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THE CITY WHICH IS TO COME.

" For here ha;ve we no continuing city, but we seek one to come."-
HEBREWS xiii. 14.

THESE words have reference to believers. The" we" who seek
for a city yet to come are the same people as the " we" of whom
the writer of the Epistle speaks when he says, " We are not of
them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe
to the saving of the soul" (Heb. x. 39).

It is those who believe to the eternal salvation of their souls,
and who are Divinely delivered from perdition, who seek a city
yet to come. They recognize that here they have no abiding
city, no permanent dwelling place. They say:

" We've no abiding city here,
We seek a city 01!t of sight,

Zion its name,-the LORD is there,
It shines with everlasting light."

The context of the verse we are considering makes some reference
to the earthly city of Jerusalem.

It tells us that "JESUS also, that He might sanctify the people
with His Own blood, suffered without the gate." That is, He
suffered without the gate of Jerusalem. The Apostle John tells
us that " the place where JESUS was crucified was nigh to the city"
(John xix. 20). "Let us" (who are His people) " go forth therefore
unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach." Let us
turn our backs upon the city of Jerusalem with its temple, priest-
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hood, and sacrifices. These are all now abrogated. "There
remaineth (now) no more sacrifice for sins." The temple with
its priesthood, its sacrifices, and its altars are all now abolished,
and the city where the temple was erected was by our LORD doomed
to destruction. "They shall not leave in thee one stone upon
another" (Luke xix. 44).

Henceforth His people are to look to Him alone as their eternal
high Priest whose priesthood passeth not from Him to another.
They are to trust in the sacrifice which He offered once for all,
and they ate to draw near and enter the heavenly sanctuary to
obtll,in mercy and find grace to help in time of need. With their
backs towards the city of Jerusalem they are to go forth to Him
without the camp bearing His reproach.

They are to identify themselves with Him Who was rejected
and crucified by "Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles,
and the people of Israel" (Acts iv. 27).

With their backs towards the world they are to be willing to
stand by the rejected CHRIST, and to suffer with Him now, that
they may be glorified with Him hereafter. United to CHRIST
they are to sit loose to all earthly cities and dwellings and posses
sions. They are, as risen with CHRIST, to seek those things which
are above. Not on earthly wealth, earthly honours, and earthly
possessions are they to set their hearts, but they are to set their
affection on things above (see Col. iii. 1, 2).

The temporary nature of all earthly things is specially emphasized
by the things which are now happening. The war is bringing
home to us that earthly cities and earthly dwelling places are
not abiding. Hospitals, Churches, houses, and other buildings
are being demolished by German bombs. Thousands of civilians
are being killed, and thousands more are being rendered homeless,
and deprived of all their belongings. Here truly have we no
continuing city.

Apart, however, from the war this solemn truth has been patent
ever since sin entered the world. Death, as a result of sin has
been the common lot of all men with the exception of Enoch and
Elijah. Neither the people who dwell in the cities nor the cities
in which they dwell are abiding. Can we say, however, that
we are amongst the number of those who can believingly seek



The Gospel Magazine 141

for a city yet to come. Can we look for a city which hath founda"
tions, whose builder and maker is GOD 1 The ungodly "mind
earthly things," but of the godly the apostle says, "Our citizen
ship is in Heaven" (see Phil. iii. 19, 20).

The titles given to believers are intended to remind them that
here have they no continuing city. .

They are described as " pilgrims," " sojourners," and
" strangers."

They are only temporary residents in earthly cities. Their
citizenship is in heaven. They are pilgrims to the heavenly Zion.
Thus they are not to regard this as their permanent home.

" It is not for me to be seeking my bliss,
And building my hopes in a region like this;
I look for a city which hands have not piled,
I long for a country by sin undefiled."

(Lyte.)

What are we told of the city that is to come 1
1. First, we are told that it is a city Divinely planned and built.
Knowing that he was journeying to this city, Abraham, " By

faith sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of
the same promise: for he looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose Builder and Maker is GoD" (Heb. xi. 9, 10).

This city is Divinely planned and built. We may be sure then
that it is perfectly planned and built. It has no flaw. However
closely examined, it will be found to be beyond criticism. It
is a city whose foundations are well laid. Enemy bombs can
destroy earthly cities. They cannot destroy the city which owes
its being to our covenant GOD. It is a permanent, an abiding city.
All the artillery of hell or of men can make no breach in its walls.
Eternal safety is the portion of those who reach that city.

2. Secondly, it is a city Divinely prepared for God's people.
The patriarchs were men of faith. They died in faith, "not

having received the promises, but having seen them afar off they
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth." Such persons
"declare plainly that they seek a country. . .. They desire
a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore GoD is not
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ashamed to be called their GOD: for He hath prepared for them
a city" (Heb. xi. 13, 14, 16).

Those who sought this heavenly city were men of faith in Him
through Whom all spiritual blessing reached them, and those
who have faith in CHRIST now are blessed with faithful Abraham,
and with all the other Old Testament saints.

For all such GOD hath prepared a city. He chose them in
CHRIST before the foundation of the world. They were the objects
of His love before the stars began to shine. Hence He redeemed
them, called them, and justified them, and in view of their pre
destined glorification" He hath prepared for them a city." In
this city" they shall reign for ever and ever." Hence their LORD
will say to them when He comes for them, "Come, ye blessed
of My FATHER, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 34).

As GOD at the beginning planted a garden for the first man,
so He has prepared a city for all who are in living union with the
second Man, the LORD from heaven. What a manifestation of
Divine love and grace this is! Our dwelling place in Heaven
is already prepared for us.

3. Thirdly, it is a heavenly city.
" Ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living

GOD, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable 'company
of angels" (Heb. xii. 22). It is a heavenly city. It is the city
where GOD dwells. It is the city where the angels dwell. It
is therefore a city of joy. "In Thy presence is fulness of joy;
at Thy right hand there are pleas.ures for evermore" (Ps. xvi. 11).

" There shall be no night there." Twice over is this statement
made (Rev. xxi. 25; xxii. 5). There will be no black-out there.
No enemy bombers can enter or attack the city. "The city has
no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the
glory of GOD doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof"
(Rev. xxi. 23). This is the city to which you who are pilgrims
to Zion are journeying. Here is something to cheer your hearts.

" Come joy or come sorrow, whate'er may befall,
A home with my GOD will make up for it all."

Without giving way to morbid fears we know that this fallen



The Gospel Magazine 148

earth will never be turned into heaven. Wars and rumours of
wars, famines, pestilences, and earthquakes will more or less
characterize the world so long as sin and the devil prevail. But
beyond the present trials there is the city which hath the foun
dations. Be of good cheer then, ye pilgrims to Zion. You are
heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love
Him.

" Ye pilgrims of Zion, and ·chosen of GOD,
Whose spirits are filled with dismay,
Since ye have eternal redemption thro' blood,
Ye cannot but hold on your way."

4. Fourthly, it is a holy city.
'rhe Apostle John says, "I John saw the holy city, New Jeru

salem, coming down from GOD out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband." It is a city perfectly set apart -from
sin. " There shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth,
neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie" (Rev.
xxi. 2, 27). The devil was allowed to introduce sin into this earth,
but he will have no power to introduce sin into the city that
hath foundations. The Divine decree has gone forth that no
sin shall be allowed to enter there. Hence there will be no death,
no sorrow, no crying, no pain within its walls. GOD .Himself
!\haU wipe away all tears from the eyes of its inhabitants.

All the woes of this world are due to sin. Had sin not entered
there would have been no wars, famines, pestilences, nor earth
quakes. No hospitals, prisons, sanatoriums, asylums, would have
been needed.· No immorality, gambling, drunkenness, cruelty
would have prevailed to bring sorrow and ruin into families. The
city yet to come will be holy as GOD is holy, and its inhabitants
.will be for ever free from sorrow and trial.

5. Lastly, it is a city intended and prepared for those whose names
are in the Lamb's book of life.

"They which are written in the LAMB'S book of life" alone
enter this city (Rev. xxi. 27).

Who are they? That is the vital question. Are we amongst
them? Are our names enrolled as citizens of the heavenly Zion?
How can we find out an answer to these questions. The LAMB'S

book of life is not to be found in earthly libraries: We cannot
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go to some great reference library and find the Book and turn
over its leaves to see if our names are there inscribed. Yet there
are ways in which we can find out if our names are mercifully
written therein. We read that our LORD appointed seventy
disciples to go "two by two before His face into every city and
place, whither He Himself would come."

They were to go forth as lambs among wolves. They were
to go forth as labourers in His vineyard. They were to heal the
sick and preach the kingdom of GOD. They were to deliver
CHRIST'S message, so that those who heard them were virtually
hearing CHRIST. They went on their way, and returned saying,
" LORD, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy name."
In our LORD'S reply He said, amongst other things, "Notwith
standing in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you;
but rather rejoice, because your names are wriUen in heaven" (see
Luke x. 1-20). Thus if we are amongst our LORD'S genuine disciples
who believe on His name, and sit as scholars to learn of Him,
then our names are in the book of life.

Again, those who labour in the Gospel because they have tasted
of its blessings and because they believe its truths, are a people
whose names are in the book of life. The Apostle Paul says,
" Help those women which laboured with me in the Gospel, with
Clement also, and with other my fellow labourers, whose na'mes
are in the book of life -" (Phi!. iv. 3).

If we ask again who are they whose names are in the book of
life, we mayrightly answer, they are those who constitute the Churclt
of God. We read of" the Church ofthe firstborn, which are written
(or enrolled) in heaven" (Heb. xn. 23).

The word '-' Church" is never used in the New Testament of
a building. It is used of GoD'S people, and the word denotes
that they are a called out people.

They have been called out of darkness into Gob's marvellous
light. "Whom He called, them He also justified." Thus all
the called are justified, and all the justified shall be glorified.
The whole company of GOD'S people, then, the Church of the
living GOD, called, justified, and saved through the blood and
righteousness of CHRIST, these are enrolled in heaven. These
are iri the LAMB'S book of life. Can I say that through infinite
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grace I have been called out of the broad way into the narrow,
and pardoned, justified, and saved through faith in CHRIST 1 If
so, my name is written in heaven. I am inscribed in the LAMB'S
book of life.

I can through infinite grace and mercy, sinner though I am,
look forward with certainty to my entrance into the heavenly
city. Along with Abraham I can look for the city which hath
foundations whose Builder and Maker is GoD. Having the faith
which characterized Abraham, I am "blessed with faithful
Abraham." Chosen in CHRIST before the foundation of the world,
redeemed by His blood and quickened by His Spirit I am amongst
the list of names written in the LAMB'S book of life" from the
foundation of the world" (Rev. xvii. 8).

Hence we need to remember our heavenly citizenship, and we
need daily to seek Divine grace so that our walk as citizens may
be "as it becometh the Gospel of CHRIST."

All clinging to the world and its " vanity fair" should be aban
doned. The call to us is to come out and be separate. In all
our deportment it should be distinctly evident that we are strangers
and pilgrims on the earth.

" We've no abiding city here,
Then let us live as pilgrims do ;
Let not the world our rest appear,
But let us haste from all below."

(Thomas Kelly.)
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

SUNDAY THEATRES AND CINEMAS AND THE SOLDIERS.
THE falsity of the excuse that it is in the interests of soldiers is demon
strated by the experience of Chesterfield. The Chief Constable there
re.cently reported that on two Sundays, observations were kept on
local cinemas which had been given Sunday licenses on the plea that
it was" for the Forces." At one Cinema 468 children were present
on the Sunday afternoon, and at night not a single soldier was present.
At another cinema 46 children were in attendance in the afternoon,
and not one soldier. At another 187 children and 22 soldiers were
present.-The General Secretary of the Imperial Alliance for the Defen.ce
of Sunday.
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LOVE TO ENEMIES AND REPRISALS.

" Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour,
and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven :
for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and

.. sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust ". (MATTHEW v. 43':"'45).

WE write this article at a time when letters·for and against reprisals
have been appearing in the newspapers. Many have strongly
condemned reprisals, but so far we have seen no letters or state
ments which have opposed reprisals on exact Scriptural grounds.

It is only at a time like this that the subject comes up, and
probably most Christians have never fully considered the matter,
and in many cases they would be at a loss to prove from Scripture
that reprisals were immoral and a breach of the moral law. The
word reprisal means retaliation, a repayal of injury in kind, a
giving tit for tat. We are all grieved at the deliberate bombing
of men, women, and children, and their homes by the Germans.

