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.. Who comforteth UB in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTlHANS i.4.

"HE MUST RISE FROM THE DEAD."
" Fm' as yet they knew not the Scriptttre, that He must rise again from
the dead."-JoHN xx. 9.

THESE words, written by the Apostle John, long after the event to
which they refer, are recorded against himself. He and Peter
" knew not the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead."
The prophets had foretold this great event, but Peter and John
failed to take the great truth into their minds. "They understood
none of these things; and this saying was hid from them, neither
knew they the things which were spoken" (Luke xviii. 34). It
is remarkable how much truth may be clearly revealed in Scripture,
and yet our minds may be incapable of receiving it. How evident
it is that even the LORD'S Own regenerated people need to have
their understandings Divinely opened that they may understand
the Scriptures. Our chapter opens by telling us of Mary Magdalene
coming early, while it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre. On
reaching it she found that the stone had been taken away, and she
ran and told Peter and the disciple whom JESUS loved, that they
had" taken away the LORD out of the sepulchre, and we know not
where they have laid Him." No thought of His resurrection came
into her mind. She concluded that the enemies of her LORD had
removed His dead body. Peter and John thereupon ran both
together to see what had happened. Peter first entered the
sepulchre, and saw the linen clothes lying there, "and the napkin,
that was about His head, not lying with the linen clothes, but
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wrapped together in a place by itself." Then John entered, "and
he saw and believed." That is, he believed that JESUS had risen,
though it was a totally unexpected event both to him and to Peter.
If the LORD'S enemies had taken the body away they would have
taken it wrapped as it was in the linen clothes, with the napkin
about the head. The presence of the linen clothes, and the careful
wrapping up of the napkin, and the placing of it by itself, suggested
that the I~ORD had risen, doffed His grave clothes, calmly removed
the napkin, and left the sepulchre. But the blindness of the two
disciples to the predictions of the inspired Scriptures prevented
them from perceiving that the great event which had taken place
was, according to the Scriptures, a precise fulfilment of the Divine
purpose (see Luke xxiv. 12, 22-24).
The two disciples were, however, not only blind to the prophetic
Scriptures, but they failed to take in our LORD'S Own oft-repeated
prediction of His death, to be followed by His resurrection (see
Matt. xvi. 21; xvii. 22, 23; xx. 17-19; Luke xviii. 31-34).
No wonder that the LORD on the day of His resurrection said to
the two disciples whom He joined on the way to Emmaus, "0
fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:
ought not CHRIST to have suffered these things, and to enter into His
glory 1 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself" (Luke xxiv. 25-27). From such slowness of heart and
unbelief we need to pray to be kept. We need to receive with
meekness all that GOD has predicted and revealed.
Our subject is the necessity of CHRIST'S resurrection. There
was a necessity that He should-die: "Even so must the Son of man
be lifted up" (John iii. 14).
There was also a necessity that He should rise from the dead.
" He mttst rise again from the dead."
Why must He rise ~ Let us endeavour in dependence on the
SPIRIT'S guidance to answer that question.
1. First, He must rise again because the Scriptures foretold His
resurrection.
In the sixteenth psalm the LORD had said, "My flesh shall rest
in hope. For Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt
Thou suffer Thine holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt show
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Me the path of life" (verses 9-11). The LORD had a human soul
and a human body. At death they were separated, but the LORD
here foretells that His soul would not be left in the place of departed
spirits, neither would His body see corruption. The FATHER
would, by raising Him from the dead, show Him the path of life.
If He had not risen, His body would have become corrupt, but the
decree had gone forth that His body should not see corruption.
Hence He must rise. Both Peter and Paul quote this psalm IlS a
prediction of our LORD'S resurrection (see Acts ii. 31, 32; xiii.
34-37). The one-hundred and tenth psalm also implied His
resurrection. It was the FATHER'S purpose that His incarnate
SON should sit on His right hand (verse 1). Hence He must rise
from the dead and ascend into heaven (see Acts ii. 32-35). The
prophet Isaiah also predicted CHRIST'S resurrection when he wrote,
" When Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see
His seed, He shall prolong His days" (Isa. liii. 10).
J onah's remarkable experience was also an Old Testament type
of our LORD'S death and resurrection (Matt. xii. 39, 40).
CHRIST then must rise again because the inspired Scriptures had
foretold this great event. The predictions of the prophets are
revelations of the declared purpose of our unchangeable GOD. His
purpose must be done. His Word must stand. Nothing can
thwart the will of the MOST HIGH. He says, "My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all My pleasure." " I have spoken it, I will
also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it" (Isa.
xlvi. 10, 11).
CHRIST, then, our great Surety, our LORD and MASTER, must rise
again from the dead, and He did rise again" the third day according
to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. xv. 4).
2. Secondly, He must rise because He had met all the claims of the
law as the Surety of His people.
The law demanded from His people perfect obedience to its
precepts, and failing this it imposed the penalty of eternal death
upon them. CHRIST as their Surety was made under the law as
their Substitute. He during His life obeyed all its precepts, and
then with their sins imputed to Him He bore the penalty which
their sins merited. Jehovah laid on Him their iniquity and He
bare their sins in His Own body on the tree. The chastisement
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necessary to secure their peace was upon Him, and He gave His
life a ransom for them. By His obedience unto death He redeemed
them from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them. He
died for their sins, suffered the penalty which their sins deserved.
He was delivered for their offences, and was raised again for their
justification. That is to say, He was delivered over to death on
account of their sins, and was raised again on account of their
justification. He had so fully met the law's claims on behalf of
His people that He had thereby secured their justification. Death
therefore could no longer hold Him. It was no longer possible that
He should be holden of death (see Acts ii. 24). Hence He must
rise. "As the Surety of His people He had made full satisfaction
for sin, and had brought in an everlasting righteousness, and therefore ought in justice to be discharged, and detained a prisoner no
longer" (Dr. Gill on Acts ii. 24).
His resurrection therefore assures His people that He has finished
the work of redemption and secured the eternal justification of all
His believing people. They can go on their way now assured that
they are for ever delivered from condemnation.
" Who now accuseth them,
For whom their Ransom died 1
Who now shall those condemn
Whom GOD hath iustified 1
Captivity is captive "led;
For JESUS liveth, that v.as dead."
3. Thirdly, He mtts{ 1'ise from the dead in on!er that He 1'f/,1'ght
dispense the blessings 0/ salmtion to His people.

His resurrection was the preliminary to His ascension, and His
ascension must precede the gift of the Comforter. "It is expedient
for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will
not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you"
(John xvi. 7). It is through the Comforter, Who is the HOLY
GHOST, that all the blessings of redemption are dispensed to GOD'S
people. By His power dead sinners are quickened, and made
new creatures in CHRIST, and are blessed with all spiritual blessings
in CHRIST. They live by the SPIRIT, and they walk by the SPIRIT.
GOD, through CHRIST, pours the SPIRIT abundantly upon the
objects of His love and mercy, with the result that they are justified
by His grace and made heirs of eternal life (see Titus iii. 5-7).
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Before CHRIST could dispense His SPIRIT He must rise from the
dead, and be exalted to heaven by the right hand of GOD, and,
being thus exalted, He dispenses His SPIRIT and all spiritual
blessings to His people (see Acts ii. 33; v. 30, 31). From His
FATHER'S throne in the heavens He is continually dispensing fresh
mercies to His believing people.
" He
He
He
He

lives-to
lives-to
lives-to
lives-to

grant me rich supply,
guide me with His eye,
comfort me, when faint,
hear my soul's complaint."

All power belongs to our risen and ascended MASTER, and that
power He uses on His people's behalf. He assures them of His
presence with them always, even unto the end of the world.
4. Lastly, He must rise from the dead that He in bodily form might
enter heaven as the Forerunner of His people.
Within the veil "the Forerunner is for us entered, even JESUS,
made an high Priest for ever after the Order of Melchisedec"
(Heb. vi. 19, 20). He could not have become our Forerunner into
heaven, if He had not risen from the dead. The presence of the
Head in heaven is the pledge of the presence of all His members
in due course. His resurrection was followed by His glorification.
He was taken up into heaven, and is on the right hand of the
Majesty on high.
The title " Forerunner" implies that others are to follow Him,
and that is the blessed truth revealed for our comfort. All in
CHRIST shall be made alive at His coming. They will rise from
the dead. Their corruptible bodies must put on incorruption,
and this mortal shall put on immortality. Death will be swallowed
up in victory. The Forerunner will descend from heaven to
receive and welcome His risen and changed saints. They shall be
caught up to meet Him in the air. Then where He now is in
heaveD, there shall also His people be. "So shall we ever be with
the LORD."
What an unspeakable mercy it is, then, that our LORD is risen
from the dead. His resurrection demonstrated the truth of the
prophetic Scriptures. It proved that He had secured the eternal
justification of His people. It involved the bestowal of all the
blessings of redemption upon the members of His mystical body,

144

The Gospel Magazine

and it is the great pledge of the resurrection and glorification of all
the people of GOD.
"Why should His people now be sad 1
None have such reason to be glad,
As reconciled to GOD.
JESUS, the mighty SAVIOUR lives;
To them eternal life He gives,
The purchase of His blood.
"Ye ransomed, let your praise resound,
And in your MASTER'S work abound,
Steadfast immoveable.
Be sure your labour's not in vain;
Your bodies shall be raised again.
No more corruptible."
(Thomas Kelly.)
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas H oughton).

THE TWO CLASSES.
THE Man whom men despise is to be the Judge of the quick and the
dead; and He will divide all who stand before Him into two classes.
There are only two, they are named sheep and goats; and these
stand. Some of them have made many appearances in prayer, they
have appeared before God in the church, they have been seen by God
giving cups of cold water to thirsty disciples; they have vi ited the
Lord Jesus in prison; they have attended to the needs of the poor;
and now they stand before God, and He says to them, ' Come, ye
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
before the foundation of the world. For I was sick, I was in prison,
I was naked, I was hungry, I was thirsty; and in all these things
you attended to Me, visited Me,-ministered to Me." How astonished
they are! "When did we these things 1" "Inasmuch as ye did
them unto one of the least of these My little ones, ye did them unto
Me. Enter the joy of your Lord." And they go in, no more to go
out; they are made pillars in the temple of God, never to be moved.
Blessed people! Then He turns to His left hand, and looks upon
the multitude there, denominated goats; and whereas He said to
the sheep, " Enter the joy of your Lord," to these He says, " Depart
from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and
his angels." Are you afraid of that day 1 Are you afraid of that
meeting, that appearance you must make before God 1 Do you feel
unfit 1 Do you shake at the thought of death 1 Is death in the
very thought of it a terror 1 If it be so, may it turn to your salvation.
-Mr. J. K. Popham.
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OUR LORD'S LAMENT OVER JERUSALEM.

" 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I hctve gathe-red
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under
her wings, and ye wmtld not! Behold, your house is left unto
you desolate. F01' I say unto ymt, Ye shall not see ilfe henceforth,
till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord."-MATTHEW xxiii. 37-39.

