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WHOLE-HEARTED DEVOTION TO CHRIST.
" Then took Mary a pound 01 ointment 01 spikenard, very costly, and
anointed the leet 01 JESUS, and wiped His feet with her hair: and
the house was filled with the odour 01 the ointment."-JoHN xii. 3.

of the characters in Bunyan's great work, the Pilgrim's
Faithful noticed him in the way and
entered into conversation with him. At first he was impressed
favourably with him. He found him ready to talk of " the necessity
of the new birth, the insufficiency of our works, the need of CHRIST'S
righteousness." In fact he declared his readiness to "talk of
things heavenly, or things earthly; things moral, or things evangelical; things sacred, or things profane; things past, or things
to come; things foreign, or things at home; things more essential,
or things circumstantial; provided that all be done to our profit."
There would appear to have been no subject on which he could
not speak with glibness of tongue. He was Talkative by name and
talkative by nature. When, however, Faithful spoke to Christian
about him, he found that his opinion of Talkative was by no means
good. Christian knew his whole history. He was the son of one
Say-well, and he dwelt in Prating Row. "As he talketh now with
you," said Christian, " so will he talk when he is on the ale-bench;
and the more drink he hath in his crown, the more of these things
he hath in his mouth. Religion hath no place in his heart, or
house, or conversation; all he hath lieth in his tongue, and his
religion is to make a noise therewith," in fact" the common people,"
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said Christian, "that know him;" say of him, ' a saint abroad, and
a devil at home.' "
A man like Talkative may have much head knowledge of Divine
truth, but his heart is far from GOD. He knows nothing experimentally of the grace and mercy of GOD. The fear of GOD is not
in ills heart. In the case of such a one there can be no whole~
hearted devotion to the LORD. We need to beware of such;:
characters, and even the LORD'S true people need to beware of
mere talk. Godly~n;llnisters are bound to preach the truth and to
dwell also on the" !>ober, righteous and godly life which should
characterize the real Christian, but how they feel that it is easIer
to preach the truth than to live it. How often even they, and all
the LORD'S true people, need to pray that the LORD may grant
them His enabling grace that they may manifest in their lives that
they are indeed the subjects of Divine grace, and that the root of
the matter is in them.
"Real devotion to the LORD does not spring from those who are
merely glib of tongue to talk on Divine truths. It comes from
one to whom the LORD hath in mercy given a new heart, and who
has experienced GOD'S saving mercy and grace in his soul.
Such devotion to the LORD was manifest.ed by Mary the sister
of Martha and Lazarus. Our LORD had come to Bethany six days
before the Passover and six days before His death. Bethany was
about two miles from Jerusalem, and our LORD seems to have
made it His home during the last few days of His life (see Matt.
xxi. 17; Mark xi. ll). In this village they made Him a supper.
Martha served, but Lazarus, recently raised from the dead, was
one of them that sat at the table with Him. At tills supper Mary
took a pound of ointment, very costly, "and anointed the feet of
JESUS, and wiped His feet with her hair." Unlike a large number
of modern women and girls Mary's hair was long. She knew that
it was" a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven," and that" if
a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her" (1 Cor. xi. 6, 15). She,
therefore, retained her hair, and used it as a means of manifesting
her whole-hearted devotion to her LORD and SAVIOUR. Tills act
of hers in anointing the LORD with precious and costly ointment
proved how devoted she was to her LORD and MASTER, It is of
that devotion we wish at this time to write.
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1. First, observe that it was the devotion of a beloved disciple of the
LORD.
.
The LORD loved her. How beautifully it is written, "Now
JESUS loved Martha, and her Bister, and Lazarus" (John xi. 5).
The LORD loved Mary with a Divine love. He loved her with an
everlasting love. Her name was Written in His book of life before
,the foundation of the world. She was one of the members of His
mystical body which were written in the roll of GOD'S elect, "when
as yet there was none of them" (Psalm cxxxix. 16). JESUS indeed
loved her. For her as well. as for an innumerable multitude He
was about to lay down His life. He loved her, and therefore He
gave Himself for her. Thus she was one of His people. There can
be no devotion to Him unless we are· numbered amongst His
people. He is only precious to them that believe. Can we all
say who read these lines, " He loved me and gave Himself for me "
(Gal. ii. 20) 1 Oh! the blessedness of knowing that He loved me,
that I was one of the objects of His love when He died upon the
tree. To the Corinthian saints the apostle said, "Ye know the grace
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, that, though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich"
(2 Cor. viii. 9).
2. Secondly, obseroe that Mary's act was the devotion of a disciple
who loved the LoRD.
She was not only beloved of the LORD, but the LORD was loved
by her. He was precious to her heart. He was to her the chiefest
amongst ten thousand and the altogether lovely ONE.
She could say, "I love Him, because He first loved me." There
can be no doubt that she had tasted of His grace and experienced
His forgiving mercy. Her case is illustrated by that other unnamed
woman, who was in a marked degree a sinner, who "when she
knew that JESUS sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an
alabaster box of ointment, and stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them with
the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and anointed them with
the ointment." Why did that poor unnamed woman (for whose
identification with Mary Magdalene there is not a particle of Scriptural warrant) thus manifest her whole-hearted devotion to the
LoRD JESUS ~ It was because" she loved much." But why did
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she love Him much 1 Because she had been much forgiven. She
had experienced the forgiving mercy of the LORD. Her sins, which
were many, had been forgiven; of the LORD'S forgiving mercy she
had a deep sense, and her devotion to Him corresponded with her
realization of His' infinite mercy. We may not all have sinned, as
did that poor woman, but if we know the plague of our own hearts,
we shall not have a good word to say of ourselves. We shall be
ready to acknowledge that our hearts are deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked. If, however, the blood of JESUS CHRIST,
GOD'S' SON, hath cleansed us from all out innumerable sins, the
more we realize this the greater will be our love, and the greater
will be our devotion to Him Who loved us, and gave Himself for
us. Mary loved the LORD much, because, doubtless, she realized
she had been forgiven much. Hence her whole-hearted devotion.
3. Thirdly, observe that Mary's devotion was that of a well-taUght
,disciple of the LORD.
'
This was not the first time she had met the LORD. On a previous
occasion Martha received Him into her house, and Mary "sat at
JESUS' feet, and heard His word" (Luke x. 39). How much she
learnt from Him on that occasion we are not told, but evidently
she drank in a great deal of truth both then and at other times.
She and Martha knew Him as their TEACHER. When He came to
raise her brother from the dead, Martha said to her, "The MASTER
(lit. TEACHER) is come, and calleth for thee" (John xi. 28). She
knew Him as her LORD. "LORD," she said, "if Thou hadst been
here, my brother had not died." With her sister Martha she could
doubtless say, "Yea, LORD; I believe that Thou art the CHRIST,
the SON of GOD, Which should come into the world" (John xi. 27).
Thus she had listened to the gracious w0rds which proceeded out
of His mouth. She knew Him to be a Divine TEACHER, the longpromised MESSIAH, the SON of the living GOD. Her great insight
into His Person and into the truths which He spake would influence
her devotion to His service. Lack of whole-hearted devotion on
the part of some believers may partly be due to a deficient know~
-ledge of Divine truth concerning the offices; the Person, and the
Work of the LORD JESUS. The more we prayerfully meditate on
that Word, of which CHRIST is the great theme, the more likely are
we to be influenced to live not unto ourselves, but unto Him.
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4. Fourthly, notice that Mary's devotion to her LORD was murepresented and misundm;,tood.

Judas suggested that Mary's act was a want of love to the poor.
"Why," he said, "was not this ointment sold for three hundred
pence, and given to the poor!" Mary was doubtless full of sympathy for the poor, and probably she privately ministered to them
from time to time, but she also loved her LORD, and she felt that
His present circumstances, into which she had probably a keener
insight than many others, required and called for a special manifestation of love and devotedness. The words of Judas, however,
were dictated by covetousness" "This he said, not that he cared
for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare
what was put therein."
But even some of the LORD'S own true disciples misunderstood
Mary's devoted act, and used words which she must have. felt
'keenly. Influenced no doubt by Judas, of whose perfidy and hypocrisy they were unaware, they said, "To what purpose is this
waste 1" They suggested that Mary's act was extravagant. "And
they murmured against her." Me.ekly and patiently, however, she
seemed to have borne these cruel suggestions and criticisms. We
may learn, however, from all this that those who whole-heartedly
devote themselves to the LORD must not be surprised if they are
misrepresented, misunderstood and maligned, and unkindly criticized not only by the mere professor, but some of the LORD'S Own
true people. Her case shows how cautious we should be in criticizmg members of the LORD'S family. What may seem wrong to
us may be pleasing in His sight.
5. Lastly, notice how welcome and grateful to the LORD'S heart was
this act of devotion.
No human being could possibly fathom the trial through which
the LORD ·JESUS was then passing.
He knew that in a few more days He would be delivered to the
Gentiles, mocked, spitefully entreated, spat on, scourged and
crucified. He knew that already the chief priests and Pharisees
had determined on His death (John xi. 47:-53). He knew that
Judas himself would betray Him, that Peter would deny Him, and
that the rest would forsake Him.
The cup of penal suffering would soon have to be drunk to the
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very dregs. Even His FATHER'S face would momentarily be
hidden from Him. With such intense suffering before Him, as the
willing and holy SURETY of His people, how grateful and welcome
to His heart must have been the sincere and wholehearted love and
devotion of Mary. Hence we find that He warmly commended
her act. The thing which she did was nothing but good. "She
hath wrought a good work upon Me." Opportunities for doing
good to the poor would always be present. " Ye have the poor
with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them good:
but Me ye have not always." Thus He vindicated the act of His
beloved follower, and said, "Why trouble ye the woman ~ " (with
these unkind criticisins). "Let her alone." "She hath done what
she could" to comfort My heart in My incomparable sorrow. In
fact, " She is come aforehand to anoint My body to the burying."
As a matter of fact the LORD'S dead hody was not anointed as was
customary with the Jews. Godly women had prepared spices and
ointments with the object of anointing His body, but when they
came to perform this loving ministry they found that the tomb
was empty (see Mark xvi. 1 ; Luke xxiii. 55, 56, and xxiv. 1).
Mary, however, anticipated this act of love. She had evidently
received His teaching ahout His death with real simple faith. She
believed His death was near at hand. She may even have realized
that the usual anointing of His dead body would not be possible.
Anyhow, the LORD said, "In that she hath poured this ointment
on My body, she did it for My burial" (Matt. xxvi. 12; Mark xiv. 8).
Doubtless she did it intentionally for His burial, manifesting by
her act her intense love and devotion to her LORD, as well as her
keen 'realization of what was before Him. His other disciples did
not seem to have realized that His death was near. They were so
anticipating that He would soon enter upon His Kingly reign, that
they were incapable of receiving His repeated predictions about His
death. Mary's faith was ofa simpler and more childlike order.
She knew and believed that her LORD'S death was about to occur,
and hence this loving and wholehearted act of devotion.
Professor Smeaton, in reference to this, says, " Not less significant
are the words of CHRIST spoken with reference to the act of Mary
of Bethany, when she anointed Him with precious ointment: 'She
.did it for My burial' (Matt. xxvi. 12). She seems to have received
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instruction from Him on the subject of His death, and ingenuously
to have accepted the words in their proper sense. Many will have
it, that JESUS was merely pleased to represent the matter in such
a light, but that the woman designed nothing of that nature. But
that comment is not warranted by the language, which rather gives
us a gliIDpse into her heart, and indicates that her whole loving
nature was moved. That groundless commentary has been
adopted' mainly because her faith was simpler, more enlightened,
and more direct than that of the disciples. But why should that
.cause any difficulty, when faith is not always according to the
opportunities ~ JESUS seems to have instructed her in private as
to the nature and efficacy of His death, which she now regards as
certain; and she had credited His words with a simplicity and
.directness which those who dreamed of posts of honour and distinction did not share. This, then, is almost a proof of His having
given further statements on His death than is narrated in the
Gospels" (The Doctrine of the Atonement as Taught by CHRIST
Ht:msel/, pp. 7, 8).
The LORD JESUS concluded His commendation of Mary's loving
act by predicting that it would be told wherever the Gospel would
be preached. It was evidently His intention that Mary's loving and
devoted act should be told and talked of by His people all through
the Christian dispensation. And why ~ Surely that all His people
should seek for grace to be as whole-heartedly devoted to their
LoRD and MASTER as she was. We must all feel surely that our
love to our gracious LORD is not what it ought to be. May the
love and devotion of Mary stimulate us to be more whole-heartedly
devoted to Him Who hath loved us and washed us from our sins
in His Own blood.
"Hark, my soul! it is the LORD;
'Tis thy Saviour-hear His word;
JESUS speaks, and speaks to thee:
'Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou Me ~ ,
"LORD, it is my chief complaint,
That my love is weak and faint:
Yet I love Thee and adoreOh! for grace to love Thee more."
Wkitington Vicarage
THE EDITOR
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
(Thomas Houghton).
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DELIVERED FOR OUR OFFENCES, AND RAISED AGAIN
FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION.
" Who was delivered for our offences, and was rm".sed again for our
iustification."-RoMANs iv. 25.

