xx. 12) ..
"Let not your heart be troubled" (said the Lord Jesus to His
disciples when He was about to leave them), and thus He speaks to
us His people now: "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid." "Ye believe in God, believe also in Me" (John xiv.. 1,
27, 28). And, ere long, He will come again. May we be found
witnessing for Him when He comes.
Lloydminste,.,
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
(Sask.), Oanada.
SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION.
THE possibility of seeing without perceiving is a fact so clearly sta.ted
and repeatedly emphasized by the Holy Spirit, both in the Old Testament and in at least seven books of the New, that we shall do well to
pay earnest heed to the warning it involves.
When the disciples asked our Lord why He spoke to the multitudes
in parables, He said it was because they had no perception. They
had closed their eyes lest they should see, and they did not see. The
prophecy of Isaiah vi. 9: "Seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive,"
was fulfilled in them, because it was not given to them to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. But to the disciples it was
given to know them, therefore our Lord added: "But blessed arc
your eyes, for they see" (Matt. xiii. 16).
Hence perception is a good gift from above, which" cometh down
from the Father of lights." The natural man has no spiritual perception and therefore can neither receive nor know spiritual thin·gs.
Therefore, "Except a nian be born again," and translated out of
the natural sphere into the spiritual he cannot even see, let alone
enter into, the kingdom of God, any more than a dog can fly or a
fish live out of water. Moses said to the Israelites: "Ye have seen
all that the Lord did before your eyes ... thine eyes have seen ...
yet the Lord hath not given you an heart to perceive, and eyes -to
see, and ears to hear, unto this day" (Deut. xxix. 2-4). The opposite
was the case with Peter, whose eyes were opened to recognize the
Messiahship and Deity of our Lord, Who said to him: "Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but My Father which is in heaven." But this was with him,
as it should be with all believers, only the beginning of spiritual understanding. The Spirit of truth takes of the things of the Lord Jesus
and reveals them unto us, as we are able to bear them. May nothing
be allowed to arrest our spiritual development, or prevent us from
going on to maturity, that our eyes may be opened more and more
to see ever fresh beauties in God's Holy Word and in the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself!
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The need for clearer spiritual perception appears to be mainly twofold.
1. "Lest Satan should get an advantage of us," we must not be
" ignorant of his devices," for he walketh ·about as " a roaring lion,"
" seeking whom he may devour." Samson, for example, lacked perception; for we read" he wist not that the Lord was departed from
him," and so he fell into the trap set for him by his enemies. Nehemiah,
on the other hand, perceived that Shemaiah was a false prophet hired
by Sanballat and that" God had not sent him," and therefore he
saved himself "not once nor twice"; for" surely in vain the net
is spread in the sight of any bird" (Prov. i. 17).
Have we put on the "armour of light," the Lord Jesus Christ 1
If so, we can say of the Lord that He is our refuge and our fortress,.
and while we are kept abiding in Him we are safe, for He has promised
to deliver us from the snare of the fowler" (Ps. xci. 1-3). But if not,
we shall as certainly fall into "the snare of the devil," "as a bird
hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life." How
pathetic is the picture of Ephraim drawn for us by Hosea (chap. -vii. 9) :
"Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not:
yea, grey hairs are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth not."
Equally pathetic are our Lord's words to the Laodicean church in
Rev. iii. 17: "Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,.
and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou are wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." May these words
never be true of any of us! If we are blind-and none of us has perfect
spiritual eyesight--may we never close our eyes and harden our hearts,
as the Pharisees of our Lord's day did, by saying, "We see"; for
" Jesus said, For judgm.ent I am come into this world, that they which
see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind"
(John ix. 39).
2. In proportion as our spiritual perception grows, we are able
to behold more of--or shall we' say to behold more clearly l-the
glory of the Lord; and, as we behold it, we are " changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord"
(2 Cor. iii. 18). The truth we perceive we receive into our hearts
and feed upon, until it becomes' part of us. Again, the more we are
transformed by the renewing of our mind, the more we are "conformed to the image" of Him, Who is " of purer eyes than to behold
evil," and cannot look on iniquity, and in Whose sight" the heavens
are not clean"; and the more our lil{eness to Him increases, the
more we glorify Him and enjoy the inestimable privilege of fellowship
with Him. Now we can only see in part--" through a glass, darkly"
-for our windows are of agates (Isa. !iv. 12); but the time is coming
when we shall see Him" face to face" (1 Cor. xiii. 12), and" we know
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him: for we shall see
Him as He is." Our mortal bodies will then be changed, that they
" may be fashioned lil<e unto His glorious body," for" as we have
borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the
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heavenly" and thus we shall be able to bear the sight of the unveiled
glory of God, which in our present state we could not do.
Without staying to review the many causes of the small amount
of spiritual perception possessed by too many believers, let us pass
on to consider the remedy prescribed in the Word of God.
In Rev. iii. 18, the blind are counselled thus: "Anoint thine eyes
with eye-salve, that thou mayest see." Whatever the eye-salve may
be, the anointing or unction is the work of the Spirit of Grace and
it is the birthright of every member of the body of Christ; for the
.holy anointing oil went down even to the skirts of Aaron's garments
(Ps. cxxxiii. 2). Let us see to it that we do not despise our birthright; but let us come and ask, or come, buy" without money and
without price," for" He that spared not His Own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things?" Yea," His Divine power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him"
(2 Peter i. 3). He" hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. i. 3). So that we can come with
boldness and ask with confidence, with the full assurance that our
prayer is "according to His Will."
The result of the eye-salve will be that the eyes of our understanding
will be enlightened, more light will dawn upon us, and God will give
us to some extent" the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge" of our Lord Jesus Christ.
" Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes
to behold the Sun" of righteousness; but there is a danger of letting
" light outrun heat." As the Holy Spirit opens to us the Scriptures,
and reveals to us the mind and will of God, may our hearts burn
within us with a holy zeal to be working out in our lives what He is
working in.us, that so we, like John the Baptist, may be burning.as
well as shining lights in the world! May we have a single eye to the
glory of God that our whole body may be full of light! If not, if we
try to serve two master's-God and self-we shall miserably fail and
find to our cost that the light that is in us is darkness and" how great
is that darkness! "
On the other hand, if we obey the truth we see, we shall be enabled
to see more; if we follow on to know the Lord He has promised we
shall know Him. "The path of the just is as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day."
How are we to get more light I-more of Him Who said, "I am
the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life?" If the Word of God is a lamp
to our feet and a light to our path, and we lay it up in our hearts
and obey it, the Holy Spirit will use it to cleanse and purify our hearts
and show us if there be any " beams" of unconfessed sin, inexpedient
habits or feigned or lukewarm love of the brethren, etc., which need
to be removed before we can see clearly. "He that loveth his brother
abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.

