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It COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAInt YOUR GOD;"

H ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PZAC'JE/'

11 JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AND Foa EVER."

New Series.
No. 958. } APRIL, 1948. { No. 2158.

Old Seriea.

~I)e jfamtlp tL'0rtion:
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

" SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS"

« re worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for

salvation is of the ]ews."-JOHN iv. 22.

THESE words were spoken by our Lord to the woman of Samaria.
She had raised the question as to the right place of worship. "Our
fathers," she said, "worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that
in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." Our Lord
told her that the hour was coming when there would be no stated
place where God would be worshipped. There would no longer be
an earthly material temple, no longer an Aaronic priesthood, no
longer the sacrifices of bulls and of goats. The whole arrangement
of worship as set forth in the ceremonial .law, though divinely
ordained, would be divinely abolished. Christ would take away the
first and establish the second (Heb. x. 9). His priesthood would
abolish the Aaronic priesthood, and His one sacrifice would abolish
the daily and yearly sacrifices. Then the true worshippers would
worship the Father in spirit and in truth. They would no longer
depend on the Levitical priesthood and on special priestly garments.
They would no longer have a magnificent temple with altars,
incense, ark and mercy seat, but they would worship the true and
invisible God, resting by faith on the once-for-all-offered sacrifice of
Christ, and experience divine and permanent mercy and forgiveness
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by virtue of Christ's blood once~for-all offered. There would no
longer be a building called the House of God, or the Temple, in
which God's presence was specially manifested. It would then be
seen to be true that

"Thou within no walls confined;
Inhabitest the humble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where they come,
And going take Thee to their home."

God said to Moses, "Make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell
among them" (Exodus xxv. 8). The tabernacle was in a sense
God's dwelling place. The temple, when erected, was God's
dwelling place. Now, however, no material building can rightly be
called the house or dwelling-place of God. It is absolutely un
scriptural to call a place (whether church or chapel) where
Christians meet, the house of God or His sanctuary. The throne
of grace to which believers approach is in heaven, not here. His
temple now is His people. "Ye are the temple of the living God;
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them: and I
will be their God, and they shall be My people" (H. Cor. vi. 16).

The Lord, having told the woman that the hour was coming
when the Father would be worshipped, not in any particular place,
but anywhere, went on to say, "Ye worship ye know not what."
This seems to mean, Ye worship without full knowledge of the
Person Who should be worshipped, and in much ignorance about
worship itself. "We know what we worship: for salvation is of
the Jews." "We (Jews) know what we worship." All truth about
true worship has been revealed to the Jewish nation. It is made
known to the Jews in the scriptures. Salvation is of the Jews. All
truth about salvation is revealed to them. All truth as to how a
sinner is saved, as to how he may approach God in worship, and
how he may obtain all the blessings of salvation, is of the Jews. It
is revealed to them, for salvation is of the Jews. It is specially of
this declaration that we wish to write. "Salvation is of the Jews."

1. First, let us notice that all truth about salvation is of the Jews.

The salvation referred to is, no doubt, salvation from sin and its
penalty. All truth concerning this salvation is of the Jews. It is
revealed in the Jewish scriptures. In no other writings is it to be
found. They alone "are able to make men wise unto salvation
through faith, which is in Christ Jesus" (H. Timothy iii. 15). These
scriptures were given by inspiration of God and the men who "'TOte
them were" holy men of God who spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost" (H. Peter i. 20, 21). The New Testament, as well as
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the Old, is of Jewish origin, and its books are full of teaching about
eternal salvation. The Lord chose the Jewish nation to be a special
people unto Himself. He loved them, and made them the channel
of spiritual blessing to the world at large. The mercies which they
experienced at the hand of God were not because of their righteous
ness. They were really a stiffnecked people. They frequently
provoked the LOI:d to wrath by their sins. Moses felt impelled to
say, "Ye have been rebellious against the Lord from the day that I
knew you." (See Deuteronomy vii. 6-18; ix. 4-7,24). Thus in the
exercise of His sovereignty and to manifest His grace, He selected
that people to be the channel of. all revealed truth concerning the
eternal salvation of a great number which no man could number.
"What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of
circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them
were committed the oracles of God" (Rom. iii. 1, 2).

2. Secondly, it is evidernt that all truth about man's need of
salvation is of the Jews.

The inspired scriptures record man's fall and the penalty of death
which follows. They teach that all, without exception, have sinned
and that therefore all are exposed to, and in danger of, eternal
death. All men therefore need the salvation of God. High and
low, rich and poor alike need salvation from sin and its penalty.
It is only those who are made to feel their need of this great blessing
who will cry out, " What must I do to be saved? "

3. Thirdly, all truth about the God of salvation is of the Jews.

The scriptures, which were divinely committed to the Jews, alone
tell us of the divine source of salvation. They tell us that "the
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world" (I. John iv.
14). The saved are ultimately to be "a great multitude which no
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues." They will unite in saying with a loud voice, "Salvation
to our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb"
(Rev. vii. 9, 10). The same scriptures tell us that the Son" came
into the world to save sinners" (I. Timothy i 15). They also tell
us that 'all who are saved are born again by the third Person in the
Trinity. Thus those who are eventually saved are" elect according
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of
~he Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ" (I. Peter i. 2). The three Persons of the Trinity are thus
concerned and active in bringing about the salvation of sinners.
Therefore, dear Christian readers, "We are bound to give thanks
alway to God for you brethren beloved of the Lord, because God
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hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctifica
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth; whereunto He called you
by our Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ" (H. Thessalonians ii. 13, 14). Writing to believers, the
Apostle Paul says God" spared not His Own Son, but delivered Him
up for us all " (Romans viii. 32). The Son Himself says, " He came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a
ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 28). The Holy Ghost is the divine
Agent Who brings about the new birth, without which none can
enter God's kingdom. In other words, He quickens the sinner who
is dead in trespasses and sins, convicts him of sin, and leads him to
exercise that faith in Christ's merits by which he comes into the
enjoyment of that great salvation to which the Jewish scriptures
bear testimony.

4. Fourthly, it may be said that the salvation of which the
Jewish scriptures testify is a marvellous illustration of the
grace, the unmerited favour of the God of salvation.

Our Lord told the woman of Samaria, in unequivocal language,
that" salvation is of the Jews." They were, and are, the channel
through which all the truth about the great blessing of salvation is
conveyed to the world at large. They tell us that the Saviour Himself
was, as Man, a Jew. The woman of Samaria recognised Him as a
Jew. "How is it (she said) that Thou, being a Jew, askest drink of
me, which am a woman of Samaria? " (John iv. 9). He was born, as
man, of a Jewish woman. He was at once Son of man, Son of
Abraham, Son of David, and the eternal Son of God. The only
Saviour of the Jews and Gentiles was a Jew, born of a Jewish
mother, brought up as a Jew, and went about doing good as a Jew.
His ministry was mainly to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
He redeemed His people as a Jew. The inscription set up on His
cross was, " Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." He Who was
by nation a Jew is the only Saviour. If we are saved, we are saved
by One Who by nation was a Jew. "Neither is their salvation in
any other; for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). "Of
David's seed hath God acording to His promise raised unto Israel a
Saviour, Jesus." Of Him it is written, "I have set Thee to be a
light of the Gentiles, that Thou shouldest be for salvation, unto the
ends of the earth" (Acts xiii. 23, 47). Simeon said of Him, " Mine
eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the
face of all people; a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of
Thy people Israel" (Luke ii. 30-32). Thus all who are saved owe
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their salvation to One Who as man was a Jew. He is " the Author
of eternal salvation" to all His believing people. Speaking of the
Jewish or Israelitish nation, the Apostle says, "Of whom as con
cerning the flesh Christ came, Who is over all, God blessed for ever."
That nation was "an holy people unto the Lord," chosen to be a
special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face
of the earth." The Lord loved them. (Deut. vii. 6-8) Yet they
were a stiffnecked and rebellious people Idolatry and rebellion
characterised them for the most part all through their history. It
was their mighty and manifold sins that brought upon them the
Babylonian captivity. It was the awful sin of crucifying the Lord
of glory that brought upon them the destruction of Jerusalem, and
all their woes for more than eighteen hundred years. Yet, in spite
of all their sins, God selected them to be a special people unto Him
self, and through them we possess the only writings which tell us .of
the way to heaven and of the Person Who is able to save to the
uttermost them that come unto God by Him. Is not all this a
marvellous manifestation of divine grace? Moreover, does not the
Apostle tell us that God has not cast them off in spite of all their
sins. They are now for the most part judicially blinded, but this
blindness is to terminate. "Blindness in part is happened to Israel,
until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall
be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the
Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is
My covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. As
concerning the Gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as
touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. For
the gifts and calling of God are without repentance" (Romans xi.
25-29). Is it not clear that God has purposes of mercy yet towards'
His ancient people? Moreover, if, notwithstanding all their sins,
His saving mercy is yet to be extended towards them, does not that
demonstrate marvellously the exceeding riches of God's grace?
What immense encouragement does all this give to poor sinners
to-day! If God will yet save Israel with an everlasting salvation,
despite all their idolatries and rebellions, may we sinners to-day not
take courage? The God Who will have mercy on them is a God
Who will show mercy to every penitent sinner who comes to Him
through Christ. "To Him give all the prophets witness, that
through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remis
sion of sins." "Be' it known unto you, men and brethren, that
through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and
by Him all that believe are justified from all things" (Acts x. 43;
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xiii. 38, 39). This great and eternal blessing is exactly what a poor
sinner needs, whether he be Jew or GeI1tile, and this great and
unspeakable blessing is promised to every believing sinner Where
fore, " Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon"
(Isaiah Iv. 7). This magazine is called The Gospel Magazine, and
here, dear readers, is the Gospel. Here is the good news. Here is
the most important news you can ever hear. This news is the
Gospel, and "The Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to tqe Greek."
This statement is found in a letter inspired by the Holy Ghost. It
is a divine statement. It is the Word which God arranged to be
written by a Jewish Christian. Do you long to be saved? Do you
ask, How can I, a poor sinner, be saved? Here is the answer:
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts
xxi. 31). Here a saved and inspired Jew tells you how you may be
saved.