,Two great facts are mentioned here, the death and resurrection of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He it is of whom the apostle
writes, and the apostle makes this twofold declaration conceming
Him in relation to His believing people. The Epistle is addressed
to the Roman Christians whose faith in Christ was spoken of
throughout the whole world. They were "the called of Jesus
Christ," "beloved of God, called to be saints" (see Rom. i. fh'3).
For their offences the Lord Jesus was delivered up to death. On
account of their justification was He raised again. Hath God in
His mercy effectually called us to be His sanctified ones ~ Hath
He given us that faith by which we trust in the blood and righteousness of His Son ~ If 80, we can say of Christ, "He was delivered
for our offences and was raised again for our justification." When
He was delivered over to death He was acting as our Substitute and
,Surety. When He rOSe from the dead, it was because He had
secured our justification. The death and resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ are two of the great fundamental truths of the Chris-'
tian faith. The apostle in this passage tells us why He died and
why He rose again.
1. Let us first consider why our Lord Jesus Christ was delivered up
to death.

There were many secondary causes.
a. He was delivered to death because of the cOvetousness of the
traitor.

Judas" was a thief, arid. had the bag, :and bare what was put
therein." He had evidently" often stolen the money which was
entrusted to him, and his final a.ct of base treachery
. was due to his
covetous love of money. "What will ye give me," he said, "and
I will deliver Him unto you ~ And they covenanted with him for
thirty pieces of silver. And from that time he sought opportunity
to betray Him" (Matt. xxvi. 15, 16). But behind this awful sin
,
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there was the influence of the devil. "The devil
. put into the
heart of Judas Iscariot, Bimon's son, to betray Him" (John xiii. 2).
Why did the devil put this thought into the heart of Judas? It
was because He was Christ's enemy. The great spiritual power,
therefore, which brought about the death of our Lord Jesus Christ
was " that old serpent, called the devil, and Satan," and he made
use of a professed disciple of Christ to bring about his hellish designs.
How solemn to think that a professed Christian should be used by
the devil to compass the death of the Holy One of God! How
solemn, too, to think that worldly gain should be to such an ex:tent
the all-absorbing passion of a man that he was willing actually to
betray the incarnate Son of God for the sake of adding to his possessions. Here, then, we have the solemn fact that one who was
numbered amongst the apostles of Christ was used by Satan to be
an instrument to compass the death of Christ. If we are "to
stand against the wiles of the devil" we need to put on the whole
armour of God. If we are to quench his fiery darts, we need to
take the shield of faith.
. b. He was delivered to death because of the envy and malice of the
.leaders of the professing Church.

Here is another secondary cause of Christ's death.. "The chief
priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put
Him to death: and when they had bound Him, they led Him
away, and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor." Subsequently we read of Pilate, "He knew that for envy they had
delivered Him" (Matt. xxvii. 1, 2, 18). Prompted by envy they
had delivered Him to Pilate. They were full of ill-will and malice
towards Christ. They grudged Him the popularity and fame
which His teaching and miracles had gained among the people, and
hence they desired His death, and delivered Him over to Pilate
to that end. The Lord Jesus, Who knew their hearts, said of them,
"They hated Me without a cause" (John xv. 25). Here, then,we
have the leaders of the Jewish Church, the ecclesiastics ofthe day,
manifesting hatred to the Christ of God. They virtually said, "We
will not have this Man to reign over us." They despised arid
rejected the Lord of glory. They set at nought the Stone laid in
Zion for the foundation of the Church. They rejected Him Whom
God had appointed to be the only Saviour of sinful men. Thus,
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men may hold high office in the professing Church, and yet they
may hate and reject Christ as revealed in the Word. They may
speak reverently of a Christ of their own imagination, and reject
Christ as He is set forth and borne witness to by the inspired
writings of the Old and New Testaments. High ecclesiastical
office is no guarantee of real love to the Lord and fidelity to His
truth.
o. He was delivered to death because men falsely regarded Him
as an evildoer.
"What accusation bring ye against this Man?" said Pilate.
Christ's enemies answered, " If He were not a malefactor, we would
not have delivered Him up unto thee" (John xviii. 29, 30). They
regarded Him as an evildoer. They considered He was sinful as
other men were. In very deed, however, He was" the Holy One
of God." He" did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth."
He was absolutely" without sin." His enemies, however, regarded
Him as an evildoer who was worthy of death. Hence they crucified
Him between two thieves, and Isaiah's prophecy was accomplished
in Him when He was thus "numbered with the transgressors"
(Isaiah liii. 12). It is true that He " once suffered for sins," but
they were not His Own sins. "Christ died," God's people can
say, "for Quor sins according to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. xv. 3). When
He thus suffered He did so as "the Just One for the unjust" (1
Peter iii. 18).
d. He was delivered up to death to please the people.
"Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto
them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged Him, to be crucified" (Mark xv. 15). The people, under the influence of the cbief
priests, preferred Barabbas to Christ. They desired a murderer
to be granted unto them, and wished Christ the sinless One to be
crucified. "They cried out, Let Him be crucified." Then Pilate
"delivered Jesus to their will" (Luke xxiii. 25). The depraved
.will of the people and the weakness of the Roman governor were
two more of the secondary causes which caused Jesus to be
delivered up to death. Thus of a truth against God's holy
Child Jesus, Whom He had anointed, "both Herod, and Pontius
Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered
together."
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Under the secret influence of the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience, a traitorous apostle, the civil and ecclesiastical rulers, representatives of the Gentiles and the people of
Israel united together, and with one voice delivered the Lord of
glory to death. Truly, He was despised and rejected of men, a
Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Here we see how the
devil, the world", and the professing Church, united in killing the
Prince of life. What a commentary is all this on the awful depravity
of the human heart! That heart is still unchanged. It ifl still
" deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." The world
still hates Christ as He is set forth in the Scriptures, and it hates
His true people, and the more they approximate to Christ's
character and to His teachings, the more will they be despised and
rejected by the world. "If ye were of the world, the world would
love his own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you."
"Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you" (John xv. 19 ;
1 John iii. 13).
e. He was delivered up to death because of the gracious purpose of
God towards His beloved and chosen people.

Here we have the first, the primary cause of Christ's. death.
That death was not merely the outcome of the malice of Satan and
of men, but it was the result of God's eternal purpose to save from
the consequences of Adam's sin a multitude of sinners which no
man could number. When Herod, and Pontius Pilate, and the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel combined together against
Jehovah's anointed One, and put Him to death, they were only
doing what God's hand and God's counsel determined before to be
done (see Acts iv. 27, 28). Hence Peter said on the day of Pentecost, "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain" (Acts ii. 23). We thus see that the death of Christ
was really the gracious act of God for the eternal salvation of His
chosen people. "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him." God the
Father, out of love to fallen and favoured sinners, gave up His onlybegotten Son to die, the Just One for the unjust. He spared not
His Own Son, but delivered Him up for them all (see Rom. viii. 32).
He said, " Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd, and against the
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Man That is My Fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the
Shepherd" (Zech. :lJii. 7).
"The Father lifted up His rodo Christ, it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy GodThere's not one stroke for me ;
Thy tears, Thy blood, beneath it flowed;
Thy bruising healeth me."
Yet, let us ever remember that the Man Who is Jehovah's Fellow
voluntarily bared His Own breast to receive the stroke of judicial
death as the covenanted Surety and Substitute of His people. The
verb" to deliver" in Romans iv. 25, is translated" to give" in
Ephesians v. 2, 25 and Galatians ii. 20. In these passages we
learn that" Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it." He
'Coluntarily laid down His life for the sheep. No man really took
His life from Him. He voluntarily died as the holy and sinless
substitute of His people, because they were the objects of His
unmerited love. Each believer can therefore say, "He loved me,
and gave Himself for me."
But it might be said, if death is the wages of sin, how came it
that One ·Who did no sin died? The answer is that "the Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." The sins of His people
were laid upon Him by imputation, and He bare their penalty in
His Own body on the tree. Not for sins of His Own wa He
wounded to death. "In Him is no sin." "He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are
healed" (Isaiah liii. 5). In reference to this great truth, foretold
in the prophetic Scriptures, the apostle says He " was delivered for
our offences." This is the uniform teaching of Scripture. Death
is the penalty of sin. Christ endured that penalty and thus
redeemed His people from the curse of the law. His blood was
shed for many to secure the remission of their sins, and they have
redemption through His blood, the remission of sins, according to
the riches of Divine grace.
We bless the Father for delivering up His Son. We bless the
Son for voluntarily and willingly delivering up Himself. We bless
the Holy Ghost for testifying of such a Saviour to our souls, and
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we cannot help but say, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us
from our sins in His Own blood . . . to Him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever" (Rev. 1. 5, 6).
2. Secondly, let 1tS consider more lwiefly why our Lord Jesus
Chri.st was raised from the dead.
The words of the passage we are considering teach us that our
offences were the cause of Christ's death, and that our justification
was the cause of His resurrection. He was delivered to death on
account of our sins, or because our sins were imputed to Him, and
He was raised again on account of our justification, that is, because
our justification had been secured by His death.
Let it be noted that justification is that act of God by which He
declares a sinner righteous. To justify means to declare righteous.
There are two groUnds on which a man may be justified or declared
righteous. First, because he is righteous. If a man is innocent of
a particular crime charged against him, then the judges are bound
to justify him or declare him righteous (see Deut. xxv. 1).
Secondly, a man may be justified or declared righteous because
the righteousness of Another is imputed to him. This is the
justification which is the portion of every believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ. In himself he is unrighteous, and therefore cannot
be justified on the ground that he is personally righteous. God,
however, in His grace has provided the righteousness of Another
which is imputed to all who trust in Christ, and on this ground God
justifies the ungodly. This is "the blessedness of the man, unto
.whom God imputeth righteousness without works" (Rom. iv. 6).
Righteousness is graciously imputed to them that believe (Rom.
iv. 11). This righteousness is called" the righteousness of God",
and is unto all and upon all them that believe. It is a righteousness
which God has provided. It is a righteousness found in Christ,
and consisting of His obedience lmto death as the Substitute of
His people. God made Him to be sin for us, though He was sinless,
that we might be made tht> righteousness of God in Him. How did
God make Him to be sin for us 1 By laying our sins by imputation
on Him. How does God make His believing people the righteousness of God in Him 1 By imputing Christ's Divinely-provided
righteousness to us. In what does this righteousness consist 1 It
consists in Christ's obedience unto death. "As by one man's
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disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One
shall many be made righteous" (Rom. v. 19). We are treated
and regarded as sinners because Adam's sin of disobedience is
imputed to us. We are treated and regarded as righteous because
Christ's obedience is imputed to us. As His obedience was consummated in His death we are justified or declared righteous freely
by God's grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus (see
Rom. iii. 24). Christ's obedience unto death, then, is imputed to
His believing people. That secured their eternal justification.
Hence, whereas He was delivered because we had sinned, He was
raised because we were justified. His obedience unto death had
secured the justification of all those whom he represented, and for
whom He was the spotless Surety. Hence death could no longer
hold Him, He must rise because He had exhausted the penalty of
the law, and obeyed all its precepts. He was raised because in the
purpose of God He had secured the justification of all His people.
Their apprehension of this great blessing would certainly follow in
due course. Bishop Moule says; "We sinned, therefore He
suffered: we were justified, therefore He rose." He goes on to
say, "In the Divine Idea every future believer was declared to
be justified, through an accomplished Propitiation, when Jesus
rose. His resurrection proved His acceptance as our Substitute,
and therefore our Acceptance in Him" (Epistle to the Romans,
Cambridge Bible for Schools, p. 98).
Bishop Pearson says, " Dying for those sins which we committed,
He rose from the dead to show that He had made full satisfaction
for them, that we believing in Him might obtain remission of our
sins, and justification of our persons. . . . God . . . raising up
our Surety from the prison of the grave, did actually absolve, and
apparently acquit, Him from the whole obligation to which He had
bound Himself, and in discharging Him acknowledged full satisfaction made for us. Who then shall lay anything to the charge of
God's elect 1 It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again"
(Pearson on The Greed, Article V).
Dr. Gill says, "Christ's resurrection did not procure the justification of His people; that was done by His obedience and death;
but was for the testification of it, that it might fully appear that
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sin was atoned for, and an everlasting righteousness was brought
in" (Gill's Commentary on Rom. iv. 25).
May these two great foundation truths be precious to our souls.
"Who now accuseth them,
For whom their Ransom died 1
Who now shall those condemn
Whom God hath justified 1
Captivity is captive led;
For Jesus liveth, that was dead."
THE

TVhitington Vica1'age,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton)

A BENEFICED CLERGYMAN AND JOHN CALVIN.
THE following testimony in reference to our February issue has recently
been received from an esteemed clergyman in Hertfordshire: "I
have just been reading the February number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and feel I must write to thank you for putting in Bishop Knox's
words about Calvin. English Churchmen used at one time to agree
with Richard Hooker about Calvin, or at least more of them did than
now. Calvin is now unknown, but still disliked by those whose ideas
of him are derived from his enemies.
" What you print about the Vicar of Buxton on the New Evangelicals
and Calvinism is very interesting. Mr. Peacock was by no means
the last stalwart Calvinist, though many would wish he were.
"You have other very nice and comforting pieces, e.g., 'Christ
the Sinbearer all through His life.' I hope you will be encouraged
in your work, and receive greatly the favour of the Lord."

