THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
U

COMFORT YE I COMFORT YE lIT PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."

"ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEAOE."
. "JESUS OHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDA.Y, AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No. S08,

'}

APRIL, 1988.

NEW SERIES. '

~i)e

jfamil)1

No. 2,008,
{ OI.nSEIlIEB

~ottion;

OR, WO lID!> OF BPIRI'!'UAL OAUTION, OOUNSEL, AND POMFOll'l';

.. Who comforteth us In ail our trlbulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are In any
trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE STONE LAID IN ZION.
" Therefore thus saith the LORD GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste."-IsAIAH
xxviii. 16.'
THERE is abundant proof in the New Testament that these words
refer to our LORD JESUS CHRIST. The Apostle Paul speaks of
" JESUS CHRIST Himself being the chief Corner Stone." Peter speaks
of CHRIST as "a living Stone . . . chosen of GOD, and 'precious,"
and he proceeds to quote Isaiah xxviii. 16 in reference to CHRIST.
(See Eph. ii. 20; 1 Pet. ii. 4-6.)
The prophecy in Isaiah is given in connection' with threatenings
of Divine judgment upon the scornful men who ruled in Jerusalem.
These had " made lies their refuge," but the LORD says, " The hail
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow
the hiding place." Though judgment would be visited upon such
ungodly men, yet. GOD remembers mercy, and He announces for
the comfort of the chosen remnant that He would lay in Zion a
foundation Stone, Which would be the source of spirity.al and
eternal security to all who rested upon it.
For our comfort then, let us, who through His infinite grace are
~embers of His family, meditate on the truths connected with
the Stone laid in Zion.
1. First, then, notice that CHRIST is described as a foundation
Stone.
"Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a Stone." CHRIST was
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designed 'to be the foundation of a building. What building ~ it
may be asked. Evidently not a literal building, but a spiritual
building. When we come to the New Testament, we learn that
the Church of GOD is likened to a building. The Apostle Peter,
addressing members of the Church of GOD, says, "To Whom
coming, as unto a living Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but
chosen of GOD, and precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up
a spiritual house.". Later he speaks. of the Church as "the house
of GOD" (1 Pet. ii. 4, 5.; iv. 17). Paul speaks of "the house of
GOD, which is the Church of the living GOD" (1 Tim. iii. 15). The
temple of GOD in Jerusalem was spoken of as GOD'S house because
He symbolically dwelt therein (Matt. xxi. 12, 13). That has now
been destroyed, and its priesthood and sacrifices abolished. The
temple, or house of GOD, now consists of His people. They are
the living stones which go to make up this spiritual building.
The apostle says,'" Ye are the temple of the living GOD; as
GOD hath said, " I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will
be their GOD, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16).
Of this great spiritual building, still in course of erection, CHRIST
is the Foundation. In union with Him, "all the building fitly
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the LORD: in
Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of GOD through
the Spirit (Eph. ii. 21, 22). There is now no other house of GOD.
There is no Scripture warrant for calling the buildings in which
Christians meet for worship, "houses of GoP" or "sanctuaries."
The people of GOD are His house or temple. "Whose house are
we ~" (Heb. iii. 6.) CHRIST is the high Priest over this house of
GOD. (See Heb. x. 21.) He is also its Foundation, and" Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is JESUS CHRIST"
(1 Cor. iii. 11). Take away this foundation and the whole spiritual
building would collapse. With CHRIST, however, as our foundation
we are eternally safe and secure. We are like a man who built
his house upon a rock. Rain, floods, and winds are power,less to
cause such a house to collapse.
" On the Rock of ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou mayest smile at all thy foes."

.,'?

~~ 1

'j
II

The Gospel Magazine

141

How important to ask, "Is CHRIST our foundation 1" Well
is it if we can say,
" My hope is built on nothing less
Than JESU'S blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean. on JESU'S name;
On CHRIST, the solid .Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."

2. Secondly, notice that CHRIST is "a tried Stone."
He is a stone or foundation which has been tested. CHRIST
may be said to have been tested by Satan. Satan's nianuold
temptations were designed to lead Him to sin, but they all failed.
Our LORD stood the test of Satan's fiercest onslaughts. He was
in all points tempted or tried like as we are, yet never once was
He guilty of sin in thought, word, or deed. Had He sinned He
could not have been the foundation of the Church. Only on the
ground of His perfect obedience. unto death could the Church be
built securely on Him. By passing sinlessly through all the
temptations of the devil CHRIST manifested that He perfectly met
all the law's claims, preceptive and penal, on behalf of His people.
His righteousness, therefore, being imputed to them,_they cali rest
on Him as the foundation of their hopes. He was tried and tested
all through His life by Satan and by men. He w~s tried in Gethsemane when His FATHER put the cup of penal suffering into His
hand. He was tried on the cross when "they that passed by
reviled Him, wagging their heads." He was tried when His
FATHER momentarily hid His face from Him, and in some sense
forsook Him. But He stood every test, and by His perfect
obedience unto a death endured as the holy Substitute and Sure.ty
of His people, He demonstrated that He was a fit, solid, and endurable foundation on which every penitent and believing sinner
might lean with hope and confidence. Other foundations may
give way and collapse, this foundation endureth for ever. It is
capable'of holding up in eternal security the whole vast superstructure which is being erected upon it.
3. Thirdly, notice that CHRIST is a precious Stone.
Solomon used "costly stones" to la.y the foundation of the
temple which he built (1 Kings v. 17). CHRIST, as the foundation
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Stone of the Church of GOD, is indeed a stone most costly, rare and
precious. He was" chosen of GOD and precious," incomp9-rably
precious to His Father. He is His only-begotten, eternal, and
well-beloved SON. No other stone is comparable to this Stone for
preciousness. True, the Jewish builders disallowed and rejected
this Stone, but "This is the Stone," said Peter, "whic!J. was set
at nought of you builders, Which is become the head of the corner.
Neither is their salvation in any other." Only those who are
founded on this precious Stone can be saved in the LORD with an
everlasting salvation. There is no other stone under heaven upon
which a poor sinner can lean and be saved. Hence it is indeed
a precious Stone-precious to GOD, Who of His infinite love has
purposed the salvation of His people, and precious to believers who
trust in Him for salvation. " Unto you which believe He is precious; " .you have been redeemed "with the preci~us blood of
CHRIST" (1 Pet. i. 19; ii. 4, 6, 7). Reader, is CHRIST precious to
thee? Is He "the Chiefest among ten thousand," and the
" altogether lovely" One?
4. Fourthly, notice that CHRIST is a Corner Stone.
CHRIST is both the Foundation and the Corner Stone of the
spiritual temple. The whole superstructure rests on Him. A
corner stone unites and sustains two walls. Our LORD JESUS
CHRIST has made believing Jews and Gentiles one, " one new man"
and" reconciled both unto GOD in one body by the cross." As the
corner Stone He unites believing Jews and beUeving Gentiles in one
great spiritual temple. All believers, to whatever nationality they
belong, "are all one in CHRIST JESUS." (See Eph. ii. 14-16;
Gal. iii. 28.) In Him "all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in the LORD" (Eph. ii. 21). Fausset
says, " CHRIST' Himself,' IlOne else, is at once the Corner Stone and
the Foundation on which the whole building rests. St. Paul
supposes a rock so large and so fashioned as to be both at once supporting the whole as a foundation, and in part rising up at the
extremities, so that the side walls are united in it as the corner
stone" (Zanchius).
Blessed are we if we are in union with this Corner Stone.
.5. Fifthly, learn that CHRIST is a Divinely-laid Stone.
It is the LORD GOD Who says, "Behold, I lay in Zion for a
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foundation a stone." The Stone was" chosen of GOD." The
FATHER selected this Stone to be the Foundation of His Church.
The.· arrangement erecting this building was planned in eternal
times. Before the world began it was the Father's ,purpose to erect
this spiritual building. Accordingly He chose the Stone which
would at once be its Foundation and Corner Stone. He also chose
all the other stones which Were to form part of this building. They
were" chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world." The
materials of this building, and its size, were all planned by
the Divine Architect. In particular, GOD the FATHER selected the
Foundation, and in His Divine purpose laid it in Zion.
Then, when the fulness of the time was come, GOD fulfilled His
purpose in laying CHRIST as the great Foundation of the spiritual
temple. He arranged for His incarnation, and His obedience unto
death. He arranged for His resurrection, and thus manifested
that He was" the head of the corner" (Acts iv. 11).
No man has the right or authority to attempt to lay any other
foundation than the great foundation which J ehovah laid. He has
appointed that His spiritual temple should rest on the Foundation
which He has laid. We need to take heed lest we trust in any other
foundation. On Him alone we must build or lean if we are to be
safe and secure.
6. Sixthly, notioe that CHRIST is a Stone laid in Zion.
The great end for which the FATHER sent His SON was that
He might die in the room and stead of His people, and. secure by His
obedience unto death the eternal safety of all who should form
a part of His spiritual temple. CHRIST came "to give His life
a ransom for many." His death took place in the neighbourhood
of Zion. Then it was, so to speak, that JEHOVAH laid Him as the
Foundation and Corner Stone of His Church. Moreover, Zion was
a type of the Church: "the LORD hath chosen Zion: He hath desired
it for His habitation" (Ps. cxxxii. 13). Hence, He laid in Zion
the Foundation Stone as that upon which His spiritual habitation
was to be built. CHRIST and the Church which is built on Him are
One. Zion, chosen to be J ehovah's habitation, typified the spiritual
temple which consists of the Foundation Divinely laid, and all the .
living stones erected thereupon through Divine grace and mercy.
These are built up "for a habitation of GOD through the SPIRrr."
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7. Lastly; notice that eternal salvation and security are the portion
of thobe who lean upon CHRIST as their Foundation.
"He that believeth shall not make haste." These words are
quoted twice by the Apostle Paul and once by Peter. ' In Romans
ix. 33 and x. 11 the words are translated, "Whosoever believeth
on Him shall not be ashamed." Here we are taught that whosoever
(be he Jew or Gentile) believeth on CHRIST the Foundation shall
not be disappointed of his hope. He has been assured that whosoever believeth on CHRIST shall not perish, but he shall have everlasting life. All his sins shall be forgiven, the penalty which he
deserved shall not be visited upon him, seeing that it was visited
upon CHRIST. Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be disap- ,
pointed. His expectation of pardon, peace, and eternal blessedness
shall be certainly and fully realized. The Scripture saith it. GOD
says it. Therefore it must be true. What a blessed assurance this'
is, 0 believing sinner. Relying on CHRIST the Foundation, thou
art eternally safe and secure. No power in hell or on earth
will, or can, deprive thee of the promised blessing. Thou shalt
never perish, neither s'ltall any man pluck thee out of CHRIST'S
hand.
No one can condemn thee. GOD hath justified thee, and therefore thy eternal glorification is absolutely certain.
Another thought is suggested by the words in Isaiah, "He that
believeth shall not make haste." Believing on and resting on
CHRIST the Foundation he is absolutely safe and secure. He need
not be alarmed, and need not get ready to flee.
The storms of judgment cannot overtake the Foundation, nor
him, who is builded thereon. It is a Rock Foundation. The
believer may stand his ground, and be calm and unruffled. He is
absolutely and for ever delivered from condemnation. He is really
and for ever delivered from the curse of the law, CHRIST having
been made a curse for him. So long as Lot was outside the city
of Zoar he was in' dange~, and the command was, "Haste thee,
escape thither," but as soon as he entered this Divinely-appointed
city of refuge he was safe. No brimstone and fire would descend
on that city. Lot might rightly be calm and unruffled once he
was in the city of Zoar. Haste was no longer necessary. Concern
about his safety need no longer disturb his mind. The promise
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, had been given that the LORD would not overthrow that city.
(See Gen. xix; 21-23.)
What an infinite mercy it is if we are resting on the one and only
Foundation of the spiritual temple. The temple at Jerusalem was
destroyed. Not one stone was left upon another that was not
. thrown down. The spiritual temple shall never be destroyed. It
shall never perish.
" Rising on the one Foundation,
Planned and built. by GOD alone,
See His chosen habitation,
CHRIST Himself the Corner-stone:
Holy temple! .
King Messiah's priestly throne..

'.
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living stones, united
To the temple of the LORD 1
Then in us He hath delighted,
And His love we shall record.
In His temple
Be His holy name adored! "
(Joseph Irons.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

THE PRINT OF THE NAILS.
They nailed my Surety to the tree,
Bound by His .love to set me free :
His sinless life He freely gave
Intent my sinful soul to save.
He nailed my sentence to the tree-The law's decree of death to me:
And there, when He was crucified,
The law that claimed the sinner died.
,;,

.
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I nail my glory to the tree,
From guilt and condemnation free:
o may the Love that nailed Him there
Help me His welcome cross to bear!
Cricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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-'--"THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS."
" He hath covered me with the robe of righteou.9ness."-IsAIAH lxi. 10.