What an infinite mercy it is that God chose the Jews to be a
special people unto Himself, and made them the channel of the
knowledge of eternal salvation to the world at large. Do we know
the way of salvation? Have we God's saving grace? Do we
experience the joy of God's salvation? Ought we not, then, to
thank God that He hath from the beginning chosen us to salvation,
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth? It is
only by the grace of God that we are numbered amongst God's
saved people. Can we be amongst those who hate the Jewish
nation? It is through the Jews that we have been brought out of
darkness into light and turned from the power of Satan unto God?
True, the Jews, as a nation, are spiritually blind, and they are mani
festing the desperate wickedness of their hearts in a terrible way just
now. But ought we not to pray for them, and go on preaching the
Gospel to them, and to be immensely thankful to God that He has
given us the knowledge of salvation through them? Let us never
forget that it is a Jewish writer, inspired by the Holy Ghost, who
wrote, "We have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they
are all under sin." All of us have sinned, all without exception.
Yet, "The same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon Him,
for whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."
Instead, therefore, of hating the Jews, let us seek for grace to say
with the Apostle, "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God

" for Israel is, that they might be saved" (Romans x. 1).
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Blessed indeed be God Who hath raised up a horn of salvation for
His people in the house of His servant David, a Jew. Thrice blessed
be He if we can say, "God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ" (I. Thess. v. 9).

THE EDITOR,
Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

jl)rote5'tant JJ5eacon.

A REVIEW

.. CROWN, CANONS AND CONSTITUTION." By Rev. R. Hood, Vicar
of St. Stephen's, Lambeth, and the Rev. Charles Moore, Vicar of
St. Augustine's, Highbury. Pp. 24. Price 4d. post free, or 12
copies for 3s. 4d. (The Protestant Truth Society, Book Saloon.
184, Fleet Street, Londen, E.C.4).

THIS is an attractively printed and written booklet issued by the
Protestant Truth Society. The authors realise to the full the serious
peril of attempting to legalise the new Canons recently printed and
published. They feel it is an attempt to make legal what Parliament
twice rejected about twenty years ago, when an attempt was made to
bring back doctrines and practices rejected at the Reformation, and thus
to undo the work of our martyred Reformers. Amongst other things,
this booklet deals ably with the proposed Canon on .. Lawful Authority,"
and the Canons relating to the permissive use of Mass Vestments, besides
the Canon which would legalise the Confessional in .. the Protestant
Reformed Religion established by law." With regard to vestments, the
authors say, .. You cannot have the doctrine without the vestments, and
you cannot have the vestments for long without the doctrine! ! " They are
absolutely out of sympathy with the resolution recently passed by both
Convocations which allows the vestments, but refrains from attaching
doctrinal significance to them. That this resolution should have been
agreed to by professed Evangelicals demonstrates the weakness and
compromise of those who still adhere to the name' Evangelical.' Depend
upon it, the Church of England is in grave danger of legally lapsing to
popery. There is therefore a loud call for all who value Bible and
Reformation truth to rally together and to oppose uncompromisingly this
new attempt to legalise Romanism. It seems to us that.the drawing up
of these Canons is an absolute waste of time. The condition of England
is such that we need to get back to the canons and doctrines of the
Bible and abandon for ever the unscriptural doctrines of the Anglo
Catholic Movement.
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THE CHURCH OF GOD

•

C( The Church of God, which He hath purchased with His Own
blood."-ACTs xx. 28.

THE Apostle Paul was on his way to Jerusalem. He had reached
Miletus, and from there he sent to Ephesus and called for the
elders of the Church in that place, and delivered the address to
them, recorded in verses 17 to 38, in Acts xx. These elders are
called overseers or bishops in verse 28, showing that the elders or
presbyters, appointed to minister to the Churches in the New Testa
ment, were also called bishops. The two titles are interchangeable.
(See Titus i. 5-7). To the elders of the Church in Ephesus the
Apostle said, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed
the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His Own blood."
They were to take heed to themselves, and they were to take heed
to the flock. They were to endeavour to make them lie down in
green pastures. They were to lead them beside the still waters. In
other words, they were to nourish them with the spiritual food of
God's Word. That flock is called" the Church of God, which He
hath purchased with His Own blood." We have been thinking of
the Church of God in another connection and we thought we might
profitably write Wayside Notes on this subject on this occasion.
We would now therefore seek to fix the attention of our readers on
some of the teaching of scripture on the Church. We are
accustomed in these days to speak of going to church, meaning by
the word "church" the building in which professing Christians
meet for public prayer and praise, and for the preaching of the
Word. The word" Church," however, is never used in scripture of
the building in which Christians gather for worship. Let us then
consider the word as it is used in scripture.

1. First, let us consider what is meant by the Church.

The word translated Church comes from a Greek word meaning
to call out. Those who constitute the Church are an assembly of
people who have been called "out of darkness into His marvellous
light." They have been" called according to God's purpose," and,
having been divinely called, they are justified by faith in Christ, and
so are delivered from condemnation and are destined to be glorified.
Then we are definitely told that the Church is Christ's bod)'. He
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is" the Head over all things to the Church, which is His body"
(Ephes. i. 22, 23). So in Colossians i. 18, we read, " He is the Head
of the body, the Church." If it be asked who are the body of
Christ, we have a clear and definite answer in scripture. The
Apostle says to the Corinthian saints, "Now ye are the body of
Christ, and members in particular" (1. Cor. xii. 27). To be more
definite and precise we find that those who are described as the
body of Christ are a people washed, sanctified and justified (1. Cor.
vi. 11). If I want to know if I am a member of Christ's body, or
a member of the Church of God, let me examine myself and see if
I have been washed in the blood of the Lamb. Am I
sanctified by the Holy Ghost? Am I justified by faith in Christ?
Have I redemption through Christ's blood, the forgiveness of sins
according to the riches of God's grace? Am I a humble believer in
the Lord Jesus Christ, trusting not in my own merits, but in Christ's
blood and righteousness? Many people say, " 0 yes, I'm a church
man," a member of a certain body of professing Christians, but am I
a member of Christ, a member of His body, the Church? (See
Ephes. v. 30).

2. Secondly, consider what we are taught about the Church.

(i) There is in the fullest sense only one Church. That is, "the
Church of God, which He hath purchased with His Own blood"
(Acts xx. 28). There are many local churches, as the seven churches
in Asia. That is, there are many companies of Christians who
gather together on the Lord's day in one place of assembly. There
are some companies of Christians who are so few that they meet
in a house. We read of " the church in their house" (see Romans
xvi. 5; 1. Cor. xvi. 19). But all the various companies of Christians,
large or small in number, go to make up the one body, the one
Church of God. As there is but one body, so there is in reality only
one Church (Ephes. iv. 4). Genuine believers, or members of
Christ's body, the Church, are found in different denominations,
but they all go to make up that one body which is called the Church
of God. We are not saved because we are churchmen, Baptists,
Presbyterians, or Congregationalists, or because we belong to this or
that denomination, but because, through infinite grace, we have
become members of the One Body, members of the One Church of
God. "By one Spirit are we all baptised into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been
all made to drink into one Spirit" (1. Cor. xii. 13). Through the
sovereign action of the One Spirit, all the true members of the One
Church have been born again, justified freely by God's grace. ami.
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are destined to be eternally glorified. -In answer to the question,
co What is this Church? " the late Bishop J. C. Ryle says, "The one
true Church is composed of all believers in the Lord Jesus. It is
made up of all God's elect, of all converted men and women, of all
true Christians. In whomsoever we can discern the election of God
the Father, the sprinkling of the blood of God the Son, the sancti
fying work of God the Spirit, in that person we see a member of
Christ's true Church" (Knots Untied).

