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OUR UNFAILING GOD.
" He faileth not."-ZEPHANIAH iii. 5.

THIS chapter opens with a description of the awful moral and
spiritual condition of the city of Jerusalem. Her people were
polluted with sin. They were disobedient to GOD'S voice. They
trusted not in the LORD, and they drew not near to Him in prayer
Her princes and judges were like wild beasts; her prophets were
guilty of treachery; her priests had polluted the sanctuary and
done violence to the law. Yet Jerusalem was still the place in
which the LORD dwelt, and He dwelt there as .• the righteous
LORD." Though Jerusalem's people were given over to sin,
JEHOVAH was still righteous, and a GOD Who" will not do iniquity."
"Every morning doth He bring :gis judgment to light, He faileth
not; but the unjust knoweth no shame." Whatever may be true
ofInen, He faileth not to be unchangeably the same in His character.
He is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works. As
He is unfailing in manifesting His righteous and holy character,
so He is unfailing in His faithfulness to His people. They may
always and under all circumstances rely upon His promises.
1. First, He faileth not to show mercy and compassion to His
people.

His new Covenant promise is, "I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and thei.r iniquities will I remember
no more" (Heb. viii. 12). He faileth not to show mercy to the
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penitent and believing sinner. When such a one forsakes his evil
way and his evil thoughts, and returns unto the LORD, the promise
is, " He will have mercy upon him," " He will abundantly pardon"
(Isa. Iv. 7). What encouragement is here for the awakened and
the alarmed and tremulous sinner. Mercy and abundant pardon
are promised to him by our unfailing GOD. All the prophets bear
witness to this truth. They, with one voice, point to CHRIST, and
assure the awakened sinner that through CHRIST'S Name, "Whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43).
He faileth not to show continuous mercy to His saints. They,
too, need His mercy continually. In their flesh there dwelleth no
good thing. The old nature is always at enmity against GOD,
and the saint has daily reason to mourn over the rebellious uprisings
of a nature which is corrupt and sinful. Before he is aware of it,
some evil thought is cherished or some hasty or ungentle word is
spoken, and he is made to feel how powerfully the flesh lusteth
against the SPIRIT. But how comforting that it is the saints of
GOD who are exhorted to come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that they may obtain mercy. They hat'e obtained mercy, and they
can still obtain mercy from Him Who sits on the throne of grace.
His mercy towards them endureth for ever. They can say, "It is
of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning" (Lam. iii. 22, 23).
How can we praise Him enough that He goes on showing His
mercy to us ~ He will not cast us off, neither will He forsake His
inheritance. He will never reject His people, however unworthy
they are. His mercy towards them reacheth unto the heavens,
and His faithfulness unto the clouds.
2. Secondly, He faileth not to bestow strength upon His people.
How much we need His strength! In ourselves we are feeble
in body, mind, and soul. Often we are made specially to feel our
helplessness. We shrink from the duties which lie before us by
reason of felt weakness. We feel, it may be, physically unfit for
the labours of the day. Mental work also may be a burden. We
do not feel strong, fresh and vigorous for some mental effort which
needs to be made. The temptations which confront us call for
courage, and we feel timid and afraid. How comforting in such
circumstances are the promises of Divine strength. How cheering
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to know that our faithful GOD will never fail to give strength
and power to His people. Moses was confident of this when he
said to Israel, "Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be
afraid of them: for the LORD thy GOD, He it is that doth go
with thee; He mU not fail thee, nor forsake thee." Similar words
of encouragement were spoken to Joshua, who was destined to lead
GOD'S people into their promised inheritance. (See Deut. xxxi, 6, 8.)
Similar promises are made to all GOD'S people. "The LORD will
give strength unto His people; the LORD will bless His people
with peace" (Ps. xxix. 11). They are faint and feeble in themselves,
but "He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no
might He increaseth strength" (Isa. xl. 29).
Abundant supplies of strength are laid up for them. They have
but to ask and He gives. They that wait upon Him, "Shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
.,hall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk and not faint."
He will not fail to strengthen, to help, and to uphold His pr:1ying
people with the right hand of His power.
Let us come boldly, then, to His throne of grace to find grace
to help in time of need. For daily duties, difficulties, and temptations, He is able to make all grace abound toward us. Let us lean
on Him, and we shall experience the truth of the promise, "As
thy days, so shall thy strength be" (Deut. xxxiii. 25).
3. Thirdly, He faileth not to direct and guide His people.

How often they need guidance. They know not what way to
go, what course to take, what answer to give to some letter or
request which reaches them, but the LORD fails not to guide and
direct His trusting people. "In" all thy ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct thy paths" (Prov. iii. 6). He leads His people
forth by the right way. They may not see this at first, but as
they look back, they realize the wisdom of His plans and arrangements for them, and they are ready to acknowledge that He led
them on safely and wisely. The promise, "The LORD shall guide
thee continually," assures them that He never fails to direct and
guide His dependent children.
4. Fourthly, He never fails to provide for His people.

It matters not whether His people are rich or poor, they are
always dependent on His bounty and goodness. The banks of the
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rich may fail unless He designs still to supply their wants through
the wealth stored up in them. The Bank of heaven, from which
the poor saints especially draw their supplies, never fails. How
ever large the run on this Bank may be, there is no limit to the
supplies, no difficulty in cashing the largest cheques. This Bank
is open at all hours, night and day. It is easily accessible to all
the LORD'S people in every part of the inhabited earth. Even a
sigh or a groan is heard by the great Banker, and full and prompt
supplies are granted to all redeemed applicants. He is able to use
all manner of unlikely means to feed His people. In the case of
Elijah He issued a command to the ravens, and they brought him
bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening.
Then he issued a command to a poor widow woman to sustain
the prophet. She had only a handful of meal and a little oil in a
eruse, but the LORD said, "The barrel of meal shall not waste,
neither shall the eruse of ml fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth
rain upon the earth."
Sometimes His people are inclined to select the means which
the LORD may use to supply their wants, but often the LORD
makes use of other and less likely means in order to bring the
·more glory to His own Name and to show His people the fony
of leaning on props of their own choosing. It is not for us to
dictate to Him by whom He shall help us. We may, however,
be sure that He will not fail to supply His people with bread to
eat and raiment to put on. The promise is, " My GOD shall supply
all your need according to His riches in glory by CHRIST JESUS"
(Phil. iv. 19).
5. Lastly, He faileth not to fulfil all His promises.

He has given to us "exceeding great and precious promises,"
and "He is faithful that promised." We may rely with confidence therefore on His Word. "What He hath promised He is
able to perform." His character as "the faithful GOD" and His
unlimited power, secure the fulfilment of all His promises.
Being unchangeable, "He ahideth faithful." We may sometimes
be disposed to say, " Is His mercy clean gone for ever? Doth His
promise fail for evermore? Hath GOD forgotten to be gracious ?
Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies? '.' But we are
brought to acknowledge, "This is my infirmity." Then we go on
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to say, "I will remember the years of the right hand of the

MOST

HIGH. I will remember the works of the LORD: surely I will
remember Thy wonders of old. I will meditate also of all Thy
work, and talk of Thy doings" (Ps. lxxvii. 8-12). When we recall
how GOD hath wrought for His people in times gone by, how He
has been true t,o His promises and hath done wondrous things on
their behalf, we are constrained to say:
" He Who has helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through;
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
He will Dot suffer His faithfulness to fail. He will never break
any of His promises. All His promises in reference to preservation, provision, guidance, and final glorification; all His promises
in reference to prayer and in reference to the LORD'S return for
His people; all His promises in reference to resurrection and
eternal blessedness will be fulfilled to the letter.
Earthly friends may fail; banks may break; incomes may be
lessened and trade may be bad, but He faileth not. He remains at
all times the unchangeable and unfailing GOD of His redeemed
people. In the history of the people of Israel we read, "There
failed not ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken
unto the house of Israel; all came to pass" (Joshua xxi. 45). This
is the testimony of the inspired historian, and it is the testimony
which all the Israel of GOD can give concerning His gracious dealings
with them. Take comfort, then, ye children of GOD, from the
blessed assurance that "He faileth not."
" Tell of His wondrous faithfulness,
And sound His power abroad;
Sing the sweet promise of His grace,
And our performing GOD.
" Engraved as in eternal brass,
The mighty promise shines;
Nor can the powers of darkness rase
Those everlasting lines."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lyrm.

(Thomas

HO?JAJ~ton).
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THE 'BODY OF OUR LORD JESUS OHRIST.
" A body hast Thou prepared Me."-HEBREWS x. 5.

OUR Lord Jesus Ohrist is the speaker of these words. He knew
that it was not possible for the blood of bulls and of goats to take
away sins. Such sacrifices were only typical. Hence He said,
" Sacrifice and offering" (i.e., of this character) "Thou wouldest
not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me." Thou hast prepared
for Me a human body, that I might, as the incarnate Saviour, offer
Myself as a sacritice. To this end, "I come to do Thy will, 0
God." I come to do what the sacrifices offered by the law could
not do. I come to offer Myself without spot to God. I come
really and effectually to put away sin by the sacriBce of Myself.
Thus He took away and abolished the old sacrifices that He might
establish the one sacrifice which He offered once for all. That
one sacrifice is indeed efficacious to secure the forgiveness of sins.
By obedience to His Father's will in offering Himself without spot
to God, His people are sanctfiied. They are "sanctified through
the ofjer~ng of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." They are set
apart from the world and cleansed by His efficacious blood from
all their sins. "For by one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified." That offering really purges the conscience. (See Heb. ix. 14; x. 4-18.)
Now in order that Ohrist might offer Himself as an efficacious
sacrifice for sin He must needs become incarnate. He must become
human. He must take into union with Himself a human nature.
Hence He must be possessed of a human body and a human spirit.
It is about His body that we want specially to write in this article.
Its history is deeply interesting and instructive to all His people.
Moreover, a right knowledge of the truth concerning our Lord's
human body will fortify us against one of the most serious errors
of the Anglo-Oatholics.
1. First, then, we are taught that our Lord's body was Divinely
prepared for Him.
" A body didst Thou prepare for Me" (R.V.).
The word translated" prepared," means to (it or frame for one's
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self, to pepare. The meaning seems to be that God Himself fitted
or framed or prepared a human body for His eternal Son. He
did this first in His eternal purpose. He planned the incarnation
of His eternal and well-beloved Son. He arranged to send forth
His Son, "made of a woman, made under the law," to redeem
His people who were under the law, that they might receive the
adoption of sons.
Fausset says, "A body Thou didst prepare in Thy eternal
counsel." He quotes Wahl as saying, "In Thy counsels Thou
didst determine to make for Me a body, to be a sacrificial
victim."
Dr. Gill says on these words, " A real natural body, which stands
for the whole human nature; and is carefully expressed, to show
that the human nature is not a person. This was prepared in the
book of God's purposes and decrees, and in the council and
Covenant of grace; and was curiously formed by the Holy Ghost in
time, for the second Person, the Son of God, to clothe Himself
with . . . and that He might dwell in, and in it do the will of
God and perform the work of man's redemption. . . . Thus by
having a true body prepared for Him, and a willing mind to offer
it up, He became fit for sacrifice."
The words, " A body didst Thou prepare for Me," would .therefore indicate the Divine purpose, and the carrying out of that
purpose when our Lord was "conceived by the Holy Ghost" and
"born of the Virgin Mary."
We thus see that our Lord did not become incarnate by chance.
His incarnation, His becoming man, His taking into union with
Himself a human body, was the outcome of a Divine purpose and
the outcome of the putting forth of supernatural power. Moreover, behind the Divine purpose was God's eternal love for the
people whom He had chosen in Christ. That He might save them
He prepared a human body for His eternal Son, that He might,
in human form, offer Himself as an efficacious sacrifice to put
away the sins of His people, and secure their eternal salvation.
(See John i. 14; Heb. ii. 14, 15.)
2. Secondly, we are taught that Christ's body was a body by means
of which He obeyed His Father's will.
He said, "Lo, I come" (i.e., in human form), "to do Thy will,
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o God." The members of His body were the instruments by
which He was obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
He was obedient to His Father always. He could say, "I do
always those things that please Him" (John viii. 29). His meat
was to do His Father's will. All the members of His body were
active in His Father's service.
His hand was used to touch and heal the leper, the sick, and the
blind. (See Matt. viii. 3, 15; xx. 34.)
His hand of power rescued Peter from a watery grave (Matt.
xiv. 31).
His outstretched hand owned His disciples as His brethren
(Matt. xii. 49). With lifted up hands He blessed them ere He was
carried up into heaven (Luke xxiv. 50).
. When about to bless little infants, "He took them up into His
arms," and "put His hands upon them" (Mark x. 16).
. His feet moved from place to place in obedience to His Father's
will. He" went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil" (Acts x. 38).
His Divine Majesty was displayed when He went unto His
disciples, "walking on the sea."
His ears listened patiently to the petitions of those who came
to ~m.
His eyes wept tears of sympathy at the grave of Lazarus, and
over impenitent Jerusalem.
His mouth spake gracious words which inspired His hearers with
wonder.
In all the activities of the members of His body He was fulfillirl.g
perfectly the law of God, which-was in His heart. He was rendering that obedience which His people failed to render.
3. Thirdly, we are taught that Christ's body was like ours in everything, with the exception of sin.
His was a true, a real human nature; but it was sinless. He
"was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."
" Christ in the truth of our nature was made like unto us in all
things, sin only except, from which He was clearly void, both in
His flesh, and in His Spirit" (Article XV). "In Him," the Apostle
John says, "is no sin" (1 John iii, 5).
The record of His life on earth, however, shows that His body
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was capable of being weary and tired. He was capable of hunger
and thirst as we are. He needed sleep as we do. Moreover, the
,question, "Is not this the carpenter ~ " suggests that He engaged
in manual labour during one part of His life, even as we do. (See
John iv. 6--8; Mark vi. 3; Matt. viii. 24.)
Thus our Lord as man can fully sympathize with His people in
their times of hard work, weariness, hunger, and thirst. He is a
High Priest Who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities.
His human body had its limItations as ours has.
4. Fourthly, His body was mortal as ours is.
It was liable to die. In His case, however, when death overtook Him, it was not because of any sin of His own. He was
wholly without sin. But on account of His people's sins He laid
•down His life and passed through death. J ehovah had laid on
Him the iniquity of all His people, and He carried up their sins
in His own body to the tree, and there He bore the penalty which
their sins merited. There He was made a curse for His people,
and thus redeemed them from the curse of the law. We are
" sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all" (Heb. x. 10). His body hung on the cross: there He
died: there His body was pierced. From thence J oseph of
Arimathrea took his body, assisted by another secret, but devoted
disciple, and lovingly wrapped it in linen clothes with the spices,
and buried it in Joseph's own new tomb, which he had hewn out
in the rock. (See Matt. xxvii. 57-60; John xix. 38-42.)
By His atoning death He reconciled His people" in the body
of His flesh through death" to present them" holy and unblameable
and unreproveable in His sight" (Gol. i. 21, 22).
His death, we need ever to remember, was unique. It stands
entirely alone. He died at His own time. He died voluntarily.
He died on purpose. No human being took His life from Him.
He gave His life, gave it voluntarily, a ransom for many. Out of
infinite love to the people whom the Father had given Him He died
for their sins, suffered in their stead, atoned fully, and finally, and
exhaustively, for their sins. If we have tasted of His forgiving
grace and His redeeming mercy, we can never tire of giving glory
to Him Who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own
blood.
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5. Fifthly, His body rose from the dead.

