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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHlA.NS i. 4

A CALL

TO HUMILIATION AND

PRAYER.

"We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done
wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from Thy precepts
and from Thy judgments: neither have we hearkened unto
Thy servants the prophets, which spake in Thy name to our
k~ngs, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the
land."-DANIEL ix. 5, 6.

THE Prophet Daniel occupied a high position in both the
Babylonian and the Medo-Persian empires. He belonged to
the tribe of J udah, and was one of the captives taken from
Jerusalem to Babylon. (See chapters i. 6; ii. 25; vi. 13.)
Though occupied much in the affairs of state, he found time to
read his Bible, or such parts of it as were then available. The
ninth chapter of his book shows that he was acquainted with the
past history of God's ancient people as recorded in the books of
Moses, and in the subsequent historical books of the Old Testament.
He was also acquainted with the prophecy of Jeremiah. His
confession of national sin, as given in this chapter (ix.), was made
in the first year of Darius, i.e., in the sixty-ninth year of the
Babylonian Captivity. He knew therefore from the prophecy of
Jeremiah that when seventy years were accomplished that captivity
would terminate. He" understood by books the number of the
years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet,
that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of
Jerusalem" (verse 2, and see Jer. xxv. 12; xxix. 10). He believed
that what GOD had promised He would certainly perform. Hence
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his deep humiliation before GOD because of the sins of the nation
to which he belonged, and his earnest cry that the LORD would
turn away His anger from the city which was called by His name
and cause His face to shine upon His sanctuary.
Daniel was a true patriot. He loved his country, He was deeply
conscious of national sin, and humbly earnest in crying unto His
GOD for national deliverance. The prayer which he offered on
this occasion is full of teaching for the people of GOD to-day.
Many of GOD'S people would like a day of national humiliation
to be appointed by the Government in this solemn time in the
history of the nation. There have been occasions in the history
of our nation when a day of humiliation on a week-day was
appointed, in times of national danger and trouble. It seems,
however, hopeless to expect such a day of humiliation to be
appointed in these times. Strictly speaking, national humiliation
is necessarily largely outward in its character so far as the majority
of people is concerned. GOD, however, takes note of outward
signs of repentance, as He did in the case of Ahab and in the case
of the Ninevites. But, if no really national movement is likely,
that is no reason why all the godly of the land should not humble
themselves before GOD, as Daniel did. He did this alone. There
was no calling together of other godly people to join him. In
solitude he drew near to GOD, and his earnest cry was Divinely
noticed.
Even when a day of special prayer is appointed by Church
authorities, it is really impossible for all professing Christians
to unite. The state of the Churches is such that only those who
areagreed as touching anything that they say or pray can profitably unite at any given place. Where it is possible for a number
of godly people to unite in prayer at this time, let them by all
means do so, but we need not depend on large united meetings in
some important centre.
If we are conscious of personal and ecclesiastical and national
sins, there is no reason why we should not humble ourselves before
GOD in private prayer, family prayer, and in all the public
assemblies of GOD'S people on the LORD'S day, and at week-night
assemblies.
Let us not forget the words of our LORD. He says, "If two of
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you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask,
it shall be done for them of My FATHER Which is in heaven. For
where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am
I in the midst of them " (Matt. xviii. 19, 20).
The LORD hears the prayers of two or three, and He also hears
the prayers of individual believers. David was able to say, "I
sought the LORD, and He heard me, and delivered me from all
my fears. . . . This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles" (Ps. xxxiv. 4, 6).
It is to individual believers that the LORD said, " Thou, ,,'"hen
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy
door, pray to thy FATHER Which is in secret; and thy F~THER
Which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly" (Matt. vi. 6).
We would therefore humbly and earnestly say to all our godly
readers, give yourselves to constant prayer in this solemn time in
our national history. Pray personally, pray in your families,
pray in your Church assemblies, pray humbly, pray earnestly,
pray in the Spirit; pray with a consciousness that you yourselves
are not what you ought to be; pray for a mighty revival in your
own souls and in the Church or" GOD; pray without ceasing.
"Wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice
in Thee .~ " (Ps. lxxxv. 6) ..
Daniel's prayer is full of instruction for ourselves. Let us take
note of the general contents of his prayer.
1. First, notice how he speaks of the GOD of his people Israel.
He says, "I prayed unto the LORD my GOD." Daniel was one
of GOD'S real people and the LORD was His Covenant GOD. One'
of the gracious promises of the new Covenant is, "I will be their
GOD, and they shall be My people." That same Covenant teaches
that all who are GOD'S manifested people have new hearts and
GOD has said of them, "I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more" (Jer. xxxi. 33, 34).
Daniel's prayer was offered by one who had experienced GOD'S
regenerating and justifying mercies. Only such men can really pray.
Daniel describes GOD as " the great and dreadful GOD," i.e., He
is a GOD Who is "awe-inspiring," a GOD Who produces in the
minds of those who rightly approach Him" great fear or awe."
In other words, though we may rightly approach Him as Our
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FATHER, and in filial confidence, yet we need to remember His
greatness, majesty, and glory, and stand in awe of Him, and tremble
at His Word. He is a GOD Who should be reverenced, a GOD
Whose name, Whose Word, and Whose day are to be honoured. No
flippancy in thought or word should characterize those who approach
Him.
Again, Daniel recalled His faithfulness. He is a GOD Who
"keepeth the Covenant and mercy to them that love Him, and to
them that keep His commandments." GOD had promised blessing
in abundant measure to Israel if they hearkened to His voice and
observed His commandments, but He had threatened terrible
curses upon them if they disobeyed.
Daniel knew this. He did not therefore ask, "Why hath GOD
done all this evil to Israel'1 How can He be a GOD of love to
permit such awful and prolonged suffering to His people 1" Far
from that, Daniel knew that GOD was faithful, and that if Israel
had indeed hearkened to His voice, He would have fulfilled all His
promises of blessing. Their present terrible sorrows were due
to their national sins.
GOD is still the faithful GOD. His word is still true; He still
says to the righteous, "It shall be well with him." But He also
says, "Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him" (Isa. iii.
10, 11). The sorrows through which we as a nation are now passing
are due to our manifold and mighty sins.
Hence Daniel goes on to say, " 0 LORD, righteousness belongeth
unto thee." Thou art righteous. We are justly punished for our
offences.
But this is not all. Daniel takes great comfort from another
truth about His GOD. He says, "To the LORD our GOD belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against Him"
(verse 9). The" we " refers to the chosen nation-Israel. They were
a type of the Church of GOD, and it is gloriously true that though
GOD'S people in this land are guilty of sin and rebellion, more or
less, yet to our GOD belong mercies and forgivenesses.
Hence for the sake of the godly in the land He may again spare our
land and deliver us from the hands of our enemies at this time. Let
us therefore cry mightily and humbly unto Him, our Covenant GOD.
He has gotten Himself renown by His power and goodness in
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the past. He hath delivered, and in Him we trust that He will
yet deliver. (See verse 15.)
2. Secondly, notice Daniel's confession of Israel's sin.
He said, " We have sinned." Daniel himself was a servant of
the living God. He was a man of courage, a faithful man, and
a man of prayer. Rather than cease praying he 'was content to
be cast into the den of lions. Darius the king bore testimony
to his piety when he said to him, " Thy GOD Whom thou servest
continually, He will deliver thee" (Dan. vi. 16).
Yet Daniel said, " We have sinned, and have committ.ed iniquity,
and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing
from Thy precepts and from Thy judgments: neither have we
hearkened unto Thy servants the prophets, which spake in Thy
Name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the
people of the land."
Daniel identified himself with the nation and humbly acknowledged the nation's sin. They had departed from GOD'S precepts.
They had failed to hearken to GOD'S messengers, the prophets,
whom He sent unto them. The whole nation had sinned, their
kings, their princes, and all the people of the land.
They all had reason to be ashamed of themselves because of
their sins. The men of J udah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
all Israel that were near and that were far off in the countries
whither GOD had driven them-all were guilty, and all had
trespassed ~gainst the LORD, and rebelled against Him. To them
all belonged confusion of face. In spite of all GOD'S mercies to
them they had sinned. "Thou hast brought Thy people forth
out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten
thee renown, as at this day." Yet" We have sinned, we have
done wickedly" (verse 15).
The outstanding sin of the nation was idolatry. Against this
sin Moses frequently warned them, but it was that sin and other
kindred sins which had brought Divine judgments upon the whole
nation.
True, there were no doubt many godly ones, who, like Daniel,
were not guilty of this sin, but Daniel felt he must identify himself
with the nation in his confession of the nation's sins.
Now the people of Israel were a type of the Church of GOD.
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They were, like the Church, Divinely chosen, loved, redeemed and
separated from the world. Yet they sinned.
As a nation they were GOD'S peculiar people. Of course, in
a spiritual sense, only the elect among them were beloved and
chosen, and redeemed from the wrath to come. Nationally,
however, they stand alone among the nations of' the earth, and
as a nation promises of future blessing are made to them alone.
No other nation stands in the same relation to GOD as they did.
But just as GOD dealt graciously with them, and yet they sinned,
so GOD has dealt graciously with all the members of the Church
which CHRIST purchased with His Own blood, and yet we have
sinned. We, the people of GOD in this land, have sinned. It is
true the German and Russian rulers have sinned very grievously.
It is true they are guilty of awful and Satanic cruelty, and they
are guilty of precipitating these terrible ,wars at the Western front,
in Finland, and in Poland.
But let us not forget that we, GOD'S people, are very guilty of
manifold sins. We have erred and strayed from His ways like
lost sheep. We have done what we ought not to have done, and
left undone what we ought to have done. "If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us."
We have all reason to humble ourselves before GOD at this solemn
time. "In many things we offend all."
What about our private prayer ~ Is it what it ought to be'~
What about our study of the Word of GOD ~ Do we meditate therein
day and night'; or is it crowded out by business and other things '~
What about family prayer ~ Has it a place-an unhurried
place-in our families ,~
What about the training of our children ~ Is it on the lines of
GOD'S WORD ~
What about the books we read and the music we sing in our
homes ~
What about our aims in regard to our children ~ Is it that
th~y should merely "marry well" and get on in the world, or do
we put their eternal and spiritual interests in the foreground ~
What about our business aims ~ Does the love of money or of
amassing wealth occupy our hearts ~ Are earthly things or
heavenly our chief concern ~
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What about our observance of the Sabbath 1 When we deplore
the desecration of the Sabbath are we sure that we are free from
that sin'1 What is the meaning of cooking dinners on the LORD'S
day and being present only once in the assemblies of the saints ~
Are we sure we are right in travelling by train, bus, or tram-car
on the LORD'S day ~
What about dress 1 Are we tied and in bondage to the fashions.
of the world 1 Do we dress with becoming modesty and economy ,1
Are we too ready to spend money on everything that is going, and
do we fail to give liberally to the LORD'S work ~
What about your minister ~ Do you give him enough to support
him and his family 1 "The labourer is worthy of his hire."
What about Gospel and Bible truth 1 Are you jealous for it ?
What about the services in your place of worship ~ Are you
itching to have them conducted like worldly places of worship ~
What about the apostasy from truth 1 Are you watching and
standing against it'1 Do you read your Bibles sufficiently in
dependence on the teaching of the Spirit, so that you may be
armed against the abounding errors of Romanism and Modernism?
What about prayer for your minister? He needs to be upheld
by Divine grace and to be increasingly taught of GOD, and he
needs comfort and encouragement.
What about separation from the world ~ Do you hearken to
the exhortation, "Wherefore, come out from among them, and
be ye separate, saith the LORD, and touch not the unclean thing."
What about compromise with error 1 Do you take heed to the
injunction, "Beware of false prophets" 1 So we might go on.
Is there not reason for us all to say, "Let us search and try our
ways, and turn again to the LORD" 1 (Lam. iii. 40).
Do all men know that we are CHRIST'S disciples by our love one
to another ~ Love to the brethren is one great proof that we have
passed from death unto life. Yet how often there is sad discord
amongst the LORD'S Own people who meet together for worship or
for conference in reference to the LORD'S work. A love to have the
pre-eminence is not always absent in the circles of GOD'S true
people. The graces of the Spirit are not as abundantly present
as they ought to be, kindness, tenderheartedness, readiness to
forgive, patience, self-control, humility, meekness and long-
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suffering, speech that is always with grace seasoned with salt,
are not as manifest as they should be amongst the saints of GOD.
How beautiful is the inspired description of the Churches given
in the following verse: "Then had the Churches rest throughout
all J ud~a and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking
in the fear of the LORD, and in the comfort of the HOLY GHOST, were
multiplied" (Acts ix. 31).
Do we not all need, ministers and people, writers and readers, to
humble ourselves before GOD at this very solemn time in our
history? Is there not room for us all to exercise a greater abhorrence of evil and a greater cleaving to that which is good both
in doctrine and in precept? In short, do we not need a great
revival amongst the true people of GOD ?
SINS OF THE

PROFESSING CHURCH.