THESE tender, solemn, and pathetic words are often quoted to
prove that Christ longingly desires to save men from eternal ruin,
but that He is unable to accomplish His object, because men will
not let Him do so. He would, but they would not. If this interpretation of the words were the correct one, then it would follow that
the salvation of a sinner really depends on himself. Christ, so it is
taught, wants to save all men, but they of their own free will refuse,
so it is said, His offers of mercy. But if this doctrine be true then
those who respond to Christ's wish may take credit to themselves
that they were better than others, and that it is due largely to
themselves that they are now saved. How, then, can salvation
be all of grace? How can it be true that the sinner is dead in
trespasses and sins, and that he is unable to come to Christ until
quickened and drawn by the Father.
One of the doctrines of the Reformers was that the Church may
not" so expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to
another." The manner in which this passage of Scripture is often
expounded is plainly repugnant to other clear and plain declarations
of Scripture. Our Lord plaIDly teaches that" no man can come to
Him, except the Father Which hath sent Him draw him" (John
vi. 44). He also teaches that there is no uncertainty about the
salvation of His sheep. Their salvation is not contingent on their
free will. It is the outcome ot the Divine purpose. "All that the
Father giveth Me shall corne to Me." " My sheep hear My voic~,
and I know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto them
eternal life ; and they shall never perish" (John vi. 37; x. 27, 28).
It is not a question of Christ wanting to save them, and they won't
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let Him. All His she~p shall in due time certainly come to Him.
They were all given Him by the Father (see John x. 29). For
them He laid down His life (John x. 15). They all in due time hear
His voice and follow Him. To them all He gives eternal life, and
not one of them shall perish. He declares that He is responsible
to bring them. He says, "they shall hear My voice," and they
shall be one flock under one Shepherd." (See John x. 16.)
The Apostle Paul teaches that all the foreknown ones are predestinated, that all the predestinated are called, all the called are
justified, and all the justified are glorified (see Rom. viii. 29, 30).
Scripture cannot contradict itself. Any exposition of Scripture
therefore, or any preaching that fails to recognize the truths
declared in the passages quoted must be wrong.
It is a sad and undeniable fact also that those who make the
salvation of a sinner to hinge on his own free will almost universally
ignore the teaching of such passages as the SL-xth and tenth chapters
of John, the eighth and ninth chapters of Romans, the first chapter
of Ephesians, the first chapter of the first Epistle of Peter, and
many other parts of Scripture.
There surely must be something wrong with expositions of Scripture which fail to declare all the counsel of Goel. We now come to
the words which we have placed at the head of these Wayside Notes,
and we would humbly unfold to our readers what seems to us to be
the true meaning of these words of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. They were spoken by our Lord a few days before His
death (Matt. xxvi. 1, 2). When He had spoken them He left the
temple and never entered its courts again (see Matt. xxiv. 1).
With these solemn words He concluded His public ministry.
1. First, let us think of the persons to whom our Lord here speaks.
He addresses Himself to Jerusalem, and says, "0 Jerusalem,
Jerusalem." The city itself is put for its ecclesiastical rulers. It
was "the elders and chief priests and scribes" of Jerusalem who
killed the Lord of glory Himself (see Matt. xvi. 21). All through
the twenty-third of Matthew the Lord addresses the Scribes and
Pharisees, the ecclesiastical rulers of Jerusalem. He calls them
"hypocrites," a " generation of vipers," "serpents." He says to
them, "Behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and
scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of
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them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them
from city to city" (verse 34). Upon them He declares shall" come
all the righteous blood shed upon the earth." In other words,
Divine judgment was coming on them. The nation would be
involved in these judgments, but the responsibility for them would
mainly belong to the rulers. He continues to address these same
rulers, when He says, " 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem."
2. Secondly, think of the character of these men.

The Lord describes them by saying, "Thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee." This was
their character in Old Testament times. When the Lord was about
to visit Jerusalem with the judgment of the Babylonian captivity,
the inspired writer, reviewing their past history, wrote, " And the
Lord God of their fathers sent to them by His messengers, rising
up betimes, and sending; because He had compassion on His
people, and on His dwelling place: but they mocked the messengers
of God, and despised Ihs words, (md misused His prophets, until the
wrath of the Lord a-rose against H1:S people, till there was no remedy"

(2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16). The book of Nehemiah bears similar
testimony. "Nevertheless they were disobedient, and rebelled
against Thee, and cast Thy law behind their backs, and slew Thy
prophets which testified agamst them to turn them to Thee, and they
wrought great provocations" (Neh. ix. 26).
Stephen, full of the Holy Ghost, said to these Jerusalem rulers,
" Ye stiffnecked and tillcircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers di.d, so do ye. Which of
the prophets have not your fathers persecuted ~ and they have
slain them which have showed before of the coming of the Just Onc;
of Whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers" (Acts vii.

51, 52). Despite all their spiritual privileges the character of the
Jerusalem rulers had always been such, "rith few exceptions, that
they resisted the Holy Ghost, persecuted and slew the prophets,
and now they had added to their long catalogue of sins by betraying
and murdering the Lord of glory. They had" killed the Prince
of life." They had said in effect, after previously beating, killing
and stoning many of the prophets, "This ie; the Heir; come, let
us kill Him." Thus they treated God's" one Son, His well beloved" (see Matt. xxi. 35-38; Mark xii. 6, 7). So characteristically
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true was it of the rulers in Jerusalem to treat God's prophets in
this way that our Lord said, "It cannot be that a prophet perish
out of Jerusalem" (Luke xiii. 33). Let it be remembered that
these men were the leaders in the professing Church. Does not
the history of the professing Church since apostolic times illustrate
the same solemn truth ~ It was the leading men in the professing
Church who organized the Spanish Inquisition which was responsible for the slaughter of thousands of God's saints.
Such men were responsible for the Massacre of St. Bartholomew,
and such men burnt at the stake the martyrs of Queen Mary's reign.
In our own day the greatest opponents of the teachings of Christ
and His prophets are the leading ecclesiastics of the various denominations of the professing Church. For the most part they are
modernists, or sacerdotalists, or both. The devil has sown tares
amongst the wheat. Hence the awful apostasy from the old Bible
truths.
3. Thirdly, think of mtr Lord's tender regard for JerusaJe:rn's
children.

" How often would I have gathered thy children together, even
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!" Dr. Gill points out that" It is not said, how often U'ould
I have gathered you, and you would not! nor, I would have gathered
Jerusale:rn and she would not,. nor, I would have gathered thy children,
and they would not,. but, hmv often would I have gathered thy children,
a,nd ye would not! "

Nothing is said about Jerusalem's children refusing to be
gathered. It is not said that Christ would have gathered them
and they would not be gathered but that Christ would often have
gathered Jerusalem's children and the rulers of Jerusalem would
not that they should be gathered. That is, they used all their
influence to prevent the people from acknowledging that Jesus was
the Messiah. They had agreed "that if any man did confess that
He was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue" (John ix. 22).
It was the chief priests and elders that" persuaded the multitude
that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus." It was under
the influence of the Jerusalem rulers that the people said, "Let
Him be crucified" and " His blood be on us and on our children"
(Matt. xxvii. 20-25). It was this crowning sin of the Jewish rulers

The Gospel Magazine

149

which brought upon the whole nation the destruction of Jerusalem,
and the scattering of its people, a judgment from which the nation
is suffering unto this day.
Our Lord said He would have gathered Jerusalem's children,
" even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings." A hen
gathers her chickens under her wings to protect them from impending danger and suffering. What was the danger to which Jerusalem's
children were exposed when our Lord uttered these tender and
solemn words ~ Many, who would be called upholders of the
doctrine that man can of his own free will come or not come to
Christ for pardon, would answer that the danger from which Christ
desired to protect Jerusalem's children was the danger of eternal
ruin. They would say that He desired to save them from the
eternal consequences of sin. The context, however, is surely
against such an interpretation. It was the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple, and the temporal judgment which was coming
on that city and people from which the Lord as man would have
saved them. He says, "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate." The temple would be deprived of the Divine presence and
protection. It would be given over judicially to destruction, The
next few verses clearly show this. Having uttered His lamentation,
" Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and His disciples
came to Him for to show Him the buildings of the temple. And
Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things ~ Verily I say
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that
shall not be thrown down" (Matt. xxiv. 1, 2).
At the time when the temple would be thus destroyed Jerusalem
would be besieged and its people would have to endure almost
unparalleled sufierings, and not only would its temple be destroyed,
but the whole city would be demolished. The terrible sufferings
which were coming on the nation were much in our Lord's mind
during the few days which preceded His death. A few days before
His crucifixion He entered Jerusalem, and when He was drawing
near to it, "He beheld the city, and wept over it, saying, If thou
hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which
belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.
For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a
trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on
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every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children
. within thee,. and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon
another; because thou Imewest not the time of thy visitation"
(Luke xix. 41--44). Then very shortly after our Lord had spoken
the words we are considering, He said to four of His disciples, while
sitting on the Mount of Olives, "When ye shall see Jerusalem
eompassed with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is
nigh." Those would be " the days of vengeance." Then" They
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Luke xxi.
20, 22, 24. Compare Mark xiii. 3, 4 with Luke xxi. 7). Now this
judgment upon Jerusalem and her people was foretold by the
prophet Moses (Deut. xxviii. 49-58), and it was the Spirit of Christ
in Moses Who predicted the siege of Jerusalem by the Romans.
Christ, therefore, as a Divine Person, predicted and determined
this judgment upon the nation. Yet as man, possessed of a true
human nature, He wept over the city on which such terrible judgments were coming, and as man He would have averted these
calamities which were coming on Jerusalem's children, and they
would have been averted, if Jerusalem's rulers had encouraged
the people to own Him even outwardly as the Messiah. Real
regeneration and saving faith in Christ are neces ary for salvation
from the eternal consequences of sin, but a head belief in Chri<>t
as Messiah and an outward conformity to God's commandments
would have saved the nation from temporal judgments. This is
also true of individuals. A man who is sober, honest and diligent
in his work prospers in temporal things much more than a man who
is given to drink and is dishonest and idle. Yet neither of them
may be the subject of God's regenerating and saving grace. In
interpreting the Gospel narratives we need to distinguish between
Christ's human nature and His Divine nature. As man He slept,
hungered, and was thirsty. As man He wept over Jerusalem
people and would have averted the predestined judgments which
were coming on them. As God, however, He neither slumbers nor
sleeps, and as God He does as He pleases, and performs all His
pleasure. He worketh all things after the counsel of His Own will.
What He purposes and wishes, that He will accomplish (see Isa.
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xlvi. 10, 11). The eternal salvation of His sheep shall certainly
be brought about because He has purposed it, and He has definitely
declared that all His people shall come to Him. He will certainly
bring them. They shall without doubt hear His voice. He will
certainly give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. These
things are so plainly stated that if a passage like the one we are
considering seems at first sight to contradict such declarations we
ought carefully to consider whether an interpretation consistent
with them is possible, and if so it should be adopted. We humbly
think that our interpretation of this passage is the true one, and
that it does not at all conflict with our Lord's clear teaching on the
certain salvation of all His elect people, and that that salvation
will be wholly of the Lord Himself, leaving no ground for boasting
to the saved.
4. Finally, let us briefly notice the stubbornness of Jerusalem's
1'tllers.
This is suggested by our Lord's words" Ye 'Would not."
The proofs of our Lord's Messiahship were abundant, and humanly
speaking they were calculated to carry overwhelming conviction
to reasonable minds. The works which He did bore witness that
the Father had sent Him. The case of the man born blind was a remarkable instance of miraculous power. Yet though the evidence
of the miracle was incontestable the Jewish rulers excommunicated
the man himself, and agreed that they would do the same to all
who would acknowledge that Jesus was the Messiah (see John
ix. 22, 34). The raising of Lazarus was another remarkable proof
of His Messiahship, yet the Jewish rulers, although admitting that
Jesus did many miracles, took counsel from that day forth to put
Him to death. Nay, they went even further. Finding that the
raising of Lazarus was making an impression, they" consulted that
they might put Lazarus also to death (see John xi. 46-53; xii.
10, 11). The fact is, they were judicially blinded. Hence their
stubbornness, their hardness of heart and their utter rejection of
the clearest evidence of the Messiahship of Jesus of Nazareth (see
Matt. xiii. 13-15).
All this reveals the true character of the human heart. It shows
that only Divine power can give life to the spiritually dead, open
the eyes of the spiritually blind, and turn a blasphemer, a persecutor,
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and one who is injurious, into a preacher of the faith which once he
destroyed.
Yet there was hope in our Lord's closing words to Jerusalem's
rulers.
" I say unto you, ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shall say,
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord." The day is
coming then when at least a remnant of them will delight in Him.
To this day the apostle points when he says, "Blindness in part
is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.
And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from
Jacob: for this is My Covenant unto them, when I shall take away
their sins" (Rom. xi. 25-27).
One great lesson we may gather from what has been advanced,
and that is, that even an outward national reverence for God, His
Word, and His day, may avert many national calamities. That
such a national reverence for God may be manifested by our own
guilty nation we need to pray.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferr'lj, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