OUR Lord quoted the opening words of this chapter in the
synagogue of Nazareth, and applied them to Himself (Luke iv.
16-21). Jehovah, His Father, had anointed Him with the Spirit
to preach good tidings unto the meek. He had sent Him "to
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord." He it is Who binds up the
broken-hearted. He comforts and pardons those who are broken
down with' a sense of their sins. He liberates them from the
bondage of sin and Satan. He washes them trom their sins in His
Own blood, and delivers them from the power of darkness. Whereas
at one time they were the bondslaves of sin, they are now the
servants of God, and have their fruit unto holiness, and the end,
everlasting life. Now, when His people are thus healed, comforted, liberated, and saved, they bear testimony to the Lord's
saving mercy. They greatly rejoice in the Lord, their souls are
joyful in their God; "for," they say individually, "He hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me
with the robe of righteousness." It is about "the robe of
righteousness" with which God in mercy covers His people that
we desire to write.
We believe that the expression refers to that righteousness with
which God justifies all His believing people. The word" righteousness" is the same as is used of Abrahamin respect of his
justification, in the book of Genesis. Abraham" believed in the
Lord; and He counted it to him for righteousness" (Gen. xv. 6).
The Apostle Paul quotes the passage in the fourth of Romans to
show that Abraham was justified by faith in the righteousness of
Christ precisely in the same way, and on the same ground as
sinners are justified now. His faith, which rested on the righteousness of a poming Redeemer, was regarded as righteousness because
it appropriated the righteousness of Christ. " Faith was imputed
unto him unto righteousness, that is, in order to his being treated
and regarded as righteous."
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The righteousness on the ground of which a sinner is justified
is the great theme of the Epistle to the Romans. It is the great
truth which is revealed in the Gospel. In fact, apart from this
truth, there is no Gospel. When a sinner is convinced of his sin,
and realizes his danger, his great need is to be justified or declared
righteous. As he has no righteousness of his own, he can only
be declared righteous or justified on the ground of the righteousness
of Another being imputed to Him. It is of this righteousness that
the prophet speaks. Consciously cove:t;ed with this righteousness,
the poor sinner can greatly rejoice in the Lord, and his soul can
be joyful in His God.
Let us in dependence on the teaching of the Spirit meditate on
this great subject.
1. First, notice that" the robe of righteousness" is Divine in its
origin, and is Divinely bestowed.
Hence it is called" the righteousness of God." This is a phrase
which'is frequently used by the Apostle Paul. He says he is not
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; "for therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to faith." Later he says, "The
righteousness of God is by faith of Jesus C4rist unto all and upon
all them that believe" (Rom. i. 16, 17; iii. 22). This righteousness
is Divinely provided. It is apart from any obedience to the law's
demands rendered by us. It is a righteousness which God can
approve, and which He bestows on the unrighteous. There comes
a time in the history of a chosen sinner when he owns that he has
no righteousness of his own, and when God in grace covers him
with the robe of righteousness which He Himself has provided.
Then the sinner greatly rejoices in Jehovah, his soul is joyful in
his Covenant God, "for," he says, "He hath covered me with
the robe of righteousness." He hath said, "Bring forth the best
robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet; and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let
us eat and be merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again ;
he was lost and is found" (Luke xv. 22-24).
" The best robe" in the parable was provided by the father for
the returning son. "The robe of righteousness" is " the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. iii. 9).
" Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord" (Isaiah liv. 17).
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2. Secondly, be it noted that" the robe
garment woven by ourselves.

0/

.'

righteousness" is not a

One of the great foundation truths of Scripture is that we have
no righteousness of our own. There are those who trust in themselves that they are righteous and despise others. Such a man
was the Pharisee who went up to the temple topray.. So full was
he of his own self-righteousness that he had no consciousness of
sin. .He thanked God that he was not as other men were. He
claimed to be free from extortion, injustice, adultery, and especially
to be wholly different from another man whom he regarded as a
publican and a real sinner.
The publican, however, whom the Pharisee despised, was deeply
conscious of his own personal sinfUlness. So humbled was he
with a sense of his own vileness that he had no room in his mind
to compare himself with others. His own vile, sinful self occupied
the foreground of his thoughts. So sinful did he feel himself to
be that he "would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven,
but smote upon his breast, saying, God me merciful to me, a sinner"
(Luke xviii. 9-14).
It was this poor man who" went down to his house justified.'~
He was a convinced sinner. He realized that he had no righteousness of his own. He did not appear before God in a garment of
righteousness of his own weaving. To the full and frank recognition
. of our own depravity, moral corruption, and vileness we need all
to be brought. By nature we are guilty of "manifold transgressions" and" mighty sins." We are wholly destitute of any
righteousness. This is what Toplady felt when he .wrote :
"Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked; come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."
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This is what all Spirit-convicted sinners are ready to acknowledge.
They say, "We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa. lxiv. 6). This is the great truth
which Paul the apostle acknowledged. Owning that he was himself the chief of sinners, he felt his need of a 'righteousnesR outside

"

J.

The Gospel Magazine

~,

149

himself. His desire was that he might win Christ, "and. be found
in Him, not having mi~e own righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith" (Phi!. iii. 9). All true believers are constrained to say, "Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us " (Titus iii. 5). .
The people of Israel in Paul's day, "being ignorant of God's
righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness,
did not submit ·themselves unto the righteousness of God"
(Rom. x.3). All who are covered with the robe of righteousness
which God provides are taught to renounce their own righteousness.
",There is none righteous," says the apostle, "no, not one."
. " There is none that doeth good, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 10, 12).
However much men may endeavour to obey the precepts of the
law, they fail to come up to its requirements. So fallen and si~ul
are' they that they are "not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. So, then, they that are in the flesh cannot please
God." Hence there can be no justification by obedience to the
law's precepts. "By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh
be justified in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin."
. Justification must be by grace, and not by our own works; for
no righteousness of our own can be the ground of our justification
before God. (See Rom. iii. 20, 24.)
3. Thirdly, we are taught that the robe 0/ righteousness is really
the righteousness 0/ Christ.
This is the. righteousness which God has provided and which
He bestows on the objects of His grace. " Christ is the end of
the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" (Rom. x. 4).
The righteousness of God is that righteousness which is associated
with Christ. "The law is abolished by Christ, not as a rule of life,
but as a Covenant prescribing the condition of life." "Christ has
abolished the law in order that everyone' that believes may be
.
justified."
"Christ is everything in the religion of the true believer. He
fulfils, and by fulfilling abolishes the law, by whose demands the
sinner was weighed down in despair; and His merit secures
the justification of everyone that confides in Him."
"Christ is the end of the law, whether moral or ceremonial.
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To Him both, as a schoolmaster, lead. In Him all their demands
are satisfied, and all their types and shadows are ans_wered." (See
Dr. Charles Hodge on Rom. x. 4.)
To be more explicit. Let us try to see from Scripture that" the
robe of righteousness" is really the righteousness of Christ.
In Romans v. 19 we read, " As by one man's disobedience many
were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous." All Adam's descendants are treated and regarded as
sinners on the ground of his disobedience. He being the representative head ,of the race, they sinned when he sinned. They
sinned in him (Rom. v. 12). They are treated as if they sinned
when. he disobeyed. So by the obedience unto death of the last
Adam shall many be treated and regarded as righteous. His
obedience is imputed to them, and by virtue of union with Him
they are treated as if they had obeyed the law which they had
broken, and as if they had endured its penalty which they deserved.
In other words, His merits are imputed to them.
Take another passage. In 1 Corinthians i. 30 the apostle says
that Christ, of God" is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption." The meaning seems to be that Christ is
made unto His people righteousness, inasmuch as His righteousness
is imputed to them.
In 2 Corinthians v. 20 we read, "He hath made Him to be sin
for us, Who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him." Christ, though sinless, was treated and
regarded as a sinner for His people. Their sins were laid upon
Him and imputed to Him. As He was thus made sin for His
people, they are made the righteousness of God in Him, because
His righteousness was imputed to them.
" There is probably no passage in the Scriptures in which the
doctrine of justification is more concisely or clearly stated than
in this. Our sins were imputed to Christ, and His righteousness
is imputed to us. He bore our sins: we are clothed in His
righteousness. Imputation conveys neither pollution nor holiness.
Christ's bearing our sins did not make Him morally a sinner, any
more than the victim was morally defiled which bore the sins of
. the people; nor does Christ's righteousness become subjectively
ours, it is not the moral quality of our souls. This is what is not
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meant. What is meant is equally plain. Our sins were the
judicial ground of the sufferings of Ohrist, so that they were a
satisfaction of justice; and His righteousness is the judicial ground
of our acceptance with God, so that our pardon is an act of justice.
It is a justification, or a declaration that justice is satisfied"
(Dr. Oharles Hodge)..
In 2 Peter i. 1 the apostle, as the words might be translated,
addresses" them that ha've obtained a like precious faith with us
in the righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Ohrist." In
other words, "the righteousness which is of God by faith" is " the
righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Ohrist." He has obeyed
the precepts of the law and suffered its penalty as His people's
Substitute. His obedience and death are therefore put down to
their account. His righteousness is imputed to them. Hence
"This is His name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. xxiii. 6).
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.
" This spotless robe the same appears
When ruined nature sinks in years;
No age can change its glorious hue,
The robe of Ohrist is ever new."
Count ZinzendorJ.
4. Note fourthly, that this righteousness is imputed.
" David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom
God imputeth righteousness without works, saying, Blessed are they
whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed
is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin." Why does the
Lord not impute sin ~ Because it was imputed to Ohrist and He
bare its penalty. To whom the Lord will not impute sin He
imputes righteousness, even the righteousness of our God and
Saviour J esusOhrist. Abraham's faith was counted unto him for
righteousness, because it appropriated the righteousness of Ohrist.
He rejoiced to see Ohrist's day. His circumcision was" a seal of
the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised;
that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they
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be not circumcised; ~hat righteousness might be imputed unto them
also." (See Rom. iv. 3, 7, 8, 11, 22-24.)
Thus Abraham is the spiritual father of all believers, and
righteousness is imputed to all them that believe. The doctrine
of imputed righteousness is thus clearly ,stated.
5. ,Our last point is that the righteousness of God is appropriated
by faith.
,
Noah "became heir of the righteousness which is by faith"
(Heb. xi. 7).. Abraham was justified by faith exactly as are believers
now. '(See Rom. iv.) "They whioh be of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham," i.e., thElY are justified, declared righteous on
the ground of Ohrist's righteousness being imputed to them. (See
GaL iii. 6-.9.)
"The righteousness of God is by faith of (or in) Jesus Ohrist
unto all and ,upon all them that believe" (Rom. iii. 22). "With
the heart man believeth unto~ righteousness" (Rom. x. 10). If
we are' trusting in the blood and righteousness of our Lord Jesus
Ohrist, then we can say, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my
soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the
garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of
righteousness." 0 the mercy if we have experienced such infinite
grace and are
" Clothed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne."

.~

~

i

THE EDITOR.

DEFIANCE OF PARENTAL AUTHORITY.
"DISOBEDIENT to parents." The character of the times is even
stamped on the children of the age. The restless impatience of all
restraint so evident in the ranks of those of mature years, influences, in
various prejudicial forms, those who are destined to take their places
hereafter as the strength of the nation, and who will be in practice whlJ,t
they now are in temper, and tastes, and tendencies. If the Word of \
God, which alone affords right precepts for the training of the young,
be nationally set aside, the inevitable result must be ingratitude, selfishness, untruthfulness, deceitfulness and disobedience on the part of the
uninstructed toward those to whom they owe, under God, the greatest
reverence, dutifulness and fidelity. This defiance of parental authority,
now so rife, will yet yield a terrible harvest.--Rev. J. Ormiston in " The
Satan of Soripture."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning.
If that .which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you,
ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father."-l JOHN ii. 24.
I WAS fearing a great fear recently, when painfully aware of the :rn,any'
antichrists, and various doctrines (too often of devils) and deadly
heresies abroad in our land to-day, l1>nd with which we are almost
daily brought into contact, either in reading or by conversation.
There is httle of tp.e restfulness nQwadays of Christian fellowship and
the communion of saints. Sweet, passing sweet, it is when realized,
but, alas, so rare! And there is so much of the babel of voices, and
the coming up against" some new thing" under the name of religion,
and the awful danger that so much of Scripture is mixed in. Also,
some who ought to know better, join up in the ranks, and by their
presence and support mislead and stl1>gger a weak brother or sister.
These are some of the' shoals and quicksands which are around God's
children to-day, and bring before them the gracious and all-compassionate warning to "beware," since "if it were possible" .Satan
"would deceive the very elect." We are very grateful, too, to our
esteemed Editor, who so constantly and so ably exposes these dangers
and exhorts his readers,* as did the ApQstle Barnabas " exhort those
at Antioch that with full purpose of heart they would cleave unto
. the Lord." We desire to remember that we are His witnesses to witness
not only for the Truth, but also against error. When Arminianism
began to get its poisonous deadly fangs into the Evangelical teaching
of our Churches, and so, stealthily and surely, silenced the vigorous
Calvinism, then the Churches and people lay open to every danger
of imbibing false doctrine and unscriptural teaching; so that to-day
we are up against" Christian Science," "Russellism," "Spiritualism,"
" Seventh Day Adventism," Theosophy, Mormonism, Modernism, and
many such with the latest" Buchmanism."
In a recent (January, 1933) report of the London City Mission :we
learn to OUr sorrow how in the heart of our great Metropolis "fancy
religions" are greatly on the increase. "The Moslems havi~g a. mosque
at Woking; the Mormons are about to build a temple in the West
End; Christian Scientists are rapidly increasing and building new
Churches; Spiritists are becoming more numerous and bold in their
teachings; Theosophists have their' Orders'; Humanists hold forth
regularly in public halls; Christadelphians advertize free literature,
and Russellites persist in circulating their heretical notions, albeit
under new names,'" etc., etc. And the article concludes with