Our Government aim only at military objectives. Our enemies
often make no discrimination. Many people think we ought to
retaliate and bomb non-combatants in Germany, and they think
that that would sooner end the war. But if it is morally wrong
to retaliate in this way we oug!tt not to do evil that good may
come. That is Jesuitical and unscriptural. Because others sin
in a particular way, that is no reason why we should sin in the
same way. Rather should we remember the words" Vengeance
is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord" (Rom. xii. 19).

If we commit our cause to God, He will in His Own time and
way deal with our enemies, and will render unto them according
to their works. But the question arises ARE REPRISALS MORALLY
WRONG ~ Let us endeavour to answer the question from Scripture.

1. First, notice that love to our enemies is enjoined both in the
Old Testament a~d the New.

Jewish interpreters before our Lord's time had said, "Thou
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shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy." Some have
suggested that Moses said this, and that our Lord was correcting "
the teaching of Moses.

But God cannot contradict· Himself. He does not at one time
say, "Hate your enemy" and at another time, "Love your
enemy." The teaching of Moses was inspired by God. Our
Lord in the sermon on the mount declared that He did not " come
to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil" (Matt. v. 17). These words show that He did not
come to correct the teaching of the law.

Moreover, Moses never said hate your enemy. He said, "Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" (Lev. xix. 18). But who is
your neighbour 1 Our Lord answered that question in the parable
of the good Samaritan. The man who -reIl amongst thieves on
his way from Jerusalem to Jericho was no doubt a Jew. As the
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans they regarded them as
enemies. The man who fell among thieves had been stripped
by them and wounded and left half dead on the road. A priest
and a Levite, both Jews, passed by on the other side, rendering
the poor man no help. But a Samaritan, passing by, had com~

passion o~ him; and, though the poor man was his enemy, he
nevertheless bound up his wounds and arranged for further kind
treatment. Our Lord asked the Jewish lawyer, "Which now
of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that feU
among thieves 1". The lawyer answered, "He that shewed mercy
on him." "Go and do thou likewise," was our Lord's reply. :

Our neighbour then may be our enemy as well as a friend. Th~

injunction in the Old Testament to love your neighbour applies
to an enemy as well as to a friend. Besides, Moses expressly
says, "If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou
shalt surely bring it back to him again" (see Exod. xxiii. 4, 5).
Moreover, the Apostle Paul in order to teach Christians the duty
of loving their enemies quotes the teaching of the Old Testament
(see Rom. xii. 19, 20; compared with Prov. xxv. 21, 22).

2. Secondly, notice that lpve to our enemies is specifically enjoined
by our Lord upon His people.

They are to show their love to enemies by their words, by their
deeds, and in their prayers. If their enemies use words of cursing,



148 The Gospel Magazine

they are to use words of blessing. If their enemies hate them,
they are to do good to them that hate them. If their enemies
despitefully use them and persecute them, they are to pray for
them. The meaning seems to be that if occasion arises they are
in these ways to manifest love to their enemies. Our Lord Himself
prayed for His murderers on the cross. Stephen prayed, "Lord,
lay not this sin to their charge" (Luke xxiii. 34; Acts vii. 60).
The Apostle Paul said, "Bless them which persecute you; bless,
and curse not" (Romans xii. 14).

3. Thirdly, notice that love to our enemies is Godlike.
By loving our enemies we are really imitating our Father Wbo

is in heaven, and thus we manifest that we are His children. He
maketh His sun to rise on evil people as well as good. He sends
rain on the unjust as well as the just. In other words His temporal
mercies are bestowed on the ungodly as well as the godly.

But more than that, He bestows spiritual and eternal blessings
on His enemies. Wbat does the apostle tell us in the Epistle
to the Romans ~ He says, "God commendeth His love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us " (Rom.
v. 8).

The Apostle is speaking of God's love to His people. Toward
them He commended His love. But when ~ Wbile they were
yet sinners Christ died for them. God's people then are by nature
sinners. But what is a sinner ~ A sinner is a transgressor of
God's law; He is one who flouts the law of God. He is therefore
an· enemy of God. Yet," herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent_ His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins" (1 John iv; 10).

God manifested His love to His people for the spiritual and
eternal salvation of His sinful people. This at least suggests that
His people should take an interest in the spiritual and eternal
well-being of those who are at once the enemies of God and the
enemies of His people.

All who are saved are by nature enemies to God, and yet God
in rich mercy saves them by His grace.

But God constantly bestows
TEMPORAL BLESSINGS

on His enemies. He makes His sun to rise on them. He sends
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rain on them. The proudest and most wicked dictator for a long
time may enjoy God's sunshine and His rain.

All our temporal mercies flow from God, even though we are
in rebellion against Him. "He giveth food to all flesh." Although
all nations were walking in their own evil ways, yet God "did
good and gave them rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling
their hearts with food and gladness" (see Ps. cxxxvi. 25 and
Acts xiv. 16, 17).

Thus if we imitate God as dear children we shall manifest our
love to enemies when occasion arises by feeding them if they are
hungry and giving them drink if they are thirsty (see Rom. xii. 20).

4. Fourthly, notice that love to enemies is compatible with righteous
ness and justice.

" The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works."
His love is consistent with His justice. We need to beware of
a one-sided and an inadequate view of God's character. We read
that" the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was a preparing" (1 Pet. iii. 20).

During that period His sun shone on the world of the ungodly,
and the rain which He sent helped to give them fruitful seasons.
He knew that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually, but He waited as a result of His longsuffering, and
providentially He influenced Noah to be a preacher of righteousness.
But they ate and they drank and thus partook of His bounties.
They married and were given in marriage, thinking only of
this life, leaving God out of their thoughts and ignoring His com
mandments and transgressing His law. At last, however, God's
flood came and destroyed them all. Rain, which before had been
sent in mercy, now came in destroying judgment.

" The men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord
ilxceedingly." Yet God's sun shone on them, and His rain gave
them fruitful seasons. They had food to eat and water to drink.
They were allowed to buy and sell, to plant and to build, and to
ilnjoy earthly blessings. But their sins called for Divine judgment.
God's sun, however, continued to shine. One day, however,
.. The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar."
.. Then," while God's sun was shining, "the Lord rained upon



Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord
out of heaven; and He overthrew those cities, and all the plain
and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon
the ground" (see Gen. xiii. 13; xix. 23-25; Luke xvii. 26-29).

The same God who graciously sends rain even on evil and unjust
men can also rain fire and brimstone and destroy those who continue
in rebellion against Him.

This leads us to ask our readers to notice the teaching of Scripture
in regard to
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PUBLIC AND NATIONAL ENEMIES.

Let us notice the teaching of the thirteenth chapter of the Epistle
to the Romans. A ruler " is the minister of God to thee for good.
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not
the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil" (verse 4).

This verse suggests that the ruler of a nation through his sub
ordinate officers takes note of breakers of the law of the land, and
visits judgment upon them. He feels responsible to protect the
lives and property of his subjects, and he punishes any who set
the laws of the land at defiance. Such are pUblic enemies. The
punishment of public enenies, however, does not hinder love being
shown to them. A burglar is condemned to a period of imprison
ment so that he may be restrained from his evil doings. He is
deprived of liberty for a time. Yet he is treated with a measure
of kindness. Though his lodging is a prison it is healthy and
sanitary. He is provided with food and clothing. It is arranged
that he should have exercise eac}! day in the open air. Work is
given him to occupy his mind. A doctor is provided for him in
case of bodily ailments, and a minister is provided for his spiritual
needs. A Bible is placed in his cell and other books are available.
He is allowed to be visited periodically by a relative and to write
occasional letters. Thus justice is tempered with mercy. Love is
shown to a public enemy, though he is obliged to endure punish_
ment for his breach of law.

But we may have
NATIONAL ENEMIES

as well as public enemies. The ruler of a country is surely respon
sible, as far as he has ability, to protect the lives and property



The Gospel Magazine 151

of his subjects from an invader. To do this he may have to destroy
with weapons of war any who attempt to destroy the lives, property,
and liberties of his subjects. Yet this does not hinder the law of
love to enemies being carried out. Hence if our national enemies
are drowning in the sea our navy makes courageous attempts
to save them. If an enemy pilot lands on our shores the police
or other forces take him prisoner, but love is still manifested.
If he is wounded he is taken to a hospital to receive the attention
of a doctor and a nurse. If he is not wounded, he is interned and
his bodily wants are provided for.

But a burglar's wife and family are not directly punished for
his sin. So far from that, if necessary, poor law relief will be
supplied to them.

In like manner, we do not attack the wives and families of the
invaders of our country. This is what our enemies have been
doing. For example, when the Germans bombed Coventry in
November, 1940, they killed over 250 civilians and injured about
800. They destroyed the Cathedral, four Churches, five cinemas,
two large hotels, 12 public houses, two clubs, a newspaper office,
a public baths, and a library, and seven stores. We do not suggest
that cinemas and public houses are desirable places, but none of
these buildings were military objects. Large numbers of people,
we understand, were rendered homeless. If we resort to reprisals
we shall bomb indiscriminately the men, women, and children,
and the property of our enemies, and there are those who think
we ought to do this, and who think we should thus bring the war
to an end much more speedily. _

If, however, reprisals are contrary to the teaching of Scripture
in reference to love to our enemies, then reprisals are sin, and we
are not at liberty to do evil that good may come. If God were
to give a clear command that men, women, and children were
to be slaughtered it would be our duty to obey, because He is
righteous in all His ways and holy in all His works. No such a
command is, however, given to us, but His word, as we have shown,
teaches us to temper justice with mercy in dealing with public
or national enemies.

Then we need to remember that if once we resort to what are
called reprisals there is no telling what awful and inhuman brutalities
we may be guilty of.
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Reprisals are a failure to combine righteous dealing and love
towards our enemies. Those who resort to them fail to remember
that God says, "Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord
(Rom. xii. 19). Reprisals mean that we fail to trust God to do
His Own righteous work in His Own time and way. Resort to
reprisals is an indication that we are unwilling to wait God's time
to visit vengeance on the ungodly. We may depend upon it
that God will deal with wicked men fully and righteously, and,
it may be marvellously, when the moment comes for Him to strike.

The cruel action of our enemies in bombing men, women, and
children is a Divine judgment upon our God-forgetting nation.
God will deal with our enemies in His Own time. Let us, however,
humble ourselves before Him for our national, ecclesiastical, and
personal sins, and cry unto Him with true penitence of heart
for His delivering mercy.

In conclusion, we would draw our readers' attention to the
inhuman treatment of the Czechs by the Germans in order to
show that reprisals might well lead us to the most revolting cruelties
if we really and fully resort to them.

Dr. Benes has written a book in which he describes the martyrdom
of the Czechs under the heel of the Gestapo. The Nazi aim, he
says, is "the complete, first spiritual, and then physical, exter_
mination of a nation." A Church paper gives the following quota
tion from his book:-

" The most incredible refinements of torture have been employed ;
almost all have had their teeth broken, many have had their faces
mutilated-even their eyes put out. In most cases the medireval
torture was carried out in such a way that their fingers were broken,
their nails were torn off, their hair violently pulled out, or even
sharp objects inserted below their nails."

Reprisals mean that if the Germans treated any of our people
in that way we should treat Germans in like manner. In other
words, whatever cruel inhuman treatment they resort to, we
should resort to it also. However vile and sinful their conduct
is towards any of our people, we should be equally vile and sinful
in our treatment of any of their people who might be in our power.
To do this is plainly contrary to the law of love to our neighbour,
and should be abhorred, so we think, by every spiritually quickened
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and spirit-filled Christian. Rather should our prayer be, From
the experience and practice of Nazi cruelty and vindictiveness,
may the good Lord deliver us.

[This article was written some months ago. Having read it
over again, we see no reason to alter it, though we realize that
good men may differ from us on this point.]

THE EDITOR.

