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THE BELIEVER'S STABILITY.
" I have set the LORD always before me: because He is at my right
hand, I shaU not be moved."-PsALM xvi. 8.

THIS psalm is quoted twice in the New Testament, and in each
case it is quoted in reference to the LORD JESUS CHRIST. The
Apostle Peter, on the day of Pentecost, quoted the psalm to show
that CHRIST'S resurrection was predicted in the Old Testament,
and Paul quoted it for the same purpose in his sermon in the synagogue of Antioch in Pisidia (Acts ii. 25-31; xiii. 35--37).
Peter's quotation of the psalm shows that David was its human
author, that CHRIST was its theme, and that David in foretelling
the resurrection of CHRIST wrote as a prophet, a man inspired by
the HOLY GHOST.
It is remarkable to notice that the Apostle Paul, in quoting the
psalm, speaks of GOD as the speaker. "'Wherefore He " (i.e., GoD
as the preceding verses show) "saith also in another psalm, Thou
shalt not suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption." It was the
FATHER who by the SPIRIT put the words into the mouth of the
SON.
From the eighth verse of the psalm to the end CHRIST is the
Speaker. He it was Who set JEHOVAR His FATHER always before
Him. Because the FATHER was at His right hand, He (the SON)
was assured that He would not be moved away from His gracious
purpose to redeem His people. He could say, "My :flesh shall
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rest in hope, for Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell" (in the place
Qf departed spirits), "neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to
see corruption." My body will not become corrupt. It will rise
from the dead the third day, and Thou wilt show me the path of
resurrection life. Fulness of joy shall be My portion, and at Thy
right hand in the heavens, where Thou wilt set me, I shall enjoy
pleasures for evermore.
The words of the psalm, however, in a secondary sense, describe
David's experience, and the experience of believers generally, and
in. this sense we propose, the LORD enabling us, to consider them.
1. First, let us notice David's attitude towards the LORD.
He says, "I have set the LORD always before me." He placed
the LORD in the foreground of his vision. He realized that whereever he went and whatever he did the LORD was in front of Him.
He could not move without a conscious realization that the LORD
was near him, and going before him. This consciousness of the
LORD'S presence would greatly influence his conduct and his whole
life. This is the attitude which every child of GOD needs to take.
He needs to realize the presence and nearness of GOD always.
He needs to see Him by faith always before Him. "The LORD is
near" is a truth applicable to all the members of His family. His
nearness brings comfort and support and encouragement to the
hearts of His people. It should also make them realize the sinfulness of any departure from His precepts, and the sin of doing any
thing which is displeasing in His sight. There is no thought in
Qur minds, no word on our lips, no deed that we do that is not
<C manifest in His sight."
"All things are naked and opened
unto the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do" (Heb. iv. 13).
None the less we need to set Him always before us, and to walk
~lways as in His sight.
David set the LORD be/01·e him as his confidence.
" Preserve me, 0 GOD," he said, " for in Thee do I put my trust"
(verse 1). The LOR,D 'Whose nearness and presence he realized was
the Object of his trust and confidence. He leaned on His arm,
trusted in His power, relied upon His faithfulness. He could not
preserve or keep himself. Hence he trusted in Him for preservation. Only He can keep the feet of His saints. Only He can
keep us from stumbling. How easily we fall and are overthrown
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when suddenly and unexpectedly we are attacked by the fiery
darts of the wicked one. What need there is that we should
always "take the shield of faith" wherewith we shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the devil. GOD alone is our salvation,
both from the penalty and the power of sin, and we need to say
with our hearts, " Behold, GOD is my salvation; I will trust, and
not be afraid" (Isa. xii. 2).
David set the LORD before him as his portion.
He said, "The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of
my cup" (verse 5).
David's heart was chiefly occupied with the LORD as his portion. JEHOVAH was his GoD, his SAVIOUR and his everlasting
portion. Though he had many earthly blessings he sat loose to
them, and gloried in the LORD as his inheritance. The saints are
warranted to say, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His." Not
only is the LORD the Portion of His people, but they are His
portion. "The LORD'S portion is His people; Jacob is the lot
of His inheritance ' (Deut. xxxii. 9). It is a blessed thing if we
can truly say that the LORD is our portion. Other portions and
possessions may pass away, but the LORD is the everlasting portion of His people. Whatever else they may be deprived of they
cannot be deprived of Him.
Jeremiah gloried in this truth. He said, "The LORD is' my
portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him" (Lam.
iii. 24). The LORD is the present portion of His people. "I cried
unto Thee, 0 LORD: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion
in the land of the living" (Ps. cxlii. 5).
The LORD is the eternal portion of His people. When prone
to despair they can say, "My flesh and my heart faileth: but
GOD is the strength of my heart, and my portion for eve'f"
(Ps. lxxiii. 26). It is well if we can set the LORD before u£
always as our present, satisfying and abiding portion.
David set the LORD before him as his Guide.
He said, " Thou wilt show me the path of life" (verse 11). He
was assured that the LORD would show him the path which leadeth
unto eternal life. He would direct him in that way which would
issue in the full enjoyment of the Divine presence. He would
direct him to the place where there is fulness of joy and pleasures
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for evermore. There are joys and pleasures here, but fulness of
jby, and unmixed and abiding pleasures are only to be found at
GOD'S right hand in heaven. Wbat an example David is to all
believers! We need to set the LORD alway before us as our confidence, our Portion, our Guide, and as the Source of eternal joy
and gladness. Our eyes need to be ever toward the LORD. We
need to be so taken up with Him that all other things will be of
secondary importance. 0 to keep Him always before us, to
delight always in Him, to lean always on Him, to walk always
as in His sight. How much evil we should be delivered from if
we set the LORD always before us.
2. Secondly, let us notice David's assurance in relation to his
LORD.
He said, "He is at my right hand." He not only set the LoR.D
always in the forefront of his vision, but he was assured that the
LORD was at his right hand. He was not a GOD afar off, but a
GOD Who was near. He is at my right hand. Though I cannot
see Him He is there. Wherever I am, sitting or lying, standing
or walking, He is at my right hand. He is there to hold and take
care of me. "Nevertheless I am continually with thee: Thou
hast holden me by my right hand" (Ps. lxxiii. 23). What comfort
this brings to the child of GOD. How safe a child feels when his
father holds his hand, and walks along with him. "The LORD
thy GOD will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, fear not; I
will help thee" (Isa. xli. 13).
"The LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand" so that" the
sun shall not smite thee by day." The scorching rays of the sun
are a symbol of tribulation and persecution which arise because
of the word. Under such circumstances the LORD is on the
right hand of His people to shade them (see Ps. cxxi. 5, 6, and
Matt. xiii. 5, 6, 20, 21).
He is on their. right hand to save them from all their enemies.
"I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; yea, I will
praise Him among the multitude. For He shall stand at the right
hand of the poor, to save him from those that condemn his soul"
(Ps. cix. 31). Wbat a blessed assurance is this! Wbat David
could say, every child of GOD is warranted to say. He is on my
right hand to uphold, to comfort, to help, to guard and to save.
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3. Thirdly, let us notice David's assurance in regard to himself.
He says, "I shall not be moved." "Because He is at my
right hand I shall not be moved." I have no strength of my
own. I should certainly be m/?ved if left to myself, but inasmuch
as He is at my right hand I am assured that I shall not be moved.
The believer shall not be moved from the foundation on which he
rests. CHRIST is his foundation. On Him he rests. In His blood
and righteousness he trusts. From Him he has rec~ived eternal
life, and the Giver of this great blessing has said of His sheep to
whom He gives it, "They shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 28).
They are like the man who built his house upon a rock, "When
the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and
could not shake it, for it was founded upon a rock" (Luke vi. 48).

" On The Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose ~
With salvation's walls surrounded
Thou may'st smile at all thy foes."
The psalmist says, "They that trust in the LORD shall be as Mount
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever" (Ps. cxxi. 1).
Another psalm teaches us that the earth may be removed, and
the mountains carried into the midst of the sea, but the Church
of GOD "shall not be moved: GOD shall help her and that right
early" (Ps. xlvi. 2, 5).
The believer shall not be moved from the experience of GOD'S
kindness, nor from an interest in GOD'S Covenant. "For the
mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of My
peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee"
(Isa. liv. 10).
Nothing" shall be able to separate us from the love of GOD,
which is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD."
The believer shall not be seriously moved from the precious
truths of the Gospel. We say" seriously moved," because there
is a danger that GOD'S people may in some measure fall from
steadfast adherence to the truth. The Galatian believers are an
illustration of this. The apostle says to them, "I marvel that
ye are so soon removed" (or removing) "from Him that called
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you into the grace of CHRIST unto another Gospel" (Gal. i. 6).
False teachers had appeared in the Churches of Galatia and
were influencing many of the members of those Churches to
imbibe false notions of the Gospel of the grace of GOD. GOD'S
people, however, can never finally and totally fall away, or be
removed from the truth of the Gospel. They are warned, however, to beware of the danger arising from false teachers, a danger
very prevalent in the present day. The Apostle Peter says, "Ye
therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware
lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from
your own steadfastness" (2 Peter iii. 17). Dr. Gill remarks on
this, "though the saints can never finally and totally fall into sin,
or from the truth, yet they may fall from their steadfastness, both
as to the exercise of the grace of faith, and as to their profession
of the doctrine of faith; and to be fluctuating, hesitating, and
doubting in either respect, must be very uncomfortable and
dishonourable."
The LORD, however, being at the right hand of His people, He
will preserve them from falling finally and totally into error. In
the fullest sense the LORD "shall never suffer the righteous to be
moved" (Ps. Iv. 22).
Be of good courage, then, ye children of GOD. The LORD is
ever at your right hand. You are" a people near unto Him," and
He is a GoD near to His people. Seek to set Him always before
you. When you rise in the morning recall the fact that He is
near. As you go about your daily duties seek to set Him before
you. Walk as in His sight, and seek to be conscious of His
presence. Comfort your hearts with the knowledge that He is
at your right hand to uphold, to keep, to guide, and to bless.
Encourage yourselves in the LORD your GOD, and boldly say,
" The LORD is my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do
unto me" (Heb. xiii. 6).
" I set Him still before mine eyes;
At my right hand He stands prepared
To keep my soul from all surprise,
And be my everlasting guard."
(Watts.)
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas H oughton).
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GOD'S SEPARATED PEOPLE.
" For wherein shall it be known here that I and thy people have found
grace in thy sight? Is it not in that thou goest with us? So
shall we be separated, I and thy people, from all the people that
are upon the face of the earth."-ExoDus xxxiii. 16.