He had previously said, speaking of the temple of His body,
"Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up" (John
ii. 19-21). Accordingly, the very same body which was crucified,
which died and was buried, rose again the third day. The godly
women noted where His body was buried, and when the Sabbath
was past, they came early to anoint His body, but they found
that the tomb was empty. His body was no longer there. An
angel, however, said to them, "He is not here: for He is risen,
as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay." His body
had risen, and in that same body He appeared to His disciples.
In proof of this, "He showed them His hands and His feet," and
He said to Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold My
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side:
and be not faithless, but believing" (Luke xxiv. 40; John xx. 27).
Christ's body was not allowed to see corruption. Our bodies are
sown in corruption, but raised in incorruption; sown in dishonour,
but raised in glory; sown in weakness, but raised in power. The
corruptible is to put on incorruption, and the mortal to put on
immortality. The resurrection of Christ's body is the pledge of
the resurrection to glory and blessedness of the bodies of all His
redeemed people.
6. Sixthly, we are taught that Christ with the same body in whioh
He lived, died and rose again, ascended into heaven, and t'.s now on
the right hand of God.
Having shown Himself alive on many occasions to His Apostles,
"He led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His
hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while He blessed
them, He was parted from them, and carried up into heaven."
The very same Jesus in the very same body was taken up from them
into heaven. Thus He is still" very Man," as well as " very God."
The fourth Article of the Church of England expresses the faith
of the Church of God when it says, "Christ did truly rise again
from death, and took again His body, with flesh, bones, and all
things appertaining to the perfection of man's nature; wherewith
He ascended into heaven, and there sitteth, until He return to
judge all men at the last day."
The Scotch Confession of Faith says, "On the third day He
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arose from the dead, with the same body in whwh He suffered,. W'tth
which also He ascended into heaven, and there sitteth at the right
hand of His Father, making intercession; and shall return to
judge men and angels at the end of the world" (chapter viii.. 4).
We need in these days of Anglo-Catholic error to strongly insist
on this Scriptural truth. Christ's body is "in heaven, and not
here; it being against the truth of Christ's natural Body to be
at one time in more places than one" (Black Rubric at the end of
the Communion Service).
The idea that the bread and wine in the Lord's Supper become
the body and blood of Christ, and are therefore to be adored,
is contrary alike to Scripture and to reason. Scripture teaches
that Christ's body is now in heaven, and that He in bodily form
will remain there until He returns again according to His promise.
By His Spirit He always and everywhere dwells in the hearts of
His people, but His body is to remain in heaven on the right hand
of God until His enemies be made His footstool. (See Ps. ex. 1 ;
Acts iii. 21.)
Archbishop Cranmer well says, " After His death He rose again
with the self same visible and palpable body, and appeared therewith,
and showed the same unto His apostles, and specially to Thomas,
making him to put his hands into His side and to feel His wounds.
And with the self same body He forsook this world, and ascended
into heaven (the apostles seeing and beholding His body when it
ascended) and now sitteth at the right hand of His Father, and
there shall remain until the las! day, when He shall come to judge

the quick and the dead. This is the true Catholic faith which
the Scripture teacheth, and the 11Iiiversal Church of Christ hath
ever believed from the beginning, until 'within these four or five
hundred years last past that the Bishop of Rome, with the assistance of his papists, hath set up a new faith and belief of their
own devising, that the same body really, corporally, naturally,
and sensibly is in this world still, and that in an hundred thousand
places at one time, being enclosed in every pix and bread consecrated" (Cranmer on " The Lord's Supper," page 97).
7. Lastly, the body of our Lord Jesus Christ is the same body in
which He will return from heaven to welcome His people unto Himself.

The very same Jesus Who in the body of His flesh, died;..rose
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again, and ascended is coming again in human form. Modernists
and antichristians may deny this. In fact, it is a mark of antichristianism to deny it. "Many deceivers are gone forth into the
world, even they that confess not that Jesus Ohrist cometh in the
flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist" (2 John 7, RV.).
Nevertheless, "He that cometh shall come, and shall not tarry"
(Heb. x. 37, RV.). "The son of Man" (in bodily form) "shall
come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him" (Matt. xxv. 31).
He will descend from heaven with a shout of triumph. He will be
the central Figure of the myriads of angels who will accompany
Him. "Our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we wait
for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall fashion anew
the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body
of His glory, according to the worh.ring whereby He is able even to
subject all things unto Himself" (Phi!. iii. 20, 21, RV.). This,
dear children of God, is our sure and certain hope. " We know
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall
see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2). Then, when we see His face,
we shall be ready to say, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever and ever" (Rev. v. 13).
" Thou art coming, Thou art coming;
We shall meet Thee on Thy way,
We shall see Thee, we shall know Thee,
We shall bless Thee, we shall show Thee
All our hearts could never say;
What an anthem that will be,
Music rapturously sweet,
Pouring out our'love to Thee
At Thine own all-glorious feet."
THE EDITOR,

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Hottghton).

" No armour is proof against the darts of Divine vengeance. Case
the criminal in steel, and it is all one; He that made him, can make
His sword approach to him. That which to us seems altogether casual,
is done by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God."Matthew Henry.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For though He was crucified through weakness, yet He liveth by the
power of God. For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with
Him by the power of God toward you."-2 CORINTIDANS xiii. 4.
WHAT a blessed privilege to the saints of God, when trials come thick
and fast and the soul is assaulted with manifold temptations, to get
away from them all, teasing and annoying, harassing and perplexing
as they may be, and sit down in faith's contemplation beneath the
shadow of Calvary! There is peace! even blood-bought peace!
"Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the cross are sanctified:
Peace is there, that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide."

It is there, beloved, that you and I find our burdens rolled away,
and a fresh vision granted of the unutterable, amazing Divine love,
which should rightly make us forget our paltry troubles as we consider
Him, and what He, as the Incarnate God, the sinless, holy, spotless
Lamb of God, suffered there! He
"Bare all incarnate God could bear
With strength enough and none to spare."

In such-like meditation the writer was lost recently under those
words, "In I1is humiliation, His judgment was taken away." And
oh! how the love of Jesus was set forth as one thought of His silence
before His accusers; and how, when they reviled and railed on Him,
He answered not a word! He was dumb before His accusers, when
with one word from His mouth He could have condemned and committed them to eternal perdition, or with a momentary discovery to
them of His deity, He could have silenced them as He did the soldiers
in the garden, who" went backward and fell to the ground." But
He had taken our nature upon Him and was in all points tempted
like as we are, only sin excepted. That holy body, prepared for Him
of His Father, was to take upon it all the infirmities of our flesh and
all that mortal man could be liable to in sufferings, yet without sin;
and thus He gave Himself up willingly to be " crucified through weakness," whilst as God He could have resisted their power to crucify
Him; He could have commanded twelve legions of angels to come
to His succour. But He had set His face" as a flint." He had come
to this sin-stricken earth not only to do, but to delight in doing, His
Father's will, and bear upon His holy Person the iniquity of His people,
which was laid upon Him.
Thus says the Apostle, "He was crucified through weakness."
Weakness of the flesh, indeed, in suffering, groaning, bleeding, dying,
and with the weight of sin upon Him-sin which could have sunk
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a world to endless perdition. Weakness when His holy lips cried
out, "I thirst"; weakness indeed, when the cry was wrung from
His heart, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" Yet
over and above that weakness, was the omnipotent, invincible strength
of the God-Man, the "mighty" and "strong" Redeemer. What
grace He manifested when He presently opened H~s lips to declare
to that dying but penitent thief at His side, "To-day shalt thou
be with Me in Paradise"; and a trophy of redeeming love and
blood went with Him that day to glory. "Crucified through weakness," and yet He could say, " Of them Thou hast given Me I have
lost none" and none could pluck them out of His hands. Oh! dwell
upon it, children of God! Think what it meant for Him to make
Himself "of no reputation"; to take upon Him "the form of a
servant" and to be " made in the likeness of men"; and to " humble
Himself" and to "become obedient unto death," even the ignominious "death of the cross "-the way they put criminals to death!
That was suffering indeed for our sins and being "crucified through
weakness."
When you have paid such a visit as this to Calvary, do you feel,
dear reader, that you have the smallest spark of humility in you 1
I confess I have not. Do you feel any adequate love to your blessed
Redeemer Who thus gave His life a ransom for you ~ Oh, no; you
say:
"Love so ama.zing, so divine,
Demands my life, my soul, my all."
And do you gladly give up all " daily" and" take up your cross"
to "follow Him "~ I trow not, if the writer knows anything of her
own sinful, selfish, divided heart.
Is it Christ, your Lord, suffering, bleeding, dying there "through
weakness," and all for you, a poor, guilty, undone sinner, who but
for it must sink eternally into hell, and are you unmoved to feeling
and tears ~
11 Am I a stone?
and not a sheep,
That I can stand, 0 Christ, beneath Thy cross,
To number, drop by-drop, Thy blood's slow loss,
And yet not weep?
Not so those women loved,
Who with exceeding grief lamented Thee;
Not so fall'n Peter weeping bitterly;
Not so the thief was moved.
Not so the sun and moon
Which hid their faces in a starless sky;
A horror of great darkness at broad noon,
I, only I!
Yet gi"e not 0 'er,
But seek Thy sheep, true Shepherd of the flock;
Greater than Moses, turn and look once more
(Rossetti.
And smite a rock! (my heart)."

