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OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

Cl Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORI!'cTHIANS i. 4.

THE THIEF ON THE CROSS

~'And he said unto Jesus) Lord) remember me when thou comest into

thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee,

Today shalt thou be with me in paradise."-LuKE 23 : 42, 43.

THE "Thief on the Cross It-as he IS usually called-affords a
striking example of Sovereign Grace m the salvation of a smner.
Bishop Hall in the seventeenth century wrote of him in his
Contemplations as follows:

"0 Saviour, what a precedent is this of Thy free and power
ful grace! Where Thou wilt give, what unworthiness can bar
us from mercy? W hen Thou wilt give, what time can
prejudice our vocation? Who can despair of Thy goodness,
when he, that in the morning was posting towards hell, is in
the evening with Thee in Paradise?
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"Lord, he could not have spoken this to Thee, but by'Thee
and from Thee. \Vhat possibility was there for a thief to think
of Thy kingdom, without Thy Spirit? That good Spirit of
Thine breathed upon this man, breathed not upon his fellow:
their trade was alike, their sin was alike, their state was alike,
their cross alike; only Thy mercy makes them unlike; one is
taken, the other is refused. Blessed by Thy mercy in taking
one! Blessed by Thy justice in leaving the other! Who can
despair of that mercy? Who can but tremble at that justice? "

Palestine was infested with brigands at that time, and this man
was one of them-a (( brigand/' a murderous robber, not just a
"thief." The record of him is given only by Luke, and it is Luke
who records of the robber or brigand Barabbas that he had been
cast into prison for a certain sedition made in the city, and for
murder." The man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho" fell
among robbers" (Luke 10: 30)-it was a road notorious for
brigandage, affording the robbers cover and retreat. It was such
a type of rough man who, by Divine grace, mercy sought and mercy
found.

1. HE WAS CONVICTED OF GUILT.

At first he joined in reviling the Lord Jesus. It was usual for
those who were being crucified to utter imprecations on all around.
This man had but a few hours to live. and in that short time he
was brought to a sense of guilt. He heard the words of Jesus:
" Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." Perhaps
in the light of the holiness of Jesus, he felt his own guilt and sinful
ness in the sight of God. When the other malefactor joined in
railing upon Jesus, this man, " answering him," rebuked him, saying,
Dost thou not fear God, seeing thou art in the same condem-:1ation?
And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of our deeds"
(verses 40, 41).

Have we been brought to such self-abasement?

II. HE WAS DRAWN TO THE LORD JESUS.

How quickly Divine Grac2 taught him!

" And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou
comest into Thy kingdom" (verse 42).

He had learned that Jesus was innocent, sinless-" this man hath
done nothing amiss." He had faith in a dying Jesus. More than
that, he had a new-born faith in Jesus as a King. And so he soeght
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mercy and grace: "Lord. remember me when Thou comest into
Thy kingdom." He committed himself into the hands of the Lord
Jesus.

William Cowper wrote:

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins;

.And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;

And there have I, though vile as he,
Washed all my sins away!

Ill. HE RECEIVED AN IMMEDIATE ASSURANCE.

Though the Lord Jesus was in agony, He gave an immediate
answer to the brigand's request. To make it more assuring He put
a co Verily JJ on it. What fulness there was in the Lord's gracious
words! The promise was not for some shadowy distant time, but
for fJhat day. It was a not vague hope, but a personal assurance
the man would be with the Lord. It was fulness of joy-Paradise,
not Purgatory. How such Grace must have cheered him!

For the Lord's people, convicted of their own sinfulness and guilt,
resting alone upon the Saviour for pardon and forgiveness, there is
" no condemnation" (Rom. 8 : 1). When called from this earthly,
sinful life, they shall be "absent from the body, present with the
Lord JJ (2 Cor. 5 : 8).

On the gracious call of the brigand John Newton wrote the
following lines:

Sovereign grace has power alone
To subdue a heart of stone;
And the moment grace is felt,
Then the hardest heart will melt;

When the Lord was crucified,
Two transgressors with Him died;
One, with vile, blaspheming tongue,
Scoff'd at Jesus as He hung.
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Thus he spent his wicked breath
In the very jaws of death;
Perish'd, as too many do,
With the Saviour in his view.

But the ·other, touch'd with grace,
Saw the danger of his case;
Faith received to own the Lord,
Whom the scribes and priests abhorred.

"Lord," he prayed, "remember me,
When in glory Thou shalt be ! "
" Soon with Me," the Lord replies,
" Thou shalt rest in paradise."

This was wondrous grace indeed,
Grace vouchsafed in time of need!
Sinners, trust in Jesus' Name,
You shall find Him still the same.

But beware of unbelief,
Think upon the hardened thief;
If the gospel you disdain,
Christ, to you, will die in vain.

THE LATE MRS. FULLEYLOVE

WE learn from Dudley that Mrs. Fulleylove, ag-ed 92, passed away
on February 4th at the home of her niece. She could not see to
read herself, but used greatly to enjoy having The Gospel Magazine
read to her. She had been a Sunday School teacher for over forty
years, taking an adult class until she was over eighty.

EDITORIAL

RECEIVED, with many thanks: Rev. H. R. H. Hill; Pastor B. S.
Brunning; Rev. T. Pittaway; Miss R. Cowell; Dr. L. M. Houghton;
Miss J. Alexander; Mr. F. Coxon; Mr. F. Naylor; Pastor H.
Salkeld; Foreign Aid Society; Miss L. Ormiston; Mr. VV. J.
Latham; Mr. A. T. Tasker.
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c. For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace

and glory: no good thing will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly/~-PsALM 84: 11.

SOME forty-six years ago I was privileged to give a brief memoir
of a dear lad, under the title" The Wonders and Glories of Grace,"
and the account was so richly enjoyed by a dear man of God in
Brighton (Mr. Hunt, deacon at Galeed, under the late Rev. J. K.
Popham) that he had five hundred printed in booklet form, that
they might be distributed where probably The Gospel Magazine
did not reach. And now, by our dear Editor's permission, I am
rehearsing the same on behalf of this present generation.

In a brief but blessed visit to our dear friends in the Lord, amid
the lovely Yorkshire moors. when the theme of our converse was,
I trust. for the most part of Him Whom we loved and we realised
to our hearts' joy and satisfaction how (( Jesus Himself" drew near
(as He ever does, delighting to hearken when His people are drawn
by the Holy Spirit to speak wc:ll of Him), and He, in anticipation of
thc:ir need, "expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning Himself"; it was in such converse, which savoured
sweetly of Immanuel, that I was deeply interested in hearing,
from the lips of these beloved sisters in the Lord, the account of the
wonders of grace manifested in a very marked degree in a dear
lad known to them, and whose short life's history was so intensely
interesting to them.

And, while it is in conscious, very conscious, weakness and
inability in myself to write anything that should be acceptable in
the sight of an all-seeing God, it is in utter dependence upon the
Holy Spirit's guidance, teaching and blessing that I have under
taken to give a brief outline of the life of one who was so eminently
a trophy of sovereign grace and distinguishing mercy.

"THE WORST Boy IN Y--"

George Herbert Illingworth was said to be "the worst boy in,
Y--." His parents had little or no regard for their poor boy
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and even less for his religion. Thus their children were allowed to'
bring themselves up as best they could; and, being « born in sin and
shapen in iniquity," George soon followed the natural bent of his
depraved inclinations, chose sinful pleasures and associations, and
was soon drawn into every snare and vice imaginable.

Thus the days sped on in the life of poor George, until one day
(as he afterwards related) he was arrested by the words, whilst still
at his work, « If you go on like this,. you will end in hell!)) No one
was near, he was alone in the workshop, and he was convinced that
no human voice had spoken the solemn words. It disturbed him,
and he could ~et no rest, neither could he forget the words, try as .
he would.