(iz) This Church is the Body which Christ has loved with an
everlasting love. "Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for
it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the Word" (Ephes. v. 25, 26). The Church was chosen in
Christ before the foundation of the world.

(iiz) This Church was redeemed by Christ with His precious
blood. It is " the Church of God, which He hath purchased with
His Own blood" (Acts xx. 28). Its members were" not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold ... but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot"
(1. Peter i. 18, 19). In reference to that Church He said, "This is
My blood of the new testament (covenant), which is shed for many
for the remission of sins" (Matt. xxvi. 28). Hence its members can
say, " In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgive
ness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Ephes. i. 7).
What a mercy if we have that assurance in our hearts.

(iv) It is a Church or Body over which Christ is the Head.
" Christ is the Head of the Church: and He is the Saviour of the
body" (Ephes. v. 23). He is "the Head over all things to the
Church which is His body" (Ephes. i. 22, 23). As the Church is
His body, it belongs to Him. He bought it with His blood. Its
members are not their own. They are bought with a price. "The
Church (then) is subject unto Christ" (Ephes. v. 24). He is the
supreme Head of the whole body. All His members are under His
government, under His supreme control. They are not at liberty to
do other than please Him in all things. The head of the natural body
rightly directs and controls the movements of all its members. The
The eyes look where the head wishes. The ears listen to what the
head pleases. The mouth speaks what the head directs. The feet
move where the head wishes them to go. The hands handle what
the head directs. So the whole Cl;1urch is subject to Christ's supreme
lordship and control. The members of His mystical body are to
recognise His supreme lordship in all their ways. Their words,
their thoughts, their doings, should be such as are pleasing to Him.

I



If the members of His body fully recognised His Headship, His
Lordship, how different their lives would be. How much more
careful they would be about their thoughts, their words, their
actions. How much more careful they would be as to the company
they kept, the places to which they would go, the use they would
make of their time and money, the manner in which they would
observe His day, meditate on His Word, and draw near to the
throne of His grace. Would they be found at the theatre, the
cinema, the ball, if they were always seeking to please Him, their
Lord and Master? He could say in reference to His Father, "I
do always those things that please Him." Can we say, "I seek to
do always those things which are pleasing to Him"? The true
members of the one body, of which Christ is the supreme Head,
should seek to live not unto themselves, but unto Him Who died for
them and rose again.

, (v) It is a Church or Body which Christ will bring to heavenly
glory. He loved and redeemed the Church" that He might present
it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it might be holy and without blemish" (Ephes.
v. 27). Before He Himself was received up in glory He said to
members of His Church, " Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world (age)" (Matt. xxviii. 20). At the end of the age
He is coming again, and why is He coming? He says, to His
Church, "I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also" (John xiv. 3). This is the hope
of the Church-His coming. It is His intention that all the
members of His Church or Body shall be with Him in glory. Hear
what'He said to His Father about His people. He said, " Father, I
will that they also whom Thou has given Me, be with Me where I
am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou has given Me"
(John xvii. 24). That is His gracious purpose concerning all the
members of His redeemed Church. He is now glorified with the
glory He had with the Father before the world was, and He says,
" The glory which Thou gavest Me I have given them" (John xvii.
5, 22). When He appears His people will appear with Him in glory.
They will behold His glory, and they will share His glory. He is
"able to present them faultless before the presence of His glory
with exceeding joy" (Jude 24). We suffer with Him now, but we
shall be glorified with Him hereafter.

Dear members of ,Christ's mystified body, be it ours to look for
the return of the great Bridegroom of the. Church. He is coming
again. He is coming for His beloved people. He is coming for us.

11
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Whitington Vicarage,

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolk.

In view of that coming, what are we taught? The grace of God
which bringeth salvation teaches us that" denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus
ii. 11-13). "Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such
things, be diligent that ye may be found of Him in peace, without
spot, and blameless" (H. Peter iii. 14).

"The Church of God," amazing precious thought!
That sinners, vile and outcast, should be bought,
Renewed in heart, and cleansed by Jesu's blood,
To form the body of the" Church of ~od."

The Church is one, it has one glorious Head,
And by one Spirit through this waste is led;
And nourishment from Christ, on high bestowed,
Together binds in one the" Church of God."

United to her risen Head above,
Even now she knows the sweetness of His love;
His power is here to help her on the road
Bride of the Lamb--Church of the living God!

Soon will He come, and take His Church away
And oh, sweet thought! fast hastens on the day,
When He will stand with all His saints avowed,
Head of the Church-the purchased" Church of God."

(Albert Midlane, 1864).

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas Houghton).

.. Sins against a holy God;
Sins against His righteous laws;
Sins against His love, His blood;
Sins against His name and cause;
Sins immense as is the sea-

Hide me, 0 Gethsemane." (Hart).

l
-~--
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WELLSPRINGS
.. The memory of the just is blessed."-PROVERBS x. 7.

ONCE again a sacred claim is laid upon me to tell of the peaceful
Homecoming of her of whom we can truly write, .. Blessed are the dead
that die in the Lord."

Dear Mrs. Teulon, of Dover, exchanged earth for heaven, an invalid
couch for that painless perfect life with her dear Redeemer, on Christmas
Day (1947).

It was my privilege to have been favoured with a holy intercourse with
two of her sisters, the late Mrs. Moss, of Croydon, and the beloved
widow of the Rev. D. L. Johnson, of Pelden. With the latter, a rich
favour was granted me for many years to hold sweet and holy fellowship
in Christ (see G.M., 1939), and it was at her death that her beloved
sister, Mrs. Teulon, seemed to slip into her place as regarded a choice
correspondence, and I remember how on one occasion she referred to it as
one of the sacred joys of her later life. Mrs. Teulon's letters one and all
displayed that keen spiritual life of God within, whilst she also possessed
ripe and intelligent grasp of all matters concerning Church and State.
She read into all the intrigues and snares of Ritualism and Romanism,
deploring, too, the wilful, sinful ignorance of those who ought to have
known by past history the unchanging motto of that harlot church,
Babylon. Our beloved friend loved the doctrines of grace, and all those
who loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth, and she followed
up with interest the various writings in the Gospel Magazine.

I have referred to her correspondence, which chiefly sustained the close
fellowship between us, for we met but seldom. From those letters I now
give a few brief extracts.

.. I am so glad you enjoyed Mr. Chambers' visit and address, and a
word of cheer by the way, as was given Paul in his loneliness (I. Cor.
xvi. 17). The manna never fails! I liked so much that saying of
Canon Hoare's you quoted in January" Wellsprings" and Dr. Duff's
concluding remarks mentioned in that same number of the Living Word,
the Faithful and True, in Whom all the promises are yea and amen."
..... I am so glad you are enjoying meeting the Rev. H.L. I remember
meeting him once at my dear brother's" (that .. brother" to whom Mrs.
T eulon was referring was the Rev. George Thompson, of Brighton),
and Mrs. Teulon goes on to say, .. He (Mr. L.) was much liked by my
brother and the family." .. Many, many thanks! It was so kind of
you to send me those texts that I might share With you in their application.
Our dear --! She has gone before us! 0 happy saints for ever
blest! Their memory is blessed, and the thought of their present
dwelling-place more blessed still! No birthdays there! No ageing
years. The light which is their life shines in fulness for ever more!
• He shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun ariseth, even a
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morning without clouds.' '0 that with yonder sacred throng, I at his
feet may fall, and join the everlasting song, and crown Him Lord of
all." . . . "Lately I have been reading Romaine's Life of Failh. A
little book of his letters my dear sister Mary gave me, and is one of my
special treasures. He builds on sure and solid ground, the finished work
of our blessed Redeemer. He is the Rock! His work is perfect and
all His ways are judgment. Do we not see this in the downfall of
Mussolini~ One wonders what the immediate outcome may be! No
doubt the Vatican is busy and our own nation so sadly unprepared for
V-Day! So again our hearts find rest and only find it there, even on
the Rock! " ... " I have often puzzled over those verses in Isaiah xxii.
22, and am very glad of Mr. W.'s explanation of the burden. 'How
huge the heavy weight of all when only mine's SO great!' I was thinking
the other day of some" Becauses," and the sowing and the reaping, and
got a far-off glimpse of the glory that harvest promised in Isaiah lii.,
verses 11, 12. The certainty! 'He shall see the travail of His soul,
and shall be satisfied.' He sees sin rampant everywhere, without and
within (11. Cor. vii. 5). Yet, as you say, He remembers mercy in the
midst of wrath, and that blessed fact.the Holy Spirit carries home with
power the words spoken to the prophets. 'Lord, remember Calvary'
has long been my prayer." ... " In these days it is usual to change the
words 'our vile body' for 'the body of humiliation.' But the older
translation is to me the more expressive and acceptable. A body of sin
and death! But when He shall appear we shall be like Him. This
brings me to your meditation.and that beautiful hymn of Lady Coote's
which was such a favourite of dear A.A.s." ... " Krumacher is a special
and old friend! His' Elijal: ' has been very helpful to me in times of
difficulty and depression, and a sermon of his read over 60 years ago
on Psalm xlvi. 4, is still a fragrant memory, though the substance is
forgotten. He grieved over the darkness of his times. 'Professing
themselves to be wise, they became as fools.' We see the same thing now
in our country plainly enough, but, alas! an ignoring of the lesson.
Your Spirit-given meditation on the 'One Family' comes often to my
mind. The imperishable seed: Abraham's children, David's posterity,
the same in experience and desire, all one in Christ ] esus. What a
miracle that it should be so in spite of deceitful hearts and the devil'5
devices! Mr. Ormiston's remark holds good, for the Lord looketh upon
the heart. That thought of the Trinity in Genesis is very interesting.
Oh! the riches that lie couched beneath the inspired Word! ..

