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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God!'-2 CORINTBIANS i. 4.

THE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST AND
OF THE UNJUST.
" And have hope toward GOD, which they themselves also allow, that
there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust."-ACTS xxiv. 15.

IN these words, spoken before Felix the governor, the Apostle Paul
declares his belief in " a resurrection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust." Even his accusers for the most part believed in this
great truth, though the Sadducees amongst them denied it. They
said, "there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit" (Acts
xxiii. 8).
The doctrine that the human spirit continues to live after death
was therefore rej ected by them. In effect they said, "When we
die we are done with." The doctrine of the resurrection was
prominent in all Paul's teaching. It was one of the great truths of
the Gospel which he preached. He says to the Corinthian saints,
" I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how
that CHRIST died for our sins according to the Scriptures; and
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according
to the Scriptures" (1 Cor. xv. 3, 4). He was himself an eyewitness
of the great truth that CHRIST had risen from the dead. He saw
the risen JESUS when He appeared to him near Damascus, and in
reference to that wondrous sight, he says, "Last of all He was
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seen of me also, as of one born out of due time" (1 Cor. xv. 8).
Moreover, he taught that the resurrection of CHRIST was the pledge
of the resurrection to glory of all His people. All in CHRIST shall
be made alive to be with the LORD in glory. "But every man
in his own order: CHRIST the firstfruits; afterward they that are
CHRIST'S at His coming" (1 Cor. xv. 23). The apostle's declaration
that there shall be a resurrection both of the just and unjust is
worthy of careful and prayerful consideration.
1. First, it is evident that he based his belief in this great truth
on the Old Testament Scriptures.
In his defence before Felix he said, "Mter the way which
they call heresy, so worship I the GOD of my fathers, believing
all things which are written in the law and in the prophets" (Acts
xxiv. 14).
Unlike many of the so-called scholars of the present day, the
apostle believed the whole of the Old Testament from Genesis to
Malachi, and he made the Old Testament Scriptures the basis of
his teaching, both about CHRIST'S atoning death and His triumphant resurrection. In reference to our LORD'S resurrection he
quoted the sixteenth Psalm (Acts xiii. 34-37). In reference to the
resurrection of CHRIST'S people he quoted the twenty-fifth of
Isaiah and the prophecy of Hosea. (See 1 Cor. xv. 54, 55; Isa.
xxv. 8; and Hosea xiv. 14.)
The doctrine of the resurrection is also taught in other parts of
. the Old Testament. It is clearly implied in Deuteronomy xxxii.
39, where the LORD says, "I kill and I make alive." Hannah, the
mother of Samuel, in reference to these words, said, "The LORD
killeth, and maketh alive: He bringeth down to the grave, and
bringeth up" (1 Sam. ii. 6).
Job looked forward to the time when in his risen body he should
see GOD (Job xix. 26).
Our LORD showed that the resurrection was implied in Jehovah's
words to Moses. Abraham, Isaac, and J acob had been dead many
years, yet the LORD did not say, "I was the GOD of Abraham, the
GOD of Isaac, and the GOD of J acob," but, "I am the GOD of
Abraham," etc. Though their bodies were in the grave, their
spirits still lived in the other world. "GOD is not the GOD of the
dead, but of the living," and the continued existence of the spirits
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of those who have died is intended to be followed by the resurrection
of their bodies. (See Matt. xxii. 31-33; Exod. iii. 6.)
Resurrection is foretold in the words, "Thy dead men shall
live, together with My dead body shall they arise" (Isa. xxvi. 19).
In Daniel's prophecy we read, "Many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt" (Dan. xii. 2).
All these passages in the Old Testament Scriptures were no doubt
familiar to the apostle, and he had no doubt of their inspired
character and of the fulfilment in GOD'S time of the predictions
concerning the resurrection of the dead. We shall do well to base
all teaching on the inspired Word of GOD, and to beware of teaching
anything of a mere sentimental character, or of being wise above
that which is written.
2. Secondly, notice that the apostle believed in the resurrection of
two distinct classes of persons.
It will be a resurrection, ' both of the just and unjust." Our
LORD divided the world at large into these two classes when He
said that His FATHER" sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust"
(Matt. v. 45). Moreover, He divided the professing Church Ji.e.,
Christendom) into these two classes in His parables. The parable
of the tares speaks of the mixed condition of CHRIST'S kingdom on
earth, consisting of "the children of the kingdom," and "the
children of the wicked one."
" The children of the kingdom" are called" the righteous," and
evidently "the children of the wicked one" are the unrighteous.
So in the parable of the sheep and the goats, our LORD speaks of
the sheep-His true people as the righteous, and inferentially the
goats are the unrighteous. (See Matt. xiii. 38, 41, 43; xxv. 34,
37, 46.)
The righteous or the just are those who, though destitute of any
righteousness of their own, are trusting in the righteousness or
,obedience unto death of the LORD JESUS CHRIST. His righteousness is imputed to them, and they are justified or declared righteous
freely by GOD'S grace through the redemption that is in CHRIST
JESUS. (See Rom. iii. 21-24; iv. 5-8, 11; v. 19; 2 Cor. v. 21.)
Such are clothed with the garments of salvation, and covered
with the robe of CHRIST'S righteousness. They are enabled to
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speak of CHRIST as" The LORD our RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jer. xxiii. 6).
Their hope is built on " nothing less than JESUS' blood and righteousness."
Their resurrection will be a resurrection in glory and to glory.
Being raised they will appear with CHRIST in glory. They shall
behold and share His' glory. They will be caught up to meet Him
and be for ever with Him in the heavenly inheritance. The just
or the righteous will include all the people of GOD in Old Testament
as well as New Testament times.
Our LORD speaks of "righteous Abel" and" all the righteous
blood shed upon the earth" (Matt. xxiii. 35).
Noah was a just or righteous man. Peter speaks of Lot as" that
righteous man" who "vexed his righteous soul from day to day"
while dwelling in Sodom (2 Peter ii. 8). J oseph, the husband of
Mary, Zacharias and Elizabeth, Simeon and J oseph of Arimathea
are all spoken of as just or righteous. Thus Old Testament saints
and New Testament saints will all alike share in the resurrection
of the just.
The unjust will also be raised from the dead. These are destitute
of the righteousness which is by faith in JESUS CHRIST. They
may" outwardly appear righteous unto men," but in GOD'S sight
they are" full of hypocrisy and iniquity" (Matt. xxiii. 28). They
trust in themselves that they are righteous, and despise others,
and as a result they may fast twice in the week, although under
the law fasting was only prescribed once a year on the day of
Atonement, and they may boast that they are not given to the
grosser sins as other men are, and especially, they may look with
contempt on a poor penitent sinner who cries to GOD for mercy,
yet they are destitute of that robe of righteousness which must
be worn by all who sit down at the marriage feast. Such people
go about to establish their own righteousness and are too selfsufficient to trust in the righteousness of CHRIST. (See Luke xviii.
9-13; Rom. x. 3.)
These are the two classes in whose resurrection the apostle
believed. Without dwelling on the point we might say that two
views are held by good men in regard to this resurrection. Some
believe that the resurrection of the just and that of the unjust will
both take place at the same time. Others believe that there are
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two resurrections, the resurrection of the just being called "the
first resurrection," and the resurrection of the unjust following a
thousand years after. They base this partly on the teaching of
Revelation xx. 4-6, 12-15. (See also Luke xiv. 14, where the
resurrection of the just is mentioned by itself.)
We do not propose to go into this difference of interpretation.
Our readers must decide for themselves. There is no doubt,
however, in the minds of both classes of interpreters that both the
just and the unjust will be raised from the dead. We were, however,
interested to notice that the great Baptist commentator of the
eighteenth century (Dr. Gill) believed in an interval between the
resurrection of the just and the resurrection of the unjust. In his
commentary on Acts xxiv. 15, he says: "Indeed there will be a
difference between the resurrection of the just and of the unjust,
both in the time of their rising; the dead in CHRIST will rise first,
at the beginning of the thousand years, the wicked not until they
are ended; and in the means and manner of their rising, they will
be both raised by CHRIST, but the one by virtue of union to Him,
the other merely by His power; the just will rise in bodies not
only immortal, and incorruptible, but powerful, spiritual, and
glorious, even like to the glorious body of CHRIST; the wicked will
rise with bodies immortal, but not free from sin, nor glorious: yea,
their resurrection will differ in the end of it; the one will rise to
everlasting life and glory, the other to everlasting shame and
damnation."
3. Thirdly, let us think of the present condition of those who have
died-the just and the unjust.
Our LORD has drawn aside the curtain which hides the unseen
world from the world in which we live. He tells us of two men
who lived'on the earth. The one was rich and the other poor. The
one was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously
every day; the other was a poor beggar desiring to be fed with
the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Eventually the
beggar, whose name was Lazarus, died, and was carried by the
angels into Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was
buried. How different, however, their state in the other world.
The rich man was in torments. "I am tormented," he said, "in
this flame." Abraham describes the vastly different state of these
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two men. "Now he (Lazarus) is comforted, and thou art tormented." Moreover, there was "a great gulf fixed" between
them making it impossible for them to pass either way from one
. to the other.
Why this great difference? The rich man was not in torments
because he had been rich, nor was the poor man comforted because
he was poor. Riches cannot buy heaven, nor does poverty exclude
from heaven. The reason of the mighty and everlasting difference
between these two men is suggested in the closing part of our LORD'S
parable. The rich man had five brethren and he suggested that
if Lazarus were sent to them he might be instrumental in saving
them from the awful fate of their brother. Abraham, however,
replied, "They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them," meaning that the Scriptures are able to make them wise
unto salvation through faith which is in CHRIST JESUS. The poor
man had through infinite grace listened to the teaching of Moses
and the prophets. He had been led to trust in the blood and
righteousness of the SAVIOUR to Whom Moses and the prophets
bare witness. He was numbered amongst the people of GOD, the
righteous. He was" rich in faith," and, therefore, an heir of the
kingdom. Because of the righteousness of CHRIST with which he
was clothed he was now in heavenly blessedness.
The rich man, GPntent with his clothing of purple and fine linen,
and trusting in his own righteousness, had rejected the garment of
CHRIST'S righteousness. Hence he was excluded from heavenly
blessedness.
Here we have the truth about those who have died. Blessed
are the dead who die in the LORD. Absent from the body they are
present with the LORD. Not so the unjust. They are excluded
from blessedness. Not all who die go to heaven. It cannot be
said of everyone who dies, "It's a happy release for him." Yet
how many thousands are deluded by this idea. They imagine that
heaven is the home of all their dead.
We are not at liberty to say of any individual, "he is now in
hell." We know not what GOD may do in mercy to any dying
sinner. But we are forbidden by the teaching of Scripture to
suppose that all who die are without exception saved. As there
will be a resurrection both of the just and unjust, so those who die
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belong to one or other of these two classes. Awfully solemn
thought!
. 4. Lastly, think of the eternal future of those who will be raised
from the dead.
There is a "resurrection of life." That pertains to the just.
There is a "resurrection of damnation or judgment." That pertains to the unjust (John v. 29). "Know ye not that the unrighteous (the unjust) shall not inherit the kingdom of GOD ~" It is
" the righteous" who" shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their FATHER" (1 Cor. vi. 9; Matt. xiii. 43).
The unrighteous "shall go away into everlasting punishment;
but the righteous into life eternal" (Matt. xxv. 46). "The LORD
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve
the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished" (2 Peter ii. 9).
Thus, while the righteous can, through infinite grace and mercy,
look forward to the LORD'S coming when they shall be caught up
to meet Him, and be for ever with Him in heavenly blessedness,
the unrighteous have no such hope. They are without CHRIST,
without hope, and without GOD.
Reader, to which of these two companies dost thou belong ~
What a mercy that "CHRIST also hath once suffered for sins, the
Just for the unjust" (1 Peter iii. 18). There is no condemnation
to them that are trusting in His merits.
" Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene'er the Archangel's trump shall sound,
And see Thy smiling face:
Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sovereign grace! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" GREAT God, are these Thy ways?
If rebels thus are freed,
And favoured with peculiar grace,
Grace must be free indeed."
(Hart's Hymns.)
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AIR RAIDS AND SHELTERS.

