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"Who comforteth ns in aU our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in My
tronble, by the comfort wherewith we oursel\"es are comforted of God."-2 COR. I. 4.

AVENGING illS OWN ELECT.
" And sliall not GOD ave:nge His Own elect, wliicli cry day and 1~iglit
unto Him, tlwugli He bear long witli tliem? I tell you tliat He
will avenge tliem speedily. Nevertlieless wlie:n tlie SON OF MAN
cometli, sliall He find faitli on tlie eartli? "-LuKE xviii. 7, 8.

THESE words form the concluding part of the parable of the Unjust
Judge, or of the Importunate Widow. The parable was spoken
by our LORD to His disciples (chap. xvii. 22). It was addressed'
to them, "to the end that they ought always to pray, and not to
faint" (Verse 1, RV.). The parable tells of a judge who feared not
GOD nor regarded man. To him a widow" came oft" (RV.)
saying, "Avenge me of mine adversary." So lacking was he in
sympathy, however, and so indifferent was he to the cause of the
oppressed that he would take no action for a while. The widow,
however, continued to come to him, and to seek for a vindication
of her cause. At length the unrighteous judge said within himself,
"Though I fear not GOD, nor regard man; yet because this widow
troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest she wear me out by her
continual coming" (RV.). Our LORD draws attention to these
words. He says, "Hear what the unjust judge saith." Behold
how this man at last listens to the oft-repeated prayer of the widow.
Though he was a heartless, cruel and unrighteous judge, yet the
importunity of the widow so impressed him that he at last determined to avenge her. Then our LORD adds, " Shall not GOD avenge
His Own elect, which cry day and night unto Him ?" Will He
Who is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works, fail
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to hear His people's cry ~ Will He Who loves His elect and hath
entered into an everlasting Covenant on their behalf be deaf to
the cries of His chosen ones .~ Will He Who pities them that fear
Him ignore their earnest supplications ~ If an unrighteous judge
eventually listened to·the cry of a widow, how much more will the
righteous JUDGE of all the earth listen to the cry of His beloved,
chosen and redeemed people ~ "I tell you," says our LORD, Whose
word shall never pass away, "that He will avenge them speedily."
Let us now endeavour .to open up more fully the precious teaching
of this passage.
1. First, notice that OUl' LORD describes GOD'S people as " His Own
elect."
That is one of the titles given to the family of GOD. Only this
morning we were reading a beautiful passage by the late Mr. C. H.
Spurgeon on this point. He says, "Do not be afraid to dwell
upon this high doctrine of election. When your mind is most
heavy and depressed, you will find it to be a bottle of richest cordial.
Those who doubt the doctrines of grace, or who cast them into the
shade, miss the richest clusters of Eshcol; they lose the wines on
the lees well refined, the fat things full of marrow. There is no
bahn in Gilead comparable to it. If the honey in Jonathan's wood
when but touched enlightened the eyes, this is honey which will
enlighten your heart to love and learn the mysteries of the kingdom
of GOD. Eat, and fear not a surfeit; live upon this choice dainty,
and fear not that it will be too delicate a diet. Meat frbm the
KING'S table will hurt none of His courtiers. Desire to have your
mind enlarged, that you may comprehend more and more the
eternal, everlasting, discriminating love of GOD." (Morning by
Morning for October 28th.)
But how can we find out that GOD has eternally loved us and
chosen us in.. CHRIST before the foundation of the world ~ We can
do so by discovering whether or not we have the marks of the
elect. For example, the elect are eventually justified by faith in
the merits of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The Roman Christians
were thus justified (Rom. v. 1). Hence the apostle evidently calls
them" GOD'S elect." He says, "Who shall lay anything to the
charge of GoD'S elect ~ It is GOD that justifieth " (Rom. viii. 33).
Do we know what it is to have faith in CHRIST, and to be
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accounted righteous by faith in His blood and righteousness ~
If so, we belong to GOD'S elect family.
The apostle describes the Colossian saints as " the elect of GOD"
(Col. iii. 12). What were some of the marks which characterized
them? They had "faith in CHRIST JESUS," "love to all the
saints" and a " hope laid up in heaven." They had been" delivered
from the power of darkness" and "translated into the kingdom
of GOD'S dear SON." They had redemption through CHRIST'S
blood, even the forgiveness of sins. They had in CHRIST put off
the old man and put on the new. (See Col. i. 4, 5, 13, 14; iii.
9, 10.) Do we possess these marks? Is CHRIST the object of our
faith? Are His saints the objects of our love? Have we the
hope of heavenly blessedness? Do we know that we are delivered
from the power of darkness, and that we are numbered amongst
the people of CHRIST'S kingdom? Have we the blessed assurance
that He hath redeemed us from sin's curse, and that we are born
again by the HOLY GHOST ~ If so, we are numbered amongst the
elect people of GOD.
It is of GOD'S elect that our LoRD speaks in this parable. The
Church of GOD consists of a people chosen in CHRIST before the
foundation of the world was laid, redeemed in time by the great
SURETY of the everlasting Covenant, and regenerated by the HOLY
GHOST. The widow in the parable may represent GOD'S elect both
individually and collectively. Happy are we if the teaching of this
parable is applicable to us. Happy are we if GOD in His great
mercy has numbered us amongst His chosen and redeemed people.
2. Secondly, our LORD teaches us that one of the marks of the elect
is that they cry day and night unto Him.
They are a praying people. When Saul of Tarsus was manifestly
numbered amongst GOD'S elect people he became a man of real
prayer.' "Behold, he prayeth" was said of him (Acts ix. 11).
Before his conversion he may have said prayers. That is possible
to those who are still dead in sin. They can repeat words of prayer,
but it takes a truly living and regenerated soul to pray with the
heart. Many in our LORD's day prayed with the mouth but failed
to pray with the heart. They were mere formalists, and our LORD
Who searcheth the hearts knew their hypocrisy. " Ye hypocrites,"
He said, "Well did Esaias prophecy of you, saying, This people
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draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honoureth Me with
their lips; but their heart is far from Me. But in vain they do
worship Me" (Matt. xv. 7-9).
- What an immense difference there was between the prayer of the
pharisee and the prayer of the publican. They both went up to
the temple to pray, but the pharisee's prayer was destitute of any
heart breathings. He trusted in himself that he was righteous and
despised others. His prayer consisted in mere self-congratulation.
He was not as other men were, especially as that publican to whom
he pointed with contempt. He boasted before GOD of his good
deeds. He had no felt need of pardon, because he had no sense
of sin. He asked for nothing and he got nothing. In vain did he
go up to the temple to worship GOD. How different the poor,
despised publican. He would not lift up so much as his eyes unto
heaven, so deeply humbled was he before GO)). No thought of the
sinfulness of others dominated his mind. His heart was filled with
a deep sense of his own sinfulness. He felt his need of mercy. He
sought for it and he got it. He went down to his house justified.
He was accounted righteoUs before GOD because of the merits of
our LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CImIST. Here was the prayer of
a living, a regenerated soul. Here was the prayer of one who had
faith in the propitiatory work of CImIST. He was one of GOD'S
Own elect. The cry which characterizes the elect went up into
the ears of the LORD of Sabaoth. An old hymn says,

"I often say my prayers,
But do I ever pray 1
And do the wishes of my heart
Go with the words I say 1
" I may as well kneel down
And worship gods of stone,
AB offer to the living GOD
A prayer of words alone."
GOD'S elect people are a people who cry unto Him from the heart.
They cry unto Him day and night. When they rise in the morning
they cry to Him. They thank Him for the mercies of the night,
and they cry unto Him for guidance, strength, wisdom and grace
for the duties of the day. They cry unto Him at night. As they
review the day's mercies, thanksgivings ascend unto their GOD.
AB they realize the day's failures, confession is poured into His ear.
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As they realize the darkness of the night, petitions ascend for peaceful sleep and protecting favour. Moreover, all through the day
they are often looking up to GOD for guidance, comfort, wisdom,
and grace. Communion with GOD is indeed a mark of His elect.
Moreover, they pray perseveringly. They continue in prayer.
They pray without ceasing. The psalmist says, "Evening, and
morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud; and He shall
hear my voice" (Psa. Iv. 17). 0 let us beware of getting cold·in
prayer. Let us beware of allowing business, pleasure or family
cares to crowd out prayer. The more we have to do the more
we need to pray for grace to accomplish the work assigned to us.
It is never a waste of time to pray. Grace to help abounds towards
those who cry to the GOD of grace.
3. Thirdly, our LORD teaches ttS that GOD'S elect pray against
their adversary.
The widow had an adversary and she prayed that the judge
would avenge her of him. The elect people of GOD have one great
adversary who is the enemy of CHRIST and the enemy of His people.
In the parable of the tares we read, " His enemy came and sowed
tares among the wheat and went his way." Our LORD says, "the
enemy that sowed them is the devi1." He is the enemy of Him
Who sowed the good seed.. He is likewise the enemy of all CHRIST'S
followers. "Be sober, be vigilant," says the Apostle Peter to the
"elect according to the foreknowledge of GOD," "because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith" (1 Pet. i. 2;
v. 8, 9).
We are to be watchful against our great adversary. We are also
to pray against Him. Our LORD teaches us to pray, "Deliver us
from the evil one." We cannot confront him in our own strength.
He is a powerful, astute, crafty and experienced foe, and only by
Divine power can we overcome him. He has greatly wronged us.
He beguiled Eve. He introduced sin into this earth. The Fall and
all its awful and terrible consequences are due to him. He is the
great accuser of the brethren, and we may well pray that GOD may
vindicate our cause and deliver us from his power.
4. Fourthly, our LORD teaches us that GOD will eventually avenge
His Own elect.
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Doubtless He often now appears for the individual members of
His elect family. Instances are not wanting in which He has heard
the cries of His people and displayed His mighty power on their
behalf, vindicating their cause, delivering them from peril, and
supplying their needs.
But the complete vindication of the cause of GOD'S elect people
is yet future. Now, GoD bears long over His elect. He bears long
on their account with their enemies and their oppressors. He
delays to put forth His power to finally vindicate the cause of His
people. But He will avenge them. "The GOD of peace," said
the apostle to the Roman Christians, "shall bruise Satan under
your feet shortly." He will fulfil His ancient promise in fullest
measure. The SEED of the woman shall bruise the head of the
serpent. We read of war in heaven. "Michael and his angels
fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,
alid prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in
heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him."
Satan is further described as "the accuser of our brethren which
accused them before our GOD day and night." The brethren,
however, "overcame him by the blood of the LAMB, and by the
word of their testimony" (Rev. xii. 7-12). When Satan is thus
cast out he is filled with great wrath, "because he knoweth that
he hath but a short time." The trials of GOD'S people will then
doubtless be multiplied, and Satan's power against them will be
more keeuly felt than ever. Eventually, however, an angel from
heaven will lay hold on him and bind him " a thousand years, and
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the
thousand years should be fulfilled." Subsequently, he is to be
" cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever
and ever" (Rev. xx. 1-3, 10). GOD will thus eventually vindicate
the cause of His people in regard to their great adversary the devil.
He will also overthrow all their enemies and thus avenge them of all
their adversaries.
" I tell you," says our LORD, " that He will avenge them speedily."
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This word "speedily" is translated "shortly" in Rom. xvi.- 20
and Rev. i. 1. Evidently it means speedily from the Divine standpoint. We read, "He, that being often reproved hardeneth his
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy"
(Prov. xxix. 1). The judgment which comes upon a hardened sinner,
when it does come, will be sudden and speedy. So the predestined
judgment which will eventually come upon the adversaries of GOD'S
elect people will be sudden and speedy. "When they shall say,
Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them"
(1 Tbess. v. 3).
The apostle says, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but
rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is Mine;
I will repay, saith the LORD" (Rom. xii. 19). GOD will indeed
avenge His Own elect. "Say not thou, I will recompense evil;
but wait on the LORD, and He shall save thee" (Prov. xx. 22). Hie
people's cause is dear to His heart, and in due time His delivering
power will be put forth.
5. Lastly, owr LORD seems to teach that the great time of Divine
vengeance will be a time when the faith of His elect will be at a low
ebb.
"Nevertheless, when the SON of MAN cometh shall He find the
faith on the earth ~" (See R.V., margin.)
Our LORD in the parable takes us on to the time of His coming·
and He suggests that just before His coming that faith in GOD,
which is illustrated by the case of the widow, will be a rarity. We
know that apostasy will increase and that consequently the persecutions, oppressions and trials of GOD'S elect people, who are standing
steadfast amidst the darkness, will also increase. " Because
iniquity (lawlessness) shall abound, the love of the many shall wax
cold." The persecutions of the elect will be so great that they
will wear out the saints of the MOST HIGH. The faith of GOD'S
elect will not fail utterly, as is illustrated by the case of Peter,
but it seems likely that some will give way to faintheartedness and
a measure of unbelief, and will begin to wonder if deliverance will
ever come at all. Dr. David Brown says, "Ere the SON of MAN
comes to redress the wrongs of His Church, so low will the hope of
relief sink, through the length of the delay, that one will be fain
to ask, Is there any faith of a coming AVENGER, any expectation
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that the Church's LORD will ever return to her, left on the'earth 1 "
(Jamiesrm, Fausset and Brown's Commentary on Luke xviii. 8).
Dr. H. Bonar had the teaching of this parable.in mind when he
wrote-" The serpent's brood increase,
The powers of hell grow bold,
The conflict thickens, faith is low,
And love is waxing cold.
How long, 0 LORD our GOD,
Holy and true and good,
Wilt Thou not judge Thy suffering Church,
Her sighs and tears and blood 1 "
The parable, however, is intended to stimulate the faith of GOD'S
people as the darkness and trials of the Church of GOD increase.
It is designed to stimulate GOD'S elect to persevere in believing
prayer, and it is designed to assure them that though GOD in the
exercise of His wisdom delays to bring upon their adversaries the
stroke of His judgment, yet He will assuredly avenge His Own
elect when the set time of His appointmeut comes. He is ever
mindful of His Covenant, ever true to His beloved people, and ever
faithful to His promises.
" I tell you," says our LORD JESUS CHRIST, vThose word shall not
pass away, "that He will avenge them speedily." Meanwhile with
full confidence in His faithfulness and love let us wait with hope
,for the coming of our great GOD and SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST.
Let our prayer be,
"Come, LORD, and tarry not,
Bring the long-looked-for day;
Oh, why these years of waiting here,
These ages of delay?
" Come, for love waxes cold,
Its steps are faint and slow;
Faith now is lost in unbelief,
Hope's lamp burns dim and low.
" Come in Thy glorious might,
Come with the iron rod,
Scattering Thy foes before Thy face,
Most mighty SON OF GOD."
(Dr. H. Bonar.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Hougltton).
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Ba!111ibe Jj}.otell.
THE RISEN JESUS.
" We believe that JesU43 died and rose again."-l TREss. iv. 14.