The Gospel Magazine

158

And such grace-constraining pleading will never be in vain. We
have a glorious side to our text, and after the solemn consideration of
the first part, we have the soul-reviving words of the inspired Apostle,
"For though He was crucified through weakness, yet He liveth by
the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live
with Him by the power of God toward you." And that holy Sufferer
declared of every member of His mystical body, "Because I live, ye
shall live also." He was raised from the dead by the power of God
His Father, as He was also raised by His own power. He was" declared
to be the Son of God with power," and He ever liveth at the right hand
of God as Mediator, invested with all honour, glory, power, and
majesty. He is there as the representative of every redeemed son
and daughter, pledged to bring them safe Home to His and His Father's
glory. This was" the joy that was set before Him," and why" He
endured the cross, despising the shame." As" a Man of sorrows,"
He gave Himself up to all manner of sufferings. He subjected Himself
voluntarily to be despised and rejected, to be stricken, smitten, and
afliicted, to suffer all the waves and billows of Divine wrath for sin to go
over His sinless head; to sweat, as it were, great drops of blood in His
agony of soul. Then having endured all the contradiction of sinners
and having been hurried from one judgment hall to another, the
blessed Redeemer became too faint to bear His cross, so that they
" compel" one on the roadside to bear it for Him, and Simon the
Cyrenian trod the last steps with the God-Man to Calvary, bearing
His cross. And from that cross of degradation went forth those
marvellous and wonderful utterances. Then, oh wonders of heaven,
the Man" crucified through weakness," yet cried with a loud voice,
" It is finished." And His Father heard it, and was well pleased
with His beloved Son. As Dean Milman wrote:
"Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain!
Then take, 0 God, Thy power, and reign."
And this Jesus shortly after did! It was not possible for the grave
to hold Him. He must rise the third day as He declared of Himself,
and He Who was by wicked hands "crucified through weakness,"
"liveth by the power of God."
Oh! beloved reader, look away from yourself when sins annoy and
disturb your peace. Get away to the shadow of Calvary, and dwell
upon His work there, and why He died and what He declared that
doing and dying should accomplish for poor, guilty, consciously-needy
sinners, and then:
" Cease, cease your tears, ye saints, and tell
How high your Great Deliverer reigns;
Sing how He spoiled the hosts of hell,
And led His captive, death, in chains.
Say 'Live for ever, wondrous King,
Born to redeem and strong to save;'
Then ask of death, o! where's thy sting?
And where thy victory,· boasting grave?" . (Watts.)
11
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In the power and right of His own" finished" work on Calvary,rHe
is pledged to bring every redeemed sinner Home to His Father's
glory! Dear fellow-sinner, you whose hope lies alone in " Jesus' .blood
and righteousness," can you any longer doubt that He will do this for
you 1 His mission in coming to this earth was to seek and to save
them that were lost, and your acknowledgement is, without Him I
should be lost! He came to " save sinners" and you are daily mourning over your sins! He came to call the" weary and heavy-laden"
ones unto Himself for" rest," and you are certainly feeling how weary
and burdened you are by indwelling sin, and longing to rest from it
and to hear His voice, "Come unto Me." You hear Him saying with
all His matchless mercy and amazing grace, "All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh to Me, I will
in no wise cast out." Can you doubt His Word 1 He, on the ground
of His meritorious cross and passion, could declare, "All power is
given unto Me in heaven and in earth," and blessed be His holy Name,
in every visit by faith to Calvary, the child of God, the most advanced
saint, or the Spirit-convinced and burdened sinner fleeing there for
Tefuge, can never separate the two natures of the" dear dying Lamb."
He was God as well as Man. It was the blood of the God-Man which
He shed, so that all He suffered and did was infinite, without spot,
blemish, or failure, and encourages the weakest saint, the most selfcondemned sinner, to cast himself upon such a Saviour, and to hope
in th~ mercy of such a God. "For though He was crucified through
weakness, yet He liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak
in Him, but we shall live with Him, by the power of God toward you."
R.

THE FOUNTAIN OF CHRIST'S BLOOD.
THE fountain is the blood of Jesus Christ, which is able to cleanse from
sin by the Divine ordinance and appointment. The ever-blessed
Trinity have given it an almighty power in order to its answering all
the purposes of cleansing; and therefore it is called by the apostle,
"the blood of the everlastmg Covenant"; because the eternal Three
entered into a Covenant, and by an eternal purpose decreed to bring
many sons unto glory through the obedience and blood-shedding of
Jesus Christ. He being a Person in the Godhead, co-equal and coeternal with the Father, undertook as their Representative to obey
the law for them, and to suffer the penalties; to shed the blood, and
to die the death which they deserved, and thus to satisfy all the
demands which the Father's justice had upon them. The Father
accepted Him as their substitute, and was well-pleased with them
for His sake; even before He came in the flesh; and when He did
come in the fulness of time, He reconciled His Father to them by His
life and death; and when He said upon the cross, "It is finished,"
then the blood of the everlasting Covenant made a full and perfect
atonement for their sins.-W. Romaine.
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Strmons nub Notes of Sermons.
"THE KING OF GLORY."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" Wlw is even at the right hand of God."-RoMANS viii. 34.
(Concluded from page 72.)
IT had always been the Father's purpose to glorify His dear Son.
When the Lord Jesus shall come to be glorified-mark, the words are
not mine-" when He shall come to be glorified in His saints," that
will indeed be a glorifying day to Him as for His. We are right when
we speak of the glorification of the Lord Jesus, Son of man, Son of
God, one Christ, in association with His humiliation; when we have
in our minds to dwell upon His low estate when He was a Servant
on earth, One made of a woman under the Law, and then compare
that low estate with His present estate of exaltation, we are justified,
then, in speaking of His glorification. But we shall go back far behind
and beyond all this in thought. In the seventeenth of John and the
fifth verse He Himself addressing the Father speaks of the glory He had
with Him "before the world was," so that there you see our minds
are carried back into that infinite past, and we find that then the
Son was the subject of His Father's glory-the subject of His Father's
glory. "The glory that I had with Thee before the world was." Now
the Father's confidence in His Son as covenanting Surety illustrates,
we see again, the glory conferred by the Father upon the Son. In
a past eternity the Father committed into the hands of His own dear
Son the entire responsibility of the salvation of the Church of God.
Now, I say that in regard to Office-relationships between the Son and
the Father, here we have the Son indeed glorified. Does not the fact
that the Father committed all salvation to the Son signify the Father's
absolute confidence in His Son ~ He fully credits Him with purpose
of heart to die for sinners, to take their guilty place, their iniquity
to be transferred from them to Him and judged unto the uttermost
in His sinless, substituted Person. - This indeed glorified the Son that
He should be trusted by the Father with so great a work.
Then, again, we see the Father glorifying the Son when He in due
time sends Him forth-sends Him forth. It is very remarkable that
the counsels Divine should so have ordained it that four thousand
years should elapse between the Fall and the Redemption, four thousand
years, four millenniums! And then it says, "When the fulness of the
time was come, God sent forth His Son," so that you see He had
previously fixed the time; and it was not until had come the fulness
of that set time, made up of time and times, that He sent forth His
Son. He will "hasten it in His time "-that is a remarkable combination of thought. "The Lord will hasten it "-we would expect
then that it should be quickly done, but the qualifying clause follows
-" in His time"; and therefore God in those four thousand years iJ:>
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represented to us as waiting, waiting. God always honours His own
spoken or written Word, and He waits till the time comes for that
which He has pre-ordained, or foreknown. And the statement which
has just passed my lips is as true of the individual believer as of the
Church of God considered as a whole. If the Lord put a promise, write
a promise-for God does in the experience of His people re-write His
promises upon their hearts, not their natural hearts-these are hearts
of stone-but upon the fleshy tables of the new heart, fleshy not fleshly,
living flesh, impressible, receptive, highly sensitive to the handwriting
of the living God-ye are the epistle of Christ-I say, when He is
pleased to write, re-write, a promise upon the heart of one of His
people He gives pledge in this that a time is fixed in the Divine counsel
for the performing of that thing. Whenever you get, dear child of
God, a promise sweetly brought home, take a note of it and at once
enjoy the privilege of anticipating its Divine accomplishment. Though
the vision tarry it will not lie, it will speak in the end when the set time
comes. So it was in the case of the Lord Jesus. For four thousand
years God kept on promising His people, "He is coming; I am going
to send Him, and when He comes He will work wonders of grace,
mercy, and salvation." Dear friends, how imperfectly we comprehend
those glorious prophecies of Isaiah. Isaiah did foretell Gospel times.
Were we more spiritually minded, were we more deeply indebted by
experience to the teaching of the Holy Ghost, we should read and read
and read again those evangelical prophecies of Gospel times of Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Daniel, Hosea, and others, and realize in consequence the
fulfilment of God's faithful Word. Because many of those prophecies
have taken the form of Orientai poetry we are too prone-we are
disposed-to overlook the fact, the solid realities that lie underneath.
The Bible as a whole is an Oriental Book, and it ought to be studiedif it is to be studied intelligently-it ought to be studied in view of
that fact. Now there is a class of interpreters who literalize the poetry
of Isaiah and the poetry of those other blessed books of prediction,
and because these things were not literally fulfilled are postponing
their accomplishment and, as I humbly submit, are missing the mark
and losing their present enjoyment, whereas if we were more deeply
taught in the Word of God we should find that we are living in the
dispensation of the fulfilment of these glorious, Divine predictions.
And so the Father sent forth in due time, His own time, His dear
Son, and when He was born (speaking after the flesh) at Bethlehem,
what an outburst there was of heavenly glory! What voices of
rejoicing filled the air! You know some of the utterances on that
occasion. "Glory" was the keynote. "Glory" was dominant in all
that was said. Glory on earth, glory in heaven, because the Father
had kept His promise and had sent the Ransomer, and had sent the
Ransom Himself, and had found this Blessed One all-sufficient, allsufficient, for the purposes of salvation. Great was the joy in heaven
when that work was entered upon by the Holy Child Jesus.
The Father again glorified the Son throughout the time of His sojourn
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here among us those three and thirty and a half years, subject to the
law the whole time, and standing in a relationship to the Father in
which He never before had stood. In the relationship of a Servant, the
Father again glorified Him, glorified His Servant. "Behold," He said,
"My Servant, Mine Elect One, in Whom My soul delighteth." He
took great delight in His Servant, His Own dear Son, His Son-ServantWho took equal delight in doing the will of Him Who had sent Him.
And throughout the life of the Lord Jesus we have evidences of the
Father's pleasure in His dear Son. Upon that, however, I shall not
dwell in detail.
We proceed another step, an important one, to the cross as the
climax of the life of Jesus under the law, because when once He had
risen from the dead He was no longer under the law. When He rose
from the dead, then He resumed that blessed relationship again, He
was declared to be-not the Servant of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, but He was declared to be-" the Son of God
.with power" by the resurrection from the dead. Now I say that the
Father in raising His dear Son from the dead and setting Him free,
free from the prison-house of penalty in which He had been for His
people's sake placed, declared, "Thou art My only-begotten Son,"
" Thou art My beloved Son." How the Father rejoiced on that morning
to receive back again into His arms Him Whom He had so lately cut
off, as we are told in the fifty-third, of Isaiah. He was cut off in the
midst of His days. As His cry on the cross obliges us to believe, He
was forsaken of the consolations and the beholdings of His Father's
presence, " My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" "Yes,
for a little moment I forsook Thee in My wrath, but with everlasting
kindness will I gather Thee." But what an embracing of the Blessed
One on the part of the Father when He raised Him from the accursed
death of the cross, honour and glory again conferred upon Him. And
then, and to this we have already referred, when He received Him
back into the Heavenly glory to take up a position there He never
before had occupied. This was His first visit to heaven as Son of Man.
For He took substance, He took substance on earth, human substance,
a reasonable soul and a real body; in flesh subsisting, and now in a
glorified body He enters the Heavens and receives there the acclamations of the Celestial City whose eternal gates were thrown open as He
approached, and now He is even at the right hand of God, fellowbelievers, for us. Oh, it is that which constitutes satisfaction to His
soul, that all this glory has been conferred upon Him, our Advocate
with the Father, for our sakes. It was for the love the Father bore
us that He sent forth His' only-begotten Son, and it was for the love
He bore us that the Lord Jesus laid down His life in sacrifice for our
sins, and in ransom of our persons. And so this verse, had we time to
dwell on it, runs: "Who is even at the right hand of God, Who also
maketh intercession for us." Think of Him thus, fellow-believers.
Seek also grace to be much more occupied with the Son of Man in the
Heavenly places. He has not, you know, forgotten the wormwood and
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the gall. He has not forgotten what it cost Him to reach that place
of honour for us. For our sakes He went through all He suffered.
He upon the throne thus there sits, the Man of God's right hand
Whom He has made so strong for Himself, made Him strong for Himself and to carry out His purposes, strong for us-that is the meaning
of it. Let us draw out of the deeps of His sympathy, of His tender
compassion and His unquenchable love, and thus we shall grow in grace
and manifest to others that we have risen from the dead and know
something of what it is to be seated together with Christ in Heavenly
places.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT "PROVIDENCE" CHAPEL, BRIGHTON, ON THURSDAY
EVENING, JANUARY 24th, 1924, BY THE LATE
REV. J. W. DANCE, A.K.C.
" But one thing is needful: and Mary hath clwsen that good part, which
shall not be taken away from her."-LuKE x. 42.

