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EYES LIFTED UP UNTO THE LORD.
" Unto Thee lift I up mine eyes, 0 Thou that dwellest in the heavens."

-PSALM cxxiii. 1.
PSALM one hundred and twenty-three is one of the fifteen" songs
of degrees," or "songs of goings-up." It is supposed that this
title was given to these psalms because they were sung by the
pilgrims who went up three times a year to Jerusalem to keep
the yearly feasts. On catching the first glimpse of the hills which
surrounded Jerusalem they would say, "I will lift up mine eyes
unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh
from the LORD, which made heaven and earth." Then, as the
pilgrims neared Jerusalem, they would say, "I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go into ~he house of the LORD. Our feet
shall stand within thy gates, 0 Jerusalem" (Ps. cxxi. 1, 2; cxxii.
1, 2).
Psalm one hundred and twenty-three shows that the pilgrim
to the earthly Zion may be in distress. He may have to say,
"Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that
are at ease, and with the contempt of the proud" (verse 4). So,
too, though we may be pilgrims to the heavenly Zion, we shall
often need to cry unto our GOD for fresh experiences of His mercy.
Many are the afflictions and trials of the righteous as they journey
towards the heavenly Jerusalem. These trials will drive them
unto the LORD in earnest supplication, but they know that they
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can always c~)Unt upon His tender sympathy, and His almighty
support.
Taking the whole Psalm as the subject of our meditation, let
us first think ot the PERSON to whom the psalmist directed His prayer.
It was directed to Him" that dwellest in the heavens." This
reminds us of the exalted position which our GOD occupies. Heaven
is His throne and His dwelling place. He is far above all earthly
powers, and above all our foes. Yet He "looketh from heaven "
and" He beholdeth all the sons of men" (Ps. xxxiii. 13). " From
the place of His habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants
of the earth" (verse 14). "The LORD'S throne is in heaven,"
and from thence" His eyes behold, His eyelids try, the children
of men" (Ps. xi. 4).
The proud and the scornful may hold the LORD'S people in
contempt, but they can do nothing without His knowledge.
Dwelling in the heavens our GOD exercises His sovereignty.
"He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand,
or say unto Him, What doest Thou 1" (Dan. iv. 35.) The heathen
may say, "Where is now thy GOD 1" Our answer is, "Our
GOD is in the heavens: He hath done whatsoever He hath pleased "
(Ps. cxv. 2, 3).
There is no limit to His power to help His people. He is
"mightier than the noise of many waters." Moreover, though
He is so high and so exalted, "He hath respect unto the lowly."
He dwells "in the high and holy place, with him also that is of
a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones" (Isa. I vii. 15).
There is every encouragement then to the tired pilgrims to Zion
to lift up their eyes to Him" that dwelleth in the heavens." He
Who dwells in the heavens is "the LORD our GOD" (verse 2).
He is the GOD Who hath taken us into Covenant with Himself.
He has written His law in our hearts. He has forgiven our iniquity
through the blood of the everlasting Covenant, and He has said
concerning us, " I will be their GOD, and they shall be My people"
(see Jer. xxxi. 31-34). He has pledged Himself therefore to be
our GOD, and therefore to use all His attributes on our behalf.
Not in vain then shall we lift up our eyes unto Him. Not in vain
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shall we "wait upon the LORD our GOD, until that He have mercy
upon us." We who lift up our eyes unto Him are following the
example of our LORD and SAVIOUR, Who "lifted up His eyes to
heaven, and said, FATHER, the hour is come; glorify Thy SON"
(John xvii. 1). That prayer was answered. The GOD of Abraham,
and of Isaac, and of Jacob eventually" glorified His SON JESUS"
(Acts iii. 13). The same GOD will answer our prayers. Sometimes we may be like the publican who" would not lift up so
much as his eyes unto heaven" (Luke xviii. 13), but it was evident
that he lifted up the eyes of his soul to heaven, when he said,
"GOD be merciful to me, a sinner." No doubt the psalmist did
more than lift up his bodily eyes unto GOD. We may be sure
that in effect he said, "Unto Thee, 0 LoRD, do I lift my soul. 0
my GOD, I trust in Thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine
enemies triumph over me" (Ps. xxv. 1, 2). If we are pilgrims
to Zion let us frequently lift up our eyes unto Him that dwelleth
in the heavens. We shall find by blessed experience His eyes
meet our eyes, and that His W'ord is true which says, "The eyes
of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show
Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward
Him" (2 Chron. xvi. 9).
Secondly, let us think of the trial wh1',ch occasioned the psalmist's
prayer.
He and others of GOD'S people were held in contempt by those

who were at ease. "Our soul," the psalmist says, "is exceedingly
filled ",rith the scorning of those that are at ease" (verse 4). We
read, "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion." Such" put far away
the evil day." They indulge -themselves in eating and drinking
and in the pleasures of music, "but they are not grieved for the
affliction of Joseph" (Amos vi. 1-6). They are not concerned
about sin, and its penalty. The psalmist and others of the LORD'S
people were treated with scorn and contempt by those who were
living in worldly and carnal security. We read of Nehemiah and
others who were concerned for the prosperity of Zion, being
laughed to scorn and despised by Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem,
representatives of an ungodly world. (See Neh. ii. 19.) The
" contempt of the proud" greatly wounded the psalmist's feelings.
Hence he lifted np his eyes unto the LORD. The LORD'S people
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to-day must not expect any better treatment. If they are true
to GOD, true to CHRIST; true to the Gospel of His grace, and are
endeavouring to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith they are
called, and to bear testimony to the old truths, they are sure to
be more or less held in contempt by them that are at ease, and by
those who walk in pride.
But, " Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they
shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you
and cast out your name as evil, for the SON OF MAN'S sake.
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward
is great in heaven; for in the like manner did their fathers unto
the prophets" (Luke vi. 22, 23).
Thirdly, let us think ot the character ot the psalmist's prayer.
It was personal. "Unto Thee lift I up mine eyes." The
pilgrim to Zion need not wait for other pilgrims to cry unto GOD,
though corporate prayer is good. He, himself, should lift up his
soul unto the LORD, and cry mightily unto Him for help and
comfort in his times of trial.
It was representative prayer. The psalmist seems to have
identified himself with GOD'S spiritual Israel as a whole. Hence
he says, "OUT eyes wait upon the LORD our GOD." Or he may
have invited others to join him in united prayer in reference to
the trials which came to them all.
Then it was persevering prayer. "As the eyes of servants look
unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto
the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD our
GOD, until that He have mercy upon us" (verse 2). Dr. Kitto,
in his pictorial Bible, says on this: "It is the custom in the East
to convey orders to attendants or officers by slight but wellunderstood motions of the hands or fingers. Thus a person while
entertaining guests or visitors, and conversing with them, will give
directions to the attendants by a very slight motion, which is
seldom noticed by the strangers, as he does not interrupt the
conversation or make any marked movement, not even to look
towards those for whom his intimation is intended, as he well
knows that their attention is steadily directed to the hands of
their master." As then the eyes of a servant are perseveringly
and steadily directed to the hands of his master in order to obey
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at once any direction which the master's hand indicates, so the
psalmist's eyes were directed to the LORD, and his heart went up
to Him in prayer, not ceasing until His mercy was shown and
bestowed. So our LORD teaches us to pray perseveringly and
not to faint. GOD will certainly avenge His own elect who cry
day and night unto Him.
Such prayer is also believing in its character. It is because
faith in GOD is present that the pilgrim to Zion goes on saying,
"Have mercy upon us, 0 LORD, have mercy upon us: for we are
exceedingly filled with contempt."
Ah, do we not all need to cry for mercy ~ "GOD be merciful
to me a sinner," is a prayer which is never out of place in the
believer's experience. We need to come boldly every day to the
throne of grace for mercy and for grace. We need pardoning
mercy, comforting mercy, delivering mercy, guiding mercy, and
keeping mercy. It is an infinite mercy that mercy is obtainable,
and that it is from everlasting to everlasting for those who fear
the LORD. May we follow, then, the example of the psalmist
and lift up our eyes unto the LORD our GoD. May our prayer be,
"Cause me to hear Thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in
Thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk;
for I lift up my soul unto Thee" (Ps. cx.liii. 8).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

IS CHRIST BEING EXALTED ~
"Is Christ being exalted and honoured by the legislation of the
civilized nations of the earth? Is He honoured and glorified by the
great mass of the literature that is pouring from the printing presses
of the world? What place is given Him in the high councils of the
nations? Need we wait to give answers? But we ask again what
place is given lIim by men eminent in science, philosophy and literature? What place is given Him in His own professing Church, in
the theological chairs of our colleges and in the pulpits of our Churches?
Are they all joining with one accord in giving Him the place of preeminence which the Father has given Him? Are we willing that He
should reign ~ Whether we are willing or not He is to reign till His
enemies are put under His feet. The cause of Christ's enemies is
the most hopeless on which men ever embarked."-Rev. D. Beawn.
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SOWING BESIDE ALL WATERS.
" In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine
hand: tor thatt knowest not whether shall prosper, either this
or that, or whether they both shall be al1:ke good."-EcCLESIASTES
xi. 6.

