THE

GOSPEL MA.GAZINE.
U

COMFORT YE, OOMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, S.!lTH YOUR GOD."

"ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE:'
U JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, A...l\ffi TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No. 820.

}

No. 2020,
{ OLD SERIES.

APRIL, 1934.

NEW SERIES.

~l)f
OR, WORDS

..ifamih}

OF SPIRITUAL

l~ortion;

CAUTION,

COUNSEL, AND

COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our trihulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTmA...~S i. 4.

THE SPURGEON CENTENARY.
" The memory

01 the

j1lst is blessed: but the name
x. 7.
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IT is a natural thing for GOD'S people to call to mind the life, walk,
testimony, and faithfulness of members of GOD'S family who are
now absent from the body, but present with the LORD. The HOLY
GHOST inspired the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews to recall
the faith of such godly men as Abel, Enoch, and Noah; of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob; and of Moses, who by faith chose rather" to
suffer affiiction with the people of GOD, than to enjoy the pleasures
of sin for a season." The same Epistle recalls the faith of many
of the judges, and of such men as Samuel and David. Godly women
such as Sarah and Rahab are also recalled, as possessing "the
faith of GOD'S elect." The devotion of Mary, in anointing her LORD
against the day of His burying, was destined to be told "for a
memorial of her," wherever in the whole world the Gospel should
be preached. All the records of the saints given in the Scriptures
were written for our learning. There are also saints of GOD whose
names do not occur in Scripture. In fact all truly regenerated
people are called "saints" in Scripture. Some of these stand out
prominently in history, and we do well to recall them. John
Wycliffe, John Calvin, John Knox, John Bunyan, and John Owen
were mighty men of GOD. How much may be learned from
reading their lives, and the faithful stand they made for the truth
of GOD. Martin Luther stands out as a man of great faith and
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courage at a time when Europe was in spiritual darkness. He has
been called "the monk that shook the world." Amongst the
Marian martyrs of the sixteenth century we do well to remember
such men as Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and Hooper, John Bradford,
and many others. Instead of reading the trashy literature, now
so abundant, our young people would do well to read the lives of
GOD'S saints. Such reading is both informative and stimulating,
and is calculated to stir us up in these evil times to be more holy
in our walk, and valiant for the truth of GOD.
"The righteous," says the psalmist, "shall be in everlasting
remembrance" (Ps. cxii. 6). Moreover, Solomon says, "The
memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall
rot" (Prov. x. 7). It is a happy thing to recall to our memories
some of GOD'S outstanding servants of days gone by. It is helpful
and stimulating to our own spiritual life. With these thoughts
in our minds we would call to mind the life and testimony of the
famous pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, London-Mr. C. H.
Spurgeon.
This year is the centenary of his birth. He was born on June
19th, 1834. The Baptist Union, we understand, propose to
celebrate the centenary of his birth, and the present pastor of the
Metropolitan Tabernacle is joining with the Baptist Union in
celebrating this event. We greatly regret the union of these two
forces. Mr. Spurgeon, towards the close of his life, felt it necessary,
in faithfulness to GOD, to sever his connection with the Baptist
Union on the occasion of the Downgrade Controversy. The
Modernistic teaching of many Baptist ministers so grieved him
that he felt he could no longer be associated with them in any form.
Although we never saw Mr. Spurgeon we remember reading of his
courageous and faithful action, and we subsequently read of meetings being held in defence of the great fundamental truths, in which
Mr. Spurgeon took part. Our heart was gladdened then at his
faithful and uncompromising stand for the old truths, and we are
grieved to find that his successor is joining with the Baptist Union
to celebrate his centenary.
Without joining, however, in any compromising association, we
may rightly and independently recall the life and faithful testimony
of the late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon. We think that Mr. Spurgeon
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was a gift of GOD to the whole Church of GOD. As a Baptist he
differed from some of the Protestant denominations, but he held
the great foundation truths of Bible and Reformation theology,
and his sermons and his writings contain a mine of very helpful
teaching which is calculated to encourage and cheer the people
of GOD in these days of widespread apostasy from the truth of
GOD. In saying this we do not suggest that we could say" Amen"
to every expression found in his sermons and writings. But we
could not necessarily bind ourselves to say "Amen" to every
expression used by the great Reformers, Puritans, and Evangelicals
of the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. There
can be no doubt, however, that Mr. Spurgeon held the great
doctrines of grace, and that he greatly valued the truths for which
this Magazine stands. In times gone by we have been helped,
stimulated, and cheered by reading his sermons, his lectures to
his students, and many of his addresses, and we cannot but thank
GOD for raising up such a witness to the truth of GOD in these dark
aud evil days. We have been reading what is described as " An
interpretive biography of C. H. Spurgeon," recently issued by the
Religious Tract Society. Though the author knew Spurgeon well,
and admired him, he was evidently not in full sympathy with his
teaching. Nevertheless, we can cull from this volume several
remarkable illustrations of the sovereignty of GOD in the history
of one whom Bishop Moule calls "this great Christian and
preacher."
First we see the sovereignty oj
and cO'nversion.

GOD

in Spurgeon's efjectual call

The regeneration, the effectual call, and the conversion of any
sinner is really an exhibition of the sovereignty of Divine grace.
This great truth, though now generally ignored, is clearly taught
In the Word of GOD. JEHOVAH Himself said, "I will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy," and the Apostle Paul, inspired by
the SPIRIT, says, " So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of GOD that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 15, 16).
Dr. Charles Hodge, on Ephesians ii. 5 says, "The state of
men was one of helplessness and ill-desert. Their deliverance
from that state is due to the power and the unmerited love ot
GOD. They neither deserved to be saved, nor could they redeem
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themselves." Mr. Spurgeon was only about fifteen years old when
GOD, Who is rich in mercy towards His chosen ones, quickened
him and convicted him of sin, and gave him a longing for forgiveness. "Sin," he Raid, "whatever it might be to other people,
became to me an intolerable burden. It was not so much that I
feared hell, as that I feared sin, and all the while I had upon my
mind a deep concern for the honour of GOD'S name. I felt that
it would not satisfy my conscience if I could be forgiven unjustly,
but then there came the question, how could GOD be just and
yet justify me, who had been so guilty? I was worried and wearied
with this question, neither could I see any answer to it." Again
be says, " Personally I ~ould never have overcome my own sinfulness. I tried and failed; my evil propensities were too many for
me, tiIJ in the belief that CHRIST died for me I cast my guilty soul
on Him, and then I received a conquering principle by which I
overcame my sinful self." While concerned about his soul he ''''as
living in Colchester, and he writes, "I set off, determined to go
round to all the chapels, and I went to all the places of worship.
and though I dearly venerate the men that occupy those pulpit
now, and did so then, I am bound to say that I never heard one
fully preach the Gospe1. I mean by that they preached truth,
great truth, many good truths that were fitting to many of their
congregations, spiritually minded people; but what I wanted to
know was: how can I get my sins forgiven? And they never
once told me that."
Mr. Spurgeon goes on to say, "I sometimes think I might have
been in darkness and despair. until now had it not been for the
goodness of GOD in sending a snow storm one Sunday, while I
was going to a certain place of worship. When I could go no
further I turned down a side street and came to a little Primitive
Methodist Chape1."
Mr. Spurgeon goes on to say that about a dozen or fifteen people
were present. The minister did not come. Possibly he was
snowed up. "At last a very thin looking man, a shoemnker, or
tailor, or something of that sort, went up into the pulpit to pr~ach."
The text was, "Look unto Me and be ye saved, all the ends of the
earth." The preacher was uneducated, and the sermon was crude,
but as a result young Spurgeon was enabled to look unt,o CHRIST
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and he says, "There and then the cloud was gone, the darkness
had rolled away, and that moment I saw the sun, and I could have
risen that instant and sung with the most enthusiastic of them,
of the precious blood of CHRIST and the simple faith which looks
to Him alone." In reference to that experience he wrote, "That
happy day . . . was a day never to be forgotten by me, an obscure
child, unknown, unheard of, I listened to the Word of GOD, and
that precious text led me to the Cross of CHRIST. I can testify
that the joy of that day was utterly indescribable; I could have
leaped, I could have danced. There was no expression, however
fanatical, which would have been out of keeping with the joy of
my spirit at that hour."
Long after he said, "By faith I understand that the blessed
SON OF GOD redeemed my soul with His own heart's blood, and
by sweet experience I know that He raised me up from the pit
of dark despair and set my feet on the Rock. He died for me.
This is the root of every satisfaction I have. He put all my transgressions away." Thus GOD in His sovereignty sent a snowstorm,
directed young Spurgeon to go to a chapel which he had not intended
to go to that day, and made use of an uneducated man, addressing
a very small congregation, to bring one, who had for some time
been distressed about his soul, into joy and peace. The preacher
never knew how GOD had used him, and Spurgeon never afterwards
met him.
Spurgeon's conversion reminds us of the conversion of Toplady.
While still a lad of fifteen years old he heard a sermon preached
in a barn in Ireland. The text was, "Ye who sometimes were
far off are made nigh by the· blood of CHRIST" (Ephes. ii. 13).
Toplady "was transported-carried beyond himself. His heart
flamed, his tears flowed." "Under that sermon," he says, "I
was, I trust, brought nigh by the blood of CHRIST, in August,
1756. Strange that I, who had so long sat under the means of
grace in England, should be brought nigh nnto GOD in an obscure
part of Ireland, amid a handful of GOD'S people met together in
a barn, and under the ministry of one who c{\uld hardly spell his
name" (Life of Toplady, by Thomas Wright, p. 18).
Secondly, we see the sovereignty of GOD in Spurgeon's education.
He was kept at school until he was fifteen, and was taught
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Latin, Greek and mathematics and other subjects. Later he
assisted Mr. Leeding, a former tutor, in a school which Mr. Leeding
opened at Cambridge, and he continued his own studies. As a
Nonconformist he was barred at that time from entering· the
University, and he never took a degree. It was while at Cambridge
that he preached his flrst sermon as a lad of sixteen, in a cottage,
to a handful of poor people. Subsequently, while still very young,
he became pastor of Waterbeach Baptist Chapel, five miles from
Cambridge. Deacon Coe said of his first service, "He talked
amazingly, like a man a hundred years old in Christian experience."
Spurgeon's father was anxious that his son should enter Stepney
College (now known as Regent's Park College), under Dr. Angus.
Dr..A.ngus preached at Cambridge on Feb. 1st, 1852, and having
heard of Spurgeon wrote to him asking him to call on him at
Cambridge. Spurgeon went, and was shown by the maid into
the drawing-room. Dr. Angus was in the parlour, but the maid
forgot to tell him that Spurgeon had called. For two hours
Spurgeon waited, and then rang the bell and was told that Dr.
Angus had just gone.
Personally Spurgeon did not want to leave the chapel at 'Waterbeach, where he had a congregation often of 450, and the mistake
of the maid issued in his never going to College. Subsequently,
while still only nineteen, he was invited to preach in London at
New Park Street Chapel, where the great Dr. Gill had once been
the pastor. His ministry was so acceptable that he accepted an
invitation to become the pastor in the year 1854. In this position
he laboured till his death on Jan. 31st, 1892. His popularity as
a preacher increased by leaps and bounds till eventually the
Metropolitan Tabernacle was built, so that from five to six thousand
people came regularly to hear the great preacher. Mr. Spurgeon
has been called" the Prince of Preachers." ,Ve believe that as
a stated pastor in one place he might be called the greatest preacher
of the Gospel since the days of the apostles. One of his biographers
says that "his voice was probably the most wonderful voice
GOD ever made." His popularity was certainly not due to solo
singing, musical services and sensuous and fleshly displays. He
had no choir, and no organ or other musical instrument. Evidently
GOD had endowed him with exceptional gifts as a preacher and
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had made him a chosen vessel to preach the Gospel of His grace
and to make him an instrument of blessing to large numbers.
His printed sermons had a sale of from five to six thousand every
week. "Several single sermons reached a circulation of over a
quarter of a million, and the total sale is nearly 150 millions. The
Treasury of David, a work in eight volumes, sold over 50,000;
Lectures to Students ranged from 45,000 to 50,000 copies."
Do we not see in all this a remarkable illustration of the
sovereignty and the providence of GOD? It is commonly urged
that ministers of the Gospel need to take a degree at Oxford or
Cambridge, or at least that they should go for some years to
a Theological College. We do not despise learning, nor did Spurgeon,
but with cases like John Bunyan and Charles Haddon Spurgeon
before us we need to beware of cast-iron views as to what is needful
if a man is to be an able minister of the New Testament. It is
certain that many who have taken high degrees, and are reputed
as scholars, are destitute of that spiritual experience, and that
clear grasp of Divine truth, which are the chief needs of a true
minister of the Gospel. As things are to-day also, it needs to be
remembered that the books now expected to be studied by candidates for the ministry, in most of the denominations, are of the
Modernist or Sacerdotal type, or of both combined. It is thus
becoming dangerous for a young man who feels called to the
ministry of the Word to go to either a University or a College.
Spurgeon did not despise knowledge. He was a most diligent
student and a great reader. He did not believe in offering to the
LORD that which cost him nothing. His Comments on Commentaries shows that he not only studied the Bible, but made himself
generally acquainted with the unfoldings of Divine truth by the
Puritan and other Evangelical writers.
His Lectures to Students might well be profitably read by all
ministers and candidates for the ministry, and his Comments on
Commentaries is a valuable guide to those commentaries on the
whole or parts of the Bible which set forth the old Evangelical
truths now so much despised.
The late Bishop Handley Moule wrote a valuable book entitled,
To My Younger Brethren. On the subject of preaching he makes
some remarks about" a good style." He says, "By a good style