But what shall be said of Christendom, the whole professing
Church? We have so far only referred to the sins and failings
of the members of the true Church of GOD. But now think of the
awful condition of Christendom in general. The devil has indeed
sowed tares among the wheat. The result is the awful errors
and superstitions of Romanism, the serious departure from Bible
and Reformation truth in the Church of England, and in the
Free Churches.
Think of the idolatry of the Mass, the rejection of the Bible
way of pardon as evidenced by the Confessional, the silence concerning the great doctrine of justification by faith. When do we hear
now of imputed righteousness?
Think of the denial of the plenary inspiration of Scripture, of
the Fall, of the Atonement, of the Virgin Birth, of the Resurrection,
of the LORD'S second coming.
Think of the Modernism in all the Churches more or less. Think
of the abounding worldliness in the professing Church, and of all
the pomp and vanity and formalism connected with the worship
of GOD. Are not these things reasons for humiliation before
GOD? 'Vhere are the Cranmers, the Ridleys, and the Latimers?
Where are the John Knox's, the John Bradfords, the John Owens,
the John Bunyans, and the John Newtons? Where are the
Whitefields, the Topladys, the Berridges, and the Romaines?
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It seems as if GOD had sent "a famine in the land, not a famine
of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the
LORD" (Amos viii. 11).
The condition of the professing Church in England, Scotland,
and Wales calls loudly for humiliation before GOD.
SINS OF THE NATION.
What of the sins of the nation ~ GOD has exalted us with
great privileges. We have an open Bible and liberty to worship
GOD according to our consciences, but the Bible, in spite of its
large circulation, is a neglected book.
The Sabbath day is desecrated on a very large scale by the
nation. Churches, Chapels, and Mission Halls abound, but for
the most part they are almost empty. Probably eight out of ten
never, or scarcely ever, attend a place of worship. The day is
Qccupied very largely in reading Sunday newspapers, cooking,
motoring, games, tennis, golfing, cinemas, and pleasure-seeking.
The GOD in Whose hand our breath is, and Who is the source
of all our temporal mercies, we do not glorify.
Drunkenness, gambling, and immorality very largely prevail.
Of a large part of the people of the land it may be truly said,
" There is no fear of GOD before their eyes." Recently we read
in a Church of England weekly, "Nothing has yet been done to
save soldiers on leave in London from the harpies who are plotting
to lure them into mischief. Hundreds of bogus' clubs' have been
opened in the West End, and a writer . . . says that in the blackout, cards are distributed to men in uniform which read: 'Boys
of all the Forces welcomed at So-and-So's. Pretty girls, dancing,
drinks from dusk to dawn. Moderate prices. Entrance fee
:2s. 6d.'" Are not our national sins a cause for humiliation before
God ~
3. Thirdly, we do well to notice that Daniel recognized that national
.sins brought national iudgments.
The captivities of Israel in countries far from their own land
were " because of their trespass that they have trespassed against
Thee." "All Israel have transgressed Thy law, even by departing
that they might not obey Thy voice; therefore the curse is poured
upon us" (verses 7 and 11).
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Can we doubt that this terrible war is a Divine judgment for
ecclesiastical and national sins 1
4. Note further the ahsence of penitence for national sin.
Daniel says of Israel, " All this evil is come upon us: yet made
we not our prayer before the LORD O1.,tr GOD, that we might turn from
our iniquities, and understand Thy truth" (verse 13).
Sin abounds, but there is a sad lack of penitence.
5. Finally note Daniel's action as a godly patriot.
He did not wait for concerted action by others. The burden
of his nation's good lay heavily on his heart. He felt keenly their
sin. He owned the righteousness of GOD in punishing the nation,
but recalled the truth that GOD was faithful to His promises and
that He was a pardoning GOD. Hence He cried unto Him. It is
true that He had the promise of GOD to rest upon that the
Babylonian captivity would terminate in seventy years. Hence
He was assured that GOD 'would certainly fulfil His promise.
We have no special promise about our own nation, but we have
the promises of GOD in regard to the hearing of the prayers of
His people. His ears are open to the cry of His people and to
Him still belong mercies and forgivenesses though we have rebelled
against Him. Daniel said, "0 LORD, according to all Thy
righteousness, I beseech Thee, let Thine anger and Thy fury be
turned away from Thy city Jerusalem. . . . Cause Thy face to
shine upon Thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the LORD'S sake.
. . . Open Thine eyes and behold our desolations. . . . For we do
not present our supplications before Thee for our righteousnesses,
but for Thy great mercies. 0 LORD, hear; O. LORD, forgive;
o LORD, hearken and do; defer not, for Thine Own sake, 0 my
GOD" (verses 16-19).
Without waiting for large meetings in some central place, then,
let us individually, socially in the family, and collectively in our
Church assemblies humble ourselves before GOD. Let us humbly
acknowledge our individual sins and shortcomings, our ecclesiastical
sins, and our national sins, and let us cry earnestly and perseveringly
to our GOD for His pardoning, delivering, and reviving mercies.
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas H oughton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

I

The Gospel !v! agazine
~a~fJilJe

GREAT

149

Notef.'.

BEGINNINGS.

" In the beginning."-GENEsIs i. l.

THE first words which meet our eyes when we open the first Book
of the Bible are the words, "In the beginning." The title of
that Book is Genesis, a word which means origin or beginning,
and it is an appropriate title, because it is a book of beginnings.
It tells of the beginning of all things in the heavens above, in the
earth beneath, and in the waters under the earth. "Thou,' Lord,
in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the
heavens are the works of Thine hands" (Heb. i. 10). It tells of
the first manifestation of angelic sin. The devil, that old serpent,
appears first on the scene in this book as an enemy of God and
man. Hence we read, "the devil sinneth from the beginning"
(1 John iii. 8). "He was a murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth" (John viii. 44). It tells of the beginning
of human sin, the beginning of human strife, the beginning of
Divine judgment, the beginning of the world's history, and especially· the beginning of the history of the chosen nation. The first
eleven chapters are a general, though brief history, of the world
up to the time of Abraham. The remaining thirty-nine chapters
-are occupied with the history of four men belonging to the chosen
nation-Abraham, Isaac, J acob, and J oseph. The Book begins
with the creation of human life and ends with the narrative of
human death. The last verse reads, "So J oseph died, being an
hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was
put in a coffin in Egypt." .Between the first and the last chapters
" sin entered into the world and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Rom. v. 12). We propose
to fix the attention of our readers on the great beginnings as
recorded and revealed in the first chapter of this book of beginnings.
1. First, we have the beginning of a revelation of the Being of God.

The fourth word in the chapter is "God." He is before all
things. He is the eternal God, a Being without beginning and
without ending. "Before the mountains were brought forth, or
ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from
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everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God" (Ps. xc. 2). The chapter
tells us that God has a Spirit, for we read, "The Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters." The New Testament shows
us that the Spirit of God is a distinct Person in the Godhead.
Disciples were· to be baptized in the name of the Father, of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Moreover the name " God" in the
first words of Genesis is in the plural form, suggesting a plurality
of persons in the Godhead.' This is further emphasized in the
twenty-sixth verse of the chapter, where plural pronouns are
used of God-" God said, Let us make man in our image."
Thus we have at the very beginning of all things a revelation
of the being of God-a God in a plurality of persons. That God
should have existed eternally is a deep and unfathomable mystery.
2. Secondly, this chapter reveals to us the beginning of a revelation
of Divine power.
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth."
This God of power is J ehovah. It was He Who said to Israel
from Mount Sinai, "I am the LORD thy God," and He went on
to say, "In six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that in them is: and rested the seventh day: wherefore
the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it" (Exod. xx.
1, 2, 11).
The first chapter of Genesis is the Divinely inspired record of
this display of Divine power. By faith we believe this record.
"Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear" (Heb. xi. 3). They were made of nothing.
Later Scriptures teach that the Three Persons in the Godhead
shared in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and all things
that are therein. We read, "By the Word of the Lord were the
heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath (or Spirit)
of His mouth" (Ps. xxxiii. 6). Again, we read, " In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was
God. All things were made by Him; and without Him was not
anything made that was made" (John i. 1, 3).
" He (Christ) is before all things, and by Him all things consist
(Col. i. 17). The creation of all things from nothing was a marvellous display of Divine power. The Christian Church has associated
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creation with the Divine attribute of Omnipotence. Each true
believer can say, "I believe in God the Father Almighty, ~iaker of
heaven and earth." The power of God in creation is a truth
of unspeakable comfort to the people of God. He Whose power
was exhibited in creation is able to .do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think. Nothing is too hard or too
wonderful for Him to do for His people. With such a God all
things are possible. "Ah, Lord God!" said Jeremiah, "behold,
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power
and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee"
(J er. xxxii. 17).
Abraham took comfort from this great truth. "He considered
not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years
old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: he staggered not
at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith,
giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded that, what He
had promised, He was able also to perform" (Rom. iv. 19-21).
Let us never doubt the ability of our God. He is able to perform
all His promises, to supply all our needs, to guide all our steps,
and to deliver us from all dangers temporal and spiritual. His
creative power as revealed on the first page of the Bible is full of
comfort to His people.
The Apostle Paul says, "The invisible things of Him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead"
(Rom. i. 20). "Hast thou not known 1 hast thou not heard,
that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the
earth, fainteth not, neither is weary 1 there is no searching of His
understanding. He giveth power to the faint" (Isa. xl. 28, 29).
He is able to give power to His fainting people, because He is
the Creator of the ends of the earth. They that wait upon Him
shall renew their strength. Such a God is worthy to be praised
and had in honour. He is worthy of our full trust and confidence.
" He commanded, and they were created" (Ps. cxlviii. 5).
" His sovereign power, without our aid,
Made us of clay, and formed us men;
And when like wandering sheep we strayed,
He brought us to His fold again.
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" We'll crowd Thy gates with thankful songs,
High as t~e heavens our voices raise ;
And earth, with her ten thousand tongues,
Shall fill Thy courts with sounding praise."