THREE of the verses in this chapter refer to sowing-verses 1, 4,
and 6. The first verse needs a little explanation. It reads,
"Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after
many days." Fausset says, "Waters-image from the custom of
sowing seed by casting it from boats into the overflowing waters
of the Nile, or in any marshy ground. 'Vhen the waters receded,
the grain in the alluvial soil sprang up." Again he says, "The
meaning is, 'Cast thy seed upon the waters when the river overflows its banks; the seed will sink into the mud, and will spring
up when the waters subside, and you will find it after many days
in a rich harvest.''' He adds, "Before sowing, they send oxen,
etc., into the water to tread the ground for sowing" (Jamieson,
Fausset and Brown's Commentary on Ecclesiastes xi. 1, and Isaiah
xxxii. 20). The inspired teaching of Solomon about sowing has
reference both to literal and to spiritual sowing. Of the latter
we propose specially to treat in these" Wayside Notes."
First, it is suggested that sowing is a duty.
This is true of natural sowing. Despite the thorns and thistles
which the ground now brings forth as a result of sin, it was God's
design that man should work: hard in sowing and reaping in order
to obtain food for his bodily sustenance. "In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground"
(Gen. iii. 19).
There is, however, spiritual seed and spiritual sowing. This is
illustrated in the parable of the Sower, where our Lord teaches
us that the seed represents the Word of God. (Luke viii. n.)
The ground represents the heart, and the different kinds of ground
represent the different conditions of the heart. Now our Lord's
injunctions plainly indicate that the seed is to be sown, the Gospel
of His grace is to be proclaimed. "Go ye," He says to His people,
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"into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature."
The need of repentance and the good tidings concerning the
remission of sins' are to be preached in His name among all nations.
Jerusalem, and all J udrea, and Samaria, and the uttermost parts of
the earth, were to hear the Gospel of God's grace. The Church
of God was to be responsible in person or by deputy to carry out
this Divine purpose. The Gospel must first be published among
all nations" (Mark xiii. 10).
As it is manifest that all are not called to preach the Gospel,
so all are not called to go personally to the uttermost parts of
the earth. But all believers can help by prayer, selt-denial, and
gifts to spread the Gospel everywhere, and all can, by Divine
grace, in greater or less degree, be witnesses unto Christ in the
place where God designs them to be in His providence. Parents
can bear testimony to Gospel truth in their families. Christian
men can bear testimony at times when in contact with others in
their journeys, and in their employments. They can also use
their influence to encourage others to attend the ministry of faithful men of God, in the prayerful hope that God may cause the seed
of His truth to bear fruit to His glory, and the eternal good of
those who hear the Word.
The words, "Cast thy bread (or bread-corn) upon the waters,"
and" in the morning sow thy seed," suggest the duty as well as
the privilege of sowing Gospel seed in the hearts of those at home
and abroad. We recently read that only two per cent of the huge
population of India and Burma are even nominally Christian.
What an immense number there are still in heathen darkness, and
superstition and spiritual ignorance, and what a call there is to
preach the Gospel in the dark places of the earth with a view to
the fulfilment of God's gracious purpose to accomplish the number
of His elect. What a call, too, there is for more self-denial and
greater liberality on the part of God's living and regeneratecl
people. We recently read of a man who spent twenty pounds a
year on cigars. How few there are who give anything like twenty
pounds a year for the Lord's work at home and abroad.
Secondly, it needs to be remembered that the seed to be sown is 0/
Divine origin.
The Gospel which is to be preached is " the Gospel of God which
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He promised afore by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. i. 1-3). It is
a Gospel which originated with God, and has been revealed in the
Scriptures. It is a Gospel, the contents of which would never
have been thought of by man. It is a Gospel which tells us that
sin was so awful in the sight of God that He through His infinite
grace and mercy felt it necessary to arrange to send His onlybegotten, His eternal, and His well-beloved Son to bear sin's
penalty in the room and in the stead of the chosen objects of His
eternal love. It is a Gospel which tells of salvation wholly and
solely by the unmerited grace and favour of God. It is a Gospel
which tells of a Divine power outside ourselves which reaches
down to the spiritually-dead sinner, quickens him and brings him
out of the horrible pit of sin, and sets his feet upon the Rock of
Ages, and leads him to give praise unto God as the sole source of
His deliverance.
It is a Gospel which tells of a full, gratuitous, and eternal forgiveness of sin through the redeeming blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.
It tells of eternal justification and deliverance from condemnation.
It tells of a robe of righteousness wherewith the believing sinner
is Divinely covered, and of garments of salvation wherewith he
is Divinely clothed. It tells of the convicting, quickening, and
regenerating, and keeping power of the Holy Ghost, which is
experienced by every sinner who is the chosen object of His sanctifying work. It tells us of the final and eternal glory which will
be shared and experienced by all the redeemed people of God.
This Gospel, being revealed in the inspired Scriptures, is called the
Word of God. "The Word of the Lord endureth for ever,"
says the Apostle Peter, and he adds, "This is the Word which
by the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Pet. i. 25). This Gospel
is the seed which is to be sown. Natural seed may vary in quality.
This seed never varies. It is always abidingly the same, and we
are not at liberty to sow any other seed than the pure Gospel
of the grace of God. A good deal that is now taught will not
square with the pure truth of the Gospel. Our business is to
preach the Word, nothing else and nothing more, whether men
will hear, or whether they will forbear from hearing. The Lord
said to the prophet Ezekiel, "All My words that I shall speak
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unto thee receive in thine heart, and hear with thine ears." The
full truth is first to be received and welcomed into our own hearts.
Then the prophet was to go and speak the words which he had
received: "Thou shalt speak My wm·ds unto thern, whether they
will hear, or whether they will forbear" (Ezek. ii. 7; iii. 10, 11).
The spiritual sower is to sow the pure truth of the Gospel as
it is revealed in the inspired Scriptures. No other Gospel is to
be preached and no other seed is to be sown.
To J onah the Lord said, "Preach the preaching that I bid
thee." (Jonah iii. 2). To the Church of God Christ says, "Preach
the Gospel." If we may judge from the reports of sermons preached
by leading men now in the professing Church, the Gospel is conspicuous by its absence.
Thirdly, the spiritual sower should sow at all tirnes.
"He that observeth the wind shall not sow," says Solomon.
The man who is unduly chary at sowing when the wind is blowing
may never or scarcely ever have the opportunity of sowing at all.
The sower is not to be too much influenced by the wind in his
work. He is not to refrain from sowing because the wind is a
little unfavourable. Nor must he be too much influenced by the
clouds in the time of reaping. True the wind might blow the
seeds away, and the rain from the clouds might injure the crops,
but neither wind nor clouds should have an undue influence on the
work of the sower and reaper. This suggests that the spiritual
sower is not to be unduly influenced by the apparently unpromising
condition of the soil, or the hearts of men. We cannot read the
heart, nor can we tell in whom the Spirit is operating, or when
He may begin to operate. A -man might enter a building when
the Gospel is being preached, absolutely dead in sins and wholly
indifferent to Gospel truth, and yet, while the Word is being read
or preached, the Holy Ghost may quicken and convict that man,
and so prepare his heart that the seed will fall on ground ready
to receive it.
The late Bishop J. C. Ryle was instrumentally brought into
spiritual light and liberty through hearing Ephesians ii. 8 read in
the lesson with special emphasis. However unfavourable the
circumstances, and however apparently unlikely it is that results
may follow the sowing of the pure truth of the Gospel, God can
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work and display His regenerating and saving power. On one
occasion we preached a sermon and felt afterwards what a poor
sermon it was. Months afterwards, however, a young woman
who heard it told us that she dated her conversion from what she
heard in that sermon. George Muller tells of a man who was
converted "simply through hearing the text read." Again in
his Autobiography he says, "Jan. 14th, 1834. I was greatly
tried by the difficulty of fixing upon a text, from which to preach,
on the morning of October 20th, and at last preached without
enjoyment. To-day I heard of a NINTH instance in which this
very sermon has been blessed" (p. 64).
Solomon goes on to say, "In the morning sow thy seed, and in
the evening withhold not thine hand [from sowing]: for thou
knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether
they both shall be alike good." This is true in regard to natural
seed. It is also true in regard to the sowing of Gospel truth.
The sower should sow at all times. There is no time in the day
when he may not have opportunity for sowing, and he should
humbly and prayerfully seize every opportunity. The apostle
says, "Preach the 'Vord; be instant in season, out of season'
(2 Tim. iv. 2). "Make use," says Dr. Gill, "not only of those
seasons which may seem commodious and advantageous both to
preacher and hearer, and promise usefulness and success, but even
such as may seem incommodious and disadvantageous to flesh
and blood; such as times of persecution and opposition: but
none of these should deter and move from the preaching of the
Gospel." Thus the Gospel should be preached at all times-early
and late, in youth and in old age. No doubt proper discretion
and judgment should be exercised. There are times when we need
to take heed to our Lord's injunction, " neither cast ye your pearls
before swine." When the Jews, at Antioch in Pisidia, definitely
rejected the Gospel, Paul said, "Seeing ye put it from you, and
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 10, we turn to the
Gentiles" (Acts xiii. 46).
Lastly, the spiritual sower is assured that his sowing is certain
to be followed by reaping.
The bread-corn sown upon the waters will be found after many
days to have produced a harvest. Though we know not whether
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the seed sown at this time or that shall prosper, or whether both
shall result in blessing, we know that God has purposed that His
word shall not return unto Him void. He says, "It shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it" (!sa. lv. 10, 11).
It is well to notice that it is His word, His pure Gospel truth
which shall accomplish His purposes. It is the Gospel and the
Gospel alone, not music, not musical services, not sensuous attractions, which is "the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth." Even good men of God, when congregations get
thin, and when little blessing seems to attend their labours, are
tempted to resort to other means than the preaching of the Word
for bringing about spiritual results. Such temptations need by
God's grace to be resisted. We cannot improve on God's Gospel
and upon the power of God's Spirit for bringing about the Divine
purposes, nor can we improve on the simplicity of Apostolic
methods. "In due season we shall reap if we faint not," but