THAT the little household at Bethany was highly esteemed by the
Lord, we have abundant evidence, for there He was both a welcome
and a willing guest. We are distinctly told, " Now Jesus loved Martha,
and her sister, and Lazarus" (John xi. 5). It is worthy of our notice
that Martha is here first mentioned, lest we should draw an inference
from the narrative by Luke, that Martha had no real interest in the
things that really matter. All three members were embraced in that
love, a fact which constitutes that household a truly blessed circle.
It is a mercy if but one of a household be the beloved of the Lord,
and though that one may not be understood by the rest-may often
be opposed and even distressed-yet that one brings a blessing upon
the household. Is it not recorded that Laban says of Jacob, "I
pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes tarry: for I have
learned by experience that the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake"
(Gen. xxx. 27), and that Joseph's presence in the house of Potiphar
brought a blessing 1 "And it came to pass from the time that he had
made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the
Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the house, and in the
field" (Gen. xxxix. 5). How truly blessed then must be that house
when all the members are like this household at Bethany, distinctly
marked by the Lord's love.
The Apostle Paul specially urges the grace of hospitality, saying,
" Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality" (Rom.
xii. 13). And again, "Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares." (Heb. xiii. 2) We
have no doubt he refers to the conduct of Abraham as recorded in
the eighteenth chapter of Genesis. That being the rule of Christian
conduct, how much more should the Lord be honoured in His people.
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Now, it is Martha who is specially mentioned in verse 38, " A certain
woman named Martha received Him into her house," and there can
be no doubt that she desired to honour the Lord with every attention
that a good hostess can bestow. Incidentally it is mentioned, " And
she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard
His word" (verse 39).
We hear a good deal in our day about the subject of temperament;
it often becomes the reason for breaking up households! But differences of temperament are no modern development. The difference
between these two sisters is shown here in simple but most natural
manner. Martha is the real hostess, and in that capacity is all bustle
and activity in her concern for her guest. And her anxiety in this
respect passes to a spirit of annoyance with her sister, who is apparently selfish and indolent! Very active people are generally pretty
quick in temper, and Martha reaches the point when she can stand
it no longer. Hasty-tempered people are very given to make mistakes,
and generally suffer much self-reproach afterwards. Martha falls into
this trap. "Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister hath left me to
serve alone 1 Bid her therefore that she help me" (verse 40). And
possibly, could we but know Martha's subsequent confession, she
would tell us that she could have bitten the end of her tongue off
when she realized what she had done. Now let us see how the Lord
dealt with the position, " Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled
about many things" (verse 41). The doubling of the name conveys
the idea of great solemnity, arrests attention, impresses the mind.
Careful I-needlessly so, just that spirit which causes so much misery
to minds. The world over, especially the nervously active, tease
themselves with evils which never happen. Troubled I-anxiety and
vexation combined, which instead of smoothing the path, just aggravates, and makes worse. This state of mind is not peculiar to the
feminine, but is equally present with the male portion of humanity,
for a John could appeal to the Lord, " And when His disciples, James
and John, saw this, they said, Lord, wilt Thou that we command fire
to come down from heaven and consume them, even as Elias did 1
But He turned and rebuked them, 'and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of " (Luke ix. 54, 55).
One thing is needful! "Mary hath chosen that good part." Mary
was not so indolent as appearances suggested. She had received
in the truest sense that spirit taught by the Lord Himself when He
said, " Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. vi. 33). She sat at
His feet, as a scholar, she heard His word &s the Great Teacher; she
was just answering to the heavenly counsel, "Wherefore do ye spend
money for that which is not bread 1 and your labour for that which
satisfieth not 1 Hearken diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which
is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness" (Isaiah Iv. 2).
The temperaments might differ, but each had her gift of God. To
Martha came the gift of active service, but she needed something
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inore-something which activity, however excellent in itself, could not
give! Something which can only be learned " at the feet of Jesus!'
Mary hath chosen that good part and, when occasion rises, can show
an activity that puts a true honour upon the guest, for it is recorded,
" It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with" ointment, and wiped
His feet with her hair" (John xi. 2).
It has been said "that a Church composed of Marthas would be
all activity, and no contemplation; a Church composed of Marys,
"all contemplation and no activity." Hence the wisdom of God in
"His gifts by the Spirit. Happy the Church, and the household, when
the Marthas and the Marys are bound in the true bond of sisterhood,
both coming under the description, " the beloved of the Lord." Each
has a sphere of service, each fills the appointed lot. However much
they may differ in some respects, they may both be of one mind in
the Lord, and so render essential service to the honour and glory of
the Lord, remembering that when they honour Him, they are equally
honoured by Him.
EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON

By

THE REV. RALPH ERSKINE, MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL IN
DUNFERMLINE, PREACHED AT GLASGOW, ON MONDAY,
OCTOBER 4th, 1747.