TESTI 10 Y FROM BOURNEMOUTH.
A KIND correspondent, living in Bournemouth, in sending his subscription and a donation for the GOSPEL :M:AGAZINE Fund writes: "The
delay is caused by the sickness and death of my beloved wife, who in
health and in sickness each month looked for and read with avidity
and constancy the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and frequently recently and
through many years extolled its contents as suitable to her experience
in Divine realities. Her last words before she fell asleep on Christmas
morning were, 'Thou knowest that I love Thee. . . .' Throughout
life she was a staunch lover of free grace themes. . . . She has been a
member for m::l.llY long years of the Strict Baptists."
I I
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WELLSPRINGS.
" There shall not any man be Ghle to stand before thee all the days of
thy life .. as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not
fail thee, nor fo;'sake thee."-JosHuA i. 5.

IT has been the custom of the writer for many years, at the beginning
of the year to seek for some special text that may be her own in
personal application, by the Holy Spirit, through the coming months.
Invariably after lliany errands to the Throne of Gmce, a word has
been given that one could not doubt was from the I,ord and which
has proved throughout the after months' experience that the Lord
in His tender compassions and faithfulness had gone before Hi"
servant.
Let me give one instance of personal experience. A few years
flince, as I sought and sought again for a special promise, the wordsso familiar and yet so potently sweet and fresh-dropped with power,
"My presence shall go with thee." Then card after card at that
season came from beloved friends, and our dear Editor's motto card
with the same words was received. Precious as it was, fears arose,
and all unbelieving and graceless forebodings of trouble ahead, cast
me down, rather than lifted me up, and fOl a season robbed me of
the comfort of it, feeling sure by its reiteration trouble was near.
But the balances of the Sanctuary sooner or later settled the poise
and the soul rested secure, and faith laid down upon the promise
and argued that if trial did come, my God was there before it and
His presence would richly compensate, support and carry His child
through. That new year opened with the renewed promise of His
presence, and many weeks had not run their course ere a trial from &
surprising, unexpected source, fell, and was followed throughout that
year by one after another. Thus the word given proved the tender
mercy and ';lompassion of my faithful Covenant-keeping God and His
presence truly went with me, supported and comforted in spite of
all the straits and difficulties, and at the close of that year gavc mc
cause to look back, admire, and adore the lovingkindness of thc
Lord and the way He had led and dealt with His unworthy serV<1nt
and supported me with His promised presence.
To-day, beloved reader, you and I are here to testify that our God
is as good as His Word, and what He has spoken He will assmedly
do, and we live upon His promises and have all things and abound,
since " this God is our God for ever and ever, and He will be our
Guide even unto death,"
At the closing days of 1928 the words which head this paper were
given. They encouraged me to go forward over the threshold of
1929. They came again and again with sweetness and surprise as
friend after friend sent them on their card of greeting, none knowing
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the secret; and by faith's application they are mine every day as I
can look up into my heavenly Father's face and say Thou saidst, " I
will not fail thee," and my need is great for Thee to keep me and help
n1e.
Let us now look at the words in their setting, and may the Lord
the Spirit make it a soul-profitable considerabion at this time. There
is a young man in the wilderness named Joshua: which name signifies
Sl1viour. He i~ first mentioned in Exod. xvii. 13, where we read of
Moses' hands being heavy, upheld by Aaron and Hur, whilst" Joshua
discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword." The
next time we find Joshua mentioned is in the twenty-fourth chapter
and thirteenth verse, " And Moses rose up and his minister Joshua:
and Moses went up into the mount of God." In that sacred office
it is deeply interesting to trace bis holy Lalling and close adherence
to it, whereby the Lord was qualifying and preparing His dear servant
for his futme work. And to this work he was called when" Moses
the servant of the Lord died" at "an hundred and twenty years
old." Then the Lord speaks unto Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses'
minister, saying, "Moses My servant is dlad; now ther\ fore arise,
go over this Jordan, thou and all this people, unto the land which
I do give to them, even to the children of Israel. Every place that
the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you,
as I said unto :Mose~. . . . There shall not any man be able to stand
before thee all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so I will
be with thee; I will not fail thee nor forsake thee." With that
stupendous work before him of leading the great congregation of
Israel out of the wilderness into the promised land, would not the
Lord's dear servant need such a strong promise to rest upon 1 And
he had it and proved how the appointment, being Divine, came under
the special blessing of his God. The Lord had previously spoken,
" But Joshua, the son of Nun, which standeth before thee, he shall
go in thither: encourage him; for he shall cause Israel to inherit it "
(Deut. i. 38). And we referred just previously to Joshua being prepared, taught and qualified, as indeed is every sent servant of the
Lord, to his work: "Take thee Joshua, the son of NtID, a man in
whom is the Spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; and set him before
Eleazer the priest, and before all the congregation, and give him a
charge in their sight" (Num. xxvii. 18, 19). Oh, how necessary is
the" charge" for every ambassador of the Lord; every servant who
is to herald forth the everlasting Gospel, every minister who is called
to speak all and only the words that the LOld tells him to speak.
How necessary is a Divine call to the ministry; a Divine qualification
thereto, and the Divine approval stamped upon it. If we run before
the Lord and take upon us what He has not called us unto, then we
may only expect disappointment and failure. There have been many
<C false prophets" wbo went when the Lord had not sent them.
There
have been many who have dared to offer "strange fire" as USUl'ping .the priest's office. There was a king who thought he could do
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what only the priests were appointed to do in their sacred office,
and we know how God's heavy judgment fell upon him for his
transgression.
In contrast we think of Jeremiah to whom were given God's words,
and these and these alone was he to speak. So, as we have said.
when He calls He qualifies, equips, and strengthens, and blesses, then
results are seen, and if it be of God nothing can withstand it, ana
if it be of His wisdom and counsel none can overthrow it.
But to return to Joshua. We find Moses, now the aged servant of
the Lord, declaring how he is " this day an hundred and twenty years
old and I ean no more go out and come in," and he well knows his
mission is now to cease. Moses the lawgiver must be set aside and
Joshua must lead the people over, as the Lord hath said. Moses
now encourages the great congregation of people, saying, " Be strong
and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them; for the Lord
thy God, He it is that doth go with thee; He will not fail thee, nor
forsake thee." Which blessed promise is again repeated to him who
is now to be their leader (Deut. xxxi. 6-8), and t,hus their hearts are
encouraged in a faithful and unfailing God.
We may not stay in this brief paper to show how Joshua, with hiS'
significant name, was to represent the far greater Aatitype Who would
lead His people to their heavenly Canaan. And through the whol~
subsequent history of Joshua we read of his life and mighty acts under
the Divine smile, help and approval. And do you wonder, dear
reader, that he was constrained to declare the faithfulness of his
promise-giving and promise-performing God when having" waxen old
and stricken in age" he declared before all the people, "that not on~
thing hath failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spoke
concerning you,. all aTe come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath
failed thereof" (Joshua xxiii. 14) ~
o children of God, recount His mercies and testify of the loving
faithfulness of your God! Tell it out how day by day you live to
prove it, and how He faileth not, He keepeth Covenant" and how to
the present moment you are realizing the truth of His word, " I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee." For the same promises which
your faith is led to rest upon are the promises given in all ages to
His servants. They are Covenant promises. "As I was with Moses,
so I will be with Thee." It is a sweet and heartening exercise to recall
past favours and fulfilled promises of your God. Those that we have
in Holy Scripture are left on record to encourage weak and fearing
saints; so thac we always have them to look back upon and remember
thac as our God was with one and another of His servants, so He would
be to each succeeding generation. His name and honour are in it,
and Litcle Faith may ever approach the mercy-seat with the plea,
" Thou saidst." And if God, your God, fail you, what will He do
nnto His great name ~ You have, doubtless, dear child of God, had
all chese holy arguments on your lips from an exercised hearc in seasons
of great trial of faith, and methinks you have likewise to testify,
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«Blessed be God Who hath not turned away my prayer nor His
mercy from me."
If He had failed you, you would have been the first one who could
ever have cause to tell Him so! But, thank God, that can never
be the case. "God is not a man that He should lie, neither the son
of man that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He not do
it; or hath He spoken and sh'l.ll He not make it good?" As He was
with Moses and Joshua, so He is with everyone of His sons and
daughters-" I will not fail thee nor forsake thee."
But perhaps some reader is saying in fear and unbelief, " Oh, my
circumstances are very peculiar, this is a particular trial, a poignant
grief, and if only such ann such were altered, I might be better able
to enjoy and rest upon the promise." Well, dear tried soul, that is
nothing else but the language of unbelief and limiting the Holy One of
Israel. God is the God of all your circumstances; He has chosen the
path you are in; He has appointed the crook in your lot; He knows
the way you are taking and nothing that befalls you can possibly
be a mistake or after-thought. A Covenant God has decreed the
« all things" in your life, which in His Covenant love and wisdom
shall be made to " work together for good" to you. And, moreover,
what can you lack? what could you suffer amidst all your trials and
troubles? since He is with you, Who hae said, "I will not fail thee,
nor forsake thee". With Him-though as having nothing-we
possess all things. "In everything ye are enriched by Him," and
«Ye are complete in Him."
Now if we put. the first and the last words of our text at the beginning and end of a line and consider the promise spoken, in the midst
what have we but the glorious assertion-I, Jehovah Jesus, will not
fail thee. Divinity at the beginning, the great and gloriollil I Am Who
is the eternal God, and at the end, poor frail sinful man! And the
glorious work and efficacy of redemption brings the two together.
It was said of the Redeemer by His Father in speaking of His redemptive
work, " He shall not fail." Nor did He, for in His dying hour He could
cry with a loud voice from Calvary, "It is finished." He had not
failed, all was accomplished, 3.11 the work effected and He returned
to His Father's Throne and glory, to see that not one thing shall fail
of all He has promised in regard to His people. Thus in their timestate all their wants are well supplied from the fountain Head, and in
their providences, mercies and trials as well as in all the greater work
of redeeming grace, they find their rich supplies from an unfailing
God, Who has covenanted for them that "seed time and harvest,
summer and winter, shall not fail." Their bread and their water fail
not. Such is Jehovah's care for His poor and needy people that He
not only supplies their every need, but declares that they" shall be
as a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not."
It is because "His compassions fail not" that the unchangeably
faithful and abiding One sees to it that not one thing hath, nor shall,
fail of all He has promised concerning them for time and eternity.
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So that, belo,ed, in our doubts and fears, sooner or later we are
taught to look away from ourselves to Him Who will never fail one
of His poor tempest-tossed children.
"Oh fathomless mercy! 0 infinite grace!
With humble thanksgiving, the road I retrace!
'fhou never hast failed me, my Strength and my Stay t
To whom shall I turn for thc rest of the way?
Through dangers, through darkness, by day and by night.
Thou ever hast guided, and guided aright,
In Thee have I trusted, and peacefully lay
My hand in THY hand for the rest of the way.
Thy Cross all my refuge, Thy mood all my pleaNone other I need, blessed JESUS, but Thee!
I fear not the shadows at close of life's day,
For Thou wilt go with me the rest of the wav:'
(LlLCY i. flenl1ett).