These and such-like expressions lie before me in a pile of precious
letters from which I may not cull more now, but these which are given
will give the reader a slight insight as to our beloved friend's heart
breathings and spiritual gifts and choice correspondence. It was a tender
ordering of divine Providence that, when war broke out, Mrs. T eulon
removed from the coast to T unbridge Wells, and for five years so greatly
enjoyed being with a beloved son who, after many years' absence in
Burma, was now settled there. This made a bright gleam upon: the
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pathway of her devoted daughters and herself. At a later date she was
able to return to her home in Dover, where she spent the remainder of
her life. She was marvellously sustained and kept from murmuring or
impatience, although a great sufferer, and .. The last seven months she
often suffered intense pain; but she has been so patient and uncomplaining
and praising the Lord for all His goodness through it all," writes one of
her devoted daughters. .. One of the last sentences I was able to under~

stand was, 'What would it have been if there had been no God, no
mercy, and no grace! ' and the last note I had made of her sayings was
on Christmas Eve, was 'So sweet,' 'So wonderful.' We were so
thankful the very severe attacks subsided some time before the end and
she gradually failed in all her powers, and then 'The cage door
opened' as she said it would! We were indeed thankful to have been
privileged to have such a wonderful mother. Our nephew from New
Zealand took the service on Tuesday." And thus of their beloved
mother her family have truly expressed their felt privilege on the
memorial card. .. Her children arise up and call her blessed."

And so once again, beloved readers, have we had the sacred joy of
telling of a grace-saved sinner who could ascribe all the glory to her God
and Saviour, and to us the gracious privilege of writing how .. blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow
them." R.

JRC\licws anD Jaotic{'s Of 1J3ooks.

.. AUNT RUTHE.A's RAMBLE STORIES." Vo!. I. By Caleb Sawyer.
12 pages, copy book size. Price 1s. 6d. (E.]. Harmer, 47.
Albion Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent).

THIS well-printed booklet contains five chapters, well suited for young
people, 13 years old and under. In fact older people will find it
interesting, instructive and attractive. The author says, .. In an allegorical
form, it sets forth the need of keeping to the old paths of virtue and truth,
also the danger of breaking through the hedge of preceptive teaching and
thus wandering into forbidden paths." Godly parents who desire their
children's spiritual welfare would do well to place this large-sized booklet
into the hands of their children. They would also find it helpful to read
it aloud to their little ones, adding words of their own while doing so•

.. As Christ went without the camp, bearing His reproach, so let us come
out from the ungodly, and be a peculiar people."-C. H. SpufRe.on.
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.trmonu anb ~otes of .ermons.

THE APOSTLE AND HIGH PRIEST OF OUR

PROFESSION

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHUR<:;H, BRISTOL.

BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.

PART I.
.. Wherefore, hol}) brethren, par~akers of the healJenl}) calling, consider

the Apostle and High Priest .of our profession, Christ jes<us."
-HEB. iii. 1.

THIS Epistle, not only on account of the heading which is placed over
it, but by its contents also, abundantly proves that the mind of God in it
was originally to deal with Jewish Christians, converted Hebrews. But.
too, as the dispensation unfolded, it became more and more clear that it
was the gathering in of the Gentiles upon which God had mainly set His
heart. Hence this Epistle has been found indeed profitable to all
believers, believers among the Jews and believers among the Gentiles.
It is especially the Epistle of the Priesthood of Christ. And no one can
intelligently study this Epistle of the Priesthood of Christ-prayerfully
and intelligently, I say-without seeing how false all the modern claims
to the mediatorial priesthood are, short of Christ's proper Priesthood. It
is the true antidote for the sacerdotal errors which are so prevalent in
our own national Church at the present time. I exhort my dear hearers,
and especially the young, to make this Epistle a very particular Bible
study. Use all the helps you can obtain in connection with your study.
Read carefully verse by verse, compare Scripture with Scripture, and
you will find your souls abundantly enriched in the truth of God. There
are two titles employed here which the Hebrews well understood: the
one, the Apostle, and the other, the High Priest. The Jews, especially
during the Maccabean period, used to term the principal ruler of the
synagogue .. the Apostle of the Synagogue." He was the ruler of the I"
synagogue, whereas the High Priest was the ruler of the temple. The
Jews who read this Epistle, that is, these to whom it was originally
addressed, the Hebrew Christians, caught at once the prevalent thoughts .
of the inspired writer in regard to Christ-that He should be the sole
authority for both these titles, merged into His One Person as one office.
The predominant idea, I say, was rule or authority, because the Apostle
in the synagoguge and the High Priest in the temple were both men of
authority, so that authority or rule is the main idea contemplated here.
.. Consider, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the
Apostle and the High Priest 9f our profession," our Christian profession,
our profession of faith, .. Christ Jesus." In regard to the word apostle,
it signifies in the original, as many of you know, one sent, sent forth or



The Gospel Magazine 113

i
\

I
\

sent out by another, a superior, to fulfil some mission according to his
'Command. Now when I think of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Apostle
of my Christian profession I am led to contemplate Him as the One
sent by the Father, sent out from His bosom, and sent out to this sin
'Cursed earth of ours. He comes to me as the Messenger of the Father's
love. He comes to me loaded with salvation to enrich me, a poor
perishing sinner, to give me a place amongst the holy brethren, making me
a partaker of the heavenly vocation. The title, Apostle, then, has more
to do with Christ coming from the Father to us and His work of salvation
on the earth, whereas the other title, the High Priest, is more a presenta
tion of our case to God. As the Apostle, He came forth to us; as the
High Priest, He goes from us inside the veil to represent us before God.
So that under these two titles we have the whole economy of Christ's
salvation set forth, His coming forth to do on earth the work God had
'given Him to do by way of obedience unto death and that the death of
the cross, and then to return, in the virtue of the blood He shed, within
the riven veil to represent His redeemed people and all their interests.

First we notice the persons addressed, dear friends, in this Scripture,
., holy brethren" they are termed. Now you will compare that title of
the people of God with what has been said in the previous chapter. We
read there from the 11 th verse: .. For both He that sanctifieth and they
who are sanctified, are all of One: for which cause He (that is, Christ)
is not ashamed to call them brethren; saying, I will declare Thy Name
unto My brethren; in the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto
Thee." "My brethren "-that is where the term originates which is
used in the third chapter and the first verse, our text, .. holy brethren."
How did they become holy brethren of Christ ? Well, the passage I
bave in part quoted goes on to say, .. Forasmuch then as the children
:are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of
the same," by the Incarnation. In other words, by the Incarnation of
Christ, that is, of God, there was brought about a fellowship and a
:relationship between Him and us. We fall back again upon the 11 th
verse in proof: "He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all
'Of One," that is, of one Father. Jesus and His brethren recognise but
'One Father. as Jesus taught His disciples after His resurrection from the
.c\eild. saying, .. I ascend unto My Father, and your Father." Oh, what
wcndrops condescension of the Father is discoverable in those words,
., My Father and your Father," and though God the Father stands in
the relationship of Father to both Jesus and saved sinners, yet not in the
same proper sense, not in the same proper sense. Christ is the Eternal
Son of the E.ternal Father. He ever Was the Son of God. Not so in
the case of the saints, that is, of saved sinners; there comes a point of
time when they are born of God, before which time they were not, except
in the purpose of God, the children of God, except in the convenant of
salvation the children of God, except as their names were written in the
Lamb's Book of Life were they the children of God. But now the time
to favour them has come and they are actually, actuall}), born of God.
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Oh, my friends, I cannot too emphatically press this great truth upon
your observation that except a man be really born of God he cannot
enter the kingdom, reall)) born of God, not in some abstract sense, nor in
some theological sense or some poetical sense, some economic or accom~

