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THE VOICE OF JESUS.
" JESUS, when He had oried again with a loud voice, yielded up the
ghost."-MATTHEW xxvii. 50.
TWICE over in this chapter mention is made of the voice of JESUS.
In the forty-sixth verse we read, "About the ninth hour JESUS
cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?
that is to say, My GOD, My GOD, why hast Thou forsaken Me ? "
Then in the fiftieth verse He " cried again with a loud voice" and
"yielded up the ghost." What He said on this second occasion
Matthew does not tell us. By comparing Matthew's account with
John's, however, it is most probable that what He said on this
second occasion were the triumphant words, "It is finished."
Then, probably He said, "FATHER, into Thy hands I commend My
spirit," and having said these words "He gave up the ghost."
(Compare Matthew xxvii. 50 with John xix. 30 and Luke xxiii. 46.)
Now the voice of JESUS is frequently mentioned in the New
Testament in counection with some of the great truths of the
Gospel, and we propose to ask the atteniion of those of the LORD'S
family who read this Family Portion, to some of the chief instances
in which mention is made of the LORD'S voice.
1. Fi?'st, notice that the voice of JESUS is the voice of the PROPHET
of His people.
He is the PROPHET of Whose coming Moses foretold. JEHOVAH
said, " I will raise them up a PROPHET from among their brethren
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and will put My words in His mouth; and He shall speak
unto them all that I command them."
As the PROPHET of His people He spake His FATHER'S words
unto them. All His utterances were the utterances of His FATHER'S
mind and will. He did not speak of Himself, but He spake what
His FATHER gave Him to speak for the benefit of His people.
Hence of Him it is written, "He Whom GOD hath sent speaketh the
words of GOD" (John in. 34). All therefore that He spake during
His earthly ministry was the truth. He was full of truth. He
claimed to speak nothing but the truth. He said, "To this end
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should
bear witness unto the truth. Everyone that is of the truth heareth
.My voice" (John xviii. 37).
If we are under the influence of the spirit of truth we shall hear
His voice, the voice of our DIVINE PROPHET. We shall believe all
His testimony both to the inerrancy and reliability and inspiration
()f Scripture, and His testimony to all the great truths about sin,
redemption, regeneration and coming glory. We shall, like Mary,
sit at His feet and hear His voice communicating the truth of
GOD to our hearts.
2. Secondly, notice that the voice of JESUS is the voice of the atoning
PRIEST of His people.
,¥hen with a loud voice He cried on the Cross, "My GOD, My
GOD, why hast Thou forsaken Me ?" He was telling us that our
sins, imputed to Him Who did no sin, had hidden His FATHER'S
face from Him, that for the time being He no longer enjoyed the
felt sense of His FATHER'S presence. As the SIN-BEARER and
SUBSTITUTE of His people He was drinking the cup of penal suffering
jn their stead. He was passing through mysterious darkness and
sgony of soul that He might redeem His people from the merited
curse· of a broken law.
Then, when He had fully obeyed on their behalf, and fully
exhausted the just penalty which their sins deserved, He cried
sgain with a loud and triumphant voice and said, " It is finished."
The sins of His people were perfectly atoned for. The full penalty
which they deserved had been fully endured, and by His "One
offering. He had. perfected. for ever them that are sanctified"
(Heb. x. 14). His believjng people can now say-
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"Complete atonement Theu hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed:
Nor can His wrath on me take place,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness
And sprinkled with Thy blood."
3. Thirdly, the voice of JESUS is the voice of the SHEPHERD of His
people.
Having laid down His life for them, He intends to seek and to
save them. Hence He says, " Other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice;
and there shall be one fold (flock), and one SHEPHERD." The
eternal salvation of the sheep, given to Him by the FATHER, is sure
and certain. Wherever they are, He will find them and bring them.
They shall not only hear the voice of some missionary or minister.
T.hey shall hear His voice. He will speak to them in the inner
recesses of their hearts. He will speak by His SPIRIT the life-giving
and regenerating word. As with a loud voice He said, " Lazarus,
come forth," "and he that was dead came forth," so His sheep,
dead in trespasses and sins, shall be quickened and regenerated,
and brought to the conscious enjoyment of their SHEPHERD'S
redeeming grace. "My sheep," He says, "hear My voice, and I
know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of My hand." (See John x. 3-5, 16, 27, 28; xi. 43.)
A notable instance of the quickening and regenerating power of
His voice is the case of Saul of Tarsus, who before was a persecutor,
a blasphemer and injurious. In great mercy, however, the LORD
struck him down, and caused him to hear His voice. In the
Hebrew tongue, JESUS of Nazareth spake to him from heaven.,
called him by his name and saved him. Ananias was able to say
to him, "The GOD of our fathers hath chosen thee, t,hat thou
shouldest know His will, and see that JUST ONE, and sho-uldest
hear the voice of His 'lnQ'Uth" (Acts xxii. 7, 8, 14; xxvi. 14). Oh,
what encouragement his case gives to poor penitent sinners! In
him first the LORD JESUS, the great SHEPHERD of the sheep, showed
forth alllongsuffering, "for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on Him to life everlasting" (1 Tim. i. 16).
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4. Lastly, the voice ot JESUS is the voice of the coming KL.'IG of
His people.
He Whose voice brought the good tidings of salvation to His
people, "Whose voice announced triumphantly the completion of
His redeeming work, and Whose quickening and regenerating voice
has been heard by millions of His people in all parts of the earth,
is returning to receive His people unto Himself. He will descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and the
trump of GOD, and the dead in CHRIST" shall hear the voice ot the
SON OF GOD," ·and they that hear shall live. They will be raised
in glory and in power. They will be raised with incorruptible
bodies. Then, living believers, having been changed, they will all
be caught up to meet the LORD, and to be for ever with Him.
Then they will hear His voice saying, "Come, ye blessed of My
FATHER, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world." (See 1 Thess. iv. 16; John v. 25; Matt. xxv. 34.)
The bride will then continually hear the voice of her BELOVED,
and the marriage of the LAMB with the bride ,vill be fully consummated. May we, who through infinite grace and mercy are
numbered amongst His people, be enabled daily to listen to His
'voice. "To-day, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts"
{Heb. iii. 7, 8).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghtrm).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

JUSTIFYING THE UNGODLY.
" IT is to be remarked, that Paul speaks of God as justifying the
ungodly. Of course they are regarded and treated as righteous, not
on the ground of their personal character; and it is further apparent
that justification does not consist in making one inherently just or
holy; for it is as ungodly that those who believe are freely justified
for Christ's sake. It never was the doctrine of the Reformation, or
of the Lutheran and Calvinistic divines, that the imputation of
righteousness affected the moral character of those concerned. It is
true, whom God justifies He also sanctifies; but justification is not
sanctification, and the imputation of righteousness is not the infusion
of righteousness."-Dr.· O. Hodge, on Rom. iv. 5.
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.
I. PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.

" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."-REv. xiv. 13.
ALTHOUGH the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been edited in the past by
members of the Church of England, it is not a strictly Church of
England magazine. It" was established in the year 1766 for the
maintenance of the distinctive doctrines of the Gospel of the grace
of God as revealed in the Holy Scriptures, and for the furtherance
of the principles of the Protestant Reformation."
Its object is, "to expound, propagate, defend and disseminate
those revealed Scripture Truths which are theologically and popularly known as ' The Doctrines of Grace,' as opposed to the doctrines
and principles of the Church of Rome, of Anglican Sacerdotalism,
Rationalism, Arianism, Unitarianism or Socinianism, Pelagianism,
and Arminianism, and while maintaining in the said MAGAZINE
the said doctrines of grace, to emphasize therein the experimental
and practical effects and fruit of a living Spirit-wrought faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ." (Vide Trust Deed.) The MAGAZINE
therefore appeals to all who value the great "Doctrines of
grace," and the principles of the Protestant Reformation. There
can be no doubt that at the present moment there is a determined
effort to undo the work of the Protestant Reformation. If the
present proposals for the revision of the Prayer Book are legalized,
prayers for the dead would be permissible in the Church of
England, and to that extent at least the Church of England
would have turned her back upon the position taken up by the
great Reformers of the sixteenth century.
The practice of prayers for the dead is a practice which concerns
all who value Bible truth to whatever denomination they belong.
\Ve make no apology, therefore, for drawing the attention of our
readers to this subject. The so-called Anglo-Catholics, othenvise
called Puseyites, Ritualists, and Sacerdotalists, have for a great
number of years encouraged the practice of prayers and even
]fasses for the dead.
During 'the South African War Archbishop Temple drew up a
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"Form of Intercession to .Alnllghty God for our military forces."
This form contained alternative forms of prayer, in one of which
was a prayer for" all those who have fallen in the true faith of Thy
Holy Name." This we believe was the first time since the Reformation when such a prayer was issued" by authority" of the Privy
Council. Many very strong protests against this action were sent
in to the Archbishop, but all with no avail. In his article on
Prayers for the Dead in the Protestant Didionary, the late Dr.
C. H. H. Wright; says, "No Archbishop, Bishop, or Privy Council
has any right to add to, or take away from, any doctrine taught in
the Book of Common Prayer without the consent of the nation in
Parliament assembled, and hence all such prayers must be regarded
as unlawful." During the Great War further prayers for the fallen
were put forth" by authority," with the result that the practice
of prayers for the dead has become more and more common. The
proposals for the revision of the Prayer Book would allow such
prayers to be used at many of the public services of the Church
of England. We think it well, therefore, to warn our readers of
the unscriptural and evil character of this practice.
1. First, we would point out th.at prayers t01' the dead have n{;
warrant in Scripture. The Word of God is our only infallible rule
of faith and practice. "To the law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them" (Isa. viii. 20).
The inspired Scriptures are " profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works"
(2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). The Scriptures are wholly sufficient for our
needs in regard to doctrine and practice. "Whatsoever is not read
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any
man, that it should be believed as an article of faith, or be thought
requisite or necessary to salvation" (Article VI). What saith the
Scripture as to prayers for the dead? No reference to the subject
whatever is found in them. No injunction to offer such prayers
occurs from Genesis to Revelation. Our Lord gives much teaching
on the subject of prayer, but He never enjoined prayer for the
dead. The Lord's prayer has reference only to living believers.
Prayers are enjoined by Him in reference to daily bread, daily
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forgiveness, and daily temptations, but no injunction to pray for
the dead occurs in the Lord's Prayer.
Our Lord teaches His people to pray for their enemies, to pray
always, to pray believingly, but He never enjoins that they should
pray for the departed. He refers to the state of the departed in
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, but He does not enjoin
prayer for their souls. Their state is fixed. A great gulf lies
between the godly and the ungodly in the other world, and it is,
impossible for the ungodly who are "tormented" to pass to the
godly who are" comforted" (Lul{e xvi. 19-31). On the night of
our Lord's betrayal He prayed for His living disciples and for those
who should believe on Him through their word, bnt He refrained
from praying for the departed.
Injunctions about prayer are given in the Epistles, and apostolicprayers occur in them, but no prayers for the dead are enjoined'
or recorded. When Stephen was stoned to death, devout men
buried him and made great lamentation over him, but no prayer
for him is recorded (Acts viii. 2).
When J ames the brother of John was killed with the sword, and'
Peter was imprisoned, prayer was made without ceasing for Peter's.
deliverance, but no prayer was offered for the martyred J ames
(Acts xii. 5).
When Paul sought to comfort the Thessalonian saints in reference
to those who had fallen asleep, he did so by telling them of the
Lord's coming when the dead in Christ should rise first. He gave
no direction to them to pray for the dead saints, or to offer masses
for the repose of their souls.
The suggestion that Onesiphorus was dead "hen Paul prayed
that he might find mercy of the Lord in that day is wholly devoid
of proof (see 2 Tim. i. 16-18).
Plainly then prayers for the dead are unwarranted by Scripture.
2. Secondly, we would point out that prayers for the dead have no
WO/I'rant in the Prayer Book. The present Prayer Book contains no
prayer for the dead in any of its services.
In the Prayer Book of 1549 prayers for the dead occur in the
Communion Service and in the Burial Service, but they were struck
out in 1552, and never again inserted.
The Report of the Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline
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1Says, " The Prayer Book in its final form excluded from the public
services all explicit prayers for the departed" (chap. vi. p. 45).
In the 1549 Prayer Book the words at the head of one of the prayers
in the Communion Service were, "Let us pray for the whole state
of Christ's Church." In 1552, the words" militant here in earth"
were added, clearly indicating that the prayer was to be restricted
to the Church militant here on earth, and had no reference to the
Church triumphant in heaven (see Proctor on Prayer Book, 14th
Edition, p. 351, note 4).
The House of Clergy, however, in its Amendments in the Revised
Prayer Book Measure, 1923, have deliberately struck out the
words" militant here in earth" and incorporated a prayer for the
dead (C. A. 158, pp. 72 and 73). The Bishops have done the same.
Many other prayers for the dead occur in the proposed Revised
Prayer Book. These proposals are set out in the pamphlets put
forth by the Church or National Assembly, N. A. 84 and C. A. 158.
See also the New Prayer Book issued by the Bishops.
3. Thirdly, we would point out that prayers for the dead are
expressly condemned by the Homilies of the Church of England.
These Homilies are declared in Article XXXV to " contain a godly
and wholesome doctrine, and necessary for these times." What
do these Homilies say of prayers for the dead 1 We turn to the
"Homily Concerning Prayer" and we read, "Now to entreat of
that question, whether we ought to pray for them that are departed
out of this world, or no. Wherein if we will cleave only unto the
Word of God, then must we needs grant, that we have no commandment so to do. For the Scripture doth acknowledge but two
places after this life, the one proper to the elect and blessed of God,
the other to the reprobate and damned souls; as well may be
gathered by the parable of Lazarus and the rich man. . . .
". . . Let these and such other places be sufficient to take away
the gross error of purgatory out of our heads; neither let us dream
any more that the souls of the dead are anything at all holpen by
our prayers: but, as the Scripture teacheth us, let us think that
the soul of man, passing out of the body, goeth straightways either
to heaven or else to hell, whereof the one needeth no prayer, and
the other is without redemption. . . .
"Let us not therefore dream either of purgatory, or of prayer for
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the souls of them that be dead; but let us earnestly and diligently
pray for them which are expressly commanded in holy Scripture,
namely, for kings and rulers, for ministers of God's holy word and
sacraments, for the saints of this world, otherwise called the faithful,
to be short, for all men living, be they never so great enemies to
God and His people."
4. Fourthly, we would point out that prayers tor the dead often
imply a denial ot the Scripture dOdrine ot the perted sanctification
and justification ot the believer.
. Scripture teaches that all believers are perfectly washed, sanctified and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit
of our God (see 1 Cor. vi. 11).
They are wholly washed, cleansed and forgiven through the
blood of the Lamb. All their sins were laid on Him and He put
them away, and God says, "Their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more" (Heb. vino 12). They are perfectly set apart
from the world, or sanctified by the regenerating and indwelling
operations and presence of the Holy Ghost. They are eternally
justified or accounted righteous before God, because the righteousness of Christ or His obedience unto death is imputed unto them.
Prayers for dead believers often imply a denial of these truths.
The late Archbishop Temple in his primary charge delivered in
October, 1898, said, "We see men die who seem to be forgiven,
but nevertheless are so full of imperfections that we can hardly
believe them as yet fit for heaven. They are not sanctified. They
have not that holiness without which no man can see the Lord.
We have no right to invent accounts of the way in which they
may be purified. . ..
"In our private prayers there is nothing in the Church of England
teaching to forbid our prayers for those whom we love and who
are gone before us [We think there is in the quotations we have
given from the Homilies.-ED.], but in our public worship there is
need of that kind of reverence which restrains the language and
which perpetually acknowledges our own ignorance-our ignorance
both as to what is happening in the world of spirits, and our ignorance of how God will bring to a completion the work which He
·has begun in Christian souls."
Evidently the Archbishop thought that Christians who die go
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through some purifying process to make them "fit for heaven,"
and that therefore we may rightly offer prayer for them in OUI'"
private devotions. We say that Scripture teaches that all belie;vers
are already meet for heaven, as the Apostle teaches when he says,
" Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us rneet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light" (Col. i. 12).
Their meetness, however, does not consist in anything of theirs.
They are meet for heaven because they have been regenerated by
the Spirit, justified by faith in Christ's merits, and eternally and
completely forgiven through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
At death their old nature drops off from them, and being numbered
among" the spirits of just men made perfect," they depart to be
with Christ, and no longer need either purification or our prayers.
By the one offering of Christ His people are" perfected for ever."
Their sins are perfectly forgiven. Being in Christ there is no
condemnation for them. His blood has purged and cleansed them
from all sin. No one can effectually lay anything to their charge.
seeing that God Himself has justified them. No one can condemn
them, seeing that Christ has died for them (see Heb. x. 14;
Rom. viii. 1, 33, 34; Ephes. i. 7).
Thus departed believers have no need of our prayers. To pray
for them is wholly unnecessary. We may thank God for their
blessedness, but not pray for any blessing to be vouchsafed to them,
seeing that they abound with blessings bestowed on them through
the infinite grace of their God.
5. Lastly, payers for the dead are often associated with the doet-rine
of purgarory.
The creed of Pope Pius IV says, "I constantly hold that there
is a purgatory, and that the souls therein detained are helped by the
sufJmges of the faithful." Again," I profess likewise, that in the
Mass there is offered to God a true, proper and propitiatory sacrifice
for the living and the dead" (Articles V and VI of the Creed of
Pius IV).
The Catechism of the Council of Trent says, "Besides, there is
a purgatorial fire, tormented in which, the souls of the pious make
expiation for a certain period, that an entrance may be opened
for them into that eternal country where nothing that defileth can
enter."