" I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." Surely the richness of the
promise is an encouragement sufficient to tl'11st Him for every moment
and every step of life's chequered pilgrimage, and in spite of all our
sinful doubts and fears, we shall prove Him to be the true and faithful,
the Word of God!
R.

I\TEGLECT OF BIBLE READIKG.
DR. BASIL F. C. ATKINSON, of Cambridge, wrote as follows to the
Times of December 14 last on the neglect of Bible-reading: "It is a
fact worth consideration, and not always observed, that the neglect
of Bible-reading has grown in this country in proportion as the teaching
of the higher criticism has been disseminated among the population.
In past days an assurance resulted from the reading of the Bible. which
was regarded as authoritative, an assurance that satisfied the reader,
that, if one may so express it, he found in the Bible the revealed way
to God. A result of higher critical teaching has been to dispel such
assurance, having undermined the authority of the Bible in many
minds; and it is natural that people will not spend time in reading
what they are told is merely the groping after God of men in the past
in a similar state of uncertainty to themselves. Unless we can regain
for the Bible its lost authority, we cannot surely expect to remedy
the neglect that is so widely' deplored."
In the same issue of the Times Bishop Rnox wrote: "The Bible,
as a whole, has been found, and we believe will always continue to
be found, a power of God to the souls to whom God has given grace
-to receive its special messa,ge."
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RESURRECTION.
THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

" I am the Resurrect,:on."-JoHN xi. 25.
WHOSE lips proclaim this mighty word ~ W110 is the speaker claiming such authority ~ Is it on earth that this announcement sounds ~
Can it be the calm utterance of sober mind ~ Is attention due to it
as emanating from One Who spake what He well knew, and testified
an indubitable truth ~
Let all doubt vanish, as morning mists before the orb of day. Let
reverence give heed. Let adoration meekly bow. Jesus here appears
jn the character of the true, "the faithful Witness." The Word,
the eternal Word-He Who is light, and in ""Vhom there is no darkness at all; He Who cannot deceiYe, and cannot be deceived-thus
testifies. He in Whom "are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge" gives this sublime revelation, " I am the Resurrection."
Jesus the speaker, of Himself thus speaks-to Himself He points,
exclaiming, "I am the Resurrection."
The question now occurs, What is the purport of the term ~ What
is its main significance ~ Accurate definitions lead to accurate conclusions. The end will not be reached, when first steps move in a
wrong course. The target should be scen before the arrow flies.
Doubtless the word is often used in figurative sense. It lends
expressive aid to exemplify divers occurrences. When wintry sods
relax and hardened fields assume again their verdant carpet; when
flowers bloom and buds expand, and renovated beauty clothes the
earth, Nature is said to put on her resurrection-dress. When the
soul has felt the absence of heavenly dew, whcn grace has languished
and no genial breezes from above have nourished spiritual shoots,
when after this cold period the Spirit revisits the heart, and renews
the joys of holy communion, a metaphor speaks of the resurrection
of the inner man. Other revivals might be characterized as resurrections.
But there is no figurative meaning in these words, "I am the
Resurrection." The context at once claims literal acceptance. Let
thought now realize the scene of utterance. The lifeless frame of
Lazarus had recently been carried to the grave. Jesus seeks Bethany
to comfort the weeping sisters. Martha hastens to meet Him. In
reply to her impassioned grief, He gives her the assurance, "Thy
brother shall rise again." The mourner acquiesces in the truth. She
knew that her brother's body should not lie always in the grave.
She assents that it again shall be arrayed with life and again shall
possess all properties of being. It is in connection with this assent
that Jesus sublimely cries, "I am the Resurrection."
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We here learn that Jesus speaks of the Resurrection of the body,
and that this marvel shall be accomplished through the direct exercise
of His mighty power.
Let grateful joy now revel in these wondrous tidings! When death
opens the cage, the spirit flies to separate existence. It leaves the
deserted tenement to crumble into dust. But the soul, alive without
the body, is not entire and perfect man. It is but one portion of the
total being. For man to be complete the body must again resuscitate.
The component parts must live, co-partners of one tenement. A
re-animated frame must receive the ever-living soul. Then man is
Dlan again. How delightedly, then, should we drink in the heavenborn assurance, "I am the Resurrection."
We rely not on utterance alone for this grand comfort. Indeed, if
Jesus had but once thus spoken, faith would possess sufficient ground
for solid standing, its feet would rest on a firm rock; it could conLont a world of doubters and trample down all sneering fallacies.
But to :fill the believing heart with confidence, Jesus adds demonstration to His word. Few moments are allowed to pass, when at His
word a dead body lives again.
He asks, "Where have ye laid him?" They guide Him to the
grave. "It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it." He orders its
removal, and baving lift up His eyes to heaven in supplication to
His Father, He cried with a loud voice, " Lazarus, come forth." There
is no delay. Instantly death withdra\\s its hold. The body" that
was dead came forth." Thus Jesus by undoubted fact established
what His lips had recently declared, "I am the Resurrection."
Had this fact only been exhibited, faith would rejoice in perfect
confirmation. It would rightly exult and sing, Jesus is "the Resurrection." His voice declares it. His deed corroborates it. But this
is not the only instance where Christ manifests His power to loosen
the grasp of death. Let thought review the early day of His ministry.
Jairus, high in Jewish rank, with supplicating urgency implored that
death might not remove his little daughter. He asked much, and he
obtained more. What an encouragement to bold and earnest prayer!
Thc youthful sufferer expired. Great was the lamentation! Jesus
hastened to thc spot, and entered the chamber of the lifeless child.
He takes her hand, and speaking with all authority, as "the Resurrection," cries, "Damsel, I say unto thee, arise" (Mark v. 4.1). He
displays His re-animating power. "Straightway the damsel arose,
and walked."
Jesus multiplies evidence that faith may with stronger grasp cling
to Him as "the Resurrection." In His journeyings He approaches
Nain. According to the pre-arrangements of His will, when He
reached the gate, "there was a dead man carried out, the only son
of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city
was with her. And when the Lord saw her, He had compassion on
her, and said unto her, Weep not. And He came and touched the
hier: and they that bare him stood still." And now He, Who is
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"the Resurrection," speaks: "Young man, I say unto thee, Arise."
The word goes forth, almighty in authority, and arrayed with the
strength of Omnipotence. No opposition checks obedience. No
foes in earth or hell can stay the mandate. Instantly the corpse
resumes its former life. "He that was dead sat up, and began to
speak. And He delivered him to his mother" (Luke vii. 11-15).
Thus assurance towers to the heavens that Jesus is " the Resurrection."
The most notable evidence still claims attention. On the accursed
tree at Calvary, Jesus lays down His life. To pay the penalty of
transgression, to make entire satisfaction to all the outraged attributes
of God, to drink to the dregs the cup of wrath, to fulfil all predictions,
and to buy His ransomed heritage, He hangs a lifeless body upon
the cross. To the grave He is consigned. The appointed morn
arrives. Will He still lie among the dead ~ Vain are the watch, the
stone, the guard; vain is all the precautionary vigilance; vain is
all the power of the grave and hell; Jesus comes forth the mighty
Conqueror of death. Hear His subsequent words to the beloved
disciple, " I am He that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive
for evermore" (Rev. i. 18). He that raised others now rises Himself.
He that raised others will raise us too. Reader! adore Him i-the
Lord, "the Resurrection."
Further instruction is graciously imparted by the Holy Spirit. It
is His desire that our hearts should overflow with consolation. He
would not leave 11S deficient in any knowledge which could enlighten
and delight. He therefore with loving hand withdraws the veil, and
t'xhibits the main wonders of the Resurrection day. He bids us now
in spirit to intermix in events in which we surely ~hall have part, and
which the flight of time brings on apace. The apostle writes that
when the set time is fully come, and all the decrees of salvation are
accomplished, the blessed Jesus will rise from His high throne, and
again in person hasten to this earth. We read, "The Lord Himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the' trump of God" (1 Thess. iv. 16). Other branches
of His work He has entrusted to commissioned hands. Prophets and
apostles have proclaimed His Word. Enlightened ministers have
called sinners to His faith, and have toiled to place spiritual stones
in tbe spiritual house of God. All His angels have been sent" forth
to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation" (Heb. i. 14).
But here is work which so intensely fills His heart that it can be
entrusted to no other agent. The raising of tbe bodies of His sleeping
saints shall be accomplished by Himself alone. The Spirit, with a
herald's voice declares, " The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven."
The angels' assurance is now verified, "Tbis same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into beaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts i. 11). Will He come back
in silent pomp ~ Oh, no! He descends with a shout, with the voice
of the Archangel. Angels and authorities, and powers, who are made
subject unto Him, obey His eaU. All heaven bears and re-echoes
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the mighty clang. All carth hears and trembles through its length
and breadth.
But what is the clang ~ Conjecture may with reverence surmise,
but it finds no certainty. We may suppose that His voice summons
all the hosts of heaven to bear Him under the canopy of their glittering wings, and all the ransomed spirits who had left their bodies in
the graves of earth, fly to cluster around Him in His glorious return.
To the Archangel's voice there is the adjunct of the trump of God.
Paul, when treating of the wonders of this day, omits not this accompanimen b, "Behold, I show you a mystery: we shall not all sleep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound" (1 Cor. xv. 51, 52).
It is wisdom's employ to live listening for this trumpet's sound.
What is the effcct of this world-shaking note ~ Behold with faith
the first occurrence. "The dead in Christ shall rise first" (1 Thess.
iv. 16). Every grave which holds the body of a sleeping saint shaH
open its cold portals. Each inmate shall start from the couch on
which it has reclined. If any slumber in ocean's deep caverns, they
shall uplift the head. From the four winds of heaven they shall
stand again in living form on earth. Oh! what a mighty army!
All who ever fell :1s1eep in Christ, from Abel to the last who died in
faith, shall reappear.
But how changed are now their bodies! how perfect, how beauteous,
how glorious! They shall put off their death-clothes for bodies like
unto Christ's glorious body. In what condition was the body consigned
to its parent earth ~ It was" sown in cormption "-tainted by decay,
soiled by all which is most loathsome; but now, " it is raised in incormption," blooming in pure loveliness, incapable again to know pollution's touch. It was" sown in dishonour." It was hid as a revolting
object from all sight. Its home was among the worms and reptiles
of the ground. Now," It is raised in glory." Its brilliancy surpasses
the sun in mid-day splendour. All brightness is eclipsed by its surpassing rays. It was "sown in weakness." It lay in feebleness,
without power to move, or exercise the least prerogative of life. "It
is raised in power." We know the might of angels: more than angelic
activity is now worn. Suffice, it was sown an heir to all the imbecilities
and nothingness which cling to the earth-born. "It is raised a spiritual
body." The term is easily uttered. Its full purport must be unknown
until the grand reality is reached.
But the Resurrection of the sleeping saints is accompanied with the
change of all the bodies of the Lord's flock who meet that day in tenements of clay. All this resurrection glory shall be theirs. They thus
transformed shall be caught up in one collected mass to join the risen
saints; they shall together" meet the Lord in the air," and together
reign with Him for ever. This is the consummation of the work of
Jesus, "tIle Resurrection."
Who will not cry from his inmost soul, All praise to Him Who said,
"I am the Resurrection" ~ Blessed day! The espousal of the
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Church to the heavenly Bridegroom is now complete. He had wooed
and won her in her time-state. Mighty voices now shout: "Let us
be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself ready" (Rev.
xix. 7). The enraptured apostle" saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband" (Rev. xxi. 2). We bless Thee, 0 Lord, our Resurrection!
Blessed day! It witnesses the coronation of all who have washed
in Jesus' blood, and by faith have put on His righteousness. The
promise of a crown was freely given, and now is gloriously redeemed.
" Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day" (2 Tim.
iv. 8). Thus the Bride's head receives the crown of life-" the crown
of glory that fadeth not away" (1 Peter v. 4-). We bless Thee, 0
Lord, our Resurrection!
DIVINE CORRECTION.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMlSTON,
ON APRIL 24TH, 1898.