NO SIGN OF NATIONAL REPENTANCE.
THERE was no sign of national repentance and no indication of a
return to the Lord. Although we are now engaged in a life and death
struggle, we have not as yet humbled ourselves before Him. It
is evident that there is a considerable falling away from attendance
on Church ordinances throughout the coUntry. This is partly due
to a widespread indifference to religion and to the absence of sound
Gospel preaching. The basic doctrines of sin, ruin by the fall,
regeneration and redemption through the substitutionary sacrifice of
Jesus, are ignored in many pulpits. The result is that people cease to
hear what can profit their souls. When the Gospel is earnestly and
faithfully proclaimed, it will always attract hearers. We regret to
say that neglect of the means of Grace is spreading throughout the
Highlands, and it is to be feared that public worship and private worship
in the home are ignored and treated with. contempt. God's cause
is not supported by such people and Gospel privileges are despised.
A sad feature is the indifference of many yoUng people to the great
matters of Salvation from sin and its penalty.. The only things of
Consequence to them are, in the language of Scripture, "What shall
we eat, and what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed? "
'1'0 gratify the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of
life is their aim.-The Free Presbyterian Magazi'M.

THE INSCRIPTION ON THE ARMADA MEMORIAL,
ON PLYMOUTH HOE.

" He blew with His winds and they were scattered."

THIS FOUNDATION STONE

of a national memorial was laid in the presence of Naval, Military
and Civil Representatives, by the Right Worshipful the Mayor of the

Borough,
ALDERMAN H. T. WARING, ESQ., J.P.,

Thursday, July 19th, 1888.
Being the 300th Anniversary of the first sighting of the Spanish Armada

from the Plymouth Hoe.
11
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-1Jilgttm l!Japers.
WELLSPRINGS.

" I!ut to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand,
until I make thine enemies thy footstool." _

" Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation? "-HEBREWS i. 13, 14. ::

IN my young days I suppose I recognized scarcely aught of the ministry
of angels, being brought up to avoid every appearance of evil in the
false teaching of Rome, and because Christ was all and in all of our
salvation. And so He is to-day, the same and unchangeable Head of
His' Church and Keeper of His saints. But the older we grow, the
deeper rooting in Christ we experience, and the growing up into Him
in all things, the more we find how He has appointed the sacred office
of the ministry of angels, and how wondrously they are commissioned
with the caring for His saints in all their dangerous wilderness jouro
neyings. -

, Our text beclares this, and let us by the aid of the Holy Spirit's
enlightening and teaching search humbly into the subjeCt, from which
I pray we may draw comfort to our exercised souls in these solemn,
dangerous days, and give' all the glory to Him, Who sends them
forth to minister unto His redeemed children, "heirs of salvation,"

_who are to be "preserved" and "kept" from the beginning unto
the end of their pilgrimage in this waste howling wilderness to
their Home on High. That angels do take a very large place in
the lives of God's people is very evident, when, by looking up Cruden's
Concordance, we find quite 350 references to these angelic creatures,
whilst Michael, the Archangel, is referred to in Daniel, the Acts, and,
Jude. They are created by God for His service. We find them
spoken of as ." the h'ost of heaven worshipping Thee" in Nehemiah
ix. 6. "Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone, Thou hast made heaven, ~he

heaven of heavens with all their host, the earth and all things that
are therein, the seas and all that is therein, and Thou preservest them
all, arid the host of heaven worshippeth Thee," whi<;h the Apostle
Paul in Colossians i. 16 so beautifully enforces. They are there to wor
ship Him, their faithful Creator, and to wait to do His bidding. -We
get a beautiful glimpse of these seraphic creatures, (the highe,st order of
angels) in Isaiah's vision (vi.), where he " saw the Lord sitting upon
a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above
it stood {mark tIle attitude of reverence-and readiness) the seraphims ;
each one 'had six wings; with t'Yaip. he covered his face, and with
twain he covered his fe~t, and with twain 'he did fly." Oh, what- a
glorious vision of true worship and absolute surrender to their great
Creator! They worship Him. They' wait to do His bidding. They
are there to execute His Divine purposes, and the angels of God are
ever swift to fly at His command !!,ud carry out His will. David sang
this of them whilst exhorting his own soul to "Bless the Lord, 0
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my soul. Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that
do His commandments, hearkening unto 'the voice of His word"
(Ps. ciii. 20). They are also at His command in executing His judg
ments. - We have an example of this in 2 Samuel xxiv. 16, "when the
angel stretched out his hand upon Jerusalem, to destroy it, and the
Lord repented Him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed
the people, It is enough, stay now thine hand." Also another notable
example is given us in the account of the destruction of Sennacherib
and his army, over against which the Lord had declared, "I will defend
~his city, to save it, for Mine own sake, and for My servant David's
sake. And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord
went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore
and five thousand; and when they arose early in the morning, behold
they were all dead corpses" (2 Kings xix. 34, 35). I recall a sacred
remark of the late beloved James Ormiston when preaching on that
text, " If one angel at God's command cov.ld slay 185,000 of the boldest
and strongest, what could not' twelve legions of angels' have done 1"
(Matt. xxvi. 53.)

Moreover, these angelic beings are ever in the attitude of worship.
We cannot quote,in full, but the reader will doubtless recall such
references as Job xxxviii. 7; Psalm cxlviii. 2, etc. The immortal
',roplady wrote thus of them :-

" Their worship no interval knows,
Their fervour is still on the wing;

And, while they protect my repose,
They chant to the praise of my King."

: )3ut whilst in this meditation we are dwelling chiefly upon the
office of, the angels as serving the Lord's Church on earth, we cannot
pl,tss over the highest and holiest of their sacred services in' connection
with the,Life of the Son of Man. Ah! He ha~ a, glorious retinue
of l?-nseelf' ap.gelic creatures, waiting upon Him all thro,ugh His earthly
sojourn as the Holy 8,tranger !, They announced ,Hi/:l conpeption and
His birth.. One specially sent of His Father ministered to Him in
the garden ,ag~)IlY and "strengthened_ Him." They were witnesses
of His Ascension" and. will, lj.ccording to Scripture which «annot be
broken, be,a <;loud, of witnesses when He comes again,in,tl).e glory.

We have: ,said ilhey are worshippers, but not to be worshipped. The
Apostle Paul writes thus in Colossians ii. 18: "Let no man beguile

'Y0]l of your reward, in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels."
These angels are also called upon to subject themselves as examples
of meekness and ascribe all Sov.ereign supremacy to their ~aker and
Creator., We saw. them thus when ref~rr,ing to Isaiah's vii?~on, anq. we
have. a like picture,.of them in 2 Peter li. 11 and Jude 9. , /
"Then one, might. ref~r the reader to Genesis xvi. 7, where we read
of the angel sent to comfort Hagar when in tl\e wilderness of, Beerllheba,
she cast her child under one of the shrubs and withdrew herself to
a,good; ~a'y off ~I}.d.is9r~owfully said, ~' le~me n~t see th~ death, of ,tp,e
~hild," and there ~as the aAgel of Go~ to minisper when in hereftremity
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and to supply her needs! There was, "t90, that Heavenly visitant
who appeared to the Lord's dear and greatly tried servant Abraham,
when, with knife in his stretched forth hand, and in humble obedience
of faith that "staggered not at God's command," he was prevented
just in "the last distressing hour" from slaying his son, while his
God displayed" delivering power" (Gen. xxii. 11). There was the
heavenly messenger which was sent to withstand the guilty Balaam
in his sinful errand (Num. xxii. 25).

And who of us but loves to linger over the sweet story of the humble,
meek Gideon, who, whilst claiming to be " least in his father's house,':
was strengthened for the work his God called him to, commanded
to " go in this thy might," and who" perceived that he was an angel
of the Lord" who had called him to his office and whom he had" seen
face to face" (Judges vi.). A heavenly messenger came likewise to
Manoah and his wife (Judges xiii. 10), to David with a heavy message
(1 Chron. xxi. 18), and a host of heavenly visitants to preserve the
prophet Elisha and his young man (2 Kings vi. 16, 17).

Another, with deliverance for the Lord's dear imprisoned servants
the apostles, who were in prison for preaching the Gospel (Acts v. 19).
Later we read of Peter's release in answer to prayer (Acts xii., 23)
and we might multiply instances, but my readers will meditate for
themselves.

Moreover, they are granted great wisdom whereby they fulfil their
Maker's will. "My lord is wise according to the wisdom of an angel
of God to know all things that are in the earth," said the woman of
Tekoah unto King David (2 Sam. xiv. 20). They are powerful and
mighty, "excelling in strength," as the Psalmist said of them (Ps.
ciii. 28). They are declared "holy" by the Lord Himself (Matt.
xxv. 31). They are innumerable (Heb. xii. 22). And as such they
will attend the Lord Jesus Christ at His Second Coming (Matt. xvi.
27, xxv. 31; Mark viii. 38; 2 Thess. i. 7).

And, oh! to think of the condescending grace of the Lord Jesus,
Who has all this glorious retinue of spirits at His command, and in
attendance on His every act, that they should be " sent forth to min
ister" to His Body, the Church' of the Firstborn, whose names are
written in Heaven!

" The hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just.

Protection He affords to all
Who make His Name their trust."

There is often, too, a sacredness about the ministry of angels when
anyone of our beloved friends who has trodden life's pilgrimage with
us in holy, sacredly sweet fellowship is taken from us' by what may
be called sudden or calamitous death. There is a feeling of Ilacred,
soothing value, that, however terrible and sad the circumstances sur
rounding our beloved's earthly end, those Heaven-sent messengers
were there to attend the dying saint, being 80 suddenly removed
from earth and ushered into those eternal regions where all is peace
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and rest. "For He shall give His angels charge concerning thee
to keep thee in all Thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their hands
lest thou dash thy foot against a 'stone " (Ps. xci. 11, 12). "Acting,"
as wrote A. M. Toplady, "as ,the invisible shields on earth and at
last as the chariots and retinue which shall convey thee to Heaven:"
So that whatever the fiery chariot which is to convey the saint of
God to His Heart of Love and Haven of Rest, we know His ministering
spirits are there on their errand to "that heir of salvation." And
the saints' resting places are watched over, since their redeemed dust
is precious in the sight of Him Who redeemed them unto His Father
by His own most precious Blood., As dear "Follower On" once
wrote in one of her sacred little poems:-

"'Watchers and holy-theirs is the keeping,
Theirs is the vigil by night and by day;

Over the ransomed of God who are sleeping
Till the day break and the shades flee away."

And thus, beloved reader, if we have endeavoured, although all
too feebly and faultily to trace the ministry of angels from our earliest
childhood, and continuing with us throughout our lives to the end,
shall we not rejoice in all the care and solicitude bestowed upon
us by the Heavenly Father, and glorify Him Who has set such love
upon us, that we should be the subjects of His unceasing watchful
care? Think of the certainty of our well-being if, and when in this
present day, danger looms so near and imminent, before a bomb can
obtain its objective, our God has sent forth His ministering spirits,
and they are there first,. How often has it been given us to prove
the infinite care of our God in thus far and no farther. It shall 1Wt
come nigh thee. Yes, the angels are there to 9.0 their Maker's behest,
and are obedient servants of the Most High in absolute submission
to His will. With folded wings they wait His command. And when
His word goes forth, they fly very swiftly. Whatever be the means
of gathering Home to their Eternal Rest any of the Lord's dear people,
they will realize, as did Christian and Hopeful, how" the two shining
ones were waiting for them, and salut.ing them with the saying, We
are ministering spirits, sent forth to minister unto those that shall be
heirs of salvation." Those shining ones had much to say about" the
glory of the place" to which they were ushering more saints and
when they were drawing near the gates of the Celestial City, " behold
a company of the heavenly host came out to meet them; to whom
it was said by the other two Shining Ones, These are the men that
have loved our Lord Jesus in the world, and that have left all for His
holy Name, and He hath sent us to fetch them, and we have brought
them thus far on their desired journey, that they may go in and look
their Redeemer in the face with joy. I hear all the heavenly host gave
a great shout, saying, Blessed are they which are called to the marriage
supper of the Lamb" (Rev. xix. 9).

A faith's glimpse within the veil is granted us, as, to something of
the glorious scene there which "eye hath not seen nor ear heard,
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neither hath it entered into the heart of man what God has prepared"
for His redeemed children in Daniel's vision (vii. 9, 10) where he said,
" I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the ancient of days
did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair ·of his head
like the pure wool, his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels
as burning fire. A fiery stream issued, and came forth before him;
thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times
ten thousand stood before Him: the judgment was set, and the books
were opened."

One of those angelic creatures, as we have already quoted, was sent
forth from those heavenly regions to "strengthen" God's dear Son
in His agony in Gethsemane, and it is "this same Jesus," Who in the
glory had the ,supreme right to declare, "I, Jesus, have sent mine
angel to testify unto you these things in the Churches" (Rev. xxii. 16).

