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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS 1: 4.

AN OPEN DOOR

«Behold, I have set before thee an op.en door, and no mall can shut
it!'-REVELATION 3: 8.

"BEHOLD, I have given thee an opened door" was the message of
the Living Lord Jesus to the Church in Philadelphia (Rev. 3: 7-13).
Against this church, as of that in Smyrna, no complaint was made,
alone of the seven churches addressed.

It is, we think, important to note that these messages were
addressed to Christians. It is this fact which is often overlooked
when the popular (but erroneous) interpretation of Rev. 3: 20 is
given (" Behold, I stand at the door and knock ").

We invite our readers to a meditation on the words of the text
quoted. We will consider it in a wider sense of opened doors. In its
first sense it would apply to doors of spiritual usefulness, fresh oppor
tunities of service; but we ieel that we are not doing violence to the
words if we consider them in other applications given in the Holy
Scriptures themselves.

We pray that God the Holy Spirit will guide our minds and hearts
and reveal to us, as we follow the Word of God, "the unsearchable
riches of Christ."
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In reading the epistles or letters to the seven churches (Revelation,
chapters 2 and 3), we often tend to overlook thc most important
opening of each letter-the opening characters of Christ in which
He presents Himself to each church. He is the Living Lord Who
walks among the churches, Who holds them in His right hand, Who
knows their works, Whose eyes were as a flame of fire. In the letter
to the church in Philadelphia He is described (verse 7) in four
aspects:

(a) « He that is holy "-He has the Holiness of God, He was holy
as Man, He was holy in all His words and teachings. This was His
divine title. When many disciples went back from Jesus and walked
no more with Him, Jesus said to the twelve, "Will ye also go
away?" Simon Peter, with God-given faith, replied, "Lord, to
whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life, and we have
believed and know that Thou art the Holy One of God" (John
6 : 66-69, R.V).

(b) « He that is true "-He is all that He claimed to be; He is the
veritable Son of God, the genuine Messiah, the absolute truth. As
He said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comcth
unto the Father but by Me" (John 14: 6).

(c) « He that hath the key of David"-an expression taken from
Isaiah 22: 22, where the description is applied to Eliakim, who
replaced the dismissed Shebna. It marks the place of authority
He has the key of the house of the king; He has regal authority._

(d) «He that openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth and 110

man openeth "-He has power of admission and of exclusion, abso
lute control. To Him all authority has been given in heaven and
on earth. He is " set at God's right hand in the heavenly places, far
above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come" (Eph. 1: 20-21). All things are put under His
feet, and He has been given to be " the Head over ali things to the
Church." Such is the Glorious Person Who spoke to the church in
Philadelphia, and such is the Divine Lord Who speaks now to us
His children and says, " Behold, I have given thee an opened door."

It is, we think, fitting to notice that the words" I have set" are
in the original Greek " I have given" thee an opened door (it is so
translated in the margin of the Revised Version). It was Christ's gift,
and there was added an assurance of its continuance (" and no man
can shut it ").

1.

WE HAVE AN OPENED DOOR INTO THE HOLIEST BY THE

BLOOD OF JESUS

A first aspect in which we may regard the" opened door" is that
of access into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. This is a very
precious truth.
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It is brought out fully in the Epistle to the Hebrews, chapters nine
and ten. The Holy Ghost signified that, while the first tabernacle
was yet standing, the way into the holiest was not yet made manifest
(Heb. 9 : 8). But Christ being come, by His own blood He entered
in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for
us (verse 12). By one offering He has perfected for ever them that
are sanctified (Heb. 10; 14). His covenant is that He will remember
their sins and iniquities no more. "Where remission of these is,
there is no more offering for sin" (10: 18).

The writer added: " Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which
He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His
flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith" (Heb. 10; 19-22).

The Lord Jesus is the Door. He said, " I am the door; by Me if
any man enter in, he shall be saved, and go in and out, and find
pasture" (.John 10: 9).

What a wonderful "opened door " is this to the one convicted
of sin! What an encouragement to come without hesitation to God.

La! the incarnate God, ascended,
Pleads the merit of His blood:

Venture on Him, venture wholly,
Let no other trust intrude:

None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good.

(Joseph Hart, 1759).

Or, with Charlotte Elliott reviewing her own spiritual -experience,
we can say:

Just as I am-and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot
To Thee, Whose blood alone can cleanse each spot,

o Lamb of God, I come.
(Charlotte Elliott, 1836).

A not-so-well-known hymn of the Rev. William Pennefather
brings out beautifully the same truth:

And may I really tread
The palace of my King,

Gaze on the glory of His face,
And of His beauty sing?

I am not worthy, Lord!
Not worthy to dmw near;

My feet are dusty with the way,
I hesitate-I fear!
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To which the Lord is described as giving the answer:

" But wherefore tremble thus?
I washed thee clean and white;

I decked thee with salvation's robe,
Fairer than morning light!

" I hold thy hand in Mine,
And as I walk beside,

The pearly gates lift up their heads,
And for us open wide.

" They opened long ago,
Opened to let Me in,

When I, returning from the fight,
Had conquered death and sin.

" And they stand open still,
Open, my child, for thee!

Then enter in, with joyfulness,
And use thy liberty."