He sought advice from a fellow workman, who advised him to
go to the Salvation Army, and he joined their ranks. Subsequently
this was the link used of the Great First Cause of all events in the
chain of Divine Providence to bring about His everlasting purpose
of grace in the career of this dear lad. who was soon to be dissatisfied
with anything short of a Divine ren·lation of Christ speaking to his
heart. « I am thy Salvation.)j

A KNOCK AT A DOOR

It was whilst as a young recruit in the ranks of this" Army" that
he was sent out to collect for them during what is termed their
" Self-denial Week." In going from house to house on his errand,
he found his way to the door of these t\vo elect ladies. who were to
be, so unconsciously, the instruments in God's hand of leading this
dear lamb .into the Great Shepherd's fold.

Oh, the wonder-working sovereignty of our God! What little
things in His hand can bring about great and everlasting results!
« Who hath despised the day oj small things?)' Nay, is anything
small in His sight, as touching the vast, eternal destiny which is to
bring in every elect vessel of mercy?

God's methods of salvation are not to propose, but call by grace.
He knows all sinners in their unregenerate state as « dead in tres
passes and sins," and He knows that, ere they can turn to Him and
seek His salvation, the Lord, the Spirit of Might and Life and
Power,must proclaim to those dry bones that wondrous word
"LIVE! " ere they can stand upon their feet and respond to His
call. Thus it is with every elect vessel of mercy: "For thus the
eternal counsel ran, Almighty grace arrest that man." And thus
it was with dear George Illingworth. « I being in the way, the
Lord led me to the house of my Master's brethren)} might be truly
written of him. .

He was aroused by those solemn words. They occurred again
and again as a monitor. He went about, as we all by nature do,
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"to establish a carnal religion for himself. But, thank God, grace IS
irresistible, all-powerful, all-conquering. Grace led the wandering
steps of this poor lad, and what mighty issues hung upon that
slender and unimportant thread in the eternal purpose of our God r
How little did he suppose, nor those who were afterwards to be his
best earthly friends, that a call at their door on that Sabbath
morning, begging for alms, should of His matchless skill and wisdom
bring about a matter which will take all Eternity to fill with endless
cause for praise!

"WILL You TEACH ME? ~~

A kriock at their front door, so unusual on the Sabbath and at
such an hour, was desgined to be the secondary cause of our dear
friend opening the door herself!

And what did she see? A poor, wretched, ill-fed, dirty lad, clad
(as she afterwards learned) in his father's coat. He was begging,
but not for himself. He was colIecting contributions for the
Salvation Army tea.

Pity was drawn out for him, and an inner prompting to invite him
in and « expound unto him the way of God more perfectly/~ and
the need of the Lord's sovereign work in and for him, to be
evidenced ere he could" work for God." the" fruit unto holiness"
coming from the Divinely implanted r~ot of Divine life. The lad
listened earnestly, and soon won her and her dear friend's heart by
saying, oh, so pleadingly, « Will you teach me? I want to be right.H

A subsequent arrangement was arrived at that he should come
to them one evening each week for instruction in the Word of
God, and I know not who was the more eager for more recurring
evenings, the young learner or his teachers: but this I know, it was
a time made passing sweet ofttimes in their experience as they
watched the opening of that little bud of grace, and knew there
was rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over yet another
repentant returning sinner.

For some weeks they found it very hard, seeing the poverty of the
dear lad, to withhold from him food and clothing. But they were
graciously and all-wisely guided not to hold out any secondary
attraction, and here is another proof of the all-sufficient attractive
power of the everlasting Gospel, for what else was there to draw
him there, and to give them to watch, with delighted and sacred
joy, the evident thirst after the things of God in that dear young
seeker?

Regularly, as the appointed evening came round, George
appeared, and rapidly improved in his outward appearance. If
he could'not dress better, he would at least be clean, and oh, what
a bright, happy face greeted the ladies as week by week" the old,
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old story of Jesus and His love" was told so simply, so scripturally,
that this "little one" in the power of the Holy Spirit's working
could receive it with delight.

As it ever does, grace refined and moulded his character, and
George improved in every way very markedly. His manner was
gentle, and remarkably grateful. He tried hard to improve himself
in reading and writing, and even to teach himself arithmetic and
geography; whilst I have beside me many precious outlines of the
Bible lessons those ladies gave him and which were evidently much
blessed to his hungering soul.

There are also some simple hymns composed by himself. The
poetry may be somewhat crude, but the Gospel-breathings are
sweet· and sound. One:

"I need Thee, gracious God, this hour,
M y strength is growing weak,"

was evidently written under physical weakness (for he was a delicate
lad) and breathes a sweet desire for the power of Christ to rest upon
him, that, through Him, he might vanquish all that would oppose
his walking consistently in the narrow way.

Most of the Bible lessons given by the ladies were committed to
paper, that he might refresh his memory by their re-perusaL and
go to show how truly scriptural and ofttimes deeply doctrinal were
these dear friends' lessons to their young charge, and how evidently
and markedly he grew in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

A DIFFICULTY

One matter began to be a difficulty. He found that his two dear
ladies did not go to any place of worship regularly, and neither
could they recommend him to go where a yea-and-nay Gospel was
the adulterated food given to poor, needy, helpless, hungering souls.

"As living souls are fed,
Oh! feed me, or I die,"

was their cry in their deep yearning after the means of grace. But
God's sheep, by Divine and distinguishing grace, are made to
" hunger and thirst after righteousness," and they know when true
pasturage is found to their souls' delight and satisfaction. Husks
will not do for such. They are looking and longing for that" true
Bread from Heaven," and free-will and free-grace teaching can
never mingle.

George observed all this, and in conversation one day discovered
that; if they were living some few miles away at B--. or L-.-,

(they could attend in either town a little cause of truth, where fre;e
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and sovereign .grace was fully proclaimed, and a precious Christ
exalted. although they would have preferred. could they have had
their choice, to attend the services of the Established Church, in
which they had been brought up. The next Lord's Day he was
up and off betimes, and without breakfast, a walk of seven miles
to L-- to reach the favoured corner in Christ's vineyard, arriving
there in time for the morning service and getting back again to his
friends' house in time for the usual Sunday afternoon Bible-reading.

He recalled in deep gratitude that morning, when, for the first
time in his life, he heard the everlasting Gospel proclaimed from
one of God's sent ministers. He was a stranger there to the preacher
and congregation, and they to him; but amongst that worshipping
flock he was gathered" in spirit and in truth," and as they sang
that precious hymn of Hart's,

"Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,"

it was made a great blessing to him. His dear friends about this
time provided him with a copy of Gadsby's hymns, and against
many of them was found in the dear lad's handwriting, " Precious."

WALKED SIX MILES

Mr. John Booth, who was to be the imtrument in God's hand of
building him up in the faith of God's elect, writes: "About this
time he (George) had fo remove to L-- on account of his work,
and; being within five or six miles of our chapel at B--, he came
there regularly." (Mark the thirst after Divine realities, dear
reader). A walk of five or six miles in all weathers, with a very
delicate constitution, was thought nothing by this dear lad, that he
might hear the preaching of the unsearchable riches of Christ. In
his handwriting on half a sheet of paper, to his dear kind friends,
and doubtless referring to some happy season about this time, is the
following:

"The first lesson was from Revela tion 19, and the text
Isaiah 63: 1. In course of sermon he illustrated Ezekiel
25 : 12-14 verses, and Psalm 137 : 7, 8. The text was quoted
under four heads, viz. : (1) Admiration: (2) Glory; (3) Majesty;
(4) Omnipotence; the first being quoted and explained in the
morning. He is a powerful preacher, and it is quite a treat to
listen to him. Miss R-- is good to bring me a lot of Gospel
Standards to read. I am quite well in bcdy at present. The
LOl~d is very good to me, who am but a mass of filth and
iniquity, the Lord alone being my only hope and salvation.
Please let me know how you both are. My love, and may the
Lord bless you abundantly. George."

How true it is (( none teacheth like Him." Take into considera
tion, dear read~r, his youth, his but recent depraved associations, a
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prey to almost every evil habit, a frequenter of low theatres and of
dens of evil; spending his Sabbaths, breaking the holy command..
ments, drinking, in evil conversation, and reading bad literature,
and then the above letter of perhaps. sixteen or twenty months after
his call by grace. How wonderful are the works of our God, and
truly His ways are past finding out!