THE resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is one
of the great articles of our belief. We believe that Jesus "died
for our sins according to the Scriptures." We also believe that
" He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures." He
died in accordance with the prophecies of the Old Testament. He
rose again the third day according to prophecies uttered hundreds
of years before in the same inspired Scriptures. We believe that
His death was reaL We believe also that His resurrection was
reaL He was not only nailed to the cross, but He died on the
cross. It was partly for this reason that the soldiers break not
His legs, as they did the legs of the two thieves. They" saw that
He was dead already." Hence they did not break His legs, but
unintentionally they fulfilled the Scripture which said, "A bone
of Him shall not be broken." No one who believes the Scripture
accounts of our Lord's crucifixion will doubt the reality of His
death. In like manner no one who honestly believes the Scripture
accounts of His resurrection will doubt the reality of His literal,
actual, bodily resurrection. The four Gospels all bear testimony
to this great fact. Nine distinct and separate appearances of our
Lord to one or more of His disciples are recorded by them. The
risen Lord, showed to His disciples His hands and His feet which
had been pierced with the nails, and His side which had been
pierced with the spear (Luke xxiv. 39, 40; John n. 20, 27). He
ate and drauk in their presence (Acts x. 41). He spake to them.
He wrought miracles before them. He expounded the Scriptures
to them. "He showed Himself alive after His passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them' forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God" (Acts i. 3). On one
occasion He appeared to "above five hundred brethren at once,"
all of whom could bear testimony to the reality of His bodily
resurrection. (1 Cor xv. 6.) The apostles were so blinded at first
that they did not expect Him to rise. He had frequently told
them that He would rise, but' they did not take in the great fact.
They thought, therefore, when He was crucified, dead and buried,
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that all their hopes were blasted. So convinced were they afterwards, however, of the reality of His bodily resurrection that they
made it one of the great themes of their preaching. They" testified
of God that He raised up Christ." "This Jesus hath God raised
up, whereof we all are witnesses." " The God of our fathers raised
up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree" (Acts ii. 32; v.30).
This was their uniform and constant testimony. It was incorporated in their inspired Epistles and has ever since been the faith
of the Church.
The observance of the Lord's day for nearly nineteen centuries
is a standing historical testimony to the belief of the Church in
this great truth, for the first day of the week is the day on which
the Lord Jesus rose again.
In like manner, it may be mentioned that the constant observance
of the Lord's Supper is a standing historical testimony to the truth
of our Lord's atoning death.
Believing fully in our Lord's literal bodily resurrection, our
Reformers declared that " Christ did truly rise again from death,
and took again His body, with flesh, bones and all things appertaining to the perfection of man's nature; wherewith He ascended into
heaven, and there sitteth, nntil He return to judge all men at the
last day" (Article iv.).
The Confession of Faith of the Church of Scotland says (chap.
viii. 4), " On the third day He arose from the dead, with the same
body in which He suffered; with which also He ascended into
heaven, and there sitteth at the right hand of His Father, making
intercession; and shall return to judge men and angels at the end
of the world."
All therefore who believe the Scriptures" believe that Jesus died
and rose again." There is no doubt in their minds of these great
historical facts. Modernists may reject the truth of our Lord's
literal resurrection, because they reject also the truthfulness of the
Scriptures, but we who believe in the full inspiration of the Gospels,
Epistles and other New Testament writings have no hesitation in
declaring our full, unfeigned and hearty belief in the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. We glory in this great
and cardinal truth. The references to our Lord's resurrection in
the First Epistle to the Thessalonians are only few in number, but
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they are very instructive. Let us think of the teaching which they
suggest.
1. First, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ was a striking
exhibition of the power of the living God.
The Thessalonian saints. had been worshippers of idols. The
Gospel preached by God's servant Paul eame to them not merely
in word, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost. The result was their
conversion. They" turned to God from idols to serve the living
and true God; and to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He
raised from the dead, even Jesus, Whieh delivered us from the wrath
to come" (1 Thess. i. 9, 10). The idols whom the Thessalonians
worshipped and served were dead, lifeless and absolutely helpless.
They had no power to give spiritual life, nor had they power to
give natural life. They could not raise anyone from spiritual or
from natural death. The God to Whom the Thessalonians turned
is "the living and true God." He hath life in Himself. He is
the Source of all life, natural, spiritual, and resurrection life. In
Him all men live and move and have their being. By His almighty
power alone the dead in sin are quickened and regenerated. By
that same power alone can one who has died a natural death be
raised again to life. It is " God, Who quickeneth the dead" (Rom.
iv. 17). Men may nurse the siek, but they cannot give life to the
dead. This is the prerogative of God alone. When the Lord Jesus
was crueified and dead, His disciples, however much they loved
Him, were helpless to bring Him back to life. They could lovingly
take down His body from the cross and wrap it in linen clothes,
and place it reverently in a new tomb, but they could not give it
life. It was the living and omnipotent God Who raised the body
of Jesus from the grave. It was by the power of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Ghost that the dead body of Jesus was brought
back again to life. "God raised Him from the dead." He raised
Him in spite of the wicked designs of the Jews who said, "Let
Him be crucified." He raised Him in spite of the stone, the watch,
the seal. He raised Him according to His revealed purpose. He
raised Him because the Lord Jesus, by His obedience unto death,
had secured the eternal justification of His people. He was
delivered to death because of their offences. He was raised again
because their justification had been secured. He had exhausted
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the penalty due to His people's sins, and it was not possible therefore
that death could any longer hold Him within its grasp. Christ's
resurrection was therefore a remarkable exhibition of Divine
power. It demonstrates the vanity of human plans and of human
conspiracies. Of a truth against God's holy child Jesus, "both
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of
Israel, were gathered together," but they could ouly do what
God's hand and God's counsel determined before to be done. (See
Acts iv. 24-28). Unwittingly they were ouly carrying out the
eternal purpose of God. He had planned and purposed the atoning
death of His dear Son. He had also planned and purposed His
triumphant resurrection, and no power in hell, or on earth, could
hinder the Divine purposes from being carried out. Our God, then,
dear fellow believers, is a God of almighty power and we can say,
"If God be for us, who, can be against us ? " (Rom. viii. 31).
2. Secondly, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead
~"S an illustration and also a pledge of the resurrection to eternal glory
of all His people.
"If we believe that Jesus died and rose again" (and we do
believe this), "even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God
bring with Him . . . and the dead in Christ shall rise first"
(1 Thess. iv. 14, 16). As it is an incontrovertible fact that Jesus
died and rose again, so it is an incontrovertible fact that those
who have fallen asleep, will God, through Jesus, bring with Jesus
when He comes again. He will take care that the dead in Christ
shall rise, that living believers shall be changed, and that both
risen and changed believers shall be caught up together to meet
the Lord in the air. In incorruptible and immortal bodies the
redeemed people of God shall be caught up to meet their Redeemer.
Then in resurrection glory they shall be for ever with the Lord.
(See 1 Cor. xv. 51-57; 1 Thess. iv. 14--17).
Eternal victory over death will then be the portion of the
redeemed, and in view of that blessed experience they can say,
" Thanks be to God, Which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ."
The same God Who raised up His dear Son from the dead will
also raise from the dead all who have died in union with Him.
Moreover, the resurrection of Christ is the pledge of the resurrection
of His people. As the sheaf of firstfruits was the pledge of the
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harvest which was to follow, so the resurrection of Christ is the
pledge of the resurrection of His people. "Christ the firstfruits ;
afterward they that are Christ's at His coming" (1 Cor. xv. 23).
3. Thirdly, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead
secured that all His people should finally be with Him in glory.
They will not only rise from the dead, but they will enter the
heavenly mansions which Christ has gone to prepare for them.
He has said, "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given
Me, be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory, which
Thou hast given Me" (John xvii. 24). His people are to be with
Him in glory. He is coming again to raise those who have died
in the Lord, and to change those of His people who are still living,
that He may receive them unto Himself, that where He is there
they may be also. The apostle says of those who are caught up
to meet Him, " So shall we ever be with the Lord." "For," says
the apostle again, "God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that,
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him"
(1 Thess. iv. 17; v. 9, 10). His people shall, in resurrection bodies,
meet Him, see Him, and be for ever with Him. This is our hope..
This is the prospect of all the elect people of God. " Wherefore,"
says the apostle, "comfort one another with these words." It is
comforting to know that the God Who could raise Christ from the
dead is on our side. He is therefore able to deliver us from the
evil designs of men and to keep and uphold us in all dangers and
necessities. It is comforting to know that we have the hope of
Christ coming again. It is comforting to know that He will swallow
up death in victory. It is comforting to know that He will receive
and welcome all His risen and changed saints to be for ever with
Him in eternal glory.
Wherefore, comfort one another with these truths. Rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. Remember that " When Christ, Who is
our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory"
(Col. iii. 4).
" , The Lord is risen indeed,'
Then hell has lost his prey;
With Him is risen the ransomed seed
To reign in endless day."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicamge,
(Thornas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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WELLSPRINGS,
"Fa!' they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be weakened
from the work, that it be 1Wt done. Now therefore, 0 God, strengthen
my hands,"-NEHEMIAH vi, 9,
chapter before us is full of deep, spiritual instruction, May the
Holy Spirit lead and teach us in our meditation therein, to our soul's
profit and to God's glory,
Nehemiah, the chief figure in it, signifies consolation or repentance
of the Lord; or rest of the Lord, or condnct of the Lord; and he
was raised up of his God to be a Reformer of his times,
He was the son of Hachaliah and appointed governor in Shushan,
the palace of Artaxerxes, King of Persia, News is brought him by
one of his brethren, Hanani, and certain men of Juc1.ah, of the
grievous affliction of the remnant of the Jews who were left,
of the captivity and of the rninous state of Jerusalem, "And
it came to pass when I heard these words, that I sat down
and wept and mourned certain days, and fasted, 'and prayed
before the God of heaven "(Nehemiah i, 4), And we have the
Holy Spirit's record of what that dear servant of God prayed, Those
words and those tears were such as the Lord hears and sees, All true
prayer is accompanied with tears of godly contrition and humble
confession of sin, He weeps for his people, He sorrows for the sins
which brought them into captivity and he is solicitous for their spiritual
welfare and recovery, He hears with sorrow, " The remnant that are
left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and
reproach; the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down and the gates
thereof are burned with fire," Upon which follows his mournful
confession and earnest pleading to the God of heaven for his people,
and then for hinu;elf, that the Lord would grant him " mercy in th~
sight of this, man, For I was the king's cupbearer," This king
Artaxerxes appears to have been of a kindly disposition and shows
a personal interest in this servant of the court. But whether or rot,
we know that" The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the
rivers of water; He turneth it whithersoever He will," When next
his cupbearer is commanded before him, the king notices the unusually
sad countenance of Nehemiah and enquires the cause, This raises
fear for the moment, but his cupbearer's heart is up uuto his God as
to how to reply, A swift ejaculatory prayer, it may have been, just
"Help, Lord," or some such short but comprehensive prayer which
never fails of its mark. It must reach the ear of the Lord of Sabaoth
and bring a gracious answer down, "So I prayed to the God of
heaven, and I said," Nothing between, you see dear reader, the
prayer of the Lord's dear servant to heaven's high courts, and the
answer to the earthly sovereign, Oh! what a blessed rest there is in
committing our way and our cause unto the Lord ere we reply to those
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around us. The answer of the tongue then, we may rest assured, is
fitted to our lips and must succeed if our" Brother born for adversity"
has undertaken our cause and will speak for us. No need then to
plead with poor Moses we are" not eloquent."
Nehemiah tells his sovereign master all his heart's trouble, and
Artaxerxes hears and sympathizes and gives him permission to go up,
with letters to the governors beyond the river that they should convey
him over; and also a letter unto Asaph, the keeper of the king's
forest, that he wonld give him timber requisite for the repairing of the
house of God.
It is a beautiful story and, if space permitted, we would love to
linger over the history and how the people willingly offered themselves
and how acceptably they worked. In the third chapter we see how
every man had his appointed place and work assigned him, wherein
we are reminded, dear reader, that all God's children are fitted into
their appointed place in that Building which is indeed all" fitly framed
together" by the great Master Builder. Oh how one loves to hear
the dear Sunday-school children at St. Mary-le-Port sing those sweet,
true words,
" Who through Heaven is guiding,