The encouraged soul then says:

Jesus, I will draw nigh,
And in the" secret place,"

Behold the beauty of my Lord,
And banquet on His grace.

(William Pennefather, 1871).

ILWE HAVE AN OPEN DOOR FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP

We in this country, as in many other countries, enjoy freedom of
worship. We have an "open door" for public worship. This is a
great privilege. We can assemble in Christ's Name, and no one can
make us afraid.

But there are countries today where this freedom of worship is
denied or cUl;tailed. In Roman Catholic Spain the small Protestant
bodies have (as we have given previously in factual reports) many,
many limitations: They cannot advertise their place of worship-it
is not to be known as such. At times they are exposed to attack
when they meet. Many are cast into prison. In Colombia (South
America) Evangelical churches have been destroyed, and worship
pers martyred. Where Roman Catholicism has sway. practice of
Protestant worship suffers.

In lands where Communism has full sway, the churches are so
subject that they are virtually left to die out. Preachers are silenced,
often exiled. The Bible is no longer printed, Sunday schools for
children are closed, and the children are taught militant atheism.
The church buildings are taken over by the State.
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All this should make us appreciative of the privileges we possess
in Protestant E!!gland and shou!d stir 1.\S up to help our suffering
brethren abroad.

With the privilege of an open door for worship we should all take
heed to the warning, "Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another, and
so much the more as ye see the day approaching" (Heb. 10: 25).

John Newton has some warning lines:

Thus gospel-bread at first is prized,
And makes a people glad;

But afterwards toOl much despised,
When easy to be had.

But should the Lord, displeased, withhold
The bread His mercy sends,

To have our houses filled with gold
Would make but poor amends.

How tediqus would the week appear,
How dull the Sabbath prove,

Could we no longer meet to hear
The precious truths we love!

III. WE HAVE AN OPENED DOOR OF SERVICE

But the reference of the text is really to opportunity of preaching
Christ, opportunity of spiritual usefulness.

We may be, like the church in PhiLadelphia, a small body and
weak in numbers and with many adversaries, but the Lord has given
an opened door for His service. It seems that, geographically,
Philadelphia was placed with peculiar opportunities of Christian
service in the parts east of it.

Several passages in the New Testament mention such" doors."
When the apostles Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch after the
first missionary tour, "they rehearsed all that God had done with
them, and how He had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles"
(Acts 14: 27). Paul wrote of Ephesus that "a great door and
effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries"
(1 Cor. 16: 9). Later, when he came to Troas, to preach Christ's
Gospel, he incidentally mentioned that" a door was opened unto me
of the Lord" (2 Cor. 2: 12). Later still, when writing to the
Colossian Christians, he asked them to pray "for us, that God
would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of
Christ," for which he was then in bonds (Col. 4: 3). All these

. referred to fresh opportunities of Christian service.
Has God given a congregation, a church, an "opened door"?

M.ay we take heed to this ministry that we fulfil it.
W.D.S.
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WAYSIDE NOTES

FOUR TIMELY EXHORTATIONS TO A

CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION

U Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:
that whether I oome and see you, or else be absent, I may hear
of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind
strimng together for the faith of the gospel."-PHIL. 1 : 27-28.

PAUL had just informed the Philippian Christian that his circum
stances at Rome had led rather to the furtherance of the Gospel
his bonds in Christ had become known in Caesar's Palace (or among
the soldiers of the Praetorian Camp) ,and also many of the brethren
had been moved to be more bold in proclaiming the Lord Jesus
Christ.

This we saw in the last issue of the Magazine; in this issue we
invite our readers to consider how Paul gave four timely exhortations
to the Philippians with much the same thought of " the furtherance
of the gospel of Christ." We would remark th.at Paul was writing to
such as those whose hearts had been opened by the Lord and to such
as had been moved to cry out, " What must I do to be saved? " and
to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for salvation. In the passage
Phil. 1 : 27-30 he gave them four distinct exhortations.

I.

LIVING AS BECOMES THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST

His first exhortation was " Let your conversation be as it becometh
the gospel of Christ." The word U conversation" in the New Testa
ment usually means, not our modern meaning of talking one with
another, but the larger meaning of U manner of life, conduct." It
is so used thirteen times (eight times in 1 and 2 Peter). But in this
passage a unique and special word was used by Paul-your living as
a citizen (it is a verb here); the noun is used in Philippians 3 : 20,
"Our conversation (our citizenship) is in heaven, from whence also
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ."

The citizens of Philippi were proud of their Roman citizenship
they were a Roman colony-and we remember that it was at
Philippi that Paul had declared himself a Roman citizen (Acts 16).
It may be that Paul was telling the Philippian Christians about their
conduct as citizens of a Roman city, about their public duties.

But we feel that his reference was rather to them as citizens of a
heavenly state, as he wrote about the same time to the Ephesian
Christians, " Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners,
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but fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household of God"
(Eph. 2: 19). Their life ,as such was to be as became the Gospel of
Christ.

So let our lips and lives express

The holy gospel we profess:

So let our words and virtues shine,
To prove the doctrine all divine.

Thus shall we best proclaim abroad

The honours of our Saviour God,

When His salvation reigns within,

And grace subdues the power of sin.
(Dr. Isaac Watts, 1709).

