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Who comfortetb. US in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we otll'8elve9 are comforted of God,"-2 Con I, 4.

OUR UNWORTHINESS.
"The latchet of Whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and
unloose."-MARK i. 7.
THE utter unworthiness of the members of GOD'S redeemed family
is our topic in this Family Portion. They have no ground for
self-glorification, though vain thoughts may often enter their
minds. The questions of the Apostle, "who maketh thee to
differ from another 1 and what hast thou that thou didst not
receive 1 " need ever be borne in mind by every child of GOD. The
further question also needs to be remembered, "Now if thou
didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received
it 1 " (1 Cor. iv. 7). Ab, yes, we are very prone to forget that we
have nothing which we did not receive. Thoughts of pride are
sometimes cherished in our hearts, yet in very truth we are wholly
and unreservedly debtors to, mercy alone. It is by the grace of
Gob we are what we are. No flesh should glory in His presence.
It is remarkable that the words of John the Baptist, in which he
expresses his unworthiness, are recorded by each of the four Evangelists (Matt. iii. 11; Mark i. '7; Luke iii. 16; and John i. 27).
They are also quoted by the Apostle Paul, showing they had made
a deep impression on the minds of many who heard them (see Acts
xiii. 25). Let us make these words the basis of a meditation on
our unworthiness.
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1. First, we are unworthy ot Divine merlY!J when first we return to
the GOD tram Whom we have wandered.
When the prodigal son was in the far country, and had come to
himself, he determined to arise and go to his father, and say to him,
" I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no 11wre
worthy to be called thy son " (Luke xv. 18, 19,21). Such an acknowledgment of sin and unworthiness well expresses the feelings of
the sinner when the HOLY GHOST has convicted him of sin and
made him aware of the plague of his own heart. All thought of
merit passes away. He feels that he is not worthy to be called a
son by creation, let alone by adoption and grace, and he approaches
GOD'S throne, not pleading his own worthiness, but the worthiness
of GOD'S dear SON. "For His sake," he cries, " blot out my transgressions, pardon my sins, and welcome me into Thy family."
2. Secondly, we are unworthy to approach the throne at grace tohenever we desire fresh mercies.
It is our privilege that we may enter the holiest, but it is only" by
the blood of JESUS." We are not worthy of ourselves to draw near.
The believing Centurion who desired a favour from the LORD
JESUS said, "LORD, trouble not Thyself: tor I am not worthy that
Thou shouldest enter under my roof: wherefore neither thought I
myself worthy to come unto Thee: but say in a word, and my
servant shall be healed" (Luke vii. 6, 7). Others thought him
worthy and pleaded his worthiness (verse 4), but such was not his
thought. He had a very lowly estimate of himself, and a very
exalted estimate of CHRIST. In like manner we are never worthy
to draw near to GOD. Real humility, a deep sense of unworthiness,
befits the people of GOD at all times. "GOD resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble" (James iv. 6). l\iay we ever be
enabled to walk humbly before Him.
3. Thirdly, we are still unworthy when toe are able 10 review a
lengthy period at our experience.
Jacob had many faults, but he was nevertheless one of GOD'S
saints. GOD made all grace to abound toward him. After a long
experience of Divine favour he returned to his own land, and as he
reviewed the past how did he express himself? He said, " 0 GOD
of my father Abraham, and GOD of my father Isaac, the LORD
which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred,
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and I will deal well with thee: I am not worthy of the least of all the
rneriYies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant;
for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become
two bands" (Gen. xxxii. 9, 10). Is not this the language of our
hearts? Our aged readers, as they recall their past experiences,
are ready to say, " I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies,
and of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed."
'1. Fourthly, we are still unworthy however exalted our position may
be in the Church of GOD.
John the Baptist was a great prophet. The ;LORD JESUS said of
him, " Among them that are born of women there hath not risen
a greater than John the Baptist" (Matt. xi. 11).. Taught by the
HOLY GHOST,. however, John felt his utter unworthiness. "eHe
must increase," he said of CHRIST, "but I must decrease" (John
iii. 30). The latchet of His shoes" I am not worthy to stoop down
and unloose." The latchet was the leather thong by which the
sandal was fastened to the foot. To unloose a sandal was the
meanest duty of a slave. "The sandals were tied and untied; and
borne about by the meanest servants." Yet here we have the
great prophet saying he was unworthy to do for his Divine Master
the meanest duty. How can we, who occupy positions in the
Church of GOD much lower than that of John, cherish vain thoughts
after reading his confession of unworthiness ~
Paul was the great Apostle to. the Gentiles. He stands out as
one of the greatest of GOD'S instruments in making known the
Gospel of Divine grace. Yet he said of himself, " I am the least of
the apostles, that am. not meet to be called an Apostle" (1 Cor. xv. 9).
He deeply felt his own unworthiness, and said, "By the grace of
GOD I am what I am." 0 how much we need to give no quarter
to thoughts of vanity and pride! We have not the least ground of
boasting either in respect of temporal or spiritual things, or in
respect of bodily, mental and spiritual powers. "Of Him, and
through Him, and to Him, are all things: to Whom be glory for
ever. Amen" (Rom. xi. 36). We may add at this point that the
LoRD'S unworthy people are called to suffer for CHRIST'S sake,
but" the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us" (Rom. viii. 18).
Let us remember this for our comfort.
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5. Lastly, let us think of things which are worthy.
The Gospel of the grace of GOD, which tells of eternal salvation
through the "blood and righteousness of CHRIST, is worthy to be
listened to, to be believed and to be welcomed into the heart.
" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that CHRIST
JESUS came into the world to Sl1ve sinners" (1 Tim. i. 15). 0, if
He had not come to save sinners how awful our case would have
been!
The Triune JEHOVAH, Who planned the eternal redemption of
unworthy sinners, is worthy of the whole-hearted adoration of His
redeemed people. "Thou art worthy, 0 LORD, to receive glory
and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for
Thy pleasure they are and were created" (Rev. iv. 11). 0 may
we give unto Him the honour due unto His Name.
The LAMB Who was slain is worthy.
" Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof ~ "
" I wept much, because no rruln was found worthy to open and to
read the book, neither to look thereon."
" Weep not: behold, the LION of the tribe of J uda, the ROOT
of David, hath prevailed to open the book."
"I beheld, and, 10, in the midst of the throne . . . stood a
LAMB as it had been slain."
" He came and took the book."
Then the four living creatures and four and twenty elders fell
down before the LAMB.
" And they sung a new song, saying, THou ART WORTHY to take
the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to GOD by Thy blood out of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and nation." Then the voice of many angels,
the number of whom was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands, was heard saying, "Worthy is the LAMB
that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing" (Rev. v. 2-12).
Can we ever refrain, dear children of GOD, from giving glory,
honour, praise and power to the LAMB ~
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houqhton).
Whitinqton Vicarage,
Stoke Femj, Norfolk.
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. FAITH-HEALING MISSIONS.
" I am the Lord that healeth thee."-ExoDus xv. 26.