146

The Gospel Magazine

I mean
a style which shall be both pure and plain in word
and phrase' understandable of the people,' yet such as not to vex
those who care for their native tongue, and just enough formed
and pointed to make attention pleasant to the ear. For average
audiences, I know no style more perfectly answering my idea than
that of Mr. Spurgeon, in his printed sermons of recent years.
And I happen to know that Mr. Spurgeon has always taken great
and systematic pains with his English" (p. U3).
For a time Spurgeon, while still a youth, was teaching at an
academy in Newmarket, continuing his own studies at the same
time. " During this time he was greatly influenced by a saintly
woman who was cook and general servant in the household. . . .
She was very interested in the new tutor, and finding that he was
, well disposed towards godliness,' she had frequent conversations
with him." Her name was Mary King and she belonged to the
Strict Baptists. In Mr. Spurgeon's first published book he wrote
of Mary King, " I got all the theology I ever needed a good many
years ago from an old woman who was cook in the house where
I was usher." Here again we see the sovereignty and the provi.dence of GOD in using a humble woman to instruct Mr. purgeon
in those great doctrines of grace which are a marked feature of his
ministerial testimony.
Thirdly, we see the sovereignty of GOD in regard to the matter of
ordination.
Mr. Spurgeon was never what is called "properly ordained."
"The suggestion was made to him (when he became pastor in
London) that there should be an ordination service with perhaps
a tea and a public meeting." "He objected to the service of
ordination upon various grounds, holding that his ministry had
been recognized by GOD and that he required no further authorization. He did not accept the doctrine of delegating power from
minister to minister. He believed every Church had a right to
choose its own minister, and certainly needed no assistance from
others in appointing him to the office. If the Church insisted upon
it he would be willing to submit," but he would endure it as
a penance for the Church's sake (C. H. Spurgeon, An Interpretive
Biography, pp. 111, 112).
The result was Spurgeon was never ordained in the ordinary
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way. Yet who would say he was not" ordained," as Jeremiah
was, even before his birth, to preach the Word of GOD (Jer. i. 5).
Fourthly, we see the sovereignty of GOD in Spurgeon's u'onderful
popularity.
Popularity is often a bad sign. Crowded meetings and services
are usually the result of unscriptural methods and fleshly means.
The LORD in His sovereignty has, however, occasionally raised up
witnesses who for a time at least were popular. John the Baptist
was one such witness.
Peter's first sermon on the day of Pentecost was listened to by
an audience of over three thousand. 'Vhitefield had a wonderful
voice, and many thousands flocked to hear him. All men of truth,
however, whether popular or not, have had to suffer for CHRIST'S
sake. Spurgeon, especially in the closing years of his life, had to
suffer because of his noble stand for foundation truths. Truth
is never really popular, and many gracious and faithful men have
not been popular in the places where they have ministered. Some
men, however, of outstanding gifts have been popular in spite of
their faithful adherence to Divine truth. Many, however, who
have professed to admire such men have privately rejected the
great truths for which they stood. We believe that there is great
reason to believe that large numbers who may join in celebrating
Spurgeon's centenary have no sympathy with those great Evangelical
truths the rejection of which led Spurgeon to break his connection
with the Baptist Union.
For ourselves, we cannot but thank GOD for raising up Mr.
Spurgeon to testify, so fully as he did, to the Gospel of the grace
of GOD.
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

" I FIND more need of Him than ever, and it is some true joy that He
is exactly suited to my desperate case. Having no hope but in His
blood and righteousness, no strength but in His arm, no happiness
but out of His fulness, I am led even to triumph in what He is to me.
I would lay myself at His feet, and would bless His dear name, that
He is become all my salvation, and glory in Him, that He is all my
desire."-W. Romaine.
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SPURGEON AND FUNDAMENTAL

T~UTH.

,. To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour,. that
the truth of the Gospel might continue with yoU."-GALATIA~S
ii. 5.

MANY of our older readers will remember the" Downgrade Controversy." What is now known as Modernistic error was showing
itself prOIninently amongst the Baptist and other denominations
in the year 1887. As soon as Mr. Spurgeon realized that Modernism
had gained a firm foothold in the Baptist denomination he felt
constrained to make a firm, faithful, and uncomproInising protest
against it. It was in the month of August and in the year 1887
that Mr. Spurgeon in The Sword and Trowel sounded a note of
alarm. He said, "Read those newspapers, which represent the
Broad School of Dissent, and ask yourself, How much further will
they go ~ . . . The atonement is scouted, the inspiration of
Scripture derided, the punishment of sin is turned into fiction,
and the resurrection into a myth. . . . It now becomes a serious
question how far those who abide by the truth once delivered
unto the saints should fraternize with those who have turned aside
to another Gospel."
A month later Mr. Spurgeon wrote, "We have received abundant
proofs that our alarm was none too soon. Letters from all quarters
declare that the case of the Church at this present is worse than
we thought it to be. . . . A chasm is opening. . . . Let us take
our places, not in anger nor in the spirit of suspicion or division,
but in watchfulness and resolve."
Later, Mr. Spurgeon wrote another article entitled, "The Case
Proved," which contained quotations which confirmed the position
he had taken up. Amongst these was a quotation from The
Ohristian World which said, " Modern thought is in Mr. Spurgeon's
eyes a 'deadly cobra,' while it is in ours the glory of the century.
It discards many of the doctrines dear to Mr. Spurgeon and his
school, not only as untrue and unscriptural, but as in the strictest
sense immoral. . . . It is not so irrational as to pin its faith to
verbal inspiration, nor so idolatrous as to make its acceptance of