ON Wednesday, the thirteenth of November last, we found ourselves, in the providence of God, in Brighton, whither we had
gone for a few days of needed rest and change. As we drove to
the house of our kind host, he asked if we would like to go and hear
Mr. J. K. Popham that evening. We at once said it would be a
special pleasure if we could do so. Though we had read many of
Mr. Popham's sermons, and had had two conversations with him
at previous times, we had never heard him preach. That evening,
therefore, found us entering Galeed Chapel at about 6.45. We
found a congregation of about two hundred or more gathered
together for worship, and to hear the Word of God. We were
impressed with the stillness which prevailed ere the service began,
and with the quiet and reverence which marked those who entered
the chapel, and took their seats. At seven o'clock one of the
deacons gave out a hymn, and the congregation sang it without
the accompaniment of a wind instrument. Then the pastor, Mr.
Popham, very impressively and with clearness and distinctness
of utterance, read the thirty-third of Exodus. This was followed
by earnest prayer. Another hymn followed. Then the minister
gave out as his text the words we have placed at the top of these
Wayside Notes. For fifty-five minutes he unfolded the teaching
of the chapter and of the text. Though over 80 years of age he
was enabled to preach without a note. His sermon was most
searching and impressive. We were specially struck with his
deep sense of the enormity of sin, and of the majesty of God;
though almost motionless, his clear and Scriptural utterance, his
comprehensive setting forth of Gospel truth in unfaltering language,
rivetted the attention of his hearers, and we could not help but
thank God that He had raised up such a man to hold forth the
Word of life in Brighton for well-nigh fifty yeaUl'. To the Lord
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alone, however, must the sole glory be given. This esteemed
minister whom we regard as a friend and brother in the Lord
has absolutely nothing that he did not receive. He and the
rest of us, therefore, have not the smallest grolmd of selfcongratulation. By the grace of God alone we are what we are.
We dare not for a moment cherish any thoughts of pride in our
hearts. In our God we live and move and have our being. He
giveth to us life, and breath, and spiritual knowledge, and the
power to think, and to speak and to glorify Him. Debtors to His
mercy alone we all are, and we must unreservedly give to Him
the glory for any bodily, mental or spiritual powers we possess.
" Of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things: to Whom
be glory for ever. Amen" (Rom. xi. 36).
When the above text (Exod. xxxiii. 16) was read out we were
specially impressed with the words, " so shall we be separated, I and
thy people, from all the people that are upon the face of the earth."
We thought here is the position which the people of God in all ages
should take. They are a separated people, a people "separated
from all the people that are upon the face of the earth." There
is an abiding distinction between the Church of God, and the
world at large, and the members of the Church need to beware
lest they break down the barriers which separate them from the
world. All the evil in connection with the history of Israel, and
the history of the professing Church, is due to a failure to walk in
that separate path which should characterize all the true people
of God. The apostasy of Israel, and all the awful chastisements
which the ancient people of God have had to endure, may all be
traced to a failure to be separate" from all the people that are
upon the face of the earth."
The darkness which enshrouded the professing Church in the
middle ages, the deadness which characterized the Church prior
to the Evangelical revival, and the present awful and increasing
apostasy from Bible truth, may all likewise be traced to a failure
to be separate" from all the people that are upon the face of the
earth." The world was welcomed into the professing Church in
the time of Constantine, it dominated the professing Church in the
middle ages, and it dominates the Church now.
Even professed Evangelicals fail to live up to their belief that
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the Bible is their only rule of faith and practice. Many Evangelicals have but a shallow view of what is "the faith of God's
elect," and they tolerate practices in worshIp and in work which
would all be rejected if Bible teaching were brought to bear upon
them. The truth is, they are in bondage to a system, in bondage
to custom, and in bondage to Churchianity. The world has got
into the Church. It rules its singing, it rules its praying, it rules
its preaching, it rules the length of the sermon, it rules its methods
of obtaining money for the Lord's work, it empties its prayermeetings, popularizes entertainments, whist-drives, dances, and
bazaars, it deprives the hungry sheep of food, and it makes the
truly godly sigh and cry" for all the abominations that be done."
The professing Church fails to be "separated from all the people
that are upon the face of the earth."
Our Lord says to the Church, "Ye are the light of the world."
The Church is symbolized by the moon, shining in the heavens,
and reflecting the rays of the sun. The moon would cease to reflect
the sun's rays if it left its own proper sphere. The true Church
is seated with Christ in the heavenlies. From thence she shines
on a dark world. The merely professing Church, however, has no
place in the heavenlies. Its members have not been quickened
with Christ, raised with Christ and exalted with Him into heavenly
places. Hence they cannot reflect His light. Mere professors are
of the earth, earthy. They mingle with the world, and are not
" separated from all the people that are upon the face of the earth."
Our Lord likens the Church to "a city that is set on an hill."
Such a city is conspicuous, because it is elevated above all that
surrounds it. Because of its elevated position its beauty is seen
in the distance, and it cannot be hid. It is prominent to all on a
lower level. It is separate and distinct. So the true Church is
only conspicuous when it is seen above the world, not in fellowship
with it. Its beauties and characteristics can only be seen in its
elevated position. Let it be brought to the level of the world,
and it ceases to be distinctive and different. To come down to the
level of the world is wholly contrary to God's design for the true
Church. Any professed members of the Church who permanently
do so prove thereby that they are only nominal professors. "Know
ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Who-
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soever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God "
(James iv. 4). God's true people are to be "separated from all
the people that are upon the face of the earth."
1. Let us think 0/ the character 0/ this separation.
It is Divine in its origin.
It is the LORD Who separates His people" from all the people
that are upon the face of the earth." He said to Israel, "I am
the LORD your GOD, Which have separated you from other
people." " Ye shall be holy unto Me: for I the LORD am holy,
and have severed you from other people, that ye should be Mine"
(Lev. xx. 24, 26). Solomon says, "Thou didst separate them
from among all the people of the earth, to be Thine inheritance"
(1 Kings viii. 53). They are separated to be the LORD'S. They
are "a people for GOD'S Own possession" (1 Peter ii. 9, R.V.).
The LORD separated His people by electing them to be His Own.
He chose them in CHRIST before the foundation of the world.
Hence Paul was separated from his mother's womb (see Gal. i. 15).
Before he was actually born GOD separated him, having elected
him in CHRIST.
The LORD separates His people by redeeming them. He gave
His chosen ones to Christ, and sent Him to redeem them from
the merited curse of the law. They are separated from all
other people, in that they are the sheep whom the Father gave to
Christ, and for Whom the ,on laid down His life. The Lord
separates His people by calling and regenerating them. Though
dead in sin, He calls them by His grace, and regenerates them by
His Spirit. Then, being conscious of sin, and having Divinelyimparted faith, they are justified freely by God's grace through
faith in Christ's blood and righteousness. Eventually God's
separating work is seen in their glorification. The foreknown and
the predestinated are called, justified and finally glorified. The
Lord, when He comes, will separate the sheep from the goats and
welcome them to glory (Matt. xxv. 32).
2. Secondly, notice the distinguishing mark of this separation.
"'Wherein," asks Moses, "shall it be known here that I and
thy people have found grace in thy sight ~ Is it not in that thou
goest with us ~ So shall we be separated, I and thy people, from
all the people that are upon the face of the earth."
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The presence of God with His people is the great proof that they
are a separated people. How true that is of the Church. The
promise of the Divine presence is given only to God's separated
people. It is fulfilled in the indwelling presence of the Spirit.
" Ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God and
they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). God dwells in His
people and goes with them by His Spirit, they are the temple of
God, because the Spirit of God dwelleth in them (see 1 Cor. iii. 16).
The presence of the Spirit in the heart is the great proof that we
belong to Christ. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he
is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9).
The indwelling Spirit is "the earnest of our inheritance"
(Eph. i. 13, 14), the pledge of our future glorification. If the
Spirit dwelleth within us, it is a sure indication that we have
experienced His regenerating operations, that we are God's children,
and that we are heirs of glory.
If, therefore, the Lord goeth with us, then we have found grace
in His sight, and we shall be manifested as His people " separated
from all the people that are upon the face of the earth."
3. Thirdly, think of the call to manifest this separation.
Writing to the Corinthian saints the apostle says in effect, Because ye are God's separated people, indwelt by His presence,
therefore seek to manifest this in your relationship with others.
You are not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers. You are to
remember that there can be no fellowship between righteousness
and unrighteousness, no communion between light and darkness,
no concord between Christ and Belial, no agreement between the
temple of God and idols. "Wherefore come ont from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing;
and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." The Lord's
separated people are bidden to be practically separate. They are
to be separate from unbelievers, from erroneous teachers, from the
riendship of the world, from worldly pleasures, worldly company,
worldly society. Though the Lord had separated Israel from
other people yet they "mingled among the heathen and learned
their works." Thcn" they served their idols, which were a snare
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unto them" (Ps. cvi. 35, 36). Thus the failure to be separate
continually led God's people into idolatry, and thus brought upon
them again and again Divine chastisement. Writ large upon the
pages of Scripture are warnings, such as " Beware of false prophets,"
"Beware of co-operation and amalgamation with false teachers
and with the world at large." To invite sacerdotalists and
modernists into our pulpits and to address our meetings is surely
not in harmony with the Lord's injunction, "Beware of false
prophets." Our Lord also says, "Beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees," "Beware of the scribes . . . which for a pretence
make long prayers," " Beware of men" (Mark viii. 15; xii. 38, 40 ;
Matt. x. 17). The Apostle Paul says, "Beware of dogs, beware
of evil workers" (Phi!. iii. 2). It is often painful to walk in a
separate path from the majority. It is painful to refrain from
opening our pulpits and halls to Bishops and other dignitaries on
the ground that they are encouraging sacerdotahsm and modernism,
but loyalty to God must come before all loyalty to men and before
what are regarded as the claims of courtesy. We are bound if we
are faithful to our Lord and Master to be separate from much that
is popular in the professing Church. We are to be "separated
from all the people that are upon the face of the earth."
We read of Ezra crying unto God in prayer, and saying, "0 my
God, I am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to Thee, my God:
for our iniquities are increased over our head, and our trespass is
grown up into the heavens." Why was he thu ashamed in the
presence of God ~ It was because God's people had failed to
manifest a holy and separate walk. The people, the priests, and
the Levites had " not separated themselves from the people of the
lands, doing according to their abominations." They had" taken
of their daughters for themselves, and for their sons: so that the
holy seed had mingled themselves with the people of those lands:
Yea, the hand of the princes and rulers had been chief in this trespass" (Ezra ix. 1, 2, 6). How solemn it is to think that so many
of the professing Church to-day fail to separate themselves" from
all the people that are upon the face of the earth."
4. Fourthly, think of the trials of suoh separation.
Those who walk in holy separation from the world and in close
fellowship with Christ must be prepared to bear His reproach.
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" You have no idea how we are looked down upon," said a clergyman recently as though it were a thing to be troubled about.
Surely, however, that is what we are to expect if we are faithful.
It is our appointed portion, and we should rejoice if we are counted
worthy to suffer shame for His name. "Blessed are ye," says our
Master, "when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate
you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out
your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye in that
day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven"
(Luke vi. 22, 23).
Though it is a trial to suffer thus yet we are in good company.
"In like manner did their fathers to the prophets." The more
faithful we are the more we shall suffer for Christ's sake.
5. Lastly, think of the blessedness of separation.
To such the Lord says, "I will receive you." Though men
reject you, I will welcome you. I will hide you under the shadow
of My wings. I will smile upon you and bless you.
Further, He says, that He "will be a Father unto you, and ye
'hall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor.
vi. 17, 18).
The path of separation often means loss of worldly positions
and worldly emoluments, but the Lord will manifest Himself to
Hjs separated people--as their Father, and He will treat them as
His sons and daughters. Thus all their temporal needs are secured,
and He will make up to them the losses which holy separation
have brought upon them. Nothing, therefore, shall be "able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord" (Rom. viii. 39).
May we, dear readers, be amongst those who through infinite
grace and the Lord's enabling power are "separated from all the
people that are upon the fa£e of the earth."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