If God in His mercy and grace has put His laws into our minds
and written them in our hearts, we shall be honest and upright,
persons of truth in all our dealings. Our conduct will be such as the
Gospel requires. There will be something in us that distinguishes us
from the people of the world. There will be reality in our Christian
profession, a regular attendance upon the preaching of the Gospel,
a real desire to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, an
eagerness .: to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things."

n.
STANDING FAST IN ONE SPIRIT

Secondly, Paul wrote that, whether he came to them or was absent
from them, he hoped that he might hear concerning them that they
were « standing fast in one spirit." He wanted to hear that they
stood firm, that they held their ground.

To the Galatians, tempted into serious doctrinal error by the
Judaisers, he wrote: « Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ has made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke
of bondage" (Gal. 5 : 1). What a need there is today for this word!
The false teachings of Romanism, of the Greek Orthodox Church,
of Anglo-Catholicism, bring the seeking soul into real bondage. Of
Auricular Confession the Church of EngIand Homilies wrote that
" it was against the true liberty of any Christian man to be bound
to the numbering of his sins to a priest." I was much impressed
once by the testimony of a young missionary recruit that she had
once been an Anglo-Catholic but had been brought out of that

. system of doctrine by a study of the Epistle to the Galatians.

In other Epistles Paul wrote of "standing fast." To the
Corinthians he wrote, "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you
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like men, be strong" (1 Cor. 16: 13). To the Thessalonians he
wrote~ "Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions
which ye have been taught," whether by Paul's personal word or by
his letter (2 Thess. 2 : 15).

This the Philippians were to do " in one spirit," working together,
supporting and encouraging one another.

Ill.

WITH ONE MIND STRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FAITH OF

THE GOSPEL

Thirdly, Paul wrote of them as "with one mind striving together
for the faith 01 the Gospel.» The word he used for" striving" was
a graphic and impressive word, perhaps difficult to bring out in an
English translation. It means" battling,". or " striving eagerly" as
in the games. Jude uses the word" contending earnestly (to agonise)
for the faith." This the Philippians were to do " with onc mind" or
soul, working well together.

A striking translation of the exhortation is given by Bishop Light
foot. He thinks not so much of striving for the faith of the Gospel,
but rather" striving together with the faith," i.e., resting upon and
using the doctrines of the Christian faith. They were to strive as
those who knew God in the Trinity of Persons-Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost-as those who believed and rested upon the Deity of
the Lord Jesus Christ, as those who knew the fact, confirmed by
their own spiritual experience, of the Deity and Personality and
Sovereign Power of God the Holy Ghost. They were to speak faith
fully and boldly as those who knew the distinguishing grace of a
Sovereign God. They were to speak as the elect of God, as redeemed,
pardoned, justified and kept by God the Son, as regenerated,
empowered, and quickened by God the Holy Spirit, as those who
knew that their Living God would never forsake nor leave them.
That would be striving in concert with the faith of the Gospel. They
could strive with such a faith, knowing that the Word of God is
living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword.

IV.

IN NOTHING TERRIFIED BY ADVERSARIES

Fourthly, Paul would have them stand fast and strive « in nothing
terrified by their adversaries »-i.e., to strive fearlessly, even though
menaced by persecution. They were not to be put into consternation
by opponents, not startled, not" blenched" (Lightfoot), not flinching
or shrinking back.

It is so easy for us to feel consternation when opposed by enemies
of God's truth. Paul had to face the bitter opposition of the Jews,
who, as at Thessalonica (Acts 17 : 5), acted in unscrupulous ways.
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He had to endure the bitter insinuations of the Judaisers, as well as
the outward persecution by heathen magistrates, tradesmen, and
people.

But he was strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. He
told the Ephesian Christians to " stand, having your loins girt about
truth" (Eph. 6 : 14). They were to take unto themselves" the whole
armour of Gael." So also the Apostle John said: "Greater is He
that is in you than he that is in the world" (1 John 4 : 4).

Paul concluded his words to the Philippians by telling them that
their God-given fearlessness under attack was to them a token from
God Himself of their salvation and that of God, while to those
opposing it was a direct indication from God of their defeat and
final destruction.

Also, it was given to the Philippians to suffer for Christ's sake-as
it was a matter of sovereign grace that they were brought to believe
and to, trust in Christ, so it was of sovereign grace that they were
granted the high privilege of suffering for Him. When the first
apostles were put in prison at Jerusalem (Acts 5) and had been
beaten and commanded not to speak in the name of Jesus, after
they were released they departed from the presence of the council
"rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suHer shame for His
name" (Acts 5 : 41). When Paul was divinely called, the message
given through Ananias was) " I will show him how great things he
must suffer for My Name's sake" (Acts 9: 16). Peter told the
suHering Christians of Asia Minor to "rejoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ's suHerings; that, when His glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad with exceeding joy" (1 Peter 4: 13).

Paul finally spoke of his own experiences. He said (verse 30) that
the Philippians had seen in him the same conflict when he was at
Philippi (Acts 16: 22-24-the beating with many stripes, the inner
prison, the feet in the stocks). He also said that they had heard of
his imprisonment and his circumstances at Rome. He thus animated
them by his own example.

We hope that this brief exposition of Paul's words to the Philip
pians will, with God's blessing,. be an encouragement and. guidance
to many a Christian congregation in their witness and 'work for the
furtherance of the Gospel of Christ.

