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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHIANS i. 4.
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ONE BODY.

is one body."-EpHESIANS iv.

4.

THE word translated" body" is very often found in the New
Testament. It is often· used of the human body. Our LORD
says, "Take no thought . . . for your body, what ye shall put
on." Again He says, "Fear not them which kill the body, but
are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear Him which is able
to destroy both soul and body in hell " (Matt. vi. 25; x. 28).
Incidentally, these words show that the killing or death of the
body does not terminate our existence. They. show also th::tt
there is a resurrection of the body-a resu,rrection of the body
in the case of the unjust as well as of the just; for our LORD says,
" Fear Him Which is able to destroy both soul and .body in hell "
(Matt. x.28).
/
We read of John the Baptist's body after he was cruelly beheaded,
"His disciples came, and took up the body, and buried it, and
went and told JESUS" (Matt.. xiv. 12).
We read of the dead body of CHRIST, J oseph " begged the body
of JESUS ... and laid it in his own new tomb" (Matt. xxvii.
58-60).
The Apostle Paul speaks of being " at hOlne in the body" and
" absent from the LORD," and of being " absent from' the body"
and" present with the LORD" (2 Cor. v. 6, 8).
.
.Thus death is. really the separation of the. sou! from the body,
but not its annihilation. The departed spirit of the believer is
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no sooner " absent from the body" than he is "present with the
LORD." "To-day," said our LORD to the penitent robber, "shalt
_thou be with Me in paradise." What comfort is here revealed!
"The body without the spirit is dead" (James ii. 26), but the
spirit without the body still lives. "The rich man died and was
buried." His body was laid in the grave, but he himself still lived,
but· awful to contemplate, he lived "in torments." "I am
tormented" he said, "in this flame."
The beggar also died, but he himself lived, and lived in blessedness
and comfort, the angels carried him into Abraham's bosom, and
Abraham was able to say, "Now he is comforted" (Luke xvi.
22-25).
The death of the body does not end all, even during the period
which elapses between death and resurrection. There is "a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust" (Acts xxiv.
15). In reference to the resurrection of the just the apostle says,
" Our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for
the SAVIOUR, the LORD JESUS CHRIST: Who shall change our
vile body that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body,
according to the working whereby He is able even. to subdue all
things unto Himself" (Phi!. iii. 20, 21). Then this corruptible
body shall put on incorruption and death shall be swallowed up
in victory. The word "body" is also used figuratively of the
bread used at the LORD'S Supper. Our LORD took bread and gave
thanks to GOD for it, and then said to His disciples, when giving
the bread to them, "Take eat; this is My body." Manifestly
He meant, this represents My body about to be offered in sacrifice
for the sins of His people. "He bare our sins in His Own body
on the tree" (1 Peter ii. 24).
Now we come to a figurative use of the word "body" often
found in the epistles. The apostle says, "As we. have many
members in one body, and all members have not the same office:
so we (believers) being many, are one body in CHRIST, and every
one members one of another" (Rom. xii. 4, 5).
The human body is made up of many members, and yet it is
but one body. So the whole company of believers, though many
in number, and belonging to many nations, are "one body in
CHRIST." They constitute what may be called a mystical or
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spiritual body. The Reformers spoke of the Church of GOD when
they said, "We are very members incorporate in the mystical
body of Thy SON, which is the blessed company of all faithful
people."
It is to this company that the apostle referred when He wrote,
"There is one body." We propose to draw attention to three
things in regard to this one body.
First, the membership of the body. Secondly, the relationship
of CHRIST to the body. Thirdly, the unity of the body.
I. First, let us think of the membership of this body.
Who are they who are members of the one body 1 In the Epistle
to the Romans (xii. 5) the apostle says, "We, being many, are
one body in CHRIST." But who are the we 1 The apostle certainly
included himself, and he also included those to whom he penned
the great Epistle to the Romans. They were a people" beloved
of GOD" and "called to be saints " (chapter i. 7). They were a
people for whom CHRIST died, and who were justified by His blood,
and had peace with GOD, being reconciled to Him by the death of
His SON. (Rom. v. 1,8-10). They were a people who had received
the Spirit of adoption, and were the children of GOD, and joint
heirs with CHRIST. They were a people who could not be separated
from the love of CHRIST and of GOD. (Rom. viii. 15-17, 35-3~).
They were" vessels of mercy," called of GOD, and belonging to all
the families of the earth. (Rom. ix. 23, 24; xi. 30.)
In other words, the "we" whom the apostle says "are one
body in CHRIST," are the predestinated, the called, the justified
people of GOD. They are sinners for whom CHRIST died, and who
were reconciled "to GOD through His death. They had been
regenerated by the SPIRIT, and justified freely by GOD'S grace.
They had obtained mercy, and were the children of GOD by faith
in CHRIST JESUS, and heirs of the kingdom which He had promised
to them that love Him.
In the Epistle to the Ephesians the, apostle says, ,,- We are
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones" (Chapter v.
30), and the epistle itself shows who the "we" in -this verse are.
They are a people chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the
world, predestinated to the adoption of children, accepted in the
Beloved, and redeemed and forgiven through CHRIST'S blood.
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They had faith in CHRIST and love to all the saints. (Chapter i.
4-7, 15.)
.. They had been dead in trespasses and sins, but GOD had quickened
and saved them by His grace through faith. He had made them
nigh by CHRIST'S blood, and made them part of the spiritual
Jemple, "builded together for a habitation of GOD through the
SPIRIT" (Eph. ii. 4-8, 13, 20-22).
Thus Scripture is very clear in teaching us who are members of
CHRIST'S mystical body. It does not describe them as mere
outward members of the various denominations. Such people
might be called good Churchmen, good Baptists, good Presbyterians or good Methodists. They might be enrolled as members
of anyone of these denominations, and yet they might be destitute
of all spiritual life, walking still in the broad way which leads to
destruction, and knowing nothing experimentally of the regenerating, justifying, and pardoning mercy of GOD. The Word of GoD
definitely' distinguishes the godly from the ungodly, the righteous
from the unrighteous, the saved from the unsaved, the pardoned
from the unpardoned, the believer from the unbeliever, the children
of GOD from the children of the devil, the spiritually alive from
the spiritually dead, the travellers in the narrow way from the
travellers in the broad way. Mere profession is not enough. We
need to be in possession of the spiritual blessings wherewith GOD
in His mercy blesses His people. They, and they alone-are the
members of CHRIST'S mystical body.
To the Corinthian saints the apostle said, "Ye are the 'body
of CHRIST, and members in particular" (1 Cor. xii. 27).
He said those words not of mere outward members of a Church,
but of those who had been washed, sanctified, and justified in the
name of the'LORD' JESUS and by the SPIRIT of our GOD. (1 Cor.
vi. 11). Of all such he said, "By one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles; whether we be bond
or free " (1 Cor. xii. 13).
The HOLY SPIRIT regenerates and quickens dead sinners, and
brings them .into union with the one body of CHRIST. Not by
the mere baptism of water, but by the baptism of the SPIRIT are
the objects of GOD'S mercy made members of CHRIST'S mystical
body.
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Commenting on 1 Corinthians xii. 13, Dr. Charles Hodge says,
" Paul does not say that we are made· one body by baptism, but
by the baptism of the HOLY GHOST; that is, by spiritual regeneration. Any communication of the HOLY SPIRIT is called it
baptism, because the SPIRIT is said to be poured out, and those upon
·whom He is poured out, whether in His regenerating, sanctifying,
or inspiring influences, are said to be baptized. . . . It is not
therefore by baptism as an external rite, but by the communication
of the HOLY SPIRIT that we are made members of the body of
CHRIST. . . . No matter how great may have been the previous
difference, whether they were Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, by
this baptism of the SPIRIT, all who experience it are merged into
one body; they are all intimately and organically united as
partaking of the same life. (Compare Gal. iii. 28.)
And this is the essential point of the analogy between the human
body and the Church. As the body is one because pervaded
and animated by one soul or principle of life, so the Church is one
because pervaded by one SPIRIT. And as all parts of the body
which partake of the common life belong to the. body, so all those
in whom the SPIRIT of GOD dwells are members of the Church
which is the body of CHRIST. And by parity of reasoning, those
in whom the SPIRIT does not dwell are not members of CHRIST'S
body. They may be members of the visible or nominal Church,
but they are not members of the Church in that sense in which
it is the body of CHRIST. This.passage, therefore, not only te"aches
us the nature of the Church, but also the principle of its unity.
It is one, not as united under one external visible head, or under
one governing tribunal, nor in virtue of any external visible bond,
but in virtue of the indwelling of the HOLY SPIRIT in 'all its
members. And this internal. spiritual union manifests itself in
the profession of the same faith, and in all acts of Christian fellowship." (Hodge's Exposition of First Oorinthians).
How important it is that we should beware of being content
with merely "outward membership of the visible Church. ." If
any man have riot the SPIRIT of CHRIST, he is none of His" (Rom.
.viii. 9). Unless we have experienced the saving operations of
the HOLY SPIRIT, and are indwelt by His presence, we do not
belong to CHRIST, we are not members of His body.
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Bishop J. C. Ryle well says, "The one true Church . . . is
composed of all believers in the LORD JESUS. It is made up of
all GOD'S elect, of all converted men and women, of all true
Christians. In whomsoever we can discern the election of GOD
the FATHER, the sprinkling of the blood of GOD the SON, the
sanctifying work of GOD the SPffiIT, in that person we see a member
of CHRIST'S true Church."
B.ishop Ryle quotes Bishop Ridley as saying, "The Church
which is CHRIST'S body, and of which CHRIST is the Head, standeth
only of living stones, and true Christians, not only outwardly in
name and title, but inwardly in heart and in truth."
Archbishop Usher says, "What is meant in the Creed by the
Catholic Church ~ That whole universal company of the elect,
that ever were, are, or shall be gathered together in one body,
knit together in one faith, under one Head, JESUS CHRIST."
"Never let us forget," says Bishop Ryle, "that we may be
staunch Episcopalians, or Presbyterians, or Independents, or
Baptists, or Wesleyans, or Plymouth Brethren, and yet not belong
to the true Church. And if we do not, it will be better at last
if we had never been born." (Knots Untied, Chapter on The
Ohuroh).
11. Secondly, let us think of the relationship of CHRIST to the One
Body.
1. "He is the SAVIOUR of the body" (Eph. v. 23). All the
members of His mystical body were dead in trespasses and sins,
and "were by nature the children of wrath, even as others," but
the LORD JESUS came to be the SAVIOUR of the body, to deliver
its members from the wrath to come. He loved the Church,
which is His body, " and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify
and cleanse it .. . . that He might present it to Himself a glorious
ChUrch, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that
it should be holy and without blemish" (Eph. v. 25-27).
He came into the world to save the Church. To this end He
gave His life a ransom for many. He was called JESUS because
He was to "save His people from their sins." Hence they can
say, "He bare our sins in His Own body on the tree" (1 Peter
ii. 24).
Through the oHering of the body of JESUS CHRIST once for all,
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He put away the sins of the members of His mystical body, and
redeemed them from the curse of the law which they had broken.
H.e is indeed the SAVIOUR of the body. All the members of the
body owe their salvation to Him. He loved them and washed
them from their sins in His Own blood.
2. He is the Head of the body. 'The apostle Bays, "He is the
Head of the body, the Church" (Col. i. 18). As" the husband
is the head of the wife," so " CHRIST is the Head of the Church "
(Eph. v. 23).
Because the husband is the head of the wife, she is to be subject
unto him. In like manner the Church is to be subject to CHRIST.
His supreme authority is always and without question to be
acknowledged. He is "LORD both of the dead and living." He
is LORD of the saints who are_ now in heaven, and LORD ,of the
saints who are still on earth. ' To the saints on earth the apostle
says, "Ye are not your own. For ye are bought with a price"
(1 Cor. vi. 19, 20). They belong to CHRIST and are to be wholly
obedient to His will. ,The hand, the foot, the mouth, the eyes,
all obey· the head. Whole-hearted obedience is in like manner
to be rendered to Christ, Who is the Head of the body, the Church.
3. He is the life of the body. If the head were severed from the
body death would at once ensue. Apart from union with CHRIST
the Head, His people have no life. "I live, yet not I but CHRIST
liveth in me" (Gal. ii. 20).
We are dependent on Him for life. He is the Vine and His
people are the branches. Severed from Him the branches die
and wither, and apart from union with Him there can be no fruit.
Union with Him is absolutely necessary if there is to be any spiritual
fruit. The members of the mystical body are ever dependent on
CHRIST, Who is their life for all energy, fruit, and spiritual growth.
From Christ the Head the whole body maketh increase unto the
edifying of itself in love. (See Eph. iv. 15, 16; Col. ii. 19.)
, 4. He loves the body. "No man ever yet hateth his own flesh;
but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the LORD the Church :
for we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones."
A man and his wife are one flesh, so CHRIST and His people are
one body. A husband nourishes and cherishes his own flesh. In
like manner the LORD JESUS, the Head of the body, nourishes and
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cherishes the members of His body. They areaU the objects of
His love. How concerned we are if one of the members of the
body is slightly injured. When one member suffers all the members
suffer with it. So CHRIST is concerned about the comfort and wellbeing of all the members of His mystical body. They are all
precious to Him. The day is coming when He will ina very
marked manner 'demonstrate His love for them. He intends to
come again and receive them all to Himself" that where He is,
there they may be also. He will gather His elect from the four
winds. His dead saints will rise in bodies incorruptible. His
living saints will undergo a mighty change, and all of them will
-be caught up to meet Him in the air, "and so shall we ever be
~ith the LORD." (See 1 Thess. iv. 16, 17.)
Ill.' Lastly, think of the unity of the body.
The unity of the Church which is CHRIST'S body is frequently
affirmed.
" We (believers), being many, are one body in CHRIST, and every
one members .one of another" (Rom.. xii. 5).
"By one SPIRIT are we all baptized '£nto one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free" (1 Cor. xii. 13).
Many in number are the believing people of GOD, and to many
nationalities they belong. Their positions in 'life also vary
considerably. But they are all one body in CHRIST, and everyone
of them, rich or poor, black or white, are members one of another.
They all experience the operations of the SPIRIT by Whose power
they are united to the one body.
"There is one 'body" (Eph. iv. 4), and only one. As Adam
had but one wife, so CHRIST has but one body, one Church, one
bride.
"Ye are all one in CHRIST JESUS" (Gal. iii. 28), is the emphatic
declaration of the inspired apostle. All believers throughout the
world are now" one body,in Christ." They are now, all of them,
" one in CHRIST." The unity of the body ,of CHRIST now exists.
It'is not a thing we are to bring about by conferences at Oxford
and Edinburgh. The HOLY GHOST has brought it about ulready.
The Bible' knows nothing about hankering after and promoting
a unity of the various denominations. No sanction is given in
Scripture to unity in 'idolatry, superstition, and error, but Scripture
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emphatically declares that all believers are now one body in CHRIST.
This body is the Church. It is "the Church of GOD, which He
hath purchased with His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28).
There is no other Church. This and this alone is the Church
for which CHRIST gave Himself, and which He intends to present
to Himself when He comes again.
This body is indwelt by'" One SPIRIT." It is animated by
"one hope." It owns "one LORD." It adheres ~o the "one
faith". d~livered to the saints. It has experienced the "one
baptism" of the SPIRIT. It believes in " One GOD and FATHER"
of "the whole tamily in heaven a,nd earth." (See Eph. iii. 15;
iv. 4-6.)
The vital question is, Are we members of this one body ~ We
may call ourselves Churchmen, Presbyterians, Methodists, Indepen- .
dents, Baptists or Brethren, but are we in vital union with CH~UST ~
Have we experienced the saving operations of His SPIRIT ~ Can we
say of CHRIST, "He loved me, and gave Himself for Me"~ Does
the SPIRIT ~ear witness with our spirits that we· are the child~en
.OfGOD -~
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
MOTOR VEHICLES.
FROM The Times·" Annual Financial and Commercial Review" of
February 8th, we learn that" for every seventeen persons in Great
Britain there is one motor-vehicle, and one· driving licence for
approximately every twelfth person. In a year the number of
motor-vehicles licensed increased from 2,581,000 to 2,768,000."
.
The increase of motor-vehicles in a year was thus 187,000. The
'perils of the road were thus proportionately increased. What need
there is for daily prayer that the Lord may preserve us in our going
out and our coming in. He Himself is our Keeper.
.
prayers are made, and meet· with no success. The petitioners
continue slaves to evil tempers and affections, becau{5e their petitions
are not offered up in faith. Such heathen prayers never reach the
skies, but are dropped in a Church on Sunday, besomed out on Monday
by' the sexton, and applied with other rubbish to refresh some bald
grave."-John Berridge.
" MANY
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A FOURFOLD DESCRIPTION OF GOD.
" Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He
retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy.
He will turn again, He will have compassion upon us ,. He will
subdue our iniquities,. and Thou wilt cast all their sins into
the ,depths of the sea. Thou wilt perform the truth to J acob,
and the mercy to Abraham, which Thou hast sworn unto our
fathers from the days of old."-MrcAH vii. 18-20.