•

The

-Gospel· Magazine

167

But he that hiLteth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkJ;less,
.and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded
.his eyes" (1 John ii. 10, ll).
Let us keep all our spiritual senses in constant use, that they may
be "exercised .to discern both good and evil." Then, with a right
sense of the relative value of things seen and temporal, we shall be
occupied in laying up for ourselves treasures in heaven, and where
our treasure is there will our heart be also.
Let us cry after perception, lift up our voice for her, seek her as
silver and search for her as for hid treasures "night and day," as
Nehemiah and Anna did (Luke ii. 37), and we too shall be rewarded.
" Awake thou that sleepest "-be no longer slothful but fervent in
spirit-" arise from the dead," come out from among unbelievers,
who are" dead in trespasses and sins" and whose minds are blinded
by the god of this age; be separated from the world unto God, " and
Christ shall give thee light" (Eph. v. 14).
" If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them," but" to
him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin."
IRENE LUSH.

NOTHING SECRET.
GEHAZI thought that if he gave himself time to cool down, and then
presented himself with the accustomed deference to his master, he
would successfully finish his enterprise. So, though 'guilt must have
been as heavy as it was fresh on his conscience, he went in and stood
before Elisha, and was soon adding another lie to his deception and
theft. But it was no use. God's light there and then streamed upon
the whole transaction and he went out smitten and speecWess-with
his sin to remain for ever on himself.
The Lord said, " There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed,
and hid that shall not be known." This is as light to Israel and as
darkness to Egypt. What a dreadful prospect for all who have conducted and been responsible for the cruelties perpetrated in " the dark
places of the earth," whether in heathen homes or English nunneries,
and for thousands besides who every day make their words or actions
to appear what they are not, and think that they can hide the truth
from God. But He says that nothing will remain secret. They will
be judged at the judgment seat of Christ, and will have no mediator.
But there are some, the apostle includes himself amongst them and
says, "When we are judged we are chastened of the Lord, that we
should not be condemned with the world." These are they who here
and now learn that there is no hiding anything from the eyes of God.
These carry about with them, until He relieves them of it, the burden
of their share in the all-engulfing loss and departure of their first
parents. The Lord lets them know in greater or less measure, according to His purpose and mercy, that there is much evil and no good in
their hearts, that the pride which springs so spontaneously at every
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is to be loathed and lamented before Him, that their coming short
in perfect love to God and man must be judged and cannot be treated
as if it had no existence. But the unspeakable mercy remains.
They are judged now and chastened of the Lord. They have an
Advocate with the Father. They have Jesus to plead His Own
sacrifice and merit on their behalf. They have Christ ever to intercede.
They have the Prince of Peace to undertake, and they have the ever
blessed Spirit within to help them to groan acceptably. When here
Christ said, "I pray for them," and now in the secret place of the
Most High, He does not cease to think of them and to remember that
He said that if He went away He would send the Comforter, the Promise
of the Father. How much He has revealed to His people of His goodness and kindness and love, never upbraiding them because it cost so
much. "Now therefore," Joseph said, " be not angry with yourselves.
God did send me before you to preserve life." He did not mention (at
least not to begin with) the chains, the prison, the reproach, the iron.
All that he took from God and bore. There were secret places in his
life which none need ever know, even as his brethren little imagined,
when he came out to them calm and severe, that he had just been
breaking his heart and bathing his face for the love which convulsed
him.
Christ said, " Pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly." Many men of God
and handmaids of the Lord have so done-have gone, perhaps, in the
middle of the day's affairs to seek His face and His strength, supplicating and beseeching for mercy and help, and have returned" strengthened with might in the inner man," and perhaps also, like Hannah,
with a countenance no more sad. God says He will reward them
openly. It may be that with their unbelief and blindness· and diffidence, they miss many of His fulfilments w.hich are before their eyes.
But though they believe not, He abideth faithful, and when" the day
breaks," and everlasting light arises, all the Lord's work for them, and
all the Lord's work in them, will be known and seen. Their sin only
.
will not be found and" everlasting joy shall be unto them."
FOLLOWER-ON.
.

..'

LOVED, LOOSED, LIFTED.
SOME time ago I heard a sublime and heart-reaching sermon from
Rev. i. 5, 6. I remember the three points so well, which are in themselves a sermon and an uplift. The savour of them lingers still, and
I do pray the Holy Spirit will enable us to gaze with shining, spiritual
eyes upon the glorious sights and to feed upon the feast set before U8
with the delight that only Christ's own know, as they survey their
standing in Him described in the beautiful doxology of Rev. i. 5, 6.
First--" Unto Him that loved us."
Second-" Washed'us from our sins in His own blood."
Third-" Hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father."
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1. Loved-loved from everlasting.

There is an expression in
Rev. xiii. 8 which confirms the certainty and continuity of everlasting
Covenant love, "The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."
The love whereby God so loved the world was in His purpose before
ever the world was. We were chosen in Christ before the foundation
of the world (Eph. i. 4). "The precious blood of Christ as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot: Who verily was foreordained
before the foundation of the world" (1 Peter i. 19). Dear reader,
how stupendous, how marvellous the love that was covenanted between
the Father and the Son for thee and for me, the love that pre-ordained
the suffering of the beloved only Son for guilty perishing sirmers; for
He knew the rebellion, the obstinacy, the doubt, the sin of His
redeemed; yet He drew not back, but" loved them, notwithstanding
all." Yes, dear child of God,
"His love from eternity fixed upon you,