"THOUGH the whole universe were encamped n.gainst the solitary
Christian, he would still come off more than conqueror."-Dr. Charles
Hodge.
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lllilgtlm 'Uapet£l.
WELLSPRINGS.
" Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and
called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped
us."-l SAMUEL vii. 12.
My readers will one and all agree with me as to the rapid flight of
time. It seems but as yesterday that with all our fears and misgivings
we crossed the threshold of 1929. And yet we are already (as I write)
rushing through the second month of another New Year. Around us,
if possible, there seems more speed, greater restlessness and an increasing
spirit of the age possessing not only the carnal world, but professing
Christendom. May the Lord graciously preserve us from being carried
with the stream, and at this time give us hearts and desires to do as
Israel of old, after their wonderful redemption through the Red Sea,
to look back, pause, admire and adore the God of all our deliverances.
May He give us quieter minds, more subdued spirits and a closer
walk with Him. May He revive the spirit of prayer in us, and grant
the desire that when we do meet with fellow-believers, we may seek
to speak only and altogether of Him Whom our souls love and long
after. The" two or three" of God's children met here on the l!lst
day of the old year to record His faithfulness and to encourage themselves in their Covenant-keeping God as we sang together, " 0 God,
our Help," " Standing at the portal of the opening year," and" Bless
o Lord the opening year." After telling of this to a beloved friend
at a distance who would gladly have joined the little company she
writes, "What a happy evening. What a sweet gathering and
memory! It is a great mercy that the noise and rush of present-day
life makes no impression when Malachi iii. 16 is realized." There is a
rest and strengthening and a glorifying of Christ the Beloved of our
souls, as the saints draw aside from the busy world and its restlessness
and hollowness, and join heart to heart in prayer, meditation and
praIse.
The text which has been selected as a suitable portion, I trust, of
the Holy Spirit's guidance, is a very familiar one, and one which every
child of God in every age has valued. For who among them but has
had his Ebenezer ~ Who but can testify in spite of all his doubts and
fears, "Well, the Lord has helped me hitherto, and so I have a hope
somewhere hidden away and often smothered by the present carping
cares and overwhelming trials, that He will not leave me now. It is
true that He did help me through such and such a crooked path and
bitter trial; but somehow I am losing heart and seem to think He
is wearying of me, for I am so unthankful and rebellious, and unmindful
of His goodness and mercy." The answer returns, " I am the Lord.
I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." And
He will never bring a child of His part of the way only! "He Who
hath begun the good work will perform it."
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And He says, "He hateth" (a strong word) "putting away." "I
will never leave thee nor forsake thee." That merciful declaration is
in spite of what His children are and what they do! Oh! how
humbing is His mercy to His unworthy, unthankful, forgetful children.
There is the history of Israel before us, and we are no better than they!
They had fallen away sinfully into idolatry and were being justly
punished for that abominable sin which God hates. But they were
now beginning to feel an absent God, and "all the house of Israel
lamented after the Lord." The prophet Samuel deals with them
faithfully, and as every true sent servant of God should. He says to
them, " If ye do return unto the Lord with all your hearts, then put
away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare
your hearts unto the Lord, and serve Him only: and he will deliver
you out of the hand of the Philistines." With a whole-hearted desire
to return, they put away the strange gods, "and they gathered
together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before the
Lord, and fasted on that day, and said there, we have sinned against
the Lord." To pour out water sets forth contrition, confession,
humbling of heart, eincerity of purpose, and urgency of desire for the
Lord's forgiveness and return.
This provokes the wrath of their enemies who again come up against
them. But the Israelites beg of the prophej; to "cease not to cry
unto the Lord our God for us." They knew the secret of power.
And Samuel takes "a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt
offering wholly unto the Lord: and Samuel cried unto the Lord for
Israel; and the Lord heard him." Oh what a power is prayer! My
dear reader, do you not endorse the words of the poet and say,
" And he who knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes to be often there."
" Prayer," as Mr. J. K. Popham says, "is a great part of the life
of God in the soul." Yes, prayer is our vital breath. Restraining it,
means a cessation of warfare and a broken down gap for the enemy,
a.nd many a humbling fall. See what prayer did in the illustration
before us. While Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, and
" the Philistines drew near to battle," the Lord hearkened and heardand swift deliverance is winging its way down from the God of heaven,
Who always sees the affliction of His people, and Who comes down
sooner or later "to deliver them." Put that little word "as" or
while in verse 10 over against the short yet stupendously great word
" But," and see how Jehovah's But was the blasting barrier of confusion
and defeat to the oncoming enemy. "But the Lord thundered with
a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited
them, and they were smitten before Israel." Oh! prayer is a mighty
weapon.
"Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings God designs to give:
Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray, they live."
11
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It is told in the history of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius in A.D.
174 how he and his army were thrown into a situation of great peril
with the enemy. "The burning sun shone full in the faces of his
soldiers, who were suffering from the torture of intolerable thirst;
and under these unfavourable circumstances, threatened with an
attack of the enemy. In this extremity, the twelfth legion, composed
entirely of Christians, fell upon their knees. Their prayer was followed
by a shower of rain, which allayed the thirst of the Roman soldiers,
and by a storm, which frightened the barbarians. The Roman Army
obtained the victory, and the emperor, in commemoration of the
event, gave those Christian soldiers the name of 'The Thundering
Legion.''' Truly, if God be for us and on our side, who then can be
against us ~
The enemy of our text was smitten and scattered" until they came
to Beth-car," which means the ho'Use of the lamb. And spiritually that
is where all oUI victories are wrought, my dear reader. The Lord's
prophet is sacrificing the lamb and praying. The Lord in His heaven
sends a great thunder and the enemy is discomfited and flees away,
and Israel is delivered. What follows ~ "Then Samuel took a stone
and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer,
saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." Yes! true and humble
gratitude should alway~ follow the Lord's gracious deliverances. There
must be an acknowledgement of His mercies. Would that His saints
had more of the spirit of praise in holy exercise! Tell of your mercies,
dear reader. Speak of His marvellous deliverances and tender interpositions. Ofttimes, too, "Just at the last distressing hour," how
your God for you-yes, for you--" displayed delivering power." Tell
how He has brought you on and brought you through those" measured
waters," how He led you in your blindness through that thick heavy
cloud of sorrow which was before you; how He has made your
'c crooked things" into straitness and levelled the mountains of
difficulties, and made a plain path for your footsore feet, and spoken
comfortably to your heart in the day of your deepest distress! 0
seek more and more the grace of praise and cultivate the gracious
exercise of telling what the Lord in His infinite goodness and mercy
has done for you. Set up as a way-mark your stone of help, and
testify as Samuel did, saying, "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."
And may the Lord Himself soften our hearts and make tender our
spirits as we desire to speak thus to His praise; to order our conversation aright and to glorify Him. In such exercise we shall find our
souls encouraged and helped in these dark and solemn days. The
saints of God are weary and worn and sad. Their voices are feeble,
and their testimony scarce heard amid the din and strife of every
heresy and apostasy. The standard bearers are fallen, and those
tew faithful valiants for the truth and for the Protestant constitution
of our nation must ofttimes feel very sad and lonely as they realize
the enemy has come in like a flood, and the sin of indifference possesses
UlI as a nation.
But the Lord's own faithful witnesses have their rich
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compensation. They have the Lord on their side. They know the
command Divinely given, "He that hath My Word, let him speak My
Word." They know Him Who has said, "When the enemy cometh
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against
him." They know in blessed assurance that though they be few,
poor and despised, since God is for them nothing can be against them,
and they shall "be more than conquerors through Him that loved
them." And they day by day prove that their God is " very pitiful
and of tender mercy," 1:nowing so well as He does" their frame,"
and remembering they are dust. He draws near, cheers their desponding hearts, bids them "be of good cheer" and look up, knowing
their redemption draweth nigh.
"In vain shall earth and hell oppose
The Lord is mightier than His foes."
Each one of the beloved readers of this magazine can endorse from
heart-felt experience the precious lines of the late beloved and gracetaught James Ormiston, who wrote,
"Sweet 'fhy mercy, deep Thy pity,
Sweeter, deeper, day by day;
Deeper as life's shadows deepen,
Sweeter as earth's joys decay."
Brethren! what a God is ours! Set up your Ebenezer afresh and
encourage your hearts as grace constrains you to testify, "Hithert
hath the Lord helped us."
THE BLESSED HOPE.
" Lool.-ing for that blessed Hope."-TITUS ii. 14.
(That blissful, happy Hope.)