WE have in these beautiful words a fourfold description of God.
First, He is a pardoning God. Secondly, He is a merciful
God. Thirdly, He is a powerful God, and lastly He is a faithful God.
The prophet, representing God's ancient people, looks forward to
the glorious time when God's pardoning mercy and faithfulness
to His promises will be fully experienced by the chosen nation,
.and they will be constrained to burst forth in thanksgiving and
praise and say, "Who is a God like unto Thee ~" In all their
long and chequered history they had often forsaken the God Who
had redeemed them from Egyptian bondage, and they had gone
after other gods, but from none of those false gods had they received
the spiritual and eternal blessings which the God of Israel will at
some future period bestow upon them. There is no God like the
only living and true God, and the God of the literal Israel is also
the God 'of all the spiritual seed of Abraham, the God of all the
family of faith. We who are of the faith have reason also with
like rapture and praise to say, "Who is a God like unto Thee? "
This God is our God. Let us think of Him as He is set forth in
this remarkable description of His character.
I. First, He is a pardoning God. To Him alone belong mercies
and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him, neither
have we obeyed His voice. No other being can pardon sin.
1. He pardons the sins of a remnant of His heritage.
"He passeth by the transgression of the remnant of His
heritage." We read, "The Lord's portion is His people; Jacob
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is the lot of His inheritance" (Deut. xxxii. 9). It would appear
that the whole nation was His inheritance for temporal blessings,
but- only a remnant for spiritual as well as temporal blessings.
The future spiritual blessings that are to come upon Israel are
limited to an' elect rem~ant. "Esaias also crieth concerning
Israel, though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand
of the sea, a remnant (i.e., only a remnant) shall be saved" (Rom.
ix. 27). At the present time, "Israel hath not obtained that
which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the
rest were blinded." Only" a remnant (of the Jews) according
to the election of grace" is being saved now, and eventually we
read that" two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the
third sh311 be left therein. And I will bring the third part through
the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them
as gold' is tried: they shall call on My Name, and I will hear
them: I will say, It is My people: and they shall say, the Lord
is my God" (Zech. xiii. 8, 9).
It is indeed a solemn fact that a large part of the chosen nation
is judicially blinded. What a solemn thought this is for mere
professing Christians. Often have many of such heard the pure
Gospel, and yet they still despise and reject Christ. What if they
become judicially blinded! Those eventually pardoned are the
chosen people of God.
2. Next, notice that God pardons His people justly.
The common idea is that God pardons sinners merely because
they are sorry for their sins. That is not the teaching of Scripture.
Such an idea ignores the atoning work of the great Substitute of
sinners. "Without shedding of blood is no remission" In
other words without the obedience unto death of the Lord Jesus
Christ no sinner can be pardoned. His blood of the new Covenant
was shed for many for the remission of sins. We have redemption,
even the forgiveness of sins, through His blood. It is only because
He was made a curse for His people that they are redeemed from
the curse of the law.
Christ by His obedience unto death has met the preceptive
and penal claims of the law. Hence of all Who trust in Him it
is said, "He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins" and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (lJohn i. 9). Let us ever

_1

150

The Gospel Magazine

remember that we owe our pardon to the atoning blood of Christ.
It is that which cleanses us from all sin.
3. Our pardoning God pardons His believing people fully and
completely.
Not one sin is unforgiven in the case of those who are led to
believe in, or to rely upon, the Lord Jesus Christ. The blood of
Jesus Christ cleanseth them from all sin. There is no doubt
. about the pardon of sin in the case of those who trust in Christ.
Hear the· language of assurance uttered by the Apostle Paul.
He says to the Ephesian believers, " We have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins" (Eph. i. 7). He does not say,
" We hope we have this blessing," but" We have it." Again he
says, ",God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you" (Eph. iv. 32).
He "hath forgiven you," not "I hope He hath forgiven."
To the Colossian believers the same apostle says, "hamng
forgiven you all trespasses," not "I hope He has· forgiven" (Col.
ii. 13).
The Apostle John says, "Your sins are forgiven you for His
name's sake" (1 John ii. 12). He does not say, "I hope they
are forgiven." Addressing the seven Churches in Asia, John says,
"Unto Him that loved us; and washed us from our sins·in His
Own blood- . . . to Him be glory" (Rev. i. 4-6). He had the
full assurance that Christ had washed him from his sins and washed
all the believers who were numbered amongst the seven Churches
which were in Asia, from their sins in His Own blood. No doubt
was in his mind about this grand, glorious, and blessed fact. If
I am a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, that is, if I am relying
on His merits alone, all my sins are forgiven and cleansed. They
will never again be remembered against me. Various figures are
used to illustrate the full- and complete forgiveness which God
graciously bestows upon all His believing people. Micah says,
" Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea." The
God Who pardons the iniquities· of His people, and passes by
their transgression, is a God Who casts all their sins into the depths
of the sea.
. They are for ever buried out of sight. Hezekiah in the language
of full assurance says, " Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it
from the pit of corruption: for Thou hast cast all my sins behind
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Thy back" (Isa. xxxviii. 17.) Until God pardons His people He
remembers" all their .wickedness," and theIr evil doings :are before
His face. (See Hosea vii. 2). They are visible to His omniscient.
eye. But when He pardons His people, He casts all their sins
behind His back. In other words, He puts them out of sight,
and He says, "I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remerriber
their sin no more" (Jer. xxxi. 34).
.
So fully does God pardon His- believing people that He says,
"In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the iniquity of
Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of
J udah, and they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom
I reserve" (Jer. 1. 20). Truly He is a pardoning God.
" The terrors of law, and of God,
With me can have nothing to do :
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.'" ,
(Toplady.)
II. Secondly, He· is a merciful God.

"He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He delighteth
.in mercy." ._ There is such a thing as Divine' wrath and anger,
but He delighteth in mercy, and there comes a time in the history
of His people when they can say, "0 Lord, I will praise Thee:
though Thouwast angry with me, Thine anger is turned away,
and Thou comfortedst me" (Isa. xii. 1). This' is according to
His promise. He says, "I will heal their backsliding, I will-love
them freely: for Mine anger is turned away from him "- (Hosea
xiv. 4).. What a mercy it is to read, "He will not always chide:
neither will He ,keep His anger for ever" (Ps. ciii. 9).
Thus He is a God- Who, not retaining His anger, "delighteth
inmercy." Saul of Tarsus found this to be true. He says, "I
obtained mercy." It was because God was "rich in mercy"
that th~- Ephesians were quickened -and saved. (1 Tim. i, 13, 16 ;
Eph. ii. 4,5.)
.
His mercy is plenteous. "Thou, Lord, art good, and ready. to
forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon
Thee " (Ps. lxxxvi. 5).
. His mercy is tender.' Zacharias speaks of "the tender mercy
of our God" (Luke i. 78). His mercy is abundant. "According
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to His abundant mercy He hath begotten us again unto a lively
hope . . . to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away" (1 Pet. i. 3, 4).
His mercy is everlasting. Through mercy He chose His people
in Christ before the foundation of the world. Through mercy He
provided a Redeemer. Through mercy He quickens His people
by His Spirit. Through mercy He. keeps and upholds them, and
through mercy He will eventually bring them to glory.
" The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon
them that fear Him" (Ps. ciii. 17).
" Thy mercy is endless, most tender and free;
No sinner need doubt, since 'tis given to me :
No merit will buy it, nor sin stop its course;
Good works are the fruits of its freeness and force.
" Thy mercy in Jesus exempts me from hell ;
Its glories I'll sing, and its wonders I'll tell;
'Twas Jesus, my Friend, when He hung on the tree,
That opened the channel of mercy for me."
(John Stacker.)
I I I. Thirdly, He is a powerful God.