Broke forth and discovered its flame,
When each with the cords of His kindness He drew,
And brought you to love His great Name."
I cannot forbear quoting a very sweet passage that I came across
in one of dear Samuel Rutherford's incomparable letters: "But oh,
I have nothing that can hire or buy grace; for if grace would take
hire, it were no more grace; but all our stability, and the strength of
our salvation, is anchored and fastened upon free grace; and I am
sure Christ hath, by His death and blood, cast the knot so fast, that
the fingers of devils and hell-fulls of sins cannot loose it. And that
bond of Christ, which never yet was, nor ever shall, nor can be forfeited, standeth surer than heaven, or the days of heaven, as that
sweet pillar of the Covenant, whereupon we all hang. Christ and all
His little ones under His two wings, and in the compass or circle of His
arms, is so sure that, cast Him and them in the ground of the sea, He
shall come up again, and not lose one; an odd one carmot and shall
not be lost in the telling."
His love is overwhelming. The contemplation of it is overwhelming.
It is fathomless, supreme, Divine. Truly it is the love" that passeth
knowledge." It is the love that sought us, found us, kept us; the
love that permeates every joy, that shares every sorrow, that goes
before every step, that shines through His holy Word, revealing Himself
through the lattice; the love that breathes through suffering and
lightens the dark places; the love that knits together, knits believers
together in Himself, knits His beloved together with Him. If we
look at all the" togethers " we shall find how welded- we are in Christ.
Rea.ding of some of His most suffering saints we find how wonderfully,
how quietly, how tenderly He comforts, so much so that pain becomes
ecstasy, scorn and contempt of men become delight, and aloneness
sweetest joy. Their expression of love in Him and love from Him
rises to sublimest heights. For He presses the loving soul, which knows
no joy but Himself, so closely to His breast that the soul feels indeed
12
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that" only Heaven is better than to walk with Christ at night over
moonless seas."

Is it not a fact, dear child of God, that this very pain is transmuted
into a source of exquisite joy, rejoicing with Him in the fellowship of
suffering? Ah! the Lord loveth. He knows how to touch the wounded
heart so skilfully and delicately that it revels in the love brought
through the wound. "Oh, love Him! " cried one in his suffering a
few years ago, just at the time when we should imagine, humanly
speaking, he would say, "Oh, fear Him." But he felt the pressure
qf the dear hand, and was comforted.
2. Loosed. In this sweet doxology St. John goes on to show the
loosing. We view the chain which bound-sin. We see the Divine
Looser and how He loosed. We were fast tied down in powerful cords
of sin, deeply sunk in the mire, strongly enclosed in an intricate net
all round. Only those who have been under deep conviction of sin
upon sin, sin within, sin without, sin on this side, sin on that side,
everywhere all sin, making the whole head sick and the whole heart
faint, can understand the tyranny, the bondage, the despair, connected with sin. Only such can fully estimate the sweetness of deliverance, the exquisite blessedness of the words, " washed us from our sins
in His own blood." Washed us-us, dear reader, in His own blood.
Just think of it. Take it into thy very heart. "The blood is the
life thereof." Thy sins, which are death to thee, washed in His life
blood. "Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow." Free-freefree. In Rev. vii. we read of the great multitude" before the throne
and before the Lamb." They had" washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb." Therefore they were before the
throne of God in the glory. The thought of all is overpowering, and
though we see much now, yet it is " through a glass darkly," but then
face to face. Realizing all the blessedness of the cleansing blood and
in the Presence of the Lamb slain for us, what shall we say? What
shall we feel? We can but say now in this time state, with veiled
shaded eyes like the dear old Christian who saw her condition and His
availing blood, " If I reach Heaven He shall never hear the last of it,"
so full of grateful praise was she and glowing heart joy. Ab!
" Eternity's too short to utter all His praise." His unchanging love
is " Higher than the heights above, deeper than the depths beneath."
Profoundest depths, sublimest heights.
Thus He loves. He loves, He looses, and finally He lifts. This
brings us to another view.
3. Lifted. "Hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father." Kings-for we shall reign with Him. "If we suffer, we
shall also reign with Him." Christ's own are one with Him in glory.
They partake of His suffering and reproach here, and they will partake
of His glory there.
,. See on the Throne beside Him
O'er all her foes victorious,

His royal Bride for whom He died
Like Him for ever glorions."

The Gospel Magazine

171

We read in Rev. xx. that the martyred saints, and they which had
not worshipped the beast nor received his mark, lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years. This assertion is repeated in the same
()hapter. "They shall be priests of God and of Christ and shall reign
with Him a thousand years." Well, dear child of God, we shall be
with Christ and that will be heaven for us, that alone; for He is the
Heart of heaven and"I will not gaze at glory, but on my King of grace,
Not at the crown He giveth, but ou His pierced Hand,
The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel's land."
Loved-loosed-liftcd !
Christ hath loved, Christ hath looscd, Christ hath lifted. Loved
from everlasting, loosed from all bondage, liftcd to glory. No separation from His love, no unloosing from His arms, no pulling down from
His lifting up. Hallclujah! For ever loved, loosed, lifted.
NETTlE.

" IS THE OLD TESTAMENT DIVINELY INSPIRED 1 "
By PASTOR JAMES WILLOUGHBY, M.A.,
PRINCIPAL OF STRICT BAPTIST BmLE INSTITUTE.
A PAPER READ AT THE NINTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE SOVEREIGN
GRACE UNION, MAY, 1923.

subject is the following: "Is the Old Testament Divinely
Inspired 1" Vigorous attempts are being made to discredit large
portions of the Old Testament. These attempts are being made by
so-called Christian teachers. Now, according to the New Tcstament,
the entire Old Testsment is trustworthy. If, then, the latter werc
not trustworthy, the formcr would not be trustworthy either.
We regard the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as our
only Rule of Christian Faith and Practice. In the whole, wide world
we can find no other. If we should come to regard these Scripturcs
as being an unreliablc Guide, and should throw them overboard, thcn
we should find ourselves sailing over a wide, dark, perilous ocean
without chart and compass or guiding star.
Let us for a few minutes consider some of the kinds of evidence
on which the destructive critics havc relied. Onc kind is the evidence
of style and vocabulary. It has been suggested that, in some cases,
different parts of the same book differ in style and vocabulary, and
werc, thereforc, written by diffcrent authors. Let us consider this.
At thc prescnt time I posscss a copy of a trust decd. I also possess
a copy of a letter written by a gentleman to a lady. I shall not now
read the copy of the trust decd; many of us would fail to understand
it. I shall not now read the copy of the lettcr to the lady; I shall leave
you to imagine what it is like. It will be enough for me to say that
these two documents are about as widely different in style and vocabulary as any two documents composed in good modern English could
My
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well be. Does it follow, then, that they were written by two different
writers 1 As a matter of fact they were both written by the same
person-a lawyer-a personal friend of my own. I have, amongst
others, three poems. One of them is entitled, "Locksley Hall." I
can read and understand it. Another is entitled, "The Northern
Farmer." I know the meanings of some of the words in this poem,
and I think I can guess the meanings of others; but there are many
words that I do not know how to pronounce. In style and vocabulary
"Locksley Hall" and "The Northern Farmer" are very different
indeed. The other poem is entitled, "To-morrow." I can read this
remarkably well; in fact, I could make one or two corrections in it.
Such forms as "thin" (for "then "), "whin" (for "when "),
H