o BLISSFUL, happy Hope! Life's little day,
With autumn beauties soon shall pass away:
We stand beside the graves of those we love,
With happy sorrow as we look above:
No passing cloud this precious truth can dim" Who sleep in Jesus God will bring with HIM."
o blissful, happy Hope! He comes to reign
Who came at first to suffer and be slain:
o happy antidote to grief and fear,
That HE Who bore our griefs will soon appear!
" Beloved, now are we the sons of God,"
Our title made secure by precious blood:
Though what we shall be is not yet made known,
One glimpse of Him will make His joy our own.
Cricklewood,
WILLTAM WILEMAN.
Nov. 12th, 1929.
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Snmonf.' anlJ N otef.' of Sermonf.'.
AARON, THE TYPE: CHRIST, THE ANTITYPE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE T,ATE REV. JAMES ORlIUSTON
ON APRIL 17TH, 1898.
(Concluded from page 67.)
" And he tood between the dead and the living; and the plague was
stayed."-NUMBERS xvi. 48.
THEN we notice, dear friends, in this case of Aaron, that he became
a mighty intercessor.
ot only did he offer, as we have explained,
an atonement for these guilty rebels but he mightily interceded for
them. This incense became fragrant as it was cast upon the living
coals from off the sacrificial altar, and its perfume ascended. Its
relation therefore was God-ward-God-ward. And just as Jehovah
represents Himself in the case of Noah's sacrifice as smelling a sweet
savour, or as the margin puts it, " a savour of rest," so we may well
believe in this instance of Aaron, the type of Christ the Intercessor, it
was very acceptable in God's sight. God must be satisfied, you know,
for sin. He cannot pass it by without exacting its equivalent and
this He finds in the blood of Jesus, so that when the Lord Jesus intercedes for His people the efficacy of His blood always prevaiL "Ask
Me," the Father says to His dear Son-" Ask i\le, and I will give Thee.
I will withhold nothing from Thee, of all that We have pre-arranged,"
for let us never forget that the Lord Jesus when He intercedes always
intercedes upon the principles His Father has laid down for Him,
always intercedes in accordance with the Father's will. The eighth of
Romans teaches us what a remarkable accord there is between the
Persons of the blessed Trinity in regard to asking. Even the prayers
of the saints are the gift of God. It is God, the Holy One, the faithful
Promiser, Who puts the believer into the attitude of prayer, into the
frame of prayer, and then supplies him with petitions. And these
must always be acceptable because they are of Divine grace and they
have been inbreathed into the soul of the believer by the lips of the
living God Himself. We know not what to pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit maketh intercessi.on for us. There is One Who knows the
mind of God. The Holy Spirit knows the mind of the Father, and He
knows the mind of the Son, and so there is, as I have said, a holy
accord between the Divine Persons in the Godhead in the instance of
a believer's real prayer. Do not let us forget this.
" And the plague was stayed." You see there is the certain result
of the intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ. He has often stopped
the plague in its million forms. In other words, whatever has been
contrary to the interests of God's Israel the Lord Jesus, interposing
Himself, has prevailed to arrest the progress of the mischief. He has
spoiled the destroyer's malignant power. And so to-night, fellow
believers, we have on High the Antitype of Aaron armed with all
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power in beaven and in eartb, no creature conceivable able to resist
His will. And this was the Spirit-taught belief, you remember, of
tbe Apostle Paul, whose experience we get in the concluding verses
of the eighth of Romans: "Nay," says he, "in all tbese things we are
more than conquerors "-3011 these thing~ that are adverse to us, seeing
we have such an Intercessor as Christ. Christ as our Intercessor has
such an interest in us we are 'I1Wre than conquerors. It is not that we
escape merely from the enemy, but we are given the 'lfictory over the
enemy. And it is not a bare victory the Lord Jesus gives His believing
people in consequence of the efficacious exercise of His intercession
with the Father, but He makes them more than conquerors. The
Greek is very emphatic, it is" hyper-conquerors." "Nay, in all these
things we are hyper"-more than-" conquerors through Him Who
loved us." That is the key of the position-the love of the Lord Jesus
Christ; the love which moved Him to leave His Father's bosom; the
love which constrained Him to take upon Himself the likeness of His
brethren; the love which throughout His life found expression in
obedience, yea, obedience unto death, and that death the most shameful of all-the death of the cross. The same love still, not only ther.e
did He love us, but He loves us still. The love of the Lord Jesus
Christ to His brethren is changeless, matchless, unquenchable, invincible. "He cannot love them more," as one said, "and He will
not love them less." And so the Spirit-taught child of God is able to
adopt the language of the Apostle Paul and say" more than conquerors," hyper-conquerors, " through Him that loved us. For I am
persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, not
depth, nor any other creature "-that sweeps the universe of all
creatures-" nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." What a persuasion
this is. "I am persuaded." May the Holy Ghost increasingly inwork
this holy persuasion in our hearts, dear fellow-believers, for when once
this persuasion becomes a reality in our experience all fear is cast out.
When perfect love gets possession of us, the perfect redeeming love of
our God gets possession of our hearts, then fear, which is slavish and
has terror associated with it, terror of coming judgment associated
with it, is cast out. "I am persuaded, that no creature is able to
separate us from Him Who loved us, and gave Himself for us." Now
such an One as Intercessor became us. "Such an High Priest became
us "-it is a wonderful Scripture that. In other words, there was a
Divine fitness and suitability as well as sufficiency about this High
Priest to meet exactly all the requirements so many and so great
and so varied among His people. Aaron stands, censer-smoking
censer-in hand, between the dead and the living. What a picture
of the Lord Jesus Christ! Of course, as I said before, there are imperfections in all the types, so there is imperfection here. I was looking
I think it was in Dr. Gill's commentary on this subject. He brings
in: "Well, Christ stands between the living and the dead; that is,"
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he says, " He stands between the living God and dead sinners." That,
of- course, is quite true. I am not clear that it is the point here, but
certain I am that it is true, for all God's people, all of them, by nature
are dead in sins, and Christ is the Mediator between the living God
and sinners dead in sins. But as I lately pointed out to you, He is
much more-He is their Advocate, the Advocate of His living people,
pleading efficaciously, because righteously, there within the veil.
There He stands-" He stood between "-He is in office, He is engaged
in the discharge of His High Priestly functions. And when, if you
remember, Stephen saw the Lord Jesus just before he was caught up
he beheld Him standing at the Right Hand of God. When the beloved
apostle, in the first of the Revelation, had his vision of the glorified
High Priest of God's Church and people, lo! He was walking among
the golden candlesticks-that is, He was engaged in His office. He
was superintending the interests of His people, separating between
the pure and the impure, the precious and the vile. And those epistles
to the seven churches we have, and oh! what a solemn warning He
uttered to those who had a name to live and were dead; and oh1 what
a loving word of encouragement He uttered for the weak, and thc
tried, and the tempted, and the persecuted of His own dear people.
That is His mind to-night. "Thou hast," He said, " thou hast a few
things." And so He looks into our interests, and so He looks into
our resources, according as He has given us grace, one and another of
us His people, and He knows just exactly what to bestow upon us and
at the proper time. "Be thou faithful," He says-" be thou faithful
in a few things and thou ehalt be made ruler, thou shalt be prospered,
thou shalt be enlarged, and thou shalt be greatly increased." He
knows not, as I often say, how to break the bruised reed or to quench
the smoking flax, but He will increase the few things that remain
which to us at times seem ready to die. He is our Intercessor. He
is our ever-prevailing Intercessor and" the work which His goodness
~begins, the arm of His strength will certainly complete; His promise is
Yea and Amen, and never was forfeited yet." Oh, may grace enable
us to be ever looking up to this ever-living and all-prevailing Intercessor. Oh, how sweet His intercession must be to the Father. If
this intercession of Aaron's, if this act of his, was so pleasing in God's
sight that He forthwith stayed the plague and saved these rebels, these
murmurers, these false accusers, these opponents of God's Holy Name,
character, and revealed truth, oh, shall He not in behalf of His own
who trust in Him now mightily interpose, and however great our
necessities His sufficiency to us abounds to meet them, one and all.
Do not therefore let one of God's children here to-night say, " My way
is hidden from the Lord." Do not let one of God's children here
to-night say, "My burden is too great for me to bear," or another,
., My sins are too many to be forgiven, I have lived too long in them."
None of these things is true. "Where sin abounded "-is that your
ain 1-" grace did much more abound "-grace to cover all my sin.
And then about the burdens, He has said, has He not, "Cast thy
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burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee." Is it waiting for
an unfulfilled promise upon which grace has enabled the heart to
trust ~ "Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also in Him," that is
continued trust, " and He shall bring it to pass" in His own way, in
His own time. He is faithful That promised; He also will do it. ?tl(ay
these truths fill our hearts for Christ's sake.
SERMONETTE.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
"BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS."
MATTHEW vii. 15.
THESE are the words of the Lord Jesus, spoken at the beginning of
His Ministry, in His Sermon on the Mount of Olives. The Apostle
Paul, too, predicted, " I know that after my departing, shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things to draw away disciples
after them" (Acts xx. 29-30); and writing of "the last days" he
declared, "The time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts (desires) shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their
ears from the truth" (2 Tim. iv. 3-4). The Lord said that the false
prophets would "come in sheep's clothing "-they would pose as
Christ's sheep; they would claim to be His true people; but inwardly
they would be "ravening wolves."
Their voice is not the voice of Jesus, the great Shepherd of the
sheep, Who said, " My sheep hear My voice," which voice is contained
in the Holy Scriptures (see John v. 24, 25, etc.).
Again, the Apostle Paul says of the false teachers, " Such are false
apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles
of Christ. And no marvel for Satan himeelf is transformed into an
angel of light" (2 Cor. xi. 13-14). In these last days of the age, false
prophets abound, as they did towards the close of the apostolic age,
and it behoves the true people of God to "beware" of them.
In brief, then: (1) He who denies the Virgin Birth, and the essential
Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, is a false prophet, for these truths are
set forth in unmistakable clearness in the Holy Scriptures, e.g., Luke i.,
and John i. 1, 2, and 14. "In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God. And the Word was made (became) flesh, and
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father." (2) He who denies
the bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is a false prophet, for
"Him God raised up the third day, and shewed Him openly; . . .
even to us, who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from the
dead" (Acts x. 40, 41). (3) He who denies the finished work of Christ
upon the cross, by which expiation was made for the sins of His People.
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is a false prophet, for" In Him we have our redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His
grace" (Eph. i. 7, R.V.).
But these, and other foundation truths of the Bible, are denied by
false teachers in the present day. How important, therefore, to obey
the injunction, " Take heed what ye hear" (Mark iv. 24), to try all
teachers by the unerring Word of God, and to be like the Bereans
of old, who are commended, because they "searched the Scriptures
daily, whether these things were so " (Acts xvii. 11).
"I CHANGE NOT."
THERE is a gracious statement in the Book of Judges that runs thus:
"Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again, after he was
shaven." What a sad picture Samson must have been: bound with
brazen fetters, tied to the grind-stone, with his eyes out, and at the
mercy of heartless, jeering, triumphing enemies. And he had been
judge in Israel for twenty years, the hope and the strength of his
afflicted people. It would increase his misery also to think that he
had procured it to himself. The grindings of his conscience, I daresay,
would be heavier to him than the grindings of the mill. He would call
to remembrance former days and the way God had helped him mightily
when he slew heaps upon heaps. He would remember God's tenderness when He relieved his thirst. What his captors would do with
him, and how long the Lord would leave him to their mercy, or rather
to their cruelty, might be uncertainties: one thing he knew, that
whereas he used to see, now he' was blind. That wrong hurt him above
their other indignities. "Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow
again." I think it must have felt to him, as he passed his weary hand
over his head (if, indeed, he could reach it), that the Lord had not
utterly forsaken him. The Lord might have added perpetual baldness
to hopeless blindness, as if to let him never forget how great his
departures had been. But" the Creator of the ends of the earth
fainteth not neither is weary." "To the Lord our God belong mercies
and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him." The
Philistines had only begun their rejoicings when the Spirit of God
came once again, and for the last time upon the man of faith. He
took hold of God's strength and prevailed, in his own line of things, as
if the Lord sealed all the victories that had gone before with His own
seal and at the end accepted His servant. Was not the same tenderness
of mercy manifested when Jesus said to Peter, " When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren 1" The Lord had not rebuked him.
" He knows the frailty of our frame." "He knows what sore temptations mean." And very likely, even after the Lord was" risen indeed
and had appeared to Simon," one of these temptations would be, that
the Lord had no further use for the apostle's lips. He would find
better and more faithful and dependable ones. But the Lord did
not think that there were any lips or pens better than those of the
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son of Jonas. "Strengthen thy brethren." Be first still, and let
them all in their weakness hear what one so well fitted has to tell of
the kindness and unchanging favom of Him Who, having called whom
He will, never leaves them nor ceases to love them.
I was thinking some of these things, when a friend sent three verses
that her daughter had written, about Isaac's digging again the wells
that the Philistines had stopped, sweet lines of living experience, and
they did me good, for my fresh springs must be in Him. So I tmned up
the place and read it, and read also that Isaac called the wells by the
same names that Abraham had given them. It was the same water,
but fresh and new to Isaac, and he would taste and see that the Lord
is good. What a taste of His goodness they have who can rejoice
that their names are written in heaven, were written there before their
eyes were put out in Eden and they began to grind, grind for those
whose captives they were. The time failed the apostle to tell of
Samson and his overcoming faith, and time itself fails to tell of the
innumerable number who have cried to God out of as Iowa dungeon as
ever Samson was in, and have found His ever merciful and pitying
ear. He gives His children the victory now, and in the last encounter
they will leave all enemies behind. What a mercy to be amongst them.
In the light of God they shall see that it has been all because He is even
the same as He said at the beginning, their everlasting Father. No defeat
by the way, or imprisonment, or anything has altered the love that
He had for them, " before the day star knew its place, or planets went
their round."
FOLLOWER-ON.
" HOW SWEET ARE THY WORDS UNTO MY TASTE! "
(PSALM cxix. 103.)
LAST month we were considering the sweetness of being yoked with
Christ. "My yoke is easy." Linked to Him and with Him is indeed
security, salvation, satisfaction, and sweetness, and when pondering
over the Word of God in several phases lately, seeking the guidance
of the Holy Spirit for words to write, my attention has been riveted
by these words, " How sweet are Thy words unto my taste!" They
are rendered in the form of an exclamation, as if the Psalmist had
been pondering the Word and the words, and his soul is filled with
rapture, as he beholds more and more, and perceives more and
more of the richness and tenderness and sweetness of all. We
read of the congregation in the synagogue at Nazareth, when Jesus
read from the book of Isaiah that" the eyes of all ..• were fastened upon
Him . . . and they wondered at the gracious words which proceeded
out of His mouth." It is sweet to note the details-He" stood up for
to read." Then when the book was delivered to Him He opened the
book. He found the place where it was written, "The Spirit of the'
Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to preach the Gospel
to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach
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deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of
the Lord." Then" He closed the book, and He gave it again to the
minister, and sat down." Oh! how sweet His actions, how sweet His
words. He did not go on to read, " and the day of vengeance of our
God." How wonderful His actions and His words. "They wondered
at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth," when He
began to say unto them, " This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your
ears." What sweet words to the ears of the poor, the broken-hearted,
the captives, the blind, and the bruised. Well might the eyes of all
them that were in the synagogue be fastened upon Him, the Deliverer.
"Come ye sinners, poor and wretched,
. Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity joined with power.
He is able, He is willing; doubt no more.
Come, ye needy, come, and welcome,
God's free bounty glorify."
Jesus rejoiced in " the joy set before Him." He looked not to the
shame and suffering and death, except as the means to the triumphant, " It is finished." I have been thinking much of the sweetness of
His words on the eve of His last conversation with His loved disciples,
before going over the brook Cedron, into the garden to which He
oft-times resorted with His disciples. It was their last walk with Him
before His death, for in that garden He was betrayed and led out to
die. Surely, humanly speaking, He needed comfort from others then,
but His words were all words of cheer and comfort to His disciples.
" Let not your hearts be trollbled," He said to them, " ye believe in
God, believe also in Me. . . . I go to prepare a place for you." How
sweet these words must have been to them, as they have been to all
believers all through the ages. "I will come again, and receive you
unto Myself, that where I am, there ye may be also." Again He said
during this discourse, " Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto
you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid." He closed this last conversation
with the words" these things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye
might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be
of good cheer, I have overcome the world."
These are words of victory as well as of peace and comfort. They
have often cheered the fearing, the mourning, the poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, the blind, and bruised, and dying. "Let not
your heart be troubled" He says to each distressed soul.
Indeed we have always abundant rl'ason to exclaim, "How sweet
are l'hy words unto my taste! Yea., sweeter than honey to my mouth."
Do observe the personal note, dear reader, "Thy words "-" my
taste." How delightful when we can appropriate the sweetness.
" My meditation of Him shall be sweet." It is a reciprocal sweetness.
" Let me hear Thy voice; for sweet is Thy voice." And when there is

....
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mutual satisfaction and mutual desire there will be true joy. It is
when the world comes in, the plausible smile and words of the world,
that clouds intervene, and the sweetness declines, for there can be no
compromise in spiritual matters, it must be all or none. One of our
hymns illustrates the conflict between the flesh and the Spirit by the
words, " All of self and none of Thee," "Some of self and some of
Thee," "Less of self and more of Thee," culminating in the victory,
" None of self, and all of Thee." This is the diary of many. I was
reading a sentence of Bishop Home on " How sweet are Thy words
unto my taste!" It was, "The soul has its taste as well as the body;
and that taste is then in right Older, when the words of Scripture are
sweet to the soul as honey to the mouth. If they are not always so,
it is because our taste is vitiated by the world and the flesh." Dear
child of God, beware when the words of Christ are less sweet, for thou
art in danger. In the world but not of the world is the motto of the
beloved of the Lord. It is a continual warfare, but, be of good cheer
I thy Saviour have overcome the world. Be of good cheer.
I have lately been reading a memoir of the Rev. R. M. M'Cheyne
who was early taken home, and I cannot forbear giving a short extract:
" There is a wide difference between preaching doctrine and preaching
Christ. !lh. M'Cheyne preached all the doctrines of Scripture . . .
still it was not doctrine alone that he preached; it was Christ from
whom all doctrine shoots forth as rays from a centre. He sought to
hang every vessel and flagon upon Him. 'It is strange,' he wrote after
preaching on Revelation i. 15, ' It is strange how sweet and precious
it is to preach directly about Christ, compared with all other subjects
of preaching,' and he often expressed a dislike of the phrase giving
attention to religion, because it seemed to substitute doctrine and a
devout way of thinking for Christ Himself."
No wonder his ministry was so fruitful, for when Christ in His
Person, offices, and achievements is held up to view, sinners, conscious
of their own utter inability to save themselves, will flee to the Hope
set before them. "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me."
Spirit-quickened eyes will behold Him and will sing in ecstatic joy,
"Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find."