Stars by thousands gliding,
Thousand paths providing,
He nameth and claimeth
Both thee and me."
And the other verses, while singing of the greatness and majesty of
God, likewise tell how He "befriendeth and tendeth; ruleth and
guideth; upholdeth, enfoldeth, provideth, decideth for both thee and
me." And you, dear reader, are where the Lord has placed you, if
so be that you put yourself in His hand for guidance and direction and
to choose for you the way. It may not be to your comfort, and it
may be indeed a desert place as regards what your soul is longing for:
hut your mercy is to be enabled to say with His dear tried servant Job,
" Bnt He knoweth the way that I take," and to rest in the comfortable
word that" He appointeth the bounds of our habitation."
Why were all these Jews so eager and earnest in their work? They
knew why they had been banished to Babylon and they were now
returned to the Holy City after their captivity" unto the God of Israel,
Whose habitation is in Jerusalem." And so they laboured over against
immense difficulties and constant dangers; Nehemiah advising and
guarding and encouraging them meanwhile, with a heart constantly
uplifted to his God for counsel and wisdom which he so greatly needed.
It was thus he received strength to withstand all the int,rigues and
treacherous dealings of the enemies to the work. It was being supported
and strengthened and guided of His God, that he was not drawn aside
to their plausible and mischievous devices. Thus, when the enemy
sent unto him to " come and meet them in one of the villages in the
plain of Ono," to discuss matters, the Lord's dear servant immediately
perceives it is with treacherous intent, and he therefore remained in
II

154

The Gospel M agazme

his appointed post, as he sendR the reply by the messengers, "I am
doing a great work, so that I cannot come down." Then again, when
they try to terrify him to fiee into the temple from those who are
seeking his life, he replies in the calm dignity of a man whose trust and
hope is in his nnfailing God, " Should such a man as I fiee ... I will not
go in. And, 10, I perceived that God had not sent him."
What a record we have in that sixth chapter! Have you noticed,
my beloved readcrs, these contrasts which make all the difference
between a servant of God and one who is none of His? See how
Nehemiah looks up to Him in confidence; whilst his enemies look
down in confusion. "They were much cast down in their own cyes :
for they perceived that this work was wrought of our God." God's
dear servant had meanwhile been looking up and praying in the
language of our text, "Now, 0 my God, strengthen my hands," and he
was brought to perceive that his God had not sent Shemaiah, who
would have betrayed him. Oh! for the grace of spiritual discernment!
It is granted those who are much in prayer at the mercy-seat for
heavenly wisdom and guidance. And in this history we have a bright
example given us of the Lord's servant hearing only God's voice and
humbly obeying Him. Such are, as it were, the sanctuary for their
nation, and we find in all these Divinely raised-up leaders of Old
Testament history, their acknowledgment of the goodness and mercy,
patiencc, forbearanee and longsuffering of their God, in almost similar
language. Thus if the reader will refer to the testimony of the Lord's
dear servants, Moses (Exod. xxxiv. 6, etc.), Nehemiah (ix. 17), David
(Psa. Ixxxvi. 5 and 15), Joel (ii. 13), Jonah (iv. 2), lVIicah (vii. 18), etc.,
he will find the grateful expressions of the wonderful mercy and goodness of their God.
But we must come to a short consideration of our text, "Now
therefore, 0 God, strengthen my hands." Now! A point of time,
a pressing exigency of need, a turn in the road is reached, and the
Lord's servant needs his Divine Helper at his side. Just when the
work of God was going on successfully, then it is that the enemy comes
in to put a check upon it and overthrow it. But Satan hindered is a
very real experience in the lives of the children of God! He stirs up
some adversary, uses some willing tool to accomplish his malign purpose,
and it often seems to the exercised heart that the cause is 10Et. But
sooner or later the truth of Gamaliel's words is proved, " If it be of
God ye cannot overthrow it." These enemies to Nehemiah sought
to " weaken the hands of those who wrought in the work and if possible
to stop it altogether." Was the Lord's servant to be defeated? Did
he lose all hope and give up in despair and yield to the enemy? "Now
therefore, 0 God, strengthen my hands." What a bright example of
lively, active faith! Instead of sitting down and folding one's hands
and crying out, the cause is lost, the enemy is too lively and strong,
Nchemiah "encouraged himself in the Lord his God." You have been
in like experience, dear children of God. Oh! how frequently have
we seen it exemplified in a poor, sin-convicted coming one, stirred up
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by Omnipotent grace to flee to the only Refuge from sin, Satan and
hell, just what happened to the 'devil-possessed lunatic: "While he
was yet a coming, the devil threw him down."
But Jesus 'was there. He is always ready at hand, "ready to
save me," as said Hezelciah, ready to pluck the brand from the burrring
and the perishing disciple from the threaterring billows. Jesus will
see of the travail of His own soul with perfect satisfaction in every
one for whom His precious blood was shed and which now speaks
within the veil. "They shall come which were ready to perish," and
sooner or later, not a moment before the decreed time nor a moment
behind the appointed time of love and mercy, such an one, weary, worn
and sad with sin, shall be marrifested as an elect vessel of mercy. One
thinks of that dear Canaarritish woman who urged her plea and would
not be put off by the answers of Him Who was but trying her faith
to give her presently such a gracious return of peace and blessing,
that whilst the enemy was harassing her and wonld have thrust her
from her Lord, the feeling if not the language of her heart was, "now
therefore, 0 God." It is time for Thee to work. Be now my Helper
and Strong Deliverer against every foe that would overthrow my
hope. Now, 0 God!
" Hell and thy sins resist thy course.
But hell and sin are vanquished foes;
Thy Jesus nailed them to the cross,
And sang the tl'iumph when He rose." (Watt•.)
This was likewise the calm reliance of the two dear persecuted.
Apostles Peter and John. They are imprisoned; they are commanded
to speak no more in the name of Jesus; they are threatened and
beaten. And this is what they say. They look to their God, they
rely upon His help and they pray, " And now, Lord, behold their
threaterrings; ancl grant unto Thy servants, that with all boldness
they may speak Thy word." They did not ask for cessation of hostilities; they did not ask for bodily preservation, and above all, they
never thought of yielding to the enemy and giving up the work of the
Lord. On the contrary they ask that now their God will give them
more strength and faithfulness and boldness "to speak Thy word,"
and that their God will put His seal of approval on it " by stretching
forth Thine hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done
by the name of Thy holy child Jesus."
Let us all seek grace to do as thc Lord's clear servants did in Old
and New Testament history, when tempted, desolate, harassed and
dismayed at the intrigues and alertness of the enemy of our sonls who
leaves no contrivance tmtried to spoil us and our work. Let us betake
ourselves to our never-failing Refuge and cry into the ears which arc
never deaf to His children's cries and groans and sighs, " Now, 0 God,
strengthen my hands." I am Thy weak, defenceless child. I cannot
meet the enemy in my own strength which is perfect weakness; and
I would not flee before him, " being such an one as I am," having all
heaven's resources on my side. Do Thou now" strengthen my hands."
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That was just what the godly patriarch prayed for his son Joseph's
blessing, was it not 1 "Let his hands be sufficient for him." And
it is in proportion as we find our joy in the Lord, we also prove His
.strength perfected in our weakness. For" the joy of the Lord is our
strength."
Thus we see in the sacred historv of Nehemiah God's care for His
people against all their enemies. "What do these feeble Jews? " says
the enemy. The experimental answer of everyone of the elect family
of grace is, " I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth
me," and Nehemiah knew that secret source of strength. "Strengthen
my hands, 0 God." Rise and help and stand by Thy little, much
despised, "feeble" remnant. Preserve Thy people in the midst of
all these foes, and give them strength to prosecute the work to which
they have set their band. Tbus were the Jews delivered and brought
into their place of safety and worship. And thus is every child of
God preserved and dcliveTed, upheld, strengthened and blessed, anil
the Church of the living God of which every member goes to makc
up the complete structure shall withstand every foe. PreseTVed in
Olllist Je...us-that is the secret. Founded on' the eternal Rock of
Ages, her God will establish her for ever.
If you would be strong in running the Christian race, strong for the
battle which seems much again8t you, strong in your testimony service,
strong in your spuituallife, you need be much in the sanctuary. Prayer
is a mighty weapon of defence and help against the enemy. Prayer
can bring about mighty wonders, marvellous deliverances, wonderful
blessings !
B

Praying breath can wonders do.
Bring relief in greatest straits,

Prayer can force a passage throngh
Iron bars and brazen gates."
. It brought Peter out of the prison's" iron bars and brazen gates" ;
and when we read of and see what it has done for God's saints in all
ages, is it to be wondered at that" Satan trembles when he sees the
weakest saint upon his knees?" Should it not encourage you and me,
dear reader, to bring all our wants and complaints, our sorrows and
cares, our unsaved friends and relatives to thc mercy-seat, and by
fa.ith there, plead the precious promises of our God, with Whom
" nothing is impossible? "
It is recorded of that bigoted Papist, Queen Mary of Scots, that
she was wont to say how she dreaded the prayers of John Knox more
than an army of ten thousand soldiers, and when we think of thosc
instances recorded in Holy Scripture of the marvellous and timely
deliverances of God's dear servants who cried unto Him and were
delivered, should it not be an encouragement to us at all times and
under all circumstances to seek unto God in prayer? Many of those
prayers recorded in Scripturc contain much in a few words. The
circumstances may be very pressing and urgent. The opportumty
ma.y be but for a brief ejaculatory cry, or sigh upwards. It needs no

The Gospel Magazine

157

wordy long prayers to tell our God of our need; and ofttimes our
sorrows lie too deep for many words, but it is as the soul realizes what
our God is that little faith takes hold and prevails. Whether the
strength of our enemy force us to the one Refuge, or whether we flee
therc in a strength not our own, and lay claim in our perfect weakness
to take hold of God's strength, we know that prayer and strength are
closely linked together.
It is Divinely bestowed stl'ength which enables us in our felt need
and abject helplessness t{) wait upon and fa,. Him for deliverance, and
meanwhile gain strength and comfort and peace, as we prove the
blessed truth of His own words. "They that wait upon the Lord
shall renew their strength." They see thus how" He weakeneth the
strength of the mighty" of His enemies (Job xii. 21), whilst to those
who have" no might, He increaseth strength" amongst His needy
flock in Zion.
The praTer of the godly, the upright is His delight, we read. It
reaches God's ear, moves His heart of tender compassions and opens
His hand to send heaven!y blessings down. The Lord gives "twice·
as much" as we ask for. He exceeds the prayers of His people who
are so frequently and sinfully" straitened in themselves." He gives
them much more than their requests, as He did Nehemiah, whose
prayer was heard, his work rewarded, as he saw his brethren with
joy and gladness and light in their dwellings and" said unto all the
people, go your way; eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send
portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is .
holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength." Nehemiah hacl prayed that his God would strengthen his
hands, and he lived to prove most blessedly how the Hearer of prayer
had strengthened not ouly his, but also those of his brethren !
May the Lord the Spirit grant bot.h reader and writer to know more
and more what true and acceptable prayer is, as we also find it to be
the very
H