* I had spoken with gratitude of our esteemed and valued Editor's constant
and faithful warnings against error, and see, since penning the above, another
timely word from his pen on "Steadfastness" (February Gospel Magazine).
11
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2 Timothy iv. 3, whilst sadly saying they have by no means exhausted
the list of heresies.
, It was whilst contemplating ltll these things .and. coming up constantly against the latest snare of Buchmanism, or the Oxford Group
Movement, that, as 1 stated at the opening of this article, a fear great
and solemn overwhelmed me, lest after all I should be deceived and
fall away and cause the great adversary of the soul to say "Aha, aha ! "
and the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, and a precious Christ be
dishonoured after such a long life of proving His worth and. love and
loveliness and grace. Sweetly as the falling dew, and reviving as the
gentle south wind, dropped the words upon my soul, and leaving me
no question but that the Holy Spirit the Comforter had spoken them.
"Let that therefore abide in you which ye have heard from the' beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain
iil you, ye also shall continue in the Son and in the Father." Blessed
be God, the ~weetness, comfort 'and establishing have nQt left me,
and more than 'that, " 1 know Whom I have believed, and am, persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed to Him against
,that ·day," when every man's works shall 'be tried and His. own
people have praise of God.
How lovingly the aged apostle warns his "little children" in our
chapter: tells them of these last times, and exhorts them to " abide
in Him," and to rejoice that "their sins are forgiven them for His
Name's sake," It is, as dear Hart, wrote:

.~.

:~
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"WhEln we live on .Jesus'merits

Then we worship God aright."
'rhe'hymn from which that verse is quoted (,fLamb of God, we fall
before Thee") is still as sweet music in' mine ear. A beloved' and
newly-found friend at Bournemouth last summer quoted it with such
sweet unction that it went straight home to my heart, and it has been
a real joy to commit the whole four verses to memory..
Ah, we need to live at Calvary's Cross and know daily and hourly
the efficacy of His precious all-atoning blood outpoured there in that
one and all-meritorious offering, and to glory in those words pronounced
OIice and for ever by the dying Lamb of God; It is finished. And there
your and my salvation 'was procured and the keeping of all His
redeemed secured. And now, beloved, it is for you and me to know,
as dear Joseph Irons said, that "Doctrinal godliness is union with
Deity; . experimental godliness' is enjoyment of Deity; practical
godliness is the glol'ifying of Deity." May we follow on and attain
in some humble measure!
'
Now our text asserts, " That which ye have heard from the beginning." It is undeniably true and· daily demonstrated in the power
of the Holy Spirit, that" all thy children shall be taught of God,"
a free and'royal favour indeed, but a highly blessed favour is it, when
any of us can say that we have been taught and blessed in these
truths, from our earliest childhood; hedged in by gracious influences ~
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compimione'd,and watched over by godly parents; all:d to have had a
groWi.ng knowledge in t~eprecious Worilto our establishing, s~rengj;hen
iIig'a:hd.'settling" . ,¥et the~e is nota 'lll:omen4.wh,eI).'we Cli\ll be off our,
watch"tower or cease to,~ake heed, lest at any time we let these things
'slip. " Let us ,walk very tenderly, very prayerfully, very' watchfully.
Sa,tan'is an,all-vigilimt foe. 'Blit there is One might~er and ,He is the
.!,Keeper of :HissaiI:j.t~.
,v'
.. Sworn to destroy, let earth assail,
Neater to save Tholl art.
Strong~r th~n,all the pO,wers of hell,
" ,
And greater:tban. my hea:rt.~.'
l

"

' ( a . Wesley.)

l

" 'Great(;lr is H~ that is for you than he that is against you." "Let
,th~t therefore abide in:you which ye havehefl.rdfrom the beginning."
, Whilst penning this artiClf;l, I came, a'cros!;l, the sweet stO!;y of '''the,
ol,d Scotch disciple ,and how she was dra~n by the cords of love" in '
an old GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The ,writer (well known to a former
JMitor) ,told how Q.uTiIl:g a v~sit to Scotla.nd hll was deeply interested
in the sacred converse of the ,m:iriist,er of ,the place and of his relating
D:l.l~ch ,of .b.is'experience with the humble inh~bitants s~attered abbut '
in the glens and 'hills.' One aged saint had just passed away at the
ripe age of 'ninety years, ",leaving a precious testimony to :the Person,
blood, \vorka~drig~t~ous:t;less of thai; dea~ SavioUl' }Vllose. grace 'she
had so' blessedly proved and spoken so sweetly and yet so SImply ot"
On his last visit, sitting by her turf fire in her humble cpttage, the
minister remarked up~m the mercy of .her Covenant God,'Who, had
keptandgu,ided her.throughh~r10riglife,wheIil t.b.eold !S~intreplied:
"W~ just li¥e this, sir':' my Jesus has ,put ~is love ~o'und my heart
down'here, and the tit,her end of the tow (cord) is in His hand up there,
and He's 'draW-in' and drawin' and drawin' the tow, till it ,is getting
nearer 'and nearerto, Himsel', and I'll sooh be hame; but," she added;
'f it wad be Iiae goodif,lIehadnathe end of the tow in His ain,hand,
·for if He didna draw, I wadna follow."
'.
'"
And that is the ,blessed secret which the dear old Scotch woman
gave' expres~ion to iq her,ch~raeteris~ic'language,that an our,salvation
rests with a Covenant-keeping God, Who having" begti:t;lthegood
work will perform it l,uitil the day of 'Jesus ChrIst." ,
'
l

~
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, ",His hon6~D is engaged to ,keep
"
,
The ,meanest of His. sheep."
,/. I'
"
'."" .I(
,
I
And, 'as He manifests His love to His children, lpve melts, alid woos; and
wins,and all their sorrow is that they ,sin in spij;e pf such love. And
they cry out. daily~' fora closer walk with God "-'more nearness, more
access, more softness of helut to feel the amazing love of. their. God;
more glorifying' 01 .Him ,in their self-abasement, lowliness of mind,
and in reaching out in desires after," the .meekness 'a;nd !fentlen~s of '
Jesus," which the writer confesses is to" he,r Qne of the most amazingly
gracio'Ussentences; in all the Holy' Scriptures. "Let that"ther~fore

L
~

156

.,

The Gospe} Magazine

abide in you." The Holy Spirit enables "to will and to do of
His good plea.sure"; Who, having begun a good work in the
heart, .will cauy it on, sustain itabove all r the legion of .evils, which
beset and would beguile the' living, soul. There' is no fleshly contingency in the words. It was not spoken from Ebal based upon
the" if " in which Israel utterly failed. But it speaketh better 'things
than these from the Mount of Blessings, even in Him Who, " bec.ause
He could sware by no greater, He sware by Himself, saying, Surely
blessing I will ble13s thee." And thus it is the irrevocable oath
and blessing of God in Christ to all Abraham's seed. The 'word abides
in their hearts and brings forth fruit in their lives. . The keeping grace
of their Shepherd-King enables them to "be. steadfast, unmovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord." The work Divine'abides ;
it shall remain, and His children "continue in the Son, and in the
Father." .
.
I
All is of me:&cy, tree and boundless from first 'to last. ' God's children
have nothing that they did not first receive. It is a mercy that ,you
and I were made to hear His voice, to know ourselves as poor, lost,
guilty sinners, to be constrained to flee to the only Refuge, and .\.tide
ourselves in the Rock of Ages I to find Him and to learn of Him, Who
is merciful (or full of mercy for empty sinners), and to realize,day,by
'
day, as the hymn writer says:

I

I

\~

" ,j.

"Thy mercy is endless, ~ost tender and free,
No sinner need doubt, sincA 'twas given to Die.
No merit will buy itt, nor sin stop its course,
.
Good works are the fruits of its beeness and force."
May thllot mercy be in lively exercise in our souls day. by day, that
whilst" these things have I written unto .you, concerning them that
seduce you,)' as said the beloved and aged Apostle John; ye may
know that" the anointing which ye have received of Him a,bideth in
you, and ye need not that any man teach you,: but as the same
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and
even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him." The Christian's
"whole armour" provided is to be "put on," and we are never
instructed how it is to be put off during life's pilgrimage, lJ,nd the
believer thus equip.ped is called to witness and if need be suffer for
Christ and the Gospel's sake.
" Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware
lest ye,also, being led away with the error of the. wicked, fall from
your own steadfastness. But grow in grace, and in, the knowledge of
our'Lqrd and Saviour Jesus Christ'. T9 Him be glory both now and
for ever. AqJ.en" (2 Pet. iii. 17-18).
R.

" IF Christ .bare a Cfown of thorns upon .His head, let us not thiJ;lk
that we shall have a garland of roses set upon our head."-Luther 0'11."
" The Psalms," p. 234.
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'SPIRITUAL FAMINE.
A ,.sERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, RA.,
'AT 'THE OHURCH OF ST. MARY ALDERMARY, WATLING STREET,
LONDON, ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 9TH, 1840.
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Behold, ,the days come, saith the Lord God" that I will send a famine in
the land,. not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, hut of heiJ/ring
the words of the Lord."-AMos ,viii. 11.,
.