ON several occasions we have inserted matter from our valued
contemporary the English Churchman criticizing the faith-healing
missions which have recently been held in England and elsewhere.
One of our lady readers was evidently thankful for this testimony.
Another, however, was distressed, and wrote a kindly-written
letter objecting to our attitude on this subject. She also suggested
that we might think it well to reply to her criticism in the Magazine.
We have decided to do this in the following article. We desire to
write scripturally and kindly, though we cannot write exhaustively
in a short article.
1. First, we would point out that the Lord as the Healer often exercises His power in preventmg disease.
One of J ehovah's titles is " I am the Lord that healeth thee."
When the Lord uttered these words He said to His people Israel,
" If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God,
and wilt do that which is right in His sight, and wilt give ear to
His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of
these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians:
for I am the Lord that healeth thee" (Exod. xv. 26). It is plain
from this passage that all disease is under Divine control, and that
God may in judgment visit diseases upon nations and individuals
because of sin. If we obey His voice, aDd walk in His ways, it may
please Him to exercise His power in preserving us from attacks of
illness. There can be no doubt that health of body is a Divine
blessing.
All temporal blessings come from Him. "He giveth to all life,
. and breath, and all things." "In Him we live, and move, and
have our being." If, therefore, we enjoy good health we owe it to
His goodness. He may, as in the case of Job, test the faith of His
people by allowing them to be attachd with disease. He may, on·
the other hand, grant prolonged health to ungodly persons; but
normally it would seem that if His people walk in His ways, and
do His will, He will display His power on their behalf in preserving
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them in health. We can hardly, however, be said to be obeying
His voice if we ignore the laws of health. We know that regular
and nourishing food, regular exercise, regular rest, and fresh air and
sunshine are all needed if we would keep in a healthy condition.
We cannot, therefore, expect God to preserve us in health if we
neglect the means which He has appointed for our bodily well-being.
2. Secondly, we are taught in Scnpture that the Lord as the great
Healel' often exercises His healing power in relation to disease.
Sickness is one of the consequences of sin. Because of sin the
Lord God said to the woman, "I will greatly multiply thy sorrow
and thy conception; in sorrow shalt thou bring forth children"
(Gen. iii. 16). The birth of children is associated with much pain
and suffering. A woman cannot be said to be in health when she
is passing through much bodily pain and anguish. All this sorrow
and pain are due to sin. The Lord God said to Adam, " Cursed is
the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life. . . . In the sweat· of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till
thou return unto the ground" (Gen. iii. 17,19). All the sorrow from
which every man more or less suffers during his life is due to sin.
. The many diseases which visit himself and his family are all
traceable to sin. They are God's judgment upon man for sift.
Death is the wages of sin, and death is always the result of bodily
disease, bodily decay, bodily ill-health. It is true that God may
sometimes, as in Job's case, try the faith of His people apart from
any special sin, but it is evident from Scripture that had there been
no sin there would have been no disease and no death. When
disease comes' the natural thing for a Christian is to look to the
Lord for the putting forth of His healing power. As in other
tToubles, so in this the child of God cries unto the Lord, and seeks
His delivering mercy. The psalmist was suffering from disease
when he cried, "Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord; for I am weak:
o Lord, heal me; for my bones are vexed." "The Lord heard the
voice of his weeping" (Psa. vi. 2, 8). It does not say he was
immediately healed, but he was healed eventually. Again we read,
." 0 Lord my God, I cried unto Thee, and Thou hast healed me.
o Lord, Thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: Thou hast
kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit" (Psa. xxx.
2, 3). This is the testimony of all God's people in all ages. How
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often are they able to say. " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget
not all His benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniqUities; Who
healeth all thy diseases" (Psa. ciii. 2, 3) 1 However much medicine
they have taken, and however well they have been ministered to by
physiciaris and nurses, they recognize that it is the Lord Himself
Who has really healed them. They were so ill that their souls
abhorred all manner of meat, and they drew near to the gates of
death, but they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He saved
them out of their distresses (Psa. cvii. 17-19). "I am the Lord
that healeth thee" truly sets forth what the Lord is to His praying
people.
3. Thirdly, we are taught that the LOTrI'S healing power is often
exercised through the use of means.
Hezekiah was sick unto death, but in answer to his prayer the
Lord proniised to heal him, not immediately, but in three days.
He said, " I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold
I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of
the Lord." But under the direction of the inspired prophet Isaiah
means were employed for his recovery. The prophet said, "Take
a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he
recovered" (2 Kings xx. 1, 5, 7).
The inspired Apostle enjoined Timothy to use means for his
bodily health. Timothy was evidently suffering from a delicate
stomach and from frequent bodily weakness. In reference to his
case, therefore, the Apostle said, " Drink no longer water" (possibly
" as a habit," as Fausset suggests), "but use a little wine for thy
stomach's sake and thine often infirmities" (1 Tim. v. 23). Here,
again, means were to be resorted to for the sake of health.
In the account of Paul's shipwreck, given in the Acts of the
Apostles, we find that Apostle saying to his fellow-passengers,
"Wherefore I pray you to take some meat: for this is for your
heaUh" (Acts xxvii. 34). They had been fasting fourteen days
(verse 33), and the Apostle doubtless felt that they had got into
a low state physically. Hence he advised food as a means of
preserving their lives. Our Lord said of the four thousand, "If
I send them away fasting to their own houses, they will faint by
the way." Hence He fed them. He used means to prevent their
getting into a weak condition of body (Mark viii. 3). When He
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raised the daughter of J airus from the dead" He commanded to give
her meat" (Luke viii. 55). He thus used means for her bodily
health. One of the great remedies which a physician advises in
-cases of sickness is appropriate food and sufficient nourishment.
. Moreover, our Lord said, " They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick" (Matt. ix. 12). He was justifying His
conduct in eating with publicans and sinners, but at the same time
He suggested His recognition of the fact that sick people normally
need a physician to prescribe remedies for their restoration to
health.
4. Fourthly, we are taught that the Lord has occasionally exermsed
His heaZ,ing power miraculously.
It is important to emphasize the word" occasionally." The time
occupied by the history in the Old Testament according to the
received chronology is about 4000 years. During that long period
we only read of miracles taking place, with very few exceptions, in
the time of Moses and Joshua, and in the time of Elij/l-h and Elisha.
This is a remarkable fact, and indicates that in Old Testament
times miraculous displays of Divine power were not the normal
method of God's working. Trench, in his" Notes on the Miracles,"
says, "It is not my belief that she (the Church) has this gift 'of
working miracles, nor yet that she was intended to have and only
through her own unfaithfulness has lost it; nor that her Lord has
abridged her of aught that would have made her strong and glorious
in not endowing her with powers such as these." AI; " a strong
presumption against the intended continuance of these powers in
the Church," he goes on to say that we may take" the analogies
derived from the earlier history of God's dealings with His people.
We do not find the miracles sown broadcast over the whole.- Old
Testament history, but they cluster round a very few eminent
persons, and have reference to certain great epochs and crises of
the kingdom of God. Abraham, the 'friend of God' and 'father
of the faithful '-David, the theocratic king,-Daniel, 'the man
greatly beloved,' are alike entirely without them; that is, they do
no miracles; such may be accomplished in their behalf, but they
themselves accomplish none. In fact, there are but two great
outbursts of these: the first, at the establishing of the kingdom
under Moses and Joshua, when, as at once is evident, they could
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not have been wanting; the second in the time of Elijah and
Elisha; that also a time of the utmost need, when the Levitical
priesthood being abolished, and the faithful only a scattered few
among the ten tribes, it was a question whether the court religion
which the apostate kings of Israel had set up, should not quite
overbear the true worship of J ehovah. Then, in that decisive
epoch of the kingdom's history, the two great prophets, they, too,
in a subordinate sense the beginners of a new period, arose, equipped
with powers which should witness that He Whose servants they
were, was the God of Israel, however Israel might refuse to acknowledge Him. There is in all this an entire absence of prodigality in
the employment of miracles; they are ultimate resources, reserved
for the great needs of God's kingdom, not its daily incidents; they
are not cheap off-hand expedients, which may always be appealed
to, but come only into play when nothing else would have supplied
their room. How unlike this moderation to the wasteful expenditure of miracles in the legends of the middle ages! There is no
perplexity can occur so trifling that a miracle will not be brought
in to solve it; there almost no saint, certainly no distinguished one,
is without his nimbus of miracles around his head; they are
adorned with these in rivalry with one another, in rivafry with
Christ Himself. That remarkable acknowledgment, 'John did no
miracle' (John x. 41), finds no parallel in the records of their
lives" (Notes on the Miracles, by Archbishop Trench, Preliminary
Essay, pp. 49, 50).
When the Lord smote Miriam with leprosy in consequence of sin,
"Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, Heal her now, 0 God, I
beseech Thee," and after seven days she was allowed to come again
into the camp (Num. xii. 9-15). Even in this case the healing may
not have been immediate. Certainly, however, it may be regarded
as a miracle. Naaman's recovery from leprosy was miraculous.
In regard to leprosy in general it is remarkable that in the Old
Testament God does not provide for the healing of lepers, but only
gives injunctions as to what should be done if cleansing had taken
place. There is no provision for the miraculous healing of leprosy.
When we come to the time of our Lord and His apostles we find
that miracles of healing abound. It would have been strange if it
had not been so. The manifestation of God in human form when
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the Eternal Word and the Eternal Son became flesh is, we suppose,
the most wonderful and the most marvellous event in the history of
the world. Trench well says, "It is no wonder that He Whose
name is ' Wonderful' (Isa. ix. 6) does works of wonder; the only
wonder would be if He did them not. The sun in the heavens is
itself a wonder; but it is not a wonder that, being what it is, it rays
forth its effiuences of light and heat" (Notes on the Miracles, p. 8).
It is remarkable, however, that our Lord wrought no miracles until
after He was thirty years old. His first miracle followed His baptism (compare John i. 33; ii. 11; Luke iii. 22, 23). He must have
been constantly in contact with sickness and disease during the
greater part of His life on earth, and yet He refrained from exercising
His Divine power to heal. Not until He entered upon His pnblic
ministry did He display His healing and miraculous powers. And
why did He work these miracles 1 It was to attest the truth of His
claims and of His message. "The works which the Father hath
given Me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness 01 Me,
that the Father hath sent Me" (John v. 36). He was thus" a Man
approved 01 God by miracles and wonders and signs which God did by
Him" (Acts ii. 22). How could anyone have believed that He
was the incarnate Son of God if such miracles, wonders, and signs
had not been wrought in attestation of such a stupendous claim 1
It is true that the greatest sign of the truth of His claim is His
resurrection from the dead, but the other signs were also needful
(see Matt. xii. 38-40; Rom. i. 4). In reference to our Lord's
miracles the Apostle John says, "Many other signs truly did Jesus
in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book:
but these are w·ritten, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son 01 God,. and that beheving ye might hav.e lile through His name "
(John xx. 30, 31).
" That the Church has had these wonders,-that its first birth
was, like that of its wondrous Founder, wonderful,-of this it preserves a record and attestation in the Scriptures of truth. The
miracles recorded there live lor the Church,. they are as much present
witnesses 101' Ohrist to us now as to them who actually saw them with
their eyes. For they were done once, that they might be believed
always" (Trench, Notes on the Mimcles, p. 53. Italics ours).
Hence, when once the truth of our Lord's claims and testimony as
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set forth by Himself and His apostles had been fully established
there was no further need for the miracles and wonders and signs
which accompanied their ministry.
5. Fifthly, we are taught that the Lord's healing power is normally
exerci{ied slowly and not miraculously.
No Christian man doubts the Lord's power to heal immediately
and in a miraculous way, but we do not find healing of disease was
usually miraculous in Old Testament times. That the Lord in
answer to His people's prayers, and by the use of means, did heal
all their diseases, and does so still from time to time, when it pleases
Him, is a matter of experience. We believe, however, that He
does not usually remove sickness at once any more than He usually
removes any other trial at once. Our Lord teaches us to persevere
in prayer. He Himself allowed the woman of Canaan to go on
praying, and greatly tested her faith ere He granted her request.
The imprisonment of Peter was a great trial to the Church of God,
and prayer on his behalf was made without ceasing. God could
have released him at once, but He tested the faith of His people by
delay. Sickness is part of our discipline. It is one of the ways in
which the Lord chastens His people, but it would be robbed of its
spiritually-helpful effects if it were removed almost as soon as it
were experienced. Our heavenly Father is pleased to chasten us
for our profit. Such chastening or discipline does not seem to be
joyous for the present, but "afterward it yieldeth the peaceable
fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby"
(Heb. xii. 10, 11). Even in Apostolic days miraculous healing was
not always resorted to. The Apostle Paul did not resort to
miracles for his own personal benefit. Otherwise he might have
saved himself from stripes, imprisonments, deaths, stonings, shipwrecks, weariness and painfulness, hunger and thirst, cold and
nakedness (see 2 Cor. xi. 23-27).
He had to endure" a thorn in the flesh" which was given to him
to keep him humble. Although he besought the Lord thrice to
remove it, his request was not granted.
Timothy, Paul's own son in the faith, had a weak stomach and
suffered often from infirmities, but the Apostle refrained from
exercising the signs of an Apostle to heal him (1 Tiro. v. 23).
He contented himself by giving him advice as to his health.
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Trophimus was suffering from sickness, but the Apostle refrained
from working a miracle to heal him. He left him at Miletum still
suffering (2 Tim. iv. 20).
The Apostle John says to Gaius, "Beloved, I wish above all
things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul
prospereth" (3 John 2). Fausset says, " Perhaps John had heard
from the brethren (verse 3) that Gaius was in bad health." This
seems likely.. Hence the Apostle expresses good wishes and
prayers for his bodily health, but he makes no suggestion of a
miraculous cure.
It sometimes happens that a patient gets very low, and both
physicians and attendants become almost hopeless of recovery.
Prayer to God then becomes more urgent, and a marked and early
change for the better takes place which is felt to be almost miraculous. There can be no doubt that God does in His mercy, and
in answer to prayer, greatly accelerate the recovery of some of His
people, and give them special reason to praise Him for His healing
and restoring mercies. All healing is from Him even though He
uses means and grants recovery slowly, rather than with that
immediateness which is rightly regarded as miraculous.
6. Sixthly, Scripture seems to teach that miraculous gifts were not
permanently bestowed upon the Church.
Sickness is only one of the many sorrows which are the result of
sin. Wars, famines and earthquakes are due to sin. Why should
we expect miraculous power to be employed to remove sickness
and not to remove war, famine and earthquakes ~ Yet we know
that these are predicted and will certainly characterize the present
dispensation (see Matt. =iv. 6, 7).
In Apostolic. times the gift of healing was one of many supernatural gifts which were bestowed on various members of the
Church. To one was given" the word of wisdom; to another the
word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the
same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to
another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to
another the interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh that
one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as He
will" (1 Cor. xii. 8-11). It is important to notice these last words
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which we have italicized. The Holy Ghost divided all the supernatural gifts enumerated to every man severally as He Himself
(the Holy Ghost) willed. "Not according to the merits or wishes
of men, but according to His Own will" He distributed these gifts.
It follows that if these supernatural gifts were intended to be permanent they would have been permanent. The will of the Holy
Ghost would have been expressed in their continuance. Dr.
Charles Hodge says, " The only evidence that an office was intended
to be permanent is the continuance of the gift of which it was the
organ, and the command to appoint to the office those who are
found to possess the gift. The only evidence that God intended
the eye to be a permanent organ of the body is, that He has
perpetuated the faculty of vision" (Hodge on 1 Corinthians, chap.
..
XlJ.

'.!8)
~
.

The miraculous gifts were distributed in Apostolic times according
to the sovereign will of the Holy Ghost. God bore witness to the
testimony of the apostles, "both with signs and wonders, and with
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to His Own
will" (Heb. ii. 4).
That the supernatural gifts were intended only to be temporary
appears from the Apostle's teaching in 1 Corinthians xiii. He says,
"Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether
there be knowledge,. it shall vanish away." On the other hand, he
teaches that faith, hope, and charity, the ordinary graces of the
Spirit, were to abide (verses 8-13). The late Bishop Moule says,
" And this same Epistle, in a memorable passage (xiii. 8) speaks of
Christian prophesyings, and says, that' they shall fail '-not, shall
not come true, but shall become obsolete as a phenomenon. And so
I think they are at present. And why 1 Surely, because the
Scriptures of the prophets, Old and New, are perfect in our hands "
(The Public Ministry of Women, pp. 13, 14). If, therefore, prophecies and tongues were to become obsolete, so would also the
other supernatural gifts of the Spirit, including miraculous healing.
The promise, therefore, of miraculous signs in Mark xvi. 17, 18
would refer only to Apostolic times.
In like manner the directions given in the Epistle of J ames
(v. 14, 15) would refer only to Apostolic times when the Holy Ghost,
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in the exercise of His sovereign will, bestowed miraculous gifts on
many of His people. Anointing the sick with oil is associated with
these supernatural gifts (compare James v. 14 and Mark vi. 13).
Of course, the injunction, " Pray one for another, that ye may be
healed," is a permanent Christian duty, and is regularly practised
by believers generally. The Lord does heal His people's diseases
now when it pleases Him, and He thus answers His people's
prayers. The fact that the answer comes slowly and not miraculously does not make it any the less an answer to their believing
prayers.
It is important to observe that the gift of healing was only one
of many supernatural gifts which the Holy Ghost bestowed on many
of God's people in Apostolic times. The apostles not ouly healed
the sick; they raised the dead, they spake with tongues, and they
prophesied. If the gift of healing is permanent, so also must the
power to raise the dead, to speak with tongues and to prophesy be
permanent. Why should the claim to heal the sick miraculously
be made without also making the claim to raise the dead 1 Moreover, if the doctrine now being taught in regard to healing the sick
be pressed to its logical conclusion it would drive death out of the
world. If a man· of 40 may be healed miraculously, why not a man
of 90 1 If immediate healing may be experienced once, why not
-many times 1
, If a man may thus be cured once, why not always 1 Why, then,
should he ever die·1 The doctrine will not hold good always.
Therefore, in our view, it is unsonnd.
We have before ns an Address by Mr. Hickson, on "The Ministry
of Healing in the Church." It contains so much which, in our view,
is unscriptural, that we propose to deal with it, God willing, in an
article in our next issue.
THE EDITOR
(Thomas H011g11inn).
Whitington Vicamge,
Stoke Feny, Norfolk.