Breatb of God in mau,
Returning whence it came;
Love is the sacred fire withill,

And prayer the rising flame.
The prayers and pr"ises of tl1e saints,
Like precious odours sweet,

Ascend and spread a rich perfume
Around the mercy-seat.
When God inclines the heart to pray,
He has an ear to hear,
To Him there's music in a groan

And beanty in a te"r.
The humble suppliant cannot fail
To have his wants supplied,
Since He for sinners intercedes
Who once for sinners died." (Beddo",e. )
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" Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling," let us remember
there is always One before the throne and " He ever liveth to make
intercession for us," and His cause can never fail. May we be increasingly encouraged to " come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
R.
THE JOY OF ANGELS.
God in vast eternal times
Came forth to show His power,
And fixed the earth's alternate chimes"
To mark each future hour:
The angels stood to watch the ways
His wisdom should employ;
Together sang their morning praise
In shouts of holy joy.t

WHEN

When God the Son in Covenant love
Took flesh for man to die,
The joy that filled the courts above
Came with Him through the sky:
An angel led the heavenly song
Which echoed peace on earth;
And then the whole uncounted throng
Proclaimed Emmanuel's birth.t
When God the Holy Spirit's voice
Creates new life within,
The hosts before the throne rejoice
To see His work begin :
The sinner weeps his newborn love
At his Redeemer's feet;
And angels in the home above
Renew their rapture sweet.§
Once more there shall be joy in heaven:
When all the ransomed band,
Their sorrows dried, their sins forgiven,
Shall reach that happy land :11
I hope to bow among that throng,
Unending joy to share;
And sing the sweet eternal song
With saints and angels there.
"'ILLIAM \VILEMAN.

Cricklewood.
• Genesis i. 16.

1" Job xxxviii. 7.
t Luke ii. 9-14.
/I Revelation vii.

§ Luke xv. 10.
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THE OM~N1SCIENCE OF JESUS.
PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON APRIL 8TH, 1904.
(Concluded from p. 70.)

" And when He had thu,' spoken, He went brfo1'e, a..'cending up to J erusalem. And it came to pass, when He was come nigh to Bethphage and
Bethany, at the mount called the Mount of Olives, He sent two of His
dis~1ples, sayin.q, Go ye into the village over against you; in the
u·hich, at yow' entering, ye shall find a colt tied, whe1'eon yet neVel'
man sat: loose him, and IYring him hil1te,'. And if any ,nan ask you,
Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord
haih need of him. And they that Wel'C sent Weltt their way, and
fo·und """en a,s He had saw unto them. . . . And th"y broUf]ht him to
Jesus: and they cast thei,' garments l'pan the colt, and they set Jesus
thercon."-LuKE xix. 28-35.

THEN I want you to notice in the next place, the confidence that these
dlsa-iples had in their Lord's word. They went forth just armed with
that simple word of His truthful lips to them. To their faith it was
enough. They did not argue the question with Him, with the Master.
They did not say to Him: "Perhaps we shall have to reason with him,
will it be suffiCIent to say, • The Lord hath need of your property' ?
Ts it our experience of the human heart to show liberality like this?'
Here we are-strangers-going into a strange village, appropriating
apparently the property of a fellow-man without any apparent claim
to it, and if we are asked what we are doing are we to simply say, • the
Lord hath need'? Suppose he will not let us bring it away?" No,
the disciples did not reason thus with Jesus, they did not argue the
point with Him, they trusted the efficacy of His slmple word and
forthwith they departed. Now see the accurate foreknowledge and
the perfect omniscience of Jesus. They found exactly as Christ foret.old
them-they went f.heir -way and found. He had said: .. Ye shall find,"
and they trusted and they went, they sought and they found precisely
what Jesus had said. Now sooner or later, dear fellow-believers, it
will prove thus in your own experience. Oh, there is a day coming
when you will be able to review the way by which the Lord will have
led you, mysteriously. often through dark and perilous places, and
through deep, angry waters, in the valleys where all has been hidden
to your eyes and you walked in absolute gloom. .. Who is among you"
to-night" that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant,
that walketh " like that" in darkness, and hath no light? Let him "
just for a while" stay upon his God," for, I repeat, the day is coming
to that believer and to all believers when they will be able to look back
upon a perfected way, when the pilgrimage is accomplished, and in
God's light they shall see the wisdom of every incident He ordained for

..
160

The Gospel Magazine

them, of every event He brought to pass; and also they shall have
to bear their personal witness that not one good thing that He promised
failed. So it was they entered the village and the Holy Ghost says:
"They found even as He had said unto them." Yes, in the words of
dear Rutherford:
" I'll bless the Hand that guided,
I'll bless the Heart that planned,
When throned where glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's Land."
Meanwhile we walk by faith, not by sight. We walk by faith of His
word, and not by circumstances. We endure, as I lately remarked
in the language of the Epistle to the Hebrews, like Moses, we endure by
faith" as seeing Him Who is invisible," and those who endure thus
unto the end shall come off indeed conquerors and much more t.han
conquerors. They found even as Jesus had told them. Oh, may
it be our mercy, like these disciples, to more entirely trust the word
of the Lord, Oh, we know not what to-morrow may bring us forth.
We know not what the later hours of this day may bring anyone of us
forth; but if our hearts be set upon the changeless word of our Covenant
God and Father what have we t-o fear ~ What have we, I ask it again,
to fear ~ Nay, rather, "we may boldly say: The Lord is my Helper,
and I will not fear what man shall do unt-o me."
Then you notice lastly, or well-nigh lastly, the humility of JestlS in
thus riding publicly upon this borrowed colt. I say borrowed because
I quite believe that the Lord Jesus returned it to its proper owner, just
as He did the ship He borrowed at the Sea of Galilee that He lnight
preach out of it. Jesus preached out of the borrowed vessel to the
multitude on the shore, and then, when He had finished His sermon,
He told the owners of the vessel to launch out into the deep and to cast
their nets, They did so cast their nets and they were well compensated
at the Lord's Hand for the loan of their fishing boat. I do not know
what the Lord gave in the way of compensation to the owners of the
colt, but by His love of trut,h I presume He did return the borrowed
colt. Yes, I think too, and have often thought, about that nameless
boy in the crowd when the thousands of hungering ones in the wilderness
seemed ready to perish. There was a boy in the crowd, a discipIe said
to the Lord Jesus, who had just a few loaves and a couple of small
fishes, and the dear lad gave them up to Jesus, and they were quite
enough for Him, with His blessing upon them. And so He took the
five loaves and the two small fishes and thousands fed upon His
increase. I have often thought that that dear boy must have had
such sweet compensation in beholding the blessing that the Lord put.
upon that provision. Be sure of this, whatever you lend to the Lord
He will return with sevenfold increase. He that giveth unto the poor
lendeth unto the Lord, and look, for aught that he giveth he shall
receive again with usury. If the motive is right you need not fear the
consequences, but if the giving is done in a wrong spirit, if it is done
in a spirit of covetousness, saying, "I shall get by giving; I shall
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profit by this charity of mine," then let us judge our motives, dear
friends, and remember that there is no promise appended to any such
service as that. But where love permeates, where love is the prevailing
impulse, where a thing is done for Jesus' sake-oh, then the smile of
the Master is its abounding compensation. "And they brought him
to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon the colt, and they set
Jesus thereon." Now is fulfilled the prophecy to which I have referred,
the prophecy of Zechariah: "Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion;
shout, 0 daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee:
He is just, and having salvation; lowly, audriding upon an ass." He
rides into their midst, outwardly considered in hllmility, and in a spirit
of meekness. But remember, He is fulfilling a real prophecy. There
is hidden beneath that lowly guise-there is hidden beneath those
features of sorrow-a Royal heart; a heart of eternal love is beating
there. I say a heart of eternal love is beating in the apparently lowly
One of Nazareth. Thus the Lord Jesn._ rode towards Jerusalem till He
came to a certain turn of the road on the sloping sides of Olivet and His
eye fell upon the holy city. I myself have had t.he privilege of looking
upon Jerusalem from the point of view on the sides of Olivet answering
to the description given us in these Gospels, and believcd by compet<'nt
observers to be-and at any rate it is probable, highly probable, it is
so-the spot whence Jesus beheld Jerusalem as He came from Bethany.
And it moved Him to tears-it moved Him to tears when He thought
Ofthe doom that overhung that once fair and truly Royal city. The
Jews had sinned away their dispensation, the dispensation of prophecy,
for now the fulfilment was spread before their eyes but they had not
the eyes to see, they had not the heart to understand. The things
hidden in judgment were hidden from them. 'Well might Jesus weep,
possessed as He was of a perfect foreknowledge of the awful sufferings
which awaited that doomed people and city. But He still saw the
King, and the kingdom, appointed by the Father, and this was only,
so to say, a cloud-and a passing cloud-that rested upon His Royal
progress. He had His eye upon the end, when He should sit crowned
at His Father's Right Hand, and He was content to pass to that end
through sorrows and afflictions and conflicts, and He would not wear
the Vict<lr's crown until He was justly entitled to wear it; and therefore
He would fulfil every Scripture of prophecy and give His people the
consequent happiness of knowing what that word of His meant: "It
is finished"; a fini<!hed salvation for simple faith to rest upon, that
is salvation, I say again, a finished work, a finished sacrifice, a finished
atonement-these constitute a perfect foundation for the simple faith
of a broken-hearted sinner to rest implicitly upon. That is salvation.
Behold, and rejoice greatly. Faith spiritually discerns in Christ the
coming King, for He is coming again, not in tIllS lowly guise-not as
then. He is ooming in His power, His manifested glory; He is coming
in His kingdom, He is coming to reign, "to reign before His ancients
gloriously," to reign in a kingdom that shall have no end. Happy are
those who have an interest in Him. Happy those who are His subject.s,
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who kiss His blessed sceptre, and who are longing for His coming again,
who are living in the sweet hope that only" a little, little while, and He
Who shall come will come, and will not tarry." This is our calling,
fellow believers, to live as those who are looking for Him. AB He
came suddenly round the turn of the road from Bethany sO He shall
suddenly come the second time. Ab, there are those who are looking
for His coming, and it is said in connection with these that He shall
come" without sin," " without," or " apart from "-that is the better
translation; "apart from sin "-not without sin, for He never sinned.
When He came the first time He came without sin, and lived without
sin, and He died without sin. "In Him was no sin." He was" holy,
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners." But He shall come
the second time to those who are looking for Him " apart from sin,"
that is, apart from considerations of sin, not to raise questions about
sin in the case of His believing people, His blood-washed people. No,
the Lord Jesus is not coming to raise to remembrance the sins of His
forgiven Church and people. You know He is just now bringing their
sins to their remembrance. Every Gospel.sermon ought to hring the
sins of the sinner to his remembrance and cause him to remember his
sin and trallSgression, that is the present imperfect condition of God's
Church on earth. But when He comes He is coming t.o receive a
glorious Church without wrinkle, or any such thing. He is coming to
receive His spotless Bride clothed in her beauteous garments of resurrection glory, and He is coming to be satisfied with her and in her. Yes,
He shall bid her sit at His side, clothed with His comeliness, to be for
ever Home. This is the hope of the true children of God; this is the
desire of all loyal-hearted subjects of Christ's kingdom of grace and
they are looking for the King. May He find us in peace, for His
Name's sake.
"A NEW CREATION."
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH,
LLOYDMlNSTER, SASK., CANADA, BY THE VEN. R. J. NOYES,
ON SUNDAY MORNING, JAN. 31ST, 1926.