Micah says, "He will subdue our iniquities." Another translation is, " He will tread our iniquities under foot." This indicates
His power over sin. He not only pardoneth iniquity but He
subdues it or treads it under foot. He enables His people to keep
under their bodies and bring them into subjection. Through His
Spirit He enables them to mortify the deeds of the body.
The pardoned believer still has the old nature within him,
" This infection of nature doth remain, yea, in them that are
regenerated," and "is not subject to the law of God" (Article
IX). There is nothing good in it. It is always antagonistic to
God. (See Rom. viii. 7, 8.) There is therefore always a conflict,
and left alone, the believer is helpless. But He is "kept by the
power of God through faith," and the apostle says, "Walk in the
Spirit and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh" (Gal. v. 16, 17).
By the power of God through His Spirit, iniquity is trodden under
foot, and the believer stands against the wiles of the devil, and
quenches his fiery darts. No day passes without sin entering into
His experience, but Divine grace enables him more or less to be
victorious.
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" This is , the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith"
(1 John v. 4).
"Poor though lam, despised, forgot,
Yet God, my God, forgets me not;
And He is safe, and must succeed,
For whom the Lord vouchsafes to plead! "
(William Cowper.)
Christ is able to save completely the comers unto God. God
puts His Spirit within His people and causes them to walk in His
statutes. (See Heb. vii. 25; Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, 27.)
Thus the power of God is daily exercised on behalf of His people
in their conflict with the world, the flesh, and the devil.
IV. Fourthly, He is a faithful God.
Micah says, "Thou wilt perform the truth to J acob, and the
mercy to Abraham which Thou hast sworn unto our fathers from
the days of old." "By Myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, . . .
that in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply
thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon
the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of His enemies;
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed" (Gen.
xxii. 16-18). These merciful promises to Abraham, God, says the
prophet, will perform. Their fulfilment involves not only temporal
promises in relation to the land of Canaan, and the multiplicity
of the literal seed of Abraham, but it also involves the incarnation,
death, resurrection, and ascension of Abraham's Seed (Christ),
and the justification, and eternal blessedness of an innumerable
multitude from all the nations of the earth. "If ye be Christ's,
then are ye Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise."
" They which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham,"
and" are blessed with faithful Abraham " (Gal. iii. 7-9, 29).
The God Who made the promises is a performing God. He is
"the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and mercy with them
that love Him and keep His commandments" (Deut. vii. 9). His
promises to Abraham include blessings to all the nations of the
earth, and are only partially fulfilled as yet, but He will perform
them fully in due time. In accordance with those promises "the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea" (Isa. xi. 9). Not one of His promises shall fail.
What He hath promised He is able also to perform.
.
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" Tell of His wondrous faithfulness,
And sound His power abroad;
Sing the sweet promise of His grace,
And our performing God.
" Engraved as in eternal brass
The mighty promise shines;
Nor can the powers of darkness rase,
Those. everlasting lines.

" His very word of grace is strong
As that which built the skies;
The Voice that rolls the stars along
Speaks all the promises."
(Watts.)
We can rely upon our faithful God to be faithful to all His
promIses.
Here then in this ancient prophecy of Micah we are reminded of
our pardoning God; our merciful God; our powerful God, and
our faithful God.
What a mercy if we have experienced His pardoning grace,
tasted of His mercy, felt His power, and realized His faithfulness.
THE EDITOR.
"MORE WITH US· THAN WITH THEM"
(2 KINGS vi. 16.)

\
\

" ALAS! Elisha's servant cried,
When he the Syrian army spied;
But he was soon released "from care,
In answer to the prophet's prayer.
" Straightway he saw, with other eyes,
A greater army from the skies,
A fiery guard' around the hill:
Thus are the saints preserved still.
" When Satan and his host appear,
Like him 'of old, I faint and fear ;
Like him, by faith, with joy I see
A greater host engaged for me.
" The saints espouse my cause by prayer,
The angels make my soul their care;
Mine is the promise sealed with blood,
And Jesus lives to make it good."
(John Newton.)
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He
is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon."ISAIAH Iv. 6, 7.
WE are all familiar with these words as so frequently. and extensively
used in the declaration of the Gospel to sinners. But they are words
ever in season to everyone of the Family of Grace, and in their varied
experiences they may apply; while in humble subjection and obedience
to the Word of His grace, exercised hearts may hear the voice of Him
Who calls them to return, bringing blessing to their own souls and
glory to their God.
Our text is taken from the familiar chapter in Isaiah's prophecy,
the opening words of which are so often misquoted or mutilated
by the general Redemptionists. They take the first two words with.,.
out their connection and stand up with the so-called Gospel call-" Ho,
everyone." But the Gospel is no Gospel that falls on uncircumcised
ears. The Gospel call comes as sweet music and welcome news,
when it reaches such as it is intended to reach, and that is, to those who
"guilty stand" and have "nothing to pay,". and know their lost,
ruined, undone condition and need. It is such that hear" Ho, every
one that thirsteth" for the living waters, and learn to know the sweet
truths which fell from the holy lips of the Fountain of Life: "But
whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well
of water springing up into everlasting life." Oh, there is· healing
virtue in those waters indeed, to sin-sick souls, and as sweet music
to their ears is the voice of Him Who calls them, welcomes them,
and gives them to drink! They are treading upon the ground of
hope; they have been brought'to feel their need; they are drawn
to seek for help Where alone it can be found, and to find ultimately,
to their, soul's satisfaction, that One by Whom had been implanted
this knowledge of their dire need, was drawing them to seek and
had given the hearing ear to attend unto the call, and to find to their
everlasting satisfaction that it is only Jesus Who can do helpless
sinners good. He Who had called them, alone could give life and
desire to "come," for the calls from our God are the enablings of
our gracious God.
It has been truly said by some writer that God's Word contains
not a single offer of grace, but it sweetly declares the operations of
grace to encourage every coming sinner. He, the Spirit of Life, must
first impart the life, quicken and energize living souls to know their
danger and to "come" to the Alone Refuge. Such are the class
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and peopie addressed in the words of our text: "Ho, everyone that
thirsteth," "come ye," "buy and eat," "hearken diligently,"
"incline your ear," "hear," and "seek "-all characteristics of a
- living soul-and such are addressed with the corresponding promises :
"Your soul shall live and delight itself in fatness." And blessed
be God whilst this trumpet in Gospel sweetness sounds forth faithfully and fully, declaring the perfect righteousness and all-atoning
sacrifice and finished work of the dear Redeemer, it will and does
meet the case of every sin-sick one throughout" all the world," and
down the ages it will fall upon the ear of every elect vessel of mercy.
God will see to His own work, beloved reader, and not one for
whom Christ died will be overlooked nor left out. "They shall come
that were ready to perish." The Great Shepherd of His Flock goeth
after that which was lost until He find it, and not one of His ransomed
sheep can stray beyond the length of the Great Shepherd's arm,
nor wear out His long patience until He sees of the travail of His
soul and is satisfied! Such are the depths of mercy found in His
Covenant Heart of Love! He cannot, He will not, He would not
. give up one for whom He died! It is wondrous love indeed! We are
treading on sacred ground of unfathomable depths! We cannot
express ourselves; we cannot comprehend it; but God is Love, and
every hungering and thirsting sinner seeking the Alone Remedy
for sin is brought there to
" Admire and adore, that theme which angels can't explore."

A beloved friend, in hallowed and helpful converse, was recently
remarking how in reading one of the minor prophets she had been
struck with the marvellous turn in mercy of J ehovah, after all He
has been declaring of His sinful and sinning people, and how, just
when at the point, it would seem to our reasoning, judgment must
fall, and justly fall, God turns in mercy and yearns over them, " hateth
putting away," and declares, "He is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and of great kindness, and repenteth Him of the evil." The
same blessed truth is set forth (and indeed, many such-like Scriptures)
in Isaiah lxiii. 11, where we read, " Then He remembered the days
of old," etc. When 1 When He had been declaring how "they
rebelled and vexed His Holy Spirit." And look at the unchanging
mercy of our God herein displayed! "He remembered the days
of old." And" He carried them all the days of old," not one or
two days only, but all, and not one of those days wherein they were
all rebelling and fighting against their God did He forsake nor weary
of them! Oh! does not the thought of His sweet mercy melt your
hard and unthankful heart, when you think of all your wanderings,
rebelliousness, unthankfulness, forgetfulness, and murmurings 1 Yet
all the days He has borne you and borne with you!
There is doubtless many a " then" in your life and mine, beloved
reader, when we have dealt so treacherously and wandered so shamefully and forgotten the God Who loved and sought and bought us.
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We have transgressed, broken His laws, slighted our mercies, and
forsaken the God we once loved, grown cold in our services, neglected
His precious Word and ordinances, and little by little become entangled
with the world from which we had been delivered. And then what?
Were we left to ourselves and forsaken of our God? We ri chly
deserved to be, but it was then, even then, His heart was yearning
towards His backsliding Ephraim, and" He remembered the days
of old," and could not, would not, give us up. Oh, the matchless
mercy of our God! "Having loved His own which were in the
world, He loved them unto the end."
And now there is something within the breast beginning to work,
and to remind us that all was not well with us, and the heart was
not satisfied, and perhaps you were almost wishing you could begin
life all over again. Ah! that could never be. It is your and my
wisdom, child of God, to watch and pray and seek His keeping power
for every moment, and to "hate the sins that make us mourn and
drive Him from our breast." It is His love that melts us, His forgiveness that humbles us, and it is our mercy when we have slipped with
our feet and wandered from Him that He will bring us back; but
it is a greater mercy to have been kept from the paths of the destroyer,
and not wilfully and guiltily to have departed from the living God.
We owe all our keeping and preservation to Him. We have no stone
to cast at one another. We have nothing we did not receive, and
it is by His sovereign grace and mercy we stand. We need to take
heed, watch, and pray all our days. And to any dear children of
God who have been brought to mourn an unprofitable past when
coldness and deadness of soul have overtaken them, and a worldly
spirit satisfied them, and have now in His mercy and goodness been
restored, renewed, welcomed, pardoned, accepted, if such are reading
these lines they will be constrained to "set their seal that God is
true," and that He had not forsaken them, but in love and pity had
brought them back little by little, and perhaps worked for them
some remarkable providence, some tender dealing, some bright token
of His forgiving and restoring love, which will bring them into a very
soft and tender pl~ce, and cause them to be melted at His feet all
the rest of their days. I t is through such painful lessons we are
humbled and kept very low, and taught to look away from self to
Jesus, Who alone can satisfy, subdue our fleshly risings, and bring
us off the battlefield, "more than conquerors through Him that
hath loved us."
Oh! let· us pray more ardently and constantly to be kept from
falling, and kept so close to Him that we shall hear the whisper of His
loving Voice, 'warning us against Satan's artifices and deceitful snares
and dangerous pitfalls. "Seek ye the Lorq. whilst He may be found;
call ye upon Him whilst He is near," ere the heart is hardened in
sin and unbelief, and the consCience, once tender, now shutting her
ears and heeding not the voice of warning. Think, beloved, what
eternal issues may hang upon this word. When the holy" Lamb