The Gospel Magazine

149

a true Trinity cover polytheism." In concluding his article Mr.
Spurgeon, in reference to the Baptist Union, said, "We cannot
be expected to meet in any Union which comprehends those whose
teaching is on fundamental matters exactly the reverse of that
which we hold dear." "We retire at once," he wrote later, "from
the Baptist Union. . . . It has no disciplinary powers, and no
doctrinal basis whatsoever, and we see no reason why every form
of belief and misbelief should not be comprehended in it. . . . Those
who originally founded it made it ' without form and void' and so
it must remain" (The Apostasy of English Nonconformity, by
E. J. Poole-Connor, pp. 21-24, Thynne & Co., London).
The truth of Mr. Spurgeon's charges in the" Downgrade Controversy" is fully admitted in the volume by Dr. J. C. Carlisle
recently published. He says, "Spurgeon had plenty of evidence;
there were the utterances of well-known men which had been
published in the pages of The Christ1'an World, The Independent,
The Freeman, The British Weekly, and The Baptist. References
to the files of these journals for 1887 and 1888 can still be made,
and will provide ample proof of the truth of Spurgeon's general
charge."
"Spurgeon received hundreds of letters, many of them from
prominent people in all the denominations, and it was evident
that his action was very largely approved."
Dr. Carlisle says that Mr. Spurgeon "was fully justified in
his own protest, against the theological teaching of many of
the Churches and of certain Baptist ministers in particular"
(C. H. Spurgeon, by Dr. Carlisle, pp. 249, 256, R.T.S.).
In October, 1887, Mr. Spurgeon withdrew from the Baptist
Union. His letter to the secretary was as follows:" Dear Friend, I beg to intimate to you as the secretary of the
Baptist Union, that I must withdraw from that Society. I do
this with the utmost regret, but I have no choice. The reasons
are set forth in t,he Sword and Trowel for November, and I trust
you will excuse my repeating them here. I beg you not to send
anyone to me to ask for a reconsideration. I fear I have considered
too long already. Certainly every hour of the day impresses upon
me the conviction that I am moving none too soon.
" I wish also to add that no personal pique or illwill in the least
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degree operated upon me. I have personally received more respect
than I desire. It is on the highest ground alone that I take this
step, and you know that I have delayed it because I hoped for
better things. Yours always heartily, C. H. Spurgeon."
Long before the "Downgrade Controversy" Mr. Spurgeon
protested against the teachings now called Modernism. In a
sermon on "Christ-our Substitute," preached in 1860, when Mr.
Spurgeon was only twenty-six years old, in reference to the Broad
Church theology of such men as F. D. Maurice, he said, "I had
no idea that there would come out a divinity, which would bring
down God's moral government from the solemn aspect in which
Scripture reveals it, to a namby-pamby sentimentalism, which
adores a Deity destitute of every masculine virtue. But we never
know to-day what may occur to-morrow. We have lived to see
a certain sort of men-thank God they are not Baptists-though
I am sorry to say there are a great many Baptists who are beginning
to follow in their trail-who seek to teach now-a-days, that God
is a universal Father, and that our ideas of His dealing with the
impenitent as a Judge, and not as a Father, are remnants of antiquated error. Sin, according to these men, is a disorder rather
than an offence, an error rather than a crime. Love is the only
attribute they can discern, and the full-orbed Deity they have not
known. Some of these men push their way very far into the bogs
and mire of falsehood, until they inform us that eternal punishment
is ridiculed as a dream. In fact, books now appear, which teach
us that there is no such thing as the vicarious sacrifice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. They use the word atonement, it is true, but
in regard to its meaning, they have removed the ancient landmark.
They acknowledge that the Father has shown His great love to
poor sinful man by sending His Son, but not that God was inflexibly
just in the exhibition of His mercy, not that He punished Christ
on the behalf of His people, nor that indeed God ever will punish
anybody in His wrath, or that there is such a thing as justice
apart from discipline. Even sin and hell are but old words
employed henceforth in a new and altered sense. Those are oldfashioned notions, and we poor souls who go on talking about
election and imputed righteousness, are behind our time. Ay,
and the gentlemen who bring out books on this subject, applaud
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Mr. Maurice, and Professor Scott, and the like, but are too cowardly
to follow them, and boldly propound these sentiments. These
are the new men whom God has sent down from heaven, to tell
us that the Apostle Paul was all wrong, that our faith is vain,
that we have been quite mistaken, that there was no need for
propitiating blood to wash away our sins; that the fact was, our
sins needed discipline, but penal vengeance and righteous wrath
are quite out of the question. When I thus speak, I am free to
confess that such ideas are not boldly taught by a certain individual
whose volume excites these remarks, but as he puffs the books
of gross perverters of the truth, I am compelled to believe that he
endorses such theology. . . . We are content to remain among
the vulgar souls who believe the old doctrines of grace. We are
willing still to be behind in the great march of intellect, and stand
by that unmoving cross, which, like the pole star, never advances,
because it never stirs, but always abides in its place, the guide
of the soul to heaven, the one foundation other than which no man
can lay, and without building upon which no man shall ever see
the face of God and live.
"Thus much have I said upon a matter which just now is
exciting controversy. It has been my high privilege to be associated with six of our ablest brethren in the ministry, in a letter of
protest against the countenance which a certain newspaper seemed
willing to lend to this modern heresy. We trust it may be the
means, in the hands of God, of helping to check that downward
march-that wandering from truth which seems by some singular
infatuation, to have unsettled the minds of some brethren in our
denomination."
These words spoken by Mr. Spurgeon seventy-four years ago
might well have been spoken to-day. The errors against which
he protested are more or less rife in most of the Protestant denominations. Amongst professed Evangelicals in the Church of England
and outside of it, the doctrine of the universal Fatherhood of God
is taught, and the vicarious sacrifice of Christ, the penal element
in the atonement, election, imputed righteousness, and the eternity
of punishment are denied.
Mr. Spurgeon concludes his sermon thus :"Now, my brothers and sisters, Mr. Maurice, McLeod, Campbell,
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and their great admirer, Mr. Brown, may go on with their preaching
as long as they like, but they will never make a convert of a man
who knows what the vitality of religion is; for he who knows what
substitution means, he who knows what it is to stand where Christ
stands, will never care to occupy the ground on which Mr. Maurice
stands. He who has ever been made to sit together with Christ,
and once to enjoy the real preciousness of a transfer of Christ's
righteousness to him and his sin to Christ, that man has eaten the
bread of heaven, and will never renounce it for husks. No, my
brethren, we could lay down our lives for this truth rather than
give it up. No, we cannot by any means turn aside from this
glorious stability of faith, and for this good reason, that there is
nothing for us in the doctrine which these men teach. It may
suit intellectual gentlefolk, I daresay it does; but it will not suit
us. We are poor sinners and nothing at all, and if Christ is Dot
our all in all, there is nothing for us. I have often thought the
best answer for all these new ideas is, that the true Gospel was
always preached to. the poor ;-' the poor have the Gospel preached
to them.' I am sure that the poor will never learn the Gospel
of these new divines, for they cannot make head or tail of it, nor
the rich either; for after you have read through one of their
volumes, you have not the least idea of what the book is about,
until you have read it through eight or nine times, and then you
begin to think you are a very stupid being for ever having read
such inflated heresy, for it sours your temper and makes you feel
angry, to see the precious truths of God trodden under foot. Some
of us must stand out against these attacks on truth, although
we love not controversy. We Tejoice in the liberty of our fellowmen, and would have them proclaim their convictions; but if
they touch these precious things, they touch the apple of our eye.
We can allow a thousand opinions in the world, but that which
infringes upon the precious doctrine of a Covenant salvation,
through the imputed righteousness of our Lord Jesus Chl'ist,against that we must, and will, enter our hearty and solemn protest,
as long as God spares us. Take away once from us those glorious
doctrines, and where are we, brethren? We may lay us down and
die, for nothing remains that is worth living for. We have come
to the valley of the shadow of death, when we find these doctrines
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to be untrue. If these things which I speak to you to-night be
not the verities of Christ; if they be not true, there is no comfort
left for any poor man under God's sky, and it were better for us
never to have been born. I may say what Jonathan Edwards
says at the end of his book, 'If any man could disprove the
doctrines of the Gospel, he should then sit down and weep to think
they were not true, for,' says he, 'it would be the most dreadful
calamity that could happen to the world, to have a glimpse of
such truths, and then for them to melt away in the thin air of
fiction, as having no substantiality in them.' Stand up for the
truth of Christ; I would not have you be bigoted, but I would
have you be decided. Do not give countenance to any of this
trash and error, which is going abroad, but stand firm. Be not
turned away from your steadfastness by any pretence of intellectuality and high philosophy, but earnestly contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints, and hold fast the form of sound words
which you have heard of us, and have been taught, even as ye have
read in this sacred book, which is the way of everlasting life.
" Thus then, beloved, without gathering up my strength for the
fray, or attempting to anaiyze the subtleties of those who would
pervert the simple Gospel, I speak out my mind and utter the
kindlings of my heart among you. Little enough will ye reek
over whom the Holy Ghost have given me the oversight, what the
grievous wolves may design, if ye keep within the fold. Break
not the sacred bounds wherein God hath enclosed His Church.
He hath encircled us in the arms of Covenant love. He hath
united us in indissoluble bonds to the Lord J esllS. He hath
fortified us with the assurance' that the Holy Spirit shall guide
us into all truth. God grant that those beyond the pale of visible
fellowship with us in this eternal Gospel may see their danger
and escape from the fowler's snare! "
When Mr. Spurgeon preached this sermon he considered that
his own Baptist denomination was largely free from the Modernistic
teaching which he then so faithfully condemned. Twenty-seven
years afterwards, however, as we have seen, he withdrew from the
Baptist Union because of the Modernistic teaching which had then
become prevalent amongst the Baptists.
Who would say that things are not very much worse now than
II
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then ~ As Mr. Poole-Connor says in his admirable little book,
The Apostasy of English Nonconformity, "No man living can deny
that what Mr. Spurgeon saw as a stream now runs at full flood"
(p. 28). One illustration of the Modernistic tendencies of the
Baptist Union is the fact that a few years ago the Union elected
Dr. T. R. Glover to be its president. Dr. Charles Brown, in an
article in The Daily Telegraph of May 13th, 1924, speaks of the
"pronounced Modernism" of Dr. Glover, and he says that" his
(Dr. Glover's) election rather meant an assertion of liberty, and
of the fact that the Baptist Union is broad enough to welcome
within its ranks and to its highest offices both Modernist and
traditionalist who hold, and are held, by the central truth of the
Deity of Jesus Christ and His atoning work." Here is an open
acknowledgement by a prominent Baptist minister of the looseness
which characterizes the Baptist Union. Most people will not be
deceived by the suggestion that a Modernist holds the doctrine of
Christ's atoning work. The word "atonement" is often used
now in a new sense to cover a doctrine unscriptural in its character.
In another article in The Daily Telegraph of June 10th, 1924, Dr.
Charles Brown says that" Dr. T. R. Glover does believe in the
Bible in a real and living way. What he does not believe in is
the untenable theory of verbal inspiration and kindred theories,
the insistence upon reading, for example, the book of J onah and
the first chapters of Genesis as literal historical fact, and not as
symbol and parable." Yet this is the man that the Baptist Union
delights to honour. Our Lord read the book of Jonah and the
first chapters of Genesis as literal historical fact. Dr. T. R. Glover
rejects our Lord's teaching ili reference to these portions of the
Old Testament. Yet the Baptist Union elected him as their
president. This is the man who spoke of " the defeat of Spurgeon "
in The Times of March 11th, 1932, and who suggested that" gout,
conscience, and Satan" were the cause of Spurgeon's protest
against Downgrade theology.
Yet the Baptist Union which can welcome Modernists as well
as traditionalists within its ranks is engaged in arranging to
c~lebrate Spurgeon's centenary. They are ready to venerate the
man whose life and work were connected with the Baptist denomination, but they evidently reject or are indifferent to his Evangelical
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and Bible theology. We learn that a "joint-committee set up
by the Baptist Union and Spurgeon's Tabernacle and allied
institutions" "has arranged the Albert Hall meeting and its platform, while one of the sessions of the Annual Assembly of the
Baptist Union, as also of the London Baptist Association, is to
be held in Spurgeon's Tabernacle." The Prime Minister, Mr.
Ramsay Macdonald, is to preside at the Albert Hall meeting.
We have never heard that the Prime Minister was one who gloried
in the great fundamental truths for which Spurgeon so nobly and
bravely stood.
Spurgeon stood for separation from evil associations. He was
wholly opposed to compromise. He said, "At any rate, cost
what it may, to separate ourselves from those who separate themselves from the truth of God, is not alone our liberty but our duty.
I have raised my protest in the only complete way by coming
forth, and I shall be content to abide alone until the day when
the Lord shall judge the secrets of all hearts."
We quote these words from Our Outlook, the quarterly message
of Highgate Road Chapel, London, whose pastor, though a Baptist,
has no connection with the Baptist Union, and whose predecessor
(Pastor James Stephens, lVLA.) separated from the Baptist Union
earlier than Spurgeon himself.
We cannot but thank God for the faithful stand which Mr.
Spurgeon made for fundamental truth. May his example stimulate the Lord's true people to come out more boldly and uncompromisingly for all the great and precious truths of the infallible
Word of God.
THE EDITOR.
" THE Spirit of Christ sweetly calms the soul of a suffering believer,
not by taking away all the sense of pain, but by overcoming it with
the sense of His love."-Gurnall.
WHATEVER vicissitudes, whatever chastisements may befall to the
the Church on earth-even though faithful teachers may be minished,
or withdrawn, yet the great Teacher and Bishop remains. The" poor
of the flock" may cry to Him and say, " 0 send out Thy light and
truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto Thy holy hill, and
to Thy tabernacles" (Ps. xliii. 3). When the need of such guidance is
truly felt, and when that cry shall be truly uttered, we may be very
sure it will not be uttered in vain.-Benjamin Wills Newton.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And~w, little children, abide in Him; that, when He shall appear,
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His
coming."-l JOHN ii. 28.
IN looking up to the Lord at the end of the twelve months of mercies
and goodness which marked the year 1933, and begging for a continuation of His love and favour and keeping grace in regard to His defenceless, impotent and sinful child, in view of the slippery paths and
ensnaring pitfalls around, and of Satan's artful and specious devices,
the verse quoted at the head of this paper, dropped as sweet honey
upon my mouth, and it was turned into a prayer that the Keeper of
His saints would keep His servant unto the end, and at last present her
" faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy."
Let us, by the Holy Spirit's enabling, look into this precious word,
and may our souls be profited and encouraged.
Here is the beloved and aged John addressing his " little children"
in Christ, and desiring that they shall " abide in Him" Who is the
Only Way, the One Truth, and the Eternal Life. "Little children"
he calls them. It is an endearing term, for whilst Christians have their
degrees in life's growth and attainments (there is the babe, the child,
the youth, manhood and old age) there is a characteristic here which
suits every stage of the spiritual life, and that is humility. There
must needs be, if the spiritual life is healthy and vigorous a going on
and a growing; but there are two ways of spiritual growth, of which
the saintly Romaine wrote and desired for his hearers-" a growing
downward, out of self and upward into Christ." And this is the
condition of soul, which meets the exhortation of the apostle to his
" little children" in Christ Jesus.
The Apostle Paul likewise addressed his Galatian brethren as " my
little children of whom I travail in birth until Christ be formed in you"
(iv. 9); and the greatest of all declared, "Except ye be converted and
become as little children ye shall not enter the kingdom of hea,-en"
(Matt. xviii. 3). When He was about to leave" His own which were
in the world," and knowing how helpless and lonely they would then
feel, He said, " Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye
shn.ll seek Me: and as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot
come; so now say I to you" (John xiii. 33).
Oh! the wonders and glories of Him of Whom we sing, "Jesus
meek and gentle, Son of God most high!" Oh, to glorify Him by
desiring more and more the spirit of " little children," in simple trust
and artlessness, and utter reliance upon Him. It was the gifted
Krause who preached, "We must go to Christ like 'little children,'
and tell Him we want to be led and fed and clothed by Him." And to
one of his noblemen the saintly Rutherford wrote of this needful
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humility to be Bought and prayed for daily and hourly: "Stoop low,
my brother, stoop low; down with the topsail; heaven's gate hath
a low entry."
And you and I cannot stoop too low, beloved fellow-believers, in
humbling ourselves. May we ever seek in prayer to renounce all that
feeds our busy, hateful, sinful pride and puffs up self. May we in
deed and word be as " little children," spoiled of all we call our own;
and made gentle, self-effacing, simple, trustful, dependent, looking ever
to our heavenly Father to hold us up, to the Holy Spirit to be our
counsellor and teacher, and to Jesus, our great example, that we may
learn of that peerless One. "Learn of Me," said that Holy One,
" for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your
souls." Oh, children of God, may we indeed learn of Him and we
shall be taught aright and enabled to follow in His steps at however
remote a distance. It was the holy Gifford of Bedford (and who had
dear John Bunyan for one of his hearers) who exhorted his congregation
to " Beg of God to set you well down in every Divine truth; for be
assured that whatever you take on trust will fail you in the hour of
temptation, when you most need what you profess." "Learn of
Me," said the Holy Son of God.. " Who teacheth like Him? " declared
Elihu.
Now when we remember how it is written that" God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world, to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which
are mighty," etc., we see a blessed signification in this term" little
children" of our text. It is a lovely designation. It comes from
the heart of the aged apostle who has traversed the long pilgrimage
in fiery trials and perplexities, and he is now nearing his eternal rest,
and thinking of those whom he will leave behind to come along the
same appointed pathway "through much tribulation," ere they
)btain their glorious and blood-bought inheritance. Can their heart
endure? Will their faith stand and are they fully equipped as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ and ready to meet the great enemy and his
legion? And so he cherishes them lovingly and addresses them
tenderly and exhorts them to confide their all in Jesus, to seek the
Holy Spirit's aid to remember all they have learned and " abide in

· "
HIm.