•

•

•

.

I

•

The Gospel Magazine

149

"The grounds of Catholic doctrine" says in answer to the
question, "What do you mean by purgatory?" "A middle state
'Of souls, who depart this life in God's grace, yet not without some
lesser stains or guilt or punishment, which retard them from entering
heaven. But as to the particular place where these souls suffer,
or the quality of the torments which they suffer, the Church has
-decided nothing" (Blakeney's Manual of the Romish Controversy,
pp. 158, 159). These quotations show that the Church of Rome
believes there is a purgatorial fire in which the souls of the pious
.are tormented and make expiation for their sins for a certain period,
.and that only subsequently do they enter heaven. Such persons,
the Church of Rome teaches, are helped by the prayers of the
faithful.
This doctrine denies the complete efficacy of Christ's atoning
.sacrifice, and deprives God's people of the comfortable assurances
-of God's word which tell of the blessedness of the dead which die
in the Lord.
The thief on the cross went straight to paradise or heaven
(Luke xxiii. 43). The Apostle Paul teaches that "to be absent
from the body" is "to be present with the Lord," that "to die
is gain," that when the believer departs he goes to be " with Christ,"
Who is in heaven, not in purgatory, and that the whole family of
God consists of two companies-one company being in heaven and
-the other company being on earth (see 2 Cor. v. 8; Phi!. i. 21,
23; Ephes. iii. 15).
Now this miserable and unscriptural doctrine of purgatory is
being taught in the Church of England. The late Mr. Waiter
Walsh says, " Probably the majority of my readers will be surprised
-to learn that there e:l..'ists a Purgatorial Society nominally within
the Church of England. . . . This Society bears the title of ' The
Guild of All Souls,' and was founded in the year 1873, for the
.special purpose of propagating within the Church of England a
belief in Purgatory; and as a result of this, the offering of Prayers
for the Dead, and of Masses to get them out of purgatorial flames.
. . . The Gnild issues a quarterly Intercession Paper, which is a
strictly secret document. It always contains a list of churches in
which Masses for the Dead are said every month, together with
-the names of deceased persons for whom prayer is asked" (Se()ret-
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HifJtory of the Oxford Movement, pp. 227 and 228). In the Marllual
of the Guild of All Souls several Litanies for the Faithful Departed
are printed. Amongst the petitions offered on behalf of the dead
are, "From the shades of death, where they sit desiring the light
of Thy Countenance, good Lord, deliver them." "From the pains,
which are the just penalty of their sins, good Lord, deliver them"
(Walsh's Secret History, p. 229).
Other petitions occur in the Priest's Prayer Book, p. 188, fourth
edition. They are as follows, "From cruel flames, good Lord,
deliver them. From intolerable cold, good Lord, deliver them"
(quoted in Walsh's Secret History, p. 397).
In the Report of the Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Discipline
issued in 1906 we read in reference to the Guild of All Souls, on
p. 48, as follows: "It would appear that some of the prayers issued
by the Guild are entirely unsuitable, unless it is intended to bring
back Masses for the Dead in the Roman sense. For example, the
prayer used at the Anniversary Service of the Guild at St. Albans,
Holborn,. in 1903, which contains the words: 'Deliver the souls
of all the faithful departed from the pains of hell and from the
bottomless pit; deliver them from the lion's mouth, that hell
swallow them not up, that they fall not into the thick darh-ness,'
is not only taken from the Roman Mass for the Dead, but is cited
by Mr. Scudamore as typical of the Roman view that' the souls
for whom prayer is made are in great suffering-that is, in Purgatory' " (Report, p. 48). "These services and prayers," says the
Report, "are, in our opinion, significant of teaching which is
entirely inconsistent with the teaching of the Church of England"
(Report, p. 48).
In harmony with this opinion of the Royal Commissioners is the
declaration of the 31st Article of the Church of England, which
says, " Wherefore the sacrifices of Masses, in which it was commonly
said, that the priest did offer Christ for the quick and the dead,
to have remission of pain or guilt, were blasphemous fables, and
dangerous deceits."
Yet in the year 1911, according to the Church Times, nearly 2000
clergymen, who had subscribed to this article, were members of the
Guild of All Souls (see Church Association Almanac for 1927, p. 5).
And the Bishops have now inserted All Souls' Day in the Calendar.
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The late Queen Alexandra died on Nov. 19th, 1925. On the 24th
of that month a Privy Council meeting was held at the palace of
Westminster. At that meeting the Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Lord President, Secretary Sir W. Joynson-Hicks, and Sir John
Gilmour were present. They issued the following document in which
they say, "It is, thereupon, this day ordered in Council, that in
the Morning and Evening prayers, in the Litany, and in all other
parts of the Public Service, as well in the Occasional Offices as in
the Book of Common Prayer, where the Royal Family is appointed
to be particularly prayed for, the words' Alexandra the Queen
Mother' be omitted.
" And it is further ordered that no edition of the Common PrayeJ!
be from henceforth printed but with this amendment; and that
in the meantime, and until copies of such edition may be had, all
Parsons, Vicars, and Curates within this Realm do (for the preventing of mistakes), with the pen, correct and amend all such Prayers
in their Church Books, according to the foregoing direction: and
for the better notice hereof, that this Order be forthwith printed
and published, and sent to the several parishes; and that the Right
Reverend the Bishops do take care that obedience be paid to the
same accordingly.
"M. P. A. lIANKEY."
This document clearly shows that the moment a member of the
Royal Family dies who is particularly mentioned in the prayers of
the Prayer Book, it is no longer legal or allowable to pray for such
member. Nor is it any longer legal to issue an edition of the
Common Prayer with the name of the deceased member contained
in its prayers. Moreover, until a new edition so amended is printed,
and to prevent mistakes, all the clergy are instructed at once to
correct with the pen all such prayers containing the name of the
deceased member.
Clearly prayers for the dead are illegal in the Church of England.
May the day never come when such a practice, rejected by our
maJ'tyred reformers, shall be legalized in the Prayer Book of " the
Protestant Reformed Religion Established by Law."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