" If any man be in Christ, he is a new creat''''e; old I.hings are passed
away,. behold, all things are become new. "-2 COR. v. 17.
To be "in Christ" is to be a real Christian. Very many, alas, are
but nominal Christians, that is, Christians in name only. Such may
be members of a Scriptural Church, but not members of the true Church
which is " the Body of Christ," into which all the members are baptized by the Holy Spirit. "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body" (1 Cor. xii. 13). Such, too, may be partakers of the
sacraments of the Church to which they belong, and yet not partakers
of the inward and spiritual graces of which those sacraments are the
signs. Sacraments, ordinances, and forms and ceremonies, in themselves avail nothing. "For in Christ Jesns," wrote the Apostle Paul
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to the' Churches of Galatia, " neither circumcision availeth anything,
nor uneircumcision, but a new creature" (Gal. vi. 15).
Our text this morning tells us, " If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature," or " THERE IS A NEW CREATION," for the Greek word here
translated "creature" means properly creation, and is elsewhere in
the New Testament frequently so translated, e.g. Mark x. 6, "From
the beginning of the creation." Let us then read the text so ; " If any
man be in Christ, there is a new creation." G"eation is the work of
God, and the man in Christ, the real Christian, is " God's workmanship "-a miracle of grace! Let me remind you of several Scriptures
which prove this, or rather corroborate my text, which is in itself
sufficient proof. Eph. ii. 10, "For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works"; Col. iii. 10, " And have put on the
new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that
created him;" and our Lord's words, John iii. 6, 7, "That which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must
he born aga.in." This being n born again," 01' "anew," or "from
above," as it may be translated, is the work of God; the Divine agent
being the Holy Spirit, Who" breathes where He willeth," which is a
preferable and more correct translation of the words in the passage
of Scripture rderred to, than" The wind hloweth where it listeth."
And so every true conversion to God is the outcome of a miracle of
grace. Was not the conversion of Saul of Tarsus a miracle of grace 1
For he was "breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the
disciples of the Lord Jesus," and intending to bring any such at
Damascus" bound as prisoners to Jerusalem." When on his way to
do this, the Lord Jesus spake to him from heaven, and from that time
on he became a disciple, and ere long, " preached the faith which once
he destroyed," and became an entirely changed character. "Old
things passed away, all things became new."
And, likewise, was not the conversion of the pagan jailor at Philippi
a miracle of grace, when the erstwhile suicide fell down before Paul
and Silas, and cried, " Sirs, what must I do to be saved 1 "
Nor was the earlier conversion of Lydia, at the same city, any less a
miracle of grace; for we read that her heart was "opened" of the
Lord, that she attended to the things spoken by Paul, while other
women heard Paul's message unmoved.
In the instances of Saul of Tarsus, the Philippian jailor, and Lydia,
the day, and the attendant circumstances of their conversions could
be named, as in the case also of an untold number of other conversions.
But this is not always so, and with a multitude of others, the only thing
that can be said is; "One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind,
now I see." The true believer, the conscious and contrite sinner who
is trusting in Christ's merits alone, whose heart thought is :"My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' bl lod and righteousness"may not be able to t-oll the day, or even the year when he passed" out
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of death into life," but he is not one whit less the subject of a miracle
of grace and power. He is "a new ereation." For what but the
power of Almighty God Can "deliver" a soul "from the power of
darkness," and," translate him into the kingdom of the Son of His love! "
Who but the Spirit of God can give the new heart, when the mind of
the flesh-the old nature-is "enmity against God"! Who but He
can quicken a dead soul, as Paul writes to the saints, "You hath He
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins."
Now wherever this miracle of regeneration, or the new birth, which
results in real conversion to God, has taken place, a great change will
have resulted. "If any man be in Christ, there is a new creation;
old tbings are passed away; behold, all things are become new."
I will speak, briefly, of this great change under four heads.
1. There will be a great change with regard to the view of sinful
self. Sin is no light thing to the new-born child of God. "No sin
against God can he little" (John Bunyan). The child of God is ready
to say with the Apostle, " In me, that is in my flesh, there dwelleth
no good thing." Conscious not only of acts of transgression of the
law of God, but also of heart sinfulness, he mourns over it with that
" godly sorrow which worketh repentance unto salvation not to be
repented of."
He knows that his sin deserves eternal condemnation, and his one
aim is to be assured that it has been blotted ont, in the mercy of God,
through the substitntionary and propitiatory sacrifice of the death of
Christ. And this assurance he finds in the Word of God, which thus
speaks: "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and,
as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for 1 have redeemed thee"
(Isaiah xliv. 22).
2. There will be a change of view with regard to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Unlike so many, who look upon Jesus Christ as only a great
Teacher, and a great Example, the new creature believes on Him as
his " God and Saviour "-as his Saviour, I say, and not as a helper in
the matter of Salvation, but as the One Whose death upon the cross
redeemed him from all iniquity, and reconciled him to God. Believing
this in his heart, he has the assurance of his Salvation, and realizes
" peace with God." "For by grace have ye been saved, through faith,
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God."
3. There will be a great change with respect to the world. The
world, and the things of the world, can give the man in Christ Jesus
no true pleasure, and if such an one becomes entangled with the pleasures
of the world, he will find them so unsatisfying and vain, that sooner
or later, he will turn away from them, by the grace of God, remembering the Apostolic injunction and warning: "Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that. is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father but is of the world. And the world passeth away and.
the lust thereof" (1 John ii. 15-17).
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Says the Christian Poet;., I thirst. but not as once I did;
The vain delights of earth to share;
Thy wounds, Emmanuel, all forbid
That I should find my pleasure there."

The 1lfinisters of Christ need to speak plainly on this matter, for we
have arrived at the days foretold in the Scriptures when professing
Christians are " Lovers of pleasures, rather than lovers of God."
4. The man in Christ Jesus who is a new oreation, will live a new
life, and produce the fruits of grace and faith in the works of righteousness. "For we are Hi.q workmanship," writes Paul, "oreated in
Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before prepared that we
should walk in them." Being born again, he is no longer "in the
flesh," but" in the spirit," and, "The fruit of t,he spirit is love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance."
In the ways set forth, as well as in other ways, with the man in

Christ Jesus, "Old things have passed away, all things are become
new."

Dear friends, I speak these things, consonant with the Word of God,
and with my own experience, praying that the Holy Spirit may be
pleased to bless His truth to the instruction of some, the comfort of
others, and if His will, to the calling of some " Out of darkness into
His marvellous light," when, "Old things will have passed away, and
behold, all things will have become new."

CHRIST'S SIDE.
" GOD hath called you to Christ's side, and the wind is now in Christ's
face in this land; and seeing ye are with Him, ye cannot expect the
lee-side or the sunny side of the brae."
Thus wrote that saintly man of God, Samuel Rutherford, in the
seventeenth century. He would emphasize it now in this twentieth
century. For if ever there was a time when Christ's name, and
Christ's word, and Christ's salvation, were flouted in so many open
and subtle ways, it is now in this land.
However, the point which was in my mind when reading this extract,
deeply as our hearts suffer when the Beloved is slighted, was the latter
part of the passage. It appealed to me as a comfort to the sorrowing,
perplexed, troubled fellow-readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. "Seeing
ye are on Christ's side, and the wind is now in Christ's face." Dear
believer, you have been called to Christ's side. God hath called you,
and this seemingly adverse wind is because" ye are with Him." This
explains the coldness, the opposition, the pain that Christ's people are
facing here. The consolation is that we are" called to Christ's side."
The explanation of much oppression is because we are at Christ's side.
The giddy, thoughtless, pricking, unbelieving world knows nothing of
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the preciousness of that position. Cluist displays the richness and
sweetness of contact with Himself only to His own. Ah! opposition
is a token of the participation of the believer in that wondrous union
with Christ and in the fellowship of His suffering and loneliness of
spirit. It is a comfort to be in fellowship with Christ, to be manifestly
on His side with Him.
" The wind is now in Christ's face," and it is in ours too, "seeing
we are in Him." Therefore, dear anxious reader, " ye cannot expect
the lee side or the sunny side of the brae." The lee side is the side
of a vessel furthest from the point whence the wind blows. The wind
of the world, aye and of the professing Church too, blows on His facc,
blows against Him. We cannot stand by His side without having the
wind in our faces too. Let it blow if we are with Him and " as He is,
so are we in this world." "The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in
safety by Him, and the Lord shall cover him all the day long." We
cannot expect the lee side of the vessel or the sunny side of the brae,
for He is not there. "If they have persecuted Me, so will they also
persecute you," but" be strong and of good courage: the Lord thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest." "Be of good cheer, it
is I," I Who love thee and Whom thou lovest. They are persecuting
Me in persecuting thee, but I have overcome. "Whatsoever is born
of God overcometh the world, and this is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but
he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God," and that God hath
callcd him to Christ's side, the pierced side that flowed with blood
and water for him.
With the Master Who " was despised and rejectecj of men" here,
he, too, is despised and downtrodden. But Christ shall walk witb
him and hold his hand and keep him from evil. He will walk with
him through the deep valleys, up the difficult hills, and when the
pilgrim journey is ended, He ,viII still walk with him and be with Him
in the glory.
Oh! my dear readers, what marvellous love has been bestowed
upon us to be called to Christ's side. How sweet it is to sit at His feet
and listen to His words, like Mary. It is sweet to minister to Him,
like Martha, sweet to walk and talk with Him like the travellers to
Emmaus, sweet to be the host and to hear the Guest say, " To-day
I must abide at thy house," like Zacchrnus. Sweet to meet Him at
the well and give Him drink as the woman of Samaria. Sweet to eat
and drink with Him at the Passover feast as did the discipies, and
sweet to be with Him in the ship like they were. There were many
sweetnesses in His life on earth that we can recall from His word and
say in the words of the children's hymn, " I wish I ha.d been with Him
then." But sweeter far His love to know, even though we suffer pain
and loss.
"His smile is sweeter and His love more dear;
And onl:y Heaven is better than to walk
With Christ at midnight over moonless seas."
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For only the sinner can gauge, and that in a faint degree, the lovc
of the Saviour, only a wanderer thc bliss of the welcome home, only
the poverty-stricken the riches of grace and glory. They who feel
the need rejoice in the fulness of His bounty. They who are helpless
and weak rejoice in the comfort of the Strong to lean upon, and the
support of the arms of power and love, and the friendless delight in
the" Friend Who loveth at all times."
And so the poor, shrinking, burdened sinner rejoices in the Sin
Bearer, God's wonderful redemption, His remedy for sin, and he
rejoices to know that He gave Himself-Himself for me. Drink in,
dear reader, the sweetness of these words.
Years ago I heard from the pnlpit the account of an old man in
China. When 22 years of age he felt" a great burden," As he looked
round and saw the sun in his strength he thought " Surely, that is
God," and prayed, " 0 sun, remove this burden from me," for two
years. Then he prayed to the moon, and then to the stars, Next
he prayed, "Oh, if there be a Being, a God above the sun, moon, and
stars, remove this burden from me." Thus he was seeking until he
was 70 years of age. But the Lord had not forgotten him, thc
Holy Spirit was drawing him. Then when he was an old man of
70 he heard of a Christian preacher and went to hear him. As tbc
preacher dwelt upon the love of Christ and that He died to remove sin,
the old man, too full to restrain his voice, rose in the meeting and
clapping his hands, he called out, "Thank God, air, that is what I
have been praying for aU my life," Some called out, "He is mad."
" No," he said, " I am not mad. I have borne this burden'all my life'
and prayed for it to be removed, and now God has removed it, and I
can say, Lord, now letteat Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." Here was a sinner needing a
Saviour. He felt his exceeding necd and rejoiced in " the exceeding
love." The majesty of the sun, the beauty of the moon, the brilliancy
of the stars failed to bring relief to his burdened soul, but the Love
that gave Himself conquered, and he went on his way rejoicing. So,
often have I read with joy the most wonderful verse to me in the Bible,
and ever with deepened rejoicing, " Him Who knew no sin, He made
to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of
God in Him." And I have just read again Richard Hooker's clear
and beautiful comment: "Such are we in the sight of God the Father
as is the very Son of God Himself. Let it be counted folly or frenzy
or fury or whatsoever; it is our wisdom and our comfort; we care
for no knowledge in the world, but this, that man hath sinned and God
hath suffered; that God has made Himself the sin of men, and that
men are made the righteousness of God."
Thank God for His unspeakable Gift.
NETTlE.
HAVINO undertaken the cause of His dear people, and becomc
Incarnate, there was no way back to the Father's bosom but through
Gethsemane and Calvary !-J. E. Hazelton.
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TO OPEN THE BLIND EYES.
AMONG the m&ny commandments and encouragements that are written
for those blessed eyes that see, those blessed ears that hear, is that one,
" Seek the Lord and His strength: seek His face evermore." Daniel
needed the Lord's strength, for none of his own remained in him when
the visions of God wasted and exhausted him. David wanted His
strength in the 38th and 39th Psalms,' for his heart panted, he was
weak, and the light of his eyes failed. He seems to be describing some
illness that he had, when he felt that even though he was in the prime
of life (verse 9 of Psa. xxxix.), he was as frail as the frailest, if God
laid His hand on him. It sounds like the prayer of a sick, weary man,
with no help left but in the Lord. "0 spare me that I may recover
strength before I go hence and be no more." How lovely the next
verse is (Psalm xl. 1). If there is such a thing as one verse being more
beautiful than another,. I should think that few contain in fifteen
words so tender and blessed an epitome of all the endearing relations
that exist between God and His people. "I waited patiently for the
Lord, and He inclined unto me and heard my cry." One can almost
feel in the words the great distance that sin has made between heaven
and earth: the mercy and pity, the compassion and condescension
of Him Who for a long while saw, and heard, and loved, and waited to
be gracious. He was " the high and lofty One inhabiting eternity,"
and all power and all might were His. And at the other end, as it
were, there was one, poor and needy and helpless, looking up and
looking still till the Lord could no longer refrain. Then" He inclined
unto me and heard my cry," and with His own strong arm" brought
me up out of the horrible pit and out of the miry clay and set my
feet upon a rock." It needed strength to do that. It needed love
and tenderness to " put a new song into my mouth, even praise unto
my God."
U