THE VENERABLE ARCHDEACON NOYES.
WE received a letter from Mr. J. G. Willard, the Editor of The Llo-ydminster Times, dated Jan. 2nd, telling us how our esteemed friend
Archdeacon Noyes is. He has now kept his bed for nearly two years,
and is very feeble.
In February of this year he will have attained his 85th birthday,
and Mrs. Noyes will be 85 in May (D.V.). Yet she is still able lovingly
to minister to her husband.
Our kind correspondent says of Archdeacon Noyes: "His mind
seems as clear as ever, and as I visit him every Sunday, he is able to
quote whole passages of Scripture. If I bring up any text, he is able to
quote the whole connection." We may say that the Sermonettes
from Archdeacon Noyes' pen, which we print every month, originally
appeared in The Lloydminste1' Times.
We commend both our aged friends to the sympathetic prayers of
our readers.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Thi.s krww also, that in the last days perilous times shall come."2 TIMOTHY iii. l.
AND surely they are with us now!
The word " also" infers a reference
to the exhortation of the previous chapter, where the apostle exhorts
his son Timothy to " follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace with
them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. But foolish and
unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. And
the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men,
apt to teach, patient; in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; and that they may recover themselves out of
the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will." Then
the apostle goes on to say, "This know also," that" perilous times"
will also come. Such times are indeed signs of the last days. Most
compassionately did our Lord when upon earth bid His disciples to
" Take heed that no man deceive you, for many shall come in My name
saying, I am Christ: and shall deceive many." And again-" For
there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders, inasmuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect" (Matt. xxiv. 5, 24). And thus early in the Church's
apostolic days did the beloved Apostle Paul warn the elders of Ephesus,
"Take'heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock over which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He
hath purchased with His own blood: for I know this that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
flock" (Acts xx. 30). And, again, he testifies how "The Spirit
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils,"
(1 Tim. iv. 1). The Apostle Peter likewise raises his warning voice
against the" false prophets and false teachers who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies" (2 Pet. ii. 1)~ and the aged and beloved John
tenderly writes, " Little children, it is the last time; and as ye have
heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists;
whereby we know that it is the last time" (1 John ii. 18). The passage
from which our text is taken solemnly describes the state of things
which shall be and are truly evident of these last and perilous times.
" Men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy . . . despisers
of those that are good . . . lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof;
from such turn away." These are some of the many solemn warnings,
beloved, and which every minister of the Gospel is called upon to
declare, whilst well knowing that the precious antidote is the preaching
of the Word, the proclaiming of the everlasting Gospel of God's fre~
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grace; of the need of the New Birth; the precious all-atoning peacespeaking Blood, and of the Spirit's witness within our hearts. Let
"the trumpet" give anything but this "certain sound," and who
shall prepare himself for the battle? But given a pure, unadulterated
Gtlspel ministry, Gtld the Holy Spirit honours His own Word, works
upon the sinner's heart searchingly, convincingly and savingly, and
sinners are thus saved and saints built up, and rooted and grounded and
settled in the faith, and a precious Christ is exalted in their life and
walk. Oh, how some of us can look thankfully back with deep gratitude
to a godly upbringing, a heavenly atmosphere in the homes of our
earliest childhood, and that from a child we have been taught the
Holy Scriptures which were able to make us wise unto salvation, and
that we were thus hedged in from the subtle errors around us and
preserved from the snares and temptations to which we might otherwise have fallen a prey. Thus the Word of God, reverenced and hidden
in the heart by the working of the Holy Spirit, is able to "strengthen,
stablish and settle" in the faith. We are on sad and solemn ground
in this meditation, and perhaps deviating largely from our usual course
in writing comfort to the saints. But the warning note seemed forced
upon us, and daily we are confronted with these" perilous times,"
which so sadden the children of God as we see the awful fulfilment of
them in some that" depart from the faith," some that" will not endure
sound doctrine," some who are "scoffers," "mockers," "lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God," and are rejecting in their hearts
God's dear Son, and saying, "We will not have this Man to reign over
us"! Christendom and the world at large, all unsatisfied, uneasy,
wearying in and well-nigh worn out by this restless age, and yet not
kissing Gtld's Son and swearing allegiance to Him! They have no
foundation, are easily seduced and led captive to "some new thing,
some god newly come up." Thus adding to the already abounding
heresies.
The teaching of the day is easy and pleasant and comfortable to the
flesh. We are told to be more elastic, and not so narrow and strict.
We are told the times are changed (and that we are bound to admit,
although not for the better), and that now the younger generation must
be met and dealt with in a different way from our days. Their difficulties
and questions must be met and dealt with, and hence broad-mindedness,
Liberal Evangelicalism, and charity are the subtle and God-dishonouring
lines followed. And these are some of the marks of those who" having
a form of godliness, deny the power thereof." The necessity of the
New Birth and the all-atoning Blood are brushed aside as though they
were non-essentials, and a flesh-pleasing religion is substituted whereby
sin is belittled and a precious Saviour, the only Remedy for sin, is
dethroned! The sole authority of the Word of God in its veracity,
plenary inspiration and unalterable decree are questioned, whereby t:Qe
faith of many is undermined.
This is but a part, but the chief part, one takes it, of these " perilous
times." That other perils are evident we have daily proof from our
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newspapers. Earthquakes in divers places; hurricanes, whirlwinds,
whereby thousands have met an awful and sudden death; floods and
pestilences following in China, Japan, India; fearful calamities by
land and sea, and with all God speaking loudly with His voice of judgment and men not turning and crying unto Him, but rather hardening
their hearts and turning from Him !
Moreover, what awfully sad reading are our daily newspapers upon
the state of society; and the profanity and apostasy of the professing
Church. Only recently one's eye caught the summing up of a case
when it was "the opinion of the jury that the accused was devilpossessed," and the man they were trying was one in holy orders too!
" The police," in a recent case too awful to be related, said a secular
newspaper, " feared it to be an outbreak of Satanism or necromancy" !
Yet this doctrine of devils is flooding our country with its teaching
and ready followers-and in London children are attending so-called
Sunday schools for the express purpose of worshipping the devil, and
following the anti-God campaign of the Soviet rule!
And what can one expect when one reads with sorrow of heart a
large-typed article in our daily paper how " Oxford abolishes cause
of amazing 'Howlers'; in other words, the congregation at that
University decide by 140 votes against 99 to delete the teaching and
examination of Holy Scripture from its first public examination,"
giving in explanation that" the examination as it stood at present was
detrimental to the best work of the University"! One's heart is too
sad to enlarge upon these things, beloved, but sufficient has been said
to show how true are the words of warning and how compassionately
our God has caused them to be written for us, upon whom the end of
the ages has come.
And so while the" perilous times" are undoubtedly with us, did not
our gracious and all-compassionate Lord and Saviour say, "and when
ye see these things begin to come to pass, then lift up your heads,
knowing your redemption draweth nigh." No evil can possibly befall
the justified in Christ Jesus. They can with holy confidence look up
and say" my times are in Thy hand," and as they look through all the
sacred histories of the saints of at! ages, they find the unfailing Word
of promise supporting and bearing them up, and through the times of
tribulation which passed over them, and how they were preserved in
Christ Jesus and" kept" unto the end, even though that" end" were
a fiery chariot which was the appointed conveyance to their heavenly
Rest. It would not be like our God to have taught us that our times
are in His Covenant Hands, and then to have seemed to fail us when
the danger is with us. He is King still upon His Throne and the
Keeper of His saints; and it would not be in keeping with His character
to tell His children to " trust in Him at all times" and disappoint and
fail them in the end. Oh, no! but right along the ages He has been
a God upholding and comforting, sustaining and cheering them with
the assurance of His presence. In spite of the perilous times, the
depths of sorrow, the mountains of difficulty, He has shown" the
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exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus." All the saints will bear testimony to His faithfulness and love,
and how" He led them forth by the right (however rough) way to
the city of habitation." May we be kept as little children so humble
and poor and small in our own eyes, and so dependant for all our
wisdom on Jesus, Who is "the Wisdom of God," that we may defy
Satan's artifices to plunder us of our hope and to rob us of our comfort,
joy and peace in believing. Christ's little flock are often given what
to utter that shall put to silence the so-called wisdom of the world.
A humble correspondent recently wrote how she had unexpectedly met
with one whom she had known forty years ago as a professing Christian,
and teacher in a Sunday school and member of a place of worship. He
began to air his newly acquired worldly wisdom, and asked her had she
read Oliver Lodge and Peake's Commentary, and presently he thought
to put his hearers to silence by saying_CC Well you know' what is
truth' has never been answered." The dear Aged Pilgrim replied
simply and humbly, " Oh, yes it has. Jesus Himself said I am the Way,
the Truth and the Life." And, beloved reader, when we remember that
Bibles are going forth into all the world in vaster numbers than ever
before; . when one Bible Society alone is circulating in fifteen new
languages, and nearly ten millions of Bibles or portions of Scripture in
six hundred and eight different tongues; whilst our beloved Trinitarian
Bible Society, now past its centenary, holds on its way and is greatly
owned and blessed of God, we do well to take courage and be thankful.
God's Word shall not return void; it shall accomplish all His pleasure,
and triumph over every obstacle of man and devil.
May the Lord watch over us in His mercy, and keep us very near to
Himself, keep our hearts and minds stayed upon Him and our feet
from falling, and, in these dangerous days, preserve us from error, and
keep us from straying from Him.
" Oh! that I should ever wander
From the sinner's sweetest theme.
Give me grace my steps to ponder
All the way and look to Him.
Earth is old a~d age is hoary,
Systems to confusion slide.
God forbid that I should glory.
Save in Jesus crucified."