" Much .of God's curious workmanship," -wrote the Puritan Thomas
Watson (1.662), "shines in the angels; they are both beautiful and
glorious, and as the strings in a lute make the harmony sweeter, and
the several stars make the firmament brighter, so the society -with
angels will make the delight of heaven the greater, and we shall
not only see the angels with the eyes of our understanding, but converse
with them for ever." The same writer tenderly puts it, "The highest
angels take care of the lowest saints." Whilst the immortal Toplady
alludes touchingly to their ministry when he says, "There is a double
joy in Heaven with elect angels. -They joy at the conversion - of
any elect vessel of mercy, and they joy when a saint is conveyed by
them to their Eternal Home."

John Newton's sweet hymn says :-
.. Incarnate God, the soul that knows

Thy Name's mysterious power,
Shall dwell in undisturbed repose,

Nor fear the trying hour.
Angels, unseen, attend the saints,

And bear them in their arms,
To cheer the spirit when it faints,

And guard the life from harms.
The angel's Lord Himself is nigh

To them that love His Name,
Ready to save them when they cry,

And put their foes to shame.
Crosses and changes are their lot,

Long as they sojourn here;
But since their Saviour changes not,

What have the saints to fear? "

Truly God is still working in these last days for His people. And
many of them can say with adoring, wondering gratitude with Daniel
"My God-hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths that
they have not hurt me" (Dan. vi. 22.) R :

[This article was written -before knowing of a similar article in the
-March issue.-EDIToR.]
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THE OMNISCIENCE OF THE LORD JESUS.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
. AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" NO1/) Jesus knew that they were desirous to a.sk Him."
JOHN xvi. 19 (part of).

I DARE SAY you remember the whole verse, dear friends; it runs thus:
., Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask Him, and said unto
them, Do ye inquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while,
and ye shall not see Me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see
Me ?" These words contain a very remarkable though incidental
proof of the Deity of Christ--" Jesus knew that they were desirous."
In the 139th Psalm, the 2nd verse, we have the knowledge of human
thoughts attributed to Jehovah. Thus the Psalm opens, " 0 Jehovah,
Thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting
and, mine uprising; Thou understandest my thought afar off." .

. ~ow that is just what Jesus did, therefore Jesus must be Jehovah.
.~ Thou, Jehovah, understandest my thought," our text--" Now Jesus
Iplew that they were desirous to ask Him." They had been privately
talking, one with another, over their ignorance of His words. They
did not come to Jesus and lay their ignorance before Him, but He knew
it; being God He was privy to all their thoughts, their difficulties,
their mental distresses. And this is very blessed if we take it in one
way, but very solemn if we take it in another, for it is perfectly true
that Jesus is acquainted with all human thoughts, evil as well as
good, natural as well as spiritual. In the 9th chapter of St. Matthew's
Gospel at the 4th verse we have an instance of His knowledge of evil
thoughts. It says, verse 2, " Behold, they brought to Him a man sick
of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith, said unto
the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee." Pause for a moment. There is no cheer like that which
proceeds from a knowledge of the Divine forgiveness of sins, and so
we delight in this beautiful instance of how Jesus bade one sinner,
a fellow-sinner of ours, "be of good cheer." Yes, it is possible for
poor sinners to become happy as in the case of this dear sinner-" Be
of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee." Now, the third verse,
" And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves," they
did not say it aloud but within themselves, "This man blasphemeth"
-,Verse four, "Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, Wherefore
think ye evil in your hearts?" He does not accuse them of having
spoken a wrong word, but with this Divine knowledge of the wickedness
of their hearts and the evil of their thoughts He challenges them to
the face with all authority, so that it is impossible they should con
tradict Him. There then il;l.a demonstration, my hearers, of the proper
Deity of God's Christ. And in the 6th chapter of Luke, if we may
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refer to another instance, reading from the 5th verse, " He said unto
them, That the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath. And it came
to pass on another Sabbath, that He entered into the synagogue and
taught, and there was a man whose right hand was withered. And
the scribes and Pharisees watched Him, whether He would heal on
the Sabbath day, that they might find an accusation against Him.
But He knew their thoughts, and said to the man which had the withered
hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose, and
stood forth. Then said Jesus "-not unto him but--" unto them,
I will ask you one thing," and at once He proceeds to prove His know
ledge of their thoughts, their evil thoughts, that which was at work
in their minds concerning Himself, and concerning the deeds of His
mercy.

There is a second illustration of how Jesus knew (and still
knows) every thought of the human heart. In His teaching you
must often have observed how on some occasions He fitted His parables
to the thoughts of the hearts of His hearers, though those thoughts
were not expressed. In the closing verses of the 21st chapter of
Matthew you will notice this, and it will serve you in many other
instances if you read your Bibles carefully and thoughtfully and prayer
fully, because you often meet with this word in the four Gospels,
the word" answered.", The 22nd of Matthew opens with these words;
" And Jesus answered "-but no one had spoken. And then if you
look carefully into the context you will find what He said compares
exactly with the condition of things concerning Himself and His
hearers. So in this place, "Jesus answered and spake unto them
again by parables, and said, The kingdom of Heaven is like unto a
certain king, which made a marriage for his son, and sent forth his
servants." Now He was dealing there, by employing a dispensational
and prophetic truth with these unbelieving hearers who had no heart
at.all to recognize in Him their King; but He knew that was the truth
they needed. Jesus ever fitted His words to the necessities of the
case, and so it is written, the tongue of the learned should be His that
He should know how to speak not only to them that were weary but
to them that were out of the way and to the ignorant. His words
were always therefore in season.

Now I say again, the gracious desires and thoughts of His people's
hearts are also open to His eye. In the 65th of Isaiah, the 24th verse,
there is a remarkable Scripture. It is written there, and these things
are written prophetically of Gospel times, "It shall come to pass
that before they call I will answer." I will answer, I will speak,
before they ask; in other words, I will prevent the words of their
lips knowing as I do the desires of their hearts, as our text--" Now
Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask Him," and He answers
not their words but their desires. "It shall come to pass, that before
they call, I will answer: and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.'~

Now we shall turn again to the 9th of Matthew, verse two--the case
~gain of the poor palsied one. "Behold, they brought to Him a



The Gospel Magazine 161

man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith"
-they were believers! Dear friends, this is a little company of
belicvers seeking a blessing at the hands of Jesus, and I want you
to notice that the blessing that was received was first spiritual and
afterwards temporal. "Jesus, seeing their faith, said unto the sick
of the palsy "-" seeing their faith" before they had spoken a word.
You see faith is a thing visible to Jesus before it evidences itself to
us, before it brings forth any outward fruit such as we can take account
of. His eye fastens itself upon that precious grace latent in the hearts
of His disciples. Now this is very blessed for believers who are perhaps
yet young in the Divine way. Some of them seem to think that their
faith is only faith when it is bringing forth something demonstrative
and apparent. Now the Lord looks upon the heart. Remember,
of course, He looks on the outer life, but then, you see, He is not depen
dent upon that sort of evidence. The Lord looks upon the heart, and
then, finding what He Himself has put there-but a grain of mustard
seed faith-He finds great satisfaction, great satisfaction in that dis
covery. And so the first thing Jesus looked upon when this little
company of believers approached Him was their faith. They
approached Him under peculiar difficulties of an outward kind, all
of which were surmounted, for, as I think someone beautifully says,
" Faith, if it cannot get in at a door will climb to the roof, and take
off the tiles." Faith is a wonderful grace and" laughs," as we say,
" at impossibilities, and· says it shall be done." So in this case the
thing which Jesus fixed His eye upon was not the palsy of the poor
sufferer but upon something within. "Seeing their faith Jesus said
unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee." The man had not audibly asked Jesus for the forgiveness of
sins. We do not hear any prayer from his lips at all corresponding
to the cry, for instance, of the broken-hearted publican in the Temple,
" God be merciful to me a sinner," but who doubts that that heart
was occupied, by faith, with Jesus on this very subject of the forgiveness
of sins ~ It is very blessed to believe that, as I do believe it. I
believe the Lord in this instance aI!swered before the poor suppliant
could get his case into words. "Before they call, I will answer,"
and here is an instance in which Jesus gives a blessing without any
audible request having been made to Him. "Be of good cheer"
shows the poor dear man was depressed. "Be of good cheer" implies
he was heavy hearted. He was a weary, heavy-laden sinner, with
guilt upon his conscience which was a burden intolerable. " Oh,
that I knew where I might find Him! that I might come even to
His seat!" We must believe that was the condition of this poor
sufferer at this moment, when Jesus so suitably, so Divinely, so fitly
answered that condition of things-" Be of good cheer, thy sins be
forgiven thee." "Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask
Him"; I say that expresses the case of that man. Jesus knew that
he was desirous to ask Him for the forgiveness of his sins, and therefore
before he called., the Lord spake the word and he was made whole.
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Jes.us still knows the desires of the righteous. You will say, I
am not righteous. Who told you so 1 Where did you learn that
truth 1 It is a great mercy when a sinner is brought to the confession,
Lord, I am vile, and to take his place with Job in the dust, " I have
heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth
Thee. Wherefore I abhor myself." You see flesh and blood do not
reveal these things unto sinners, but our Heavenly Father does, and
if He go the length of teaching any of us that we are sinners of that
type and description, and that in us there is no righteousness, that
we. are false and full of sin, well, then I say Jesus knows us, and He
knows the desires of such exercised hearts. And ·what are their
desires 1 Just those corresponding to the desires implied in the
case of the palsied man, the forgiveness of sins spoken by Jesus Himself.
Every sinner who has been once awakened by the Holy Ghost to a
knowledge of sin will never be put off with any human or priestly
absolution; he will never be put off by any such methods, he must
have his forgiveness certified from the lips of the great High Priest
Himself, to Whom alone it appertains, He being God, to put away
sin. I have no idea, my friends, of an absolution which is not in
itself an atonement. Now I know that only one Lamb has been
slain. I read of only one High Priest Who by His own blood has
entered once for all into the Holiest of all, there to make intercession
for His redeemed and by the Holy Ghost through the Word to com
municate unto those redeemed sinners a knowledge, a certified know
ledge, of their forgiveness on the ground of atonement. Now none,
dear friends, (lan certify to my conscience peace and comfort but the
Blessed One Himself Who made the atonement, and Who teaches
me by the Spirit He loved me and gave Himself for me. No one
can forgive me my sins but ·He Who died for me. It is an ecclesiastical
impertinence for anyone of our fallen race to stand between me, a
needy sinner, and the great High Priest Who, as I have already said,
Himself shed the blood, and that not the blood of others but His
Own blood, that He might purchase me to be His peculiar possession,
and that He might in righteousness blot out as a thick cloud all my
iniquities, transgressions, and sins. Yes,Jesus knows our desires
after Himself. And that desire, .dear friends, one of the earliest
desires the Holy Ghost inplants in the heart of an aroused sinner,
a desire after Jesus, that desire once implanted is ineradicable, none
can pluck it up. It is a desire that must be satisfied, it is, if I may
;;0 say, a spiritually insatiable desire, and it must be satisfied Divinely
because it has been Divinely created, and only a Divine supply can
meet such a Divinely revealed need. Now Jesus knows these desires,
how should He not 1 How should He not know this morning when
He Himself is the Author of them 1 Most workmen, artisans, artists,
are able to certify their own works, and, dear friends, it would be remark
able indeed if the living God were unable to· recognize the work of
His Own Hands. You know what is written, "We are His work
manship,"and I think there is no petitiop more powerful or prevailing
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than that of the Psalmist, " 0 Lord, forsake not the works of Thine
Own Hands." And if it be a day of small things,and you can only
desire Him, well then be thankful that He has gone so far with you
as to implant a desire after Himself, because as surely as He has given
that hunger and thirst after Himself, the living God, He will satisfy
that desire. "Thou satisfiest the desire of every living thing," and
this desire is a living thing which He implants in the heart, and it can
only be satisfied with living Bread, with living Truth.