THE preservation of the Church is a continuing miracle. It resembles
Daniel's safety among the hungry liona, but prolonged from one agu
to another. The ship wherein Christ is may be weather-beaten, but
shall ·not perish.-Archbishop Leighton on the Creed. 1680.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why
the bush is not burnt."-oExoD. iii. 3.
is sometimes a point in our pathway of providence, and in our
spiritual experience, when we may not ask the reason why. There are
many mysteries we must leave, and wait to have unfolded to us. A
little child said, " Father will tell me when I get home," when her littlc
brain was puzzling as to why this and why that, and she credited her
earthly father ,vith being able to explain everything to her. We, the
older children, need to seek the grace of silent acquiescence to lUany
things we caunot explain or understand; and be content to wait that
Great Day of disclosures, when" in His light we shall see light."
.. Not till the loom is silent,
And the shuttles cease to fly,
Shall God unroll the canvas,
And explain the reason why.
The dark threads are as needful
In the Weaver's skilful hand,
As the threads of gold and silver,
In the pattern He has planned."
You and I have our deep and mysterious places, dear readers.
Sorrow may have riven our hearts, or some dark cloud crossed our
path and checked our goings and tried our faith to its utmost. But
we may not call in question His perfect wisdom, knowledge and love,
nor say unto Him in a moment of querulous unbelief, "What doest
Thou 1" Our God may see fit to deal with us whilst dwelling ,,0 in
the thick darkness." HeTHERE

" Performs His work, the cause conceals:'

Let us be silent meanwhile and remember" That though His methods be unknown,
Judgement and truth support His throne."
That is a sweet and sacred and safe spot to rest in when we can11

Lie passive in His bands

And know no will but His."
'1'he writer has been recently privileged to witness this wondrous
sustaining grace wmch could keep a dear child of God in her deep, deep
sorrow, called as she was to pass through" much tribulation," but
preserved amidst all from any rebellious utterance. One could not
cross the threshold of that sacred sick-room without the thought
being brought home with sweetness, " And they laid Christian in a
chamber called Peace." These things greatly strengthen and encourage
Us as we look on and see what" the God of all grace" can and does do
for His people.
°
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But this just in passing. The why of our text is one sanctioned
Divinely and to read us, as it did the Lord's dear servant Moses, a
prccious and encouraging lesson. We with him are privileged to " turn
aside" and look into " this great sight" and learn what he learned.
Moses was in the backside of the desert. What days they were for
the Lord's dear servant! He, who was to be the leader and deliverer
of Israel from bondage, yet banished to the backside of thc desert,
and to be there for forty years! What is the Lord about 1 Has He
forgotten His dear servant 1 Why all this delay, and why is His
servant hidden away in this solitary and apparently useless life 1
Ah, doubtless there the Lord dealt with him, that he might be humbled
and proved, taught and trained, in the Lord's Own time and way.
" Now Moses My servant is more meek than any man." vVhat Divine;
approval this!
As the servant of the Lord comes " to the mountain of God, even
to Horeb," he is in the Divinely appointed place, and that place, let us
remember, beloved reader, is the place of blessing! Moses secs a
great sight. "And the Angcl of the Lord appeared unto him in a
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed."
A great and a glorious sight, though a mysterious one! The Angel
of the Lord! A flame of fire! A bush burned with fire and not
consumed!
There is no doubt but that" the Angel of the Lord" was the Lord's
Messenger and His people's Saviour: of Whom it is written, " In all
their affliction, He was afflicted, and the Angel of His Presence saved
them; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He liare
them, and carried them all the days of old" (Isa. Ixiii. 9). And the
beloved Stephen in his apology testifies likewise, how as the forty
years of Moses' training in the desert were expiring and the Lord
would encourage His dear servant with strength and promise of deliverance to His people, " the voice of the Lord came unto him, saying, I am
the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob." And further, "The Lordsaid'unto him, Put
off thy shoes from off thy feet: for the place whereon thou standest is
holy ground." The presence also of fire was always indicative of
Divine majesty and awfulness. We think of the first mention in
Scripture and how" a flaming sword" at Eden" turned every way to
keep the way of the tree of life," after the fall and driving out of our
first parents. No return thither! No way of approach! No access!
That flaming sword turning every way made it impossible for man to
return that way. It must be by a new and a living Way and by Him
alone Who was" the Way, the Truth, and the Life." Upon Him, as
the Divine Surety for His people, the sword awoke and pierced HiE>
Heart. And this brings us again to view with Moses "this great
sight" in which we see such a lively type of Jesus, Who stood the
fiery test of the utmost rigour of Divine justice in human formburning, and yet not consumed. This great sight! Oh, all "the
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works of the Lord" are indeed" great," as the Psalmist says (Ps. cxi.
2), but this is the greatest. If the works of His Hand in Creation are
great, what of the work of His Arm in Redemption 1
" The bush was not consumed." It was" not consumed" because
of His Presence; it was" not consumed" because of His Eternal Will ;
it was" not consumed" because of His Divine Power; it was " not
consumed" because of His Everlasting Love. And all this was set
forth in type in this wonderful and great sight. The love which Jesus
had for His Church burned as a vehement flame. Many waters could
not quench it. Himself He could not, would not save, but He endured
the law's full penalty, bore the curse, endured the fire of God's wrath
aud the penalty of sin to the full, and His love carried all before Him.
Christ endured hell for His people, and that hell was the hiding of His
Father's Face, which wrung from Him that cry of cries, " My God, My
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" From His broken heart, from
that heart which He said was" like to melting wax," welled up that
agonizing cry that His children might go free and never be forsaken
of their God. But, as "the bush burned," the fire of God's wrath
was fully poured upon that sinless Victim's head, and yet He endured.
The bush "was not consumed." Oh, mystery unsearchable! He
bore all He could, and upon His own most glorious sinless Person He
took the whole load of His people's sins, and thus" became sin for us,
Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in
Him." His love is unfathomable and incomprehensible, and each
redeemed sinner says out of a full heart of adoring gratitude, Why me ?
Why has He set His love upon such an unworthy, sinful creature as
I mu 'I
The beloved J. E. Hazleton, in his precious sermon on The Manna,
tells us that the wilderness of sin meant" the place of the thorn-bush,"
and it was there that the children of Israel were miraculously supplied
with bread from heaven those forty years of their need. Thus does
our liv'ng Bread supply our need day by day and every moment in
this' wilderness of sin, this place made holy by the sojourn of the Holy
Lamb of God, The place of the thorn-bush! "In the fulness of time
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law,"
He came down from His Father's glory to " the place of the thornblL~h," He came where we were, to cause this" wilderness of sin"
" to blossom as the rose." He was set forth thus in that beautiful
type to Abraham, who "lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,
behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns, and Abraham went
and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead
of his son." The Church of God freed by the Lamb slain!
The place of the thorn-bush! The thicket of 'sin and its meshes,
inextricable, unendurable. There we must have lain, but for Him
Who died to deliver us. The Just for the unjust died to bring us out
of sin, bondage, and death into the glorious liberty of the people of God.
We all, like Manasseh, as sheep having gone astray, and following our
own way, are" among the thorns," and" bound with fetters," and

156

The Gospel Magazine

find no way of escape but one, and that is our mercy. Whcn
" humbled" as he was, we cry upward, and God is intreated of us.
Then, like Manasseh, when all other help is gone, and the cry goes
upward from the thorny maze in which Satan is holding us captive,
deliverance comes from on high and liberty is proclaimed. "And
when he was in affliction, he besought the Lord his God, and humbled
himself greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed unto Him;
and He wa' intreated of him, and heard his supplication, and brought
him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that
the Lord He was God" (2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13).
"However feeble the spark," says the Rev. J. R. Macduff, "it
cannot be quenched, it cannot die. The true Israel have often and
often been reduced to the lowest ebb; the bush burning with fire
ready to be consumed; but the living God was in the bush and defied
the destroying flames. Witness, in the days of Noah, when all 'the
remnant according to the election of grace' was contained in an ark
of gopher-wood; eight souls, all that linked the antediluvian and the
patriarchal believers. Yet that ark (true symbol of the living Church
within) rode triumphant through tempest and storm. Witness the
Church in the Apostolic days, when a handful of trembling hearts met
for prayer in an upper room in Jerusalem: their influence nothing;
their Master gone; the world against them. Yet the stone' cut from
the mountain' gathered strength as it bounded along, crushing in its
course the venerated idolatries of centuries, and establishing itself
into a kingdom which shall never be destroyed."
Oh, beloved, if you and I are in a lonely, solitary spot, much cast
down in our own eyes, and crying out for the days that are for ever
past, when the candle of the Lord shone upon our head, and when we
walked to the house of God in sweet company and enjoyed gracious
fellowship and communion with many of His saints now gathered Home,
let us take heart and remember that He Who was faithful then is the
same to-day.
The Lord's dear servant, Moses, of whom we have been writing, had
this same encouragement when, about forty years after "this great
sight" and its lesson, he could testify and recall the goodness of His
God in the land of the living. Moses is nearing the end of his long
pilgrimage. He contemplates it with that wonderful song, setting
forth God's mercy on His people and His vengeance on His enemies.
Then we read, " This is the blessing wherewith Moses the man of God
blessed the children of Israel l1efore his death." "And of Joseph he
said, Blessed of the Lord be his land, for the precious things of heaven,
Ior the dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath, and for the
precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious things
put forth by .the moon, and for the chief things of the ancient
mountains, and for the precious things 0 f the lasting hills, and for
the precious things of the earth and fulnes s thereof, and for the good
will of Him that dwelt in the bush; let the blessing come upon the
head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of him that was separated
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from his brethren" (Deut. xxxiii. 13-16). The repetition five times
over of the word" precious" here is not without its significance. All
God's gifts and dealings with His children must needs be " precious,"
for they cost the intrinsically precious blood of their Redeemer, and
in giving up His dearly beloved and only Son, it cost the Father all
that it could cost. There was nothing beyond. He withheld nothing
for our salvation. And amidst this cluster, therefore, of the precious
things He has wrought out for His people thus, we get the hint from
the dear servant of God that it all emanates and is wrapped up in
" the good will of Him that dwelt in the bush." Moses had lived upon
the good will of his God and he was content to die on it likewise.
Shall we carry our theme one step further, beloved reader, and
think of Him of Whom Moses wrote, as wearing that ignominious
crown of thorns which the soldiers platted in mockery, and put on
that blessed holy brow? And He humbled Himself and wore it, kept
it on that dear Head which doubtless was bleeding from contact with'
the prickly thorns. He could have cast it away. He could have
manifested His power; He could have commanded twelve legions of
angels, but no-He wore it. He bore the insult. "Then came Jesus
forth, wearing the crown of thorns." He wore a crown of thorns
gathered from the ground which had been cursed by sin-thorns
which from the fall of our first parents it was foretold the earth should
yield unto us. And here is manifest indeed sin in its foulness, and
torturing heinousness. Those strong, able-bodied soldiers gathered
thorns and platted them into a crown for Him, the holy, harmless
Lamb of God. But"The Head, that once was crowued with thorns,
Is crowned with glory now;
A royal diadem adorns
The Mighty Victor's brow."
Oh, why did He wear it? .Was it not for His redeemed, that they
might go free? He bore the curse that the othenvise cursed ones
should go curseless. He endured the cross and despised the shame.
He suffered the Just for the unjust. He stood the fiery test of God's
broken law, and.
" When Justice, by our sins provoked,
Drew forth its dreadful sword;
He gave His soul up to the stroke,
Without a murmuring word.
He sunk beneath our heavy woes,
To raise us to His throne;
There's ne'er a gift His hand bestows,

But cost His heart a groan."
And in His condescending, amazing, wondrous love, we see why He
suffered, why He endured, and why He is now " highly exalted" at
the Father's right hand, to give repentance unto His people.
".Behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed."
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There was glory in the midst; and in that marvellous oneness, in
which He has identified Himself with His Church, His glory is in her
midst. The fires of temptation and tribulation and persecution may
burn, but it will only be the burning up of all the wood, hay, stubble
and dross. The glory of her living Head will be the glory in the midst
of her, and His Presence, His will, His power and His love will save
her and present her faultless before His Father's throne with exceeding
joy. Until that glad day of release, every elect vessel of mercy will
be preserved; for" The Lord will create upon every dwelling-place
of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day,
and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall
be a defence. And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime for the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from
."
storm and f ronl fain.
R.
A HYMN OF VICTORY.
" And when they began to sing and to pmise, the Lord set ambushmenls."2 CHRONICLES xx. 22.