His very word of grace is strong

As that which built the skies:
The voice that rolls the stars along
Speaks all the promises."
Watts said so, and he knew.
One of these promises, or perhaps it would be better described as
one of the declarations of God's goodness and kindness, caught the
eye of a child of His who for many years had been direct-ed by the
blessed Spirit unto" the patient waiting for Christ." She taught in a
school, and as the sons of the prophets would have said, " the situ'l.tion
of the city was pleasant, but the water was naught and the ground
barren," i.e., there was no good preaching in the place, no congregation
of saints, no man of God to break the bread of life, to show the things
of the kingdom that himself had received of the Lord, and to teach
by precept and example what the blessed Spirit would have His people
be, and know, and do. And for many a month sbe wondered if she
should leave. Did it not say" Seek first the kingdom" 1 And yet
nothing could have been plainer than her leading there. And so she
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waited on and for the Lord (miserable nearly all the time). And one
day in the holidays when she went into her room, her eye caught a
text on the wall-it had been there for years-one of .those cheap red
ones. It said, " They that wait upon the Lord shall not want any
good thing." And she said to herself (so she t~ld, me), " Why I could
leave W-." That was her last term there. Before the end of the
next the Lord had brought her out with, His Own strong, kind arm,
and planted her in a place where the Lord's Day was the best, and
not so to speak the worst of all the seven. Blessed were her eyes on
that day when she saw the text that had been hanging up for years.
Had the Lord been so long with Philip, and yet he did not know Him,
although he had forsaken all to follow Him? And the eyes of those
who walked with Him to Emmaus were· holden that they did not
know Him. Jesus said to the poor man, "What .wilt thott that I
should do unto thee?" He had but one need: It was that his eyes
should be opened. And what else do His people need now but that
He should give them to see their portion in Him, to see where the
enemy lurks every day and harasses and vexes them, to see that Christ
has bruised his head, that he has no power to hurt, to see to the end
that their victory over him will be complete and final 1 They need
to see that all that Christ did to please the Father and to serve Him
perfectly is counted to them, to see that all that is their own will be
put away for ever, and never brought to remembrance. Now they
see dimly and transiently that there is a fulness of joy to come, while
around them and in them they see proofs of His great love wherewith
He loved them. They see ten thousand of His mercies that He gives
them by the way, though they perish with the using and they look
for His appearing now and often, and for an inheritance that fadeth
not away. "Lord," let us say with the poor man, "that our eyes
may be opened."
FOLLOWER-ON.

EVE

M\1])

THE SERPENT.

SYNOD'S FINDINGS.

IT is cheering to read the following paragraph in the Daily Telegraph
of March 6th last in reference to the Dutch Reformed Church :" Amsterdam, Friday.-The Commission of the Synod of the Dutch
Reformed Church in its report on the aUeged unorthodox utterances
of Dr. J. G. Geelkerken states that the text of the chapters of Genesis
referring to Eve and the Serpent and the Tree, of Knowledge of Good
and Evil is to be interpreted literally. The Commission requires Dr.
Geelkerken to sign an undertaking accepting this conclusion, but it is
considered highly improbable that Dr: GeeTIcerken will agree to this
course. Judgment cannot be pronoUu'ced until Dr. Geelkerken
announces his final decision.
" A deputation from the Synod, consisting of three professors, is
to-day engaged in inkrviewing Dr. Gcelkerken here."-Reuter.
12

·.

170

The Gospel Magazine

A LADY OF QUALITY.
THAT the lady to whom John wrote in his second Epistle was of an
influential and aristocratic position is evident.
She was much looked up to and beloved, not only by her children
but by John himself, and by "all that have known the truth."
She had a large house with room to invite visitors, and amongst
them John was a very welcome guest.
She had a sister living in Ephesus, who also was elect of God, and
also had a large family.
John resided in Ephesus. It may have been that the Elect Lady
went to stay with her sister, and was taken to John's meetings, and
so heard the wonderfnl message of Divine love for the first time.
These two sisters were "elect according to the foreknowledge of
God.'" * They were set apart to receive the good news into their
hcarts. It is a great mark of God's favour when He calls the rich
and influential and reveals to them His redeeming love, for "not
many mighty, not many noble are called."2 But these two ladies
were set apart in God's wisdom to be as " burning and shining lights "3
in th~ places where they lived.
There is no such unity as amongst God's true followers, they are
" All one in Christ Jesus."4 Here is this aged fisherman, writing a
most intimate letter to this aristocratic lady. He knows her well,
he knows her children, and he loves them and they love him.
He is accustomed to visit in the house, and rejoices to know that
some of the children are trnly converted and walking in the Truth.
" Walking" implies progress. These children were growing in grace
and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus. To Christian parents, who
have watched and prayed for the conversion of their children,
there is no such joy as the knowledge that the grace of God has been
experimentally revealed to them, and to see them turn from knowledge
of Him in the head to experience of Him in the heart.
Quite likely the lady was cut off from all Christian fellowship. John
seems so anxious about her spiritual welfare, it gives the impression
she had no one to help her. So he wrote her a letter, just a private
letter, saying he was coming to see her, and he encourages her in the
faith.
THE LETTER.
This lady valued the letter very highly, putting it away carefnlly
each time it was read; and her children took the same care of it after
her. They loved John, and they knew that God loved him, and they
knew it was no everyday thing to get a letter with a message in it
from God Himself.
For it is trnly God's letter. His only letter to a woman, and thanks
to this lady and her family taking such care of it, it is with us to-day.
It has been reprinted into hundreds of languages, and even now,
* To preserve the continuity of reading the references are given at the end:
the numbers refer to these.
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nearly two thoUBand years after it was first written, it is still giving
forth help and comfort, and still breathes a message of warning against
false teaching, because" all Scripture is given by inspiration of God.'"
TRUTH AND LOVE.

,

In the first four verses, "the Truth" is· mentioned four times.
John is writing to a lady who knows and understands the Truth, so
he does not stop to explain, but goes on to write about Love. Love
is a much more difficult thing to understand.
This little group of believers have learnt the truth, they know there
is no truth outside Jesus Christ. There is not a saint who does not
bemoan the coldness of his love; as Dr. Bonar writes, "My love is
ofttimes low." So John takes the trouble to explain-" This is love,
that we walk after His commandment."
No one can make himself love; it must be inborn, spontaneous,
and yet we are co=anded to " love one another. ".
The Christian is not to love indiscriminately. He is specially told
" Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world"; but
to love God's own people.' This is impossible until the Lord Jesus
puts His love into our hearts, which He does when He forgives our
sins. So the first step towards loving Him is to seek His forgiveness.
" Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.'" When the
sinner has been forgiven, then he begins to love, not·only God, but
also His people. Last of all the awakened soul desires to " keep His
commandments" ; "and His commandments are not grievous,"9 "ang
in keeping of them there is great reward."l.
A natural sense of right and wrong in man demands that the ten
co=andments shall be more or less kept.
But what about the commands to those who would live closer to
God?
" Seek ye out of the book of the law."ll
Does the professing Christian" search the Scriptures daily,"" or
ever learn a verse of the Bible by heart? David said, "Thy word
have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee."l3
Then again, " If thou turn thy foot away from the Sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on My holy day, not doing thine own ways, nor
finding thine own pleasure. . . then thou shalt delight thyself in
the Lord."l4 To delight ill a person is to revel in his company, to
love to be with him.
Those who walk in God's commandments will delight in Him and
He in them.
So many seek their own pleasure on Sunday. Sunday newspapel's
are bought even by Christian workers; buses and motors are used,
snapshots taken, secular records are put on the gramophone; all these
things are making the day unholy.
A man who does not buy Sunday newspapers, who will not take
photos, or get into a bus on Sunday, and who also reads the Bible,
that man is at once a marked man, and will be ridiculed and jeered
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at, and shunned. This will not trouble him, because he has something so much better that he can afford to stand alone. :
Some of God's other commands enjoin that" Thou shalt teach
(these words) diligently unto Thy children."l5
" In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct thy paths.""
So we see that John was telling the elect lady not to worry about
her feelings, but that love to God is shown in keeping His co=ands.
The closer the commands are kept, the greatcr the love shown.
JOHN'S WARNING TO THE LADY.

After showing what love is, John then procecds to explain why the
lady and her family should walk in love and keep God's commandments. Because" many deceivers are entered into the world." If
there were many deceivers in John's d"y, what would he think now 1
Professor Major, of Oxford, in a letter to The Times of October 27th,
1922, says, " There are not 10 per cent of the clergy who regard the
early chapters of Genesis as historical."
Many are deceiving their congregations as to the truth of God's
Word.
Doubt is continually being cast on the Divinity of Christ. John
says, that one who does not believe in the Sonship of the ·Lord Jcsus
" is a deceiver and an antichrist." (The word means against Christ.)
Any doctrine or theory which is against Christ's. teaching is antichristian.
There are those who only believe in Christ's humanity: This evil
was rife in John's time. The evils of his day are the same that thc
child of God has had to fight against ever since.
John says in his general Epistle, " Every spirit that confesseth not
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God, and this is that
spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come, and
even now is it already in the world."17
People have always been looking for antichr(st to come, but John
says even now (about A.D. 90) it is already in the world.
He goes on to warn this lady and her family against taking up these
views. "Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we
have wrought" (ma1'[}in, gained).
Many a Christian to-day is assailed with the same t<lmptations:
the non-inspiration of the Bible, Christian Science, Spiritism, Modernism, Anglo-Israelism, and many other fallacies.
John was up against the same evils. There were deceivers and false
teachers, pretending to be ministers of Christ, to value the truth, to
even have a love for souls. The same are with us to-day; they
"handle the Word of God deceitfully,"" they do not believe that the'
Lord Jesus is truly the Son of God.
ABIDE IN THE TRUTH.

John tells the elect lady that those who are led away by false
teaching are not of God. "Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not
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in the doctrine (teaching) of Christ hath not God," reminding one of
the seed which fell into stony ground, and quickly sprang up and
withered away for it had no depth of earth. But" he that abideth
in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son."
The child of God who abides in the truth of God's word, who tests
and tries the spirits," whether they are of God or not, who is not led
away· by·the fashionable religious fancy of the moment, "these have
both the' Father and the Son" dwelling in them.
DANGEROUS VISITORS.

Not only does John warn this influential lady against the teaching
of these preachers, but he tells her not to have them inside her house.
" If there come any unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive him
not into your house." John knew how false teachers are always
attracted to where there is already a community of Christians. They
are rarely heard of teaching the heathen, or the outcast; they would
find no reception. They go to existing Churches and ministries and
are the cause of dissension and separation amongst Christians.
The line of demarcation between the followers of God and those
who hold views contrary to truth is to be very marked.
John tells the lady not only to forbid them entry into her house,
but she is not even to wish" God speed" to those who deny the Father
and the· Son and do not accept His Word in every particle.
In no way is friendliness to be shown towards them, " For he that
biddeth him ' God speed' is partaker of his evil deeds."
Christians to·day do not seem to think it matters with whom they
make friends.
Angle-Catholics, Evangelicals, Romanists, Nonconformists, Greek
Church, and those who profess other views or no views at all, all meet
on the same platform or committee; but the true believer, who accepts
the infallible Word of God, is to stand alone.
The Israelites were forbidden to plough their land in the seventh
year.'· If a man was seen ploughing in the seventh year, it was
forbidden to say' God speed' to him, for it would only encourage him
in his disobedience.
If the Christian shows friendliness towards those whose views are
contrary to the inspired Word of God, then they, too, are partakers
of wrong teaching.
There are many Christians who do not stand out for the truth;
they believe it themselves, but they do not fight for it, and thus allow
others tl> hold erroneous doctrines without remonstrance.
This aged servant of God, knowing the perils in which a true believer
is placed, and particularly one in an exalted position, writes this letter
of warning. He is unable to express a tithe of all that he would like
to say-" Having many things to write unto you, I would not write
with paper and ink, but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to
face that our joy may be full."
And we know that" they that feared the Lord spake often one to
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another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and
that thought upon His name."
. John closes his letter with greetings from the lady's nephews and
rueces.