Light, seas, dry land, vegetation, the heavenly bodies and all
;a,nimal life in sea and air and land, all owe their being to His
.almighty power.
" Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed
Where'er I turn mine eye ;
If I survey the ground I tread,
Or gaze upon the sky! "
3. Thirdly, this chapter records the beginning of the revelation of
-Divine wisdom.
Not only marvellous power but marvellous wisdom was displayed
in God's creative acts. The tiniest insect displays the knowledge
and wisdom of its Creator. The power which a bird has to fly,
:a fish to swim, and a beast to walk isa display of Divine wisdom.
The punctuality of an eclipse and of all the movements of the
·planets speak of Divine wisdom. The human power to walk to
,speak, to hear, to see, to smell, and to think are all wonderful
displays of Divine wisdom. David said, "I am fearfully and
wonderfully made: marvellous are Thy works; and that my
.soul knoweth right well" (Ps. cxxxix. 14). As we look above,
beneath and around, we are constrained to say, "0 Lord, how
manifold are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made them all :
.the earth is full of Thy riches" (Ps. civ. 24).
Solomon says, "The Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth ;
,by understanding hath He established the heavens. By His
knowledge the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down
,dew" (Prov. iii. 19, 20). Jeremiah says, "He hath made the
earth by His power, He hath established the world by His
wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by His discretion"
(J er. x. 12).
Thus, in reference to the marvellous acts of creation recorded
in the first chapter of Genesis, we are constrained to say with the
Apostle Paul, " 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and Hi
·ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of h
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Lord 1 or who hath been His counsellor 1 Or who hath first
given to Him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again 1 For
of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things; to Whom
be glory for ever. Amen" (Rom. xi. 33-36).
4. Fourthly, this chapter tells ·us of the beginning of the revelation
of Divine Providence.
God knew that He was about to people the earth with birds
and beasts and creeping things, and also with human beings.
Before doing so, however, He made the earth suitable for their
comfort and for their dwelling-place. He provided lights in the
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth. He provided
dry land upon which man and the animal creation might dwell.
He provided food for their sustenance. By His power full-grown
fruit trees and other forms of food were ready for consumption
when the air was peopled with birds and ,the land was peopled
with beasts, cattle, creeping things, and the first human pair.
" And God said (to Adam and Eve), Behold, I have given you
every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth,
and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to
you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and
to very fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for
meat: and it was so " (Gen. i. 11, 12, 29, 30).
There was then no sin and consequently no death. The food
Divinely provided was vegetarian in character. Animals were not
then ferocious and given to devouring one another. The wolf dwelt
with the lamb and the leopard lay down with the kid. Men's
bodily needs were fully met without the slaughter of animals.
Not till after the flood was Divine permission given to eat animal
~ood (Gen. ix. 3). Thus God" caused the grass to grow for the
cattle, and herb for the service of man: that He may bring food
out of the earth" (Ps. civ. 14). He made such bountiful provision
that He could satisfy the desire of every living thing. There was
then no need to take any thought as to what should be eaten.
God had, so to speak, prepared a table in the earth upon which
abundance of nourishing and palatable food was spread. Life, and
breath, and all things needful were Divinely provided. The
introduction of sin and all its consequent woes have greatly changed
II
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the condition of the world since the creation, but even now God s
people can say,
" Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite ~
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain."
Other indications of Divine providence are seen in the provision
of a help meet for Adam, and in the provision of the Sabbath day.
The Lord said, "It is not good that the man should be alone;
I will make him an help meet for him," and so having taken a rib
from the man He made a woman therewith and brought her unto
the man, thus providing him with a precious and suitable companion.
Then He Himself, having finished the work of creation, rested on
the seventh day and sanctified it for man's benefit. "The sabbath
was made for man."
Thus everything which man needed for his happiness on earth
was Divinely provided at the beginning. "And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good."
Thus in the beginning God displayed His marvellous power
His infinite wisdom, and His gracious providence. Of man things
now prevalent it may be said, "From the beginning it as not
so " (Matt. xix. 8).
At the beginning there were no sin, no disease, no pain, no sorro"v,
no extremes of cold and heat, no wars, no famine, no earthquakes,
no need of hospitals, asylums, prisons, and reformatories. There
was only one form of government and that was Divine government
without any parliament. God was the acknowledged Ruler of
His Own universe, and while He was cheerfully obeyed, perfect
happiness was enjoyed.
But is there no GOSPEL TEACHING in this chapter ~ Let us
see.
What does the darkness point to? We read of men in their fallen
state as " sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death" (Luke
i. 7). They need to be turned" from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan unto God" (Acts xxvi. 18). The Ephesian
saints before their conversion were "fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath,
even as others." The apostle said to them, "Ye were sometimes
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darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord" (Eph. ii. 3; v. 8).
Thus they were in the darkness of sin and death. How came the
mighty change in them'? The apostle's words to the Corinthian
saints answer the question. "The god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
Gospel of Christ, Who is the image of God, should shine unto them."
We are all blinded and in spiritual darkness through Satanic
power. In the case of many, however, a mighty change has taken
place. How was it brought about·? The apostle goes back to
the first chapter of Genesis to illustrate this change, and he says~
" God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 4, 6).
Here is Divine action alone: God alone shone into dark hearts
and enlightened them. When darkness covered the face of the
deep, "God said, Let there be light, and there was light." He did
not co-operate with darkness to produce light. Nor does He now
co-operate with the dark and dead sinner to produce spiritual
light and life. He and He alone gives light and life. He and He
alone acts upon the dark and dead sinner and disperses spiritual
darkness and spiritual death and illun1inates the sinner and
quickens him. What room then is there for man to do his part,
so-called, and God to do His? What room is there for free-will
to co-operate with God to illuminate the darkness of the soul and
bring it into the enjoyment of spiritual life? God alone wrought
at the creation, and He alone works to produce a new creation.
"We," says the Apostle, "ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN
CHRIST JESUS unto good works which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10). God alone creates
light.
What do the lights in the heavens point to? The sun is the greater
light and we depend on it for all natural light and heat. Christ says,
"I am the Light of the world: He that followeth Me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John viii. 12).
All our spiritual light comes from Him.
The lesser light is the moon. It was to rule the night. The
present dispensation is described as night. "The night is far
spent." But during this morally dark time there is a lesser light
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shining-a light which reflects the light of the greater light. 'Vhat
is the lesser light,~ Is it not the Church of God which He hath
purchased with His Own blood ~ " Ye," says Christ, "are the
light of the world" (Matt. v. 14). The members of the true Church
are "the sons of God, in the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world" (Phi!. ii. 15).
T¥hat do the stars point to? "He made the stars also." What
did God say to Abraham about the stars'~ "Look now toward
heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and
he said unto him, so shall thy seed be."
And who are Abraham's seed'~ " If ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise" (Gal. iii. 29).
But the stars cannot be numbered. No more can Abraham's
spiritual seed be numbered eventually and ultimately. How do
we know that ~ Read Revelation vii. 9: "After this I beheld,
and, 10, a great multitude, which no man could nU1nber, of all
nations and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palm
in their hands." Does that multitude denote everybody without
exception ~ No. Only those who are washed and made white
in the blood of the Lamb. Christ Himself loved them and washed
them or loosed them from their sins in His Own blood. He
redeemed them with His precious blood. They belong to Him.
They are Christ's, and if Christ's then are they Abraham's seed,
and are innumerable as the stars mentioned in the first chapter of
Genesis, which God :wade at the beginning. "It is He that hath
made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep
of His pasture" (Ps. c. 3). The stars are His workmanship and
so are His people.
What does Adam point ,to? The apostle says, He " is the figure
of Him that waslto come." The first Adam pointed to the last
Adam.
What does Eve point to? The second chapter of Genesis gives
fuller details about the creation of Eve. There we learn that she
was Divinely formed from a rib taken from Adam when he was
in a deep sleeplDivinely caused. ,Does she not then point to the
Church~, She was in Adam before she was formed. So the Church
was in Christ before the foundation of the world. She was brought
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into being through a Divinely caused sleep. So the Church owes
all its spiritual existence and blessings to the Divinely arranged
atoning death of Christ. She was formed by a living bone taken
from Adam. She derived her life from Him. So it is Christ Who
gives unto His people eternal life.
She was brought to Adam and presented to Him. So the Church
is given by the Father to Christ. Adam owned her as bone of his
bones and flesh of His flesh. So the members of the Church are
members of His body, and He and they are one. "He is the Head
of the body, the Church" (Col. i. 18), and there is but one Body,
the Church of the living God. (See Eph. iv. 4.) Thus in the
very beginning we see a wonderful exhibition of Divine power,
wisdom, and providence. We also see things which, the later
Scriptures show, pointed to great Gospel truths. What then
shall we say to these things 1 Shall we not say, " Thou art worthy,
o Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast
created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created" 1
(Rev. iv. 11).
"Blessed are the sons of God;
They are bought with Jesu's blood,
They are ransomed from the grave,
Life eternal they shall have.
With them numbered may we be,
Now, and through eternity."

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR.

SLEEPING CHRISTIANS.
"EVEN wise virgins sometimes slumber, but it is high time for all
to shake off the bands of sloth. It is to be feared that many believers
lose their strength as Samson lost his locks, while sleeping on the
lap of carnal security. With a perishing world around us, to sleep
is cruel ; with eternity so near at hand, it is madness. Yet we are
none of us so much awake as we should be. A few thunderclaps
would do us all good and it may be, unless we soon bestir ourselves,
we shall have them in the form of war, or pestilence, or personal
bereavements and losses. Oh, that we leave for ever the couch of fleshly
ease, and go forth with flaming torches to meet the coming Bridegroom."

-0. H. Spurgeon.
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WELLSPRINGS
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest."-MATTHEW xi. 28.

ONE of the best known and most preached promises of the Gospel i
before us in our me,ditation. Indeed it is the very kernel and marrow
of the Gospel. It centres in Him Who is the One Person Who include
all the Gospel of glad tidings, and Whose call is accompanied with
power to " come"; and is directed to those who know their need of a
Saviour and are" weary and heavy laden" on account of their sins.
It is therefore of JESUS and the REST He is to His people, that I
would attempt to direct our thoughts at this time; just of Him,
what He is, and what He bestows.
His call to " come," as our beloved Mr. Ormiston so often reminded
us, "is a word of holy compunction "-it is addressed to character,
and only such as know their need will come to find this Rest. Only
the weary and heavy laden come, because they know that Jesus is the
only Remedy for their sin-sick souls.
Let us consider this word "REST "-a sweet word of solace and
quieting in these times of stress and strain and heavy war day !
There is unrest everywhere else! There is nothing but eething
disquietude and uncertainty in every direction to which we urn-no
stability, no certainty, no settling down, no security. " hange and
decay in all around I see," we never sang more truly han to-day!
Homes broken up; dear ones gone to the front to fight, bu inesses
closing down, properties confiscated, and people scattered here and
there, etc. But we will not enlarge upon this sad ide, but go on
with our sacred subject and ask where truly, then, is re t to be found?
Certainly not on this earth of ours: insecurity and uncertainty is
written in all things temporal; no dependence on anything terrestrial!
But there is a Rest, and His people bless their God Who, having taught
them their need, has drawn them to their Hiding-place. "Turn, then,
unto thy rest, 0 my soul," and here let us shelter and confide and
rejoice. Oh, how sweet the word" come" is! Sweeter still to hear
Him say" Come unto Me," and that the call is directed to ears that
will hear, and to hearts who will embrace the gracious invitation a
they say, " Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want." I am just the very one
who needs Thee. I am " weary and heavy laden "-sin lies heavy on
my breast; and the chief burden is that it was my sins that crucified
the Spotless, .Sinless, Lamb of God. My sins cost Him His preciou
blood; My sins led Him to Calvary's cross; My sins which rightl
deserve eternal death, brought Him there to give His life a Ran om
that I should go free! Oh! we often sing with melting hearts and
weeping eyes in adoring love and gratitude,
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"Lamb of God! our souls adore Thee,
Humbly trusting in Thy Cross;
That alone be all our glory,
All things else but dung and dross.
"Thee we own a perfect Saviour,
Only Source of all that's good;
Every grace and every favour
Flows to us through Jesu's Blood."