Our desires to know His will also, these are open to His eye. "If
any man will do His will," He says, " he shall know of the doctrine,"
he shall know the whole Gospel. And you know that is again one
of the earlier marks of the Spirit's work in the sinner's heart-a desire
to know the Lord's will; the first thing-to know the Lord Himself.
I dare say you have observed how in the case of the conversion of
Saul of Tarsus one of the earliest expressions of his experience was,
"Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" What wouldest Thou?
What is Thy will concerning me? One of the earliest indications
of the work of the Spirit in the heart of the sinner, I repeat, is the
desire to know the Lord's will, and there is loyalty in the heart con-.
cerning that desire not only to know it but to honour it. in order to
do it, and in order to be conformed unto it, not to know it for knowledge
only but to be conformed to it. We may be great and distinguished
theologians and divines, but if after all, dear friends, it is not a heart
experience of the true Divinity, if it is not a heart· experience of the
power of the Gospel, such knowledge, though it may be useful within
its own limits, will serve only to puff up its possessor. What we need
therefore is to have this blessed desire planted by the Lord God in
our hearts, firstly, that we may know the Lord, andsecondly,that
we may know His will in order to our doing it. Lord, what wouldst
Thou have me to do? "Now Jesus knew that they were desirous
to ask Him," and this encourages us in prayer. Why should we not
pour out these desires, unless the Lord anticipate and before we call
He answer. But on the other hand, suppose He tarry? Suppose He
do not reveal Himself forthwith, or grant us forthwith a knowledge
of. His will? Is not that an' incentive to our praying, and asking,
and seeking at His Hand a revelation which we stand in need of?
So that the Lord, you see, has various methods of dealing with His
people, and various methods of dealing with each one of His people

.at different times. "Sometimes a light surprises the Christian."
He is reading the Word, he has often read that chapter before,or
that verse previously, but whilst he reads it this time there suddenly
breaks upon the page surprising light from above, and the. marvel
to the reader is that he never saw that truth as he now sees it. Now
there is an instance of 'the Lord's' prevenient teaching. But there
are times, alas, how frequent, when We read, it 'may be; the chapter
or the verse and it remains sealed, it remains but a letter or thought
to which we mentally assent, with which we intellectually agree.
Oh, we say, that is quite true, I know that," I know it byheart;'But,
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dear friends, there is all the difference between the form and the power,
all the difference between letter and spirit, and therefore I say again
it is so important that the desire of our hearts should be not merely
to know the Lord's will but of this character-while I know I also
do, not hearers only but doers also.

And then again the Lord Jesus knows the desires of His people
in regard to all His ways with them in providence. How compler
these ways are! Some of us have lived a good many years now in
the wilderness, and we have seen a great many wonders, providential
wonders, brought to pass in the back parts of the desert. When
we have been, like Moses, alone, we found out that we were not alone,
God was in that place and was able to sanctify the very thorn bushes
growing there, and teach us something out of the briars. And so
I say the Lord often teaches His people still in unlikely places by
mysterious and improbable providences, something unlooked for
quite. Moses was there fulfilling in his own humble way the duties
in life allotted him, watching over a flock of sheep. What a strange
providence to have brought that man into that place, a man who had
been reared in the palace, a highly cultivated man. Here he is now
found in the wilderness, in the back parts of the desert, simply dis
charging the office of a keeper of sheep, but the Lord has His eye
upon His people in all places. Your lot and mine may not be a very
eminent one in life, but if we are the Lord's people we have the con
solation of knowing that wherever our lot may be cast, and whatever
our occupation for the time being may be, the eye of our Heavenly
Father is resting upon us continually for good, and the Lord can
appear for us in providence as He did for Moses, and teach UB wondrous
things which we should never have learnt anywhere else in other cir
cumstances. God, I have often said, makes the circumstances of
His people, and then, having made their circumstances, utilizes them
as agencies and instruments for their instruction. So that it is unwise
for us to quarrel with our lot until the Lord make it plain what He
means by our lot. Our lot may be a hard one, perhaps it will be a
sweet one. Perhaps the Lord is leading us up the hill Difficulty, and
we may be near the top, and He may surprise us and say, Open now
thine eyes and behold the land, all this will I give thee. We do not
know what a day may bring forth, and therefore let us be satisfied,
let us learn the grace of contentment as God's people have been privi
leged to learn that art in all previous ages. And it has to be learnt.
Even the apostle records it of himself, " I have learned, in whatsoeyer
state I am, therewith to be content." "I have learned," and we find,
dear friends, what that must mean when we take into account what
the Apostle Paul was called to pass providentially through, and how
it was not until many years had passed over his head that he came
to the point, "I have learned." He was under teaching when he
prayed three times over to have th/l.t thorn in the flesh removed,
but God was leading him up. If you read carefully through that
12th chapter of 2nd Corinthians you will see that God was intentionally
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and designedly leading up His servant to the discovery of how much
better it is to leave everything in the Lord's Own Hands than to
shape one's own way. And at last he was brought to this: I agree
with my God, His grace is sufficient for me. Now let me glory in
my necessities, for in proportion as I learn my need I have discovered
to me the all-fulness of Christ. Most gladly therefore will I suffer.
It is a great attainment. Now if the Lord, I say again, if the Lord
knows that we have any such desires to be conformed to His will
by even the most painful providences He will gratify those desires.
Is anything too hard for the Lord? Your case may be a very difficult
one, in your own opinion it is a most complex one, and if you get to
the end of your own wisdom now then is it not time that you should
rest satisfied that" He doeth all things well," that He is able to make
all grace abound even in your case, that He is able as well as willing
to cause all things to work together for your good, present and eternal
good?

How sweet it is to believe that Jesus knows all our unspoken
desires.

MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW. M.A .•
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

V.
" According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the

world, that we should he holy and without blame before Him in love."
-EPHESIANS i. 4.

DEEP and copious is the spring from which the blessedness of the
saints flows: grand is the tree which yields this fruit. If the question
be put, why are they inheritors of all spiritual blessings? an inspired
reply is thus given by the apostle: Because God hath chosen them
in Christ before the foundation of the world. Their eternal election
is thus distinctly announced as th~ foundation on which the goodly
.superstructure is reared. Believers are blessed because chosen. They
-are chosen to be blessed. This truth lies at the root of all God's dealings
with His people. Let there be no surprise, then, that it receives a
prominent place in this epistle. Similarly we find that Peter's first
words tell the Church that they are "Elect according to the fore
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto
<obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ." We are,
too, prepared for the bitter hatred of Satan against it, and the violent
rage with which the ungodly in every age have assailed it. But
how can we account for the slowness of believers to receive it-their
"timidity in avowing it-their cowardice in frequently surrendering
it without defence to ignorant gainsayers? It is a fearful thing
'to be ashamed of any truth of God. 0 my soul, do thou give to it,



in thy meditations, this apostolic prominence: conceal not in a
corner what the Spirit places in the first rank of His faithful sayings.

This verse states (1) the doctrine of Election, "He hath chosen
us in Him before the foundation of the world." (2). Its purport,
" that we should be holy, and without blame before Him in love."

(1) The doctrine of Election is among the deep mysteries of our
God: but the enunciation of it is as clear and precise as language
can render it. God hath, from all eternity, before the foundations
of the world were laid, in the counsels of His wisdom and love, selected
out of the mass of mankind, a portion to be unto Himself vessels of
mercy, honour, and glory.

It is impious trifling with the words of God, ·to object that Gospel
election is merely the election of the .Gentiles to privileges hitherto
confined to the Jews. The passage before us contains the refutation;
for here Paul, himself a Jew, speaks of himself as concerned with the
Gentile-saints of Ephesus in God's eternal choice. The choice, therefore,
must be of certain individuals from among the Jews, together with
certain individuals from among the Gentiles, to effectual vocation
and the glories of heaven.

It is likewise a strange folly to maintain that Election is only to
national privileges and external advantages. Is it not on the contrary
written here, and on almost every mention of the truth, that the choice
is unto ,internal, separating, and distinguishing grace? Are all in
Christian lands-are all the members of pure Churches-are all the
partakers of divine Sacraments." holy and without blame before
God in love?" Far from it.. But such is the distinguishing character
ofthe elect. Hence Election is the fote-ordaining of a definite remnant
to De brought through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth unto life eternal. ,

'We are chosen iD! Christ. As Jesus was. chosen of ,the Father to
represent Him unto. His people, and to represent, His people unto Him;
so believers are chosen to be the members of His. body-the Spouse
to whom He is united-to be washed in His blooc;l, clothed in His
righteousness, sanctified by His Spiri.t, conforme<;l. to His, image. Thus
every thought, and every act of redeeming love, from· fi,rst to last,
centres' in Christ. I; ,

(2) The' purport is "that we should be holy, and without blame
before Him in love." Holiness is the nature and essence of God.
Everything which proceeds from Him must be perfect and unblemIshed
holiness. fl'he decree to save is a decree to make an end of all iniquity,
and to beautify with .the robe of-righteousness.. We, have ,the.n an
infallible, test by which we' ma~ make our calling and election sure.
The test is'otir inward. delight in· God's law, and utter ..abhqrrence of
all evil. If We are not assured that the Spirit of love, which is the
fulfilling of the law, reigns in our hearts, we can have no comfortable
evidence that we ;belong to His chosen generation. If we. love Him,
i.t is because·:He first loved us. 1.If we choose Him ~s qll~ ..chief joy,
it is because He first chose us liB His pOJ(tion. Bllt if the,~a.f{ection$
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of our souls do not follow hard after Him in love, we have no cause
to hope that we have part or lot in His eternal choice. It is only
through the links of personal holiness that we can trace our way back
to the first link of Election, and onward to the last link of glory.

Happy are the servants of the Most High God, who realize. that
they are holy and without blame before Him in love! Let them
receive to their comfort the blessed testimony of this verse.

VI.
" Ham1/!} predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Chr·ist

to Himself, accordi1/!} to the good pleasure of His wiU."-EpHESIANS
i. 5.

THERE is admirable symmetry in the structure of Gospel-truth. The
beautiful harmony and connection proclaim the heavenly Artificer.
This is clearly exemplified in the passage now before us. There is
no statement in the sentence disjointed or detached: perfect order
unites the whole. All spiritual blessings are ours, because we are
chosen by God unto holiness, and we are chosen unto holiness because
" we are predestinated unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will."

It is evident that predestination unto sonship secures the inheritance
of all spiritual blessings, and includes election unto holiness, and
blamelessness in love. Here we see the unity of truth throughout
this remarkable announcement.

Let us proceed then to the grand point of the verse, " predestination
unto the adoption of children." Behold our condition when we are
born into this world. We are children of wrath, because in the curse
denounced against disobedience all the family of Adam is involved.
We were in his loins when he sinned, and when the righteous sentence
was passed upon him. Hence we drew our' first breath in the prison
house of Satan, awaiting the execution of the' holy decree against
our imputed sin. And can it be, that we shall be called forth from
our dungeons, and the chains shall be removed from our hands, and
that we shall be' arrayed in royal gar]llents of spotless purity, and be
received as the' sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty ~ Yes,
verily, for it hath pleased God to predestinate us unto this adoption.

Behold again our natural condition. Every trace and feature and
lineament of the Divine image in our souls is utterly defaced. Right
eousness is expelled,and corruption universally prevails. .The inner
man is hatred to God and all His ways; .it is vile- allegiance to Satan
and all his lu'sts. And can it be that this old man shall be crucified,
and that a Divine nature shall be implanted, and that the, likeness of
God shall be restored and conformity to' the image of Christ wrought
in us? Yes, verily, for it hath pleased God to predestinate us unto
this adoption. ' . ,

As the result of this eternal purpose, in due time the life-giving
Spirit' is sent into our hearts,' the heavenly nature is, ,conferred, and
we are adopted. into the family of God. "Because ye are sons, God



hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father." Again," As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God." They are predestinated to be sons, and therefore
the Spirit takes them under His holy guidance.

They, however, must not rejoice in this decree who cannot find
in their souls indubitable proof that they are true children of God.
The proofs cannot be mistaken. One is Faith: "For as many as
receive Jesus, to them gives He power to become the sons of God'
even to them that believe on His Name." Again," We are all,"
that is, we are all manifested to be, "the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus." Another is Prayer: "We have received the Spirit
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." Also love to God,
and devotedness to His glory: "For whom He did foreknow, He
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son." If
these lovely features do not shine forth in our souls, let us refuse
comfort, and rather tremble exceedingly, lest our sad lot should be in
the family of the unbelieving, the prayerless, and the unrighteous.
Let us not turn from the warning of Jesus, " If God were your Father,
ye would love Me: but ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do. He that is of God heareth God's words;
ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God."