I THANK Thee for the vict'ry Thou didst gain
For me upon the tree 'mid shame and pain:
I thank Thee for the vict'ry Thou dost win
In me o'er Satan and o'er inbred sin.
And yet again I thank Thee, blessed Lord,
For all Thou sayest in Thy precious Word,
That in the fights before me that may lie,
Thyself hast pledged the constant victory.
As when of old Thy hosts went forth to fight,
And chanted praises, trusting in Thy might,
So would I sing beforehand of Thy Name
Jehovah, still unchangeably the same.
So shall the foe, though always out of sight,
Hear Thy great Name, and thus be put to flight;
The Name Jehovah-Jesus is his dread;
It kills my doubts and gives me peace instead.
A. E. W.
" How sweet it is to think of the strong and deep bond of union
between the Lord's people everywhere, even when they cannot see eye
to eye in everything. "-A Correspondent.
" THERE are, indeed, two miracles, those of the Incarnation and of
the Resurrection, round which the whole scheme of redemption revolves,
and without which it would cease to be a redemptive scheme at all."Trench on The Miracles, p. 102.
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.$mnonf:l anll N otef:l of .$ermOUf:l.
THE WAY HOME.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" No man cometh unto the Father lYut by Me."-JoHN xiv. 6 (part of).
(Oontinued FOIn p. 69.)
" THE way Home "-" no man cometh unto the Father but by Me."
So that Jesus, young friends, is "The Way Home." But what are
we to understand when thus we speak, " Jesus is the 'Nay Home" ?
Well, Jesus went Home after having Himself walked tills earth for
some three and tlllrty years. When Jesus left His Father's bosom for
the love He bore poor sinners, and took upon Himself the likeness of a
sinner without the sin of a sinner, He left His Home and came into this
far-off country seeking and saving the lost, and He began at the lowest
place and position at Bethlehem. There they treated Him very much
like an outcast, there was not room for Him in the inn-no home for
Jesus. And long afterwards, as I remarked in the morning of to-day,
He said to one who somewhat in Ills own strength affected a willingness
to follow Christ, probably for what he thought he might gain of a
temporal sort at the Lord's Hands,-Jesus said: "The foxes have
holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath
not where to lay His Head." So that Jesus was a homeless Stranger
in the earth so long as He was here. "He came unto His Own, and
His Own received Him not." The original implies almost this idea of
a family, He came to His Own people and they rejected Him. In the
Psalms how pathetically, by the Holy Ghost, the Psalmist anticipates
tills condition of things. We were reading this morning the complaints
~f IIlessiah in the language of the prophetic Psalms. He spoke of His
-enemies, and then He came nearer home and spoke of His Own kindred
who were against Him, who Illd their faces from Him, Who despised
Him, who hated Him, who rejected Him. "Neither did His brethren
believe in Him." And so we have to follow Jesus. 'Ve must not
comfort ourselves by seeking a comfortable resting-place here. If we
are true-hearted toward the Saviour, and Redeemer, and Shepherd of
the flock we shall press on, we shall not want to settle down, we shall
hasten, hasten away, hoping that soon the journey Home will terminate. Those who Iqve their homes do not fear to enter their homes,
they hasten to their homes. Whilst strangers would Illnder them on
the way, wllllst a thousand hindrances would beckon them aside they
say: "No, I must go home, I must make haste." They love their
homes, they are the abodes of a happy fellowslllp, sweetness and
happiness, concord and intercommunion. And so with the saintscertainly-when they are in their right minds. When the world would
hinder them, when temptation to sin would draw them aside, the
I'esponse will be: "No, I must hasten away, I must hasten Home.
Heaven is my Fatherland, Heaven is my Home. Not the earth with
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all its fulness may draw me away from Him Whom my soul loves.
Whom have I in Heaven but Thee 1 Neither is there any upon earth
that I desire in comparison of Thee." Where the treasure is, there the
heart will be also, and if Jesus be our Treasure, if He be our Way, and
if He be seated at the Father's right Hand in the Heavenly places our
hearts will be there, our affections will then be set not on earthly things
but on things Divine and on high. In following Jesus we shall seek
to drink into His spirit, the spirit of Home-love-Home-love. How
often Jesus used to speak about His Father! If you read carefully,
my dear young friends, the Gospel written by St. John in particular,
you will be greatly struck, if yon look carefully into the matter, by the
freqnency of the mention J esns makes of His Father; about His
having left His Father, about being "in the bosom of His Father,"
about returning to His Father, about the Father's House of many
mansions, and of His own getting everything ready for His Father's
children, His Father's sons and daughters. That Gospel is the Family
Gospel which so concerns them which are born of God; it concerns
" the Way Home," and concerns Homc when reached by the wayfaring
ones. Jesus left His Home. His heart was thcre. His meat, His
drink were to do His Fathcr's will. Hc l'calized how straitened He
was until His Father's will was accomplished. At twelve years of
age He declared: "I must be about My Father's business," and that
actuated Him all the after-years of His service and suffering: "I must
be about My Father's will, My Father's work. Are there not twelve
hours in the day 1 I must work while it is day, the night cometh when
no man can work." Ah, dear friends, that must have been a mingled
utterance which broke froUl the heart of Jesus when He was hanging on
the tree of shame when He said: "It is finished." "It is finished "that meant not merely, " I now bow My Head to the rod of justice, the
rod Divine. I offer Myself in sacrifice for the sins of guilty sinners
that I may reconcile them unto God, that I may bring in for them an
everlasting righteousness and secure unto them an eternal salvation,"
but we must also, I think, consider the words in the light of the mission
which His Father had entrusted into His Hands, and therefore there
would mingle ,vith that utterance of His the thought, the happy,
grateful thought: "Now I have finished all My Father gave Me to do."
Oh, there would be mingled with the coming of that moment the sweet
consciousness, "I havc left nothing undone of all that My Father
demanded at i\1y Hands." By the love Jesus bare His Father that
would be the frame of His mind in connection witli the finishing of His
work. He kept nothing back. You so often find when He was giving
Himself freely up to the wrath of offended justice that in so doing He
knew that He was fulfilling completely His Father's counsel and
pleasure. And so we learn from Him" the way Home," that it is
first by cross-bearing, it is first by discipline of service,-patient service,
by suffering-real suffering, not self-inflicted but the result of a faithful
follo'ving of Christ, at the hands of the world, and the flesh, and the
devil. Thus we learn" the way Home." To flesh and blood, how
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difficult; to flesh and blood, how unpleasing, how repulsive; but to the
child of God renewed by grace, how blessed to be conformed to the
marred image of such a Saviour-the marred image of such a blessed
Saviour. Oh, who would not bear some resemblance in scars and
wounds of soul to Jesus to be conformed to His beauteous image hereafter? For if we sufler with Him we shall also be glorified togethertogether. He will not be glorified without us, fellow-believero, nor arewe to be glorified alone, but we shall be glorified together-together with
Jes11S. He will not put on His crown till al! His saints are with Him.
He is waiting for that issue, waiting for that blessed consolation when
He shal! have al! His brethren round about Him. Joseph was never so
happy as when he gathered all his brethren round about him. Oh,
what a feast-day was that day, oh, the joy, thc overflowing joy of
Joseph when he saw al! his brethren whom he had forgiven-those of
them who were guilty whom he had forgiven-gathered round about
him and sitting down at his well-provided table in the p'\lace. And
so Jesus is looking forward to that crowning when He shal! have brought
Home all His far-off brethren, all His forgiven ones, al! those who once
were far cff from Him but whom He brought nigh, so nigh, by His
precious, precious blood, and whom He clothed-made so beaut.iful-in
the robes of His Own spotless righteousness. Ah, the joy of the heart
of Christ in that Day of His espous.als.
Some deal' child of God with whom we have been in fellowship has
found in us a response which has placed beyond all doubt that we are
the children of God. There is something of Christ's likeness seen by
others which we fail to find ourselves. Wel!, then, it must· be there.
God is wonderful in working, inscrutable in His methods as He operates
by grace in the hearts of sinners, and His work will be..r very close
observation and scrutiny. And so, dear children of God, we are
justified in looking in one another's cases for something of a response,
something of Christ in others answering to Christ in ourselves-a
drawing together, as in water face answereth to face, so in these things.
the heart of man to man.
" The way Home "-the Lord has marked it out for His people. It
is a life of faith in Christ from first to last. We walk not by sight,
if we did al! hope would be surrendered. But the people of God,.
walking by faith, enduring" as seeing Him Wbo i.s invisible," are not
moved and carried away by their surroundings, tbey bave a Guide in
their God to direct their steps. Through all the changing scenes of
life, through all the chequered circumstances of our time-state, the
Lord leads His people as a family-Homeward. And it is your comfort, dear fellow-travellers in the pathway toward Zion, to know that
you are "a day's march nearer Home" to-night than you have ever
been. Does that make you happy? Do you thank God that is true,
and that the days of your sojourn here below are constantly growing
fewer, and getting Home becomes a nearer reality? Oh, for grace
thus by faith to live-not to be looking at temporal things and saying
within ourselvee, " I see no predisposition to an early death, I think
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I may count on certain years yet." We must not be clinging to our
.,state, dear fl;ends, from that standpoint; if we are walking by faith
we shall say, ".At any moment the Lord may call for me, or at any
moment the Lord may come for me, which would be far better still, for
when He comes He will clothe me with my house which is from Heaven.
J shall not be merely unclothed but' e10thed upon.' I shall be perfected
then in His likeness and in the bliss that He has apportioned me."
Are we thus living in faith and hope 1 And though as yet we have
not seen Him, is it that we love Him in some little measure 1 Oh,
what a sight will that be of which we were reading this evening in the
22nd of Revelation: "His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see
His Face; and His Name shall be in their foreheads." They shall be
like Him because they shall see Him" as He is." YOll know I have
{)ften added in quoting that passage, " not as they thought of Him"they shall see Him not as they thought He would he, but in a moment
{)f time, bel{)ved in Christ, we shall unlearn all our pre·conceptions of
what Christ is like, " we shall see Him as He is." And we shall see Him
as no angel ever yet saw Him. The angels have seen Him and gazed
upon Him continually these thousands and thousands and thousands of
years, but we in the first moment of that beatific vision will see Jesus
as no angel ever yet saw Him. Why 1 Because we shall see in Him
the Brother That was born for our adversity. Jesus was not born in
the interests of angels. He took not upon Him the likeness or nature
of angels, but of the seed of Abraham, the children of men, took He
hold. He was found in fashion not as an angel, He was found in
fashion as a man, and consequently humbled Himself in obedience
·;;ven unt0 death, and that the death of the cross. We shall see Him,
I repeat, fellow-believers, when we get Home, " as He is," our Brother,
the Brother That was horn in Bethlehem for our adversity. How
sweet it is meanwhile in this day of adversity to know that we have in
.Jesus One Who thus was born to meet our adversity, born to deal
·effectually with our adversity. Do you know what adversity is 1 Do
you know much of adversity spiritually 1 Do you know anything of
'Conflict with sin, the accusations of sin, the corruptions of sin 1 These
are all adverse to your spiritual interests. How blessed to have the
Elder Brother born to deal with these adversities, with all the multiform
'adversities which you and I know. Fellow-believers, this is "The
wc'y Home "-to be trusting Him day by day as "strangers" may well
·do, and" pilgrims" may well do, trusting One Who is interested in
-every footstep of our journey and in every incident of our career. No
Illan cometh to the Father otherwise-the way is exclusive. There is
I>ut one way Home-the way of faith, I repeat it, in the Lord Jesus
'Christ. Men have sought out many inventions, there are many ways
which men lay down for themselves in relation to eternity, but these
ways are delusive, they lead down to death, the Word of God being
witness. But the way of the wise is above, they look up to J esu" and
·see in Him their Way to the bosom of the Father. And thus in meekDess and in patience they possess their souls. In the midst of life's
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conflicts and cares and all its burden-bearings, they know what it is to
have a mind kept in peace-perfect peace-because stayed upon Jesus.
Dear young friends. happy are those whom the Lord calls early by
His grace and whose feet He guides into this one way Home, this
narrow way, separating them from evil and shutting them up to a life
of faith in the Lord Jesus, His dear Son.
May He have mercy upon them that are" out of the way." This
He can do, for He is a faithful and a merciful High Priest Who can have
compassion upon the ignorant, and upon them that are "out of the
way." May He grant that for Christ's Own Name's sake. Amen.