THESE are fearful, words, denounced against Israel on account of her
iniquity-on account of her idolatry. There 'is nothing so offensive
to God and displeasing in His sight, as idolatry. Wherever it exists,
whether in publ~c or private, whether literally or spiritually, there
God's displeasure and God's curse' are to be found.
Famine is one of the " sore judgments" with which God is pleased
to visit the nations of the earth on account of their iniquities.' 'You
have, in the book of Deuteronomy and in the Lamentations ,of ,the
prophet Jeremiah, a very fearful account of this judgment. We
know nothing of it, blessed be God; but we find in those 'accounts
that the" tender and delicate woman," who before the famine came,
for very delicateness could scarcely put her foot to the ground, was,
when it came upon the people'in all its fury and power, constrained
to do this (and actually did it)-boil her own child and eat it. We
have n0 conceptio.p., we say, of the judgment; and may God grant
that our sins may never, never force Him (if I may so speak) to send
so severe' a judgment.
But here is a judgment spoken of in the text of greater severity
still; not this" famine of bread or thirst for water," but" of hearing
the words of the Lord."
,
.'
But how can this be a greater judgment ~ Why does it appear to
be so ~
We may s,ay, speaking generally, because spiritual judgments are
more fearful than those of a temporal nature, as the soulQf ffi!1in is
more important than his body, and eternity of infinitely greater
consequence than time.
This land has been visited in days that are past with this spiritual'
famine; and so are lands, at this time, that are under the dominion
of the Romish Church. And ,could the Church of Rome ever gain
that which it is at this time straining every nerve to attam-and that
is, the ,ascendancy in this kingdom---e.then this famine would come
again; there would be a famine of spiritual bread and a thirst for
spiritual water.
It is said, immediately after the words which we have read, that
such shall be the spiritual hunger and thirst and destitution, that
,~' they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the
east, they shall run to and fro to; seek the Word. of the Lord and, shall
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not.find it,; in thatd\Ly shai~ t,b.~ ~l1oir virgin~ IIond,'tMyqungmen faint
for thir(lt:" And t,hen you see in the next ,verse th.e reason of it all.
, 'Ouf holy mar,tyrs used iidhe :(l.~:m:escontim,llilly~oexhortthe 'ip.habitants of this land to bewa,re 'of idolatry; and it is the ,idolatry of the
, Church of Rome, that is so highly-'-.-wemaY'say, 'chiefly abominable
in the sight of God: It is contrary .to the very- first commazl:d given
In the decalogue:' "thou shalt have none oth~rgods' but Me" ;
"thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 'and Him only shalt thou
serve." Accordingly we read here-" They that sw:ear by the sin of
Samaria" (or the idol of Samaria), and say, " Thy god, 0 Dan, liveth "
(the god they worshipped), "and the manner of 'Beersheba liveth"
(the idol they worshipped)," even tlley shall fall and never rise up
again.",
'
. ' ."
Bllt why is this so great a j1idgmen~this binineof the, spiritual
bread.and thirst, for the water of life
(Again we say, may w~n,ever
,'know it!)' Why is it so great a j.udgment 1,' We:aJ1swer, oecause
spiritual 'bread, ,the hel!l'ring ~:p.e Word of,the.I..ord;.()rilIl;other:wqrds
the public preaching of the everlastingG~sp~l, is an ordinance of God's
own appointment for the good of those for whom He has appointed
it-for the good of' His people; and it is in general, the .grand
mean c;>f bringing those that are His, the vessels of mercy appointed
to salvation, out of darkness into the marvellous light of the Gospel;
and then it is the grand mean of estaplishingthem; 'building them
up, and b,elping them all the days of their pilgrimage till they are
brought to know the blessedness of those who"~ eat bread in the
kingdom o~ heaven" and ," sit down at the marriage supper of the
Lamb." It is the grand mean; and we are speaking to many >vho
clm set their s,eal to what we have been saying, It may have b~en
manifestly the first instrument-thdugh it. is not always manifestly
the first instrument-ofawakenir\gthe soul, Mld, oh !how oft(ln' has
it been the, grand mean in His hand of strengthening, nourIshing,
refr(lshing, and' helping those on who through. grace hil-ve already
believed! God designed it for the present and eternal benefit of
His people.
The institution of this ordinance, the ordaining of the first ministers
oHhe Gospel, is as clearly exhibited in the, Word 'of Go~ as 'anything
. can be. It was accomplished py the great Head of the Church Himself,
:the great Bishop of Bouls. Callin,g His disciples toHfm, He says,
" Go ye int(j~ll the: world,. and pre;tch tlie G9spel to every. qreature,
and 10, I' am with you ahvay, eVen unto the endofi the.world"; tb,at
is, "with you and'those that shall COIDe Mter you".:'-because' it was
'well known, and they, knew them,selves"thattheyshould not contiJiue
/'alway even \mto the end of the world" or,even 'continue long in
the present state. And it is. an ordi.nance (as we have already said)
for the good of His people, theiI; greatest possible good. It is said,
" He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved"; it is an ordinance
/ for the salvation" the eternal salvation of God's people.' For observe
- the subject. matter' of this institution. St. Paul says to the Church
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at Corinth, "When I came to you," to fulfil the commission given
to: me and: to preach the Word, ,11 I determined not to know;l.nything
ltnlqng you save Jesus Christ, and ;Him crucified." And so we are told
that Philip went down to Samaria; and what did he do when he went
thete ~ Why, he "preached Christ unto them"·;, phrist WIloS the
subject of his preaching, Christ the true bread of life; he" preached
Christ unto them" and it caused '(we are told)" great joy in that city."
Oh! ,St. Paul might well say, "We preach Christ crucified; to the
Jews a stumbling·block and to the Greeks foolishness" (and so,it has
been to self-righteous and infidel men from that time, to this, and
no doubt will be till the end of time); "but unto them which are
called" by grace, vessels of mercy, "both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God." This is to be the subject
of ourpreach~ng-the setting forth of the txue bre!l'd' of life, the
exhibiting, ,of Christ in all ~he, glory of His person and offices ~ it is the
setting Him forth in the fulness, and perfection and freeness of His
,great salvation ';, it isruaking ,Him the first and last" the beginning
and the end, 'the all in all of a sinner's salvation; it is the exhibiting
Him as able ,and willing to save,and that" to the uttermost," all
those who are made willing by God's Covenant gr.ace and mercy to
"come unto God by ,Him"; it is setting Him forth, in His own
emphatic words, "a mighty God" and" mighty to save." That is
a ",ery remarkable word,whichiwe find in the twenty-eighth chapter
of the prophet Isaiah, where the Lord Himself says, "Behold, I lay
in Zion for a foundation stone, a tried stone, a precious corn~r-stone,
a sure foundation" for sinners to build their hope upon; and, He adds,
"He that believeth "-whosoever rests his soul's salvation here by
faith-',' he that believeth shaIlnot.make haste." That passage is
recorded three times in Holy Scripture; and there are three different
words used. "~e shall. not make haste," " He shall not be ashamed,"
',' He shall not be confounded" ;. but these three words all mean one
and the same thing-God's certain and (we may say) po:.verflll promise,
t;hat such shall never be disappointed of their hope who do ,hear and
receive the Word of God.. But there is something further referred to,
and it is this: that there is a great day coming,'which willtry where
we have been building and what has been ,the foundation.of our hope.
Either of two days, we may say; the day of death is one, and the
day of judgnlent. is another. And, oh! how wretched and awful
the state and circumstances of those, both in death and judgment,
who discover .themselves, when too late, to have been building upon
the sand, to have been resting upon that which will not bear them
up in th~ day of trouble!
.
.
There is another sweet word reeorded in the same book, and in the
very same chapter,where the prophet is directed to say (speaking of
the same Word) "This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary
to rest, and this is the refreshing:" "The rest, to cause the weary to
rest"; clearly pointing out that it was designed for the support and
comfort .and encouragement of those who through grace have ,already
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believed. Oh! what Ihultitudes and multitudes upon the face of the
have been spiritually comforted and refreshed by hearing the
Word of the Lord. Where 'there is no famine, but a plentitude of this
:spiritualbtead, what multitudes have been nourished and "helped on
by it! Their hope has revived, their faith has been strengthened, and
their souls have been re-animated and enabled to set out, as it were,
with fresh alacrity in the way to the kingdom. There is one sweet
portion, of Scripture to which we will just direct your attention in order
to give you one view of the great subject; and you will see that faith,
only acting upon this, will tend to refresh and animate the soul exceedingly. And it is this-recorded by St. Paul: "By one ofJering He
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Here is the whole
of His work, as it were, condensed,and brought into very narrow
compass. But what does He mean by'" them that are sanctified? "
Why, He means here, we apprehend, those that are sanctified in a
Covenant,sen.se. It is true in the other sense, but here the first design
and intention, we apprehend, is "them that are sanctified" in a
Covenant sense-set apart originally by the Covenant goodness of
Jehovah as vessels of mercy to all eternity. For these Messiah became
incarnate; for these He was nailed to His cross; for their sins (as
it is expressed in our communion service) He "made a full, perfect
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction"; He finished all
their transgressions; He triumphed over death and the grave; and
He opened the kingdom of heaven to His beloved people. And at
the same time He opened, as it were, "a new and living way" into
the heavenly kingdom; a way that is clear, plain, pleasant and
delightful, and in which His beloved people have been walking from
the beginning, and in which they shall continue to, walk, till they
enter on the possession and enjoyment of that kingdom.
We see how the Psalmist David entered into this subject when
realizing it under the type,the beautiful type of the jubilee trumpet.
He says: "Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound; they
shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance; ip. Thy name
shall they rejoice all the day, and in Thy righteousness shall they be
exalted." For the open dispensation of the Word of ,God is one of
the .richest blessings that He has bestowed upon His Church. And
therefore the removal of this is one of the most awful indications of
His displeasure, that He can inflict upon His professing Church,
wherever it may be. You have doubtless read those words, which we
find in the beginning of the first book of Samuel, where it is observed,
" The Word of the Lord was precious in those days"; we apprehend
that the meaning of the word precious there is scarce. "The Word
of the Lord was scarce in those days; there was no open vision." It
evidently points out this spiritual famine of hearing of the Word of
God, as one of the severest and sorest dispensations of God at that
tried and afflicted time.
-And is it any difficulty to God (if we may so speak) to send this
spiritual famine, either with respect to nations or with respect to
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individuals in particular, who neglect the Word of God. If we 'look
at our own particular Zion, we are apt to think that our beloved
Church stands so fast that it cannot be shaken; we are apt tothiIik
so, because the saints ate so precious in .the sight, of the Lora., and
He says Himself, " Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
His saints," and if so their blood is precious, and the foundations of
our holy Church have been cemented by the blood of the martyrs, .
and God has appeared again and again in a way of deliverance for
it in a manner little (if at all) short of miraculous; and we are apt
t<;> tb,ink, how is it possible that such a famine could ever be brought
upon it ~ But we answer that if God were to give permission to
the prince of darkness, presently indeed. would this whole land be
overwhelmed with the superstition and idolatry of the Popish Church;
in a very short time there would be " a famine of hearing the words
of the Lord." For wherever this is-the open vision, and the Word,
the preached Word of the Lord-Popery cannot exist; and therefore
if she is suffered toprevail, she will banish them. And so with respect
to individuals who are slighting or treating this precious gift with
neglect. Oh! with what ease could God remove them in His providence, with what ease could He send them where the joyful tidings
are not known and where there is no " hearing the words ofthe Lord! "
-with as much ease as He brought Lydia from Thyatira to Philippi,
in order that she might" attend unto the things which were spoken
of Paul." But not only so; He may do so without transplanting or
transporting them to any distant part of the world. He could do it
by sending, or permitting to come upon them, a spirit of indifference
and unc~mcern and neglect, so that though they have eyes to see they
should not see, and ears to b,ear they should not hear, and a heart to
understand they should not comprehend. We say, it is very easy for
Him to do this.
Now it is an important inquiry for you and me to make-and we
wish you to make it, and we will make it ourselves-Has the Word
of God ever reac,hed our heart in a way of conviction, and does it constantly reach our heart in a way of rich support and consolation ~
We say this is an important inquiry. It may be the case, and we
trust it is with many. And, oh! what thanks are due from you to
the Author of so great a mercy! If this be the case, may you recollect,
(and never forget) that this is in consequence of His own blessed and
Covenant teaching. We may adopt those words of our Lord, and
say, " To you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God,
but to others it is not given." Now if Christ has been revealed to
you, and Christ is precious to you, everything that there is in Christ,
and that belongs to Christ as the Head of His Church and people,
and that can be communicated to you, belongs to you; and you are
living below your mercies and living below your high and important
privileges, if you are not continually thinking, for instance, of being
built upon Christ. Why ~ "Because He built me upon Himself
before the foundation of the world; because, as. a vessel of mercy,
lit
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in eternity past He wrote my name in the Book of Life; because the
eternal Father gave,~e to Jesus, and Jllstts laid m~ upon Himself as
the chief Oorner-stone, that I might ~ventually,be brought to build
upon Him by my own ad and deed as the Oorner-stone laid,in Zion."
Everything that is His belongs to you; His blood, His righteousness,
His grace, His glory'. ' T,here is not one drop of His precious blood
that is not your own; and one drop of it all would be sufficient to
cleanse all your transgressions-the great iniquities of which you
must be 'conscious, if you have, been brought to see the spirituality
of.the law,and to see your own true character 1 But you hav~ interest
in the whole, and the whole was shed on your account. And His
glorious and spotless righteousness is yours; and you stand accepted
in it now and complete; and no power, no created power whatever,
shall be able to disrobe you and to take this garment off from you.
Wh~tever griJ,ce is ,treasured up in Him-wisdom, love, or, whatever
it be-is treasured up in Him for you. There is an inexhaustible
fl.llness in' Him; and .you are encouraged to go, that out of His fulness
you may receive; and grace for grace-that you may" obtain mercy
and flnd grace"to help in time ,of need." And if you carry your view
forward, and look to that glorious place, where Jesus is, that glorious
place is yours; and He is there as your representative, He is t:b.ere as
your forerunner, He is thete keeping a place for you; and has promised
eventually to come and to receive you to Himself. ' And for what
purpose 1 Oh !what condescension and grace! ' Recollect that He
is " the high and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity"; yet He says" I will come again, and receive you unto Myself, that where I am,
there ye may be also" ; not only implying that your being there, will
be the perfection of your felicity, but, implying this, also-" That will
be My own highest gratification; in you I shall 'see, of the travail
of My soul and be satisfied.''' And then such a person may go on to
say-" My foundation will stand; I am building upon Ohrist, the
Rock of Ages; my foundation will remain secure and firm, when' the
earth and all that is therein shaH be burned up,' when' the heavens
being on fire shall be dissolved and the elements shall,melt with fervent
heat'; God Himself, looking to that great and solemn period, has
given me this asslirance, ' The heavens shall vanish away like smoke,
and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and ,they that dwell therein
shall die in like manner, but My salvation shall be for ever, and My
,righteousness shall not be abolished.' " Now we say, if you ,are not
looking to and ,experiencing ,and enjoying these ypur own mercies,
you are living below your privileges.,
But then we would say to such, Bear the word of exhortation. We
would guard you against the sin into which the children of Israel fellfell while they were fed with manna brought from heaven, "angels'
food,'1 Its ~t is des9ribed, and fed with plenty of this extraordinary
prQ;vision. It is sltid that they began to grow weary of, it; they
"loathed 'it" as 'f light, bread," for so they styled it; and thereby
they highly displeased the great Jehovah. Now it is not impossible

('"

1,'·

1
;~~

i.