It is just as the weary dove found no rest for the sole of her foot
outside the Ark, so God's" weary and heavy laden" ones have nowhere
else to flee to, nor can they find shelter of peace, rest, and safety otherwhere than in Jesus. Thus with the Psalmist they say when weary
and cast down, " return unto thy rest, 0 my soul, for the Lord hath
dealt bountifully with thee" (Ps. cxvi. 7).
The rest promised to the children of Israel after all their wilderness
wanderings and fightings was an earthly experience with a heavenly
meaning. Moses said, "But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in
the land which the Lord your God giveth you to inherit and when He
giveth you rest from all your enemies round about, so that ye dwell
in safety" (Deut. xii. 10). But" there remaineth" yet a better
rest; a rest for the people of God in the heavenly land with Him the
Lord of that land, and any rest short of Jesus is but partial, unsatisfying,
incomplete. "His rest shall be glorious," and that is where God
rests. "This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired
it" (Ps. cxxxii. 14). The Father rests in His dear Son in the full,
perfect, and complete offering He made of Himself for His Church,
which" He had desired for His habitation," and which He purchased
with His own precious blood. And thus the rest for His blood-bought
people is secure, and the performing Hand of their Covenant God will
bring everyone of His ransomed sheep home to their glorious possession
to rest with the Great Shepherd of His sheep. What a rest! A rest
from self, a rest from all condemnation, a rest in the all-atoning blood,
a rest in His presence, where there" is fulness of joy and at His right
hand, pleasures for evermore." Oh, beloved, it is a blessed anticipation and a glorious reality yet to be entered upon! Meanwhile, He
graciously invites His weary and heavy-laden, storm-tossed people to
come unto Him and seek now the rest of soul and the peace alone found
while there. It is made possible, although I grant you these days are
of restlessness the most restless! Everything, everyone seems to add
to the rush of the age, and how sadly rare it is to" sit still, my daughter,"
for even the time and opportunity seemingly have to be fought for,
against prevailing circumstances and thronging pressing daily duties
and claims. And seldom, sadly too seldom, are the saints of God
found" sitting at the feet of Jesus," in holy contemplation, in private
meditation, or speaking one to another, " in all holy conversation" of
those eternal realities!
I have been seeking the Holy Spirit's aid, while penning these lines,
if He would be pleased to give His unworthy servant but one
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outstanding example in the Holy Scriptures of a soul reposing
absolutely, circumstantially, and trustfully on the promised and provided rest in Jesus!
And it has occurred to me what a blessed illustration is given us in
Revelation i. 9, IO-the beloved Apostle John, the aged divine in
banishment from all his loved work and friends, but he simply
states, "I was in the isle called Patmos." He does not describe its
miseries, its loneliness, and his exiled feelings in having around him only
convicts, and that he was banished there under the tyrant Domitian's
decree for preaching Christ crucified. Oh, no! it is just the words
of a soul abandoned to the will of his God; no murmuring; no complaining; no impatience that there his testimony is put to silence by his
persecutors and he is cut off from the fellowship of the saints. Alone
yet not alone! Hearken to his statement: "I was in the Spirit on
the Lord's day." Ah, that was indeed a Lordly day to John's spirit.
He had not only heard the gracious invitation to Come unto Me and
rest, but the REST had come to him, and given His dear exiled servant
the richest of all compensations! John wanted nothing more. He
was truly rested and refreshed, and heaven was in his soul, and he as
near heaven as a soul on earth could well be. He heard the glorious
voice of the Alpha and Omega of his salvation. Jesus was revealed
as the first and the last, the altogether Author and Finisher of his
faith, none else-nothing short of it. John surely knew something
and sweetly knew something, yea, much of that Rest which was already
in possession and an earnest also of the unutterably sweet and never
ending Rest that remaineth for the people of God.
, Oh, beloved reader, may you and I by faith reach out more ardently
as the days pass, and are days of such solemn portentous uncertainties
-may we reach out after heavenly things and pass the time of 'our
sojourning here more becomingly as strangers and pilgrim, and be
less taken up with the perishing things of time and more and more
by faith in the company of Jesus, Who is the one and only true Rest of
His people.
May we be still enough to hear His sweet voice of gentle, constraining,
all-pitying love, saying unto His wayworn, weary saints : Come unto Me as thy Redeemer, "Who redeemeth thy life from
destruction" and giveth thee hourly proofs of His Divine preservation.
Come unto Me as thine Emmanuel, God with us in blessed experience,
and Whose sweet, gracious company makes a little heaven upon earth
to thy soul.
Come unto Me as thy Saviour and the Mighty to save, Who delivers
from a thousand destructions and dangers and is able to save unto
the uttermost.
Come unto Me as thy Teacher and learn of Me in all thine ignorance,
simplicity, and helplessness, for I am the Wisdom of God and teach
thee to profit and lead thee in the way thou shouldest go.
Is He thus your Rest, my beloved reader? Or is your heart fretting
and chafing against all the circumstances around; perplexed with the
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happenings in the world which are so contrary to God? Are you overwhelmed with some great sorrow; or with disquieting fears and
unbelief, and tossed with rough winds and faint with fear at all that is
coming upon the world? Oh, may you hear His sweet voice and
know the love of your All-compassionate Saviour Who calls you to
" Come unto Me " and be at rest. Thus glorify Him by trusting Him,
and reposing on His will, His way, His work in and for you.
There is no rest otherwhere! All around the child of God is a wilderness; although, glory to His dear name, when He visits the soul,
" The wilderness and solitary place are made glad and blossom as
the rose." When He draws the soul to a view of Calvary, where all
our sins were dealt with in the Sinless Substitute, then we never want
to get away from that sacred spot. There we see all our sins, our
sorrows, our temptations and trials, yea, and Satan himself dealt with
and in their stead, true rest purchased by redeeming love. Peace
and rest are here enjoyed, for" He hath made peace by the Blood of
His Cross."
"Peace of conscience, peace with God,
We obtain through Jesu's Blood;
Jesu's Blood speaks solid rest,
We believe, and we are blest."

l\iay the Lord give you and me to look away from everything else
short of this Rest and worship Him only; repose all our lives, concerns,
and circumstances to His keeping, and testify by godly, consistent
conduct and conversation to those around us that we have heard and
entered upon His gracious all-enabling, all-sustaining invitation,
" Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give
you rest."
" I would be near Thy feet,
Or at Thy bleeding side;
Feel how Thy heart does beat,
And see its purple tide ;
Trace all the wonders of Thy death,
And sing Thy Love in every breath."-(Berridge).