modated sense, but really, really, horn of God. So that being born of
God he is thereby, being born of God, made a partaker of the Divine
Nature. Oh, marvel of marvels, that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit, not something else; that which is begotten of the Spirit is, essentially
is, spirit. The flesh is nowhere. The flesh profiteth nothing. The flesh
is wholly set aside. It is a new birth. It is not, as I have often before
said, the using up of old matter, or the improving of the former condi
tions. It is not a renovation nor an accommodation. It is a creation, a
new creation. "If any man be in Christ he is a new creation." This is
the word of God and not the word of man or of the preacher. So that,
dear friends, this sonship is a wondrous reality. "He Who sanctifieth
and they who are sanctified are all of One " Father. On which account
Jesus, Who by His precious blood-shedding sanctified His people, is
not ashamed to call them brethren-brethren. Because He and they are
all of One on this account He is not ashamed, not ashamed before the
angels of heaven, before those wondrous principalities and powers yonder
of whom we know but little. Yes, in the presence of the highest heaven
He confesses His brethren. He confesses before the Father, the King
of glory, that every believer here tonight is a brother of His, a brother of
His. Is it a wonder therefore that the inspired writer of the treatise on
the High Priesthood of Christ should address believers as "holy
brethren"? They must needs be holy if they are brethren of Christ, the
Holy One. They must needs be holy if they are the subjects of the
Holy Spirit's new-begetting. If they be partakers of the Divine Nature
they must needs be saints; and that is the title, the common title, which
God employs in His holy Word, the New Testament, concerning His
redeemed and new-begotten people-saints, which signifies holy ones.
In Scripture, holiness means separation from all evil and separation to
God for all good purposes. I was struck when reading to-night with
you that passage in the book of Numbers, though the words are the words
of Balaam, remember God put every word Balaam spoke into
Balaam's mouth. They were not Balaam's words any more than the
words which the ass spake were the words of that animal. God, it says,
. opened the mouth of the ass," and therefore it spake the words which
Csd fitted to its lips. And so did He also open the unclean lips of
B,daam the prophet, and Balaam expressed his utter inability to alter
a single word which Jehovah fitted to his unclean lips. And so I say
that though these word3 were uttered by Balaam, they were the words of
God, in the 9th verse of the 23rd chapter: " Lo, the people shall dwell
alone." They were a separated people. Ancient Israel is a type of the
Church o'f God, the true saints, those whom God has separated and set
apart for holy uses, those whom He has redeemed from among men,
they are not reckoned with the nations, they are not reckoned with the l
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world. Said the Lord Jesus to His called-out disciples, " Ye have nol
chosen Me, but I have chosen you, I have called you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you." Between you and the world there is
a great gulf, a great gulf fixed; there is no concord between light and
darkness, between Spirit and flesh, between the Church of God indwelt
by the Holy Ghost and the world which lieth in the wicked one, no
concord between Christ and Belial. God has separated in purposes
eternal the one from the other. They may in the judgment of man be
mingled, sorely mingled too. Ah, there are many of God's people, I
fear, of whom it may be said, it must be said, "How is the fine gold
become dim!" They have mixed up with the world and are walking
too much in the ways of the world and according to the maxims of the
world, according to the wisdom of the world, and to that extent they are
losing their spirituality and they are losing their personal fellowship with
God, for God cannot walk in happy fellowship with one who is not
walking in the Spirit, but according to the flesh. But, I say, in the great
purposes of God His called-out people are saints, separated ones, vessels
of mercy chosen to show forth the praises of Him Who has wrought in
them His wondrous grace-" holy brethren"-holy brethren-partakers
of the heavenly calling. I think here is, as it were, suggested or implied
a contrast, because the calling of ancient Israel was an earthl')) calling.
The promise God gave them was an earthly inheritance, a land of plenty,
a land the glory of all lands, a glorious land, a land flowing with milk
and honey, and plenteousness of good. But here the saints who stand in
contrast with ancient Israel and their earthly possessions are spoken of
and addressed as " partakers of the heavenly calling." Yes, they are
partakers 0,£ the heavenly calling, for they have been called from heaven.
It was by the will of God they were called. God in heaven willed their
calling. God in heaven, willing their calling, raised up means and oppor
tunities for their being called, called to the knowledge of sin and called
as weary, heavy-laden ones unto the feet of Jesus, there to confess sin,
there to seek forgiveness, there to wash in His precious, precious blood,
there to obtain peace, perfect peace, with God. They are called from
heaven. The Apostle Paul was very emphatic about his call, even to the
Apostolate, to the ministry of the Gospel. Oh, he said, it was not of
man. I received nothing from man. So it is true i'l the case of every
grace-called sinner, he owes all his salvation from first to last to God.
He is no debtor to man. God will not suffer any of the glory proper to
Himself as the Saviour of sinners to be given to men by whatever name
they may designate themselves, God will not, for He is a jealous God,
and perhaps He is more jealous in this matter concenling His grace than
in any other matter. Oh. He will have His grace to be manifestly free.
He will have His grace to be manifestly sovereign. He will have His
grace to be manifestly discriminatirng, and He will have His grace to be
manifest effectual. The arm of flesh may have no part nor lot in
the matter. Salvation is wholly of the Lord, and therefore it is secure
to every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is made a partaker of the
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heavenly calling-called from heaven to heaven. You llometimes sing..
dear believers, in your pilgrim song, .. Heaven is my Home, I'm but a
stranger here." Happy are the people that are in such a case, who can
sing from the heart their blessed hope, .. Heaven is my Home, Heaven
i~ my Fatherland. I was born from Heaven, and my feet are tending;
Homewards, the way difficult, the enemies many and fears subtle, but
still He leads me on and through, and I can sing ciay by day as the day
closes, A day's march nearer Home."

A MINISTER AND WORLDLINESS

A MINISTER'S wife, in a letter we have seen, says: .. It has been a very
uphill path these two years, and we have seen no results whatever, but
recently a lot of criticism and discontent has arisen. People are com
plaining that they do not like being told they are sinners. . . . I can
understand the tremendous breakaway it would mean. Almost everyone
seems to live in a whirl of dances and whist drives, theatre, and cinema
and concert going. Sunday concerts are very usual. No one seems to
think them out of place."

Two remarks about the above. First, we not only need to be told we
are sinners, but we need to be convinced of our sinfulness. What a
mercy to be so wrought upon by the Spirit that we shall really come t()
God and like the publican say, .. God be merciful to me, a sinner. ,.
That man went home justified, forgiven, delivered from the penalty of
sin."

Secondly, note what the Apostle says about the last days. He says..
.. This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God, having a form
of godliness, but den})ing the power thereof: from such turn awa}) ,..
(ll. Timothy iii. 1, 2, 4, 5).

Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God are not the people wh()
can say, .. We love Him, because He first loved us" (I. John v. 19).

.. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him ,..
(I. John ii. 15).

ALL-NIGHT QUEUE

ONE Manchester man began to queue at 11 o'clock in the cold OD

Saturday night for the sale yesterday morning of 2s. tickets for· Man
chester United's Cup Tie with Preston North End next Saturday.

There was a queue of 10,000 before the gates opened for the
morning sale, and by 4 p.m. all the 50,000 tickets had been sold. No
more than two tickets were allowed to each applicant. There were a few
cases of collapse owing to the cold. A number of people also waited
in a queue which assembled in the early hours of Saturday morning
outside the Southampton ground. One man was overcome by the fumes
from a brazier.-The Times, Feb. 23rd, 1948.
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LENT TO THE LORD

THE Clarkes, with a houseful of young children and not much money,
often had as much as they could do to make ends meet; but they were
a happy couple, nevertheless, for they had learnt the secret of content
ment. In case you do not know that secret, let me tell you two words
that contain it: .. In Christ"! F or those who are found in Him know
that God looks upon them as His children, and therefore though they
have nothing, they yet possess all things. Now the Clarkes had a friend
called Grace Ellis, who knew all their circumstances well; and when she
asked Mary Clarke to lend her a pound, Mary knew it must be for some
urgent need, and she willingly produced her money, even though it was
a wrench to do it.

Mary was quite certain that Grace would return the money, but it
was some time before the Clarkes saw their friend again. One evening
they were just going to set out for the week-night service at the church,
when suddenly Grace burst in. .. I can't stop a minute," she said
breathlessly, .. the train will be gone-but there was just time to pay my
debt!" So saying, she thrust a pound into Mary's hand and rushed off
eheerfully, giving her friends scarcely time to speak.