,"-

!;

; I

,~f

The Gospel Magazine

";-;
r
,

""ii

163

(it is,a,thing that rri.ayhaippen~it is a thing that,has happened) that
hearing the Word of God and ha¥ing plenty of it may have produced
a: ,co#,espond,ihg,disposition In some minds.; They llave begun to
'" loathe it," to think it" light bread," and, to look elsewhere' for
.som~thing else to satisfy their minds.';,
"
'; But who acr;e they who act thus ~ TheY,are those upon whose hearts
"the Word never took any real hold. 'There 'are many to befound who,
when they hear the Word stated ,with simplicity, ,are much struck
i'with,it ;it:is something novel, and the)' hear with considerable avidity,
and/they will go on for some time; but when they understa,nd the
syst~m and have, got a theoretical acq~ainta)1ce with it, they want
so1hething else., And why 1 Beca~se cthe great and glorious and
substantial truths"'declared for the food a,nd comfort and, refreshment
of, the people of God,'have never touched their hearts. 'l;'hey like well
enough to have theirimagjnation worked upon and their understanding
iriformed; ,but when they see these grand truths (as they ought to be '
,,'and mUl'ltbe) contin:ually set forth for the,spiritual no]uishment an,d
J;efreshment of God's people, they grow weary. And what is the consequence 1 They turn, aside t() the right, or tur~ aside to the left;
they go to one error 'after another. Now God was highly displeased
with th:osewho counted His bread in the wilderness" light'bread"
and treated it with " loathing"; arid so He will bewiththo,se who
,treat His everlasting Gospel with indifference. He declares this
Himself: "I have written to Ephraim the great things of My law,
but, they w~re coun~ed as a strflonge thing; now will I reIll;ember his
iniquity, and visit his sins." As Israel despised God so do .these;
'and, unless He ,interfere, they"will go first to one, error and then to
another-" ,ever learning," as it is said, "and never ,able to come to
the knowled,ge of the truth ,"-and eventually become as ignorant of
the truth (as to any real experimenta.l effiqacy) as they were ,when
~,hey were born.
,
' ,
"
'The Lord will ,not suffet His people thus to fall. If He carries the
,Word to the, heart in a, way of real conviction, He will preserve it
there, a!j that which they find their need of every day and from day
to, day contimiaIly,for their 'Iefrellhment "and support and nourishment. And it "may' be for this v:ery purpose, that. He keeps' them
cons~antly low in His presence, in an humble state ,of mind, )mder a
feeling and abiding serise of the evil of sin and their own vileness on
account of sin. He will show to such, one" chamber of imagery",
after ,another (to adopt the" prophet's striking representation), and
give them to see abominations they did not suspect. You recollect
the' passage that ,we are referring to-'-the eighth of Ezekiel. The
Lord took the prophet, to See the iniquities of the children of Israel;
He carried him to one gate; and there he sllowabominations that they
were committing, but the ,Lord said, " Turn thee yet ,again, and thou
shalt see greater abominatiQns"; and,then he came to another place;
where he could see yet more wicked abominations~ and then to another
where' he could see 'gre;tter abominations still, and so on. This is a
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very striking representation of the Lord's way of, dealing with those
whom He undertakes to make" wise unto salvation"; and it is with
this very end in view that they may notttlrn away from HiEi precious
Word, but cleave to it and enjoy it and live upon it., He will show
them in course of time greater evils in their, hearts than they could
expect existed there. They' would in a general way acknowledge
that all evil existed in the hearts of every '.fallen son and daughter, of
Adam; bl1-t ,then there were some things, of which they could Say,
or could think, Surely this evil is not in me. But something occurs
in the gracious providenceof God, by which that very e,vil is brought
out-not perhaps in act, but in thought-:-and they are made conscious
oiit. This goes on from day to day through their lives: Andwhy 1
Why, to keep 'them humble; to keep them in the best posture and
situation for receiving trlith froI'n God in the clearest way and manner,
to the rest and refreshmentoftheir precious souls. 'You mayaepend
upon this-that the clearer and m:ore correct views we have of ourselves as sinners, and the more We lie low in the dust onthisaccbunt,
the more precious will the Word of God become to us and the more
shall wefind'thatwe do not grow w~ary ofit or think it " light bread"
and disregard it. No; we shall fiJ:1.d it to ,be that bread of life which
is e~simtial to our very existence. We must have Christ continually,
in His person and in His offiges , alid in' all the fulness and, freeness,
of His great salvation. Though: indifferent points of view, yet we
must have Him continually set before us, that we may feed upon Him
continually and live by Him continually. We shall be ready to say
with those of old-" Lord; evermore give us thisbread.'~ "Others
may look where they please; but where can I turn 1 Tholi art the
Christ; the Son of the living God, and Thou, hast the words of eternal
life; to whom shall I go but unto The,e 1"
,
The' Lord keep those who have any spiritual acquaintance with
Him, living upon Him and cleaving to Him. Your ministers may
have passed away; they may have gone from whose lips you onCe
heard the Word of God, 3iS accompanied with power and unction and
influence from above; but, oh! recollect this one gracious promise,
spoken by the great Head of the Church. ,Whoever diesi He is "the
same yesterday and to-day and for ever ": and what does He. say?
Why, He says that He "will raise you up pastors according to His
o,wn heart, who shall feed you with know1edge and understanding."
So that, were such an awful judgment as that of a spiritual famine
to be sentovet this land, He would not suffer one of His true and
spiritlial people to perish for lack of spiritual bread. No; He would
provide for them, as He has done ih seasons of a similar description,
till He has brought the whole of His beloved and Covenant people
and presented them to the Father ("not ahoo£ left behind "), " holy
and unblamable and unreprovableinHis sight "-brqught them to
"the general assembly and Church of the first-born," to sit, down
,at "~he marriage supper, of the Larnb,"clothed with His oWn
spotless righteousness as the ,f' wedding garment," ,to' know th:~
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blesse,dness of those who" eat bread in the· kingdom of heaven," and
shall ea.t bread there to all eternity.
M;ay,the Lord grant t:p.at everyone Who has come hither to-day ~o
lis.ten to what was to be said to them...,--that everyone of us may be
brought to the possession and enjoyment of that bliss, and know the
blessedness of those who shall be called to partake of that marriage
slipper, and the blessedness of those who have now already entered
in, being" followers of them who through faith and patience do now
inherit the promises."
=======

r
~
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RECONCILIATION ,AND SALVATION.
EjXTRACT FROM A SERMON BY THE LATE MR. J. C. PHILPOT
ON ROMANS v. 10.
HERE, then, is the life of faith, tha,t a believer lives upon the Son of
'God at the right hand of the Father. He comes to the cross to receive
pardon of his sins through the sacrifice and death of Jesus; there to
find peace with God by believing in his Son; there to have reconciliation
by seeing his sins cast behind God's back, and receive mercy into his
soul as flowing through the atoning blood of the God-Man. But he has
to walk through a great and terrible wilderness, wherein are fiery
serpents, ang. scorpions, and, drought (Deut. viii. 15), where he is surrounded with temptations and snares, his own evil heart being his
:worst foe. How can he travel through this w:aste howling wilderness
unless he has a Friend at the right ha,nd of God to send him continual
supplies of grace; who Gan hear his prayers, answer ,his petitions, listen
to his sighs, and put his tears into his bottle; who can help him to see
the snf:\res, and give him grace to ,avoid them; who descries from his
heavenly watch-tower the rising of evil in his heart, and can put a timely
arid seasonable check upon it before it burst into word or action 1
Does he not need an all-wise and ever-living Friend Who-can save him
from pride by giving him true humility; save him from hardness of
heart by bestowing repentance; save him .from 'carelessness by making
his conscience tender; save him from all his fears by Whispering into
his soul, "Fear not, I have redeemed thee ",; and save him from a,
thousand deaths in fear or feeling by supplies of a hidden life? So
that, the life of a Christian is to be continually looking to the Lord Jesus
Christ at the right hand of God, to revive his soul when drooping, to
manifest His love to his heart when cold and unfeeling, to sprinkle his
conscience with His blood when guilty and sinking, to lead him into
truth, keep him from error and evil, preserve him through and amid
every storm, guide every step that he takes in his onward journey, and
eventually bring him safe to heaven. Thus there is a reconciliation
of enemies by the death of Christ, and a saying of friends by the life
of Christ; and we must know both. We are reconciled as enemies,
not as friends; for friends need no reconciliation. Reconciliation in
and from a state of'enmity against God is the very first thing we have
to learn by divine teaching. Here it is we come to see salvation through

166

The ,Gospel Magazine

the blood of Christ, and this makes us cast away all oUfown righteousness as filthy rags, and have no hope nor help'"\>utin the cross of Jesus
Christ. That is the first thing we have to' learn; for'~ntil ,we have
learnt our first lesson, we, cannot learn our. second. But we are very
slow learners. Unbeliefand infidelity, pride and self-righteousness,
guilt and despondency,' all conspire to prevent us effectually learning
it thoroughly, and as it were finally. Again and again then have we
to re-commence our first lesson, that w~ a~e sinners saved 'by the,
pure mercy of God, through ,the' ploo~"shed~ing"qf Chr~st-;enemies
reconciled and brought near by the death ()f the Son ,of God.
You, who are burdened, py your sins; you, who feel the enmity of
Jour hea:rt;~ho would be reconciled and, bro,ught near to God, who
desire nothing s.o much as to feel the love of God shed abroad in your
soul;, who want to experience the pardon, of yout sins and have a
manifestation tbt you b,.ave an interest in the Lord ~esusCh:ri~t,; to
you, even to. you, is the word of' this salvation sent. ' And come you
must, and come, you will, with all your sins and trlmsgressions" however
black they may be, and lay them, down, so to speak, at the foot of"the
cross; you must and will look with believing eyes to, the crucified Son
of 'God, and look and look, till He speak a, word of peace,' pardon and
consolation to your ,soul, through His bleeding wounds and SUffering
death. And then, when: you have been reconciled to God by the death
of Christ, and His precious blood has been sprinkled upon your,conscience, making you a friend of God, you will have to live a life of faith
'and prayer upon Him as a risen Mediator, as a graciousahd, glorious
Head of influence, and Intercessor at the right hand of the Father. To
Him you will have to' come day by daY' with youl;" sinsimd sorrows,
your mournings and lamentations Over your repeated and aggrav/Lted
backslidings, your numerous, yea, your innumer~l:>le infirmities and
shortcomings; ,and thus make Him your best, may I add,your eonfidential Friend ~, For,He is " a ,Friend that sticket4 closer than any
earthly brother." In'this way, by confessing yoUr sins, arid by faith
in',Ris Name, you will receive communicati()ns of His gtace,mercy,
and love into your heart, S0 as to save you from tIle love and spirit of
the world, from error, from the power and strength ot' your own lusts,
and the base inclinations, of your fallen nature, These will'often work
at a fearful rate ; but' this will only makeypu feel mor~ your need:,bf t:Q.e
power and presence of the Lord Jesus to save you from them all.,' Now
it is an experience of 'these inwa;rd exercises, and ,of the power and
, presence of the Lord in and underthem which makes ~eal religion such
a living thing in a man's bosom.,: A man, taught of .God; will not and
must not say, " A,ll' my sins were freely forgiven and blotted o~t by
Christ's, blood-s;hedding and death upon th,e IJro,ss.' , Then and there
I was reconciled to God. I have now nothing more to do with sin,
nor ,sin with me.", This is to pervert,an(l abuse a blessed Gospel truth.
You have still a gre~t deal to do with sin, I'md SiI;l has s,till a gre~t deal
to do with you; ,for it dwelleth in you, and will work, and that some,
times at an awful rate. And you wiU find, if your heart be right wit~
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God, that you will have TItany trials and temptations, conflicts and
sorrows to bear;, many battll:)s to ,fight, and, I may add, victories, to
gain. You' are, a poor, defenceless sheep, ,surrounde~ by wolves, and
as such need all the care ftnd ,defence of the Good Shepherd.
You are a ship'in a stormy sea, where winds and waves, are all contrary
and therefore need an all-wise and able pilot to take you safe into
harbour. It is in this, way that we learn that" we are saved by
C1uist's ,life."
,
And do bear in mind the wm:d/?, " much more"; for how they show
the fulness and certainty of this salvation; "If when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of His sin, much more, being
reconciled, we 'shall be saved by His life." It is as if the apostle would
sl!'y, "The greatest, the hardest, the most difficult part of the work,
is already done; a!1dif the main task has been accomplished in the
reconciliati?n of enemies, how much easier, so to speak, must be the
salvation of friends.. Thus there is the fullest assurance that all who
we're reconciled shall be saved; for if a. dying Christ reconciled them,
a living Christ will save them. Oh, to feel the pow~r of this death and
this life-this death to reconcile, this life to save! And how an
experimental knowledge of this death and this life opens up heavenly
communications between Christ and the soul; makes religion a living
reality; causes the Bible to shine forth as a book filled with ever new
, and ever glorious truths. How, too, a living experience of this kind
separates from the world, and from everything which intervenes
between Christ and th,e soul. If your feet are in this blessed path there
i~ no difficulty that you can meet with beyond the strength of the Lord
Jesus Christ to overcome;' no temptatioD.'can attack you, no'tiial
await you, no enemy assault you which He~annot defeat. Nor is
there a single thing on earth or hell which can harm you if. you are only
looking to the Lord Jesus Christ, and deriving supplies of grace and
strength out of Hil!1. This reconciliation and this Salvation thousands
have proved; and why not you ~,
,
, With this parting question, in the hope you may take it home to
your own breast and find the answer planifested there, I shall leave
the subject before us in the hands of the blessed Spirit to do with it
what seemeth good in His sight; and if He attend it with the unction
,{If His grace, all praise and glory be ascribed to a Triune God, Father,
Son, and' Holy Spirit now and evermore.
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«, As you sit, as you walk, as you take an airing, you may cultivate
an intimacy' with heaven; you may carry on a correspondence' with'
a:od, you may hold silent intercourse with the Spirit of grace. Every
sigh, if directed to Him, is a prayer; every tear, shed for 'sin is a sott
{If obl~tion, acceptable to Him in Christ, and shall be noted in His
book,. Yet" not the sighs we breathe, nor the tears we pour, are our
justifying merit; but the sigh, the tears, the obedience, the death
{If His co-eternal Son:"-Toplady.
'
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SEBMONETTE.
THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS FROM THE
DEAD.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" If tlwu shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath' raised Himfrom the dead, thou shalt be
saved."-ROMANS x. 9.