ILLNESS

Again, in January, 1898, from two letters written at that time
I am able to cull in his own handwriting to his dear friend and
counsellor, Miss Y--:

"Dear Madam,-Just a few lines to say I am not at all well.
I have very severe pains in my body, and I have been nearly
blind, not being able to read at all on Saturday. I went to the
hospital that day, and, after waiting four hours, the doctors
said they couldn't do me the least good, as the mischief had
been done in my childhood; but they told me to come every
Thursday, which means a day off every week from my work.
I have asked the Lord's guidance in this matter, and I trust He
will show me what to do, for what with severe pains in my
body and ear, and the weakness of my eyesight, I do need Him
to help me. I went to Zoar Chapel, B--, on Sunday, and
enjoyed the preaching very much. I hope you will continue to
write to me, as your letters arc so comforting. Thanking you
for all your kindness to mc, I remain, yours sincerely, G.
Illingworth."

Ten days after this letter he again addressed his kind and
interested friends:

" Dear Madam,-Just a few lines to say how I got on at the
Infirmary on Thursday. I have been suffering very much with
pains in my head and body, and feel quite broken up in health.
I don't want to complain; for I am assured that, if it is His
will, He will not leave me comfortless, but will use me to His
own' glory. Bless His Holy Name, which is above all others.
I often wonder how it would be if I had no Saviour to go to."

As far as he was enabled, he attended Zoar Chapel, and was
tenderly received in their hearts' affections by the pastor and his
flock. Doubtless some of these dear people hav,e heard that word,
"Inasmuch/' unto deep joy and gratitude that their gracious
Heavenly Father guided them to show kindness to one, a stranger.
From September, 1897, until the second month of 1898, so far as
his health allowed, George became a regular hearer of the Gospel,
and markedly grew in grace, and requested baptism and church
membership. )
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"\Then the esteemed pastor heard his testimony and experience,
young as he was, he saw no barrier to receiving him into church
fellowship.' I refer the reader to Mr. Booth's own words: "I laid
the matter before the church. The result was that he came before
the church on the last Lord's Day in April, and seemed very much
helped in telling the people what the Lord had done for his soul.
I baptised him on the following Sabbath, and he wrote to his
friends during the following week:

'Dear Madam,-I write these few lines to say I am quite
well at present. The Lord has been very good to my soul,
allowing me the privilege of baptism and the Lord's Supper.
The devil was very hard on harassing my poor soul, and toward
the close of the morning service almost overwhelmed me, but,
blessed be God, He delivered me from the claws of Satan, and
in the afternoon and evening He \vas very precious. I have
been looking forward to receiving those lessons you promised
by post on the Word of God. Pleasc, ma'am. start me at once.
I read all Proverbs early on Sunday morning, getting up at
six o'clock. May the dear Lord blcss you in your labour of
love is the earnest wish of your-Gcorge."

SUDDEN DEATH

A few days later he was taken ill at his lodgings, and, as the
medical man treated .it lightly, neither his pastor nor his devoted
friends away were apprised of it until too late!

The dear lad passed away almost suddenly in the end, and ere
the congregation gathered together for the commemorative feast
of the doing and dying of their precious Lord. for the first time since
George had gathered with them that day month, he was for ever
feasting at the banqueting table above, without a veil between. He
had gone in unto the King. He had seen the glorious Emmanuel,
and had cast his crown before the Throne, singing "Thou art
worthy."

He was heard to repeat and sing, (( Jesu, Lover of my soul/"
in those dying hours, and doubtless Jesus was made unspeakably
near and precious to him at that solemn hour of need, dying as he
did alone and without a single friend near. This was their comfort
that Jesus Himself drew near and was with him, for it was a great
grief to think that he should have been apparently left when, had
they known or had the slightest intimation of the serious state the
dear lad was in, then would have tenderly ministered to him. All
that could be done was lovingly rendered as their last act of service,
as they, assisted by the kind friends at Zoar Chapel, tenderly fetched
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his redeemed dust home, arid laid hitnto rest in the cemetery near
them, there to await the archangel's call.

" A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING"

Dear reader, your heart has doubtless gone out in adoring
gratitude durin~ the perusal of this sacred little narrative. You
have said, « Nothing is too hard for the Lord'~ Who saves (( unto
the uttermost." You have seen Him true to His own glorious
declaration, « Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out,"
and you have ~loried in that kin~ly, mighty, sovereign salvation
which admits of no contingency, no addition of proud yet fallen
nature. but which spake with a voice that awoke that dead sinner
and made yet one more ransomed and redeemed sinner hear and
love. It is yet another prcof of that wondrous stoop of love and
mercy which came low enou~h to pick up such an one as poor
George from the rubbish of the Fall. deliver him from the pit of
corruption, and make him a polished jewel to adorn Immanuel's
crown. Truly is not this « a brand from the burning" and a trophy
of rich, sovereign, free ~race, which reached a Manasseh, a Mary
Magdalene, a dying thief (and your and my hearts say, in adoring
gratitude lost in wonder and praise, and me)!

May this little narrative encourage us concerning dear ones for
whose eternal salvation wc may have been pleading for many years.
May it likewise encourage us in obeying the Divine command.
(( In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not
thy hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this
or that, or whether they both shall be alike good" (Eccles. 11 : 6).
The eternal seed of the Word of Life must take root and grow
and fructify in prepared hearts, and this is our comfort and
encouragement as we seek to « sow beside all waters," leaving results
with our God and to His own glory.

It will show us also how we need to heed the Word: « Be not
forgetful to entertain strangers; for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares" (Hebrews 13: 2). Little did those two gracious
elect ladies think that, in that poor beggar they had before them
on that Sabbath morning, there stood an heir to glory! How grate
ful, doubtless, they were for that Divine guidance which prompted
them to show kindness to one a stranger then to grace. What
momentous results hang on a single thread in the hand of
Omnipotence! And that hand has power, all power in Heaven and
earth, and He is ever wielding that power in unhurried majesty,
« saying to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back;
bring my sons from afar, and my daughters from the ends of the
earth; even everyone that is called by My Name: tOT I have created
him for My glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him ,.,
(Isaiah 43 : 6, 7).
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GROWTH IN GRACE

The growth in grace in this dear lad was very rapid, and this was
marked by the two dear ladies who had so earnestly watched for
his soul. They told me that, some time after they realised George
was being taught of the Holy Spirit, they asked him if he would
offer prayer, and it was a wonderful prayer, when they considered
the poor illiterate lad and how touchingly he begged the Lord to
bless those two dear ladies who had shown kindness to him.

The last time he visited them was Easter Sunday, and they kept
him for tea. After tea they sang some hymns, and my friends noted
how George chose those about Heaven. After he had IcfL they
remarked together how he seemed to be growing in grace, and his
whole demeanour was subdued and spiritual.

They learned that afterwards, when for the first time he offered
prayer at the weekly prayer-meeting at Zoar Chapel, and he gave
cut hymn 1104 in Gadsby's selection:

" Convinced as a sinner, to Jesus I come,
Informed by the Gospel for such there is room;
O'erwhelmed with sorrow for sin will I cry,
Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I."

Truly and blessedly was the promise fulfilled in early calling this
dear Youth Home to his eternal inheritance. that He Who has
said He will give grace, likewise gives glory' to His own eternal
praise. R.

~

t~ ~erlnOn~ al11) ~ote!) of ~ermon6.

THE BRAZEN SERPENT

AN OLD TESTAMENT TYPE

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOLjBY
THE LATE REv. JAMES OR~IISTON, RECTOR.

"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of Man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life."-JOHN 3 : 14, 15.

PART I.
" AND as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness"-the Old
Testament miracle referred to by the Lord Jesus Christ in this
place, and recorded in the 21st chapter of the book of Numbers, .
has proved now for upwards of eighteen hundred years to be a very

. special, helpful illustration when the Gospel of God's grace has
been preached.