dhrame," " sthrame,'l and such words as " ochone," " asthore," and

" Machree "; and such phrases as " Katty's Shebeen," "a dhrop 0"
the crathur," and" raison in all things "-such forms and words and
phrases as these remind me of former days spent in my native landIreland. In style and vocabulary this poem differs very widely from
the other two. If difference in style and vocabulary necessarily proved
that documents thus differing were written by different writers, then
it would be clear that these three poems were produced by at least
three different authors; nothing could be clearer. As a matter of
fact, all three were written by Alfred (Lord) Tennyson. Brethren, a
schoolboy fourteen years old ought to know that "Titings may be
vastly different as regards style and vocabulary, and yet have been
written by the same author. Anyone of a hundred unlike combinations of circumstances might account for the difference. The argument
against the Old Testament from style and vocabulary is too thin.
Another kind of evidence that has been relied on is the evidence
of seemingly inconsistent statements. Two statements in, perhaps,
the Pentatench are supposed to conflict with each other, and are,
therefore, supposed to have been written by different writers. I do
not think that those who attach great weight to this kind of evidence
have listened very much to evidence in our law courts. I wonder
how many thousands of times it has occurred that the same witness
has made two seemingly inconsistent statements; but on being asked
for an explanation, has immediately shown to the entire satisfaction
of judge and jury that the two statements were quite consistent!
The argument against the Old Testament from seeming inconsistencies
is too thin.
The evidence relied on by the destructive critics partakes largely
of the nature of circumstantial evidence, and circumstantial evidence
is oftentimes very unreliable. The late Sir Robert Anderson, in one
of his books, narrates an incident that he uses, I think, to illustrate
something in connection with the Samaritan version of the Pentateuch.
He says that in the South Western Railway case in 1897, there was
apparently very strong circumstantial evidence against a certain man ..
At one time, as the case proceeded, there was a seeming weakness in
the evidence because of the fact that an important witness hesitated
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to identify the accused man. The murderer had a moustache, while
the accused man had not. For this reason the witness hesitated.
A little later on, however, it came out in the evidence that the accused
man had bought a false moustache at a certain barber's shop an hour
before the murder had been committed. Then the seeming weakness
vanished. The chain of circumstantial evidence against the man
seemed to be complete. It is almost certain that he would have been
sentenced to death had it not been for one fact that began to stare
the judge and jury in the face. That fact was this: the distance
between the barber's shop and the place where the murder had been
<Jommitted was so great that it was utterly impossible for a human
being to go by any means from the one place to the other in the space
-of an hour. And, according to Sir Robert, this one fact shattered
the \"hole chain of· circumstantial evidence as easily as you would
shatter a chain of sand.
Now, my point is this: some of the destructive critics say that the
Pentateuch was not written by Moses. They seem to think that their
chain of circumstantial evidence for this view is complete. There is,
'however, one fact, amongst others, that stares us in the face. This
-one fact is that the great Son of God endorsed the Jewish view regardin.g
the writings of Moses. He calls them the writings of Moses, and says
that l\'loseswrote of Him. This is the testimony of a truthful Witness
-an Eye-witness-One Who was present on the spot, looking on at
the time the writings were being written, and who knows all about
them. This one fact shatters the destructive critics' whole chain of
<Jircumstantial evidence as easily and as completely as you would
shatter a chain of sand.
Some talk as if all superior scholarship in recent times has been
on the side of the destructive critics. We do not admit this. We
kno\v it is not a fact; but even if it were a fact, we should not be very
much· upset by it, for we should still know that against the destructive
aitics there is ancient scholarship by which all modern scholarship
is entirely outshone. The Apostle Paul was a scholar. He was a
.scholar " brought up at the feet of Gamaliel." He was a scholar who
lived about two thousand years nearer to the time when the Old
Testament autograph manuscripts existed than do modern scholars.
But these things are not all. Paul was a scholar who had been taught
the doctrines of the Gospel, not by man, but by direct revelation of
God, Gal. 1. 12, and who had been led into all Christian truth by the
Spirit of God (cf. John xiv. 26 and xvi. 13 with 2 Cor. xii. 11), and
who taught spiritual truths in utterances that were verbally inspired
by God: "Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth " (1 Cor. ii. 13).
He was a scholar whose teaching was so fully inspired by the Spirit
that it was the very Word of God, 1 Thess. ii.. 13. Paul's learning, then,
completely outshines all modern Biblical learning. He was a scholar
to whom no modern scholar is fit to hold a candle.
: Now, what wa.s this extraordinary scholar's attitude towards the
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Old Testament! This is a question of vast importance. Against the
decision contained in his speeches and writings there can be no appeal
to a higher court. H~'s utterances are the very words of God. Let us
consider some of them.
He calls the Old Testament writings" the Holy Scriptures" (Rom.
i. 2). He calls them" the Sacred Writings" (2 Tim. iii. 15, R.V.).
From these he quotes copiously. The Epistle to the Romans alone
contains forty-five quotations. These are from all three great divisions
of the Hebrew Scriptures. The use he makes of the Hebrew sacred
Scriptures shows that he regarded their utterances as decisive. The
vast importance he frequently attaches to single words shows that
he believed the words to have been given IYy God. In one passage we
find him adually basing a weighty argument on the fact that a little
Hebrew word is in, not the plural, but the singular number. He was
a true disciple of the Divine Teacher who spake so solemnly and so
emphatically of the Old Testament " jots" and "tittles." We find
Paul declaring that he believed everything in the Old Testament:
" After the way in which they call heresy so worship I the God of
my fathers, believing all things that are written in the law and in the
prophets" (Acts xxiv. 14). Conld you imagine a destructive critic
speaking in this way! We find Paul asserting that everything without
exception in the Old Testament had been written for the information
and benefit of Christian believers: "Whatsoever things were written
aforetime, were written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4).
According to Paul, then, the Old Testament writings in every part,
from beginning to end, were miraculously given by God. Conld you
imagine a destructive critic speaking in this way! How, according to
Panl, the Scriptures were thus miracnlously given we find in 2 Tim.
iii. 16: "All Scripture is given IYy inspiration of God, and is profitable."
The Revised Version reads: "Every Scripture inspired of God is also
profitable." If the latter rendering exactly represents what was in
the Apostle's mind, it must be remembered that he was not speaking
of merely some Old Testament Scriptures miraculously given by God
as distinct from other supposed Old Testament Scriptures not thus
miracnlously given, for we have seen that he believed all the Old Testament ScriptU1'es to have been miraculously given by God. He was
speaking of every writing in the Old Testament writings as distinct
from merely human writings outside the Old Testament, so that the
Revised rendering emphasizes Biblical inspiration more strongly, if
possible, than does the Authorized rendering.
As regards the Old Testament, then, two things are evident: one
is that Paul and the destructive critics disagree; and the other is,
that the critics are wrong, for Panl is right.
It is a great matter that the Christian who cannot read a sentence
in Greek or Hebrew, but who is illuminated by the Spirit and the
Word of God, is in as good a position to know the truth regarding
the inspiration of the Old Testament as is the most profound scholar;
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and that the former is in a far better position to know this truth than
is the most profound scholar if the latter be not born again (See
Matt. xi. 25; John vii. 17). Some say they believe that the Old
Testament writings are inspired by God, but that the words in these
writings are not inspired by God. This position is illogical. It would
be illogical to say that a certain rope was hempen, but that its strands
were not hempen. If a rope is hempen, then its strands are hempen,
for the rope is made up of the strands. It would be illogical to say
that a certain sapling was real, but that its roots, stem, and branches
were artificial. If a sapling is real, its roots, stem, and branches are
real, for the sapling is made up of these. It would be illogical to say
that a crop of springing corn was alive with vegetable life, but that
the individual blades in that crop were 1Wt alive. If a crop is alive, its
individual blades are alive, for the crop is made up of the blades.
It would be illogical to say that a certain chain was a gold chain, but
that its links were not gold links. If a chain is of gold, its links are
of gold, for the chain is made up of the links. Similarly, it is illogical
to say that the Wj'itings of the Bible are Divinely inspired, but that
the words in these writings are not Divinely inspired. If the writings
are Divinely inspired, then the words are Divinely inspired, for the
writings are made up of the words.
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AND so every man that has been converted says, as that little boy
said to Mr. M'Cheyne, when he was dying, "I love the Father, Who
loved me and gave Jesus to die for me. I love Jesus, Who shed His
precious blood for me; and I love the Holy Ghost, Who made me
know the love of the Father and the love of the 8on:'-Dr. A. Saphi,.
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A CHEERING WORD FROM A CANADIAN EDITOR.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
REv. AND DEAR SIR,-I have pleasure in enclosing $5 as a slight
appreciation of the magazine. It is one of the most helpfnl Christian
magazines that reaches me, and I wouldn't be without it under any
circumstances, for it is ,a faithful witness to those Scriptural truths
that are entirely overlooked by the great mass of so-called Christians.
I attribute the presence of so many mushroom and fake religions that
are rampant to-day to the pernicious teaching of free-willism. Dear
Spurgeon used to say that a spice of Calvinism acted as a preservative
in the churches, and that those holding free grace doctrines were
rarely found going astray into these modern cults.
I have often wondered why the GOSPEL MAGAZINE does not rUll a
few more advertisements. Surely there are enough godly men in
business that read the magazine that could help to support it by clean
and legitimate advertising. This would take off a'great deal ,of anxiety
in the management of the magazine. This is an advertising country.
If merchants have a good article, something that Christians need and
use, there can't be any harm in letting them knolV about it in the
advertisement pages of a Christian ma&azine. I respectfully offer
this as a business hint.
Yours in the bonds of ChJ:istian love,
Bj'oai!way, Lloydminstej',
J. G. WILLARD,
Bask. and Alta, Feb. 22nd, 1924.
Ed. 01 the "Lloydmini.ter Times."