the due season is the season which God fixes, not which we fix.
The sovereignty of God must be recognized in connection with
the results of preaching the Gospel. The late Dr. Saphir wrote,
" I fear there is much superficial work at meetings, and too great
hurry to get people to say they have peace; also comforting
people who have no sorrow or burden" (Memoir, p. 218). The
Lord Jesus, the holy Substitute of His people, did not die in vain.
"He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied"
(Isa. liii. 11). He will give eternal life to as many as the Father
has given Him. He intends to bring all the sheep. He says,
"they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one fold (flock),
and one Shepherd" (John x. 16; xvii. 2).
The predestined results are therefore assured, and the earnest
faithful sower may continue his sowing with full confidence that
all the chosen people of God will eventually be called, justified
and glorified.
"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with Him" (Ps. cxxvi. 5, 6).
THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" When Jesus heard these things, He marvelled at him, and turned Him
about, and said unto the people that followed Him, I say unto you,
I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel."-LuKE vii. 9.
THIS is a sweet story of gracious, living, acting faith, and which our
blessed Lord commends as greater than He had found even "in
Israel"! He had just entered Capernaum: "And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was sick and ready to die."
The centurions of those times were mostly Roman, under their Imperial
Masters, and many of them had something very noble in their
characters. They were great soldiers and under the command of
their Emperor, whose servants they were, they learned likewise to
rule and govern those hundred men deputed to their charge.
Our minds go to another centurion, of the Italian band, named
Cornelius, "a devout man, and one that feared God, with all his
house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God
alway" (Acts x. 2). And the beauty in this man's character is
shown throughout that chapter, both in his home life, his public life,
and in his readiness to hear at the Divine command all that Peter
was prepared to teach after his vision.
But to return to the character before us now, we find he was
conspicuous for his life's testimony to the power of godliness. He
was evidently a man of wealth in being able to build a synagogue,
and by his life amongst the Jews had endeared himself to them; as
their own words expressed it, "he loveth our nation and hath built
us a synagogue," and" he is worthy for whom He should do this."
For the centurion had a servant, beloved by him, who was sick, and
such was his solicitude and care for this doubtless more than a servant-a brother beloved in the faith-that he sent unto Jesus by the elders
of the Jews the message" that He would come and heal him." It
was an urgent message, but at the same time courteous and submissive. He recognized Who this Divine Healer was, what He was
perfectly able to do, and that he himself was not worthy that sought
this favour. The message brings the gracious Son of man to those
in trouble. He was ever ready to heal and bless. But so soon as
He drew near the house of the centurion, that great soldier that he
was, is moved to send word, "Lord, trouble not Thyself, for I am
not worthy that Thou shouldest enter under my roof: wherefore
neither thought I myself worthy to come unto Thee; but say in a
word and my servant shall be healed. For I also am a man set under
authority, having under me soldiers; and I say unto one, Go, and he
goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant,
Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard these things, He marvelled at him, and turned Him about, and said unto the people that
followed Him, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel."
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The man sees nothing in himself, but" I am not worthy"; Jesus
sees in him " so great faith"! How truly grace humbles the recipient
and makes us little in our own eyes, whilst it magnifies the Only and
Altogether Worthy One. And this humble-hearted man, great as he
was in earthly distinction, and great in his home and religion, was
a true worshipper of the despised Nazarene and a lover of those who
loved Him also. Doubtless this servant who was now" sick," was
knit to the soul of his master in bonds of heavenly love.
Let the words speak to our hearts, words of commendation! "So
great faith!" Jesus recognizing and rejoicing in His Own gift, and
seeing it working effectually and victoriously to His Own glory. "So
great faith!" Too often, alas, it was His to have to say to His
disciples, "0 ye of little faith," or, "Where is your faith? " "Be
not afraid, believe only." But here it sparkles out as a gem of first
water, Divinely implanted and Divinely effectual in bearing " much
fruit." And this in the heart of a stranger who only felt in himself
that he was" not worthy that Jesus should come under his roof."
What had he heard of and what did he now see in this Holy Stranger,
this wonderful Man Who" went about doing good," and yet Who was
not recognized nor acknowledged as Great or Holy? It was as Rabbi
or Teacher or Healer that the multitude sought for and thronged
Him, but few knew Him as the Christ of God, the Son of God Most
High! He had" nowhere to lay His head," no home to call His
own, and was ever going about doing good and caring for others.
" Despised and rejected of men"; but here is one of those blessed
fulfilments that He should "see of the travail of His soul and be
satisfied," as living faith sparkles forth from the heart of one who
had" received Him" and to whom He had given " power to become
one among the Sons of God."
"But say in a word, and my servant shall be healed," was the
all-efficacious plea of faith to Him Who was the Mighty One, able
to save and relieve, succour and help. Gracious, living faith deals
with a God with Whom are no impossibilities. She trusts Him with
Whom delays are not deuials, and Who often waiteth to be gracious.
Jesus, the Son of man, hears; and hearing He marvelled! Only
twice do we read of Jesus marvelling. The other occasion is an
antithesis of this, as " He marvelled because of the unbelief " of those
in" his own country" (Mark vi. 6). And in our text, Jesus on hearing
and marvelling, "turned Him about" and spake unto all the people
who were following Him in the way, and said unto them, I have not
found this like faith in any of you of Israel! "And they that were
sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had been
sick."
Child of God, do these words of Jesus reach your heart? You,
who for the most part have to go mourning because of your sins and
failures and " little faith," with all its accompanying fears and forebodings? But is there a desire, and if so, a living desire, a heavenborn desire, to glorify Him by a lively and gracious faith, that however
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burdened you are with indwelling sin, yet you cannot, will not, let
Him g'o except and until He bless you? A faith that hangs upon
a precious Christ and says, I know I am not worthy that Thou shouldest
come under my roof, but I know, too, that it is Thou and Thou only
Who canst help and art all I want, and my cry is, Give me Christ or
else I die. I cannot let Him go. "Bless me, even me" is the pouredout prayer. I can take no refusal. He delays, but He has not rejected
me, even if He has not answered, He at least has not denied me, is
holy argument, and so I will wait on and knock at mercy's door, for
He is the Friend of sinners, and I know I am a sinner and a great one,
and I need a Friend like Him! This is the sweet compelling argument
of living faith in the heart, and like that of the Syro-Phrenician woman,
while you may class yourself as she did with" the dogs" and acknowledge all the Holy One reveals to you, a poor sinner, as " Truth Lord,"
yet you cannot give up. You still cling on and" hope to the end,"
which shall issue in God's salvation to your eternal joy and His
eternal glory. "Faith," wrote dear George Miiller, " Faith is above
circumstances. No war, no fire, no water, no mercantile panic, no
loss of friends, no death can touch it. It goes on its own steady
course. It triumphs over all difficulties. Those who really confide
in God because they know the power of His arm and the love of His
heart, as shown most in the death and resurrection of His only
begotten Son, are helped, whatever their trials or difficulties may be."
And the mercy for you and me is that He honours it. It is His own
gift; it is Divine, and be it the least spark or the " great faith" of
the Hebrew worthies, it is honoured of Him its Divine Author. Faith,
gracious faith, fastens upon a living Christ and knows that all her
hope lies there. Jesus" is able to save unto the uttermost all that
come unto God by Him." Jesus is "exalted to be a Prince and
a Saviour, for to give repentance and forgiveness of sins," and none
but He can do helpless sinners good. Faith keeps her eye upon the
faithful Promiser, and such is the unquenchable life in her that she
says, "Though He slay me, I will trust in Him." However feeble
she feels herself to be, yet she endures to the end, and that God's end
of sure and Covenant blessing. He may and will try it long and
severely, but it will be found unto praise, and glory, and honour.
"Faith is a precious grace,
Where'er it is bestowed;
It boasts of a celestial birth
And is the gift of God."
The trial of it will be "much more precious than of gold which
perisheth" and will be found unto praise and glory and honour in
the Day of Jesus Christ, in the hearts of every elect vessel of mercy.
Of that Day the Son of man asked the question when on earth,
" Shall He find faith on the earth ?" He will in the hearts of the
election of grace, and well He knows where to look for it. Nothing
but this "precious faith" will stand the test of His all-scrutinizing
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eye in that Day. An historic faith, a duty faith, a faith that gives
credence to any teaching, and tries not the spirits by the infallible
Word of God, will not stand the test. But this" gift of God," direct
from heaven and consequently "perfect" and " good," has for her
keeper in the soul the Divine Author and Finisher, and every vessel
of mercy who is the possessor of this" precious faith" will be " kept
by the power of God, through faith, unto salvation."
Faith is indeed a precious grace, yea, chief of all the graces, and
fruit of the Spirit. It is faith, living faith, heaven-born faith, that
sets all the other graces to work. She brings repentance and sorrow
for sin, she enkindles hope in the mercy of God for pardon and
forgiveness, and she fastens upon a God-given promise and will take
no refusal; and in the end, and it may be after long and weary
waiting, " This is the victory, even our faith," and all since she hung
an her hope and expectation upon a precious, living Christ, in Whom
all the promises are Yea and Amen.
" Faith. mighty faith, the promise sees
And looks to God alone,
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, ' it shall be done.' "
And in closing, let me remind the dear reader that whilst we have
been commending " so great faith" of the centurion, and thinking, too,
of the gracious words of her Lord unto the Syro-Phcenician, " 0 woman,
great is thy faith," we may not overlook other Scriptures which bear
upon degrees of faith to our encouragement. For the All-compassionate
Son of man would discourage none who sought Him in living faith.
" If ye have faith and doubt not," He said, or " If ye have faith as
a grain of mustard seed "-so minute as that, or, " 0 ye of little faith,"
or, "Thy faith hath saved thee," "Have faith in God." It is to
comfort us that even when no measure of faith is stated, if that tiniest
seed be implanted in the heart by the living God and Author, "It
is accepted according to that a man hath and not according to that
he hath not." And all the worth lies not in faith of whatever measure
and degree, but in Christ on Whom that grace fastens and centres.
R.

THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK AND SINGING "AMENS."
PRESIDING at a dinner in London of the Incorporated Guild of Church
Musicians, on Feb. 4th, the Archbishop of York said, "He would
also like people to get out of the evil habit of singing' Amen' at the
end of hymns. If a tune was a good one it came to an end by itself.
Very often the' Amen' had no reference to the words of the hymn.
It was never necessary and was always rather boring."-(" The Times,"
Feb. 5th.)
11
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A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A.,
AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY ALDERMARY, WATLING STREET, LONDON,
ON THE AFTERNOON OF TRINITY SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH, 1840.

"And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father."-PHILIPPIANS ii. 11.
the preceding part of this chapter, you will find this holy Apostle
exhorting us to imitate the hllmility of Messiah, the Christ of God;
and in order to illustrate and enforce this exhortation, he proceeds
to set forth the most grand and decided proof of His great, His deep
humility. And what was this? Why, that inasmuch as "being in
the form of God and thinking it not robbery to be equal with God,"
being the second Person in Jehovah, the eternal and self-existent
Word, He yet" made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men, and
being found in fashion as a man He humbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." And then this
leads the apostle to speak of His recompense-the recompense given
by Him Who sent Him, and Whose servant He appeared to be on
this occasion-the recompense in His glorious exaltation.
We will direct your attention to this part of the chapter; it is with
this our text is immediately connected. He having thus humbled
Himself, "therefore God also," as the eternal Father, "hath highly
exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is above every name,
that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven
and things in earth and things under the earth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father."
Now observe, His recompense consisted, in the first place, in His
exaltation. But wherein did this exaltation (for we will just look at
these words in the context), wherein did this exaltation consist? We
answer, in His glorious resurrection, in His triumphant ascension, in
His seat at the right hand of God the Father, in His having all things
committed to Him and being made "Head over all things to the
Church," and in other particulars that might be named, and in His
glorious appearance at the last as Judge of the quick and the dead.
He hath "highly exalted Him."
And then it is said, He hath " given Him a Name which is above
every name." That Name is evidently afterwards declared to be
Jesus-the" Name above every name "-the Name whereby He was
named, you recollect, by the holy angel, on His appearance to His
mother previous to His birth; "Thou shalt call His Name Jesus;
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the highest"; and
again, " Thou shalt call His Name Jesus, for He shall save His people
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from their sins." And why is this Name "above every name" ~
We answer, Because this-the union of two natures in the Person of
Jesus Christ, in order that He might" become obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross," and thereby redeem the whole of the
beloved Church and people of God-this was that, that will produce
more glory and honour to Him through all eternity (we may venture
to say), than His great and glorious work of creation; and therefore
it was a " Name which is above every name" in this point of view.
And then it is " a Name which is above every name," inasmuch as
it is a Name endeared above every name to His beloved Father;
"This," said the Lord after His incarnation-" this is My beloved
Son, in Whom I am well pleased." And then it is a Name, whereby
He is endeared to all the holy angels before the throne, who never
sinned; it is a Name, whereby He is endeared to all the spirits of
just men made perfect, who are now already in the presence of God
and have entered into rest; and by this Name He is endeared to
every Covenant vessel of grace, that is now upon the face of the earth
and has been called by that grace. "A Name which is above every
name."
" That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven and things in earth and things under the earth, and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father." This is the grand point which we have before us, and
that in which all issues-that He should be called Lord, Jehovah,
the eternal self-existent God. Not to the dishonour and disgrace of
the Father; as the Prince of darkness would suggest, and his advocates
on earth would suggest also, that when we exalt the Saviour we
degrade the Father. No, not to the degradation, but to the glory
and honour of God the Father. That very Person Who is precious
in your view, as He is precious in the view and esteem and to the
hearts of all those who have left the world to enter into rest, and
precious to the holy angels, and precious to the Father-Who bears
that Name which is so precious to you, which we trust to many present
is as "ointment poured forth ":-that very Person, Who is to them
"the Chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely"-this
Jesus is here declared to be Lord, Lord supreme; and that" to the
glory of God t,he Father." So far from this dishonouring God the
Father, He has expressly Himself declared that it is the Father's
will "that all men should honour the Son even as they honour the
Father," and that" he that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not
the Father which hath sent Him." It is a mystery, it is true; "without controversy, great is the mystery" of the doctrine of the great
Three in one, three distinct subsistences in one undivided essence;
but He is the co-equal and co-eternal Son of the Father-Himself (as
well as the eternal Spirit) very, true, and self-existent God.
He is, in two points of view, we apprehend, represented here as
Lord-supreme Lord. First, in respect to His mediatorial character.
The eternal Father (not to His Own dishonour, but to His Own glory)
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has appointed Him and revealed Him in His mediatorial character,
as Sovereign over all creatures. "He hath given all things into His
hand"; "He hath put all things under His feet"; He has directed
all providences to be under His arrangement, so that nothing happens
without His permission. "By Him," it is said, " kings reign"; and
" not a sparrow falleth to the ground" without His will. And everything in grace, as well as everything in providence, is under His
control and management in His mediatorial character. "All power,"
says He, speaking in this character-" all power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earth." But then there is another sense, in which He
is Lord; He is Lord necessarily and essentially in His Own underived
right, as " the Man that is Jehovah's fellow." That is a. remarkable
expression: "Awake, 0 sword, against My Shepherd, against the man
that is My fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts." In this sense He is Lordin His Own Divine nature-inasmuch as "He is before all things
and by Him all things consist." "He was in the beginning with God,
and was God, and all things were made by Him, and without Him
was not anything made that was made." In this sense He is LordLord of all-in His Own underived and essential nature.
It is delightful to hear Him speak thus of Himself, as He does
again and again. We are not speaking to those who doubt this,
we apprehend; we are convinced we are not speaking to those who
doubt the essential and eternal Deity of Jesus Christ; but yet we are
speaking to those, who love to hear this stated afresh, as it is the
foundation of every hope that we can raise with any prospect of
success, with respect to the future and eternal world. How delightful
it is to hear Him speak upon this subject !-not in one passage, but
continually. And how does He speak? Why, says He, "I am the
first and the last"; "I am the living One, that was dead "-(we
cannot doubt at all Who this is)-" and behold, I am alive for evermore." Well might the Church of God be represented in the Book of
the Revelation, as exclaiming, in this strong and blessed language,
when contemplating the establishment of the Kingdom of Jesus, and
His victory over all His eneJ:!1.ies and the enemies of the Church" Alleluia, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth."
It has been usual formerly (and it has been observed to be so by
divines), and may be so to this very day, at this important season
when we feel bound to speak something of the doctrine of the eternal
Trinity, to dwell on the essential Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ..
For, this established, the rest follows; if Jesus be Jehovah, and if
this be " to the glory of God the Father," we naturally then receive
the doctrine of the Trinity. But our attempt at this time shall be to
improve this subject.
Now you are ready to acknowledge it a delightful thing to have Him
" exalted" and" lifted high "-as high as we can-" higher than the
highest," as it is expressed in the common Prayer-book translation
of the Psalms; it is a strong expression-" higher than the highest,"
that is, as high as He possibly can be. But then perhaps some fearing
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soul is ready to say, "What is all this to me 1 if I was interested
in Him and in His great salvation, then I should be secure and
blessed indeed." Now in order to your consolation, we will in the
next place direct your attention to another portion of Scripture, in
the tenth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, where you find these
remarkable words. "There is no difference between the Jew and the
Gentile," says St. Paul; "for the same Lord over all" (He Who is
spoken of in our text, He to Whom Jehovah has given this Name)"the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him "; so
that" whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved."
What a sweet and encouraging word is that, to everyone who is
seeking mercy and salvation! "The same Lord over all is rich"
(evidently in mercy) "unto all that call upon Him."
This view runs through the Word of God from beginning to endthat Jesus is a merciful Jesus, a merciful Saviour, the Friend of
sinners and more ready to save than any sinner that applied to Him
ever was to be a partaker of His salvation. It runs through the whole
Word of God. How merciful did He appear to Abraham of old
when He revealed the glorious Covenant of grace, and engaged to
establish His Covenant with him, to " be a God to him and to his
seed after him!" And then what mercy was displayed to Moses,
when Moses requested to know His Name and to see His glory, and
He proclaimed His Name! What was that Name 1 "The Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious" (the same Person, we apprehend,
the second Person in the blessed Trinity)-" long-suffering" (and
you are ready to say, If He was not, I should not be here this day to
seek Him)-" abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for
thousands." We say, how endearing are these words! And what
is the description of Him from the beginning to the world at large,
to the children of Adam generally considered-what is the description
of Him, but that He is a God of mercy 1 Oh! how merciful have
been His dealings from the beginning towards the children of men
in general-even those who have had no knowledge of Him, no saving
acquaintance with Him at all events! But look at His dealings
towards His Church; oh! how great His mercy! How great a
mercy, when there was no one to plead their cause and undertake
their salvation, that He should" humble Himself and become obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross! "-and for this very purpose,
that" whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord" (" the Lord
God, merciful and gracious "), " shall be saved."
What, may we apprehend, is the" calling upon the Name of the
Lord" here intended ~ Of course it is not-(this is as manifest as
can be, as clear as the sun shining at noonday)-it is not that vain
and light calling upon the Name of the Lord, to which we have been
accustomed; though surely we may say, that bad as the times are
they are meniling in this respect, that we do not hear so much profane
calling upon the Name of the Lord among the people in general.
But it is not that irreverent" calling upon the Name of the Lord"-
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" Lord, have mercy upon me," and so on. We may say that it
includes three things. First, a clear and deep conviction (more or
less) that without mercy we are perishing sinners, and that without
mercy manifested to us from heaven we must everlastingly perish.
And then there is another thing included; and that is-that we have
some clear and correct ;views of Jesus as "the mighty God" and
" mighty to save," a great and suitable Saviour; these views may be
very dark, and generally are so at first with those who are convinced
of sin, but then they are correct as far as they go, and they extend to
this-that Jesus is a great Saviour and willing to save. But there is
also a third thing included; and that is-an actual application to
the Saviour, as that Saviour willing to save; "calling upon the Name
of the Lord" in the retired parts of their habitation, there confessing
to Him at the foot of His cross, lifting up their eyes to Him, looking
upon His streaming side, calling upon Him for that mercy they need.
Now this text that we have been referring to (and it is three times
repeated in the sacred volume), says that" whosoever shall so call
upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved." "Whosoever"-there
is no exception whatever. Oh! that word, if the Lord be pleased to
seal it upon your hearts at this moment, will bring you rich consolation, and you will find peace and joy flowing in. "Why, I am a poor
and ruined sinner, ready to perish; and has He promised to save me 1
and is He ready to save me 1 and does He declare, that if I am found
calling upon His Name, I "shall be saved" 1 Oh! what encouragement to trust in Him! Surely it is fitted and suited to relieve the
most affiicted and burdened soul that is here. If you carry nothing
else away with you, oh! carry this passage of Scripture, which is to
be found in the tenth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans-" Whosoever shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved." Saved
with a complete salvation. Not, put into the way of salvation, and
dependent upon his own goodness and exertions afterwards; no, but
he shall have an interest in a salvation already finished and complete
and everlasting. He" shall be saved." And this, whoever he may
be, whether Jew or Gentile. As the Apostle says in the same place,
" There is no difference, for the same Lord over all is rich unto all
that call upon Him." Any man upon the face of the earth, whoever he may be, of whatever nation or kindred or tongue, though he
were even on the very verge of eternity, though he had one foot (as
we may say) already in the grave, and had a load of iniquity on him
enough to sink a world to everlasting perdition, yet let that person
call upon this great and glorious Saviour, and he " shall be saved."
We say, here is sweet and precious consolation for every anxious
heart. And oh! that there may not be a soul now in this assembly,
that has brought an unanxious heart here, but may he led to apply to
Him. Oh! that everyone may be found to be not trifling with the
Lord, while he is saying, "We have left undone those things which
we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought
not to have done, and there is no health in us." Oh! that they may
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be brought to look to Him, Who thus humbled Himself in order that
He may exalt those whose cause He undertook, to the same glory and
happiness that He Himself possesses.
Now if this be the case, then how secure is the state of many (we
would hope), that are now in the presence of the great Jehovah!
Many, we hope and believe, have called upon this Name, called upon
it in simplicity, and called upon it for many years. To use another
emblem, you have been putting your souls into the hands of Jesus
again and again, morning and night, and (it may be) often in the
day; when you have been engaged in the concerns of life and when
a sense of sin has come afresh into your heart, you have been putting
your souls into His hands. Now so often as you have done this,
you have been manifesting that the Eternal Father put your souls
into the hands of His co-equal and co-eternal Son, when the eternal
Three met originally in Covenant. He put your soul into the hands
of His co-equal Son; and the impression that you have had, leading
you to put your soul into His hands, has been the consequence and
effect of His doing this in eternity past. And you may rest sure,
that no power of hell shall ever pluck your souls out of His hand.
"My Father," said our Lord (His words you know, are express)" My Father which gave them Me, is greater than all; and none is
able to pluck them out of My Father's hand; I and My Father are
One"; distinct in some points of view, but one in our Divine essence
and Deity. "They shall never perish; neither shall any pluck them
out of My hand." We say, we trust we are speaking to many such.
Let such consider these things for their encouragement; and consider
that not only has the Father appointed Jesus "Lord" in His
mediatorial character, but that He is "Lord" in His Divine
character.
He is God of Providence: and there is nothing occurring, but He
is overruling all for your good. Oh! then, never dare to say again
-" All these things are against me." Never dare to say-" If the
Lord loves me, why am I thus 1 why these trials and afflictions 1 "
He is directing everything for your good. He is presiding over it
all. The Father has put Him there; and He says-I" ride in the
heavens" for the help of My people; and My arm, which is the
arm of the Mighty God of Jacob, is outstretched continually for their
support. So that you need fear no infernal spirit, and no mortal
man upon the face of the earth, whose" breath is in his nostrils,"
and who is " crushed before the moth." However he may seem to
have you in his power, you need not fear. If you do, this is a " forgetting of the Lord your Maker, the Creator of the ends of the
earth." No; under every dark dispensation and afflictive providence, and under the prospect of everything of the kind, trust in
this" Lord," the God of your salvation. He to Whom you have
committed your precious and immortal soul, is not unconcerned about
your body and your present circumstances. "Casting all your care
upon Him," says the Apostle Peter; and why 1-" for He careth
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for you"; which is evidently proved by His original and Covenant
engagement. Oh! trust in the Lord at all times. That is a sweet
promise (and it has been sweet to some of the people of God, we
know)-" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee." This is the way to get it;
not to trust in an arm of flesh, not to trust in men because they are
strong or rich or learned, but to carry everything to the Lord and
to trust in Him. Carry all your concerns to Him, for He has all
hearts in His power; look to Him continually, and trust in Him, and
you shall find He will not fail you. Oh! however dark His dispensations may be (and it is certain we do walk in a very mysterious way
in respect to providence), they shall be cleared up hereafter. Our
Lord's words will be found true, and they may be our support under
every providence; "What I do," said our Lord, Who worketh all
things according to His Own will and according to His infinite
wisdom-" what I do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know
hereafter."
And then, He is "God over all" to you in a spiritual sense, as
God of grace; so that whatever you stand in need of, you are
encouraged to go to Him and seek it. If you need more humility
(and there is nothing so abominable in the sight of Jesus as pride)if you need more humility, if you need a more praying spirit, or
whatever it be, you may go to Him for it. He is exalted" to give
repentance and remission of sins"; He has" received gifts for men" ;
and as Jehovah, the eternal God, He is able to bestow all you need.
The instances of this are too numerous to be now mentioned; but
we may observe that we know for certain, He "has the keys of
hell and death "-of the invisible world and the future state. "The
number of your days and months is with Him, and He has appointed
your bounds that you cannot pass"; He has" determined the time
before appointed." You cannot be arrested by death a moment
before He sees good and gives death a commission to call you away;
you cannot die a moment before your work on earth is finishedthat work which He appointed before for His glory. Nor can you
stay one moment longer than He fixes; no friends, no physicians
can detain you, when the time is come for your departure, fixed by
Him Who longs to see His people in His Kingdom and to have His
prayer concerning them answered-" Father, I will that they whom
Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am, that they may behold
My glory." And then we know that He has the keys too of the
invisible world. He" opens, and no man shuts; He shuts, and no
man opens." All the powers of hell can never open the gates of the
infernal pit, to receive one who has been committed to His hands by
the eternal Father, and redeemed by His blood, and of whom He has
said, " This is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which
He hath given Me I should lose nothing"; no, not one true disciple.
Nor will Jesus shut the gate of heaven against one such. No; you
will find Him ready at that gate, to bid you welcome, and to say to
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you in effect, " Come in thou blessed of the Lord; wherefore standest
thou without? "
But then we may observe-If these things are so, then what a
proper object is He of religious adoration! If He be thus Jehovah,
equal with the Father and the eternal Spirit, then He is equally an
object of every act of Divine worship and glory. You do not
disgrace the Father, when you confess your sin to the Lord Jesus
Christ, and pray to Him; no, you honour the Father. You are
bound to "honour the Son, even as you honour the Father." And
if at any such time the thought comes across your mind, " Am I not
now dishonouring the Father? "-it comes from hell. Satan hates
Jesus of Nazareth; and he will do everything in his power, if
permitted, to degrade and bring Him down. On the other hand,
when you feel your hearts encouraged to look to Him, when you
feel inclined to pour out your souls before Him and trust in Him,
this is from heaven; this is the effect of the Covenant work of
Jehovah, the third Person in the Trinity, Jehovah the eternal Spirit,
Who (you recollect) has engaged to undertake this part of the workto testify of Jesus and to glorify Jesus in the view of His Covenant
people; it is sent by Him. We are indebted to the holy and eternal
Spirit for every real conviction of sin we gain, and for every real
longing desire after Jesus of Nazareth, and every true prayer poured
out in His presence; and when you are going to Him and spreading
your heart before Him, this is under the influence and teaching of
the Holy Ghost, Who is equally with Jesus and the eternal Father
to be glorified.
And then we may observe, once more, how clearly must the Saviour
be qualified for the grand and final part of His work! and that is,
to judge quick and dead. "Why," said St. Paul to King Agrippa"why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God
should raise the dead?" And why should it be thought a thing
incredible that God should judge the world? No one but God can
raise the dead; no one but God can judge the world. No one but
God knows the secrets of all hearts, which will then be brought out
and exhibited. But if He be Goa, if He be Lord, and Lord over all
(and this is the Father's own expression concerning Him), then how
well qualified is He to fulfil this great and glorious office! Oh! the
scenes of that day are grand beyond all description or idea. "Behold,"
says St. John, " He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him."
Only consider this; of the race of Adam, from the first origin to this
present moment, what millions upon millions have existed upon the
face of the earth I-and all these gathered into His presence together,
and all these with their eyes fixed upon Him and His eye fixed upon
them, and upon each individual as if that individual stood alone
before Him.
You and I shall surely see Him. The day is long, and much
prophecy has yet to be fulfilled; but" one day is with the Lord as
a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." The prospect
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is certain and sure. Oh! the Lord grant that we may see Him " in
peace," with a smile upon His countenance; and that when He
separates the sons and daughters of Adam " as a shepherd dividcth
his sheep from the goats," we may stand at His right hand, and hear
Him say to us-" Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the Kingdom"
(not" purchased with your good works," but" purchased with the
blood of My cross "), "the Kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world." Oh! if we have good reason to hope and
believe that it will be so with us, let us look forward to that day, and
rejoice in the word which Jesus speaks to us-" Fear not, little flock;
for it is My Father's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom."

SERMONETTE.