" The children of thy elect sister greet thee."

Amen.

M. E. S.
The references to the verses quoted from 2 John are not given. Others are:11 Pet. i. 2.
8 John vi. 37.
15 Deut. vi. 6-7.
2 1 Cor. i. 26.
9 1 John v. 3.
III Prey. Hi. 6.
3 John v. 35.
10 Psa. xix. 11.
17} John iv. 3.
18 2 Cor. iv. 2.
4 Gal. iii. 28.
11 Isa. xxxiv. 16.
52 Tim. iii. 16.
12 John v. 39.
19 1 John iv. l.
6 John xill. 34.
13 Psa. cxix. 11.
20 Lev. xxv. 4.
, 1 John ii. 15.
H Isa. lviii. 13-14.
21 Mal. iii. 16.

WILLIE AND THE PRAYER MEETING.
FOT Our Younger Readers.
A BOY, about nine years of age, was told by his father one Monday
evening to go to the prayer-meeting alone, his father having to complete a piece of work in the shop. No sooner had he started than the
temptation seized him to go into the fields and spend the hour in play_
He thought his parents would be never the wiser. Accordingly he
entertained the temptation until past the hour of service; and then,
telling his conscience that it would be unseemly to enter a place of
worship late, he wandered in the fields on the other side of the railway
in search of something more agreeable than obeying his father.
Willie went home about the time the meeting ended, and sat down
to supper. His inward monitor then began to upbraid him most
severely for what he had done. His father came in and sat down at
the table. Now the little mind began to prepare answers to the questions expected in reference to the prayer-meeting; that is, to frame
deliberate untruths. Thus one sin leads to another.
At last the expected query was put: "Well, Wil1ie, who prayed at
the meeting to-night 1" Without any hesitation in his manner,
though with a very troubled breast, Willie replied: "Mr. Barlow,
Samuel Dexter, and Uncle Reuben." This, even though those men
had prayed, was on Willie's part a wilful falsehood.
But no sooner had the last word left Willie's lips than "Uncle
Reuben" came into the room. Now the youthful liar was filled
with apprehension that his sin would be brought to light, and that
he would be subjected to the punishment he deserved. How he sat
and trembled! Though sixty-eight years have rolled away since
that evening, he remembers his troubled feelings, and that it was
with painful difficulty he tried to control the storm that was raging
within, lest it should manifest itself outwardly.
What a labyrinth of shame and pain is entered when the first step
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in the path of wrong-doing is taken! All this terrer would have been
prevented by a proper obedience to his father's request.
Uncle Reuben was asked to bave some supper, and sat down at the
same table with father and mother' and Willie. Everv minute seemed
to be a very long period to one of that company; ana"as Uncle Reuben
'stayed for fully an hour, it will be understood that Willie's terror of
mind was most' intense. Indeed, it was almost more than he could
bear. The shame of having deceived his parents, the loud and severe
upbraidings of his conscience, and the dread of punishment, made the
youthful sinner as miserable as be could possibly be.
At length Uncle Reuben left. Not a word was said about the prayermeeting. The room by this time was quite dark, and Willie went to
bed without saying a word. Yes: and conscience went with him. He
now knows that God meant him to weep very bitterly for a long time
in bed before he went to sleep; and he also believes that he suffered
more on account of his sin than if he had been flogged by his fatber.
It was nearly twenty years afterwards that Willie told his father
what is written here, and obtained his forgiveness. And Willie also
knows that his heavenly Father has forgiven him. He is now a grandfather, but every now and then the agony of that hour recurs to his
memory. It will never be entirely forgotten, nor is it well that it
should be. And Willie is at times inclined to believe that God intended
him to endure his severe punishment unknown at the time by his
father, in order that he might in later days tell hundreds and thousands of children about it. And he quite hopes that thi~ record in
print will be made useful to many boys and girls who will read it.
o how wicked and deceitful is the heart of man! And 0 how merciful and gracious is the heart of God! It was this thought that
prompted the writing of this page.
If the dread of detection by an earthly parent be so terrible, what
will it be to stand before the Great Judge of all, who will search the
sinner through and through 1 This, in effect, is brought to pass in
all the children of God here in their lifetimes; but what will be the case
of those who live and die in sin, when the judgment shall be set, and
the books shall be opened, and tbey shall be righteously judged according to the things written in the books 1 And one of those books
will be the book of conscience: and then where shall the ungodly and
the sinner appear 1
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
Oricklewood.
THE MODERN JERUSALEM.
(From" Immanuel's Witness.")
JERUSALEM as a City covers to-day more ground than it ever did before
in history. Not even in her palmiest days under David and Solomon,
or in Herod's day did the Holy City extend west and south as it does
now. And it continues to grow. Districts are springing up; Garden
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Cities are being plallIied .arid'· their sites covered with houses; well·
planned roads with avennes of stat~ly trees give an air of prosperity
and peace. Those who knew Palestine half a century ago se~ an altogether new Jerusalem.. The. olner part8 within its ancient· walls are
being preserven. There exist." a "Central Town Planning'Commission "
whose duties are to guard and preserve ancient buildings. No 'alterations can be effected Without their sanction. The advantage is obvious:
those who visit the Holy Land now will be able to see the old city with
its narrow streets, picturesque ·houses and native bazaars just as they
must have been centuries ago. Only one change for the better
-will be noticeable everywhere.. The smells have gone and the
refuse in the streets exists no longer. British rule has made the
difference.
Outside the ancient walls the modern city is rising in sharpest contrast to the one the visitor'has just left. Stately houses and beautiful
gardens may be seen everywhere. Public buildings abound, hospitals,
schools, churches, synagogues and mosques; and as though with the
object of destroying the illusion that you may have been carried away
to a city in Italy or Spain, you rub shoulders ,vith a swarthy Bedouin,
or a "Siloam woman carrying her produce on her head and her baby
slung in a hammock on her back. But you are overwhelmed. with the
medley of camels and donkeys, taxicabs and costly motor cars, whose
hooting does not disturb the stately" ship of the desert"; and the
varieties of costumes,"the Babel of tongues-you cannot get away from
the fact, you are not in Europe, you lire in Jerusalem.
And the Jews predoniinate everywhere. The leading shops are
theirs, commerce and· trade are very largely in their bands; tbey drive
most of the taxis, tbey take "their full sbare as labourers; while in art
and intellectual pursuits they are supreme.
Some things we come against give us a great shock A flaring notice
informs us that an Opera will be performed in the Jerusalem Theatre.
There will be Jewish actresses and a Jewish orchestra, and perhaps
it may be an Italian Opera sung' in Hebrew! There are Cinemas in
Jerusalem, the hotels advertise dances-all this in Jerusalem! Rurely,
a profanity, a sacrilege. We want to break forth and sing" 0 pray
for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love Thee."

" THE Scriptures carry their own divine seal, and the more we s'eek
to penetrate to the wonderful inner depths which they contain, the
more deeply is the conviction wrought in us that they are not of man's
origination, but are God-breathed..
" It has always been my aim, therefore, not to dispute or argue
about the Bible, but to show, however inadequately, some' of the
wonderful things which it contains, and to make tbe Word of God of
spiritual profit to the reader."-.Rev. David Baron.
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FAITH AND REPENTANCE-DIVINE GIFTS.
" IF faith and repentance are the gifts of God, then a man's possessing
them results from God's act. If it results from God's act it must
result from His eternal purpose. If they be the results of Hi,S purpose,
they cannot be the conditions upon which that purpose is suspended.
They are affirmed to be the gifts of God in Ephes. ii. 8; Acts v. 31 ;
1 Cor. iv. 7.
"If election is conditioned upon faith and repentance, ·then the
man must produce his own faith and repentance, or help to produce
them. But if human nature can neither produce nor help to' produce
them, it follows either that no man can be elected, or that faith and
repentance cannot be the condition of election."-Dr. A. A. lIodge's
" Outlines of Theology," pp. 219, 220.

THE Gospel co=andeth us to behold, not our own good works,
our own perfection; but God the promiser and Christ the mediator.
Contrariwise, the Pope commandeth us to look, not unto God the
promiser, nor unto Christ our High Bishop, but unto our works and
merits. Here, on the one side, doubting and desperation must needs
follow; but, on the other side, assurance of God's favour and joy of
the Spirit. For we cleave unto God, Who cannot lie. For He saith,
Behold, I deliver My Son to death that, through His Blood, He may
redeem thee from thy sins and from eternal death. In this case I
cannot doubt, unless I will ntterly deny God. And this is the reason
that our doctrine is most sure and certain, because it carrieth us out
of ourselves, that we should not lean to our own strength, our own
conscience, our own feeling, our own person, and our own works;
but to that which is without us, that is to say, the promise and truth
of God, which cannot deceive us.-Lutoo·.
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<!rorref.>ponbenrc.
LETTER FROM THE I,ATE REV. THOMAS BRADBURY,
MINISTER OF GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL,
LONDON.
AN esteemed correspondent recently sent us the following letter which
he received from the late Rev. Thomas Bradbury. Our correspondent
had sent Mr. Bradbury a newspaper cutting, announcing the death
of the Rev. H. Sew ell, who bad been Vicar of Headcorn, Kent, for
many years.
Mr. Bradbury replied as follows :"CLAUDE VILLA, LOVE WALK,
DENMARK HILL, S.E.
March 30th, 1886.
"My DEAR FRIEND,--Thank you very much for the newspaper
cutting you so kindly sent me.
" I enjoyed the reading of it as dear Mr. Sewell· was enshrined in
my spiritual affections long years ago.
"The faithful Mr. West, of Winchester, first mentioned him in a
·letter to me.
" Long years ago I beard him give the finest definition of Suretyship
suffering that ever greeted my ears.
" Such men are rare. But He Who holds the Seven Stars in His right
hand knows when and where each minister of His must reflect His light.
" Wishin,ll you much of His presence and the gilldance of His Spirit.

"I remam,
.

"Yours faithfully,
" THOMAS BRADBURY."

lfn J)lllemotiam.
THE LATE MRS. HATTON, OF MOBBERLEY, CHESHIRE.
AN esteemed correspondent tells us of the recent Home-call, on
February 13th last, of Mrs. Hatton, of Oak House, Mobberley, Cheshire.
She had' been bedridden for some years. Our correspond~nt appears
to have been in the habit of sending her the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
we are informed that" she founo it a great comfort continually." Her
niece writes, " My aunt has spent many happy hours with the Magazines
sent. She sendR her love in fellowship with Christ and a text, 'Hid
with Christ in God.' "
This was written by her niece on February 1st, and on the 13th
Mrs. Hatton passed on to her heavenly Home. It is cheering to know
that the Lord made our Magazine a means of comfort to her.
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G'ur Illoung jfollu:;' lDage..
THREE ANSWERS TO A QUESTION.
ON ·a recent Sunday afternoon I had heen teaching a class of boys
and girls between the ages of eleven and fifteen, and at the close in
response to a question, I got three answers from the lips of one boy.
The last answer specially surprised me. Our lesson had been about
the Bible as a whole, and had been followed with close attention.
We first thought of the fact that the Bible is God's Word, where
alone we can learn what He would have us know. He has revealed
Himself in His Word to the seeking soul.
Our next point seemed to interest them greatly-the fact that the
Bible contains 66 books, written by many different persons of all
classes of society-from kings to peasants-and covering a long period,
yet all in harmony. The boys and girls were able to give me the names
of many of the wricers in the Old and New Testaments, and we noticed
that they all agree, because each writer was under the influence of the
Holy Spirit. They found a text to prove this-2 Peter i. 21. "Holy
men of God Bpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
Next we noticed that the Bible tells us just what we are in the sight
of God, and they gave me Rom. iii. 23-" All have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God." It is no use thinking otherwise of ourselves.
People may not be sinners in the same way as thousands who are in
prisons for crime, or who are known to us as giving way to sins of
drunkenness, or other striking sins, but all our hearts are sinful and
inclined to that which is evil.
Our Ia.~t point was that the Bible alone shows us the way of salvation
through the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ shed for guilty
sinners on the cross of Calvary. All who have been shown their sinfulneBB by the Holy Spirit and have fled for refuge to the only Saviour
have all their sins forgiven, and can say of Him, " The Son of God,.
Who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
The children were then asked, "What should we do with regard to
the Bible, where we learn all these great things?" The boy, to whom
I referred, first said, " Read it." And oh! how important this is! I
hope that each of my young friends regularly reads a portion of God's
Word every day. Read straight through a Gospel or an Epistle, and
read every day in at least two parts of the Bible. There is so much
to learn, so that it is very important to be diligent in reading. The
next answer the boy gave me was-" Think about it." Can you say,
like the Psalmist, " It is my meditation all the day"? If your minel
is occupied with what you read in the Word of God, there will be no
room for sinful thoughts.
The last answer was" Love it." The Psalmist could say, " 0 how
love I Thy law! "
May you all he enabled to carry out all three ways of using God's
Word.
E. A. H.
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UrotHltant laeaton.
1. THE LATE QUEEN VICTORIA AND RITUALISTS.