152

The Gospel Magazine

':@ilgrim lj)apetl3.
WELLSPRINGS.
... And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came
to a land inhabited,. they did eat manna, until they came unto the
border's of the land of Oanaan."-ExoDus xvi. 35.
'THE song of deliverance had scarcely died away, and Israel's emancipation from Egyptian bondage been realized, when instead of praise
and gratitude continually welling up to their gracious God and
Deliverer, we read that" the whole congregation of the children of
Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness." In
Numbers xi. we read how they " complained," .. cried," "lusted,"
" wept," and" rebelled," and adding sin to sin they questioned God's
ability to sustain them! "Can God furnish a table in the wilderness ? " (Ps. lxxviii. 28). Sustained they had been, and led safely
through the Red Sea and compassionately cared for" like as a Father
pitieth His children," ere they commenced their wilderness march and
wanderings. Yet within a month, they are wishing themselves back
in Egypt! remembering" the fish, which they did eat in Egypt freely;
,the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks and the onions and the
garlick." Oh, how like are we to sinful, erring Israel of old! We
remember the pleasures, but forget the bondage. We hark back and
think it was better with us then than now, and our discontent and
ingratitude prevent us enjoying our present mercies.
Now how does the Lord deal with His people? Does He put them
away in anger? Does He cast them off as they I'ichly deserve?
Nay, blessed be His name; He is of one mind and none can turn
Him, He delighteth in mercy. He has never yet, nor never will" cast
away His people." And so we read, .. But He, being full of compassion,
forgave their iniqnity and destroyed them not; yea, many a time
turned He His anger away, and did not stir up all His wrath" (Ps.
lxxviii. 38). And He gloriously passes over the transgressions of His
people, and remembereth not their sins, and He declares unto Moses,
.. Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people
.shall go out and gather a certain rate every day that I may prove
·them, whether they will walk in My law or no." Bread from heaven!
.and /:tread or corn of heaven! (Ps. Ixxviii. 24, and cv. 40). .. Man
did eat angels' food" (Ps. Ixxviii. 25). "Thou gavest them Thy
manna," rehearsed Nehemiah (ix. 20). "He fed thee with manna
which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know" (Deut. viii. 3).
And they" did all eat the same spiritual11leat,. and did all drink the
.same spiritual drink, for they drank of that spiritual Rock that
followed them and that Rock was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 3, 4). And
thus by this mysterious food were the whole congregation fed and
sustained those forty years in the wilderness. They called it manna,
signifying what is it? Does not this speak to our hearts, beloved ?
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Are we not spiritually fed, sustained, preserved, upheld and brought
on our wilderness journey? Vife are a wonder unto those about us.
They may well inquire, What is it? What is the secret of the wonderful:
peace, the calmness of which the world knows nothing, and that
"something secret" which sweetens our otherwise bitter cup?
Ah! "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him," and like
their Master, they have "meat to eat the world knows not of."
" Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God." And of this spiritual, heavenly bread,
like the prophet Jeremiah, all God's children can say, "Thy words
were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of mine heart, for I am called by Thy name, 0 Lord
God of Hosts" (Jer. xv. 16). Thus we have before us, in the subject
of the mannr., a lovely and lively type of Christ the Living Word,
and of which He Himself so graciously spake in John vi. to the
carping, unbelieving people. They asked for a sign from Him as to
His Person and work. They said, "Our fathers did eat manna in
the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.
Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses
gave you not that bread from heaven; but My Father giveth you the
true bread from heaven." "I am the Bread of Life," "The Bread
which cometh do\Vll from heaven," " I am the Living Bread." Ah!
and how truly was that" Bread of Life" expressive of the great atouing
work which He had undertaken and of which He declared, "Except
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but
if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit" (John xii. 24). Oh! the
unutterable love of Christ! He gave His life a ransom for many!
He would not be alone in glory! "He chose them for His love and
loved them for His choice," as one has said. There was none other
way. There was none other who could redeem His people, and so
this precious Corn of Heaven came; was" bruised for our offences"
(Isa. liii. 5), endured the fiery wrath of Divine justice in the stead
of tne sinner; went through the baptism of fire, and by His o\Vll
sacrifice for sin, condemned it; and as the corn is cut down and
threshed, so this precious Corn from heaven was cut dO\Yll and" cut
off," "that through death He might destroy him that had the power
{)f death, that is the devil" (Heb. ii. 14).
But to return to the subject of the manna in the wilderness. We
find a very full description of it given in Numbers xi. "And the
manna was as coriander seed," possibly referring to its size as small
and its form as round, and not its colour; for whilst the coriander
seed is black or very dark the manna was white, betokening its purity.
In colour it was like bdellium, that is, like to pearl; small, indicative
{)f insignificant worth to the world's reckoning! Round, as expressing its perfection; and "like in taste to fresh oil" and "honey"
setting forth the anointing and sweetness to be found in Christ, the
Living Manna. Oh! the perfection set forth in this "small round
thing, as small as the hoar-frost on the ground." And thus the Lord
Il
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rained bread from heaven and timed its falling, whereby we learn
another lesson, and see how all God's mercies are timed. He is never
before His time with a single mercy; and He is likewise never a
moment behind His time in supplying His children's need, and answering their request! The manna was to fall after the evening dew.
" And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell
upon it." You will notice thereby, dear reader, that the manna·
never fell apart from the dew, teaching us in this beautiful type how
without the Holy Spirit we cannot find Christ; and without the light
of the Holy Spirit, the precious Word sheds no illumination, nor can
it afford any blessing. No food, no light, apart from the dew of the
Holy Spirit of Whom Jesus, the Incarnate Word, declared, "When He,
the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth." " He
shall testify of 1\'[e."
Thus, as some writer has said, " Christ and the Spirit were given t<>
Israel in the wilderness, not to take them out of trouble, but to sustain
them in it, and to impart joy and strength by the way."
And then again we read how none of the manna fell upon the
Sabbath Day. This was Divinely ordered and a gracious provision was
made for Israel's supply of food. "Six days shall ye gather it; but
on the seventh day which is the Sabbath, in it there shall be none."
Oh! how righteously jealous the Lord is of His holy day! And
what must He see in this once favoured land of ours, now so defiantly
given up to desecrating and profaning His holy day 1 Jehovah has
set it apart as His feast day and His people's rest day! And His
co=and still stands: "Thou shalt remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy." 1\'[ay you and I, dear readers, ever find it the sweet,
sacred day of rest and worship which it has been from our earliest
childhood!
Some of this great congregation of Israel attempted to act contrary
to the Divine co=and, and whereas they essayed to keep some of
it until the morning, which Moses distinctly said they were not to
do, "it bred worms and stank." Yet such was the perfection of
Jehovah's arrangement, that that quantity which was to be gathered
and laid up on the sixth day for the Sabbath, " did not stink, neither
was there any worm therein." And if (as indeed some did) any of
the congregation went out to gather on the seventh day they found
none-according to the Word of their God.
There is a beautiful expression which the writer loves to use habitually at the end of every week, when the six busy days of it are receding
into the eternal past. Her soul then contemplates how the preparation
of the Sabbath draws on and she looks forward with holy joy and
anticipation to the rest in the house of prayer and under the ordained
means of grace.
And yet another lesson is learned from this subject. The men of
Israel " gathered it every morning, every man according to his eating;
and when the sun waxed hot, it melted." Those who have made it
a habit of life to rise early and appropriate those earliest hours to the
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study of the precious Word, have received the rich reward of blessing
and been a power in their lives to those around who have taken" knowledge of them that they have been with Jesus." Oh! it is a most
blessed and profitable employ and the best preventive against the ills
of the coming day, when the soul seeks strength from the Word as
the day dawns. We never know how and what we may need, but
the Keeper of His Vineyard does, and He ofttimes prepares us by
some word, which we find was just the one we needed and which
helps, soothes, or blesses as the heat and burden of the day go on.
Again, we read, " And the children of Israel did so, and gathered
some more and some less. And when they did mete it with an omer,
he that gathered much had nothing over; and he that gathered little
had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating."
To everyone their portion in equality and exactness! And the Holy
Spirit enforces this truth where the Apostle Paul is inspired to write
to his Oorinthian brethren concerning the arrangement and liberality
of their contributions for the poor saints at Jerusalem. "For I mean
not that other men be eased and ye burdened; but by an equality,
that now at this time your"abundance may be a supply for their want,
that their abundance also may be a supply for your want; that there
may be equality: as it is written, He that had gathered much had
nothing over, and he that had gathered little had no lack" (2 Oor.
viii. 13-15). And this precious truth is taught throughout the Word
of God that every son and daughter of the Lord God Almighty will
never go short of his or her portion. We see it so graciously exemplified in the Paschal Lamb, "to every man a lamb, according to the
house of their fathers, a lamb for an house," and also in the twelve
loaves on the table of shewbread set fresh every morning, representing
the twelve tribes of Israel. A whole loaf and of equal size for each
tribe, though they varied so much in numbers. But" little Benjamin "
had the same sized loaf as any of the much larger tribes. And spiritually we glean the blessed truth how there is a whole Ohrist for every
believer: a full Ohrist for empty sinners!
And again, to Israel this manna was a nameless mercy, being so
great an one. They could not express it. "And when the children
of Israel saw it, they said one to another, It is manna (margin, What
is it f), for they wist not what it was." One's mind goes to Jacob
being answered by the angel of the Oovenant whilst he wrestled with
him, " Wherefore dost thou ask my name 1 And he blessed him there."
The answer of the name was in the blessing it bestowed! And we
think, too, of Manoah's enquiring of the angel which did so "wondrously
while Manoah and his wife looked on." "Wherefore dost thou ask
my name, seeing it is secret 1 " (Judges xiii. 18). The same wonderful
Name belonged to Him Whose Name, the Father declared, should
"be called Wondeiful." He is Ohrist our Heavenly Bread, and no
longer secret but made manifest in human form. To His saints indeed,
"His Name is as ointment poured forth," and as honey to the
soul, passing all sweetness and all telling. You and I go in the
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strength and blessing of this wonderful Name, day by day beloved,
and are sustained and fed, cheered and blessed in our long pilgrimage
as much as, and more than, Israel in the wilderness!
Was it to be wondered at that Moses was commanded to instruct his
priestly brother Aaron to " Take a pot and put an omer full of manna
therein, and lay it up before the Lord to be kept for your generations" 1
And " the golden pot that had manna" was referred to by the Apostle
Paul (Heb. ix. 4) as laid up in the Holiest, to teach the worshipping
Israelites in their generations to memorialize God's mercies and to
remind them of Him that " ever liveth."
You and I, dear reader, need to remind ourselves and streugthen
our hearts by these precious truths .

\

.. Day by day the Manna. fell;
Oh, to learn this lesson well,
Still by Covenant mercy fed,
Give us, Lord, our daily bread;'"

One other gleaning in this lovely subject ere we reluctantly close our
.paper. There is a significant mention of .. manna" in the last book
of the Bible. In Rev. ii. 17, we read in the epistle to the Church
in Pergamos, " To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manna." And it is not to be overlooked that twice in that letter
reference is made to the Word of God. "These things saith he that
hath the sharp sword with two edges," and in the warning which
<lxhorts to repentance, "else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
fight against them with the sword of My mouth." The Word of God
will judge us and the same likewise blesses! The overcomers are to
.be given to " eat of the hidden manna," in everlasting blessedness. I
humbly submit the thought which came with sweet unction to my soul
in this meditation. I wondered if we might suggest the opening up
of all those wonders and glories of which the precious Word testified
and from which our eyes were veiled. Our precious Christ will be in
the midst of His great congregation, leading their praise and opening
'lip to their then full and enlarged view and comprehension all the
hidden meanings, the secret mysteries which lay unrevealed in their
time-state; the fulfilled prophecies; the inscrutable though mysterious
providences; the till then unanswered prayers, yea and all His
leadings and dealings which were in perfect wisdom and perfect love.
. The beloved" G. C." in his last days, as he laid down one thing
;after another of his daily pursuits and interests, was as " the evening
'shadows lengthened out," content with the One Book which had been
his life's joy and companion. One day as I drew near to hear what
he was saying in sweet, gentle tones, it was Kelly's precious lines
that he was repeating:
.. Wllen midst the throng celestial plac'd,
The bright Original I see,
From wllich Thy sacred page was trac'd,
Sweet Book I I've no more need of Thee,"
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...

•

•

The Gospel Magazine

157

Children of God! Seek grace to remember the gracious provision
from the bountiful hand of your Almighty God and how" the children
of Israel did eat manna forty years until they came to a land inhabited;
they did eat manna until they came unto the borders of the land of
Canaan." However low your circumstances; however straitened your
means, think of Israel's God, Who is the same as He was in the past,
and Who is the Jehovah-Jireh of every one of His children, undertaking
as He has to " supply all their need; according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus." So you may sing as Faith views her rich portion in
a Covenant-making and Covenant-keeping God.;
.. Though all the flocks and herds were dead,
My soul a famine need not dread
Since Jesus is my Living Bread."

R.
A REMARKABLE ANSWER TO PRAYER.

IN the spring of 1875, Hudson Taylor, the beloved founder of the
China Inland Mission, was returning to London from Brighton, where
he had been attending some meetings. Waiting for his train at the
station, he was accosted by a Russian nobleman who had also attended
the meetings, and who on learning that Mr. Taylor was going to
London suggested that they should find seats together.
" But I am travelling third class," said the missionary.
" My ticket admits of my doing the same," was the courteous reply.
And they seem to have found a carriage alone together, for presently
Count Bobrinsky took out his pocket-book with the words, "Allow
me to give you a trifle towards your work in China."
Glancing at the bank-note as he received it, Mr. Taylor felt there
must be some mistake-it was no less than £50.
" Did you mean to give me £5 ? " he said at once. " Please let me
return this note: it is for £50."
" I cannot take it back," replied the other, no less surprised. "It
was £5 I meant to give, but God must have intended you to have
£50; I cannot take it back."
Impressed with the incident, Mr. Taylor reached Pyrland Road,
the London home of the Mission, to find a Prayer Meeting going on.
A remittance was about to be sent to China, and the money in hand
was short by £49 lIs. of the sum it was felt would be required. This
deficiency was not accepted as inevitable. On the contrary it called
together those who knew of it for special prayer. £49 lIs. was being
asked for in simple faith, and there upon the office table Mr. Taylor
laid his precious bank-note for £50. Could it have come more directly
from the heavenly Father's hand! "Whoso is wise and will observe
these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the
Lord."
J. Y ..
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,Snmonf-> anll N otef-> of Sermonf->.
THE TRUE WORSHIPPER.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
ON DECEMBER 12TH, 1897.