(Concluded from p. 67.)
" Behold, happy is the man whom God cOl'recteth,. therefore despise not
thou the chastening of the Almighty: for He maketh sore, and
bindeth up,. He woundeth, and His hands make whole. He shall
delivel' thee in six troubles,. yea, in seven there shall no ev-il touch
thee."-JoB v. 17-19.
THEN we notice, in the second place, that the teaching of the Holy
Spirit here is that we should seek to improve these opportunitiesseek to impl'ove them. "Therefore despise not thou the chastening
of the Almighty One." Here the admonition is in a negative form,
but a positive truth is, I believe, implied. So far from despising the
chastening we are to bless God for having sent it to us. So far from
despising it we arc to say: "This is a token for good. It argues well
for my soul that God is taking these pains with me, that He is giving
His mind to my interests." As children, had we no crook in our lot,
how many a lesson we should miss. The back parts of the desert,
these are the places where God frequently vouchsafes discoveries of
Himself to His exercised people, rather than in the courts of the
temple. "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together," certainly not. This is well. "In all places where I record My Name I
will come unto you, and I will bless you." To be gathered with God's
gathered people, to seek God's face unitedly, and unitedly to hear the
Gospel of His rich grace, this is well. But we must not limit our God
to our gatherings together for worship. The Lord throughout the
week, day by day, may be dealing with us even more profitably than
on His Own day, and in the stated gatherings of His Own saints. He
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is not confined to places, certainly not to buildings. He is not confined
to ordinances. He is the God of all places. He is the God of means,
of all opportunities and occasions and instruments, and He frequently
uses the crooked providences of Monday and Tuesday and the other
working days as His means of showing what a God He is, as the God of
salvation to His dear people. "Behold, happy is the man whom God
correcteth," therefore see to it that you do not undervalue these chastenings of the Lord. And we need them because of our proneness to
wander from the God we love. I have no doubt when we meet Moses
and Aaron among the blessed yonder we shall hear from their own lips
what a blessing this chastening rod proved to them respectively. I
am one of those that believe that it will be the happy enjoyment of
eternity for God's gathered people on the other side of the river, in the
Presence of their Lord Jesus, to commune together concerning all the
way by which the Lord Jesus shall have brought them Home. There
is not time enough here, and there are not opportunities enough given
us here, to exchange thoughts and words about the wonders of His
love and grace and goodness and faithfulness in His dealings with llS.
Very well indeed we may patiently wait to understand the things,
and they are many, which as yet we know not. But I can believe
that God's grace richly sanctified to Moses and Aaron the sorrowful
dispensation which forbade them setting foot on the land, that good
land of which they had so often spoken to others as "the hope of
Israel," the earthly Canaan. Of course, I am not forgetting that
many hundreds of years after Moses was taken to his rest, honoured as
he was with a Divine burial, mark that-honoured as he was, I ay,
with a Divine burial, he was allowed to set his foot upon the Land of
Promise on the Mount of Transfiguration. :Moses was one of tho e
two recalled departed spirits who were favoured to commune WiIh the
Lord Jesus face to face, to talk over with Him His forthcoming exodus
at Jerusalem.
God's ways are past finding out. We come now to the doctrine of
correction. "He maketh sore." Some of you know that. He can lay
upon our shoulders a chafing cross, a very chafing cross, till our lot
becomes a very sore one, and flesh and blood can bear it no longer.
Then it is that grace sufficient steps in so lovingly, seasonably and
sufficiently. How blessed to be brought to such an extremity. Look
at Hezekiah with his face turned to the wall-that means he has
turned his back upon anything and everyi;hing. He turns hi back
away from all human comforters, human consolations and human
resources. But God deals with him then. It is God's opportunit,y
because it is Hezekiah's extremity. And it is when the Lord's people
are low enough, and not till then, that the Lord appears for them, a
delivering God. He maketh sore, He bindeth up. The Hebrew
signifies He "seweth up," as the surgeon sews up the wound. Ah,
there may be pain added to pain when that process is adopted, but
it is a wise one and it requires a skilful hand to employ it. Now our
God is skilful in sewing up the wounds of correction, the wounds
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which His scourging chastisement inflicts. He Who made the wounds
understands their nature as none others can understand, and so the
Lord applies fit and proper remedies in grace, when in providence He
wounds, and smites, and bruises His children. It seems like a hard
saying, does it not? to be talking of a loving Father bruising His children, wounding His children, and causing them to cry out at times
with exceeding bitter cries and to weep hot bitter tears, but so it is.
"Whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth." Every son whom He
receiveth He sets this mark of His love upon. Here, dear children of
God, we are in school, poor scholars-slow-hearted learners. But our
Heavenly Father is taking all this loving interest and concern in us
and using the rod, not because He loves the rod but because He loves
His children; not because He takes pleasure in afflicting and grieving
His dear ones but just because He loves them dearly, cannot, as I
have told you, love them more, and will never, never love them less.
But by this love, this consuming love of His, this all-prevailing, changeless love of His, He corrects them even unto blood, and He binds up
for every blow He has inflicted. For every cross imposed I take it He
ministers a sevenfold consolation, a sevenfold comfort-our affliction
great, His consolations ahounding in their greatness. Who of God's
children here to-night looking back upon years long gone by, years of
adversity, years of affliction, of conflict, of care, would have it otherwise? Just put that question honestly, beloved friends, to your own
hearts. Looking back upon years gone by which the Lord has now
interpreted for you, would you have been without them, considering
how God has sanctified these afflictions and made them profitable to
your soul's interests? I am confident there is no child of God but
would say, No, when the Lord has been pleased to interpret the why
and the wherefore of His dealings.
" He woundeth, and His Hands "-not the hands of another-" His
Hands make whole." The Lord Jesus Christ is called in the prophetical
Scriptures, the Physician-the Physician. There is balm in Gilead,
there is a Physician there. And when on earth He said, referring to
Himself, " I," as the Physician, " came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance." "They that are whole"-the self-satisfied,
the self-righteous, the unregenerate and therefore unbelieving-" need
not a Physician. They see no beauty in Me to desire Me. They hear
nothing in My voice, the voice of My Gospel, more than a mere
pleasant, passing sound; it is not salvation to their ears. But the
poor, and the needy, the sin-burdened, those whom the Spirit has
convicted of guilt and to whom He has made sin a burden intolerable,
they hear My voice and rejoice in the glad sound. They see allloveliness in Me, attractiveness in My redeeming work, in My atoning Sacrifice, and they run unto Me, the Rock, to embrace Me for want of a.
shelter." His Hands, the Hands of Him that good Physician, that
skilful Physician, His Hands, the same Hands as they pierced, the
same Hands as those He outstretched when He gave Himself in Sacrifice for His people, the same Hands He used to lay upon lepers, the
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same Hands He uplifted when He was about to leave His dear, dear
people on earth and resume the glory He had with the Father before
the world was-" it came to pass He lifted up His Hands and blessed
them "-these are the Hands that make whole, dear children of God.
Oh, to be of the number of the happy ones who, corrected and chastised
and brought back into the narrow way of holiness and obedience, are
restored in soul by the operations of those blessed Hands. "Behold,
My Hands." Never hands wrought as those Hands, never for power,
never for tenderness, never for success. He never took in hand a
broken heart and failed to perfect its cure. Is there a broken heart
here to-night-by which I mean a heart made weary of sin, crushed
under a sense of guilt ~ Is the cry of that poor heart, "Lord, save me,
or I perish. Other refuge have I none "~ How blessed for such ::1.11
one to fall into Hands like these. " Come unto Me, and I will give you
I·est. I am skilful in binding up the broken-hearted and pouring in
the wine and oil of Divine consolation." How sweet, how blessed, to
be thus dealt with by Hands like these.
And then, lastly, the promises appended. "He shall deliver thee
in six troubles; yea "-here you see we have the Old Testament form
of oath, " Yea,," not that God's ·Word needs any such attestation, or
asseveration in order to its certainty-" yea, in seven there shall no
evil touch thee." This is your property, dear child of God, whatever
your condition, whatever your estate, this promise is yours, Divinely
sealed and certified, " He shall deliver thee in six troubles." Do not
misread the promise. It does not say, "He shall deliver thee from
six troubles," but" He shall deliver thee in six troubles; yea, in seven
there shall no evil touch thee." God's ways in dealing with His dear
people are frequently not to deliver them/ram the fiery furnace but to
deliver them while in it; to deliver them not from the den of lions, but
to deliver them whilst in it; not to deliver them from the depths of the
Red Sea, or Jordan's bed, but while in it to gi,e them the token of
His Presence, the pillar of fire or the ark. And that after all is a
superior deliverance which enables them to sing while in the furnace,
to rejoice whilst in the den, to praise God in the belly of hell. This
was Jonah's case, and Jonah never put up a more God-honouring
prayer than he did when he was yet in the belly of the fish-that to
him was the very House of God. Three days and three nights spent
with God, among the weeds which, we are told, wrapped his head, in
the depths of the :Mediterranean Sea. And so God is pleased in six
troubles and in seven to grant sufficing grace, and sanctifying and upholding power-that is deliverance.
May the Lord give us the grace of contentment, dear children of God,
contentment with all His ways, even His smitings, the blows of the
rod, the heavier crosses, the multiplied troubles. His Presence indeed
will make them more than tolerable, will make them unto us tokens
of His Fatherly love.
THE law of God will not take ninety-nine for a hundred.-William
Seeker.
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SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HOME SUNDAYS.
THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Christ being raised from the dead die.th no ?nore.,' death no ?nore hath
dominion ove1' Him. For the death that He died, He died unto sin
once,' but the life that He liveth, He liveth nnto God. E11en so
reckon ye also ymtt'selves to be dead unto sin, but alive 1tntO God
in Ohrist Jesus."-ROMANS vi. 9-11 (R.V.).
THE recurrence of the days called Good Friday and Easter Sunday
again remind Christians of those two fundamental facts of their faith,
the death and resurrection of their Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ..
All their hopes depend upon these verities, for unless He had died,
they had remained under the curse of the law of (':xOd which they
have broken (see Gal. iii. 10--·13); and if He had not been raised from
the dead, there wo,lId be no proof that their sins had been expiated,
and that God had accepted Him as their Head and Representative.
So the apostle teaches: "If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain;
ye are yet in your sins" (1 Cor. xv. 17).
Let us note two prominent points in our text :
1. The finality of the death of Christ. "The death that He died,
He died unto sin once." Although He was" by wicked hands crucified
and slain," yet His death was voluntalY. "Therefore doth My Father
love Me," He said, "because 1 lay down My life, that I might take it
again. No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This
commandment have I received of My Father" (John x. 17, 18). This
death was" unto sin," inasmuch as our sin was laid upon Him as our
Surety and Substitute. The prophet Isaiah declared, "The Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all."
"He died unto sin once," that is, once for all. His sacrifice can
never be repeated, for we read, "This Man, after He had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God"
(Heb. x. 12). "Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more;
death no more hath dominion over Him." For the penalty due to
sin had been paid, and peace made with God. In the Epistle to the
Hebrews this is Divinely reasoned out, and the conclusion is arrived
at, " There is no more offering for sin" (Heb. x. 18).
2. Note the wonderflu standing of true believers. They died with
Christ, and are raised togeth~r with Hinl. In Him they have endured
the curse of the law, and paid sin's penalty. This is what they are
to " reckon," that is, this is the conclusion they are to draw. "Even
so reckon ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto
God in Christ Jesus" (verse 11). Believers are here exhorted to take
hold of the great truth of their identification with Christ in His death
and resurrection life. Can we join the Christian poet and say :-
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.. Lord Jesus are we one with Thee?
o height, 0 depth of love!
Thou One with us on CalYary,
"We one with Thee above."

Note, in conclusion, that the being" alive unto God in Christ Jesus ,.
involves service and sanctification-verse 13, "Present yourselves
unto God, as alive from the dead, and your members as instruments
of righteousness unto God "-verse 22, "Being made free from sin,
and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto sanctification,
and the end eternal life" (see the whole of the context, Rom.
vi. 12-23, R.V.).
RISEN, JUSTIFIED.
By the time these words reach the eyes of the dear reader, the subjects
of the Passion and the Crucifixion and the ResurrecLion will be prominent in the hearts and minds of those who love to walk with our
precious Redeemer in spirit through all the incidents of His life on
earth, especially in His days of sorrow anil. of triumph. Were they
days of sorrow? The heavy burden of sin bowed His sacred Head,
sin not His own, but the sin of His own covenanted people. Loye
bore the burden, love " carried our sorrows," and we read, "For the
joy that was set before Him, He endured the cross despising the
shame." We find that He " ofttimes resorted" to Gethsemane wit,h
His disciples. Why did He go thither often? In the touching word
of the hymn by Joseph Hart"Full of love to man's lost race
On His conflict much He thought,
This He knew the destined placo
And He loved the sacred spot;
Therefore 'twas He liked to be
Often in Gethsemane.
They, His followers with the rest,
Had incurred the wrath Divine;
And their Lord, with pity pressed,
Longed to bear their load-and mine;
Love to them, auu love to me,
}1ade Him love Gethsemane."