Some of our readers may recall that when" R " was looking up to
the Lord for a special word for the previous year, 1933, and fearing
a great fear lest after a long life of gracious teaching she should be
led astray by any of the specious and unscriptural errors which abound
in these last and dangerous days, the Lord graciously gave with signal
power. "Let that therefore abide in you which ye have heard from
the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning
shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son and in the Father"
(1 John ii. 24). And it most blessedly remained with the writer all
through the months as an exhortation and promise; so that the
words of our text, following up another year, came as a sweet cordial
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and Divine hope that "He Who hath begun the good work will
perform it unto the day of Jesus Christ." Sure are we that He will
not fail. With Him is " no variableness nor shadow of turning," and
" having loved His own which were in the world He loved them unto
the end."
To return to our text: "And now, little children." The apostle
is summing up his words of exhortation and warning. He has been
writing unto them that" ye sin not" (chap. ii. 1), bidding them to
understand that if any say, " I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments he is a liar and the truth is not in him" (verse 4). He
has told them that their walk must correspond with their abiding in
Him (verse 6), that no man who truly walketh in the light can hate
his brother (verse 9), and that love to the brethren will be evidenced
in the life of him wbo walks in the light (verse 10). He has addressed
" tbe young men because ye are strong, and tbe word of God abideth
in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one" (verse 14). He bas
exhorted them all to " love not the world, neither the things that are
in the world" (verses 15-17), and solemnly forewarned them against
the antichrist which should come in the last time (verse 18), and of
those whose" going out from us" would prove they .< were not of us"
(verse 19), and of the awful temptations of those by whom the unwary
and unestablished ones are seduced (verses 22 and 26), and which will
overtake them in the last days. Gathering it all up he lovingly
and tenderly addresses his beloved children in Cbrist. "And now,
little children, abide in Him." The term" little children" is u ed
nine times in this epistle, and well does the aged apostle know where
will be the only safe and abiding place for those otherwise helpless,
defenceless, little ones. He is but declaring what the blessed Jesus
Himself taught. "Abide in Me." "If ye abide in Me and My words
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you"
(John xv. 4, 7). Abiding there means safety and fruitfulness. "Thou
art my hiding-place," said David; "Thou shalt preserve me from
trouble; Thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance"
(Ps. xxxii. 7).
Is that your hiding place, beloved ~ Is it mine ~ Is it from thence
that we are looking for His appearing ~ Can we sing there of that
imputed righteousness, that spotless robe which covers every member
of his elect body ~
"Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to my charge shall lay?
While through Thy blood absolved I am
From sins' tremendolls curRe and shame."

Is that your hope as you wait and watch for Him to appear ~ If
so it is the "confidence" of which our text speaks, "that we may
have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming."
Whether that "coming" be by calling us to put off this body of
humiliation, or whether He be coming for us in the clouds of glory,
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it is that we may be ready, a waiting people, a people not ashamed,
but with joy lifting up our heads and saying, "Lo, this is our God;
we have waited for Him, He will save us."
Will such be His appearing for you and me, beloved? Are we
amongst those who will " love His appearing"? Oh, it will be even
so by grace as we have been kept and enabled to " abide in Him."
To " appear" is to make manifest; to make apparent; to show
forth; to unveil. And this is what a precious Christ will display to
His redeemed, His sleeping and living saints.
"He will to wondering worlds display
That He with them is One."

That is the consummation of their abiding in Him by grace, then to
be transformed in glory.
What do we learn, therefore, of this abiding in Him? Do we not
see how His people are waiting ones? They" wait for His Son from
heaven" (1 Thess. i. 10). They are also watching ones. "Seeing
ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of Him
in peace, without spot and blameless" (2 Pet. iii. 14).
And they are longing ones. "For the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor.
iv. 18). Likewise they are resting ones. "He that believeth in Me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and
believeth in Me, shall never die" (John xi. 25, 26). They rely upon
the promises of the faithful Promiser Who is able to keep them to the
end and at last lift up their heads in redemption joy, unutterable
and full of glory.
From your hiding-place, beloved, timid you may be and of little
faith, just one of those" little children" of whom we have been writing,
confiding the whole of your hope of salvation in Jesus, and to His safe
keeping. From the clefts of the smitten rock, you will enter into the
joyous realization of those words of Colossians iii. 4. "When Christ,
Who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in
glory." What an appearing! What an unveiling! What a consummation!
Said Charles Simeon on his death-bed, " I look as the chief of sinners,
for the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, to life eternal. And I lie adoring
the sovereignty of God in choosing such an one; and the mercy of
God in pardoning such an one; and the patience of God in bearing
with such an one, and the faithfulness of God in perfecting His work
and performing all His promises to such an one."
R.

" FAITH is the eye of the soul; and the eye sees every object but
itself, so that you may have real faith without discerning it. Nor
will God despise the day of small things. Little faith goes to heaven
no less than great faith, though not so comfortably, yet altogether
as surely."-l'oplady.
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SnmOUfJ nnll N ottfJ of Sermons.
THE INFALLIBILITY OF SCRIPTURE.
A SERMON DELIVERED ON LORD'S-DAY MORNING, MARCH 11TH, 1888,
BY C. H. SPURGEON, AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.
(This Sermon was Preached during the Downgrade Controversy.EDITOR OF GOSPEL MAGAZINE).
" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."-lsAIAH i. 20.
WHAT Isaiah said was, therefore, spoken by Jehovah. It was audibly
the utterance of a mll;n; but, really, it was the utterance of the Lord
Himself. The lips which delivered the words were those of Isaiah,
but yet it was the very truth that " The mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." All Scripture, being inspired of the Spirit, is spoken by
the mouth of God. However this sacred Book may be treated nowadays, it was not treated contemptuously, nor negligently, nor questioningly by the Lord Jesus Christ, our Master and Lord. It is noteworthy
how He reverenced the written Word. The Spirit of God rested upon
Him personally, without measure, and He could speak out of His owu
mind the revelation of God, and yet He continually quoted the law
and the prophets, and the Psalms; and always He treated the sacred
writings with intense reverence, strongly in contrast with the irreverence
of " modern thought." I am sure, brethren, we cannot be wrong in
imitating the example of our Divine Lord in our reverence for that
Scripture, which cannot be broken. I say, if He, the anointed of the
Spirit, and able to speak Himself as God's mouth, yet quoted the
sacred writings, and used the holy Book in His teachings, how much
more should we, who have no spirit of prophecy resting upon us, and
are not able to speak new revelations, come back to the law and to
the testimony, and value every single word which" The mouth of the
Lord hath spoken"? The like valuation of the Word of the Lord is
seen in our Lord's apostles; for they treated the ancient Scriptures
as supreme in authority, and supported their statements with passages
from Holy Writ. The utmost degree of deference and homage is paid
to the Old Testament by the writers of the New. We never find an
apostle raising a question about the degree of inspiration in this book
or that. No disciple of Jesus questions the authority of the books
of Moses, or of the prophets. If you want to cavil or suspect, you find
no sympathy in the teaching of Jesus, or anyone of His apostles. The
New Testament writers sit reverently down before the Old Testament
and receive God's words as such, without any question whatever.
You and I belong to a school which will continue to do the same, let
others adopt what behaviour they please. As for us and for our
house, this priceless Book shall remain the standard of our faith and
the ground of our hope so long as we live. Others may choose what
gods they will, and follow what authorities they prefer; but, as for us,
the glorious Jehovah is our God, and we believe c·oncerning each
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doctrine of the entire Bible, that" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it."
I. Coming closely, then, to our text, " The mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it," our first head shall be-THIS IS OUR WARRANT FOR TEACHING
SCRIPTURAL TRUTH. We preach because" The mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." It would not be worth our while to speak what Isaiah had
spoken, if in it there was nothing more than Isaiah's thought; neither
should we care to meditate hour after hour upon the writings of Paul,
if there was nothing more than Paul in them. We feel no imperative
call to expound and to enforce what has been spoken by men; but,
since" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," it is woe unto us if
we preach not the Gospel! We come to you with, "Thus saith the
Lord," and we should have no justifiable motive for preaching our
lives away, if we have not this message.
The true preacher, the man whom God has commissioned, delivers
his message with awe and trembling, because" The mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it." He bears the burden of the Lord and bows under
it. Ours is no trifling theme, but one which moves our whole soul.
They called George Fox a Quaker, because when he spoke he would
quake exceedingly through the force of the truth which he so thoroughly
apprehended. Perhaps, if you and I had a clearer sight and a closer
grip of God's Word, and felt more of its majesty, we should quake also.
Martin Luther, who never feared the face of man, yet declared that
when he stood up to preach he often felt his knees knock together
under a sense of his great responsibility. Woe unto us if we dare to
speak the Word of the Lord with less than our whole heart, and soul,
and strength! Woe unto us if we handle the Word as if it were an
occasion for display! If it were our own word, we might be studious
of the graces of oratory; but if it be God's Word, we cannot afford
to think of ourselves: we are bound to speak it, " not with wisdom of
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect." If we
reverence the Word, it will not occur to us that we can improve upon
it by our own skill in language. Oh, it were far better to break stones
on the road than to be a preacher, unless one had God's Holy Spirit
to sustain him; for our charge is solemn and our burden is heavy.
The heart and soul of the man who speaks for God will know no ease,
for he hears in his ears that warning admonition: "If the watchman
warn them not they shall perish; but their blood will I require at the
watchman's hands." If we were commissioned to repeat the language
of a king, we should be bound to do it decorously lest the king suffer
damage; but if we rehearse the revelation of God, a profound awe
should take hold upon us, and a godly fear lest we mar the message
of God in the telling of it. No work is so important or honourable as
the proclamation .of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus, and for that very
reason it is weighted with a responsibility so solemn that none may
venture upon it lightly, nor proceed in it without an overwhelming
sense of his need of great grace to perform his office aright. We live
under intense pressure who preach a Gospel of which we can assuredly
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say, "The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." We live rather in
eternity than in time: we speak to you as though we saw the great
white throne and the Divine Judge before Whom we must give in our
account, not only for what we say, but for how we say it.
Dear brethren, because the mouth of the Lord hath spoken the
truth of God, we therefore endeavour to preach it with absolute fidelity.
We repeat the Word as a child repeats his lesson. It is not ours to
correct the Divine revelation, but simply to echo it. I do not take it
to be my office to bring you new and original thoughts of my own;
but rather to say, "The word which ye hear is not Mine, but the
Father's Which sent Me." Believing that" The mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it," it is my duty to repeat it to you as correctly as I can
after having heard it and felt it in my own soul. It is not mine to
amend or adapt the Gospel. What! Shall we attempt to improve
upon what God has revealed 1 The Infinitely Wise-is He to be
corrected by creatures of a day 1 Is the infallible revelation of the
infallible Jehovah to be shaped, moderated, and toned down to the
fashions and fancies of the hour 1 God forgive us if we have ever
altered His Word unwittingly; wittingly we have not done so, nor
will we. His children sit at His feet and receive of His words, and
then they rise up in the power of His Spirit to publish far and near the
Word which the Lord has given. "He that hath My Word, let him
speak My Word faithfully," is the Lord's injunction to us. If we
could abide with the Father, according to our measure, after the
manner of the Lord Jesus, and then come forth from communion with
Him to tell what He has taught us in His Word, we should be accepted
of the Lord as preachers, and accepted also of His living people far
more than if we were to dive into the profound depths of science, or
rise to the loftiest flights of rhetoric. What is the chaff to the wheat!
What are man's discoveries to the teachings of the Lord! "The
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it "; therefore, 0 man of God, add
not to His words lest He add to thee the plagues which are written in
His Book, and take not from them, lest He take thy name out of t,he
Book of Life!
Again, dear friends, as " The" mouth of the Lord hath spoken it,"
we speak the Divine truth with courage and full assurance. Modesty is
a virtue; but hesitancy when we are speaking for the Lord is a great
fault. If an ambassador sent by a great king to represent his majesty
at a foreign court, should forget his office and only think of himself,
he might be so humble as to lower the dignity of his prince, so timid
as to betray his country's honour. He is bound to remember not so
much what he is in himself, but whom he represents; therefore, he
must speak boldly and with the dignity which beseems his office and
the court he represents. It was the custom with certain Oriental
despots to require ambassadors of foreign powers to lie in the dust
before them. Some Europeans, for the sake of trade interests, submitted to the degrading ceremony; but when it was demanded of the
representative of England, he scorned thus to lower his country. God
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forbid that he who speaks for God should dishonour the King of kings
by a pliant subservience. We preach not the Gospel by your leave;
we do not ask tolerance, nor court applause. We preach Christ
crucified, and we speak boldly as we ought to speak, because it is
God's Word, and not our own. We are accused of dogmatism; but
we are bound to dogmatize when we repeat that which the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken. We cannot use" ifs" and" buts," for we
are dealing with God's" shalls " and" wills." If He says it is so, it
is so; and there is an end of it. Controversy ceases when Jehovah
speaks.
Those who fling aside our Master's authority may very well reject
our testimony: we are content they should do so. But, if we speak
that which" the mouth of the Lord hath spoken," those who hear His
Word and refuse it, do so at their own peril. The wrong is done, not
to the ambassador, but to the King; not to our mouth, but to the
mouth of God, from Whom the truth has proceeded.
We are urged to be charitable. We are charitable; but it is with
our own money. We have no right to give away what is put into our
trust and is not at our disposal. When we have to do with the truth
of God we are stewards, and must deal with our Lord's exchequer, not
on the lines of charity to human opinions, but by the rule of fidelity to
the God of truth. We are bold to declare with full assurance that
which the Lord reveals. That memorable word of the Lord to
Jeremiah is needed by the servants of the Lord in these days: "Thou
therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that
I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee
before them. For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city,
and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the whole land, against
the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests
thereof, and against the people of the land. And they shall fight against
thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee,
saith the Lord, to deliver thee." When we speak for the Lord against
error, we do not soften our tones; but we speak thunderbolts. When
we come across false science, we do not lower our flag: we give place
by subjection-no, not for an liour. One Word of God is worth
more than libraries of human lore. "It is written" is the great gun
which silences all the batteries of man's thought. They should speak
courageously who speak in the name of Jehovah, the God of Israel.
I will also add, under this head, that, because " The mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it," therefore we feel bound to speak His Word
with diligence, as often as ever we can, and with pe1'severance, as long as
ever we live. Surely, it would be a blessed thing to die in the pulpit;
spending one's last breath in acting as the Lord's mouth. Dumb
Sabbaths are fierce trials to true preachers. Remember how Jobn
Newton, when he was quite unfit to preach, and even wandered a bit
by reason of his infirmities and age, yet persisted in preaching; and
when they dissuaded him, he answered with warmth, "What! Shall
the old African blasphemer leave off preaching Jesus Christ while
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there is breath in his body ~" So they helped the old man into the
pulpit again, that he might once more speak of free grace and dying
love. If we had common themes to speak about, we might leave the
pulpit as a weary pleader quits the forum; but as " The mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it," we feel His Word to be as fire in our bones,
and we grow more weary with refraining than with testifying. 0 my
brethren, the Word of the Lord is so precious that we must in the
morning sow this blessed seed, and in the evening we must not withhold our hands. It is a living seed and the seed of life, and therefore
we must diligently scatter it.
Brethren, if we get a right apprehension concerning Gospel truththat" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it "-it will move us to
tell it out with great ardour and zeal. We shall not drone the Gospel
to a slumbering handful. Many of you are not preachers, but you
are teachers of the young, or in some other way you try to publish
the Word of the Lord-do it, I pray you, with much fervour of Spirit.
Enthusiasm should be conspicuous in every servant of the Lord.
Let those who hear you know that you are all there; that you are not
merely speaking from the lips outwardly; but that from the depths
of your soul, your very heart is welling up with a good matter when
you speak of things which you have made, touching the King. The
everlasting Gospel is worth preaching, even if one stood on a burning
faggot and addressed the crowd from a pulpit of flames. The truths
revealed in Scripture are worth living for and dying for. I count
myself thrice happy to bear reproach for thc sake of the old faith. It
is an honour of which I feel myself to be unworthy; and yet most
truly can I use the words of our hymn,e