I.-A GREAT AIR RAIDER.
" The prince of the power of the air."-EpHESIANS ii. 2.
EVER since September (1938) air raids and shelters and other
things in connection with war have been proJllinent in the public
mind. The possibility of war at that time was very real, and
people living in London especially were forcibly reminded of it
by the presence of large numbers of men in the parks digging
trenches as shelters in the event of air raids taking place. At one
time in our national history we felt pretty safe from invasion, by
reason of our country being surrounded by the sea and defended
by a strong navy. A mighty change, however, has taken place,
and we realize that neither sea nor navy can prevent an invasion
by air. Hence it is expected that in the year 1939-40 the enormous
sum of £580,000,000 will need to be spent on armaments.
It is fully recognized that air raids may cause great loss of life,
as well as wholesale destruction of valuable property, and it is
natural to take precautions against so terrible a catastrophe. It
is a natural instinct to use every effort to preserve our lives. It is,
however, saddening in the extreme to note that the whole nation
is being stirred up to take precautions against the death of the
body, and that the great majority are absolutely indifferent to the
death of the soul. Air raids at the worst can only kill the body
They cannot touch the soul, and which is the more important, the
safety of the body or the safety of the soul 1
Our Lord says, "I say unto you, My friends, be not afraid of
them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they
can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear Him,
Which after He hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I
say unto you, Fear Him" (Luke xii. 4, 5).
God can bring the life of the body to an end, and He can also
cast into hell the soul, and He will do so in the case of those who
are not washed in the blood of the Lamb.
There is an air raider who is far more dangerous and terrible
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than any human air raider. He is called" the Prince of the power
of the air." This person is angelic, but fallen. He is a spiritual
being, invisible to mortal eyes, but terribly real and awfully powerful. He is elsewhere called, "the prince of this world," and" the
prince of the devils." That is, he is the ruler of the fallen angels.
He and his angels invade the air. He is the prince of the power
which invades the air. The word "power" here is probably
collective, and is used to denote those evil beings in the air who are
elsewhere called principalities and powers and world rulers of this
darkness and spiritual hosts of wickedness (see Ephes. vi. 12;
Col. ii. 15).
These powers are forces of evil antagonistic to God and His
people. We, therefore, wrestle against them. Of these powers the
devil is the prince and ruler, and we need indeed to be warned
against his power and take precautions against his attacks. His
name is fully given as "that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan" (Rev. xii. 9). He is the great raider or invader of the
air, the atmosphere, which surrounds the earth on which we live.
1. Let us notice some of his outstanding air raids. He first
raided the air of the garden of Eden.
The consequences of that air raid, six thousand years ago, have
been disastrous in the extreme. All the wars in history, the
famines, the pestilences, the earthquakes, and the storms are due
to that· air raid. Our cemeteries and churchyards with their
millions of dead bodies tell us of the disaster caused by that one
air raid. Our prisons, asylums, and hospitals were all called into
being as a result of that one invasion of the pure air of the garden
of Eden. All the sorrow, wretchedness, misery, suffering, and woe
connected with earth and the future of impenitent sinners are due
to that one sin of our first parents which was committed as a result
of the raid in the garden of Eden by " the prince of the power of
the air."
Then we read that he raided the air that surrounded the estate of
the patriarch Job. Through that invasion of the air Job was
deprived in one day of all his property and of all his seven sons
and three daughters. Satan influenced the armies of the Sabeans
and of the Chaldeans, and caused lightning to fall from heaven,
and so caused the air to be set in motion that Job was _deprived
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of his possessions, and the house in which his children were gathered
fell, and all were killed. "The prince of the power of the air" is
not omnipotent, but he has enormous power which God in His
sovereignty allows him often to exercise.
Coming to New Testament times this prince invaded the air of
the wilderness into which our Lord was led by the Spirit. He had
the daring to confront the incarnate Son of God and suggest a
denial of His Divine Personality. For our comfort it is recorded
that our Lord withstood all his attacks and defeated him with
"the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God." Foiled by
Christ Himself, he attacked one of his professed disciples, and even
entered into him, so that he might, through his treachery, compass
the death of the Lord of glory.
But behind this invasion of the air breathed by Herod, Pontius
Pilate, the people of Israel, and the Gentiles, was the Divine purpose,
so that Satan and his agents only did whatsoever God's hand and
counsel before determined to be done. Thus the head of this air
raider was bruised, and the redemption of God's chosen people
was secured.
Another of his air raids has afjected the Church which Christ
founded. Our Lord sowed good seed in the field of the world, but
the devil came through the air and sowed tares among the wheat.
He introduced those whom our Lord describes as " the children of
the wicked one" amongst" the children of the kingdom." That
accounts for the awfully mixed condition of the professing Church
to-day. The error, the apostasy, the worldliness, and the deadness
of the professing Church are all due to the Church being raided by
" the prince of the power of the air." He is the enemy of Christ and
His people. Hence his evil work.
But he is continually engaged in his air raids. Whenever the
Gospel is faithfully preached he is present either in person or by
deputy. He raids the air of our churches and chapels, and if any
wayside hearers are present, "then cometh the devil, and taketh
away the Word out of their hearts lest they should believe and be saved"
(Luke viii. 12). He is bent on preventing any who hear the Gospel
from believing its precious truths, and from experiencing its saving
benefits.
In fact, his air raids extend to all the five continents, Europe,
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Asia, Africa, America, and Australasia. How do we know that?
Look at Revelation xii. 9 and note that he is " the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world." Look at 1 John v. 19 and read,
" The whole world lieth in wickedness (literally the wicked one)."
There is no part of the air which surrounds the earth which he
does not invade. Here we have an air raider who has had about
six thousand years' experience in his terrible work, and it is he
who fans into a flame all the wickedness which prevails amongst
nations and amongst individuals.
2. Now think of his character. Our Lord calls him a murderer
and a liar.
He says, "Ye are of your father, the devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the
father of it" (John viii. 44).
He is crafty as a serpent. The apostle speaks of" his subtilty"
(2 Cor. xi. 3).
He is bold as a lion. " The devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter v. 8). He often poses as
" an angel of light." "Satan himself is transformed into an angel
of light. Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be
according to their works" (2 Cor. xi. 14, 15).
We read of his "wiles," his "depths," his "fiery darts," and
"his devices" (Ephes. vi. 11, 16; Rev. ii. 24; 2 Cor. ii. 11).
This" prince of the power of the air" is a terribly formidable foe.
If he cannot invade the air successfully as a lion, he adopts the
subtilty of the serpent. If a raid can be more successful by appearing as a saint, he invades the air as "an angel of light." His
whole character, his depths, his wiles, and his devices are all
revealed in God's Word that God's people may more effectually
take precautions against him. At all times they can only defeat
him by being" strong in the Lord and in the power of His might."
3. Think of his doom.
His doom is promised in the Epistle to the Romans. "The God
of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly" (Rom. xvi. 20).
It is foretold in the Revelation. First, he is to be imprisoned. "I
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saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the
_dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound
him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and
shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled; and
after that he must be loosed a little season." However we may
interpret" the thousand years," it is evident that the air raids of
" the prince of the power of the air" will cease during that period.
Later, his eternal doom takes place. "When the thousand
years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall
go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the
number of whom is as the sand of the sea." In these days we are
told that punishment such as imprisonment is mainly remedial, and
designed to reform the criminal. No such design and no such
effect are seen here in the case of this great air raider. His character
was by no means improved by his prolonged imprisonment. Once
liberated he entered zealously on his previous wicked work. Before
his imprisonment he was described as "the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world" (Rev. xii. 9). Now, after imprisonment for a thousand years, being released, he goes out to deceive
the nations again. He and they compass "the camp of the saints
about, and the beloved city." Now, however, comes his final and
eternal doom. "Fire came down from God out of heaven, and
devoured them." God invaded the air with the fire of His wrath.
" And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall
be tormented day an,d night for ever and ever." Awful indeed and
beyond conception is the doom of this great air Raider. But
before leaving this chapter of the Revelation we read also of the
doom of unsaved sinners. "And whosoever was not found written
in the book oflife wa-scastinto the lake offire" (Rev. xx. 1-3,7-10,15).
How awful indeed will be the portion of those" that know not God,
and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess.
i. 8, 9).
4. Lastly, think of the Shelter from this air raider.
The only Shelter and Deliverer is the Lord Jesus Christ. To
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this end He became incarnate and to this end He died. "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death He
might destroy (bring to nought) him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15). He
was " manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil "
(1 John iii. 8).
He has redeemed His people from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for them. They have redemption through His blood.
He is their Deliverer from the wrath to come. 0, that all our
readers may be hiding in this Divinely provided and bomb-proof
Shelter!
" Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest
Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,
Since Jesus died for thee."
(Toplady.)
Let thy prayer be that of John Newton:"Be Thou my Shield and Hiding-place,
That, sheltered near Thy side,
I may my fierce accuser face,
And tell him ' Thou hast died.' "
THE EDITOR.

CREATION NOT BY CHANCE.
"IN country parishes I have sometimes put before people familiar
illustrations which they can see. For instance-do I want to show
them that there must have been a first great cause or Being Who
made this world? I have sometimes taken out my watch, and have
said, 'Look at this watch. How well it is made! Do any of you
suppose for a moment that all the screws, all the wheels, all the pins
of that watch came together by accident? Would not anyone say
there must have been a watchmaker? And if so, it follows most
surely that there must have been a Maker of the world, Whose handiwork we see graven on the face of everyone of those glorious planets
going their yearly rounds and keeping time to a single second. Look
at the world in which you live, and the wonderful things which it
contains. Will you tell me that there is no God, and that creation is
-the result of chance? ' "-(Bishop J. C. Ryle.)
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WELLSPRINGS.
THE LATE MR. JOHN CATLOW.
" ON Thursday, Dec. 22nd, 1938, Mr. John Catlow, of ' Westholme,'
Longsight Road, Salesbury, near Blackburn, was called to his eternal
rest in his seventy-third year. A few weeks previously he had undergone a serious operation in a nursing home, and although he seemed
to be improving nicely for the first week, he never really recovered,
and gradually grew weaker, until he passed into the presence of his
Lord, Whom for almost fifty years he had so humbly and faithfully
endeavoured to serve.
" Mter a service at home, conducted by Pastor T. Cornthwaite, of
the Evangelical Protestant Mission Church, Ribchester, the funeral
took place at St. Peter's Church, Salesbury, on Dec. 27th, in the presence
of many of his old friends and fellow-pilgrims, and many were the
expressions of sympathy from those who had known him for so long,
and who had often enjoyed sweet and sacred converse with him, as
together they had walked the narrow road.
"He was borne to his last resting-place by four Christian young
men, whom Mr. Catlow had often encouraged in the heavenly road,
and all of whom testified to the help they had received from him in
their Christian life. Mr. Catlow will be greatly missed by all who
knew him.
"He had been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for over forty
years, and valued very much its teaching, with which he completely
agreed.
" For some time previous to his last illness he had been visiting two
aged people whom he knew, and who were both in their ninetieth
year; He was so anxious upon these occasions to be able to testify
to the goodness of the Lord to him and to say something which would
be an encouragement to them. These visits were preceded by much
prayer, and we know how they were greatly appreciated by the two
aged Christians."
The committal service was by the Rev. T. Cornthwaite, who subsequently wrote his tender appreciation of his beloved hearer and member
in the following terms :" The Church at Ribchester, Preston, has lost a valued friend in the
home-call of Mr. J. Catlow. We are much poorer for his departure,
though we rejoice in that we know he is with the Saviour Whom he
so long and dearly loved. He had associations with the Church and
congregation over a long period, and until prevented by illness, regularly
attended the morning service. To know Mr. Catlow was to love him
and esteem him highly. To have fellowship with him in the things of
God was a benediction. He was a lover of the doctrines of distinguishing grace, and was always very gracious in his presentation of them.
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He was frequently called upon to engage in prayer at our meetings,
and who that heard him can ever forget the fragrance of his humble
spirit as he approached the throne of grace? He was truly conscious
·of the plague of his own heart, and the richness of the grace that gives
acceptance to sinners through Christ alone. The Saviour was truly
precious to him, and his one desire and endeavour was to exalt Him.
I never knew anyone so well acquainted with the writings of Dr.
Doudney, and who could make apt reference to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
as he. Occasionally he would address our young men's class, and his
teaching was always of a sweet experimental nature. He held himself
and his abilities in low esteem, and would always decry any word of
commendation, fearful lest the creature should be exalted above
measure. As Pastor of the above Church I counted Mr. Catlow among
my most valued friends, and always held him in high honour because
of what the grace of God had effectually wrought in him."
Such are the touching allusions to our beloved friend, now gathered
unto his heavenly home. But I cannot refrain from adding my testimony. The words come to mind, " Mark the perfect man, and behold
the upright: for the end of that man is peace" (Ps. xxxvii. 37).
Although my friendship with the late dear servant of God only
included two brief meetings face to face, yet I could hold him (and
his dear godly partner in life) as greatly beloved for the truth's sake.
Our introduction lingers in sweet sacred memory. It was on July
21st, 1927, that there came to this door a gentle-speaking stranger,
inquiring if the writer of this was at home. She was very much at home,
having answered the door in person. And to the unmistakable demeanour and humble address, there was no hesitation in saying, " Come in,
thou blessed of the Lord." "Oh, but there's a party at the gate," he
replied, and in response to my assurance that they all would be welcome,
in a few moments a group of seven and of three generations were soon
seated with" R.," and in hallowed, fragrant conversation. I at once
found dear Mr. Catlow to be a great lover of the truths contained in
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and so ardent a reader of it that he was quite
familiar with much of the matter contained therein for long years back.
He looked lovingly round the dining-room as he referred to the first
sale of work held therein in 1914, an account of which, he recalled, had
been given in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The names of Dr. Doudney,
George Cowell, J ames Ormiston, and the present esteemed Editor,
were referred to as well-beloved in the Lord, and the truths which
those valiants proclaimed by lip and by pen, as just the savoury
meat which his soul loved and delighted in. Before we parted we
all adjourned to the drawing-room, where with the youngest of the
party leading us at the piano, we sang together one of Zion's hymns
(if I remember correctly, it was" Jesu, Lover of my soul "), and in
parting we could express our feelings in the language of those two
humble-hearted disciples on the Emmaus road, "Did not our hearts
burn within us while He talked with us by the way? "
Two or three years later another happy visit was paid me, and being
11
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previously apprised of it, I was enabled to invite a few friends in
Christ to meet with us here, and afterward proceed to St. Mary-le-Port
Church for the week-night service, which they greatly enjoyed. One
dear child of God (now in glory) wrote me afterward of her joy and
enjoyment in that communion of saints, saying, very aptly, it seemed
to her to be like a page of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Catlow were blessedly one in all their aims and
interests, and annually a conjoint letter reached me, enclosing a generous gift towards our Bristol Sale of Work for the A.P.F.S. For fiftytwo years they walked together as heirs of the grace of life on the
heavenly road. They had to take the reproach for Christ, and often
bear the stigma of being narrow. But they bore it for Christ's sake,
and had their rich compensations. A few of the godly ones would
oft-times visit them for counsel and fellowship, and thereby encourage
one another in the Lord. To a very old friend who visited them only
a few weeks before Mr. Catlow went Home, he remarked as they parted,
" I want nothing but JESUS," and abundantly was his desire soon to
.
be satisfied.
Our sympathies are much with his dear widow, devoted daughter,
bis son-in-law and gnmddaughter, and with the bereaved Church at
Ribchester, in which Mr. Catlow was such a centre of love and influence. But whilst we would remind ourselves that we cannot mourn
for anyone of the saints gathered into the heavenly fold and who are in
eternal rest and unalloyed bliss, we would encourage our own hearts
that soon it will be our happy portion if the Lord tarry, to hear His
voice saying, "Rise up, my beloved, and come away." Away from
these lowlands of sin and trouble, suffering, and confusion; away from
all the unrest and dissatisfaction; away from sorrow and tears and pain;
away from all that wars against our souls now, and brings us such
awful conflict with the powers of the evil one,
" And to see His face, and never, never sin,
And from the rivers of His grace, drink endless pleasures in."