"NEW AND CONTRITE HEARTS."
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" A new heart will I give yoU."-EZEKIEL xxxvi. 26.
HOLY Scripture is very emphatic as to the innate corruption and
depravity of the human heart. The Lord has said by His prophet
Jeremiah, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). The Lord Jesus said, "There is none good
but one, that is, God," and again, " From within, out of the heart of
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, foolishness" (Matt. xix. 17; Mark vii. 21, 22). What a comprehensive black list of the iniquities of fallen human nature! Let
us remember that it is written, " Because of these things cometh the
wrath of God upon the children of disobedience" (Eph. v. 6). Corrupt
and depraved nature is called in Scripture, " the flesh," as in Romans
viii. 7, R.V., " The mind of the flesh is enmity against God . . . and
they that are in the flesh cannot please God."
Now Holy Scripture does not teach that" the flesh," or the old
nature, is improved at regeneration, when, that is, one is born again,
or from above; but that a new heart is given, called "spirit," in
contradistinction to" the flesh." The Lord Jesus, in His conversation
with Nicodemus, declared the distinction between these two natures
(John iii. 6), " That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit." "If any man be in Christ he is a new
creature" (2 Cor. v. 17).
Many thousands of Anglican Church people hear read the prayer,
" Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily
lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness may obtain
of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord," and will respond" Amen." What
a revival of true religion there would be if this prayer were a heartfelt
cry unto God!
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This new creation is the work of God the Holy Ghost. It is not
reformation of life merely, but a new life. "Old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new" (2 Cor. v. 17). There will
be conviction of sin. There will be the cry from the deptbs of the
soul, "I have sinned"; "God be merciful to me a sinner." The
new heart is a "contrite" beart. It is bruised and burdened by a
sense of sinfulness. Such a heart God will look upon with His mercy
and grace, for, " The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken
and contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despite" (Ps. li. 17). In His
Own time, He will grant a sense of His perfect remission and forgiveness,
through the merits of Christ Jesus, Who" came into the world to save
.
"
sInners.
"Contrite souls, with broken, spirit,
Cast yourselves at Jesus' feet;
View by faith His blood and merit;
Justice there and you may meet.
Grace triumphant
Shines in heaven, and reigns on earth.
Free salvation, like a river,
Flows from Christ's exalted throne;
Grace on earth and heaven for ever,
Are His princely gifts alone;
Come, and welcome!
Ask for grace and glory too."
(Joseph Swaine, 1792).

GETHSEMANE.
" When Jestts had spoken these words, He went forth with His disciples
over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into which He entered,
and His disciples."-JoHN xviii. 1.

THE Lord God" drove forth" the first Adam from the first garden;
the last Adam " went forth" into the second garden. Here is love's
marvellous reversal. The old Eden is for ever closed; the Second
Man" goes forth" to open a new one. His" goings forth have been
from of old, from the days of eternity" (Micah v. 2). Oh, what a
going forth was this! Jesus was not driven or forced into Gethsemane
or to Calvary. His life was in His Own power; and none could take
it from Him. He was not an unwilling victim, driven to the sacrifice; but as in life He delighted to do His Father's will, so in death
He yielded a willing obedience.
It is at least an interesting coincidence that it is twice stated of
David that he crossed the brook Kidron (2 Sam. xv. 16, 17), "and
the king went forth"; and that the same words are twice used of
Jesus in His crossing the same brook, probably by the same path
(John xviii. 1, 4).
•
In this second garden He took upon Himself the sin of the first
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garden. The wrath of God His Father, due to our sin, fell upon
His sinless soul, and pressed from His heart that cry which will never
be fathomed here below, "0 My Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not My will, but Thine, be done."
Who can tell out the burden, the agony, the unknown sorrows of
Gethsemane? Here is Omnipotence prostrate, with His face touching
the ground, " exceeding sorrowful, even unto death, sore amazed, very
heavy, and in an agony, praying the more earnestly." Here is the
eternal Son of God, the Lord of all, the Majesty of heaven, using the
word "if," and praying that the cup might pass from Him! "And
there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him."
Yet, when leaving the garden, He said, " Thinkest thou that I cannot
now pray to My Father and He shall presently give Me more than
twelve legions of angels?" Truly the Creator of the angels was
made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.
Do we desire to realize what sin has done? "Save Me, 0 God;
for the waters are come in unto My soul. I sink in deep mire, where
the floods overflow Me. I am weary of My crying; My throat is
dried; Mine eyes fail while I wait for My God" (Ps. lxix. 1-3).
However true this was of David, it is only in Jesus that it has its
supreme fulfilment. Here we may view the malignity of sin, the
" chastisement of our peace," and the burden tbat bowed His holy
soul.
This subject is too blessed for sinful lips fully to express, too deep
for even spiritual understanding fully to fathom. Yet there are times
when we have an experienced interest in it, and then we know a little
of the purport of the sufferings of Christ.
It is impossible to say, " Thy will be done" in any strength less than
Divine. It requires Almighty power in exercise in the soul to produce
a gracious submission to the will of God the Father. In this aspect,
truly, "the weakness of God is stronger than men." No refinement
of nature can produce this acquiescence, or enable us to bow to whatever God is pleased to lay upon us. The perfection of the power of
Christ is experienced in conscious weakness; just as Paul, following
the footsteps of his Lord, after praying thrice, with Jesus in Gethsemane,
proved to his joy and peace in the afterward.
It is the broken prayer of those who are interested in His sufferings,
that they may know Him, even though that knowledge be only
obtained by suffering. We all shrink from the infliction of painso did Jesus. I would desire very tenderly to express the thought that
the sinless human nature of Jesus would be more susceptible to
suffering than ours can possibly be. When, therefore, He "offered
up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears" (Heb.
v. 7), it was as our Forerunner, who now remembers what is meant
by temptation, grief, and sorrow.
From that garden the Lord of Life "went forth" to death, even
the death of the cross. The King of heaven was crucified through
weakness, and became obedient unto death. He Who is crowned
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with light was crowned with thorns. The robe of glory was exchanged
for the mocking robe of purple; the golden sceptre of universal
dominion for the taunting reed. The Judge of all the earth stood
before Pilate to be judged. There will be an awful reversal in that
day when Pilate shall stand silent before Him!
The two great lessons of Gethsemane are: the bearing away of
sin by the sinner's Substitute; and submission to the will of God
our Father. And these lessons are only learned in Gethsemane. It
is quite impossible to know the truth of substitution unless we first
learn sinnership; and equally impossible to learn submission excepting
in the school of sorrow, kneeling where Jesus knelt, in the second
garden, beyond Cedron's brook, at the foot of Olivet.
This subject has its practical as well as its beautiful and comforting
intention. It helps our infirmities by imparting real strength to
endure trial, temptation, and conflict. It certainly helps me when
weary to know that One "Who fainteth not, neither is weary,"
endured real weariness. The eyes which look down upon my sorrows
were once moistened with the same kind of tears that now dim and
moisten mine. The hands that pour oil and wine into my wounds
were once wounded more deeply than mine. This being so, "let us
t.he'refore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
Wimbledon Park.
"WHAT IS TRUTH 1 "
John xviii. 38.

.-

IN a certain sense this question: "What is Truth 1 "-is the universal
cry of the human heart, and yet strange and sad is the fact that, with
few exceptions, the great majority of mankind will not wait to learn
the answer, for there is the consciousness that the answer would call
for obedience and for a surrender of much that is dear to sinful self.
The human will and affections, before conversion, are very much the
same whether dwelling in Pilate, the Pharisees, Saul of Tarsus, or the
mob who cried out against the Lord Jesus: "Crucify Him" (John
xix. 6) .
Pilate, the faithless and unjust judge, who spake of the Lord as
"this JUST PERSON" (Matt. xxvii. 24), and who said, "I find no
fault in Him" (John xix. 6), and Who" knew that for envy they (the
religious leaders) had delivered Hi.m" (Matt. xxvii. 18), received
solemn warning from his wife the moment he sat down upon, what
should have been, the seat of judgment. She said: "Have thou
nothing to do with that JUST MAN; for I have suffered many things
this day in a dream because of Him" (Matt. xxvii. 19).
Pilate had the truth definitely brought before him. He heard the
Voice of Him, Who is God as well as Man, saying: "I came into the
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world that I should bear witness unto the Truth. Everyone that
is of the Truth heareth My Voice" (John xviii. 37).
Pilate was trained for his high official position under the strict
system of the Imperial Roman law. King Agripp;;t said-when dealing
with the case of the Apostle Paul under the Roman law-" this man
doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds, and is entitled to be set
at liberty" (see Acts xxvi. 31, 32); so by the same law Pilate was
legally bound to release the Lord Jesus, but he cast aside all justice,
honour and regard for truth in order to ingratiate himself with the
false teachers of the day and to gain a fleeting popularity with the
howling mob! Is any man by nature better than Pilate? It is easy
to condemn the awful murderous wickedness of Pilate, it is easier still
to be a partaker with Pilate in his evil deeds (Rev. xviii. 4; 1 Tim.
v. 22), for to reject the Truth is to reject the Lord Jesus.
Just as surely as the Truth was brought before Pilate's mind and
just as surely as He, Who is Truth, stood before Pilate, so certain is it
that wherever the Word of God is placed in the hands of men and
women they have the Truth presented to them and they either believe
it and accept it or they reject it.
The Truth of God is so holy, pure and searching that the majority
of mankind seem to say: "Away with it," and what in reality is this
but to join in the cry of the Jerusalem murderers: "Crucify Him" ?
As all saving Truth, or all truth that is essential to Salvation,
centres in the Lord Jesus, so He condescends to describe Himself as
" The Truth" (John xiv. 6). In His solemn and personal prayer to His
Father, He said: "This is life eternal (or this is Salvation) to know
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 'Vhom Thou hast sent"
(see John xvii. 3), and in the same prayer He declared: "Thy Word is
Truth. Sanctify them through Thy Truth" (John xvii. 17).
This infallible statement gives the answer to the inquiry: "What
is Truth?" God's Word is Truth. It reveals or makes known all
truth that is necessary to Salvation and hence the Lord Jesus said:
" Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life
(they reveal the way of Salvation), and they are they which testify of
Me" (John v. 39). The Word of Truth reveals or sets forth Him
Who is Truth.
The believing Jews in Berea were so particular in the carrying out
of this direction that they would not accept the teaching and preaching
of the Apostle Paul until they had proved it true by testing it, point
by point, with the Word of God, that is, The Scriptures (Acts xvii. 11).
Since these believers at Berea tested Paul's teaching and proved it to
be in strict accordance with the Word of God-God's Word of Truthit will simplify matters if careful attention be directed to some of the
main features of Paul's teaching.
In referring to the doctrines proclaimed by the Apostle Paul, it has
to be borne in mind that he did not receive his Christian training from
any human source. He was inspired to leave on record this fact; in
the following most impressive words: "I certify you, brethren, that
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the Gospel (the good news, and therefore The Truth) which was
preached of me is not afte-r man, for I neither received it of man, neither
was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ" (Gal. i. 11, 12).
When Paul met in conference some of the other apostles they could add
nothing to what the Lord had already taught him (Gal. ii. 1, 6). The
Lord's own words regarding Paul are these: "He is a chosen vessel
unto Me, to bear My Name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the
children of Israel" (Acts ix. 15). Paul was therefore authorized to
describe himself as an " Ambassador for Christ" (2 Cor. v. 20), and
an ambassador is one who is chosen by his sovereign to deliver the
sovereign's message and make known his mind and will. Paul could
say, " we have the mind of Christ" (1 Cor. ii. 16). He was authorized
to declare " I am set apart to preach the Gospel of God concerning
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. i. 1, 3).
Briefly, Paul was commissioned to declare the Truth that" all have
sinned and (all) have come short of the glory of God." "There is none
righteous, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 23, 10). In confirmation of the
solemn declaration in Genesis ii. 17, "in the day that thou eatest
thereof (disobeyest) thou shalt surely die," and in Ezekiel xviii. 4, " the
soul that sinneth it shall die," Paul asserted in his Master's Name
" the wages of sin is death," but he was directed to add, "the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23).
Here, then, is the sum and substance of all Truth revealed and made
known in Scripture.
By disobedience man sinned and deliberately (1 Tim. ii. 14) brought
upon himself the sentence of eternal separation from God, from happiness and from peace and subjected himself to unending woe. "Your
iniquities (or sins) have separated between you and your God," etc.
(Isa. lix. 2). "None can keep alive his own soul" (Ps. xxii. 29).
"None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a
ransom for him" (Ps. xlix. 7). But what man cannot do the Lord
Jesus has done. "The Son of Man came to give His life a ransom
for many" (Matt. xx. 28). "God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have eternal life " (John iii. f6), and now, " if any man say I have
sinned and perverted that which was right and it profited me not"
(Job xxxiii. 27), and prays to God confessing his sins (1 John i. 9 and 7),
God, Who knows exactly when this confession is true (see Ps. lxvi. 18),
says of such a one: "Deliver him from going down to the pit. I have
found a ransom" (Job xxxiii. 26-28, 24).
P. I. B.

"THE law sends us unto Jesus, not with recommendations in our
hand, but with condemnations in our bosom, and is meant to empty
us of every fancied legal hope arising from our own obedience; and
force the heart to seek salvation wholly by grace through faith."John Berridge.
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"GIVE :ME A TRUE TOKEN."