" Behold, 0 God, our Shield, and look upon the face of Thine Anointed.
Fm' a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be
a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness. For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield: the Lord will
give grace and gIOl'Y: no good thing will He withhold Fom them that
walk uprightly. 0 Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth
in Thee."-PsALM lxxxiv. 9-12.
(Concluded from p. 69.)
THEN you notice the 11th verse sets out that which Jehovah is to His
worshipping people. "The Lord God is a Sun ana Shield: the Lord
will give grace "-this is what He bestows-" and glory: no good
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly." He is then
" a Sun." Now what is the sun to the physical world 1 Shall I put
it the other way-what would the physical world be without it 1 Dear
friends, the highest attainments, and the deepest, of men of science
have not yet attained unto anything approaching a perfect knowledge
of the laws which operate in regard to this earth of ours, emanating
from that centre of physical being which we call the sun. And there
is a mystery which is being studied by scientific men of the present
time as to the formation of metals, precious metals, in the bowels of
the earth by certain laws operating, as it is stated, by the snn. There
is a path which the vulture's eye hath not seen, and there is a solar
vision which hail not yet been traced by the art, or skill, or science
of man. But after all, dear friends, true knowledge and true science
is a living, personal, experimental acquaintance with God in Christ.
This is life eternal which science can never attain unto and which the
discoveries of man can never reach, for man by searching cannot find
out God; that is written and it remains: "Canst thou by searching
find out God 1" I say, "This is life eternal, that they might know
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent."
.That is the excellent knowledge. That is the knowledge that does not
puff up but which ever humbles its subjects, teaching them how little
as yet they know; how little, how imperfectly, they know of this
true salvation and revelation of the living God. "The Lord God is
a Sun." He is the Centre of things; without Him all spiritual life
would languish and die. "The greater light to rule the day." The
moon herself is ruled by the greater light. The stars, say some people,
have their own independent light-God knoweth certainly. The sun
is that great light that rules the day to which we are indebted for the
life we live, the breath we breathe, our members to think and speak,
our motives-all are subject in the providence of God to those physical
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conditions which are traceable, too, in their turn to the sun in the
·heavens. And to Christ, the Sun of righteousness, all our spiritual
existence is due with all its activities and capabilities.. You may well
sing, " Give me Christ, or else I die," because He is the Life, He is the
true Light, and the light is the life, not the one without the other.
Where Christ is not formed in the heart darkness rules, ignorance
resides; but where Christ dwelleth-is formed by the Spirit in the
heart, the Hope of glory-the true Light shineth, and there is no going
back to the darkness of nature's condition after that. The true Light
in its '1nanifestations is subject to varying degrees, but it is never
extinguished. When Christ is, by grace, formed in the heart of a
poor sinner He is effectually and for ever formed there. "Being
confident . . . that He Who hath begun a good work in you, will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." Thus the apostle wrote,
and he was justified in so writing, as all after grace-work in the hearts
of God's people has justified what the apostle wrote. For eighteen
hundred years God has carried on His work effectually in the hearts
of multitudes no man can number. He is doing it still. He will do
'it to the end.
"The work which His goodness begins
The arm of His strength will complete."
God never yet put His hand to the plough, if I may so say, and looked
back. He never began to build and then through want of resources
had to stop the work. "I will work and who shall let it 1" Thus,
then, He completes His work of grace in the heart where He has begun
it. "I will work. I will perfect that which My fingers have begun.
I will crown this structure with a good!y topstone, it shall be brought
forth presently with shoutings of grace, grace, grace unto it." It is
all of grace, from first to last, from foundation to topstone, wholly of
grace. "The Lord God is a Sun "-the Centre, as I have said, and
.the Source, of all true spiritual life, of all real spiritual light. He is
a Shield, as we have touched on already, to protect His people. What
a Shield-the living Person of God! If you remember, when the
proud-hearted, blaspheming Philistine went out against the Godfearing stripling David he trusted in one who carried a shield. It is
written, "One bearing a shield went before him." Yes, the man
.carried a shield, but the Man of God's Right Hand is a Shield, the
Man Whom God has made strong for Himself, the Man Jehovah's
.Fellow, or Equal, none other than He is the Shield of His dependent
people. What a Shield! His eye how quick to detect coming danger,
.the approaching foe; no subtlety but He by the marvellous omniscience
proper to His Godhead sees into it, discovers it, reveals it, brings it
into judgment. No weapon that is formed against thee, 0 believer in
Christ, shall prosper, because your Shield slumbereth not, nor sleepeth.
.A living Person, both God and Man, possessed of all the resources-<lf
all the resources of both-is engaged on your behalf, and as you sing
.sometimes: "Oh, what a Christ have I ! " you may change the word
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and say, " Oh, what a Shield have I !" How safe you must be under
such a Diviue, such a real, protection! You have One thus evet
engaged on your behalf-yes, ever engaged-your Advocate with the
Father.
. . " The Lord will give grace and glory." Our God, as I often tell you,
dear friends, is a King God, a God Who loadeth us with benefits, WhO:
when He blesses, blesses with both hands. God is a cheerful Giver.
God, I repeat it, the God of salvation, the God in Whom my poor
heart trusts is, I find, a cheerful Giver-good measure He gives. "He
delighteth in mercy." He does not stint His mercy, or weigh it out
sparingly, or measure it jealously. It is, as I may say, the atmosphere
which He breathes, the sphere in which He works-He delighteth in
mercy. What good news for the miserable, the downcast, the heavyladen! What good news to hear that God in Christ delighteth in
mercy! Oh, may God give such characters grace enough just to
believe that and just to turn it to holy account. Tell Him that you
have heard to-night that He delights in mercy. Ask Him is it true?
Ten Him you need mercy-if ever a sinner did, you do. Take up the
cry of the poor broken-hearted Pharisee-despised publican: "God bEl
merciful to me the sinner," and you will find as I did years ago, "He
delighteth in mercy." .. The Lord will give grace," it is His purpose to
do so. I like to think this is no mere future tense-a "will" of
promise, " I will give grace," but it is His purpose-He wills to give
grace. He has enthroned His Blessed Son upon the Throne and its
title is: The Throne of Grace. Ah, it might have been of judgment,
it might have been righteously a throne of wrath, and for us it might
have been a time of confusion and outcasting had we dared to approach
it. But it is a Throne of Grace on which the once crucified I=anuel
to-night sits, and He will give grace to those who need it, to those
who confess their need of it because they feel their need of it. "Let
us therefore come boldly," or as the Greek is "with liberty," and
what is to hinder us? "Let us therefore come boldly unto the Throne
of Grace, that we may obtain mercy "-this wondrous mercy in which
the God of salvation delights. Oh, it delights His heart to show mercy
to anyone, and the more because He puts it thus Himself; He says:
" There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner"
who is made a partaker, a partaker of the grace of repentance. "Thereis joy in the presence of the angels of God "-it is not said that the·
angels rejoice; I daresay they do. I am sure they rejoice when they
see the King rejoicing; I am sure they rejoice when they see Jesus.
rejoicing over the travail of His soul-oh, I am sure the angels are
satisfied when they see the Christ of God satisfied-but His words
are these: "There is joy in the presence of the angels." It is He
Himself Who rejoices. It is the Shepherd Who says, "Rejoice with
Me, for I have found My sheep which was lost." Think of that-'-the
single one, the sheep that was lost. He is not speaking about the
ninety and nine, but He remembers that one sheep who comes in
this congregation to-night. He knows, and there is joy in the·
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presence of the angels of God over that one sinner who has received
grace to repent of his sins, to confess his guilt, and to trust in the·
blood of the precious Lamb. "The Lord will give grace "-but not
alone: grace coupled with its inseparable glory, grace coupled, joined
together, with the glory; and what God hath joined together neither·
devil nor man can put asunder. And He has joined grace with glory,.
not glory apart from grace nor grace apart from glory; grace, fore-·
running glory, grace, glory begun, glory in the bud, the .beginning of
glory. To be a partaker of grace is to be an heir of glory. To be a
partaker of the grace of repentance even is to be an heir of glory.
To be a partaker of the grace of a broken heart and a contrite spirit
is to be an heir of glory. The Lord giveth grace in these beginnings
and thereby-by this-bestows upon His people that they shall be
sharers of His hereafter glory. "Whom He called, them He als!>
justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified." These
links are all gold, gold of Ophir, pure gold like those golden chains of
which we read of old. God has joined grace and glory together, linked
them, interwoven them that their union is indissoluble. The article
of death cannot divide grace and glory, neither height, nor depth,
things present, things to come-and we often fear these later things,
" things to come"; how shall we fare when things to come are thus
and thus? Nay," nor things to come," nor any other creature con··
ceivable shall separate us from the love of God that is in Christ, dear
fellow-believers. "The Lord will give grace and glory."
" No good thing will He withhold." We must leave Him to judge·
for us what is best for us, what is good. He may choose something:
bitter for us. It may be a bitter cup He may select, a very crooked
path for us to follow, one of thorns and briers, a wilderness pathway
where the dragons and the great deeps abound, but still He will justify
His choice presently, and in His light when we see light we shall be
satisfied. Yes, we shall bless Him, we shall bless the Hand that
guided, and we shall bless the Heart that planned"When throned where glory dwelleth
In Im,manuel's Land."

Wait. Let us not, dear friends, be in haste, but wait the Lord's.
leisure. He will make it plain. "Judge not the Lord by feeble sense"
because your cup is bitter, because your way is crooked, because the
cross is heavy, because the losses are severe. Broken health, lost
friends, thousands of such exemises and trials may be appointed you,.
but do not misjudge the Lord. "No good thing will He withhold from
them that walk uprightly." "All things," the crooked, the bitter, theblack, " work together for good to them that love God, to them wh!>
are the called according to His purpose."
" 0 Lord of lwsts," shall we not exclaim with the Psalmist, " blessed·
is the man that trustelh in 'J'hee." That is the sum of the matter. May
we prove the blessedness of thus trusting in Him Who delighteth in.
mercy. Amen.
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
By

THE

VEN. ARCHDEACON NoYES, M.A., RD.

GRACE.
" The God of all gmce."-l PETER v. 10.

,
I

WHEN the writer was a young man, and, by the grace of God, anxious
to know the truth, although he had from his school-days attended with
his parents an Evangelical Ministry, he was yet very ignorant of the
Scriptural meaning of the word grace. In the hope, therefore, that
it may be useful, by God's blessing, to others in a like position of lacking
this knowledge, he is led to take the term" grace" as the subject of
this Sermonette.
In the first place, " The grace of God" may be defined to be: "The
free and eternal love and favour of God, which is the spring and source
of all the benefits which we receive from Him" (Cruden), "Who hath
saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus, before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). God's grace is
"in Christ Jesus" according to the Scripture just cited, and may be
further defined as, "His kindness towards us through Christ Jesus"
(see Ephes. ii. 7). No merit in His creatures, no good works or
deservings of theirs, procured His grace. It is altogether sovereign
and free. For, as the Apostle Paul wrote, Rom. xi. 6, " If by g"ace,
then is it no more of wO?·ks: othe·rwise grace is no more gmce."
The Gospel is called" The Gospel of the g"ace of God" (Acts xx. 24),
and the several parts of the Gospel, or glad tidings, comprise what are
known as " The doctrines of grace." For example, The election of the
Chu"ch of Christ-" the Church which is His body "-is all of grace.
" According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in
love; having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace" (Ephes. i. 4-6).
The Justification of the believing children of God, lost sinners by
nature, is by grace. "Being justified (accounted righteous) freely by
His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus" (Rom.
...
')4) .
111. ~
Salvation is by grace, as St. Paul writes to the saints: "By grace
are ye saved" (Ephes. ii. 8); and the faith which receives this salvation
is like,vise by grace, as the Apostle goes on to state: "By grace are
ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God: not of works, lest any man should boast." And so we read
of some "which had believed th"ough gmce" (Acts xviii. 27).
Eternal life is of grace, for " Where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound: that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might
grace reign, through righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ
our Lord" (Rom. v. 21).
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. Thus all is grace-the grace of the Three-in-One, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit; one God, blessed for ever.
Of this grace of God in Christ, the Christian poet wrote :" Grace all the work shall cro wn
Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise."
We have already gathered from Holy Scripture that the Salvation
<>f sinners of mankind is wholly of God's grace, as manifested in the
Son of His love, Christ Jesus our Lord. All that He has done for
them, and all that He works in them is of His free grace, for " We are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained (or, prepared) that we should walk in them"
(Ephes. ii. 10); so that even the writer of these God-breathed words,
St. Paul, could say: "By the grace of God I am what I am: and His
grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which
~vas with me" (1 Cor. xv. 10).
The glad tidings of the grace of God is to be proclaimed to all, and,
in its nature, should be glad tidings to all men. But what is the
result! What do the messengers of the Gospel find! Alas! they
find that the majority despise and reject the message, for fallen, sinful
human nature is too proud to be saved in God's way, to be saved as
.sinners-sinners ruined and lost by nature. "Ye will not come to
Me that ye might have life," said the Lord Jesus to the unbelieving
.Jews (John v. 40), yet He declared that all given to Him of His Father
would come, saying, " All that the Father giveth Me shall come to
Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John
vi. 37). The Apostle Paul proclaimed in the synagogue at Antioch
in Pisidia, the death and resurrection of Christ, and then went on to
say, " Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through
this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him
all that believe are justified from all things." Then he warns the
despisers of the message, " Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you,
which is spoken of in the prophets: Behold, ye despisers, and
wonder and perish." The Jews persisting in their rejection of the
Gospel, "contradicting and blaspheming," Paul and Barnabas turned
to the Gentiles, and spake the Word of God to them; and then we
have this significant statement, " A.s many as were ordained to eternal
life believed" (see Acts xiii. 14-48).
The long day (now, as it would seem from the signs of the times,
rapidly drawing to its close) in which the Gospel of grace has been
set forth in the Holy Scriptures, and proclaimed by God's faithful
servants, is the dispensation of g'·ace, for, "Now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of Salvation" (2 Cor. vi. 2). Oh, that men
would heed the Apostolic exhortation: "We beseech you that ye receive not the grace of God (the Gospel of grace) in vain" (2 Cor. vi. 1).