110 The Gospel Magazine .

We have, you see, the highest authority for our interpretation of
the type, the healing of the serpent-bitten Israelites in God's own
appointment the uplifting of the brazen serpent by the hand of
Moses that the bitten ones might look upon the symbol, look at it
and be healed. The Lord Jesus shows us that these things were
Divinely intended to prefigure the Gospel way of salvation.

THE SIMPLICITY OF THE FIGURE

Let us bless His holy Name for the simplicity of this figure,
illustration, or type as we may truly call it. Now we observe the
Lord's methods, His methods of teaching poor sinners the way of
salvation, that they were always simple because the great absorbing
object of His visit to us was to reveal things, not to make them
mysterious but to interpret mysteries that they might be mysteries
no longer.

Just the very opposite policy and line are adopted by false
teachers; their great purpose is to mystify the simple things of God,
thereby reversing altogether God's thoughts, plans, and purposes.
Look, for instance, what a mystery men have made of the Lord's
Supper, than which there is not a more simple ordinance of the
Gospel. We only find that ordinance mentioned in one of the
twenty-one inspired Epistles, yet we see what an objective necessity
men, false teachers, have made of the ordinance. I suppose there
is no greater mystery connected with the false religions that are
prevalent at the present time than the so-called" mystery of the
altar." Now the Lord Jesus, in the same night that He was
betrayed, simply took bread from off the table around which they
had just been supping, and He took the wine-cup which contained
some of the wine of which they had been drinking when they
celebrated the Paschal feast, and He taught His handful of believing
followers that this bread and wine simply, as in a figure, represented
the body and the blood He would shortly offer in sacrifice for the
sins of men. He bade them to do this in remembrance of His
sacrifice, the once for ever offered and once for ever accepted,
therefore never needing to be repeated, not needing to be con
tinued. That is the key-note, remember, of the Lord's Supper
when it is rightly understood. The key-note word of the whole
ordinance is, "It is finished," therefore praise the Lord, therefore
give thanks with the heart· and with the understanding. "I t is

.finished."

Now, I say, all the teaching of the Lord was so simplt.;. It takes
a great mind to make deep truths simple. It takes God's mind tq
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make God's deep things simple, and the Lord Jesus Christ came
out of the bosom of the Father privy to His deepest thoughts, and
being Himself the Wisdom of God He was able to make those deep
thoughts, plans, and purposes of the Divine mind simple, even to
new-born babes through grace.

And this is the simple illustration or type He takes from the Old
Testament Scriptures. He always delighted to honour His Father's
written Word, and then there were but the Old Testament Scrip
tures extant. He delighted, I say, to honour the written Word of
His Father, and therefore in teaching Nicodemus, in this third of
John, the way of salvation, He turned him to the twenty-first of
Numbers and expounded to him the spiritual meaning of that event,
the healing of the serpent-bitten Israelites in the wilderness. "As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so mutt the Son
of man be lifted up."

THE ESSENCE OF HIS SACRIFICE

He refers here to His crucifixion, nor to that only but to the
whole sacrifice that He would by crucifixion present to the Father.
The death of Christ is emphasised in these New Testament Scrip
tures as being the most shameful of deaths. The manner of the
dying of the Lord Jesus, however, is not an essential aspect of His
sacrifice. The essential aspect of Christ's sacrifice is that He
poured out His own most real life into the hands of an offended
Justice-that is of the essence of the sacrificial work of Christ, that
He poured out His soul even unto death. Had He not died on
the cross He had not redeemed His people from their sins. Had
He not died on the cross, the sins imputed to Him had remained
upon Him, and He had never by the righteousness of God been
suffered to ascend upon high, and take His seat at the right hand
of the Divine Majesty. He depended for the essence of His saq-i
fice on His shedding His precious blood even unto death.

ITS NECESSITY

" Must be lifted up," He says here. It is not a mere future of
the verb" to lift up," as though it read, "Even so will the Son of
man be lifted up "-that is not it. It is not a prediction merely, an
event to take place, that it is; but it is the declaration of a pre
existing purpose, plan, design, necessity. "Even so must the Son
of man be lifted up." Why must? Because, I have already hinted
it, the eternal mind had settled that thus it should be.

And thus indeed, let me say, morally it must be, for God could
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not' save a single sinner without judging that sinner's sin to the
uttermost, otherwise He had compromised His justice, otherwise
He had sacrificed His Name to be the eternally Righteous One.
There is a moral necessity traceable in the dying of the Lord Jesus
in order to the saving of sinners. The necessity is found in this,'
that God must by His own righteousness judge sin somewhere, either
in the person of him who committed it, or in a substituted person,
and the substituted person must be a perfect person, otherwise he
would need first to offer for his own sin, as Aaron had to do in his
High Priesthood as a type of Christ. Because he was a sinner
himself he had on the great Day of Atonement first to offer a
typical sacrifice for his own sins. and then he was qualified, cere
monially, to offer for the sins of others. ceremonially. Of course,
the blo~d of bulls and of goats could t~ke away neither the sin of
Aarcn. nor the sin of any other Israelite. Impossible that the blood
of beasts" on Jewish altars slain, could give the guilty conscience
peace, or wash away to stain "-impcssible. But still it mvst be
either in the person of the sinner, or in the Person of the perfect
Sub~titute that the sin is judged. if there is to be escape from the
wrath to come. And so the Lord Jesus laid down His lif2.

This is dogma, and I am not ashamed of that word. I contend
that the Gospel from first to last is dogma, and that you cannot
preach the Gospel without being dogmatic. The e~sential truths of
the Gospel are doctrines as well as facts. and that is it which
constitutes the Gospel's solidity. which constitutes the Gospel a thing
indestructible. The principles are righteousness, and righteousness
endureth for ever. I say here is dogma taught and insisted upon by
the Lord Jesus Christ, the necessity of the atonement for sin, and
that in His own spotless Person" the Son of man must be lifted up."

THE PERSON OF THE SUBSTITUTE

Now we are directed to the Person of the Uplifted One. We are
directed to the spotless Person of the Substitute. This is the Son of

. man. Our minds have been for the past month a good deal directed
to this aspect of the Son of man. Sonship, as He is the Son of man
yet inseparable from His Divine Sonship, the Eternal Sonship-He
always was the Son of God, is and ever will be Son of God, that is
the Eternal Sonship; but the Manhood of Christ, the Man Christ
Jesus (which is more than Manhood) the Man Christ Jesus, Spirit,
and soul, and body, one Person. God and Man, He it is who must
be lifted up, for no other could take the place of the guilty and
bear away the guilt, none other than One equal with God on the
one hand, no robbery in Him to claim Godhead, equality of Deity
with the eternal Father, and able, on the other hand. 2S God
manifested in the flesh, to lay His hand on me, a poor sinner, a
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chief sinner. Such a High Priest became us. And so it is the Son
of man who must be lifted up. Christ Himself being Witness. Now
He says there is a likeness between the uplifting of the brazen
serpent in the wilderness and the uplifting of the Son of man in
order to the saving of sinners, who, through grace, should in due
course believe in Him unto eternal life.

" THE 'PEOPLE SPAKE AGAINST GOD"

We notice, in the first place, that when these Israelites were
bitten by these fiery serpents, it was in judgment that the thing
occurred; for, if we turn for a brief moment to the 21st of Numbers,
we have the sin of Israel declared. "The people spake against
God "-that was blasphemy. No one can speak against God and
escape the charge of being a blasphemer. Now here was a whole
nation, six hundred thousand, blasphemers, for Israel were
apparently, alas, of one mind in this thing. It was not the act of
one here and one there; it was a corporate and it was a national
sin, and, accordingly, God dealt with it on those grounds. God's
ways are equal whether He deal with an individual or with a nation.
And so it is said, "The people spake against God, and against
Moses," who was the servant of God and who was acting not in a
private capacity in his dealings with his brethren but in an official
capacity in the fulfilment of functions proper to an office into which
he did not initiate himself but into which God called him. as He
also called Aaron, Moses' brother. And so, when the people mur
mured against Moses, they murmured against the minister of God,
and they murmured against a Divine institution, and that was a
further sin.