The interruption had made it necessary for the Clarkes to hurry if
they were to be in time, so Mary slipped the pound in her pocket and
set off with her husband. You see, it was not a stiff piece of paper
such as we should expect now, but a beautiful gold sovereign. Mary's
mind all the way to church was full of plans for laying out the money
which had come back at such an unexpected moment; there were 30

many things the children needed. But she forgot her cares as she joined
in prayer and praise, and listened to the short address. It was always
a refreshment to both husband and wife to attend the little service, and
as usual they greatly enjoyed it.

The pa"rish was a very poor one, and plates were put at the church
doors after the service, so that anyone who chose could give a little
towards the needs of the many destitute around. Mary's hand felt in her
pocket for the collection-money she had put there; she dropped it on the
plate, and only when she saw the bright gold gleam among the small
silver and brown coppers did she realise what she had done! She had
forgotten the sovereign that was keeping company with the sixpence she
had meant to give, and now it was in the plate! Just a moment she
hesitated, and then passed on, leaving it where it was.

All the way home Mary's thoughts were jumbled up; of course she
was disappointed when she remembered the little shoes she had meant to
get, and her other plans, but then how lovely it was to be able to be
generous for once! And other people's children would benefit if hers
did not. She certainly had not meant to give so much, but it was gone,
and she gladly let it go, offering it to the Lord in thanksgiving. She was
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longing to tell her husband, but she waited till they got home, and then
out came the story. Mr. Clarke knew the money would have been
welcome, but he saw that his wife was cheerful over it, so he just said
calmly, .. Oh, well, we must think that we have put it in the heavenly
Savings Bank-that's all." And no more was said.

But a few days later an envelope came through the post to the
Clarkes containing a five pound note! There was no letter, no name or
address, nothing to show where it came from. The husband and wife
puzzled over it for some time. Then Mr. Clarke said quietly, .. Mary,
do you know what I think? This note is the Lord's way of paying
interest on that sovereign you put in the plate! You remember the
words, • He that hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and
that which he hath given will He pay him again.' I believe that is how
we should look at it."

Mary pondered; she felt that though she had not meant to give away
the sovereign, yet when it was done she had gladly given it to the Lord.
And it came home to her that He Who knew all her thoughts and
feelings, and all the needs of her family, had indeed sent this token of
His loving-kindness to repay the gift.

There is a hymn often sung on thanksgiving occasions which has these
lines in it:

.. Whatever, Lord, we lend to Thee,
Repaid a thousandfold will be."

The hymn-writer must have had the same experience as Mary; and
if you watch, I believe you will find you will share it too. I have
found that I can hardly ever give away anything in one direction without
receiving something equally good from another source! I think the
Lord, knowing how easily we are inclined to make a merit of anything
that we do, takes this kind, gentle way of showing us that we can never
have anything at all in ourselves towards paying our debt to Him.
Jesus Christ must do it all; and this He did long ago in His full,
perfect and sufficient sacrifice, when He gave His life on the cross, the
Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God. .DAMARls.

THE CALLING OF GOD
GOD looked upon us from heaven and singled us out. Why are you in
this church this morning? Why are you not like millions who are
unconcerned about these things and who feel that they are idle tales?
It is because God called you-it is not your decision. Why are you
different? Isn't it that the Holy Spirit of God has done something to
you? He is after you, He is clutching at you. Oh! what precious faith
that tells me that though I am an insignificant pygmy in this extraordinary
world, that the Father of Lights, God of all power, and dominion, is
interested in me, and knows me, and is concerned about me, and has
placed His Almighty hand upon me--" precious" faith that tells me
that.-DR. LLOYD-]ONES.

I
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THE PROMISE
I WONDER how many thousands (ourselves among them) have been
sorry for Christian and Hopeful when .. neither with all the skill they
had could they get to the stile that night." And so Wednesday morning
found them in grievous captivity, and there they were to remain until
Saturday night, when .. suddenly deliverance came." Though they had
not skill enough to find the stile, Christian was able" in the last distressing
hour" to pluck the all~fitting key out of his bosom and apply it with the
blessed result of freedom. Why did he wait until Saturday night?
Why not pluck out the key on Wednesday night, and so save three days
and more of misery? The key was his, as are all the promises of God
in Christ to His pilgrim people. .. To us," Peter said, .. are given
exceeding great and precious promises." .. All the promises "-they
are part of the purchased possession and inheritance. But all the
Cht!.stians and Hopefuls who have succeeded Bunyan's wayfarers-as
well as those who went before-know this: It is God Himself, and none
other, Who shuts and opens. The promise is one thing, and is certain of
fulfilment; the time of the promise is another thing, as Abraham, J oseph,
and the waiting Simeon found. If Christian could not reach the stile that
night, neither could he UJe-or indeed remember-his key until Saturday
midnight was passing. Then very early in the morning, as it began to
dawn towards the first day of the week, the doors would open before the
prisoners of hope.

.. With all the skill they had" Jonah's mariners could not reach the
land. .. The sea wrought and was tempestuous against them." Jonah
knew that it was" for the disobedience of one "-himself-that the
storm raged: it was borne in upon him that if he was thrown overboard,
the tempest would be hushed, and with all his guilt upon him he volun~

tarily yielded himself to the fury that threatened to engulf them all.
Then, as he went down" to the bottoms of the mountains," he knew
that over his head was a sea that had ceased her raging. There was
peace.

With the worthies of Hebrews xi., Jonah had .. not received the
promise." He did nGt know that Christ was to yield Himself (the
Obedient One, for the disobedient)-yield Himself to be lifted up and
given over to the waves and billows of divine wrath. But he learned
that salvation was of the Lord, and the peace that perfumed the sepulchre
where the Lord lay .. for three days and three nights," was his when he
set foot out of the depth on dry ground.

Paul wrote to his Galatian friends, sympathising with them in their
inability to do the things that they would. The flesh lusted against the
Spirit, the Spirit against the flesh, and there" was trouble on the sea, it
could not be quiet." The Apostle knew the tempest. The good that he
would he did not, the evil that he would not he did. But the .. better
thing" was his. He had seen the Lord, and although the peace I of
heaven was not yet his. he thanked God through Jesus Christ the Lord.

FOLLOWER~ON.
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REMEMBERING THE RESURRECTION

(From The English Churchman, April 4th, 1929)

COULD any of the primitive Christians forget the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus from the dead? Was it not an integral part of the apostolic
teaching, and did not the Gospel glow with the brilliance of its sublime
reality? Did it not contain the proof of the Saviour's Godhead and the
assurance of the Christian's ultimate glory? Was not its truth the matter
of vital moment, supplying joy in sorrow, patience in affliction, strength
in realised weakness and victory at the last? Other things might be
crowded out by more pressing concerns; other subjects might lose their
interest with the lapse of time; but how could it slip from the memory of
one who had grasped it as a fundamental fact and rested his soul upon
its holy comfort? The only answer seems to be " Impossible: the cloud
of oblivion could never pass across that radiant light." And yet we
find St. Paul exhorting his faithful follower Timothy and saying:
" Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, of the seed of David.
according to my Gospel" (II. Tim. ii. 8). We cannot imagine Timothy
forgetting the fact of the resurrection. We cannot picture the possibility
of his losing sight altogether of the Easter triumph. It is inconceivable
that there should be any fear of that central truth vanishing from his
mind and heart. But there was a danger that he might not give it the
position which it should always occupy in his Christian life and service.
and that he might fail to hold on to it, and use it in his time of need.
Consequently St. Paul impressed his duty and his privilege upon him
with the stirring exhortation, " Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the
dead." And the necessity or power of that exhortation has never passed
away. It is an inspired call to every generation. It speaks to, us in the
twentieth century no less than to Timothy in the first. So we present it
here for the contemplation of our readers at this bright Eastertide.

First we see th<)t it was intended to cheer the soldier of Christ in the
hardship that he had to bear and the conflict that he had to carry on.
The fight was very stern and severe. At times it seemed as if the hostile
forces were too strong for him and that he must sink beneath the weight
of their combined assault. Then it was that the war cry came to him,
ringing over the battlefield, "Remember the risen Saviour." The
glorious Conqueror is at the head of His army. He has already won the
victory, and whatever the passing vicissitudes of the contest may be, the
final triumph is assured. But Timothy was not only a warrior, he was
also a worker. Like the farmer:; who till the ground, sow the seed, tend
the growing crops, and labour at their various tasks, while they are
patiently waiting for the harvest; so the Lord's servant had his duties to
perform while life was left to him here and in the prospect of the great
hereafter. He had to preach the word, to be instant in season and out
of season; to point sinners to their Saviour and build up believers in the
faith. In doing this, like the farmer, he had to endure disappointments,
to bear the trial of blighted hopes and fruitless labour, and even to see

,
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the growth that looked so promising failing and withering away. Times
there were when he was oppressed with the burden of it all, and in
weariness of spirit would be tempted to think that he had laboured in
vain and spent his strength for naught. Then it was that the exhortation
would come to him with vivid meaning and reassuring power. " Remem
ber Jesus Christ, risen from the dead." In the service of such a Master
there could be no real failure. Working for Him Who died and rose
again, he was bound to meet with trials and difficulties, but his toil was
also certain to be crowned with eternal success. And the words were
not written for him alone. They were, given by Divine inspiration to
speak to Christ's soldiers and servants in every age. They are sounding
now above all the sin and sorrow, the scorn and indifference, the opposi
tion and the unbelief. Let the depressed and weary workers remember
their risen Saviour, and take heart and hope again.