THOUGH there were no other Scriptures to support it, it is quite clear
from the above text that the Apostle Paul believed in the Deity of
Christ, and in His physical resurrection from the dead. "~f ~hou shalt
confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord (R.V.), and believe in thine heart
that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." It is
equally plain that if men do not believe. these truths, they cannot be
saved., "Neither is there Salvation in any other'" (than "Jesus'
Christ, of Nazareth, Whom God raised from the dead "). "For there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved," are the words of Peter, " filled with the Holy Ghost" (see
Acts iv. 8-12). The best man who ever lived, could not by any act
of his, even that of laying down his life, save sinners. of mankind. "No
man can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom
for him ,,' (Ps. xlix. 7). A lost sinner needs an Almighty Saviour. And
such is Christ Jesus; Perfect God, and Perfect Man.
And if Christ died, but did not rise again, He cannot be a Saviour, for
as 1 Corinthians xv. 17, 18 says, " If Christ be not raised, your faith is
vain (to no purpose); ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which,
are fallen asleep.in Christ are perished."
Those who regard Jesus as a Great Teacher, a great Example, but
deny His Godhead, and that He made expiation for the sins of sinners
of mankind, and that God raised Him from the dead, are" yet in their
. "
sms.
. .
.
The present season, Easter, is intended to remind us of Christ's
resurrection from the dead, in which is involved the future resurrection
of all that believe on Him. "If in this life only we have hope in Christ,
we are of all men most to be pitied."
The whole of Christianity stands or falls on the truth or otherwise,
of the Resurrection of Christ.
'.
A scholar recently wrote ina religious magazine: "He (Christ) dies,
and rises from the dead, a victor, when all seemed defeat. His resurrection is better attested than one~half that which men count true history,
simply as history. Other features seal it with the seal of certainty."
I may mention just one of these features, viz., the fact that in spite of
all the precaution His enemies took to secure the tomb, it was found
empty, and the dead body of Jesus was never produced. . . . It could
not be, for" Christ is risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of
them that slept" (1 Cor. xv. 20).
This blessed certainty is the ground of the Believers'. Confidenc~,
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that his sins are forgiven, and that, though he q,ie, he will be raised
again, "For if we believe that' Jesus died and rose again, even so them
,also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him" (i.e., by resurrection
from 'the dead) (1 Thessalonians iv. 14; and compare Hebrews xiii. 20).

"I AM WITH .YOU TO SAVE."

~\

'!

.'

,1\ "

IT was morning, and having finished my daily readings I longed for
just something more from Himself, though I had had so many precious
suggestions from the writings of, His own people as well as from His
Word of truth .in the Holy Scriptures. So I looked in a box of roll
texts to seek for yet another special assurance. Opening the little
roll the words were, " I am with you alway." The words were well
known, and had time after time been" a very present help," sent by
Him Who knows the past, the present, and the future of all the
longing hearts before Him. It was like a refreshing draught, and
often as assurance has been given us in the past, yet the thirsty " soul
that on Jesus' hath leaned for repose" is always wanting more.
Assurances have been proved over and over again; yet one thirsts for
more. So I took another one, and my heart glowed with joy as I read
it. "I am with you to save you" (Jer. xlii. ll). Without going into
the context to trace the circumstances it was, though isolated from the
previous assurance, yet a blessed sequel to " I am with you alway,"
the one giving the time ~nd the other the object. Am...,-am with you,
always means now, dear child of God, and the pUrpose-to save you,
not destroy. Couple them together, and you will find more and more
the sweetness of them.
When all things are going well with us in temporal matters, how
much inclined are we in spiritual matters also to settle down contentedly.
We feast upon the sweetness and calm, "the little heaven below,"
just as the disciples did at the Transfiguration. Peter said (St. Matt.
xvii. 4), ~' Lord, it is good for us to be here: if Thou wilt, let us make
here three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for
Elias." What a bright dream, but "while he yet spake, 'behold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold a Voice out of,the
cloud, Which said, This is My beloved Son in Whom lam well
pleased: hear ye Him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on
their face, and were sore afraid."
We can imagine the sudden revulsion from joyful planning to fear.
Jesus saw it. He undei;.stood the love, the motive, the proposition.
Did He reproach? No. "Jesus came and touched them, and said,
Arise, and be not afraid." One imagines that tender touch, the
soothing voice, the reassuring words, " Arise, and be not afraid."
Then the sequel. "And when they had lifted up their eyes, they
saw no man, save Jesus only." And, that sight was salvation, joy,
and safety. "They came down from the motmtain;" Jesus came
down with them.
u
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It was a "bright cloud that overshadowed them" during their
talking with Jesus, and their loving proposal to Him to make three
tabernacles. Yes, it was a bright cloud and so full of gracious assurance. Do' notice the bright clouds, dear reader, and' their signals
in our lives now. We plan, and He plans, and His beloved people will
always find,
" His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."

There are bright clouds in nature and in grace. My Spirit-taught
reader will readily understand the expression, There have been
clouds very often under bright conditions, up on mountains, experiences
down in valleys of grief. How often dear Dr. Doudney, our beloved
and now gl9rified Editor, used to speak of ballast-the' need for
safety. How often after what some have called" overweights of joy"
there hll8 been brought a needed balancing-" Dost thou know the
balancing of the clouds, the wondrous works of Him which is perfect
in knowledge ~ " (Job xxxvii. 16). Ah! these" ups and downs" in
our lives are the loving planning and wise arrangements of the Lover
of souls, a Lover Who gave Himself for us, exceeding all other loves.
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" Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise,
All my times are in Thy Hand,
All events at Thy command."

11

These are very strange days-days in which many hearts are failing
for fear and for the things which are coming on the earth. But fear
not, little flock, your Redemption draweth nigh. He will come and
save us. We are His property, and He is almighty, and He is ever
watchful, ever ldving. Life," hid with Christ in God," " complete in
Him," is everlasting. " Your wants shall be His care." Rejoice in
Him always.
NETTIE.

THE ROMISH CHARACTER OF THE OXFORD
MOVEMENT.
The Church Times of Feb. 3rd last, in a leading article, made the
following statement in regard to the aims of the Oxford Movement :" Pusey and Keble fought for the Eucharistic Sacrifice and Eucharistic.adoration, for the recovery of the habit of Sacramental Confession,
for the restoration in the Church of England of monks and nuns. When
the faithful assemble this summer in London, in Oxford, in a dozen,
other places, to recall the Tractarians, they will have these things in
mind. It would be an offence at once to their memory, and to the
consciences of Churchmen not yet led to the knowledge of the Catholic
faith, to pretend that this is not so."
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DEVOTION IN DAYS OF DECLENSION.
By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the
Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written befote Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon His name. And they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts,
in that day when I make up My jewels."-MALACHI iii. 16, 17.

MALACHI-the last of the prophets-lived in days of awful declension.
We know nothing of his ancestry, and have no particulars concerning
himself. He appeared in the midst of Israel as God's messenger
with a suddenness similar to that of Elijah. Evidently he prophesied
subsequently to the restoration, for, as is indiceted in the chapters
of this short book, the altar was standing, the sacrifices, the solemn
feasts were going on, and the temple was rebuilt. It appears that
he was contemporary with Nehemiah. Thus the declension occurred
after a signal manifestation of Divine favour and shows how soon the
people forgot the works of the Lord. Malachi means' My Messenger,'
and the message he had to deliver was intensely solemn. The people
were reminded of the special favours that God had bestowed upon
them, and were reproved for their want of reverence; their sins were
denounced and judgment threatened. God, however, was mindful
of His faithful followers, and to them He sent words of comfort. The
prophet was enabled to penet,rate the dense clouds, and concluded
his message with an announcement of the advent of Christ.
In the verses which stand at the head of this paper we have presented
to our notice
DEVOTION IN DAYS OF DECLENSION.
Our attention is directed to the conditions prevailing' at the time
of the prophet's message: "THEN they that feared the Lord," etc.
There was a general apostasy of priests and people. Leaders and
led had turned aside-had forsaken the right way. It were indeed
to be deplored if, while the priests remained faithful and the prophets
prophesied truly, the people refused' to hearken to. their words and
observe the commands 'of God; and it were equally to be deplored
if, while the people enquired after the good way, priests and prophets
failed in their fidelity, prophesied falsely and profaned the sanctuary.
But when the prophets prophesy falsely, and the people love to have
it so-when the priests' lips pervert knowledge, and the people are
satisfied-the case is inexpressibly sad and deplorable.
The offence was greatly aggravated inasmuch as it was in the face
of special favours recently bestowed upon them.
It will be well to note some of the reasons which called forth st1'ong
wotds of rep1"Oof. Those who should have instructed the people,
instead of imparting a knowledge of God's Word, caused many to
stumble at the law. They offered polluted bread upon the altar and
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were unwilling to perform the smallest service without reward. They
sought their own profit rather than the honour of Him whose servants
they professed to be. The commands of the Lord were neglected,
His service had become a weariness. They oppressed the hireling in
his wages, the widow and the fatherless; and turned aside the stranger
from. his right, and feared not the Lord. Truly a sad picture of an
awful declension.
.
What shall we say to these things? There is always the danger
of magnifying the events of our own times, but surely some parallel
can be traced. What. nation has been so favoured as ours? Upon
what people have so many benefits been conferred? In how many
instances has the Lord interposed on her behalf? Yet, when one
looks around, how appalling is_ the indifferenc~ to the claims of God.
The Lord's Day is becoming more and more a public holiday, and
men seem "mad on pleasure bent." And, while not shutting our
eyes to the'large number of earnest Christians in our midst; to the
testimony for truth and righteousness which is given; to the stirring
protests which are made; and the concern of many godly souls,
yet when we turn our thoughts to the professing Church what do we
find? One writer truly says, "Men who deny the inspiration of the
Scriptures and repudiate evangelical truth have the audacity to call
themselves ministers of Christ. Churches abound whose so-called
standard of appe.al is not the authority and word of Christ, but the
opinion of the ' higher critics' and the views of the clever and cultured
thinker who occupies the pUlpit." He might have added that the
blight of worldliness has settled upon many professing Christians,
questionable places of amusement are patronized, the Lord's Day is
made a day for paying and receiving calls; and instead of seeking
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, these things are
relegated to the background, while the "other things" have the
premier position.
But our thoughts are
DIRECTED TO A DISTINCTION.

Notwithstanding the general apostasy there was a remnant who
were found still faithful to the Lord. It has ever been so. In the
dark days preceding the Reformation the Waldenses and others stood
fast. When Elijah thought he alone was left,the Lord assured him
that there were seven thousand who had not bowed to Baal. Even
so is it now. Such godly souls are confined to no one section of the
Christian Church.
There are two characteristics mentioned as distinguishing those
saints of old, and these will ever mark out the truly godly. They
feared the Lord; they thought upon His name. This was no slavish
fear, but a holy reverence of Jehovah. They stood in contrast to
the rest. There was a profound regard for the authority of the Lord.
So now to many the word of Christ is more than all besides. His
word outweighs all other authority, no matter how great the name
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may be. They respected His commands, and,though these may run
counter to the general current, the inquiry is still made, " Lord what
wilt thou have me to do 1" for it is felt, "we ought to obey God
rather than man." They had a regard for the honour of Him who
hath said, " Them that honour Me I will honour." And the Spirittaught soul will ever recognize that "he who honoureth the Son
honoureth the Father likewise," but he who honoureth not the Son
honoureth not the Father."
They thought upon His name. They highly esteemed the Lord as
revealed in His word, and delighted to think upon Him as just and
merciful, holy and loving; and still the saint sings,
Jesus I love Thy charming name
'Tis music to my ear j
Fain would I sound it out so loud
That heaven and earth might hear.
THEIR bEVOTION IS

r

r
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next brought to our notice. They spake often one to another. Finding
delight in communion with God they prized the communion of saints.
Speaking with God they loved to speak about God. The bliss of private
devotion made them prize the fellowship of godly souls.
It would seem as though the declension drove them closer together.
They sought the company of congenial spirits; they walked together,
for they were agreed; they feared, they thought upon the Lord.
A man is known by the company he keeps, arid these saints were
glad to get together for spiritual intercourse.
It would also appear that sympathy imparted freedom to their
communications. There was no hesitancy in conversing upon the
things uppermost in their minds. Religion. was not a barred topic.
Evidently their converse was upon the things of God, for the Lord
approved their conversation and deemed the fact worthy of .record.
They spoke often one to another. We are not told what were the
themes upon which they' dwelt. Surely' they were such as God's
righteous claims, the signs of the times, the wondrous forbearance of
God, the glorious promises of future brightness, the coming of the
promised One, even Christ our Lord. And could they converse on
such subjects as these without their hearts being stirred so that they
would echo the cry of Habakkuk, " 0 Lord, revive Thy work."
We observe also
THE LORD'S GRACIOUS REGARD.