AN ENCOURAGING TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. EDIToR,-May I record my gratitude before God for a
Magazine so free from the bondage of a party spirit, and yet so clear
and emphatie in demonstrating the difference, so real and vital, which
the Lord' doth put between His elect and those who are not!
(Exod. xi. 7).
Surely this was referred to when the Lord God said to the serpent,
" I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed" (\:ien. iii. 15). And what is the cause of this enmity
and bitter' hostility 1 'Is it not the purpose of Divine grace in Christ
Jesus our Lord! This is manifested in the cry of the quickened soul,
like that of the children of Israel in Egypt. What a difference there
was between the cry of the Publican and the prayer of the Pharisee!
The Publican could ouly cry under a 'sense 'of sin and utter helplessness; but there was something of. Christ in that cry with which God
is well pleased. In 'the prayer of the Pharisee, who. prayed "with
himself," there was all the loathsomeness and pride of creature-religion
which is an abomioation to 'the Lord (I'rov.-xvi. 5). God heard the cry
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of the Publican even as He did that of the cry of His chosen in Egypt.
How precious are the words, " And the Lord said, I have surely seen
the amiction of My people which are- in Egypt, and have heard their
cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; and
I am come down to deliver them" (Exod. iii. 7, 8).
But the difference was ktwwn in wonderful experience when the
blood of the Passover lamb came between them and the Egyptians on
that night ever to be remembered; for the Lord had said, " When I see
the blood, I will pass over you." Truly the Lord doth put a difference
between His people and those who are not. "Forasmuch as ye know
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,
but with the precious blood of Christ" (1 Pet. i. 18, 19).
And how wonderfully was this difference made known at the Red
Sea! Moses had said, " Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation
of the Lord, which He will show to you to-day." And in the light
from the pillar of cloud they saw the way in the sea which was to them
the way of life; but to the Egyptians the way of death. What a
solemn difference! Oh, for grace to distinguish between faith and
presumption.
The Angel of the Covenant in that cloud, or "Christ for us" and
" Christ in us " by the Holy Ghost, makes all the difference to our life
and experience. In the day of our prosperity a shadow is cast upon
our eartWy joys, and without Christ we find death in them, while a
voice seems to say, "This is not your rest." And in the night of
adversity, fire comes between us and all that threatens; while a light
shines in our darkness, and a voice is heard, saying, " This is the way,
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to
the left" (Isa. xxx. 21).
With best wishes, yours in Christ,
127, Railton Road, Herne Hill,
THOMAS LAWSON.
LonikJn, S.E.24. Ma1'ch 6th, 1924.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edito1' of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We shall, God willing, in April commence the second
half of our Fifty-first year of work in supplying our sailors and soldiers
with sound truth. During the past six months we have had several
cases of Divine blessing upon the good seed sown on sea and land,
and our hearts are full of thankfulness to God. But we need fresh
helpers to the funds who will take the place of those helpers who
have been called up higher, so that the work shall go forward with
renewed vigour. It is to the Lord's people that we look for help,
humbly praying the Master of the vineyard that He will lay it upon
some of His servants to come to our aid. A missionary says without
doubt the Lord is using the Gospel Book Mission to feed His people
in. the Army .and Navy..
. 21, Firfiild Street,
1"ours in Gospel bonds,
.
Totterdown, Bristol, Mm'clt, 1924.
R. E.' BRIDER.
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THE ERRORS OF RITUALISM HAVE THEIR SOURCE IN
THE UNREGENERATE HUMAN HEART.*
ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. C. J. GOODHART, lILA.,
RECTOR OF WHETHERDEN, SUFFOLK, AT THE CHURCH ASSOCIATION
CONFERENCE, HELD AT WILLIS'S ROOMS, KING STREET,
ST. JAMES'S, ON THE 12TH OF MAY, 1875.