.'
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For the day of grace will surely be followed by "the day of vengeance of our God" (see Isaiah Lxi. 2). Even now, may we not
say that God is giving many warnings of coming judgment, and proclaiming with no uncertain voice to all who "obey not the Gospel
of.our Lord Jesus Christ," the words of the Saviour Himself: "Except
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" (see Luke xiii. 1-5).

THE CHRISTIAN'S GOOD-NIGHT.
SLEEP oh, beloved, sleep and take thy rest;
Lay down thy head upon thy Saviour's breast;
We love thee well, but Jesus loves thee bestGood-night! Good-night! Good-night!

•

•

Calm is thy slumber as an infant's sleep;
But thou shalt wake no more to toil and weep;
Thine is a perfect rest, secure and deepGood-night!
Until the Shadows from this earth are cast.;
Until He gathers in His sheaves at last;
Until the twilight gloom is .overpastGood-night.
Until the Easter glory lights the skies;
Until the dead in Jesus shall arise,
And He shall come, but not in lowly gniseGood-night!

\
!

Until made beautiful by Love Divine,
Thou in the likeness of thy Lord shalt shine,
And He shalt bring that golden crown of thineGood-night!
Only "Good-night," beloved-not "farewell"!
A little while, and all His Saints shall dwell
In hallowed union, indivisibleGood-night!
Until we meet again before His throne,
Clothed in the spotless robe He gives His own,
Until we 1:now, even as we are knownGood-night!
SARAH DOUDlIEY.

(Copies of this Poem can be obtained from E. S., The Nest, Lovedean,
;Horndean, Hants., at Is. Oid. per dozen.)
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MEPHIBOSHETH.
1 HAVE been thinking lately of the faithful friendship of David and
.Jonathan and the loving remembrance of Jonathan which came from
-the heart of David in the midst of the cares of state. The lament of
David on the death of Jonathan is one of the most touching passages
in the Word of God. "I am distressed for thee, my brother J onathan :
very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful."
And it was wonderful. Jonathan "delighted much in David."
.Jonathan " spake good of David unto Saul his father." Jonathan said
unto David, "Whatsoever thy' soul desireth, I will even do it for
·-thee." "The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and
Jonathan loved him as his own soul." "Jonathan and David made a
covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan
stripped himself of the robe that was upon him and gave it to David,
and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle."
And we find that Jonathan said later on to David, "Thou shalt not
<Jnly while yet I live show me the kindness of the Lord that I die not;
.but also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house for ever
. . . so Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying,
Let the Lor>! even reqnire it at the hand of David's enemies. And
.Jonathan caused David to swear again because he loved him; for he
loved him as he loved his own soul." And then just one more instance
·of this constant friendship. "Jonathan, Saul's son, arose and went
to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in God. And he
said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not
find thee: and thou shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next
unto thee; and that also Saul my father knoweth. And they two
made a covenant before the Lord." The true bond of friendship between
-the Lord's people is" strengthening the hand in God." Most truly after
.all these loving, unselfish words and deeds might David say in his
pathetic lament over the death of Jonathan, "Thy love to me was
wonderful."
And the" greater than David " shines through the record of David's
kindness to the son of Jonathan. His love was wonderful and is and
,ever will be wonderful. We shall never exhaust the theme, and it is
,ever more abundant. We see it and read it and feel it deeply even
here, but how much nwre will be revealed when we fully know up there.
David did not forget J onathan or his house. "Is there not yet any
·of the house of Saul (Jonathan's father) that I may show the kindness
of God unto him 1" he enquired, and was told, " Jonathan hath yet
·a son, which is lame on his feet. And the king said, Where is he 1 "
po note, dear reader, the steps from being in the house of Machir
lame on his feet; to his position of eating at the king's table. The
believer will see in them the history of the Lord's dealings with his
·own soul. See 2 Sam. ix. verse 5 and onward.
.,: First" David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir."
And we, dear children of God, have been sent for and fetched out.
·Should 'We ever have come to our Redeemer if we had not been brought
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to Him 1 "We love Him because He fi"st loved us." "He brought
me to the banqueting house." And as the sweet hymn expresses it,
"Else I had never come." Yes, "sent and fetched." When the
Divine David calls He brings. "He sweetly forced me in." We know
this by the Holy Spirit's dealings with us. He has opened the eyes
of the soul and revealed the Covenant love of the Father in Christ,
showing wondrous things. He opened our eyes to see Christ only in
all the plan of salvation. Christ only the Deliverer, the Mediator, the
Substitute, the beginning and the ending.
The next step. David said, "Mephibosheth," and Mephibosheth
answered, "Behold thy servant." Ah! when the Lord speaks to us
personally, calling us by name and indicating it to the heart, what
-a balm! What a joy! What rapture! "I know thee by name,
thou art Mine." When He says this to your heart and my heart we
sing, "I sat down under His shadow with g.-eat delight," satisfied,
res~ful, rejoicing. And we want to serve, saying, " Behold thy servant. ,',
We want to manifest our love to Him. It is not a mere form of civility
in expression, it is a heart full of longing, full of desire, overwhelmed
with His exceeding great and tender love.
David's next words were so like the frequent biddings of our Saviour :
" Fear not." Ah! how often He bids, and yet, how oft~n our hearts
fail. Then follows the assurance, "I will surely show thee kindness
for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of
Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually."
How did Mephibosheth feel with this most gracious promise 1 He
was overcome with all this abundant kindness. "He bowed himself
and said, What is thy servant that thou shouldest look upon such a
dead dog as I am 1" He was humbled. He counted himself as
worthless. Dogs were despised in the East, and a dead dog was
absolutely worthless. And such are we, but our loving Saviour bids
us fear not. He will surely show us kindness. He looks upon us as
in Him, and therefore we are precious in His sight.
Then David called to Ziba. He was not content with assuring, but
proceeded to practise and carried out his promise. When the Lord
acts we find He does provide, He does strengthen, He does defend,
He does listen and hear, and He does bring through with rejoicing. He
fulfils the desire of them that fear Him. All His promises are Yea
and Amen in Christ Jesus.
So "the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said unto him, I
have given unto thy master's son all that pertained to Saul and to
all his house. Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants shall
till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits that thy master's
son may have food to eat: but Mephibosheth thy master's son shall
eat bread alway at my table." Again it is reiterated in the next verse,
" As for Mephibosheth, he shall eat at my table as one of the king's

\
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sons."

We know what royal bounty he spread. "He brought me to the
"banqueting house," and not as an occasional visit, but" alway at my
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table," and as one of the king's sons, in the highest position. Our
God heaps more and more upon us: "Drink tibundantly, 0 beloved."
" So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem." His home was there. His
provision was certain. His position was assured, and the king's promise
was fulfilled, for" he did eat continually at the king's table." The
verse closes pathetically, " And was lame on both his feet." He was
helpless, but helped. He derived his life with all its favoured surroundings not from his own effort or activity, but solely from the bounty
of his father's friend.
And it is thvs with ourselves :who are born of the Spirit. We are
" feeble, faint, and few," and it is blessed thus to feel this, to know
that we owe all to grace, all to His free favour and unmerited goodness.
H

Oh! to grace how g'1'eat a debtor

Daily I'm constrained to be."
Yet we may eat at the King's table contim!ally, for He provides a
continual feast. Lame yet loved, loved with an everlasting love that
knows no pause or diminution.
.. The King of Love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His,
And He is mine for ever."