-I

158

The Gospel Magazine

of God" at the commencement of His public ministry called upon
those first five disciples to " Follow Me," it was the" now" of their
gracious opportunity, and" made willing in the day of His power,"
_ to obey and follow Him, they were already treading upon the ground
of eternal blessings. Zaccheus was another who heard that now
and obeyed. At the call of his Lord and Master, "Make haste and
come down" from your hiding place, "for to-day I must abide at
thy house," " he made haste and came down," and rejoiced in receiving
the Friend of Sinners to his house, knowing that that was the day
of salvation, the" now" of unending blessings, to him a poor publican
and sinner.
Oh! this wonderful little word now is the very essence of the Gospel!
In it is wrapped up every blessing, present and future, to him who
hears the Great Shepherd's voice. Being "translated from the
kingdom of darkness into. the kingdom of His dear Son," such are
" now light in the Lord" (Eph. v. 8). They enter into peace, " being
now justified by His blood" (Rom. v. 9). They are delivered from
the exactions of the law, and hear the gracious declaration over against
the accusations of the enemy of souls: "There is therefore NOW
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 1). To once "far off
ones," oh, what a word of comfort is this! "But now in Christ
Jesus, ye who were sometimes afar off are made nigh by the blood
of Christ" (Eph. n. 13). The living desires of the now quickened
soul are after holiness, and to each comes the precious and assuring
word, " Being now made free from sin, ye have your fruit unto holiness
and the end everlasting life " (Rom. vi. 22). The lips of every coming
sinner are able to say, " The life I now live in the flesh, I live by the
faith of the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me"
(Gal. n. 20).
May all who read these pages be enabled to testify that" God is
true," and that the Voice of majesty, love, ap.d power met their case,
reclaimed them from all their wanderings, called them to His feet,
and put the words of obedience on their lips: "When Thou saidst,
Seek ye my Face, my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek."
Such was the gracious now of their calling and seeking and finding,
and the beginning of everlasting blessings to their souls.
We have been addressing mainly God's living Family, but cannot
close this meditation without the desire and fervent prayer that
our once favoured nation might take heed unto her guilty ways,
and hear the gracious call to return and repent of her national sins
and apostasy. In reading the daily or the church papers, one has
often sorrowfully to exclaim, "Is this England ?" Is her Church
-the Church our blessed Reformers gave their lives for, that she might
be reformed and cleansed from all the idolatry and superstitions of
Rome? We need to pray indeed with one of old, "Lord, open the
eyes of England," that she may be graciously and mercifully returned
(not to so-called religion), but to an open Bible, the keeping of the
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sacred Day of Rest, and the putting away of all the idolatry so hateful
to our gracious God, Who has so favoured us in the past. We have.
had our many warning and solemn visitations. But the mercy and
19n9suffering of our God still waits. He has not wholly given us up.
May we, indeed, and in truth, as a nation, take heed unto our ways,
and hear His voice calling us to " seek ye the Lord whilst He is to be
found, and call ye upon Him whilst He is near," lest the day of gracious
and· merciful opportunity be for ever past! "Behold, now is the
accepted time; now is the day of salvation."

R.

ARMINIANISM.

.,

" DR. CUNNINGHAM seems to us to have happily hit off the real inward- .
ness of the Arminian error when he says: 'It is not very difficult
to point out what may fairly enough be described as the fundamental
characteristic principle of Arminianism-that which Arminianism
either is, or has a strong and constant tendency to become; and
. this is, that it is a scheme for dividing or partitioning the salvation
of sinners between God and sinners themselves, instead of ascribing
it wholly, as the Bible does, to the sovereign grace of God, the perfect
and all-sufficient work of Christ, and the efficacious and omnipotent
operation of the Spirit. . .. The encroachment they make upon
the grace of God in the salvation of sinners varies, of course, according
to the extent to which they carry out their views, especially in regard
to men's natural depravity, and the nature and necessity of the work
of the Spirit in regeneration and conversion; but Arminianism,
in any form, can be shown to involve the ascription to men themselves, more directly or more remotely of a place and influence in
effecting their own salvation,. which the Bible denies to them and
ascribes to God' (Historical Theology, ii. 377, 378). This is a serious
indictment against Arminianism, for it virtually means that it robs
God of His glory in the salvation of the sinner and denies that this
salvation is all of grace from beginning to end."-(Free Presbyterian
Magazine.)

THE ETERNAL SONSHIP.
"HE (Jesus) was the Son of God before the incarnation. We must
ever hold fast the fundamental truth of the eternal, essential Sonship
of our Lord. It was the Son Who was sent into the world, and given
unto us by the Father. Thus Scripture teaches; and not that He
Who was sent and was born of the Virgin Mary thus and then became
. the Son. At the incarnation the Son of God became man (Gal. iv. 4)."(Dr. A. Saphir.)
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THE PRIESTHOOD OF CHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHlnD BY THE REV. J AMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of
Israel, and take of everyone of them a rod, according to the house
of their fathers, of all their princes according to the house of their
fathers, twelve rods: write thou every man's name upon his rod.
And thou shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi: for one
rod shall be for the head of the house of their fathers. And thou
shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the congregation, before the
testimony, where I will meet with you. And it shall come to pass,
that the man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and I will
make to cease from Me the murmurings of the children of Israel,
whereby they murmur against yoU."-NUMBERS xvii. 1-5.