(Continued from page 78.).
" We know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to His purpose."-RoMANs
viii. 28.
TRY whether you be among those to whom" All things shall work
together for good." Try, 0 man, woman, whether you be the subjects
to whom this privilege belongs, of having all things working for your
good. Try it, for it is no trivial affair, no matter of moonshine, it is
no trifle, that you have no concern with, and need not trouble your
head about; no: it is a matter of the highest moment, and most
important concern; an affair· wherein your everlasting welfare is
concerned. Whether all things shall work together for your good ?
Because, if they do not so, they will all work for your hurt and
perdition; for, the affirmative of the text strongly imports and
includes a negative. Well, but say you, " I am persuaded this is one
of the most glorious privileges that can be: how shall I know it, that
all things shall work together for good to me?" You may try it
two ways.
1. By the marks the text offers you.
2. By the begun experience of the thing itself.
First, try it by the marks the text gives of those to whom" all things
shall work together for good;" namely, that they are such as " love
God, and are the called according to His purpose." These are the
persons to whom all things shall work for good. And here four things
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. are offered ·to yOidor trial. If you would reach to the bottom of this
question, whether you be a true lover, you are to try it.
1. By the object of your love, if it be God Himself that you love,
the true God.
2. By the qualities of the act, if it be true love to this God.
3. By the immediate spring of this love, if it be such as hath issued
from effectual calling.
4. By the original root of it, if it be a love that results from the
everlasting love of God to you, and his purpose of grace concerning
you. I would therefore endeavour to help you a little into this search,
wherein you and I both need to be sure what we are saying and doing;
for there is much false pretended love to God in the world.
1. Then examine your love by the object of it, if it be God, and
Him indeed that you love: See that it be not a God of your own
imagination, and not the true God. But here, perhaps, it may be
inquired, How shall I know if it is God Himself that is the object of
my love? For answering this, I would ask you two questions.
(1) What conviction have you ever got of your natural Atheism, and
of your being without God, or Atheists, as all by nature are? (Eph.
2. 12). If you never thought yourself an Atheist, nor saw that you
were without God, it seems that you are without God to this day, and
without love to Him: for, since all, by nature, are without God, and
have lost God, how can they love Him, till they have found Him out
Whom they have lost r And surely, they never found Him, who
never saw that they lost Him. The true God is the God Whom we
have lost; Whose knowledge we have lost, Whose image we have lost,
Whose favour we have lost; and therefore, if the God Whom you
pretend to love be a God you think you never lost, and so never saw
yourself to be without Him, it is not the true God that you love; you
are but an Atheist still, having never seen yourself to be so, and to be
without God.
(2) What knowledge and apprehension have you got of God? for
love to God supposes knowledge of Him: Ignoti nulla cupido.
There may be, indeed, a great deal of knowledge without love; but
there can be no love without knowledge. Now, has God showed you
His being and glorious excellencies, as infinitely above all creatures;
and all the creatures to be insignificant nothings, compared with
His all-sufficiency? And has He manifested Himself to you, in
Christ, in Whom alone He is always well pleased; in Whom alone
He is reconciled; in Whom alone His fulness dwells; and in Whom alone
His excellencies shine most brightly and savingly? No sinner can love
God who hath not seen Him in Christ: "He that hath seen Me," says
Christ, "hath seen the Father." He that hath not seen Christ, hath not
seen God; and so hath not seen the true object of love. For a sinner
to pretend that he loves God, and yet hath not got a view of Him
in Christ, is the grossest ignorance imaginable; because, out of Christ,
He is a consuming fire to sinners; a sin-revenging God. If you know
the God Whom you think you love, you would love Him no otherwise,
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out of Christ, than as you do the fire that would consume you to
ashes. But God in Christ is a God of love; for in Him His law is
magnified, His justice satisfied, His wrath appeased; and therefore,
if you truly love God, or love the true God, your mind has been
enlightened to apprehend Him in His glory in Christ. Has then the
" God that commanded light to shine out of darkness, shined in your
heart, to give you the light of the knowledge of His glory in the face
of Jesus Christ" 1 (2 Cor. iv. 6). Have you discerned Him in the light
of the Gospel, wherein Christ is held forth 1 Have you discerned
Him in the light of the Spirit, accompanying the word powerfully 1
For it is a light of God's commanding and creating. Have you
discerned Him in a light that shined into your heart, and not into
your head only 1 Have you discerned Him in a light that gave you
the knowledge of His glory; the glory of His wisdom and power, the
glory of His holiness, and justice, and truth, as well as, at the same
time, the glory of His mercy, love, and pity; the glory of all His
excellencies 1 And have you discerned this glory in the face of Christ,
or in the person of Christ, as the brightness of the Father's" glory,
and the express image of His person" 1 (Heb. 1. 3). Have you
discerned this glory of God shining in Him as a Jesus, and as a Christ;
that is, as He is a Saviour, and anointed of God to be so; sent and
sealed of God to save by His blood and righteousness, meritoriously,
and by His Spirit and grace, efficaciously 1 In this wonderful work
of redemption and salvation through Christ, have you seen such
marvellous devices as become the infinite wisdom of God, and answer
all the ends of the glory of God's perfections, as well as of the salvation
of the sinner 1 In this case your love is a true love, terminating on
the right object; if, at the same time, your view of God this way has
been attended with so much application of faith, and persuasion of
the love of God to you in particular, as at least to create in you kindly
thoughts of God. Though you see Him infinitely just and holy, and
yourself a sinful, guilty creature, yet apprehending the atonement
and propitiation in the blood of Jesus, all harsh thoughts of God, as
an enemy, have been removed, and kindly thoughts of Him, as a
friend, declaring His good-will, 'through Christ, in the Word of grace.
The persuasion of faith is here included whether you have seen it
or not.
2. Examine your love to God, .by the nature and qualities of the
act, if it be true love to this God .How shall I know this? Why,
inquire how your love acts upon this glorious object. It is the nature
of love to make one desire fellowship with the object beloved; so,
if you have true love to God, you will have a desire of more intimate
union and communion with Him. What then is thy great desire
and request 1 Is it that (Ps. xxvii. 4) "One thing have I desired
of the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life; that I may behold the beauty of
the Lord, and inquire in His temple" 1 It is the nature of love to
make one impatient at the absence of the beloved object; so, if you
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have true love to God in Christ, His absence will be grievous to thee,
and all other comforts will signify nothing to thee without Him. "0
that I knew where I might find Him!" 0 how long, how long!
It is the nature of love to delight in the presence of the object beloved;
even so, if you truly love God, His presence will be thy delight:
welcome, 0 Beloved! well's me! that now I have got Thee in my arms;
" I will not let thee go. I held him," says the spouse, "and would
not let Him go, till I had brought Him into my mother's house, and
into the chambers of her that conceived me." 0, stir him not up !
" I charge you, by the roes and hinds of the field, that ye stir not up
nor awake my love till He please." It is the nature of love to bear
affection to every thing that is like unto the beloved object; even
80, if you love God, you will love all that bear His image; you will
be a companion of them that fear His name; and delight in the saints,
the excellent ones of the earth. How can they love God that care
not for those that bear His image ~ It is of the nature of love to hate
whatsoever is disagreeable to the beloved object; so, where there
is true love to God, there will be true hatred of sin: the love of God
and the love of sin are contradictory things. A believer may be
overcome by sin, but he has no love to the overcomer: and this
appears, because his sin costs him many a prayer, and tear, and cry,
and sigh, and watching, and application to the Throne of Grace, and
to the Blood of Christ for cleansing and healing, The love of God
destroys the love of sin, and the love of the world. It is the nature
'of love to think much of the beloved object; so, where love to God
takes place, it carries the thoughts towards Him, and the meditation
of Him is sweet. Love may be known by our thoughts and meditations.
Many think they love God, and yet God is not in all their thoughts.
They think of nothing but the world, and the things thereof: they
cannot dwell upon this glorious object, nor are all their wandering
thoughts any grief to them. It is the nature of love to speak much
of the beloved object: we may know by the speech of some that
they have no love to God, never a word of God from morning to
evening in their mouths, unless it be to profane His name. True
love will make you speak of Him in conversation, and speak to Him
in prayer, and speak for Him, in defence of His truth and cause. In
a word, it is the nature of love to make a man !:1erve where he loves.
O! what service has God from you ~ Does the 10yI.' of Christ constrain you to judge, "that if one died for all, then were all dead: and
that He died, that henceforth they that live, should not live unto
themselves, but unto Him that died and rose again ~ "
3. Examine your love by the immediate spring of it; or the means
whereby it is wrought in the soul, namely, Effectual Calling. None
are lovers of God, till they be effectually called. Here it may be
inquired, How shall I know if my love to God be such as is the fruit
of effectual calling ~ To this it may be replied, if your love be the
fruit of effectual calling, then you will be convinced that it never grew
in your heart naturally; and that it is not the fruit of your natural
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power, or free will; and that, by nature, you are haters of God (Rom.
i. 30; viii. 7). If you never saw your enmity against God, and never
suspected your love to Him, nor ever had any love to Him, but what
you had naturally all your days, I must tell you, your love to Him
is nothing but enmity against Him; for true love grows in the garden
of grace, and not of nature. Again, if your love be the fruit of effectual
calling, then your affections have been drawn to Christ sweetly and.
irresistibly, as with a cord of love; for this drawing power is put forth
in effectual calling: "I have loved thee with an everlasting love;
therefore, with loving-kindness have I. drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3).
" We love Him, because He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19). Again,
if your love be the fruit of effectual calling, then the Gospel of free
grace will be very precious to you, for that is the outward means of
effectual calling; and that which is the means of the new spiritual
birth (1 Peter 1. 23) is still the means also of spiritual growth: and
therefore, they that are effectually called and regenerate have still
an earnest desire after and delight in it. "As new-born babes, desire
the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby" (1 Peter
ii. 2). If your love to God be not attended with a love to the doctrine
of the Gospel, it is but a spurious brood, and not of the right kind.
Further, if your love to God be the fruit of effectual calling, then the
Spirit of God will be very precious to you: because it is by the power
and efficacy of the Spirit that the call is made effectual; for then the
"Gospel comes not in word only, but in power, and in the Holy
Ghost" (1 Thess. i. 5). You will desire more and more of that free
Spirit, for carrying on the work of faith with power and for exciting
any grace that ever wrought; your prayer will be, " Awake, 0 north
wind, and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, and the spices
shall send forth the smell thereof." You will always :find the Spirit,
when He comes by His gracious motions, running only in the channel
of Gospel doctrine, that tends to lead men out to Christ and His
righteousness, and not in the channel of legal doctrine, that has a
tendency to lead men in to themselves, and their own works; for
thus the Spirit came to you at :first in effectual calling: "Received
ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith 1 "
(Gal. iii. 2). Surely, your love is not the fruit of effectual calling, if
the Spirit that calls effectually be not precious to you: if you can hear
sermons from day to day, and never care whether the Spirit powerfully accompany them or not, your love is to be suspected; but if He
hath begun the good work in you, then you will :find a need of the
same power to carry on the work that began it; and your cry will
be, "0 for more of the Spirit! Oh! dead preaching and hearing,
without the Spirit! 0 to see the power and glory of God, as I have
seen it in the sanctuary! "
4. Examine your love by the original root of it, the everlasting love
of God and purposes of grace; for it is a love that issues from a being
" called according to His purpose." Here an exercised person may
say, " How shall I know, if my love to God be the fruit of God's ever-
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lasting love and purpose in Christ, from all eternity, concerning me ~ Is
it possible to know that my love to Him in time, is such as will
evidence His love to me from eternity ~ 0 how shall I understand
that ~" Why, this may not only be known by the marks already
delivered, but further, in these four particulars.
(To be concluded.)
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
CLOTHING.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Whose adorning, let it not be thal outward adorning of plaiting the
hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let
it be the hidden man of the heart, in thal which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight
of God of great price."-l PETER iii. 3, 4.
THE Bible has much to say regarding clothing, both in a literal and a
symbolical way. Our first parents, Adam and his wife, when in a
state of innocence, before their fall, were without clothing, and had
no sense of shame (Gen. ii. 25). But after they had sinned they were
overwhelmed with shame, and "made themselves aprons" of fig
leaves (Gen. iii. 7). And when they heard the voice of the Lord God,
they hid themselves from His presence amongst the trees of the garden
(verse 8). Afterwards, we are told, the Lord God made coats of
skins and clothed them. We have, in these circumstances, a clear
type of the vain efforts of sinful man to provide a righteousness of
his own in which to appear before God, and of the free grace of God
in providing His righteousness for His sinful people, a righteousness
wrought out by the righteous obedience and propitiatory sacrifice of
the Lord Jesus Christ, which is "unto all and upon all them that
believe."
Ever since God clothed the first man and woman, wherever He has
been known and feared, clothing has- been worn, symbolical of what
mankind needs, even to be "clothed with the garments of salvation,
and covered with the robe of righteousness" (Isa. lxi. 10).
The Apostle Paul, writing to Timothy, enjoins upon Christian
women, "That women adorn themselves in modest apparel with
shamefacedness" (R.V. shamefastness. The Greek word here means
the inner grace which recoils from anything unseemly or impure)
and sobriety" (that soundness of mind which exercises a dignified
restraint on all the actions) (1 Tim. ii. 9).
I feel constrained to write a word of admonition on this subject,
as it is sad to see Christian women conforming to the immodest
fashions of the present day. These fashions would have been considered grossly indecent a generation ago. What was considered
immodest then, by general consent, cannot, through the lapse of time,
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have become modest. I need not enter into particulars. A word to
the wise is enough. I subjoin an extract from a recently issued leaflet
on this topic. "Believing wives and mothers and all believing women,
young or old, ought in their clothing, even as in all else, to be patterns of
godliness, and to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things "
(Titus ii. 10). Should modest women be afraid to go contrary to the
fashions which cannot please God? What does it matter if we are
called old-fashioned ?
May we count it a joy to show whose we are, in a world hastening
on to its doom."
"THE WORKMAN MADE IT; THEREFORE IT IS NOT GOD."
HosEA viii. 6.
IT is common knowledge that the House of Commons had to decide
on December 15th, 1927, whether it would, in the name of and on behalf
of the Nation, give its sanction to what was termed the" Deposited
Prayer Book." Much discussion took place, and the House of Commons
refused its sanction to the book. The opponents of the book maintained
that in it there was teaching hardly distinguishable from the Roman
Catholic doctrine of the" Real Presence."
Owing to various causes it is probable that many persons are
unacquainted with the exact terms of the Roman Catholic teaching
concerning the Lord's Supper. Consequently an English translation
of one of the articles of the creed of Pope Pius IV is here given ;"I profess, likewise, that in the Mass, is offered to God a true,
proper, and propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the dead; and that
in the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist, there is truly, really and
substantially, the body and blood, together with the soul and Divinity
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and that there is made a conversion of the
whole substance of the bread into the body, and of the whole substance
of the wine into the blood, which conversion the (Roman) Catholic
Church calls Transubstantiation. I confess also that under either
kind alone, whole, and entire, Christ and a true Sacrament are received."
It is thus evident that the Roman Catholic Church teaches that
directly one of its priests has uttered certain Latin words over the
wafer it becomes the actual Body, Soul and Divinity, of the Lord
Jesus, and further, it declares that no one can be saved who denies
this statement!
This is such a serious claim that every person who values hiE (or
her) soul must search and ascertain what the Scripture saith. To do so
is the Lord's command. His Word says, "Try the spirits, whether
they are of God, because many false prophets are gone out into the
world" (1 John iv. 1). Again, Scripture says, " To the Law and to the
testimony: if they speak not according to this Word, it is because
there is no light in them" (Isa. viii. 20).
Scripture declares that under pressure from rebellious Israel,
Aaron, the high priest, wickedly made a model of a calf and blessed it,
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saying, "These be thy gods, 0 Israel!" This act of idolatry was
followed by the death of some three thousand men (Exod. xxxii.
1-4, 7, 8, 26, 28). A very definite proof of the evil of idolatry, and of
God's judgment upon it. Solomon permitted idolatry, and his son lost
the larger portion of his kingdom as a consequence (1 Kings xi. 8-13).
In spite of warning given to Jeroboam, not to depart from God's true
service (1 Kings xi. 38), he copied antiquity-he imitated the so-called
" fathers"-he repeated the sin of Aaron-he set up two calves
modelled in gold (1 Kings xii. 26-30), persuading himself that he knew
better than God, and that by idolatry he could preserve the kingdom to
himself. His evil example-copying the sin of Aaron and of the so-called
" fathers "-was followed by most of the Kings of Israel until the whole
nation was sent by God into captivity into Babylon (see 2 Kings
iii.3; x. 29; xiii.2; xiv. 24; xv. 9, 18,24,28; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14-21).
It is to this idolatry that the prophet Hosea was inspired to refer
in the words, "Thy calf, 0 Samaria (the capital of Israel), hath cast
thee off; Mine anger is kindled against them; how long will it be ere
they attain to innocency 1 For from Israel was it also (the nation was
as guilty as the capital): the work'IMn made it, therefore it is not God;
but the calf of Samaria shall be broken in pieces" (Hosea viii. 5, 6).
Just as the calf made by Aaron and the calves made by Jeroboam
were the work of 'lMn's hands and therefore no god, so the wafer made of
flour and water is the work of human hands, and even though Latin
words are spoken over it, "IT IS NOT GOD," and it may not be worshipped.
No passage in Scripture can be produced to show that the Lord
Jesus authorized any man to put forward the claim made by the
idolatrous priests of Rome. Comparatively little is recorded in Scripture
concerning the Lord's Supper, and it is worthy of note that the Apostle
Paul was not present when the Lord instituted His Supper, for at that
time Paul was an opponent of the Saviour, but in writing his Epistle
to the believers at Corinth, Paul definitely asserts, " I have received of
the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the
same night in which He was betrayed took bread, etc." (1 Cor. xi. 23-26).
This therefore is the Lord's own record of the event, given after He
had ascended into heaven, and it is to be observed that the Lord gave
no additional instructions to Paul sanctioning any such claim as that
put forward by idolatrous priests. The Lord's silence means everything
to His people. They know that nothing may be added to what He has
said.
It is true that the words the Lord spake when He instituted His
Supper are translated" This is My body." It may most reasonably be
asked: "Are there any other passages in Scripture which throw light
on this statement 1" Most certainly there are. For instance, Pharaoh
had a dream: he saw, amongst other things, seven fat cows (kine) and
seven good ears (of corn). He desired to know the meaning of his
dream. Joseph explained it by God-given wisdom. He said, "The
dream is one." "The seven good kine (fat cows) ARE seven years, and
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the seven good ears ARE seven years; the dream is one." (See Gen. xli.
17~32.) . It is a well-known and accepted fact that" things which are
equal to the same thing are equal to one another" ; therefore, if these
words are to be taken literally it means that seven fat cows, seven good
ears of corn, and seven years are all one and the same thing! But
they are not. It is evident that Joseph really indicated that the" seven
fat cows" and the " seven good ears" represented and set forth seven
very fruitful years. They were not actual years, but illustrated them.
Again, Daniel, by God-given wisdom, said to Nebuchadnezzar
(Dan. ii. 38), " Thou ART this head of gold," meaning" the head of gold
on this figure represents you as the head of this great empire."
Further, in Ezekiel xxxvii. 11 the Lord said unto the prophet in
a vision, " These bones ARE the whole house of Israel," meaning that the
people of Israel were in such a mournful condition, by reason of their
sins, that they seemed to have as little life in them as dry bones. The
dry bones represented the outward condition of Israel.
Surely these illustrations given by the Holy Spirit make the meaning
of the Lord's words as plain as possible. To twist and turn them into
meaning something the Lord did not say and did not intend to say,
and so to find excuse for idolatry, is to court Divine judgment. "Sin
(and this includes idolatry) is a reproach to any people" (Prov. xiv.
34). "Dearly beloved, flee from idolatry" (1 Cor. x. 14).