Beloved reader, let these things, the homegoing of those who have
once sojourned with us and borne us sweet company by their life and
conversation, encourage us to continue, to hold fast, and to look up
for our redemption and reunion in a tearless world. "The end of
that man," of whom we have been writing, "was," by the grace of
God, Who had sought him, bought him, and kept him all his life,
"peace." May it be even so with you and me unto the eternal glory
of our great God and Saviour.
R.
"REAL, intelligent Christianity I hold to be, believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ as He is revealed in the Gospel, and living upon the
Lord Jesus Christ as He is revealed in the Gospel as the storehouse
of all good for His people."-(W. H. Krause.)
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SermOUfi anb N OUfi of :eermons.
A DAY EVER TO BE REMEMBERED.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of
the Jews, came Jesus, and stood in the midst, and saith unto them,
Peace be unto you. And when He had so said, He showed unto
them His hands and His side. Then were the disciples glad, when
they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto
you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And when
He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive
ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted
unto them,. and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained."JOHN xx. 19-23.
Tms brief but very interesting record of what took place on the
evening of the day of our blessed Lord's resurrection is very full of
instruction for us. May God the Spirit indeed guide us while for a
short time we meditate upon this passage. We have had in former
years ftagments of this portion laid before us by way of exposition,
but it is better sometimes to take a more comprehensive view of the
same than a merely fragmentary one. Now in the first place, this
nineteenth verse, the Holy Ghost lays emphasis on this, that the actual
day of the resurrection had not passed away. It had nearly passed
away, it was eventide now. This was a memorable day. In meditating upon it in my own mind there has been suggested that passage
in the twelfth of Exodus, to which I turn, the chapter, as you remember,
which concerns the keeping of the Passover, and the Passover was
instituted, instituted by God, Israel's God, to be a memorial of the
redemption deliverance of Israel out of Egypt. We read: The Lord
spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, "This
month," which was the month of Abib, "shall be unto you the
beginning of months." It was the seventh month in the civil year,
but now it is set apart, or consecrated, by God to be to His Own
people the first month in the year. God only can change times and
seasons at His Own pleasure. He can do so, as frequently these
Holy Scriptures show us. To everything there is a time, a season,
under the sun, but these are not at human command. It is of the
Lord to determine the times and the seasons. Jesus reminded His
disciples of this just before He left them, as recorded in the first of
Acts. "It is not for you to know," He said, "the times or the
seasons which the Father has put in His Own power." You will see
God ordained that this month of Israel's deliverance which had
hitherto been the seventh month in the civil year should be to Israel
the beginning of months, the beginning of the year. And then of the
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very night of their deliverance the Lord said it was long to be remembered, it was ever to be had in memorial. Now I take it that this
resurrection day to which our passage refers became as the Lord
- commanded, as the Lord ordered, a memorial day, a day to be had
ever in remembrance by His believing Church and people as commemorating the glorious resurrection of Christ from the dead, or, in
other words, the perfecting of the deliverance of God's Israel from the
curse of the law and from the bondage of sin-a greater redemption,
unspeakably greater, than the redemption of Israel out of Egypt.
And if God ordained that the first and typical redemption should be
commemorated, is it a greater wonder that the Lord as the Head of
the Church should set apart this first day of the week, the day of
His Own deliverance from the tomb, that His people might continually be dwelling, both individually and collectively in congregation
assembled, upon the wondrous victory of their Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ ~ "Then the same day," I lay great stress upon this-" the
same day," the day on which the event already spoken of in the chapter
had been brought to pass, and that you know included at the head of
the day the coming forth of Christ from the dead, "the Firstfruits
of them that slept." Sometimes we are challenged upon this point
as. to what authority we have for the changing of the rest day from
the seventh day to the first. I think our Lord stamps and authorizes
the change by the incidents of this day. "Then the same day," a
day of gr\lat and mixed experiences on the part of the disciples, a day
of hopes and fears, a day which dawned under peculiar circumstances,
for they were led to believe that the blessed body of their Master
had been stolen from the tomb and been carried where they knew
not. They visited His tomb early as the women had done and found
it empty, and it is said of two of these dear disciples, they went within
and saw and believed the thing, for the faith that is spoken of in
connection with John and Peter, who went into the empty sepulchre,
concerns not the resurrection of Christ from the dead but the removal
of the body from the grave. When it is added of John that he went
in and saw, and believed, it means he believed the mistake that the
other disciples had made in believing that the body had been removed,
for it is added, "For as yet they knew not the Scripture, that He
must rise again from the dead." Do not confound the faith in that
place of Peter and John in the resurrection; they had lost sight of that
truth altogether, they believed what the others had told them, that
the body had been violently removed. And so it was a day that began
in much perplexity of mind. These dear disciples throughout the
day had heard fluctuating rumours. One came and said, I have seen
the Lord, but they could not believe it, and they gathered together
in one place at even.
Now it seems to me that that Scripture has a bearing here which
is written for our learning by the prophet Zechariah, in the
fourteenth chapter of his book, "And ye shall flee to the valley
of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach
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unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the
earthquake in the days of Uzziah, King of Judah; and the Lord my
God shall come, and all the saints with Thee. And it shall come to
pass in that day "-in that day-" that the light shall not be clear,
nor da~k," it seems to express the perplexity and dividedness of mind
which these dear disciples experienced after the earthquake which was
associated early in the morning with our blessed Lord's forthcoming
from the grave-" it shall come to pass in that day that the light shall
not be clear nor dark; but it shall come to pass that at evening time
it shall be light." At evening time on that day it shall be light when
the Lord should come. The same day at even" came Jesus," Jesus
came, the Risen One, and for the first time after His resurrection,
" and stood in the midst" of His gathered Church whose hearts for
the most part throughout that memorable day had been distressed
beyond expression. They had not only seen their blessed Master laid
in the tomb, but now, as they thought, the tomb had been rifled of
its precious Deposit. We thought, said some, we trusted that it had
been He Who would have restored the kingdom to Israel at this time,
but our hopes have been buried in the grave with Him. Well, then,
it was in these circumstances that on that same day, but now at even,
being the first day of the week, the disciples were assembled. Now
an important point comes out in connection with this word" disciples."
It is desirable that we should know whether the Holy Scriptures wish
to record the eleven apostles merely, or whether the apostles and the
other believers with them, possibly some of the holy women. If we
turn to Luke's account (the twenty-fourth chapter) of the two who
walked to Emmaus and later returned to Jerusalem, we read they
" found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them."
Now this incidentally touches the claim of the power of forgiving sins
being the property of "the priesthood" only. The declaration was
not made to the apostles only but to the little flock of believers, simple
believers in· the Lord Jesus Christ that had gathered together in
circumstances of great fear. And they had reasonable cause for being
afraid of the Jews, for it was the apparent purpose of the Jewish
Sanhedrin to persecute the disciples of Jesus unto the death. These
few followers of the Lord Jesus, few in number and feeble, a despised
people, gathered themselves together in these private conditions and
closed the doors, which, I think, must mean they fastened the doors.
They did the best they could to protect themselves, they used the
means, but they left themselves really in the hands of their God Whom
they knew to be their Keeper. They gathered together with very
mixed feelings of hope and fear, and while they were thus occupied
in converse one with another and recounting the events of the day
so far as they had been reported to them, "came Jesus." What a
blessed thought it is that He could not be excluded. The doors
might be closed, they might be carefully guarded, but Jesus in His
resurrection body could presence Himself without let or hindrance
amongst His gathered few, and so it is written, "came Jesus, and
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stood in the midst." I think it must mean that He was really
standing in the midst when they first saw Him. There is no thought
,recorded here of His entering but He came and stood, that is to say
-that He made Himself visible as being in their midst. Only a few
hours before, possibly not more than two, He had been in the upper
chamber with those two heavy-hearted disciples whose hearts He
presently made to burn with wondrous joy of experience while
He opened to them the Scriptures concerning Himself, and there it is
said after they discerned Him" He vanished out of their sight," ceased
to be seen of them, passed away from their midst so far as they knew.
Well, now, under just contrary circumstances He is seen standing in
this closed room in the midst of His assembled disciples, " came Jesus
and stood," stood, it says, " in the midst." I was thinking about that
expression which had just before, three days before, been used in
quite another connection. They crucified with Him two malefactors
" and Jesus in the midst." And of these two highway robbers-and
probably also murderers, for they were robbers who exercised violence
it is inferred in the prosecution of their evil profession-one was called
by grace and the other left. A wondrous call-that of the one, so
sovereign, so sudden, and so effectual, so demonstrative, so emphatical,
proving the truth of the hymn you sang this morning, " Salvation is
of God alone," for at the beginning of the scene both these malefactors
blasphemed Jesus, both of them taunted Him in His sufferings, casting
in His teeth (by repetition) what the priests were saying at the foot
of the cross, " He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He
will have Him. Let Him come down from the cross, and we will
believe Him." These two thieves repeated these things-cast the
same sayings in the teeth of Jesus. Yet suddenly a change passes
over one of the two and his blasphemy is turned into petition, into
prayer, and he stands up for the honour and righteousness and
innocence of Jesus and rebukes his fellow-sinner. Said he, "We justly
suffer, but this Man-what has He done, this Just One, this Innocent
One?" And he turned his poor heart, conscious of sin, to the Saviour,
and prayed, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom," and Jesus said, " To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise."
And the matter ended there. Jesus soon after bowed His blessed
head, burdened with the imputed guilt of a multitude no man could
number, and said, "Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit,"
and they met in Paradise-they met in Paradise that day, who doubts
it? Heaven and earth shall pass away, but My words to that dying
thief cannot pass away. "Jesus in the midst," " He was numbered
with the transgressors."
And- now again the expression "in the midst"-" came
Jesus and stood in the midst." This is an unmixed company of
believers, there is no Judas among them to go out. Jesus draws
near to these humble-hearted but fearful saints and He speaks to
them comfortably at once. The first word that passes His blessed lips
is, Peace. That is what He came to establish-peace between His
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people and God, peace in the best sense of that word. And then He
would commission His disciples to be His witnesses and to go out as
heralds of peace. Peace, He says, "Peace be unto you." If you
turn back a few chapters, the sixteenth of this Gospel, the last verse of
it, you will find this was the word, His farewell word before He
suffered. "These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye
might have peace." This verse records the last words before He
offered up that wondrous High Priestly intercessory prayer, the
seventeenth chapter. These were last words of the blessed Saviour
as He proceeded to the sacrifice of Himself-Peace, peace I leave
with you; and now the first words wherewith He greets these His
redeemed ones, "Peace be unto you." All is well. Christ has done
the mighty work. He has brought in peace. He is their Peace.
Nothing left for you to do. Christ is the Peace of His people. "Peace
be unto you," this is no mere good wish, this is no mere complimentary
salutation. He Who said, "Peace be unto you," was able to confer
the peace they needed and the peace of which He spake. Oh, He
gave them peace, I take it, when thus He spake; all their fears of the
Jews were dissipated in a moment. They had no fear of their enemies
with Jesus in the midst, and with peace upon His lips. And here
let us pause and say how true to Himself He still is. "Where two
or three are gathered together in My Name," in the virtue of My
Name, in the efficacy of My Name, in the grace of My Name, and in
the confession of My Name, " there am I in the midst of them." How
good therefore must it be for the Lord's few dear people to come
together. They may bring their fears with them as these dear disciples
did, but the Lord can dissipate those fears, whatsoever their character,
whatsoever their origin, whatsoever their magnitude, and when He
speaketh peace who then can make trouble ~ Who can reverse the
reality of this wondrous legacy that He has bestowed upon His people ~
"Peace be unto you. And when He had so said, He showed unto
them His hands "-those blessed hands that had secured peace for
them, those hands pierced a few days ago but now mighty, mighty
to save others. Himself He would not save, He therefore did not
save, but He died to save others, and now He comes forth in the
omnipotence of His victory and He shows them His hands. Oh,
think much of those hands (I mean not His literal hands), think much
of His power, think much of the mighty things He brings to pass,
think too of the wondrous things He has promised to do for His
believing people. Live upon the promises of the future; "His love
in time past, forbids you to think" it will go ill with you at last.
This is of Satan that we have hard thoughts of so faithful a Saviour.
This is of Satan that we ever give place to his insinuations that the
Lord is passing us over, that the Lord is not mindful of us, that
the Lord is forgetful of His promises and is suffering His truth to fail.
" He showed unto them His hands and His side." Yes, the wounds,
the scars of the wounds, were still traceable. These were proofs of His
Personality and proofs of His corporeity, proofs that He was the same
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Jesus Whom they had known for three years past in circumstances
so widely differe:o.t from the present. Those were the days of His
humiliation, those were the days of His toil-ceaseless labour to the
last, working out for His people a righteousness which should be
" unto all and upon all them that believe." But now, " Who is This
that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments froin Bozrah ~ This
That is glorious in His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His
strength ~" Who is This ~ "I That speak in righteousness, mighty
to save." Behold My hands. "Then were the disciples glad, when
they saw the Lord "-oh, it is little wonder. Had this text not been
written, fellow-believers, we should have believed it, it must have
been so. How could it have been otherwise when they had the living
risen Saviour Whom they could identify without a doubt standing in
their very midst, standing in the trembling company of Christ's
disciples ~ They must needs be glad. Who can question the greatness of their gladness ~ Oh, they were not a little glad, they were
not a little happy, their cup was full, full to overflowing-the half had
not been told them. Now they remembered the many things He
spake to them whilst He was yet with them concerning the coming
cross and the coming betrayal and the shame, the casting out and
the cutting off, and to-day they saw too His faithful word fulfilledHe had risen from the dead on the third day, .that day, and this is
the evening of the selfsame day. Oh, what an end to that day. And
so will it be when He comes a second time, without reference to sin,
unto salvation. Oh, what will be the joy of the gathered saints of
God when they see the Lord? This was only a feeble faint foreshadowing of that eternal reality. Children of God, may we drink
by anticipation of this cup! Why should we not ~ The portion is
secured to us, the blood has certified it, the promises abide sure and
steadfast, Yea and Amen, not a jot or tittle of them can pass away
till all be fulfilled, till we see the Lord, fellow-believers, face to face,
and then our gladness unutterable will begin.