NETTlE.
THE GOINGS OF MY GOD AND MY KING.
WHEN the cloud rested, they rested, however long the time, however
congenial or uncongenial the place, and to those who were Israelites
in truth as well as in name, it would seem a mercy if their hearts rested
as the ark did in the appointment of God. How great His longsuffering
was, that He did not always or at once give them their desire for other
or for smoother things. How strong His hand, and wise His heart-that His love kept them where He would have them, until His own
purposes were fulfilled. Then the ark would be lifted up and go before
them, while Moses spoke the God-given invocation, " Rise up, Lord,
and let Thine enemies be scattered, and let them that hate Thee fleebefore Thee." This was still the prayer when David brought up the
ark to one of its last resting-places, and when he poured forth all the
triumph and exaltation of the sixty-eighth Psalm. Among the rest of
its verses there is a very beautiful one. "They have seen Thy goings,
o God; even the goings of my God, my King, in the sanctuary."
Friends and enemies had seen what God had done for His unslipping
people. The Psalmist might have thought of the day when Dagon
fell down, an idol and a broken one before the ark, and would rejoice
in the confidence that the day must come when every idol would be
utterly abolished and the Lord alone be exalted. Solomon saw the
goings of His God and his King in the sanctuary when the priests
could not minister because of the glory of the Lord, and the cloud_
•
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filled the temple. Paul saw the goings of God when he preached till
midnight and only stopped then to restore the fallen Eutychus, and
they were not a little comforted. They were more comforted than if
Eutychus had kept his seat, for they saw, as God's saints have seen
many a time since by the interruptions of sorrow, that He is with
them indeed. And we have heard with our ears, our fathers have
declared unto us of the goings of G"od in the sanctuary when the people
flocked to hear from the chained Bibles that the light of the Gospel
was chasing away the blackness and darkness of popery, or when so
far as a sanctuary is a place of meeting, it was ceiled with the blue
of heaven and carpeted with the grass, and people walked over mountains and valleys to hear the Word of salvation and hope for their lost,
sinful souls. Jonathan Edwards, who preached in America, once rose
to address an enormous congregation. It was no smooth things that
he preached, as if their salvation and the glory of it lay with themselves.
He took for a text " Their feet shall slide in due time" (Deut. xxxii.
35), and preached as if there might be one among them all on whom
God in the greatness of His mercy would show mercy and save for His
Own sake and for the sake of His promise to His Son. Hundreds of
them, even as under Peter's sermon long before, were pricked in their
hearts, and turned to the Lord. These are the things that give joy
in the presence of the angels and on earth please the saints, to know
that Christ's government must still increase. But many a living soul
might hear, and long still for an assurance of part and lot in such blessings and favours. They want to see the goings of their God and King
in their own souls. They want the veil to be taken away. They want
the rest of faith instead of the clamours of conscious unbelief. They
want the Lord to come as powerfully if not as visibly as He came to
His saints of old, speaking, comforting, directing, blessing. And yet
He had been a long time with Philip, and Philip had seen His' goings
and His cornings; and had not known Him-He still wanted more, and
some revelation that would suffice him. Are they his successors who
like Mr. Toplady want to see their election of God, and that in the
everlasting goings forth of which Micah speaks, the face of God, never
otherwise than reconciled-and the soundings of His heart, were
toward them 1 To such the promise is that the eyes of the blind
shall see out of obscurity, will see that it is Himself that has been
and is with them, leading them-either as tenderly as He did the
Shunamite, or with such great and strong judgments as brought
Manasseh to repentance and self-renouncing.
It is a truth redolent of comfort to the people of God that His goings
with them in providence and grace are joined together that no one
can put them asunder. The Lord said to His beloved one in the Song
of Songs that He had compared her to a company of horses in Pharaoh's
chariot, comely in going and perfect in step. He has no doubts about
the result of His work. He knew that in due time He would hear
from His servant the confession, " Before I was affl.icted I went astray,
but now I have kept Thy word." How tender He is and gentle, and
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longsuffering, convincing and forgiving. He will not always be chiding,
neither keepeth He His anger for ever. How often He has ridden
upon the heavens for their help, scattering fears to the winds. He
went before His disciples into Galilee, and there they saw Him and
w~re indulged by His love, Who had laid] down His life for them,
although He had been forsaken by them.
FOLLOWER-ON,
SEVERAL IMPORTAN:I' QUESTIONS ANSWERED
CONCERNING THE COMING OF CHRIST.
EXTRACTS FROM THE SERMONS OF THE REV. RALPH ERSKlNE.
QUESTION: How shall I know, if ever He came thus to me 1
For helping you in this important inquiry, I would ask you these
few things following. (1) Have you ever apprehended the distance
between Christ and you! Were you ever made sensible of the dreadful
distance between Him and you; a dismal distance; a damnable
distance; an invincible and insuperable distance 1 Have you seen
an utter impossibility of saving yourself from it, unless the Lord had
<lome to you! This is the Lord's ordinary way: when He brings
to light, He makes sensible of darkness; when He brings to
life, He makes sensible of deadness and lifelessness; when he brings
to faith, he makes sensible of unbelief; when he brings to love, He
makes sensible of enmity; when He brings to holiness, He makes
sensible of wickedness; and when He brings to acquaintance, He
makes sensible of estrangement; and before He comes near, He makes
sensible of distance. (2) Have you heard His voice, saying, "Lo, I
come"! Have you heard, not the voice of minister only, but the
voice of the chief Shepherd; and know it to be His voice, by the
majesty of it, by the power that attended it, by the sweetness that
was in it! Has the Gospel come to you not in word only, but in
power! (1 Thess. i. 5). Was there such light, life, liberty, and joy
accompanying the voice, as made you sure, at the time, that it was
not the voice ot man, but of God, Who spake like Himself! (3) Have
you seen Him coming, and apprehended Hin, by the light of the Spirit,
revealing the Son in you! Have you seen the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ! Have you seen His fulness, suitableness, and
sweetness; His glory, worth, and excellency, by a light shining not
into the head only, but the heart! It is a spiritual light, flesh and
blood cannot reveal it; education, and external revelation, however
subservient it may be, yet cannot contribute unto it, without supernatural revela~ion. (4) Have you joyfully welcomed a coming Jesus 1
saying, in effect, " The voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh ! "
Have you apprehended the mountains that were in the way between
Him and you, particularly the mountains of sin and .guilt! Has this
accented your joy, that He came over all the mountains, and melted
down the mountains, and made your heart to melt down before Him
12
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also, because of your heaping up such mountains between Him and
you? (5) What intercourse have you had with Him? what mutual
embracement? Did you get Him in your arms, and wrestle with Him
for the blessing? Did you get grace to call Him your Beloved, and
to lie in His bosom, and melt in tears of joy? I know there may
be intercourse and fellowship with Him, even where this is not the'
attainment; but something like this ordinarily takes place, when He·
and His people meet together, after some black intervening clouds
have kept them long asunder; when His joyful" Lo" meets with that
joyful salutation, " Behold, He cometh! it is the voice of my Beloved! "
(6) What are the fruits and effects of His coming? Beholding His
glory, were you changed? Surely, if there was never a change wrought
upon you, but that you remain as vain, frothy and carnal in your
conversation and deportment as ever, He has not come to you. But
has His coming embittered sin, and made you differ with yourself and
submit to His righteousness for your justification, and to His holiness
for your sanctification? His great errand is like His name, Jesus, to
save His people from their sins; from the guilt of sin, by His merit
a,nd righteousness; and from the power of sin, by His Spirit and
grace. What joy has His coming raised in you? Surely, the joy of
His salvation, as it is a sin-killing joy, so it is a soul-strengthening
joy: "The joy of the Lord is their strength" (Neh, viii, 10), Did t!lis
joy strengthen you to believe? and strengthen you to pray? and
strengthen you to hope? and strengthen you to wait upon Him? and
strengthen you to serve Him? and to run the way of His commandments with enlargement of heart?
QUESTION: Are there any signs of His coming? What are the'
prognosticates of His coming?
ANSWER: (1) It would be a token of His coming, if we were sensibl"
of, and afflicted for, His absence, saying, "0 that I knew where I
might find Him!" "longing desire after Him, saying, " O! when
wilt Thou come? He will satisfy the longing desire." (2) Another'
sign of His coming is, if we were seeking after Him, and wrestling
with Him for the blessing; He is near to them that call upon Him;
and those who seek Him, shall find Him. (3) If we were waiting for
Him in His appointed way; for, they who wait upon Him, shall have
to say, "This is our God" (Isa. xxv. 9). (4) If we were finding ourselves to have a name to which the promise opens a door of hope.
Is there any hope of His coming for a poor, insolvent bankrupt, who·
fears that the word of the Lord is against him? Why, that name is
in the promise: "To this man will I look, even to him that is poor,.
and of a contrite spirit" (Isa. lxvi, 2), Is there any hope of His
coming to a poor, needy creature, who can find no relief to its soul?
Yes, that case is in the promise: "When the poor and needy seek
water, and there is none, I the Lord will hear, I the God of Jacob will
regard." We shall now shut up the whole discourse with a word by
way of exhortation. Is Christ saying" Lo, I come"? 0 sirs, hear
and believe, so as you may cry out joyfully, " The voice of my Beloved t
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behold, He cometh!" For motives: (1) Consider Who it is that
speaketh; it is God in our nature, "Immanuel, God with US." The
word of salvation is to you sinners, as well as to you saints; His voice
is, "Lo, I come" to save sinners; "I am not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance." Yea," To you, 0 men, do I call, and
My voice is to the sons of men" (Prov. viii. 4). (2) He says it with a
Lo! that all the world may give attention to it: "Listen, 0 isles,
unto Me; and hearken, ye people, from afar" (Isa. xlix. 1). He is
speaking to the isles, particularly to the isle Britain, that has long
refused to hear His voice. The Gospel is to be preached to every
creature. (3) The reason why He is saying to you in this Gospel" Lo,
I come! " to save sinners, is, that sinners may welcome Him and say,
" The voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh !" Even the first
welcome of faith may be in these terms, and should be so; for His
manifesting himself thus, in the word, is the ground of faith, though
His manifesting Himself by the Spirit, is the cause of faith, and absolutely necessary to create that faith. But as" Faith comes by hearing,"
so hear, 0 sinner; hear this word as the voice of the Spirit of Christ.
" Hear what the Spirit says to the churches." Listen to the word,
till you hear and understand that it is the Spirit of Christ; or, Christ,
by His Spirit, speaking to you, and saying, "La, I come! " to you.
Objection: Christ speaks not here to me, but to His Father, saying,
" La, I come! I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God." Answer: It is
the better for you and me, and the surer ground of faith and hope;
for, it is a word to His Father concerning us, and about His coming
to save us. It were sure enough, if it were spoken immediately to us ;
but it is still the surer, that it is said to the Father concerning us ;
and He will not retract what He hath said to His Father. Therefore
(4) consider that His coming in the Spirit to accomplish salvation by
power, is as surely to take place, as His coming in the flesh has already
taken place: therefore, when Hc says, " La, I come! " to save by the
power of 1\,[y Spirit! let faith say, "Behold, He cometh! " to save
me! Objection: "But has He purposed to save all 1 If not, how
can there be ground for us all to believe 1" Answer: Whom He has
purposed to save, is a secret, but whom He calls to believe, and look
to Him for salvation, is no secret: "Look unto Me, and be saved, all
the ends of the earth" (Isa. xlv. 22). And faith, as I said before, is
not to look to any secret, either past or to come, but to the word of
salvation, to a present La! "La, I come!" And if you venture on
His word, without more questions, we can assure you from His word,
you are .safe; take Him at His word, when He says, "Lo, I come! "
(5) Consider that mountains are no hindrances; He comes" skipping
on the mountains and leaping on the hills." There is a mountain of
darkness in your mind; a mountain of obstinacy in your wills; a
mountain of carnality and earthliness in your affections; mountains
of guilt lying on your consciences; and mountains of objections,
doubts, and fears, in your hearts; but all these are nothing to Him.
Therefore, 0 take His word for it, " La, I come! " and say, " Behold

172

The Gospel Magazine

He cometh ! skipping on the mountains." He can come over them all
with one leap, with one skip. 0 consider, that it is His joyful voice
both in the Old and New Testament, " La, I come!" He was glad
to come in the flesh of old, and He is glad to come in the Spirit now,
according to His promise: and, 0 sirs, will you not gladly welcome
Him? O! is He saying so gladly, "La, I come"? What are you
saying, poor soul? If you cannot say, " The voice of my Beloved! "
then 0 will you say, It is the voice of the Father's Beloved, Who has
said, " This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased"? And
if you welcome him, as the Father's Beloved, you are quite safe. If
you cannot say, "Behold, He cometh," just now, yet, will you sa)',
" He that shall come will come"; and wait upon Him in His own
way? He waits to be gracious; and" He is a God of judgment;
blessed are all they that wait for Him." Again, if you cannot say,
" Behold He cometh," to my observation, yet will you say, "Even
so come, Lord Jesus, come quickly"? And thus pray for His coming
graciously and mercifully; "Come, Lord Jesus"; come to merciful
judgment against all my lusts, and prepare me for Thy general judgment. Come in the Spirit. Come in power and great glory at this
Qccasion. 0, He comes skipping and leaping! Let your heart leap
within you at the thoughts of it. Objection:" But I do not feel; I do
not see His coming." Answer: "Blessed are they that believe, and
have not seen." If you do not see and feel, yet do not you hear Him
say, "La, I come"? Faith comes by hearing, and not by seeing:
while you hear His word, you hear His feet upon the mountains:
therefore, against hope believe in hope, saying, " Lord, I believe; help
mine unbelief." "It is the voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh ! "
Well, sirs, "What think you, will He not come to the feast?" Have
we no reason to think that He will come? Yea, I think we have.
Why, it is a time of need among His poor people; and His throne of
grace is erected for a time of need: therefore we are called to come
boldly to it, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time
Qf need. It is a time of trouble and distress, and He is a "present
help in time of trouble; and a refuge for the oppressed." It is a time
wherein many of His people are in a wilderness of darkness and
despondency; and He has said, "I will bring her to the wilderness,
and there will I speak comfortably to her"; or, in to her heart. It is
a time wherein many of His people, from all corners, and I hope, many
praying people, are met about His hand; and He has said, " Where
two or three are met together, in My name, there will I be in the midst
Qf them." It is a time wherein some of His servants, and Illany of
His people, are like outcasts in the Church, despised and cast out by
the judicatories; and He hath spoken in His word of gathering the
Qutcasts of Israel (Zeph. iii. 18; Isa.lvi. 8; Psa. cxlvii. 2). "The Lord
doth build up Jerusalem; He gathereth together the outcasts of
Israel." Why then, shall we not expect His coming, when, at the
same time, 'He is saying, "La, I come"? May faith's joyful echo
in our hearts say, " The voice of our Beloved! behold, He cometh ! "
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ROMANS v. 1-11.

By THE LATE REV. F. PEACOCK, M.A., B.D., INCUMBENT OF THE
CIRCUS CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH.
1. THE BLESSING IS THAT OF JUSTIFICATION.