Shall I, to soothe th' unholy throng,
Soften thy trutl1s and smooth my tongue?
To gain earth's gilded toys, or flee
The cross endnred. my God, by Thee?

"The Love of Christ doth me constrain
To seek the wandering souls of men;
With cries, entreaties, tears, to save,
To snatch them from the fiery wave.
.. My life, my blood I here present,
If for Thy truth they may be spent:
Fulfil Thy sovereign counsel, Lord I
Thy will be done, Thy name adored I "

I cannot speak out my whole heart upon this theme which is so dear
to me, but I would stir you all up to be instant in seaS0n and out of
season in telling out the Gospel message. Specially repeat such a word
as tbis-" God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believetb in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." And this: "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out." Tell it out boldly, tell it out in every place, tell it out to every
creature, " For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." How can you
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keep back the heavenly news ~ "The mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it "-shall not your mouth rejoice to repeat it ~ Whisper it in the
ear of the sick; shout it in the corner of the streets; write it on your
tablets; send it forth from the press: but everywhere let this be your
great motive and warrant--you preach the Gospel because "The
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Let nothing be silent that hath
a voice when the Lord hath given the Word by His own dear Son.
"Waft, waft, ye winds, his story,
And you, ye wabers, roll,
Till like a sea of glory
It spreads from pole to pole."

n. Let us now row in another direction for a moment or two. In
the second place, " The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." THIS IS
THE CLAIM OF GOD'S WORD UPON YOUR ATTENTION.

Every word which God has given us in this Book claims our attention, because of the infinite majesty of him that spake it. I see before
me a Parliament of kings and princes, sages and senators. I hear
one after another of the gifted Chrysostoms pour forth eloquence like
the" Golden-mouthed." They speak, and they speak well. Suddenly,
there is a solemn hush. What a stillness! Who is now to speak ~
They are silent because God the Lord is about to lift up His voice. Is
it not right that they should be so ~ Doth He not say, " Keep silence
before Me, 0 islands "~ What voice is like His voice ~ "The voice of
the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. The
voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the Lord breaketh the
cedars of Lebanon. The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness;
the Lord shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh." See that ye refuse not
him that speaketh. 0 my hearer, let it not be said of you that you
went through this life, God speaking to you in His Book, and you
refusing to hear! It matters very little whether you listen to me or
not; but it matters a very great deal whether you listen to God or not.
It is He that made you; in His hands your breath is; and if He
speaks, I implore you, open your ear, and be Dot rebellious. There
is an infinite majesty about every line of Scripture, but especially
about that part of Scripture in which the Lord reveals Himself and His
glorious plan of saving grace, in the person of His dear Son Jesus
Christ. The cross of Christ hath a great claim upon you. Hear what
Jesus preaches from the tree. He says, " Incline your ear, and come
unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live."
God's claim to be heard lies, also, in the condescension which has led
Him to spealc to us. It was something for God to have made the
world and bid us look at the work of His hands. Creation is a picturebook for children. But for God to speak in the language of mortal
men is still more marvellous, if you come to think of it. I wonder
that God spoke by the prophets; but I admire still more that He
should have written down His Word in black and white, in unmistakable
language, which can be translated into all tongues, so that we may all
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see and read for ourselves what God the Lord has spoken to us; and
what, indeed, He continues to speak; for what He has spoken He still
speaks to us, as freshly as if He spake it for the first time. 0 glorious
Jehovah; dost Thou speak to mortal man ~ Can there be any that
neglect to hear Thee ~ If Thou art so full of lovingkindness and
tenderness that Thou wilt stoop out of heaven to converse with Thy
sinful creatures, none but those who are more brutal than the 0)( and
the ass will turn a deaf ear to thee!
God's Word has a claim, then, upon your attention because of its
majesty and its condescension; but yet, further, it should win your
ear because of its intrinsic importance. "The mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it "-then it is no trifle. God never speaks vanity. I 0 line
of His writing treats of the frivolous themes of a day. That which
may be forgotten in an hour is for mortal man, and not for the eternal
God. When the Lord speaks, His speech is God-like, and its themes
are worthy of One Whose dwelling is infinity and eternity. God does
not play with thee, man: wilt thou trifle with Him ~ Wilt thou treat
Him as if He were altogether such a one as thyself ~ God is in earnest
when He speaks to thee: wilt thou not in earnest listen ~ He speaks
to thee of great things, which have to do with thy soul and its destiny.
" It is not a vain thing for you; because it is your life." Thy eternal
existence, thy happiness or thy misery, hang on thy treatment of that
which the mouth of the Lord hath spoken. Concerning eternal realities
He speaks to thee. I pray thee, be not so unwise as to turn away thine
ear. Act not as if the Lord and His truth were nothing to you.
Treat not the Word of the Lord as a secondary thing, which might
wait thy leisure and receive attention when no other work was before
thee: put all else aside, but hearken to thy God.
Depend upon it, if " The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," there is
an urgent, pressing necessity. God breaks not silence to say that which
might as well have remained unsaid. His voice indicates great
urgency. To-day, if ye will hear His voice, hear it; for He demands
immediate attention. God does not speak without abundant reason;
and, 0 my hearer, if He speaks .to thee by His Word, I beseech thee,
believe that there must be overwhelming cause for it! I know what
Satan says: he tells thee that thou canst do very well without listening
to God's Word. I know what thy carnal heart whispers: it says,
" Listen to the voice of business, and of pleasure; but listen not to
God." But, oh! if the Holy Spirit shall teach thy reason to be
reasonable, and put thy mind in mind of true wisdom, thou wilt
acknowledge that the first thing thou hast to do is to heed thy Maker.
Thou canst hear the voices of others another time; but thine ear must
hear God first, since He is first, and that which He speaks must be of
first importance. Without delay do thou make haste to keep His
commandments. Without reserve answer to His call, and say, " Speak,
Lord; for Thy servant heareth." When I stand in this pulpit to
preach the Gospel, I never feel that I may calmly invite you to attend
to a subject which is one among many, and may very properly be let
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alone for a time should your minds be already occupied. No; you
may be dead before I again speak with you, and so I beg for immediate
attention. I do not fear that I may be taking you off from other
important business by entreating you to attend to that which the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken; for no business has any importance
in it compared with this: this is the master theme of all. It is your
soul, your own soul, your ever-existing soul which is concerned, and
it is your God that is speaking to you. Do hear him, I beseech you.
I am not asking a favour of you when I request you to hear the Word
of the Lord: it is a debt to your Maker which you are bound to pay.
Yea, it is, moreover, kindness to your own self. Even from a selfish
point of view, I urge you to hear what the mouth of the Lord hath
spoken, for in His Word lies salvation. Hearken diligently to what
your Maker, your Saviour, your best friend, has to say to you. "Harden
not your hearts, as in the provocation," but" incline your ear, and
come unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live." "Faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God."
Thus I have handled my text in two ways: it is warrant and motive
for the preacher; it is a demand upon the attention of the hearer.
Ill. And now, thirdly, THIS GIVES TO GOD'S WORD A VERY SPECIAL
CHARACTER. When we open this sacred Book, and say of that which is
here recorded, " The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," then it gives
to the teaching a special character.
In the Word of God the teaching has unique dignity. This Book is
inspired as no other book is inspired, and it is time that all Christians
avowed this conviction. I do not know whether you have seen Mr.
Smiles' life of our late friend, George Moore; but in it we read that,
at a certain dinner-party, a learned man remarked that it would not be
easy to find a person of intelligence who believed in the inspiration of
the Bible. In an instant George Moore's voice was heard across the
table, saying boldly, " I do, for one." Nothing more was said. My
dear friend had a strong way of speaking, as I well remember; for
we have upon occasions vied with each other in shouting when we were
together at his Cumberland home. I think I can hear his emphatic
way of putting it---" I do, for one." Let us not be backward to take
the old-fashioned and unpopular side, and say outright, "I do, for
one." Where are we if our Bibles are gone? Where are we if we are
taught to distrust them? If we are left in doubt as to which part is
inspired and which is not, we are as badly off as if we had no Bible
at all. I hold no theory of inspiration; I accept the inspiration of
the Scriptures as a fact. Those who thus view the Scriptures need
not be ashamed of their company; for some of the best and most
learned of men have been of the same mind. Locke, the great
philosopher, spent the last fourteen years of his life in the study of
the Bible, and when asked what was the shortest way for a young
gentleman to understand the Christian religion, he bade him read the
Bible, remarking: "Therein are contained the words of eternal life.
It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without
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any admixture of error, for its matter." There are those on the side
of God's Word whom you need not be ashamed of in the matter of
intelligence and learning; and if it were not so, it should not discourage
you when you remember that the Lord has hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and has revealed them unto babes. We believe
with the apostle that" the foolishness of God is wiser than men." It
is better to believe what comes out of God's mouth, and be called a
fool, than to believe what comes out of the mouth of philosophers,
and be, therefore, esteemed a wise man.
There is also about that which the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
an absolute certainty. What man has said is unsubstantial, even when
true. It is like grasping fog, there is nothing of it. But with God's
Word you have something to grip at, something to have, and to hold.
This is substance and reality; but of human opinions we may say,
"Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." Though heaven and earth should
pass away, yet not one jot or tittle of what God has spoken shall fail.
We know that, and feel at rest. God cannot be mistaken. God cannot
lie. These are postulates which no one can dispute. If" The mouth
of God hath spoken it," this is the judge that ends the strife where wit
and reason fail; and henceforth we question no more.
Again: if" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," we haye in this
utterance the special character of immutable fixedness. Once spoken
by God, not only is it so now, but it always must be so. The Lord of
Hosts hath spoken, and who shall disannul it ~ The rock of God's
Word does not shift, like the quicksand of modern scientific theology.
One said to his minister, "My dear sir, surely you ought to adjust
your beliefs to the progress of science." "Yes," said he, "but I
have not had time to do it to-day, for I have not yet read the morning
papers." One would have need to read the morning papers and take
in every new edition to know whereabout scientific theology now
stands; for it is always chopping and changing. The only thing that
is certain about the false science of this age is that it will be soon
disproved. Theories, vaunted to-day, will be scouted to-morrow. The
great scientists live by killing those who went before them. They
know nothing for certain, except that their predecessors were wrong.
Even in one short life we have seen system after system-the mushrooms, or rather the toadstools, of thought-rise and perish. We
cannot adapt our religious belief to that which is more changeful
than the moon. Try it who will: as for me, if " The mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it," it is truth to me in this year of grace 1888;
and if I stand amongst you a grey-headed old man somewhere in
1908, you will find me making no advance upon the Divine ultimatum.
If " The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," we behold in His revelation a Gospel which is without variableness, revealing" Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Brothers and sisters, we
hope to be together for ever before the eternal throne, where bow the
blazing Seraphim, and even then we shall not be ashamed to avow
that same truth which this day we feed upon from the hand of our
God.
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"For He's the Lord, supremely good,
His mercy is for ever sure;
His truth, which always firmly stood,
To endless ages shall endure."