We bless our God for His Covenant verities, for the" sure and steadfast" hope anchored within the veil; for" the things which cannot
be shaken but remain"; for His Word for ever settled in Heaven,
for the" more sure word of prophecy," and for Him Who sitteth King
for ever upon His Throne in undisturbed Majesty; and He, child of
God, is thine eternal God, and Refuge, and Hiding-place. "The Lord
of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His
ancients gloriously." In that Day, His redeemed, reconciled, pardoned
and eternally-loved people will say, " Lo, this is our God: we have
waited/or Him: He will save us."
R.
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"Jesus the-refore answered and said unto them, Murmur not among yOUfselves. No man can come to Me, except the Father Which hath sent
Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written
in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto
Me."-JoHN vi. 43-46.
THIS chapter eminently exalts the claim of Jesus to be the living God.
And this great truth, this eternal truth, it was which stumbled His
carnal hearers. They listened to Him up to a certain point, and when
He enlarged upon the blessing-the gift, the Heavenly gift-of the
manna, and expounded in some measure its spiritual meaning, they
went so far as to say, "Lord, evermore give us this bread." But
soon after they had uttered the words they scoffed at Him and
rejected Him-" stumbled" at Him according to the prophets of the
Old Testament. If you observe in the verses preceding our text it is
said (verse 41), " the Jews then murmured at Him." They murmured
at the claim that He put forth to be the living Bread That cometh
down from Heaven of which if a man eat he shall hunger no more.
They murmured at these claims of His, that is, they muttered discontent, whether audible or not the Lord understood their unbelief and
judged them on the spot. The Lord is still the Searcher of hearts. He
knows all hearts here this evening, believing hearts, unbelieving hearts.
" I the Lord search the heart." He it is Who needeth not that any
man tell Him what is in man. "I the Lord search the heart, I try
the reins." Men may think to hide from His all-seeing eye their real
condition, but it cannot be. His eyes are as a flame of fire. To Him
the darkness and the light are both alike. Our hearts are naked and
opened to His eyes. So it was on this occasion-He answered their
murmurings. "Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur
not "-mutter not discontent-" among yourselves." In an undertone
they were raising these objections, it would seem; but the Lord's ears,
as His eyes, are quick. The Lord can hear the feeblest and the most
suppressed mutterings of unbelief. How frequently we meet with
this expression " murmur" in connection with the hearers of the Lord
Jesus Christ. How marvellous that He should have endured such
contradiction of sinners against Himself. But He did. They murmured notably, as the Gospel of Luke records, three times. Thus, in
the 5th chapter of that Gospel to which we turn, at the 30th v~rse we
find there a record of their murmuring. "The scribes and Pharisees
murmured." And why so 1 Because Jesus, their Master, had accepted
an invitation to a great feast which had just been given Him by Levi,
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or Matthew, the publican. Jesus went and His disciples. This raised
murmurings among the ranks of the Pharisees and scribes, and they
said to the disciples of Jesus, " Why do ye eat and drink with publicans
and sinners 1" And Jesus answered. He interposed between His
dear disciples and these carnal objectors who stumbled the disciples.
It is grace-that is the point they could not understand-the freeness
of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, that He should associate Himself
with sinners. "And Jesus, answering, said unto them, They that are
whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." Here He lays down
the great principles of the Gospel, that the Gospel is the message of
salvation to needy sinners, helpless sinners, sinners who confess themselves to be undone; unto such the Lord is Salvation. Unto those
wounded hearts He is the great Physician, and proves by His gracious
operations that there is yet balm in Gilead, that there is yet a Physician
there. And in the 15th chapter of the same Gospel-it is notable how
Luke should be the penman of these murmurings rather than the other
Evangelists-we read: "Then drew near unto Him all the publicans
and sinners for to hear Him. And the Pharisees and scribes murmured
(muttered), This Man receiveth sinners," said they, "and eateth
with them "-a great truth not intended at all to be spoken according
to Gospel Truth, but so it is. As I remarked this morning, the Lord can
put clean words into unclean lips and the words of His Truth suffer
nothing on that account. And so here "the Pharisees and scribes
murmured, This Man," say they, "receiveth sinners and eateth with
them." We bless His Name to-night that He still receives sinners,
and we trust we know something of our own need of Him, and have
proved His power to deal with extreme cases such as ours, as poor, needy,
helpless, undone sinners. This Man receiveth such, eateth with them,
holds communion with them, brings them into happy felt fellowship
with Himself. This Man yet and unto the end of time will receive
sinners and eat with them. And in the 19th chapter of the same Gospel
by Luke, in the 7th verse, we have the call of Zacchreus, his call by
grace, that marvellous call. Jesus passing through Jericho with
crowds following Him, passing along the highway comes to a sycamore
tree. He looks up, and He speaks to that man whom He calls by
name. He always calls His wandering sheep by name, He knows their
names intimately, and the time to seek and to find this poor wandering
sheep having arrived, Jesus was on the spot at the very moment. This
man was a man, we are told, of little stature, who desired to see Jesus,
but found he could not, so that he climbed into a wayside tree to behold
Him as He passed by. But Jesus was not going to pass him by.
" Your thoughts are not My thoughts; your ways are not My ways."
The Lord's way was to stop when He reached this spot and to look up
and see this man who had climbed up into a wayside wild fig-tree. And
He called him by name, and He said, " Zacchreus, make haste. No
time must be lost now the time to favour thee has come, promptly
come down, for this day I must abide at thy house." How the Lord
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singles out these cases, how He shows us His methods-that the seeking
and the finding of His people are the results of very ancient thoughts
of love and grace and mercy on His part. "I must abide, because the
time for My doing so has come. Thou art one that I have loved with
an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."
He does not wait for Zacchreus, but He commands Zacchreus. And
so it is, dear friends, in the salvation of sinners whom the Lord saves.
_He does not wait upon them but He commands them. He goes to the
_graveside of Lazarus not to wait on Lazarus, but He comes to command
the slumbering one to come forth. "Lazarus, come forth. And he
that was dead came forth." And so with Zacchreus: "I must abide
at thy house." And so " he made haste," and he was willing in the
day of the Lord's power, and he " came down and received Him "but not so only, he received Him" joyfully." It was a day of gladness
in that house. "This day," said Jesus presently, " this day is salvation come to this house." What a blessing when the Lord can say
looking upon anyone of us, "This day is salvation come to this one,
for this one was one of the sons of Abraham, one of the Covenant people,
a true son, a spiritual son of Abraham."
Now these carnal Jews were not in the secret of the Lord's Christ,
and therefore they murmured amongst themselves that He should
have claimed to have come down from Heaven showing Himself to be
none other than the Sent One, the Promised One, the true Messiah,
Michael the Prince, of Whom we were hearing to-night in the 12th of
Daniel, Who standeth for the people. His Name Michael signifies
" Who is like God "-Jesus, the express Image of the Father, "the
Brightness of His Glory," and therefore the true Messiah, the Prince
that standeth for the people, their Mediator, their Daysman, their
Redeemer.
Now note in this 44th verse Jesus does not temporize as regards the
message given Him by His Father to deliver. He does not moderate
any truth. And we notice this throughout His public teaching, how
He never withdrew anything, never eAlllained away any strong statement of truth, but very frequently reiterated it, sometimes in still
stronger terms. Now these men, these hearers, were rejecting Him,
rejecting Hi!' claims. They were exercising their own wills to the full
.and despising Him. "He is despised and rejected of men "-here we
find the prophecy being fulfilled. He is despised, and He is rejected.
They say they know Who He is. In the 42nd verse, "Is not this
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How
is it then that He saith, I came down from Heaven?" They despised
Him, and they rejected His righteous claims. And then He deals
with them, tells them their true condition. "No man," saith He,
"can come," or, "is able to come," that is the force of the word. " No
man is able to come to Me, to accept Me, to rely for salvation solely on
Me," " no man can come to Me except the Father Which hath sent Me "
-there is a repetition of His claim, and a re-declaration of His Divine
mission-cc draw him "-" No man is able to come to Me except the
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Father draw him." Now we cannot put too much honour, my hearers,
on this truth. No man ever yet came to Jesus whom the Father had
not drawn. None ever came to Him, that is believed, truly believed,
who had not first been taught of God. Neither does any man desire
Jesus until his eyes be opened by the Holy Ghost to see beauty in
Jesus, desirableness in Christ; until, in other words, the sinner feels
his need he will not seek the Physician. "No man is able to come to
Me, except the Father Which hath sent Me draw him." It is a very
8weet word, this word" draw," although it is a very powerful word.
It is the same word which is used elsewhere of the drawing or dragging
of a net of fish out of the sea on to the shore; but is also a word which
may well imply" gentle constraint "-gentle constraint, or constraint
gently exercised. The constraint may be Almighty constraint but
gently exercised, and I do think that pictures forth briefly the operation
of God the Holy Ghost. Wherever He operates Almighty power
operates, but not always when Almighty power operates does it operate
in manifestation of omnipotence. The work of the Holy Ghost is
sometimes expressed by "a still, small voice." At other times the
language is that of the tempest. It was so in the instance of Saul of
Tarsus. Physical as well as spiritual results-phenomena-succeeded
the breathing of eternal life into that sinner by the living God. He
was blinded by the physical light his eyes beheld when the Voice came
from Heaven, saying, " Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me ~ "-Yes,
a light above the brightness of the sun. It dazzled the prostrate
Pharisee and for days he was in darkness, and they led him into
Damascus by hand. And those days he continued under conviction
of sin, taking no food, just waiting broken-heartedly upon the God of
all mercy, and pleading the promises of the written Word as his only
ground of hope. We see in this the exercise of the power of the Holy
Ghost in demonstration-demonstration and power. But equally is
the Almighty power of the Spirit exercised when He but whispers,
when His Voice but whispers the word" Live," and he that was dead
lives. His life is incipient, its manifestations are feeble, but they are
destined to grow exceedingly. The Spirit will add to the work which
His goodness has begun. There are some it may be even here this
evening whom He is thus leading. He will " bring the blind by a way
that they knew not"; and by " paths that they have not known. I
will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them."
.. The work which His goodness began
The Arm of His strength will complete,
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet."

" No man is able to come to Me except the Father Which hath sent Me
draw him" by the Spirit and the Word, with or without demonstration,
but all whom He draws assuredly come. He says as much as this. He
adds, " I will raise him "-that is, " him that cometh unt<> Me." I will
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raise him who is drawn by the Father in grace unto Me-I will raise
him up at the last day. He pledges resurrection to every sinner who
is drawn by the Father unto Himself, the Saviour-every sinner,
every such sinner, you see He puts it into a single case here. "I will
draw him. I will raise him up at the last day"-no failure. If ~he
Lord be pleased to draw us gently, or to draw us in demonstration of
His power, we shall be drawn. Just as the prophet cries, " Save me
and I shall be saved," so " Draw me, and I shall be drawn. Draw me
and I shall come, and coming, Lord, I shall find in Thee, the Faithful
One, the resurrection and the life."
And He goes on, the Lord Jesus does, to certify this His teaching
by adding, "It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught
of God." "It is written in the prophets." What honour the Lord
Jesus always put upon the Word written, the Word of His Father in
Heaven. All shall be taught. Divine teaching is inseparable from
salvation-Divine teaching, effectual Divine teaching, is inseparable
from salva.tion. "It is written in the prophets." The prophet to
whom the Lord, I think, definitely referred would be the prophet
Isaiah, the 13th verse of the 54th chapter, taken in connection with a
very beautiful context. "The mountains shall depart, and the hills
be removed; but My kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall
the Covenant of My peace be removed, saith the Lord That hath
mercy on thee. 0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy
foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates,
and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones.
And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and great shall be
the peace of thy children"-peace, perfect peace, the peace of God
which passeth-surpasseth-all understanding, the result of Divine
teaching-deliverance from fear of condemnation-the assurance of
a personal interest in Christ. What can exceed the peace that must
needs ensue upon this instruction ?
May I ask in passing, Are we all to-night thus taught of God in
measure, one in this measure, another in that, but all taught the
foundation-truth the need of Jesus, the first great lesson? The Lord
teaches His children their need of salvation by a Saviour other than
themselves, by a Saviour and a great One. Great sinners need a great
Saviour, and such, 0 Lord, art Thou. Thy children-Zion, her
children-all of them, none untaught, sooner or later brought out from
the darkness of nature's ignorance into the light and liberty of thechildren of God. "Written in the prophets" and therefore assured.
The Lord appeals to the prophets as to supreme authority because
through them His Father spake, and the Word necessarily abideth and
the prophets to-night are as full of truth Divine as ever they were_
We may plead therefore the language recorded by the prophet Isaiah
in our humble-hearted waiting on the God of salvation: "0 Lord,
hast Thou not written in the prophets that Thy children shall be all
taught, and taught of Thee? 0 Lord, teach me, even me."
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" Every man therefore that hath heard" this Divine Teacher hath
heard in the day of a gracious drawing unto Jesus. He hath heard
and hath learned of the Father, the Father teaching, His child learning.
And who can deal so gently in the work of imparting instruction as a
fatjler ~ The compassions of a father are peculiar to the relationship
he fills. " Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear Him." He knoweth their frame, how feeble, He
remembereth they are dust, and therefore He teaches them forbearingly,
compassionately, here a little, there a little, as they are able to bear it.
Not the full flood of Divine light breaks in upon the soul of a spiritual
learner but just a feeble glimmering first. "The path of the just is
as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day."
And so the Father instructs His loved children, taking them by the
hand; sometimes they know it not-leading them by strange paths.
He led them by the right way, He led His children, the children of
Israel. He led them by the right way. It was not the nearest way.
It was not the smoothest way. All His ways are ways of rectitude
and unerring wisdom. "Who teacheth like Him?" Oh, the blessedness of sitting low at His feet.
Every man therefore that hath heard the quickening word, heard the
call of grace and thereby learned of the Father" cometh unto Me"and to none other. "For there is none other Name under Heaven"
but this one Name, the Name of Names, the dearest Name that Heaven
itself contains, the Name of Jesus, "whereby we must be saved."
" Cometh unto Me." And so His Voice is graciously tender to-night
to seeking souls, " Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest."

TWO PIERCINGS.
(FROM A SERMON BY PASTOR J. K. POPHAM.)
THERE are two piercings that the Lord Jesus experienced. The first
was that by the Roman soldier, who, finding that already Jesus was
dead, pierced His side. This touched His body, His sacred frame.
How very solemn! Ignorance and enmity and other motives known
to God may have prompted that action of the Roman soldier. The
legs of the Saviour were not to be broken, because the prophecy was
this, " A bone of Him shall not be broken." This was in the type of
the lamb, not a bone broken; therefore, not one bone of the Saviour
was broken, when the soldier pierced His side. That was one piercing.
Another piercing was this: "Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd,
against the Man that is My Fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts; smite
the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." This was the
piercing. If any of us get a sight of it, if God the Spirit should give
it to us in this service and at the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, we
shall understand the mourning here spoken of. It is a solemn subject,
and one feels as if one can hardly touch it; it is so sacred, so terrible,