P.1. B.
"YE FEARFUL SAINTS FRESH COURAGE TAKE."
THERE seems to be much sweetness in the expression of the apostle that
the Lord was (or rather is) touched with the feeling of our infirmities.
When He wrote by Moses He said that He knew the sorrows of His
people and was come down to deliver them; when He wrote to the
Hebrews, He knew how the sorrows felt and was with the sufferers
always, even to the end. He knew how Paul's weariness and painfulness felt, his watchings and fastings. He knew what labouring and
sleepless nights were, toiling and joyless days. He knew how it felt
to have no one in the earth to whom He could open the whole of His
heart. So David said, "Lover and Friend, Thou hast put far from
me and mine acquaintance into darkness." They were in the dark
as to what would most help him and what to say, when exactly to say
it. The Lord only knows all this, for He knows our feelings in all
their indescribableness, and He only can help in our limitations, as He
only can save us from our sin. He did not always indulge His people
in their dejections. He told Joshua to get up from lying on his face.
There was a reason for Israel's defeat, and it was his duty to find the
transgressor and put away the evil. He told Moses to cease crying
to Him, and to address hImself to the sea before him. Everyone of
his prayers had been heard, but over and above them almighty deliverance was at hand, and Moses need not continue to supplicate as if
there was no hope. The Lord said to Samuel," How long wilt thou
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mourn for Saul, seeing I ·have rejected him 1" Samuel had been
mourning ever since the destruction of Amalek, staying at home and
grieving. And the Lord repented that He had made Saul king. But
Sa.muel must rise and go and anoint David, and find out that the Lord,
although He takes away the first can establish the second. And we
can but believe and think that Samuel had comfort and love in the
ruddy David, and that while they lived together at Naioth, they sang
praises and psalms to Him Who restored their souls, Who raised up
those that were down.
I was ·thinking of all the feelings which Paul betrays (the Comforter
directing him how much of his heart to unfold before us). He was·
exceedingly filled with comfort at· one time-cast down, perplexed,.
forsaken at another. He rejoiced in Christ Jesus and received the,
Atonement, then his misery as a man and yet undelivered from his.
body of death pressed upon him. He had all and abounded, then he
despaired even of life. At least, he did not do that on board the shipwhen all the others expected to go to the bottom. For the Lord stood
by him and cheered him and assured him that the shore would be
reached. So he induced them all to take food, and then they were all
comforted, and reached the shore alive and well. And they were
warmed and fed and treated kindly and found a home for three months
on the island. But Rome had to be reached, and they left their
hospitable friends and went forward again. And Paul's comfort and
strength and cheerfulness and hope were" minished and brought low,"
as David put it, who knew so much of sorrow and of joy and so much
of every feeling besides, But they reached" The Three Taverns."
There were the brethren who had come to meet him, and when Paul
saw them, he "thanked God and took courage." What a reviving of
his spirit, a restoring of his soul. To thank God and take courage
meant a resting from all his weariness, in the Lord'!, realized love and
mindfulness. Nothing was wrong,· then, in all that he had gone
through, the great things and the small were right. It was good for
him that he had been afflicted. How sweet to feel again confidence
and outpouring of heart, a re-establishment and increase of love to
the Lord, and to His dear saints now come to meet him. He had,
after all, not been forgotten, and he could believe that he never would
be. The Lord would help him to the end with the same tender strength
that had come into his heart now.
There is hope in God, and to Him let us give thanks, " Who forgiveth
all thine iniquities, Who healeth all thy diseases, Who redeemeth thy
life from destruction, Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and
tender mercies."
FOLLOWER-ON.

"HE that is terrible to the kings of the earth, and treads upon
princes as mortar, will rather let thousands of them fall to the ground,
than one iota or tittle of His Own Word."-Matthew Henry.
12
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NOT I, BUT CHRIST.

the wakeful hours of early morning recently these words,
" not I, but Christ" arrested my thoughts. They recurred again and
again with increased strength. May He, the Holy Spirit, again send
His illuminating light and enable dear readers as well as myself to
see some of the precious things embodied in this expression, " Not I ! "
How frequently the big I looms in our conversation, in our writing,
in our thoughts, in our plans.
,. I am,"-rich or wise or bolyThus and tbus am I.
For" I am," men live and labour,
For" I am," they die.
DURING

1-1-1, this is the intuitive study until we see HIM. The good
Scottish pastor who visited the lowly maid in the kitchen, because she
was not deemed suited to come to family worship, talked to her in
simple fashion, and gave her a short prayer which she promised to
offer every day-" 'Lord, show me myself." When he returned after
several months' absence he found her full of woe. The Lord had
granted her prayer and shown her herself. Then the good man gave
her another short prayer-" Lord, show me Thyself." The next time
they met she was full of rejoicing. Her prayer had again been granted.
He had shown her Himself. Now she saw Him as the Rock of Ages
cleft for her, she was hidden in Him. It was no longer" I " but Christ
in her.
.. Oh bow fair that heavenly portion
That eternal lot;
Christ, and Christ alone, for everEver I am not."
"I am cruClfied with Christ;" crucified, therefore dead. Nevertheless this is to me life, life from the dead. "Neverthless I live:
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." What a wonderful saying-a
wonderful verity," I live, yet not I: "
.. Upon a life I did not live,
Upon a death I did not die,
I stake my whole eternity."
How, why ~ Because" Christ liveth in me." Another oft quoted
passage of the Word of God which has been often an inexpressible
comfort to my own soul comes again as I write, " your life is h1:d with
Christ in God" and so it is "beyond the reach of harm."
" Christ crucified is justice magnified, God glorified, and the believing sinner satisfied," to quote dear Mr. Ormiston's words. What a
comprehensive sentence! We gaze upon that sight and see in Him
our burden rolled away, like Christian in the inimitable Pilgim's
Progress, when his heavy load" fell from off his back" at the Cross and
continued to fall till it came to the mouth of the Sepulchre where it
fell in. So it is with us. We gaze and weep and rejoice in the sight
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with its wondrous effects. The burden fell in the sepulchre and " I
saw it no more." No more, dear reader, "their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more." "Then was Christian glad and lightsome,"
and so are we when the Holy Spirit reveals the sight to us and gives
the assurance of Christ's complete" putting away of sin by the sacrifice
of Himself;" the dreadful burden of sin" too heavy for me." "Mine
iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are
too heavy for me" (Ps. xxxviii. 4). But-but-another precious
"but." But" the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all"
(Isa. liii. 6). Oh, dear Christ-loved reader, think of this, think of this.
The Lord hath made to meet on Him the iniquity of us all. What a
load He bore. How offensive in His sight was sin, yet "He steadfastly set His Face to go to Jerusalem" to bear and to suffer all for
love of ruined sinners, to purchase them for Himself. For "the joy that
was set before, He endured the cross despising the shame."
What wonderfully satisfying words the Lord gives us in His own
Word. We could not venture upon any assertion but from Himself.
He has met every need and His Word goes on conquering, subduing,
soothing, directing, and enabling still, and is very powerful. I feel
very grateful to dear" R " for her timely encouraging paper in last
month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, on "The entrance of Thy words giveth
light, it giveth understanding unto the simple," and for giving instances
of the power of the Word in these days from the report for the free
distribution of the Scriptures and" Adventures with the Bible in BraziL"
We are too apt (at least I am) to look back upon the victories of the
Word in the past, but we little realize the present ongoing from victory
unto victory in most remarkable ways. The Word of God is very
precious in these days when men are searching it only with the object
of finding flaws, inconsistencies and discrepancies as they imagine.
These all give way as the Holy Spirit sheds light and brings forward
proofs in history, and from the discoveries of Archreology. We hail
with delight every testimony to prove that every word is inspired.
I read once of a deeply sinning woman who had heard herself
described as an " out of the way sinner." The Holy Spirit had touched
her conscience and her heart. One day in her wanderings she entered
a Church or a meeting in which the preacher read this passage, " Who
can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are O'ut of the
way." "That is myself" she thought, and the precious words sank
deeply in her heart. Christ found her and saved her, and looked upon
her with compassion and love. Within the last two or three years I
heard of one who was mourning over her sins, feeling them too heavy
for her. They loomed before her in great figures. One Sunday evening
she went out with her husband despondently to a place of worship,
and when the text was given out, " Thou wilt cast all their sins into
the depths of the sea," she could have shouted out, it was so strange
and so personal to her. She went home rejoicing. Yes," Thy Word
has still its ancient power."
To His dear redeemed people the Scriptures are, as of old, "as an
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heritage for ever, for they are the rejoicing of My heart." May we in
these evil days be enabled to " hold fast," and to " hold on." "Hold
fast till I come." He will not be long.. May He find us faithful to
His name, His Word, and His cause, clinging to His precious Word.
And may He preserve our Protestant Prayer Book to us so dearly
bought with the blood of His saints, and show us again that He reigneth
and that He disposeth the hearts of men at His will for His glory and
our comfort.
" I will strengthen thee."
" I will help thee."
" I w'ill uphold thee."

A remark made by one who is the Lord's messenger to many souls
is indelibly impressed on my heart. Do take it to thy heart too,' dear
Ohrist-lover. "When the Lord says, ' I will' He means it absolutely.
It is not' I might' or conditional on an 'if' No, it is sovereign, ' I
WILL.' "
NETTlE.
WISE OR FOOLISH ~
By REV. H. R. H. HILL, INCUMBENT OF ST. LUKE'S CHURCH,
LEAMINGTON SPA.
" And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were
foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them, b'ut the wise
took oil in their vessels with their larnps."-MATTHEW xxv. 2-4.

THE parable of the Ten Virgins is very searching and sifting. Without the use of fancy subdivisions the visible Church is shown to be
composed of two classes-the wise and the foolish. Those who are
wise in God's sight, though perhaps not in man's; those who are
foolish in God's sight, though probably not in man's. This is a
parable dealing specifically with religious persons and religious organizations, for it treats of "the Kingdom of heaven" (verse 1). Applied
to the visible Church, it sifts and tests it. There are just two kinds
of religious people-professors and possessors. It tells of those whose
religion is external, carnal-the make-believe of man; and it tells
of those whose religion is internal, spiritual-the product of the Holy
Ghost. Let us observe:1. THE RESEMBLANCES OF THE Two TYPEs.-By the same titles
they are called-virgins; professedly they are on the same errand" went forth to meet the bridegroom;" they have similar equipment
-lamps and vessels; they indulge in same habits-" slumber and
sleep." Look at them, and say wherein they are different. Externally
one is as genuine as the other; one is as beautiful and completely
furnished as the other. There is a great deal of resemblance between
the tares and the wheat (Matt. xiii. 25), but the fruitage bears no
resemblance whatever. The lesson is perhaps obvious-we need to
watch against unreality. The name, the dress, and the outward
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show will count for less than nothing in the day when the secrets
of all hearts shall be revealed.
2. THE DISSIMILARITIES OF THE Two TYPEs.-Where' were they
unlike ~ Inside. "At midnight therc was a .cry made, Behold, the
bridegroom" (verse 6). Till then there was nothing noticed to be
wrong. The lamps were not required to be lighted till that precise
moment. The lamp trimming began when the signal was givenwicks were then inserted and oil poured in. "Then all those virgins.
arose, and trimmed" (verse 7). It would seem that the five foolish
were not deliberate hypocrites; they were apparently relyng on a false
hope. Their familiarity with the requirements and needs of .the
occasion, and their companionship with those who also knew the
needs, had lulled them to rest in an unreliable security. The difference between them and their fellows was in one single particularthey lacked oil, and until the oil was required they fondly imagined
they were all right. But, Oh! the bitterness and disappointment of
the awakening! They applied to their friends-" Give us of your
oil" (verse 8), and the wise with true wisdom replied, " Go ye rather
to them that sell" (verse 9). Do we not well to ask the questions
-Wherein do I put my trust? Is it in the fact that I have close
acquaintanceship with those who are the Lord's people ~ That
indeed is foolish, for there must come a separation of the false from
the true, the unreal from the real. How truly awful in spite of all
professions to hear the solemn words, "I know you not" (verse 12).
Reader, in this parable we have a picture of religion apart from the
Holy Spirit. Throughout Scripture oil is symbolic of the blessed
Holy Ghost, and in the chapter before us it is as the light-giving oil
He is depicted. No oil was the one thing differentiating the foolish
from the wise virgins. Absence of the Holy Spirit makes the great
distinction between life and death, light and darkness, saved and
unsaved. Of many it is true to say there is every semblance of the
real thing-" sinews and flesh come upon them and the skin covers
them above, but there is no breath in them" (Ezekiel xxxvii. 8). Is
there not much dry formalism, lifeless doctrine, sapless routine among
us to-day ~ It will avail nothing~it can profit nothing. "Except
a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God, and except
a man be born of the Spirit he cannot ente'r the Kingdom of God"
(John iii. 3 and 5).
" AND next, when Christ declares that He will by no means cast
out one of those who do come unto Him; nay, that the life of all such
is hidden and kept in security, in Himself, until He shall raise them
up at the last day; who does not see here that the final perseverance
of the saints (as it is commonly termed) is in like manner ascribed to
the election of God ~ It may be, and has been, that some fall from
the faith; but those who are given to Christ by the Father are, as
Christ Himself declares, placed beyond the peril of destruction."Oalvin.
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CONCERNING THE MOST PROMINENT TRUTHS
EXPERIMENTALLY TAUGHT BY THE HOLY SPIRIT.