Here let me add that there is something unique about God's Word,
because of the almighty power which attends it. "Where the Word of
a king is, there is power"; where the word of a God is, there is
omnipotence. If we dealt more largely in God's own Word as
" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," we should see far greater
results from our preaching. It is God's Word, not our comment on
God's Word, that saves souls. Souls are slain by the sword, not by
the scabbard, nor by the tassels which adorn the hilt of it. If God's
Word be brought forward in its native simplicity, no one can stand
against it. The adversaries of God must fail before the Word as
chafE perishes in the fire. Oh, for wisdom to keep closer and closer to
that which the mouth of the Lord hath spoken!
I will say no more on this point, although the theme is a very large
and tempting one; especially if I were to dwell upon the depth, the
height, the adaptation, the insight and the self-proving power of that
which" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken."
IV. Fourthly, and very briefly, THIS MAKES GOD'S WORD A GROUND
OF GREAT ALARM TO MANY. Shall I read you the whole verse ~
" But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Every threatening that God
hath spoken, because He hath spoken it, has a tremendous dread about
it. Whether God threateneth a man or a nation, or the whole class
of the ungodly, if they are wise they will feel a trembling take hold
upon them, because" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." God has
never yet spoken a threatening that has fallen to the ground. When He
told Pharaoh what He would do, He did it; the plagues came thick and
heavy upon him. When the Lord at any time sent His prophets to
denounce judgments on the nations, He carried out those judgments.
Ask travellers concerning Babylon, and Nineveh, and Edom, and Moab,
and Bashan; and they will tell you of the heaps of ruins, which prove
how the Lord carried out His warnings to the letter. One of the most
awful things recorded in history is the siege of Jerusalem. You
have read it, I do not doubt, in Josephus, or elsewhere. It makes
one's blood run cold to think of it. Yet it was all foretold by the
prophets, and their prophecies were fulfilled to the bitter end. You
talk about God as being" love," and, if you mean by this that He is
not severe in the punishment of sin, I ask you what you make of the
destruction of Jerusalem. Remember that the Jews were His chosen
nation, and that the city of Jerusalem was the place where His temple
had been glorified with His presence. Brethren, if you roam from
Edom to Zion, and from Zion to Sidon, and from Sidon to Moab, you
will find, amid ruined cities, the tokens that God's words of judgment
are sure. Depend on it, then, that when Jesus says, " These shall go
away into everlasting punishment," it will be so. When He says, " If
12
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ye believe not that I am He, ye shall die in your sins," it will be so.
The Lord never plays at frightening men. His Word is not an exaggeration to scare men with imaginary bugbears. There is emphatic
truth in what the Lord says. He has always carried out His threatenings to the letter, and to the moment; and, depend upon it, He will
continue to do so, " For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."
It is of no avail to sit down, and draw inferences from the nature of
God, and to argue, " God is love, and therefore He will not execute
the sentence upon the impenitent." He knows what He will do better
than you can infer; He has not left us to inferences, for He has spoken
pointedly and plainly. He says, "He that believeth not shall be
damned," and it will be so, " For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken
it." Infer what you like from His nature; but if you draw an inference contrary to what He has spoken, you have inferred a lie, and you
will find it so.
"Alas," says one, "I shudder at the severity of the Divine sentence." Do you? It is well! I can heartily sympathize with you.
What must he be that does not tremble when he sees the great
Jehovah taking vengeance upon iniquity! The terrors of the Lord
might well turn steel to wax. Let us remember that the gauge of
truth is not our pleasure nor our terror. It is not my shuddering which
can disprove what the mouth of the Lord hath spoken. It may eyen
be a proof of its truth. Did not all the prophet tremble at manifestations of God? Remember how one of them cried, " '\Then I heard,
my belly trembled; my lips quivered at the voice; rottenness entered
into my bones." One of the last of the anointed seers fell at the
Lord's feet as dead. Yet all the shrinking of their nature was not
used by them as an argument for doubt.
o my unconverted and unbelieving hearers, do remember that if
you refuse Christ, and rush upon the keen edge of Jehovah's sword,
your unbelief of eternal judgment will not alter it, nor save you from
it. I know why you do not believe in the terrible threatenings. It
is because you want to be easy in your sins. A certain sceptical
writer, when in prison, was visited by a Christian man, who wished
him well, but he refused to hear a word about religion. Seeing a
Bible in the hand of his visitor, he made this remark, "You do
not expect me to believe in that book, do you? Why, if that book
is true, I am lost for ever." Just so. Therein lies the reason for
half the infidelity in the world, and all the infidelity in our congregations. How can you believe that which condemns you? Ab!
my friends, if you would believe it to be true and act accordingly, you
would also find in that which the mouth of the Lord hath spoken a
way of escape from the wrath to come; for the Book is far more full
of hope than of dread. This inspired volume flows with the milk of
mercy, and the honey of grace. It is not a Doomsday Book of wrath,
but a Testament of grace. Yet, if you do not believe its loving warnings, nor regard its just sentences, they are true all the same. If
you dare its thunders, if you trample on its promises, and even if you
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burn it in your rage, the holy Book still stands unaltered and unalterable; for" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Therefore,
I pray you, treat the sacred Scriptures with respect, and remember
that" These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His
name."
V. And so I must finish, for time fails, when I notice, in the fifth
place, that THIS MAKES THE WORD OF THE LORD THE REASON AND REST
OF OUR FAITH. "The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," is the
foundation of our confidence. There is forgiveness; for God has
said it. Look, friend; you are saying, " I cannot believe that my sins
can be washed away, I feel so unworthy." Yes, but" The mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it." Believe over the head of your unworthiness. "Ah," says one, " I feel so weak I can neither think, nor pray,
nor anything else, as I should." Is it not written, "When we were
yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly" ~
" The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it "; therefore, over the head
of your inability still believe it, for it must be so.
I think I hear some child of God saying, "God has said, ' I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee,' but I am in great trouble; all the
circumstances of my life seem to contradict the promise": yet," The
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," and the promise must stand.
" Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and
verily thou shalt be fed." Believe God in the teeth of circumstances.
If you cannot see a way of escape or a means of help, yet still believe
in the unseen God, and in the truth of His presence; " For the mouth
of the Lord hath spoken it." I think I have come to this pass with
myself, at any rate for the time present, that when circumstances deny
the promise, I believe it none the less. When friends forsake me,
and foes belie me, and my own spirit goes down below zero, and I
am depressed almost to despair, I am resolved to hang to the bare word
of the Lord, and prove it to be in itself an all-sufficient stay and support. I will believe God against all the devils in hell, God against
Ahithophel, and Judas, and Demas, and all the rest of the turncoats;
yea, and God against my own evil heart. His purpose shall stand,
" For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Away, ye that contradict it: ours is a well-grounded confidence, " ]i~or the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it."
By-and-by we shall come to die. The death-sweat shall gather on
our brow, and perhaps our tongue will scarcely serve us. Oh, that
then, like the grand old German Emperor, we may say, " Mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation," and, " He hath helped me with His name."
When we pass through the rivers He will be with us, the floods shall
not overflow us; "For the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."
When we walk through the valley of the shadow of death we shall
fear no evil, for He will be with us; His rod and His staff shall comfort
us. "The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." Ah! what will it be
to break loose from these bonds and rise into the glory? We shall
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soon see the King in His beauty, and be ourselves glorified in His
glory; for "the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." "He that
believeth hath everlasting life"; therefore a glad eternity is ours.
Brethren, we have not followed cunningly devised fables. We
are not "wanton boys that swim on bladders," which will soon
burst under us; but we are resting on firm ground. We abide where
heaven and earth are resting; where the whole universe depends;
where even eternal things have their foundation: we rest on God
Himself. If God shall fail us, we gloriously fail with the whole
universe. But there is no fear; therefore let us trust and not be
afraid. His promise must stand; for" The mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it." 0 Lord, it is enough. Glory be to Thy name, through
Christ Jesus! Amen.
"SHOW ME THY WAY, 0 LORD."
PERSISTENT kindness and undeserved favour were exhibited on behalf
of Lot in Sodom as much perhaps as to any of the" just" men who
have had a place given to them in the Word of God. Wheu he was all
but overwhelmed by the wicked inhabitants who assaulted his house,
the" angels of the Lord put forth their hand and pulled him into the
house and shut to the door." God was for Lot inside, and ten thousand
men outside were powerless. How unaccountable it must have
seemed to them, not to be able to find the door-even although they
were struck blind. "They wearied themselves" going backwards
and forwards, but could not find the spot which they must have known
perfectly well. But it was not to be done. If" just Lot" wa hidden
by God he was not to be found by man. Many of those of whom the
world has not been worthy, will witness to this, when in everlasting
peace they recount one to another all the way that the Lord God led
them. Jeremiah and Baruch would point us to the 26th verse of the
36th chapter of the prophet's book, which tells us that the king
commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of
Azriel, and Shelamiah the son of Abdiel to arrest them. And with
their long names and their high 'offices they tried to do so, but all their
attempts failed before one briefly told fact: "The Lord hid them."
How conclusive the argument of Paul sounds in 2 Corinthians iv. 3,
where he says, " If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost."
It is revealed to them that are saved. It is with God only to reveal
or to withhold the living knowledge of His Gospel; it is the Lord alone
Who can show Christ the door, and take into Himself the just ones
whom He is to deliver from the overwhelming destruction that comes.
" 0 that I knew where I might find Him." Thus Job lamented, and
with Asaph, his spirit made diligent search. But it was not because
they were blind, that they could not see Him: they could see but
the light was gone. The Gospel was behind all the endurance of
Job: he knew that his Redeemer lived. The Gospel sustained Asaph ;
he remembered in his most perplexing dejections that God was the