(From The English Churchman.)
Two more volumes of the Letters of Queen Victoria have just been
published. The period they cover is from 1862 to 1878. Like the first
.series, which was published about nineteen years ago, they deal with
domestic and family matters as well as with public affairs. They have
thus a twofold interest which renders them very valuable. We can
only touch here upon the view which the Queen took of ecclesiastical
questions at that critical time when the Oxford Movement had developed
into the Ritualistic campaign. She abhorred and dreaded tha.t movement, and did not hesitate to express her opinion concerning it and the
danger that it meant to the Church of England. Writing to Dean Stauley
she said: " The Queen thinks a complete Reformation is what we want.
But if that is impossible, the Archbishop should have pow~r given
him by Parliament to stop all these ritualistic practices, dr.essings,
bowings, etc., and above all, all attempts at confession.. The Queen
states all these points very crudely to the Dean, as her mind is greatly
occupied with the state of the Church of England and with the terrible
amount of bigotry and self-sufficiency, of which she had some incredible
instances the other clay. The English Church should bethink itself of
its dangers from Papacy, instead of trying to widen the breach with
all ot.her Protestant Churches and to magnify small difIerencesof form.
The English Church should stretch out its arms to other Protestant
'Churches . . . for the time is coming when something will have to be
done, or the Church will fall." This statement is very clear. Queen
Victoria saw in Ritualism an ally of the Papacy, and therefore an
enemy of the Established Church of this realm. She felt that it ought
to be treated as an enemy and that the Archbishop of Canterbury
ought to be empowered by Parliament to stamp it out. If it were not
eradicated she foresaw that it would be the rnin of the Church of England.
Events have proved that her vision of the peril was only too correct.

2. THE CHURCH TIMES AND EVANGELICALS.
In a recent article by Bishop Knox he quotes the Ch'~rch Times as
saymg :-.
" It· is sheer nonsense that the two parties can be reconciled. Let
us be realists. When the Catholic influence prevails in the Church
there will be no toleration for Modernists, and the extreme Evangelical
will be happier with his Free Church brethren."
Exclusion from the Church of England of the true successors to the
Reformers is evidently the aim of Anglo-Catholics.
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE year 1925-6 closed with 1045 pensioners on the books. During
the year we have lost by death some valued subscribers, and new
subscriptions are urgently needed to maintain the £45 a day which is
required.
The following places have been visited by the Secretary, and collections were kindly taken for the Society's funds: Richmond (Bethlehem),
Lynton Road, Bermondsey, Tottenham, Brentford lmd Norbiton.
Special Meetings will be held on Good Friday at Ebenezer Chapel,.
Richmond Street, Brighton, afternoon and evening. A service has
also been arranged at Warboys for April 13. The Annual Meeting is
fixed for Tuesday, May 7th (afternoon and evening) at Caxton Hall,
Westminster.

,iKehtewf.> anlJ jl,ottcef.> of J50 oft f.>.
THE TRUE, PROPER AND ETERNAL SONSHIP OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.
By the late J. C. PHILPOT, lIi-A. Pp. 93. Price, Cloth Bound 2/-,
Paper Cover, 1/6. (C. J. Farncombe and Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This excellent little volume first appeared in the year 1860, Its
four chapters were first printed in the Gospel Standard, and afterwards
published in book form. Evidently a controversy had arisen in the
Strict Baptist Churches on the great question of Our Lord's eternal
Sonship. There were some who, while not denying His deity, taught
that His Sonship was not eternal. They denied that He' was the true,
proper, and eternal Son of the eternal God. They owned that He was
the Son of God, but only by office, by virtue of the covenant, or by a
pre-existing human soul, or by His complex person. This denial of
a doctrine which had always been the faith of the Church greatly
concerned Mr. Philpot, the author of this little book. As one who
formerly. belonged to the Church of England he was well aware that
the eternal Sonship of Christ was taught in the Ancient Creeds. The
Athanasian Creed declares "that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, is God and Man; God, of the Substance of the Father, begotten
before the wOrlds: and Man, of the Substance of His Mother; born in
the world." The Nicean Creed says, "I believe . . . in onc Lord
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father before
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten,
not made,. Being of one Substance with the Father, By Whom all things
were made."

Article II of the Church of England says, " The Son, which is the
Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very and
eternal God, and of one substance with the Father, took Man's nature
in the Womb of the blessed Virgin, of her substance." Mr. Philpot
would also doubtless be acquainted with the faith of the Scotch Church
as. set forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith.
•
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Chapter ii. 3 of that Confession says, " In the unity of the Godhead
there be three persons, of one substance, power and eternity; God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none,
neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the
Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the
Son."
Mr. Philpot knew that the Reformers held clearly the doctrine of the

eternal Sonship of Christ, and he felt keenly the rejection of that truth
on the part of some in the denomination of Christians which he joined
when he left the Church of England. The result was that he wrote
these four chapters in defence of that great and essential truth, and
afterwards published them in book form.
Mr. Philpot, however, does not rest his defence on documents drawn
up by men whether ancient or more modern. Not that the results of
past controversies are to be ignored. The great truths enshrined in the
ancient creeds were the result of long controversy with false teachers
who appeared from time to time in the professing Church. We need
to hesitate long ere we reject the declarations of the ancient creeds. To
do so would generally be due to a measure of ignorance as to all the
facts.
At the same time, of course, our final court of appeal is the inspired
Scriptures. To these Mr. Philpot takes his readers. With a keen, pene
trating mind he examines the various passages of Scripture which treat
of the Sonship of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and he clearly demonstrates
in our view over and over again, that according to Scripture the Lord
Jesus Christ is the true, proper, and eternal Son of God.
It would seem that some who opposed this doctrine said unkind
things of the author of this book. Possibly, here and there in the
volume, his own judgment in reference to the spiritual state of some
of his opponents was unduly severe, and might well have been left out
of this defence of Christ's eternal Sonship.
There can be no doubt, however, that the danger of departing from
this great and essential truth is very great, and Mr. Philpot rendered
great service to the cause of truth in writing this" noble defence of
the Eternal Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ."
If there be any now who deny this great truth we would recommend
them humbly, and with a desire to be taught of God, to read this
volume. To us it is clear, forcible and unanswerable.
This great subject needs to be faced apart from persons and personalities, and however mysterious it may be to our finite minds we need
to " receive with meekness" all that God has revealed in His inspired
Word.
The publishers have now re-issued this volume, and at their request
a preface has been written by Mr. J. K. Popham, of Brighton.
For ourselves, we think that altogether apart from the controversy
which led to the writing of this book, it would be an excellent thing if
all ministers, missionaries and candidates for the ministry would prayerfully read and ponder its teaching on the Eternal Sonship of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
.

.
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IDOLATRY Up-To-DATE. By A. H. FORBES, M.A., Barrister-at-Law.
Pp. 47. Price 3d., postage Id. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and
4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This is a series of eight articles which is reprinted from The Christian
with emendations and some additions. The pamphlet is very ably
written and is clear, definite and informative. It is a very able
exposure of the errors and evils of Romanism, and though small in
compass it is packed with historical facts and arguments.
The author believes that the Romish system is "the greatest
organization of idolatry in Christendom," but he says, "Romanism
has no monopoly of idolatry," and he proceeds to show how the same
evil has gained a firm foothold in the Church of England. He says,
" There are to-day comparatively few Episcopal Churches in England,
where one will find the old-fashioned Gospel preached."
" The rising generation has grown up under the natural impression
that the Church of England, as she now is, is what has been handed
down from the Reformation in Elizabeth's reign. They are not aware
that her numerous popish ceremonies and societies are innovations of
the last sixty or seventy years."
He also shows that the leaven of Romanism is showing itself in
many Dissenting Chapels. He considers that" intoning, solo-singing
and anthems" are the thin end of the wedge. " The intoning of
prayers seems to be a mockery." He deplores the resort to "solos
and part singing" even in Evangelical places of worship. He concludes
his excellent pamphlet by saying, " Let us be thankful that there is
one 'institution' which does not change-God's Revelation to man.
Every day vindicates the pronouncement that, 'The Word of the
Lord endureth for ever.' "
GRACE: DISPLAYED IN CHRIST; ITs NATURE, ITs ACTIVITIES AND ITs
SUBJECTS. Pp. 32. Price 4d (S.G.U., The Parsonage, 98,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This pamphlet contains the substance of four papers read at the
·S.G.U. Conference, held at Brighton, on July 13th, 1925. The writers
were Pastors J. W. Tobitt, J. Willoughby and the Rev. H. Atherton
and Mr. B. S. Brunning. There is also a foreword by Pastor J. H.
Snow. Mr. Tobitt shows how grace, originally hidden in the purposes
of God, was manifested in time by the Lord Jesus Christ. "Grace
in the Father may be likened to honey in the flower; grace in the
Son to honey in the comb; grace in the heart to honey in the mouth."
Mr. Willoughby writes of grace as free, sovereign, electing, covcnantiug, astonishing, invincible and transforming. Mr. Atherton writes of
the activities of grace as seen in the purposes of the Father, the Person
of the Son and the performances of the Holy Ghost.
Mr. Brunning answers the questions What and Who are the subjects
of grace?

•
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SHALl, WE JOIN THE CHURCH OF ROME! By A DISILLUSIONED
CONVERT. Pp. 63. Price 6d., postage Id. (Protestant Truth
Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
This is the third edition of this ably-written pamphlet. The author
knows the Roman Catholic Church from within. He is " a convert
to Romanism who has retraced his steps to the Protestant Church,
the Church of his fathers." He says that" in leaving the Romish
Church, with its sacerdotalism, its Mary worship, and its anti-social
intolerance, I felt that I was going from darkness to light, from slavery
to liberty. I felt that a great burden had been lifted from my shoulders
and that a veil had been withdrawn from before my eyes."
The pamphlet is divided into twelve sections, and the author shows
clearly the true character of Romanism on such subjects as Transsubstantiation and the Mass, Purgatory and Prayers for the dead,
1ilariolatry, Confession, the Bible, and Toleration.
In comparatively small compass the author brings before his readers
some of the leading errors of the Church of Rome. Having had his
own eyes opened, the author's Dissuasive against joining the Church
of Rome as given in these pages ought to be effectual in preventing
any professed Protestant from casting in his lot with a Church so
steeped in error as is the Church of Rome.
THE SHINING LIFE. By W. ARNOLD BENNET, B.D. Pp. 32. Price
I !d., postage !d. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's
Churchyard, London, E.CA.)
The teaching of this booklet may be gathered from its first page.
The writer says that the shining life " is sometimes called' The Overcoming Life,' which is just what our dear Heaveuly Father expects of
all of us. Not a daily sinning and a daily confession, only to be repeated
throughota the years! (Italics ours.) Why not a life that shines for
God!" We believe that the words we have italicized are utterly
unscriptural and most dangerous. It is certaiuly contrary to the
teaching of our English Reformers who suggest that Christian members
of the Church of England have daily need to make a general confession
of their sins to God.
Moreover, it is in our view contrary to the teaching of our Lord
Who taught His disciples to pray, "Give us this day our}aily bread,
and forgive us oltr trespasses."
No sin should be encouraged in the life of the believer, but if he says
at the end of the day that he has no sin, he deceives himself and the
truth is not in him. We do well to confess our sins to God every day.
\

JOHN xii. 28. "What shall I say!" This proves the intensity of
His sorrow, "What shall I say!" Face to face with those awful
sufferings! "Father, glorify Thy Name." This was His great desire.
Is it ours !-J. E. HazeUon.