(From Thomas Moor's" Counsels and Thoughts for the Spiritual Life
of Believers.")
THE most prominent truths, with their effects in experience and
practice, which the Holy Spirit usually teaches out of His word to the
soul that, notwithstanding every hindrance, really follows on to know
the Lord, are as follows :1. By the quickening and enlightening influence of the Holy Spirit,
the soul is made conscious of its condition as guilty before God (Rom.
iii. 19, 20, 23). This consciousness produces a condition of unrest
and anxiety in view of eternity and the judgment to come, accompanied
with an earnest desire for salvation, and peace with God. At the
same time there is a consciousness of utter helplessness and hopelessness in self and self-doings, although this latter consciousness is
frequently not attained until after many unsuccessful endeavours to
procure rest and peace by doing many things of a religious character.
2. The soul becomes conscious of the all-sufficiency of the death of
Christ to satisfy the claims of justice, and that in no other way can
peace with God be obtained but through the atoning death of Him
who died as the substitute for the guilty. The soul is led to acquiesce
in this, and to look to the death of Christ as its only hope of salvation
from everlasting misery. The soul is now a saved soul-saved simply
through resting for salvation on the death of Christ, Who in dying bore
the curse instead of the guilty (Rom. v. 6-10; Gal. iii. 13; Eph. ii.
13, 17; Rom. iv. 25).
3. After this the soul becomes conscious that Christ is something
more to it than a Saviour Who redeems from the curse of the law,
precious though that redemption be, for it becomes conscious of its
perfect and changeless standing in righteoUlmess before God through
the perfect obedience of the Lord Je8us. Resting already on the
atoning death of Christ for salvation, it had probably thought that
fitness for heaven was to be the result of its own attainments in holiness
and righteousness; but now it sees that by the one great work of
Christ in its twofold aspect, it is at one and the same time delivered
from the wrath to come, and for ever made fit for heaven itself. Not
only redeemed in Christ, but accepted in Christ (Eph. i. 6). By
His obedience made righteous, as well as by His shed blood fully
justified from all sin and condemnation (Rom. v. 9, 19; Rom. x. 4;
2 Cor. v. 21). The desire of the soul now is not to make itself fit for
heaven, but to live as becometh one already made fit, as well as already
delivered from guilt and condemnation.
4. And now the soul progressing in Divine knowledge becomes
conscious of its position as one of the family of God: not only a saved
sinner, but a child of God (Gal. iii. 26; iv. 6, 7); and it learns that
God's purposes and doings in salvation are the purposes of a wise and
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gracious Father on behalf of His much-loved children for whom He
has provided a home of everlasting blessedness. The soul now takes
its place as a child, calling God "Father" with a deeper meaning
than it ever did or could before.
5. The soul still taught by the Holy Spirit, becomes conscious that
the work of Christ as the Saviour is a definite work with a certain and
assured result; the effect of a Covenant between the Father and the
Son for the full perfection of a family in the eternal blessedness provided
for them hereafter; and that such Covenant contained every needful
arrangement in order that their fall into sin and resulting unfitness
for that blessedness, and their consequent liability to eternal punishment, should not hinder His purposes of love: and that the Lord Jesus
freely and voluntarily undertook to be the first-born among the many
brethren of this family that He might be its Surety-its Covenant
Head-to fulfil every responsibility necessary for the final homegathering of the chosen family. Hence the proclamation concerning
Him (Isa. xl. 1, 21; liii. 11, 12). Hence the charge given Him (John
vi. 38, 39). The body provided (Heb. x. 5-7). Judgment work
finished (John xvii. 4). Power given to gather in the family (John
xvii. 2). The certainty of their standing before the Father in glory
(John x. 27, 29; xiv. 1-3; xvii. 24; 1 Thess. iv. 16, 17). Hence
also the covenant and sure work of the Holy Spirit (John xvi. 13, 15 ;
1 Cor. ii. 9-16; Rom. viii. 11; 1 Peter i. 2; 2 Thess. ii. 13).
6. The soul guided by the Holy Spirit becomes gradually conscious
of its most marvellous oneness with Christ. Oneness with Him in
the Father's love (John xvii. 23). Oneness with Him in the election
of grace (Eph. i. 4, 5). Oneness with Him as He stood in the presence
of the Father before the world was (2 Tim. i. 9). Oneness with Him
judicially (Rom. vi. 6, 9). Oneness with Him vitally (1 Cor. xii. 27 ;
Rom. viii. 10). Oneness with Him experimentally (Gal. ii. 20).
Oneness with Him in beauty and glory (John xvii. 22; Eph. ii. 6 ;
1 John iii. 1, 2). This causes the soul greatly to rejoice in the Lord
in the full assurance of knowledge, and of faith and hope.
7. The Holy Spirit, still leading the soul in His heavenly teachings,
brings it into a happy consciousness- of the constant presence of the
Lord Jesus and of the Father in the daily walk of life; and causes it
to realize more vividly and more familiarly, and with a more childlike
trust and affection, the presence and love of God in His relationship
as a Father, and the presence and love of Jesus as a real man at the
right hand of God (one with the Father and the Holy Spirit as God;
yet as real now as a man, in His glorified humanity, as when upon
earth), the Friend, the Guide, the strength, the joy of the soul every
day; and thus it realizes communion more intimate and influential
than can possibly result from any earthly friendship or relationship
whatever (John xiv. 21, 23).
This is probably the highest experience attainable on earth. The
next step being to drop the veil of the mortal body, and see face to
face, with a glorified vision, Him Whom, having not seen we love, and
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in Whom though now· we see Him not, yet believing, we rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory.
Such are some of the more prominent truths of the Word of God,
which the Holy Spirit generally leads the soul into the experimental
knowledge of.
However different may be the order in which these truths are received
:as doctrines, the order does not vary much in which they are received
experimentally, that is, in which they become the experience of the
heart. Certainly the order of the first two never varies, although,
occasionally, they may follow each other without any interval of time
between. It is true that many never attain an experimental knowledge of any but the first two. Indeed, many do not even reach to a
mere doctrinal knowledge of the others. Having, however, a heart
experience of the first two truths, they are saved sinners; but having
nothing beyond, having no experimental acquaintance with the deep
things of the everlasting Covenant of love and grace, they cannot enjoy
those privileges which are theirs in common with all the redeemed
family of God.
Alas! how few understand the glorious privileges given them by
the God of grace and love.
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" MORE especially it is the pleasure of God's people to contemplate
the 9raciousness of this covenant. They see that the law was made
void ·because it was a covenant of works and depended upon merit,
but this .they perceive to be enduring because grace is the basis, grace
the condition, grace the strain, grace the bulwark, grace the foundation,
grace the topstone. The covenant is a treasury of wealth, a granary
of food, a fountain of life, a store-house of salvation, a charter of peace,
and a haven of joy."-Spurgeon's Morning by Morning, August 26.
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LOVINGKINDNESS.
the middle of February, I received a letter from a village girl,
who is a maid in one of the suburbs of London. Before leaving home,
she had attended a weekly Bible and Missionary meeting, and I am
hoping that some message from the Word of God has been received
into her heart. She told me that when writing, a blackbird was
singing on the top of the wireless pole in the garden, and, she said,
"Somehow or other it has a very happy influence over me. It is
so good of God to have made such little things. I think and marvel
at the wonders of Creation held out to us, and wonder how much we
miss."
You will see from this girl's letter, my dear young readers, that
she is impressed with the lovingkindness of the Lord. I hope that
you too find joy in the songs of the birds.
In another letter, received from another part of the country, the
following day, the writer said: "A chaffinch was singing gaily while
we were at breakfast to-day. I think I heard a blackbird beginning
to practise his notes yesterday. Thrushes begin early each morning."
This lady loves the songs of the birds.
In a letter dated, Feb. 25th, another Christian lady, living in the
south of England, writes: "It is a real joy to feel the warmth of
the sun, and-the flowers are all springing up. In the woods the blue-.
bells and foxgloves are pushing through, and to-day I saw seven
young greenfinches or yellow-hammers close to a barn and hay-stack,
so beautifully yellowy-green and pinky-just fluff balls, not at all
common to me."
You wiII remember that the Lord Jesus Christ told His disciples
to consider the flowers and the birds, which teach us of the lovingkindness of the Lord and the provision which He makes for the supply
of His children's needs.
In Jer. xxxi. 3 we read, "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting
love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." This
subject was often in the mind of the Psalmist. He seems to have
loved to think about it, and says of those who observe the wonderful
works of the Lo):d on the sea as well as on dry land-" They shall
understand the lovingkindness of the I,ord" (Ps. cvii. 43).
When praising God for His wonderful mercies, David says to his
soul: "Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness" (Ps. ciii. 4), and
we find him praying to God, "Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness
in the morning" (Ps. cxliii. 8.) This may well be the daily prayer
of every child of God. The answer to it wiII bring into the life
restfulness and joy as we go forth seeking by His grace to do " the
will of God from the heart."
ABOUT

E. A. H.
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eOtttsponbenct.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We trust the following two letters just received will
help to stir up fresh interest in the work among soldiers and sailors.
They show the great need there is for Gospel literature amongst our
men. A missionary writes: " I have received your parcel of literature,
for which I am very grateful. It has come at a time when I am
running very short of such matter, and it is therefore all the more
welcome. If at any time you have any more to spare I shall be
deeply grateful if you would be good enough to let me have some.
I know you will pardon my seeming greediness, but it is in such a good
cause." Another writes: "Thanks ever so much for the two parcels
of books received. It was a most acceptable contribution and came
at a most needy time. You will be pleased to know that the work
is going on satisfactorily." Fresh help for the Book Mission will be
welcomed.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, March, 1928.