Dear friends. both thcs? sins, I fear me, arc prevalent in our O'.vn
day, in our own land. and among our own people largely, blas
phemy and speaking against God, against God's Providences. It
often cuts me to the heart to hear people talk about God's weather
as though it was not always God's weather whatever it be, whether
it is sunshine or storm, and all His ways are perfect, and all His
works are worthy of Himself. It were far wiser, and certainly
becoming in us, were we more frequently silent than vocal about
this matter. Let us rather acknowledge God'f; hand in the sunshine
and in the storm, and remember that we are not worthy of the least
of all His mercies. Then we shall take the bitter with the sweet,
and the rough with the smooth, and the storm with the sunshine,
and we. shall be glad to know that He doeth all things well. I
merely drop that hint as I pause, and I say we must be careful lest
we speak against God.

(To be continued)
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~Ut !lloung ~Ollt~' ~age.

"THE HAPPY RAKE"

ACCORDING to my dictionary, a rake is" a dissolute, immoral man"
-not the kind of person whom we should usually think of as
happy! But that was the impression that lames Gardiner gave to
the other officers in his mess. He was a very high-spirited boy, full
of health and life, and ready for every kind of adventure. People
used to congratulate him on his good spirits, and envy him because
he never seemed to get depressed like other men. So they called
him" happy"; and, as to the second part of the description, it was 4111/1'

unfortunately too true. The young officer fought in duels, drank,
gambled, and swore; and he also took part in much other wicked
ness, such as King Solomon warned his son against in the Book of
Proverbs.

lames came of a long line of Scottish soldiers. His father, his
uncle, and his eldest brother, all died in battles or sieges; lames was
seven years old when news came of his brother's being killed at
Namur on his sixteenth birthday. These things only roused his
daring nature; soldiering seemed to him the only proper life for a
man, and before he was nineteen he had himself fought in several
battles. At Ramillies, fighting- under Marlborough, he had a
terrible wound, a bullet fassing into his mouth and out through the
back of his neck, close to his spine. But he recovered, and plunged
again into all the most unhealthy pleasures.

There does not seem to have been anybody at hand to say a word
of warning or remonstrance to this boy. But he was not really as
happy as he seemed. In spite of his never-failing cheerfulness and
merriment, lames felt miserably that he was in bondage, that he
was in the grip of Satan. You see, his mother was a Christian, and,
though he had brok~n away altogether from her influence, he
could not always silence the voice of conscience. He could not
entirely forget the Psalms and verses that his mother had made
him learn when he was little. He was too honest to pretend that
he did not believe that there is a God. He had no doubt that death
was the gate of either heaven or hell. And deliberately he chose
the broad way to destruction, with no desire to repent or to forsake
his sins.
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james was born in january, 1688. One evening in the middle of
July, 1719, there had been a gay party of young men, spending
the time in their usual way, drinking and indulging in dirty talk.
They separated about eleven. james had "a criminal appoint
ment" for midnight-I quote his biographer-so he had just an
hour to fill in. Looking round for something to do, he remembered
having seen among his things a tract that his mother must have put
into his bag without his knowing. The title had amused him
" Christian Soldier: or Heaven taken by Storm." He thought the
attempt to use military terms in a tract would surely give him
something to laugh about. So he took it up to fill the empty hour.

What happened Gardiner never tried to explain. He only knew
that the mighty power of the Holy Ghost tore his soul from the
grip of Satan. To give the words of his biographer:

" He thought he saw an unusual blaze of light fall on the
book he was reading, which he first imagined might happen by
some accident in the candle. But lifting up his eyes, he appre
hended, to his extreme amazement, that there was before him,
as it were suspended in the air, a visible representation of the
Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross, surrounded on all sides with
a glory; and he was impressed, as if a voice, or something
equivalent to a voice, had come to him to this effect: '0
sinner! did I suffer this for thee? and are these the returns? ' "

Gardiner, shocked and astounded, sank back into his chair, hardly
daring to look up. But when next he opened his eyes the vision
was gone.

I expect what happened is that the young officer dropped asleep
over the reading of the tract, and that God spoke to him in a
dream, as we know He did long ago to .Jacob at Bethel and to
others. The explanation does not matter much; of the result there
could be no possible doubt. As Gardiner began to come back to
his senses, he got up and walked up and down the room, his whole
being in a state of 'tumult. U Undone,'~ like Isaiah when he saw
the King, the Lord of hosts-that is the word that best describes
Gardiner's condition. He felt as if he could drop down in agony,
seeing himself as the vilest thing in creation. How he hated and
loathed himself, ready to repent in dust and ashes. The holy
majesty of God was so revealed to him that he could not under
stand why he had not been struck dead in the midst of his awful
deeds: He felt that he deserved nothing else, and at first the
thought that forgiveness might be possible did not occur to him.

Gardiner returned to his duties when the night was over, and no
doubt he performed them mechanically, as most people do when a
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tremendous conflct is going on within the soul. He was moved to
the very depths by the conviction that he had been in such a state
of defiant rebellion against the God Who made him. and Who had
actually given His Son to die for him. For months this brought no
comfort at all; he thought it was impossible for him to escape eternal
condemnation.

But from that night when the Holy Spirit arrested the young
officer, he was a changed man. At once, and with all the strem~th

of his emotions, he hated and detested the pleasures which before
he had lusted after. It was extraordinary that he should be so
entirely deliv'ered at one blow. But he never had the slightest
temptation or inclination to indulge in the old ways. His mind was
absorbed with the conflict of thought that was going on. It was not
till after several months that he was delivered. Two verses in
Romans 3 were the key that unlocked his chains and set him free:

"''\Thorn God hath set forth to be a propitiation through
faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission
of sins; that He might be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus."

These words, illumined by the Holy Ghost. showed him there was
pardon even for him, that God could with justice forgive even the'
wickedest sinner who believed in Jesus. Oh! what a change!
Gardiner's whole heart was filled with the deepest love for his
Lord. Restored from despair, all his old buoyant cheerfulness
returned; and even when his first ecstasy had calmed down, he
scarcely ever knew any interruption of his heavenly joy.

Such a change in a man cannot be hidden, especially from near
companions. But Gardiner did not attempt to hide it. He boldly
confessed Christ before the men around him; though he found he
needed all his old courage to face the scorn and laughter and jokes
of his former friends. Remaining in the Army, he married a
Christian girl, the Lady Frances Erskine. They had thirteen child
ren in the nineteen years that followed, and were entirely happy
together in spite of many sorrows. They now made all their fricnds
amongst Christian Feople, and did all they could to spread the
Gospel.

Colonel James Gardiner died at the battle of Prestonpans in 1745,
fighting gallantly on behalf of the King to whom he had sworn
allegiance. He was deeply and widely mourned by the whole
body of Evangelical Christians in England and Scotland; and his
" Lifc" was written by Dr. Philip Doddridge.

DAMARIS.,
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IarotCGtant 1J5eacon.

OLIVER CROMWELL-THE PROTECTOR

117

THE conflicts which shook the British Isles in the middle of the
seventeenth century were~ in the main, a direct strug~le against
Popery. In that century there were two outstandin~ characters
Louis XIV of France, and Oliver Cromwell; the former representing
absolutism and papal tyranny; the latter, evangelical Protestantism
and liberty.

1. THE BIRTH OF OUVER. On the 25th April, 1599, whilst
Shakespeare was yet alive, and in the latter years of the reign of
Queen Elizabeth I, the wife of Robert Cromwell bore a son, who
was destined to do more than any of his contemporaries in con
tending for evangelical Protestantism, and in opposing the intrigues
of Rome. He was named Oliver. The family possessed certain
lands round Huntingdon, the family residence being Hinchin
brook House, on the left bank of the river Ouse, about half a mile
west of Huntingdon.