The Gospel Magazine

163

so gracious, so glorious, and, when revealed, so intimate, that a sinner
who is blessed with it, understands what it is to "mourn apart."
The Lord Jesus was" made sin," a word that no saint has ever very
much entered into, I think. It is so profound, so mysterious, so terrible,
so loving, so omnipotent, so infinitely wise and so just; that the holy
Son of God was, by the act of His own proper, Eternal Father, " made
sin." The weight of it, wherever it is apprehended, is felt by the soul;
and the penetration of it when it is received by faith, brings the reality
of Christ's sufferings into the understanding, into the affections. It
makes the eye of the soul a sluice. This piercing was because Christ
the Son of God was" made sin." If we have been led by the Spirit
to trace Him, as "made sin," to the cross, and have seen Him there;
seen Him pierced by the sword of the Father, which was called upon
to awake against Him, we have seen a sight the greatness and the
depth and the beauty and the love of which we can never express.
This sword represents infinite justice; it represents the solemn piercing
of the holy soul of the Saviour; and it brings to faith's view, in the
light of the Spirit of grace and of supplications, the dying love,
the voluntary death, and efficacious obedience of the Saviour. He was
" obedient unto death"; and this piercing brought out of His soul
that cry, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" For
that piercing would be in the moment when His Father deserted Him,
did not smile on Him, when to men it would seem that the Father's
statement was taken back, " This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased"; and now that same Father said to justice, " 0 sword,
awake against My Son, My Fellow, My Shepherd." This brought His
death; that is to say, He received into His soul the punishment of hell,
what Rutherford calls the holy punishment; and He gave up the
ghost, saying, "It is finished." Everyone who gets this view, and
enters into the word, " It is finished," says in spirit and faith, " I can
live on that word, I hope in that word, I can die on that word, My
comfort comes from that word, my liberty is in that word, my joy is
in that word, and my sorrow is in that word." Oh, dear friends, I wish
that my own soul were bathed in this, and that you also were bathed
in it. What is religion without it -~ What are all the religious feelings
we may talk about without it ~ It is that solid, that good, that holy,
that just forgiveness, that sweet liberty, that the people of God get.
" And they shall look." It may not be for long you get the sight,
but you have it. This means an intent look, not a cursory, passing
glance, but the eye fixed. Well, that is very wonderful; that God not
only permits, but teaches a hell-deserving wretch to look to the Lord
Jesus Christ Whom he pierced. Oh, the best sight you ever can get,
the most wonderful, beautiful, glorious, humbling sight you ever can
get, is the sight of a suffering Saviour. "They shall look on Me, and
they shall recognize Me. They shall say, ' This is the Lord, we have
waited for Him.''' Well, when this sight is given, it fixes the affections,
if fixes faith, it fixes hope, it brings salvation into the conscience,
and fills the soul with mourning and self-abhorrence.

r
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There are many sights we may get. We may see the inspiration
of the Scripture, and see it to be a beautiful, a necessary truth. We
may see God's judgment on the wicked, and feel thankful, and praise
Him in inflicting it, as they are said to do in the Revelation. They
cry, " Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.
The smoke
of His enemies shall rise from hell, and as it rises His people cry,
"Alleluia." We may see His goodness in providence, and rejoice in
it; yea, we may see His goodness in chastisement, and thank Him
for it. We may see His kindness to godly friends, and be thankful to
find one and another getting liberty from time to time; but the sight
of all sights is this-a smitten, pierced Saviour.
"How willing was Jesus to die,
That we fellow-sinners might live!"
Oh, if the unction of the Spirit were granted to us, it would be a
blessing ! You would be listening to Him then; you would be looking
in the direction to which He turned your faith then; you would
be saying, "There is no sight like this for me, no life but in this for
me, and no liberty for me but this." You would be fixed then, you
would be saying, "My heart is fixed, 0 God, my heart is fixed; I
will sing and give praise."
And the next thing is, that these onlookers, these sinners, gazing
on a pierced Saviour, are not indifferent. The sight fetches up sorrow. They mourn, and there are two things in this mourning, as
I apprehend. First, that so holy, gracious, glorious a Person as the
Son of God Incarnate should have been put to such grief. Oh, the
sight is painful! And the second thing is, that your sins did it. Oh,
that pierces the soul! Your sins did it, my sins did it. I would like
to be ever mourning, I would like all the days of my life to be spent
looking on Him as pierced by me, that I might grieve for grieving
Him, and grieve for putting Him to death. "They shall mourn for
Him." The intensity of this mourning is set forth: "As one
mourneth for his only son." The hope of his father is that his son
will perpetuate his name, so to express the matter; and God takes
that son away; and all the father's hopes fixed there are blighted,
killed, removed. Here is a soul gazing on the Saviour, and he says,
" The sorrow for a son, an only son, is not like this sorrow; it expresses it in a figure, but this sorrow is of another kind: I mourn
that ever I sinned against Him." It is not much of this that any of
Us have known, perhaps. I think very few saints comparatively in
this our evil day have mourned over Christ as here spoken of. May
we as a Church have this sorrow; may we feel it this evening. Some
of us are to sit at the Lord's table, to receive the broken body and the
shed blood of the Saviour, in the ord;nance of broken bread and
poured-out wine. Now if we have broken hearts over a broken,
pierced Saviour, it will be a great mercy. We shall cry, " Oh, my sins,
my sins, my sins, all against this blessed Saviour!" Now, dear friends,
is this mourning something that you know ~ something that you
have felt, and that you would like to feel again ~

..
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SERMONETT E.
THE RESURRECTION.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
« He is not here: for He is risen, as He said."-MATTHEW xxviii. 6:
'THE Resurrect.ion of the Lord Jesus Christ from among the dead, is a
fundamental fact of the Gospel. It had been foretold in the Old Testament Scriptures. In type to Abraham (see Gen. xxii. 4, 5, compared
with Heb. xi. 19, and John viii. 56). In prophecy in the sixteenth
Psalm, as expounded by Peter on the day of Pentecost (see Acts ii.
24-32), and by Paul in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia (see Acts
xiii. 34-37). The Lord Himself had foretold His Resurrection, as the
Angel at the Sepulchre reminded the women there, " He is not here;
for He is risen, as He said." This is recorded by Matthew, chapter
xvi. 21: "From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples,
how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be, killed, and be raised again
the third day." (So also in chapters xvii. 23 and xx. 19). These word1\
were spoken to His disciples only, but the chief priests and the Pharisees
knew that the Lord had claimed that He would rise again, for after His
crucifixion they went to Pilate, and said, " Sir, we remember that that
·deceiver said, while He was yet alive, After three days I will rise
again" (Matt. xxvii. 63). They had heard Him say this, as recorded
in Matt. xii. 38-40: "Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees
answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee. But He
-answered and said unto them, ,An evil and adulterous generation seeketh
after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it but the sign of the
prophet .Jonas: for as Jonas was three days and three nights in the
whale's belly; so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights
in th'e heart of the earth."
Moreover, the fact of Christ's Resurrection was borne witness to by
.3011 His apostles, who saw the Lord, touched Him, conversed with Him,
,and" Did eat and drink with Him after He rose from the dead" (Acts
x. 40-42), and finally saw Him ascend into Heaven,. Their testimony
was never deviated from, in spite -of ignominy, sufferings, and martyr.dom, and although they had nothing to gain, but everything to lose
.as far as this world was concerned.
The Resurrection of Christ rests upon sure evidence. It is the
.central truth of Christianity, and the foundation of the Christian's
hope. As the Apostle Paul reasons in 1 Corinthians xv., " If Christ
.be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins" (verse 17).
If Christ be not raised, the Christian's hope of resurrection is gone!
" If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most
.miserable" (verse 19). "But now is Christ risen from the dead"
«verse 20). "Knowing," writes the same apostle, "that He which
raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall
,present us with you" (2 Cor. iv. 14).
And so we may, with the Apostle Peter, say, " Blessed be the God
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and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively (living) hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead to an inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away" (1 Pet. i. 3, 4).

"THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD."
(PSALM xxiii. 1.)
So much has been written upon and about the twenty-third Psalm
that it may seem useless to attempt to bring forth fresh thoughts
regarding any of the beautiful statements which the Psalmist was
inspired to make.
It is not claimed that there is any fresh information in the following
thoughts, but it may be well to remember that the Holy Spirit warns
men and women that they are so forgetful that He compares them to
" leaking vessels" (see Heb. ii. 1, margin), and hence there is great need
to repeat over and over again the precious truths revealed in Scripture.
The recent discoveries in " Ur of the Chaldees " (Gen. xi. 31) prove
that it was a well-built city of some considerable commercial importance in the days of Abram. Clay tablets-the then representatives
of the ledgers of modern merchants-have been unearthed, setting
forth quite important transactions. When facts such as these are
borne in mind it will be realized what a mighty man of the world Abram
would probably have become had God suffered him to remain in that
worldly and idolatrous city, for Abram had great natural abilities,
as the whole course of his history makes manifest.
Instead of permitting Abram to live and die an idolater, God bade
Abram leave" country and kindred" (Gen. xii. 1) and worship and
serve Him. Abram obeyed; and-as the inspired writer of the
Epistle to the Hebrews reminds those to whom the Epistle was addressed
-Abram henceforward" dwelt in tabernacles (or tents) with Isaac and
Jacob, the heirs with him of God's great and glorious promises"
(Heb. xi. 9). As an evidence and proof that God would carry out all
His promises He gave to Abram a new name. God called him Abraham
(Gen. xii. 2; xvii. 5): Whilst in this world Abraham had to live by
work, and he became by the blessing of God a successful owner of
flocks and herds (see Gen. xiii. 5-12). It is important to keep this
fact in mind and to remember that in after years Joseph referred to
it in connection with his father and brethren. Joseph said to Pharaoh,
" the men are shepherds, for their trade hath been to feed cattle; and
they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have"
(Gen. xlvi. 32).
David, who was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write the twentythird Psalm, was a shepherd such as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had
been; he "fed his father's sheep at Bethlehem" (1 Sam. xvi. 11;
xvii. 15, 34).
A due consideration of these facts will make it clear how important
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a factor, in the life of the ordinary Israelite, was that of the shepherd,
and therefore in His great condescension to the limited capacity of
the human mind, God used the figure of the shepherd to illustrate
His own care for His people.
In the favoured land of Great Britain there is much security from
wild beasts, and most farmers have their own well-fenced-in fields,
and constant supplies of water, but in the East these advantages did
not exist. The wild beasts were many and dangerous, as David testified to King Saul (1 Sam. xvii. 34). Considerable tracks of land were
sandy desert, scattered here and there were high and rugged rocks,
and water was often scarce and had to be sought for in distant places.
Great is the difference between the present physical features of Great
Britain and those of Palestine in the days of Abraham and David.
Therefore, in order to understand the beauty of the Psalmist's figures,
it is necessary to realize that he is not describing conditions such as
exist in Great Britain, but is dealing with an entirely different set of
outward circumstances.
In the East the shepherd needed great courage, great strength,
great wisdom, great tenderness and great knowledge. He must
know where to find pasturage as well as water. He must have no
fear of wild beasts. He must know where to gather his sheep at night
and how to protect them. He must know all his sheep and what to
do if one or more strayed from the flock. He must know how far the
weakest had strength to be led, and what to do if injury befell any of
his sheep. These things, and many more, the Eastern shepherd had
to know, and David, who was an experienced shepherd, knew that the
Lord exercises every one of these qualifications in the highest perfection, and possesses vastly more attributes than the mind of man
has ever been able to understand.
In referring to this Psalm one of God's servants expressed himself
thus :-" Did you ever think of the twenty-third Psalm-six short
verses-a little nightingale that has gone through all the countries of
the earth pouring forth its inimitable melody, thrilling the heart and
bringing peace and consolation to the soul ~ "
It is a most wonderful privilege to be able, with divine authority,
to say: "The Lord is my Shepherd." It carries responsibility with
it. It means that the" sheep," that is the believer, is willing to obey
and follow the Shepherd. There must be no wilful straying from
Him and His Word.
It is a precious fact that the Lord Jesus condescends to use the
figure as relating to Himself. He said: "I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD"
(John x. 11). In the Epistle to the Hebrews He is termed" that Great
Shepherd of the sheep" (Heb. xiii. 20), and the Apostle Peter describes
Him as " the Chief Shepherd" (1 Pet. v. 4). So great is He that He
" gave His life for the sheep" (John x. 11) for" sheep who had gone
astray" (see 1 Pet. ii. 25 and Isa. lino 6). He calls His own sheep by
name and leadeth them to rich pasture (John x. 3, 9 and 27). His
sheep will not (knowingly) follow strangers (John x. 5). He knows
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all His own sheep and they know Him (John x. 14). He will not lose
even one of His own sheep (John x. 16,29). "He feeds His flock like a
shepherd, He gathers the lambs in His arms and He gently leads those
that cannot travel fast" (see Isa. xl. 11). His sheep shall never hunger
nor thirst (when once they have come to Him, John vii. 37-39), neither
shall the heat nor sun smite them, for He that hath mercy on them shall
lead them, even by the springs of water shall He guide them" (Isa.
xlix. 10). This truth He taught the woman who came to the well for
water (John: iv. 10). He, Who keeps His sheep, neither slumbers
nor sleeps. He preserves them from all evil; He preserves their
soul (see Ps. cxxi. 4-7). He is the" One Shepherd," the true" David "
Who does feed and guard His sheep far more than the literal David
could do or did (see Ezek. xxxiv. 23 and xxxvii. 24).
Those who do truly know the Lord Jesus as their" Shepherd" are
bidden not to fear when they are called upon to yield up their breath.
A shadow may be cold, but a shadow is not the substance. It cannot
hurt. He, Who has brought His people-His sheep-out of darkness
into light, will also bring them safely through the shadow of death
(Ps. xxiii. 5, and Ps. cvii. 14) and " lead them unto living fountains of
waters, and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" (Rev.
vii. 16, 17)·1
P. I.