It had not an enervating, shrinking effect-contemplating comilJ~
suffering-but a spiritual uplift, as He sat communing with His disciples.
He saw before Him not so much the coming conflict and agony, which
drew the bloody sweat from Him, but He saw the coming victory and
deliverance of His beloved blood-bought purchase, deliverance from
sin, victory over death, glory in prospect. He sat talking with His
beloved ones, dwelling not so much upon His suffering as upon the
benefits of His suffering. "I go to prepare a place for you. . . . I will
come again and receive you unto Myself: that where I am, there ye
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may be also." They seemed to be dense in their comprehension of His
sayings though they were so much with Him, and He was ever assuring
them of His lovjng interest in them and for them. Is it not the same
to-day ~ Believers realize very, very little the costly sacrifice, and
the vision in front, the delight of the Son of God, "Who loved me, and
gave Himself for me." Is it not so in a lesser degree in the affections
and gratitude of this world ~ There are days and nights and years of
willing sacrifice of fathers and mothers, lovers and friends for the sake
of those they love. Like Jacob when serving for Rachel the years
" seemed unto him but a few days for the love he had to her." If
earthly love and self-sacrifice be so strong, what of the intense, the
burning love of the crucified and risen Saviour for His redeemed.
" His desire is toward me."
Thus He " stedfastly set His Face to go to Jerusalem." He did not
look back or turn ac;ide ; with the ardent love He cherished for the people
of His choice, loved from all eternity in His purpose, He stedfastly
set His Face to go on to Jerusalem, the scene of His ignominy, suffering,
and death, the scene likewise of His Resurrection, victory, and accomplished salvation. We have read of marvellous courage and sustained
resolve in the days of " the noble army of martyrs." They were all
upheld by the Omnipotent strength of the Lord Who called them thus
to witness for Him, but" no man was like this Man." He was the
sin Bearer. He drank the cup of suffering to the dregs in the exercise
of His great and loving zeal for His own people, the people of His
choice and His purchase. He was the substitute for them, thus
endowing them with the marvellous claim, "The Lord our Righteousness." For the joy set before Him and always in view He endured.
When His enemies came to Him in the garden, He knowing all
things that should come upon Him went forth to them. It was a
voluntary sacrifice-an eager sacrifice. "He poured out His soul unto
death." As Dr. Hawker expresses it, "the curse to disobedience,
dying tho'u shalt die, plainly intimated much more than the mere
return of the body to the dust, out of which it was taken; it meant
what in Scripture (Rev. 20. 6) is called the second death, meaning hell
and everlasting misery. Hence in the recovery of our lost and fallen
nature from this awful state, when Jesus undertook the salvation of
His people, He was to sustain all that was our due, and in the accomplishment of this He not only died in His Body, but He poured out
His soul unto death. As the sinner's Representative and the sinner's
Surety, He bore the whole weight and pressure of Divine justice due
to sin; according to what the Holy Ghoc;t taught-' "Indignation and
wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth
evil'" (Rom. ii. 9).
The anguish of body and agony of soul poured upon Him with all
the weight of all the sins of the redeemed, Christ-loved reader, all this
for you and for me. Ponder upon it-meditate, and in it see the
tremendous force of the expression, " He died for our sins:" but at
length sounded the triumphant cry, " It is finished."
IZ
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" Finished! all the types and shadows
Of the ceremonial law!
Finished I all that God had promised;
Death and hell no more shall awe:
It is finished!
Saints from hence your comfort draw."

When we think of the debt-it is paid. When we think of justiceit is satisfied. When we think of sin-it is taken away. When we
think of death-it is swallowed up in victory. When we think of
Christ-He is unspeakably, overwhelmingly, love itself.
Just let us dwell for a short time upon the glorious fact that He was
not only delivered for our offences, but He established the certainty
of the QJXeptance of the sacrifice, for He was raised again for our justification. We are" accepted in the Beloved." The triumphant evidence
" He is risen! " Yes," the Lord is risen indeed!" " Jesus lives 1 "
and we live in Him.
" Love's redeeming work is done !
Fought ,the fight, the battle won!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail the Resurrection Thou 1
Alleluia 1"

We love to linger over the story of Mary Magdalene and her visit to
the grave" when it was yet dark." Then the sudden transformation.
The recognition, " Mary ! " uttered in the dear familiar tones of old.
Oh! what intense rapture, what joyous revelation, what transcendant
reaction, what gracious reception, what delightful communion, brief
though it was, involving her leaving her newly found living Saviour
for a time in carrying a commission from Him to His. Yet love loves
to serve. "Go, tell My disciples." He wanted them to bear Him
company again: "He showed them pierced Hands and pierced Feet,
the rough nails had hurt and shamed them sorely, and had left their
scars behind. Surely I love to contemplate these nail prints of my
Lord. . . . They are the certificates of my redemption. They are the
pledges and proofs of my everlasting life. With them He has pur~
chased my freedom. With them He has taken the prey from the
mighty and has delivered the captive. His wounding is my healing:
His sorrow is my rest, For that is true which George Herbert sings"

I

Love is that liquor sweet and most divine,
Which my God feels as blood, but I as wine.'

Then are the disciples glad when they see the Lord. Out of the
sepulchre He comes to them with benediction."
In the Pilgrim's Progress we read that Christian gave three leaps
for joy, and went on singing"Blest Cross I blest sepulchre I blest rather be
The Man that there was put to shame for me I"

Buried with Him, _risen w.ith Him, sin nailed to His cross, delivered,
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kept, loved with an everlasting love. 0 believer, rejoice! In
Christ doth all fulness dwell. Christ is risen-and in Him-with Him
-thou.
"Who now accuseth them
For whom their Ransom died?
Who now shall those condemn
Whom God hath justified?
Captivity is c.aptive led;
For JESUS liveth, that was dead!
Alleluia! ..
NETTlE.

" I HAVE TOLD YOU."
THE Lord said to Jacob that He would not leave him until He had
done unto him all that He had spoken to him of. Th:1t would be
all that was promised and intended in the blessing of Isaac and in
what He had spoken to him immediately on that night. Does He
not so deal with all the seed of Jacob 1 He says to them, "Return
unto Me, for I have redeemed thee"; and He does not leave them
until all is finished that was involved in the awaking and lovely word,
"return." Probably many of us have a specially dear word spoken
long ago, which neither fears nor years have emptied of its living
hope. And while it is yet unfulfilled, He has not left us, and will not,
until His own interpretation makes us glad according to the years
we have waited for Him.
It was a terrible thing that was spoken beforehand to Eli and that
came to pass in the destruction of his sons, because he had not made
them cease from their evil wavs. Jeremiah and Ezekiel were told
before of the briers and thorns that would lie in their way while they
prophesied. Paul also was told of the sufferings which were to be
his for Christ's sake. One of the Lord's revelations to David was
about the great comforts and mercies that he was yet to know, and
about good to his family for a great while to come.
I was thinking of the agreement that was made beforehand with
the labourers who were hired from their idleness in the market .place
and set to work in the vineyard. Those who were hired first thing
in the morning were told that they should have a penny at the end
of the day; those brought in at the eleventh hour were promised
"what was right." These last, as we know, were paid first and
received a penny; the others received (as stipulated) the same amount.
And the good man of the house blamed them rather than sympathized
in their murmurs: that if the last one hour was worth a penny, twelve
hours were worth a shilling, or even more considering the difficulties.
But the complaint was not admitted, they had not been wronged,
~nd they were told to " go their way." "So," said the Lord, "the
last shall be first and the first last, for many are called and few
chosen."
Christ said to His disciples, " I call you not servants, for the servant
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lrnoweth not what his lord doeth; but I have called you friends" ;
and when He was alone with them He expounded to them His parables
and His works. They, too, had wondered what they should have;
if not for their works, for their having forsaken so much for His sake.
And He said that they should have thrones and kingdoms and abundance more in this life than they had lost.' It was not many who
knew what it was, as the Lord knew, to be forsaken of friends-His
own people; to become poor although He had been rich; to have
reproach and not honour from men; to lose status; to be what Paul
called himself and his companions-cc the offscouring of all things."
He knew what the burden and the fruit of sin meant. He knew
what the power of the adversary was and how conflict with the Evil
One wore the spirit and wasted the body, and He said," Ye are they
who have continued with Me in My temptations." To be His friends,
to have their names written in heaven, was a joy and a possession
better than any of their labours or results. For what they might do,
they would certainly have what was right-that was certain-and
the Lord's reckoning was a penny a day or for a part of a day-enough
for an evening's refreshment and for somewhere to lay their head.
And they might lay them down to rest in peace, having nothing and
yet possessing all things, when the darkness came and the work in
the vineyard had ceased.
" Therefore, my beloved brethren," the apostle said to those whose
hearts thanked God for the victory that He gave them through their
Lord Jesus Christ; "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
FOLLOWER-ON.

CHRIST MADE SIN.

By

DR. CHARLES HODGE.

" HE was ma.de sin" may mean either He was made a sin-offering,
or, the abstract being used for the concrete, He was made a sinner.
Many of the older commentators prefer the former explanation;
Calvin and almost all the modems adopt the latter. The meaning in
either case is the same; for the only sense in which Christ was made
sin, is that He bore the guilt of sin; and in this sense every sin-offering was made sin. Hence in the Hebrew Scriptures the same word
is used both for sin and a sin-offering. This is the principal ground
on which the explanation of sin here in the sense of a sacrifice for
sin is defended. The reasons, however, against this explanation are
decisive. (1) In the Septuagint the Hebrew word for sin, when it
means a sin-offering, is always rendered by ufluprlu in the genitive.
It is always" of sin," or " for sin" (Lev. v. 9; xiv. 9; Num. viii. 8),
and never simply "sin" as here. (2) The use of the word in the
ordinary sense in this same clause, "He made Him to be sin Who
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knew no sin." It must have the same meaning in both cases. (3)
The antithesis between "sin" and "righteousness." He was made
sin, we are made ., righteousness." The only sense in which we are
made the righteousness of God is that we are in Christ regarded and
treated as righteous, and therefore the sense in which He was made
sin, is that He was regarded and treated as a sinner. His being made
sin is consistent with His being in Himself free from sin; and our
being made righteous is consistent with our being in ourselves ungodly.
In other words, our sins were imputed to Christ, and His righteousness
is imputed to us.
In Gal. iii. 13 the apostle says that" Christ was made a curse for
us," which is equivalent to saying that He was made sin for us. In
both cases the idea is that He bore the punishment of our sins. God
laid on Him the iniquities of us all. His sufferings and death were
penal, because inflicted and endured in satisfaction of justice. And
in virtue of the infinite dignity of His person they were a perfect
satisfaction; that is, a full equivalent for all the law's demands.
In Rom. viii. 3 it is said, "What the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh, God, sending His Own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh." Here again
we have precisely the same doctrine. What in one passage is expressed
by saying that Christ was made sin, in the other is expressed by saying, He was sent" for sin," i.e., as a sin-offering.
The apostle says Christ was made sin for us, i.e., in our stead, because
the idea of substitution is involved in the very nature of the transaction. The victim was the substitute for the offender. It was put
in his place. So Christ was our substitute; or, was put in our place.
This is the more apparent from the following clause, which teaches
the design of this substitution. He was made sin, that we might
be made righteous. He was condemned that we might be justified.
The very idea of substitution is that what is done by one in the place
of another, avails as though that other had done it himself. The
victim was the substitute of the offerer, because its death took the
place of his death. If both died there was no substitution. So if
Christ's being made sin does not secure our being made righteousness,
He was not our substitute. Righteousness does not here mean inward
rectitude or moral excellence. It is true that the word often bas
this sense; and it is true that the work of Christ does secure the
holiness of His people, and was designed to produce that effect, as
is often asserted in Scripture. But this was neither its only, nor its
proximate, design. Its immediate end was to reconcile us to God;
to propitiate Him by the satisfaction of justice, so that He can be
just and yet justify the ungodly. As the apostle is here speaking of
the sacrificial effect of Cbrist's death, tbat is, of the proximate effect
of His being made sin for us, the word righteousness must be understood in its forensic sense. It expresses our relation to the law, not
our inward moral state. It is that which justifies, or satisfies the
demands of the law. Those who have this righteousness are just,
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just in the sight of the law, in the sense that the law or justice i~
satisfied as concerns them. It is called the righteousness of God, either
because it is from Him as its author; or, because it renders us righteous
in His sight. Those who possess' this righteousness are righteous
before God. The former is the more common representation in Paul's
writings, Rom. i. 17, iii. 22, x. 3, Phil. iii. 9, where" the righteousness of God" is explained by "the righteousness which is of God."
In this view of the meaning of the phrase, the sense of the clause,
"we become the righteousness of God," is that we become Divinely
righteous. We are righteous with the righteousness of God, not with
our own which is but as a filthy rag, but with that which He has
provided, and which consists in the infinitely meritorious righteousness of His own dear Son. All this is true, but the context here favours
the other mode of representation. Christ was treated as a sinner,
i.e., condemned, that we might be justified, i.e., regarded as just
before God: The apostle uses the present tense, toe become righteous,
because this justification is continuous. We are introduced into a
justified state. In Him, that is, in Christ. It is by virtue of our
union with Christ, and only as we are in Him by faith, that we are
righteous before God.
There is probably no passage in the Seriptures in which the doctrine
of justification is more concisely or clearly stated than in this. Our
sins were imputed to Christ, and His righteousness is imputed to us.
He bore our sins; we are clothed in His righteousness. Imputation
conveys neither pollution nor holiness. Christ's bearing our sins did
not make Him morally a sinner, any more than the victim was morally
defiled which bore the sins of the people; nor does Christ's righteousness become subjectively ours, it is not the moral quality of our souls.
This is what is not meant. What is meant is equally plain. Our
sins were the judicial ground of the sufierings of Christ, so that they
were a satisfaction of justice; and His righteousness is the judicial
ground of our acceptance with God, so that our pardon is an act of
justice. It is a justification, or a declaration that justice is satisfied.
We are set free by no mere act of sovereignty, but by the judicial
decision of the infinitely just. As we, considered in ourselves, are just
as undeserving and hell-deserving as ever, this justification is to us
an act of infinite grace. The special consideration, therefore, by
which the apostle enforces the exhortation, "Be ye reconciled to
God," is that God can be just in the justification of sinners. There
is nothing in the perfection of His character, nothing in the immutability of Ris law, nothing in the interests of His moral government,
that stands in the way of our pardon. A full, complete, infinitely
meritorious satisfaction has been made for our sins, and therefore
we may come to God with the assurance of being accepted. This is a
ground of confidence which an enlightened conscience, burdened with
a. sense of sin, absolutely needs. It is not mere pardon, but justification alone, that gives us peace with God.-(Hodge's Commentary
on Becond Corinthians.)
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THE KING'S ILLNESS.