But on the contrary, with what unspeakable comfort should they
rejoice, who can realize that "the Spirit beareth witness with their
spirits that they are the children of God." Great is the present privilege
-great beyond conception the future exaltation! "Now are we
the Sons of God." Therefore in all our infirmities and sins we are
pitifully spared. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him." "I will spare them as a man spareth
his own son that serveth him." Therefore all our prayers for grace
and help are answered. "If ye, being evil, know how to give good
gifts unto your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." Therefore, we shall
never want. He is an unnatural parent who provides not for his
offspring. The Lord, who is our ~hepherd, is our Father; need is
far from us. Let us cast away all undue anxieties. Our heavenly
Father knoweth that we have need of all these things. Great, too,
will be the future exaltation. "It doth not yet appear what we
shall be; but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is." Like Him now we are in spirit:
like Him then we shall be in glorified body; meet to sit with Him even
on His throne. "If children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ." May the Lord hasten the day, when He shall
come to be thus glorified in His saints, and shine forth amid adoring
Hallelujahs, as "the firstborn among many brethren!"
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THE approbation of God is infinitely better than the most glorious
name among men, before or after death.-John Flavel.
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"HAVE PITY UPON ME, 0 MY FRIENDS."

169

THERE is a sort of unrelieved pathos about the complaint which Saul
made to the men who were with him, when he said, "There is none of
you that is sorry for me." He was the King of Israel: he bad been
equipped by God in figure as well as capability for the inauguration
of a royal state. He had done great things at home, and had enriched
his subjects by the spoil of their enemies. But now he was maddened
by envy and jealousy, and his hatred (blown up by the enemy of
all righteousness) thirsted for the slaughter of the innocent. Thi'S,
however, bis hands were not able to perform, and, forgetting entirely
his own disobedience and revolt from God, he looked for sympathy
in his frustration. Naturally it was a disappointment that his excellent
son was not to be his heir, but the foolishness of his heart perverted
bis way (as Solomon says) and his heart fretted against the Lord.
He was not like our own Edward Il, who wrote (so it is recorded),
before he was murdered in Berkeley Castle: "Lost is my realm,
uut, Lord, I'll not repine, if after all I win but that of Thine."

It is ordained and left to us by Him Who is our Example, that
we should be sorry for each other in our trials and needs. "His
soul was grieved for the misery of the children of Israel." Christ
wept with Martha and Mary. The prodigal's father had a pity which
was sadly lacking in his brother. The prophet Amos had to tell
many times over of the judgment of God which would be theirs who
had no compassion, who were" not grieved for the affiiction of Joseph,"
or for the poor generally. Isaiah pictured the desolation of Jerusalem
in chapter 51, as being all the greater because there would be no one
to be sorry for her. Isaiah also said that it was in His love and pity
that He " bare them and carried them all the days of old." We have
no idea of what the pity of the Lord is ; it cannot in any way be measured
by our pity for each other. His pity beholds our misery as it really
is; while we naturally, gone away from Him, are in love with many
of our destructions, and are affiicted with the fruit rather than the
root. His pity brought Him down from_the Light down to our darkness,
and such was our unrighteousness that when He looked for pity in
His sorrows (and He had no sin)-we showed Him none. . .. "I
looked for comforters and found none" . .. But He triumphed in
His love; not pitying Himself, but loving His own even to thc
end. He never pitied Himself. He knew that all He went through
was the righteous will of His Father.

He says, " Be ye followers of God as dear children." No providence
of any kind should make a child of God pity himself. All the per
secutions which David endured at the hands of Saul, sent him for
help and mercy to God. His prayer was still, "Save me for Thy
mercies' sake." The labours and affiictions in mind, body, and estate,
of patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, all left them with one persuasion.
"He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according
to all!' iniquities." "As high as the heaven is above the earth, so

12
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great is His mercy toward them that fear Him, and His pity is the
pity of a father. Ignorant, weak, wrong, needing constant instruction
and correction, they are shown the good and the right way, that their
salvation is of the Lord.

And so they are told to have compassion one on another; to bear
one another's burdens, to pray for each other, to forgive, to lend, if
need be, hoping for nothing again. But they have a good hope in
Him, that one day, more than now, they will know what the Lord
Who died for them meant when He said, " The Father Himself lovelh
you."

FOLLOWER-ON.

WORLDLINESS.

THE Committee deplore and condemn the practice of dancing in
connection with Bible Classes, Concerts, and Social Gatherings with
frivolous entertainments in Churches where the Gospel should be
proclaimed and the world kept in its own place. One of God's judg
ments on the world for the neglect of His laws according to the prophet
Ezekiel is war, and while our cause in this war may be just, we have
national and individual sins to confess and be humble for. We need
national repentance and humiliation.

When God's ancient people hearkened unto His commands, He
gave them victory over their enemies and peace. In Leviticus, chapter
26, three conditions are laid down for peace: (1) Reverence for His
name. (2) Observance of the Sabbath. (3) Regard for His Word.
No one can say that these conditions are being fulfilled in our national
life. On the contrary in all parts of the land and in numberless lives
God is forgotten, His Sabbaths profaned, and His Word neglected
and set at nought. Abovc all, His manifestation of love for lost sinners
in Christ Jesus is widely disregarded, and this alone is sufficient t<>
provoke Him to leave us to become the prey of our literal and spiritual
foes. But notwithstanding our transgressions, He is waiting to be
gracious and let each and all pray earnestly for the outpouring of
the spirit of penitence and humiliation so that as a nation we may
turn to the Lord, humbling ourselves before Him and seeking to do
His will. Then we may lo,ok for deliverance and for peace based on
the principles of truth and justice.-The Free Presbyte1'ian Magazine.

I AM sure those who have been brought up to rely on the Sovereignty
of God have a much stronger foundation in these days of crumbling
material foundations than those who have an unstable Arminian
theological background. But we must all get low before God, and
keep there-the only safe place.-The Rev. A. T. Houghton, As~istant

Bishop-designate of Rangoon.
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THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS.

THE death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ are two great
historical facts. The four Gospels, each of which is an independent
document, all record these facts. The teaching of the whole New
Testament is based upon them. They are incorporated in the Creeds
and Confessions of the Christian Church. Apostles and all the members
of the Christian Church, ever since apostolic times, have united in
saying," We believe that Jesus died and rose again." These two articles
of the Christian faith have been borne testimony to by two great
institutions which have existed in the Christian Church since the first
century-the institution of the Lord's Supper and the institution
of the Lord's Day. The Lord's Supper has been observed all through
the Christian era in memory of the Lord's death, and the Lord's Day
has been observed during the same period in memory of His resurrection.

Why do we attach so much importance to our Lord's death? First,
we do so because of the dignity of His person. When the princes of
this world put Him to death, they" crucified the Lord of glory."
They crucified the Son of God. They killed the Prince of life. They
despised, rejected, and slew Him by Whom all things were created.
Here is God manifest in the flesh. He became man as the outcome
of an eternal purpose. He was sent by the Father to be the Saviour
of fallen and sinful men. He did no sin. He was guilty of no crime.
He was the Holy One of God, the only-begotten Son of God, in Whom
the Father was well-pleased. Yet He was betrayed, apprehended,
condemned, spat upon, scourged, and crucified. It seems a marvel that
even fallen men should be so base, so cruel, so wicked as to crucify
Him Who was" God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God."
We need ever to remember that it is the blood of Jesus Christ, Who
is God's eternal Son, which cleanses us from all sin. The blood of
no mere martyr could secure such cleansing.

We attach supreme importance to Christ's death because of the
purpose for which He died. For, be it remembered, that He both
died on purpose and died with a definite object in view. Though
Satan and wicked men were the wicked instruments by which His
death was brought about, His death was nevertheless His own voluntary
act. No man really took His life from Him. He had power to lay it
down, and He had power to take it again. This commandment He
had received from His Father. He voluntarily laid down His life
for the sheep. At the same time, it is true that His Father delivered
Him up to death for all His people. He was delivered to death by
"the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God." The cup of
penal suffering which He drank to the very dregs was put into His
hand by His Father. It pleased the Father to bruise Him. With
the full and free consent of the Son the Father said, " Awake, 0 sword,
against My Shepherd, and against the Man that is My Fellow." Hence
the Father sent the Son" to be the propitiation for our sins." His
death was the outcome of an eternal purpose, and of a Divine arrange-
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ment. God thereby displayed His unfathomable love for sinful men,
and Christ thus manifested His intense love" for the Church, and gave
Himself for it." Do any ask us why we attach so much importance
to His death, we answer we do so because" He bare our sins in His
own body on the tree." He" died for our sins according to the Scrip
tures." Though He was rich, yet He, for our sakes, became poor,
that we through His poverty might be rich. Through our failure to
obey the holy law of God we were under a curse, but He by dying
redeemed us from the curse, being made a curse for us. We were
unjust, but He, the Just One, suffered the penalty which our sins
deserved. We were on the way to the pit of hell, but His atoning
substitutionary death has resulted in our being in the way to the
glories of Heaven. Who can wonder if we glory in the redeeming
blood of the Lamb 1

But we not only believe that Jesus died. We believe also that He
rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. He was delivered
over to death because of our offences, but He was raised again because
of our justification. Our sins, being imputed to Him, were the cause
of His death. Our justification having been secured by Him is the
cause of His resurrection. Having fully exhausted the penalty due
to our sins, death could no longer hold Him. His death, being the
consummation of His obedience-an obedience rendered on behalf
of His people-He had thereby secured their justification. Hence
He must rise. We are treated and regarded as sinners because of
Adam's disobedience, and we are treated and regarded as righteous
because of Christ's obedience unto death. In other words, we are
declared righteous, or we are justified, on the ground that Christ has
obeyed the precepts of the law, and met its penalty in our stead.
He rose again, then, because He had secured the eternal justification
of all His believing people. We rejoice therefore that we have a
living Saviour Who is able to save completely them that come unto
God by Him. He ever lives to make intercession for them, and His
resurrection secures the resurrection to eternal blessedness of all the
members of His mystical Body. _ The Head cannot do without the
members. He is the first-fruits, and all who are His shall have part
in the first resurrection. He will descend from Heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God. Then
the dead in Christ shall rise and living believers shall be changed,
and both shall be caught up to meet Him.

ALL the elect of God are so joined together in Christ, that as they "'-
depend on one Head, so they are, as it were, compacted into one body,
being knit together like its different members; made truly one by
living together under the same Spirit of God in one faith, hope, and
charity, called not only to the same inheritance of eternal life, but to
participation in one God and Christ.-John Calvin.
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TOTAL DEPRAVITY.
THE Bristol Evening Post for Jan. 25th last said, "Writing in the
Diocesan Gazette, the Bishop of Bristol says, ' I have just been reading
a book which has infuriated me. Its theme is the total depravity of
human nature and the entire absence of any goodness in the natural
man. . . . I am quite unrepentant in maintaining that the doctrine
of the total depravity of human nature does little service to the
Christian religion, and is plainly contradicted by facts.' "

The word " depravity" is used to denote the innate moral corrup
tion of man. Total depravity denotes that man in his nature is
totally depraved or totally morally corrupt. There is, therefore, in
his nature an entire absence of that which is good in the sight of God.
This is true of all men without exception. Hence the apostle says,
" There is none righteous, no, not one. . . . There is none that seeketh
after God. They are all gone out of the way . . . there is none that
eloeth gooel, no not one" (Rom. iii. 10-12). Surely if "there is none
that doeth good, no, not one," then there is an entire absence of good
in all men in their natural state.

" The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the
flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8). If they that are in the
flesh cannot please God, then, are we not justified in saying that they
are tmable to do anything pleasing to Him while they are in the flesh,
while they are in their unconverted and unregenerate state 1 Hence
in that condition there is " an entire absence of good in the natural
man."

When God looked at man in Noah's time He found that" every
imagination of the thoughts of His heart was only evil continually"
(Gen. vi. 5). There was an entire absence of good. Jeremiah was
inspired to say, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desper
ately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9). Our Lord describes the heart as a
fountain of all manner of evil things (Matt. xv. 19).

Our Reformers, in conformity as we think, with the teaching of
Scripture, say, "We have no power to_ do good works pleasant and
acceptable to God, without the grace of God by Christ preventing
(going before) us, that we may have that good will, and working with
us, when we have that good will." They say that works done before
men are justified" are not pleasant to God, forasmuch as they spring
not of faith in Jesus Christ.... Yea, rather, for that that they are
not done as God hath willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt
not but they have the nature of sin." (See Articles X and XIII of the
Thirty-nine Articles.)