IN examining any religious system, the question is-first, whether it
is altogether of God, or altogether of the Devil; and if it be mixed-that
is partly of the one and partly of the other-then secondly to ascertain
what in it is of the truth of God, and what in it is of the Devil's lie.
Now the Bible is God's truth altogether; and we may well say of
Atheism, Infidelity, Heathenism, and some other systems, that they
are altogether of the wicked one. But it has best answered the Devil's
purpose to mingle together, as far as he could, truth and error, that
is, God's truth and his lie; for he knows,
1. That a very little error spoils a good deal of truth :2. That under the guise of, or in connection with, a little truth,
he gets an immense deal of error received and adopted:3. That he thus gets the human heart satisfied to remain as it is
under the delusion that it possesses religion enough to save it :4. That it is a matter of perfect indifference what the delusion is;
though the more he can clothe the skeleton, or the putrid carcase of
a dead soul, with the flesh that seems to the victim religious, the more
secure he is of his prey; and of course he will snit the delusion as
much as possible to the taste and fancies of the victim.
Ritualism and Popery are perhaps his masterpieces in this way;
for, in these, with much that is true he has mixed up the most positive
contradictions to the Word of God, and has linked with a portion of
true Christianity the most palpable and fatal absurdities: and he
works these in spite of knowledge, education, civilization refinement,
and common sense. He finds he can make the greatest fools of those
whom the world and themselves reckon to be the most sensible, learned,
acute, and well informed; for he well knows the secret, that the carnal
mind is enmity against God; and that, without·grace, all the talents
of men, however vast, and their natural excellences however surpassing,
only make them the more easy victims of his fearful delusions, and
fitter tools for working upon others to draw them into the same fatal
net of destruction, in which they have themselves become entangled.
Names will at once occur to you illustrating all th.is; but I forbear
to adduce personal instances.
I have put Ritualism and Popery together; and we should not go
far wrong if we were to say they are the same thing: but, at the same
• To be obtained from the Church Association, 18, Buckingham Street,
Strand, W.C.2, at 9d. per dozen.
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time, there is a serious difference. The moment a man becomes a
Papist-and from the first, if he is born such-he is shut out as much
as possible from all truth, and fortified in every way against it. The
children of Romanists from their infancy are educated in Popery, and
are taught so to deal practically with Protestantism and Protestants,
as to expose them in the least possible degree to the probability of
conversion. Many such therefore grow up in entire ignorance of the
truth. But the Ritualists are living in the very blaze of God's truth.
They have in our Prayer Book, Articles, and Homilies, the pure Gospel
of the grace of God: they are bound to read the pure word of God:
in all the services of our Church; and yet they persist in shutting
their eyes against the light; and even, as we have heard of wreckers,
remove or intercept or confuse the heacon lamp of truth, so that
instead of its being a guide to save, it becomes a decoy to inevitable
destruction. Which are the worse of the two classes, in many-I do
not say in all-cases, I leave you to determine.
But to come a little closer to our immediate subject: "The errors
of Ritualism have their source in the unregenerate human heart."
1. The first error I would here name is what our Church states in
these words: "The sacrifices of Masses, in which it is commonly said,
that the Priest doth offer Christ for the quick and dead, to have
remission of pain or guilt, are blasphemous fables and dangerous
deceits."
This may be reckoned the fundamental error of the whole system,
consisting of two parts, first, that transubstantiation is effected by
the priest; i.e., the change of the substance of the bread and wine
mto the body and blood of Christ; the second, that there is the
consequent offering of Christ for sin by the priest, being the continuation
or repetition (for the distinction of these terms, lately attempted to
be established in a criticism on the Bishop of Ripon-Dr. Robert
Bickersteth-is absurd, and dishonest, and the latter after all is the
truer of the two) of that one offering once for all of Himself on the
Cross, by which He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.
Now mark carefully what we have to say in reference to this; for
I doubt whether the full error of this is discerned by many; and I
do not remember to have seen it put as forcibly as it has struck me
in carefully considering it.
The very essence, value, and power of the sacrifice of Christ was in
His SUFFERING for sin :-and this word constantly occurs in reference
to Christ. Luke xxiv. 46, " Thus it behoved Christ to suffer." Acts
xvii. 3, "Christ must needs have suffered." 1 Peter ii. 21, "Christ
also suffered for us." 1 Peter iii. 18, "Christ also hath once suffered
for sins." And, remember, He bare our sins, and \vas made sin for
us, not in a formal manner merely, but in that deep agony of soul
which drew from Him the never-to-be-forgotten cry-" My God! My
God! why hast Thou forsaken Me?" and the completion of the
sacrifice was in the blood-shedding, for the blood is the life; and thus
He laid down His life for us, sealing the atonement by His death.
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Now, do you see the force of what I am saying ~ I deny that there
is any sacrifice of Christ without suffering. It was the sacrifice of
Himself in and by suffering, and that not the mere bodily suffering
-of crucifixion, but the deep unutterable agony of His soul as the sinbearer-all the agony of hell, which we had deserved, meeting in and
'upon ·that holy and spotless One, in that tremendously fearful season
of the darkness of His soul and of the universe-it was this, which
made His bloodshedding and death a sacrifice,-an atonemen.t and
propitiation for sin.
But how can there be any continuation or repetition of the SUFFERING? And yet' if there is the slightest force or truth in what the
Ritualists tell us, that the sacrifice is in a'ny sense going on still, then
I affirm-and I defy contradiction-that the suffering and the wrathbearing must be gomg on still. But certainly this is not the fact.
Look at this a little farther. The infinite singularity and uniqueness
-if I may use the term-of the offering up of Jesus as the Lamb of
God consisted in this, that, owing to His infinite glory as Jehovah, by
His infinite suffering not ouly was it an offering made on"" for all,
but it became impossible that it could be anything else, or need anything to supplement it. But suppose that there was a repetition or
·continuation of that sacrifice, that is, suppose that the Ritualist's idea