He will indeed endorse the Psalmist's delight, "How sweet are Thy
words unto my taste! " and the words of Jeremiah, " Thy words were
fOlmd and I did eat them," they entered into my heart and being, " and
Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; for I am
called by Thy name, 0 Lord God of hosts." "I am crucified with
Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
"How sweet are Thy words unto my taste!" May each dear
reader, Spirit-filled, find them sweet to his or her taste for Christ's sake!
NETTlE.
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OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THE HIGHER CRITICS.
By THE LATE RIGHT REV. BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.
I CANNOT reconcile the views of modern Old Testament critics with
the use which our Lord Jesus Ohrist continually made of the Old Testament Scriptures in the Gospels and with His mode of speaking about
events, persons and things in the Pentateuch, and specially in the
book of Genesis. This, after all, in my opinion, is the crucial test of
the whole matter in dispute. What did the Eternal Son of God, when
He was" manifest in the flesh," what did He say, and apparently think,
about the Old Testa.ment? In what light did He regard it? What
authority did He attach to it ?
I answer these questions without hesitation. It appears to me
that, all throughout the Gospels, the Lord Jesus always regards the
Old Testament Scriptures as in every part" the Word of God," devoid
of any defect, error, or imperfection, the only rule of faith for God's
Church, the only test of truth. I believe that such sentences as" Search
the Scriptures "-" What is written in the law "-" How readest
thou? "-were continually heard in our Lord's teaching. (I believe
it, though of course I cannot prove it.) It has been well said by an
American divine, " We have no evidence that our Lord Jesus Christ
ever read any other book than the Old Testament Scriptures. But of
them His teachings are full: He lived in them. There appears with
Him throughout the Gospels an unquestioning acceptance of the
Jewish canon, of the law, the prophets, and the Psalms." As to the
law He said, " Not one jot or tittle shall pass away till all things shall
be fulfilled" (Matt. v. 18). As to the prophets, He began His ministry
at Nazareth by reading a passage from the sixty-first chapter of Isaiah,
and saying, "This day is this Scripture fulfilled" (Luke iv. 21).
Daniel, whose authority is disputed by many, He endorsed as" Daniel
the prophet" (Matt. xxiv. 15). As to the Psalm-s, He quotes them
frequently. A text from the Psalms was the last word which came
from His lips on the cross. (Psalm xxxi. 5; Luke xxiii. 46.) And of
the one hundred and tenth Psalm, which some modern critics assign
to the era of the Maccabees, He says distinctly that David spoke its
words" by the Holy Ghost" (Mark xii. 36). Finally, it is a remarkable fact that Deuteronomy, the part of the Old Testament which
some tell us was compiled after the Babylonian captivity, is the very
book which He quotes three times in resisting the temptation of the
devil, and so stamps as a book of peculiar value and authority.
I cannot detect the shadow of a hint that our Lord did not think the
whole Pentateuch was written by Moses. Repeatedly He quotes from
it, and speaks of Moses as the author of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy. (Luke xx. 37; Matt. viii. 4; Mark x. 3.) He
calls Exodus" the book of Moses" (Mark xii. 26).' He says distinctly,
"Moses wrote of Me. If ye believe not his writings, how shall ye
believe My words?" (John v. 46, 47). Repeatedly He speaks of
events described in Genesis as real historical events, and persons men-
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tioned in Genesis as real historical persons. Any well-taught Sunday
scholar can tell us that Jesus Christ speaks of the institution of the
Sabbath, marriage, and circumcision, of the Flood, the Ark, the destruction of Sodom, of Satan as a "murderer from the beginning"
(John viii. 44), of Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Lot, and Lot's
wife,. In every caa.e His language is that of one who has before His
mind records of indisputable authority, which He handles with unhesitating confidence. He appears to my eyes to see the hand of only
one author from the beginning of the Pentateuch to the end, and that
author He taught His hearers was Moses. If the theories of modern
Old Testament critics are true, there is at any rate a remarkable
absence of support for them in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Of course, I do not forget that many" Higher Critics" maintain that
our Lord did not really believe in His own mind that Moses wrote the
Pentateuch, or that the events narrated in Genesis actually took place.
They say that, in order to avoid giving offence, He adopted the traditional views of His hearers, and accommodated Himself to their
ignount'legends. A more improbable solution of a difficulty I cannot
conceive! If ever there was a teacher who was above flattering his
hearers, or accommodating his language to their prejudices, that
teacher was our Lord. "Ye err," He says, " not knowing the Scriptures" (Matt. xxii. 29). Eight times over He says to the scribes and
Pharisees in one chapter (Matt. xxiii.), " "vVoe unto you, hypocrites."
Once He says, "Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how shall ye
escape the damnation of hell ~ " (Matt. xxiii. 33). Once He says, " I
know you, that ye have not the love of God in you" (John v. 42).
Once He says, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will do " (John viii. 44). Will anyone tell us that such a
Teacher as this was ever likely to accommodate Himself to His hearers,
and to speak of things as facts which He knew were not facts, and men
and women as real persons who He knew never existed at all, in order
to please and satisfy His audience ~ Let thoa.e believe it who can.
To my mind, such an attempt to explain our Lord's language requires
us to believe the utmost improbabilities.
I do not forget that some other" Higher Critics" of the Old Testament try to explain the difficulty before us by alleging that our Lord
Jesus Christ's knowledge was limited, that He was ignorant on some
subjects like other men, and was capable of erring about the authorship
of the Pentateuch, and the facts and persons mentioned in Genesis.
This is an explanation which I must decline to accept, and regard as
dangerous in the extreme. I admit that our Lord was really and truly
man, and that from His birth He " increased in wisdom and stature"
like 'other men. (Luke ii. 52.) But that His knowledge was imperfect
and limited when He came to full age, like the knowledge of any other
man who was merely a fallen child of Adam, I cannot believe for a
moment. For we must remember that He was always God as well as
man, and that in His marvellous and mysterious Person, " The Godbead and manhood were joined together, never to be divided."
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(Second Article.) To suppose that at any time during the three years
of His earthly ministry He could speak ignorantly of past things, and
teach things that were not really true, appears to my eyes a serious
errory and a step in the direction of Socinianism. My soul revolts from
the very idea of a fallible Saviour, Redeemer, Priest, and Judge! At
this rate our Lord was merely the greatest of human prophets, but
nothing more, and not " God manifest in the flesh." Once concede
that He was fallible in any part of His teaching, and I do not see where
you can draw the line. No one could now pronounce positively when
He spoke ignorantly and when not; and a mist of uncertainty descends
on all His words, That in the mysterious counsels of the eternal
Trinity it was appointed that the Son, during His earthly ministry,
should not know, as a thing to be revealed to the Church, the precise
date of His own Second Advent and the end of the world, I can believe,
and I think with reverence that I see wisdom in the appointment
(Mark xiii. 32). He says, "The Father which sent Me gave Me a commandment what I should say, and what I should speak" (John xii. 49) ..
But that He ever stated anything inaccurate I cannot for a moment
believe. If He was, He could not be the infallible Teacher of the
Church and the" Light of the world." As to the text and language
of the Hebrew Scriptures, I can hardly conceive that Christ did not
understand it better than any German or English professor that ever
lived. At any rate, I think no one would dare to dispute His knowledge
after His resurrection. It was after His resurrection we read that,
" Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded to them in
all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself" (Luke xxiv. 27). If
" Moses" in that place does not mean the Pentateuch, I do not see
what it can mean. After all, if He Who was born of the Virgin Mary
was the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, Who appeared to Abrabam, as the Angel of the Covenant, the very day before the destruction
of Sodom, it appears to me incredible that afterwards, " in the days
of His flesh," He was ignorant of the events of Abraham's time. To
ask me to believe that He did not know events which He had seen
nineteen centun'es before, is to ask me to believe a great improbability.

THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE AND THE
GRACE OF THE DOCTRINES,
" As there is a beautiful harmony and necessary connection between
the several doctrines of grace, between election, predestination, calling,
justification, and glorification, so must there be a like harmony in the
character of the Christian. He cannot experience the joy and confidence from his election without the humility which the consideration of its being gratuitous must produce; no~ can he have the peace
of one who is justified, without the holiness of one who is called."Dr. Charles Hodge on Romans viii. 29, 30.
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WHAT IS THE TRUE CHURCH ~
By THE LATE BISHOP JOHN CHARLES RYLE.
(From Knots Untied.)
I BELIEVE that to have clear ideas about the Church is of the first
importance in the present day. I believe that mistakes on this point
are one grand cause of the religious delusions into which so many
fall. I wish to direct attention to that great primary meaning in
which the word" Church" is used in the New Testament, and to
clear the subject of that misty vagueness by which it is surrounded
in so many minds. It was a most true saying of Bishop Jewel, the
reformer, " There never was anything yet so absurd or so wicked, but it
might seem ea.sy to be covered and defended by the name of the Church"
(Jewel's Apol., sec. xx).
What is the one true Chttrch out of which no man can be saved?
There is a Church outside of which there is no salvation-a Church
to which a man must belong, or be lost eternally. I lay this down
without hesitation or reserve. I say it as strongly and as confidently
as the strongest advocate of the Church of Rome. But what is this
Church ~ Where is this Church ~ What are the marks by which
this Church may be known ~ This is the grand question.
The one true Church is well described in the Communion Service
of the Church of England, as "The mystical body of Christ, which
is the blessed company of all faithful people." It is made up of all
GDd's elect-of all converted men and women-of all true Christians.
In whomsoever we can discern the election of God the Father, the
sprinkling of the blood of God the Son, the sanctifying work of God
the Spirit, in that person we see a member of Christ's true Church.
It is a Church of which all the members have the same marks.
They are all born again of the Spirit. They all possess " repentance
towards God, faith towards our Lord Jesus Cnrist" and holiness of
life and conversation. They all hate sin, and they all love Christ.
They worship differently, and after various fashions. Some worship
with a form of prayer and some with none. Some worship kneeling,
and some standing. But they all worship with one heart. They are
allIed by the Spirit. They all build upon one foundation. They all
draw their religion from one single book. They are all joined to one
great centre, that is Jesus Christ. They all, even now, can say with
one heart, " Hallelujah! "
It is a Church which is dependent upon no ministers upon eart~,
however much it values those who preach the Gospel to its members.
The life of its members does not hang on Church membership and
baptism and the Lord's Supper, although they highly value these things,
when they are to be had. But it has only one Great Head-one
Shepherd-one chief Bishop-and that is Jesus Christ. He alone, by
His Spirit, admits the members of this Church, though ministers may
show the door. Till He opens the door, no man on earth can open
it. Once let a man repent and believe the Gospel, and that moment
he becomes a member of this Church. Like the penitent thief, he
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may have no opportunity of being baptized. But he has that which
is far better than any water-baptism-the baptism of the Spirit. He
may not be able to receive the bread and wine in the Lord's Supperhe ma,y be excommunicated by ordained men, and cut off from the
outward ordinances of the professing Church-but all the ordained
men in the world cannot shut him out of the true Church.
It is a Church whose existence does not depend on forms, ceremonies,
cathedrals, churches, chapels, pulpits, endowments, money, kings,
governments, or any favour whatsoever from the hand of man. It
has oft·en lived on and continued when all these things have been
taken from it. It has often been driven into the wilderness, or into
dens and caves of the earth, by those who ought to have been its
friends. But its existence depends on nothing but the presence of
Christ and His Spirit, and so long as they are with it the Church
cannot die.
This is the Church to which the titles of present honour and privilege,
and 'the promises of future glory especially belong. This is the body
of Christ. This is the bride. This is the Lamb's wife. This is the
flock of Christ. This is the household of faith and familv of God.
This is God's building, God's foundation, and the temple of the Holy
Ghost. This is the Church of the first-born, whose names are written
in heaven. This is the "holy Catholic Church" of the Apostles'
Creed. This is the "One Catholic and Apostolic Church" of the
Nicene Creed. This is that Church to which the Lord Jesus promises
" the gates of hell shall not prevail against it," and to which He says,
" I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. xvi. 18,
xxviii. 20).
This is the only Church which possesses true unity. Its members
are entirely agreed on all the weighter matters of religion, for they
are all taught by one Spirit. About God, and Christ, and the Spirit,
and sin, and their own hearts, and faith, and repentance, and the
necessity of holiness, and the value of the Bible, and the importance
of prayer, and the resurrection, and judgement to come-about all
these points they see eye to eye. Take three or four of them, strangers
to one another, from the remotest corners of the earth. Examine
them separately on these points. You will find them all of one mind.
This is the only Church which possesses true sanctity. Its members
are all holy. They are aD more or less conformed to the image of Jesus
Christ. They are all more or less like their great Head. No unholy
man belongs to this Church.
This is the only Ohurch which is truly Oatholic. It is not the Church
of anyone nation or people. Its members are to be found in every
part of the world where the Gospel is received and believed. It is
not confined within the limits of anyone country, nor pent up within
the pale of any particular forms or outward government. In it there
is no difference between Jew and Greek, black man and white,
Episcopalian and Presbyterian; but faith in Christ is all. Its members
will be gathered from north, and south, and east, and west, in the
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la t day, and will be of every name, and denomination, and kindred,
and people, and tongue, but all one in Christ Jesus.
This is the only ChU1'ch which is truly Apostolic. It is built on the
foundation laid by the apostles, and holds the doctrines which they
preached. The two grand objects at which its members aim are
apostolic faith and apostolic practices, and they consider the man
who talks of following the apostle without possessing these two things
to be no better than sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal.
This is the only Church which is certain to endure unto the end.
Nothing can altogether overthrow and destroy it. Its members may
be persecuted, oppressed, imprisoned, beaten, beheaded, burned. But
the true Church is never altogether extinguished. It rises again from
its afllictions. It lives on through fire and water. When crushed in
one land, it springs up in another. The Pharaohs, the Herods, the
Neros, the Julians, the Diocletians, the bloody Marys, the Charles
the ~ inths have laboured in vain to put down this Church. They
slay their thousands, and then pass away and go to their own place.
The true Church out-lives them all, and sees them buried each in his
turn. It is an anvil that has broken many a hammer in this world,
and will break many a hammer still. It is a bush which is often
burning, and yet is not consumed.
This is the only Church of which no one member can perish. Once
enrolled in the lists of this Church, sinners are safe for eternity. They
are never cast away. The election of God the Father-the continual
intercession of God the Son-the daily renewing and sanctifying
power of God the Holy Ghost, surround and fence them in like a
garden enclosed. Not one bone of Christ's mystical body shall ever
be broken. Not onc lamb of Christ's flock shall ever be plucked out
of His hand.
This is the Church which does the work of Christ upon earth. Its
members are a little flock, and few in number compared with the
children of the world: one or two here, and two or three there-a
few in this parish, and a few in that. But these are they who shake
the universe. These are they who change the fortunes of kingdoms
by their prayer. These are they who are the active workers for
spreading the knowledge of pure religion and undefiled. These are
the life-blood of a country-the shield, the defence, the stay and the
support of any nation to which they belong.
This is the Church which shall be truly glorious at the end of all
things. When all earthly glory is passed away, then shall this Church
be presented without spot before God the Father's throne. Thrones,
principalities, and powers upon earth shall come to nothing. Dignities
and offices and endowments shall all pass away. But the Church
of the first-born shall shine as the stars at the last, and be presented
with joy before the Father' throne in the day of Christ's appearing.
When the Lord's jewels are made up, and the manifestation of the
sons of God takes place, Episcopacy, and Presbyterianism and Congregationalism will not be mentioned. One Church only will be named,
and that is the Church of the elect.
12
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BLESSED ASSURANCE.