If works done before a man is justified by faith have the nature
of sin, then they are not good, and hence there is " an entire absence
of any goodness" in them in the sight of God. They may be pleasing
to men and good in the sight of men, but they are not good, we
submit, in the sight of God. "Man looketh on the outward appear
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart" (1 Sarn. xvi. 7).
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THE POWER OF JEHOVAH.

WE read the history of Israel of old, and we are interested by it;
but as we travel through that region of miraculous interposition on
the part of God, do we not sometimes feel, that all that is there recorded
of the power of the Lord belongs exclusively to another dispensation,
another people? Dear brethren, although the outward manifestation
of the power of the Lord has been altered, yet His power is just as
great, and it is just as much in exercise at the present time, as it was
in the days of Israel of old. It is true, we do not see the sea divided,
and a pathway made, over which a large army may pass dryshod.
It is true we do not see the rock opened, and the waters gushing forth
as a river. As we rise in the morning we do not see the manna lying
upon the ground; we do not expect to see it, and we do not want
to see it. But we believe that the same hand which opened that
sea, which smote that rock, which caused the bread from heaven
to descend as dew upon the earth; that same hand is at work, and
is as constantly and as powerfully in exercise, in the present day,
as it was in Israel's time. The world is the same, Satan is the same.
There is, at this moment, as much of human and of Satanic opposition
to the Lord's cause, as in Pharaoh's time.-W. H. Krause.

A GODLY GENERAL.

THE Times' correspondent in Malta, writing on Wednesday, Jan. 22nd,
says that Lieutenant-General Dobbie, acting Governor of Malta,
to-day replied as follows to Mr. Churchill's message of Tuesday,
congratulating the people of Malta on their heroic defence: "Your
telegram is greatly appreciated by the garrison and the people of
Malta. By God's help Malta will not weaken. We are glad to con
tribute to a victory which we know is sure and certain."

It is well known that Lieutenant-General Dobbie is a Christian
man, and it is refreshing to see in- his reply to Mr. Churchill the words,
" By God's help Malta will not weaken."

In this terrible war we long to see greater manifestations of con
fidence in God, if victory is to be ours. "Except the Lord keep the
city, the watchman waketh but in vain" (Ps. cxvii. 1). "The horse
is prepared against the day of battle; but victory is of the Lord"
(Prov. xxi. 31).

WHAT have we to boast of? What have we that we have not received?
Freely by grace we are saved. When I die I shall then have my greatest
grief and my greatest joy-my greatest grief that I have done so little
for Jesus, and my greatest joy that Jesus has done so much for me.
Grimshaw, of Haworth.



The Gospel Magazine

~Ut lPoung folks' page.
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READING an old book (Middleton's Evangelical Biography) lent to
me by a kind friend, I came across this story of 1662 which I thought
would please my readers. I shall call the heroine Mary, for all that
is told of her name is that she became Mrs. Tooly.

Mary, then, a high-spirited headstrong child, was brought up in
the house of her rich grandfather, Sir Richard Cradock, J.P. He was
very fond of the little girl, but gave way to her wishcs in everything,
so that she grew up thoroughly spoilt. One day, when she was six
or seven, she ran into the great hall of the house, where an elderly
clergyman, with two or three other men, was seated, evidently,
waiting for Sir Richard. Mary was at once attracted by the look
of old Mr. Rogers, and he, being fond of children, the two soon came
to an understanding, and the little girl was chattering to him, when
a servant came. out, saying that Mr. Rogers and his friends could
go then, but must return on a day that he named. (The fact was
that Sir Richard was persecuting the good old clergyman for his
Puritan convictions, and meant to imprison him; but on that occasion
a witness had failed to arrive, and so his designs were ba.lked.)

The day arrived, :Mr. Rogers was brought before Sir Richard, who
decided to send him at once to prison. Whilst he filled in' the forms
ll€cessary, he sent Mr. Rogers to wait in the hall; and there again
Mary found him. Now the good man had not forgotten the friendly
ld,tle girl, and had put some sweets in his pocket in case he should
see her. Mary and the sweets were soon introduced, and the child
sat happily on his knee whilst she munched. Looking up into his
face, she asked why he was waiting there. "Your grandfather is
going to send me to prison, my dear," said Mr. Rogers. "To prison! "
said Mary. "Why! what have you done?" "Only preached at
a certain place," he replied. "My grandfather shan't send you to
prison," said Mary firmly. "But he is just writing out the forms
now," said Mr. Rogers. Mary slipped to the ground, and ran off
to her grandfather's room, where she banged and kicked at the door
till it was opened. "What are you going to do with my good old
gentleman in the hall? " she demanded. "That's nothing to you,"
said Sir Richard; "get on with your own affairs." "But I won't! "
said Mary. "If you send him to prison, I'll go and drown myself
in the pond as soon as he is gone! Yes, I will! "

Mary was such a wilful little person, and had shown such detcl'
rnination in previous scenes, that her grandfather was frightened
at her threat, and gave in at once! Taking the legal form in his hand,
he went out to Mr. Rogers, and announced that at his grandchild's
request, he would drop the prosecution, and set him free.

Mary, you may be sure, had followed Sir Richard to the ha]]; and
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now the good minister, having thanked Sir Richard, came to the little
girl, and laid his hand on her head. "God bless you, my child! "
said he; "may the blessing of that God, Whose cause you now did
plead, though as yet you know Him not, be upon you in life, at death,
and in eternity."

Time passed on; and at Sir Richard's death, :Mary, still quite
young, found herself a rich woman, owner of all his estate. With
nobody to control her, she phmged into all the gaieties of fashionable
life. But going in for everything with her usual energy, she soon
exhausted all the novelties of her position, and before long even
pleasures palled. She beca,me bored with the same round of festivities
so often repeated; her sense of dissatisfaction grew, and she could
not rest. On the plea of a slight illness she went to Bath for a change,
and there she consulted a doctor. When he began to question her,
she said, " There's nothing much wrong with my body; it is my uneasy
mind that I can't get rid of !" "Indeed!" said the doctor, "that
was the case with me, until I came across a book that cured me."
" Books! " said lVIary, "I read all the plays and romances I can get
hold of, but they are not the least use." "This book is unlike any
other," replied the medical man; "as soon as I have read it once,
I begin again, and always find something new." "Why, doctor,
what book can this be ~" "Ah, that is a secret I don't tell to every
one! But if I brought you such a book would you promise to read
it carefully ~ and to read it again if you did not see much in it the
first time ~" Mary promised readily; but this artful doctor continued
to raise her curiosity by visiting her two or three times without bringing
the book. Then at last he drew from his pocket a New Testament,
and presented it to her. lVlary scoffed, saying she could have got
that at any time. "Remember your promise!" said the doctor.
" Well," said she, " though I never read it before I will give it a reading
now."

Beginning to read, Mary was soon deeply concerned, and her rest
lessness increased so much that she did not know what to do with
herself. Back she went to London, and getting a friend as companion,
again tried to divert herself. Nothing availed. At last, one Saturday
night she dreamed of going to a Church, where she heard a sermon
on these words: "Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul; for the Lord
hath dealt bountifully with thee." The minister's face and the look
of the Church were vividly impressed on her mind; of the sermon
she remembered nothing but the text. She told the dream on Sunday
morning to her companion, and after breakfast insisted that they should
go out to find the place, it she had to go from one end of London to
the other!

They set out, and passed Church after Church in vain. About
1 o'clock they were in the heart of the city; and going into an eating
house they had a meal. Then on again! It was about half-past
two that Mary and her friend, mingling with a crowd of people, were
borne along to the door of a Church in Old Jewry. lVIary looked
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eagerly round: "This is the place! " she said. She stood looking
intently until the minister entered the pulpit. "It is the very man! "
she said to her companion, "and now see if he doesn't choose my
text." All through the prayer she was deeply attentive, every word
going to her heart. Then the minister gave out the very words she
expected! And dming that sermon (as the writer says) "God met
with her soul in a saving way; and she at last obtained, what she
so long sought for in vain elsewhcre, rest to her soul in Him Who is
the life and bappiness of them that believe."

Tbus was the old man's prayer for Mary fulfilled.
DAMARIS.

PROVIDENCE AND THE GOOD OF GOD'S CHOSEN.

IT is undeniably evident that there are marvellous coincidences of
Providence, confederating and agreeing, as it were, to meet and unite
themselves to bring about the good of God's chosen. . .. He that
heedfully reads the history of Joseph's advancement to be the Lord of
Egypt, may number in that story twelve remarkable acts or steps
of Providence by which he ascended to that bonour and authority.
If but one of them bad failed, in all likelihood the event had done
so too.

But everyone fell in its order, exactly keeping its own time and
place. So in tbe Chmch's deliverance from the plot of Hassan, we
find no less than seven acts of Providence concmring strangely to
produce it, as if they had all met by appointment and consent to
break that snare for them: one thing so aptly suiting with and making
way for another that every beedful observer must needs conclude,
this cannot be the effect of casualty, but wise counsel.-John Flavel.
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In ftlrmortam.

THE LATE MISS AMY SOPER, OF PENZANCE.

To the. Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
~IY DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,

Intimation, through the kindness of Mr. D. T. Appleby (whose
name is familiar to us as sacredly associated with his godly father
and mother of West Mersea, Essex, and known to the late beloved
Rev. D. L. Jobnson and Mrs. Johnson of Peldon-see GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
June 1936 and May 1938), brings me the sacred tidings of the Home-call
of another dear friend in Christ. Miss Amy Soper lived alone in her
little cottage at Heanor, just outside Penzance, ever since the death
of her beloved sister Bessie, and has passed away suddenly and
unexpectedly. Mr. Appleby go~s on to tell, " The funeral is to-morrow
(Feb. 6th) at Gulval, where her sister was buried. She was at our
little assembly at the Lord's Table on the Lord's Day previous to
her Home-call, and we shall miss her presence with us very much.
In spite of her advanced age, or bad weather, she was very seldom
absent. She loved to remember her Lord, in Whose Presence she
now is for ever. The last time I saw her, she told me she had received
your letter and gave us your message, for which I thank you. You
also are not forgotten by us, and it is good to know that we shall
all meet with the Lord and be with Him for ever.

Yours very sincerely,
D. T. ApPLEBY. '

I heard as usual from dear Miss A. Soper at Christmas, and although
we did not sustain a frequent correspondence (perhaps not more
than twice a year), yet we were always conscious of that spiritual
touch and interest sustained through the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to which
she and her family had subscribed for long years.

It was many years ago when the two dear sisters, the 1\1isse Bessie
and Amy Soper sat behind me at the then Clifton Conference, and
they thus introduced themselves after the morning sitting. From
that time, we enjoyed sweet and hallowed fellowship in the Lord
as they moved about from place to place. They originally lived in
their parents' time at Plymouth, and finally settled in their dear little
"Virginia Cottage" in the hamlet of Heanor, outside Penzance.

Miss Amy outlived her sister by some years, but never wrote a
letter without some tender, loving reference to the dear companion
of her life. Now both are reunited, never again to be parted.

Such was Miss Amy's love for the Truth, the distinctive doctrines
of grace, that she could not (although brought up in the Church of
England) attach herself to any denomination other than that upholding
the Truth as it is in Jesus. And thus she joined fellowship with a
tiny cause in her neighbourhood, where a precious Christ as the All
and in All of His people's Salvat.ion waR exalted in the hea,rts of preacher
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and people. It is sweet now to think of her as having been among
them up to her last earthly Sabbath.

Her last letter is now doubly prized, as indeed we ever do cherish
the last words we have had from any dear one who has gone from
us. Her affectionate and spiritual words were as follows:-

" I have thought of you very often and have intended to write.
Last May I was expecting to go into rooms again, when I should have
sent you my new address, but the gentleman occupying them decided
to stay another year. I was a little disappointed at the time, as they
are most suitable as far as I could tell, and so I have decided to stay
on here and may go there this spring, not having found anyone I
should care to have to live with me.

"How I did sympathize with you on reading the October G.M. It
has been for very many months my constant, nightly prayer that,
He will cover me with His feathers, and that under His wings I may
truly trust, and He has been so good to me and given me such restful
nights.

"We get a good many warnings here, but nothing like you went
through. . .. I do trust you are not feeling any ill effects, and have
had nothing so bad again. . .. I do trust you will have a very Happy
Christmas. We ean truly say, Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable
gift. I do not know how people live without Him these days, and
am so thankful my darling is safe Home, even though she has left
me all alone. All well in January I shall be 80, but my God has been
so wonderfully good in strengthening and upholding me. I like to
think that you still remember me in your prayers. With very much
love. Yours affectionately, AMY SOPER."