" And the Lord hearkened; and heard it, and a book of remembrance
was written before Him." Just as kings chronicled important events
in their reigns, God is represented as chronicling this as worthy of
being preserved in the records of His Kingdom. . These saints enjoyed
God's approval, however much they may have been despised by their
fellow-countrymen. Blessed statement!·" The Lord hearkened."
He was present with them as they conversed, listening with pleasure
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to their communications one to another. He heard-heard with
approval, and honour was to be put upon them. The day of manifestation would come. God would number those that were precious
to Him-count up His jewels,and then should it be seen that the
Lord was theirs and they were His.
It is a great mercy to be kept true in the time of declension. The
condition of things to-day brings vividly before the mind what the
apostle says concerning the last days. Yet still are there those,
thank God a numerous company, who fear the Lord and think upon
His name. May we be so impressed with the seriousness of the aspect
that there may be a drawing together in faithful testimony and
separation from. the world, a drawing together in heart fellowship upon
Divine matters, a drawing together that as with one voice there may
go up to Him, Who alone can effect it, the prayer, " 0 Lord, revive
Thy work."
J ,

HAVE YE COUNTED THE COST?
IN Luke xiv. 25 we read that there went great multitudes with the
Lord, and He turned and told them that, if they were to come to Him,
they must hate father, mother, wife, children, brethren and sisters,
and their own lives also, or else they could not be His disciples. Moreover there was a cross to bear that went with d.iscipleship. As if to
say that discipleship was an individual matter, altogether by itself
in solitariness: no surname would help, no upbringing would suffice,
no fellowship could bear the weight, and no innate or native condition
either, or outward profession; but, when all was renounced, the
undressed soul that followed Him was to be burdened with an unearth1y
weight. Had they counted the cost? the Lord in effect said to the
multitudes, for it was no every-day or trifling matter. Were they to
begin to build a tower only to find presently that their means were
insufficient, or enter on .a fight without considering the strength of
the enemy?· So, the Lord said to the many who essayed to follow
Him, "Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath,
he cannot be my disciple." The Lord says, "Follow Me," and with
one look, one word, one life-giving breath, His called ones have entered
into an everlasting Cove;n.ant with Him. It has been impossible for
them to wait, or to resist: they love Him, because He first loved them,
and love counts no costs. The multitude throngs: and one, fearing
and trembling, touches. The Lord says of His people, I remember
thee, the kindness of thy youth, when thou wentest after Me, in a
land that was not sown. Father, mother, brethren, sisters, and last
of all self, are already renounced iri favour of a better Friend when the
soul is made alive by the word of the blessed Spirit. He commands,
and His word is resistless: the Altogether Lovely One must be, found
and followed. It is not in the multitude, it is by revelation that a
living fellowship begins ; and it is not so much that they are able to
drink of Christ's cup, as that they certainly shall drink of it and be
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baptized with His baptism. If Peter had been asked, "Have ye
counted the cost, have ye counted the cost ~ " he would have said,
yes, he was able to go to prison and to death with the Lord. But he
could not pay. He had no might against the great army that came
against him, his ten thousand failed ~im before the twenty thousand
of the enemy. The Lord paid the cost, and His precious servant and
disciple followed Him afterwards, loving Him, even as He was loved,
to the end. I was thinking that Christ's followers, those who have
been told by Him as Matthew was, "Follow Me "-without any
strength, and resources, any encouragement that the world could lend
them, these by Divine grace subdue kingdoms, work righteousness,
stop the mouths of lions, quench the violence of fire.
It is not to themselves that the praise of victory belongs, and not to
one who sent them a warfare on their own charges, but it belongs to
One Who, loving them, called them; and, pitying them, redeemed
them; Who stood by them and strengthened them, and delivered
them day by day, preserving them through fire and flood to His
heavenly kingdom.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE POWER OF HOLY SCRIPTURE.
AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. J. K. POPHAM, AT THE ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY, BRIGHTON, ON
THURSDAY EVENING, OOTOBER 20TH, 1932, AND REPRINTED
FROM The Friendly Oompanion.
I SUPPOSE that all of us believe in the inspir,ation, verbal inspiration,
of Holy Scripture, rendering it inerrant, infallible, that its every word
is inspired, that wicked deeds related here were related by direct
inspiration of the Holy Ghost. Taking this for granted, one has no
need to make any further observation on that most important point.
1. I would like just to make one or two observations about the
power of Holy Scripture. There is power when the Spirit of Christ,
Who inspired the Scripture, takes of it and applies it to any purpose,
in either a person or a Church. To a child of God, or in regard to
a reprobate, there is power. It can never be turned aside. It always
goes straight to that point to which it is directed. Clothed in His
light, and armed with His own power, the Scripture goes to its ordained
point or object. "He sent out His Word," we read. What for ~ To
heal the sick people to whom He sent it. "He sent out His Word
and healed them," and they wet~ healed, it could not fail of its purpose.
Now the power of the Word is expressed thus: "Is not My Word
like a fire ~" This expresses force: the fire consumes. It is sent to
consume the self-righteousness of a redeemed person, and fire produces
ashes, and the ashes fit the person for the beauty of Christ, for He
is sent to " give beauty for ashes." Self-righteous people resist as far
as they can. That is to say, when one is brought under the teaching
of the Spirit, and God will consume his self-righteousness, he goes
about as much as he, possibly can to establish his own righteousness;
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but the fire does its appointed work. One word comes; and if that
seems insufficient, another comes, and yet another. As one has
expressed it in other terms: "If one blow is not sufficient, God deals
another." If He will reduce you, if He will reduce me, to that state
by the Spirit of burning and of judgment we shall come into the ashes.
2. The Scripture is likened also to a hammer: "Is not My Word
like a hammer, to break the rock in pieces 1" Men have stony, rocky
hearts, and would, if possible, resist Jehovah. "But who hath resisted
His will 1 " Those of us to whom the Word has been made a hammer
have reason, yea, everlasting reason, to thank God that He would not
be put off, or turned aside from His work, by our ignorant cries. It
is great to be under the power of God's Word, so that what is in
opposition to His will is broken down. Proud reason is broken, and
the man comes into that Scripture: "If any man 'will be wise in this
world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise." Proud, haughty
spirits come down under the power of the Word of God, and wild
. affections are restrained, and gathered up by the power of God's holy
Word.
3. The Scripture is also used to sanctify. Christ's prayer,_ you
will remember, is "Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy Word
is truth." This sanctification is different from that vamped-up
holiness men boast of. When the Word comes-the Word of grace,
of life, of mercy, of peace, of truth, it has such an effect on the heart
as to gather and set apart for God the favoured person in his affections,
his will, his judgment, his desires, his designs. He is sanctified.
As you know, the word signifies " to set apart," to set apart from a
common to a particular use. Wherever God graciously goes to a
sinner (He came to call sinners to repentance), then He sets up that
great work of sanctification. Not the bettering of fallen nature, but
the setting apart of the sinful person for His own glory.
4. Also the Scripture is for nourishment. Jeremiah said: "Thy
words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto
me the joy and rejoicing of my heart." Well, that is wonderful. That
teaches a man that he " does not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live." It
is a great~hing to have this word that will nourish you in any circumstances. You come into a trouble that scatters you, or self-will comes,
or a spirit of rejection of the cross. You say you cannot bear it, and
perhaps you say you won't bear it. But God says, "You shall."
And how does He do it 1 He takes of His Word, and by His good
Spirit drops it into the heart, and the sinner, instead of saying, "I
won't," says, "Lord, may I be enabled to take it up." . Instead of
saying, "I cannot bear it," he says, "I can do all things through
Christ that strengtheneth me." The Word nourishes faith: "Nourished up in the words of faith and good doctrine."
5. It is also joy and rejoicing: "Thy words were found, and I
did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
my heart." If God tells you that He loves you, that will be joy to
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you. If He tells you that some affliction that is on you is sent, not in
anger, butin His love, His Covenant love, that will be joy and rejoicing.
Why, you will lose your trouble,even though you have to carry it,
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.
6. The Scripture is also a lamp, a lamp to the feet to guide, to tell
you which way to go, to open to your view dangers which, by that
view of them, you may escape. It is good to have the Word of God
to guide you.
Well, iri these things Holy Scripture is. just the Book, and if, by
means of the Trinitarian Bible Society, one copy of the Scriptures
falls into the hand of a redeemed person, no matter where, it accomplishes a wonderful purpose and is worthy of support. Let us remember
what the Word of God is. It is His Own Word. I like the word
"verbal." To make the Scripture the Word of God and infallible,
it must be a verbal inspiration. Think of it! An employer has a
secretary. Some unimportant letter has to be answered, and the
master says, " Say so-and-so," and gives him a correct form, but leaves
the particular words to the secretary. He has an important matter
to deal with. The secretary sits at his side, and the master dictates
every word; so though the hand that wrote the letter was the hand of
the secretary, the words were the words of the master. God chose
instruments, inspired writers; but as Jeremiah, as Ezekiel, and as the
prophets said generally and apostles, "The Word of the Lord came to
me," " The Word of the Lord came expressly to me," not thoughts
for me to express as I might choose, not doctrines which I might put
in my own form, but words, the very words of the living God. We
should treasure this Book. The Modernist takes it out of our hand.
" Ah," he says, " some parts of it are inspired." I say to him, " Will
you assure me what parts are inspired 1 How can you 1 If only a
part of this verse is inspired, will you tell me how you know that the
other part is not 1 If some part of the Holy Word is not inspired,
how am I to know that any part is 1" We must receive the Word as
the whole Word, or not at all. If I believed what the Modernist says,
I should throw my Bible away. I should have no use for it. To
whom do you think God will allocate the guilt of very much of the
Sabbath-breaking to-day 1 I believe God will allocate much of
the guilt of Sabbath-breaking to the teaching of the Modernist in the
pulpit, for he is doing his utmost to destroy in the minds of the people
respect for the Scriptures. If he makes me believe that the whole
Bible is not inspired, but only some parts of it, why should I respect
any part of it 1 Sin c0I!1es by the law. That is to say, " Where no
law is, there is no transgression." And if the Sabbath, the Lord's day
that we have, is not of Divine institution, why should we observe it 1
You may see how the Scripture thus dealt with will bring you to disrespect and disregard the Word of God. By this men are to be judged,
by this they are to be justified, by this they are to be condemned,
by this they will reach heaven or be' consigned to hell.-Quarterly
Record of the Trinitarian Bible Society.
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THE" LIFTING UP" OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.
My young readers will all remember reading in St. John iii. that a ruler
of the Jews, named Nicodemus, sought the Lord Jesus by night to ask
Him to explain some spiritual matters which puzzled his mind. Towards
the end of the conversation Jesus reminded him of an incident recorded
in the Scriptures, which took place whilst the children of Israel wer~
journeying through the wilderness. Nicodemus of course knew the
story quite well. As a punishment for their murmuring against God
and against Moses, fiery serpents were sent amongst the people, which
bit them, and maIfY of the people of Israel died.
In their distress they begged Moses to pray for them, which he did,
and the Lord had compassion on them, but gave what must have
seemed to them a stranger answer to his prayer. A serpent of brass
was to be made and put on a pole where all could see it, and the people
. were bidden to look at it. When any poor afflicted person obeyed the
command, the poison'immediately left his body, and he was healed.
What joy and gr!,titude to God for His mercy and His marvellous
provision would be felt by those who were delivered from such a death!
There was no power to save in the serpent of brass. The thing was
destroyed 700 years later by good king Hezekiah when he was cleansing
the land from idolatry. We read that he called it "Nehushtan," which
in the margin is " a piece of brass" (2 Kings xviii. 5).
The Lord Jesus told Nicodemus that "as Moses lift.ed up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have eternal life." In
these remarkable words the Lord foretold that He would one day be
lifted up on the cross of Calvary to be crucified-put to a shameful
death asa man of awful character. The pure, sinless Son of God was
to be arrested, scourged, treated with cruel contempt, and then lifted
up on to the cross to die. But why 1 It was because He had compassion on lost sinners, totally unable to do anything to save themselves,
utterly lost and ruined. He came into the world to save sinners, and
all who believingly look to Him, trusting in His precious blood, may
be certain that they shall not perish, but have eternal life. Oh! the
amazing grace and love which shine forth when anyone sees by the
Holy Spirit's teaching that the Lord Jesus was lifted up for him or
he11. Has the Holy Spirit shown you your lost condition, and enabled
you to believingly look to Jesus 1
In the early days of the China Inland Mission, a cotton merchant,
who was a leading Buddhist in the city of Ningpo, went into a preaching
hall, and heard Hudson Taylor speak on this subject. He was intensely
interested as he heard for the first time of the serpent of brass, and of
the life, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy
Spirit brought home the truth to his heart, and at the close, looking
round upon the audience, he said: "I have long sought the Truth,as
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did my father before me, but without finding it. I have travelled far
and near, but have' never searchedit out. In Confucianism, Buddhism,
Taoism, I have found no rest; but Ido find rest in what I have heard
to-night. Henceforward I am a believer in Jesus."
" Lifted up was He to die,
I It is finished' was His cry:
Now in Heaven exalted high:
Hallelujah t what a Saviour."