By THE REV. H. H. HILL, INCUMBENT OF ST. LUKE's, LEAMINGTON.
" We A,"now."-1 JOHN v. 19-20.
THERE is never any suggestion in the apostles' writings that saving
faith may be present to-day, but entirely absent to-morrow; or that
a soul may by Sovereign grace be saved in January with the awful
possibility of being lost completely in December. Nor do we find
anything written to make people believe in their own faith as the true
way of deliverance from Satan's bondage. They never wrote of any
fancied power in themselves at all, but only of Him Who, though
rich, for their sakes became poor; and they loved to extol His power
to save and keep. He was the foundation cause of this confident
" We know" of John, and likewise the basis of the responding " We
know" in those to whom he wrote. The" We knows" of this Epistle
are connected with ce-rtainties concerning the past, present, and fut-ure.
1. THE PAST.-" We know that the Son of God is come" (1 John
v. 20). This is the great central point of earth's history, and on it
everything turns whether men see it or not. There is such a Person
as the Son of God. Not merely a. son, but the Son, " the only begotten
of the Father" (John i. 14), the eternal Son of the eternal Father.
His" beloved Son in Whom He is well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17). Hewas" made flesh and dwelt among us" (John i. 14); He was born
at Bethlehem, brought up at Nazareth, died on Calvary. "We know"
this, says the apostle. It is the most certain of all certainties; it is
beyond the shadow of a doubt; the surest of all events in history.
It is attested to on God's authority and not merely on man's. "We
know" it, and as a result of this knowledge, we also " know that we
have passed from death unto life" (1 John iii. 14). Oh! that each
one of us, my readers, may have this certainty with reference to
the past. It has a two-fold bearing, one relating to the Son of God
-He has come-and the other relating to the sinner who spiritually
discerns this truth-he" has passed from death unto life."
2. THE PRESENT.-" We know we are of God," and that He " hath
given us an understanding," and tliat " we are in Him that is true"
(1 John v. 19-20). This" understanding" is not to be confused with
what we commonly speak of as intelligence. It is far beyond that,
and superior in every way. The one i~ spiritual, while the other may
be merely carnal. Paul explains it in Ephesians i. 18, when he writes
of "The eyes of your understanding being enlightened," while in
~peaking of the unregenerate he says, "Having the understanding
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart" (Eph. iv. 18).
Christ then is the giver of a new intellect, whereby we discern the truth.
By this new underRtanding, "we may know Him that is true"" This is life eternn.l that they may know Thee, the only true God"
(John xvii. 3). The Son of God came that we may consciously know
God now, and there is no knowledge of God out of Chri t, apart from
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Christ, or without Christ. Where there is no heart knowledge of
Christ there must be ignorance of God. And ignorance of God is the
root of all idolatry-the worshipping of a false and an unknown God.
Falsehood touching God is a serious thing, and is accountable for the
Romish type of worship so prevalent in the Church of England to-day
-worship which is a fearful sin, a hideous blasphemy! Moreover, the
knowledge of a false God will not pacify the soul. It is only the true
God Whom Jesus Christ revealed that will suffice for a sin-burdened
pirit. Therefore this" We know" is a very important personal thing.
Paul knew, John knew, Peter knew, the early Christian knew, the
Reformers knew, all true believers in all ages have known the truths
"We are of God," "We are in Christ," "He abideth in us." Do
you, reader, possess this knowledge? To be in Him is to be out of
the world, separated from that which" lieth in wickedness." It is to
be out of self, and rooted and built up in Him, even as the flower is
rooted and grows up in the garden, and not in the desert.
3. THE FUTURE.-" We know that when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him" (1 John iii. 2). The knowledge of this is as decided,
sure, and definite as the knowledge concerning the past and present.
There is no vague expression of "wishes," or "thinkings" in this
connection. The future is not darkened by clouds of uncertainty,
it is as sure as the pre::!ent, and as firmly established as the past. It
is not" We hope we may be," or " We are inclined to think we ought
<me day to be." There is no want of decision here, no vagueness, no
hesitation, no ambiguity, no "if," no "perhaps." It is "We know
_ .. we shall be like Him." Glorious prospect! Think of it, and
may the Holy Spirit make all this Divine knowledge precious to us
by heart experience. It will humble, sanctify, and gladden us as we
go. And" now unto Him that is able to keep youfromfallin,q, and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever. Amen" (Jude 24, 25).
PILGRIMS TO CANAAN BOUND.
By MISS PHILPOT.
(Fwm the Quarte1'ly Record of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.)
IN these times of hurry and excitement, when so many people are
running after pleasures of various kinds, engrossed in business, or
striving to accumulate wealth, without any thought or care for their
souls, it is a support to the minds of those who fear God to remember
that the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, that He knows the end from
the beginning, and is working all things after the counsel of His own
will, and that nothing occurs without His knowledge and permission.
In my visits to some of the dear aged pilgrims, I have been most
-cheered to find how little their minds have been disturbed by the
prevailing restlessnes::!. It is true that many of them live in quiet
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localities away from the crowded thoroughfares, some in the country,
and I am thankful that our peaceful Aged Pilgrims' Home in Tunbridge
Wells is in a secluded spot, on high ground on the outskirts of the town,
and thus rendered free from the noise and traffic in the busy streets.
Apart from these circumstances many of these dear aged' ones, with
others of the liv;ng family of God, have been made to feel by sovereign
grace that this world is not their home, and that they can find no rest
or happiness in the vain pursuits and so-called pleasures of this life.
Like Christian and the other pilgrims in Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress,
they have turned their back<; on the City of Destruction and their faces
are towards Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, whither they are journeying with earnest desires to reach the
Celestial City, and see the King in His beauty. But they feel so helpless, so ignorant and sinful that they need a Sovereign Protector, a
heavenly Guide to watch over them and lead them every step of the
way, and for this help they are looking to the Mighty God of Jacob, Who
brought the children of Israel out of Egypt and led them safely and by
the right way into the promised land. Sometimes, however, these
dear pilgrims find the path so rough that they stumble and faint, and
then their heavenly Guide reminds them that they who wait on the
IJord shall renew their strength. Sometimes they go astray like lost
sheep, and then the Good Shepherd goes after them and brings them
back into the fold, and when they are starving and htmgry He feeds
them with some suitable portion out of His holy Word which rejoices
their heart, and for a time completely satisfies them.
But there are times when these frail pilgrims are overcome by
unbelief, temptation and worldly-mindedness, and sin against their
heavenly Friend, and then like a wise parent He rebukes and chastens
them, but He is so full of compassion to His dear erring children that
in due time He gives them repentance, enables them to confess their
sins and mourn over them, and then He freely forgives them, because
He delighteth in mercy. All the Lord's dear children are not led in the
same way, and some of them feel their daily cross a heavy one, and to
them He graciously brings to their remembrance His own words,
" Whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My
disciple." And to those who are afflicted and deeply tried He gives
sympathy and fellowship with Him in His sufferings, and shows them
that" He was wounded for their transgressions and bruised for their
iniquities, the chastisement of their peace was upon Him, and by His
stripes they are healed."
All through their journey their Sovereign Protector and Guide has
been watching over these travellers to Mount Zion, and when they are
weary and drawing near to the gate of death He will be true to His
promise never to fail or forsake them, and faithful to His word and His
work in their hearts, and will be with them as they pass through the
dark valley of the shadow of death and through the deep waters, and
in His own time, and in His own way will give them an abundant
entrance into His heavenly kingdom.
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Dear Christian reader. Is it not wonderful, yet perfectly true, that
poor sinners who are led by the Holy Spirit to trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ and His atoning sacrifice for the salvation of their souls should
be prepared and made meet to inherit the throne of His glory in that
beautiful home of love, joy and peace, where there is no sin, or sorrow,
where they shall see their dear Redeemer face to face, sing His praises
and enjoy His love and presence throughout eternity ~
There are some of the living family of God, who do not enjoy the
comfort of the witness of the Holy Spirit with their spirits that they
are the children of God. But they can come in here, that they have
fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before them, which hope
they have as an anchor of the soul both sure and stedfast and which
cntereth into that within the veil, whither the Forerunner is for us
entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.
And our dear Redeemer when on earth invited with His own gracious
lips those who laboured and were heavy laden, to come to Him for rest,
saying, " Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." And
He is the same yesterday, to-day and for ever.
HIGHER CRITICAL PREJUDICE
(From The English Ohurchman, March 11th, 1926.)
IT is well h.'Llown that the word" prejudice" has acquired a bad sense,
and is commonly used by way of disparagement. It signifies not
only a judgment that has been formed without sufficient consideration,
but also one that is the result of personal bias and unfair predisposition.
A man whose belief about another is coloured by partiality or antipathy
may be said to be prejudiced. One who holds a theory to be true,
merely because he desires it to be so and without taking into account
the facts of the case, may be called a prejudiced person. One who
asserts that a thing cannot be real or genuine because it is inconsistent
with his preconceived ideas and wishes must also come under a similar
charge. And the same may be said of him who adopts a system and
then endeavours to force all applicable phenomena into agreement
with it, or else accepts what seems to favour it, and rejects what tells
against it. We turn now to the higher criticism of the Old Testament
and ask how far it illustrates the remarks which we have made. Is it
not, in fact, a striking example of the prejudice to which we refer ~
As a process it is mainly subjective. It is a collection of fancies,
lacking the foundation of ascertained and solid facts. It is derived
from the imagination of its advocates, who though working on the
same material have arrived at a considerable variety of conclusions.
This feature of the subject shows how liable it is to the influence of
prejudice. Previous inclination has much to do with the course that
mental speculation is prone to take. Here is a man, for example, who
rules out the possibility of miracles. He flatly denies that they have
ever occurred or ever could occur. According to him there never
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has been, and never can be, the interference with natural order and
sequence which they imply. But many miracles are recorded in the
Bible, and are stated to have been caused by the special intervention
of Divine power. More than that, the whole Book claims to be a
miracle, not the mere outcome of human intellect, but given by inspiration of God. The man who rejects miracles, however, remains unmoved by the record or the claim. He is still determined to refuse all
credence to supernatural happenings, and his determination colours
the theories that he frames concerning the origin and character of the
Holy Scriptures. With him the story of a miraculous event may be
pure fiction, or deliberate forgery, or a manifestation of the superstition prevalent in an unscientific age, or a display of the legends that
gather round some ancient hero, or, indeed, almost anything except
historical reality and simple truth. Consequently he embarks upon
his investigation of the Bible with his mind made up to disbelieve a
large part of it, and he must rightly be described as so far blinded by
prejudice.
Suppose we take the kindred question of prophecy. It is almost
an axiom of the higher critics that actual prediction of the future has
never occurred. There may have been men endowed with natural
genius for penetrating the unseen and forecasting the course of events.
There may have been occasional guesses concerning things to be,
which, in the lapse of time, received remarkable fulfilment. But that
there was a Divine revelation, given through chosen instruments, of
what would certainly come to pass, this they emphatically deny. To
the unsophisticated reader page after page of Holy Scripture glows
with this supernatural phenomenon, but they in their superior wisdom
declare it to be impossible, solely because it is supernatural. And
yet the evidence to which appeal can actually be made is all against
them. The phenomena of the text are there for anyone of ordinary
intelligence to examine. He can study the predictions and compare
them with their fulfilment, and thereby be assured of their reality.
He can see that our Lord and His apostles, and pious believers all
down the ages, have accepted th~ predictive element in prophecy as a
great and glorious reality, and have drawn from it strong arguments
for the truth of the Christian religion. He can go further and see that
the correspondence between the forecast and the issue is laid down as
a test of genuine prophecy. That is the distinction between the true
prophet and the false. The words of the former are verified by the
event, which exposes the mendacious claims of the latter. Now with
all this evidence before us we can only attribute to prejudice the determination to ignore or deny it. A critic assumes the position of a judge.
and therefore it is quite unfair for him to pronounce his verdict first,
and then either to neglect the evidence altogether or else to force it
into agreement with his preconceived decision. We turn to another
point. Higher critics commonly adopt the theory of historical evolution and apply it to the case of the nation of Israel. According to
them the Israelites, like other nationalities, must have manifested a
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systematic process of social and religious development in a constantly
ascending scale. They must, for example, have begun with fetish
worship, have proceeded from that to polytheism, and finally emerged
into monotheism at a comparatively late period of their national life.
It will be seen that this theory runs counter to the plain testimony of
the Bible as we have it. There we are told that God gave an original
revelation of Himself as the only God and of the essential falsehood
of every other form of belief. The great creed proclaiming the sublime
unity of the Godhead was echoed on earth, but it was derived from
heaven. And the subsequent history of the people, so far from displaying continuous advance, is largely composed of lapses into the
degrading polytheism and idolatry of the surrounding heathen. In
order to maintain their theory, then, the critics endeavour to reverse
the witness of the Old Testament and make its real utterances contradict what it actually says. Myth, legend and folklore are held to be
rcgular precursors of genuine history, and therefore we must have them
in the creative record and the patriarchal story. Elaborate ritual,
sacrifice and legal enactments belong to a late period, and accordingly
they must be transferred from the time of the exodus to a date subsequent to the return from the Babylonian exile. To ascribe Deuteronomy to Moses would seriously endanger the evolutionary theory,
and so it must be regarded as the book of the law that was found in
the temple in the days of King Josiah, and that was framed and placed
therc by some entirely unknown author. We might illustrate our
contention much further, but we hope that we have said enough to
show that to make the evolutionary hypothesis the basis of Biblical
study is really prejudice, and perilous prejudice at that.
But, it might be asked, are not those who hold the traditional view
of the Bible prejudiced also ~ Do they not come to its study with
their minds made up ~ Do they not affirm it t~ be inspired from cover
to cover, and infallible from beginning to end ~ Do they not reject
the claims of every " new light" that would upset their convictions
and necessitate a revision of their belief ~ Do they not ignore scientific
discoveries which appear to be incompatible with distinct statements
of the Word ~ Have not they their prejudices as well as the critics of
whom they complain ~ It may be so with many of them. All are
not qualified to produce proofs of the convictions they cherish or to
answer the questions and objections that may be raised. But they at
least maintain the view which is consistent with the whole structure
of the Bible. They at least ascribe to it the character, and bestow
upon it the honour, which it demands. They stand by the side of our
Lord Himself and reverently accept that to which He has borne such
abundant testimony. They bow in mind and heart before the wonder
of its miracles and the glory of its prophecies. They see redemption
in its types and salvation in its assurances. And through it all, the
law, the history, the prophecy and the poetry, they hear the voice
that speaks of the sinner's need and the believer's Saviour, of solid
comfort here on earth and of eternal bliss in Heaven.
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A ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP'S WILL.
SINs.
(From" The English Ohurchman," March 11th, 1926.)
BEQUEST OF HIS