Secondly, Timothy was confronted with the machinations of a deadly
heresy that had invaded the professing Church, and was seducing
unstable souls. The false teachers introduced heathen speculation, per
verted the Gospel message, allegorised the Christian creed, treated the
great facts of religion as myths and fables. and placed a whole series of
imaginary mediators between God and man. They denied the actuality
of the Incarnation, the Atoning Sacrifice and the Redeemer's resur
rection from the dead. The solid truths which the apostles proclaimed
they attributed to fantasy, not fact, to visionary semblance and not
reality. And all the time they laid claim to a superior knowledge that
enabled them to rationalise the transcendent doctrines of the Faith. For
this seductive Gnosticism, so pleasing to carnal pride, St. Paul had one
remedy, and he passed it on to his successor to be used in the conflict
when he was gone. He confronted men's speculation with God's revela
tion, human theories with Divine realities. Remember Jesus Christ, the
predicted Messiah Who appeared on earth in the fulness of time.
Remember that He died to take away sin by the sacrifice of Himself,
and that He was proved to be the Son of God with power by the
resurrection from the dead. Remember that He was as truly man as He
was God. an undoubted member of David's family and heir to David's
throne. Remember that this is the theme of " my Gospel " and that I
am not dealing with fables and fancies, but irrefragable truths and facts.
This was the message that reassured the drooping heart of Timothy when
the very atmosphere around him seemed to be impregnated with the
poison of error and unbelief. This was the wholesome breath of life
that would dispel the noxious vapours of heresy which were threatening
to obscure the steadfast light of heaven. This was the effectual antidote
for the prevalent disease. But the Gnostic heresy has passed away. Its
echoes have long since died into silence, and its influence is no greater
than that of a vanished dream. And yet, though its power for evil has
perished, its lessons remain. The air is still full of doubts and denials.
Men are still substituting their own unwarranted fancies for revealed
facts. Professing teachers of religion are still proclaiming human
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versions of Christianity instead of the Divinely-inspired Word. And
through all we need the apostolic exhortation, .. Remember Jesus Christ,
risen from the dead, of the seed of David." Let us hold fast the facts of
redemption, and .. build on the one foundation that can make the building
sure. "

Thirdly, we must consider the cir<:umstances under which the Second
Epistle to Timothy was written. St. Paul was very near his end. In
a comparatively few days more his witness would be crowned by a
martyr's death. .. I am now ready to be offered," he said, .. and the
time of my departure is at hand." The shadow of separation was
hanging darkly over those two companions in toil and conflict, who had
been so constantly together and so much to one another during their
earthly life. Timothy would soon be left without the support and
guidance of the strong and loving friend, to whom he had been
accustomed to look and upon whom he had been wont to lean. In that
day of sore bereavement what was he to do? He was to remember his
risen Saviour, to turn away from every human prop and rest entirely on
his living Lord. And he was to grasp with firmer faith and brighter hope
than ever the sublime assurance: .. If we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also that sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him."
The parting would be only for a little while and then would come the
blissful reunion for ever with the Lord. And that is true for every
bereaved believer.

NO NEW GOSPEL

THE longer I live the more I am convinced that the world needs no neW'
Gospel, as some profess to think. I am thoroughly persuaded that the
world needs nothing but a bold, full, unflinching teaching of the .. old
paths." The heart of man is the same in every age. The spiritual
medicine which it requires is always the same. The same Gospel which
was preached by Latimer, and Hooper, and Bradford-by Hall,
Davenant, Usher, Reynolds, and Hopkins-by Manton, Brooks,
Watson, Charnock, Owen, and Gurnall-by Romaine, Venn, Grim
shaw, Hervey, and Cecil-this is the Gospel which alone will do real
good in the present day.... I repeat most emphatically that I am not
ashamed of what are commonly called .. Evangelical principles."
Fiercely and bitterly as those principles are assailed on all sides-loudly
and scornfully as some proclaim that they have done their work and are
useless in this day-I see no evidence whatever that they are defective,
or decayed, and I see no reason for giving them up.-THE LATE
BISHOP]. C. RYLE.
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THE BLESSED DEAD

Notes of address at funeral of Mrs. M. ]. Par~er, cornducted b))
Pastor John Wilmot, at North Road Ch'apel, Brentford, August 19th,

1947.

THERE is but one source of authoritative information to which we may
turn at any time, and especially on occasions like this, and find words
which give confidence and minister comfort. It is this Book of Holy
Scripture, God's Own Word. The passages I have chosen to read, and
on which I will venture a few comments as we proceed, are not only
appropriate to this solemn service, but also, I think, to your knowledge
and memory, and to the faith of the friend whose mortal body we
lay to rest to-day.

Romans viii. 28-39. These words declare the impregnable founda
tions of our eternal salvation in Jesus Christ, laid in the invincible,
effectual purpose of God. Your loved one knew her faith was founded
on this rock, and as we think of her, and of her removal from our
presence here, how desirable it would seem that we also should know and
feel the same rock beneath our feet.

.. WE KNOW THAT ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD."
How do we know? Whence do we gain this assurance? Certainly

not from experience or from observation. So many perplexities and
contrarities in life seem to speak the very opposite of this word. We do
not see or feel all things working thus together; many things would appear
to consent and contribute to our ill. The friend we remember, though
blessed with length of days, suffered much affliction, and it may have
seemed that ill was wrought and not good. But we give no place to
such thoughts because .. we know that all things work together for
good"; we know on the testimony of God, of God .. Who worketh all
things for us." Confidence about anything is finally conveyed through
the Bible. It is God alone Who can give us to .. know." And our
sister knew.

All must indeed be harnessed unto good, for God has predetermined
and declared the end. Foreknown, predestinated, called, justified,
glorified-these are the divine acts here recorded, embracing the course
of time, and our few years of pilgrimage, within the eternities. .. Them
He also glorified"; that is the end, and so all things must work together
for good; this ultimate" good" which God has in view. .. All things,"
and so it is asked, .. What shall we then say to these things?" All is
secured by the gracious action of God, Who .. spared not His Own
Son but delivered Him up for us all " so that .. with Him also [He
might] freely give us all things." Who then shall accuse? And who
condemn? And who shall separate us from His love? .. In all these
things we are

MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH HIM THAT LOVED US."
A conqueror is one who has engaged the enemy and defeated him;

having gotten to himself the victory he rightly claims himSelf to be a
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conqueror. But what is it to be more than conqueror? Surely he who.
before he enters upon the conflict. is absolutely certain of the victory.
Such are believers in the Lord Jesus. Who" having spoiled principalities
and powers" when He died for sinners on the cross. .. made a show of
them openly" in His resurrection. And so it is asked elsewhere. " Who
is he that overcometh but he that believeth that Jesus is the Christ? .. and
here, "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? "-of Christ
Who loved us and gave Himself for us that in Him we might share the
redeeming victory?

Is it not arresting, and is it not for our consolation, that the suggested
possible elements of separating power begin with death? .. I am per
suaded that neither death . . . or any other creature shall be able to
separate us from the love of God." Now love is an emotional quality.
What is affection if it be not felt. and what divine love if it be not
experimentally known? "The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit," and" we have known and believed the love that
God hath to us," that is, we have known by experience that which first of
all was announced in the Gospel and was believed by us. thus tracing
the effect (experience) to the cause (faith). This scripture, therefore,
would mean that nothing can separate the believer from the assurance and
experience of the love of God. Even death, first named because the
very element first to occur to the mind as possibly having this effect.
cannot do so. The redeemed spirit now with Christ somehow still has
experience of His love. Death has not separated your loved one from
that. And no created thing can do it. And since God is the only
uncreated Being, the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ cannot be
separated from Him and from His love, even in the solemn issue of death.
Let this blessed word assure your hearts now before Him.

WHAT OF THE IMMEDIATE ISSUES FROM DEATH?