ALL our readers, we are sure, are full of deep and tender sympatby
for tbe King and Queen, and for all tbe Royal Family, in tbe long
and trying illness from whicb tbe King has been suffering. Daily
prayer bas doubtless been going up from all our bearts to the King of
kings, that He would mercifully grant full and complete restoration
to bealtb to our beloved sovereign.
We thank God very fervently for the measure of recovery so far
granted. Tbere will be no need for us to urge that eonstant prayer
may still be offered, that, if it be God's will, full health and vigour
may soon be granted to tbe royal sufferer.

THE LATE REV. TREVOR FIELDER.
A FURTHER TRIBUTE.
MANY of our readers were very grateful to the Editor for nis brotherly
allusion to tbe late Rev. Trevor Fielder. He was a faithful servant
of Jesus Christ, and a true Pastor, both in the pulpit and in his
untiring and acceptable visits to his people.
He was an uncompromising Protestant and st<Jod by the Reformation principles of the Church of England unflinchingly, and was not
afraid to testify for them in public and in private. I remember once
how he told me wben he stood almost alone clerically on one occasion
to protest, an Anglo-Catholic Vicar crossed the road next day and
shook him by tbe hand saying, "We are as opposite as the Poles
in our views, but I respect you for showing tbe courage of your
convictions."
He was singularly gifted with a remarkable flow of language, terse
and to the point, 'and as true and Scriptural as it could be. As a
clerical friend remarked to me while we awaited the funeral at Arno's
Vale, " I never met another like him. Re had the rare gift of conveying to you, the moment you were in his company, tbat he was speaking
of Christ and Divine truths, so precious to bim." And it was a true
word spoken witb intensity by the same friend as we left the open
grave, "Well, we have laid our brother to rest," to which one could
reply without sorrow in sure and certain hope, " Until the resurrection
morning."
In the address given very ably by the Rev. F. Sumner before the
committal, be said very truly, tbat Trevor Fielder was a rare man,
a faithful servant of bis Master, a humble and meek follower of Jesus,
and whilst be could be bold as a lion when occasion demanded it,
he was gentle as a child at otber times.
Many remember him with gratitude at St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol,
when be often supplied during dear Mr. Ormiston's invalid days;
and one deeply-taught child of God remarked quite recently, "I
never can forget his sermon on Psalm xxiii."
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He was untiring in his loving sympathetic ministry to the late beloved
James Ormiston in the whole of his long and weary days of invalidism,
and bis visits and prayers at the dear invalid's couch were much appreciated, as also his sympathy with the family.
" Still swimming against the tide, sir," said a police constable to
him one day in a Bristol street; "I never can forget that lesson,"
and Mr. Fielder remembered afterwards how some time before he
had made a remark at one of their parochial meetings that" it was
easy enough for a dead fish to go with the tide; but often hard work
for a living one to swim against it," and the policeman had heard it.
The last time that I saw dear Mr. Fielder was in April (1928), when
he gave me a great though very pleasant surprise, and came in with
his usual bright way, "Guess whom I have brought love from ~ "
and as I naturally guessed, from Bath, he joyously told me he had
been further than that, and bad actually accomplished a visit to
Walthamstow and was just brimful of joy as he related his memorably
happy visit to the scene of his late b.bours and had been so cheered
by the warm welcome his dear friends gave him there and for the
privilege once more granted him of preaching the unsearchable riches
of Christ in a pulpit of sucb sacred memories. It was quite a redletter visit to him, and he spoke so lovingly of one and another there,
and of the Lord's goodness in taking him out and bringing him back
safely in t,he precarious state of his health. "If the Lord tarry" was
frequently on his lips and expressive of the hope he cherished that
"He will soon appear in His glory." That was his dominant hope,
and he lived looking for it as that Blessed Hope.
The last five years of his life, when he retired to Bath, were so ordered
by a tender Providence, as very happy ones. He was a devoted
father, so that with the members of his family with or near him, he
was very content and grateful. And then he had a loving circle of
friends around him and found much favour with them as they found
his ministry acceptable. He was seldom idle and filled in many
vacancies, especially when in charge at St. Mary Magdalene Church.
He had an appreciative congregation which considerably increased
under his ministry.
He was an able exponent of the Word of God, upholding it from
cover to cover, and could ably refute the erroneous questions of the
day, and also was largely blessed of God in confirming and strengthening the faith of young believers, as also in warning them against
modernism.
It was his custom at Christmas to draw up a special card of greeting
which his friends valued greatly. The last for the 1928 season now
seems doubly sacred, for it was what proved to be his farewell greetings
to his friends, and all that dear Mr. Fielder wrote on that card of
the Prince of Peace, "The Purchaser, the Possession, the Practice,
the Progress, the Proclamation, and the Permanence of Peace," are
his in fullness of enjoyment and satisfaction now!
As our valued Editor and all those who knew him would endorse
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the very true and affectionate appreciation given by his late churchwarden at Walthamstow, who was also his friend and brother in the
J~ord, I venture to close these few remarks with giving it in full from
the facile pen of Mr. Hilken.
R.

"A

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE REV. TREVOR FIELDER,

M.A.

" The news of the Home Call of our former beloved Vicar, at Bristol,
on the 8th inst., awakened many memories in the minds of those who
knew him, during his ministry at St. Stephen's, from 1894 to 1908,
and of others who had heard him preach here on subsequent visits
to Walthamstow.
"The last occasion was so recent, and the sermon and addresses
then given, in connection with the Jubilee celebrations, are so well
remembered, that it is needless to refer particularly to these. All
who saw that venerable figure, slowly mounting the pulpit, could
not fail to realize that, despite the weight of years, the former vigour,
eloquence, and cogency of the message he had for the congregation
was again in evidence, for his heart was stirred within him. The
ordered sequence of thought, the apt illustrations, and balanced
reasoning, in his polished phrases, which never seemed other than
spontaneous outpourings, and the underlying spirituality and faithfulness to the truth as he held it·-or, as he used to say, was held by
it-all this, and more, might be said of his preaching.
" But Mr. Fielder was not merely appreciated as a preacher; he
was affectionately regarded as a pastor, who diligently visited his
parishioners, and his talks and prayers were valued by many who
them~elves have passed away, and by others who are still alive and
remalD.
" Our late Vicar's faith and life were founded upon a firm belief in
the Bible as the inspired Word of God. His testimony on that topic
never faltered, although he was a student of textual criticism, and
by no means unreceptive of new light, valuable ideas, or facts derivable
from these sources.
" All who knew Mr. Fielder, in any degree, found him a delightful
companion, and a friend who could be depended upon: his lively
wit, and shrewd comments on men and affairs, which had no sting,
never failed to interest and amuse the listener. But all his qualities
-and his was a richly endowed personality-were in subjection to
one overmastering impulse and principle, for he was a devout man
of God-a saint in the best sense, and one felt in his presence the
reality of his faith and spirituality-truly a good man, whom to know
was to love.
"To all the members of the family the sincere sympathy of the
late Vicar's friends is tendered, in no formal spirit.
"T. H. HILKEN.

" St. Stephen's, Walthamstow, Parish Magazine, February, 1929."
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ONE MEDIATOR.

By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
" There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus."-l TIMOTHY ii. 5.
WHEN a sinner of the fallen -race of Adam is convinced of sin, as sin
in the sight of God most holy; and that he is deserving of wrath and
punishment on account of it, he is conscious of his need of a Mediator
-one who can intervene between him and God, to reconcile him to
Him Whom he has sinned against. No creature can act in this
capacity; every human being needs a Mediator for himself or herself,
for" All have sinned," " There is none righteous, no, not one" (Rom.
iii. 10, 23). The Psalmist says of the rich, "None of them can by
any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him"
(Ps. xlix. 7); but the one Mediator whom the Scripture makes known,
"gave Himself a ransom for all" (1 Tim. ii. 6), for all, that is, for
whom He acted as Mediator.
This One Mediator is "The Man Christ Jesus," the now exalted
One, Who, when here below, rendered a perfectly sinless obedience
to the law of God, and then bore the law's penalty as the Substitute
of His guilty people-even the death of the cross.
This One Mediator is all-sufficient. He has gone to appear before
God as Mediator for all who trust in Him, and being both God and
Man in one Person, is " able also to save them to the uttermost (completely and evermore) that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25). "For if," is
the inspired reasoning (Rom. v. 10), "when we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life."
The sinner who, by grace and the teaching of the Holy Spirit,
believes this truth, finds peace of conscience, peace with God, for" Being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ" (Rom. v. 1), a peace founded upon the finished work of the
One Mediator made known to us in the Word of God, the Holy
Scriptures.
"Oh, sing the Mediator's love
Which brought Him from His throne above;
Moved Him in cov'nant to agree
To suffer, bleed, and die for me.
In Christ, our medium of access,
Vve've pardon, rest, and righteouRness;
The Father draws, the Spirit seals
And everlasting life reveals."
(David Denham.)