ETERNAL LIFE.
THE SUBSTANCE OP A SERMON PREACHED IN LLOYDMINSTER,
SASK., CANADA, ON SUNDAY EVENING, JAN. 18TH, 1925, BY THE
REV. R. J. NOYES, RD.
" These things have I written unto you, that ye may know that ye have
eternalli/e, even unto you that believe on the name of the Son ofGod."1 JOHN v. 13, R.V.
1. IN God's purpose of grace, we have a revelation of Himself, given to
make known to us His great and glorious attributes; His will; His
purposes; His law; His love and grace; and more particularly to
testify to His only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom the
salvation of sinners, gnilty and' lost by nature, has been accomplished.
This revelation is known as " The Holy Scriptures," the book which wecall the Bible.
Where conld truth be found, if we had not the infallible Word of
God, and an infallible Teacher to make the truth known through that
Word, viz., the Holy Spirit! "To err is human," and especially is
this the case with regard to religious teaching, if the Word of God be
not strictly adhered to. But" all Scripture is given by inspiration of
God (God-breathed) and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness." But someone may say,
How divergent are the interpretations of Scripture! This is true.
Yet the prophecy and promise cited by our Lord from Isaiah liv. 13
will be fnlfilled: "They shall be all taught of God" (John vi. 45).
Men may" wrest the Scriptures unto their own destruction" (2 Pet.
iii. 16), but, " If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine" (John vii. 17). "These things have I WRITTEN unto you."
2. Note the persons to whom John wrote this letter. "To you
that believe on the name of the Son of God." He on Whom they believed
is" THE SON OF GOD." This title implies His Deity, as the title, " THE
SON OF MAN," implies His humanity* He is pre-eminently "THE
~:

That the title, " The Son of God," implied the Deity of our Saviour, is plain
from what the Jews said to Pilate: .. We have a law, and by our law He ought
to die, because He made Himself the Son of God." (See John xix. 6-9 and
compare John x. 33.) Moreover, these words made the superstitious Roman
Governor" afraid," and he went to JCBUR and asked Him: "vVhence art Thou?"

164

The Gospel Magazine

Son of God." See verse 5 of this chapter: "Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believ~.th that Jesus is the Son of God 1 "
God declared from Heaven, " This is My beloved Son," and soon afterwards the Devil assailed the Lord with the temptations, " If Thou be
(= since Thou art) the Son of God, command that these stones be
made bread." "If Thou be. the Son of God, cast Thyself down"
(Matt. iii. 3, 6).
Twenty-one times in this Epistle do we find the ti tIes, " The Son of
God," " His Son," " His only-begotten Son," and this number twentyone seems to me to be significant, for it is 7 X 3, the numbers of perfection and completion. Again, His Name is Jesus, which means
" Jehovah is Salvation," or " Jehovah our Saviour." Does not this
name imply His Deity 1 Assuredly it does, for in J\Iatt. i., where we
read, " Thou shalt call His Name JESUS," it is added, " Now all this
was done, that it might be fulfilled which was SPOKEN OF THE LORD by
the prophet, saying, Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall
bring forth a Son, and they shall call His Name Emmanuel; which
being interpreted is, God with us."
Listen to John the Baptist's testimony-" I saw the Spirit descending'
from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him. And I knew Him
not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto
me, Upon Whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining
on Him, the same is He Which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And
I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God" (John i. 32-34).
And hear the Lord's Own testimony given to the blind man whose eyes
He had opened: "Dost thou believe on the Son of God 1 He answered
and said, Who is He, Lord, that I might believe on Him 1 And Jesus
said unto him, Thou hast both seen Him, and it is He That talketh
with thee" (John ix. 35-37).
But those to whom the Apostle wrote were those who believed on
the name of the Son of God. Let us inquire further, what is it to
" believe on the name of the Son of God" 1 To believe is to have
faith. To believe on the name of the Son of God is to have faith in
Him as He is revealed in the Word, as the One Who loved us, Who
came into the world, and, as God and Man, died, and rose again, and
ascended into heaven, having accomplished a full, free, and finished
salvation for sinners of mankind.
A mere intellectual belief of this truth is not saving faith. "The
devils believe and tremble." Saving faith is a heart trust or confidence
in Christ for personal salvation. This faith is "the gift of God"
, (Eph. ii. 8); it is inwrought by the Holy Spirit, Who convicts of sin,
bringing the subject of His grace to know and feel that he is a guilty,
a hell-deserving sinner; and then revealing Christ Jesus as an Almighty
Saviour, the Saviour of all who trust in Him, and, finally, by His invincible grace, bringing him to rely upon Him as his own Saviour.
3. Note the object of the Apostle John in writing this Epistle.
" These things have I written unto you, that ye may know that ye have
eternal life."
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There is no eternal life apart from Christ (see verses 11 and 12).
" This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath the life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not the life." "Eternal life: " It will
take, I suppose, Eternity itself to unfold all that these words mean.
Yet consider this contrast-" The wages of sin is death, but the free
-gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23).
The life which the child of God possesses is etemal life. The,:e is no
{lountenance in Holy Scripture of the false teaching that one may be
a child of God to-day and later a child of the devil. On the contrary,
he is " kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation" (1 Pet.
i. 5). But, it may be said, do we not read of some who made shipwreck of the faith 1 Have not some, who seemed to be true Christians,
apostatized 1 Chapter ii. 19 of this Epistle explains-" They went
~ut from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they
would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be
made manifest that they were not all of us." "I give unto them,"
said the Lord Jesus of His sheep-His people-" I give unto them
eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them
~ut of lily hand. My Father,Which gave them Me, is greater than all,
and no one is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. I and My
Father are one" (John x. 28-30).
Is there a burdened sinner here to-night 1 The Gospel, _the glad
tidings, comes to you, the words of the Saviour Himself: "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My Word, and believeth on Him
That sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life." He has eternal life.
May the Holy Spirit work faith in your heart, that you may" believe
-on the name of the Son of God," and that you" may know that you
have eternal life." Amen.
GLORYING IN INFIRMITIES.
'.!C
"9 .
~
OR. Xli.
'THE Apostle was exercised in various ways, as we read in the eleventh
·chapter. He had to endure for his Master's sake, perils of waters,
·of robbers, of the Jews, of the heathen, perils in the city, in the
wilderness, in the sea, and perils among false brethren (chap. xi. 26).
Many trials were necessary to make him useful to a tried people.
Perhaps no greater burden can lie on a Church of believers than an
unexercised ministry.. Contrariwise, no greater blessing, apart from
-the grace of Jesus Christ received in the heart, can be conferred on
'such a Church, than a well-exercised and ballasted ministry. Paul
was such a gift of this description. To him fell much labour, weariness, painfulness, and watchings.
He watched the Churches, their practices and manner of life, to
:see if the fruits of godliness abounded. Their many faults in worship,
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their proneness to receive strange doctrines, and their lapses in moral
uprightness caused him great heaviness of heart. What a volume
of anxiety is contained in the words: "Beside those things that
are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
Ghurches" (verse 28). Now here is a display of Divine power in the
midst of so much to distress. He is enabled to view all these accumulated trials as his glory; as sanctified gifts, and proofs of the Lord's
care fQr the Churches. Without them he would be an unprofitable
servant and an unsavoury apostle, in the midst of a people who were
tossed up and down by persecution, opposition, and scorn.
So we hear him extolling the value of infirmities (verse 30), and
actually glorying in them. They were to him what they always
will be to the Lord's afflicted family, blessings in disgu·;se.
A dear child of God whose lot has been for the past fourteen
years to lie in pain and weakness, unable even to sit up, expressed
to the writer how glad she was that motor traffic could not
hurt her.
So Paul's infirmities in body, his thorn in the flesh, and his multitudinous cares, his enemies, and false brethren, were means to cause
him to find his refuge in the Lord Jesus alone and to read "love"
inscribed upon them all. No doubt many readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE are among the infirm, afflicted, and oppressed. These are
the tempted ones who are much accused by the crafty adversary,
of being the cause of their own trouble. It is not a position for
reason to define. Yet Paul says of his thorn, it is a "messenger of
Satan to buffet me." How could he know that 1 Only by its effect
buffeting, or as we often find it, persistent accusation. And the
result is repeated appeals to Him Who is able to either remove the
thorn or give grace to endure it. The latter is the best for us and
brings the highest glory to the Lord. Only in this way can we say
with the Apostle: "Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my
infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon me."
Some of the Lord's people are blind or deaf. Can they really thank
the Lord for it 1 At times they can, for He Who permitted the
infirmity gives them a view by faith of their heavenly inheritance,
or He speaks to their heart a sweet promise such as the keenest natural
ear cannot hear. Others again are weak in intellect, but they know
the main thing. They know the only true God and Jesus Christ
Whom He hath sent, which is life eternal, and such knowledge no
learned sceptic can attain unto. With God's dear servant they can
" take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake" (2 Cor. xii. 10). And again:
"Let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he understandeth and
knoweth Me" (Jer. xii. 24). Only such can glory in infirmity, and
say as Ruth Bryan said of the cancer which brought her to the grave,
"My bosom friend."
-.

w.

Sale.

O.

The Gospel Magazine

167

"PSALMS AND HYMNS AND SONGS OF PRAISE."
J UBAL, the sixth from Cain, " was the father of all such as handle the
harp and organ," i.e., God gave him the wisdom and skill to produce
instruments of music which had not been seen nor thought of before,
and thus opened to mankind a source of solace and joy and (of its kind)
inspiration which obtains to this hour. Job had both a harp and an
organ, but when sorrow overwhelmed him, the one was" turned into
mourning" and the other" into the voice of them that weep." No
doubt Jubal himself had found out that there were dirges as well as
songs in his pipes and on his strings. Laban boasted a tabret and a
harp, and professed to be sorry that they were not requisitioned to
celebrate Jacob's departure from him. We might think that the
children of Israel would have left their timbrels and such things behind
when they fled for their lives from the pursuing Egyptians. With
their babies and dough and baggage generally they must have had a
great deal to carry. But, no, God watched over their departure, gave
strength to the weakest so that everyone could take something. He
knew that they would want the timbrels to help in the song of triumph
aud victory over their enemies from whom they were for ever delivered.
Saul said, " Provide me now a man that can play well." He wanted
someone whose playing would lift his depression and disperse his
melancholy. And David was brought; for he played well, as he did
many things well: shepherding his flock, serving his king, praying,
hoping, believing, waiting and repenting. These also he did well, and
set us an example of patience and goodness. He was " prudent in
matters, and a goodly person," so the courtier told the Icing, " and the
Lord is with him." What would all have been without the last?
How happy he was when the ark was brought home from its banishlllent! The priests (according to the command of God given to Moses)
played with the trumpets. All the men expressed by name thanked
and praised the Lord God of Israel with psalteries and harps and " with
musical instruments of God" (1 Chron. xvi.). And, later, when
Solomon consecrated the temple, "it came even to pass as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in
praising amI thanking the Lord, and when they lifted up their voice
with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music and praised
the Lord, saying, For He is good, for His mercy endureth for ever, that
then the house was filled with a cloud . . . for the glory of the Lord
had filled the house of God." It may be that as those who worshipped
and ministered then learned from their continua'] sacrifices their need
of a Propitiation, so wc should learn from thc greatness of their praise
how much wc owe to Him Who gave One. These things passed away.
They were of the Lord's Own appointment Who ever took pleasure in
the work of His Own hands. But a glory that excelled was found with
us when Jesus and His disciples sang their hymn in thc large upper
room, and when the children cried Hosanna. The" blood of bulls and
of goats" had failed to take away sin, and no chorus of high-sounding
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·cymbals could produce such praise as reached the ears of Christ crucified,
when one of the thieves said, " This Man hath done nothing amiss."
" This Man." It is for His sake that the nations of the earth are
blessed. It is in Him that His people rejoice and are glad. It is His
blessed Spirit and the promised Comforter Who gives them to make
melody in their hearts to the Lord, and to sing with the spirit and with
understanding also. It is lovely to think still in these sad days of the
many congregations who rise at the bidding of their minister's" let us
-sing," and the praises of God are heard in the land. We may sing
where and when we like, with instruments or without them, " none
making us afraid." It was not so in 1668. Then (at least according to
'Calamy) "Mr. Shuttlewood was taken with many others singing a
psalm by thirty or forty horsemen with swords drawn and pistols
·cocked. He was examined, distrained upon, imprisoned and treated
most rudely." (This was under the" Conventicle and Five ~1ile Act.")
But the lines have fallen to us in pleasanter places, and the Apostle
would think so if he had come from his midnight praises to join us in
such a hymn as" My soul with joy attend,
While Jesus silence breaks;
No angel's harp such music yields
As what my Shepherd speaks"{)r in John Newton's" Sweeter sounds than music knows,
Charm me in Emmanuel's name."

At Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, while she sat in her caniage !It
the foot of St. Paul's steps, the whole assembly joined in" All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice:
Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell,
Come ye befol"e Him and rejoice."