" I HAVE SINNED."
Ill.

ACHAN, THE DOUBTFUL PENITENT.
By MR. T. T. EDWARDS, F.R.H.S.

DEFEAT! "But surely I carried out all the injunctions of the Divine
command ~ Yet, before Ai we have gone down!" So Joshua soliloquized as he beheld the bodies of a score and sixteen precious lives that
had been lost (Joshua vii. 5). "Was not the report of the men sent
from Jericho to Ai correct. Let not all the people go up; but let about
two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; make not all the people
toil thither; for they are but few' " (verses 2 and 3).
Wise man that he was, Joshua went to his knees, for he apparently
was not aware that "the children of Israel committed a trespass in
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the devoted thing" (verse 1). He prays with rent garments, "and
fell to the earth upon his face before the Ark of Jehovah" (verse 6).
"Alas, 0 Lord J ehovah, wherefore hast Thou at all brought this
people over the Jordan, to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites,
to cause us to perish ~ . . . what shall I say, after that Israel hath
turned their backs before their enemies!" (verses 7, 8). "For the
Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear of it, and will
environ us around, and cut off our name from the earth: and what
wilt Thou do for Thy great name ~ " (verse 9).
But the trouble did not lie where Joshua thought it did. He does
not have to wait long for the Divine answer (verses 10, 11). "Get
thee up; wherefore art thou thus fallen upon thy face ~ Israel hath
sinned; . . . transgressed My Covenant . . . have also stolen, and
diseembled also."
What had they done ~ The Lord had said, " But as for you, only
keep yourselves from the devoted thing . . . all the silver, and gold,
and vessels of brass and iron, are holy unto J ehovah: they shall
come into the Treasury of Jehovah" (Joshua vi. 18, 19).
All the spoils of the first battle on Canaan's soil God reserved entirely
to Himself. It was a test of faith-the Mosaic injunction that the
first is to be redeemed, it is Jehovah's.
Thereafter the people could keep the spoil. "The cattle and the
spoil of that city (Ai) Israel.took for a prey unto themselves" (Joshua
viii. 27). Why so ~ "According to the word of Jehovah" (verse 27).
So Joshua rises from his knees and from before the Ark of Jehovah
and sets about to find the accursed thing-this serpent. "Up, sanctify
the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves" (vii. 13). By th.e process
of elimination he discovers it is a breach of the eighth and tenth
Commandments and of the Law of Moses. "Every devoted thing
is most holy unto Jehovah" (Lev. xxvii. 28). The penalty upon
this covetous dissimulation was most severe-" he that hath taken
the devoted thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he hath ;
because he hath transgressed the Covenant of Jehovah" (Joshua
(vii. 15). "Tribe of Judah. . . . Family of the Zerahites. . . .
Zabdi . . .Carmi . . . Achan" (verses 17, 18). Joshua said, " Achan
. . . give glory to J ehovah . . . make confession . . . tell me now
what thou hast done; hide it not from me " (verse 19).
" Achan answered . . . Of a truth I HAVE SINNED against Jehovah
.... when I saw . . . a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred
shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold . . . I coveted them, and took
them" (verses 20, 21).
"Looking begat lusting. Intemperance begins at the eye."Thomas Watson.
It was so. He had spoken truly. He had taken as he had said.
The devoted things were brought forth and laid before Jehovah (verse
23). But because of this evil deed Jehovah would not keep themthey alike must be burnt. "Joshua, and all Israel with him, took
Achan . . . and the silver, and the mantle, and the wedge of gold,
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and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and all
that he had: and they brought them unto the Valley of Achor . . .
and said, Why hast thou troubled us ~" (verses 23-25). So they
stoned them with stones and burnt them with fire. The Valley of
Achor. The Valley of Troubling (verse 26).
Elsewhere in Holy Writ there is a long list of names, with only here
and there a pause. At 1 Chronicles ii. 7 there is one such pause:
" The sons of Carmi: Achar, the troubler of Israel, who committed a
trespass in the devoted thing." Now Achan means serpent.

"THE GLORIOUS HOLY MOUNTAIN."
(DANIEL xi. 45.)
A PRAYER FOR ISRAEL.
«

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them,. and the
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose."-IsAIAH xxxv. 1

" The Lord has purposes of grace
To flow from His right hand,
To make the solitary place
Once more His pleasant land.
" Though heaven is clothed in darkness yet,
The light of day shall shine;
Instead of thorns, His hand shall set
The cedar and the pine.
" The land awakes to hear the voice
Of her triumphant King ;
The fields and little hills rejoice,
And all the valleys sing.
" Soon shall the wilderness be glad,
Victorious o'er her foes;
The desert be with verdure clad,
And blossom as the rose.
"Lord, let Thy promised mercy come;
Thine arm of might make bare:
And bring Thy people to their home,
To see Thy glory there."
W ILLIAM W ILEMAN.
Epsom.

.. IT is not so easy to be a Christian as some men seem to think."(Hart.)
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"MY DEFENCE IS OF GOD."
said that he was" set for the defence of the gospel." It might
seem strange that the gospel needed to be defended. It had been
ushered in and proclaimed to the earth by a heavenly host: "Glory
to God in the highest, peace on earth, goodwill to men." It was the
gospel that was embodied and manifested in Christ Jesus-the gift of
the Father. He went about doing good, healing all that had need
of healing, comforting, feeding, sympathizing, unfolding heavenly and
eternal consolations for the poor and needy; and He gave His life,
a Divine and perfect Atonement for sin. He rose from the dead,
.ascended to heaven, and sent" another Comforter." This was the
Gospel, and there had not lacked multitudes who withstood it. Paul
himself had at the first been amongst the murderers of Christ's witnesses. Now he preached what he had once destroyed, and defended
it while the enemies of the cross left breath in him. Since then, God
has never left Himself without a seed to serve Him. He has created
and preserved a godly remnant to speak good of His name, while
opposers remain and flourish. The opposition to the gospel in the
New Testament is a sort of reminder of the wars of the Old Testament.
The enemies of Israel ceased not their attacks. The Egyptians, the
Amorites, the Philistines, and hosts of others, fought against Israel,
and they had no hope, help, or defence but in God. He sent judges,
He sent deliverers. Tola was one of these. We read of him and know
no more than the first and second verses of Judges x tell us. He
judged and defended Israel for twenty-three-years, "judged and
defended," as if internal administration was only half of his office,
·defence against enemies being the other half. Thus they wrought in
Nehemiah's days. Of his own servants half built, half held weapons
{)f war, while the people in general did both. (The saints of God must
work and fight: maybe, with the servants of God on high, i.e., the
angels, the offices are distinct.) In Nehemiah's day Jerusalem was
waste-had been wasted for her iniquity. God had sent her prophets,
"rising up early and sending," but the messengers were mocked:
the kings did evil in the sight of the Lord, and at last" there was no
remedy." What a sad word that is, " there was no remedy." Some
years before, the Lord had said that He would not cast her off " as
yet." For His own sake He still defended the city of David, slaying
.at one time one hundred and eighty-five thousand Assyrians. But
the day came when He defended it no longer, and Israel seemed as
exposed as the Amorites were in the days of Joshua, when Joshua
said, " Fear them not, their defence is departed from them, God is with
us." To have God is to be defended, whatever is happening. God
had indeed been preserving the Amorites until His people were ready
to go in and possess their land, but they were piling up iniquity, and
when this was" full," God ceased to preserve them, and in His removal
their defence departed. "God is with us," Joshua said, and that was
victory. And even when Jerusalem was taken He was with the remnant that remained behind when the excellent Gedaliah nursed them
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and comforted the poor. The mountains were still, as they are now.
round about Jerusalem, the joy of all the earth, the holy city. It has
remained indestructible because of the name and word of the Lord:
. its enemies need only wait for their annihilation.
"Mighty enemies without, much mightier within," Joseph Hart
said, who was a Jew inwardly and one of the spiritual Jerusalem.
David was another: he was a Jew both ways. He said that the Lord
was his defence. No greaves of brass even though they weighed
thousands of shekels could save Goliath from the overcoming name of
Israel's God. How generously Jonathan defended his friend from
the cruel jealousy of Sau!. How nobly and at the risk of their own
lives David's fighting men cared for him, but it all came to this, " The
Lord is my defence: I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my shield
save me." It was God Who was his salvation.
It is only in His name Who" weighs not our merits, but pardons our
offences," that any of us can have hope, but the hope that is inwrought
by Him is like the entrance into an impregnable rock, a refuge whose
battlements are as secure as its foundations. How often the Psalmist
repeated it. God was his refuge in time of trouble, trouble that had
come to him, not from without only, but from within also. "From
every stormy wind that blew," whether of fear, despondency, guilt,
pain, or poverty, God was his Refuge, He defended and delivered the
poor and him that had no helper.
The Lord had told us that darkness shall cover the earth and gross.
darkness the people, and we may well pray, "Lighten our darkness,
o Lord, and defend us from all the perils and dangers of this night,"
be the darkness without or within, He is nigh them that fear Him:
He is their everlasting light, their glory, and their living Hope.
FOLLOWER-ON.