11. Corinthians iv. 14, to v. 9. Is there any further word? We may
have assurance also on that subject. But before we approach the appro
priate verses, notice how fitting to the case of our sister now departed
is the reference to the .. light affliction. but for a moment." How
protracted it must have seemed to you and to her. but God speaks
comparatively, and the comparison is with a .. far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory .. which, somehow, we may not know how and
yet we may be sure, the affliction .. worketh for us." Physical discipline

. in this life will not lose its reward in the life to come. And so there is
given us faith, as an additional sense. as of vision, and .. we look, not at
the things which are seen, but at the unseen, the eternal." Our sister
thus" looked" by God's grace and whenever it was my privilege to see
and speak with her it did seem. and now upon reflection it still does. that
though the outward man perished, the inward man was renewed day by
day. The inward man, that new nature created of God in righteousness,
and holiness of truth.

This passage certainly is not without its problems, but we are brought,
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as we proceed in the reading, to the expression of confidence, confidence
concerning the state of the believer when called away from this world.
Of this writes the apostle, we are confident that while at home in the
body we are absent from the Lord, and the reverse also is viewed with
equal confidence joined to willingness, to be absent from the body and to
be present with the Lord. To be absent is to be away from one's own
people or home, and to be present is to be among them and therefore at
home with the Lord. Surely, language could not be more simple and
clear. Nor, if Home means what it should mean, could we wish for our
loved ones, loved we them never so fervently, more than this that they
should be at Home. And the Home of the believer is " with the Lord."
The body is here regarded as a tabernacle or tent, a temporary home.
.. We know," writes the apostle, if it "'were dissolved," that is in death,
and thereby we are removed away from the body, we are at home with
the Lord. The tenant now has removed from the temporary mortal
dwelling. No longer does she look out of those windows, the eyes, or
speak or hear or move. The house is silent. The former occupant has
gone. Paul speaks elsewhere of a personal desire to " depart and to be
with Christ which is far better." To depart, that is to be unloosed and
so w sail away. Our sister has been released from a suffering body

. which she was permitted to tenant for long years, and what a happy
release it is for her now to be .. with Christ" and .. at home."

IMMEDIATE COMFORT.

I. Thessalonians iv. 13-17. This passage is stated to have been
written for the comfort of those bereaved, rather than for the anticipation
of death. It is for }Jour consolation and not for the departed one. She
is at Home with the Lord, and in that assurance you will find rest. But
is that the end? However blessed the release from the afflicted body,
and however thankfully you may say, .. The Lord gave and the Lord
hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord," there are human,
natural feelings of sorrow. It must be so. The Word of God does no!
rebuke the sense of bereavement or of sorrow as though it were the
expression of unbelief or weakness. It takes account of its naturalness,
and conveys strengthening sympathy. Christians bereaved do sorrow,
nor are they bidden do otherwise. The difference between their sorrow
and that of the world which knows not Christ nor the promises which
inspire hope, is that their sorrow is brightened by the light of hope. " Ye
sorrow not as the rest who have no hope."

THE BLESSED HOPE.- ,

The hope is the return in glory of the Saviour Himself. And how do
we possess it? This is not true only of matured experience, or advanced
spiritual knowledge. It is the simplest and most elementary statement we
could find: "If we believe that Jesus died and rose again "-profound
facts in simple words! What do they constitute, but the Gospel itself!
Do we believe the Gospel " that Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures, and that He was buried and rose again the third day according

• ./
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to the scriptures"? That is how Paul describes the Gospel. Do we.
then, so believe? Then ours is this blessed hope. The hope-which in
the Bible is always a word of utmost certainty, that when the Lord
Jesus Christ shall return from heaven, on the resurrection morning, His
people shall meet again. The passage is written concerning " them that
are asleep." We understand by contrasts. We are accustomed to taking
rest in sleep, but why do we speak of sleep? A moment's reflection
would supply the answer-because we expect to awake again. Our
loved dead are spoken of as being asleep because they are certain to
awake.

Then the great reunion in the presence of the Lord will take place.
The inference and, to me, the obvious intention of this statement, is t()
assure sorrowing believers of reunion with their departed in full recogni
tion of one another. .. We shall be caught up together with them . . •
to meet the Lord." The glorified state, of course, will be altogether
different from what it is in this mortality, for the Saviour for Whom we
look .. shall transfigure the body of humiliation and fashion it like unto
His glorious body," and" when we see Him we shall be like Him for
we shall see Him as He is," and as we all, who are Christ's, shall share
in the same transformation, and as all being like their Lord shall recognise
Him in His glory, so, surely, shall each recognise the other. This is our
comfort. .. Wherefore, comfort one another with these words."

.. No partings yonder and no sad goodbyes,
No pain, no sickness, and no weeping eyes;
The future bright, the past all understood,
We'll see that all the way He led was good."

You will remember your dear one as you knew her, and you knew her
as some of us never could. Yet the little acquaintance which it was ours
to have has left abiding impressions. What an intelligent grasp of divine
truth she had, how firmly rooted was she in the doctrines of grace, what
keen mental powers were hers, and all applied to the things of God in
His Word. She loved to talk of them, and to have others converse of
the same with her. Mine was that privilege on a few occasions, all tOG
few. And so at the end she could speak in the calmness of faith and
hope of her departure and of the prospect of the glory of which we have
been reading in the sacred Book.

We know that her assurance of eternal acceptance and blessedness was
not found in any of these fruits of her faith or the distinguishing charac
teristics which were hers in the providence of God, but llone in the merits
of the Lord Jesus Christ. She would have said:

" No works of merit now I plead,
But Jesus trust for all my need,
No righteousness in me is found,
Except upon redemption ground.'" ..

And it is to Christ alone that we also must look, and she would have
had us look. As we do so shall we not each find strong consolation and
good hope through grace?

>... -'.,,i;:..'~

•



The Gospel Magazine 127

THE CONDITION OF THE DEPARTED
1 SAY, without fear of contradiction, that there is an unhappily common
fashion of speaking well of the condition of an who have departed this
life. It matters little, apparently, how a man has behaved while he
lived. He may have given no signs of repentance, or faith in Christ;
he may have been ignorant of the plan of salvation set forth in the
Gospel; °he may have shown no evidence whatever of conversion or
sanctification; he may have lived and died like a creature Without a soul.
And yet, as soon as this man is dead, people will dare to say that he is
•• probably happier than ever he was in this life"! They win tell you
complacently, they .. hope he is gone to a better world." They will
shake their heads gravely and say they .. hope he is in heaven." They
win fonow him to the grave without fear and trembling, and speak of his
death afterwards as .. a blessed change for him."-THE LATE BISHOP
j. C. RYLE.

EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

From St. Ives: "I had a copy of the Gospel Magazine sent to me this
week, and to-day I have sent off a subscription for the year. I felt I must
write and tell you how I appreciated this number."

From Dulton: "The Magazine has been in our home over sixty years.
Each month I look forward to its truthful readings in these sad days of
declension and error."

From Hampshire: "I like Mr. Ormiston's sermons. I read them to our
people when we have no minister."

From Birmingham: "May God be pleased to give the various writers of
the Magazine the glorious anointing of His Holy Spirit."

From Auckland, N.Z.: "We still enjoy the Gospel Magazine and its
faithful tea"hing, and are only sorry we cannot interest more persons to
read it. The English Churchman, too, we find very interesting. It keeps
us up to date in regard to Anglo-Catholicism, and we take particular note of
any reports of, or references to the C.I.Mo and the B.C.M.S. We pass the
English Churchman on to a staunch Low Churchman, and he told us
recently that he hands it on to a C. of E. clergyman."

From Blackheath, Birmingham: "I read with much pleasure the January
., Family Portion" and" Wayside Notes," and desire to thank God for the
wonders of His matchless grace manifested to unworthy sinners such as we
are"

Frpm Atherton, Manchester: "We appreciate more than ever the contents
of the Magazine in these days of declension and departure from the Truth.
We particularly valued the 'Family Portion' and 'Wayside Notes' for
January, and would like to testify to their helpfulness in a time of sore trial."

From Glasgow: "I enjoy the Gospel Magazine exceedingly. .. I do
like the spirit which loves God's true people outside one's own denomina
tion."

From Lytham: "Our beloved father (Mr. Consens) died last July, aged
91. He so loved the Magazine, counting it next to his Bible, that I felt I
must write and tell you. To us he was a wonderful example of a bright
Christian, and we pray that we may ever follow his example."

From Clevedon: "It is so nice having the Magazine monthly now, and I,
like others, so much enjoy the articles."

~,-'
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SMOOTH-SPOKEN THEOLOGY
I CAN find no Scriptural foundation for that smooth-spoken theology
which pleases so many in these days, and according to which everybody
will get to heaven at last. I believe that there is a real devil. I believe
that there is a real hell. I believe that it is not charity to keep back from
men that they may be 105t.-THE. LATE. BISHOP]. C. RYLE..

THREE CANNOTS
SORROW cannot make atonement for sin.

Reformation makes no atonement for sin.
Formality cannot make atonement for sin.
The blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse away all our sins.

-THE. LATE. BISHOP J. C. RYLE..
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