"Being justified by
faith." This is a great foundation truth about which there is an appalling amount of ignorance in the Churches. A very small percentage
of most evangelical congregations would be able to give anything
like a clear and scriptural explanation of this vital truth. Yet it is
of the utmost importance to get right at the foundation. H there
is a fatal defect there, no matter how beautiful and ornamental the
structure that is built upon it, sooner or later it will collapse. This
is why the Church of Rome has gone so grievously astray. She has
gone wrong at the foundation. In direct antagonism to the Word of
God, she actually declares, " Whosoever shall affirm that the ungodly
is justified by faith only let him be accursed. " Yet this truth was
the corner-stone of our great and glorious Reformation, as it is the
corner-stone of this Epistle to the Romans. Now, what is meant by
Justification 1 When God justifies a sinner, what does He do 1 He
does three things: (1) He removes his guilt so completely that not
a shred or particle of it remains. This is set forth in the Scripture
with a wealth and fulness of language which it is impossible to exaggerate. (2) He reckons righteousness to him, a righteousness which
the Son of God came expresaly to work out by His active and passive
obedience. (3) He receives him into His family. He does not regard
him, as pardoned criminals are sometimes regarded, with suspicion,
to be kept at a distance. No! He is welcomed as a child into the
family. He is received without misgiving.· He is "accepted in the
Beloved." He is entitled to all the advantages and privileges which
belong to the family of God. The source of this great and threefold
blessing is the Grace of God. No ungodly sinner ever deserved to be
justified. It is all of grace. The ground of our justification is
the blood of Christ. Not the blood and something else, but the
precious blood alone. And it is by faith we receive it. God is "the
Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus" (Rom. iii. 26).
2. THE BLISS WIDCH FOLLOWS JUSTIFICATION is set out in the
succeeding verses. It may be briefly summed up as follows. If we
have experienced justification, then we have (1) Peace with God.
We were at war with God-dreadfnl thought! But that is over now.
(2) A joyful hope. We" rejoice in hope of the glory of God." This
is a good hope in which it is our privilege to abound. (3) A sense of
God's love communicated to our hearts by the Holy Ghost. The
fact that God loves us is inwardly demonstrated to us by the Spirit.
(4) A pledge of final salvation. If we are now justified by Christ's
blood, we shall certainly be saved by His life. Our final salvation
is simply the consummation of the work of which justification is the
commencement. "Whom He justifies them He also glorifies."
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THOMAS SCOTT AND CHRIST'S SATISFACTION FOR THE
SINS OF BELIEVERS.
TnOMAS SCOTT, the commentator, says that he received considerable
instruction from Bishop Beveridge, "but especially his sermon on
the real satisfaction made by the death of Christ for the sins of believers,
.was the blessed means of clearing up my views, and confirming my
faith, respecting that fundamental doctrine of Christianity.
" On Good Friday, 1777, I preached a sermon upon that subject,
from Isaiah liii. 6, 'All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid (hath
caused to meet) on Him the iniquity of us all.' I endeavoured to
prove (what has ever since been the sole foundation of all my hopes)
that Christ indeed bore the sins of all who should ever truly believe,
in all their guilt, condemnation, and deserved puuishment, in His
own body on the tree. I explicitly avowed my belief, that Christ,
as our Surety and Bondsman, stood in our law-place, to answer all
our obligations, and to satisfy Divine justice and the demands of the
law for our offences: and I publicly renounced, ,,"s erroneous and
gl'ievous perversions of Scripture, all my former explanations and
interpretations of these subjects.
" This was the first doctrine in which I was clearly and fully brought
to acknowledge the truth; though I had, with no little earnestness,
for two years been inquiring about it-to so astonishing a degree was
my blinded understanding filled with prejudice against the doctrines
of the Word of God! Hitherto they had been foolishness to me;
but now, under the Divine teacbing, I began, though very dimly, to
discern the wisdom of God in them."-Scott's " Fm'ce of 1'ruth," pages
65, 66.

•

The Gospel Magazine
~llt

175

Woung jfoIlu;' n:'lage.
AMAZEMENT.

of my young readers who belong to the Scripture Union are
at present reading daily in the Gospel of St. Luke, written by one
whom the Apostle Paul describes as "the beloved physician." We
calways read the portion at morning family prayers in our household
and have the custom of reading round, so that each person present
not only hears but sees the Words of Life.
In reading, I was struck with expressions which show how frequently
the people who came into contact with the Lord Jesus Christ were
amazed at His sayings and doings. When Joseph and His mother
.found Him-a boy twelve years of age-" sitting in the midst of the
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions," we read,
"they were a.mazed" (Luke ii. 48). It must have been a striking
scene indeed.
Soon after He began His public ministry, He was in the synagogue
,at Capernaum on the Sabbath, and there was a man present who was
sadly afflicted, being possessed by an evil spirit. At the word of
command from the Lord, we read, "When the devil had thrown
.him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. And they
were all amazed" (Luke iv. 35, 36). On the occasion when the poor
paralytic had his sins forgiven and his body healed, so that he was
able at the Lord's command to arise, take up his bed, and walk to
his house, we are told of the people who witnessed the wonderful
·miracle: "They were all amazed, and they glorified God" {Luke v. 26).
There are other occasions recorded in this Gospel when we are told of
people being astonished, and of their wondering at the things which
they saw and heard. Indeed it could not be otherwise when the very
Son of God, the Lord of life and glory, was in their midst.
In a letter just received from China a young missionary writes:
" 'fo my mind a Christian is just as safe in one place as another. I
know it is far easier for me than it is for you at home, but it is equally
.easy for the Lord to conquer your human weakness as it is for Him
to conquer mine.
.
" As a matter of fact if we have to leave here rather suddenly, the
only loss we should incur would be of a few belongings, humanly
speaking. It is the Christian Church (Chinese) that is undergoing
such persecution these days. The other day in Hunan at one of the
out-stations run by the Germans, a band of Christians, expecting
the arrival of the Southerners, signed a document saying that they
were ready to die for their faith. The Southerners came, forced the
Christians into a hall, and told them to renounce their faith. They
handed the document to their persecutors, who were so amazed that
they let them go free."
Thus amazing things are still wrought by the mighty power of our
THOSE
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God, Who made His grace so to abound to that band of Chinese
Christians, that their heathen persecutors were amazed.
"May we follow and adore
Thee, our Saviour more and more,

Guide and bless us with Thy love
Till we reach our Home above."

E. A. H.

WARE UP. PROTESTANTS!
" I CHARGE all loyal Churchmen to resist mmifully the efforts now being
made to unprotestantize England, and to bring her once more into
subjection to Popery. Let us not go back to ignorance, superstition,
priestcraft, and immorality. Our forefathers tried Popery long ago,
and threw it off with disgust and indignation. Let us not put the
clock back and return to Egypt. Let us have no peace with Rome,
till Rome adjures her errors and is at peace with Christ.
" Let us read our Bibles, and be armed with Scriptural arguments.
A Bible-reading laity is a nation's surest defence against error. I have
no fear of English Protestantism, if the laity will only do their duty.
" Let us read history, and see what Rome did in days gone by. Read
how she trampled on your country's liberties, plundered your forefathers' pockets, and kept the whole nation ignorant and immoral.
Read Fox, and Strype, and Burnet, and Soames, and Blunt. And
do not forget that Rome never changes. It is her boast and glory
that she is always the same. Only give her absolute power in England,
and she would soon put out the eyes of our country, and make her
like Samson, a degraded slave.
"Let us read facts standing out on the face of the globe. What
has made Italy what she is? Popery.-What has made !llexico and
the South American States what they are? Popery.-What has made
Spain and Portugal what they are? Popery.-What has made Ireland
what she is? Popery.-What makes Scotland, the United States, and
our own beloved England, the powerful, prosperous countries that
they are at present, and I pray God may long continue? I answer in
one word, Protestantism-a free Bible and a Protestant ministry,
and the principles of the Reformation. Let us think twice before
we give ear to the specious arguments of liberalism falsely so called.
Let us think twice before we help to bring back the reign of Popery."
-The late Bishop John Charles Ryle, " Light frOTl' Old Times," pages
112, 113.
" My own mind is fully made up. I say the Church of England
had better perish and go to pieces than forsake John Hooper's principles
and tolerate the sacrifice of the Mass, and auricular confession."The late Bishop John Charles Ryle, " Lightfmm Old Times," page 114.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The demand for truly Gospel literature manifested
amongst the men of the sea should encourage all lovers of truth. There
must be no slackening of effort to supply these dear men with the
truth of God, rather an increase in these truth-despising days. A
missionary writes, "I am indeed grateful for the parcel of literature
you so kindly sent and which I have received for our seamen, and pray
God that the magazines may be blessed to the salvation of souls and
redound to His glory." Another missionary writes us, " Many thanks
for the parcel of literature received two days ago. I am always grateful
for gospel books of no uncertain sound. There is so much that is
without the atonement and coming of our Lord and Saviour." Parcels
of literature, Carriage Paid, will be gratefully welcomed by us, also
renewed help to the funds.
Your sincerely,
21, Fi1jield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Touerdown, Bristol, March, 1927.

~atotestant

lJ3eaCOll.

WHAT IS WRITTEN ABOUT THE LORD'S SUPPER?
AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE ISLINGTON CLERICAL MEETING,
JANUARY 15, 1889, BY THE RIGHT REV. BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.,
BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL.
(Oontinued from p. 137.)
" The teaching of God's Word about the Lord's Supper."
Ill. In the third place, let me turn to the negative side of our
subject. What does the New Testament not teach us about the Lord's'
Supper? What is not written?
This is a painful and delicate inquiry, because I cannot possibly
discuss it without touching opinions and practices which prevail widely
among many zealous Churchmen in the present day. Nevertheless, I
am asked to say what the teaching of the New Testament is. It is
my plain duty to stick to that point. If I err in handling it, I shall:
be thankful to anyone who will show me in what I am wrong.
a. For one thing, I cannot find it wl·itten that the Sacrament of theLord's Supper is the chief, p1'incipal, and most important pO/rt of the'
Ohristian 1·eligion. I need not remind you that we are continually
told in these days that it is so. The well-known" masses" of the
Romish Church, the increasing importance attached to "Holy Communion" by many in our own Church, are plain evidence of what f