W.D.S.
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

ONE OF THE FIRST EVANGELICALS

JAMES HERVEY (1713-1758)

THE BI-CENTENARY OF HIS DEATH

As this year marks the bi-centenary of the death of that worthy
evangelical minister, James Hervey, it is considered appropriate to
write upon some of the experiences in his life and ministry. A regard
to eminent writings, which display spiritual gifts and piety, naturally
excites some desire to become acquainted with the writer. Hence
one desires to know the author in private life, how he sustained his
character as a preacher of the gospel, what influence the doctrines
of grace, which he so warmly inculcated on others, had on his own
heart and conversation, and finally how the last scenes on earth were
closed. A glimpse as to such particulars may be obtained from the
following account.

I. HIS EARLY LIFE AND FIRST KNOWLEDGE OF FREE GRACE TRUTH

Mr. James Hervey was born on the 26th February, 1713, at
Hardingstone, one mile from Northampton, his father being then
minister of the parish of Collingtree, within twO' miles of Harding
stone. His first instruction was from his mother, who taught him his
letters and to read. Under her tuition he continued until he was
seven years of age, when he was sent, as a day scholar, to the free
Grammar School of Northampton, of which Mr. Clarke, minister of
St. Sepulchre's, in the same town, was at that time master. In the
year 1731, at the age of seventeen, he was sent by his father to the
University of Oxford, and entered Lincoln College.

It appears from his letters to his sister in 1733 and 1734 that,
though he then showed a pious and serious turn, yet these letters
either speak a language different from free grace, for which we find
he was afterwards so powerful an advocate, or at least they treat
very confusedly of it. The truth is he was then a stranger to, and
entertained strong prepossessions against the doctrine of justification
by faith in imputed righteousness. And he acknowledges, in a note
on his Descant upon Creation, that Mr. Jenks' excellent treatise
entitled Submissio'n to the righteousness 'of God was the instrument
of removing his prejudices, and reducing him to a better judgment.

It appears to have been in the end of 1736, or the beginning of
1737, when he entered the Christian ministry. On his leaving
Oxford, he went to his father and became his curate.
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The unsatisfactory character of Mr. Hervey's theoloRY at the
beginning of his ministry is well illustrated by the followinR anecdote.
In one of the Northampton parishes where he preached before 1741,
there lived a ploughman who attended the ministry of Mr. Dodd
ridge, and was well taught in the doctrines of grace. Hervey, being
ordered by his physicians, on account of his health, to follow the
plough in order to smell the fresh earth, frequently accompanied
this ploughman when he was working.

Knowing that he was a serious man, he said to him one morning,
" What do you think is the hardest thing in religion? "

The ploughman replied: "Sir, I am a poor man, and you are
a minister; I beg leave to return the question."

Then said Mr. Hervey: "I think the hardest thing is to deny
SINFUL self," grounding his opinion upon our Lord's admonition,
"If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself." "I
argued," said Mr. Hervey, "upon the import and extent of the duty,
showing that merely to forbear sinful actions is little, and that we
must deny admittance and entertainment to sinful imaginations and
quench irregular desires. In this way I shot my random bolt."

The ploughman quietly replied: "Sir, there is ,another instance
of self-denial to which the injunction of Christ equally extends,
which is the hardest thing in religion, and that is to deny RIGHTEOUS

self. You know I do not come to hear you preach, but go every
Sunday with my family to hear Mr. DoddridRe at Northampton.
We rise early in the morning, and have prayer before we set out, in
which I find pleasure. Walking there and back I find pleasure.
Under the sermon I find pleasure. When at the Lord's Table I find
pleasure. We return, read a portion of Scripture, and RO to prayer
in the evening, and I find pleasure. But yet, at this moment, I find it
the hardest thing to deny righteous self, I mean to renounce my own
strength and righteousness, and not to lean on that for holiness or
rely on this for justification."

In repeating this story to a friend, Mr. Hervey observed, " I then
hated the righteousness of Christ. I looked at the man with
astonishment and disdain, and thought him an old fool, and won
dered at what I fancied the motley mixture of piety and oddity in
his notions. I have since seen clearly who was the fool, not the wise
old ploughman, but the proud James Hervey. I now discern sense,
solidity and truth in his observations."

He afterwards went to London, and, after staying some time
there, became curate at Dummer, Hampshire. Here he continued
some twelve months, and in the year 1738 he was invited and went
to Stoke Abbey, Devonshire. In the year 1740 he took the curacy
of Bideford, Devon, fourteen miles from Stoke Abbey, where he
lived Rreatly beloved by his people. Here he remained about two
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and a half years, until a new Rector was appointed, who dismissed
Mr. Hervey, against the united requests of the parishioners, who
offered to maintain him at their own expense. During the time that
Mr. Hervey was resident in the West Country, from 1738 until the
end of 1743, his family heard very little of him, by reason of distance,
though he laboured diligently in the cause of Christ. Here it was
that he planned his Meditations, and probably wrote some part of
them. He says in his first volume of Meditations that it was on a
ride to Kilkhampton, in Cornwall, that he went into the church
where he lays the scene of his Meditations among the Tombs.