R.
"WE must repent every day, for we sin every day. The pump of
repentance must continually be going as guilt leaks in. "-Philip
Henry.
"WHEN we say to you, my dear brethren, take care of your life,
we mean be careful of even the minutire of your character. Avoid little
debts, unpunctuality, gossiping, nicknaming, petty quarrels, and all
other of those little vices which fill the ointment with flies. The selfindulgences which have lowered the repute of many must not be
tolerated by us. . . . Our care must be to act on the rule, 'giving
no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed.' "-Spurgeon's
Lectures.
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Sermons anb Notes of SttntonSl.
THE LIVING ONE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" I am He that liveth, and was dead,. and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen,. and have the keys of. hell and of death."REVELATION i. 18.
WE are told in the context of this passage, the tenth verse, that it
was on the Lord's Day that this beloved disciple John was privileged
with this remarkable vision of his glorified Lord. In this respect I
suppose John was the last of all the Lord's favoured people to see
Jesus, and to hear, actually hear, His voice since His session at the
Father's Right Hand. Stephen, apparently in the very year of our
Lord's death, resurrection, and ascension, beheld the Son of man, as
he declared in his dying moments, "I see the heavens opened, and
the Son of man standing on the Right Hand of God." And he not
only saw Him there but he spoke to Him at once, he prayed to Him,
" Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." And then again, "Lord, lay not
this sin "-which they are committing in stoning me, Thy servant,
to death-lay it not "to their charge." Then subsequently b a
number of years, the incident is not exactly fixed as to date, we find
that Paul was privileged to see the Lord. In the twent - econd
chapter of the Acts we have the record. We will turn to i for a
moment and read from the seventeenth verse: "And it came to
pass, that when I was come again to Jerusalem, e en while I pra ed
in the Temple, I was in a trance; and saw Him."
he her Paul
ever saw the Lord Jesus in the flesh on earth, I know not. There is
nothing in the Word of God, I think, to imply it, but in one of his
Epistles, the first to the Corinthians, when his creden ial as an
apostle were called into account, he laid down till a one of his
primary claims, "Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord 1" He
claimed the wondrous revelation the Lord had made to his soul as
being much more than a gracious revelation for hi oul's salvation.
I cannot but believe that here in the Temple while he was engaged
in prayer he was lifted up out of himself and had a view of his
glorified Lord. You see this thing is set down as an event in the
year 60, twenty-seven years later than the wonderful vision which
was granted to Stephen. Now if you turn to the chronology of the
Book of Revelation you find that set down as 96. My younger
friends can calculate the distance of time between the former-the
wonderful revelation that was made to Paul in the Temple-and this
last one, as I take it to be, made to John, the Lord's beloved and
most favoured disciple. "I was in the Spirit," he says, "on the
Lord's Day." Dear friends, it is well to habituate ourselves as
students of God's Word and as those who desire to speak of the things
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of God in the very words of God to speak of this the first day of the
week as the Lord's Day. I cannot but believe myself that Psalm
cxviii. bears upon this important point. "The Lord hath chastened
Me sore; but He hath not given Me over unto death "-" not given
Me over," He has raised Me, and so the next verse is, " Open to Me
the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the
Lord; this gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall enter.
I will praise Thee' '-no change of speaker-" for Thou hast heard
Me, and art become My salvation. The stone which the builders
refused "-is there any doubt about to Whom that text refers? The
Lord claimed that text, He claimed it by anticipation of His resurrection because He was not a stone set up by resurrection yet, but
He was confident that He would be raised from the dead and therefore,
addressing unbelievers acquainted with the Old Testament, He asked
them if they had not read, " The stone which the builders rejected,
the same is become the head of the corner; this is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes." Then follows in the Psalm, " This
is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad
in it." I must believe this is the resurrection day, because it is so
closely connected with the exaltation of the stone which the builders,
earthly professing builders, rejected but which Jehovah chose to be
not only the Foundation-stone of His Church but also its Topmoststone.
So again we turn to our portion, bearing in mind that it was this
last revelation of the ascended Saviour which was made to John, the
beloved disciple. Perhaps I ought not to pass over one fact in respect
to the original of this, "the Lord's Day," those who are acquainted
with the Greek will bear me out in this, it is an adjective that is used
here, the Lordly Day-the Day of the Lord, and there is only one
other case of the word being used in the Bible (I referred to the
lexicon this morning), only one other case in which that qualifying
word is used and it is in reference to the Lord's Supper, that which
He Himself instituted in perpetual remembrance of His meritorious
sacrifice and of the benefits which His believing people thereby received.
In the first Epistle to the Corinthians, where the Supper of the Lord
is considerably dwelt upon by the inspired apostle, he calls it the
Lordly Supper. And so we have these two memorials, the Supper
which the Lord hath made and of which some of us hope presently
to partake in a single-eyed faith in the Redeemer Himself, the Supper
instituted for a memorial of His finished work, and the Day which
the Lord hath made, made glorious, and instituted as a memorial,
so identified as it is with His accomplished work of redemption, of
that rest into which all His believing people are privileged to enter,
here in measure, hereafter in all its fruition and fulness. This is the
Day, the Lordly Day, which the Risen One hath by His resurrection
made, and we will rejoice in it, by God's help, and be glad. But
in order to that joy, dear friends, we need to be anointed with the
Holy Ghost. John was" in the Spirit on the Lord's Day." The Day
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itself will not necessarily bring a spiritual blessing. Spiritual blessings
can only be apprehended in the power of the Spirit, for the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for to him they are
foolishness, he cannot know them, the flesh cannot comprehend them
or approve them. The flesh knows not its need of something better
than itself, the flesh is satisfied with itself, with its own resources;
but a living child of God breathes after the Spirit. As the natural
man issatisfied with himself and finds his resources in his own nature,
so the new nature, that which is born of the Spirit, seeks its resources
in the Spirit, thirsts after God, the living God-not the mere God of
history, or the mere God of theology, or any popular God of the day,
but the living God. The living soul thirsts for the living God and
cries for more life, more life, remembering the promise of the Lord, that
He came, He said, not only that they, His people, might have life
but that they might have it more abundantly. And that encourages
God's people to thirst after more spiritual life derivable only from
the Risen One, the ascended and glorified Christ of God.
Now He appeared in this blessed vision on His Own Day to this
dear suffering servant of His, who was in the Spirit on that Day.
John at this time was a sufferer, for righteousness' sake persecuted.
He tells us here he was" in the isle that is called Patmos " (the ninth
verse), "for the Word of God" he is there " and for the te timon
of Jesus Christ." He had been witnessing Jesus Christ, and now he
is suffering hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, and we often
notice when the Lord sees His servants suffer, especiall for he ord
and for their testimony in His Name, He grant them pecial indulgences, grants them special tokens of His regard and Hi fa our,
grants them a secret smile of His countenance, some special whi per
of His love to their poor, trembling hearts by which He renews their
strength.
You remember when the disciples were weary not of their Lord's
work but when they were weary in it, because they were men of
many infirmities, as all God's people are, He bade them come aside.
Said He, Come aside and rest awhile-that meant, Come away with
Me, because He did not send them away to find rest apart from
Himself, but He bade them come aside in fellowship with Himself,
aside in some desolate place where they would not be interfered with,
where distractions would be unknown, where the Lord would graciously
and specially unbosom His heart to them in grace and kindness and
suitable instruction. The Lord's dear people find their sweetest times
of rest when they are waiting on Him. It is not self they seek when
they seek rest; if bodily rest be granted them for a little while their
souls become increasingly active, increasingly energetic as the grace
of God in them energizes them. Then it is they bring the]r empt
vessels not a few, nor small, and their requests become kingly. You
sometimes sing :"Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring."
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So when the Lord calls His people apart that He may deal in some
special way of favour and love it is a time for us to count up our needs
and by His help to luake a happy use of the opportunities. These
times are not many, we get them occasionally, and I especially identify
them with suffering for the truth's sake. John was suffering for the
Word of God's grace, and now the Lord, the Son of man, causes
heaven to cast aside its curtain, and He speaks as never He spake
on earth to this His beloved disciple. John would not have been
able to bear it until after Pentecost, but after Pentecost, and when
by the grace of God his Christian character was well formed and
his Christian experience was not that of a mere day, when he had
grown by grace, tried grace, into a very veteran in the cause and in
the interests and warfare of God's Truth, and now he is able to bear
it, the Lord appears. And I want to call your attention to three of
the truths concerning Himself in which the ascended Christ appears
to take special delight. We have them in our text. First, we have
asserted His pre-existence. "I am He that liveth," or, as the place
may be more strictly rendered, "I am the Living One." It is so
rendered in the Revised Version. "I am the Living One," and it
does not refer to His resurrection life-we shall come to that presentlyit refers to His pre-existence. The second truth in which He glories
is that He died, the voluntary sacrifice was His, offered of His Own
pleasure, that He might atone by His death for the sins of His Church,
that He might redeem the persons of His people, and that He might
purchase for them an incorruptible inheritance in the Heavenly Places,
and also that He might obtain, for them, universal jurisdiction so as
to become the Judge of all creation. That is where that mysterious
passage in the first chapter of the Ephesians obtains its correct interpretation, where the complete Christ is referred to as in Heavenly
Places. In Heavenly Places Christ is to-day administering jurisdiction as Son of man. Remember it was as Son of man that John here
beheld Him (verse 13), " And in the midst of the seven lamp-bearers
One like unto the Son of man." And when Stephen saw Him standing
at the Right Hand of God he said, " I see the Son of man." And if
you look in the fifth chapter of John's Gospel there is there a notable
verse concerning His jurisdiction-the twenty-sixth verse-" For as
the Father hath life in Himself; so hath He given to the Son to have
life in Himself; and hath given Him authority to execute judgment
also, because He is the Son of man." We would have expected it
would have read, Because He is the Son of God, but then the great
purpose of God from everlasting was to set up the Son-perfect Man,
above angels, to set Him up above all principalities and powers, to
give Him a Name above every name named in Heaven. And this
is the Name whereby He Who was born Son of man shall be calledHis Name shall be called Jesus, "for He shall save His people from
their sins." None other could have undertaken the work of redemption but the Pre-existent. Redemption involves the pre-existence of
the Redeemer. He must enter into obligation before a single sin is
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committed. It must not be put in the light of an afterthought on
God's part to provide a Redeemer for guilty sinners. God's thought
was from eternity to set up His Own Co-equal Pre-existent Son as
Son of man-Head over all things. And Christ here tells, implicitly,
His beloved servant of these precious truths when He says, " I am
the Living One." He dwells upon it with infinite satisfaction. Even
when He was here on earth there were flashes of this truth observable
on the part of the living God, that it was the eternal thought of the
eternal God. Yes, how Jesus delighted in this precious truth concerning Himself when in contention with all those who confronted Him.
Oh, those countless, those glorious hosts yonder, they acknowledge
Him to be God the Lord, and they bow the knee to the Pre-existent
One, the One Who yet sits there as Son of man, the selfsame Son
of man Who walked this poor, sin-cursed earth of ours, Whom they
despised and rejected, blasphemed and spat upon. He received the
highest honour that the Heavens could confer, He takes it of right,
it is His due. "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain "-infinitely
worthy.
But, dear friends, whilst thus the risen Lord delights-without let
or hindrance on the part of those who surround Him, the Heavenly
multitude-delights in this truth of His Own pre-existence, yet ee
as He reveals Himself to John, how equally He delight in the
contemplation of His Own meritorious sacrifice. "I am He, he
Living One, Who became dead," that is the force of the oriO'inal.
It is not merely I am He Who" was dead," but 'Vho " beam dad.'
Oh, that is where the voluntary surrender of he Pre-exi tent One
shines forth in all its beauty, and in all it briahtne ,and in all its
soul-saving satisfaction. "I am He that became dead," , God was
manifest in the flesh." God had a Church, a people, guilty, helldeserving, rebellious, rebel-hearted, and for these the objects of His
love He willed to offer a Sacrifice sufficient to cover all their guilt
and meet all their transgressions, to blot out their every sin of word
and thought and motive and action, and reconcile them in righteousness unto Himself, even to everlasting life. So He became dead that
He might reconcile them to God and secure them an everlasting
inheritance, nothing earthly, purely Heavenly. Set not, if you
be risen with Christ, your affections on things on the earth, death
and destruction are written on them all, but set your affections,
your new heart, on things above where Christ sitteth. That is your
portion, He is your Heaven, the everlasting inheritance is none other
than He, " an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth
not away, reserved in Heaven." It is not" above," it is not" Heaven,"
it is not any mere place, sinless, pure, perfect though that place be
but it is this: The Lamb that was slain, Who liveth again, is all the
glory of that sinless Land. "The Lamb is all the glory of Immanuel
Land." As dear Rutherford worded it he would not gaze on he
glory, he would not gaze on the garments of beauty-the sinless, poless, sparkling garment of Christ's imputed righteousness, no, nor
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upon the garments so glorious-those garments called the resurrection
body. There is a natural body and there is a spiritual body, and as
you, children of God, have borne the image of the earthy, so as surely
as God is true you shall bear the image of the Heavenly One. And
yet you will not gaze on that but you will gaze with undiverted eye
throughout the cycles of eternity on that lovable Face which was
marred, that lovely Face, that visage, which down here for you was marred
more than any man's. Glory will become paled, and I take it
that the surrounding features of the Father's House will become matters
comparatively of mere secondary or tertiary importance when the
eye of unveiled countenance rests upon Him and His crowned brow.
Yes, He became dead in the greatness of the love He bore His
people. But He does not rest there. No-" And, behold, I am alive
for evermore "-resurrection life which He received at lIis Father's
Hands on the resurrection morning, so early. Before the Church of
God was astir the Father, early to the work, called forth His Son
from prison and from judgment, bade Him come forth as His Own
Beloved Son Whom He had recently cut off, Who was numbered with
transgressors. " This day have I begotten Thee "-there is the
beginning of the Lord's Day, and it has never ended, and it never
will. This little speck of time which comprises our pilgrimage down
here is only one of the earlier beams of the coming glory of the Lord's
Day. And so the Father commanded Him forth from His prison
house. Oh, the unutterable gladness and joy of the heart of the
Father when He received back again into His eternal embrace the
Son vVhom recently as the Substitute of His Church, His people, He
had bruised and stricken and slnitten and affiicted. For a little
mOlnent the wrath of God was outpoured without stint upon the
Sinless One Who hung there, "the Just for the unjust," and now
with everlasting kindness the Father receives Him back. He took
the place of the lost, and redeemed the lost, and reconciled the lost
to a Holy God. "The Son of man is come," said the Lord Jesus,
" to seek and to save that which was lost." He paid for them the
penalty of the second death. "The pains of hell gat hold upon Me."
" The reproaches of them that reproached Thee are fallen upon Me."
" I am a worm and no man. " Yes, the Lord Jesus knows all this,
remembers it this morning. The wormwood and the gall are still as
vividly present to His mind-the :Man of sorrows as He was here,
the Man of glory as He is there-as vividly present to the Man of
glory as they were to the l\'Ian of sorrows. And so here He says,
" I am alive again, am alive for evermore," and He seals it up with
His Own Amen, for I take it there is no interjection on the part
of John here, John is low in adoration before the glory of the Son of
man, and He sets it down, mark you, to the three truths which so
eminently concern Himself. "I am the Living One "-His preexistence, "and became dead "-His meritorious sacrifice, "and,
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen."
And then the result to the great Church of God. I, the pre-existent
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One, I, the Victim offered, I, the Substitute One-set free for evermore, I have the official custody of the whole kingdom, not I and
another, but" I have the keys," the keys of the kingdom visible and
invisible, those in the body and those out of the body alike subject
to Me, " I have the keys." Oh, sweet thought for God's waiting people,
that it is the Lord Jesus, the Self-existent, the Pre-existent, Who wa
slain, Who liveth again, Who will turn the keys in the lock of departure
if He tarry. For" we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump," but if
He tarry the moment of our departure will be His moment, and Hi
the circumstances of our departure from this body to glory. The day
is fixed, or the night, the hour of the day, the moment. He has the
key of Hades in His hand, the hand that was pierced, He holds it,
nor can any wrest it from Him, nor can any hinder by half an instant
the administration of that authority which the key of Hades signifies
if He puts it in the lock of purpose to set us free. Happy child of
God! "Here in the body pent," absent from the Lord, alone in the
world that lieth in the wicked one, and handling dying circumstance
from sunrise to sunset-all passed in the moment He has turned the
key. He has opened the Kingdom of Heaven to the believer, and
all is well.
Now again it is His pleasure to hold the other ke, he ke of
consummation, the key of the resurrection, the key of tha momentou
Day which shall see Him" descend from Heaven with a hou, i h
the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God and hen the
waiting Church shall be all caught up to meet he Lord in he air
and so for ever to be with the Lord.

"RECORD OF THYSELF."
THE Pharisees said to the Lord, "Thou bearest record of Thyself,
Thy record is not true "-as if it was to be taken for granted that
no one would speak the truth about himself. Probably they spoke
from experience: some of them at least had a conscience not entirely
seared, as it transpired when they charged the adulterous woman.
But they were so accustomed to and so entirely given to saying
what they thought expedient rather than what they knew to be
true that they inevitably measured everyone by their own
standard. They were now judging Him Whose lips were full of grace
and truth. He did no guile, neither was deceit, however plausible,
found in His mouth, while under their tongues was deceit and fraud.
The darkness that was in them could not comprehend the light tha
was in Him: they could only hate it, and go about to kill Him. All
that He said of Himself was unimpeachable. For He " loved right ou ness and hated iniquity." Mr. Day once preached on that text in hi
Mary-le-Port Church. I still remember the" savour" of it: i fel
like a breath perhaps of the unfathomable depth of His puri ,and of
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how He loathed iniquity. How little we know of the one: and how
sadly conversant we are with the other: so familiar that we too little
lament it.
Christ bare witness of Himself when He went about doing good:
when He called whom He would, when He denounced the Scribes and
Pharisees, when He glorified His Father, and the Spirit of Truth,
promised as the Comforter, and when He said, "Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end." If we look into the Psalms we see Him
bearing witness to Himself, without deviation or exaggeration, in
lamentations, prayers, and thanksgivings: all utterly true. His
complaints of men were without malice; His mourning for Himself
without self-pity; His hopes without ambition; all His desires were
for right things. It was holy hands that He lifted up in prayer, and
holy praises that succeeded when His Father gave Him His heart's
desire, and did not withhold the request of His lips. How different it
seems with us, although, while the mystery of conflict goes on, He
understands it. But the Lord promised to His disciples that the
Spirit should guide them into all truth. When Peter spoke of himself
as an apostle and servant of Jesus Christ, His witness was on high that
so it was. It was a true record when he said, " I am a sinful man,
o Lord." Many are the records that the saints have given of themselves. Abraham said that he was but dust and ashes. Solomon
said that he knew not how to go in and out of the" so great people."
True witnesses, and more true than that of Jonah, when he said, "I
am cast out of Thy sight." Of course he felt it, because he was at the
" bottom of the mountains": but he lied against his right when he
spoke as if God had forgotten him. No one who looks " again toward
His holy temple" is out of the Saviour's remembrance. David might
say, " I am forgotten like a dead man out of mind." Possibly he was
by some quondam friend or acquaintance, but of God never. He
calls himself in Psalm lxxxvi, " The son of Thine handmaid." Was
it himself with reference to his own mother ~ or was it Solomon he
meant ~ In the second verse of that Psalm he gives this record of
himself-" I am holy." The margin has it " I am one whom Thou
favourest." What a wonderful truth. God favoured him: from
before the time that he slew the lion and the bear, until he gave the
kingdom into his son's hands, and still favours him.
Pharaoh, Sennacherib, and the Scarlet Woman might publish to the
world that it should fear before them, but there is a hail with the
Almighty that sweeps away their refuges of lies, and turns with infinite
love to those who with truth on their side say, " I am poor and needy,
yet the Lord thinketh upon me."
FOLLOWER-ON.