:a.

SALVATION.
" SALVATION is of God alone,
The glorious plan is all His own;
In love He formed the great design,
And here His grace and wisdom shine.
" Salvation is of God alone;
One only Victim could .atone
For human guilt; that Victim He,
Who claims with God equality.
" Salvation is of God alone;
'Tis He Who breaks the heart of stone,
Who makes self-righteousness to cease,
And gives the troubled conscience peace.
" Salvation is of God alone;
'Tis He Who leads His people on;
'Tis He Who makes their burdens light,
And shields them in the day of fight.
" Salvation is of God alone;
This truth let all His people own,
'-nd to His name the praise be given
By saints on earth, and saints in heaven! "
(Thomas Kelly, 1815.)
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"THEN . . . CAME JESUS."
(JOHN xx. 19.)
(FROM China's Millions.)
IT was characteristic of Him that He came just then. The disciples
had gathered together, oppressed by fear and failure-fear of the Jews
and a sense of their own failure to stand by their Lord in His hour of
desolation. And suddenly, though they had heard no footfall on the
stairs, and the door remained closely shut, He Himself stood in their
midst. His first word was" Peace "-then He had forgiven their base
desertion without waiting for any shamefaced confession of failure!
In their utter weakness He gave them power, for He breathed on them
and said, " Receive ye the Holy Ghost." And instead of condemning
their cowardice, He commissioned them with the words, " As the Father
hath sent Me, even so send I you." What amazing love-that men
who had failed so miserably on Thursday night should on Sunday
evening be entrusted with a mission analogous to His own!
Picture the scene before and after He appeared, and you will recognize what a difference the coming of Jesus always makes. Their
doubts were solved, their disappointment was turned to joy, the possibility of an attack from outside vanished from their minds. "Then
were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord!" His coming is
always perfectly timed to suit our need.
Just when
Jus~ when
JESUS is near
Just when

*

*

*

I need Him most,

I need Him most,
to comfort a.nd cheer,
I need Him most.

*

*

*

*

We are reminded of many other occasions recorded for our encouragement in the Gospels when difficult situations were transformed by
the coming of Jesus. There was the evening when, after the performance of one of His most striking miracles, He withdrew from the
enthusiastic crowd for quiet prayer"on the lonely hillside, and a storm
blew up as the disciples were crossing the lake. "It was now dark"
(and it is always more difficult to face danger in darkness), but, worse
still, "Jesus had not yet come to them." A contrary wind, darkness,
and Jesus had not yet come. This was another occasion when failure
and fear oppressed them-failure to make any headway, though" toiling in rowing," and fear that their boat would be engulfed as the
waves rose higher and higher. And then, in the early morning, in the
darkness before the dawn, "He cometh unto them," and though
the vision startled them at first, they were quickly reassured. The
wind ceased, the sea obeyed Him Who made it, and His coming brought
peace and calm, restored courage and confidence, and "immediately
the ship was at the land whither they went."

*

*

*
J2
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Or think of the crowd that met Him as He came down from the
mount of transfiguration. There was the demon-possessed lad and his
distressed father, there were the helpless disciples, and the scribes
doubtless taunting them with their helplessness-a helplessness which
was all the more humiliating because it seemed to reflect on their
Master. But" when He came," with the light of the glory of God
still on His Face, He grasped the situation in a moment-the scornful
attitude of His enemies, the failure of His friends, and the family in such
dire need. His coming changed defeat into victory.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

The last chapter of John's Gospel opens with another scene of failure.
Once again the darkness is just giving way before the light of a new
day, and after a night of hard and unrewarded toil, tired, hungry,
dispirited, the group of fishermen-disciples draw near to the shore.
There is no expectancy in their dull minds, no premonition that He
is near Whose coming invariably brings light and gladness. But He
stands on the shore, unrecognized even when He speaks to them, and
His question, " Children, have ye any meat? " reminds them of the
long hours of disappointed hope, and is answered by a gloomy" No."
And then in a few moments His presence has transformed the situation.
Their weariness is forgotten, all cause for despondency removed, and
He invites them to satisfy their hunger round the warmth of the fire
which He Himself has kindled. "0 that men would praise the Lord
for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men!
. . . Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the lovingkindness of the Lord."
Throughout the ages the risen Lord has thus revealed Himself to His
friends. In dark, weary nights, on dull, chilly days, when they are
fearful, when they have failed, to baffied, anxious, discouraged men
and women Jesus Christ appears, and His bright Presence dispels
doubt and gloom, banishes their apprehensions, and warms the coldness
of their hearts till they glow with new love and hope. Then are His
disciples glad when they see tlie Lord, or, as the 107th Psalm has it,
" Then are they glad because they be quiet "-for there is a deep rest
of heart which no one can know till he has seen the Lord. He appears
to those who diligently seek Him, He answers every cry of need, but-still more wonderful-there are times when He does not wait for an
invitation, but comes unasked-just when we need Him most.
If even now He can so reveal Himself, if the words, "Then . . . came
Jesus," speak to us of joy unspeakable and full of glory as we see Him
with the eye of faith, what will it be when the heavens are opened, and
we see Him face to face? Then, when men's hearts are failing them
for fear, then, when the forces of darkness are massed for the final onset,
then, as we wait with patient endurance, "He that shall come will
-come, and will not tarry." "Even so come, Lord Jesus."

F.

HOUGHToN.
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THE FATHER'S WELCOME.
IN that precious chapter, St. Luke xv., which the child of redeeming
love never tires of reading again and again, so true and full and sweet
the words are to the longing soul, we read three parables which the
One" Who spake as never man spake," spake in the hearing of the
publicans and sinners who drew near to hear Him. The Pharisees
and Scribes were also there to criticize and blame. There are always
mixed multitudes now to hear of Him-many to criticize and scorn,
and those to whom the words reach the heart by the light and power
of the Holy Spirit. They see, and hear, and understand, and are
received into the fold, into possessions and into the Father's House
with great joy. The shepherd in the parable called together his
friends and neighbours, saying unto them, " Rejoice with me, for I have
found ...." The woman called her friends and neighbours together
saying, " Rejoice with me for I have found ...." The father called for
the best robe, the ring, the shoes, the feast. "It was meet we should
make merry and be glad."
The words "until" and "till" are very precious, the shepherd
seeking the lost sheep in the wilderness until he find it, the woman
seeking the lost coin sweeping the house till she find it. Our redeeming
Lord will not lose one of His sheep, nor one of His coins, nor one of
His sons. No, He follows up to the place where they are. They
shall not be lost.
But the parable of the prodigal son is perhaps the most realistic
to us as we study it through and through. It is related in greater
detail. Every verse is a sermon in itself. It is a picture of Jew
and Gentile. The father divided unto them, the two sons, his living.
Not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took
his journey into a far country. Ah! far indeed from the father and
home and shelter. He wasted his substance with riotous living. And
when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land, and
he began to be in want. Is it not so with thy soul, dear child of God,
when in the far-off country? The pleasures of the world are unsatisfying; and when earth fails to satisfy, HE is dealing with thee. In
want, but even then he sought after other things instead of returning
to his father. He joined himself to a citizen of that far-off country.
Was be welcomed? No, he sent him into the fields to feed swinea despicable occupation, most repulsive to the Jew. So hungry he
became that he would even have fed on swine's food, " And no man
gave unto him." No, the world becomes very fascinating as long as
means are plentiful. But what unparalleled misery when in want.
His eyes were opened. He was worse off than his father's hired
servants. "I will arise and go to my father," he resolved, and will
confess to him that I have sinned and, "am no more worthy to be
called thy son. Make me as one of thy hired servants." Oh! poor
disappointed, guilty, hungry soul, unworthy as thou art, arise and
go to thy Father. How did the father receive him? Did he refuse
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to see him? Did he reproach him? No," when he was yet a great
way off, his father saw him, and had compassion on him, and mn

and fell on his neck, and kissed him. Before the son finished his
confession, before he proferred the request, "Make me as one of thy
hired servants," the father interrupted with a command to his
servants: "Bring forth the best robe and put it on him; and put
a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet; and bring hither the fatted
calf and kill it; and let us eat and be merry, for this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost and is found."
Reader, dear restored one, dear dejected one, sick of the world,
sick of sin, sick of all save longing to be in Christ, with Christ,
see the Father's heart, the Father's joy, the Father's hearty
welcome, seeing him a great way off, running to him, full of
forgiveness and joy. "Behold what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God;
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not.
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be; but we know that when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is " (1 John iii. 1,2).
Forgiven, redeemed, loved-the rapture will be and is even now
intense as we dwell upon it. In Chr'ist, the Father's joy; in Christ,
the Father's provision; in Christ, the Father's satisfaction.
"Rejoice, believer, in the Lord,
'Vho makes your cause His own."
Be of good courage. The poor world and its fleeting, unsatisfying
pleasures are not thine. They are as chaff before the wind. No,
"Your life is hid tvith Christ in God,
Beyond the reach of harm."
" Ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's."

ETTIE.

THE WORD -AND THE SPIRIT.
" THE Word is the eye, and the Holy Spirit is the light shining upon
it. Now a man cannot see without eyes, and having eyes he cannot
see without light. If you have the Word without the Spirit, you have
eyes without light; and if you have the Spirit without the Word, you
have light but no eyes to see it: the Word and the Spirit, therefore,
must go together. To expect that the Spirit will teach you without
the Word, is rank enthusiasm, as great madness as to hope to see
without eyes; and to expect that the Word will teach you without
the Spirit, is as great an absurdity as to pretend to see without light;
and if any man says that the Spirit teaches him to believe or to do
what is contrary to the written Word, he is a mad blasphemer. God
has joined the Word and the Spirit, and what God has joined together,
let not man put asunder."- W. Romaine.
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THE WORDS OF MY MOUTH.
IT was George Whitefield, was it not, who used to say at the end of his
sermons, " Application, Lord"? He knew to Whom power belonged,
and that after he had done all-preached several times a day, for
instance-he must still of necessity be-as far as results went-an
unprofitable servant, if God gave no increase. One sometimes feels,
in reading Old Testament narratives, like Whitefield in his need of
"Application, Lord." The Word of the Lord endures for ever: no
Scripture is of private interpretation, and all was written for our learning. We read in the last verse of 2 Samuel xix., that" the words of
the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel."
It was when David returned to Jerusalem after his flight from Absalom.
The men of Israel were the first to propose his return, and David wanted
to know why the men of Judah were behind in the invitation. David's
inquiry was in itself enough to make all their hearts one and their
desire one-" Return thou and all thy servants." The men of Judah
forthwith, not consulting the Israelites, went and brought their king
home. This offended the Israelites and in the feud that followed the
words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of
Israel. Israel pleaded their numbers as reason for priority: Judah
stood by relationship. David himself had sent the message to them" Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my flesh, why are ye the
last to bring the king back to his house?" I think perhaps that was
the very cause of their tardiness. They wanted themselves to know
that David still cared for them, while he was pining for their kindness.
The multitudes wanted to make Christ their king, but the Lord said to
His chosen few, " Will ye also go away?" It was love and devotion
and sorrow that made the words of Judah fierce perhaps. None
amongst them was able to add to their pure affection all the peace
and meekness and sevenfold perfection of the heavenly graces. The
friends of Christ want to hear from Him that He cares for them: how
their hearts leap at the sound: how at the breathings of the blessed
Spirit do they respond-" Return, 0 Holy Dove return, sweet Messenger
of rest." It is the voice of my belQved, and love is still in it.
One of the lessons in the service to-day was about Joseph's reception
of his brethren, the first time that they went down into Egypt to buy
food. We know that this is allegory as well as fact, and that the
brethren of the Lord Jesus go hungry and travel-stained to Him,
Whom in a way they are afraid of because of a guilty past, but they
must have food. How safe all the brethren were, safe for the rest of
their lives when they drew up before the lord of the land and heard his
untoward criticisms. "They shall come with weeping, and with
supplication will I lead them." I have a younger friend who is one
such: he speaks of the need and dearth of his soul, and of desiring
a portion in Israel's God. The history of Joseph reminds me of him.
He was so well taught it that once when he was about four and was
telling of some naughty children who invaded the garden, he said,
c, Grandpa went out and spake roughly to them." But Grandpa had
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no care for the little trespassers, whereas Joseph yearned over the
wanderers and foreigners and waited only for the day when all would
be sent out, and in their own language he would speak kindly to them,
and say that he was their own brother. He would speak" kindly."
Evil-Merodach, king of Babylon, spake kindly to Jehoiachin, king of
Judah on the twenty-seventh day of the twelfth month. It was in
the first year of Evil-Merodach's reign. Jehoiachin had been in
captivity in Babylon for 37 years, following the three months and ten
days during which he reigned, doing evil in the sight of the Lord. But
the Lord remembered mercy, and made the king speak kindly to him,
and he changed his prison garments, "and his allowance was a
continual allowance given him of the king, a daily rate for every day,
all the days of his life,"
How beautifully thus does the Scripture of God end for us His account
of the carrying into captivity of His people. He remembers mercy.
He will speak peace to His people, and they will sing praises to Him.
FOLLOWER-ON

"HOLD FAST, AS WITH A GRIP OF STEEL."
FROM A SERMON BY

C. H.

SPURGEON.