II. HIS MINISTRY AT WESTON FAVELL, NORTHANTS.

In 1743 he returned from Bideford to Weston Favell, leaving
behind him many disconsolate friends, and officiated ·as assistant to
his father. Here he paid the greatest attention to his duty, and
faithfully preached the gospel of Christ. The first of his writings
which first attracted the attention of the public was his Meditations
among the Tombs, Reflections on a Flower-Garden, and a Descant
on Creation, published in 1745-6.

In June, 1750, his health becoming- much impaired, his family
judging that the change of air might be of benefit to him, they
arranged for him to go to London, where he stayed until April or
May, 1752, during which time he was visited by severe sickness. His
father dying in that year, he returned to Weston, where he constantly
I'esided until his death.

His labours, both in his ministerial office, and in his study, were
pursued by him as long as possible, under the disadvantage of a very
weak constitution of body. As a minister, he performed all the
duties of that office with the greatest strictness. In the pulpit he was
earnest and fervent, and showed that he felt the efficacy of what he
preached. In addition to the Lord's Day he had a Wednesday
evening lecture at Weston Favell church, which was very well
attended. His zeal for the performance of his duty was, however,
for some time before he died much interrupted by the ill state of
his physical he.alth. The last two or three years of his life he could
scarcely do anything more than preach on the Lord's Day, and on
those occasions people from many miles round flocked to hear him.
He always preached without notes, except on some very particular
-occasions; but his method was judicious and clear.

His weakness rendering him for several months before his death
incapable of speaking to his congregation as usual, he shortened
his discourses, and took a most useful way of inculcating his instruc
tions; for after he had expounded his text, and divided his sermon
into two heads (rarely into more, and never exceeding three), he
would speak briefly,' and at the conclusion of each head enforce
what he had said by a pertinent text of Scripture, desiring his
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congregation (which was generally very numerous) to turn to their
Bibles .and mark that text. "Now," added he, "my dear brethren,
if you forget my sermon, you cannot forget God's word in this text,
unless you wilfully throw your Bibles aside. Show these to your
children, or the absent part of your family, when you return home."
Then he gave a striking exhortation, and at the end of it another
text, so that they always had three texts; in order to their finding
of which he paused in the pulpit two or three minutes. This method
was attended with another good cfrect; it obliged the generality of
his hearers to bring their Bibles along with them, for those who
were without a Bible lost the benefit of the texts, and were unem
ployed while the majority who had one were busy in looking for the
passages referred to in his sermon.

He endeavoured as much as possible to divest himself in the
public discourses of his usual elegancy of style, and to adapt his
language to the lowest capacity. In this he followed the example of
Luther, who in his T able Talk says, " If in my preaching I were to
pay a regard to Philip Melanchthon and other learned divines, then
I would do little good. I preach in the plainest manner to the
illiterate, and that gives content to all. Hebrew, Greek and Latin,
I spare till the learned ones come together." Mr. Hervey considered
perspicuous language and evangelical doctrine of much more
importance to his flock than elaborate or ornamented discourses;
though few men living, perhaps, were more capable of satisfying a
learned audience.

His mcthod of catechising children in church, and of speaking to
them in private, was very engaging and useful. He would put little
questions to them after they had repeated the words of catechism;
as for instance, " Well, my little maid, let me hear if you understand
what you said. If you do understand the meaning of these words,
you will then be able to answer the question I shall put to you." He
would at these times ask not only such questions as were suitable to
the words of the catechism, but also as would strike at the capital
vices of his parishioners, yet without giving personal ofrence. He did
not forget that he was a minister in his house, for he worshipped
God with his family twice daily.

Ill. HIS ADORNING "THE DOCTRINE OF GOD OUR SAVIOUR

IN ALL THINGS"

Mr. Hervey lived a holy and exemplary life, preaching Jesus
Christ and Him crucified, and inculcating the practice of real piety
and holiness in heart and life, but his enemies (for Mr. Hervey
himself, the most inofrensive of men, had enemies) had not scrupled
to assert that " his tenets were dishonourable to God, subversive of
all Gospel holiness, destructive even of common morality, and very
injurious to society itself, by making man melancholy, and regardless
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of business." These were the words of an abusive and anonymous
letter sent to him through the post; on which that humble and most
excellent man observed to. an intimate friend, with all his usual
mildness, " Indeed this gentleman may be said, I think, to write at
random. Surely he has never read my works. If I knew where to
direct to him, I should desire him to turn to what I have advanced
in the ninth paragraph of my Contemplations on the starry heaven,
and such a reply I would hope might convince him of his mistake."

Some, even friends, thought he carried the Calvinistic tenets so far
that consequences disadvantageous to truth might be deduced from
them, and which he himself, instead of assenting to them, would
have been startled at, and rejected with abhorrence. The fact is, the
doctrine he delivered in his writings is purely Scriptural, and agree
able to that contained in all the confessions of the Reformed
churches; and is so far from having a tendency to weaken the
obligations to purity and holiness of life that it promotes them in the
most effectual manner, and has the most happy influence on
morality. When persons of judgment pointed out to him some
expressions that were liable to be misunderstood in that respect, he
always disavowed any such meaning, and affirmed that the fault
was not in the evangelical doctrines so much insisted upon by him,
but in the misapprehension, ignorance, or inattention of those who
abused them. He would then add that he professed himself a
Calvinist, and that consequently the Arminians would not relish
some things he advanced, though what he wrote was exactly con
formable to the Calvinistic Articles of Religion. And on this head
let us hear Mr. Hervey himself. He, in a letter written a little before
his death, thus expressed himself: "Do they who deny faith, and
extol their good works, distinguish themselves by the practice of
them? I will be bold to say that, on an impartial examination, the
majority will be found on the side of those who embrace the doctrine
of the imputation of Christ's righteousness, and who expect salva
tion by him alone."