It)roHstant l5eacon.
THE MALINES CONVERSATIONS AND THE AMENDED
PRAYER BOOK.
(From the" Free Presbyterian Magazine," March, 1928.)
IN a Note in our last number we commented on the issue of Lord
Halifax's Notes on the Malines Conversations, and in doing so made
reference to the Daily Telegraph's statement that the official Report
was held over until the Deposited Prayer Book should be submitted
to Parliament. Evidently Lord Halifax's action forced the hands of
the responsible authorities, with the result that before our Note was
in print the official Report was issued to the public. This Report
(Oxford University Press; price 2s. 6d.) will give the public an idea
of the barefaced treachery going on in the high places of the Church
of England under the cover of secrecy. At the third meeting, held
with the "friendly cognizance" of the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York and the Roman See, as were all but the first, there were
present representing the Church of England: Bishop Gore, the Rev.
W. H. Frere (now Bishop of Truro), Dr. Armitage Robinson, Dr.
Kidd, Warden of Keble College, Oxford, and Viscount Halifax. Now,
let us look at some of the findings of this traitorous movement for
the betrayal of Church of England Protestantism. "From explanations given us," says the Report, "it is clear that the Thirty-nine
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Articles of Religion are not the insurmountable obstacle in the way
of an understanding between the two Churches which the Roman
Catholics had feared might be the case. In fact, some Anglican
theologians believe that those Articles are susceptible of an interpretation which would reconcile them with the teaching of the Council
of Trent. . . . Furthermore, the Anglican clergy in assenting to these
Articles are no longer considered bound, as formerly, to accept all
and each of the propositions which they contain." To all of which
we would say that elastic consciences can twist more rigid things
than the Thirty-nine Articles, but that does not say that their ethical
standard is above the casuistry of the Jesuit. It is deplorable to
read such an utterance coming from men who profess to be Christians.
It is further stated that agreement was reached "without much
difficulty" upon the following among others: (1) In the Eucharist
(i.e., the Lord's Supper) the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
are verily given, taken, and received by the faithful. By the consecration, bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ.
(2) The sacrifice of the Eucharist is the same sacrifice as that of the
cross, but offered in a mystical and sacramental manner. (3) Communion in both kinds was once the practice of the whole Church,
but in the West communion came to be limited to one kind for practical
reasons dependent upon circumstances. Consequently, in our view,
communion in both kinds is not a matter of doctrine, but one of
ecclesiastical discipline. (4) That the Roman See is the only historically known Apostolic See of the West; that the Bishop of Rome is,
as Augustine said of Pope Innocent I, President of the Western
Church; that he has a primacy among all the Bishops of Christendom;
so that without communion with him there is, in fact, no prospect
of a united Christendom.
If one were not aware of the mentality of the Anglo-Catholic type
of mind, agreement with Roman Catholics on such points would cause
the greatest amazement that it was within the bounds of reason for
men belonging to a Protestant Church to come to such conclusions.
Is it ~ny wonder t,hat the Archbishop of Canterbury, if we are to
accept the Daily Telegraph's statement, desired to hold over this
Report until the Deposited Prayer Book was presented to Parliament,
and is it any wonder after the Report has been published, that it has
caused a storm which may sweep more than the Corrected Prayer
Book before it? If the Romanizers in their fawning attitude to Rome,
and in this matter the two Archbishops are not guiltless, are making
fools of themselves in giving up the Protestant heritage of their Church
for the empty bauble of re-union with the See of Rome, the Pope is
in no hurry to abandon one inch of the arrogant claims of Rome, as
was made quite clear in Pius Xl's Encyclical. It is pathetic to read
of the aged Lord Halifax, now fast approaching his ninetieth year,
rushing off to Rome to see the Pope. Lying reports were circulated
of this interview; the veteran Romanizer was reported to have
receIved the blessing of the Pope, but the Osservatore Romano, the
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official organ of the Vatican, soon gave the quietus to these lies by
unfeelingly telling the world that the Pope never blessed Lord Halifax
at all. But Lord Halifax need not be too much cast down over this.
There are more in heaven than all the Popes can number who got
there without the Papal blessing, and even in spite of it.
It may be in the overruling providence of God that the Report of
the Malines Conver~ations was kept until now; for there can be no
doubt but its publication will stiffen the Protestant opposition to the
Corrected Prayer Book which has been issued by the Bishops. The
changes made in the ill-fated Deposited Book are not many or very
important. It is very significant that some of the leading dailies are
changing their attitude to the new Prayer Book, and it may be said
here in passing, that the manner in which the press, Scottish and
English, supported the Deposited Book said very little for its spineless
Protestantism. It is not the first time that controversy over a Prayer
Book shook a kingdom to its foundations, and it looks as if the
Bishops were given over to strong delusion in believing that the slight
changes made in the Book will placate Protestants, or influence the
minds of the Commons in the great issue. The Morning Post, which
has shown more of Protestantism in dealing with this question than
so many of its contemporaries, has an excellent comment on the
bearing of the Malines Conversations in the present controversy and
the utter uselessness of the Bishops' changes in the Book rejected by
the Commons. We take the liberty of quoting the following from one
of its recent leading articles:
" The official publication of even a partial account of the Malines
Conversations has, in the last few days, given a fresh shock to those
who fear that the foundations of the Protestant Faith in this country
may be undermined. Indeed, the atmosphere in which the Amended
Book must seek approval where it has once found rejection seems to
us less favourable to compromise than was formerly the case; and we
cannot avoid a regret that the perfectly legitimate action of the House
of Commons was taken up as a gage of battle by the leaders of the
Established Church. The issue, however, is now decided; and the
conflict must end, within a period to be numbered in weeks, either
by a ~ew and more significant rebuff to the Episcopacy, or by the
passage into law of a measure which, as it stands, will offend the
conscience of a very large number of loyal members of the Anglican
Church. From this dilemma we see no escape. Less heroic alternatives were possible. They cannot now be of any service, and it is
useless even to discuss them."
There can be little doubt that the leadership of the Archbishop of
Canterbury has been disastrous to the Church of England. His
friendly cognizance of the Malines Conversations, his whole attitude
in the Prayer Book Revision controversy, notwithstanding all the fair
promises made to placate the Protestant opposition, is too manifestly
pointing in one direction to calm the dark forebodings awakened in
minds that wish well to the Protestantism of the Church of England.
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Our interest in this controversy is not because we believe either in
the use of Prayer Books in public or private worship, or that we have
sympathy with the Episcopacy of the Church of England, but because
we believe a battle is being fought out in the face of the world between
the forces of reactionary medirevalism and Protestantism, and we are
keen enough as Protestants to wish that it would prevail and AngloCatholicism would be overthrown. This is much more than a denominationalstruggle in which the contestants might say to outsiders, " Attend
to your own affairs." It is a national question, and the battle is
being fought out not in a corner, but before the eyes of the whole
country.
SHAMEFUL PERSECUTION OF PROTESTANTSl
THE LAST MARTYR OF PROTESTANTISM IN CATHOLIC SPAIN.

WE are grieved to inform our kind readers and helpers that the present
condition in Spain from the point of view of religious liberty is worse
than ever. The Church of Rome still countenances persecution against
Protestants, and as she cannot, thank God, make use of all her instruments of torture with all their diabolical refinem~nts, the only way to
bring to an end Protestant propaganda is by sending Protestants to
prison as soon as they give public testimony of their Faith.
During the past year disgraceful persecutions have been recorded
in Villalonga, Turis, Ubeda, Toral de los Guzmanes, Salamanca, Soller,
Avila, Laredo,. Laguarre, Ambrona, Alicante, etc.
.
These persecutions have been made publicly known through all the
length and breadth of Spain and Latin Americas by means of our paper
The Herald, in which Pastor Rodriguez' son carried on a brave and
energetic campaign. Hundreds of letters have come congratulating
our rather risky toil for liberty, and many new subscribers are on our
list. Thank God for His protection, care and guidance.
To-day we have to bring forward the name of Dofia Carmen Padin,
the last martyr of Protestantism in Spain. She has proved to be a
brave soul who dared·to raise her voice against the Roman Catholic
innovations and idolatry. This courageous Protestant is actually in
prison serving a thoroughly unjust sentence of more than two years!
for having said to some Roman Catholic neighbours that the Virgin
Mary had given bi,·th to rrwre children after the Comi'ng of ottr Lord and
Saviour a-s it is said in the Bible.
For this she was denounced and condemned to more than two years'
imprisonment. Nevertheless, Dofia Carmen Padin, who is a poor widow
with children, at once appealed to the Supreme Court, and the lawyer,
Don Augusto Barcia, made a most eloquent and convincing defence.
But the influence of Rome is so forcible in Spain, that the Supreme
Court considered as just the sentence of the inferior Court.
Without l06S of time, the sentence was executed and poor Carmen
Padin was made a prisoner in the village called Grove. We may add
that, thanks to Don Luis R. Wirth, this martyr of the Gospel was not

.
182

The Gospel Magazine

carried away between two Civil Guards as commanded, walking several
miles, as is the case with criminals, for he took her and the Guards in
his motor car to Cambados. From this place she was sent to prison
at Segovia, a town some distance from Madrid, where she is at present.
It is really sad to think that, whilst in England men who hold holy
orders in what whould be called the Protestant Church are unquestionably disloyal to their ordination vow and are rapidly moving towards
Roman Catholicism, here in Spain, Romanists are not only persecuting
Protestants but sending them to filthy prisons for their religious beliefs.
WHAT RE WE DOING FOR CARMEN PADIN 1
As the censorship has forbidden us to write anything about her
imprisonment, we have appealed most earnestly to Primo de Rivera.
Pastor Rodriguez' son wrote an extensive and well thought out appeal
to the Prime Minister, the Dictator, pointing out the unjust case of
Carmen Padin from a social, moral, legal and Scriptural point of view,
which took up three pages of our Herald. His arguments from Scripture proving that Christ had brothers, and his quotations from the
original Greek versions could not be more convincing, more so when all
the texts were carefully taken from Roman Catholic versions to avoid
any further discussion or doubt from the Romanist point of view. But
alas! after all this careful study had been printed, the Censor made a
cross with his red pencil over all the printer's proofs, and therefore we
have not been able, much to our regret, to print this splendid appeal
in our Herald and send it all over Spain as we intended.
Does this alone not show how Carmen Padin's imprisonment is considered unjust and a shame 1 But we have not been defeated, and we
have addressed the appeal direct to the Government.
GOOD NEWS, AFTER ALL, FROM MADRID.

After some time, good news came to us from Madrid in answer to all
that has been done to obtain the Indult. The appeal has given its results
and the petition has been despatched favourably in the Law Court and
also in the Ministry of State. As it has passed to the Ministry of
Justice for its final resolution, we'lllust earnestly ask our English friends
to pray without ceasing that God may touch the hearts of those in
authority who have to decide in this matter, so that soon this poor
widow may be free from prison and back to her dear ones, now motherless and very sad at heart.
It is difficult to understand why God does not prevent these perplexities, but His path is well marked out, and He is probably using
this special case of dreadful persecution to be a public testimony to
strengthen the faith of others and to expose Rome in her true colours.
May God give Carmen Padin health and strength to continue firm
in her sorrow and trial till pardon comes by special grace of the king.
This brave martyr of the twentieth century has sealed her testimony
for Christ, and the King of Kings will no doubt reward her in heaven
with everlasting life.
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" Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life where unto thou
art also called and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses"
(1 Tim. vi. 12).
(The above account is printed by request from The Record of the
SpanIsh Religious Tract and Book Society, of which the Director is
the Rev. Luis Lopez Rodriguez. The Hon. Treasurer in England is
Miss G. A. Cousins, Manor Villa, Manor Road, West Worthing. She
will be pleased to forward any pecuniary help received for Dona Carmen
Padin as she is poor and her need is stated to be very great.-EDITOR.)

lttbit\1)s anb
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ENGLAND'S CHOICE: THE MASTER OR THE PRIEST.
THE PRIEST UNMASKED.
ApOSTOLIC SUCCESSION-A FIGMENT.
THE PRIEST AND THE SACRAMENTS.
THE PRIEST: THE BIBLE: THE NATION:
METHODISM OR PRIESTCRAFT.
By Joseph Johns. Price Id. each; 7d. per set, post free. (Rev.
J. Alfred Sharp, D.D., The Epworth Press, 25-35, City Road,
London, KC.1.)
In the first of these pampWets the author says, " A crisis has arisen
in the religious life of England. After twenty years' work by the
Sacerdotalists their Deposited Prayer Book has been rejected by the
House of Commons, by a majority of thirty-three. This has brought
the greatest of all issues before the nation. That issue is whether
England shall be true to the Reformation and free, or whether she
shall become Catholic, i.e., in everything save the headship of the
Pope, Roman Catholic."
In the second pampWet the author referring to the Deposited Book
says, "If ever the Book becomes law, a great step will have been
taken towards Rome. The fight, however, is not over. We are told
that the Book, with a few trifling alterations, will be reint,roduced.
The House of Commons has already rejected it once, and if the people
stand true to the Protestant faith of their fathers, it will be decisively
and finally rejected."
These pamphlets are written in a trenchant style and are decidedly
opposed to Priestcraft and Sacerdotalism. They are evidently written
by a Wesleyan. While naturally not endorsing all the author's views,
we are glad that others, besides Evangelicals in the Church of England,
are opposing the Bishops in their efforts to foist upon the nation a
Prayer Book so antagonistic to the teaching and principles of our
martyred reformers. All the godly in the land, to whatever denomination they belong, need to use their influence to prevent the Bishops'
Prayer Book from becoming legal.
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THE BRITISH CHURCH AND ITS INDEPENDENCE OF THE PAPAL SEE.
By the late Rev: R. P. Blakeney, D.D., LL.D. Pp. 19. Price 2d.,
post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98, Camber'well Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This is a reprint from Dr. Blakeney's great work, The Book of
Common Pmyer: Its History and Interpretation. Its object is to show
that long before Augustine came to Britain on a mission from Gregory,
in 596, there was a Church in this country. Representatives of the
British Church were present at the Council of ArIes in 314, and also
at the Councils of Sardica and Ariminum, held respectively in the
years 347 and 359.
The early British Church was independent of Rome and resisted
the pretensions of Rome when Augustine came.

"TOUCHING THE COMING OF THE LORD." By the late Dan Crawford.
Pp. 16. Price 2d. 15s. per lOO. (Hunt, Barnard & Co. Ltd.,
Aylesbury, Bucks, and G. H. Fromow, 10 Whitehall Gardens,
Chiswick, London, W.4.)
We warmly welcome the reprinting of this pamphlet by the late
Dan Crawford, author of Thinking Black. It is clear, penetrating
and Scriptural, and deals very ably with what we regard as one of
the popular errors of the day in connection with the coming of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
We hope our readers will get the· pamphlet, carefully read i , and
circulate it, broadcast.
THE REFORMATION IN DANGER. By Rev. J. J. Cunningham, M.A.
16 pages. Price, 12 copies Is. post free. (Mr. David Catt,
21, Clapton Square, London, E.5.)
This is a telling pamphlet indicating in forcible language the peril
we are in through the rise of Anglo-Catholicism, and the efforts which
are being made to legalize the New Prayer Book. It is worthy of
wide circulation.
THE BISHOPS AGAINST THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. By Michael J. F.
McCarthy. Pp. 16. Price 3d. (Protestant Truth Societ , 3 and
4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.).
Mr. McCarthy writes in this pamphlet in his usual trenchant manner
on the attitude which the Bishops have taken in reference to the
rejection by the House of Commons of the Prayer Book Measme on
December 15th last. He believes that the House of Commons will
again reject the Prayer Book Measure, and will thus" repeat the glorious service it performed so often in the past by saving Britain from the
plague of Popery."
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