·God accepted the praise and thanksgiving (there was no envoy at the
Vatican then), sent a lovely day, and made everyone pleased. But
who knows what else He saw as He looked down upon us 1 He may
have seen some praise being perfected in the lips of a dying infant,
'some tried afflicted child of His, in secret, pouring out thanksgiving
and love into the ears of his God, his Redeemer, his Sanctifier. Surely
such wordless breathings are preludes to the new song which they sing
who are with Christ, and who have joined the company which John
.saw, " the harpers harping with their harps."
FOLLOWER-ON.

" No system yet devised of reading absolute time from the rocks has
the slightest scientific value. The length of time which was occupied
in quietly =mulating the vast mass of organic and inorganic
materials which were subsequently taken up by the waters and re.arranged as we now find them, is wholly beyond scientific conjecture."
-The New Geology, by Pro/. G. McCready Price, pp. 281, 282.
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"WHAT DOEST THOU HERE 1 "
(1 KINGS xix. 9.)
chapter is very dear to the heart of the child of God. We read of
"the dear, fearing, grieving prophet, his life threatened by the queen,
fleeing for safety, all alone; for he left his servant in Beershebafleeing into the wilderness, as he believed, to die. He went to sleep
under a juniper tree, tired, hungry, and lonely. "As he lay and
slept, behold, then an angel touched him." Angels guard the sleep
of the beloved ones of the Lord. "An angel touched him." What
a gentle awakening! Not a rude shake, not a loud noise, but a silent
touch. And what were his words 1 "Arise and eat." These words
must have sounded very sweet to the ears of this weary, hungry prophet.
Possibly he thought at first, " It is no use here in a barren wilderness."
However, he did more than think despairingly, "He looked, and, behold,
there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head."
God never sends an angel to tantalize. No, His biddings are His
enablings. The prophet saw the welcome repast of cake and water,
meat and drink, unexpected refreshment, all ready. I suppose there
is rarely water in the wilderness. In Psalm cvii. 35 we read as one of
the examples of the Lord's exercises of power on behalf of His chosen
people, " He turneth the wilderness into a standing water." And the
,vilderness is not a place for food. We read in St. Matt. xv. 32 that
when Jesus, in His infinite compassion on the multitude who had
{)ontinued with Him three days, said, "And I will not send them away
fasting lest they faint in the way," His disciples say unto Him,
" Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness as to feed
so great a multitude 1 "
So we can well judge that when Elijah looked and saw the cake and
water he revived. "And he did eat and drink, and laid him down
again." He must have been very weary, weary in body and weary
at heart. The angel of the Lord came again the second time and
touched him and said, "Arise and eat, because the journey is too
great for thee." What tender compassion and care the Lord has! He
was watching Elijah. He was caring for him. He had not forgotten
him. He was full of pity. He had prepared the cake and water,
.yes, and had, given His angel charge over him. And Elijah arose.
Before, he had simply looked and did eat and drink and lay down
again. Bnt this second time, "he arose and did eat and drink, and
went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto
Horeb the mount of God." We read of Horeb in connection with
Moses the representative of the law and Elijah the representative of
the prophets. Both had remarkable displays of the majesty and
power of God on Horeb. Moses saw the burning bush, and he received
the law on Sinai when the Lord descended upon it in fire. For Elijah
there was a great and strong wind, the earthquake, the fire, then the
still small voice in which the Lord spake to him. Moses fasted upon
.Horeb forty days and forty nights. Elijah also fasted forty days and
THIS

[2
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forty nights, and at the close the Lord repeated the question, " What
doest thou here, Elijah 1 "
By the teaching of the Holy Spirit, for which I earnestly pray, may
we see some light on the question, "What doest thou here, Elijah ? "
as applicable to ourselves.
First, we see in it the sweet personal knowledge. He was called by
name. He was known. The Lord knoweth them that are His. He
knoweth their names, their circumstances, their innermost feelings,
and fears and desires. There is a sweet familiarity in being called by
name. Elijah's heart must have leaped for joy iu that wildernes&
solitude to be addressed by name, " What doest thou here, Elijah 1 "
Elijah had fled from Samaria for his life when he heard of Jezebel's
threat. Fled! although he had just witnessed God's power on his
behalf and God's protection. Moreover, the Lord hearkened to his
prayer for a token by fire to show His glory. He hearkened and
granted. Elijah had been a bold and faithful witness before all the
false Baal worshippers. The Lord had stood by him and vindicated
His faithful servant. And now, now he flies, at the threat of Jezebel.
He knew he was in the wrong place, a fugitive in the wilderness.
" What doest thou here, Elijah 1" Here after Cal"mel! Is it not so
with ourselves, dear child of God, after wondrous love and deliverance
and grace and power and assurance 1 We fly back to fear, fear of
man, helpless feeble man, who can do nothing, absolutely nothing,
without a loving Lord's permission. What doest thou here, in fear
and exile, alone in the wilderness, when by looking straight away
from all around thou mightest bask in the sunshine of the smile and
favour of God, honoured before men and exalted in the sight of God.
" He that helped thee hithsrto,
Will help thee all thy journey through."
Oh! Christian" Will ye flee in danger's hour?
Know ye not your Captain's power? "

Yes, you do know and have rejoiced in it, yet" sight and sense are
all too dazzling," and your eyes see only that which is around. Faith
sees closer than the i=ediate surroundings. It sees the envelopment
in Christ and the soul rejoices in, " none can touch me there."
Whatdoest thou hel'e, in flight?
" Against me earth and hen combine;

o

But on my side is power Divine,
Jesus is all, and He is mine."

" If God be JOT us, who can be against us 1 "
Do take special note of the Lord's tenderness and patience. Instead
of rebuke breaking the already bruised reed, He fortified the weak,
weary body with meat and driuk and with the angel's gentle touch.
Hath He not likewise dealt very gently with thee, with thee on Horeb,
the mount of God 1 Hath He not talked with thee there 1 Elijah went
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into a cave, but the Lord did not lose sight of him there. What blessedness that we cannot go out of His sight, cannot go hom His Presence!
The word of the Lord came to him there and said, " What doest thou
here, Elijah 1" Elijah said, " I have been very jealous for the Lord
God of host,;: for the children of Israel have forsaken Thy Covenant,
thrown down Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword;
aud I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away."
Now you know, dear reader, that is just the feeling of many of the
Lord's people in these terrible days when we see all around the awful
disregard and defiance of the Lord, and Elijah's grief was like ours,
because" the children of Israel," the chosen of the Lord who have taken
His name upon them, "have forsaken Thy Covenant, thrown down
Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword." In the same
strain David expressed himself later. "It was not an enemy, then
I could have borne it . . . but thou, a man mine equal, my guide and
luine acquaintance," or as rendered in the Prayer Book, "mine own
familiar mend." We grieve over the defections of erstwhile seeming
believers who have taken His name upon them, more than over those
who have never known Him. They have reinstated His enemies now.
They have cast away all the dear blood-bought privileges our fathers
won. They have forsaken His Covenant, a,!d they seek the life and
ruin of the faithful witnesses of the Lord. The" little flock" are
tempted to feel that they only are left in a cruel world.
And as we read further we see the Lord'~ most tender patience and
comfort. He did not rebuke the dear prophet. Elijah was suffering
on his Lord's behalf. The wind, the earthquake, and the fire, all
manifested the Lord's power, but He Himself was in "the still small
voice,"~ which spoke so reassuringly to Elijah. "Go-return, anoint
a king and anoint Elisha to be a prophet in thy room." Then He
assured him he was not alone, for He had reserved seven thousand in
Israel for Himself. He confided this to poor Elijah to cheer and
revive his spirit..
And He will assure thee, dear reader, that thou art not alone. There
are others in fellowship with thee that thou knowest not. His name is
honoured in many hearts whom thou seest not. What doest thou here,
in fear 1 "Fear not, for I am with thee." "What doest thou in the •
wilderness instead of witnessing for Me 1" What doest thou here in
despondency 1 Look up. I have provided. The still small voice
that speaks with thee is thy God Who knows thee by name. Listen to
Him and follow His leading. Elijah must. He did just what the Lord
told him to do, and the close of his life on earth was his being carried to
heaven in a chariot of fire. He had feared death, faced being killed,
but he never saw death. There was ministry, public ministry before
kings and a triumphant entry into glory.
Dear child of God, you fear death, perhaps. Your nature shrinks
hom it. You may never see it, for the Lord's coming may be very,
very near, or you may be summoned so gently that the longed-for Face
may greet you ere yourealize you are going.

The Gospet Magazine

172

What doest thou here, dear soul ~ May thy reply, and mine be,
"Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ~". The answer to us is like that
given to Saul of Tarsus. "It shall be told thee what thou shalt do."
Let us follow Him whither He leadeth, whether to go or stay, to suffer
or be strong. He wiU be with us all the way to glory. "What will
it be to be THERE ~ "
NETTIE.

THE LORD JESUS LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT.
A

WEEK-EVENING EXPOSITION.

IT is supremely precious to trace that the Son of God, in all things that
He did and taught, was led by the Holy Spirit. And then how delightful to realize that" as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are
the sons of God." What an honour to trace' His footprints and be
permitted and enabled to walk within them!
The opening chapters of the Gospel by Luke furnish us with a view
of the earliest footsteps of the Lord. J esns. The first of them is especially important at this time, when Satan is seeking to deny the vital
doctrine of His sinless humanity. "The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son
of God" (chap. i. 35). This declaration, which must always be read
with holy awe and reverence, reveals to humble faith the operation of
the Holy Spirit in the Incarnation. It is a sacred mystery revealed to
faith, but incapable of comprehension by our finite thought. It c!lrtainly fulfils the wondrous type of the meal-offering of fine flour: "It
is a thing most holy" (Lev. ii. 3).
It is also to be noticed that Elisabeth and Zacharias were " filled
with the Holy Ghost" to sing their inspired songs for our use.
The next step is in connection with the presentati9n of the Lord in
the temple, and His reception by the aged Simeon. "The same man
was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy
Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy
Ghost that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's
• Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the temple" (chap. ii. 25--27).
Here is a threefold operation of the Holy Spirit. Simeon was clothed,
taught, and led by the Spirit of God. He expected, waited, and
realized.
We next find the Son of God sealed by the Holy Spirit at His baptisin
by John. "The heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in
a bodily shape like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven,
which said, Thou art My beloved Son; in Thee I am well pleased"
(chap. iii. 22). Here we have the Three Persons in the Godhead: the
Father speaking, the Spirit sealing, the Son glorified.
But the very next step is one in which all His followers have to walk.
" And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan, and
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being forty days tempted of
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the devil" (chap. iv. 1). Though openly declared by the Father to be
the Son of His love, He condescends to undergo an experience that
shall make Him a merciful and faithful High Priest, and enable Him
to sympathize with His tempted ones. And it is mostly the case that
after a time of gracious favour they are led into the wilderness of temptation. Yet, apart froni our own sinful compliances, to which He was
not subject, the testing of faith by temptation is really a leading of the
Holy Spirit.
Immediately after the forty days. we view Jesus beginning His
active ministry. "And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into
GaWee: and there went out a fame of Him through all the region round
about. And He taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all"
(chap. iv. 14, 15). Every kind of ministry needs power in its very
inception. The constant need of gracious power is felt by every true
servant of the Great Teacher: all our failures are due to the lack of
holy power. "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you" (Acts i. 8); and there can be no effective ministry
without it.
With this power there also needs the holy anointing: and thus His
first Nazareth sermon is built upon a reading from the prophet Isaiah.
" The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to
preach the Gospel to the poor . . . to preach the acceptable year of
the Lord" (chap. iv. 18, .19). Only Himself by His Spirit is able or
worthy to "open the Book" to either preacher or hearer. The
anointing Spirit takes of the things of Christ and reveals them to
hearts graciously influenced to receive them.
Thus the Holy Spirit is the Leader in every step in the upward path
and in every act of worship. He leads in prayer, praise, confession of
sin, godly conversation, and all humble service. To Him, with thc
Father and the Son, be glory evermore.
Cr·icklewood.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE.
By CALVIN.
"NOTHING, therefore, can be more absurd than the fiction, that the
power of judging Scripture is in the Church, and that on her nod its
certainty depends. When the Church receives it, and gives it the
stamp of her authority, she does not make that authentic which was
otherwise doubtful or controverted, but, acknowledging it as the
truth of God, she, as in duty bound, shows her reverence by an unhesitating assent. As to the question, How shall we be persuaded that it
came from God without recurring to a decree of the Church 1 it is
just the same as if it were asked, How shall we learn to distinguish
light from darkness, white from black, sweet from bitter 1 ScriptUI'e
bears upon the face of it as clear evidence of its truth as white and
black do of their colour, sweet and bitter of their taste. . . .
"If, then, we would consult most effectually for our consciences,
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and save them from being driven about in a whirl of uncertainty, from
wavering, and even stumbling at the smallest obstacle, our conviction
of the truth of Scripture must be derived from a higher source than
human conjectures, judgments, or reasons; namely, the secret testimony of the Spirit. . . .
" Profane men think that religion rests only on opinion, and, therefore, that they may not believe foolishly, or on slight grounds, desire
and insist to have it proved by reason that Moses and the prophets were
divinely inspired. But I answer, that the testimony of the Spirit is
superior to reason. For as God alone can properly bear witness to His
Own words, so these words will not obtain full credit in the hearts of
men, until they are sealed by the inward testimony of the Spirit. The
same Spirit, therefore, Who spoke by the mouth of the prophets, must
penetrate our hearts, in order to convince us that they faithfully
delivered the message with which they were divinely entrusted. . . .
" Some worthy persons feel disconcerted, because, while the wicked
murmur with impunity at the Word of God, they have not a clear
proof at hand to silcnce them, forgetting that the Spirit is called an
earnest and seal to confirm the faith of the godly, for this very reason,
that, until He enlightens their minds, they are tossed to and fro in a
sea of doubts.
"Let it therefore be held as fixed, that those who are inwardly
taught by the Holy Spirit acquiesce implicitly in Scripture; that
Scripture carrying its own evidence along with it, deigns not to submit
to proofs and arguments, but owes the full conviction with which we
ought to receive it to the testimony of the Spirit. Enlightened by Him,
we no longer believe, either on our own judgment or that of others,
that the Scriptures are from God; but in a way superior to human
judgment, feel perfectly assured-as much so as if we beheld the
Divine image visibly impressed on it-that it came to us, by the
instrmnentality of men, from the very mouth of God. We ask not
for proofs or probabilities on which to rest our judgment, but we
subject our intellect and judgment to it as too transcendent for us
to estimate. . . .
" Only let us now understand that the only true faith is that which
the Spirit of God seals on our hearts. Nay, the modest and teachable
reader will find a sufficient reason in the promise contained in Isaiah,
that all the children of the renovated Church' shall be taught of the
Lord' (Isa. liv. 13). This singular privilege God bestows on His elect
only, whom He separates from the rest of mankind. . . .
. "God having been pleased to reserve the treasure of intelligence
for His children, no wonder that so much ignorance and stupidity is
seen in the generality of mankind. In the generality, I include even
those specially chosen, until they are ingrafted into the body of the
Church. . . .
" If at any time, then, we are troubled at the small number of those
who believe, let us, on the other hand, call to mind that none comprehend the mysteries of God save those to whom it is given."-Calvin's
Institutes, Vo!. I, chapter vii, pp. 91-96.
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THE CHILDREN'S PRAYER.
A