The Right Rev. Dr. John Stephen Vaughan, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop
of the Roman Catholic Diocese of SaHord, who died on Dec. 4th, aged
72, made a will which opened as follows: "I bequeath my soul to
God, from Whom it came, my body to the earth, from which it was
made, and all my sins, transgressions and offences to my kind and
generous relations and friends, to be atoned and satisfied for to the
best of their power by prayers, masses, alms, and other good
deeds."
It strikes one as terribly pathetic that this poor old man had nothing
better to say about his "sins, transgressions and offences." All he
could do was to leave them to the generosity of his relations and
friends to be atoned and satisfied for to the best of their power by
prayers, masses, alms and other good deeds. One repeats, it is most
pathetic that one who was a leader in his Church and was presumably
a good man does not seem to ha.ve had the slightest glimmer of the
light of the Gospel on the subject of forgiveness of sins. Even an Old
Testament writer could say, " As far as the east is from the west, so
far hath He removed our transgressions from us," whilst the New
Testament repeatedly tells how that we are "justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus," and that" by
faith with:lUt the deeds of the law." This Bishop seems to have had
no such assurance. He relied on his friends; but what about those
who have no friends to " atone" for their sins ~ Are such in a worse
position than those who have friends ~
What one wants really to emphasize is this: we are being led by
our bishops along the road to reunion with Rome. Do they realize
the darkness of the terminus ad quem ~ Do they really think that the
Gospel of forgiveness of sins as it appears to this Roman Catholic
bishop is worth having ~ Is it not a miserable parody on the Gospel
of the grace of God in Jesus Christ ~ To this poor ignorant Bishop
to depart this life was not" to be with Christ, which is far better,"
but to enter upon some discipline, the harshness and duration of which
would in his view be dependent upon the thoughtfulness and generosity
of his relations and friends.
Reverently we say it, we would ra.ther depend upon the love and
unfailing faithfulness of the Lamb of God Who taketh away the sin
of the world. No; we will not exchange that blessed hope of everlasting life for the Romanist's horrid dread. "Being justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God." "We joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom we have now received the
atonement."
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FAMINE-FAST-FEAST.
(From" The Sovereign Grace Herald.")
THERE can be no question to the fact that we are living in the time
of famine. Not of corn, or wine, or of oil, but of hearing the Word
of the Lord. Continual, added, and unrepented of, sin by men of all
classes and nations is slowly and surely robbing them of the fruits of
those blessings that are promised to the nations of men who listen to
what God has to say. Pre-eminently, however, it is true of the professed Christians and Christian Churches. Never were there so many
Bibles; never was there so little Bible reading-feeding upon the
Word of Life. Never were there so many sermons preached; but alas!
tbe Word of God has little place in the floods of oratory poured forth
week by week. And we have found many so-called Fundamentalists,
both lay and ministerial, opposed to the plain testimony of the Word
of God, which proves their lack of " hearing the Word of the Lord."
THESE SOLEMN FACTS should cause the spiritually-minded believer to
cry" We will hear what the Lord our God will speak." Such have no
business to support in any way, by any means, tbose awful systems
(so-called Christian) that are, like the Egyptian plague of locusts,
destroying the Word, so far as its teachings are concerned: we refer
to Modernism, Ritualism, and Romanism. The first robs the authority
of the Word by denying its inspiration; the last two by adding to it
the traditions of men. By the first we, as Protestant Dissenters, are
very much affected.
There is no section of Christen.dom but what is leavened by this
heresy. Especially is this the case with the majority of the Nonconformist Churches. Congregationalist, Presbyterian, Wesleyan,
and General Baptist are all, more or less, being shorn of their spirituality
and robbed of their strength as witnesses to evangelical truth. The
specious plea of liberty of thought has opened the door to false reasonings that have culminated in the rejection of the miraculous, and all
is considered trash that reason cannot reach.
The "tombs of the prophets" are garnished with lavish eulogies,
but the very truths that made Oliver Cromwell, John Knox and John
Bunyan such towers of strength and means of blessing to Churches and
the nations at large are despised. These words are written with a
sen1!e of sorrow, and we would fain call upon those who are jealous of
God's truth to "fast and pray," that God may in His compassion turn
again and have mercy upon us by turning the" famine of hearing
the Word of the Lord" into " a feast of fat things, of wine upon the
lees well refined." Ob, may many realizing the famine conditions be
led to cry, " Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth " !
When God was pleased, over twenty-five y~ars ago, to deliver the
writer from the baneful influence of Modernism, His Word was made
very precious to his soul-so precious that it is unto me more valuable
than thousands of gold and silver; through its gracious teachings
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I can humbly say that "I have more understanding than my
teachers."
Like Jeremiah the prophet, who, too, lived in a day when there was
a spiritual famine, he has often had to exclaim, as he has been privileged
to taste the good WOTd of God, " Thy words were found and I did eat
them; Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart, for
I am called by Thy name, 0 Lord God of hosts." There can be no
spiritual famine in the heart of that believer, or in that assembly of
believers, whose language is, "I have esteemed the words of Thy
mouth more than my necessary food."
S. W. W.
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ASSURA CE.
" THERE is full assurance of faith. Gospel assurance does not consist
in anyone point, and so may be greater or less. It is a gracious
persuasion of acceptance with God in Christ, and wrought by the
Holy Ghost through the exercise of faith. This may be higher or
lower at various seasons. God sometimes marvelloUl!ly raises the souls
of His saints by a nearer approach unto them, giving them a sense
of His eternal love; a taste of His Son's embraces; and a pledge
of the Spirit's inhabitation; and this brings full assurance.
"But this life is not a season to be always taking these wages. We
cannot ever abide on the mount, but must come down to the battle
again; must fight again; weep again; cry again. And believers
may have assurance of their acceptance with God, when they are
wrestling with tears an~ supplications, as when they are exulting with
joy. A man's assurance may be as true, though not so joyous when
lying on the earth through a sense of sin, as when lifted up to heaven
by a foretaste of glory."-John Berridge.
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J1)oung .foUtS' lPage.
COURAGE

ALL my young readers admire courage in others, and no doubt often
feel sad at the lack of it in themselves. A few days ago, one who is
now a preacher of the Gospel related the story of his own conversion.
He joined the Army as a drummer-boy, and as a lad was known in
his regiment as " the wickedest lad" amongst his companions. But
the Lord had mercy on him, and at a meeting in a Soldiers' Home,
the Lord Jesus Christ was revealed to him as his Saviour, after the
boy had repeatedly declared that God would not forgive him. After
the meeting, a Corporal who had spoken to him before, said to him"Now you'll say your prayers to-night." The lad replied that it
would be impossible to do that at the barracks before fifty-two boys,
who all knew how bad he was. The Corporal, however, urged him to
do so, and he began to feel that he must. When bedtime came he
passed through a most awful time. He pulled off his socks, and put
them on again time after time before he had the courage to kneel
down, and when he did so, an Irish boy who had often been his companion in sin, was so shocked, that he pulled his friend up, saying,
" No! you shall not mock God." The boy then told them that he
was a Christian, and they would see how changed he was, and, by
the grace of God, he has stood firm through more than twenty years,
and is constantly seeking to tell others of God's wondrous plan of
salvation.
If the Holy Spirit has revealed the Lord Jesus to you as your
Saviour, you will need courage to confess Him before others. Only
this afternoon a young woman told me how she and her husband are
laughed at and mocked for attending the services in the village Church.
The husband has also been ridiculed by others attending a service on
Sunday evening, because he uses his Bible for the reading of the
Scriptures, and in finding any places referred to by the preacher in
his sermons.
You will need courage to do right because it is right, and because
it is pleasing to God. It is not easy to stand alone, but the Lord
is always at hand to help His trusting child. You may be invited to
go to some place, or to take part in some thing, which you know the
Lord would not approve, and you will need courage then to refuse
firmly, but kindly. A girl was asked by a friend to go to the theatre,
and when she refused, her friend wanted to know the reason why.
The girl replied that she would not like to be found in the theatre
when the Lord Jesus came. It is some years since this occurred, but
the girl, now grown up, and the mother of two girls, told me of the
incident three or four months ago.
It is interesting to notice that at the end of the twenty-seventh
and thirty-first psalms, we are exhorted to be of good courage, and,
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in both cases, the psalmist goes on to say, " And He shall strengthen
your heart." You will find this true.
Moses urged Joshua to be of good courage in taking up his important
work, and David earnestly pressed upon Solomon to do the same.
When inclined to lack courage, think of Noah, Josbua, David, Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshacb and Abednego, as well as many others of whom
we are told in the Scriptures, and seek grace to " put a cheerful courage
on," as an old hymn says.
E. A. H.