WE are put in trust with the Gospel of Jesus Christ; that is the
citadel which we are to defend at all hazards, so what a sad thing
it is when professed Christian ministers give up truth after truth in
order to please the public! "Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in
the streets of Askelon," that professed servants of Christ have betrayed

the Gospel itself to the enemy. 0 you who follow the banner of
Jesus, never do this! Defend it with your lives; die in the defence
of it, as the martyrs did; but never be ashamed of it in any company.
You may not be an officer, and therefore you cannot give up a garrison
or castle to the enemy; but you have your own post to guard, and
take care that you do guard it. Never give up the Bible; no, not
a leaf of it. Never give up prayer; stand sentry there, and let no
man laugh you out of it. Whatever post the Lord Jesus commits
to you, take care you hold it till He comes, or till you, yourself, are
called home to the heavenly headquarters. Hold fast, as with a grip
of steel, every doctrine which the Lord has taught you, whether others
approve of it or not. Hold fast also, and endeavour, by the aid of
God's Spirit, to put into practice every precept of the Lord. Value
the practical part of Christianity as well as the doctrinal, and prize
them both beyond gold. Be not of the mind of those who say of
Christ's rules, " These are of little consequence." No; your Master's
command cannot be a trifle, and the spirit which thinks little of anything which Jesus commands is an evil spirit, and we must pray against
it, and strive against it. Make it a matter of conscience to follow
Jesus at all hazards whithersoever He goeth. Stand up for the
Scriptures, and the true Gospel, and" contend earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the saints." Do not give up a hair of the head of
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truth, nor let her enemies take away so much (s the latchet of her
shoes.
I believe in the invincibility of truth. Only give truth time, and,
God oeing with her, she must prevail. I believe also in the invincibility of the Church which is built upon the rock Christ Jesus, and
against which the gates of hell shall never prevail. I am quite willing
to be in a minority upon a great many questions. I should not believe
any more than I do, even if everybody else believed it, and I should
not be any the less confident of its truthfulness if it was accepted by
only a hundredth or a thousandth part of those who now believe it.
Get hold of a truth, my dear brother and sister, and you have laid
hold of that in which God dwells. Know your Bible thoroughly, and
. believe what the Bible reveals; and then, if there are arrayed against
Biblical truth all the powers of Christendom, all the kings and princes
and prelates and priests joined together, you may rest assured that
they will only be as so much chaff driven before the wind. If they
believe error, and advocate error, all their pomp and power will be
but as the wind, and the earthquake, and the fire, in which God was
not; but in your calm, quiet adherence to the truth of God, with a
tenacity that would brave even martyrdom rather than renounce
what God has revealed to you in His Word, and by His Spirit, there
is a power that must win in the long run; so hold to it, and be not
afraid.
THE ECONOMY OF THE DIVINE COVENANTS.
By H. WITSUIS (1693).

An ExtrlWt.
WE find two Covenants of God with man in Scripture: the Covenant

of works, otherwise called the Covenant of nature, or the legal; and
the Covenant of grace. So the apostle teaches us to distinguish (Rom.
iii. 27) where he mentions the law of works, and the law of faith; by
the law of works understanding that doctrine, which points out the
way, in which, by means of works, salvation is obtained; and by the
law of faith, that doctrine which shows the way, in which by means of
faith, salvation is obtained. The form of the Covenant of works is,
" The man which doeth those things shall live by them" (Rom. x. 5).
That of the Covenant of grace is, " Whosoever believeth on Him shall
not be ashamed" (Ibid., verse 11). These Covenants agree in this:
1, That, in both, the contracting parties are the same, God and man.
2, In both, the same promise of eternal life, consisting in the immediate
fruition of God. 3. The condition of both is the same, perfect
obedience to the law prescribed. For it is not worthy of God to admit
man to a blessed communion with Him, but in the way of untainted
holine~s. 4. In both is the same end, the glory of the most undefiled
holiness of God. But they differ in the following respects: 1. The
character or relation of God and man in the Covenant of works, is
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different from that in the Covenant of grace. In the former God acts
as the supreme law-giver, and the chief good, rejoicing to communicate
his happiness to his innocent creature. In the latter, as infinitely merciful, adjudging life to the elect sinner agreeable to his wisdom and
justice. 2. In the Covenant of works there was no mediator. The
Covenant of grace has a Mediator Christ. 3. In the Covenant of
works, the condition of perfect obedience was required, to be performed
by man himself in Covenant. In the Covenant of grace the same
condition is proposed, as to be performed or already performed by a
Mediator. And in this substitution of the person consists the principal
and essential difference of the Covenants. 4. In the Covenant of
works, man is considered as working, and the reward as to be given of
debt; and consequently man's glorying is not excluded, by which
as a faithful servant he may glory upon the right discharge of his
duty, and demand the reward promised to his work. In the Covenant
of grace, the man in Covenant, ungodly in himself, is considered as
believing; eternal life being given to man, as the merit of the Mediator,
out of free grace, which excludes all boasting, except that by which the
believing sinner glories in God, as a merciful Saviour. 5. In the
Covenant of works, something is required of man, as a condition,
which being performed entitles him to the reward. The Covenant of
grace, with respect to us, consists of the pure promises of God, in which
the Mediator, the life to be obtained by Him, the faith by which we
may be made partakers of Him, and perseverance in that faith, in a
word, the whole salvation, with all things necessary to it, are absolutely
promised. 6. The special end of the Covenant of works, was the
manifestation of the holiness, goodness, and justice of God, shining
forth in the most perfect law, in the most liberal promise, and in the
recompense of reward to be given to those who heartily seek Him.
The special end of the Covenant of grace is the praise of the glory of
his grace (Eph. i. 6), and the revelation of His unsearchable and manifold wisdom; which perfections of God shine forth with a splendid
lustre in the gift of a Mediator, by Whom complete salvation is brought
to the sinner, without tarnishing the honour of the holiness, justice,
and truth of God. To this may be added a demonstration of the
Divine all-sufficiency, by which not only man, but, what is more
surprising, even a sinner, may be, and is, actually brought to God.
" SELF-LOATHING is not only consistent with a sense of pardon, but
is the fruit of it. While we feel sin within us to condemn us, faith
discovers a righteousness without us, which can justify us; and while
we rejoice in Christ, as the Lord Our Righteousness, we shall ever
have cause enough in ourselves for humiliation. The Gospel teaches
men to feel sin, and believe for righteousness. Faith will carry heaven
in one hand, and hell in the other: hell as deserved by us ; heaven
as purchased for us. It will also powerfully incline us to respect all
the commandments of God."-John Berridge.
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE ATONEMENT.
THE following letter, written by our son, appeared in The English
Chttrchman, for April 1st, 1915. The writer was killed at the battle of
the Somme, on July 3rd, 1916.
To the Editor of " The English Churchman."
Sir,-In the Globe of Saturday last there is a remarkable article (or
rather series of paragraphs) under the heading, " Modern Thought and
Life: The Spirit of Sacrifice." Judging by the strange pseudonym he
has chosen (" Numa "), the writer would seem to claim an inspired
outlook through the medium of some modern Egeria. After briefly
recapitulating the facts of the trial, condemnation, and death of Jesus
Christ, and assenting to their historical authenticity, " Numa " passes
on to an inquiry into the spiritual significance of the Crucifixion.
Incidentally, he makes the following extraordinary statement:
" Strange to relate, the Divine Victim Himself offers no explanation
of His death."
This is entirely contrary to the Divinely-inspired Gospel narrative.
St. Matthew alone records two instances in which Jesus" offers" an
" explanation of His death." (" The Son of Man came . . . to give
His life a ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 28); and" This is My blood of
the New Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins"
(Matt. xxvi. 28). "Numa" furthermore dares to impugn the vicarious
nature of the sacrifice of Christ, and in doing so makes a charge which
he must know to be grossly inaccurate, and which he does not attempt
to substantiate: "It is difficult to-day to imagine the man who actually
believed that God delighted in human suffering, and that His Son was
offered as the price of His appeasement, and, incidentally, to satisfy
the Devil." As if any genuine Christian ever held such a terrible
creed! In the doctrine of imputed righteousness (as" Numa " interprets it), " God connives at a deception and a legal fiction so that men
maybe justified in His sight."
The doctrine of the Atonement-the reconciliation of men to God
by virtue of the Substitutionary Sacrifice of the God-man, Christ
Jesus-is the central doctrine of Christianity. It is the foundationstone, the removal of which must inevitably result in the collapse of
the whole edifice. This precious truth, like its Divine Author, is
changeless and everlasting. The unwilling may reject it, the sceptical
may deride it: it remains impregnable against all assaults. Magna
est veritas, et prrevalebit.
HERBERT HOUGHTON.
" PROFESSORS of religion, in marrying both themselves and their children, should make conscience of keeping within the bounds of their
profession. The bad will sooner debauch the good, than the good
reform the bad. Those that profess themselves the children of God,
must not marry without His consent; which they have not if they join
in affinity with His enemies."-Ma.tthew Henry.
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eOttesponbenu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-An urgent appeal for help from a Soldier's missionary
has come from India. One of our most valued distributors writes:
" I trust you will not think I wish to impose on your generosity, but
the enclosed arrived this morning from my friend and co-worker in India.
He was very taken with the splendid literature you sent me. Could
you send him some ~ He has thousands of our soldiers and air-men
to visit and would be most grateful. You will, I am sure, rejoice to
know that blessing continues in this garrison." The note from India
reads: "Do you think your friend at Bristol would be able to send me
some of those books and tracts which you received while I was with
you. I am in need of some and would be so grateful if a supply could
be sent. I have very little apart from Gospels and some S.G.M. booklets." There is much need to press forward in these days, but fresh
help in funds is greatly needed.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, March, 1932.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
o 18 0 Kemp, Mrs. C.
040
" A Friend "
" C."
0 2 0 Oades, Mr. E. ..
040
Pool, Miss
"F. S."
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0 4 0 Salter, Mrs. N.
040
Freer, Mr. T. P.
040
1 1 0 Sinelair, Rev. J. P.
Hayles, Mrs.
1 0 () Watts, Miss M. E.
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" Inasmuch" ..