I!. OLIVER'S EARLY YEARS. In 1616, Oliver, at the age of
seventeen quittcd the banks of the Ouse and the home of his
boyhood. for the University of Cambridge, about fifteen miles from
Huntingdon, and entered Sidney Sussex College. \tVhen only
eighteen years old~ Oliver lost his father. In the same year his
maternal grandfather, Steward, died at Ely; and his mother found
herself at once fatherless and a widow~ left with six daughters and
an only son. Oliver ,returned no more to Cambridge, but took his
father's place at Huntingdon.

A few months later. Oliver proceeded to London to gain some
knowledge. of law. Among the families that he visited in London
was Sir James Bourchier's. This gentleman had a daughter,
Elizabeth, to whom, on the 22nd August. 1620, though only twenty
one years of age, Oliver was married at St. Giles' Church, Cripple
gate. He immediately returned with his wife to Huntingdon, and
settled down in the mamion of his fathers. The next ten years
were passed in s~clusion-yearswhich proved to be formative for

't his future life.

"It is in these years," says Carlyle." that we must place
what Oliver, with unspeakable joy, would name his conversion,
his, deliverance from the jaws of eternal death. Certainly a
grand epoch for a man; properly the one epoch..·. . He was
henceforth a Christian man, not on Sundays only, hllt on all
days, in all places, and in all cases."
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An important work, therefore~ was performed in Oliver during
the nine or ten' years of obscurity and ~eclusion that intervened
between his marriage and his obtaining a seat in Parliament. Milton
says of him:

"He had grown up in peace and privacy at home, silently
cherishing in his heart a confidence in God, and a magnanimity
well adapted for the solemn times that were approaching."

The accession of Charles I in 1625 had been hailed with pleasure.
But when the King gave England a papist Queen in the person of
Henrictta of France, the affection that had been entertained towards
him immediately cooled. Nor was it without a causc. In the
marriage contJract, drawn up under the eyes of the Pope, there were
several clauses favourable to the Romish faith. At the time when
Popery was thus reappearing at the court of England, the Gospel
was flourishing in the house of Oliver, who was occupied with his
Docks and fields, his children, and, above all, putting in practice the
commandments of God. Salvation was come to his house) and his
light shone before men.,

Ill. CROMWELL IN PARLIAMENT. On the 29th ]anuaI:Y, 1628,
WrIts were issued for a new Parliament, in which, on the 17th
~farch, Cromwell took his seat as NIember for Huntingdon. Crom
well complained that the bishops permitted, and even recommended,
the preaching of " flat Popery." "If these are the steps to church
preferment," exclaimed he, "what are we to expect?-What are we
to expect?)) asked Oliver; and this was, in truth, the great question
of the age. The re-establishment of Popery was the object of the
seventeenth century, and Cromwell's first public words were against
it.

The agitation of England continued to increase. Charles was
endeavouring to dispense with a Parliament. Laud, the Archbishop
of Canterbury, restored many of the practices of Popery.

Dr. Leighton, father of the celebrated archbishop of that name,
for publishing" An Appeal to the Parliament, or, Zion's Plea against
Prelacy," was condemned to pay a fine of £ 10,000, to be set in a
pillory at vVestminster and publicly whipped, to lose his ears, have
his nostrils slit, and his cheeks branded with the letters" S.S."
"Sower of Sedition"-a sentence that was executed in all its
severity. Amongst others who suffered similar physical mutilation
were Prynne, a barrister of Lincoln's Inn; Dr. Bastwick; and
Burton, a Puritan divine. In Scotland also the evil had reached a
great height. Charles wished to abolish Presbyterianism in that
country, and establish Laud's prelacy in its place, the sure way to
the restoration of Popery. .

~"-~,,,............-.:..-.;.,..
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In the midstof this agitation and mistrust, on the 1st November,
1641, an alarming report suddenly reached London. The Irish,
sheltering themselves behind the names of the King and Queen,
holding in one hand a commission they pretended to have received
from Charles, and bearing fire and sword in the other, were
ravaging the country with fearful desolation. The plot, contrived
with the greatest secrecy, had broken out in horrible massacres.

IV. CROMWELL AS SOLDIER. Cromwell was now forty-two years
old, and the father of six children. He was living quietly, like many
other good citizens and loyal subjects, who, as well as he, had never
thought of the profession of arms. But new times called for new
measures. Every day these men, who felt the truest affection for
their country, were disturbed in their homes in London, or in their
more tranquil rural retreats, by reports of the massacre of Protest
ants in Ireland, of the King's connivance at it, of his insincerity and
falsehood, of the punishments already inflicted on many of their
brethren, of the acknowledged Popery of the Queen, of the scmi
Popery of the King, of the persecutions in Scotland. the daily
banishment of the best Christians in the kingdom, and by other
signs and events no less alarming.

Oliver now exchanged his Parliamentary career for another that
had become more necessary. The Huntingdonshire yeoman, who
had given the Commons some proof of his eloquence, was about to
astonish the Army still more by his courage and genius. The success
of the Republican army was prodigious. "Oliver descendeel on
Irelanel," says Carlyle, "like the hammer of Thor; smote it, as at
one fel' stroke, into dust and ruin, never to unite against him more."

An extract from Cromwell's Declaration to the Popish prelates at
Clonmacnoise in 1649 reads: "Give us an instance of one man
since my coming into Irela~d, not in arms, massacred, destroyed,
or banished ... " It has ever been the design of Popish priests and
historians to controvert this truth.

V. WARNING FOR OUR DAYS. In our days, Rome is striving to
re-enter England by means of certain influences; then
it was through its kings. It was the misfortune and the crime of
the Stuarts to have rallied around Rome, and to have desired to
range their subjects under the same banner. Charles I was the
victim of this attempt; for Popery ever destroys both the princes and
the people who espouse it. Of this truth the Stuarts and the
Bourbons are memorable examples.

To quote from J. H. Merle D'Aubignc :

" If England desired in the present day, as her princes desired
in the seventeenth century, to restore Popery; if the number of
those unfaithful ministers, who abjure the Gospel for the Pope,
should multiply in her bosom; if that superstitious· madness
should spread to their congregations; if the heads of the church
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should continue to apostasise, and, instead of rescuing their
flocks, allow them to proceed towards the wolf that is waiting
to devour them; if the Government, not satisfied with granting
liberty to Popery, should encourage it still further by endowing
its seminaries, paying its priests, building its churches, and
restoring throughout Great Britain the power of the Roman
bishop . . . then would England probably be convulsed by a
crisis, different, it might be, from those which startled the reign
of Charles, but not the less formidable. Again the earth would
quake; again it would open to pour forth devouring flames.
On this account the study of that remarkable era, in which the
first conti!Jst took place, was never more necessary than in the
present day." F.C.

"EATING THE OLD BECAUSE OF THE NE''V "

age.

MOSES, by the inspiration of God, impressed upon his charge that
they must teach their children the commandments and the laws of
God: this, not in perfunctory manner, or only occasionally, but
continually as a matter of everyday life and interest.

"These words (Deut. 6: 6-8) which I command thee this
day shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thine house, when thou walkedst by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest 1I p."

Whether or not the children understood was not made·a con
sideration-although kindly recognised-« When thy son asketh
thee)) (Exodus 12 : 26; Joshua 4 : 21) he must have a true explana
tion. Things that have been in store from childhood come back in

EATING OLD STORE

The children of godly parents might happen to hear them remark
that some friend in the Gospel had been « eating the old because of
the new" (Lev. 26: 10). The children, nurtured in the atmos
phere of the language of Canaan (applied; I hope not misapplied),
would know that the friend had had a heart-warming sense of
God's saving mercy and goodness; he was eating the new-the
blessing that day received, either in the service of " the sanctuary"
-other means of grace-or from the Comforter Himself. Satisfied
with favour, he would call to mind former refreshings, when he
knew that all was forgiven, when hope was revived, strength
renewed, trust crowned: the whole" new man" rejoicing in God,
his Father, Saviour, Lord.