is true, then every time the priest, or any priest, offers Christ for the
<tnick and dead, Christ SUFFERS, AND BEARS THE VERITABLE WRATH
OF GOD, as He bare it on the Cross in its ineffable agony. You cannot
have sacrifice without suffering; and if the suffering does not continue,
neither can the sacrifice. On the other hand, in the Protestant--that
is, the Scriptural-view, the Lord's people, in partaking of the bread
and wine, fulfil by faith the Saviour's parting command, " Do this in
remembrance of Me"; and it is impossible it can be anything but a
"'emembrarlCe; because the wrathbearing and the suffering with· the
bloodshedding and death cannot be repeated; and all the transub.stantiation in the world, however by a fiction it may repeat the latter,
cannot approach a hair's breadth to the repeating of the former. But
it is necessary I should just add here, that what that rem.embrance may
be to us, through the Holy Ghost, who brings all things to our remembrance, is quite another matter. Though there is no repetition or
continuation of the sacrifice, yet while we "do this in "'ememl>rance "
of Him, we do-if really and truly His-in the words of our Article,
"rightly, worthily, and with faith receive the same, and the bread
which we break is a partaking of the body of Christ, and the cup of
blessing is a partaking of the blood of Christ." We do offer a sacrifice;
but it is " the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving." The mere presentation of the symbols to God is nothing; there is no preciousness,
.no meaning, no congruity in such a thing, when He has His living
Son-" a Lamb as it had been slain "-with Him at His right hand
in His glory. These symbols are f01' us; and such presentation'to
God, as is made by the Ritualist, can only be an infinite insult and
abomination, showing the utter carnality and the fatal delusion of
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the heart that can offer them, Here we have, then, one clear illustration and proof of the statement embodied in our subject; this error
has its source in the unregenerate human heart; and the point we
have been handling is the very pith of ritualism. Its Eastward Position
and its Vestments are inseparably bound up with what we have been
bringing before you. They presume there is et sacrifice; but we have·
proved this to be impossible unless Christ still suffers !
We proceed now to bring forward a few other illustrations of our
subject, not unconnected with what we have already said. The
characteristic of most of the Ritualistic errors, is utter ignOl·etnce of
spiritual truth: at which, however, we are not surprised, when we
recall those words of the apostle, "The natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him ;.
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."
We find, for instance, an utter ignorance of the real c1wracter of God.
What is Ritualistic Service but another kind of heathenism, about
which God expostulates so severely with His ancient people! Mark,
in Isaiah xliv. 9-20, not a refined and subtil argument, but a strong'
and pointed appeal to their common sense, concluding with those
remarkable words-" None considereth in his heart, neither is there
knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the
fire; yea, also I have baked bread on the coals thereof; I have roasted
flesh and eaten it; and shall I make the rcsidne thereof an abomination! Shall I fall down to the stock' of a tree!" Is not all this
thoroughly applicable (mutatis mutandis) to those who worship the
wafer! And is not the explanation of it precisely the same in the
case of the Papist and of the idolater-" He feedeth on ashes; a
deceived heart hath turned binl aside, that he cannot deliver his soul,
nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand!" Away with the mawkish
apologies and excuses often made, by those who ought to know better,
for Ritualistic idolatry; and let it be visited with the reprobation,
freely expressed, of good Christian common sense. "Bring no more,"
saith God, in the same Prophet, "vain oblations; incense is an
abomination unto me; your new moons and appointed feasts my soul
hateth "; and if He could speak thus, when these things had their
place in the divinely appointed ceremonial, what would He not say,
now that all these things are superseded in His Word (which, remember,
gives us the true and earliest history of Christianity and the Church)
by simple spiritual service, and two ordinances, which we call Sacraments, in perfect correspondence with such service 1 Throughout the
New Testament we have no ritual. How utterly do Ritualists ignore
Christ's weighty and decisive words-" God is a Spirit: and they that
worship Him, must worship Him in spirit and in truth."
Again, there is utter ignorance of the recti nature of sin, Even thc
blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin; how much less the
mummeries, and attitudes, and processions, and elevations, and prostrations, which must occupy all thought, and make the service oscillate
between a wearisome performance and an amusing entertainment!
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How would the soul, if truly regenerate, instead of going back to
beggarly elements, leap for joy at finding itself freed, as in our Scriptural
Protestant service, from all such bondage of externals, and privileged
to walk in the blessed liberty of simple worship and loving spiritual
fellowship! How can a heart have ever truly ached for sin, or a soul
felt itself hopelessly lost, that can play with sin in this way, and make
a pastime of ordinances, in which, to a living faith, pardon is to be
sealed and grace is to be imparted!
Again, what ignorance is manifested, in this fearful system, of all
atonement, first, in its suffering; and, secondly, in its sufficiency.
As we have already seen-how entirely the pretended offering of
Christ, by the Romish or the Ritualistic priest, ignores the essential
feature of suffering! And what can the wrath of God be, if it can
be thus mitigated and appeased at the will of a priest and subject to
his performance?
We can scarcely forbear to notice on this occasion the fearful
abominations of the Confessional. How can any, that possess the
blessedness of the pure in heart, who now live near to God, and shall
see Him for ever, and are ever looking to the grace of Christ, and the
strength and comfort of the indwelling Spirit to overcome and mortify
their hated corruptions, not dread, with infinite recoil, for themselves
and others, such certain and inevitable pollution. What are we not
bourul to think of those, and of their system, who encourage intercourse,
reeking with filthiness, and setting up a moral mortification in all the
faculties of thought and feeling. The arrogating, too, to man in this,
as well as in other things, the prerogative which belongs only to God,
is another unmistakable feature of the unregenerate heart.
Again, the lowering down spiritual communion with God, so as to
be dependent on the mere contact of matter with our bodies, in the
eating of the bread, and the drinking of the wine, cannot be conceived