in flllemoriam.
MRS. BUMSTEAD, OF HIGHGATE.
date March 1st, Miss Bumstead writes as follows: "I am
writing to tell you of our great loss. Our precious mother just fell
asleep last Tuesday afternoon, after sixteen months' intense suffering.
She was ill for more than two years, and a great care ever since we
lost our dear father (May, 1916, the year dear Mr. Ormiston went
Home). How we miss her no one knows, for we have scarcely left
her all through her illness. Yet, how could we wish it otherwise ?
We feel we have lost our aU in this world; for we three are alone.
Almost all our late father's old friends have gone Home, and I think
everyone of his contemporaries in connection with the Aged Pilgrim '
Friend Society, and our dear mother had outlived all her friends.
"We are so tbankful for such a peaceful, lovely end, after such pain
and distress. We have service here on Monday (March 3rd) at 2 o'clock
(Pastor K. Robinson, of Chadwell Street, conducting), and then to
Highgate Cemetery. Dear Mr. Stephens is unable to be with us.
"You will remember speaking to our dear mother at the Aged
Pilgrims' Home, Hornsey Rise.
" How we miss our dear friend Mr. J. E. Hazelton there!

UNDER

"Change and decay in all around I see;
o Thou, who changest not, abide with me:'

It is deeply interesting to note how such faithful men as the late
Rev. James Ormiston and Mr. John E. Hazleton are recalled in this
touching letter. Truly we miss such men of God in these increasingly
dark times.
Our tender Christian sympathy goes out to the three bereaved
daughters, mentioned in the above letter, in their great sorrow.
However, for our comfort it is written, "Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Ps. xxx. 5).

"How gracious is God! He grants ability to give, and bestows a
heart to give, and then recompenses the gift."-John Berridge.
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t3roHf3tant lJ3earon.
'I.'HE MASS VESTMENTS.
By THE LATE VERY REV. DEAN LEFROY, D.D.
(Being a Speech at the great Meeting in Queen's Hall, London,
July, 1908.)

..

THE DEAN OF NORWICH said: With regard to the introduction of
what are termed the Mass Vestments, or any special Vestment, I am
absolutely indifferent as to the material, shape, colour, ornamentation
of any article of ministerial dress. My sole concern is as to its doctrinal
significance-its relation to primitive Christianity, the probable
influence of its adoption on the contents and preservation of the Book
of Common Prayer, and on our relations to sister or daughter Churches
at home or abroad. The Jewish system of religion included definite
and authorized architecture, furniture, priesthood, sacrifices, and
Vestments. These were the subjects of revelation and of obedience,
but were ended, and finally, at the destruction of the Temple by Titus,
A.D. 70. We have an inspired comment upon this: "That which
waxeth old is ready to vanish away." The Jewish system was rudimentary and provisional. The rending of the Temple veil was
significant of its abolition. So far as Christianity is revealed by the
New Testament, there is not one word about architecture, priesthood,
furniture, sacrifices of propitiation or Vestments. The silence of the
New Testament is impressive and evidential. It means that the living
Christ totalizes in Himself and in spiritual completeness all that was
symbolized by external accessories. The living Church exists to
proclaim His fulness and to press that upon sinful humanity. The
succeeding centuries, covering the Apostolic, sub-Apostolic, and
Conciliar ages, are almost as silent as the Scriptures as to the dress
of the clergy. Indeed, the Report of the five Bishops assures us
that "at first the Christian clergy used no distinctive dress." "A
bishop, priest, or deacon differed, if at all, only in some slight variation
from a well-dressed layman." The earliest instance of a Vestment is
connected with Constantine the Great, who presented a robe of gold
tissue to Macarius of Jerusalem for the use of administering the
Sacrament of Baptism, not the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.
This was before the year 337.
To quote from the report of the five Bishops, five conclusions at
which they have arrived: The vestments have no connection with
Levitical dress; they were simply the garments of civil life ornamented
and beautified; their shape is strange simply because the fashion of
the dress has altered. With these three opinions the great body of
opinion in England is in intelligent agreement. Each rests upon a
foundation of historical fact, which is accepted by experts in sacred
archreology. But the other two conclusions are: "The symbolism
attached to them is arbitrary and fanciful," and it is at the same
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time" quite innocent and uncontroversial." These two latter conclusions are not justified by the history on which they claim to be based.
As to the symbolism being innocent, fanciful, and uncontroversial,
this is in flat contradiction to the history of the Book of Common
Prayer as exemplified by the changes made in the book of 1552
compared with the book of 1549, and also by the repeal in 1559 of
Mary's Repealing Act. If it is de ired to know the meaning of the
chasuble and the other Vestments, we appeal to the declarations of
those who wear them and of those who want them. Nor shall we
learn their significance as we ought unless we follow the teachings of
history and connect their present use with their past use in the Sacrificia
Missarum. The dress is connected with the doctrines of Transubstantiation, the presence of Christ's body in the Sacrament, and
therein, with a propitiatory sacrifice for the sins of the living and the
dead, presented to Almighty God by the sacerdos or sacrificing priest.
These are the three ideas which invest the dress of the priest with a
symbolism which no man can consider innocent or uncontroversial.
As history shows, the acceptance of doctrine by the Church of Rome
was in two advancing stages. The first at the Council of Lateran,
in 1215, when the word" Transubstantiation" was sanctioned, and
the second at the Council of Trent in 1545-63, where the doctrine
of Lateran was finally inserted as an article of faith to be rejected
on peril of salvation. That the dress is associated with the doctrine is proved by two most impressive functions. The first is
Ordination. Morinus .has preserved the very words used at the
ordination by the Bishop when he blesses the ordinand as he assumes
the chasuble: "The blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
descend upon thee, and may thou be blessed in the sacerdotal order
and offer propitiatory sacrifices for the ins and offences of the people! "
Maskell's learned MOnU1f~e1!ta records a fuller benedictio casulre, in
which the chasuble serves in " sacrificing for the living and the dead."
At the ordination of the prie t, when the chasuble is around hi'
shoulders, the ordaining Bishop says" Accipe vestem sacerdotalem."
Soon after this the priest's hands are anointed with holy oil, so that
he may consecrate" Hosts which are offered for the sins and negligences
of the people." This association of the Vestment with doctrine is
authorized by the Council of Trent. In the 22nd Section, chapter 5,
we find the following emphatic announcement: "And whereas such
is the nature of man that without external help he cannot easily be
raised to the meditation of Divine things, therefore has Holy Mother
Church instituted certain rites-to wit, that certain things he pronounced in the Mass in a low, and others in a louder tone-she has
likcwise employed ceremonies, such as mystic benedictions, lights,
incense, Vestments, whereby the majesty of so great a sacrifice might
be recommended." Thus I have established the connection between
dress and doctrine by those who for centuries have used the one and
have propagated the other.
But there is a.nother line of proof derived from that terrible function
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in the Church of Rome caJIed "Degradation." This is the undoing
in revolting detail of every solemnity connected with ordination. The
priest to be degraded is dressed in aJI the Vestments of the Mass. He
was then addressed by the Bishop in these and other words: "We
take from thee the paten and the chalice, and do deprive thee of all
power and authority of celebrating Mass. We pull from thy back the
chasuble and take from thee the Vestment, and deprive thee of all
manner of priestly honour." Archbishop Cranmer was humbled in
the same mode and for the same cause.
But we must now turn to those who want the Vestments. Lord
Halifax, who represents the Ritualistic body in England, says: "Our
Communion Office is and will continue to be the Mass in masquerade
till it is performed with the externals accustomed to be used in the
rest of the Western Church." Yet the five Bishops assure us that
the symbolism attached to the chasuble is "arbitrary and fanciful,"
and at the same time it is "innocent and uncontroversial." They
say further, "We believe that the evidence here collected indicates
that the Vestments cannot rightly be regarded as expressive of doctrine,
but that their use is a matter of reverent and seemly order." Each
of these assertions is open to challenge. Each rests upon a partial and
inadequate representation of facts. The rise of the doctrine of Transupstantiation, the presence of Christ in the elements, and the sacrificial
'propitiation by the priest gave doctrinal significance to the sacrerdotal
office and to the Sacerdotal Vestments. The case as presented by
the five Bishops is not what we had every reason to expect from
Bishops of the Anglican Church. It is inadequate. It suppresses
history, which is vital to the completeness of evidence. This partial
presentation of essential facts is vicious and misleading.
Suppose we adopt it for a. moment with regard to the significance
of the word ecclesia. The primary significance of this word was the
calling-out of thc citizens of a Greek town from their houses by the
herald's trumpet to summon them to the assembly.
What would be said if we declared that the" Church" of Christ
was the calling-out of the citizens of London or any other city to
take part in a Municipal or in a General Election. That opinion
might be based upon the original facts that we had presented. But
it would be culpable to give the primary meaning as if it were the
whole meaning. In doing so we suppress facts which for centuries
gave great significance to the word. So, too, with the word episkopos.
Originally it had no ecclesiastical significance whatever. In consequence
of this" it cannot be rightly regarded as possessing any ecclesiastical
significance to-day," and if we attribute any such significance to it,
it is alike" arbitrary and fanciful!" Yet that is the sort of reasoning
that is presented by the five Bishops to the loyal and conscientious
sons of the Church to induce them to tolerate and accept the Vestments worn by Rome and wanted by Ritualists. We derive the
significance of a. term from its use. This principle pervades our
literature, our law, and even Holy Scripture. Adopting that principle
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we recognize in the chasuble the doctrines, which the Papacy has
accepted, defined, and authorized. These doctrines the Church of
England has branded as "blasphemous fables" and as "pernicious
impostures." How can we retain these words and yet regard the
Vestments which symbolize the doctrine as " innocent and fanciful" '?
So long as Rome is apostate and Ritualism is imitative, we shall
continue our protest and resist to the very last the vicious principle
on which the suggestion of the five Bishops is based. The introduction
of the Vestments involves the withdrawal of essential truth from the
office of the Holy Communion, the suppressi.on of some of the Articles
of Religion, the introduction of anarchy to the Mission-field, the
secession of thousands of the laity to Nonconformity, and, possibly,
the overthrow of the Natiollal Church.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WRITING in reference to her pension, an aged saint says: "I feel I
must thank you for the constant help that I receive through the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, but more especially would I thank
my heavenly Father for all His goodness to me ever since I had a being.
I know that I must be near my journey's end, for should I be spared
until July 30th I shall have passed eighty years' pilgrimage. I would
testify to His faithfulness all along the line; always a refuge from the
storms (and they have been many) and a shelter for His erring child."
Many such letters reach us, showing how needful and how much
appreciated is the help the Society is able to give.
The Committee gratefully acknowledge the response to the appeal
recently made for further help. The need is great and the appeal
is on behalf of those who are in the later tage of their pilgrimage
to the Homeland.
The Annual Meeting will (D.V.) be held in Eccleston Hall on Friday,
May 2nd, when the Committee hope to meet a large number of Subscribers and friends. Full particulars will be found in the advertisement on the cover.
" AND now I dea.lt with my hearers in a very different manner from
what I used to do. I told them very plainly that they were the children of wrath, and under the curse of God, though they knew it not;
and that none but Jesus Christ could deliver them from that curse.
I told them, if they had ever broken the law of God once in thought,
word, or deed, no future good behaviour could make any atonement
for past miscarriages. For if I keep all God's laws to-day, this is no
amends for breaking them yesterday. If I behave peaceably to my
neighbour to-day, it is no satisfaction for having broken his head
yesterday. So that if once a sinner, nothing but the blood of Jesu.'~
can cleanse me from sin."-John Berridge.