The Gospel Magazine

175

strength of his heart and his Portion for ever. Such knowledge and
revelation, as these two saints of God had, did not at the time fill their
mouths with singing and with joy. The secrets of God are revealed
to His people, while yet it is dark: but the fact remains that it is
because He is with them that they still hope, still wait and pray and
continue: they walk in darkness but trust in the Name of the Lord,
and stay upon God. The Gospel is revealed with the first living
desire that God puts into the heart. The Gospel was revealed to the
self-condemne'd publican, while it was hidden from the well-meaning
Pharisee. It was hidden from the wise and prudent who clamoured
round the Lord, but was revealed to His poor ignorant friends. They
were like babes, as are all God's regenerated people, brought into a
new world where all is strange, and they weary themselves with whys
and hows and ifs. And Christ says, " Come unto Me, I will give you
rest." It is for Him to appoint the measure and manner of the soul's
journey from the Egypt of nature with all its pleasant fruits and all
its relentless exactions, to the Canaan of the Lord. But" He goeth
before"; seas and droughts are His to control; sins and iniquities
are His, in His infinite mercy, to forgive; needs and wants are His to
supply; enemies are His to subdue, a good land is His to bestow.
How blessed are we if it has been revealed to us, even although it is
yet dark, that we shall not see death before we have seen the Lord's
FOLLOWER-ON.
Christ.
SPURGEON AND THE POWER OF THE HOLY GHOST.
"THE first evidence appears to be the Word of God coming home
with power. If you will turn to the text you will soon see how the
apostle says the Gospel came-' Not to you in word only, but also
in power and in the Holy Ghost.' The Gospel is preached in the
ears of all; it only comes with power to some. The power that is in
the Gospel does not lie in the eloquence of the preacher, otherwise
men would be the converters of souls. Nor does it lie in the preacher's
learning, otherwise it would consist in the wisdom of man. The
power which converts souls does not even lie in the preacher's simplicity or adaptation to his work; that is a secondary agent, but not
the cause. Again, the pnwer which converts souls does not even
lie in the pathos which the speaker may employ. Men may weep to
the tragic muse in a theatre as well as to the prophetic strains in a
chapel. Their creature passions may be impressed through the acting
of the stage as well as by the utterance of God's own servants. No;
there is something more than this wanted, and where that is absent
all preaching is a nullity. We might preach till our tongues rotted,
till we should exhaust our lungs and die, but never a soul would be
converted unless there were mysterious power going with it-the
Holy Ghost, changing the will of man. 0 sirs! we might as well
preach to stone walls as preach to humanity unless the Holy Ghost
be with the Word, to give it power to convert the soul."
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SPURGEON AND OUR LORD'S SUBSTITUTION.
FIRST, then, let us think about THE BLESSED FACT ITSELF.
That fact is, that Christ Himself bore our sins in His own body on
the tree. This fact is the sum and substance, the pith and marrow
of the whole Gospel; so, lay hold of it; feed upon it, and live by
it. God, of old, in infinite justice, determined that sin must be
punished, but He also determined to save His people, whom He
had given to His Son by an everlasting Covenant. How could
both these results come to pass 1 Divine wisdom devised the
plan of substitution; and Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became man,
that He might be able to be the Substitute for sinners. It was fitting
that He should take that position, for He had, by His Covenant with
the Father, assumed the place of Head of the race of mankind-the
second Adam, the Lord from heaven. The people, whom He had
chosen as His own, were all represented in Him; therefore He was
fully qualified to stand in their stead, and to serve and suffer in their
room and place.
And He did so, first, because the sins of God's people were laid
upon Him. What saith Isaiah 1 "The Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all." If you carefully read through that fifty-third of
Isaiah, you will notice that, several times, in so many distinct words
the sin of Christ's people is said to have been transferred to Him, and
borne by Him. I remember, once, hearing a certain divine assert
that sin could not be transferred; but it was, for Holy Scripture
again and again declares that it was. "Blessed is the man," says
David, "unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity." The man
has committed iniquity, but it is not imputed to him because it has
been imputed to Christ Jesus, his Substitute, Who stood in that
sinner's stead, and took upon Himself that sinner's sin. In vision, I
can see the Christ of God coming forth from the Father, bearing upon
His shoulders the enormous load of His people's guilt. It well-nigh
crushes Him with its awful weight, but He presses on. He is Himself
perfectly innocent; but sins not His own are reckoned to Him, for
" He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the sin of
many."
In due time, in consequence of this imputation, our blessed Master
bore our sins in another sense, namely, by answering for them at the
bar of God. As Joseph Hart sings" Came at length the dreadful night;
Vengeance with its iron rod
Stood, and with collected might
Bruised the harmless Lamb of God,"-

because He was the Sin-bearer. Christ then appeared with His
people's sin upon Him; so, when Divine justice came to punish sin,
and found it upon Christ, it arrested Him, and bruised Him so sorely
that He sweat, as it were, great drops of blood falling to the ground.
Justice took Him off, like a malefactor, to the hall of judgment, and
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there was no one to declare His innocence, and to plead for His
release. He was brutally scourged and given over to the Roman
soldiers, that they might treat Him as they would; for nothing was
thought of Him, even as He had made Himself of no reputation.
In the hall of the Prretorian guards all manner of insults were heaped
upon His blessed Person. Then they took Him out to the hill of
doom; they nailed Him to the transverse wood, they lifted Him up
on high, they fixed His cross in the earth, and there they let Him
die, hanging by His hands and feet. Thus was He, " His own self,"
bearing, "in His own body on the tree," the sins of all His people,
and, all the while, His soul was being tortured with sufferings th:'lt
cannot be described in human language. We must be perfectly pure,
as He was, before we can even begin to understand how sin must
have affected Him. We must be perfectly happy, as He was, before
we can comprehend how He suffered when He was enduring the
wrath of God for our sakes, and was forced to cry, "My God, my
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" That was because He was
bearing the consequences of our sin. He took the sin upon Him;
and therefore He also took the sorrow which resulted from the sin.
He took the place of the guilty, so He must suffer the penalty which
they had incurred; and the text tells us, as a matter of fact, that
He, His own self, bore our sins in His own body on the tree.
Before we pass on, let us draw the right inference from this blessed
fact, namely, that, if Christ bore our sins, we need not bear themnay, we do not bear them. If, as a believer in Jesus, I know that
He bore my sin, it cannot be on my back and also on His. It cannot
be that He took the sin upon Himself, yet left it upon me. A thing
cannot be in two places at one time; so, if He bore my sin, I am
clear. Again is verified the text I quoted to you just now: "Blessed
is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity." How can
He impute it to him when He has already imputed it to Christ, and
caused Christ to suffer in that man's stead? So there, again I say,
is the very core of salvation, the heart of the Gospel-Christ suffering
in the room, and place, and stead of all who believe in Him.
Note carefully the words of the text. It saith not only that Christ
bore our sins; but, from the full, unqualified expression that is used,
it is implied that He bore them all: "Who His own self bare our
s'ins"; that is to say, whatever sins a believer has ever committed,
or ever will commit, Christ bore them on the tree. Sins original and
sins natural; sins actual and practical; sins of thought, and word,
and deed; heinous sins-blasphemies, uncleannesses; those that are
thought to be the minor sins-evil imaginations, hasty words: I will
not go on with the list, for time would fail me to get to the end of it ;
but when you have mentioned all the sins you can think of, I can
still say that the text covers them all: "Who His own self bare our
sins "-not some of them, not the greater ones, not the lesser ones
to the exclusion of the greater, but all our sins-" in His own body
on the tree."

176

The Gospel Magazine
.. Covered is our nnrighteonsness,
From condemnation we are free."

And the text, from its unguardedness, teaches us that Christ completely bore all our sins: "Who His own self bare our sins." They
were all laid upon Him, and He did effectually carry them away and
make an end of them. He bore them" to the tree," says the margin,
and crucified them there; He carried them upon His shoulders up
to the cross, and there, once for all, annihilated them, so that they
have ceased to be. 0 my soul, rejoice as thou dost look upon the
Sin-bearer, Who made a full, complete, and absolutely acceptable
atonement, finished transgression, made an end of sins, made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlasting righteousness, as
it was foretold that the Messiah would do. In this, we do rejoice,
yea, and will rejoice.
The text also implies, from its being free from any kind of limitation,
that Christ alone bore them: "Who His own self bare our sins."
There was no Peter, or James, or John, to help Him in His hour of
deepest need; nor did an angel tread that winepress side by side with
Him. Alone and single-handed our great Champion entered the
arena, and won the victory for us. Let this be oue of the chief articles
in our creed henceforth and for evermore. I say to the man who
calls himself a priest, "No, sir, I do not want any absolution from
you, even though you may be a lineal descendant of the apostlesthrough Judas Iscariot-for I am perfectly satisfied with the forgiveness which I have obtained by faith in Christ Jesus. You say that
you can offer for me 'the unbloody sacrifice of the mass' in order
to help in the putting away of my sin; but I need nothing of the
kind, for Christ, ' His own self, bare our sins in His own body on the
tree.''' On that tree, He Himself said of His atoning sacrifice, " It
is finished." "This man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins
for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting
till His enemies be made His footstool. For by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Let these words roll
out like a thunder peal, and let all men know that there is no need
of any addition to that sacrifice-either of penance, or purgatory, or
human merit, or priestly power-nor can there be any repetition of it.
Love's redeeming work was done by Christ alone, and in Him we rest,
and in Him alone.
The sweetness, however, of this passage lies in the fact that Christ
bore our sins. Come, brethren and sisters, can we all say that" Christ bore our sins "~ I am not now talking of the general aspect
of the work of Christ, for it had a special aspect to believers, and the
full blessings of the atonement only come to them. .. Christ loved
the Church, and gave Himself for it." Can we say, then, " Who His
own self bare our sins "~ Let me put it in the singular, and pass it
round to each one here; can you say, my friend, "Who His own
self bare my sins in His own body on the tree "~ My sins, so many
and so heavy, and once so terrible to me-He bore them, bore them
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all, and I am clear, and free from every charge because He bore them.
This is being saved. I trust Christ, and know, in consequence, that
He bore my sins-then I am saved. How many of you are thus
saved? May the heart-searching Spirit of God go from soul to soul,
and constrain you to give a true answer; and if you cannot reply
in the way we wish, give the other answer, and say, " I do not know
that Christ did bear my sins." When you get home, write that down
and look at it: "I am not trusting in Christ. I have no part nor
lot in Him. My sin is pressing upon me, but I have no saving interest
in Christ." I think that, if you were to write that down legibly with
pen and ink, and then sit down a little while and think it over, it
might be much more useful to you than any word of mine. "No,
sir," you say, " I should not like to write that." But surely you may
write what is true. A man ought not to be afraid to know the truth
about his spiritual state, nor yet to write it for his own eye to see.
I do not ask you to print it in the newspaper or in a book, but just
to put it down for your own information: "I am without Christ;
I am an unbeliever; I am still in my sins. If I die as I am, I shall
be lost." Oh, may God grant that you may see your true condition,
and feel it, and not rest until you can say, "Now I have believed,
and I know that Christ, His own self, bore my sins in His own body
on the tree." If you are trusting Him, you know that He did so.
Your faith is the evidence of your election, and the proof of your
redemption; and if you do but simply and completely trust Him,
He has saved you, and you may rejoice in the fact that, in the sight
of God, you are fully and freely forgiven.
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" MORE and more do I loathe whatever takes away from, or encumbers,
the simplicity of the way of salvation-of the doctrine of Faith, in
justification; and of the Spirit in regeneration and sanctificationas our articles and homilies teach, and such reformers as Jewel and
Hooper, and Latimer and Ridley, proclaimed. All present defections
only drive me further into the refuge, as those views present it."Bishop McIlvaine.
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SPURGEON AND CHAFF IN THE PULPIT.

" How much ministry there is that has nothing but chaff in it. What
else can we say of those exquisite preparations for the pulpit in which
cuttings from the reviewers, cullings from the poets, and choice scraps
from Scripture writers are woven together with a fine overture to
begin, and a flowing peroration to finish? What can we say of it
but chaff, chaff without a grain of pure wheat from first to last? I
should like to chain eloquence down to a post; there let it be bound
for ever in the land of forgetfulness; never again let it lift its brazen
face in this world. Aiming at oratory, cultivating rhetoric, the Gospel,
which eschews the words of man's wisdom and demands great plainness
of speech, has been disparaged and displaced. We shall not get back
a strong race of Christians till we get back such a sturdy band of outspoken men as dare their reputation, if not their lives, upon the unvarnished testimony they give to the truth they know, the truth as
it is in Jesus; the truth as it burns in their own hearts, and fires
their tongues; the truth as it co=ends itself to every man's conscience
in the sight of God; bearing thus witness to this Book with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven. But, undoubtedly, there are thousands
of Christians at this good hour who are lamed for life through unqualified, unhallowed teaching. God save us from its hateful witcheries and
its baneful influences. If we have got to preach, let us preach; but
for heaven's sake let us know what we have got to say, and let us say
it as though we meant it, or for ever hold our tongues. There be some
who seem to speak as if they meant to say nothing, and they succeed
to their heart's content, if that is their intention; nothing comes of
it. The children of God trained under their auspices do not know
whether God has an elect people or not--whether the saints will persevere or whether they will fall away and perish-they do not know
whether Christ redeemed everybody, or somebody. They have no clear
notion whatsoever of the things which make for their peace. May we
be preserved from all wilful ignorance and woeful infatuation. May
God supply us constantly with strong meat and sound health to digest
it."-Spurgeon's Sermon on Lame.. Sheep in" Trumpet Calls to Christian
Energy," pp. 305, 306.