.THE subject contained in this chapter very remarkably suits the
season of the year which brings before us the great central truth of
Divine revelation-the resurrection of Christ from the dead. This
chapter is full of resurrection truth; it pertains to the Priesthood of
Christ, the pre-eminent Priesthood of Christ. We may say at the
outset concerning priesthood that that alone is true priesthood which
can give life to the dead. That is a test. The test of priesthood
in fact is this, Can it give life to the dead ~ The Priesthood of Christ
challenges test on that principle. Now in those typical days when
Israel was passing through the wilderness, God largely taught His
people the Gospel by means of types. There arose, as we were reading
this morning, a murmuring amongst the tribes, especially amongst
the tribe of Levi, and of those amongst the tribe of Levi who were
not called to the pre-eminent priesthood of the law that pertained by
the revealed will of God to Aaron and his family. The whole tribe
of Levi was a tribe of priesthood, the priesthood was restricted to
that tribe. They were allowed no earthly inheritance; the Lord, it
is said, was their Inheritance. God bestowed upon them so high and
holy and distinguished a privilege in calling that tribe to the priesthood that He would teach them and also teach the other tribes how
highly privileged these people were. But as I have said, the High
Priesthood was restricted to the house and family of Aaron. Now
some of the other Levites, as we were hearing, murmured against
God's arrangement and they claimed an equality with Aaron's family
regarding priesthood. God resented this and made an example of
the murmurers, visiting them with condign public judgment. The
earth swallowed up large numbers of them alive and others were
burned to death by a judgment of fire from God. And then those
that survived murmured against Moses and Aaron and held them
guilty of having brought about the death of their brethren. God
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again expressed His severe displeasure at this presumption, for in
reality they were fighting against Him rather than against His dear
servants, Moses and Aaron, and He caused a fatal plague to break
o_ut amongst that people, and we are told in the forty-ninth verse
of the sixteenth of Numbers, that there died in the plague no fewer
than fourteen thousand seven hundred persons, "beside them that
died about the matter of Korah." "And Aaron returned unto Moses,
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation; and the plague
was stayed."
Now this, then, was the great controversy which prevailed at this
time in Israel, Who is to be priest? To whom does the priesthood
properly belong? Is it not common to us all? Certain numbers of
them, like Korah and others, had had appointed to them a special
ministry connected with the tabernacle, they were privileged to draw
very near to God-speaking ceremonially-but there was just the
priesthood withheld from them. And here let me say in passing, that
there is a great distinction to be drawn between ministry and priesthood. And it is because in these last days men are confounding these
two things which differ, that false claims are being set up by a caste
of religious teachers who claim to be priests, whereas they are nothing
other but ministers-if indeed they are called of God by His grace
to preach the Gospel, to feed His flock, the flock of slaughter, the
sheep and the lambs of the flock. They are but ministers, because
God has set apart One grea~ High and All-sufficient Priest for His
purposes, and if Christ Who is that great and glorious High Priest
met all the conditions God Himself has laid down, then surely it is
not for any man, or any number of men, or any caste of men, to
claim the priesthood. This is very important, and I trust my young
friends always draw a distinct and emphatic line of division between
ministry and priesthood. When the Lord Jesus Christ· ascended up
OD high, as we read in the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the
Ephesians, He received. gifts, gifts for men, ministerial gifts I emphatically say, not sacerdotal gifts, no, nor ecclesiastical gifts, but spiritual
gifts, and these in the way of ministry. Hence it is said, "He gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers"; but you see there are no priests amongst
the gifts that the ascended Christ recei ved, and which He consequently
and subsequently gave to His Church, and continues still to give,
and so long as He has a Church on earth will not withhold from giving.
I say again, He has given in this Gospel Dispensation a ministry,
an evangelical ministry, and not a sacerdotal priesthood. N oir this
Korah 'and his company of Levites were ministers, but they claimed
the priesthood in addition to their ministry and the office which God
had appointed them in connection with the tabernacle service, and
God would bring the thing to' an issue, God would have it settled
once for ever that there must be no altercation about this weighty
matter, that it must be laid down definitely and upon principle and
let alone for ever afterwards. The seventeenth chapter of Numbers
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records the manner of procedure which Jehovah adopted in bringing
the question to a final settlement. He commands that twelve rods
should be gathered from the twelve tribes, each prince of each tribe
should bring a rod with the name of the tribe it represented written
upon it, and Moses should take these twelve rods at their hands, Aaron's
rod being amongst them but not inscribed, mark you, with the name
of Levi, the tribal name, but inscribed with the personal name of
Aaron. These twelve rods Moses received and by God's command,
as we have been reading to-night, he laid them up in the tabernacle,
and there they were left for a whole night, to be visited in the morning, .
that God might then through the instrumentality of one of these
rods declare His mind concerning the priesthood. Who is to be the
priest 1 was the question at issue, and God would once speak in His
holiness on the subject that all contention might thereafter cease.
I said just now with intention that the secret of true priesthood
is to be found in its power to confer,life on the dead, and that really
is the test involved in connection with these twelve rods. Let us
follow out as we may, by the Lord's help, the main points enforced
here. First, these rods were to be laid up before the Lord, all of them,
twelve of them, before the Lord, and Aaron's rod lay among them.
To all outward appearance they were all of them equally lifeless rods,
to all outward appearance. Now I want you to see the type here
if the Lord help us. The Lord Jesus is represented in Scripture
historically as having been laid among the dead. When He bowed
His blessed Head and gave up the ghost a grave was found for Him
and He was numbered amongst the dead. He not only to all appearance was dead even as others, but He was dead even as others, for
Christ's death was real, it was no simulation of death on His part,
as certain heretics have in past ages taught; that is not in the Creed.
We say emphatically, " He was crucified, dead, and buried," as though
it was not enough to say, "He was crucified, and was buried," no,
" He was crucified, dead, and buried," to meet that old gnostic heresy
that Christ only simulated death and did not in fact die. I might
say in passing, that at any rate the chief articles in the several Creeds
which from time to time you recite in your worship, are directed
against heresies and false doctrines and traditions and inventions of
men in past ages of the Church's history, hence it is that they possess
specific value and every sentence in them can be accounted for. How
important that we should never read them off as mere matters of
form, but thoughtfully seek to know what those errors may have
been in order to our increase of knowledge in testifying against them.
These rods, these apparently dead rods, were laid up throughout the
night. Jesus was not only crucified, was not only dead, but, I repeat,
was buried. On the cross He was numbered with transgressors and
in His death His grave was made with the rich. Whether there were
other and numerous caves and sepulchres and graves in the immediate
neighbourhood of the grave or sepulchre which Joseph of Arimathea
had prepared in his garden for himself and his family, we cannot say,
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but there is a strong probability that the whole neighbourhood of
Jerusalem was excavated, as recent explorations have shown. Many
acres of land in the open, outside the walls of Jerusalem, are still
s~t apart as places of sepulchre. I have visited it and seen this for
myself. The Jews have their own, and the Moslems have their own,
and the Protestant Christians have their own-their own places of
burial, all outside the walls. But be that as it may-whether there
were or not numerous graves in the vicinity of the grave which Joseph
of Arimathea had excavated-Jesus was numbered with the dead,
consequently it is said in the fifteenth of First Corinthians that He
was the firstfruits of them that slept-the first in resurrection from
among the dead. Now these rods were laid up throughout the dark
night, they were laid up before the Lord, that is, in the sacred Place
where the Lord was wont to dwell. And then took place in the stillness
of the night, without the hand of man being present, or the eye of
man to witness the process-there took place a wondrous manifestation in one of the deposited rods, a change, a marvellous organic
change, which only Divine power could have wrought. Remember,
.God had Himself undertaken the responsibility of settling this question,
the work is to be His work and the issue is to be for His glory. Now
when Moses visited the tabernacle in the morning-we read it in the
eighth verse-" it came to pass n the morrow Moses went into the
tabernacle of witness; and, behold "-this is something for particular
notice, this is full of instruction, and therefore the Holy Ghost exclaims
"behold," behold the miracle that has been wrought by the power
of God in the still hours of the night, in the absence of all men, Moses
and Aaron included-" the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was
budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded
almonds." Now is. not that a very beautiful type of resurrection
life 1 Is it not at once distinctive of the resurrection of Christ, the
great High Priest, from the dead 1 I t does appear to me to assert
.in clear emphatic language that the resurrection of Christ from the
dead is God's own seal set upon the claims of Christ to be the High
Priest of His people, the sole High Priest of His Church, therefore
excluding all other claims of priesthood. Notice the process-first the
rod of Aaron had budded. This to my mind speaks of life inherent.
And so when the Lord Jesus Christ lay in the tomb, remember He
continued in that human form, in that human spiritless form, to be
God. When that blessed body of Christ was laid in the grave that
:body was not laid there as separate ·from the Godhead any more
than the disembodied spirit of Christ was separated from the Godhead.
No dissolution could in the nature of the case occur as between the
Godhead and the divided body and spirit of Jesus. There was life
instinct, inherent, in that too, although the body that lay there was
dead, an emphatically lifeless body. The spirit that had animated
it had departed from it. Jesus dismissed the spirit, His own spirit,
when He was on the cross. He" dismissed" or "sent away" the
spirit, as the Greek in that place signifies. "He gave up the ghost,"
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the old-fashioned word for spirit; He sent away His own spirit, for
remember we all, and we shall remember it if we are saved people
throughout eternity, that the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus on the cross
was His own act and deed. Speaking of His life which was the essence
of His sacrifice for sin, He said, " No man taketh it from Me, but
I lay it down of Myself; and "-here is life inherent, here is our first
point of the budding of the dry rod-cc and I have power to take it again."
It budded-life inherent; it blossomed-this is life effusive, the bud
has unfolded-it is a further manifestation of the reality of the life,
the resurrection life.
You have read with care, doubtless, the several inspired
accounts in the Gospels of the resurrection of Jesus from the tomb,
and you have noticed that no one actually witnessed His breaking
forth from the tomb. When the disciples arrived the event was over.
No one was present of His dear people to witness the coming forth
of their great Redeemer from the prison-house of judgment. This
was the work of God. There was no one present in the tabernacle
who witnessed the bursting forth of those buds and those after
blossoms; and we are left in the dark of mystery as to what process
operated in the case of Jesus in the tomb, and we must let it alone
for ever. It blossomed. Oh, the life grew, the resurrection became
an increasing blessed reality until the supreme moment when a Hand
from heaven rolled away the stone of the sepulchre and Jesus came
forth the Head of a new creation; Jesus came forth at the command
of His Father. "I will declare the decree," said the Father, " Thou
art My Son; this day "-this resurrection day-" have I begotten
Thee." Read the one-hundred-and-tenth Psalm in connection with
that other blessed second Psalm and you will see how He came forth
in assertion of His Melchizedek Priesthood. "Thy people shall be
willing in the day of Thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb
of the morning "-this is the resurrection morning when He came
forth, I say again, the Head 6f the new creation. He rose not alone;
that passage in the fifth of Ephesians asserts otherwise which reads
thus, " We are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones."
" Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power," and you
know it is said in the first of Romans, the fourth verse, that He was
" Declared to be the Son of God with power" by His resurrection
from the dead. ~'Crucified through weakness" but raised again by
the power, and in the power, and as the power of God. "Thou hast
the dew of Thy youth. The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent;
'Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek." Here we
have in the fruit He bore, life prolific. First we had life inherent,
next we had life effusive in the blossom, now we have the fruit, the
prolific effects of the resurrection from the dead, further illustrated
in the twelfth of John, in the twenty-fourth verse, where Jesus says,
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit." And so the rod, Aaron's rod, was numbered with the dead,
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to outward appearance no difference between it and the other rods;
when, however, the morning appeared, a wondrous distinctive change
was every way traceable. Life characterized the one rod, death
still reigned supreme over the other dry, sapless rods that the eleven
tribes had presented before God, fo'r the priesthood was restricted
to the tribe of Levi and to the house of Aaron. So in the Antitype
the High Priesthood of Christ has been restricted to the Son of God,
the Son of man, for ever and ever-no rival, no competitor, no one
even to share in His resurrection High Priesthood. He can give life,
this is of the essence of His Priesthood, and this is it that constitutes
it the true Priesthood-that He can give life to the dead. What are
all these innumerable claimants for the priesthood in these last days
able to produce by way of credentials, by way of evidence? We
ask, where are your credentials? How do you prove that you possess
these spiritual powers of the high priesthood? Are you able to give
life to the dead? Can you quicken your own souls? Can you quicken
even the bodies of men, to say nothing of their souls? They speak
of a power to absolve fellow-sinners from their sins! Why, when
Jesus clai~ed that power on earth He was willing to subject His claim
to a reasonable test, as in the case of the paralytic man who was let
down through the roof by his four believing friends into the midst
of the congregation where Jesus was. And as he lay prostrate and
helpless at the feet of Jesus, Jesus spake the word and commanded
him to arise and take up his bed and go. There were those presentthe enemies of Christ-ewho had murmured; there was something that
took place first, dear friends. He had first touched the secret of that
man's need, and the source of that man's suffering. "Son," said He,
"be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee." "Who is this that
forgiveth sins? Who can forgive sins but God only? " they murmured. Jesus heard it, and He then proceeded to submit His claims
on earth to forgive sins by healing the man's· body. "Whether,"
said He, "is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say,
Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of man hath
power-hath power-on earth to forgive sins (then saith He to the
sick of the palsy) Arise. . . ,." and he arose before them all. The
argument of Jesus in that place is, Which is easier to do, to heal this
man's soul, or to heal this man's body? " I have healed his soul.
I have in the authority of My Priesthood, or anticipated Priesthood,
absolved this man from his sins, but My act in its effect is an invisible
act, you cannot see that man's cleansed soul, you cannot see that
man's conscience now at peace with God, and therefore will I give
you an outward proof. The work I am about to perform is vastly
inferior to the one I have already invisibly accomplished, and therefore I say to this poor ma,n in his bodily suffering, Be whole." I say
Jesus, when He claimed the exercise of His power to forgive sins, and
it was challenged, willingly sJIbjected His claim to that reasonable
test. But this is what we cannot get our latter-day" priests" to do.
I have often urged it myself, " Go to the hospital and heal some of
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the poor suffering bodies that are lying on those beds,there, and until
you do that and produce that, you have not the power to do the greater
thing-to put away the sins of men." Now, dear friends, the question
- of the priesthood is the leading question which is dividing professing
Christians in o~r country, and determining who is on the Lord's side;
and unless we are clear in our judgment in this secret of the Spirit,
and have informed our judgment upon this vital truth, Who is the
sole Priest and Mediator between us and God, we are liable to be
led astray by the sophistries and inventions of men, " men of corrupt
minds," men of reprobate minds" concerning the faith." Oh, may
God give us faith to see in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead
a sole and. all-sufficient proof that His claims to be the High Priest
are according to God, and it is to Him and to Him alone that we
are to look, and men should look, for life and for life more abundant.
One sees in the processes of life of Aaron's rod how there is life, and
life increasing, and then life more abundant. . So is it in the experiences
of those who are quickened in the power of His resurrection. Oh,
the life is a growing possession, and if He give the incipient life, as
with the apparent dead rod, it is an assurance of a forthcoming bud
and blossom, and 'of an ultimate harvest.
May we look alone to Him. May we be satisfied with Jesus, and
draw by faith and prayer largely out of His all-sufficiency, giving the
glory to God to Whom salvation belongeth.

THIS IS HE.
I DARESAY that Samuel thought, when the initial difficulties of his
introduction to Jesse's 'family were overcome, that his mission would
be shortly and easily completed. When Eliab was presented to him,
as first and eldest, he said, "Surely the Lord's anointed is before
Him." But the Lord said unto Samuel, " Look not on his countenance or on the height of his stature, because I have refused him:
for the Lord seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart." Eliah's birthright
went for nothing~ his height and good looks had no weight, although
the very characteristics were so marked in the rejected Sau!' Jesse's
second son was presented: he was not the chosen, nor was Shammah,
the third, nor was anyone of the other seven. There remained one.
He was in the fields, keeping the sheep. He was the last to be
brought; and he was the one. It feels like our search for rest to
our souls. There are attractions, glories, claims, pleas, about all
that is' natural either in religion or out of it, but the heart that has
been set on finding the Lord's Anointed finds no answer in His heart
to any of them. Something is still wanted.
In a sense, Samuel was saying, "Oh, that I knew where I might
find Him." "Are here all thy children? " he asked in a sort of
perplexity, and with a blank uncertainty. No, there is one still.
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It was to find Him that Moses passed by all the beauty and the splendour
of Egypt and the glory of the world. He was keeping His sheep
in the land of their captivity, and Moses sought Him there and found
Him. I have often been struck with this-that although Samuel
was told that God held very lightly by good looks, that He pondered
the heart, the first thing that is said about David is, "Now he was
ruddy and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look
to. n No mention is made of the heart, but the Lord said, " Arise,
anoint him, for this is he." It reminds me of the hymn verse,
Ryland's I think it is,' who said, when he lost the desire of his eyes,
"No good in creatures can be found, but may be found in Thee."
They who find Him find all the beauty that there is, not in heaven
only, but in the earth beneath also. "Have I been a barren wilderness
unto you? " the Lord asks His Church by Jeremiah. If our firstborn
nature is pleased with the things around us, are not the labours and
duties of life, and its leisures and joys and helps, quite as " goodly
to look to" when" the L.ord is there"? Surely so, and a thousand
times more, for He Himself knows it all, and is not ashamed to call us
brethren.
Samuel said, "We will not sit down till he come hither." May
we, indeed, say so about the Chiefest of ten thousand, finding no
search too long or too painful. He is at this moment keeping the
sheep; some are safely folded; some, and our own friends, are still
in the field. He is keeping them; He is keeping them. He is the
Anointed of the Father, the Beloved, the only Chosen One. The
Spirit of the Lord will forbid that any of His sit down in the satisfaction of their own selves. He will keep them hungry, anxious,
and questioning, until their only Saviour is revealed. There is a
. wonderful mutuality in it. He Himself will take no rest, and He will
give them none until all are gathered together at sunset. Then
David, His Servant, will be Prince among them, and the eternal
consent of heaven will be "This 'is He."
FOLLOWER-ON.

CONTINUANCE.
By J. C.

PHILPOT.