E. A. H.
TRAM-CARS IN EDINBURGH ON THE LORD'S DAY.
IN the autumn of 1929 a lady and her husband paid their first visit to
Edinburgh. They spent a fortnight in that beautiful city. The lady
made frequent purchases at a grocer's shop, and on one occasion the
following conversation took place between the lady and the grocerthe day being Saturday.
Grocer: "What Church are you going to to-morrow 1 The cars will
carry you directly to any Church in the city."
_
Lady: "They won't carry us. We never use the cars on Sunday."
Grocer: "Oh, I was just as strong as you about the Sabbath when I
came to Edinburgh, and I remember that the first time I used the tramcar on Sunday I lost my purse."
The lady was just leaving the shop. Several assistants were standing
near, and listening to the conversation. As the lady was leaving she
turned and said, " And you didn't learn your lesson! "
On one of the two Sundays that the lady and her husband were in.
Edinburgh they had some conversation with another lady as they were
leaving the Church to which they had walked. This other lady told
them that a famous popUlar Presbyterian preacher was preaching that
night at Leith, and suggested that they should go and hear him. They
said that to do so would involve the use of a tram-car, and for that
reason they could not conscientiously go. "0," said the lady, who
lived less than a mile away, " I always use the tram-cars on Sunday."
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following two letters have just reached me from
two missionaries to sailors, and show how much the literature is valued
for placing on board ships. No. 1 : "Many thanks for the parcels of
literature which arrived here yesterday afternoon. It is indeed kind
of you to render such periodical !J.ssistance in this way, which enables
me to place into the hands of seamen Christian reading bringing before
them Christ and His salvation. I should .also value your prayers in
this effort to further the cause of Christ amongst the men." No. 2 :
" I thank you for your letter, also a further supply of Gospel books and
magazines, which I can assure you is very much appreciated by me.
It is thoughtful of you to remember us in this way, and I am sure the
books will be of great help and service for the welfare of the men on
board the various ships that visit here. May God bless your good
work." A friend desires me to acknowledge a parcel of Gospel SermonS
and Tracts by .Mr. W. Wileman, which I· do with much gratitude.
They will be most useful to us in the spread of the Gospel.
.
Yours sincerely,
21, F~rfield Street, Totterdown,
R E BRIDER
Bristol,4, March, 1933.
'"
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BACK TO THE BIBLE
IN REGARD TO THE PLACE OF WORSHIP.
(BY THE EDITOR.)
CATHEDRALS, Churches and Chapels are spoken of as places of worship.
In some of these buildings, no doubt, real worship ascends to God
from those who draw nigh unto God in spirit and in truth. Many,
however, regard a Church as the house of God,the earthly dwelling
place of the most High. They sing,
"We love the place, 0 GOD,
Wherein Thine honour dwells;
The joy of Thine abode
All earthly joy excels."
They speak of Churches as sanctuaries. Some even call the
chancel a sanctuary. Presumably they regard the chancel as the
holy of holies and the rest of the Church as the holy place. All this is
really a going back to Judaism, and it is a failure to accept fully the
truth suggested by the inspired words, "He taketh away the first,
that He may establish the second." It is perfectly true that under
the old Covenant there was a temple, or house of the Lord, in which the
Lord's presence was symbolically localized.
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First, there was a tabernacle which God instructed Moses to make,
that He might dwell among His people. This moveable structure was
replaced by a more permanl;1nt building, the temple which Solomon
was instructed to build at Jerusalem. In that temple God symbolically
dwelt between the cherubim. A veil divided the holy place from
the most holy. The ordinary priests were permitted to enter always
into the' holy place, accomplishing the service. of God, but the high
priest alone was permitted to enter the holy of holies, and he only once
a year, and" not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for
the errors of the people." The Holy Ghost signified by this that the
way into the holiest was not yet made manifest. When our great
High Priest died, however, the veil of the temple was rent in twain
from the top to the bottom.. He was a minister of the heavenly
Sanctuary. He exercised His priestly functions in connection with
"the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man." He, by
His Own blood, entered in once into the holy place of heaven. He, on
the cross offered Himself without spot to God, and secured by His
once-for-all-offering the full, free, and eternal forgiveness of all
His believing people. The way into the holiest is now made manifest.
Not an earthly priest merely, as was Aaron, but all believers, all the
members -of the royal priesthood, may now enter the holiest. They
may enter it, not merely on one day in the year, but every day and at
all times. They have " boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus." The holy place, however, into which they enter is not
located in a Cathedral, or in a Church or Chapel, but it is heaven itself.
Christ entered not into the holy places made with hands. They were
but" the figures of the true." He" entered into heaven itself, now
to appear in the presence of God for us:" Into tha.t same holy place
His people enter. To the throne of grace there set up they draw near.
It follows that there are now no holy places on earth. The temple, its
priests, and sacrifices, are abolished. No building now can rightly be
called the house of God. No humanly-erected structure, however
grand a,nd costly, can now be called God's earthly dwelling-place.
God's presence is not now localized in any building. The magnificent
and costly places of worship erected in medireval times were built
a~ a result of an erroneous idea. The great truth that the temple, its
ministry, and services, were only typical, was forgotten or not understood. This serious error still prevails. We once heard a prominent
Evangelical clergyman speak of the chancel of his Church as a sanctuary
or holy place.. If we go back to the Bible, and are guided by its teachings, we shall cease to call any building a house or dwelling place of
God. We shall remember that God's living people alone are God's
house or temple. They" are built up a spiritual house." They are
" the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My
people."
Moreover, God's true people are not dependent on any particular
place in which to worship Him. Their real place of worship is heaven.
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The Object of their worship is invisible,and the place where they
worship is invisible. The character of their worship is. spiritual. No
priests, no vestments, no altars, no candles, no crosses, no flowers, no
grand processions, are associated with the heavenly place where the
true worshippers gather. It is a heavenly place where they worship.
They enter the holiest, that is to say, they enter heaven itself. Heaven
is God's throne, and to God's throne they repair for worship. The
true worshippers worship the Father Who sits on His throne in heaven,
and they worship Him in spirit and in truth.
The place where believers worship is approached through the One
Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. He is the way,
the truth, and the life. No man cometh to the Father, but by Him.
The ground of approach is the blood of Jesus. They" enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus." That blood represents His obedience
unto death. It represents His life laid down. It represents His
once-for-all and never-to-be-repeated Sacrifice. It represents His
substitutionary work on behalf of and in the stead of His people.
Through His merits they draw near to obtain mercy and to find grace
to help in time of need. Those who come unto God by Him, experience
always Christ's ability to save and bless them.
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THERE are upwards of a thousand aged pilgrims who are regularly
receiving pensions from the Society, nearly 200 of whom are dwelling
in the eight Homes of the Society. In the help afforded them these
aged believers see the good hand of GQd toward them, and praise is
called forth for His faithfulness to His promises. The Committee
warmly appreciate the continued co-operation of Subscribers and
Donors, and thank the friends who kindly collected at the Christmas
Season. They would like to see the list of s,ubscribers increased.
Subscriptions, however small, will be heartily acknowledged.
The Committee hope to meet a large number of supporters at the
Annual Meeting, which is to be held on May 5th, in Caxton Hall,
Westminster.
The April number of the Quarterly Record will give particulars of
the various meetings, and a copy will be sent on application.
Services on behalf of the Society will be held at Castlegate Chapel,
Grantham, on April 30th.
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WHO IS YOUR PRIEST ~ By the Rev. Wilfred M. Hopkins. Pp. 14.
Price Id., or 6/- per 100. (Protestant Truth Society, 3 and 4,
St. Paul's Churchyard, London, KC.4.)
An excellent booklet, uncompromising in its attitude towards Sacerdotalism. Neatly got up and suitable for enclosing in letters.
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PORTRAITS OF JESqS. By Rev. J. C. Carlisle, D.D. Pp. 122. Price
3/6 net. (Religious Tract Society, 4, Bouverie Street, London,
E.C.4.)
This volume has for its frontispiece what purports to be a portrait
of Christ, and there are several other representations of Christ healing
the sick, washing the disciples' feet, etc., etc.
The volume, however, is composed of pen pictures of Christ. The
author thinks" it is improbable that all the great characters of the
period (of our Lord's ministry) would have been represented in portraiture, save Jesus" (p. 13). No authentic portrait, however, has
come down to us, and we believe it is well that we have no genuine
picture of Christ in human form. We feel that so-called pictures of
Christ are an encouragement to the sin of idolatry, and it would be well
if no such pictures were in use amongst professing Christians. The
twelve chapters which make up this book seem to us to contain much
that is strange, fanciful, and that lacks the old Evangelical ring.
On page 12 the author says, "The difference between Jesus and
Confucius, Buddha and the rest, is the difference of degree'?' lie
says, " Is it not permissible to think of the days when Jesus was at
the carpenter's bench in Joseph's shop, and to imagine that the children came to Him with their broken toys to be mended 1 Did the boy
with tearful eyes bring the broken boat that would no longer sail upon
the lake 1 Did the girl bring the camel withol),t a head 1 " (Pp. 12
and 91). This is pure imagination,.and we think it is best to be content
with what has been recorded in the inspired narrative. On page 26
he says, "We are all believers, even if we are unbelievers." "Any
man who would spend ten minutes(with Jesus Christ every morning
might be a saint" (p. 41). But surely the saints are those who are
sanctified by God the Holy Ghost.
On p. 100 we read, " This is what Peter wrote, and he,is a very good
authority." But ought we not to say that Peter was infallibly inspired
by the Spirit when he wrote his Epistl(;ls, not merely that" he is a
very good authority 1 "
On page 114 the author describes" what is called the Second Coming
of Christ" as " .an unfortunate word: it might as well be the third,
fourth, fifth or fiftieth coming." But surely Christ Himself sai(i,
" I will come again," and the Epistle to the Hebrews says, "Unto
them that look for Him shall He appear the second time without sin
unto salvation." How can that be an unfortunate word which is
Scriptural 1
On p. 117 the writer says, " In the New Testament it is quite clear
that Paul and the rest thought that Jesus was coming in their lifetime."
We strongly dissent frQm that statement. Our Lord Himself foretold
Peter's death and Peter expected it. (See John xxi. 18, 19; 2 Pet.
i. 13; 14.) Moreover the Apostle John Himself recorded this prediction
of our Lord. Paul, too, expected his death (Phil. iii. 11; 2 Tim.
iv. 6-8).
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SAND OR ROCK. By Edith Goreham. Pp. 94. Price k
net.
(Thynne & Co. Ltd., Whitefriars Street, Fleet Street, London,
E.C.4.)
This little book consists of twelve chapters which are described as
"Chats with Boys and. Girls about Many Things." The book is
dedicated to D. M. Panton, RA., the Pastor and Friend of the
Authoress. To Mr. Panton's "spiritual influence and faithful teaching" the authoress says she owes" more than words can express."
The theological standpoint of the authoress may be seen by the
following quotations :---:
" God has willed that everyone shall be saved. The Devil has
voted everyone shall be lost. You decide by your own choice whether
you will be saved or lost. Which is it to be 1 " (p. 14).
" As long as Methuselah lived, there was a chance for everyone to
repent and come back to God for forgiveness" (p. 16).
Speaking M the Antedeluvians the writer says, "God gave them
seven more days to repent and go into the ark with Noah and his
family, and so be saved, but not one went." After God had shut the
door, "Their last chance had gone." We do not see how the Authoress
can get this teaching from Scripture: Genesis vi. and vii. show that
the ark was made for the salvation of Noah and his family. All others
were to perish. Noah" prepared an ark to the saving of his house"
(Heb. xi. 7). The Authoress says the people in Noah's time" could
have got into the ark seven days before it (the flood) came" (p. 21).
On page'40 the Authoress says, " In Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, God says He
will give us (the boys and girls to whom she is writing) a new heart."
We think that the context clearly limits the promise of "a new
heart" to His chosen people.
.
..
We would recommend all our readers to meditate humbly and
prayerfully on the following passages of Scripture and their context :. " Which were born, not of blood, nor of the .will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God" (John i. 13).
" OfHis Own will begat He us with the word of truth" (James i. 18).
" No man can come to Me, except the Father Which hath sent Me
draw him."
."
" All that the Father giveth Me shall ~ome to Me." "Thou hast
given Him power overall flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many
as Thou hast given Him" (John vi. 37, 44.; xvii. 2).
" As many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts xiii. 48).
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THEY SHALL NEVER PERISH. By George J. Carr. Pp.11. Price Id.
(From the Author, 7, Blenheim Place, Brighton, Sussex.)
This little booklet very helpfully sets forth the precious truth that
" once in Christ, in Christ for ever." It is suitable for enclosing in
letters. From the s.ame author we have received a four-paged leaflet" Accepted in the Beloved." This is also well worth circulating; The
price is 100 for 2/6.