IV. HIS LAST DAYS

Illness had long been increasing in his frame, and became serious
in the beginning of October, 1758, when he was 45 years of age.

On the Sabbath of the 3rd December, 1758, in the evening, after
family prayer, he seemed to be arrested by the messenger of death.
The assistance of his sister and servant, with difficulty, enabled him
to get upstairs into his room, from whence he never came down
alive. His illness gaining ground every day, he soon became sensible
that his dissolution was approaching. He had frequent and violent
returns of the cramp, which gave him most acute pain. He had
likewise a violent cough, which afflicted him so grievously in the
night that he could seldom lie in bed until four in the morning.
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On the 15th of December he had severe pain in his side, and was
attended to by his physician, Dr. Stonehouse. Mr. Hervey's assistant,
Mr. Abraham Maddock, being much with him in the afternoon .of
that day, Mr. Hervey spoke to him in stron~ and pathetic terms of
his assurance of faith, and of the ~reat love of God in Christ. " Oh! "
said he, "what has Christ, how much has Christ done for me, and
how little have I done for so lovin~ a Saviour! If I preached even
once a week, it was at last a burden to me. I have not visited the
people of my parish as I ought to have done, and thus have preached,
as it were, from house to house. I have not taken every opportunity
of speaking for Christ."

These expressions being accompanied with tears, which were too
visible not to be observed, and lest his tears should be misinterpreted,
as they had been conversin~ about his expected cnd and of his
assurance of happiness, he proceeded thus: "Do not think that
I am afraid to die. I assure you I am not. I know what my Saviour
hath done for me, and I want to oe gone. But I wonder at the love
of Christ in doing so much for me; and how little I have done for
Him."

And in another conversation, discoursing likewise of his approach
in~ dissolution, which he did with the utmost calmness and serenity,
and of the little which we know of God's Word, he said: "How
many precious texts there are bi~ with most rich truths of Christ,
which we cannot comprehend, and we know nothing of; and of
those we do know, how few do we remember? 'A good textuary is
a good divine'; and that is the armour, the Word of God is the
sword Those texts are the ones I must use when that subtle spirit,
that arch-adversary of mankind, comes to tempt and sift me in my
last conflict. Surely I had need be well provided with these weapons;
I had need have my quiver full of them, to answer Satan with texts
out of the Word of God, when he assaults me. Thus did Christ
when He was in the wilderness."

On the 25th December, on which he died, Mr. Maddock paid him
his morning visit. Mr. Hervey lifted up his head, and opened his
eyes as he sat in his easy chair (for he could not lie in bed) to see
who it was, ,and said, "Sir, I cannot talk with you." He almost
constantly lifted up his eyes towards heaven, with his hands clasped
together in a praying form, and said, two or three times, " When this
great conflict is over, then--," but said no more; thou~h it was
understood he meant that then he should go to rest.

Dr. Stonehouse came to him about three hours before he expired,
and Mr. Hervey urged strongly and affectionately to the doctor the
importance and care of his everlasting concerns, as there is no
abiding place, and his attendance, amidst the multiplicity of his
business, to the" one thing needful." The doctor, seeing that the
pangs of death were then coming on, desired that he would spare
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himself. "No," said he, " doctor, no; you tell me I have but a few
minutes to live. 0, let me spend them in adoring our great
Redeemer." He then repeated the 26th verse of Psalm 73, " Though
my flesh and my heart fail me, yet God is the strength of my heart
and my portion for ever"; and he expatiated in a most striking
manner on the words 1 Cor. 3 : 22-23, "All things are yours; life and
death; for ye are Christ's." "Here," says he, "is the treasure of a
Christian. Death is reckoned among this inventory, and a noble
treasure it is. How thankful am I for death, as it is the passage
through which I pass to the Lord and Giver of eternal life, and as it
frees me from all this misery you now see me endure, and which I
am willing to endure, as long as God thinks fit; for I know He will
by and by, in His own good time, dismiss me from the body. These
light afflictions are but for a moment, and then comes the eternal
weight of glory. ° welcome, welcome death! thou mayest well be
reckoned among the treasures of the Christian. To live is Christ,
b.ut to die is gain." So he departed from this life, between four and
five in the afternoon, the 25th December, 1758.

vVhen his mortal remains were conveyed to the church, it was
covered, by his express desire, with the poor's pall, and he was buried
under the middle of the communion table, in the chancel of Weston
Favell church, on December the 28th, in the presence of a numerous
congregation full of sorrow at the passing of so excellent a pastor.
Mr. Maddock, his curate, who buried him, was in tears.