IT seems a strange request that Gideon made-" 1£ I have found
favour in Thy sight, shew me a sign that Thou talkest with me."
He had been having a conversation with the Angel of the Lord-the
Lord Himself, so it would seem. The Lord had told him what was
appointed for him to do-and he in reply had objected his poverty
and incompetence and such like. The Lord then reassured him with
promises and reiterations of help, strength and mercy, and then
Gideon wanted a sign that the Lord indeed spoke with him. There
was no upbraiding with the Lord; He did not chide Gideon
for his diffidence, but waited as requested until "a present" was
brought out and accepted; indeed so much of heavenly power was
shown that whereas Gideon had thought that a sign was all tbat he
wanted, he now feared tbat the bestowal of what he asked would kill
him. How little we trust the Lord-always seeming to think that He
will take advantage of us, and compass some condition either spiritual
or temporal that we shrink from. The Lord once more stilled the
fears of His servant, and all was well.
However, the signs of the early days did not suffice for the later
ones. Gideon wanted more and yet more, and the Lord's compassions
failed not until the warfare was accomplished. Gideon would know,
I daresay, that in :Moses' history, he had a precedent for asking and
receiving tangible proofs and confirmations of God's leading and
directions; and yet the power and persuasion and comfort of them
passed away in the using, and more were wanted. New difficulties
could not be met with old signs. :Moses could not quench the thirst
of the people when they were well in the wilderness by reminding
them that be had turned his rod into a serpent. But God, Who fed
the hope and trust of His servant in the hostile court of Pharaoh was
the same God, and if signs with :Moses were things of the past, the
Rock that followed them was present, and God spoke to bim face to
face.
I was reading the tenth chapter of the first of Samuel. It is largely
a relation of the signs, appointed and fulfilled, wbich empbasized the
fact that Saul's anointing to the throne of Israel was of God. The
ninth chapter also details several striking providences and dovetailing
circumstances. One thing after another happened as Samuel said
they would, as proofs that God was ordering every particular. Saul
met just at the right place, the right people, who said the right thing,
and he himself felt the empowering of which Samuel had told him.
" All these signs came to pass that day," and presently with national
excitement and rejoicing, Saul was anointed king over Israel. What
would Samuel think of it all when he watched Saul departing from the
right way; and when God said to him, " How long wilt thou mourn
for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel." Then
with fear and trembling, without encouragement, with direction t.hat
scarcely amounted to light, he went and anointed David. He

The Gospel Magazine

.

]69

" mourned for Sau!." He was of like passions with ourselves, and
must have pondered the days of a quarter of a century before, when
God lavished signs to emphasize the calling and anointing of Israel's
first king. Now it was all ended in disappointment. But there
could be no question about it; it had been the Lord's doing, and His
way is perfect. Samuel might be sad, but dare not regret anything.
Interpretations are the Lord's. We may mistake them; that does
not alter His will and mind. And if He take away the first to establish
a second, need we lament what is gone, if a Saul is removed to make
way for a David? The early signs that went with the choice of Saul,
showed that God ordered all things then, and I have thought that
our" signs," if we have any, show this-that" He knoweth the way
that I take." That is their interpretation, and the Lord discloses no
more. For we have a more sure word of prophecy. God's promises
are in Christ Jesus sure to His seed, of eternal good to come and of all
that is best by the way. He knows our frame, and sends comfort
down at times in the repetition of some verse or text, knowing how
it will please and cheer His languishing children. It is like a token
for good. "Show me a token for good," David prayed.
The Lord has a variety of them, besides the outward and visible
signs, as it were. David took it as a token for good that his enemies
did not triumph over him. The apostle felt that to have continued
"to this day" was an assurance from Him, Whose gifts and calling are
without repentance, that he would continue to the end. A spirit of
thankfulness, of love, of light, of peace; are not these tokens for
good from the Lord to His family? And not less so, it may be, is it
a token for and of good, that the enemy calls them in question, or
pursues with his gloom and discouragements and disparagements.
To have to fight the good fight of faith, to be hungry and thirsty
for the words of life, to mourn after a godly sort, to wait for the
promise of His coming, these and such like, works of the blessed Spirit
of God in the soul, these are tokens for good, which will be interpreted,
when the eye sees and the ear hears the things that God has prepared
FOLLOWER-ON.
for them that love Him.

PALESTINE AND THE JEWS.
THE special correspondent of The Times, in its issue of February 27th,
says, writing from Jerusalem:"The 1931 census gave the number of Jews in Palestine as 174,610.
In the early half of last year it was spoken of as about 250,000. At
the end of 1934 the number of Jews officially registered was in the
neighbourhood of 285,000, but the Jews themselves now place it as
high as 310,000. It is tolerably certain that by the end of 1935 it
will have reached 350,000, so that within the space of five years the
Jewish population will have doubled. There is little room for exaggeration in these estimates."
12

170

The Gospel Magazine
THE DEVELOPMENT OF MESOPOTAMIA.
THE PIPE-LINE FROM IRAQ.

THE Times of January 14th, has a special article on the opening of
the pipe-line from Kirkuk in Nothern Mesopotamia to the Mediterranaen ports of Tripolis and Haifa. The writer says, "To-day the
King of Iraq will set the seal on an undertaking which has taken over
two years to accomplish, and has cost £10,000,000. By pressing a
button at Kirkuk, the centre of a great oilfield, his Majesty will start
a stream of oil on its 1,200-mile journey to the sea, and the great pipeline will be open.
"The task of laying a pipe from the Kirkuk oilfields to the coast was
undertaken by the Iraq Petroleum Company, an international concern
containing British, French, and American interests. There are two
pipe-lines, which run side by side from Kirkuk to Haditha, on the
Euphrates. There they separate, and the northern, or French, section,
cuts straight across the desert to Tripolis, while the British section
continues south-west to Haifa. The opening ceremonies at these two
places will be on January 19 and 22 respectively."
One of the leading articles in the same issue of The Times says,
THE GREAT PIPE-LINE.
"In the ancient city of Kirkuk in Northern Mesopotamia to-day
King Ghazi of Iraq will formally open the great pipe-line which runs
from the Kirkuk oilfields to the Mediterranean ports of Tripolis in
Syria and Haifa. The Arab King will press a button and the stream
of oil will begin to flow westward. Driven on by the power produced
at a series of pumping stations, it will pass under the Tigris and
Euphrates to Haditha, where it divides. Its northern branch will
pass by Palmyra in the desert and Horns on the Orontes River through
the gap between Lebanon and the heights where the Old Man of the
Mountain-that senex de monte whom Crusader and Saracen feared
alike-trained his assassins, to the sea at Tripolis below the Cedars.
The southern stream will traverse 300 miles of bare wilderness, 100
miles of desert covered to a -depth of many score yards by the lava
from the extinct volcanoes of Hauran, and the sparse cultivation of
Transjordan before it dives down into the great trench of the Jordan
Valley. Thence it will rise through the gap of Jezreel and cross the
plain of Esdraelon to its end at Haifa below the green slopes of Carmel.
Such is the course of the line, 1,200 miles of steel piping carried through
desert and town, under rivers, up and down hill, with the directness of
a Roman road. The greater part of the country through which it
runs is shelterless waste visited rather than inhabited by the Beduin
and their herds, often bitterly cold in winter and in summer baked by
terrific heat and ecourged by almost intolerable dust storms."
The leader goes on to say, " The effect upon the Near East of this
international enterprise, carried out by a company with its roots in
four nations, is bound to be far-reaching. Even more important than
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its expenditure on the spot and the wealth that the Kirkuk oilfield.
will now bring to its happy possessor, the kingdom of Iraq, are the
diffusion of mechanical skill and the familiarization of backward but
intelligent communities with new crafts. The East as much as the
West will benefit from this development. Sir John Cadman and his
staff, though the nature of their work-for a pipe-line is practically
invisible-denies them the satisfaction of gazing on it, may well be
proud of the completion of this great enterprise."
Bible students would do well to notice how things are developing in
Bible lands. An Atlas of Current Affairs in its chapter on " Oilfields
of the Near East," says (p. 75) " Haifa has been developed as a firstclass port and harbour since Britain took over the mandate for
Palestine, and it is likely, as a recent commentator has observed,
, to become in the near future the Bombay or Singapore of the Middle
East.' A survey has also been made for a railway from Haifa to
Bagdad."
WHY DID GOD ALLOW JOHN THE BAPTIST TO BE
BEHEADED?
AN esteemed reader informs us that an answer to this question
appeared many years ago in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. If any reader
can give the date we should be grateful. Meanwhile we sent our friend
the following brief answer to the question;1. Strictly speaking we cannot explain God's dealings with His
people; "His ways are past finding out" (Rom. xi. 33). We can
only say, " Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight."
2. John the Baptist's case is not dissimilar to many other cases.
For example, the case of Abel-God, in His sovereignty, allowed him
to be murdered by Cain. So Peter was destined eventually to be put
to death for the truth (John xxi. 18, 19). So with the martyrs in
Queen Mary's reign. So with James, the brother of John (Acts xii. 2).
3. It needs to be remembered that persecution is the appointed
lot, of God's faithful people, and"such treatment proves that they are
God's chosen ones (Matt. v. 10-12; John xv. 20). Persecution sometimes issues in the death of the persecuted. Moreover, it demonstrates
the awful wickedness of the devil and his agents.
4. Although the putting to death of one of God's saints is an awful
thing to us, yet it issues in immediate glory and blessedness for the
martyred saint. Great is their reward in heaven. The present
aflliction issues in "A far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory" (2 Cor. iv. 17).
5. Finally, it may be pointed out that neither persecution nor
death separates from the love of Christ. Christ still loved John the
Baptist, although He allowed Herod to put him to death, and by
taking him to glory, He lovingly and immediately delivered him from
all sorrow and sin and suffering. (See Rom. viii. 35-37.)
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THE INVINCIBILITY OF GRACE.
AUGUSTINE, in asserting the invincibility or irresistibility of grace,
did not mean-and those who in subsequent times have embraced
his general system of doctrine as Scriptural did not intend to convey
the idea-that man was compelled to do that which was good, or
that he was forced to repent and believe against his will, whether he
would or not, as the doctrine is commonly misrepresented; but
merely that he was certainly and effectually made willing by the
renovation of his will through the power of God, whenever that power
was put forth in a measure SUFFICIENT or ADEQUATE to produce the
result.
Augustine, and those who have adopted his system, did not mean to
deny that men may, in some sense and to some extent, resist the Spirit,
the possibility of which is clearly indicated in Scripture; inasmuch
as they have most commonly held that, to use the language of our
Confession, "persons who are not elected, and who finally perish,
may have some common operations of the Spirit," which of course
they resist and throw off. The truth is, that this doctrine of the
certain efficacy or irresistibility of grace is closely and necessarily
connected with the doctrine of God's purposes or decrees-the great
doctrine of predestination or election, which constitutes an essential
part of the Pelagian controversy; and, indeed, it may be regarded
as forming the connecting link between the doctrine of converting
and renewing grace, as the true cause of all that is good in man, and
that of personal election to everlasting life, as the source to which
God's effectual operation in working faith in men, and thereby uniting
them to Christ, is to be traced. It is the Spirit of God Whose supernatural agency restores men to life, and effects in them all that is
indeed spiritually good. Whenever this agency is put forth in strength
sufficient to effect the object of converting a sinner and uniting him
to Christ by faith, it certainly does effect it, just because God had
resolved to effect it, and has in consequence put forth the power
necessary for doing so. What God does in time, He from eternity
decreed to do, because in the Infinite Mind there is no succession of
time-all things are at once and eternally present to it. When God
exercises power, He is carrying into effect an eternal purpose; when
He converts a sinner, He is executing a decree which He formed before
the world began-before all ages."-(Cunningham's "Historical
Theology," Vol. I, pp. 352-3.)
"GOD will bear no witness to any doctrines but His Own. All
endeavours for a reformation will be blasted, when they build on
human merit, will, and power; and are not grounded wholly on the
grace of Christ. A legion of discourses have been published on morality,
and a little host of volumes have appeared against infidelity; yet
immorality and infidelity are making rapid progress through the
land. " -John Berridge.
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SOLEMN FACTS ABOUT CINEMAS.
ON January 15th last an important deputation, headed by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, interviewed the Prime Minister, with" a
request for the appointment of a government committee to inquire
into the conditions of administration in respect of the censorship of
entertainment films."
The Archbishop "called attention to the potent influence of the
cinema on the public, nearly 20,000,000 of whom went to the cinema
each week."
Sir Charles Grant Robertson said that "His fundamental submission was the unsatisfactory and disquieting character of the situation
with regard to recreation and entertainment films as represented by the
results of the censorship. . . . At least 25 pe', cent of those that had
passed the censor were, for one reason or another, unsatisfactory and
in many cases really demoralizing. These figures were supported by
the independent statement recently of the Bishop of Croydon, whose
cinema censorship for Sunday films revealed that in twelve months
something like 200 unsatisfactory films making a special feature of
crime, cruelty, and loose morality had been eliminated for Sunday showing by that Committee, on which the trade had representation. . . .
What was happening in Croydon was what was happening in every area
and particularly the densely populated industrial areas throughout
Great Britain. They submitted that a remedy must be found."
The above is taken from The Times report of the deputation's visit
to the Prime Minister. (Italics ours.) It is abundantly clear that
the cinema is exerting a very powerful influence on an immense
number of our people, many of whom are children and young
people. The fact that films representing" crime, cruelty, and loose
morality" should be provided for the entertainment of cinema
audiences must surely have a very bad effect on the morals of young
and old. The facts revealed by this deputation should surely speak
loudly to any of the Lord's people who may have been tempted to
occasional attendance at the cinema. Surely, we must admit that
cinema entertainments belong to "that world which we are warned not
to love. Holy separation at all times from such places, we believe to
be the onlyfright position for the people of God. "All that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the Father, but is of the world." "The friendship of
the world is enmity with God." "Wherefore come out from among
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing." (1 John ii. 16; James iv. 4; 2 Cor. vi. 17.)
Since writing the above we have come across some references to
cinemas in a recently published book entitled Memories of a Scientific
Life. The author is Sir Ambrose Fleming. During his long life,
Sir Ambrose has given a large number of scientific lectures. He
says of them, "These lectures were eagerly desired, and attended
by large audiences in days before the popular taste was deteriorated by
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the type of films exhibited at many pict'ure palaces at the present day."
(Italics ours.) He goes on to say that infantile" yearning for crime"
is encouraged by " some modern films," and in illustration of this he
says, " A gentleman patted the curly head of a little boy in a shop
one day, and said to him, 'What are you going to be when you grow
up, my little man?' and the boy promptly replied, 'A burglar!'
'That,' said his mother, 'is the effect of the pictures.''' (Pp. 160, 161.)
From another source we learn that "the revenue of the cinema
theatres is some £40,000,000, and the entertainment tax is nearly
£7,000,000." Think of it! All this money is being spent on entertainments which are to a large extent demoralizing in their character.

"MICHAEL AND HIS ANGELS FOUGHT AGAINST THE
DRAGON; AND THE DRAGON FOUGHT AND HIS ANGELS."
REVELATION xii. 7.
WAR always will rage between the two great sovereignties until one
or other be crushed.
Peace between good and evil is an impossibility; the very pretence
of it would, in fact, be the triumph of t~powers of darkness.
Michael will always fight; his holy soul is vexed with sin, and will
not endure it. Jesus will always be the dragon's foe, and that not
in a quiet sense, but actively, vigorously, with full determination
to exterminate evil. All His servants, whether angels in heaven, or
messengers on earth, will and must fight; they are born to be warriors
-at the cross they enter into Covenant never to make truce with
evil; they are a warlike company, firm in defence and fierce in attack.
The duty of every soldier in the army of the Lord is daily, with all
his heart and soul, and strength, to fight against the dragon.
The dragon and his angels will not decline the affray; they are
incessant in their onslaughts, sparing no weapon, fair or foul. We are
foolish to expect to serve God without opposition: the more zealous
we are, the more sure are we ,to be assailed by the myrmidons of hell.
The Church may become slothful, but not so her great antagonist;
his restless spirit never suffers the war to pause; he hates the woman's
seed, and would fain devour the Church if he could. The servants
of Satan partake much of the old dragon's energy, and are usually
an active race. War rages all around, and to dream of peace is
dangerous and futile.
Glory be to God, we know the end of the war. The great dragon
shall be cast out and for ever destroyed, while Jesus and they who are
with Him shall receive the crown. Let us sharpen our swords to-night,
and pray the Holy Spirit to nerve our arms for the conflict. Never
battle so important, never crown so glorious. Every man to his post,
ye warriors of the cross, and may the Lord tread Satan under your
feet shortly!
Nov. 30th, Evening Readings.
C. H. SPURGEON.
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A MORNING HYMN.
" THROUGH all the dangers of the night
Preserved, 0 Lord, by Thee,
Again we hail the cheerful light,
Again we bow the knee.

"0 may the beams of truth Divine,
With clear convincing light,
In all our understandings shine,
And chase our mental night.
"Preserve us, Lord, throughout the day,
And guide us by Thine arm;
For they are safe, and only they,
Whom Thou preserv'st from harm.
"Let all our words and all our ways
Declare that we are Thine,
That so the light of truth and grace
Before the worJd may shine.
"Nor let us turn away from Thee,
Dear Saviour, hold us fast,
Till with immortal eyes we see
Thy glorious face at last."
THOMAS KELLY.
========

" IT is a fundamental principle of Protestantism, which, when once
established upon its own proper evidence, must never be rejected or
forgotten, that is by the Bible alone that w~ can certainly determine
what is true and what is false in religion; and that there is not, and
cannot be, any obligation to receive anything as apostolic, unless it
be either contained in, or deducible from, the apostolic writings."Ctmningham's "Historical Theology," Vol. I, p. 440.
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THE TIMES AND PRESENT-DAY SERMONS.

The Times, in a leading article entitled THE HUNGRY SHEEP, which
appeared in its issue of Dec. 6th last, says:
" Many churchgoers must have sympathized with the correspondent
who deplored in a recent letter the ' countless sermons on the League
of Nations, social and economic problems; and various current events
of the day' which he is compelled to hear."
The writer of the leader goes on to say in reference to Churchgoers:
" But it is only too likely, on the other hand, that they will have
heard too little of what used to be termed' Gospel preaching' and too
much about' the League of Nations, social and economic problems,
and various current events.' The parsons, mostly in the towns, who
preach almost exclusively on such themes do so, no doubt, with
admirable intentions. They are anxious to show how thoroughly
in touch they are with everyday affairs, and imagine that the' topical'
sermon is the most likely to interest and influence their hearers. In
every way that view is probably mistaken. The average citizen, if
he goes to Church on Sunday, hopes to get free for an hour from the
thoughts and interests which, as he admits, engross him through most
of his time. He comes with some real spiritual hunger, but' the
hungry sheep look up and are not fed' when from the pulpit their
pastor offers them his not very well-informed reflections about India,
disarmament, and housing. The members of his flock do not in the
least want to know what he can tell them about Geneva. But they
want very much to know anything he can tell them about God.
Preaching that will make Christ more real; that, in no matter how
simple a fashion, will help to interpret life; that will reveal a deeper
meaning in some familiar passage of the Bihle; that will put heart
and resolve into men and women for the coming week's work-such
is the type of preaching which the average hearer values most, and
~ets at least less Qlten. tb.an. b.e, \l,b.~\\.\~. T\l~l~ 'd,,~ \'>t1'e1 t~))'e'8, '8'U~1
liS toe vfigae find emotional, w..irc.a may araw {arger crowus, 6ut t.6.eir
effect is less lasting. Certainly, when temporal affairs are more than
usually difficult and unstable, -the best work which the pulpit can do
is quietly and persistently to emphasize those truths of religion which
do not change."
It has long been felt by many godly people that there is a sad lack
of real Gospel preaching in present-day pulpits. Here we find our
leading secular newspaper administering a rebuke to preachers for
their failure in this respect. The Apostle Paul said, "Christ sent
me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel," and to "testify the
Gospel of the grace of God" was his constant habit. Would that all
ministers really followed his example.

"FOR I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l Cor. ii. 2.
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MODERNISM.
SUCH is the state of the so-called Protestant religious world. Great,
therefore, is the danger before us in this particular. The fear and
love of God in His people will be a preservative, and will keep them
from accepting deliverance from trouble and persecution by saying
a confederacy to this evil of Modernism, and all other denials of Christ
and His Holy Word. But the evil of Modernism is its subtle enmity
to the Son of God, its appeal t.o human reason, intellect, and scholarship. It has found an entrance into many of our schools, captured
many teachers, and unsettled many scholars. It is filling numberless
pulpits in this land. It seeks to turn us away from God. Here I
leave the sad subject, committing you, as I do day and night, to God,
and praying that you may be kept from Modernism. Of all the
enemies of Christ, Modernism is among the greatest. Christ is spoken
of in this Short Bible as One Who made a heroic effort to set up the
Kingdom of God in the world. Think of that-the glorious Jesus
Christ making an effort to set up the Kingdom of God in this world!
That very statement may be in the hands of some of you ere long,
if you get and open a Bible issued by Modernists. Now I entreat
the Lord to bless you, dear young people. Try, if you can, to
remember these facts. And if ever you kneel down to pray, pray that
God will keep you from Modernism. Modernism is nothing more,
nothing less, than a man in the pride of intellect kicking against,
denying, Divine revelation. That is all, but 0 what a fearful all !J. K. Popham.

TWO VIEWS OF ELECTION.
THERE is really no medium between an election to life, resting as its
foundation upon the faith, repentance, and holiness of individuals
foreseen-which is really no election, but a mere act of recognition
-and a choice or selection of 'individuals originating in the good
pleasure of God, without any other cause known to, or knowable by,
us-a choice or selection followed up in due time, as its certain and
necessary result, by the actual bestowal by God upon the individuals
elected, of all that is necessary for securing their salvation. The
latter of these views, we think, it can be proved, is clearly taught
in Scripture; and though it no doubt involves much that is mysterious
and inexplicable-much that may either call forth presumptuous
objections, or profitably exercise men's faith and humility-yet it
certainly accords most fully with the actual phenomena of the moral
and spiritual world, and it surely presents God in His true character
and real position as the rightful and omnipotent Governor of the world,
the Arbiter of the eternal destinies of His intelligent creatures."(Principal Cunningham's " Historical Theology," Vol. I, p. 354.)
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THE UPWARD PATH.

IT was evening, and Miss Smith's two lodgers, who were spending
a few days in the Lake District, were discussing plans for the next
day. The landlady was clearing the supper-table, and was quick to
offer her advice. "Why don't you go up Helvellyn?" she asked.
Margaret and Ruth looked at each other doubtfully. "We have
never done any climbing," said Margaret; "is Helvellyn possible? "
" Of course it is," replied Miss Smith; "why, I went up myself two
years ago." This was quite sufficient assurance for the two girls,
and they eagerly consulted map and guide book to settle the route.
"We mu~t carry as little as possible," said Margaret. Ruth pondered.
" We must have sandwiches; and sticks will be a help," she said.
" Yes, and we can't go without a book, in case we are kept waiting for
a bus. And I must have my camera." So it was all settled.
Morning came, and the girls set off gaily, taking a bus to the foot
of Helvellyn by Thirlmere. A sign post pointed the way through
a farmyard, and a steep field rose in front of them. They could not
see the mountain as a whole any longer; when they had scaled the
first green ascent another loomed before them, so that only a small
part of the way was visible at a time. The route was plainly marked,
not by a path, but by white stones; at longer or shorter intervals one
of the many rocks or boulders was lavishly bedaubed with whitewash,
so t.hat all the climbers had to do was to go from stone to stone. Sometimes a long distance was clearly marked out, the line of white stones
stretching far ahead; but often from one stone only the next one was
visible, and sometimes it seemed as if the marking would cease. But
it never failed.
Most of the way was just rough uphill walking, and the girls greatly
enjoyed it. They met not a single perso~ in the three hours' climb.
The short turf was deliciously springy, and fatigue was forgotten in
the discovery of new mountain flowers. A brook came gurgling down
the hillside across their path,' and they were refreshed by drinking
the cold clear water.
As they climbed higher and higher, they reached a difficult part
of the ascent, where it was really impossible to go except upon hands
and knees. It was quite a struggle, and both girls paused for a brief
rest. "Do you think it is the top that we can see now?" said
Margaret. "I hope it is," replied Ruth, we can't do much more of
this." Margaret laughed. "If Miss Smith did it, I am sure e can,"
she said, and the reminder encouraged Ruth to try again. "If only
we were not so laden! " she said. "We oughtn't to have brought
anything but lunch; and that is too much." Margaret assented. "It
would really be easier without the sticks, though wc thought they
would be such a help."
After a pause, the girls made another attempt, and soon the worst
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part of the climb was over. Now the green slope stretched gently
up and up; the short grass became more and more scanty, the path
being strewn with rough stones. Almost before they were aware,
Margaret and Ruth were standing beside the stone cairn, which marks
the top of Helvellyn. And, oh! what a glorious prospect met their
eyes. It was indescribably grand and beautiful. All around them
were flung the mountains, some gently veiled in mist, others proudly
rearing bare stony heads. Below lay the great sheets of Ullswater,
the tree-bound waters of Thirlmere, and many smaller lakes and tarns.
In that exquisite moment of achievement the difficulties of the way
were entirely forgotten, and the climbers felt that their efforts were
indeed worth while.
Margaret and Ruth had often heard of the beauty of Helvellyn, and
had vaguely wished to ascend the mountain; and in the same way
you have heard all your life of the glories of heaven. But just as it
required the particular invitation of the landlady to set the girls
climbing, so it is only the particular call of the Holy Spirit to a soul
which will set it in the heavenly way. That road is uphill an along;
Paul described it when he spoke of " reaching forth unto those things
which are before." Sometimes it is a lonely way, for the believer's
walk is to be separate from the world; it is always a strait and narrow
way, for if the climber leaves the path marked out for him, he will be
lost on the mountain-side, or stray over a hidden precipice. As the
white stones mark the mountain track, so the Holy Scriptures appoint
the way of the Christian, and to disobey and ignore them is to stray
into temptation and sin. Sometimes the way is hard and difficult,
beset with sorrows, and the Christian is discouraged, his soul fainting
because of the greatness of the way. Many of the difficulties are of
our own making; we carry too many burdens. The walking-sticks,
the books, and the camera were all very good things in their way; but
they were a hindrance in climbing. "Let us lay aside every weight" ;
even harmless things may weigh us down and clog our footsteps.
Sometimes it is a dark way; only the next few steps are visible, and
we fear lest our Guide has deserted us. But the white stones never
fail; the Scripture cannot be bioken, and the Lord has said, "I am
with you alway, even unto the end." But how gracious is the Lord
to His children! for sometimes He makes the way so smooth and
easy; the flowers of His promises blossom in the track, and living
waters well up to quench the thirst of our souls. If these" foretastes
of the joys above" are so sweet, what must the reality be?
" If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God."
DAMARIS.