" THE Pope is an arch-heretic, and the head of all heretics; for he
hath filled the world, as it were, with a huge flood of infinite sects ana
errors.' '-Luther.
12
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THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.

No. 3:

By

MR. TREVOR T. EDWARDS,

LICE.

F.R.H.S.,

OF EDINBURGH.

EGYPT, mistress of wisdom, learning, and letters, is suddenly struck
by a visitation upon her men of wisdom themselves, the custodian
of the Temple of the Scarabaeus (Sacred Beetle). The god itself was
a gigantic beetle of black marble, with a human head. It was supposed
to protect the temple from vermin such as lice and mosquitoes; for
one of these seen in a temple or upon the garments of a priest caused
ceremonial defilement, and neither priest nor temple might be made
holy again but by purification.
Only four verses are used to tell us of this judgment which followed
on breach of promise (Exod. viii. 15); for this plague was sudden
and extensive and fearful and without warning (verses 16-19), because
the" Lord of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory,
and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth" (Isa.
xxiii. 9).
To the Egyptian priests this plague was a terrible set-back to their
prestige, and to the people themselves the depriving of their access
to the temples.
See! the temple doors are shut: never was such known in all
the history of Egypt. Surely, it cannot be true; the priests unclean,
the temple defiled. Yes! not only this and these, but all of them.
Why 1 How 1 Lice! Oh, horrible, oh, tremendous enfeeblement,
ineptitude, oh, languishment of all hope! All this come upon us and
to get up and perform all over again, and to get up and go on once more.
It was a staggering blow to be struck down by such contemptible
creatures as lice. Lions and tigers as an army would be easier to
face and barricades be some security; but you cannot erect defences
against lice. Even to this hour man is helpless against these visitations of wee specks of animated life. God is able to make the least
of His creatures a weapon to wound and a whip to scourge; a wJJip
of straw! This may help us to understand verse 18, and why the'
magicians were unable to imitate the Aaronic power. They claimed
to have control over these vermin and so pursue their sacred way
and perform their sacred rites. But no, they were brought to see
that they had no such power or prerogative. The plague was against
them, yet they could not produce it. Indeed, they uttered the
exclamation, " This is the finger of God" (verse 19).
The magicians of Egypt were minded to resist no longer, but Pharaoh
was otherwise minded. In vain did the changed tone of the magicians
have any effect on Pharaoh. Whoever changed and blenched-not
he (verse 19). Whoever quailed or seemed on the verge of yielding,
he would preserve his heart-hardened (verse 19). The finger of God
had been pointing all the time, just as it pointed now. The magicians
talked thus because they had no other cloak for their shame or of
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accounting for their failure. We have to thank them for an expressive
and appropriate phrase.
The finger of God is a great and helpful reality to those who will
look for it and be guided by it; but these people in their blindness
knew not what they saw. In a world of weathercocks, blown " about
by every wind of doctrine," this finger points in one direction; but
these great ones, in spite of their discernment, heard not the voice
saying, " This is the way, walk ye in it" (Isa. xxx. 21). He has no
eye to the finger of God who knows not when to bend that he may
not break. Pharaoh would pay no heed to the finger even when his
magicians were compelled to make a show of recognition. He was
more affected by the frogs than by the lice; the magicians were more
affected by the lice than by the frogs. The magicians were priests,
the real rulers of Egypt, for in their hands, by the power of their
. superstitions, were the lives of the people and of the monarchs and
the dynasties. They felt acutely this plague directed against their
sacerdotal pretensions, this attack upon the precincts of their sanctuaries. Strange irony indeed, that on their own familiar ground they
were unable to ward off this visitation-and yet further, to imitate
Aaron; ah, to bring a plague upon their own preserves. No! that
is why they succeeded not with Aaron, the priest-preserver of the
true tabernac1e soon to be.
Whether a man will really see this finger depends on what he is
looking for. The finger of God brought this plague, as this same
finger also wrote upon the" two tables of testimony" (Exod. xxxi. 18 ;
Deut. ix. 10), and the Lord Jesus said, " If I with the finger of God
cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them out? therefore
shall they be your judges" (Luke xi. 20), where " finger" is put by
metonymy (change of noun) of subject for the Holy Spirit Himself.
It was none other than Asper Glan (Welsh; which in English is Clean
Spirit) against whom Pharaoh hardened his heart.
The first plague was a large glittering object of horror, crimson
dyed of high and florid hue, silent ~nd onsurging.
The sec nd plague was an army of green substances, small and
noisy, a volting discomfort by day and by night.
The t Ird plague was of almost invisible pieces of animation, blood-.s.w~·ng tormentors of man and beast alike.
God has power over every drop of water and every grain of dust.
At His touch the inorganic becomes organic, whether it be on the
river or from the river or from" the dust of the land" (verse 17).
,, No man preaches his sermon well to others if he does not first
preach it to his own heart."-John Owen.
"THE doctrine of Evolution is an unproved hypothesis and its
application as regards humanity has especial repudiations as admitted
even by some leading evolutionists."-Sir Ambrose Fleming, M.A.,
D.. Sc., F.R.S.
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"SIMPLICITY IN PREACHING."
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