There was visible witness that he had been serviceable in his
generation. The poor thankfully acknowledged it, and, as they
looked into his grave, seemed to say within themselves, "There lies
the man whose unwearied kindness was the constant relief of my
various distresses; who tenderly visited my languishing bed, and
readily supplied my indigent circumstances." Others, once ignorant
and ungodly, looked at his grave, and seemed by their expressive
sighs to say, " Here are the last remains of that sincere friend 'who
watched for my soul.' I tremble to think into what irretrievable
ruin I might quickly have been plunged, had not his faithful
admonitions and repeated exhortations arrested me in the wild
career. I was then unacquainted with the guspel of peace; but now
enlightened by his instructions, I see the all-sufficiency of my
Saviour. His discourses are still warm on my heart, and I trust will
be more and more operative on my life."

It may be truly said of Mr. Hervey that few lives have ever been
more heavenly, and few deaths more triumphant. He died in the
Lord, and is at rest, where the wicked cease from troubling. His
name is recorded in the annals of eternity, and the honours conferred
on him by Christ will for ever continue blooming and incorruptible
in the realms of glory.

F.C.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

THE OLD BOOK OF SERMONS
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MARGARET, the youngest of Squire Lucas's three children, was a
frail, delicate girl, very different from Arthur and Edith, sturdy
youngsters who did not know what it was to feel weary. The elder
boy and girl followed their father, a big blustering man, in their
fondness for horses and hunting and all kinds of outdoor sport, whilst
the little sister was much more thoughtful and sensitive. She was the
pet of all the family, perhaps because her mother had died when she
was born.

For a few years Margaret was sent to an expensive boarding
school, where she learnt everything proper for a young lady to know.
Except any religion: for Mr. Lucas was so much against all true
religion that he purposely chose a school which left that subject out
entirely. At eighteen, when she was supposed to have finished her
education, Margaret was as ignorant as any heathen of the Gospel of
Christ.

When Margaret came home for good, she was often alone for
many hours together. Reading was her great resource, varied by
rides on her small pony. But soon Margaret had read most of the
books that the house possessed, certainly all the novels and romances
Feeling very dull one afternoon, she came once more to the book
case, to see if there was something left that she had not read. One
volume after another she looked at and put back in disgust. But
spying a dusty heap of books thrust back on top of the bookcase, she
got the steps and climbed up to reach one, resolving that she would
take the first in the pile and read it through, whatever was in it.

Without looking inside, Margaret took the old leather-bound
volume to her room, and sat down prepared for something new, at
all events. Perhaps it was a Life of someone, or an account of some
body's travels. She was taken aback when she found that the book
was nothing but a collection of sermons! No author was given, but
the date was about a hundred years before.

Poor Margaret's heart sank at the task she had set herself, and, if
it had not been that she had made a sort of vow to read it, she would
have given up at once. However, she began on the first page; am]
somehow she was interested, though she could not understand half
of what was said. But presently she shut the book, repelled by the
preacher's words. They could not be really true, she thought; why
should they be true? There was something personal about those
~:ermons, and Margaret felt strangely upset and put out. She touk
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the book again, and read a little further. Could this preacher be
right? Because if he was, Margaret saw clearly that she was all
wrong, that she was altogether wretched, and without hope.

Margaret spent all the time between meals for the next few days
studying the sermon-book. Her sister was away on a visit, and she
would never think of saying anything about her thoughts to her
father or brother. She grew more and more anxious and concerned.
Where could she turn for help? Then she remembered the con
temptuous way in which her father had spoken of a neighbouring
vicar, a poor man called Evans whom Mr. Lucas despised because
of" his earnest endeavours to preach the Gospel. Could Mr. Evans
help her?

Margaret changed into her habit, and rode off on her pony to
Mr. Evans' vicarage. Getting down at the gate, she put her bridle
over the post, and went up to the door. It was the middle of the
morning; Mr. Ev,ans saw her from his study window, and knowing
that his wife was cooking the dinner, and the servant-girl hanging
out the washing, he went to the door himself, much surprised at the
appearance of a fashionable young lady.

" I'm in great trouble," said Margaret at once; "that's why I've
come to see you." "Come in," said the Vicar, leading her into the
study; "may I ask your name?" "I'm Margaret Lucas," said the
girl; "you will have heard of my father, I expect." Mr. Evans had
indeed heard of Mr. Lucas, and knew him to be strongly opposed to
all true religion. Whatever could his daughter want to consult him
about?

Margaret did not keep the Vicar waiting. She told him at once
that she had been reading a book from which she learned that she
was in danger of perishing eternally. She w,as terribly concerned
and anxious; could Mr. Evans please tell her if what she read was
true?

As she spoke, the girl produced the book, handing it to the Vicar.
" It says such awful things! " said the girl, "but surely they can't
be true-only I'm afraid they are." "What things?" said the
minister. Margaret turned over the pages with trembling fingers,
and pointed to a passage. "There!" she said; "those words can't
be really true, can they? "

Mr. Evans glanced at the paragraph. "Well, of course," said he,
" those words must be true, for the writer is quoting a verse from the
Scriptures, the Word of God Himself. Didn't you know that was
from the Bible?" No, Margaret had no idea of this. "It is indeed
the Word of God," said the clergyman, " and therefore there can be
no question that you and I and everyone else are included under
these warnings. If we have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope
set before us in the Gospel, we are safe; there is no condemnation
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to them which are in Christ Jesus. But outside Christ, we are lost
indeed! "

" Then there isn't any hope for me," said the girl. "No, no, don't
say that," said Mr. Evans; ., but I'm only telling you what is stated
in the Bible-surely it is not new to you?" "I haven't read much
of the Bible," said the girl timidly.