FOREKNOWLEDGE AND PREDESTINATION.
" IT is evident, on the one hand, that foreknowledge expresses something more than the prescience of which all men and all events are
the objects, and, on the oth.er, something different from the predestination expressed by the following words: 'Whom He foreknew,
them He also predestinated.' The predestination follows, and is
grounded on the foreknowledge. The foreknowledge therefore expresses
the act of cognition or recognition, the fixing, so to speak, the mind
upon, which involves the idea of selection. If we look over a number
of objects with the view of selecting some of them for a definite
purpose, the first act is to fix the mind on some to the neglect of the
others, and the second is to destine them to the proposed end. So
God is represented as looking on the fallen mass of men, and fixing
on some whom He predestines to salvation. This is the foreknowledge
of which the apostle here speaks. It is the knowing, fixing upon,
or selecting those who are to be predestinated to be conformed to
the image of the Son of God."-(Dr. C. Badge, on Romans viii. 29.)
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SAVED FROM DESTRUCTION.
(From Toplady's " Anecdotes, Incidents, and
Historic Passages.")
'SIR JAMES THORNIDLL was the person who painted the inside of the
cupola of St. Paul's, London. After having finished one of the compartments, he stepped back gradually to see how it would look at a
distance. He receded so far (still keeping his eye intently fixed on
the painting) that he was got almost to the very edge of the scaffolding
without perceiving it. Had he continued to retreat, half a minute
more would have completed his destruction, and he must have fallen
to the pavement underneath. A person present who saw the danger
the great artist was in, had the happy presence of mind to suddenly
snatch up one of the brushes and spoil the painting by rubbing it
{lver. Sir James, transported with rage, sprang forward to save the
remainder of the piece. But his rage was soon turned into thanks,
when the person told him, " Sir, by spoiling the painting I have saved
the life of the painter. You were advanced to the extremity of the
scaffold without knowing it. Had I called out to you to apprise you
of your danger, you would naturally have turned to look behind you,
and the surprise of finding yourself in such a dreadful situation would
have made you fall indeed. I had, therefore, no other method of
retrieving you but by acting as I did."
Similar, if I may so speak, is the method of God's dealing with His
people. We are all naturally fond of our own legal performances.
We admire them to our ruin, unless the Holy Spirit retrieve us from
our folly. This He does by marring (as it were) our best works; i.e.,
by showing us their insufficiency to justify us before God. When we
are truly taught of Him, we thank Him for His grace, instead of being
angry at having our idols defaced. The only way by which we are
saved from everlasting destruction, is, by being made to see, that" by
the deeds of the law no flesh living shall be justified."

GOING TO HEAR THE MINISTER.
" A CERTAIN lady had gone to the Communion in a Scotch Church,
and had greatly enjoyed the service. When she reached her home,
she inquired who the preacher was, and she was informed that it was
Mr. Ebenezer Erskine. The lady said that she would go again, the
next Sabbath, to hear him. She went, but she was not profited in
the least; the sermon did not seem to have any unction or power
about it. She went to Mr. Erskine, and told him of her experience at
the two services. 'Ah! madam,' said he, 'the first Sabbath you
came to meet the Lord Jesus Christ, and you had a blessing; but the
second Sabbath you came to hear Ebenezer Erskine, and you had no
blessing, and you had no right to expect any.' "-Spurgeon's " Lectures to my Students," Third Series, p. 62.
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FAMILY PRAYER IN 1845.

" WHAT shall I say of that frank hospitality which is met with throughout England and Scotland? . . . When once a stranger is received
into a house, he becomes a member of the family; he meets with the
same freedom, the same cordiality. I met with no strangers in England
and Scotland; everywhere I found friends and brothers.
" In these houses you are struck with the order and discipline that
T'eigns throughout; and at the same time, if it is a Christian household,
with the excellent spirit that pervades all. I have been occasionally
present at the dwelling of a nobleman, or of a merchant, or of a bishop,
and sometimes of a plain minister, at the morning or evening worship.
You may see a score of servants, male and female, come into the room
like a file of soldiers; at the end of the march they turn round, as
regularly as a regiment of the line, and sit down. But together with
this discipline, the gravity of these people, their attention, and the
devotion with which they bow the knee before God, are something
imposing. These English households are the households of Christian
patriarchs."-(J. H. Merle D'Aubigne's "Germany, England, and
Scotland, pp. 84, 85.)
The above relates to Dr. Aubigne's travels in 1845. It is to be
feared that family prayer is not so common now as then, yet it may
truly be said that those who honour God in their homes will be Divinely
honoured. "He blesseth the habitation of the just" (Prov. iii. 33).
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\tlur 1l'oung folJis' lI:'age.
THE FIRST DAY.
IT was Sunday morning at the Parsonage, and the sun was flooding
the dining-room with light. The family sat at breakfast; we were
all in our best clothes-because it was Sunday; and the breakfast
dish was buttered eggs-because it was Sunday. Because it was
Sunday, too, there was a comfortable feeling of leisure and peace
instead of the weekday sense of hurry and work. . I was a little girl
of perhaps five or six, and that morning I sat between two of my
brothers, the one on my right being two years older than me. Amidst
the hum of general talk, this boy made some remarks to me, which
made me say indignantly, "But Sunday is the seventh day; it says
so in the commandment!" "No, it isn't," said he, " it's the first" ;
and he turned to my father for confirmation. Whereupon my mother
interposed, and suggested that he should try to explain himself how it
was that our Sabbath is the first day instead of the seventh. Whether
he succeeded or not I forget, but the scene still lives in my mindthe shining room, the unbroken circle, the festal feeling of Sunday!
I was reminded of this, because Easter is at hand. We do not know
at what season of the year the Lord Jesus was born in Bethlehem;
but we do know that it was at the time of the Passover that He was
crucified at Calvary. All the Sabbath His body lay in the garden
sepulchre, but on the first day of the week He broke the bonds of death,
and rose triumphant. Just as God hallowed the seventh day because
He had finished the six days' work of creation, so the Lord Jesus
hallowed the first day because He had finished the work of salvation.
It is in remembrance of the finished work of Christ that we keep the
first day of the week for our Sabbath.
But" remembering the Sabbath Day to keep it holy" is quite an
unusual thing nowadays. Most people keep it as a day of laziness
or of amusement; and thousands are kept at work in buses and trains
and picture palaces in order to. help their fellowmen to be lazy or
amused. When I come home from Church on Sunday evenings, I
walk through long streets crowded with sauntering people. Perhaps
a few of them have been to a place of worship; but if they all had,
every church and chapel would be full, and I fear it is more likely
that most of them have done nothing but stroll aimlessly about.
This is all very sad. But you who have been brought up in a
Christian home have been taught that the first day of the week is a
day holy to the Lord. I expect your outward observance of Sunday
is all that it should be; you go to join in the worship of God, you read
different books, and you leave off all your weekday employment. But
do you make the most of the Lord's day? Is it a " means of grace"
to your soul ?
I like to think of the way the disciples spent that first day of the
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week, after the awful day of their Lord's crucifixion. The seventh
day they had spent in resting according to the commandment; but
when the first day dawned, very early in the morning Mary and the
other women went out to the garden where the tomb of Joseph was.
" Very early in the morning!" It seems as if they could not wait
another moment. Their hearts were full of longing for their Lord.
They had seen his dead body laid in the sepulchre, and all their hopes
were crushed: but as they had ministered to Him in life, so they were
determined still to minister to Him in death, and they hurried out in
the darkness with their hands full of gifts. See how they sought the
Lord! And shall we not seek Him Whom our soul loveth? no longer
held in the bonds of death, but a living, risen Saviour. If only we had
some of the eager longing for the Lord Jesus that Mary had, we should
look forward ardently for the coming of Sunday; for though we ought
to be seeking Him always and every day, yet the six days of the week
are full of labour, and sometimes there is very little leisure for thought
and meditation. The Lord's day gives us time in which to think and
read and pray.
It was not only in the early hours of the day that the disciples
sought for Jesus. He seems to have been the one object of their
thoughts the whole day long. They met together and heard the strange
story of the empty tomb; stranger still was the story of Mary that
she had seen the Lord alive, and that He had spoken to her. Later
on, two of them walking out of J eursalem could think and speak of
nothing else; the Lord Jesus filled all their thoughts. And in the
evening when all the little company of disciples came together again,
what was still the subject ·of discussion? They could think and
speak of nothing but the affairs of their Master. It is such a happy
thing when Christian people can talk together of the Lord Jesus; and
the Lord's day is the day above all others when we may join in
fellowship for prayer and ·praise.
Mary sought the Lord with tears; she turned, and saw Jesus standing. Cleopas and his companion talked together of all these things
which had happened; and Jesus Himself drew near. The disciples
met together at eventide to comml!lle with one another about the
wonderful tidings of the rising of the Saviour; and Jesus Himself
stood in the midst of them. The Lord is still the same to-day; He
always draws near to the seeking, longing soul. And though so often
our eyes are holden, yet" how sweet the glimpses of His presence are,"
when He makes Himself known to His people with His blessing of
peace.
DAMARIS.

"THE Fatherhood of God as it is taught in the New Testament
designates not a relationship in which God stands to all men, but a
relationship in which He stands to those who have been redeemed."-

Professor J. Gresham Machen.

.
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In fllemoriam.
THE LATE MR. A. CORNISH, OF ABINGDON.
WE received the enclosed touching letter on March 4th. Although
the Lord's servant to whom it refers had reached an advanced age,
his removal necessarily brings sorrow to many. How full of comfort,
however, it is to have the assurance of His eternal blessedness. "Present with the Lord!" How cheering it is to know that he had read
and valued the Magazine for so long a period. May many others be
raised up to take his place as a reader. Our tender and prayerful
sympathy goes out to his wife.
" , GLENBURN,'
" THE PARK, ABINGDON.
" March 3rd, 1939.
"DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
"My dearly loved husband, Mr. A. Cornish (whose name appears
among the subscribers to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund in last month's
number) passed away very peacefully and suddenly on Jan. 27th, in
his eighty-ninth year.
" He was a great lover of the Magazine, and had taken it regularly,
I believe, between forty and fifty years. He used to read most of the
articles through twice before passing it on to a friend. My husband's
mental faculties, sight, and hearing, were marvellous. He was much
beloved by those around him, as he was possessed of a particularly
kind, patient, and forbearing spirit, and so often remarked to friends
who called to see him, 'I am surrounded with mercies.' He was
senior deacon at the Strict Baptist Chapel at Abingdon.
" I feel very sad and lonely. The loss to me is great indeed, but
for him what a happy exchange, for, 'Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man the things which God hath
prepared for them that love Him,' which my dear one certainly did
as his daily life testified.
" I felt you would be interested to know of his having entered into
rest.
" Yours sincerely,
"BEATRICE CORNISH."