" As all the branches of a vine receive their birth, growth, and nourishment, their word, leaf, and fruit altogether from the vine, so all
believers receive their birth, growth, and nourishment, their life,
faith, and fruit from Jesus altogether."-Berridge.
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QIottesponlJenCf.
A WORD OF CHEER FROM MANCHESTER.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR SIR,
I have with much pleasure, and for some time now, read the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and wondered at the difference of teaching contained in
your wholesome pages to the unwholesome teaching one hears in the
pulpit and from the secular press to-day. I have all the more reason
to joy in the monthly arrival of your precious little book, and do most
sincerely trust that the issues will always continue, and, moreover,
abound to the upbuilding of His saints and the extending of His free
and unfettered Word.
Many times I have desired to write unto you, but somehow never,
until now, ventured; so you see I cannot contain myself any longer.
Praise God!
Again thanking you and the publishers for all the good things I
have enjoyed in the pages of the magazine and for the Lord's bounty
daily bestowed upon such a sinner as I.
I have the pleasure to remain,
Manchester,
Yours in the Blessed Hope,
February 7th, 1935.
G.
"·BUCHMANISM" IN AUSTRALIA.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
Would you be kind enough to forward (or have forwarded) to me
a sample copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and enclose a memo to say
what the annual subscription is, if it is not printed on the journal ~
May I add that I have profited very much from your booklet on
Buchmanism, which was sent me by the Sovereign Grace Union. This
curse is just reaching Australia, and is being welcomed by all denominations witb open arms. I have denounced it so far as I can, both
from pulpit and in our Anglican journal, but the wiles of Satan have
ensnared quite a number of our leading Evangelical Clergy into either
acceptance or apathy towards it. I only wish I could afford to import
a large number of your valuable book, and circulate them among
our students and clergy.
However, I look forward to learning something about the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE; for sound reading is not the easiest thing to obtain here,
in these days.
The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
Yours very since~ely,
Ne-w South Wales, Australia,
R. H--.
January 8th, 1935.
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AN APPRECIATION.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
I should like to add my testimony to that of others in saying how
very much I appreciate the true spiritual food given in the sermons
and articles which appear in every number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
I am surrounded on all sides in this district by High Churchmen in
the Church of England, and Modernist ministers in the Nonconformist
Churches. The only minister who is like-minded with myself is the
Rev. - - . At the Ministers' Monthly Fraternal Meeting he and I
stand alone, and always have a tussle with the Modernist views of the
others. At the last meeting Mr. - - read a paper on " Our Lord's
Second Coming." I think you would have agreed with every word
of it. I supported him. The others disagreed with it. One minister
apparently only thinks a small kernel of Mark's Gospel is trustworthy
out of the whole Bible. He professes to take as truth what he calls
" the consensus of Christian opinion." He says that Christ left His
Spirit in the world, and seems to think the words of the New Testament
are less credible than many modern histories.
I cannot tell you how refreshing are the articles in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE when one feels rather isolated.
May you long be spared as Editor, and may God be pleased to
continue to bless your invaluable magazine.
I carefully keep my copies. Could you send Mr. - - a specimen
copy 1
With much gratitude,
Yours faithfully,
February 18th, 1935.
FROM A RECTOR IN SOMERSET.

GOLDEN TREASURE IN AFRICA.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
Very many prayerful thanks for Golden Treasure. We are reading
it together here with the students, and many a blessed and refreshing
message it gives us. Yesterday the talk on Elijah was specially
uplifting.
How beautifully it has been printed! And I need not say how much
my heart was stirred as I gazed upon the picture of the beloved
writer. How little we thought in those earlier days when I was
privileged to enjoy her friendship that she would leave me a legacy of
help and encouragement in the shape of this book, and that it would
reach me in the heart of Africa when she had entered into glory but
a few short months. I am quite sure the Lord meant some of it for
me, for when I read it, it goes right home.
I have written to the Gospel Magazine Office for your book on
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Buchmanism. Dr. Moule says in his little book, Jesus and the Resurrection, "How precious is that ancient, that old-fashioned faith, too
often slighted under the unpopular designation 'orthodox '-how
precious, to-the heart which craves, and discovers, a Saviour! " (p. 73).
With every prayerful wish for the New Year we have just entered
upon.
Yours sincerely,
January 15th, 1935.
M.-.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A distributor among Air-men writes: "My grateful
thanks for lovely parcel of literature to hand. May I say that this
was opportune, my literature being short and I had very little assortment ~ I do thank you. The Lord reward. Am so sorry you
continue weak, yet in the weakness and seeming inability the Lord
is able to use and bless you. Indeed, the work of supplying 'seed
for the sower' is in itself a blessed one. May you realize much of His
presence as you lean upon your Beloved. You will be cheered to
know the Lord is blessing this corner of His vineyard, and we have
lately seen men brought to Christ. An incident. An airman came
to Christ some weeks ago, and last week was involved in an air crash,
but saved from injury, though the plane itself was badly smashed and
the pilot hurt. He said he thought as he came down that all was over,
but alone among them he had peace. In front of his comrades in the
room he said, " Praise the Lord, He's saved my soul, and now to-day
has preserved my body." Another of my airmen, led to Christ four
years ago, is now out of the service and, D.V., soon goes out to Brazil
for His Lord. We praise God for these trophies of His saving grace
and power. Again may the Lord richly bless you and reward you.
Eternity alone will reveal all the blessing your books have brought
to the men." Help is still needed to continue the work.
Yours to serve by His grace,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, 4.
March, 1935.
" THE principle that Adam was constituted, and thereafter was held
and regarded by God, as the representative and federal head of his
posterity, so that they sinned in him and fell with him in his first transgression, is the only one that has ever ·been propounded which makes
even an approach towards affording an explanation of this important
fact-viz., that men do come into the world with their whole moral
nature corrupted, and thoroughly perverted, so far as God and His
law are concerned."-Cunningham's Historical Theology, Vol. I, p. 338.
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l.!Jtotefltant 16eaCOR.
THE REFORMERS AND INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE.
Calvin. He says: "We know that God hath spoken to us, and are
fully convinced that the prophets did not speak at their own suggestion
but that, being organs of the Holy Spirit, they only uttered what they
had been commissioned from heaven to declare."-(Commentary on
2 Tim. iii. 16.)
Cranmer. He says: "The most sure and plain way is, to cleave
unto Holy Scripture. Wherein whatsoever is found, must be taken
for a most sure ground and an infallible truth; and whatsoever cannot
be grounded upon the same (touching our faith) is man's device,
changeable and uncertain."-(Cranmer on The Lord's Supper, p. 3.
C. J. Thynne's Edition.)
Bishop Jewel. He speaks of the Old and New Testament Scriptures
as " the heavenly voices, whereby God hath opened unto us His will ;
and that only in them man's heart can have settled rest; that in them
he abundantly and fully comprehended all things, whatsoever be
needful for our salvation . . . that they be the very sure and infallible
rule whereby may be tried, whether the Church do stagger, or err, and
whereunto all ecclesiastical doctrine ought to be called to account: and
that against these Scriptures neither law, nor ordinance, nor any
custom ought to be heard: no, though Paul his own self, or an angel
from heaven, should come and teach the contrary."-(Apology, p. 28.
S.P.C.K. edition.)
THE HOMILIES A1\1]) ARTICLES.
THE Church of England Homily on " The Reading of Holy Scripture"
speaks of Scripture as " The fountain and well of truth," "the well of
life," " the heavenly meat of our souls," and" God's Word."
The Thirty-nine Articles speak of the Scriptures as " the pure Word
of God," as "God's Word written," and" the Word of God" (see
Articles XIX, XX, XXI. Also Bote Articles VI, VIII, XVIII, XXII,
XXIV, XXVIII, and XXXIV for other references.)
The Collect for the 2nd Sunday in Advent declares that God "has
caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning," clearly
teaching their Divine origin and inspiration.

l

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
WITH heartfelt gratitude to God, the Committee closed the financial
year having had all needs supplied. They appreciate very much the
continued support of subscribers and friends in carrying on this necessary
work on behalf of the Lord's poor aged saints. In commencing another
year they confidently anticipate the further assistance and will be glad
to welcome fresh subscribers and donors.
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The expressions of gratitude which reach the Committee f~om the
pensioners, reveal how greatly needed is the help the Society is able to
render. Upwards of a thousand pensioners are regularly receiving
the pension.
The Committee will be glad to meet a large number of subscribers
and friends at the Annual Meeting which will be held on Friday,
May 3rd, particulars of which will be seen in the advertisement on the
cover.
The Annual Meeting of the Tunbridge Wells Auxiliary will be held
in the "Crabb Memorial Hall" on Tuesday, April 2nd, afternoon
and evening. A service at " Zion" Chapel, Norbiton, will be held in
the evening of the 3rd.
The Quarte'rly Record for April will be sent to any interested friend
on application to the Secretary.
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FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN. By the late Pastor Hazlerigg, of Leicester.
Pp. 168. Price 3s.; by post 3s. 6d. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons
Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
These Fragments that Remain consist of nineteen sermons by the
late Mr. Grey Hazlerigg, who for thirty-nine years was " the beloved
Pastor of Zion Chapel, Leicester." "For more than twenty years he
annually preached fifteen sermons at West Street Chapel, Croydon,"
and" nearly all the sermons in this volume were delivered there."
The sermons were not taken down in shorthand, but in longhand,
and hence they are much abbreviated. They were never seen nor
revised by the preacher. They are, therefore, fragmentary in their
character, and lack the finish which revision would have given them.
The sermons are of a searching character and they often contain
straight and practical remarks. They are, of course, loyal to the
old Evangelical truths. There is an interesting "Foreword" by
Mr. J. Raven, of Smallfield. We are told that Mr. Hazlerigg "was born at Nosely Hall, near
Leicester," and was the son of Lady Hazlerigg. He became an officer
in the army. Though brought up in the Church of England, he for
a time joined the Plymouth Brethren (pp. x, xi, 97, 130). "Eventually he threw in his lot with the Strict Baptists." On March 12th,
1912, he reached the great age of ninety-four, and preached twice on
the Sunday following. On October 4th in the same year he was
called Home. The people to whom he ministered regarded him as
., a choice man of God," and, says the History of Zion Ohapel,
Leicester, "his name and all the truths for which he contended will,
we trust, never be forgotten by us."
Large numbers will no doubt be glad to possess these" Fragments"
preached by a highly-esteemed minister of the Gospel. A portrait of
Mr. Hazlerigg is given as a frontispiece.