2. A CLEAR VIEW OF THE SUBJECT.
HAVING made these prefatory remarks (see the March GOSPEL MAGAZINE) in order to clear the way, I will now proceed to give my readers
five brief hints as to what seems to me the best method of attaining
simplicity in. preaching.
My first hint is this: If you want to attain simplicity in preaching,
take care that you have a clear view of the subject upon which you are
going to preach. I ask your special attention to this. Of all the five
hints I am about to give, this is the most important. Mind, then,
when your text is chosen, that you understand it and see right through
it; that you know precisely what you want to prove, what you want
to teach, what you want to establish, and what you want people's
minds to carry away. If you yourself begin in a fog, you may depend
upon it you will leave your people in darkness. Cicero, one of the
greatest ancient orators, said long ago, "No one can possibly speak
clearly and eloquently about a subject which he does not understand" ;
and I am satisfied that he spoke the truth. Archbishop Whateley
was a very shrewd observer of human nature, and he said rightly
of a vast number of preachers, that" they aimed at nothing, and
they hit nothing. Like men landing on an unknown island, and
setting out on a journey of exploration, they set out in ignorance,
and travelled on in ignorance all the day long."
I ask all young ministers especially, to remember this first hint.
I repeat most emphatically, " Take care you thoroughly understand
your subject. Never choose a text of which you do not quite know
what it means." Beware of taking obscure passages such as those
which are to be found in unfulfilled and emblematic proph~cies. If
a man will continually preach to an ordinary congregation about the
seals and vials and trumpets in Revelation, or about Ezekiel's temple,
it will not be at all surprising to any reasonable mind if he fails to
attain simplicity. I do not mean that these subjects ought not to
be handled occasionally, at fit times, and before a suitable alldience.
All I say is, that they are very deep subjects, about which wise
Christians often disagree, and it is almost impossible to make them
very simple. We ought to see our subjects plainly, if we wish to
make them simple, and there are hundreds of plain subjects to be
found in God's Word.
Beware, for the same reason, of taking up what I call fanciful
subjects ~nd accommodated texts, and. then dragging out of them
meanings which the Holy Ghost never intended to put into them.
There is no subject needful for the soul's health which is not to be
found plainly taught and set forth in Scripture. This being the case,
I think a preacher should never take a text and extract from it, as
a dentist would a tooth from the jaw, something which, however
true in itself, is not the plain literal meaning of the inspired. words.
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The sermon may seem very glittering and ingenious, and his people
may go away saying, "What a clever parson we have got!" But
if, on examination, they can neither find the sermon in the text, nor
the text in the sermon, their minds are perplexed and they begin
to think the Bible is a deep book which cannot be understood. If
you want to attain simplicity, beware of accommodated texts.
When I speak of accommodated texts, let me explain what I mean.
I remember hearing of a minister in a northern town, who was famous
for preaching in this style. Once he gave out for his text, "He
that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a
tree that will not rot" (Isa. xl. 20). "Here," said he, "is man by
nature impoverished and undone. He has nothing to offer, in order
to make satisfaction for his soul. And what ought he to do? He
ought to choose a tree which cannot rot, even the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ." On another occasion, being anxious to preach on the
doctrine of indwelling sin, he chose his text out of the history of
Joseph and his brethren, and gave out the words, " The old man of
whom ye spake, is he yet alive? " (Gen. xliii. 7). Out of this question
he ingeniously twisted a discourse about the infection of nature remaining in the, believer-a grand truth, no doubt, but certainly not the
truth of the passage. Such instances will, I trust, be a warning to
all my younger brethren. If you want to preach about the indwelling
corruption of human nature, or about Christ crucified, you need not
seek for such far-fetched texts as those I have named. If you want
to be simple, mind you choose plain simple texts.
.
Furthermore, if you wish to see through your subjects thoroughly,
and so to attain the foundation of simplicity, do not be ashamed
of dividing your sermons and stating your divisions. I need hardly
say this is a very vexed question. There is a morbid dread of " firstly,
secondly, and thirdly," in many quarters. The stream of fashion runs
strongly against divisions, and I must frankly confess that a lively
undivided sermon is much better than one divided in a dull, stupid,
illogical way. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.
He that can preach sermons which strike and stick without divisions,
by all means let him hold on his way and persevere. But let him
not despise his neighbour who divides. All I say is, if we would be
simple, there must be order in a sermon ,as there is in an army. What
wise general would mix up artillery, infantry, and cavalry in one
confused mass in the day of battle? What giver of a banquet or
dinner would dream of putting on the table the whole of the viands
at once, the soup, the fish, the entrees, the joints, the salads, the
game, the sweets, the dessert, in one huge dish? Such a host would
hardly be thought to serve his dinner well. Just so I say it is with
sermons. By all means let there be order- whether you bring out your
"firstly, secondly, or thirdly," or not-order, whether your divisions
are concealed or expressed-order so carefully arranged that your points
and ideas shall follow one another in beautiful regularity, like regiments
marching past before the Queen on a review day in Windsor Park.
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For my own part, I honestly confess that I do not think I have
preached two sermons in my life without divisions. I find it of the
utmost importance to make people understand, remember, and carry
away what I say, and I am certain that divisions help me to do so.
They are, in fact, like hooks and pegs and shelves in the mind. If
you study the sermons of men who have been and are succes ful
preachers, you will always find order, and often divisions, in their
sermons. I am not a bit ashamed to say that I often read the sermons
of Mr. Spurgeon. I like to gather hints about preaching from all
quarters. David did not ask about the sword of Goliath, who made
it? who polished it? what blacksmith forged it? He said, " There
is nothing like it"; for he had once used it to cut off its owner's
head. Mr. Spurgeon can preach most ably, and he proves it by
keeping his enormous congregation together. \Ve ought always to
examine and analyse sermons which draw people together. Now
when you read Mr. Spurgeon's sermons, note how clearly and perspicuously he divides a sermon, and fills each division with beautiful
and simple ideas. How easily you grasp his meaning! How
thoroughly he brings before you certain great truths that hang to
you like hooks of steel, and which, once planted in your memory,
you never forget! My first point, then, if you would be simple in
your preaching is, that you must thoroughly understand your subjec ,
and if you want to know whether you understand it, try to divide
and arrange it. I can only say for myself that I have done this ever
since I have been a minister. For forty years I have kept blank MS.
books in which I put down texts and heads of sermons for u e when
.required. Whenever I get hold of a text, and see my way through it,
I put it down and make a note of it. If I do not see my way through
a text, I cannot preach on it, because I know I cannot be simple,
and if I cannot be simple, I know' I had better not preach at all.
CA.LVIN ON SINGING AND MUSIC.
" HENCE it is perfectly clear that neither words nor singing (if used
in prayer) are of the least consequence, or avail one iota with God,
unless they proceed from deep feeling in the heart. Nay, rather they
provoke His anger against us, if they come from the lips and throat
only, since this is to abuse His sacred Name, and hold His majesty
in derision. . . . We do not condemn words or singing, but rather
greatly commend them, provided the feeling of the mind goes along
with them. . . . 'Certainly if singing is tempered to a gravity befitting
the presence of God and angels, it both gives dignity and grace to
sacred actions, and has a very powerful tendency to stir up the mind
to true zeal and ardour in prayer. We must, however, carefully
beware, lest our ears be more intent on the music than our nlinds
on the spiritual meaning of the words.... If this moderation is used,
there cannot be a doubt that the practice is most sacred and salutary.
On the other hand, songs composed merely to tickle and delight the
ear cannot but be most displeasing to God."-Institutes, vol. 11, p. 499.
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A SAMPLE OF NAZI WICKEDNESS.
THE Times for Feb. 9th last contained the following statement from
its own correspondent, headed, "Paris, Feb. 8th" :" Fresh particulars are given of the German reprisals against the
people' of Wawer, near Warsaw, where two common criminals for
whom the police were searching killed a couple of German soldiers
who attempted to arrest them (as reported in the Times on Jan. 25th).
Two hours later a battalion of Landeschutzen marched into the town,
where the commandant announced that in reprisal for the death of
the two German soldiers one inhabitant in every ten would be shot
at Wawer and also in the neighbouring town of Anin. During the
night whole fa~lies were dragged from their houses and shot in
groups of ten in front of a fence by soldiers firing machine-guns. In
this manner 138 persons, including seventeen women, two doctors, and
a little boy, met their death. Thirty-four of the victims were under
18 years of age and twelve were over 60. Not content with this act of
ferocity, the Germans stopped a train proceeding from Wawer to
Otwock and shot one passenger out of every five.
" At about the same time seventy-two Poles were hanged at Bachia,
near Cracow."
Who will deny, after reading this paragraph, the truth of the inspired
declaration that, " The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked " ~ (Jer. xvii. 9).
It seems to us that there is no sin which the human heart is not
capable of committing if left to itself. If, then, the Lord, in the
exercise of His sovereign mercy has given us new hearts and is
keeping us by His power, how deeply humble we ought to be that He
has made us to differ from many others. With increasing gratitude
and humility each believer needs to say, " By the grace of God I am
what I am."
The tradition is still preserved, we are told, in the Rev. J osiah
Bull's Life of John Newton that on one occasion, at the house of Mr.
Ring, in Reading, Mr. Newton spoke on the words, "By the grace
of God I am what I am," and he expressed himself to the following
effect: "(1) I am not what I ought to be. Ah, how imperfect and
deficient! (2) Not what I might be, considering my privileges and
opportunities. (3) Not what I wish to be. God, Who knows my
heart, knows·I wish to be like Him. (4) I am not what I hope to
be-ere long to drop this clay tabernacle, to be like Him, and see
Him as He is. (5) Not what I once was-a child of sin and slave
of the devil. Though not all these-not what I ought to be, not what
I might be, not what I wish or hope to be, and not what I once wasI think I can truly say with the apostle, ' By the grace of God I am
what I am.' "
If anyone should be humble before God, it is the man who recognizes
that Divine grace alone has made him to differ from another. How
lowly indeed should we be not only in our talk but in our walk.
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YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE VANITIES OF THE WORLD.
KEEPING our ears open we hear sad things at times about young
people. One instance is the case of a London girl about fourteen years
of age; she paints her lips and her nails and her cheeks, and spends
a good deal of her time at cinemas. She even borrows money of a
relative to enable her to go to that form of amusement.
It seems evident from little things that we hear, that many of the
poor resort to the cinema and take their children with them.
Associated with this love of worldly pleasure attendance at a place
of worship is wholly neglected. Thus how true it is that the age is
characterized by a love of pleasure, more than a love of God. Then
comes the thought that a large number of places of worship are now
destitute of the pure Gospel of the grace of God. On the one hand,
many such places are characterized by sacerdotal teaching, and
services are marked by pomp and show and formalism. On the other
hand, Modernism has lifted up its head and has leavened much of
present-day preaching. These, together with the encouragement of
whist-drives, dances, and concerts in connexion with places of worship,
and worldly methods of securing money for professedly religious purposes, indicate into what a deplorable state the professing Church has
fallen.. We have sometimes seen it suggested that a great campaign
should be encouraged to influence people to go to church on the Lord's
day, but the question arises, to what church or chapel should people be
encouraged to go 1 Those who value pure Gospel truth and who
recognize that they who worship God should worship Him in spirit
and in truth, feel that there are very few places of worship either in the
Church of England or in the Free Churches to which people may rightly
be encouraged to go. It is our duty to take heed, not only how we
hear, but what we hear. Great discrimination is increasingly needed
in these degenerate days. Godly parents especially need to be concerned about the spiritual upbringing of their children. There are
perils in the schools, and perils in colleges, and perils in universities,
and perils in thinking that at all costs what is called a good education
must be secured.
May the Lord save godly parents from any mistakes in the upbringing of their children, and may He deliver our young people from the
devil and all His works, from the pomp and vanity of this wicked
world, and from all the sinful lusts of the flesh.

" WE must beware of imitating the practice which commenced some
centuries ago, of imagining that Churches are the proper dwellings of
God, where He is more ready to listen to us, or of attaching to them
some kind of secret sanctity, which makes prayer there more holy. . . .
Let us leave such gross ideas to the Jews or to the heathen, knowing
that we have a command to pray without distinction of place, in
, spirit and in truth.' "-Calvin's Institutes, Vol. 11, Book Ill, p. 498.
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FROM BATTLEFIELD TO PULPIT.
IF you look at a map of the West Indies, you will notice that besides
the large islands such as Cuba, Haiti, and Jamaica, there are many
that are much smaller. Among these is the little island of Santa Cruz.
Here, in 1796, was born a little English boy called William Henry
Krause. The child grew up to become a preacher of the Gospel,
ministering to the people of Bethesda Chapel, Dublin. You can
imagine that there were a great many happenings between the birth
of the boy in Santa Cruz in 1796, and his first sermon in Dublin in
1840; and I think you will be interested to hear how the Shepherd
led this sheep of His; sometimes through green pastures and by still
waters, sometimes through dark valleys shadowed by death, until he
came at last to dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
The English boy spent only the first few years of his life in the
West Indies. There he had a loving grandmother, who was always
praying that the best blessings might come to the little boy. But
whilst he was still quite small, he and his little sister were brought to
England by their parents. Shortly afterwards, the young mother
died; William's father took the little girl back to the Indies, and the
small boy was left at school in England. There he had a good education, learning everything that boys did learn in those days; and he
seems to have been quite happy and comfortable.
When he grew up, the question was, What should he be 1 His
father wanted him to go to the University, but William's mind was
made up; it was the Army that he wanted, and his father gave way.
He got a commission, joined a regiment then in France, and in 1815
was on the field of Waterloo, being then nineteen years of age.
But the European war came to an end, and the Army being reduced,
Krause was put on half pay. After visiting his people in Santa Cruz,
he came back to England; and in 1822, he received an invitation to
go to the wedding of Captain Dyas, a brother officer, who was shortly
to be married in Ireland. Krause accepted the invitation, went to
the wedding, and stayed on some months with the newly married pair.
That wedding invitation led to a complete change in the course
of the young officer's life. Mr. Krause went to Ireland a well-educated
m.an of the world, "dead in trespasses and sins"; but among the
people with whom he now became intimate there had lately been a
revival of true religion. Captain Dyas and his sister, the bride and
her sister, were amongst some young people who had recently been
led out of darkness into light. Their spiritual change was uppermost
in their thoughts; and out of the abundance of their hearts they spoke
freely of the Lord Jesus, and what He had done for them. It was
entirely new to the young English officer. He was greatly impressed,
and was persuaded to begin to study the Bible. Before many months
had passed, it became apparent that in him, too, the miracle had been
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wrought. As he himself described it later, his eyes were opened by
the grace of God to his sinful state, and at the same time the Spirit of
God showed him the Redeemer, even the Lord Jesus, dying on the
cross as his Saviour. During a serious illness which attacked him at
this time, his knowledge of spiritual things increased rapidly; and he
began to feel that he must devote his life to the preaching of Christ.
Early in 1823 Mr. Krause married the younger sister of the wife of
his friend, Captain Dyas. The two were entirely at one in spiritual
things, and they began their married life in the greatest happiness.
But soon after the birth of their little daughter, Mrs. Krause began to
fail in health. Before the baby was a year old, the young mother had
passed away, leaving her husband widowed indeed. What a desolating
calamity this seems to us! But the trial had been softened by many
mercies. It was wonderful to see the way in which God had prepared
Mrs. Krause for such an early ending to efLrthly hopes. It seemed as
if she were entirely weaned from the world. Though full of love for
her husband and her baby girl, her affections were set on things above;
she was ever looking to Jesus, and longing to be with her Saviour.
" Call everybody to me ! " she cried at last, " call all the house that I
may magnify the Lord! "
It might have been a crushing blow to Mr. Krause; but he wa
comforted of God and greatly sustained. More and more his wish
grew to be ordained to the ministry. But there were difficulties.
The Bishops as a rule would only ordain men with a universi yeducation. However, some were more lenient than others; and with the
hope of being given a title to an English curacy, Mr. Krause went
first to Hereford and then to Wakefield, reading with godly clergymen
in these places, and spending many hours a day in study. Of coure,
it was not possible for a young man in lodgings to take care of a baby
girl; the little daughter, Angelina, had to be left to the care of the
kind friends in Ireland, and poor Mr. Krause found it hard to be
parted from her. She was a delicate little thing, and more than once
news of her serious illness made her father fear that he was to be
bereft again. But she was restored; and some years later it was
happily arranged that Mr. Krause's sister should take charge of the
little one. This lady, Mrs. Murray, having been taught of God in the
West Indies, had heard joyfully of her brother's conversion; and on
coming to Scotland with her husband, she took Angelina into her
home, and became to her a mother.
But meanwhile Mr. Krause went through a very trying period of
waiting. Convinced that God meant him for the ministry, he yet was
foiled again and again in his attempts to get ordained. At one time
the Archbishop of York said that all he required was a note of recommendation from another Bishop. This Mr. Krause obtained from the
Archbishop of Tuam; but when it was sent to the Archbishop of York,
he disclaimed having made any promise at all. Later on, because
an ex-officer asking for ordination misbehaved himself, the Archbishop
said he would never ordain a man who had been in the Army. It was
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not until 1838 that "Mr. Krause was ordained, to an Irish curacy.
These fifteen years of waiting must have been a great trial; but really
they were a wonderful preparation, for he spent most of the time in
serious study. Thus he became mighty in the Scriptures; and that
is what a minister needs most.
During the twelve years that Mr. Krause ministered to the people
of Bethesda Chapel, Dublin, his Sunday sermons and Wednesday
lectures were noted in shorthand by one of the congregation; and
after his death in 1852 they were published in book form. You can
learn much of the man by reading these sermons; the style is clear
and attractive, and though he deals faithfully with the deep things" of
God, yet his sermons never make difficult reading. And of them all
it may be said that Christ is uplifted; Jesus as the Saviour, the Priest,
and the King of His people is always the theme.
DAMARIS.