-

TRUE STORY.

Two little girls in a far-away country were anticipating thc coming of
Dhristmas, 1924, and setting their hearts upon gifts which they specially
longed for, but which were next to impossible to hope of receiving.
They were away from England and all their friends. They were
remote from any town or shops, and father and mother were not rich
even had the shops been accessible. What did these little children do !
Just in the simplicity of their faith they went to God about it. And
their mother, to her dismay, overheard them praying, " Oh, God, we
do want a doll and a work-box. Please send them us for Jesus Christ's
sake." What could the mother do! The mountain of impossibility
was before he1·. The wild country they lived in possessed no shops, and
there was no one near or around them likely to send Christmas gifts.
She must tell her little girls not to pray for these things, because when
no answer came, they would be so disappointed and their childlike
faith be staggered. And yet somehow she could not find it in her
heart to tell them. She couldn't stop their praying, and the children
day by day asked on.
What was happening! Why, here in the South of England, it had
come into the heart of a lady to do up a big box of gifts for this far-off
family. She wanted to give them pleasure and surprise. And
amongst the gifts she stocked a work-box with everything useful and
attractive to a little girl. Whilst doing this a friend called and the lady
showed her what she was doing. "Oh," said the caller, "you know
I still have that lovely doll of my darling child's" (her little girl had
died), "and I feel as though I can never do away with i1;, for it so
reminds me of my precions little girl." Very gently the lady friend
suggested to her not to continue laying by the doll. It would be
better to give it away than keep it. Presently her guest said, "I think
you are right. Will you send it in your box to the children abroad! "
And so the parcel was dispatched in good time, and arrived at its
destination for Christmas, and whilst the children's joy was great at
seeing the doll and the work-box for which they had prayed, the mother
took the rebuke to her own heart as to where had been her faith, and
she thanked God that she had not stayed her dear children in their
prayer of faith. What we, His older children, need, is more of the
simplicity and artlessness of the little child in approaching our
Heaveuly Father, asking in all confidence, "that, if we ask any thing
according to His will, He heareth us; and if we know that He hears
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we havc the petitions that we
desired of Him."
R.
IT is not presumptuous to take God at His word, and to believe
and be sure that there shall be a performance of the things which
are spoken and promised by the Lord.-Toplady.
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BO~T])AGE

OF THE WILL,

By lVlARTlN LUTHER,
(Extmcts sent by aGar-respondent,)
I answer, that this was said before the fall of man, when the
things which God had made were very good. But it follows presently,
in the third chapter, how man was made evil, deserted of God and left
to lllmself. From this man, so corrupted, all men are born, and born
wicked; Pharaoh among the rest, As Paul says, "We were all by
nature the children of wrath, even as others," God therefore did
make Pharaoh wicked; that is, out of a wicked and corrupted seed.
As He says in the Proverbs of Solomon, "The Lord hath'made all
things for Himself, yea, even the wicked man for the day of evil"
(not indeed by creating wickedness in him, but by forming him out
of a wicked seed and ruling him). It is not a just conclusion therefore,
"God formed the wicked man, therefore he is not wicked." For how
can it be he is not wicked, springing as he does from a wicked seed r
As he says in Psalm li. " Behold I was conceived in sins." And Jo1>
says, " Who can make clean that which has been conceived of unclean
seed?" For although God does not make sin, still He ceases not to
fornl and to multiply a nature which has been corrupted by sin . . .
just as if a carpenter should make statnes of rotte)l wood. Thus men
are made just such as their nature is, through God's creating and
forming them of that nature.
,.
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Satan then and man having fallen from God, and being deserted
by Him, cannot will good; that is, cannot will those things that
please God, or which God wills. They are turned perpetually towards
their own desires, so that they cannot but seek what is their own,
and not His.

*
cannot be

.'.
~

It
that God doeth wickedly, although He works evil by
the agency of wicked men, because He, being good Himself, cannot do
wickedly; hut still He uses evil instruments which cannot escape the
seizure and impulse of His power. The fault therefore is in the
instruments.

*

*

Thus, you see it here confirmed by this very assertion, that free
will can do nothing but evil; seeing that God, Who neither is mistaken
through ignorance, nor lies through wickedness, so confidently promises
the hardening of Pharaoh's heart; being sure, forsooth, that an evil
will can will only evil, and, if a good which contravenes its own lust
be proposed to it, can only be made worse thereby.
It remains, therefore, that a man may ask, "Why doth not God
cease from that stimulation of His omnipotency by which the wicked
man's will is stirred up to continue in its wickedness, and to wax
worse?" I answer, "This is to desire that God should cease to be
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God for the sake of the wicked, if you wish His power and agency tocease; in fact, it is to desire that God should cease to be good, lest
they should be made worse." But why doth He not at the same time
change those evil wills which He excites 1 This appertaineth to the
secrets of His Majesty; in which His judgments are incomprehensible.
We have no business to ask this question; our business is to adore
these mysteries: and if flesh and blood be offended here and murmur,
let it murmur, pray: it will get no forwarder however; God will not
be changed for these murmurs_ And what if ungodly men go away
scandalized in great numbers 1 The elect will remain notwithstanding.
-The same answer shall be given to those who ask, "Why He allowed
Adam to fall, and why He goes on to make all of us, who are infected
through the same sin; when He might have kept him from sinning,
and might either have created us from another stock, or have purged
the corrupted seed first 1" He is God Whose will has no cause or
reason which can be prescribed to it for rule and measure; seeing it
hath no equal or superior, but is itself the rule of all things. If it
had any rule or measure, or cause or reason, it could not any longer
be the will of God. For what He wills is not right, because He ought
to will so, or ought to have willed so: on the contrary, because He
wills so, therefore what is done must be right. Cause and reason are
prescribed to the creature's will, but not to the Creator's; unless you
would set another Creator over His head.
"BE YE RECONCILED TO GOD."
So eager is the Apostle that his readers shall take off from his page
at least this assurance, that what they are in Christ Jesus and all
that they shall become they owe to God and to God alone. It was
He, he tells us, Who made Christ, the sinless One, to be sin for us ;
it was He Who reconciled us with Himself through Christ; it is of
Him that we are new creatures in Christ. In the whole saving process
we supply nothing but the sinners to be saved, and the consequent
activities induced in us by the saving process, as, in accordance with
our nature, we move as we are moved upon. It surely belongs to·
the most astonishing curiosities of exposition, then, that in the faceof this abounding emphasis upon the sole efficiency of God in salvation,
there should be found those who insist that, according to Paul's
teaching, the decisive act in salvation is supplied by an action of the
human will. See, we are -told, the Apostle in this very context
beseeches his readers not to permit the grace of God to come to them
in vain, but to be reconciled to God. Does not this imply that all
that God has done lies without us, and it belongs to us, in our sovereign
freedom, to give it validity each for his own person 1 We need not
pause to point out that the inference thus so confidently drawn is
explicity contradicted a score of times elsewhere by the Apostle,
who consistently represents it as " of God. " that men differ in their
spiritual endowments; and declares that no one has the least advim-
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tage over another which he has not received from above, and therefore
eannot glory in it as if it were of his own production-that, in a word,
in the matter of spiritual standing, it is not of him that willeth nor
()f him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy. Nor need
we pause to point out that there is a great difference, which we dare
not neglect in a matter like the present, between an exhortation to
.action in accordance with the really moving force, and exhortation
to action designed to set this force in motion. When this same
Apostle exhorts us to work out our own salvation with fear and
trembling, " for it is God who is working in you both the willing and
the doing for His good pleasure," we certainly cannot infer that our
'salvation so hangs upon our own will that God's ever-giving waits
upon our act; the contrary is openly asserted-that our act rests
rather on His ever-giving; it is He that works our very willing as
well as our doing. Similarly it can scarcely be inferred from Paul's
.,xhortation to us "to be reconciled with God," that reconciliation
with God so depends on the unmoved action of our own free will that
all of God's action looking to our salvation must wait upon it. Apart
from all this, it would seem to be enough to observe that no inference
of this kind can set aside Panl's explicit and emphat.ic ascription
here of this very reconciliation to God. For it is precisely our reconciliation which Paul ascribes to God with what seems almost excessive
energy of emphasis: "All these things are of God, Who it was that
reconciled us with Himself through Jesus Christ." "It was God
Who, in Christ, was reconciling the world with Himself." When,
immediately after this strong assertion of the Divine production of
reconciliation, he entreats his readers to be reconciled with God, the
·one most certain thing of all is that he does not mean to imply that
their reconciliation is so in their own hands that the act of God waits
upon their act. And this becomes the more evident when we observe
that even in this exhortation itself the verb is thrown into the passive
voice, and points therefore not to something which we are to do,
but to something which we are to suffer. The exhortation, in other
words, is not that we shonld " reconcile ourselves" to God, but that
we should assume an attitude consonant with the reconciliation which
'God has wrought with respect to us. That is to say, we have a con.ception here which ranges perfectly with that other exhortation which
we have already illustratively adduced: that we should work out
-our own salvation, knowing it is God Who is working in us both
the willing and the doing. It is an exhortation to consonant, not
-to determining activity.-Prof. Warfield, Princeton Theological
Seminary.
(Tlle Free P"es bytenan
. M agaZtlle.
.)
"No human guessing could possibly hit on the method of origin
·of our world and its companion planets. As easily might an infant
correctly guess how a locomotive or a steamship is built."-The New
:Geology, p. 30.

The Gospel Magazine
I$lUt

179

)poung folks' lDage.