" GOD will never leave the believer till He has accomplished all that
He has promised concerning him; and God will never leave the sinner,
till He has accomplished what He has threatened concerning him."Romaine.
"WHAT in me is dark
Illumine, what is low raise and support;
That to the height of this great argument
I may assert eternal Providence,
And justify the ways of God to men."Paradise Lost.
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ll'oung .folks' jpage.
THE TWO THIEVES.

of my young readers will at once understand who were the
two thieves of whom I write. They were crucified with the Lord
Jesus Christ--" on either side one, and Jesus in the midst." Why
was He thus placed in the midst ~ No doubt it was in order to make
it appear that He was the worst criminal of the three! He Who
knew no sin was" numbered with the transgressors, and He bare the
sin of many," as was foretold by the prophet Isaiah about seven
hundred years before. How terrible it must have been for the Holy
One, the spotless Son of God, thus to suffer the agony of the Cross
in order to make full atonement for guilty sinners, such as we are!
MOST

"Complete atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed:
Nor can His wrath on me take pla.ce,
If sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkled with Thy blood."

The two thieves were thus placed equally near to the dying
Redeemer, but what a contrast they were to each other. One of them
joined with the crowd in reviling Him, scoffing at Him, and mocking
Him by saying to the Lord Jesus, " If Thou be the Christ save Thyself
and us." He was within a few hours of eternity, and yet so callous
and hardened in sin that he cared nothing about his soul. How awful
it is to think of anyone scoffing at heavenly things in the face of death.
Let those who put off to a distant future any care about spiritual
things remember the impenitent thief.
But now adore the mercy and grace of God as you look at the
penitent thief. As the other called out to the Lord Jesus in mockery
and scorn, this one with much concern and astonishment rebuked
him. He confessed that they were indeed sinners, that they were
being justly punished for their eVil doings, but, referring to the Lord
Jesus Christ, he used the remarkable language, " this Man hath done
nothing amiss." Pilate could find no fault in Him. No charge brought
against Him could be sustained, but further than that, the Lord
Jesus had done nothing amiss, nothing wrong. What a clear view the
Holy Spirit had given him of the spotless Son of God! He had also
been taught to put his whole trust and confidence in the Saviour, Who
hung upon that Cross, for he said to Jesus, " Lord, remember me when
Thou comest into Thy kingdom." You see, "the dying thief who
rejoiced to see that fountain in his day," evidently believed that the
Lord would at some future time come in His kingdom, and cried to
be remembered when that event took place.
Oh, the joy which this confession of faith and cry for mercy must
have brought to Jesus! The words must indeed have been sweet to
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Him at such a time and under such circumstances. A gracIOus
response at once came from His lips: "Verily I say unto thee,
To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." Not at some future time
would he be in Paradise but that very day they would enter the
abode of bliss.
This is one of the grandest scenes in the Gospel story. There is
" None too vile or loathsome
For a Saviour's grace."
E. A. H.

SPURGEON AS A CHILD.
FOR THE YOUNG.

THE late Mr. Spurgeon, who became a great preacher of the Gospel,
was born on June 19th, 1834. When he was only six years old he
was still in pinafores, and used to go to a woman's school. He wanted
a stick of slate pencil and he had no money to buy it with. "I was
afraid," he says, "of being scolded for losing my pencils so often,
for I was a careless little fellow, and did not dare to ask at home.
What, then, was I to do 1 There was a, little shop in the place where
nuts and tops and cakes and balls were sold by old Mrs. Pearson, and
sometimes I had seen boys and girls get trusted by the old lady. I
argued with myself that Christmas was coming and somebody or
other would be sure to give me a penny then, and perhaps even a
whole silver sixpence. I would therefore get into debt for a stick of
slate pencil, and be sure to pay at Christmas. I did not feel easy
about it, but still I screwed up my courage and went into the shop.
One farthing was the amount, and as I had never owed anything
before my credit was good. The pencil was handed over by a kind
dame, and I was in debt. It did not please me much, and I felt as
if I had done wrong, but I little knew how soon I should smart for it."
Something about the boy made his father think something was
wrong, and he made his boy tell him all about what he had done.
Then his father spoke to him of the evils of getting into debt, how
it might become a habit, and might bring disgrace on his family, and
lead to himself being put into prison.
"I was marched off," Mr. Spurgeon says, "to the shop like a
deserter marched into barracks, crying bitterly all down the street and
feeling dreadfully ashamed, because I thought everybody knew I was
in debt. The farthing was paid amid solemn warnings, and the poor
debtor was set free like a bird out of a cage." We are told that young
Spurgeon vowed that he would never get into debt again, and he
never did.
We hope all our young readers will take care never to go into debt,
and we hope the same of all our older readers. Debt is a bad thing.
If we need anything, and have not money to pay for it, then if we
are trusting in Christ as our Saviour, and know that God has forgiven
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all our sins by cleansing us in Christ's blood, we may be sure that
God will supply all our needs and give us the money to purchase them.
Our Lord says to His people, " If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father
Which is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him 1 "
(Matthew vii. 11).

\!!orrfsponl:umCf.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A missionary writes: "Thank you very much for
your splendid parcel of literature and cards. You always send something that seems to come in so useful to us for giving away. And we
hear how it is made a blessing. The cards with John iii. 16 on them
are lovely. What a glorious Gospel and still the power of God unto
salvation. May it go forth with greater earnestness and power than
ever before. It is what the people need. What trying times we are
living in, and what indifference! But praise God there are those who
love Him everywhere, and souls are being brought into the Good
Shepherd's fold here and there." The Secretary of the Beddington
Free Grace Library writes: "Dear friend, How is it with you 1 Still
many a sorrow, many a labour, many a tear 1 as one said, that in His
guerdon here, but the morning cometh and it will be a morning without
clouds. The singing of birds will not be hushed at the approach of
danger, it will be peace, perfect peace. Meantime you have to live,
and each tiny offering for Jesu's sake helps to make your path easier.
I enclose 10s. for your personal use. Yours for Zion's sake." This
was specially helpful in a time of need.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol 4, March, 1934.

"THE Lord's glvmg in answer to prayer must be according to His
measure, manner, and time."-Benj. Keach.
" THERE is no difference, by nature, between the elect and others;
those who are now glorified in heaven, and walk the golden streets
clad with robes of purity, were by nature as unholy and undefiled,
and as far from original righteousness, as those who, by their own
rejection of Christ, and by their love of sin, have brought themselves
into the pit of eternal torment, as a punishment for their crimes.
The only reason why there is a difference between those who are in
heaven and those who are in hell, rests with Divine grace. It is of
Divine grace alone."-C. H. Spurgeon.
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SPURGEON AND THE CROSS OF CHRIST.
FIRST, let us inquire, WHAT IS THIS CROSS OF CHRIST to which some
men are sadly said to be enemies?
Of course, it is not the material cross. It is not anything made in
the shape of the cross. There are some who can fall down, and adore
a cross of wood, or stone, or gold; but I cannot conceive of a greater
wounding of the heart of Christ than to pay reverence to anything in
the shape of a cross, or to bow before a crucifix. Methinks the
Saviour must say, " What! what! am I the Son of God, and do they
make even Me into an idol? I Who have died to redeem men from
their idolatries, am I Myself taken, and carved, and chiselled, and
molten, and set up as an image to be worshipped by the sons of
men?" When God says, "Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:
thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them"; it is a
strange phantasy of human guilt that men should say, "We will
even take the image of the Son of God, or some ghastly counterfeit
that purports to be His image, and will bow down and worship it, as
if to make the Christ of God an accomplice in an act of rebellion
against the commandment of the holy law." No, it is not the
material cross to which Paul alludes; we have nothing to do with
these outward symbols now.
What is the cross of Christ, then? Well, first, it is that doctrine
which is the centre of His holy religion, the doctrine of the atonement.
By the cross we mean that the Son of God did actually and literally
die, nailed to a Roman gibbet as a malefactor, numbered with the
transgressors, doing this because He had, of His own voluntary will,
taken upon himself the sin of His people, and, being found with that
sin upon him, He must expiate it by His death. He must lay down
His life, " the Just for the unjust, to bring us to God" ; as itis written,
" He hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him." Now, they who oppo"e
this doctrine are" the enemies of the cross of Christ"; and they who
accept this atonement, and repose their entire confidence upon it, are
the friends of the cross of Christ. They think of that sacrifice on
Calvary with reverence linked with love. They never know how
sufficiently to speak of it with adoring gratitude that ever such a
Victim should have been presented, the Father Himself giving Him,
and that such a Victim should ever have been slain, the Lord resigning
His life for us. Oh, it is wonderful, and more than wonderful, a
miracle that carries every other miracle within itself, greater and
diviner than all the deeds whereof poets have sung, even though tbey
be the deeds of God Himself, for in this He has excelled Himself.
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"God, in the person of His Son,
Hath all His mightiest works outdone."

They are" the enemies of the cross of Christ," who try to belittle this
great atonement, and to make it out to be a very small affair, next to
nothing in importance. As I have often said of some preachers, they
teach that Jesus Christ did something or other, which in some way
or other, is in some measure or other, connected with our salvation.
We do not teach any such hazy ideas as that; we say that He laid down
His life for the sheep, and that for those sheep He has made a perfect,
complete, and effectual redemption, by which He has delivered them
from the wrath to come. Blessed is he who rejoices in that doctrine
of the cross of Christ!
But by the cross is sometimes meant, in Scripture, the Gospel which
is the outflow of that central doctrine. And what is that Gospel? Why,
that "God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them," and that" He hath committed
unto us the word of reconciliation," which word of reconciliation is
this, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved."
" He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life." This is the
Gospel which we proclaim: "For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life." As we preach this Gospel
to the sons of men, we hear Christ crying to them through us, " Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest." "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." It is a promise of
free, instantaneous, perfect, irreversible, everlasting pardon to all
who will believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God, for He is-mark
this word-" the Author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
· "
Hlm.
Other salvation there is none than that which lies in His hand,
but He hath opened His hand upon the cross, and to-day He
supplies the want of every sinner who comes and trusts to Him. He
who quarrels with that doctrine is an enemy of the cross of Christ.
Whether he makes baptism to be the modus of salvation, or sets up
any rite or ceremony whatsoever, whether divinely-appointed or
humanly-invented, he is an enemy of the cross of Christ. Circumcision was venerable, it pertained to the fathers, and was the seal of
the ancient Covenant; but even it became an evil thing when the
false teachers would have had the Gentile converts to be circumcised
that they might escape from bearing the cross of Christ, and might
trust in circumcision instead of in Christ alone; "for," says Paul, " in
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature." The doctrine of justification by faith is
the Gospel; I know no other, and I wish to know no other. "Be it
known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this Man
is preached unto you -the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that
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believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be
justified by the law of Moses." But, alas! there are still many who
are enemies of that doctrine, and so are "enemies of the cross of
Christ."
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THROUGH the continued goodness of God inclining the hearts of friends
to practical sympathy with the aged members of the Lord's family,
for whose benefit the Society exists, the needs of another year have
been met, and in closing the financial year the Committee express their
gratitude to the Giver of all good gifts, and their appreciation of the
continued assistance of many friends.
The Committee are glad that in response to the recent appeal several
Churches have kindly arranged for collections towards the funds, and
they hope this example may be followed by others.
With upwards of a thousand pilgrims on our books who see in the
pension received the good hand of God, the Committee confidently
anticipate a continuance of the needed help of sympathisers.
The Committee hope to meet a large number of subscribers and
friends at Caxton Hall on the occasion of the Annual 1eeting on
Friday, May 4th.
Meetings on behalf of the Society will (D.V.) be held at Zion Chapel,
Norbiton, on the evening of April 4th, and at Hope Chapel, East Ham,
on the 19th, at Castlegate Chapel, Grantham, on Sunday the 29th,
and at Lincoln on the 30th. The Quarterly Record for April will
contain a portrait of our late esteemed friend, Mr. Isaac Farncombe,
and also particulars of the various meetings through 1934.
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ECHOES OF C. H. SPURGEON. By Clement Wileman. Pp. 16. Price
One Penny. (Clement Wileman, 74, Vivian Avenue, Hendon,
London, N.W.4.)
This pamphlet is attractively printed and got up, and is well suited
for distribution during this centenary year of Spurgeon's birth.
Short articles give information about Spurgeon's Tabernacle,
Orphanage and College, and about Spurgeon's Conversion. Quotations
from Spurgeon on " The Second Advent," " Justification," " Sovereign
Grace," etc., are also given.
" AFFLICTIONS are sent to bring us to our Bibles and to our knees."Matthew Henry.
" THE woundings of God have more kindness in them than the kisses
of many men."-Caryl.