What is the test? "If ye continue in My word." If you depart
from My word, if you turn your back upon Me and upon it, if you
give the lie to this good beginning-then the issue will prove that the
light which you have is not the Light of Life, the conviction which
you have is not the work of the Spirit, the faith you profess is not
wrought by Divine power, but is of the flesh, and as it is of the flesh
will perish with the flesh. Thus there is nothing in the words of
our gracious Lord to imply that continuance in the word will give
us, as of itself, a place in the bosom of God which we should not
otherwise have, or write our name in the Book of Life which would
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not otherwise be written there, or grant to us an interest in the blood
of Christ which otherwise would not have been granted.
It is plain even upon common principles of sense and reason, that
_ continuance in a thing was not the original cause of our being in it.
We find, for instance, a daily continuance of our bodies in life, but
this continuance did not at first call us into being. We see the sun
continue its daily round, the seasons continue their annual course,
night and day continue to succeed each other in regular order, but
we well know that there must have been a beginning to all these
movements, and that this beginning was quite distinct from their
continuance.
Continuance, therefore, in what is good, merely shows that the
beginning was good. If the sun did not continue to rise and set, if
the seasons did not continue to maintain their annual course, if day
and night did not continue to succeed each other in due regularity,
we should conclude that there was something faulty in their original
creation and constitution. Thus we see that right continuance is
a test of a living faith, but not as making a beginning to be right
by gradually changing nature into grace.
Now let us apply these thoughts to the subject before us. Why
is it, say of two persons who seem to begin much in the same way,
with some light in the understanding, some convictions of conscience,
some coming out of the world, and some reception of Divine truth,
one continues and is saved, and the other falls away and is lost ~
This is not a matter of mere theory or speculation, but one of constant
observation. We must have seen it again and again in very many
instances. How many whom we have personally known, seemed for
a time to run well 1 Like blossoms on a tree, they promised fruit;
like young recruits in an army they seemed likely to make good soldiers,
and we gladly hailed them as fellow-travellers and fellow-pilgrims to
the heavenly Zion. But where are some of them now 1 Gone back
into the world, fallen into error, given up to the power of sin, and
even abandoning the very profession of truth.
Now why is this, and how are we to explain why some fall away
and perish and others continue and are saved 1 If once we admit
the fall of man and how ruined and helpless is the creature; if once
we allow the sovereignty of God and that none can be saved but by
His distinguishing grace; the reason is plain at once to an enlightened mind and a believing heart, and I have no hesitation in plainly
and boldly declaring it to be my firm and fixed conviction.
The only reason, then, why some continue and are saved, whilst
others fall away and are lost, is because the Lord the Spirit begins
a work of grace upon their hearts in consonance with the eternal
will of God and His purposes of mercy towards them. Nay, I will
go a step further and say that because life was given to them in
Christ their Covenant Head before the foundation of the world, life
is given them in time by the operation of the Spirit, that they may
have a spiritual capacity to inherit and a meetness to enjoy that
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eternal life to which they were thus predestinated. This seems hard
doctrine to the world, and is often bitterly assailed as exclusive and
unjust; but. nothing can be more plain from Scripture. Take, for
instance, that remarkable passage in Romans viii., "For whom He
dia foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.
Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and
whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He justified
them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 29, 30).
Now what conclusion must we draw from this chain of blessings
which seems to link eternity past and eternity to come 1 What says
the apostle as his comment upon it 1 "What shall we say to these
things 1" Shall we deny them, contradict them, disbelieve them,
rebel against them? Is it not better for us to say with him, if we
have any testimony to our calling and justification, "If God be for
us, who can be against us 1 "
But if this doctrine be true, then there is a conclusion to be drawn
from it which brings us to this point. Where there are not any such
purposes of grace, there-whatever men may profess-there is no
work of grace upon the heart, no heavenly light in the understanding,
no Divine life in the soul, and. therefore no root to their religion;
and there being no root, it is with it as with a plant or tree put into
the ground without a root which soon withers away and dies. You
may take a branch of a tree and put it into the ground and well water
it, it will look well for a day or two, but unless the shoot strikes root
into the soil, its life and freshness is only a matter of a few days.
Having no root, it can draw no nutriment into itself from earth or
air and therefore withers away and dies. So it is with a religion
of which God is not the author. Wanting a Divine origin, there is
no root to it. "The root of the matter is found in me," says Job.
But where this root is wanting, there can be no endurance and therefore no salvation, for only he who endureth to the end shall be saved.
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FLOCKING TO OBTAIN A DOLE.
A MINISTER was walking through a village when he met several women
going in the opposite direction. He thought something unusual must
be on foot and asked one of the women what was taking place. He
found that a certain dole was being distributed. It transpired that
every five years a dole of two and sixpence was given to the people of
the village. Every year also a dole of three and sixpence is given, and
once a year there is a bread dole, when a loaf of bread is given to each
applicant. These doles are no doubt valued, and as the people are
poor, they are glad of the help thus received. No fault can be found
with them for availing themselves of these little temporal helps. The
minister, however, could not help wishing that those who make a point
of congregating for a dole would also make a point of gathering on the
Lord's day to hear the Word of God. But for the most part people
will be keen on obtaining some temporal benefit, and will not allow the
weather to hinder them from attending the place where it is obtainable,
but they have no desire and no relish for the things which appertain
to their spiritual well-being. It is painful to hear the flimsy excuses
which are often made for not coming to hear the Gospel of the grace
of God. How true it is that the majority are concerned much" for
the meat that perisheth," and are wholly indifferent to "that meat
which endureth unto everlasting life" (John vi. 27). Oh, that larger
numbers hungered for" the Bread of life."
WONDERFUL LOVE.
" Thy love to me was wonderful. "-2 SAMUEL i. 26.
"COME, dear readers, let each one of us speak for himself of the
wonderful love, not of Jonathan, but of Jesus. We will not relate
what we have been told, but the things which we have tasted and
handled-of the love of Christ. Thy love to me, 0 Jesus, was wonderful when I was a stranger wandering far from Thee, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind. Thy love restrained me from
committing the sin which is unto death, and withheld me from selfdestruction. Thy love held back the axe when Justice said, 'Cut
it down! why cumbereth it the ground?' Thy love drew me into
the wilderness, stripped me there, and made me feel the guilt of
my sin, and the burden of mine iniquity. Thy love spake thus comfortably to me when I was sore dismayed-' Come unto Me, and I will
give thee rest.' Oh, how matchless Thy love when, in a moment,
Thou didst wash my sins away, and make my polluted soul, which
was crimson with the blood of my nativity, and black with the grime
of my transgressions, to be white as the driven snow, and pure as
the finest wool."-(C. H. Spurgeon's Evening Readings, Feb. 1st.)
One of the Lord's people, now in heaven, a godly and devoted
wife and mother, wrote in pencil in the margin of the above extract,
"TRUE INDEED!" She had felt Christ's love in her own experience.
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"WHO MAKETH THEE TO DIFFER ~ "
(1 COR. iv. 7.)
A STRIKING commentary on these words is afforded by two name~
taken from a Birmingham School List of Midsummer 1893, which
lies before me. Amongst the names in the First Class (now-a-days
the Sixth Form), appears" Barnes, E. W.," winner of sundry exhibitions, scholarships, and prizes, a brilliant scholar and mathematician,
widely known now, forty-five years later, as the Bishop of Birmingham.
What comparison could profita1.?ly be drawn, the reader may well
say, between a gifted young man just about to proceed to his university,
and a boy of eleven years of age, the writer, whose name figures in
the Thirteenth Class, at the very bottom of the school? The Lord
was pleased to deal in mercy with the boy.
Having completed his school course without distinction, he went
into business, and having been brought up in a religious family, he
was persuaded to teach in a Sunday School, and eventually to take
a Bible Class, in which he was one day rebuked by a young man for
his modernist teaching. (That same young man he met quite recently
in a tram, and learned with gladness that his former Bible Class member
is now himself a preacher of the· Gospel.)
But mark the means that the Lord used in bringing the writer
into a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. A Quaker bookseller
in the providence of God lent him, as " a curious book that will perhaps
'interest you," Huntington's Kingdom of Heaven taken by Prayer,
and though read at first with prejudice and dislike, the Holy Spirit
was at work, " the set time to favour Zion" was come, and it could
not be laid down, but was read again with more understanding, and
a desire created to know more of the "purpose of God according t·o
election.',
The next step in the wise ruling and guidance of a Sovereign God was
that" his hap was to light on" a bookseller's" Penny Box" containing
Kershaw's Memoirs, and so well did he read this delightful book,
over which John Gadsby wept and laughed" with gratitude and
real delight," that he could almost repeat portions from memory,
and there he read of Elisha Cole's Sovereignty of God, and set about
a search which lasted for months, before finding it at last in another
" Penny Box." How graciously his heart and mind were confirmed
in the precious doctrines of grace, as he compared this book with
the Scriptures of Truth, until he could say,
"Election, 'tis a word Divine,
For, Lord, I plainly' see,
Had not Thy choice prevented mine,
I ne'er had chosen Thee."

And so to the present day, through distinguishing mercy and favour,
the boy who was nobody is priveged to preach as a Supply the doctrines
of grace.
" Who mak~th thee to differ ?" "Salvation is of the Lord."
S. C. NAISH.
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THE HOUR OF SATAN AND OF THE UNGODLY.
By BISHOP

J. C.

RYLE.

"WE read that our Lord said to His enemies when they took Him,
, This is your hour and the power of darkness' (Luke xxii. 53). The
sovereignty of God over everything done upon earth is absolute and
complete. The hands of the wicked are bound until He allows them
to work. They can do nothing without His permission. But this
is not all. The hands of the wicked cannot stir one moment before
God allows them to begin, and cannot stir one moment after God
commands them to stop. The very worst of Satan's instruments are
working in chains. He could not touch Job's property or person
until God allowed him. He could not prevent Job's prosperity
returning when God's designs on Job were accomplished. Our Lord's
enemies could not take and slay Him until the appointed' hour' of
His weakness arrived. Nor could they prevent His rising again, when
the hour came in which He was declared the Son of God with power,
by His resurrection from the dead (Rom. i. 4). When He was led
forth to Calvary, it was' their hour.' When He rose victorious from
the grave, it was His.
"The verses before us throw light on the history of believers in
ages gone by, from the time of the apostles down to the present day.
They have often been sorely oppressed and persecuted, but the hand
of their enemies has never been allowed entirely to prevail. The
, hour' of their trials has generally been succeeded by a season of
light. The triumph of their enemies has never been entire and complete. They have had their' hour,' but they have had no more.
After the persecution about Stephen came the conversion of St. Paul.
After the martyrdom of John Huss came the German Reformation.
After the Marian persecution came the establishment of English
Protestantism. The longest night has had its morning. The sharpest
winters have been followed by spring. The heaviest storms have
been changed for blue sky.
" Let us take comfort in these words of our Lord, in looking forward
to our own future lives. If we are followers of Christ, we shall have
an 'hour' of trial, and it may be a long hour, too. But we may
rest assured that the darkness shall not last one moment longer than
God sees fit for us. In His good time it shall vanish away. 'At
evening time there shall be light.'
" Finally, let us take comfort in these words of our Lord, in looking
forward to the future history of the Church and the world. Clouds
and darkness may gather round the ark of God. Persecutions and
tribulations may assail the people of God. The last days of the
Church and world will probably be their worst days. But the' hour '
of trial, however grievous, will have an end. Even at the worst we
may boldly say, 'The night is far spent and the day is at hand'
(Rom. xiii. 12)."-.(Expository Thoughts on Luke, Vo!. 11, pp. 431433.)
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MRS. LANCASTER'S RUG.
TImRE is an invalid woman whom I often go to see whom I will call
Mrs. Lancaster, from the name of the street she lives in. Her's is
a small house in a row of others all the same,. and here she lives quite
comfortably. I have been to see her so often thatI know her bedroom
very well indeed, and I should be disappointed if I missed any familiar
thing from it. There is the clock for inst.ance; it is a peculiar clock,
for it only goes when it is put on its side; so there it lies, ticking
away as cheerfully as possible.
But the other day I found something new in Mrs. Lancaster's room.
It was my feet that told me. I had gone round to the side of the
bed next to the fire, and I suddenly felt beneath me, instead of the
cold thinness of an old strip of carpet, the thick heavy pile of a luXurious
rug. "Why, Mrs. Lancaster! " I exclaimed, "what a lovely rug! "
"Yes," she replied heartily, "but you'd never believe how that
was made." I looked down at the rug, which had a design of a great
. many different colours. "Isn't it made from wool?" I asked, "cut
lengths of wool hooked into· canvas?" "Yes," said Mrs. Lancaster,
"that's what it is, and 'twas our Emily done it. But you'd· never
guess where the wool came from! Every single bit of it is out of
old knitted things, jumpers and suchlike, that were absolutely worn
out. They weren't fit for anything at all, but just to be thrown away.
But Emily unpicked them all and cut the wool and turned it into
that rug. There's not a piece of wool in it that wasn't quite worthless." Mrs. Lancaster made this long speech slowly, for she has
not mucl;l breath to spare, and she looked down proudly at her daughter's
handiwork.
Well, I could not say enough in praise of the rug. To think that a
collection of worn out worthless garments should be turned into such
a thing of beauty and use! It was wonderful to me; especially as
it flashed into my mind that there was a parable in the story.
Perhaps you will think it is strange to read a spiritual meaning
into the story of Mrs. Lancaster's rug. But the Lord Jesus did
not hesitate to use the most homely things about Him to illustrate
His teaching. Did He not speak of the candlestick and the fishing
net, of the yeast and the mustard seed? So this is the interpretation
of my parable. The finished beautiful rug is the whole glorious
Church of God, and the lengths of worthless wool are the guilty
sinners saved by grace of which that Church is made up. For the
word "Church" means a set of people called out to be separate from
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others, and it is used to mean the whole body of people whom Jesus
came to save. Like the bits of wool which Mrs. Lancaster said were
all "quite worthless," so the different members of Christ's Church
- were all " quite worthless." "Only fit to be thrown away," said the
old woman. Not one of the people of God has the slightest merit or
worth. Not only does the Bible tell us so, but they themselves know
it, and confess it. Job said he was vile; Isaiah found himself undone;
David's sin was ever before him; Paul called himself the chief of
sinners. You will find just the same confession on the lips of all
God's children. Read the hymns that godly men and women have
written, or their diaries, never meant for other eyes to see; all agree
in acknowledging that even their righteousnesses are filthy rags.
But perhaps. this is a difficulty to you. How could Paul call himself" the chief of sinners" when everybody could see that he was
a very good man? And the writers who so constantly refer to their
guilt and worthlessness, such as Newton and Hart and Toplady,
and many others, all lived holy lives, devoted to the service of God,
and doing their duty in the eyes of the world. Whereas you might
think from their hymns that they were the worst of criminals!
I think the secret of the matter is this. There is not one child
of God who has nqt had some glimpse of the holiness of God; and
when by the light of that infinite purity he sees his own heart, he shrinks
in horror from it, as from a cesspool of filth. The more the believer
knows of God and His holiness, the more is he conscious of his own
worthlessness and helplessness. He feels completely sure that he
can do nothing of himself to help himself. Nothing that he can do
can save his soul. For his sins are red like scarlet; how can he ever
do anything to make them white as snow?
Here is the Gospel of the grace of God; when the Holy Spirit
shines into the soul and shows how loathsome it is beside the holiness
of God, He always leads to the Fountain which is open for sin and for
uncleanness. What is that fountain? It is the precious blood of
Christ, poured forth on the cross when He delivered up His body
as an Atonement for the sins of. all those who believe in Him; in
that fountain they are cleansed; scarlet and crimson though they
are, they become whiter than snow.
Mrs. Lancaster's rug was not an unfinished piece of work; there
was "not a hole in the canvas without its proper piece of wool. And
not one of the children of God will be missing in that great day when
the Lord Jesus will present unto Himself "a glorious Church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing . . . holy and without
blemish."
DAMARIS.