Mr. Evans' work had always lain amongst people of no education,
many of them unable to read, and he was used to their ignorance of
the Bible; but it was a complete surprise to him to find a well
educated girl, daughter of a wealthy man, confessing to the same
lack of knowledge. He saw that he must begin at the beginning. He
spoke of sin and of judgment to come; quoting much from the Bible,
he showed Margaret that we are all alike sinners in the sight of
a holy God, all of us helpless to save ourselves, and in danger of
being lost for ever! Margaret drank in his words, fear and anguish
showing plainly in her face. At last she started l1p, whispering
" Oh! I came to you for comfort, and you tell me these awful
things-what shall I do? "

" Sit down again, young lady," said the Vicar, "for I have some
thing more to tell you. There is hope for the very worst of us sinners,
for Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." He told her
of the love of God in sending His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life; he
showed her Calvary, where the Lord Jesus died to save His people
from their sins; he told her that Jesus had invited the weary and
heavy-laden to come to Him, promising that He would give them
rest.

Margaret listened with the utmost attention. When at last she
said she must really go, Mr. Evans found a New Testament for her,
and sent her away to study the Word of God.

For the next few weeks Margaret spent all her time looking for
the way of salvation in her precious book. She had been brought up
to be entirely careless of God, and the long habits of unbelief and
rebellion warred in her mind with her eager longing for peace with
God and safety in the Lord Jesus Christ. But God answered her in
the day of her distress; slowly but surely He brought her into the
light. The girl paid many visits to Mr. Evans, for nobody took any
notice of where she went when she galloped off on her pony. The
Vicar was greatly impressed with her earnestness, and had no doubt
of the work of God in her soul. The day came when Margaret said
joyfully, "Oh, Mr. Evans, you told me the truth when you said
there was hope for me! I could hardly believe you then, but now
I have proved. for myself that Christ Jesus did come into the world
to save sinners!"

And there for this month we must leave her.
DAMARIS.
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SCRIPTURE. ENIGMA Np. 51

T he whole: The Lord's command to Simon Peter.

1. Used to carry David's household over Jordan.
2. A man of this country was Candace's treasurer.
3. One limit of Ahasuerus's empire.

4. The form in which the Baptist saw the Holy Ghost descend on
Jesus.

5. Twelve stones from Jordan were to be for a memorial.
6. The Child was still this when the Wise Men found Him.
7. The this of money is the root of all evil.
8. Peter's feeling at the dr,aught of the fishes.
9. God set this upon Cain.

10. The imprisoned baker dreamt that the top basked held these.
11. He roused the sleeping Jonah.

SOLUTION OF No. 50

The whole: "Let My People Go" (Exod. 5: 1, etc.).

1. Lamps (Matt. 25: 1).
2. Eighty-three (Exod. 7 : 7).
3. Tomb (Mark 6 : 29).
4. Malachi (Malachi 1: 1).
5. Yoke (Lam. 3 : 27).
6. Pinnacle (Matt. 4: 5).
7. Ephrath (Gen. 35: 19).
8. Olives (Matt. 26 : 30).
9. Prison (Acts 5 : 17, 18).

10. Lentils (2 Sam. 17 : 18).
11. Emmanuel (Matt. 1: 23).
12. Grave-clothes (.John 11 : 44).
13. Ophir (1 Kings 9: 27, 28).

We want to see manifest work of the Spirit among people-an
evident sense of sin-a lively faith in Christ-a decided change of
heart-a distinct separation from the world-a holy walk with God.
In one word, we want to see souls saved, and we are fools and
impostors-blind leaders of the blind-if we rest satisfied with
:anything less.-Bishop .J. C. R YLE.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"SEEKING FOR JESUS;'

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. BATTERSBY (SHEFFIELD), 1884

IN the 6th chapter of St. John's Gospel, and in the 24th verse, you
will find these words: "SEEKING FOR JESUS." We have an account
in the preceding part of this chapter of one of the most interesting
miracles that our Lord ever wrought. Jesus was in a " desert place
belonging to the city of Bethsaida," ~, and He went up into a moun
tain, and there He sat with His disciples" (Luke 9: 10).

" When Jesus then lifted up His eyes, and saw a great company
come unto Him," the question arose, "Whence shall we buy bre.ad,
that these roay eat?" "But Jesus Himself knew what He would
do." Philip said, "Two hundred penny-worth of bread is not
sufficient for them, that everyone of them may take a little." The
twelve said, "Send them away, that they may go into the towns
and country round about, and lodge, and get victuals: for we are
here in a desert place." Andrew said, "There is a lad here, which
hath five barley loaves and two small fishes; but what are they
among so many?" "Jesus said, Make the men sit down," "and
the men sat down, in number about five thousand."

Jesus, looking up to heaven, gave thanks to His Father, and then
distributed the loaves and the fishes to the disciples, .and the disciples
to the multitude, as much as they would. And when they were all
filled, Jesus said to His disciples, "Gather up the fragments that
remain, that nothing be lost." They did so, and "filled twelve
baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves which remained
over and above unto them that h.ad eaten." