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THE THRONE OF GRACE.
" Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."-HEBREWS

iv. 16.
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,-

THE people who are addressed in this precious portion of GOD'S
Word are the members of GOD'S family. They can say, "We
have a great HIGH PRIEST that is passed into the heavens, JESUS,
the SON OF GOD" (verse 14). He is our HIGH PRIEST, Who by
His own blood" entered in once into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us." Through the eternal SPIRIT He
offered Himself without spot to GOD, that He might purge our
conscience from dead works to serve the living GOD (see Heb.
ix. 12, 14). They are "holy brethren" to whom the precious
invitation is addressed-holy, -because sanctified and regenerated
by the SPIRIT (iii. 1). They are those who" believe to the saving
of the soul" (x. 39). They have a faith of which CHRIST is "the
AUTHOR and FINISHER" (xii. 2). They are children to whom
the LORD says, "My son, despise not thou the chastening of the
LORD" (xii. 5). They have come into touch with "JESUS the
Mediator of the new Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling"
(ri. 24). They are those to whom the LORD says, "I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee" (xiii. 5). Thus the people who are
exhorted to come boldly unto the throne of grace are a people
who have been redeemed by the blood of the great HIGH PRIEST,
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sanctified by His SPIRIT, justified by faith, and numbered amongst
the sons and daughters of the LORD almighty. Let us, then, the
redeemed of the LORD, the justified and saved members of His
family-" Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace."
1. First, think of the throne to which we are exhorted to CO'1ne.
It is called" the throne of grace." This throne is doubtless the
throne of GOD. It is" the throne of the MAJESTY in the heavens,"
"the throne of GOD" (Heb. viii. 1; xii. 2). On the right hand of
that throne our great HIGH PRIEST is set down. Having offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, He took His seat on the right hand
of GOD. It is not an earthly throne to which the saints of GOD
are to come. Heaven is GOD'S throne and earth is His footstool.
(See Matt. v. 34; Acts vii. 49.) Our FATHER is in heaven. Heaven
is the seat of His kingly power. Mercy and grace are not dispensed
from earthly thrones. No earthly king, and no earthly so-called
priest can dispense to GOD'S people spiritual blessings. It is the
GOD of all grace Who sits on the throne of grace, and it is to Him
we are exhorted to come. All spiritual blessings proceed from
Him. He is their Fountain and Source. What a privilege is
suggested by this invitation. Despite the majesty, glory, holiness,
and power of the Divine Occupant of this throne, His people are
encouraged and pressed to draw near to Him. Though He dwelleth
on high, He "humbleth Himself to behold the things that are in
heaven, and in the earth." Despite His loftiness He hath respect
unto the lowly. (See Psa. cxiii. 4-6; cxxxviii. 6.) He dwells
" in the high and holy place," but also" with him that is of a contrite
and humble spirit" (Isa. lvii. 15).
His poor and needy people may draw near to Him. They need
not fear to approach Him. The throne on which He sits is a
"throne of grace." From this throne proceeds electing grace,
redeeming grace, calling grace, justifying grace, saving grace,
enabling grace, and glorifying grace. (See Rom. xi. 5; Ephes.
i. 7; Gal. i. 15; Rom. iii. 24; Ephes. ii. 8; 1 Cor. xv. 10; 2 Cor.
ix. 8; James iv. 6; 2 Thess. ii. 16.)
The grace of the Occupant of this throne led Him to chose His
people in CHRIST before the foundation of the world, to redeem
them in time by the blood-shedding of His SON, to call them out
of darkness into His marvellous light, to justify them freely, and
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to save them by His power. The same grace leads Him now to
mat.e all grace abound toward them, and to assure them of the
glorifying grace that is to be brought unto them at the revelation
of His dear SON from heaven. All-sufficient grace is dispensed
from this throne.
2. Secondly, let us think 0/ the manner in which we are exhorted
to come to this throne.
If we were invited to approach the throne of an earthly monarch
we should naturally feel timid, fearful, and nervous in drawing
near. Much inquiry would be made as to the proper way to
approach, and as to how we should address the king, and how we
should suitably act in his presence. Although it would be a great
privilege, it would also be somewhat of an ordeal, and we should
feel relieved when the interview was over.
No such timidity, fear, or nervousness need characterize those
who are encouraged to approach the throne of grace. The approach
is open to all the people of GOD, the poor as well as the rich, the
lowest as well as the highest, the feeblest as well as the strongest.
" There is no difference between the Jew and the Greek; for the
same LORD over all is rich unto all that call upon Him" (Rom.
x. 12).
Under the rule of the kings of Persia, "whosoever, whether man
or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is
not called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except
such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he
may live" (Esther iv. 11). Queen Esther had not been called
to enter the king's presence for thirty days. It was at the risk of
her life that she determined ,to draw near to the king. "If I
perish," she said, "I perish."
No such danger confronts the people of GOD. They need not
wait for a special call to draw near to His throne, nor need they
fear any penalty. The way of access to this throne is always
open. It is open by day and by night; and the presentation of
our petitions can never be delayed by a crowd of other petitioners.
"Let us therefore come boldly." The word" boldly" may be
translated "with free and fearless confidence, cheerful courage,
boldness, assurance." Though we are unworthy to draw near,
yet we may do so, and are bidden to do so without fear and with
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full assurance. It is to the GOD of grace we come. It is unto
our reconciled FATHER we approach. It is to Him, Who has
loved us with an everlasting love, and Who, because of His love
to us, sent forth His SON to redeem us that we are bidden to draw
near. His grace and mercy are such that He has called, regenerated,
and saved us. He has said to our souls, "Your sins and your
iniquities will I remember no more." He loves us and delights
to see us as suppliants at His throne. Behold the prodigal
returning to his father, and see the father, when his son was yet
a great way off, exhibiting his compassion, and running and falling
on his neck and kissing him. Here you have a picture of the
Divine compassion and readiness to welcome those who draw near
to Him. We are of course to approach through CHRIST. He is
the way to the FATHER. No man may come to the FATHER
except through Him. He is Himself on this throne, and "He is
able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto GOD by
Him" (Heb. vii. 25). For all such He ever liveth to make intercession. It is through Him we have access by one SPIRIT unto
the FATHER. We have no right to approach except through Him.
He is our ground of approach. But why through Him ~ Ah,
yes, why through Him ~ Did He not shed His precious blood to
secure the remission of our sins ~
The high priest in olden times could not enter the holy of holies
"without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors
of the people" (Heb. ix. 7). Nor can we enter the heavenly
holiest without blood. Apart from the blood which our Divine
Surety shed for us, we dare not draw near to GOD. The atoning
death of our great Surety, however, has pacified the judicial wrath
of GOD which was due to our sin. He, our Surety, has obeyed the
law of GOD which we had broken, and He has also fully met its
merited penalty. Hence there is no condemnation for us. Full
satisfaction has been made and, great and remarkable fact, GoD
Himself out of love to us sinners sent His beloved SON to make
this satisfaction for us. He wanted to justify and to welcome us
back, but He could not justly do this unless a Divine Substitute
took our place. Hence" He spared not His own SON, but delivered
Him up for us all," and His beloved SON also loved us, and voluntarily gave up His life a ransom for us. Through Him, then, we

The Gospel Magazine

143

may now come boldly unto the throne of gr:lce. "Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
JESUS . . . let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith" (Heb. x. 19, 22). "By the blood of JESUS" then we
draw near. Every time we come to the throne of grace it must
be by His blood. Let us never forget that.
We also draw near by faith. "He that cometh to GOD must
believe that He is, and that He is the rewarder of them that diligently
seek him" (Heb. xi. 6).
" Without faith it is impossible to please Him," in the manner
of our approach or in any other way, and the faith by which we
approach Him is a faith that believes that He rewards them that
really seek Him. They do not seek Him in vain. He never denies
them the blessings which they need.
3. Thirdly, let us think of the objects for whioh we should come
to this throne.
Two objects are specified:(a) "That we may obtain mercy." But you might say, "We
have now obtained mercy." "In time past we were not a people,
but are now the people of GOD: which had not then obtained
mercy" (1 Pet. ii. 10).
Yes, that is indeed true. The Apostle Paul could say that
though he had been" a blasphemer and a persecutor, and injurious,"
yet he says, "I obtained mercy." Yet we need mercy every day.
In our flesh there dwelleth no good thing. Sin still dwelleth
within us, and" If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us."
We have to mourn tberefor~ our daily sins of thought, word or
deed, or all three. Hence we need to obtain more mercy-mercy
every day, and what a mercy it is that mercy is always obtainable!
What a mercy that we may come boldly to obtain it! Boldly
does not exclude humility, sorrow, and grief, that we who have
tasted so much of Divine mercy should still need it. It does
honour, however, to the complete efficacy of CHRIST'S sacrifice for
our sins, that we may always obtain more mercy. His death
for our sins had relation to all our sins, past, present, and future.
What debtors we are to Divine mercy! It was because He was
" rich in mercy" that He quickened lIS. It is " according to His
\

144

The Gospel Magazine

......

mercy" that He saved us, and we are still" looking for the mercy
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST unto eternal life" (Jude 21). It is
because we are continually needing mercy that it is written that
"the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon
them that fear Him" (Psa. ciii. 17).
(b) A second object of coming to the throne of grace is that we
may " find grace to help in time 0/ need."
It might be asked, Is there any time in our experience when
we do not need grace to help? The answer of all the saints surely
is, We are always poor and needy. There is no day when we do
not need to come to the throne of grace for more grace. We are
continually needing Divine favour, grace, and strength. Without
Divine grace we can do nothing.
We need encouraging grace, strengthening grace, guiding grace,
delivering grace, upholding grace, comforting grace, and we are
encouraged to come boldly to find it. " He giveth more grace."
He giveth grace to the humble. The more humble we are the more
we shall feel our need of grace, and the promise always holds good
that" He giveth grace to the humble."
"Behold the throne of grace!
The promise calls me near!
There JESUS shows a smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer.
"That rich atoning blood,
Which sprinkled round I see,
Provides for those who come to
An all-prevailing plea.

GOD

"My soul, ask what thou wilt,
Thou canst -not be too bold;
Since His Own blood for thee He spilt,
What else can He withhold?
"Beyond thy utmost wants
His love and power can bless;
To praying souls He always grants
More than they can express."
(John Newton.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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THE EVANGELICAL REVIVAL OF THE EIGHTEENTH
CENTURY.

.......

NOTES OF SERMON PREACHED AT COMMEMORATION BICENTENARY
MEETINGS (ORGANIZED BY THE SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION) AT THE
MORAVIAN CHURCH, FETTER LANE, LONDON, BY THE EDITOR,
ON NOVEMBER 1ST, 1935, AT 4.0 P.M.
" For our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power,
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance."-l THESSALONIANS i. 5.
THE Apostle Paul was a great missionary. Mter his conversion
he preached the Gospel in Syria, Asia Minor, and in Europe. He
founded Churches in Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, and Corinth.
He also founded a Church at Thessalonica in Macedonia. He visited
Thessalonica during his second missionary journey, and in the
synagogue in that place he reasoned with his audience out of
the Scriptures, " opening and alleging that Christ must needs have
suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus,
Whom I preach unto you, is Christ." A great multitude of Greeks,
and many others besides, savingly received his message, but others
opposed, and raised an uproar, with the result that Paul and Silas
had to flee. Later, however, Timothy brought to the apostle
good tidings of the faith and love of the new converts. This
cheered the heart of the great apostle, and he wrote, " Now we live,
if ye stand fast in the Lord" (i!i. 8). The news which he received
led him to write this letter, and in this chapter he refers to the
Gospel which he had preached to them, the manner in which it
came to them, and to the wonderful effects it had upon them.
A brief word about these three points before connecting them
with the Evangelical Revival of the Eighteenth Century.
1. First think of the Gospel which the apostle preached to them.
We may briefly summarize the Gospel as:
(1) A message which was in the mind of God from eternity. It
is called" the eternal Gospel" in Revelation xiv. 6 (R.V.). The
mercies of which it speaks were Divinely purposed in eternal
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times. Hence we read of "eternal life, which God, that cannot
lie, promised before the world began" (Titus i. 2). We read of
God's people being saved and called, not according to their works,
" but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given
them in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). We
read also of "the blood of the everlasting or eternal Covenant"
(Heb. xiii. 20).
(2) The Gospel is a message which was revealed in the Old
Testament Scriptures. It is the Gospel of God" which He had
promised afore by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures" (Rom. i. 1, 2 ;
see also 1 Peter i. 10-13). The Apostle Paul preached the Gospel
from the Old Testament (Acts xvii. 2, 3).
(3) The Gospel is a message which was announced at the Incarnation. "Behold, I bring you good tidings," the angel said (Luke
ii. 10, 11).
(4) The Gospel is a message which was consummated at the
cross. It was at the cross that our Lord finished that work of
redemption by which all Gospel blessings were secured for all
who should believe on Him.
(5) The Gospel is a message which was demonstrated at the
resurrection. Christ's resurrection proved that He had fully met
all the preceptive and penal demands of the law as the holy
Substitute of His people, and therefore death could no longer hold
Him (see Rom. iv. 25).
(6) The Gospel is a message, the blessings of which are bestowed
through the Ascension. It was the ascended Christ Who received
from the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, and Who poured
forth His Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Then the exalted
Saviour began to exercise His saving power through His Spirit on
all the chosen objects of Divine grace (see Acts v. 31).
(7) Lastly, the Gospel is a message which tells of the fulness of
salvation at our Lord's return from heaven. We look for a Saviour
Who will appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
(See rhil. iii. 20, 21; Heb. ix. 28; 1 Thess. v. 9, 10.) This is the
Gospel which came unto the Thessalonians. Substantially this is
what Paul preached to them. He made it his business wherever
he went to preach the Gospel. "Christ," he wrote, "sent me not
to baptize, but to preach the Gospel" (1 Cor. i. 17).
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2. Secondly, let us think of the manner in which the Gospel came
unto them.
(1) It came in word. That is to say, with the natural ear they
heard the word of the Gospel. They heard the Gospel of Christ's
atoning death, and of His triumphant resurrection. But that is
not enough. All the four kinds of persons in the parable of the
sower heard the word with the natural ear, but only one class were
saved through it. So there were Jews who heard the word at
Thessalonica and rejected it. They" believed not" (Acts xvii. 5 ;
Mark xvi. 15, 16).
(2) It came also in power. It was preached in power and it
was received in power. It came home to them. They felt its
truths. They were convinced of sin, and felt their need of a
Deliverer. They believed it was God speaking to them (l Thess.
ii. 13).
(3) It came to them in the Holy Ghost. This explains the power.
The apostle preached "in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power," and the power of the Holy Ghost wrought upon a large
number of his hearers. Else how can you account for their conversion ~ They were dead in sin, and so could not turn to God
until Divinely quickened. (See Zech. iv. 6; 1 Cor. ii. 4; Rom.
xv. 18, 19; Ephes. i. 18, 19; ii. 1).
(4) It came in much assurance. It is not certain whether the
word translated "much assurance" refers to the preacher or to
the hearers. The R.V. translation in the margin has "in much
fulness," meaning that the Gospel was fully and clearly made
known to them. No doubt that was true. The word also means
" full assurance, most certain con.?-dence." In that case it indicates
that the Gospel was received with a full assurance of its truth.
This was also doubtless true. The hearers believed the Gospel
message to be the very word of God (1 Thess. ii. 13).
3. Thirdly, notice the wonderful effects which the preaching of the
Gospel had upon the hearers.
(1) It issued in their conversion to the living and true God. They
turned to God as sinners and sought pardon through Christ the
only way to God. (See Isa. Iv. 7; John xiv. 6; Ephes. ii. 18.)
(2) It brought about a marvellous change in their lives. They
began" to serve the living and true God."
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(3) It produced a change in their feelings. "They received the
word with joy of the Holy Ghost" (verse 6).
(4) It issued in a change in their prospects. They began to wait
for God's Son from heaven. They began to wait for Him as their
Deliverer from the wrath to come (verse 10).
4. Now let us connect all this with the wonderful Evangelical
Revival of the Eighteenth Century.
The Revival which we are commemorating was an extraordinary
religious awakening. It was an extraordinary and an unusual
display of the quickening and reviving power of God the Holy
Ghost. Notice three things about it ;(1) First it was a revival which was greatly needed. The professing
Church had got into a very low, dead, cold state spiritually.
Bishop Ryle says of the Church of England and of the Nonconformist Churches at that time, that they existed, but they
could hardly be said to have lived. They did nothing; they were
sound asleep. . . . Sermons everywhere were little better than
moral essays. . . . The land was deluged with infidelity and
scepticism. . . . The celebrated lawyer, Blackstone, had the
curiosity, early in the reign of George In (i.e., 1760-1820), to go
from Church to Church and hear every clergyman of note in London.
He says he did not hear a single discourse which had more Christianity in it than the writings of Cicero, and that it would have
been impossible for him to discover, from what he heard, whether
the preacher were a follower of Confucius, of Mahomet, or of Christ."
" The majority of the bishops were mere men of the world." Of
the clergy Bishop Ryle says, "They hunted, they shot, they
farmed, they swore, they ,drank, they gambled." The people
generally were sunk in ignorance. For the most part there were
no schools, and sabbath breaking, gambling, drunkenness, and other
sins characterized a large number. (Ryle's Christian Leaders,
chapter I).
PREACHING LARGELY SOCINIAN IN TEXDENCY.

Professor William Cunningham, in reference to the eighteenth
century, says :" The strain of the preaching which prevailed in the Established
Churches of this country during the last century (i.e., eighteenth
century)-in the Church of England during the whole century,
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and in the Church of Scotland during the latter half of it-was in
its whole scope and tendency Socinian. It is admitted, indeed,
that the great mass of the clergy of both Churches, during the
period referred to, were guiltless of any knowledge of theology, or
of theological speculations and controversies; and that their
preaching in general was marked rather by the entire omission,
than by the formal and explicit denial, of the peculiar and fundamental doctrines of the Christian system. Still this is quite
sufficient to entitle us to call their system of preaching Socinian,
as it left out the doctrines of the natural guilt and depravity of man
-the Divinity and atonement of Christ-justification by His
righteousness-and regeneration and sanctification by His Spirit;
and addressed men as if they were quite able-without any satisfaction for their sins, without any renovation of their moral natureswithout any special supernatural assistance-to do all that was
necessary for securing their eternal happiness, and needed only
to be reminded of what their duty was, and of the considerations
that should induce them to give some attention to the performance
of it." (Pro£. Wm. Cunningham's Historical Theology, Vol. Il,
pp. 187, 188).
Evidently there was need of a revival.
(2) It was a revival which was Divinely brought ahout. Speaking
of the instruments whom God used, Bishop Ryle says :" They were simply men whom God stirred up and brought out
to do His work, without previous concert, scheme or plan." (Ryle's
Christian Leaders, p. 22).
Dr. Sydney Carter says :" A special feature of the great. spiritual revival of the latter half
of the century, and one which differentiated it from any modern
, mission' was its spontaneous growth. Although it owed an
incalculable debt to the enthusiasm of its great leaders, yet it by
no means depended on the marvellous evangelistic efforts of Wesley
or Whitefield. A deep spiritual awakening sprang up almost
simultaneously in different districts and in places where the names
of the great revivalists were not even known." (English Church
in Eighteenth Century, p. 53).
The Divine time to favour our land had evidently come, and
God, independently of Church organization or plan, displayed His
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sovereignty in raising up in different parts of the country men
who preached His Gospel in the power of His Spirit. There was
no luncheon in a London hotel to inaugurate the Revival. There
was no great meeting in the Albert Hall to draw attention to it.
There were no huge choirs drawn from all the Churches to lead
the singing, and there were no soloists to accompany the preachers
who went about from place to place. You cannot organize a
revival. You cannot arrange for conversions. God alone can
quicken dead sinners, and He does this work when and where
He will.
This does not mean that His people are to fold their arms and
be indifferent to the perishing multitudes at home and abroad.
The Divine order to the Church of God is to preach the Gospel to
every creature. Its members are always to abound in the work
of the Lord. They are to pray that the word of the Lord may have
free course and be glorified. They are to be clothed with zeal.
Their hearts' desire and prayer to God for others is that they may
be saved. But there seem to be times in the history of the Church
when God in His sovereignty displays His quickening power in
an extraordinary degree, and grants great and remarkable blessing
on the labours of His people, and there are times when, in the
exercise of the same sovereignty, He withholds His blessing in
a large degree. We are never free from the duty of preaching His
Gospel, but the results of our labours must always rest with Him.
It is He "that giveth the increase." His preached word accomplishes that which He pleases, not that which U;e please. At the
same time it may be remarked that when there is a decay in
preaching the pure Gospel of God's grace, there is also a corresponding decay in blessing. On the other hand, when there is
a revival in the preaching of the pure truth of the Gospel, there
is likely to be some blessing, though in greater or less degree.
(3) Thirdly, it was a revival marked by a return to the preaching
of the apostolic Gospel.
The men whom God raised up in the eighteenth century differed
in many respects. Some began their ministry with clear views
of the doctrines of grace. This was true of Whitefield, R0maine,
and Toplady. Others, such as Grimshaw of Haworth, Daniel
Rowlands of Wales, and Berridge of Everton, began their ministry
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utterly ignorant of Gospel truth. All the leading men, however,
who were used of God in the great Revival, believed in the following
doctrines :The plenary inspiration of the whole Bible.
The total corruption of human nature.
Salvation through the atoning and substitutionary work of
Christ finished upon the cross.
The doctrine of justification by faith.
The necessity of the new birth and of conversion.
The reality of hell, as well as of heaven.
The doctrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ was held
and taught by most of these men.
A letter of Whitefield to Wesley dated Sept. 25th, 1740, shows
that Whitefield believed in the doctrines of indwelling sin, final
perseverance, election, particular redemption, God's sovereignty,
imputed righteousness, and God's everlasting love for His people.
This letter is reprinted in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for November, 1935.
Toplady's hymns, such as "Rock of Ages," "From whence
this fear and unbelief ~ " and" A debtor to mercy alone," indicate
the doctrines of the leading men in the Revival.
The epitaph which John Berridge himself wrote for his tombstone,
with the exception of the date of his death, affords another indication of the doctrines held and taught during the Revival.
BERRIDGE'S EPITAPH.
Here lie
The eartWy remains of
JOHN BERRIDGE,
Late Vicar of Everton,
And an itinerant servant of Jesus Christ,
Who loved His Master and His Work,
And after running on His errands many years.
Was called up to wait on Him above.
Reader,
Art thou born again ?
No salvation without a new birth!
I was born in sin, February, 1716.
Remained ignorant of my fallen state till 1730.
Lived proudly on faith and works for salvation till 1754.
Was admitted to Everton Vicarage, 1751.
Fled to Jesus alone for refuge, 1756.
Fell asleep in Christ, Jan. 22, 1793.
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Lady Huntingdon was a great friend and helper of the leading
men of the Evangelical Revival. The Duchess of Buckingham
occasionally attended the preaching of Whitefield. A letter which
she sent to Lady Huntingdon indicates how the levelling doctrine
that all without exception are guilty before God was taught by
the preachers. Although she accepted Lady Huntingdon's invitation to accompany her to hear her favourite preacher, she wrote
of the preachers in general, "Their doctrines are most repulsive,
and strongly tinctured with impertinence and disrespect towards
their superiors, in perpetually endeavouring to level all ranks and
do away with all distinctions. It is monstrous to be told that
you have a heart as sinful as the common wretches that crawl on
the earth. This is highly offensive and insulting; and I cannot
but wonder that your ladyship should relish any sentiments so
much at variance with high rank and good breeding" (Lite and
Times ot the Countess ot Huntingdon, Vol. I, p. 27).
Lady Huntingdon herself, in a conversation in company with
the Bishop of Gloucester, said, " Everything depends on the right
interpretation of the term Gospel. In my humble opinion it
signifies good news--glad tidings ot great joy-a gracious declaration
ot ·mercy to the guilty and the ruined-salvation trom the wrath to
come-salvation trom the guilt and power of sin, through the meritorious
righteousness and blood-shedding of the Lord ot lite and glory"
(Vol. Il, p. 134).
This in brief was the Gospel which was preached by the men
whom God called and raised up in the eighteenth century. The
record of the Evangelical Revival given by the late Bishop Ryle
and others shows that grea~ and far-reaching blessing attended
the preaching of the old truths. Multitudes were called by Divine
grace, and some of the effects of the Revival continue unto this day.
The men whom God in/ His mercy raised up were for the most
part clear and full in their enunciation of the old truths. They
were evidently full of the Holy Ghost, and burning with zeal
that they might be the instruments of turning many from darkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. The Gospel
which they preached was the same Gospel as was preached by the
apostles, which was brought to light at the Reformation, which
was expounded and unfolded in the writings of the puritans.
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This is the Gospel which is needed to-day. We need to pray for
a revival of pure Gospel preaching, a revival of the full and gracious
declaration of the Gospel of the grace of God.
We have no Divine promise of a great revival at any particular
time. We cannot organize conversions, but we know that Christ
shall see of the travail of His soul, and that all that the Father
gave to Him shall certainly come to Him, sooner or later.
May we then be stimulated by the records of the great Revival
in the eighteenth century to proclaim with fresh clearness, zeal,
and power the old truths of the eternal Gospel, in humble dependence on the power of the Holy Ghost, and in the full assurance
that our labour will not be in vain in the Lord.
THE EDITOR.

JAPAN AND THE WORKS OF THE PURITANS.
" I MIGHT just say here a thing that will interest you, because it may
mean, as I think it does, that God is working elsewhere than in
England. A minister from Scotland, a friend of mine, was recently
preaching in London, and kindly came down to see me. I was asking
him about a book I wanted to get, written by a Scotch minister,
and he said, , I will try to get it for you; but it is very difficult now,
for Japan is buying up all the Puritan works it can lay hands on. A
bookseller, a second-hand dealer in Edinburgh, a place I know well,
had in his cellar a large stock of second-hand books.' This minister
said to me, 'Those shelves are bare now, Japan has bought all the
books up and more, and Japan has placed a sum of money in a bank
to ensure the payment of every book of this nature that it can buy.'
God may be-one would hope He is-taking the blessed Gospel of
Jesus Christ to that nation. Who knows what His great purpose is
in moving in that way ~ Christ may be drawing men there to Himself,
as He may be even in this service drawing some of us to His blessed
cross. Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord. Happy is the
sinner who cannot keep away from Jesus Christ. Happy is that
soul who takes his burdens and his troubles, his weakness and his
ignorance and all hindrances to that great Person, that wonderful
death of His. What I have just related may move some of you to
think about that nation, and even to ask God to send His blessed
Gospel to distant parts of the world."-J. K. Popham.

" SURE that must be a weak evidence for heaven, which accompanies
so great a part of the world to hell."-John Flavel.
11
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WELLSPRINGS.
IN MEMORIAM.-THE LATE MISS MARY ATKINSON.
"DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" The Rev. H. lIill is most kindly sending you, I believe, an account
of the last days of our beloved friend, Miss Atkinson, who was one of
his devoted and grateful bearers. But I cannot refrain from adding
my testimony to her sacred life and memory. To know her, was to
love her. She was both by nature and grace a beautiful character, and
of attractive personality and influence. Her cultured and refined mind
was able to follow with deep interest the things of the day; and how
zealously she watched the inroads of Ritualism and Romanism, and
the brave stand our Protestant Societies took in tbeir faithful witness!
How keenly she followed the Prayer-book controversy of 1927, and
would know the result in Parliament on the wireless brought to her
room at midnight! How she rejoiced and blessed God for His goodness in that deliverance!
" Miss Atkinson had travelled somewhat, but wheresoever she went
it was her chief desire to witness for Christ, and to sbow strangers in
Whom she believed and Whom she desired to serve. She would love to
refer to a very unexpected meeting with one of kindred spirit in Spain.
It was in a room where the travellers were being shown the awful and
cruel weapons of torture used at the time of the Inquisition, and when
two of the visitors discovered they both knew' R ' one can judge with
what vivacious delight she told the story of that unexpected meeting
on her return home! Several times we met in Tunbridge Wells,
when it was my sacred privilege to be the guest of the beloved widow
of the Rev. D. Lindsay-Johnson, and Miss Atkinson, happening to be
visiting friends at the same time, gave us all the sweet opportunity of
fellowship and communion together in Divine things. I can picture
our dear friendos over-flowing delight, with so much to say and so little
time to impart it! She would become quite excited in the joy of
fellowship! She would often refer to our first meeting, which was at
one of the sacred Clifton Conferences, and how she joined a ' select'
company in this home, where around a large tea table the saints of God
conversed on holy ground. She would gratefully refer to her first
meeting you here in company with dear Mrs. Houghton, and in later
years she told me how greatly impressed she was with the godly converse and influence of your beloved wife. A few years later, I believe,
she called upon you when visiting her brother in Cambridge.
" She was a close and ardent reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
would smilingly lay claim to being its' oldest subscriber,' since her
dear mother before her had been a reader of it for sixty years!
" Her letters were a privilege to receive-so characteristic of herselfwith the bold and clear handwriting, always on the things of God, and
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so beautifully and intelligently expressed. Thus, in December, 1932,
she wrote: 'It was a joy to see your handwriting, a link that though
absent from one another, we do not fOT 6et. Your monthly" Wellsprings" keeps me in touch . . . and lifts us above the mundane
things of the world. First, I must thank you for the sweet Calendar,
" The Bow in the Cloud," a constant reminder of the" Everlasting
Covenant ordered in all things and sure."
" , How we need it in these solemn days, with events happening
80 quickly one after another!
The Word of God being so rapidly
fulfilled, and speaking loudly that the Coming of the Lord draweth
nigh. Look at our statesmen and politicians knowing not what to do ;
and men's hearts failing them for fear! How the cry of our hearts
is that they would turn to the Lord' and lay the matter before Him,
as Hezekiah did. I was reading Jeremiah xxiii. this morning. What
a picture of the present day, the false prophets, priests, and shepherds,
but as I have just read in your little Calender, " Storm-clouds must
scatter and God remains True!" His bow is still in the cloud; and" as
these things begin to come to pass" it is for us to lift up our heads and
rejoice. . . .
" , The Lord has been very gracious to me, and this beautiful weather
suits me exactly. I am able to be out every morning, and go and see
my invalid friends. My eye-sight and hearing are as good as ever, so
my mercies are manifold, and Psalm ciii. my daily song. I have my
times of depression, but then these verses have been a great help.
"It is God's will that I should cast

My care on Him each day,
He also bids me not to cast
My confidence away.
My soul. what folly then is thine
When taken una wares,
To cast away your confidence
And carry all your cares! '"
" , I have not touched upon the Oxford Group Movement: one of
Satan's masterpieces! A bloodl~ss redemption!'
" Again, in February, 1933, she writes: 'I am reading with great
profit and pleasure, Bunyan's " Grace Abounding." The Lord led him
into deep waters, but, oh! how it fitted him to write that immortal
book, "Pilgrim's Progress," and enabled him to minister to sin-sick
souls. There is a famine in our land for the lack of the Gospel being
fully preached-every means used but the right one! You will see by
enclosed that we greatly anticipate having Mr. Houghton with us next
Thursday. It is about five or six years since he came for a similar
occasion. I do so hope I shall be able to be present. I have been free
from cold and cough so far-" His lovingkindness, oh, how great! "
And my heart's desire is to praise the Lord with joyful lips. Our
anniversary services are "a feast offatthings," and we do need in these
days to be strengthened in the Lord, and bless Him in all His wondrous
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works and ways, and, above all, for" His inestimable love in the redemption of the world through our Lord Jesus Christ." May God's choicest
blessings be yours.'
" Another letter in November, 1933, finds our dear friend extolling
the goodness and glories of her King and Saviour. 'My impulse was
to answer your dear letter at once. You know the joy it gives me to
see one from you; they are precious, and the contents help me greatly.
So does the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and sometimes just as though it was
writing expressly to me. My desire is for more assurance, faith, and
trust. I have proved over and over again what a Covenant God we
have, that I ought never to doubt again. His mercies are "new every
morning," and my heart often overflows with praise and thanksgiving,
for my coming to this home is entirely of the Lord; His doing from
first to last and brought about in His wonderful way. It is a quiet,
happy home, and I am well looked after. But I feel, as you say, "The
exceeding riches of His grace and mercy and the poverty of our best."
" , I am often overwhelmed at the magnitude of God's mercy and
love to such a sinner as I; for sin is mixed with all I do, and that the
Lord should have looked upon me and bid me live, will be a theme
of praise through all eternity.
" 'Mr. Hazleton's address in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for October
was the subject at the Clifton Conference. That was the time I went
to Bristol, and had the joy and privilege of first meeting with you.
(All of the Lord), and a friendship which has ripened as the years pass.
Oh! how gracious He is to His lonely ones. From your letters I
know it is mutual, though I often wonder why on your part. I feel
such a babe in Christ; it is line upon line, here a little and there a little,
but I can say I have " passed from death unto life because I love the
brethren."
" , It has indeed been a long waiting and trial of faith at St. Maryle-Port. I do pray that Mr. Sykes will be able to build up the Church,
and by his faithful ministry draw the flock together again.'
" On February 14th, 1934, our dear friend writes: 'I was longing
for a talk. The Lord knew, and so your dear letter was the answer.
When I read " Wellsprings" the words came home with power to my
own heart, and proved the stimulus I needed, for I was feeling depressed,
and it did me good to be reminded that" e have to deal with the "God
of the impossible," and they were spirit-breathed words which came
from your heart, and may they prove a bles~ing to many readers of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Yes, I read with joy that after your long wait
the Lord had opened the door, and once again the sound of the Gospel
will be heard and faithfully preached in St. Mary-Ie-Port Church and
.' the children" be fed. How daily we prove " My thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are My ways your ways, saith the Lord." Our
St. Luke's Anniversary is over. We had a blessed time. From the
Messenger you would see that the Rev. H. Thompson from Bexhill was
the preacher. He spoke from Revelation i. 5, The Living Christ;
iii. 23, The Loving Christ.
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" , The Looking Christ (Jeremiah xvii. 10). In the first two points
he seemed inspired, and carried us into Heaven to see our Saviour ever
interceding for us, and made one feel mundane things could never
have any hold on us again, nor doubts nor fears distress us. Alas!
how soon one has to come down from the Mount to the Valley! Still,
the joy does not altogether pass away. The last thought was the
Locking Christ (Rev. iii. 7): "He openeth and no man shutteth," etc.,
and my thoughts went much to St. Mary-Ie-Port, and how the way
there had been blocked and now opened. We are so favoured here.
As far as the Clergy go our dear Mr. Hill stands alone; he is fearless,
and it is the only Church where a simple service and the Gospel of the
grace of God is preached.'
" In what I little expected was to be the last letter written to me
by my beloved friend (dated December 26th, 1935), she commences
with: 'I thank my God upon every remembrance of you. You little
know the comfort your writings have been to me these last few months.
These sad and solemn times in which we live, and all that is happening
around have affected me very much; the state of our own country,
the futility of man-made Leagues of Nations, then on the ContinentItaly, Germany and Russia! And then the message in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for this month brings just what I needed, and I see how the
Lord permitted the writer to have a season of depression, so that out
of the fulness of the h~art and Spirit-led, help was to be given to the
weakly ones of the flock, and to be reminded that " the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." He sitteth on His Throne, judging right. And He
is our Refuge, Strength and Help in times of trouble. I also have to
thank you for your dear letter and for all the comfort it contained.
My limitations are greater, I have to go slowly-aches and pains come
which one did not expect. I am in the hands of the doctor, but my
mercies and blessings are very great-I marvel at the Lord's gracious
dealings to "a brand plucked from the burning" and to know that
"I am His and He is mine." Remember me very kindly to Mrs. J--.
May God's richest blessing surround you during the coming year.
Yours lovingly, M. J. Atkinson.' "
" On Feb. 11th tidings reached me that our dear friend was realizing
the failing of her powers. She' had asked her beloved and revered
Incumbent to write me. And Mr. Hill's kind letter told how' our
dear friend, Miss Atkinson, says she feels her earthly tabernacle is now
being evidently surely taken down, and that now she is unable to do
more than quietly sit in her chair and meditate. Writing is beyond
her powers, and she feels her last letters have been written to you and
other friends. At the same time she wants me to tell you that you
often come into her thoughts, and that she finds great joy in being
able to breathe your name before the Throne of grace. Her own
spirit is calm and restful, and she thanks our gracious Heavenly
Father that He has in abundant measure fulfilled to her His promise
to " keep in perfect peace those whose minds are stayed on Him " ,
" A second letter followed on Feb. 15th from the Rev. H. Hill:
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, Just to tell you our dear friend, Miss Atkinson, passed into the Presence
of her Lord this afternoon soon after 3 o'clock. The end came with
rather unexpected suddenness, it would seem. The nurse had been
attending to her, and she had thanked her for the little service, and
then very soon after she gave just two sighs, and the spirit had left
the earthly tabernacle for the glad freedom of the Saviour's presence.'
" And thus the gentle life of dear Miss Mary Atkinson ended as gently
as it had been lived, and the All-compassionate Saviour and Lord
gathered His weary child gently to His Bosom. 'She sleeps in Jesus
and is blest.' And the Infallible WORD which was the life-long joy
and companion of our beloved friend, gives us the sacred authority
to write of her as one among the redeemed, ' Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they rest from their
labours and their works do follow them.'
" I trust I have not intruded too much upon your space, but we
owe these tributes of affection when our beloved friends are translated
to the Church Triumphant, to the few of us who wait our call a little
longer, and are thus encouraged likewise to be 'steadfast, UDmoveable'
and looking for that Blessed Hope which those gone before now realize.
" Believe me,
'
" Dear Mr. Houghton,
" Yours in the Gospel,
RUTH COWELL."

(We would briefly add that on the few occasions when we were
privileged to meet dear Miss Atkinson we were deeply impressed with
her genuine and high Christian character, and felt that she was indeed
one of God's dear children.-EDIToR.)
March 5th, 1936.

"LET NOT "-" FRET NOT."
WHEN the Psalmist's sevenfold "let not"
(Psalms xxxv. and xxxvi.)
Reached the God of Israel's ears,
Then Jehovah's threefold" fret not"
(Psalm xxxvii.}
Silenced all His servant's fears.
So, distressed believer, "let not"
Courage in the conflict cease:
Soon thy Father's loving" fret not"
Shall restore thy perfect peace.

Wimbledon Park,
23rd November, 1935.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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aniJ Notes of ,Sermons.

THE REV. W. ROMAINE'S PREFACE TO TWO SERMONS ON
"THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS."
(PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, MARCH 20TH, 1757 ;
IN THE MORNING AT ST. MARY'S, AND IN THE AFTERNOON AT
ST. PETER'S.)
"To THE REV. DR. RANDOLPH,
" VICE-CHANCELLOR
" OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, AND
" PRESIDENT OF CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE.
WHEN I delivered these discourses I had no design to make them
public; but I have been since compelled to it. I understand they
gave great offence, especially to you, and I was in consequence
thereof refused the University pulpit. In justice, not to myself, for
I desire to be out of the question, but to the great doctrine here
treated of, namely, the righteousness of the Lord Jesus, as the only
ground of our acceptance and justification before God the Father,
I have sent to the press what was delivered from the pulpit. I leave
the friends of our Church to judge whether there be any thing herein
advanced contrary to Scripture, and to the doctrines of the Reformation. If not, I am safe. If there be, you are bound to make it
appear. You have a good pen, and you have great leisure. Make
use of them; and I hope and pray you may use them for your good
and mine.
I am, with my constant and hearty prayers for the University's
prosperity,
Mr. Vice-Chancellor,
Your humble Servant in Christ,
WILLIAM ROMAINE.
The late Bishop J. C. Ryle says of Mr. Romaine, " At this period
of his life he was several times called upon to preach before the
University of Oxford. This, however, came to an end after he had
preached two sermons entitled 'The Lord our Righteousness,' on
March 20th, 1757. These sermons gave great offence, and he was
never allowed to enter the University pulpit again after delivering
them. They ... furnish a melancholy proof of the spiritual darkness
in which Oxford was sunk a hundred years ago! The governing
body of a University which could exclude a man from its pulpit for
preaching such doctrine as these sermons contain, must indeed have
been in a miserably benighted state of mind."-(The Christian Leaders
of the Eighteenth Century, pp. 161-162.)
The first of the above sermons is printed in this issue of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and the second will (D.V.) be printed in the May issue.(Editor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
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THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
SERMON I.
A SERMON PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, AT
ST. MARY'S, OXFORD, BY THE REV. W. ROMAINE, M.A., IN THE
MORNING OF MARCH 20TH, 1757.
" Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness,. let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation,
and let righteousness spring up together. I the Lord have created
it."-IsAIAH xlv. 8.
WHILE man is in the body he must receive his instruction from the
bodily senses. He cannot of himself form an idea of any thing
spiritual, but as it is compared to, and illustrated by, some material
object. And this method of instruction God has followed in the
Scripture, both in the language, and in the composition. The language
is entirely suited to man in his present state, every Hebrew word
signifying first some material object, and thereby conveying the idea
of some correspondent spiritual object. And the Scripture-composition abounds with images and illustrations of Divine things taken
from nature. The evangelical prophet is a remarkable instance of
this kind of writing. He represents the various parts of the kingdom
of grace under their expressive and faIniliar pictures in nature. He
sets spiritual things as it were before our eyes, under the images which
God had established in His created works, in order to bring them
down to our understandings. And every illustration of this kind,
being God's Own application of natural things, must be considered
as infallible truth. The spiritual application is as certain as the outward fact from which it is taken. God would not use the book of
nature to illustrate the book of grace, unless the illustration was just
and instructive: for it is not consistent with His perfections to propose
to His creatures for truth, what would deceive, or to reveal, what did
not tend to edify them.
In this light, let us consider the beautiful image in the text. God
is here recommending to us the fundamental doctrine of the Gospel.
He proposes it in clear and plajn terms; and to convince our understandings, and to win our affections, He sets it before our eyes under
a very affecting picture. He represents the doctrine under onc of
the most common and faIniliar occurrences in nature. Thither He
sends us for instruction in righteousness-and may the Spirit of the
Lord enable everyone of you to apply the instruction for the good
of your souls, while I am
First, Opening the true sense and meaning of the words. And then,
Secondly, Making some practical remarks upon them.
And first, The words are a Scripture-image and application of a
well-known fact in nature. The earth is supposed to be deprived of
the rain of heaven. It has no refreshing showers, no enlivening dew
to saturate the thirsty soil; and for want of their fruitful influence
the earth is entirely barren. It produces nothing either for use or
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ornament. While it was lying in this state, God gave the word,
and the clouds descended, and the earth opened to receive the fruitful
drops of rain, which they poured down, and by their prolific virtue
such effects followed, as the Psalmist has beautifully described in
these words, "He watereth the hills from above, whereby the earth
is filled with the fruit of Thy works. He causeth the grass to grow
for the cattle, and herb for the service of man, that He may bring forth
food out of the earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of man,
and oil to make his face to shine, and bread which strengtheneth
man's heart. The high trees are satisfied, even the cedars of Libanus,
which He hath planted." These are the certain consequences of
warm and gentle showers. When they are animated with the light
of the sun in the spring season of the year, they never fail to bring
forth rich products of the earth, from the lowest herb to the highest
cedar on Libanus. Under this plain and familiar image God intends
to teach us the most important truth of Christianity. Because it is
the most necessary to be believed, He has therefore made it the most
easy to be understood. The principal point of view in which He
would have us to consider the image in the text is this: The earth
without rain lies barren and desolate, the rain descends from heaven,
and is dropped down from the clouds, and when it comes in plentiful
showers, and there is clear shining after it, then it always produces
fruitfulness. Hither the Holy Spirit sends us for instruction in righteousness-Righteousness is to the soul what the rain and dew are to
the thirsty ground. The heavens were to drop this righteousness
from above, and the skies were to pour it down, while man's heart
being opened thankfully receives the heavenly gift. He has no hand,
no merit in procuring the gift, but has only to accept it, as the dry
parched ground does the enlivening drops of rain, which change its
withered barren face into pleasing verdure and rich fruitfulness. In
order to understand clearly what the all-wise Spirit would teach us
under this sweet image, we should have a perfect idea of the word
righteousness, upon which the whole stress of the passage turns. In
the Old Testament it is a mercantile term, taken from the method
of trading in the early ages of the world, when business was carried
on, and money paid and received by weight. The fair trader kept
an even balance in paying and receiving, therefore he was a just or
righteous man. And hence justice, which is the emblem of this fair
trading, is always painted with an even balance in her hand. When
the Scripture speaks of human affairs, this is always the sense of the
word righteousness; for thus it is used in Leviticus xix. 36, "Just
balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin shall ye have."
The same word is here four times rendered just, which in the text is
rendered righteousness. And in like manner in Deuteronomy xxv.
14, 15 the command runs, " Thou shalt not have in thine house diverse
measures, a great and a small, but thou shalt have a perfect and just
weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou have." So again
Ezekiel xlv. 9, 10, " Take away your exactions from my people, saith
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the Lord God. Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and
a just bath." In these passages, not to mention any more, the same
word which is translated righteousness in the text, is undoubtedly
applied to the evenness of the balance, and to strict justice in weights
and measures. When the Scripture speaks of dealings between man
and man, this is the established sense of the word; and if we spiritualize this sense we shall understand the usage of the word in religious
affairs. All that we are, and all that we hope for is God's free gift,
and therefore as the Lord and giver of all He has an unalienable right
to our continual service. And He demanded it. He gave us an holy,
just, and good law, to which He required the perfect uninterrupted
obedience of every faculty of soul and body. If man had paid it
him in thought, word, and deed, then he would have been just-he
would have dealt uprightly with God, and the Divine law and justice
would have had no demands upon him. But if we pay it not, then
we are unjust; and the law for the first offence pronounces its curses
upon us: for it is written, " Cursed is everyone who continueth not
in all things, that are written in the book of the law." If we continue not in all things, if we fail but in one point, then we rob God
of His due. We become His debtors, and law and justice may seize
upon us, and cast us into prison, until the uttermost farthing be paid;
which it is impossible we should ever pay, because the obedience of
millions of years could make no satisfaction for one single transgression
against the infinitely perfect law of God. One transgression having
infinite demerit in it, would weigh down the scale infinitely, and
therefore eternally; unless some infinitely perfect obedience, which
no finite creature can pay, be put into the opposite scale.
Upon this state of the case it appears that righteousnes signifies
the most strict and unerring justice in our dealings with God. The
law of God, which is His revealed will, and the rule of our obedience,
is holy as God is holy, yea, perfectly, infinitely holy. It cannot
behold the least iniquity, any more than God can behold it, and
therefore it cuts the sinner off from all right and title to legal righteousness for the very first offence, puts him under the curse, and
subjects him to all its pains and penalties: and upon whom the law
pronounces its curses, God the righteous Judge will pour down the
vials of His wrath. Upon the unrighteous He will rain snares, fire,
and brimstone, storm, and tempest, this shall be their portion to
drink for ever and ever.
Are you then, my brethren, in the number of the righteous, or of
the unrighteous 1 Is it not of infinite consequence to know what
stat-e you are in 1 For certainly if it should appear that you are
unrighteous, you would not act so contrary to your own interest, as
to choose to be subject to the curses of God's holy law, and to suffer
the threatened punishment, if there be a way left to escape. Do you
see then, how necessary it is we should inquire, whether we have
acted righteously with God or not. To the infallible Word, therefore,
and to the testimony, let us repair. The oracles of truth inform us,
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that after God had finished His six days' work, He looked down from
heaven, and behold, all things were good. There was no disorder in
the natural world, and no evil in the spiritual world. But He is soon
after represented looking down from heaven upon the children of men,
and behold all things were evil. "And God saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually" (Gen. vi. 5). Whence
was the origin of this universal evil ~ Mankind had gone out of the
way of righteousness, they had broken the law, and had made themselves altogether corrupt, and were become abominable, there was
none of them righteous, no, not one. What! Not one righteous
man left upon earth ~ No. God declares by the mouth of His holy
prophet, that there was not one. They had all sinned, and come
short of the glory of God. They were by nature children of His
wrath, through one man's disobedience; and they were ten times
more the children of wrath by actual guilt, and being sinners against
God's law, both by nature and by life, He hath shut them all up
under sin, in a state of condemnation, reserving them to the judgment
of the great day.
This is our condition, we are all unrighteous: and we are without
strength to attain any righteousness of our own: because we are
poor broken debtors, who have nothing to pay. One offence attaints
our blood, and renders us incapable of doing any act, that will be
deemed good and valid in the court of heaven, for this irreversible
decree stands against us in the Divine records, "The unrighteous
shall not inherit the kingdom of God."
From hence arises a question, the most important and interesting
that can engage a sinner's attention, upon which every person concerned about his eternal welfare would reason in this manner, "I
acknowledge the law of God to be holy and good, but I have broken
it, and have robbed God of His glory, and the law of its honour.
I am unrighteous. As such, heaven is shut against me, and will be
shut for ever, unless I can be made righteous. But how or by
what means can this be done ~ God's law is immutable. His truth
that threatened to punish transgression is inflexible. His justice is
infinite, and must have satisfaction for the broken law-yea, full and
perfect satisfaction, suitable to the infinite purity and holiness of the
Divine nature. But alas! what satisfaction can I make it ~ Nay,
what satisfaction could all the holy angels and the highest order of
beings, if they would lay down their lives for me, make to that justice,
which is infinite, and to which I am an infinite debtor. Nothing can
save me, but some Divine and infinite righteousness wrought out for
me, and in my stead, and God alone can work out such a righteousness; but how can I hope that He will, since He is the very person
Whom I have offended by my sin ~ "
In this manner, every person concerned about eternity would reason.
When he is convinced of his own unrighteousness, he will look out
for some means to be made righteous, and he will soon find that there
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are no human means. Righteousness grows not upon this earth.
It fled to heaven, when all the world was brought in guilty before
God. And it cannot return to earth, until all the offended attributes
of God be satisfied. But what created being can make a satisfaction
equal to the offence ~ All hope, humanly speaking, is cut off: for
no finite creature can do an infinite action. Oh! what glad tidings
then does the prophet here bring to a guilty world. He sees the
heavens from above dropping down righteousness, and the earth
opening and receiving it. The blessing is so unmerited, so inestimable,
that one would be tempted to ask, How God could be so gracious ~ How
can He exercise such mercy consistent with His other perfections ~
How can He suffer the guilty to be accounted righteous, until the
demands of law and justice be fully satisfied ~ But where is the
satisfaction equal to their infinite demands ~ and until such a satisfaction be made, how can His all-pure holiness look upon the impure
sinner, or How can his inflexible truth, which threatened punishment,
remit it ~ Glory be to His free grace, which hath found out a righteousness for us, against which law and justice cannot make the least
exception, and which hath preserved the glory of all His attributes
inviolate, and that is the righteousness of the God-man Christ Jesus.
We are taught by the Christian verity that in the Divine essence
there are three persons of equal glory and majesty: none is before
or after other, none is greater or less than another. Between these
Divine Persons the Covenant of grace was ordered in all things and
sure. The God-man undertakes in our nature to pay perfect satisfaction to His Father's justice. Accordingly He paid the law an
infinitely perfect obedience. And He thereby magnified it, and made
it more honourable than the obedience of all created beings could
·have done. Then He suffered what was due to our breach of the
law, and paid the death which we deserved. And justice demonstrated that it had no more demands upon Him when it released
Him from the prison of the grave. And by this obedience and these
sufferings He wrought out an infinitely perfect righteousness, which,
being imputed to the unrighteous, and laid hold of by the hand of
faith, renders them perfectly righteous at the bar of justice.
This is the righteousness of God to which every sinner must submit,
if he be ever discharged from condemnation. He must receive it
from God as His free gift-without the least merit or deserving. And
he must trust wholly to it, never presuming to add anything of his
own to it, as a condition of justification. These are hard lessons to
the pride of our corrupt hearts. Indeed it is the hardest lesson of
grace to humble us so far, that we can give up the merit of all our
fancied good works, and take the righteousness of God as a free gift.
As if God's righteousness was not perfect enough, we are always
thinking to add something of our own to it. Our fallen nature is ever
tempting us to this absurdity, and the Holy Spirit has not offered
us a more forcible argument throughout the Scripture than the striking
image in the text. Our guilty BOuls are compared to the dry withered
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ground, which has been long deprived of the fruitful rain and dew
of heaven. When they were lying parched and burnt up with
drought, it pleased God to command the heavens to distil the refreshing
drops of dew, and the clouds to pour down their genial and enlivening
showers, which the earth opening its mouth thankfully received.
Now the righteousness of Christ is bestowed, as these sweet influences
of heaven are, freely-the earth has no hand, no merit in bringing
down the dew or the rain, nor have we any in bringing down the
righteousness of Christ. And the fruits, which the rain and dew
enable the earth to bring forth, are produced by their prolific virtue,
animated with the genial warmth of the sun: for the earth is entirely
passive and inactive, and only acts as it is acted upon. In like
manner every good gift and grace is from above; they are the fruits
of righteousness, which could never have grown in our barren hearts,
unless Christ had sent His Spirit from on high to plant and to water
them with the continual dew of His blessing. When He withholds
His influence, they immediately wither and die. When He rains and
shines upon them, then they flourish. This is the beautiful illustration
in the text. Let the heavens drop down the righteousness of Christ
from above, like the dew, and let the skies pour it down, like fruitful
showers upon a thirsty ground-" Let the earth open, let man open
his heart, and then they shall bring forth salvation"; they, i.e., the
righteousness which is from above, poured down upon and received
into man's heart, shall therein take root, and shall enable it to bring
forth fruit abundantly, even present and eternal salvation. Salvation
is not of man, it belongeth unto the Lord. It is one of the infinitely
perfect works of God: for there is no Saviour besides Him-none
that can deliver man from the enemies of his peace, but the same
Almighty Being Who created the heavens and the earth, and Who
still supports them by the word of His power. And when He, by
Whom all things were made for us men and for our salvation, came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the
Virgin Mary, and was made man, then His name was called Jesus,
because He was to save His people from their sins. Salvation on His
part was finished, when having _fully satisfied the demands of law
and justice by His obedience and sufferings, and thereby wrought
out an all-perfect righteousness for us, He ascended with great glory
to His kingdom in heaven. But He did not leave us comfortless.
The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, has now the conducting of the work
of salvation. And when He humbles the sinner under a sense of his
unrighteousness by nature and life, and enables him to wait at the
throne of grace for a free pardon, when God the Father accepts him
through the merits of His Son, and justifies him, then it is the office
of the Holy Spirit to bear His testimony with the sinner's spirit that
he is a child of God. With the act ot justi:S.~.ation thus evidenced
and applied he receives justifying faith, and is brought into a state
of salvation; for the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord. There
is no salvation without righteousness, and it is of the Lord's free
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grace that he is received as righteous, through the righteousness of·
Christ imputed to him by faith. Christ's righteousness can be made
ours only by imputation. As our sins were actually imputed to Him,
so His righteousness is actually imputed to us. The Lord laid upon
Him the iniquity of us all, and therefore He was wounded for our
transgressions, and was bruised for our iniquities. As He thus took
our sins upon Himself, so we by faith take His righteousness upon
us, and by it are saved.
And when the heavens have dropt down righteousness, and the
barren heart of sinful man has opened and received it, and with it
salvation, then together with salvation, the prophet says, " righteousness shall spring up together." Until righteousness and salvation be
in the soul, nothing good springs up: it produces no good works,
any more than the earth brings forth fruit without the rain and dew
of heaven, but when righteousness comes from above it manifests
itself by its effects, as rain does. It does not remain in the man,
as an inactive barren principle, but it is mighty in operation to enable
him to bring forth fruit. As soon as it is poured down from on high
and received into the heart, it takes root and springs up with every
fair blossom, and produces all the ripe fruits of holiness. He that
before was dead to God, and to the things of God, having received
justification to life, hereby glorifies his heavenly Father, that he
bears much fruit. Righteousness changes him, as much as rain does
the dry barren ground. As it makes the wilderness and the solitary
place to rejoice, and to blossom like the rose, to blossom abundantly,
and to rejoice even with joy and singing, so does righteousness act
in the barren wilderness of the sinner's heart, bringing with it the
reviving streams of grace, and causing every sweet and holy temper
to spring up. The grace, which flows from righteousness, renews and
sanctifies the heart, makes it dead to sin, and alive unto God. This
grace enables us to put off the old man of sin with his corrupt deeds,
and to put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness. This new man is created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, and he produces them daily more in number, and of
a richer kind-watered with the fruitful dew of heaven, they are
continually springing up, and growing to the glory of God, and to the
good of men, and they are continually administering that comfort
to the justified soul, which the prophet has described in these sweet
expressions, " The work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect
of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever" (Isa. xxxii. 17).
If any man has peace with God it must arise from righteousness,
from being justified by faith, and if any man ha quietness and assurance for ever, it must be the effect of that righteousness which God
has created. It must not arise from going about to establish our own
righteousness, but from submitting ourselves to the righteousness of
God, of which He says in the last words of the text, "I the Lord
have created it." I Jehovah, Who created all things, have created
this righteousness for the unrighteous and the ungodly. It is a new
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creation. And to create is My incommunicable attribute. You may
as soon create a world out of nothing, as create that righteousness,
with which sinners must be clothed, if ever they stand before Me
without spot of sin unto salvation. No righteousness but what is
of My creation can present you unblameable and unreproveable in
My sight. This is the immutable decree of Jehovah. He that cannot
change in Himself, nor alter the thing that is gone out of His mouth,
has determined, that the righteousness by which we are accounted
just before Him, is not our own righteousness, but the righteousness
of God. It is a righteousness which comes from heaven, and does
not grow out of this earth. It is the free gift of God, and not attained
by the work of man. It is a righteousness of God's Own creation,
an infinitely perfect and unspotted righteousness. When a man is
able to create a planetary system, then he may create such a righteousness for himself. If the one would be the height of presumption and
blasphemy, so is the other. That man never saw the corruption and
plague of his own heart, who dreams of working out for himself a
righteousness, in which he may appear faultless at the bar of justice.
Sin and pride have so blinded his eyes, that he knows not himself.
He sees not how corrupt his nature nor how corrupt his life is, nor
yet how corrupt his very best duties are. He is also ignorant of the
perfect nature of God's law, which is as holy as God is holy, and which
will not receive sincere for uninterrupted obedience, but cuts off all
claim to legal righteousness for one single offence, even in thought;
and he is not acquainted with the Gospel method of salvation, which
discovers to us, how sinners, corrupt in nature and life, and under
condemnation, may be pardoned and justified by the righteousness
of the God-man Jesus Christ, imputed unto them by faith. If Scripture
authority could convince, and Scripture images could explain this
important doctrine, one might hope the text would leave no' doubt
in any serious mind.
I shall endeavour to remove the common difficulties concerning the
doctrine under my second general head, wherein I proposed to make
some practical remarks upon the words of the text: but the time
will not permit me to enlarge upon them at present. And therefore,
leaving them for the subject of another discourse, I would only observe
how beautifully the text illustrates these great truths of the Gospel.
First we read that the righteousness of Christ is an heavenly giftDrop down ye heavens from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. And then the sinner has only to receive it as a free gift,
he has no merit in bringing it down-Let the earth open and receive
the heavenly gift. And when this righteousness is received by faith,
then it brings the sinner into a state of salvation-and let them bring
forth salvation. And when he is placed in this state, then he will
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit in all goodness, and righteousness,
and truth-and let righteousness spring up together. I the Lord
have created it to justify the unrighteous, that being made free from
sin, and become servants to God, they might have their fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting life.
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THE ANSWER OF GOD.

How many thoughts, hopes, apprehensions, and fears have fomented
in mortal breasts from the first day until now, on the question of what
answer would come. Jeroboam, for instance, sat in the house wondering what word his wife (feigning herself to be someone else) would
bring back from Ahijah. But the answer came more swiftly than her
means of transit could deliver it. God Himself answered, and the
soul of the little prince had fled when his God-forsaking mother reached
the room in which he lay. Some good thing was in him and all
Israel mourned him. What a graciously vague (if such an expression
may be used) description of the state of the dear child's soul. I dare
say it has answered to the blessed Spirit's work in many a heart since.
There is some good thing there, some living love, the breath of God
Himself, that remains with its craving, ever unsatisfied. Jeroboam's
wife, however, received more answer than she looked for-dread
tidings from the God of Israel, and there could be no escape.
King Saul felt, when despair was about to seize him, that any
answer from God would be more bearable than the dreadful silence
which met his inquiries. He said to his ghostly visitant, "God is
departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets
nor by dreams." What a gulf was, even then, fixed between him and
David!
David had for many a long year known what it was to feel as if
his prayer was shut out. "How long wilt Thou forget me, for ever? "
But it was because God was with him, not because He was departed
from him, that David pursued with such complaints and momentary
confidences, the occasional, if not frequent spirit, of thankfulness
and hope. Rest and peace and happy anticipations that warmed his
soul were the Lord's own answer to his looks and petitions. It was
a very beautiful expression that Joseph used in what would at present
be called "his first public utterance." He said, "It is not in me,
God shall send Pharaoh an answer of peace." There was salvation
for Egypt, there was food for Israel. That was God's answer of
peace. Just as the Lord Jes~s said; it was with the message of
His Father that He came. He spake those words which were given
Him. His lips were full of grace and truth. And the answer of
peace which He brought from heaven to a perishing world was salvation, and Bread from heaven for those who came from a far country,
to find in Him exceeding abundantly above all that they asked or
thought.
The three Hebrew children were not careful to answer
Nebuchadnezzar about their refusal to fall down and worship the
golden image that he had set up. It was not their matter. There
was only one thing that they could do. No long speeches were called
for or explanations: all the burden and consequences of their singular
behaviour was to be cast upon Him Whose they were and Whom
they served. The answer would come from heaven, and it did so.
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Christ brought it down, and walked with them in the flame. He
answered them to the joy of their hearts and to the confusion of the
idols of Nebuchadnezzar that had been meted out to Dagon before
them.
The prophet Habakkuk at the opening of his message asked the
Lord, " How long shall I cry and Thou wilt not hear, even cry out of
violence, and Thou wilt not save?" So he felt, and his soul was
wrought with such conflicts as are part of the inheritance of God's
children. His spirit seems to have been rather quieter when he said,
at the beginning of chapter two, " I will stand upon my watch, and
set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what He will say unto
me, and what I will answer when I am reproved." And the Lord told
him to wait, the vision would certainly be unfolded at the right and
the appointed time. I was wondering if what he answered to God
when he was reproved were the words of the sweet hymn which
closes his prophecy. No chastening for the present could have been
other than grievous to Habakkuk, any more than it was to the apostle
or to us; but surely there was the peaceable fruit of righteousness
in the hands and lips of the servant of God when he could in truth
say that though all present possessions and future supply had been
denied him, yet God was his reward. In God Himself there was that
which stayed up his soul on the waste of waters. Perhaps Habakkuk
would have agreed with the Psalmist in the sixty-fifth Psalm. In
the fourth verse the blessed man had been caused to approach to
God, as the prophet was when he stood watching on his tower. What
would the Lord say? The fifth verse tells us, "By terrible things
in righteousness wilt Thou answer us, 0 God of our salvation." It
seems a strange combination, that the God of salvation should send
an answer of peace in the form of " terrible things in righteousness."
Habakkuk heard His speech and was afraid, and trembled in himself,
hoping that he might rest when the day of trouble consumed the
earth.
We are afraid, I think, to express our conflicts in such strong
language as the God of all comfort and consolation allows us. He
says that He purifies the sons o( Israel, and tries them as silver is
tried; sitting with Divine patience over the fire in which His treasure
is. But how strong was the confidence of the Psalmist in the midst
of these" terrible things." Not one of them could exhaust the everlasting strength which supported him. It was the God of his salvation
Who was answering his highest desires. Although iniquity prevailed
against him, he knew that God would purge away his transgression.
Although he was conscious all the time of short-coming and unbelief,
none of all the things that he ever thought, said, or did, would be
laid to his condemnation; for the Most High was His hope, even
while he seemed to be at the ends of the earth or afar off upon the
sea, solitary in the midst of the waves. The outgoing would be in
rejoicing, for God would visit the earth and water it, and greatly
enrich it with His own abundance. God was answering him as Job's
12
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friend said, to the joy of his heart. Joseph's brethren were being
answered with the promised peace from God, when they were bowing
down in fear before him. feeling found out and waiting to see what
he would say to them. If he had been less wise than he was, he
would not have kept them in suspense so long; he would not have
left them to be troubled at his presence and his ways; but at last
it all was revealed, and he said, " Come near to me, I pray you." He
kissed all his brethren and wept upon them, and after that his brethren
talked with him. God's answer of peace shed His light on all that
was past, made them happy for the present, and secured an abundant
future. That was the burden of the song which Habakkuk, living
by faith, wanted the chief singer to sing on his stringed instruments.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE STRANGE STORY OF A STANZA.

By THE LATE REV. CANON DYSON HAGUE.
ONE Sunday evening, when I was Rector of St. Paul's Church,
Halifax, "The Westminster Abbey of Canada," as the Governor of
Nova Scotia used to call it, I told towards the close of my sermon
the following story:Many years ago, Dr. Valpy, a well-known English scholar, wrote
a little verse of four lines as the longing of his heart and the confession of his faith. This was the simple stanza:"In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see;
My sins deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me."
Some time afterwards he gave this verse to his friend, Dr. Marsh,
a well-known Church of England clergyman and the father of Miss
Marsh, the author of the Life of Oaptain Hedley Vicars, and the verse
became a great blessing to him. Dr. Marsh gave the lines to his
friend, Lord Roden, who was. so impressed with them that he got
Dr. Marsh to write them out and fastened the paper over the mantelpiece in his study; and there, yellow with age, they hung for many
years, a memorial of the beloved hand that traced them.
Some time after this an old friend-General Taylor, one of the
heroes of Waterloo-eame to visit him at Tollymore Park. Lord
Roden noticed that the eyes of the old veteran were always fixed for
a few moments on the motto over the mantelpiece. Lord Roden
said, " Why, General, you will soon know the verse by heart." The
General replied with great emphasis of feeling, "I know it now by
heart," and the simple words were the means of bringing him to
know the way of salvation. Some two years afterwards the physician,
who had been with the old General while he lay a-dying, wrote to
IJord Roden to say that his friend had departed in peace, and that
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the last words wbich fell from the old General's lips were tbe words
which he had learned to love in his lifetime :"In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see;
My sins deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me."

Years afterwards, at the house of a neighbour, Lord Roden happened
to tell the story of tbe old General and these lines, and among those
who heard it was a young officer in the British Army who had recently
returned from the Crimea. He listened carelessly enough, and no
impression seemed to be made at the time. A few months later,
however, Lord Roden received a message from the officer that he
wanted to see him, as he was in a rapid decline. As the Earl entered
the sick-room the dying officer extended both his hands to welcome
him, repeating the lines:"In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see:
My sins deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me."

And then he added, " These simple words have been God's message
of peace and comfort to my heart in this illness, and they have been
brought to my memory by the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, after days
of darkness and distress."
As I said, I was telling this story in my sermon in old St. Paul's,
but as I began to tell it I noticed that an old gentleman, who was
sitting in a pew not far from the pulpit just in front of me, a representative of one of the oldest families in Nova Scotia, was being overcome with an extraordinary emotion. His whole frame seemed to
quiver with some unwonted excitement, and his eyes looked bright
with a strange light. I thought for the moment that it was a transient
attack of some physical affection. But as I went on telling the
story there was no doubt that it had in some way seized upon the
very soul of the listener and tou!Jhed his feelings with some strange
and indescribable suggestion. And when at last I came to the part
about the Crimean Officer I thought that the old gentleman would
have almost cried out in the Church, so deeply was he affected. The
story ended the sermon. After the singing of the hymn I went to
the vestry. I had scarcely got there when a knock was heard at
the door, and the old gentleman, with emotion still evident, came
and said, " Where did you get that story?" I told him I had read
it in the work of a modern author whose works are widely read. He
said, " I do not know whether you saw that I was very much touched
by it, but it almost overcame me." And then, with tears streaming
from his eyes, he told me this story: "Years ago, when he was a
young man, careless and indifferent in matters of religion, he sauntered one day in his walk into an old churchyard near Wolfville,
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Nova Scotia, in the land of Evangeline, and seeing a fallen gravestone, he overturned it in pure curiosity. And there he read at the
foot, engraved in the stone a verse of four lines that took such a
hold upon him, and so clearly explained to him the way of salvation,
that they were the means of his conversion. And from that day,
nearly fifty years before, he had by God's grace as a result of those
four lines, led a consecrated life for Christ." The lines were :"In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see;
My sins deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me."
He said, " You can imagine my amazement, as well as my delight
when I heard you tell the story about the lines. You brought back
to me the wonderful way in which God was pleased to save my soul."
It was not long aft.er that I was sent for to visit this old gentleman
in a sickness, which gradually grew more serious. One of the last
things he did before he died was to take my hand affectionately and
ask me, as his clergyman to do him a favour; and that was, that
at his funeral and over his coffin I would tell the story of the lines
in the hope that the prayer of a dying man might be answered, and
that they might be a blessing to many souls more. Soon afterwards
he died; and at his funeral, which was attended by some of the most
distinguished citizens of Halifax, a large and representative body of
prominent men, I told over his coffin, amidst the most profound and
interested silence, the story of the stanza that had transformed so
many lives. I ended by saying that it was the wish of the dear old
man on his dying bed that the words, which would be distributed
as his last memorial to all present, might become a blessing to their
souls. And as each one passed from the house of mourning he received
a beautiful card, elegantly printed in purple, with the name, and
age, and burial date of that old saint of God, and on the other side
the never-to-be-forgotten words:'In peace let me resign my breath,
And Thy salvation see;
My sins deserve eternal death,
But Jesus died for me."
The secret of the wonderful power that resides in these lines cannot
be told. It may be that they were written in prayer and watered
by tears of love. I only know that when I told this story in a
vacation service in one of the charming hotels in the White Mountains,
New Hampshire, an American gentleman, a prominent New Yorker,
was so deeply impressed that he said, after hearing the words, "I
have rarely heard anything that made such an impression upon me.
Never in my life before have I so clearly grasped the way of salvation
through faith in the Crucified." May they become the confession of
faith of all who hear, and all who read!
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THE SACRED BOOK OF GOD.
the sacred Book of God,
No other can its place supply;
It points me to the saints' abode,
It gives me wings, and bids me fly.
I

LOVE

Sweet Book! in thee my eyes discern
The image of my absent Lord;
From thine illumined page I learn
The joys His presence will afford.
In thee I read my title clear
To mansions never to decay;
My Lord! 0 when will He appear,
And bear His prisoner far away?
Then shall I need thy light no more,
For nothing shall be then concealed;
When I have reached the heavenly shore,
The Lord Himself will stand revealed.
When midst the throng
The bright Original I
From which thy sacred
Sweet Book! I've no

celestial placed,
see,
page was traced,
more need of thee.

But while on earth, thou shalt supply
His place, and tell me of His love;
I'll read with faith's discerning eye,
And get a taste of joys above.
I know His Spirit breathes in thee,
To animate His people here;
May thy sweet trut-hs prove life to me,
Till in His presence I appear.
Thomas Kelly.

" MAKE peace, if you will, with Popery, receive it into your senate,
shrine it in your churches, plant it in your hearts; but be ye certain,
certain as that there is a heaven above you and a God over you, that
the Popery thus honoured and embraced is the very Popery that
was loathed and degraded by the holiest of your fathers, the very
Popery-the same in haughtiness, the same in intolerance-which
lorded it over kings, crushed human liberty and slew the Saints of God."
(Canon Henry Melvill, Sermons, ii. 127-8: London, 1842.)
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"PASSENGERS WHO GO RIGHT ON THEIR WAYS."
THERE is something very pleasant about the month of April, when
the long dark winter is left behind, and the whole world is waking
to life again. I think everyone is glad to exchange the term for
holidays when the birds begin to sing and build, and the woods are
gay with primroses and bluebells. But holidays from school and
college make busy times for railways, and it must require an immense
amount of hard work to arrange that all the passengers may" go
right on their ways." Those words, which I noticed the other day
in the Book of Proverbs, reminded me of the journey of life; and, of
course, the first obvious necessity about a journey in any direction
is that you must go by the right train. You are in London, and you
want to go to Plymouth; you go to the station, and you see many
platforms and a great network of railway lines, and numbers of differen.t
trains. Which is yours ~ "Porter, which is the train for Plymouth,
please ~" "Oh, it's all right, sir, any train will do-they're all good
trains on this line, sir!" What would you think if that was the
way the porter answered ~ But that is how many people treat the
question of the way to heaven. They say there are a great number
of religions, all equally good; it does not matter whether you are
Mohammedan, or Hindu, or Roman Catholic, or Buddhist-all religions
lead to heaven, and you have only to choo e. Such advice is quite
as senseless as the silly porter's would be, for there is only one way
to heaven-and that Way is Christ; and only one Name by which
we can be saved-and that Name is Jesus.
The next requirement for the journey is that the fare must be paid.
How careful the railway authorities are about the tickets! Often
you are not even allowed on the platform till you have shown your
ticket to prove that you have paid the fare. Then during the journey
the collector comes round to punch your ticket again and again, till
finally you deliver it up at th.e other end-all to prevent anybody
travelling without payment. I remember once on a journey a man
in the next carriage to mine refused to show his ticket; the ticketcollector called the guard, and the guard called the station-master,
and they all joined their powers of per uasion. But he utterly refused,
though quite a little crowd had collected. The time was up, the
train could not wait, so we set off again; but as soon as we glided
into the next station a constable leapt on to the running-board of
the very compartment, and, as the train stopped, he arrested the
obstinate passenger, and took him away in disgrace. So that it is
essential that the fare should be paid. In the journey to heaven
the fare has already been paid in full long ago-paid at a tremendous
price, for it cost the life of the Son of God Himself on the cross of
Calvary. There is nothing left for the Christian passenger to pay;
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his journey is free from start to finish. It is a strange thing what
a difficulty this free gift is to the pride of man. To believe that the
salvation of your soul is altogether the free gift of God implies that
you have nothing whatever to contribute towards it yourself. "But
what about all the good things I have done? What about all the
money I have given away? What about all the time I have spent
in praying and reading the Bible and listening to sermons? I do not
pretend to be perfect, but at any rate I am not a thief or a murderer.
Do all those things count for nothing towards the saving of my soul? "
That is the way the human heart will always argue-but that heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; it takes nothing
less than the power of the grace of God to bring us to see that all
our boasted righteousness is utterly worthless, and that we are
altogether helpless to do anything towards saving ourselves. The
gift of God is eternal life. "Whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely."
How can I tell whether I am in the right train? This is a very
important question, and there are at least three ways. One way is
to find out; where your fellow-passengers are bound for. If you want
to go to Plymouth, and you find that all the other travellers in your
compartment are intending to get to Manchester, you may be sure
there is something wrong. Look now at your closest friends, the
companions with whom you spend your days, whose occupations you
share, and whose conversation you enjoy-are their faces set towards
heaven? If not, it is time for you to take warning and examine
yourself, for it is very likely that you, too, are going in the wrong
direction, in the broad way that leads to destruction instead of the
narrow way that leads to life. Or another method is to watch from
the window and compare the route with the description and the map
in your guide-book. If in your journey from London to Plymouth
you drew up at a platform called Birmingham, you would quickly
know you were wrong. Compare the stations you pass with the ones
on your map, and if they agree, your mind is at rest. And so you
may compare your life with the description of the Christian's journey
in the Bible; you can soon s~e whether they tally in any degree.
But by far the best way to be sure of your train is to ask the guard
himself-he will be quite certain to know. Though it is not always
easy to find him. You may have to walk quite a distance down
the corridor of the swaying train, first in one direction and then in
the other, opening doors and climbing over luggage. But when at
last you find him, you may trust him utterly, and if he assures you
that you are in the right train, your fears may be altogether set at
rest. I suppose there are times in the life of every child of God
when he wonders whether the grace and love of God can really be for
him. We feel we have so little faith, so little love, that we wonder
whether there can be any life in our souls at all; and we long and
crave for certainty. If only we could have an assurance from the
Lord Himself! But sometimes we seek Him Whom our souls love,
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we seek Him, and find Him not; our Beloved has withdrawn Himself;
we call Him, but He gives us no answer. Why does He hide His face 1
Sometimes because of our transgressions; sometimes to make us more
earnest in seeking Him. The Bible says we should seek Him" early,"
" diligently," " with all our hearts," " with prayers and supplications."
And if He does hide Himself, it is only for a moment; He is waiting
to be gracious to the soul that seeks Him. One glimpse of His face,
one word from His lips, is enough to satisfy our longing souls. "The
Lord is good unto them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh
Him." "Blessed are they . . . that seek Him with the whole heart."
DAMARIS.
ELECTION.
" EVERYTHING which is either asserted or indicated in Scripture concerning the end for which Christ was sent into the world, and the
purposes which His hUIniliation, sufferings, and death were intended to
effect, and do effect, in connection with the fall and the salvation, the
ruin and the recovery, of men, is in fullest harmony with the principle
that God has, out of His mere good pleasure, elected some men to
eternal life, and has unchangeably detennined to save these men with
an everlasting salvation, and is, indeed, consistent or reconcilable with
no other doctrine upon this subject. The general tenor of Scripture
statement upon all these topics can be reconciled with no scheme of
doctrine which does not imply that God from eternity selected some
men to salvation, without anything of superior worth foreseen in them,
as a condition or cause moving Him thereunto-that this choice or
election is the origin or source of everything in them which conduces
or contributes to their salvation,-and implies that effectual provision
has been made for securing that result. In short, all that is stated in
Scripture concerning the lost and ruined condition of men by nature,
and the provision made for their deliverance and salvation,-all that
is declared or indicated there concerning the Divine purpose or design
with respect to ruined men,-the object or end of the vicarious work
of the Son,-the efficacious agen~y of the Spirit in producing faith and
conversion, holiness and perseverance,-is perfectly harmonious, and,
when combined together, just constitutes the Calvinistic scheme of
theology,--of God's electing some men to salvation of His Own good
pleasure,-giving them to Christ to be redeemed by Him,-sending
forth His Spirit to apply to them the blessings which Christ purchased
for them,-and thus securing that they shall enjoy eternal blessedness,
to the praise of the glory of His grace. This is the only scheme of
doctrine that is really consistent with itself, and the only one that can
be really reconciled with the fundamental principles that most thoroughly pervade the whole Word of God with respect to the natural
condition and capacities of men, and the grace and agency of God as
exhibited in the salvation of those of them who are saved."-(Cunningham's Historical Theology, vol. II, pp. 460-1.)
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C!totttsponlJmCf.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-I was interested to read in this Month's GOSPEL
MAGAZINE of the passing to glory of my dear friend, Mrs. Wrightem.
For years we have corresponded together, and when she died I deeply
felt the loss of a dear prayerful sympathizer and helper to us. She
was one of those who remembered the work and myself in prayer daily.
She was deeply concerned at my lengthened illness, and as the years
go by I seem to miss more than ever the loving letters sent me, although
I know our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ remaineth ever and loves us
with a love everlasting and eternal. Once she quoted the words, " And
the Lord shut him in." I thought how wonderful, not the illness shut
me in, but" The Lord." Our dear friend will be missed by many, for
truly she was a Mother in Israel. Oh, that many others may be raised
up in her place and the Lord be glorified. An aged subscriber to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE (Bognor Regis) writes: "Please accept this small
gift, 10/-, for yourself." A Minister writes: "Though a stranger to
you, yet your name has been familiar for many years, I have sent
therefore a box of books, carriage paid, for distribution. The Lord
bless your labour in the work. Please accept the enclosed 30/- for
yourself; 'tis but a small amount, commending you to the Lord, and
will sign myself but a poor errand boy under a good Master where I
have been located between thirty and forty years, used in the work
of encouraging them that wait on the Lord." Another Anon. (Grangeover-Sands) who signed, " A Well Wisher," also sent, " as I saw in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE your being so ill." The work is going on as usual,
and I have had some very encouraging letters from my distributors.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, March, 1936.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
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t1JrOUf;)tant laearon.
PRELIMINARY COMMENTS ON THE REPORT OF THE
ARCHBISHOPS' COMMISSION ON THE RELATIONS OF
CHURCH AND STATE.
By THE REV. E. G. BOWRING, M.A.
(Late Scholar of Hertford College, Oxford.)
A

WITNESS BEFORE THE COMMISSION.

1. THE personnel of the Commission.
a. It was a "packed" Commission, appointed by the two Archbishops in resentment at the rejection by the House of Commons of
the Revised Prayer Book in 1927 and 1928, a rejection which was
highly popular with the bulk of the laity throughout the country.
b. Everyone, however distinguished his position, however honoured
his name, who had the temerity to oppose the episcopal policy which
culminated in the rejected Prayer Book, was omitted by the Archbishops from membership of the Commission. Such persons as the
Bishops of Norwich and of Exeter, Sir Thomas Inskip, Mr. Albert
Mitchell, Mr. Guy Johnson, Mr. Prescott Upton, and other high
authorities were conspicuous by their absence from the roll of the
Commissioners.
The appointment of the Commission was ;a. A slur cast on the Royal Supremacy. The Sovereign who is
"over all causes, as well ecclesiastical as temporal throughout his
dominions supreme."
b. A studied defiance of Parliament.
c. An act of indiscretion. It was not a Royal Commission, which
can only issue from, and the members of which can only be authorized
and appointed by the Crown. Its Report represents only the personal
opinions of the Commissioners.
BLUNDERS IN THE REPORT.

The historical introduction is not historical but rhetorical; it is
in parts neither precise nor accurate; it is characterized by inexact
and challengeable statements, which lead up to the conclusion that
the Tractarian or Romeward Movement of the past century by an
historical appeal to the common principles of the Christian past and
by bringing fresh meaning to the existing liturgy of the English Church,
gave membership of the Church the function of sanctifying the lives
of the members of the Community in which it exists, as though Bishop
Jewel had never made his famous appeal to the Christian past of the
first six centuries, and as if the Reformation, the Puritan Movement,
and the Evangelical Revival had not been instrumental in sanctifying
the lives of the community. The windy words of this questionbegging eulogy of the Oxford Movement need to be subjected to a
careful examination.
1. Do the common principles of the Christian past cover all the
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Roman Catholic teaching which the Tractarians boldly asserted we
have in common with Rome, that is, everything except the Supremacy
of the Pope, the term Transubstantiation, Mariolatry et hoc gentts
omne, although many Anglo-Catholics of to-day accept these errors
of Rome.
2. What" fresh" meaning did the Tractarians bring to the existing
liturgy of the English Church. Had not Nicholls and Wheatly in
their Commentaries on the Prayer Book, had not Cranmer, Jewel,
Hooker, Hopkins, Usher, and the Caroline divines exhausted the
meaning of the Book of Common Prayer ~
This disingenuous phrase "fresh meaning" covers the Mass with
all its accessories, Vestments, "altar-lights," crosses, crucifixes, and
the confessional.
3. How can these Roman Catholic errors sanctify the lives of the
members of the community, the" overwhelming" majority of which
are Protestants, as the late Lord Salisbury asserted. So far from
sanctifying the members of the community, the Mass and Auricular
Confession have driven tens of thousands from their Parish Churches
into Nonconformity or indifference.
A glance at the Catechism, not to mention the Bible, would have
reminded the Commissioners that it is the Holy Spirit Who" sanctifieth all the elect people of God."
Were not Tyndale, Coverdale, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Jewell,
Hooker, Nowell, Law, Nelson, the Puritan divines, Bishop Hopkins,
Bernard, George Herbert, Grimshaw, Berridge, Romaine, Toplady,
Bishop Wilson, Jeremy Taylor, Andrewes, Sancroft, Wilberforce, and
hosts of Bible-loving saintly Churchpeople in every class of society,
were they not nurtured on our "incomparable Prayer Book" ~
There were brave men before Agamemnon; there were saintly
men before Newman and Hurrell Froude interviewed Dr. Wiseman
at Rome to see if, by "twisting their consciences," they could by
any means conform to Rome.
The history of the successive Prayer Books, especially in 1662, is so
sketchy as to be positively misleading. The Commissioners are without
excuse, as the true history of the$e Prayer Books was put before them
by Mr. Albert Mitchell and by the witnesses of the Church Association.
The history of "1906-28," although the events are within living
memory, constitutes a partisan tractate which might have been
written by the English Church Union.
The gravest blunder in the Report is the assertion that the action
of the Bishops after the rejection of the 1928 Prayer Book, when in
defiance of the House of Commons they presumed to sanction the use
of that Prayer Book, was" inevitable." The Bishops should have
taken their beating in the House of Commons like " sporting" Britons,
and have henceforth refused to admit to Holy Orders or institute to
a benefice any man who would not scrupulously observe the Declaration of Assent to use the 1662 Prayer Book and" none other." The
late Lord Salisbury had told them that there was "no" discipline
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in the Church of England. The Bishops should have exercised
" discipline" and have abided by the warning of the late Lord
Davidson that the" sands had run out" and that" stern and drastic
action was essential." God is the Source of Law, and the judicious
Hooker has told us in true and eloquent words that" of Law no less
can be acknowledged than that her seat is the bosom of God, her
voice the harmony of the world," and, we may add, particularly of
the Church. The late Sir William Harcourt said the Bishops were
"masters of evasion"; they have, with a few noble exceptions,
evaded law, evaded their responsibilities, evaded their duty, evaded
their solemn obligations to the State and to the laity of " this Church
and Realm."
THE ANALOGY OF THE SCOTTISH CHURCH.