THE people who come here to church often come ten odd miles."Letter from a missionary in China, dated Oct. 2nd, 1938.
Here in England thousands will scarcely walk across the street to
attend a place of worship. The same letter told of an old woman of
seventy-five, who" walked in twenty miles along the most dreadful
Toads" to attend a special service. "She arrived covered with mud,
but full of praise that the Lord had kept her from slipping."
H
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THE LATE MR. JOHN WHITE AND "THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE."

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-May I add one brief record to the loving
tributes of grateful memories to our late beloved friend, Mr. John
White, of Southport. I was greatly interested in yours and now the
letter by " A. G." in the March issue, and could only rejoice and praise
at the fervent and grace-constrained testimony of the fruit abounding
from the faithful sowing of the Lord's dear servant, and how many have
indeed cause to say, " The memory of the just is blessed."
Dear Mr. White and a party came twice to the Clifton Conferences,
and it was my happy privilege on both occasions to find them rooms,
and to meet them there in holy fellowship.
Some few years later, when the GOSPEL MAGAZINE copyright was
likely to be sold and to pass into other channels, our beloved friend
and then editor sent for me to confer and then to join him in prayer
and to ask for counsel from the Great Head of the Church, and plead
that if His will, the dear and time-honoured Magazine might not cease
to exist, nor, if preserved, be moved from that which all through its
history had been the aim, ever shunning not to declare the whole
counsel of God in His Sovereign Electing Love and free mercy.
It was laid upon my heart, after the interview with dear Mr. Ormiston,
to write and put the matter before about a dozen readers, and one
of these was the dear friend of whom we are writing, Mr. John White.
If I remember correctly, so spontaneous was his reply, although just
starting on a long journey, that I received it by return of post, and it
was the first reply of all the twelve corresponded with. Mr. White's
characteristic words were: "The dear old GOSPEL MAGAZINE must
not go, even if I had to find every penny wherewith to save it," and he
enclosed a cheque for £10. Within a few days all the others written
to, responded most sympathetically and generously, so that when the
beloved editor heard of it, he was encouraged to believe that the Lord
intended its preservation. So we went forward until all but the last
£100 was promised. Then came this remarkable providence and
signal answer to prayer. Mr. Ormiston now asked me to join him in
prayer that the last £100 might be sent in quickly, as in these matters,
"It generally comes in so slowly and by very small gifts," he said.
That prayer of his registered in heaven was indeed to have a swift
return. A registered letter reached me a few days later from a beloved
man of God saying (as far as my memory now serves me of those sacred
days about thirty-four years ago), "You haven't let me know quite
recently how you are getting on with that' G. M.' fund; but in case
you may be wanting a little further help, I enclose you a cheque for
£50." With a glad heart I posted this off to dear Mr. Ormiston, and
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his reply was, in the gladness of his heart, " The Lord hath indeed done
great things for us. Your cheque from Mr. McW. was met here by
one of a similar sum from our good friend, Mr. White." And so the
prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God had indeed finished the thing,
and sent in the "last £100" in two halves and fulfilled to His dear .
servant the promise given him at the onset, and which he loved to
point you to in his well-worn Bible, "The Lord shall open unto thee
his good treasure" (Deut xxviii. 12).
" The dear old GOSPEL MAGAZINE," as dear Mr. White called it, has
passed through many vicissitudes, but is still preserved and blessed
to His Church on earth, because Divinely watched over by Him of
Whom the prophet said truly, " 0 Lord, are not Thine eyes upon the
truth."
Affectionately yours in Christ,

R.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-We have nearly finished another six months of the
sixty-sixth year of work, and would praise the kindness of the Lord in
enabling me to get through. We have abundant cause to praise
God for His mercy. We need as never before to labour on.
A chaplain writes: "It was a pleasant surprise for me to find your
parcels of literature waiting for me when I returned. I would like
to say how very much we here appreciate your kindness and sympathy
with our work. You will be interested to know that this supply of
literature arrived just before your previous parcels would have been
exhausted, for our missionaries find the cards and magazines extremely
useful in their contact with sailors. The volumes are particularly
fine. The .magazines and other books you have sent, including copies
of the New Testament, will also prove effective by leaving them in the
cabins. The copies of Pilgrim's Progress will doubtless prove an
inspiration to some sailor or another, while I have no doubt that the
pictUre cards will help to make a fo'c'sle brighter. In fact, everything
will be of a tremendous help in our vital missionary work. I am
sorry that you are not so well in body, but it is obvious that you are
still strong in spirit."
From a missionary: "I thank you for your parcel of books and
Scriptures, ~lso for your kind letter. The books, etc., will be much
appreciated by the men, I am sure."
From a friend in Scotland: "I am sending you £1 for personal needs.
I hope you are no worse at least as you go about your Christian service,
and that the reading of the literature sent to the Army and Navy will
be blessed to many soldiers and sailors. May you encourage yourself
in the Lord and experience more and more in your own soul the comfort
and consolations that are in His love, and in His unerring wisdom."
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A friend writes: "Your very kind and warm-hearted letter reached
me. It is cheering to be helpful to one of the Lord's servants and to
pilgrims to the heavenly city, in a time of affiiction and of need. The
. dear apostle kindly admonishes to this service, and saying that the
performing thereof gave occasion for much thanksgiving unto God.
This also is becoming us poor sinners and is well pleasing in His sight,
as the Lord Jesus said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'
Dear friend, in your trials and affiictions ' Be of good courage' and be
patient."
Yours sincerely,
.21, Firjield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, March, 1939.

"FROM EVERLASTING."
" Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."MICAH v. 2.
" THE Lord Jesus had goings forth for His people as their Representative before the throne, long before they appeared upon the stage of time.
It was' from everlasting' that He signed the compact with His Father,
that He would pay blood for blood, suffering for suffering, agony for
agony, and death for death, in the behalf of His people; it was' from
everlasting' that He gave Himself up without a murmuring word,
that from the crown of His head to the sole of His foot He might
sweat great drops of blood, that He might be spit upon, pierced,
mocked, rent asunder, and crushed beneath the pains of death. His
goings forth as our Surety were from everlasting. Pause, my soul,
and wonder! Thou hadst goings forth in the Person of Jesus' from
everlasting.' Not only when thou wast born into the world did Christ
love thee, but His delights were with the sons of men before there were
any sons of men. Often did He think of them; from everlasting to
everlasting He had set His affection upon them. What! my soul,
has He been so long about thy salvation, and will not He accomplish
it? Has He from everlasting been going forth to save me, and will
He lose me now? What! has He carried me in His hand, as His
precious jewel, and will He now let me slip from between His fingers?
Did He choose me before the mountains were brought forth or the
channels of the deep were digged, and will He reject me now? Impossible! I am sure He would not have loved me so long if He had not
been a changeless Lover. If He could grow weary of me, He would
have been tired of me long before now. If He had not loved me with
a love as deep as hell, and as strong as death, He would have turned
from me long ago. Oh, joy above all joys, to know that I am His
everlasting and inalienable inheritance, given to Him by His Father
or ever the earth was! Everlasting love shall be the pillow for my
head this night."-(O. H. Spurgeon's " Evening Readings."}

The Gospel Magazine
'tote~tant

173

113eacon.

NO PEACE WITH ROME.
Part I.
A

CHURCH ASSOCIATION LECTURE BY THE LATE REV. M. HOBART
SEYMOUR, M.A., OF BATH, AT ST. JAMES'S HALL,
PICCADILLY, LONDON, MARCH 19TH, 1867
SLIGHTLY ABBREVIATED.