It might be said that the saints of God are as given to «eating'~

old afflictions because of new trials and perplexities. Asaph did so
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in Psalm 77; he wondered if God had forgotten to be gracious-why
were his complaints so heavy? But he rose from his heaviness
remembered God's works of old, His changeless goodness and truth
towards the sheep of His pasture.

THE LATE K~NG GEORGE VI

Asaph said that he would (( remember God's wonders of ola."
Many-sided they are, and some of them were called to mind, surely,
when our dear and good King was laid to rest. What wonder God
has done for us in time past-amazing su'ccours and deliverances
He has sent us. It seems a marvellous and long-suffering mercy
that, with the nation so godless and abandoned, the King con
sistently maintained and declared his reverence for the Bible as the
very Word of God and rule of life. Thus he honoured God, and in
his burial God honoured him.

We might wonder, if we " ate of old" and thought of past royal
obsequies, how large and long the procession was when (( all Judah
and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah, and Jeremiah lamented for him,
and the singing men and singing women lamented to this day.';!
They brought him from Megiddo to Jerusalem, and buried him in
his own sepulchre.

We are told of three kings who did evil in the sight of the Lord,
that, though buried in Jerusalem, they were not buried in the
sepulchres of the kings, while the chiefest of the sepulchres of the
sons of David waited for Hezekiah.

OTHER FUNERALS

Little had Jacob thought, as he laboriously tended the flocks, that
all Egypt would be stirred at his funeral. (( All the servants of
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of
Egypt . .. chariots and horsemen . .. a very great company . .. and
they mourned with a very sore lamentation."

But the lamentation would not be so heartfelt as that which
accompanied Stephen to his martyr grave. (( Devout men carried
Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him." What
a contrast to the case of the man mentioned in Ecclesiastes 6 : 3 : he
lived many years, had a hundred children, but his soul was not
filled with good, and he had no burial. Sad prediction about what
takes place all the time at present-" no burial."

"THIs NEW DOCTRINE"

When Paul was in Athens they asked him, " May we know what
this new doctrine whereof thou speake~t is?" New indeed it was
.to Paul when he was stopped on the way to Damascus. Now he
knew that it was more ancient than the hills: it dated from an
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eternal past: the angels desired to look into it; the prophets
prophesied about it; the Lord Jesus with His own lips taught it; it
enlightened the Apostles; it filled the Epistles. It will ever be new
to the quickened sinner, will never grow old though already ancient.
And may it be our blessing to hunger for the Bread of Life, and
" the old corn of the land."

FOLLOWER-ON.

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

AMONG the laws given by Jehovah to His ancient people was the
one contained in Leviticus 19 : 35 :

" Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in
weight, or in measure."

How clear and emphatic are the terms of this law, applicable not
only to the Jews, but to all peoples in every generation. In a
civilised community, one most necessary safeguard is an approved
and fixed standard for weights and measurements. Thus we find,
according to Exodus 30 : 13, that to the Israelites the shekel of the
Sanctuary was to be their standard for weight and value.

The importance of such a safeguard was recognised from early
times among other races. The ancient Egyptians had an elaborate
system of their own, with the object of emuring a just balance. In
England during the early Saxon period, a similar system had
developed, which later on was improved and extended by King
Alfred. At the present time, the Standards Department of the
Board of Trade holds a very important place in the economy of our
nation. Under the charge of this Department, two primary
" Standards" are kept, the one known as the "gunmetal yard"
and the other the" platinum pound." These are held in a specially
conditioned vault, and four identical copies of each are deposited
at the Houses of Parliament, the Royal Mint, and the Royal Society
of London. Thus we see what jealous regard is shown in our own
country for the preservation of a just weight and a true measure.

In these days, when there is such evidence of spiritual and moral
.decay in our professedly Christian land, there is undoubtedly much
to cause deep concern and sorrow of heart among those who truly
fear God. On the other hand, our urgent prayers for Divine mercy
and revival should be well savoured with thanksgiving to God for
the open Bible and the fact that our laws, to a large extent, have
their foundations in the Word of God.

In connection with our subject, is there not a de'ep which
coucheth beneath, having a close relation to God's dealings with
mankind in general, and with His own purchased people in par
ticular?
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'Ve read in the Book of DanieL chapter 5, how Belshazzar's
blasphemous feast was interrupted-to his utter dismay-by the
solemn writing on the wall: (( Thou art weighed in the balance and
found wanting." If ever these tremendous words have sounded in
our own hearts, through the Holy Spirit's application, have they
not in effect made known to us the worthlessness of our fig-leaf
ri~hteousness and those carnal hopes which were centred in ~inful
self?

The prophet Jeremiah cried, cc Let us search and try our ways,
and turn again unto the Lord/' and it must surely be to our profit
if we are thus exercised under the good hand of our God.

We might be constrained to ponder Hannah's remarkable expres
sion when offcrin~ to her God thanksgiving in connection with
Samuel's birth: « For by Him actions are weighed."

How clearly was this truth confirmed by the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself when He beheld how the people cast money into the
treasury, and many that were rich cast in much. And a certain
poor widow threw in two mites, which make a farthing. The
Eternal Son of God, in His infinite wisdom and knowledge of the
hearts of all men, gave His own assessment of weight and value in
these words: « Verily, I say unto you, that this poor widow hath
cast more in than all they which have cast into the treasury; for all
they rHd cast in of their abundance, but she of her want did cast in
all that she had, even all her living" (Mark 12 : 43. 44).

There is a hymn by Isaac Watts, on the pleasure of public
worship, containing this verse:

" Blest are the men whose hearts are set
To find their way to Zion's gate;
God is their strength, and through the road
They lean upon their helper, God."

Through precious faith we humbly believe and rejoice in such
truths, and yet, at the same time, we find on occasion the going hard
and rough, with many a Hill Difficulty in the way. Whilst the
bold self-righteous professor can make a fair show in the flesh
the Lord's wayfarer, feelingly but a publican, sometimes can not
so much as lift up his eyes to heaven, but only cry "God be merciful
to me a sinner." Yet here also, as weighed in the balances of the
sanctuary, by infinite wisdom, our dear Lord and Master declares:
« This man went down to his house justified rather than the other.'"
According to the unerring wisdom and covenant love of Jehovah,
" Our sorrows in the scales He weighs, and measures out our pains,"
and, as John Kent so aptly puts it :

" They are dealt in weight and measure,
But how little understood,
Not in anger, but in His dear covenant love."
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The Apostle Paul could say in holy confidence, " He shall not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the tempta
tion also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it"
(1 Cor. 10: 13).

In conclusion, let us remember the great object and purpose of
the Lord our God concerning His redeemed people, that is that
they should" be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might
be the first-born among many brethren" (Romans 8 : 29). All the
dealings of our gracious God, however mysterious at times they
appear to us, are directed to that glorious end: to bring us (. into
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." How utterly
short we come of the Divine standard as the Holy Spirit reveals the
solemn truth within us! We feel the force of the inspired Apostle's
declaration: (( For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God", (Romans 3: 23). Thus, under the mighty hand of God,
there is an emptying of self,and'poverty of spirit is produced. The
cry of the needy and the prayer of the destitute will now be ours.

The Lord Jesus Christ uttered a special word for such, in that
great sermon on the Mount, when He said: "Blessed are the poor
in spiri t, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

"Stripped of all their fancied meetness,
To approach the dread I Am,

They are led to see all fitness
Centring in the worthy Lamb,

And adoring,
Sing His Godhead, Blood, and Name."

Here, in the glorious Person and finished work of Christ, is
perfection, and in Him alone. He has magnified the law, and made
it honourable. He has rendered a perfect obedience, has wrought
out, by His life and sufferings and death, a perfect righteousness,
and all for poor sinners whose only fitness is to feel their need of
Him.

"In Him the Father never saw
The least transgression of the law;
Perfection, then, in Him we knew,
The saints in Him are perfect too."