The ComInissioners truthfully adInit that the so-called "spiritual
independence" of the Scotch Kirk cannot be a solution of the insoluble
problem they set out to solve, namely, how to reconcile their breach
of the Constitutional Settlement in Church and State, for which they
are entirely to blame, with the Church's contract with the State
ratified: (a);By the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England's
standard of doctrine, and (b) By the Book of Common Prayer of
1662, as the Church's sole standard of devotion; both of these
standards having received the assent of Convocation and of Parliament.
The Commissioners relegate to an appendix the vital terms of the
" Articles Declaratory of the Constitution of the Church of Scotland
in matters spiritual." In their Report they ignore the first three
Articles, the first two of which contain the basis of the Constitution
of the Church of Scotland, viz., in Article I (1) "The Church of
Scotland adheres to the Scottish Reformation; receives the Word of
God which is contained in the Scripture of the Old and New Testaments
as its Supreme Rule of Faith and life; and avows the fundamental
doctrines of the Catholic faith founded thereupon."
Article 11 begins" The principal subordinate standard of the Church
of Scotland is the Westminster Confession of Faith approved by the
General Assembly of 1647, containing the sum and substance of the
Faith of the Reformed Church." But the Commissioners in their
recommendations hark back to the Scottish Church solution and
propose henceforth to remove from the purview of Parliament all
questions of doctrine and ritual in which the laity are most deeply
interested. They propose to brush on one side in " spiritual" measures
the Ecclesiastical Committee of Parliament, composed of fifteen members of the House of Lords and fifteen members of the House of
Commons, which had its origin as recently as 1919, and whose chief
object is to safeguard the Constitutional rights of all His Majesty's
subjects.
AN IMPOSSIBLE PROPOSAL.

The Commissioners recognize that they are up against a brick wall.
They propose to reconcile the irreconcilable. They candidly admit

-
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that there are three great obstacles which must be surmounted before
their other proposals can be put into effect. Two of the obstacles
are doctrinal, the third is disciplinary.
1. The first is the use and limits of the Reservation of the Sacrament,
or, in more candid language, the worship of the Host. They propose
a Round Table Conference on this subject to which representatives
of the various schools of thought are to be summoned by the Archbishops. The answer to such a Conference was given nearly four
centuries ago by the martyred Archbishop Cranmer. "The abuse,"
that is, of the Worship of the Host, "cannot be taken away, the thing
(that is) Reservation, remaining still."
2. The second "vital matter" is the necessity for agreement on
permissible variations from Holy Communion Service in the Book of
Common Prayer. The answer to which is " Hands off the Communion
Service." It has satisfied twelve generations of sober, peaceable, and
truly conscientious sons of the Church of England; it has been sealed
with the blood of 300 martyrs; it is sacred and inviolable. A Conference on this vital matter was held at Fulham Palace in Bishop
Creighton's time, but had no effect in restraining the vagaries of
those whose slogan is, "It is the Mass that matters." The words
of the Oxford Episcopal Martyrs are as true to-day as when they
were uttered. Cranmer described the Mass as " the greatest blasphemy
and injury that can be done against Christ." Ridley designated it
" a mockery of the true Supper of the Lord." Latimer denounced
it as "a pernicious blasphemy against the death of our Redeemer."
There is a " great gulf fixed" between the Lord's Supper and the Mass.
3. The Commissioners candidly state that the matter of discipline
must be settled before their proposals are ripe for presentation to
Parliament. Presumably the Bishops will determine a maximum and
minimum of doctrine and ritual. What assurances that the" rebels,"
who now overstep the limits, will be bound by them, will the Bishops
regard as binding from men who have forsworn their solemn pledges
to the Thirty-nine Articles and Book of Common Prayer ~
THE THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES A~D THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER.

At long last it occurred to the Commissioners that these two
statutory standards were not negligible quantities.
The Report divides Church Assembly Measures into (a) temporal,
and (b) spiritual. The former are to be forwarded and presented to
Parliament as hitherto; the latter are to be spared the searching
investigation of Parliament and are to be presented to His Majesty
for his Assent and will become law after they have been: (a) Certified
to be "spiritual" Measures by the two Archbishops, the Lord
Chancellor, and the Speaker of the House of Commons; and (b) Have
passed the Convocations and have been twice approved by threefourths of the Diocesan Conferences. Inasmuch as thirty of the
Bishops belong to the Self-government League, on~ of whose objects
is the repeal of the Acts of Parliament requiring subscription to the
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Articles, they may safely reckon on securing the adhesion of twothirds of the Diocesan Conferences.
But the two Archbishops must certify that the Measures are not
at variance with the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion and the Book
of Common Prayer. This is only to render lip-service to these two
age-long standards.
How can we trust the two Archbishops who have already cast the
Book of Common Prayer into the melting-pot and have shown no
enthusiasm for the Thirty-nine Articles, having decided that the
Deposited Prayer Book contains nothing inconsistent with Articles
and Prayer Book.
Where will the Report of the Doctrinal Oommission set up by the
Archbishops come in? Its Report has not yet been published.
Obviously it will alter, abolish, or modify, the teaching of Articles
and Prayer Book, or there was no raison d' ctre for its formation.
Wherein it differs from the Thirty-nine Articles the Archbishops will
be in duty bound by the Report of their own Commission on Church
and State to scrap the Report of the Doctrinal Commission.
ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS.
The Bishops' Veto which the late Lord Chief Justice Coleridge
said was " indefensible in theory as it was fast becoming intolerable
in practice," comes under the Commissioners' guillotine. This is one
pleasing feature in the Report.
CONCLUSION.
•
It is wholly regrettable that this ex parte Report should have seen
the light at the beginning of a new reign when our gracious Sovereign
is weighted with heavy responsibilities.
The effect of the Commissioners' proposals would be to jettison the
Constitutional Settlement in Church and State, and to cast to the
winds the great Statutes of the Reformation Settlement, the fourth
centenary of which is on the eve of being celebrated, viz., the Act
for the Submission of the Clergy and the Acts of Uniformity. The
only consolation is that the Report has issued stillborn from the Press
and Publications Board of the Church Assembly.
" Parturiunt mantes,. nascetur ridiculus mus."
(" The mountains are in labour and a ridiculou mouse will
be brought forth.")
" Beau Sejour," Trent Road,
West Worthing, February, 1936.
DR. DAVID SPEAKS OUT.
" ADDRESSING the Church Pastoral Aid Society on Monday, the Bishop,
who was in the chair, after praising the Society for its generosity to
the diocese, added: 'The C.P.A.S. stands for set, definite views about
Church teaching and worship. I, as Bishop, stand for the whole
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comprehensive range, and I mean, as far as this diocese is concerned,
to keep it comprehensive.' "-The Church Times, Feb. 21st.
Dr. David is the Bishop of Liverpool. The Church Pastoral Aid
Society professes Evangelical principles. Evidently the Bishop is not
in sympathy with those principles. Why, then, should he be asked
to preside at a meeting of an Evangelical Society? We admire the
Bishop's courage, but we deplore the weakness of those who claim
to be Evangelicals. Our view is that at an Evangelical meeting only
Evangelicals should be asked to speak.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
AT the close of another financial year, the Committee, with gratitude
to the Lord and sincere thanks to all helpers, are able to record that
all needs have been supplied. They hope for the same practical
sympathy of friends, old and new, for the carrying forward of the
work in the coming year. The recipients of the Society's pensions
are certainly the poor and needy of the Lord's family.
The Committee will be encouraged by a large attendance of subscribers and friends at the Annual Meeting on May 1st, in Caxton Hall,
particulars of which will be found in the advertisement on the cover.
The Quarterly Record for April will be sent to any interested friend
on application to the Secretary.

lltebte\1lS anll jl,ottces of lSoots.
THE RELIGION OF THE BIBLE. Pp. 102. Price 1/- stiff covers; 2/6
cloth. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, London, KC.4.)
This handy volume consists of twelve papers, all of which, except
two, were read at the Twentieth Annual Conference of the Sovereign
Grace Union. All of these papers contain profitable reading. Two
of them are by Principal J. Macleod, M.A., D.D., of Free Church
College, Edinburgh. The first is a sermon on " The Church of the
Bible," based on the text, " All that the Father giveth Me shall come
to Me." This is a most valuable and clear exposition of that portion
of Scripture. The same author's paper on " The Inspiration of the
Bible," is, in brief space, a very exhaustive unfolding of truth on this
subject. Bishop J. C. Ryle on " The Uniqueness of the Bible," is
a most valuable contribution. This is one of the papers not read
at the Conference. Dr. K C. Unmack writes on " The Historicity of
the Bible," giving a valuable quotation from Karl Barth. Principal
J. Willoughby writes with his usual clearness on " The Theme of the
Bible." Other contributors are Pastors F. H. Wright, J. W. Tobitt,
H. Moore, C. Breed, and J. W. Randall, and also Messrs. A. W. Light
and F. G. Taplin. Space will not permit a more lengthened review.
Suffice it to say that we could wish that a copy were put into the
hands of every candidate for the ministry of the Gospel.
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DIVINE CONDUCT OR THE MYSTERY OF PROVIDENCE. By John Flavel.
Pp. 208. Price 3/6 net. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.CA.)
This attractive volume contains an interesting biographical note of
John Flavel, who was born in the year 1660, and" slept sweetly in
the Lord, June 26th, 1691." He" was a volUIninous and popular
author. All his works display vigorous diction, and definitely Calvinistic and Evangelical sentiments." We have no hesitation in recommending this volume and we are glad the Sovereign Grace Union
has reprinted it. It is full of Scripture, and it seemed to us when
reading it, that it is probably the most exhaustive work on Divine
providence in the English language. The work is deeply spiritual
and abounds in helpful teaching. It is a book, portions of which
might well be read aloud, and then talked about by those who fear the
Lord, and love to think upon His Name, and His dealings with Hifi
people.
A BANKER MEETS JESUS. By Roland Von Hegedues. Pp. 96.
Price 2/6 net. (George Alien & Unwin Ltd., 40, Museum Street,
London, W.C.1.)
The author of this little volume is a Hungarian, a disciple of Darwin,
and one who was brought up in the philosophy of Herbert Spencer
(page 63). The book was first published in Hungarian and German,
and has been translated into English by Miss M. L. Christlieb.
Holding firmly, as we do, the great doctrines of the old Evangelical
theology, we do not think any of our readers would find pleasure in
reading this volume. The author seems to explain away the old
doctrines of Redemption, the Trinity, and of Hell. His teaching
seems very mystical, and we do not remember, in reading the book,
any recognition of the awfulness of sin. On page 88 he says, " At long
last He (i.e., Christ) will possess the heart of all mankind and take
the whole universe within His Divine arms." That looks like
Universalism, which is unscriptural.

KING GEORGE THE GOOD. Pp. 16. Price 2d. (To be had from
Highgate Road Chapel, London, .W.5.)
This pamphlet contains an exhaustive eulogy of our late King, in
a sermon preached by Pastor J. Wilmot, at Highgate Road Chapel,
N.W.5, on Sunday, Jan. 26th.

WE have received from the Church Association, 13, Buckingham
Street, Strand, London, W.C.2: THE DOWNWARD DRIFT OF THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND, price 10d. per dozen; VITAL CHURCH TRUTHS,
price 6d. per dozen; A PEEP INTO THE BOOK, price 6d. per dozen.