WE have cast in our lot with the Church of England as she has been
these last three hundred years. We sought no peace with Rome in
the palmy days of her pride and her power; and we will seek no
peace with her now in these days of her decay and her weakness.
We sought no union with her when her Pontiffs shook the thrones and
kingdoms of Europe, deposing sovereigns, absolving subjects of their
oaths of allegiance, and trampling crowns and sceptres under their
feet; and we will not seek union with her now in these days when
the Papacy is left out in the cold, and her Pontiff is seated on the
bayonets of his Zouaves, and wishes us to believe they are the rock
of St. Peter.
When we read in the Book of Books, that it is " a good and pleasant
thing for brethren to dwell together in unity," we remember that they
were brethren; and when our Lord prayed that His disciples might
be one, as He and the Father are one, they were His disciples. He
wished all His disciples to be one, brethren one of another, members of the household and family of faith, loving the Lord Jesus
Christ, and loving all those that love Him in sincerity and truth.
This love of union among all them that love Him is an instinct with
the Christian. And this Christian love of union, after healing our
own unhappy divisions in the bosom of our own Church, and cementing together in one holy band of union every holy, prayerful, and
loving heart among us, would then, like the expanding circles on
water, expand and embrace all those other Christian persons among
the Nonconformists, who, though perhaps not members of our Church
of England, are members of the Church of Christ in England, and
Scotland, and Ireland, and Wales; they are our fellow-countrymen,
bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh, speaking the same language,
reading the same Bible, loving the same Gospel, and worshipping the
same Saviour. This Christian love of union then again, like the widening circles on water, would widen and embrace those Protestant and
Reformed Churches of Norway, and Sweden, and Denmark, and
Holland, and France, and Switzerland, and Germany, and America,
now numbering, exclusive of our own Church, nearly ninety millions
of souls, and who hold the same faith, preach the same Gospel, and
love the same Saviour, Who, of His great mercy, some three hundred
years ago, led them and us together out of the bondage and darkness
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of Rome, " out of that land of Egypt, and out of that house of bondage."
This is a Christian love of union, but it has its counterfeits. There
are those who for thirty years have been" causing division among us,
contrary to sound doctrine," and who take pride in having for thirty
years been creating a new party in our Church-who boast that for
thirty years they have been teaching a new school of theology in
our Church-who glory in inventing a new ritualism to divide them
from the simpler services of our Church-who delight in gorgeous
vestments, to make themselves unlike their brethren-who wish to
startle or surprise us day by day with some new and sensational
device to divide us more and more-and, above all, who threaten
to secede, and, if we yield not to them, to create a secession from
the Church. This is not the spirit of union, it is the spirit of separation, and of schism, and of heresy. And yet these are the men ever
talking about the union of Christendom, talking about the union of
East and West-talking unctuously about union of England with
Rome, and at the same time hate the Protestant and Reformed
Churches, ignore their Christianity, deny their sacraments, repudiate their ministry, and refuse all union or communion with them.
It is a suspicious taint on all this talking about the union of Christendom that, although these Protestant and Reformed Churches, even
over and beside our Protestant and Reformed Church of England,
amount to no less than nearly ninety millions of immortal souls, there
is no longing or sighing for union with that mighty multitude; and,
although our doctrinal differences from them are mere dust in the balance of the sanctuary-mere thistledown on the wind, compared with
our deadly and fatal differences with the Church of Rome, yet there
is no sighing and yearning for union with this mighty multitude, and
all the longing, and sighing, and yearning, and prayer is for union with
that Church of Rome against whose errors and corruptions we have
protested, and which is the most corrupt and the least Christian of
all the Churches of Christendom.
But with the truest love of peace, and the deepest desire for union
among all those who love the Lord Jesus Christ, we can have no peace
or union of the Church of England with the Church of Rome until
:Rome first ceases to be what she has been in the past, and what she
is in the present. It stands out the first and chiefest of all conditions
that she must cast away the errors and corruptions of doctrine and of
practice against which we protested at the Reformation. The canker
that lies at the root of all attempts at union-even in that Eirenikon
that like a portentous meteor has lately flared athwart the ecclesiastical
horizon-is that their authors overlook all this, and that they set the
Church of Rome before their eyes as a sort of model, and that the
Church of England is bound to concede and concede again, and still
concede, till she has nothing more to concede, and till she is modelled
and assimilated to the Church of Rome. The only process that we
can consent to, is that which we adopt universally in the affairs of
human life when there is alienation, or estrangement amongst friends.
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It is not by bringing their differences into the foreground and talking
about them, but by casting them into the background, and forgetting
them. It is by bringing all their common interests into the foreground
and casting all their divisions into the background and remembering
them no more. This commends itself to the good feeling, and just
judgment, and common sense of mankind. And if in like manner
we bring forward all those great truths on which the two Churches
are agreed, accepting and settling them-receiving and establishing
them, and then casting out and casting away all those things on which
we are divided-casting them away as elements of strife and division
and dissension and controversy and bitterness-casting them away
never more to be mentioned in the Church of God, then the result
would be something like this: The two Churches are agreed that the
Holy Scriptures are the Word of God, and as such are an infallible
rule of faith and practice. On this we are in accord, and therefore let
this be accepted and settled between us. But the two Churches
are not agreed that the traditions of men or of Churches are an infallible
rule of either faith or practice, and therefore let this be cast away, as
an element of dissention never again to be mentioned among us.
Again, the two Churches are agreed that the Lord Jesus Christ has left
in the Church two Sacraments, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord.
On this we are agreed, and therefore let this be received and established
between us. But we are not agreed that there are five more Sacraments
or Sacramental ceremonies, and therefore let all this be cast out, as a
root of bitterness and division, and remembered no more for ever.
Again, the two Churches are agreed that there are three primitive
creeds, the Apostles', the Nicene, and the Athanasian. On these we
are in perfect accord, and therefore let these be retained and adopted.
But the two Churches are not agreed on a fourth creed that goes by
the name of Pope Pius, and therefore let it be cast away, torn to pieces,
or committed to the flames for ever. Again, the two Churches are
agreed that in the future world there is a heaven for the saved, and a
hell for the lost. On this we are in entire accord, and therefore let this
be arranged as an article of faith among us. But the two Churches
are not agreed as to a third region of purgatory, and therefore let that
be cast out of our religion, and as a source of contention let it never
again be mentioned in the Churches of God. Again, the two Churches
are agreed that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Mediator of redemption
and intercession between man and his God, and therefore let that be
accepted and established as a bond of union for ever. But the Churches
are not agreed that the Virgin Mary, or the saints, are mediators of
redemption or intercession, and therefore let this be cast out of the
Church as an element of strife and controversy, and let it be remembered no more for ever. Again, and lastly, the two Churches are
agreed that the sinner should confess his sins to God and seek for
pardon through the blood of the Lamb. Here we are in accord,
and therefore let this be received and settled as our practice for ever.
But the two Churches are not agreed that the sinner is bound to confess
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to his fellow-sinner and seek priestly absolution at his hands, and therefore let that practice be utterly cast out and never again be mentioned
in the Church of God. We might go on this way through the whole
.range of our controversy with Rome, adopting, settling, and establishing all on which we are agreed, and rejecting and casting awayeverything on which we are not agr~ed. And the result would be that we
should cast away every error and corruption of doctrine and of practice
against which we protested at the Reformation; the Church of Rome
would be assimilated to the Church of England, and the Church of
Rome would herself be a Reformed Church, a Church of the
Reformation.
But until this, or something like this, take place, I can see no union
of the Churches within the circle of possibilities. The antagonism in
doctrine, the difference in principles, the divergence in practices prevent
the possibility of union. There are more than twenty items of doctrine
and of practice on which the two Churches are at issue, and in the
majority of these the issue is one of life and death. The Canons of the
Council of Trent elaborately detail them with an anathema to each.
The Church of England carefully specifies all of them in her Articles.
She rejects the Romish doctrine of the insufficiency of Holy Scripture
as the rule of faith in Article VI. And the Romish doctrine of the
inspiration of the Apocrypha in the same Article. She rejects the
Romish doctrine of justification by human works and human merits
in Article XI. She condemns the doctrine of supererogation in Article
XIV. She rejects the infallibility of the Church of Rome in Article
XIX. And the jurisdiction of the Bishops of Rome in this realm in
Article XXXVIII. She denies the infallibility of general councils
in Article XXI. She condemns the doctrine of Rome on purgatory,
and indulgences, and images and relics, and on the invocation of saints,
in Article XXII. She condemns services in an unknown tongue in
Article XXIV. The five additional sacraments in Article XXV. The
dogma of transubstantiation in Article XXVIII. The adoration of
the Host in the same: the sacrifice of Masses in Article XXXI. And
the constrained celibacy of the clergy in Article XXXII. Besides
all the errors condemned in the Homilies in Article XXXV. Here
are some twenty items of doctrine and of practice on which the two
Churches are at issue, and in which the antagonism is direct and the
divergence infinite. And the simple fact that the Church of England
requires the signature of every clergyman, from the highest archbishop
to the lowest curate, to these Articles, not only at his :first ordination,
but at every subsequent step in his ecclesiastical career, shows that
she binds and pledges the whole body of her clergy as Protestants
against the Church of Rome in all these several particulars, and therefore I see not how-while these Articles exist-any union between
the Church of England and the Church of Rome can come within the
range of possibilities.
In dealing, therefore, with this subject, it is obvious I can only
select a very few-I propose three--of these twenty and more iteIIlB
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of antagonism in order to illustrate the impossibility of our having
any peace with Rome, or any union with Rome, while she continues
as she has been in the past, and as she is in the present.
And first among these is the idolatrous worship of the Virgin Mary.
It has been my lot to have witnessed the working of Romanism in
many lands and various climates-the Irish phase of Romanism
in Ireland, the Spanish phase of Romanism as planted by Spain in
Mexico and South America, the French phase of Romanism as seen
in France, the German in every district of Germany, and the Italian in
every province of Italy. And the impression stamped upon my mind
is that the religion of the Church of Rome is gradually receding from
the religion of Jesus Christ, and is as gradually developing into the
religion of the Virgin Mary. When residing some years since at Rome,
and in conversation with an ecclesiastic of the Collegio Romano, I
detailed to him this impression, and I added that it seemed to me
that the modern religion of the Church of Rome would be more fitly
named the religion of Mary than the religion of Christ. He fully assented
to my statement; he approved of it himself, and approvingly added
that every year it was more and more becoming increasingly such.
I shall therefore ask permission to read a few extracts to illustrate
the nature of the worship of Mary. And though I am aware how
unsuited the reading of extracts is at a public meeting, yet I feel that
they will thrill through the heart of this meeting far more than any
words of mine. I shall first read a well-known passage from Liguori,
as translated into English, and as recommended in a preface by the
late Cardinal Wiseman:" We read in the Chronicles of St. Francis, that brother Leo once
saw in a vision two ladders, one red, at the summit of which was Jesus
Christ, and the other white, at the top of which presided His blessed
Mother. He observed that many who endeavoured to ascend the first
ladder, after mounting a few steps, fell down, and on trying again were
equally unsuccessful, so that they never attained the summit. But a
voice having told them to try the white ladder, they soon gained the top;
the Blessed Virgin having held forth her hands to help them "-Glories
of Mary, chapter viii, s. 3.
The simple lesson taught in these words is that Mary is more merciful
than Christ, and that we shall be more sure of our salvation if we
seek it through the Virgin Mary than if we seek it through Jesus Christ.
We may fail with Him, we are certain to succeed with her. Now
Dr. Newman tells us we should fling these, as Italian extravagancies, to
the winds, and should confine ourselves to the sober proprieties of
English Romanism. I have no time to pause here and show how this
implies that Romanism in Italy is one thing, and Romanism in England
is another, but I shall select my next extract from one of his clerical
converts in England:"In one sense the blessed Virgin Mary is more sure to hear our
prayers than our blessed Lord. . . . It is the privilege of Mary to share
the lovingkindness of her Son towards sinners, and not to execute His
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wrath upon them, and therefore she is all mercy, while He is both mercy
and justice. Her mercy, indeed, is but the mercy of a creature, while
His is that of the Omnipotent God; her love is that of an intercessor,
His the love of a Redeemer. But nevertheless the only office she is
commissioned to fulfil towards sinners is one of pity, and thus, in one
sense, a sinner's prayers are more sure to be heard by her than by her
Bon."-The Rambler.
There is no mistaking the hideous lesson of these words. It is
that Mary is more ready to hear our prayers than is Jesus Christ,
and that our prayers are more sure to be heard in the courts of heaven,
by the Great Father of all, when we pray through the Virgin Mary
than when we pray through Jesus Christ. Our blessed Lord has
promised-" Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name I will
do it. Hitherto ye have asked nothing in My name. Ask and ye
shall receive, that your joy may be full." But now in this sample
of the proprieties of English Romanism, we have Mary superseding
Christ, and thus in the intercession of our Great High Priest, Who
" ever liveth to make intercession for us" (Heb. vii. 25), the Virgin
Mary is supplanting Jesus Christ! But allow me to read again from
Liguori :" Saint Bernardine, of Sienna, does not hesitate to say that all things,
even God Himself, are subject to the empire of Mary. The Saint seems
to intimate thereby that God hears her prayers as if they were commands. 'The Lord,' says Saint Anselm, 'has so exalted thee, Mary,
that His favour has rendered thee Omnipotent.' 'Yes,' adds Saint
Lawrence, 'Mary is Omnipotent, for, according to all laws, the Queen
enjoys the same privileges as the King, and that power may be equal
between the Son and the Mother, Jesus has rendered Mary Omnipotent;
the one is Omnipotent by nature, the other Omnipotent by grace' "(chapter
vi., s. 1).
In these words the power of Mary is said to be equal to the power
'of her Son-that she, as the Queen of Heaven, has the same privileges
~s He as the King of Kings, and that both are omnipotent-one by
nature, and the other by grace, but both omnipotent, thus ascribing
to Mary the grandest of the attributes of the Godhead. I shall now
read an extract from another of their clerical converts in England.
Mr. Oakley thus writes :" It is a matter, not of pious inference merely, but of simple fact, that
the Precious Blood we therein (i.e., in the Sacrament) receive is the
blood derived from Mary, though infinitely exalted by His union with
the Divinity. . . . We may also say, and truly say, that the Blood of
the Blessed Virgin was in her Son from first to last, and is therefore
in that wondrous communication of Himself which He makes to us in the
Blessed Eucharist."-Letter to Dr. Manning, p. 23.
Here we learn that we receive the blood of Mary when partaking
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. But this point is more fully
stated in the last extract I shall read, and which is from another of
their converts in England. Mr. Faber thus writes:-
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" In the Eucharist he received the Flesh and Blood, not only of
Christ, but also a great, yea, chief part of Mary, for if the Flesh and
Blood of the Son and the Mother be one, he who receiveth the Flesh and