as co-existing with divine grace. How singularly has the Word of
God met by anticipation these grossest notions of the carnal mind!
"Not that which entereth into the mouth defileth the man," was
Christ's own statement, when discussing meats, and His appeal to
the co=on sense and universal conviction of His hearers; and we
should justly demand that it should have been most unequivocally
revealed-before we could be warranted in believing it-that anything
entering in by the mouth into a man could cleanse or sanctify or save
him, any more than that it could defile him.
A total want of sympathy with the universal experiences of the
apostles, as evidenced in their Epistles, and of all their faithful followers
ever since, is another marked feature in the adherents of ritualism;
and, I may add also, their consequent denial of the experience, in a
real child of God, of the work of the Holy Ghost, and fellowship with
Jesus. This is no matter of surprise; for wherever externals can
occupy and satisfy the Ritualist as they do, he cannot have felt
those deeper needs and heart-longings, which find their satisfying in
nothing less than Jesus Himself, and in the fellowship of that
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Spirit, who takes of the things of Christ, and showeth them to us.
And it is only in entire keeping with all this deadness to and denial
of spiritual life, that with such persons there is little or no separation
between things sacred, and things most trifling and worldly. Both
are confounded together in the experience and practice of the Ritualist.
The holy and the worldly are both viewed by him from the standing
point of the flesh; and therefore he finds no difficulty in combining
the one with the other; while the true children of God, those that
are heartily and soundly Evangelical, must and do come out and are
separate, not touching the unclean thing; and are thus as much
disliked and hated, with but few exceptions, as were our Lord and
His Disciples by the Scribes and Pharisees. It was Christ's object
to purchase unto Himself a Church, " an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Christ Jesus"; and what
Christ has given to His Church by the Holy Ghost comprises all
spiritual blessings, for which they may look and ask without limit;
but our condition is one of fallen flesh; and He has accordingly given
us what that flesli needs, but no more-namely, two simple, significant,
and instructive ordinances, which we call sacraments; and nothing
beyond. It was fallen flesh that was to be dealt with; and therefore,
in His loving dealings with us, there must be fixed boundaries and
due restrictions, so as to help the spirit without encumbering it. In
the resurrection body, all will be different. Whatever may be the
perfection and adornments of that outer world, the perfected spirit
will never swerve from its perfect love; perfect worship, perfect service;
and the resurrection body, fashioned like to the body of Christ's glory, _
will ever be its help-meet, and never its burden. Here, in the present
condition, in those who are truly converted to God, all His spiritual
provisions are welcomed and realized, and the true life is felt to be
the spiritual life; and the outward things are taken in moderation
and used within limits, even in connection with religion itself, as in
the case of the sacraments. In the unconverted, outward things are
understood, enjoyed, and appropriated, as natural and&suitable and
sufficient; and they constantly invade the province of religion; while
spiritual things are either rejected by the infidel, or carnalized by the
Papist and Ritua!ist, who know no other use for them.
I make two remarks in conclusion :L In speaking of Ritualists, it should be remembered that all do
not go to the same length; and if we have to deal with them personally,
we must be careful to seek grace to act and speak wisely according to
circumstances_ "On some have compassion, making a difference."
2. Of what moment it is, that those who really are the Lord's own
children, born of the Spirit, and savingly united to Christ, should
walk worthy, come out and be separate, and possess real spiritual
affections; that they may not put a stumbling-block in the way of
Ritualists and others; but be able to exercise a holy influence, through
the power of their spirit and conduct, to bring them, if it be the Lord's
will, to Christ, and thus to save their souls.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
GOD has graciously blessed the Insti~ution during the twelve months
that have just closed, and the Committee have been enabled to increase
the benefits to the 1022 Pensioners, and to carry out needed improvements at the Homes. New annual subscribers are being obtained,
but an increase in the number of smaller contributors is desirable.
The help from Auxiliaries and collections after sermons is encouraging. The North London Auxiliary has recently held its annual
meetings at our Hornsey Rise Home, when the inmates were the guests
at tea.. Sermons for the Society have been given at Grove Chapel,
Camberwell; the Brixton Tabernacle; North Road Chapel, Brentford ;
Bethlehem Chapel, Richmond; Lynton Road, Bermondsey; and other
places. Our friends at the Circus Church, Portsmouth, where the
Rev. F. Peacock, B.D., ministers, have recently formed an Auxiliary
to the Society.
At Caxton Hall, Westminster, the 117th Annual Meeting will (D. V.)
be held on Friday, May 2nd. The Rev. Harold R. H. Hill, L.Th., of
St. Luke's, Leamington, will preach at 3.45, and Sir Thomas Inskip,
C.B.E., K.C., M.P., will preside at 6 o'clock. Addresses will be given
by Sir George Hume, J.P., L.C.C., J. C. Dennis, Esq., and the Revs.
Dr. Hamilton, Harold B. H. Hill, and George Rose, of Croydon. The
attendance of all friends of the Lord's aged poor is cordially invited.

iRehieUl£l anll jl}.otice£l of )Soob,
THE ApOSTASY AND THE PRINCEDOM OF THE DEVIL. By the late
Rev. James Ormiston. Pp. 43. Price 3d., post free. (Sovereign
Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London,
S.E.5).
This pamphlet consists of chapters 2 and 3 of The Satan of &riptu"e,
by our highly..esteemed friend the late Editor of this Magazine. The
first chapter has already been issued in pamphlet form, and the
Sovereign Grace Union hopes to issue the remaining chapters as funds
allow. We would recommend all our readers, who do not possess
the whole volume, to purchase all these pamphlets as they appear
and have them bound in one volume. Anyone who has read Mr.
Ormiston's Satan of Scripture will be convinced that it is a most
valuable work, to produce which Mr. Ormiston must have devoted a
large amount of time, study, and labour. The teaching of Scripture
on the Apostasy of Satan and his present princedom over angels,
over men, and over the world at large, has been written for our learning.
In these days of widespread apostasy we need to have a clear knowledge of what God has revealed about our adversary the Devil.
We have received from The Sovereign Grace Union FOUNDATION
STONES by the late Rev. Hely H. A. Smith. A review will (DoV.)
appear in our 1\'[ay issue.