"In unrevealed things, it behoves us to avoid speculation; but
where the Scripture speaks, it is for us, whether we understand or
not, to listen and to receive."-Dr. 8. P.· Tregelles.·
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Q!otttf'ponlJenCf.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-At the end of this month we shall, the Lord willing,
finish the first six months of another year of labour, being the fiftyfifth year of spreading the truth among our soldiers and sailors. We
,have had a QUsy and happy time of service, and had much to encourage
us in our work for the. Lord. Opportunities for circulating books of
truth among the men of the Army and Navy have been countless. We
shall value the continued help of our friends. A Chaplain writes,
" The two parcels of literature have come safely to hand. I cannot
say how grateful we are to you. We will use everything with prayerful
.care. With greetings in Christ Jesus." "Hearty thanks for your
letter and consignment of books, which will be of great service to us
in our work for the salvation of the men of the sea." "The enormous
issue of corrupting literature at the present time calls for us to do
all we can to spread that which is good."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, March, 1929.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s. d.
£ s. d.
o 16 0 " A. B. N."
Mr. G. Penson
050
Mrs. M. A. C. Hayles .. 1 1 0 " J. C. D."
330
0 4 0 " A Reader in the far
Mr. E. Slater ..
North"
040
Miss S. M. Yeates
o 10 0
0 5 0 Miss M. A. Butcher .. 1 0 0
Rev. R J. Crump
1 0 0 Mr. A. J. Way (per R) 0 5 0
Mrs. K. Brockway
1 2 0 "A Grateful Friend" o 10 0
Mr. H. S. Woods
0 2 0 " S. A. N."
o 10 0
Mr. E. Knight
Mr. F. P. Farrington .. 0 3 0
"WHAT danger is the pilgrim in!
How many are his foes!
How many ways there are to sin
No living mortal knows.
"Some of the ditch shy are, yet can
Lie tumbling in the mire:
Some, though they shun the frying-pan,
Do leap into the fire."
Bunyan's " Pilgrim's Progress, Part 11."
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"JESUS LIVES."
My young readers all know well the beautiful hymn of joy which has
these words at the beginning of each verse. May all who love the
Lord Jesus Christ rejoice afresh in the fact of which the angel assured
the women at the tomb, " He is not here: He is risen." The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead is indeed a glorious fact.
You can read all about it for yourselves at the close of each of the
four Gospels, though you do not find that each writer tells just the
same story, one telling more fully things of which another says but
little.
Not only has the Holy Spirit taught us this wondrous truth in the
Gospels, but we find that there is much said about it in the Epistles.
In the Acts of the Apostles we read of Peter, Paul, and the other
apostles constantly teaching that the Lord Jesus had been raised from
the dead. "With great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all"
(Acts iv. 33).
This teaching was of the greatest importance, because the fact that
the Lord Jesus had been raised from the dead showed that the great
Sacrifice offered on the cross for guilty sinners had been accepted. He
had died instead of the guilty, and His glorious resurrection proved
that atonement had been fully made. No wonder that we read of
men and women turning to the Lord with believing hearts, when the
Holy Spirit brought home to them the truths of the wondrous salvation, planned in eternity, and revealed in its fullness after the Lord
had ascended to heaven.
The resurrection of the Lord Jesus speaks to us also of the almighty
power of God. He alone can give life. All the efforts of men to
produce life have failed. In every case of resurrection referred to in
the Scriptures, the miracle was wrought by the mighty power of God.
The resurrection of the Lord Jesus was brought about by the same
almighty power. On the day of Pentecost, Peter said, "This Jesus
hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses" (Acts ii. 32); and
when he was speaking to the crowd of people who had gathered together
in Solomon's porch, after the healing of the lame man, he told them
that they" had killed the Prince of life, Whom God hath raised from
the dead." The same teaching runs ail through the New Testament.
Another thing we need to notice is that the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus is the 1Jledge that we, too, shall be raised from the dead.
There is much about this in 1 Cor. xv.
The apostles were continually preaching the great doctrine of the
Lord's resurrection. You see it shows us plainly that the sins of each
believer had been atoned for, and that the wonderful sacrifice had
been accepted. Thus all believers, though so utterly sinful in themselves, are "accepted in the Beloved."

The Gospel Magazine

181

Now, my dear young readers, if the Holy Spirit has opened your
hearts to receive these precious truths, think of these words, "Like
as Christ was raised from the nead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life." Are yOll doing this day
by day by His grace ~
"JesulI lives: for us He died:
Then alone to Jesus living,
Pure in heart may we abide,
Glory to our Saviour giving:'

E. A. H.

tlJrott£itant 15tarOl\.
WHY ARE WE CALLED PROTESTANTS 1
By THE LATE D. ALCOCK, AUTHOR OF "THE SPANISH BROTHERS,"
ETC.
A SCENE .took place in the Diet of Spires on April 19th, 1529. That
is now nearly 400 years ago, but what was done then will never be
forgotten as long as the world lasts.
The princes and free cities that first embraced the doctrines of the
Reformation formed part of the great Germanic Empire; and at a
previous Diet of the Empire held at Spires in 1526, they had obtained
a degree of liberty and toleration. Three years later, however, a
second Diet was held at the same place, under the presidency of
Ferdinand, brother of the Emperor Charles V. Ferdinand's influence,
along with that of the absent Emperor, of the priests and of the
Romish party, so far prevailed with the majority as to induce them,
though not without difficulty, to pass a new decree abrogating the
former one, seriously restricting the liberties of those who had already
declared for the Reformation, and leaving any who should hereafter
do so exposed to relentless persecution.
Thus overborne by numbers, the chiefs of the Reforming party, ere
they left the place, presented to the Diet their solemn PROTEST. These
are some of the words of this memorable document:" Seeing," they said, "that there is no sure doctrine but such as
is conformable to the Word of God; that the Lord forbids the teaching of any other doctrine; that any difficult text ought to be explained
by other and clearer texts; and that this Holy Book is in all things
necessary for the Christian, easy of understanding, and calculated .to
scatter the darkness; we are resolved, by the grace of God, to mamtain the pure and exclusive teaching of His only Word, such as it is
contained in the Biblical Books of the Old and New Testaments,
without adding anything thereto that may be contrary to it. This
Word is the only truth; it is the sure rule of all doctrine and of all
life, and can never fail or deceive us. He who builds -on this foundation
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shall stand against all the powers of hell, whilst all the human vanities
that are set up against it shall fall before the Face of God.
" For these reasons we earnestly entreat you to weigh carefully our
grievances and our motives. If you do not yield to our request, we
PROTEST . . . that we, for us and our people, neither consent nor
adhere in any manner whatsoever to the proposed decree, in anything
that is contrary to God, to His Holy Word, to our right conscience,
to the salvation of our souls."
It will be noticed that t,he principle involved in these words marks
" a clear and definite dividing line in modern Christian thought." It
places on 'the one side those who believe in the absolute authority of
an ecclesiastical hierarchv; and on the other, those who maintain the
supre~e authority of Holy Scripture, and the rights of the individual
conSCIence.
The princes who signed the Protest of Spires were: the Elector of
Saxony, the Landgrave of Hesse, the Margrave of Brandenburgh, and
the Prince of Anhalt. There were besides the Chancellor of Luneburgh,
and the deputies of fourteen free Imperial cities.
The Elector of Saxony, John the Constant, was the most eminent
of the princes in character as well as in rank; and he is especially
interesting to us as one of the ancestors of our gracious Queen Victoria.
But it is not only because the actors in the scene engage our interest
that we cherish the memory of the Protest of Spires. There is another
reason. The princes and deputies who signed it were naturally called
the protesting, or Protestant, princes and deputies; and the name
passed on to their followers, adherents, and sympathizers, and to
those elsewhere who adopted their distinguishing principle-the
supremacy of the Word of God. Thus it was that people who
embraced the cause of the Reformation came everywhere to be called
PROTESTANTS.
But it happened with this name, given first for a local and temporary reason, as long ago with another name, yet more famous in
the history of the world: "At Antioch the disciples were first called"
-probably in contempt and derision-" CHRISTIANS." The common
instinct of humanity accepted and adopted the name, as fitly and
accurately expressing the truth; and those to whom it was given in
ridicule took it with joy as a title of honour. As with the word
"Christian," so with the word" Protestant." For what is its true
meaning and significance ~
,
It is derived from the Latin word testis, of which the Greek equivalent
is martyr-the English, witness; the termination being that of the
present participle in Latin, so that "testant" is simply witnessing.
Testify, testimony, are other words from the same root. Pro-testant
ought derivatively to be witnessing for; but usage has rather appropriated " protest" to a witness against. The popular explanation of
Protestant, " one who protests against the corruptions of Romanism,"
is therefore true, so far as it goes, but inadequate.
It is inadequate, because in this ease the positive aspect ought by
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no means to be lost sight of. Protestantism, considered as a mere
negation of Romanism, is robbed of its living power. No Protestant
should ever forget that he is called-not first to witness against Rome
.,...-but first to witness for Christ, for the sanctity and authority of
His written Word, for Truth, for Righteousness, for Liberty. He is
to witness against Rome whenever-and so far as-Rome dishonours,
denies, or makes void anyone of these.
It is a noble and a worthy name by which we are called. In its
origin there is nothing to blush for: in its significance and its associations there is much to awaken high aspiration and holy thought. It
links us of to-day-unworthy though we be-with the " great cloud
of witnesses" that encompass the Church Militant; with Stephen,
with Antipas, the martyrs of Christ; with the "two witnesses"
beheld .in vision by the mystic seer of Patmos. Nay, it looks higher
yet, for is not the very Captain of our Salvation styled the true und
faithful Witness ~ Those who follow Him should indeed accept with
joy a name that means WITNESS.
It may be added that the Greek form of the name has proved
peculiarly-and sadly, yet gloriously-appropriate to those who have
protested against the errors of Rome; since an innumerable company
of martyrs have fulfilled the meaning we have attached to it in our
own tongue, by sealing their testimony with their blood.
Yet not with this will we conclude, but rather with the thought,
that a name so honourable demands from those who bear it the fearless
witness of the lip, and the yet more powerful witness of the life, against
evil, falsehood, and wrong in every form, and for truth, for righteousness, for Christ.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
in acknowledgment of the pension recently, a pilgrim says,
" I cannoL find words to say how grateful I am to the Society for
the money. What a blessing to many old people who, like myself,
make the best of everything and thank God for all His mercies!"
Many are the letters received to the same effect. Is it not a privilege
to be associated in this work for the Lord's aged poor, by which praise
is evoked ~
Valued helpers are removed from time to time. The Society has
lost a true friend by the decease of Mr. B. Densham. The Committee
would heartIly welcome the co-operaLion of friends who do not at
present subscribe.
A service in the interest of the Society will (D.V.) be held in Zion
Chapel, High Wycombe, on the 10th. The Annual Meeting is fixed
for May 3rd, and full particulars will be seen in the advertisement
on the cover.

WRITING

"If Death entered by sin, then, in like manner, Life entered by
Righteousness" (Rom. v. l2-20).-Prof. Smeaton.
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WHY I LEFT THE CHURCH OF ROME. By Father Chiniquy. Pp. 27.
Price 2d., postage td. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St.
Paul's Churchyard, London, E.C.4.)
Father Chiniquy is the author of that famous large volume, Fifty
Years in the Church of Rome. In this excellent and deeply interesting
pamphlet he gives his reasons for leaving the Church of Rome after
being for twenty-five years a Roman priest.
His father had himself been prepared for the priesthood, but just
before he was to be ordained he renounced the idea of being ordained
and become a notary. Providentially he brought away with him
from the seminary a splendid Bible in Latin and French, given to him
by the Superior. Young Chiniquy's mother taught the boy to read
out of this volume and he learnt much of the Bible by heart and used
to recite it to the Roman Catholic farmers. The priest hearing of
this demanded the Book, with the intention of burning it. The father,
however, a qUick-tempered Frenchman, showed him the door. The
father died and the Bible disappeared, and though young Chiniquy
eventually became a pliest and W:lS much thought of by his superiors,
he traces his conversion to the Bible from which his mother taught
him to read.
280,000 copies of this pamphlet have now been issued and it is well
worth circulating. Father Chiniquy has no hesitation in saying,
"Roman Catholicism is idolatry." He also says, "One day I told
myself that I was an idolater every time I made a god with a wafer."
UNDILUTED ROMANISM. By Mr. J. A. Kensit. Pp. 32. Price 6d.,
postage Id., 12 copies for 5s. post free. (Protestant Truth Society,
3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London, KC.4.)
This ably-written and thorough exposure of Anglo-Catholic lawlessness in the diocese of London, takes the form of an Open Letter
to the Bishop of London. It is a damning indictment of the terrible
lengths to which Romish error prevails in large numbers of Churches
in the diocese of London. How the Bishop can tolerate all the
" undiluted Romanism," calmly and clearly set forth in this pamphlet,
and yet presumably claim to be faithful to his consecration promises,
paRses the comprehension of people of ordinary intelligence. Mr.
Kensit proposes to send copies of this pamphlet to all the members of
both Houses of Parliament, to all Justices of the Peace, to all Churchwardens, members of the Church Assembly, and of Diocesan Conferences, and to all newspaper Editors in the kingdom, as well as to many
others. He will be glad to receive donations to enable him to carry
out this design.
The pamphlet is a loud call for action, and if the Bishop does not
act he ought to resign.