178

The Gospel M aga,zine

mean. The sermon, the mode of conducting prayer, the reading of
" Holy Scriptme," in many chmches are made of small account and
,second to this one thing-the administration of the Lord's Supper.
But I cannot find this in the Scriptures. It is not written.
I assert that the proportionate value and importance of any doctrine
,or ordinance in our religion must be measured by the frequency with
which it is mentioned in Scripture, and especially in the Epistles.
Apply that test to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and see what
the result will be. About grace, faith, and redemption; about the
work of Christ, the work of the Spirit, and the love of the Father;
about man's ruin, weakness, and spiritual poverty; about justification,
,sanctification, and holy living; about all these mighty subjects we
find the inspired writers giving us line upon line, and precept upon
l'recept. About the Lord's Supper, on the contrary, we may observe
in the great bulk of the New Testament a speaking silence. You will
find that blessed ordinance in only one single Epistle, the First of
'Corinthians. In all the remaining twenty it is not so much as named!
Even in the pastoral Epistles to Timothy, and Titus, where the work
{)f a minister is specially handled, and you might have expected
instructions about the Lord's Supper-that Sacrament is conspicuously
absent. Now I cannot get over this fact. The silence of Scripture is
just as teaching as its voice.
b. For another thing, I cannot find it W1itten that the Sacrament of
the Lord's Supper confers grace" ex opere opemto," and that by receiving
'the consecrated bread and wine, a man, without repentance and faith,
may at once obtain forgiveness of sins. I fear that this idea is sadly
-prevalent in many quarters. To this you may trace the too common
practice of sending for a clergyman in time of sickness to visit a dying
man, in order that he may receive the Sacrament before death. Alas,
how many take comfort about their relatives after they have lived a
most ungodly life, for no better reason than this-that they took the
Sacmment when they were dying! Whether they repented and believed
,and had new hearts, they neither seem to know nor care. All they
know is that" they took the Sacrament before they died." My heart
,sinks within me when I hear people resting on such evidence as this.
Now I contend that there is not a text of Scripture to show that
the Lord's Supper was given to be a means either of obtaining forgiveness of sins, or of justifieation, or of conversion. We were not intended
'to believe that it does good to any but those who receive it with faith,
and knowledge, and a right heart. It is not a medicine which acts
'mechanically, irrespectively of the state of mind in which it is received.
It was never meant to give saving grace where there is no grace already,
,m to provide pardon when pardon is not already enjoyed. It eannot
possibly supply the absence of repentance toward God, and faith
'toward the Lord Jesus Christ. It is an ordinance not for the dead
but the living-for the penitent, not for the impenitent-for the
.believing, not for the unbelieving-for the eonverted, not for the un.converted. The unconverted man, who fancies that he ean find a
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short-cut road to heaven by " taking the Sacrament," without treading
the well-worn steps of repentance and faith, w'ill find to his cost one
~lay that he is totally deceived. The Lord's Supper was meant to
increase and help the grace that a man has, but not to impart grace
that he has not. It was certainly never intended to make our peace
with God, to justify, or to convert. To urge the crowds who attend
a very high ceremonial, or are excited by some eloquent missionpreacher, to become communicants without repentance and faith is
most unwise. Nay, more, it does them positive harm. Well says the
Homily of the Sacrament, "The unbelieving and the faithless cannot
feed upon that precious body." The Master of the feast desires to see
at His table not dead guests, but living ones-not the dead service of
formal eating and drinking, but the spiritual service of feeling and loving
hearts. The Word of God testifies distinctly that a man may go to
the Lord's table, and" eat and drink unworthily," may "eat and
drink danmation to himself" (1 Cor. xi. 27, 29). And this, remember,
is the doctrine of the Church Catechism. Its very last question and
answer t~ach that it is required of those who come to the Lord's Supper,
that they "repent, believe, and have charity." To crown all, the
29th Article of our Church expressly declares that communicants who
are "void of a lively faith- are in nowise partakers of Christ" when
they receive the Lord's Supper.
c. For another thing, I cannot find it wriuen that there is wny .-eal
or substantial change in the elements of Imuul a.nd wine afte-r their consecration in the Lord's Buppet. It is needless to say that this view is
held in many quarters of Christendom. I wish I could say it does not
appear to be held by some members of the Church of England. Yet
the painfully extravagant veneration which is given to the chancel,
to the holy table, to the least crnmb of consecrated bread and t.he least
w:op of consecrated wine, in some churches, seems to admit of only
one inte.rpretation.
Now what saith the Scripture! I contend there is nothing in the
four accounts of t;he institution of the Lord's Supper to show that the
twelve disciples regarded the bread as anything but bread, and the
wine as anything but wine, when they received them from their Master's
hands. They showed no awe or surprise. They retained their posture
at the table for anything that is recorded. They did not fall down,
worship, or adore the elements. As godly Jews they would have been
revolted at the idea of drinking literal blood. Those famous words" This is My body; This is My blood "-appear to have fallen on their
ears as simply meauing, " This bread represent.s My body, and this cup
of wine represents My blood." They were liwly emblems and figures,
and nothing more, to the minds of the disciples. They were accustomed
to hear their Master use such language. They remembered His saying,
" The field is the world," " The good seed are the children of the kingdom" (Matthew xiii. 38). It never entered into their minds that He
meant to say He was literally giving them His literal body and blood
to eat and drink.
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Some, I have heard, think fit to reply to all this, that when the
Lord's Supper was first instituted the disciples were only half-instructed,
and did not fully understand what our Lord's words meant when He
said, " This is My body, and this is My blood." That argument will
not do. The fourth account of the institution was written to the
Corinthians at least twenty-five years later by the Apostle St. Paul,
a man fully instructed by the Holy Ghost. In that account three
times over he speaks of the consecrated elements as "the bread and
the cup," and not as " the body and blood." That simple fact appears
to me to settle the question.
After all there remains the unanswerable argument, that if the body
of Him Who was born of the Virgin Mary can be present materially
in the bread and wine of the Lord's table, it cannot be a true human
body. In short, if our Lord was actually holding His own body in
His hands, when He said of the bread, "This is My body," His body
must have been a different body to that of ordinary men. Of course,
if His body was not a body exactly like ours, His real and proper
humanity is at an end. He was not a real man, which is what the
Eutychian, Docetic, and Apollinarian heretics maintained in ancient
days. At this rate the blessed and comfortable doctrine of Christ's
entire sympathy with His people, as very man, would be completely
overthrown, and fall to the groul)-d.
I need not remind you, before leaving this point, that the view I
have set before you is the doctrine of the Church of England. The
28th Article says, " Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance
of bread and wine) in the Supper of the Lord cannot be proved by
holy writ; but it is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many
superstitions."
The rubric at the end of the Communion Service, which has not
yet been cast out of the Prayer-book, contains these emphatic words:
" The sacramental bread and wine in the Lord's Supper remain still
in their very natural substances, ana therefore may not be adored (for
that were idolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful Christians); and the
natural body and blood of our Saviour Christ are in heaven, and not
here; it being against the truth of Christ's natural body to be at one
time in more places than one." If that rubric does not flatly condemn
the teaching of many modern divines about the presence of Christ in
-the Sacrament, under the forms of bread and wine, I am very certain
that words have no meaning at all.
d. In the next place, I cannot find it written that there is any sacrifice
in the Lord's Supper except that of praise and thanksgiving. That it
is a sacrifice, that the minister who consecrates is a sacrificing priest,
that the Lord's table is an altar and )lot a table, and that the Supper
of the Lord is rightly called the Eucharistic Sacrifice-all these are
such common and widely spread opinions that I shall not waste your
time in order to prove their existence, but simply state them.
But what foundation is there for all this view of the Lord's Supper
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in Scripture! There is nothing in the four accounts of the great
transaction in the upper chamber to show that our Lord meant to
institute a sacrifice and not a commemoration, or that the disciples
understood His words in that way. The weak struggling effort made
by some to prove that the Greek words of St. Luke and St Paul
translated" do this" should be rendered" sacrifice this," receives no
support from the best lexicographers, or from the best co=entators
on the Greek Testament, such as Bengel, Kay, Dean Aliord, and Bishop
Wordsworth. The plain meaning is, " Do what I am now doing, after
I leave the world, in remembrance of Me." There is not a text in the
New Testament in which the Christian minister is called a " Hiereus,"
or sacrificing priest. There is only one text in the Epistles in which
it is said" We have an altar," and, curiously enough, that occurs
in the very Epistle of which the main purpose is to show that priests
and sacrifices are completely done away by the "one offering" of
Christ! The" altar" in this text in Heb. xi.ii. 10 means, in my
privat~ opinion, not the Lord's table but Christ Himself. The inmlediate context seems to show this. Only four verses after come the
words, " By Him (not by the table), by Him, even Christ, let us offer
the sacrifice of praise to God continually." And again, "To do good
and communicate forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased" (Heb. xiii. 10, 15, 16). Even Estius, one of the best and
most learned Romish co=entators, is obliged to confess that this is
the true meaning of the p,assage. After all, it is useless to talk of a
sacrifice when there are no priests to offer it; and so long as the Epistle
to the Hebrews stands in the Bible, so long you will never find that
there is any real sacrificing priest but Christ under the Gospel dispensation. Well and rightly says the Homily of the Sacrament, "We must
take heed, lest, of the memorv, it be made a Sacrifice."
I trust I need not remind you that your Prayer-book Communion
Office never once calls the Lord's Supper a sacrifice. The" oblations"
it speaks of in one place are the offering of money in the offertory.
The only" sacrifice" it mentions is that of " praise and thanksgiving" ;
and t.he only " offering" it mentions is that of " ourselves, souls and
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice" unto God. Those
who call the Sacrament a sacrifice cannot possibly prove what they
say to be the doctrine of the liturgy. Nor is the Lord's table ever
called an " altar" in the English Prayer-book. The Reformers of our
Church ordered altars everywhere to be pulled down and removed, and
wooden tables to be set up. Those Churchmen who carelessly call the
Lord's table an " altar," and talk of " altar services," and brides being
" led to the altar" at weddings, are doing immense harm, ignorantly
borrowing the language of the corrupt Church of Rome, and countenancing a mischievous error. Of course I know that the Coronation
Service uses the word "altar." But that Service is no part of the
Prayer-book, and is destitute of authority. If St. Paul rose from the
grave, and was shown an " altar" in a Christian Church, he would not
understand what it meant.
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e. In the next place, I cannot find it written that it is eithe1' necesSa.\·y r
0,. desirable, or useful, f01' communicants to con/ess thei,' sins privately
to a clergyman, and receive absolution before they come to the Lord's
table. That this practice has crept into our Church in these latter
'days, and is spreading extensively, there is too much reason to believe.
I regard it as so deeply objectionable that I cannot altogether pass.
it by.
I maintain that there is not a single verse in the New Testament
to show that the apostles recommended such confession, or that the
first Christians practised it. Desirable or useful it certainly is not.
The habit of private or 'auricular confession to a minister, under any
circumstances, is one of the most mischievous and dangerous inventions
of the corrupt Church of Rome, and has been the cause of enormous
immorality and wickedness. Moreover, it is so expressly condemned
in the "Homily of Repentance," that no minister of the Church of
England has any right to recommend, encourage, or permit it, if he is
faithful to his Ordination vows.
Of course I am aware that habitual confession is thought by some
to be sanctioned by the exhortation in our Communion Service, in
which the minister says: "If any of you cannot quiet his own conscience,
but "equi"eth further comfort or counsel, let him come to me, or some other
discreet and learned minister of God's Word, and open his grief, that by
the ministry of God's Word he may receive the benefit of absolution." I
reply to all who use this argument that it is impossible with any fairness
to extract auricular confession and sacramental absolution out of this
passage. The simple meaning is, that people who are troubled in mind
with some special difficulties of conscience, are advised to go to some
minister and talk privately with him about them, and to get them
cleared up and resolved by texts of Scripture, that is, " by the ministry
of God's Word." This is exactly what many clergymen, conducting
mission serviccs in the present day, do with those who wait for an
" after-meeting" at the end of the sermon. But this is as utterly
unlike the mischievous practice of habitual confession before communion, as wholesome medicine is unlike opium-eating, and water is
unlike poison.
I must be allowed to support what I have just said on this point
by the words of a man of great ability and shrewdness, with whom
unhappily I did not always agree while he lived. I meau the late
Bishop Wilberforce. I take them from the last address which he ever
delivered, only a few days before his sudden death. You will find
them in Dean Burgon's Lives of Twelve Good Men. Bishop Wilberforce
says: "This system of confession is one of the worst developments
of Popery. In the first place, as regards the Penitent, it is a system
of unnatural excitement, a sort of spiritual dram-drinking, fraught
with evil to the whole spiritual constitution. It is nothing short of
the renunciation of the great charge of a conscience which God has
committed to every man-the substitution of confession to man for
the opening of the heart to God-the adopting in every case of a remedy
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only adapted to extreme cases which can find relief in no other way.
"In Families it introduces untold mischief. It supersedes God's
appointment of intimacy between husband and wife, father and
children; substituting another influence for that which ought to be
the nearest and closest, and producing reserve and estrangement where
there ought to be perfect freedom and openness. Lastly, as regards
the Priest to whom confession is made, it brings in a wretched system
of casuistry. But far worse than this, it necessitates the terrible evil
of familiar dealing with sin, and especially the sin of uncleanness."(Vol. ii, p. 55.)
I can add nothing to that. I only express my earnest hope that
the practice of confession before communion will always meet with
your most strenuous and uncompromising opposition.
f. In the next place, I cannot find it uJj'itten that it is necessal'y,
useful, edifying, 01' desimble to receive the Lord's Supper fasting. I fear
there are many strange views in some minds on this subject. You
will distinctly understand that I have not the least objection to early
administrations, if people prefer them. That is not the question.
The ground I take up is of a very different kind.
I contend that the practice of fasting communion is neither commanded nor recommended in Scripture. It is perfectly clear that at
the first institution of the Sacrament, the apostles conld not have
received the elements fasting, because they had just eaten the passover.
There cannot, therefore, be anything very important in this point,
and every believer may use his liberty, and do what he finds edifying
to himself, without condemning others. But it may be feared that
there lies in the minds of many who attach immense value to fasting
communion, a vague belief that the consecrated bread and wine which
we receive are in some mysterious way not real bread and wine, and
ought not therefore to be mixed with other food in our bodies! Such
a belief cannot be praised. Moreover, those who teach that fasting
communion is a rule obligatory on all persons, take up a position which
is not only unscriptural, but even cruel. To go fasting to an early
morning communion is likely to cause the death of delicate persons.
Once more I invite your attention to the weighty words of Bishop
,,yilberforce on this very subject. They were spoken on the same
occasion to which I have already referred, a few days before his death.
. He says: "It is not in a light sense that I say this new doctrine of
fasting communion is dangerous. The practice is not advocated
because a man comes in a clearer spirit and less disturbed body and
mind, able to give himself entirely to prayer and communion with his
God; but on a miserable degraded notion that the consecrated elements
will meet with other food in the stomach. It is a detestable materialism. Philosophically it is a contradiction: because, when the celebration is over, you may hurry away to a meal, and the process about
which you were so scrupulous immediately follows. The whole notion
is simply disgusting."-(Burgon's "Lives of Twelve Good Men," Vol. ii,
p. 56.)
(To be continued.)
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

THE Annual Meeting of the Society will take place on Friday, May 6th
(afternoon and evening) at Caxton Hall. It is hoped friends will keep
t.he date clear so that the meetings may be well attended.
In January a New Year's Tea was given to the Inmates of our
Hornsey Rise Home, and after tea an address by Rev. J. W. Mills
was listened to with pleasure and profit. A similar gathering took
place in March at our Camberwell Home when after tea several brief
addresses were given.
A very heavy loss has befallen the Society by the decease of Mr.
A. G. Blackman. Joining the Board in 1913, he has been most devoted
in his efforts on behalf of the Society, and was a colleague who was
greatly valued. After a brief illness he passed away on Feb. 25th
and will be very greatly missed.
The John E. Hazelton Memorial Fund is now closed, and a copy
of the audited Cash Account will be found in the Quarterly Record
to be issued during the month of April-a copy of which will be sent
to any friend asking for one.
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION: DANGER SIGNALS. By Rev. W. Bardin.
Price Id. (To be had from Rev. W. Bardin, Vicar of St. John's,
Everton, Liverpool.)
This is No. 4 of an excellent series of booklets, pointing out the
danger of Prayer Book revision. The topic discussed is " The Mass,"
and it is clearly, simply, and helpfully dealt with.
We have received A TALK ON DRESS AND DEMEANOUR. By the late
Mrs. James Stephens.
It is specially suited for Christian women and girls. Though first
issued in 1907 it contains helpful and Scriptural teaching well suited
for the present day. There can be no doubt that many Christian
girls and women fail to be influenced by the Word of God in the
matter of dress. This excellent Talk on Dress can be obtained from
10, Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick, London, W.4, at 8d. a dozen.

" WE abhor the very idea of reunion with Rome, unless Rome first
purges herself from her many false doctrines and superstitions."BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
"HENCE election is the fore-ordaining of a definite remnant to be
brought through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth
unto life eternal."-DEA<'1 LAW.
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