JOHN BERRIDGE AND HIS UNIVERSITY CAREER.
"WHEN I first came to the University, I applied diligently to my
studies, thinking human learning a necessary qualification for a
Divine, and that no one ought to preach, unless he had taken up a
degree. Accordingly I studied the Classics, Mathematics, Philosophy,
Logic, Metaphysics, and read the works of our most eminent Divines.
This I did for the space of twenty years and was all the while departing
more and more from the truth as it is in Jesus, vainly hoping to obtain
that light and knowledge from human wisdom, that could only be
had from the Word of God and prayer."-Memoir of Berridge, p. 20.
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A GLORIOUS FACT.
WHEN a remarkable event takes place, we all like to be quite sure
about it, and try to find out the truth concerning it. Nineteen hundred
years ago an event took place which has affected the lives already
of hundreds of thousands of people, and all who are at last found
amongst" the great multitude which no man can number," of which
we read in Revelation vii., will have reason to praise God with all
their hearts that it did take place. I refer to the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, which is indeed a glorious fact.
Why are we so sure about it ~ I have just been reading afresh the
thrilling accounts of the great event, given towards the end of each
Gospel. The angel of the Lord, who descended from Heaven, who
rolled away the great stone from the door of the tomb and sat upon it,
whose countenance was like lightning and his raiment white as snow,
announced to the frightened women-" He is not here: he is risen."
He told them there was no need for them to fear, for he knew they were
seeking Jesus, Who had risen from the dead, as He had told them He
would. They were to " go quickly," and tell His disciples. It is no
wonder that we read, " they departed quickly from the sepulchre with
fear and great joy and did run to bring His disciples word." And, as
they ran, " behold Jesus met them, saying, All hail." Oh! the overflowing wonder and joy which filled their hearts as they hastened on
their way.
But how were their wonderful tidings received ~ The disciples did
not believe them. We read-" Their words seemed to them as idle
tales." It must have been a most trying experience to those devoted
women, who had seen and heard an angel, and then had seen the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself, and heard His voice, to have their message thus
slighted. But the doubts of the disciples really add to the certainty
of the fact, if that is possible.
Before the Lord Jesus appeared -to the group of women, He had
graciously appeared to Mary Magdalene, and later to Peter alone. In
the afternoon He appeared to the two sad disciples on the way to
Emmaus. You can read the lovely story for yourself in Luke xxiv.
Then in the evening He appeared to " the eleven" disciples, gathered
together in the upper room at Jerusalem, and all their doubts vanished
and their hearts were filled with joy. Thomas, however, was not with
them, and you can imagine how eagerly the others would tell him all
that happened. He, however, said that nothing would convince him,
but seeing for himself. Was it not gracious of the Lord to take notice
of the words of Thomas, and appear again to the assembled disciples
in the evening of the eighth day ~ What took place then caused
Thomas to exclaim-" My Lord and my God." His doubts had completely gone, and he cried out in holy adoration.
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The other appearances of our Saviour took place at various times
before His ascension, so that we have abundant proof of the glorious
fact of His resurrection.
This was the great theme of the apostles' teaching. "With great
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus"
(Acts iv. 33). It showed that full atonement had been made for sin,
the great Sacrifice had been accepted.
The Resurrection of Christ is the pledge of our resurrection (1 Cor.
xv. 20; 1 Thess. iv. 14). We also learn from it that" like as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life."
E. A. H.
THE SUFFERING SON OF GOD.
Free Presbyterian Magazine.)

(FROM THE

WHAT eye but the Father's could read the heart of the suffering Son of
God melting in the flames of wrath like wax, and yet melted into the
intensest devotedness and love "when He offered Himself without
spot to God 1 " (Ps. xxii. 14). Who else could mark His perfect and
unswerving obedience to the Father's will in drinking the cup put
into His hand to the last and lowest dregs 1 Whose but the Father's
all-searching eye could read the zeal for His honour and glory which
even then, in the flames of self-devoting love, was eating Him up 1
(Ps. lxix. 9).
As the blessed Lord hung upon the cross, what angelic, still
less human eye, marked the breadths, lengths, depths, and heights
of that love which passeth knowledge 1 (Eph. iii. 18-19). Who could
view this amazing scene of sorrow and of obedience even unto death,
so as to read fully the very depths of the heart of Christ but the allseeing God 1 Where were the disciples 1 Fled. Where his Virgin
Mother 1 Weeping and lamenting at the foot of the cross, a sword
piercing through her own soul also (Luke ii. 35; John xix. 25). Where
the angels? Wondering in silent awe, as they bent down to see the
solemn mystery. Where his foes 1 Triumphing in mockery and
scorn, for their short-lived hour and of the power of darkness had
come. Where was the sun? Hiding his face, as if shocked to see his
Maker die. Where the solid earth 1 Rocking to its very ba~e, as if
unable to bear the weight of the suffering Son of God. Where the
rocks? Cleaving to their centre, as if they could no longer hold the
bodies of the saints committed to their charge, but must let them forth
to witness the death of their Lord. What eye, then, but the eye cf
the Father, saw the SUffering Son of God in all the depths and fulness
of His bleeding, dying love, in all the intensity of His self-sacrificing
devotedness, and in the most resigned filial submission unto, as well
as perfect execution of, His sovereign will1-J. C. PHILPOT.
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WORD

"CATHOLIC."

(FROM A PROTEST AGAINST THE OMISSION OF THE WORD " ROMAN"
WHEN SPEAKING OR WRITING OF ROMAN CATHOLICS.)

WHAT SIR CHARLES MARSTON SAID AT THE CHURCH ASSEMBLY
SUMMER SESSION, ON FRIDAY, JUNE 19TH, 1931.

WE have just finished discussing important resolutions on the subject
of Peace between nations. The subject that I raise to-day is rather
of a controversial character; but it illustrates the difficulties that
occur if a nation makes claims in excess of its real right.
Some may think that I am even audacious in venturing to raise this
question of the right of the Roman Catholic Church to a monopoly of
the word" Catholic." But let it not be supposed that I do it from
antagonism to the Roman Catholic Church itself. This Church displays a virility and courage which the Church of England might often
emulate. The trouble with the Roman Catholic Church is that it is
over-reaching in some of its claims.
In this particular case, during a long period of time, we, as the
Church of England, and the Church in England, have been suffering
the Roman Catholic Church to monopolize the word "Catholic,"
which we alone have any right to monopolize in this country. I do
not know whether the Assembly realizes that there is a strange power
of suggestion in the misuse of a word. A certain Party in this country
is endeavouring to monopolize the word "Labour." They often
succeed in persuading electors that they are really representatives
of Labour, and must be voted for simply because they are called
"Labour." We are in the same difficulty regarding the monopolization
of the word" Catholic" by our friends the Roman Catholics.
If we study our Prayer Book, we see that the word" Catholic"
there occupies an extremely important position :a. In the Apostles' Creed we affirm, "I believe in the Holy
Catholic Church."
b. In the Nicene Creed we say, "I believe one Catholic and
Apostolic Church."
c. In the so-called Athanasian Creed we consign to perdition all who
do not believe in the Catholic Faith.
d. Again, the prayer for all Sorts and Conditions of Men contains
the words, " more especially we pray for the good estate of the Catholic
Church."
By the use of the expression" Catholic Church," without the qualifying adjective " Roman," the Romanist leads our people to believe
that when we solemnly affirm our belief in one Catholic Church, we are
Teferring to the Roman Catholic Church; that when we consign people
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to perdition who do not believe" the Catholic Faith," we mean the
Roman Catholic Faith and all that it implies; and that when we
pray" for the good estate of the Catholic Church," we pray for the
Church of Rome and for them only!
At first sight we smile; it seems absurd. Yet it is not absurd having
regard to the lack of knowledge existing at the present time. This
attempt to monopolize the word" Catholic," as applied to the Roman
Catholic Church, has met with complete success in the United States.
The success even in this country has been so considerable that I am
told one of our own Bishops fell into the error this morning from this
very rostrum.
Next I come to a statement which may cause some surprise, but
this is a subject which I think ought to be more fully explored than
it has been. The expression "Catholic Church" is not, and, so far
as I am aware, never has been, the official title of the Roman Catholic
Church.
The Roman Codex, which we have in our Library here-Codex Juris
Canonici, 1919-opens with The Professio Catholicre Fidei, and all who
say that solemn confession recite the official title-" The Holy Roman
Church."
That has been the Roman Church's official title ever since the Council
of Trent. It has been her official title during these centuries; and it
is her official title to-day, according to her own Confession of Faith.
Why does she not use it ?
Mr. Churchill, in matters political, recently referred to the disease
of lack of will power from which this country is suffering. Has that
disease so affected our ancient Church, our Church which goes back
to the very dawn of history, that we are going to make no protest
against this modern aggression on the part of an alien Church whose
correct title is " The Holy Roman Church" ?
At the conclusion of the Speech the following Resolution on the use
of the word" Catholic" was adopted by the Church Assembly with
practical unanimity :" That whereas the word " Catholic" means universal and is used
in this sense not only in the Creeds but in common speech and in the
Book of Common Prayer, its exclusive use as the title of any of the
Communions into which the one Holy Catholic Apostolic Church of
Christ is to-day unhappily divided is misleading, and without warrant
in history."
WHAT THE VATICAN SAYS.
THE Blue Book (CMD 3588), entitled" Correspondence with the Holy
See relative to Maltese Affairs, January, 1929, to May, 1930," contains
the following accueation against Lord Strickland, the head of the
Maltese Government, by the Cardinal Secretary of State at the
Vatican :"He (Lord Strickland) exerted himself in every way to violate
Article I of the Constitution of Malta, which reads :-' The religion
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of Malta is the Roman Catholic Apostolic Religion,' proposing that
the word 'Roman' should be suppressed. Thus it was lIvident he
could only disgust and offend the Catholics,for wlwm the word' Roman'
was precisely the expression which distinguished the Catholic religion from
all other Christian confessions" (Vide p. 48).
After reading the above, it seems obvious that if it is wrong to omit
the word " Roman" from the title of the Roman Catholic Apostolic
Church in Malta, it must also be wrong to omit the word" Roman"
from the Roman Catholic Church in England.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THERE are now 1080 pensioners on the books of the Society whose
pathway is smoothed by the regular payment of the pension. In
writing to acknowledge the money some have said they do not know
how they would manage were it not for this. Their gratitude is an
encouragement to the Committee in their effort to help these aged
Christians on their pilgrimage.
Some valued helpers have been removed by death, and the Committee are hoping to receive the names of friends interested in the
aged poor of the Lord's family, and willing to render practical sympathy in this work.
A century and a quarter has passed since the Society was founded
and during that time the work has been maintained through the
goodness of God, and the co-operation of His people. The Committee
hope to meet a large company of friends at the Annual Meeting on
May 6th. The April number of the Quarterly Record will give particulars of the various meetings, and a copy will gladly be sent to any
friend on application.
Services in the interest of the Society will be held on the 14th at
Portsmouth, and on the 20th at Zion Chapel, Norbiton.

INABILITY.
"WHAT the Bible and all the Confessions of the Churches of the
Reformation assert is, that man, since the fall, cannot change his own
heart, he cannot regenerate his soul; he cannot repent with godly
sorrow, or exercise that faith which is unto salvation. He cannot,
in short, put forth any holy exercise or perform any act in such a
way as to merit the approbation of God. Sin cleaves to all he does,
and from the dominion of sin he cannot free himself. . . . Augustinians
have ever taught that this inability is absolute and entire. It is
natural as well as moral. It is as complete, although different in
kind, as the inability of the blind to see, of the deaf to hear, or of the
dead to restore themselves to life."-Dr. Charles Hodge.
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iLtebiews anb j},ottces of 15ooks.
SPIRITUALISM AND THE HISTORIC FAITH. By Mr. James Pizey,
A.R.C.S., F.I.C. Pp. 23. Price 2d. (Sovereign Grace Advent
Testimony, 10, Whitehall Gardens, London, W.4.)
This excellent address is reprinted from The Bible League Quarterly.
We read it with great pleasure and thankfulness when it appeared
in that excellent publication. We rejoice that it has been reprinted
in this form, and hope it may have a wide circulation. The author
ably and exhaustively warns his readers against the evils of Spiritualism.
THE OXFORD MOVEMENT-A COUNTERBLAST. By Aavary H. Forbes,
M.A. (Barrister-at-Law). Pp. 60. Price Bd.; postage Id. (The
Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4, St. Paul's Churchyard, London,
E.C.4.)
This is an ably-written pamphlet, well worthy of circulation in view
of efforts which are being made to celebrate the Centenary of the
Oxford Movement next year. In the first chapter :Mr. Forbes ably
exposes the genesis of the movement, giving some account of its leaders.
Other chapters follow dealing with "The problem of Romanism,"
" The problem solved," " Lucrative superstition," " Perjured traitors,"
" Anglo-Catholic morality" and" The Nonconformist interest." The
eyes of the people need to be opened to the true character of the Oxford
Movement, and this pamphlet will do much to inform and to enlighten
those who have not time to read larger works.
OMNIPOTENCE IN FORGIVING SIN. By J. H. Gosden. (Sovereign
Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London,
E.C.4.)
This is a sermon preached by Mr. Gosden at Priory Chapel, Maidstone, on Sunday, Aug. 23rd last. It is full of Gospel truth.
THE FORGIVE "ESS OF SINS. By Mr. A. Lythgoe. Pp. 8. No price
is mentioned. (To be had of the Author, 22, Bridge Street,
Manchester. )
A heart-searching sermon preached at Zion Chapel, Thirlmere Street,
Manchester, on Jan. 6th last.

"Denunciations and flames may perhaps destroy the words of man,
but they are utterly powerless to overcome the Word of God."-The
Rev. F. J. Hamilton, D.D.