FREE-WILL.
IN a booklet received from Jamaica, ably written, the writer concludes
a reference to the new birth thus: "The subjective experience may
take place from the mother's womb; beneath the waters of the bright
baptismal flood; in riper years; or it may never take place at all.
Statistics" indicate it often takes place in adolescence. Free-will
determines the ultimate issues." (Italics ours.)
Thus, according to this writer, it is the person's own free-will which
determines whether he is born again or not. His regeneration may
take place in his mother's womb, but it is his free-will which determines
the matter. It may take place at other times, but in all cases his
free-will determines it. If he is never regenerated, it is due to his
free-will. Thus a sinner, though dead in trespasses and sins, determines his own salvation.
.
That is the view, apparently, of the writer of this booklet. It is
also the view of a large number of professing Christians. It is a view
however, which we hold to be wholly contrary to Scripture.
The Apostle John says of those who believe on Christ's Name, that
they " were born, not of blood,. nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God" (John i. 12, 13). James says, "Of His
Own will begat He us with the word of truth" (James i. 18). The
Apostle Paul says, "God . .. even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ" (Eph. ii. 4, 5).
It seems to us to be clearly and unmistakably the teaching of
Scripture that God Himself determines the sinner's salvation. "Salvation is of the Lord." "No man can come to Me, except the Father
which hath sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44).
If "free-will determines the ultimate issues," then salvation is of
man, not of the Lord. May the Lord enable us meekly, humbly,
wholeheartedly, and unreservedly to say, " Not unto us, 0 Lord, not
unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory" (Ps. cxv. 1).
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In JIilemoriam.
THE LATE MR. R. E. COLLINS, OF DUNOON, ARGYLE.
ANOTHER of our warm-hearted readers has recently passed away.
On Jan. 28th last, after only one week's illness, Mr. R. E. Collins, of
Rock Hill, Hunter's Quay, Dunoon, Argyle, was called to his heavenly
home. On several occasions we met him in London, and we were
always pleased to have a brief conversation with him. He was very
definitely opposed to everything sacerdotal and was a warm friend
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Mrs. Collins, his dear wife, writes, " No doubt you will remember
him, as he always spoke to you at the May meetings in London,
although he has not attended them for the past two years. He was
a regular reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and for many years past
has had a number of copies sent to various people, as you no doubt
know.
" I feel my loss very keenly indeed, and scarce know how to begin
again in my lonely home, but I am comforted with the knowledge
that he is with the Lord Whom he served from his younge t year,
and Who was with him to the end.
" I was enabled to repeat many passages of Scripture to him and
although he was too ill to speak distinctly, yet he showed plea ure
in what I quoted. At one time he repeated parts of the Lord' Prayer,
and once he distinctly said, ' Holy and reverend is His ame.' Again,
he said, ' Precious, precious,' and wept when I said to him,' y sheep
hear My voice,' etc.
"He was a man of prayer, and read his Bible much. He was
very jealous about the Sabbath and would have no unnecessary
things done on that day, and I never saw him read anything on the
Sabbath but his Bible or the GOSPEL MAGAZINE or the Gospel Standard.
" I know he is with the 'Lord, and could not wish him back to a'~'
world of sin, but my loneliness is great. Please remember me in
prayer.
" The last meeting he attended was at Trinity Church, Buxton,
where he thoroughly enjoyed listening to a lecture on work in the
Irish Church Missions.
" I am writing to Mr. Taylor to ask him to continue sending the
usual copies (six) of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
We are very glad to receive such a touching account of our late
dear friend. It is beautiful to have this testimony to his love of
the Bible, his jealousy for the sanctity of the Sabbath, and his felt
need of prayer.
We rejoice, too, that his sorrowing widow hopes to continue circulating the magazine. Our tender sympathy goes out to her. Ma he
Lord Himself comfort and strengthen her, and enable her bravely
to face her loneliness in His Name, with the constant assurance that
He is with her, and will never leave nor forsake her.
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THE LATE MRS. DAWSON, OF DERBY.
A KIND letter received from an esteemed reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE on Feb. 16th last, informed us of the Homecall of Mrs.
Dawson, of Derby. The writer said, "It has pleased the Lord to
call Home the redeemed spirit of Mrs. Dawson, yesterday morning,
Monday, Feb. 12th. Her body will be committed to the earth on
Friday, Feb. 16th, at 2.30 p.m. My wife and I went to see her just
before the end of the year. She expressed a longing to depart to
be with Christ. She is now among the glorified spirits around the
throne praising the Lamb."
Mrs. Dawson was the wife of the late highly esteemed Scripture
Reader at Trinity Church, Derby, when the late Rev. Henry Martin
was Vicar at that Church. We knew Mr. Dawson intimately during
our curacy at that Church many years ago. He had a clear grasp
of the doctrines of grace, and held and referred to them in a gracious
manner. Men of his stamp are becoming rare in these days of apostasy.
Now, both he and his wife are for ever with the Lord.
MRS. PERCY WAKELEY.
IT was with much sorrow of heart that we read in the obituary notices
of The Times for Feb. 26th, that May Sophia Wakeley, beloved wife of
Percy Wakeley, of West Dulwich, had passed away on Feb. 22nd.
On Oct. 10th, 1934, we received a kind letter from Mrs. Wakeley
offering hospitality to us on the occasion of our fulfilling a London
engagement. \Ve then entered in our address book the words which
she had kindly written, " always pleased to see you." "A bedroom
at your disposal at any time you are in town." Since then, on several
occasions when we were to speak or preach at Grove Chapel, we have
had the pleasure and privilege of staying at the house of Mr. and
Mrs. Percy Wakeley. Our contact with Mrs. Wakeley convinced us
that she was a true servant of the Lord, one who loved to hear the
Word of God expounded, and one who manifested the indwelling
presence of the Holy Spirit, by her gracious, quiet, gentle manner,
and her readiness to engage in godly conversation. She seemed to
sit as a queen in the midst of her family, and to command the love
and affection of all her dear ones.
In June last year we received a letter from her in which she said,
" I was glad to see the lines, ' The Lord shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace,' in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for June." She
went on to tell us that they were written (i.e., the poem based on the
words) by the Rev. James Jay, who succeeded the Rev. Joseph
Irons as Pastor of Grove Chapel, Camberwell. The hymn had first
come to the notice of herself and her dear husband when" difficult
times in providence" confronted them. At their usual morning
reading her husband read Exodus xiv., and they were" encouraged
to hope that the Lord would fight for them." The Sovereign Grace
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Union Conference was being held, and when they entered the Chapel
that afternoon Mr. Jay's hymn was given out.
" Now bid your fears, ye saints, adieu,
From strife and warring cease,
For God hath said He'll fight for you,
And 'ye shall hold your peace.' "

The Lord did indeed in a wonderful way and manner fight for them,
and Mrs. Wakeley wrote, "I shall never forget the time nor what
the hymn was made to us. I have a copy in large print on the
mantelpiece in our bedroom."
This incident illustrates the faith which the dear one, whose removal
we mourn, was enabled to exercise in her Covenant God and Father.
" She was one of the most devoted, unselfish, and loving of women,
and was always seeking the good of others," is her beloved husband's
testimony. For nearly fifty years we understand they were united
in the closest of earthly bonds, and now at last the separation ha
come. Even though we have the blessed assurance that the dear one
is now with her Lord, in Whose presence is fulness of joy and at Whose
right hand there are pleasures for ever more, yet her dear ones and
many friends naturally feel her removal. But the day is dawning
when she and they and all the company of the saved will be " caught
up together" in glorified bodies to meet the Lord in he air. Then
in the language of one of the hymns sung at her funeral :"At last the ransomed throng complete,
Is glorified throughout ;
Again they bow at Jesus' feet
And Hallelujah shout."

Meanwhile may" the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort,"
comfort, strengthen, and cheer the bereaved husband and family, and
may none of them be missing from the great multitude which no
man can number who shall stand before the throne, washed and made
white in the blood of the Lamb.

" IT is told of Simeon, that a young clergyman consulted him, saying,

, 1 do not know how it is that I find I do not preach extempore as I

would wish. I suppose it must be owing to want of faith.' 'Ah, dear
friend,' replied Simeon, ' justification is by faith, but extempore speaking is by works.' "-Canon A. R. Fausset.
" THREE things make a Divine: meditation, prayer, and temptation.
And three things are to be remembered by a minister; tUrn over and
over the Bible, pray devoutly, and be never above learning. The
are the best preachers for the common people who speak in he
meanest, lowest, humblest, and most simple style. "-Luther.
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IJrotestant laeacou.
EVANGELICAL COMPROMISE
THE leading Anglo-Catholic organ, in its opening pages in the first
week of the new year said that" In every diocese the relations between
Catholics and Evangelicals are far more sympathetic and understanding
than they were .ten years ago. The enemies of this modest preliminary
to the full healing of the wounds in the Body of Christ are the rump of
extreme Protestants, wealthy, fanatical, unscrupulous, on the one side,
and the equally small body of pro-Papal enthusiasts who are neither
wealthy nor particularly intelligent, but are obsessed by the old delusion
that the Catholic Church was founded on the seven hills of Rome, and'
not in the upper chamber in Jerusalem.'}
We think that the more cordial relations between Anglo-Catholics
and Evangelicals is an indication of compromise. It shows that the
gold of true Evangelicalism has become dim. The old antagonism
to Romanism and its imitation by Anglo-Catholics is dying out, and
the great foundation truths for which our Reformers and their true
successors stood are no longer fully grasped and proclaimed. The
re~ult is the Church of England, the Church of our martyred Reformers,
is becoming more and more leavened with false doctrine and Romish
superstition and ceremonial. It is becoming a rare thing to hear the
old Evangelical truths, even in professed Evangelical Churches, and
sensuous and flesh-pleasing services, in imitation of the Anglo-Catholic
movement, are becoming the rule rather than the exception. The
rising generation of professed Evangelicals are being familiarized with
a ritual which was unknown to the old Evangelicals, and the distinctive
differences between the doctrine and ritual of Anglo-Catholics and
Evangelicals are being obliterated. "How is the gold become dim!
-how is the most fine gold changed! " (Lam. iv. 1).
These marks' of deterioration were noticed even in the late Bishop
Ryle's time. How much worse are they now! A revival of the old
doctrines of the Thirty-nine Articles and a return to sinlplicity of
worship are greatly needed. As things are it is plain that degeneration
has largely set in.

." THE doctrine of election never can agree with human merit; one
will be always harking at the other."-Berridge.
MUCH in our Articles is found in common with what Calvin's
I nst'itutes teach, though in a modified, less dogmatical, and more
Scriptural form. It is the doctrine of Augustine, more than a thousand
years before Calvin. It is the doctrine of St. Paul (Rom. viii. and
Eph. i.). God Who foreordains the end is represented also as foreordaining the means to that end.-Canon A. R. Fausset.
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ltehie.\lls anll jlntirf6 of iaookf:i.
FASCISM IN THE ENGLISH CHURCH. By a London Journalist. Pp.
112. Price Is., by post Is. 2d. (Church Association, 13 and 14,
Buckingham Street, London, W.C.2.)
This is a cheap popular edition of this book. It is well printed
and very well worth reading. We reviewed it in our August issue
in the year 1938. The author shows that Protestant Evangelical
Christianity is the object of attack from eight different quarters.
The whole aim is to extinguish it. There is certainly need for a
great revival of a definite, distinctive, positive, and uncompromising
stand for real out-and-out Evangelical and Protestant truth.
ST. MARY'S CONVENT. Described as a thrilling tale of nunnery life,
making clear the real working of the conventual system. This
is the seventh edition and is published at 2d., post free 2td.
(Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
THE

VATICAN AND NAZIISM. Pp. 24. Price 2td. po t free.
(Protestant Truth Society" 31, Cannon Street, London, E ..4.)
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" LET such as so fall down before images of saints know and come
that they exhibit that honour to dead stocks and stones which he
saints themselves, Peter, Paul, and Barnabas, would not to be ive
them being alive, which the angel of God forbiddeth to be gi en
him."-Homily Against the Peril of Idolatry.