And thus, dear Mr. Houghton, it is our Spirit-indited privilege to
write once more, " Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord," and to
rejoice that one more weary one is in Eternal Rest, and "with Christ,
which is far better."

Moreover, since all the ways of our God are perfect, we see much
mercy in the sudden call of our dear friend, and that no lingering
illness and its accompanying difficulties was her lot, but just absent
f1'Om the body, and present with the Lord.

.. Hear what the Voice from heaven proclaims,
For all the pious dead ;

Sweet is the savour of their names,
And soft their sleeping bed.

They die in .Jesus, Rnd are blessed;
How kind their slumbers are!

From sufferings and from sins released,
And freed from every snare."

(lsaac Watts.)

Believe me, Dear Mr. Houghton,
Yours in the Blessed Hope,

RUTH COWELL.
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t!JrOUfJtant 113eaton.

A SIXTEENTH· CENTURY POPE AND

QUEEN ELIZABETH.

" Then in 1570 the Pope (Pius V) struck a blow at Queen Elizabeth
by excommunicating her, and deposing her from her throne. These
are some of the words of the Bill: 'Supported, therefore, by His
authority whose pleasure it was to place us, although unequal to so
great a burden, on this supreme throne of justice; we do, out of the
fulness of our Apostolic power, declare the aforesaid Elizabeth, being
a heretic, and a favourer of heretics, and her adherents in the realms
aforesaid, to have incurred the sentence of Anathema, and to be cut
off from the unity of the Body of Christ; and, moreover, we do
declare her to be deprived of her pretended title to the kingdom . . .
and we do command all and every the noblemen, subjects, people, and
others aforesaid, that they presume not to obey her, or her monitions,
mandates, and laws, and those who shall do the contrary, we do involve
in the same sentence of Anathema.'

"One John Felton was caught in the act of affixinu this bill on the
gate of the Palace of the Bishop of London. He was hanged as a
traitor; but Pope Leo XIII selected the Jubilee Year of Queen
Victoria to beatify this man branded as a traitor, a a martyr of
the Roman Church."-Tlte Ohurchman, Jan.-Mar. 194,1, p. 39.

The above is an illustration of what popery was, and of what popery
is. We do well to remember its true character. Thank God, our
Reformers said, "The Bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in this
realm of England" (Article xxxvii). We do not admit that he sits
on a " supreme throne of justice." We do not believe he has" apostolic
power." We reject his claim to " cut off from the unity of the Body
of Christ" any Protestant believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. Rather
we rejoice in the assurance of the great Shepherd of the sheep that
His people shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of His hand. Moreover, we say that for any Pope to command the
subjects of an English monarch not to obey her mandates and laws
is to go directly contrary to the epistle written to all the Christians
in Rome in apostolic times.

That epistle said" Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.
For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained
of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power resisteth the
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves
damnation" (Romans xiii. 1, 2). Yet Pope Pius V pronounced a
sentence of anathema on those who should obey their lawful sovereign.
How then can Protestants in these days join forces with those who
are adherents of the Pope 1
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THE WORD OF THE CROSS. By William Childs Robinson, M.A.,
D.D. Pp. 168. Price 3s., by Post 3s. 4d. (The Sovereign
Grace Union, St. Paul's Chambers, 19, Ludgate Hill, London,
E.C.4. Also Zondervan Publishing House, 813-15 Franklin
Street, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.)

Dr. Childs Robinson, the author of this work, is Professor of Historical
Theology at Columbia Theological Seminary, U.S.A. The contents
of the book consists of six lectures delivered in the Free Church College,
Edinburgh, towards the close of the Winter Session 1937-38. The
titles of the lectures are" The Centrality of the Cross," " The Enigma
of Calvary," "Reconciled by His Death," "The Sole Foundation
for a Just Forgiveness," " A Meditation of Love," and" The Lamb
of God."

Dr. John Macleod, Principal of the Free Church College, in an
Introduction says of the lectures, " Their writer strikes a clear Gospel
note in his well-balanced statement of that teaching which is the
heart's core of the good news from God."

We have read through these lectures with much pleasure and thank
fulness. The author quotes very largely from English and Foreign
writers on the subject on which he treats. For ordina,ry readers,
perhaps, the quotations may be regarded as unnecessarily numerous.
The Lectures, however, were evidently delivered to candidates for
the ministry, and the many testimonies, from all quarters, to the
great truth of the Atonement would have the effect of convincing
the hearers of the lectures that men of learning in different parts of
the world either believe the old doctrine of the Atonement or fully
acknowledge that it is the doctrine of Scripture. .

Many things impressed us as we read this ably-written volume. On
p. 3 there is a quotation saying that" for more than a hundred years
the Church has been engaged in the solemn business of forgetting its
Gospel, of adulterating it with the wjsdom of the world, and of blurring
with ambiguity its unique testimony." There can be no doubt that
even in professed Evangelical circles much of the preaching is destitute
of what is essentially the Gospel. Large numbers of preachers fail
to know nothing among men save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
There is grave need for a return to the position expressed by the apostle
when he said, "Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching
every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect
in Christ Jesus" (Col. i. 28). Convinced sinners are hungry to know
how they can be saved, and often they have to travel far ere they
hear the good news which is as " cold water to a thirsty soul." After
all, the true antidote for all the ills of life is the Gospel of the grace
of God.

"My son, whilst others make a parade of learning, and boast of
their knowledge of German literature, be it your praise that in Scriptural
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language, and with simplicity and power, you preach Christ and
Him crucified, as the world's last and only hope" (p. 23).

The penal element in the At<lnement is strongly emphasized through
out this volume.

"Paul presents Christ as our legal Substitute, Who satisfied the
precepts of the law by His obedience and endured its penalty in His
death" (p. 27).

"The Reformers agree in accepting the penal view of the Cross
as being the sole and sufficient cause of reconciliation between God
and man" (p. 21).

Liberal Evangelicals reject the penal view of the Cross, and yet
retain the name "Evangelical." On p. 42 we read, "On a fully sub
stitutionary Atonement Wesley was as clear as Toplady." Should
it not be added, however, that Toplady's teaching on substitution
implied the certain salvation of all the elect, whereas Wesley's teaching
implied that in spite of Christ bearing, as the Substitute, the penalty
of the sins of others, millions would be lost and have to bear the
penalty themselves.

Toplady wrote :-
" And will the righteous judge of men

Condemn me for that debt of sin,
Which, Lord, was charged on Thee? "

And again:-
.. Payment God cannot twice demand,

First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."

On p. 123 we read: "God must punish sin; but in immeasurable
love He visited this judicial infliction not upon those who themselves
deserved it, but Himself endured the penalty."

In full harmony with Toplady our author says: "According to
the counsel of His Own will, God has willed to make the love of Christ
efficacious in saving many. . .. What God hath redeemed, God is
going to have" (pp. 130, 131).

In view of present-day teaching abojlt the amelioration of the masses,
Dr. Childs Robinson says, "The preaching of the Cross will do more
to establish the kingdom of God among men than all the social panaceas
and all the international programmes ever proposed" (p. 140).

On p. 78 we read, " In behalf of Christ, we invite sinners to enter
upon the new footing of peace which His substitutionary cross hath
wrought. As though God did beseech you through us, we pray you
in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God (2 Cor. v. 20), and enter
upon the peace purchased at such tremendous cost." This passage
is frequently quoted as though it were addressed to dead sinners.
We are glad, however, to notice that Calvin says, "It is to be ob
served that Paul is here addressing himself to believers. He declares
that he brings to them every day this embassy." In other words
believers need to grasp afresh every day the great blessing of pardon
and reconciliation through the death of their holy substitute. In
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reference to the exhortation to believers, "let us put on the armour
of light," Moule says, " Observe how the re-animation of the life of
grace is here as often elsewhere (cf. Ephes. vi. 11; 1 Pet. iv. 1; and
perhaps 2 Cor. v. 20) spoken of as if it were the beginning of it. The
persons here addressed had already (on the apostle's hypothesis)
truly 'believed' and were walking 'after the Spirit.''' This did
not prevent Paul from exhorting them to "put on the armour of
light" afresh.

Again Moule in reference to the exhortation, " Put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ" (see Rom. xiii. 12, 13), says, "Observe how the new
effort of the life of grace is spoken of as if it were its beginning" (Cam
bridge Bible for Schools, Romans, p. 221).

Altogether we warmly commend this volume on "The Word of
the Cross."

The atoning death of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which He secured
for all His people their eternal justification and glorification, should
ever be the great theme on which His Messengers should dwell.

BRITAIN, THE POPE AND THE WAR. AN OPEN LETTER TO THE PRIME
MINISTER. By J. A. Kensit. Pp. 8. Price 2d. Post free 3d.
(Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)

This very excellent pamphlet treats of (1) Roman Catholic influence
in the Foreign Office. (2) The use of Irish ports. (3) Diplomatic
Relations with the Vatican. (4) General alliance between the Vatican
and our Enemies. On all these points Mr. Kensit writes ably and
to the point. His Open Letter is worthy of wide circulation. On
p. 3 he says, " Wm. Joyce (Lord Haw-Haw) was educated by the Jesuits
in Irela.nd." Our readers need specially to note this statement.

PROTESTANTISM AND BRITAIN'S PROSPERITY. By the late Rev.
George Croly. Pp. 8. Price 2d:; Is. a dozen; 7s. 6d. per
100, post paid. (The Sovereign Grace Advel't Testimony, 9,
Milnthorpe Road, Chiswick, London, W.4.)

Under .the title "Protestantism: The Polar Star of England"
we printed this pamphlet in our February number. It is now issued
in pamphlet form under the t:tle "Protestantism and Britain's
Prosperity." We hope all our readers will order and circulate copies.
There is great need'\for a revival of true Protestantism. In the Church
of England and in the Free Churches the old antagonism to popery
is dying out. Without being harsh or unkind all who value the great
principles of the Reformation need to realize that Romanism is an
apostasy from Bible truth, especially from the great truth of salvation
by grace and justification by faith only in the blood and righteousness
of our Lord Jesus Christ.



Article xix says, "The Church of Rome hath erred, not only in
their living and manner of ceremonies, but also in matters of faith."
Article xxii says, " The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory, pardons,

'. worshipping and adoration, as well of images as of reliques, and also
invocation of saints, is a fond thing vainly invented, and grounded
upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather repugnant to the Word of
God." Article xxviii condemns the Romish doctrine of Transub
stantiation. Article xxxi condemns the sacrifices of Masses, and
describes them as "blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits."
Article xxxvii says, "The Bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in
this realm of England."

We are glad that this pamphlet has been reissued and hope it will
be widely circulated.
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A SIXTEENTH-CENTURY PRAYER.

GRANT, Almighty God, that as Thou triest us in the warfare of the
cross, and arousest most powerful enemies, whose barbarity might
justly terrify and dishearten us, were we not depending on Thine aid,
o grant, that we may call to mind how wonderfully Thou didst in
former times deliver Thy chosen people, and how seasonably Thou
didst bring them help, when they were oppressed and entirely over
whelmed, so that we may learn at this day to flee to Thy protection,
and not doubt, but that when Thou becomest propitious to us, there
is in Thee sufficient power to preserve us, and to lay prostrate our
enemies, how much soever they may now exult and think to triumph
above the heavens, so that they may at length know by experience
that they are earthly and frail creatures, whose life and condition
is like the mist which soon vanishes; and may we learn to aspire
after that blessed eternity, which is laid up for us in heaven by Christ
our Lord. Amen.-(Calvin's Commentary 0'//, Zephaniah ii. 15.)

THE CERTAIN SALVATION OF THE GIVEN ONES.

THE Lord Jesus did not die merely to make salvation possible for
sinners if they would but truly repent, and trust in Him, and persevere
in faithfulness to the end of life. He died, not to make salvation
possible, but to make it certain, for all that the Father gave Him.
His death ensures that all such shall receive grace to repent and believe,
and persevere to the end. Covenant engagements include the gift
of everything necessary for full, final, and complete salvation; and
place all the power in the hands of the Lord Jesus, for carrying out
these engagements, according to His Own words: "Thou hast
given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to
as many as Thou hast given Him."-(Counsels and Thoughts, etc., by
Thomas Moor, pp. 1 and 2.)