The Apostle Paul desired, above all things,' that he might be
found in Him. May it be ours to burn with the same earnest
desire that we too may be found in Christ-noi~ having our own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith (PhiI.
3 :9). Christ alone is the accepted One, the holy standard of truth
and righteousness, and it will be our everlasting mercy to be
accepted in Him-the Beloved. . H.S.
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CHANGE OF PLACE FOR ANNUAL MEETING

LIVINGSTONE HALL, FRIDAY, APRIL 25TH.

Owing to unforeseen circumstances, the Society's 145th Annual
Meeting, to be held on Friday, April 25th, cannot be held in Caxton
Hall, and arrangements have been made for the use of Livingstone
Hall, Broadway, vVestminster, S.W.1 (opposite the" Park" exit of
St. James' Park Underground station).

In the afternoon the Rev. Cyril Carter, of St. Stephen's Church,
Clapham Park, has kindly undertaken to preach the Society's
Annual Sermon at 3.30 p.m. and to address the Annual Meeting in
the evening at 6 p.m. The Committee trust that friends will make
a note of this change of meeting place, and that the work may be
helped forward by the attendance of many supporters.
NEED OF A NURSE IS URGENT.

During the past month a disappointment has been experienced
in the matter of an addition to the Nursing staff which, though
seeming almost settled, did not eventuate. As the filling of this post
is urgent, the Committee again state their need for help.

There is also need for anxious thought at the end of March,
when a valued nurse has intimated her wish, on account of age, to
retire from the Society's service.
" THE CAUSE OF THE AFFLICTED....,.

In the 140th Psalm we read, " I know that the Lord will maintain
the cause of the afflicted and the right of the poor." This is the
declaration of the psalmist, and this belief aptly outlines the work
of the Society and at the same time acknowledges the Divine source
of all the mercies and blessings with which the Society has been
blessed in its one hundred and forty-five years. The" cause of the
afflicted" is commended to the earnest, prayerful consideration of
anyone who can be of help in this service. It is trusted that it may
again be experienced that our God is able to do much more
abundantly than we ask or think, and that additions to the staff
may enable this service for the afflicted to continue unhindered.

WELFARE HELPER.

Commenting upon our reference to the effectiveness ~f the
Welfare helper at the Society's Hornsey Rise Home, a valued
friend writes:

" Those aged ones, with their problems of a personal nature,
personal .stories, personal crosses, who can understand them?
Our Lord knows them, of course, but I am glad you mention
that someone is appointed to deal sympathetically with their
individual problems. May the Lord guide, teach and help those
who have undertaken this labour of love."
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~urrent ~optc~

Re-opening of Grove Chapel
Grove Chapel, Camberwell Grove, is being re-opened this month.

The Chapel was blasted by a flying bomb on July 29th. 1944, and
the resulting damage rendered the whole structure unusable.

I t is the well-known Calvinistic Independent Chapel, built in
1819 for the Rev. J oseph Irons. Mr. Irons died at the age of 66
in April, 1852, after having been pastor for nearly thirty-three
years. Of him Dr. Doudney. then Editor of The Gospel Magazine,
wrote:

" He was a champion for the full truth of God. Fearlessly
and faithfully, during the whole of his protracted labours, he
proclaimed a full, a free, and a finished salvation. Covenant
love, covenant blood, and covenant grace was his theme, we
believe, without interruption, variation, or compromise from
the commencement to the close of his eventful career. He lived
and died 'a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.' "

He was succeeded in turn by faithful ministers-the Rev. James
Jay, the Rev. Thomas Bradbury (1874-1905), and the late Rev.
Henry Atherton.

George Cowell
It will interest readers of The Gospel Magazine to read the

tablet erected in Grove Chapel to the memory of George Cowell.

In Loving Remembrance of
GEORGE COWELL

Born at' Camberwell, November 13th, 1822; died at
Burton-on-Trent December 17th, 1894.

For 46 years writer of the "Wayside Notes," and for
19 months Editor of the" Gospel Magazine."

In early life a worshipper in this place.

" A monument of grace,
. A sinner saved by blood,
The streams of love I trace
Up to the Fountain, God.
And in this sacred bosom see
Eternal thoughts of love to me."

Mr. Cowell wrote that it had been a cherished hope that he should
proclaim the truth of God in Joseph Irons' pulpit, and his wish
was granted when he preached there on June 17th, 1888, and again
on July 8th, 1888. On the latter occasion, after the morning



The Gospel Maga<.ine 127

service, he went to NQ. 5 pew, and sat down upon the second seat,
a small group being with him. He then said: "Now I sit ~n th~
spot where the Lord first revealed Himself to me as my SavIOur.
This was under the preaching of Joseph Irons.

Books Received
vVe have received The Night is Far Spent-The Day is at HandJ

written by the Rev. Basil C. Mowll, M.A., Rector of Broadwater,
vVorthing. It is published by the Protestant Truth Society, 184
Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, at the price of 2s. 6d. Its foreword
states: "So many are convinced that we are approaching a world
situation from which only the miraculous intervention of Almighty
God can deliver us." The writer, without any intention of fore
telling the hour or the day, attempts to show that there are remark
abk indications that the Day of the Lord is very near.

Another book received is The Momentous EventJ written by the
Rev. W. J Grier. B.A., and published by The Evangelical Book
Shop, 15 College Square East, Belfast. First issued in 1945, this is
a third edition (published on St. Patrick's Day, an appropriate date
for an Irish publication). It was reviewed in The Gospel M aga<.ine
by the late Editor, the Rev. Thomas Houghton, on its first appear
ance. In the new edition two chapters have been re-written.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND
The Trustees of "The Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the

receipt of the following donations to the Fund: Mrs. N. C. Kille 12/6: Pastor
J. W. Rowlands 12/6; Mr. F. J. Jarman 13/6; Mr. T. Slater 2/6; Miss Legge
2/6 (per Miss L. Ormiston); Mr. F. Stevens 2/6 (per Miss L. Ormiston);
Mr. A. VV. Britton 2/6 (ppr M;ss L. Ormiston); Miss A. E. Woodfield 2/6;
Readers of .. The English Churchman" 10/-; Rev. T. R. Horan 2/6; Mr. H. B.
Makins 10/-: St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol, £2 10s. Od.; Mr. A. M. F'raser 5/-;
Mr. R. Bibby 12/6.

REQUIRED by an old-established Evangelical Society as an Assistant
Secretary a clergyman of the Church of England with Sovereign Grace

views. One with some experience of Society work would be an advantage.
Good opportunity for a man of about 40 years of age who is interested in the
distribution of the Scriptures -Writ" .. Secretary," Box 60, c/o J. E. May,
Ltd., Advt. Agents, 14 New Bridge Street. E.CA.
~E POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
1 gravity and pressing need. we turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who llave not previously helperl us. for a special effort on behalf of our poor
friends. We have about 125 of them on cur books. They have so
much appreciated your kind lwlp ;n former years, and we plead for the
necessary means to cheer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in tae
faithfulness of their Covenant Gorl.-The COMMITTEE, Hon. ~ec., A. C.
LF,WIN. The Manse. Hig-h Street. Evington. Leicester.

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON.-'l'he following Gospel Tracts for distribu
tion: Matthew xxiv.-xxv. Price 2s. 6d. Millennium and Israel's Future.

Price 2s. Modern noctrin~'l Respectin~ Sinlessness Considered. Price 6d.
Dr. S. p. Tregelles. LL.n .. Dr. C. Y. Biss. Mr. David Baron. and others kept
in stock. Free Lending Library of the same-Mrs. S. R. Cottey, .. Downside,"
()fflng-ton Lanp.. Worthing.

WIANTED, Free Grace books, especially Puritan writers, bound .. G.S."
1939-46 inclusive. "\Vitsius on the Covenants. works of Abrab,am Booth,

Thos. Boston, Johnathan Edwards, Ivimey, Hugh Binning, J. C. Philpot,
.. Life of John Kershaw," John Grace. Wm. Gadsby .. Ruth's Reward," .. The
Little Weaver." Kanouskv... How They Kept the Faith in Bohemia," .. The
Huguenot Potter "-Geoffrey Williams. The Evangelical Library, 78a Chiltern
Street, W.!. .