Blood of the Son must needs also receive the Flesh and Blood of the Mother ;
and·if the Son is a part of his parents, whoso eateth the Son, eateth also
part of the Mother. Hence he said that all they who are worthily
refreshed with the Body and Blood of Christ become one flesh not only
with the Lord Christ, but pass into one flesh with the Virgin."-Extracts
in Eirenikon, p. 17l.
And thus, in the most sacred and solemn sacrament of the Church,
our minds are to be divided between Mary and Christ, and when we
partake of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, we also partake of
the Body and Blood of the Virgin Mary. I ask in all solemnity-can
blasphemy go further than this ~ And 1 ask again-can idolatry go
further than this ~ If I have said that the religion of Rome is receding
from the religion of Christ and developing into the religion of Mary
-developing into that which they call the coming age-" the age of
Mary"-I feel my words are justified by language like this, and
I am sure that 1 but speak the living sentiments of this meeting
when I say that the Church of England can have no union with a
Church branded and blackened by blasphemies and idolatries like
these.
I now pass to a second item of antagonism, a second element that
renders impossible any union between the two Churches. I allude
to the mingled superstition and idolatry of the Church of Rome connected with transubstantiation. I refer to the XXVIII. Article,
which says, " Transubstantiation overthroweth the nature of a sacrament, and hath given occasion to maily superstitions"-many superstitions. 1 refer again to the rubric which says of the adoration of
the host that" It is an idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians,"
-idolatry to be abhorred. Appended to this Article and this rubric
are the signatures of every archbishop and bishop, every dean and
archdeacon, every rector and curate, and on the faith of these signatures, as believing what they thus sign, they hold their various preferments under the laws of this land. I feel, therefore, that I stand on
firm ground with this charge, which is not a charge of superstition
generally like that contained in the Homilies, and there illustrated
to perfection, superstition cherished among the weak and the ignorant,
childish superstitions, silly superstitions, ridiculous superstitions,
tending to bring holy things into contempt and ridicule, but it is a
charge formally made by the Church of England against the Church
of Rome, a charge of mingled superstition and idolatry, connected
with transubstantiation.
Once they assume that the bread, after consecration, ceases to be
bread, and is transubstantiated into their present God-once they
assume this, a whole series of mingled superstitions and idolatries
commences. Everyone is aware that after the words of consecration
the priest is required to elevate the Host as God, and the people are
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required to bow, worship, and adore it as their present God. There
are probably some here present who have witnessed the strange superstition called" the Benediction of the Host." They place their present
. God in a cavity in the Monstrance or Ostensarium, that is, a sort of
cross fantastically decorated, and they carry him on a promenade or
procession around the church, and bringing him back to the altar,
compel him to give the "Benediction" to the people. The priest
compels him to bow to those on the right, thus giving them the blessing;
then compels him to bow to those on the left, thus giving them the
blessing; then compels him to bow to those before, thus giving them
the blessing; and all the congregation bow, worship, and adore it as
their present God. There are probably many here present who have
witnessed them carrying the Host through the streets of the cities
of Southern Europe. Attendants go before swinging their censers of
incense, incensing the streets as it passes. Others carry lighted candles
as if to light it on its way in all the brightness of the Spanish climate
and all the brilliance of an Italian sky; while others still hold a scarlet
umbrella over it to shade it from the sunshine itself is supposed to
have created, and all spectators bow, worship, and adore it as their
present God. There are probably those, too, here present who may
have witnessed the strange superstition of the quarante ore, in which
they compel their present God to go the round of the churches, and
to make a visitation of the churches, remaining quarante ore (forty hours)
in each, to receive the homage of its people. I have myself reckoned
more than three hundred candles so arranged as to pour their concentrated light on the Host, while all bowed, worshipped, and adored
it as their present God. Some, too, here present may have witnessed
that most superstitious of their festivals, that of Corpus Christi. Some,
it is said, desire to revive it among us, and therefore may wish to
learn its origin. A young woman in the Middle Ages, named Juliana,
said that whenever she prayed to God or the saints she always beheld
the full moon rise before her eyes, and as she contemplated this full
moon she beheld a crack in its disk. She soon learned that the crack
in the disk was symbolical of a defect in the festivals of the Church,
and that the defect was that there was no festival in honour of Corpus
Christi-the consecrated Host-their God. This was conveyed to
the Pope. It fell in with his notions, and such was the origin of this
festival. I have myself witnessed this festival in the fine old city of
Ravenna. The houses were all dressed in crimson hangings, the
people were all in their holiday costume, the street in which I was
living was covered over with canvas so as to present the appearance
of one long and continuous tent. Along this the Host was carried;
bishops and priests in the most gorgeous vestments surrounded it;
thurifers went before swinging their censers and perfuming the air
with their fragrance; monks beyond numbering carried lighted candles
in all the brilliance of an Italian summer's-day; banners and bannerets
of every colour in the rainbow fluttered around it. The sackbut,
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music were there; a body of
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soldiers were a guard of honour, and all the spectators bowed, worshipped, and adored it as their present God.
Now all these are superstitions not of the weak and the ignorant,
but interwoven with the whole system of the Church; priests, bishops,
cardinals, popes, all take their part in them. In the Holy Week one
portion of the ceremonies is the wretched superstition of burying the
consecrated bread as their God, and then raising him again as the
resurrection of Jesus Christ; Popes, cardinals, bishops, and priests
taking part in the ridiculous superstition. I have myself been present
.and witnessed the whole. It is no excuse for all this idolatry that they
conscientiously think it their God, and that they do not intend to
{lommit idolatry. God forbid that we should judge the intentions or
consciences of our fellow-men. We leave the intentions and consciences of men to the wondrous and loving compassion of our God,
and we pray "by His agony and bloody sweat, by His cross and
passion, by His precious death and burial, by His glorious resurrection
and ascension," that God may forgive their sad mistake and pardon
their great error; but we know the bread is still bread, and we know
the wine is still wine-that they are mere creatures. When the heathen
worships the sun it is because he believes the great God resides in the
sun. When the heathen worships an image it is because he believes the
great God is in the image. In both cases he is in error, and all agree
that the man is an idolater. And when the members of the Church of
Rome adore the bread, and excuse themselves by saying they believe
that their God is in the bread, they are in precisely the same category
as the heathen. One worships his God in the sun, another worships
his God in the image, the third worships his God in the bread. In
one and all it is alike idolatry.
But as we travel onward Alps on Alps arise, superstitions on superstitions arise. The Missale Romanum, the Missal of Rome-a volume
holding the same place in the Church of Rome as the Communion
Service in the Common Prayer holds in the Church of Englandsuggests that their present God may be carried away by some animal,
as if He could be devoured by dogs or eaten by rats, and then with a
strange profaneness directs the priests to consecrate another-to make
another God in His stead! Even more, it suggests that their present
God may be blown away by a blast of wind so that He cannot be found,
and even lost-lost by an accident, and cannot be found; and then
the Missal directs the priest to consecrate another, to make another
'God in His place! But as we travel onward Alps on Alps arise, superstitions on superstitions arise, for where, after all, is there so great '1
superstition as this Goliath of all superstitions, the dogma of transub,stantiation itself? It supposes that by the utterance of five words of
Latin, a language which our blessed Lord never spoke, a piece of bread
is changed into the Creator of the world and the Saviour of mankind.
In the simple words of old Bishop Hall, " The priest first makes his
God, and then eats him." It supposes that our blessed Lord on that
night when he sat down with His disciples to eat the last Passover
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with them, when on " that night to be much remembered," he took
bread and wine in His hands, and blessed them as the simple memorials
of His coming death, of His body so soon to be broken, and of His
blood so soon to be shed, it assumes that He held in His hands, not
the simple memorials of bread and wine, but His own body. In the
words of the Catechism of Trent, He held His own" Body and Blood,
and Soul, and Divinity, and Bones, and Nerves," and gave Himself to
His disciples, and that they actually and literally ate the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself, all the while that He was sitting at the table and
talking with them! And yet more, it assumes that, as the Church of
Rome teaches, when He as celebrant of this sacrifice Himself partook
of the sacrifice, He did actually and literally eat Himself all the while
that He was sitting at table and talking with them! I challenge you
to produce from among the Fakirs of India, or from among the Fetishes
of Africa, a superstition comparable to this. And I argue that it is
impossible for the Church of England to become united to the Church
of Rome while she is defiled and polluted by such mingled superstition
and idolatry as this.
And once more, there is a third element of divergence separating
the two Churches so widely, as to render any union between them
impossible. I allude to the sacrifice of the Mass. The sacrifice of the
Mass is regarded in the Church of Rome as the chiefest and highest
act of worship in the Church of God, as her juge sacrificium, as her
daily sacrifice upon her altars. And the same sacrifice of the Mass is
condemned by the Church of England as a blasphemous fable and a
dangerous imposture. There is certainly a terrible significance in
these words as the grave, thoughtful, deliberate judgment of the
Church of England on the doctrine of the Church of Rome. I refer
to Article XXXI. It states-" The offering of Christ once made is
that perfect redemption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the sins
of the whole world, both original and actual, and there is none other
satisfaction for sin but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifices of Masses
in which it was co=only said that the priest did offer Christ for quick
and dead to have remission of pain and guilt, were blasphemous fables
and dangerous deceits." There is no truth stands out in the volume of
revelation more strongly, clearly, and vividly than that the one
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the croS.3 is the alone and the allsufficient sacrifice of atonement or propitiation, and satisfaction for
sin. It stands out as the central sun, around which so many other
truths, bright and precious, like so many planets, circle in their orbits.
And if this be indeed the truth-if it be the truth that the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ on the cross is the alone and all-sufficient sacrifice or
atonement for sin, according to the words of the apostle, "There is no
more offering for sin" (Heb. x. 18); and again, "There remaineth
no more sacrifice for sin" (Heb. x. 26), then to teach, as the Church
of Rome teaches, that her sacrifice of the Mass is equally, as the sacrifice
on the, cross, necessary to the remission of sins-to teach that her
sacrifice of the Mass is equally precious as the sacrifice of the Cross in
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the sight of God-to teach this is to impeach and blaspheme the alone
and all-sufficient sacrifice on the cross, and is therefore a blasphemous
fable and a dangerous deceit.
_They tell us, indeed, that they do not intend this, for that their
sacrifice of the Mass is not another and different sacrifice, but the
very same, identically the same as the sacrifice of Christ on the cross;
for that they have the same victim, Jesus Christ Himself, in the consecrated Host, the same body that was broken on the cross, and the same
blood that was shed on Calvary; in short, that their sacrifice of the
Mass is the very same sacrifice of the Cross performed again and again
on the altars of the Church.
But all this is impossible-simply impossible; for, if the sacrifice
of the Mass be indeed the sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, then
Christ must be offered every time the Mass is offered, that is, again
and again; whereas the express language of Scripture is, that Christ
was offered once for all and once for ever: "We are sanctified through
the o:IIering of the body of Christ once for all; and every priest standeth
daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which
can never take away sins, but this man after he had offered one sacrifice
for sins sat down for ever at the right hand of God; for by one offering
He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 10).
He was once offered, and it was never to be repeated.
But, again, all this is simply impossible; for, if their sacrifice of
the Mass be the same as the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, then must
Jesus Christ be put to death-must die every time the Mass is offered;
that is, again and again; whereas the express language of Scripture
is, that He died once and dieth no more: "Christ being dead dieth
no more; death hath no more dominion over Him. For in that He
died, He died unto sin once: and in that He liveth, He liveth unto
God" (Rom. vi. 9). He dieth no more. In His own words: "I am
He that liveth, and was dead: and, behold, I am alive for evermore"
-for evermore! (Rev. i. 18).
But, again, all this is simply impossible; for if the sacrifice of the
Mass be the same as the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, then He must
undergo the sufferings and agonies of the cross every time the Mass
is offered; that is, day by day; whereas the express language of
Scripture is: "Then must He often have suffered since the foundation
of the world: but now in the end of the world hath He appeared to
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed unto
men once to die, and after this the judgment, so Christ was offered to
bear the sins of many" (Heb. ix. 25). He suffered once, and was never
to suffer again.
To escape from all this, they tell us that all this repeated dying,
and suffering, and bleeding of Jesus Christ in the sacrifice of the Mass
would, indeed, be true if the sacrifices of the Mass were not an unbloody
sacrifice. They tell us it is an unbloody sacrifice-a sacrifice without
blood, and therefore a sacrifice without death or suffering. But here
they answer themselves; for if the Mass be without death, without
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suffering, without shedding of blood, it cannot be the same as that
sacrifice of the Cross where there was death, and suffering, and shedding
of blood. But they will tell us the sacrifice of the Mass is an unbloody
- sacrifice; that the Council of Trent declares it an unbloody sacrifice;
that all their catechisms declare it an unbloody sacrifice. Then what
has become of transubstantiation 1 They told us that the wine, after
consecration, ceased to be wine, and became blood-nothing but blood,
an offering of blood, and now they tell us it is a sacrifice without blood
-an unbloody sacrifice! With transubstantiation all is blood. With
the sacrifice of the Mass nothing is blood!
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OUR LORD COMETH. By William J. Rowlands. Pp. 128. Price Is.
(G. H. Fromow, 9, Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.)
The subject of this attractively printed booklet is one that is precious.
to all Evangelical Christians. Sad to say, however, wide differences
of view obtain among them on the interpretation of the Scriptures
relating to it. Yet it is among the things which have been written
for our learning, and every Christian should humbly and prayerfuily
study the Scriptures in order that he may intelligently and scripturally
look for that blessed hope. It is to be feared that large numbers drink
in what various expositors say without carefully examining the Scriptures for themselves. In fact, it seems clear that many expositors
are slipshod in their interpretations.
The first edition of this booklet appeared in 1930. This second
edition has been revised and enlarged by the author. The author has
given careful attention to this subject for many years, and the booklet
bears evidence of careful and exhaustive examination of Scripture
teaching relating to it. His references to teachers whose expositions
he does not endorse are made in a kindly spirit. He carefully examines
what is called the" Two-stage Theory," the Olivet prophecy, "The
Day of Christ" the subject of the Tribulation, the words, " Taken out
of tlie way," the" Letters to the Seven Churches," and in a concluding
chapter meets some general difficulties which have been raised.
Altogether the booklet is a very valuable contribution to the subject
of the Lord's coming, and we reco=end our readers, whatever their
own views may be, to order copies.

" FLY to the throne of grace by prayer,
And pour out all your wishes there;
Effectual fervent prayer prevails
When every other method fails."-(Hart's Hymns.)