BIRTHDAYS.
ON .a recent Sunday afternoon before Sunday School commenced, a
little girl remarked to me-" I had a birthday last week." Before I
·could reply to the interesting announcement, a little boy called out, to
the amusement of the rest, " I had two." This, of course, was questioned, and all the children agreed that the little chap could only have
·one birthday in a year. But all my young readers can claim to have
.one. This is something of which none of you can be deprived, unless,
indeed, you happen to have been born on Feb. 29th. I heard last
week of an old gentleman who laughingly claimecl some privilege
which was only for young folks, as he had not had many birthdays!
He was born on Feb. 29th, which of course only comes in Leap Year·once every four years.
Birthdays have always been of importance. Notice how carefully
the ages are given to us in the book of Genesis beginning with Adam,
and continuing to Noah. Then, as you read on, you are told of the
ages of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and very many others. So all
.their birthdays must have been marked as they came round.
You will remember that two birthday feasts are referred to in the
Bible. When Joseph was in prison, King Pharaoh gave a birthday
feast unto all his servants, and it was on that occasion that the chief
butler was restored to his butlership again, in accordance with the
interpretation of his dream, which God gave unto Joseph. This butler
was a link in the chain of J oseph's deliverance from his terrible position.
The other birthday feast is recorded in the 14th chapter of Matthew's
Gospel. It was whilst wicked King Herod's birthday was being kept
that he made that awful oath, which resulted in John the Baptist's
being beheaded. We must not forget, however, that nothing can
happen to the Lord's people without His permission, and the tragic
death was a very short way to the glorious Home, awaiting this tried
servant of God, whose beautiful life and character attract us so much.
He was, indeed, a faithful witness of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Sometimes birthdays have to be spent in strange places. Noah and
his wife, and their sons and daughters-in-law each spent at least one
birthday in the Ark, but the Lord had shut them in, and for them it
was indeed well. A lady of my acquaintance has spent more than 30
birthdays in bed, as she has suffered from girlhood from an affection of
the spine, but in her case, too, "it is welL"
I hope that my young readers will all have happy birthdays as they
each come round, marked by kind gifts and letters from those who love
them. If you have been called by God's grace, and are trusting for
salvation in the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, you will make
the day one of special remembrance of His great love, and of earnest
longing to " walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful
in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God" (Col. i. 10).
E. A. H.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY Ai\'D NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A worker writes, "I appreciate your gifts of books
very much indeed, and thank you ever so. I love the sort you send,
and manage to get a few on many different ships. We are constantly
having ships come here to coal, and the men rush in for a parcel of
literature, and I am thankful to say I have never had to refuse. We
get very low at times, but along come more, and so the Lord looks
after us, and we cannot help bnt trust Him. Vve are very slack as
regards trade, but local fishermen and unemployed merchant seamen
come in and out all day, and this is the ouly place here where they can
come and sit all day and spend no money. You have my loving sympathy and prayers in the illness of your dear daughter. Again thanIring
you for your kind interest." Many such letters could be given telling
of the good done by the literature circulated by the book mission. The
help and interest of new friends are earnestly sought.
21, FirfieU Street,
Yours sincerely,
TOtlerdown, Bristol. March, 1925.
R. E. BRIDER.
~totef:ltant

iSeacon.

PETER'S CONFESSION OF FAITH.
AN EXTRACT FROM A LECTURE BY THE LATE REV. H. BLUNT, M.A.,
FORMERLY FELLOW OF PEMBROKE COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE.
OUR Lord, in the chapter from which the text is taken, had asked
His disciples, saying, " Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am ? "
" And they said, Some say that Thou art John the Baptist, some Elias,
and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them,
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But whom say ye that I am 1 And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." A confession of
faith, which, whether we consider the period at which it was made,
or the great peculiarity and fulness of it, is the most remarkable which
the pages of inspiration have presented to us. It is, indeed, impossible
to convey in our own language, without tautology, all the accurate
precision of the original, which might have been thus literally rendered:
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the God, the living God," marking
most emphatically that Peter not only believed, as even a heathen
centurion could confess, that Jesus Christ was the "Son of God,"
but that He was the only Son of the only God of heaven and earth.
It was in reply to this confession that" Jesus answered and said
unto Peter, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven." Man
may be powerfnl in imparting the knowledge of this world, which
comes to nought; man may impart the knowledge even of spiritual
truth, but in imparting faith he is utterly powerless. This is the
prerogative of the Divinity Himself: "Flesh and blood" never shall
and never can convey it. "All Thy children are taught of Thee,"
says the prophet; and never can the seed of saving faith be sown in
the heart but by the power of God the Holy Ghost. Our Lord, having
therefore pronounced him blessed, who had received this precious
gift, thus continued, " And I say also unto thee, Thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it." It will be unnecessary for me to inform the
generality of my hearers, that this is the remarkable declaration of
our Lord, upon which the arrogant pretensions of the Church of Rome
to supremacy and infallibility have been founded. It is here, according
to her exposition of the passage in question, that our Lord appointed
St. Peter his vicegerent upon earth, the acknowledged head of His
Church, and with ample power to bequeath, and to perpetuate this
astonishing authority to his successors, throughout all ages, even unto
the end of time. If our Lord had really, by these words, conferred
any such remarkable authority or power upon St. Peter, it would still
remain for the Romanist to demonstrate that this authority had
descended to the bishops of Rome; of whom, as an old writer has well
remarked, "Whether they are Peter's successors in place or no, is a
question; but that they are not his successors in the truths of Christianity, is past all question." We, however, do not believe that the
words of the text were intended to convey any such supremacy cven
to St. Peter, but that when our Lord said, "Upon this rock I will
build My Church," He spoke not of St. Peter himself, but of the
confession of faith, or rather the object of the confession, which
St. Peter had just made. To this opinion one of the most eminent
of the ancient fathers, St. Chrysostom, has added the full weight of
his testimony; for he expressly says, " Upon this rock, that is, upon
the faith of his profession." But not to enter too deeply into this
inquiry, which would occupy, as it has indeed already done, volumes
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of controversy, I would merely offer two of the many arguments by
which tills unjustifiable assumption of the Church of Rome has been
controverted.
First, I would remind those of my hearers who consult the original
language of the Scriptures of truth, that when our Lord says, " Thou
art Peter," or " Thou art a stone," He makes use of a masculine substantive, and one usually applied by the classical writers to a fragment
of a rock, or such a stone as a man can lift. When He continues the
sentence, " and upon tills rock," He changes the word into a feminine
noun, willch is always employed by the classical writers to express.
the solid rock itself; and He continues to refer to tills feminine noun
throughout the sentence. A change of expression which, to say the
least, would be extremely improbable if our Lord were speaking of
the same person or the same thing throughout.
To those of my hearers with whom this argument cannot be expected
to avail, I would address one, the weight of willch may be appreciated
by all. If our Lord had really thus conspicuously pointed out Peter
to the notice of the other disciples as the acknowledged head of His
Church, should we not have beheld him on every future occasion
recognized as their chief by ills companions 1 Instead of this, we do
not find that in any single instance he ever assumed such supremacy,
or that it was ever offered him. Nay, so wholly unconscious do the
disciples appear to have been of any such distinction, that we find them,
to the very end of our Lord's residence among them, disputing" willch
of them should be the greatest" (Luke xxii. 24)-a point upon which
there could have been no possible ground for dispute, if the sentence
before us, as the Romanists explain it, had long before, and on the
authority of Christ Himself, for ever decided the question.
I would only add upon this subject a paraphrase of the verse under
consideration, willch may put it in a clear light to the English reader:
" I say unto thee, that I have rightly given unto thee the name of
Peter, which signifies a stone, for thou hast, by this confession, proved
thyself a living stone in that foundation of My prophets and apostles,
whereof I Myself am the chief corner stone, and the solid rock upon
which My Church shall be so surely built, that the powers of hell shall
not prevail against it. . . ."
Our Lord having uttered His remarkable prophecy of the perpetuity
of His Church, thus continues to address Himself to St. Peter: "I will
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." "To bind and to
loose" were terms in common usage among the Jews, " meauing simply
to prohibit and to permit." The authority therefore thus bestowed
upon Peter and the other apostles, alluded not to persons but to
doctrines; it was the power to bind, or to prohibit, such tillngs as might
be detrimental to the interests of the infant Church; and we find
them afterwards using tills power, for example, by binding or forbidding
circumcision to the believers, and the eating of things offereel to idols,
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of things strangled, and of blood: and the power to loose was the
power to allow their followers to continue the observance of those nonessentials, the prohibition of which might have wounded the tende,
consciences of the new converts. And we find an example of the
apostles' use of this authority by their allowing purification, although
a remnant of the ceremonial law, to Paul and four other brethren, for
the purpose of avoiding scandal (Acts xxi. 24). By the" keys of the
kingdom of heaven" is intended simply the power of first opening the
doors of the new religion, through which, as the kingdom of grace here,
believers were to pass to the ki,!gdom of glory hereafter; and accordingly we find St. Peter, on the day of Pentecost, as regarded the Jews,
and afterwards at the house of Cornelius, as respected the Gentiles,
thus engaged; being on these occasions honoured as the first person
who instrumentally opened both to Jews and Gentiles the doors of
the kingdom of heaven.-Nine Lectures upon The Hist01'Y of Saint
Peter, by the late Henry Blunt, Nineteenth Edition, 1854.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE year closed with 1030 Pensioners on the Books, entailing an expenditure of over £45 daily. New Subscribers are necessary to maintain
the income.
The following places have been visited by the Secretary, and collections were made at the services-Richmond (Bethlehem), Lynton Road,
Bermondsey, Tottenham, Brentford, and Norbiton.
Special Meetings on behalf of the Society will be held on Good Friday at Ebenezer, Richmond Street, Brighton; and the Annual
Meeting is fixed for Friday, May 1st, at Caxton Hall. Full particulars
of the meetings will be seen in the advertisements on another page, and
it is hoped there will be large gatherings.

iKebie\llfJ null jIl,oticefJ of 15oottll.
RICH GLEANINGS AFTER THE VL"ITAGE FROM "RABBI" DUNCAN.
Edited by the late Rev. JAMES STEVEN SINCLAIR, of Glasgow.
Pp. 397. Price 5/- net. (Chas. J. Thynne and Jarvis, Ltd.,
Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.)
" Rabbi" Duncan was the affectionate name by which the late Rev.
John Duncan, LL.D., was known amongst his friends. He was thus
called, we suppose, because of his deep interest in God's ancient people
the Jews. Because of this interest he was appointed as the first Missionary to the Jews from the Church of Scotland.
In 1841 he went out in this capacity to Perth in Hungary. There
his labours were much owned of the Lord, and one important issue of
his work was the conversion of the Saphirs. Those who possess the
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'life of the late Dr. Adolph Saphirwill find many references to Dr.
Duncan in that volume. He laboured in Perth with the exception of
-a short time at Leghorn, Italy, until a few months after the Disruption
·of the Church of Scotland in 1843. He himself joined the Free Church
_and was invited home to fill the Chair of Hebrew alId Oriental Languages in the New Free Church College, in Edinburgh. For twentyseven years he occupied this important position t.ill he died in 1870.
One of the interesting illustrations of this volume is a group of contemporary Professors at New College, Edinburgh. These include Principal
-Cunningham, Dr. Duncan and Dr. Smeaton. We have frequently
_~iven quotations from Dr. Smeaton's very valuable volumes on the
Atonement and the Holy Spirit in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Dr. Duncan
is described on his tombstone as " An eminent Scholar and Metaphysician, a Profound Theologian, a man of tender piety and of a
lowly loving spirit."
The publication of this volume is largely due 'to Mr. Alexander Ross,
-of Manchester and China, who himself derived great spiritual profit in
his early years from Dr. Duncan's writings. The Church of God is
greatly indebted to Mr. Ross for placing this boole within the reach of
all who value the old theology. It has been most refreshing to us to
read it. The old evangelical truths revealed in the inspired Word,
and set forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith, are here pro-claimed. "Rich gleanings" well descrihe the contents of the book.
It consists of eight sermons, six Communion Table Addresses, twelve
expository lectures on 1 Peter i. to ii. 6, three Theological Lectures and
six Assembly Addresses. Six pages are devoted to a brief biographical
sleetch of the author. Without tying ourselves down to every expression we gladly declare that this volume is full of the marrow and fatness
-of evangelical truth, and will be read with thankfulness by those who
value the great doctrines of grace.. We give one extract frolll page 303.
" The elect of God, the redeemed of the Lord Jesus Christ, being by
nature children of wrath and disobedience even as others, darkness
far off from God, alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance
which is in them, because of the blindness of their hearts-in one word,
dead in trespasses and in sins-it is impossible that, in this state, they
can answer the end of their creation, election and redemption, by glorifying the God Whom they know not, and from Whom, in heart, they
are estranged; or that they can find any happiness in a Being to Whose
moral character they are entirely opposed, the excellences of Whose
nature, the goodness of Whose law, the equity of "Those condemnation,
the glory of Whose grace they do not know, or, if they in a measure
know, know only to hate. But it being the determinate purpose of God
-to bring those who are thus afar off nigh to Himself, and Christ having
for them finished transgression, made an end of sin, and brought in
everlasting righteousness; the application of all that is contained in
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, is
-committed to the Holy Spirit, Who, with the Father and the Son, ever
liveth and reigneth, one God blessed for evermore."