.
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_ In ftlemotiam.
]}fR. ARTHUR WARREN.

,

1

WE deeply regret to have to record the death of Mr. Arthur Warren,
of Mount Pleasant, Catherington Hill, Horndean, Portsmouth. He
was called Home on March 1st, and the news reached us on March 7th.
We first became acquainted with Mr. Warren and his dear sister
many years ago, when they took a house at Batheaston, near Bath, and
attended our ministry at Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath. It was
a great encouragement to discover that they valued the doctrines of
Grace and had come to Bath to attend a ministry, the testimony of
which was impregnated with those great truths. For a considerable
time we enjoyed the Christian fellowship of these friends. Then Mr.
Warren took a farm in Canada, and for about fifteen years, Canada was
their earthly home. During all that time Mr. Warren kept up a
correspondence with us, and he was a great lover and friend of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Eventually he and his sister returned to England,
and took up their abode at the address given above. He was concerned that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE should have a place in many of the
Free Libraries, and he paid for copies to be sent to Libraries where
permission was given. Both he and his sister helped financially to
further the interests of the Magazine. A few years ago, when we were
addressing meetings a~ Brighton for the Sovereign Grace Union, they
both came over from Portsmouth, and we had the privilege of renewing
their acquaintance. Now at last the Lord has been pleased to call His
servant to his eternal Home. Our readers will be interested to read
the letter which follows, telling of his Home-call. We would only add
that our tender Christian and prayerful sympathy is extended to
Miss Warren, the last surviving relative of the family. May the Lord
Himself comfort and cheer her in her loneliness. We subjoin the
letter mentioned above:
"36, ROCHESTER ROAD,
"SOUTHSEA, HAN'l'S.,
" 1~larch 4th, 1938~
"DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" I have been asked by Miss Warren to convey to you the sad news
of the 'Passing' of her brother, and our brother in the Lord, Mr.
Arthur Warren, of Mount Pleasant, Catherington Hill, Horndean,
Hants, on March 1st, 1938.
"Mr.. Warren was taken to the Royal Hospital, Portsmouth, in
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much pain at 4.0 a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 20th, ;l.nd was operated upon
on the 22nd, and although he was comfortable, he was very weak
until the 26th, when he became weaker till March 1st, when at 2.0 p.m.
he put off the' Old Man' of sin and death, aged 76 years.
" It was the writer's privilege to visit him every day from Feb. 23rd,
and he never wearied of speaking well of a precious Christ. He had
a strong faith, and a blessed unwavering assurance of his interest in
the Person and finished work of the Lord Jesus. We had sweet converse about the Friend of sinners, and he declared, ' He well deserves
the name of Friend,' and when describing his condition a few hours
before passing into the Presence of his Lord, he said 'he was in the
furnace of affliction, but what a mercy there was no furnace of the
wrath of God for the redeemed of the Lord. For there Was no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus although there was much
infirmity and affiiction.' He told me, and so has Miss Warren, that
they sat under your n;linistry at Bath for some years until they went to
Canada, where our brother farmed for about fifteen years.
"While in Canada he was much troubled by a famine of God's
preached Word, for there was no visible Church that he could have
fellowship with, and he experienced great difficulty in obtaining that
suitable literature which the Spirit-taught soul delights in.
" Both he and Miss Warren have told me that the only readable
literature that they received was a large parcel of Magazines which the
eldest daughter of the late Rev. James Ormiston sent to them, and
also literature of the Sovereign Grace Union. Miss Warren is the
last surviving relative.
" You know, Sir, better than I do, how our departed friend loved
the doctrines of Free and Sovereign Grace, as proclaimed in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and how he tried to get the Chief Librarian of Portsmouth
Public Libraries to place a copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in every
Public Reading Room, and although he failed in this, he himself has
placed a copy every month for many years in our Central Public
Library Reading Room.
"His remains were laid to rest this afternoon in Catherington
Churchyard.
"I am certain the friends in Portsmouth and the surrounding
district would esteem it a great favour from you, Sir, if some little
notice of our Brother's passing could be put into the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
" With kindest regards,
"Yours sincerely,

"E. H. DOWLAND."
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. tBtote~tantl13tatOn.
LORD HUGH CECIL AND CO-OPERATION.
IN an article in the- Ohurch Times, the leading Anglo-Catholic paper,
on the occasion of its seventy-fifth birthday, Lord Hugh Cecil says:
" It is certainly greatly to be desired ... that the controversies which
for seventy-five years and more have divided Anglo-Catholics and
Evangelicals should be recognized as utterly subordinate to their
. much more important common faith; and that for the defence of
that faith the two schools should join together in cordial co-operation."
For ourselves, we hope that, so far from joining together in cordial
co-operation with Anglo-Catholics, the breach between us should
become more definite and clear cut. One of the greatest evils of
the day is co-operation with false teachers. Our Lord says, " Beware
of false prophets," and" Beware of men." The Apostle Paul says,
" Beware of dogs"; the Apostle John says, " If there come any unto
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house,
neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is
partaker of his evil deeds" (11 John 10, 11).
We do not suggest that Evangelicals should be wanting in Christian
kindness and courtesy and gentlemanly conduct, but we are convinced
that true, definite, and distinctive Evangelicalism can have no fellowship with Anglo-Catholicism. Their differences are fundamental.
The Editor of the Ohurch Times says, in the same issue of this paper,
" The Ohurch Times stands for the English and Liberal Catholicism
which will always be associated with the name of Charles Gore."
In other words, it stands both for Sacerdotalism and a measure of
Modernism.
In a leading article on March 24th, 1871, the Ohurch Times said,
" We are contending, as our adversaries know full well) for the extirpation of Protestant. opinions and practices, not merely within the
Church itself, but throughout all England. . .. What we want is
not to force a Close or a McNeile into a popish vestment, but to make
Closes and McNeiles as extinct for the future as the dodo. We do
not care one solitary straw whether a man preaches in surplice, gown,
coat, or shirt sleeves, so long as he does not preach any sort of
Protestantism" (Ohurch Association Tracts, Vol. 11., Tract 67).
In the year 1922 the English Church Union published a Declaration
of Faith, which amongst many others, was signed by Charles Gore.
That Declaration accepted tradition as well as Scripture, as the rule
of faith. It accepted seven sacraments and apostolical succession.
It claimed that the so-called priests of the Church of England are
empowered to "offer the unbloody sacrifice of the Eucharist for both
the living and the departed," and" sacramentally to absolve sinners
who repent and confess their sins."
The Declaration said, " We affirm that, by consecration in the
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Eucharist, the bread and the wine, being blessed by the life-giving
power of the Holy Spirit, are changed and become the true body
and the true blood of Christ, and· as such are given to and received
by the faithful. We hold, therefore, that Christ thus present is to
be adored."
There is much more in this Declaration to which no real Evangelical
could subscribe. Yet Evangelicals are asked to "join together in
cordial- co-operation." How can two walk together except they
be agreed ~ "Be ye separate," is the- Apostolic injunction. Beware
of evil fellowships!

WHAT WE OWE TO THE REFORMATION.
PART

By

11.

THE LATE VENERABLE ARCHDEACON TAYLOR,
OF LIVERPOOL.

D.D.,

Sixth, the Christian Ministry.
To the Reformation we owe the restoration of the Christian ministry,
instead of a sacrificing priesthood. For several hundred years before
the Reformation, the Church of England, under Roman influence,
held that the clergy were sacrificing priests-they were ordained
as such-and, in their ordination, received a commission "to offer
sacrifice to God, and to celebrate Masses for the living and the dead "in a word, to offer the sacrifice of the Mass, which the Church of Rome
teaches is "truly propitiatory," and one with the sacrifice of Christ.
This doctrine was utterly repudiated by the Reformers in 1550.
Every trace of a sacrificial element was carefully expunged from the
Communion office, and the Ordinal, or form of ordination; and the
clergy were declared to be simply" watchmen, stewards, and messengers " of the Lord. They were no longer to be sacrificing priests ;
but preachers and pastors, conducting the public worship of the
Church;. ministering the two Scriptural sacraments which had been
retained out of the pre-Reformation seven; but, above all things,
they were to be ambassadors for Christ, preaching the everlasting
Gospel, the true key of the Kingdom of Reaven; and, as a teaching
ministry, by the exposition of the Word of God, to edify the body of
Christ.
The word" priest" in the Prayer Book simply means, as is known
to every scholar, an elder-it is the contraction of the word" presbyter."
The word which means a sacrificing priest, and which is applied to
the Jewish priests and the pagan priests in the New Testament,is
never once applied to the Christian minister, though some ten other
titles· of_ office are given to him. The Christian ministry is no longer
a celibate priesthood, but a married clergy, as were the divinely
appointed priests of the Old Testament, and are thus united to their
people by all the common ties of citizenship and family relationship:

i
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for, as the late Prince Consort once said, " The people felt that their
newly-acquired civil and religious liberties would not be safe in the
hands of any other than a married clergy, who move in and out
a!U0ng their people, the sharers and sympathisers of their j oya and
their sorrows."
Seventh, the True Idea of the Ohurch.
This, also, we owe to the Reformation-we no longer confound
the Church visible and the Church invisible as in all respects one.
We distinguish between the Church mystical and the mere outward
body. The former is the" blessed company of all faithful people."
They constitute the mystical Body of Christ; they are united to
Him, the Head, by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. They are
regenerated, renewed, and sanctified; "they are conformed to the
image of Christ; they walk religiously in good works; and, finally,
by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity."
We do not confound this spiritual body of Christ, consisting of
all true Christians in all Christian communities, with the aggregate
of visible churches, still less with anyone of them. All visible churches
are mixed bodies, consisting of good and bad. To the former alone
belong the promises, as they alone are partakers of the Life of Christ.
The Church of Rome claims to be exclusively the Church of Christ,
whereas, she is only a part, and, as we believe,. a very corrupt part
of the visible Church. Her doctrine is that Christ's true Church is
always visible as such; 'united, not only by a common faith, but also
under one special form of Government, and one visible head-the
Pope, who is, they say, the successor of St. Peter, and the Vicar of
Christ; that this Church is infallible, as is its visible head; to it,
and to it alone, belong the promises; all others who profess the
Christian religion· are heretics or schismatics, .or both; they are,
at least, non-Catholics..
The Reformation wholly rejected that view, and teaches that all
who are renewed by God's spirit, who love Christ and follow the
blessed steps of His most holy life, are true Christians, and alone constitute the Holy Catholic Church. This, we maintain, is the true
scriptural idea of the Church of Christ. In the present dispensation,
the true and the mere professors are mixed together in one outward
body, the tares and the wheat, the wise and the foolish, the good and
the wicked; sometimes the bad and the worldly are in a majority,
and therefore the whole visible Church may err, and has erred in
parts, more or less, as did the seven Churches of Asia, etc. But in
the darkest seasons, God has a faithful remnant, as the seven thousand
in the time of Elijah. These, and these alone, are properly His
Church. At the end of the dispensation, a separation will take place;
Christ will send forth his angels to gather together His elect, to take
out of his kingdom all that offend. Then shall the righteous be
manifested and the blessed company" shall shine forth as the sun
in the Kingdom of their Father."
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Eighth, Purity of Worship.
This also we owe to the Reformation. Before that event the public
worship of the Church was as is that of the Church of Rome now.
- It was an elaborate and minute ceremonial; histrionic in its characteri.e., an appeal rather to the eye than to the ear-a religious performance,
in fact. The sacred office of t];Le Mass was the chiefservice of the day,
consisting largely in action, bowing, genuflection, elevation, prostration,
censing, lighted candles, etc. The service itself purported to be a
representation of the sufferings of our Lord. The words were uttered
in Latin, most of them with the face turned from the people, and
the more sacred and solemn parts in a very low tone, so as to be
wholly inaudible. I am willing to believe that they were perfectly
sincere in this service, and believed it to be what God approved of,
but intentions cannot alter facts, or make them to be other than
they are. The Reformation abolished all that, rejected the Mass
and the doctrines whereon it rested, and completely altered the
character of the public worship, substituting for it the plain Scriptural,
simple, and, as we believe, spiritual services, which are prescribed
by our Church, in which the ear is appealed to, rather than the eye;
the reason and the understanding, rather than the emotion and the
imagination. The pulpit is prominent, not the altar; the common
and united worship of the people in the vulgar tongue, rather than
the celebration of sacred rites before them by a sacerdotal order
in a language not. understood of the people.
Ninth, Liberty, Civil and Religious.
The great result of all the foregoing, procured for us by the Reforma.tion, was liberty-spiritual, intellectual and political-freedom in its
widest extent; liberty, not licence; the sacred rights of the individual
conscience; the frank and full recognition of the right of every man
to think for himself, and to worship God as he believed right, but
without interfering with the equal rights of others. This is not
admitted by the Church of Rome.
This glorious freedom was not indeed fully realized or exercised
all at once.. It took well nigh a hundred years before the victory
was won; and, in fighting that battle, we must never forget what we
owe to the Covenanters of Scotland, and the Puritans of England.
But though the struggle was long, the victory was involved in the
very first principle of the Reformation-the open Bible, and the
right of every man to read it for himself.
To this great principle I attribute the greatness of Great Britain,
the mother of free peoples; and that principle has placed her at the
very top of imperial sovereignty. Sacerdotalism enslaves and cramps
the human mind. The open Bible and the sacred rights of conscience
emancipate and ennoble it. The superstition of the middle ages
dwarfed and degraded; the Reformation restored manhood to the
Protestant nations of Europe.
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Thus have I put before you some of the chief blessings which we
owe to the Reformation:1. The open Bible.
- 2. The pure Gospel.
3. Direct access to God.
. 4. Paradise instead of Purgatory.
5. The real presence in the heart, not on the altar.
6. The Christian ministry, not a sacrificing priesthood.
7. The true idea of the Church.
.
8. Purity of public worship.
9. Liberty-civil and religions
Thus was accomplished what Burnet says was the design of the
Reformation-" To restore Christianity to what it was at the first,
and to purify it from the errors which had sprung up in the dark
ages." This it did, and more; for the Gospel has the promise of
the life that now is, as well as of that which is to come. It gave
national prosperity, freedom, civilization, empire.
A-few words in conclusion. It is a sad reflection that these- blessings
of the Reformation are now seriously jeopardised in this glorious
country of ours. In thousands of our national churches they have
actually ceased to exist; and the work of the Reformation is undone.
There has been an extraordip.ary and alarming recrudescence of
Romanism in the Church of England, among her clergy and her people,
during the last fifty years; and thousands of her churches have been
captured for Rome, and the "counterfeit of the Mass," has been
again set up, and many of our rulers in Church and State are its
advocates and sympathisers. The mass of the people of England
seem indifferent or acquiescent.. They do not realize the danger. If
anything could open their eyes to the Romeward movement within
and without the. Church, one would think the recently published
life of Cardinal Manning, by a sincere Roman Catholic, would do so ;
when we find thatfor five years, at least, before he left the Church
of England, he spoke (to quote the words of his biographer), "with
a double voice." In public and to his penitents, he professed his
'undying confidence in the Church of England; and maintained an
anti·Roman attitude; and yet in his diary, and to his intimate
friends, he declared that he had ceased to believe in that Church,
as she had gone astray from the Catholic Church, both organically
and functionally. What an awful revelation of the inconsistency
of human nature; and yet he thought he was doing right all the
time!
In conclusion. What is our duty in reference to the present crisis?
1. Parents:· see that your children are carefully and intelligently
taught the historical facts, and -the distinctive principles of the
Reformation as I have endeavoured to place them before you in these
lectures.
.
2. Do not send your children to be prepared for Confirmation by
any clergyman whom you do not know to be loyal to the Reformation;
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lest you may find them taught in the necessity of auricular confession
and priestly absolution.
3. Young men and women, make yourselves acquainted with
- the facts and principles I have set forth. Do not take them merely
on my representation, or that of any other clergyman. Consult
original authorities yourselves. Read the Articles and Homilies
of the Church of England. Read the works of the British ReformersCranmer, Ridley, Latimer, Jewel, Edward VI., or Foxe's Book of
l\'Iartyrs, published by the Religious Tract Society. You can get
them for two shillings a volume. Do not grudge the time. It is
well worth the trouble.
4. Do not countenance by your presence, merely because of convenience, churches where the Romeward movement is in any degree
promoted; better worship God at home in your closets, though
better still to get others to join with you and plead the promise of
Matthew xviii. 20.
5. Help both financially and by personal effort every wise movement for the defence and diffusion of Reformation principles. Do
not be ashamed to take your open stand on that side in these testing
.
days.
6. Above all; be constant in daily prayer that God may open
the eyes of the rulers and people of England before it be too late ;
and to overrule the designs, deliberations, and decisions of mere
worldly politicians to the extension of true religion and the overthrow
of ignorance and superstition.
Let our motto beThe Bible only.
Jesus. only.
Faith only.
The Bible the only Rule of Faith; Jesus the only object of Faith,
the only priest, the only offering, once offered on the Cross, finished
there.
Faith the only hand that puts on Christ, the link that binds us to
Him, that works by love, purifies the heart, and overcomes the
world.

(!!OtttspOnlJenCf.
WORDS FROM A SOMERSET RECTOR.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I am very grateful to you for the very interesting and illuminating article on "The Report on Doctrine" in
the March GOSPEL MAGAZINE. To say, as members of the Commission
have said, that they can honestly repeat the literal statement of
belief in the Virgin Birth and at the same time not believe it, seems
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to me the height, or rather the depth, of absurdity. What shall
we hear next 1 What an opportunity they give for "the man in
the street" to ridicule them!
- I notice that you receive many expressions of gratitude, from
various parts, for your magazine, and I am sure I am thankful to
God and thankful to you for it. God has His lights shining in the
darkness.
Your quotations from the late Professor Machen's book are so
splendid I have ordered a copy of the book. How nice this is: "We
will say still that it is God's world, which He can create, and He
destroy, and that through Christ's grace we are safe for ever in the
arms of our heavenly Father."
Yours sincerely,
T. PITTAWAY.
Rodden Rectory,
Frome, Somerset,
March 1st, 19_38.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-Fifty years ago, my father, Mr. Charles Brider,
who originated this work in 1873, fell asleep in Jesus on Easter Sunday
morning, the first of April, 1888. He was ever wont to tell the story
of how the book mission came into being. Standing on the railway
platform wishing goodbye to an army chaplain, then on his way to the
Ashantee Expedition, a wish arose in my father's mind that he had
a box of magazines to place beside his friend, the chaplain. . Going
home, he wrote a letter to Dr. Doudney, then Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, for insertion in that magazine, sending it through Mr. .George
Cowell, who was then writing the "Wayside Notes," the father of
our dear" R," who is still spared to write the beautiful and comforting article" Wellsprings," each month. As a result of the letter
being published in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, several hundred boxes
and parcels of magazines and books reached my father for sending
out. And so there was enough for the Ashantee Expedition and also
for sending to various other missionaries to soldiers and sailors. My
own connection with the mission commenced at the end of 1886.
A friend writing says, "Enclosed is £1, with my Christian love.
I have been praying for you, dear friend, that the Lord will send
you new supporters and also help you out of all your troubles. I have
read your interesting letters in the February GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
I do like that magazine; it is so helpful to people who have no place
of worship to which they can attend on account of Romanism,
Modernism, and worldliness. It is a real Gospel treat, so sound in
its teaching, and very helpful. I do hope that you will have your
one desire, ' Occupy till He comes.' What useful work you are doing;
these days require it more than ever." A missionary to sailors writes,
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"I thank you very much for the very valuable parcel of literature
you have so kindly sent. Already I have been able to distribute it.
The calendars with the text beneath are very nice, and I hope the
_ message from God's, Word will be richly blessed." A chaplain writes,
" Many thanks for parcel of books and Christian literature, the distribution of which I trust will bear spiritual fruit in the lives of men. Sorry
you are so frail, and am praying that God will give you a renewal
of strength."
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdow'n,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, March 2nd, 1938.

lltebiews anb ftotitts of 'laooks.
I
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THE MENACE OF ROME. By W. Dunbar McConnel. Pp. 56. Price
6d.; postage lid. (The Protestant Truth Society, 31 Cannon
Street, London, E.CA.)
The author of this attractive-looking pamphlet was formerly
" Editor of the foremost Roman Catholic weekly paper, The Universe."
That was before his conversion. Naturally, when such a man writes
of "the menace of Rome," he writes as one who has "first-hand
knowledge." Limited time ,prevents our reading this pamphlet
before noticing it in our review pages, but we have sufficient confidence in Mr. Kensit to recQmmend our readers to order and read it.

FETTERS. By Mrs. K'. Freeman. Pp. 30. Price 2d. net; 2s. 4d.
per dozen, post free. (Protestant Truth Society, 31 Cannon
Street, London, E.C.4.)
This is the fourth edition of Mrs., Freeman's deeply interesting
booklet. First, Mrs. Freeman was Divinely set free from the fetters
of Judaism and later from the fetters and superstitions and errors
of Anglo-Catholicism. In the Confessional, at times for penance,
she had to say "twelve 'Our Fathers' before a crucifix, twenty
, Hail Marys' before a statue or picture," and" the sign of the' cross
made so many times on the carpet with the tongue." This illustrates
',what imitation popery means in the Church of England.

" AN old Scotch theologian was wont to say that he who understood
the two Covenants, understood the whole science of theology, and
I believe it is so."-O. H. Spurgeon.

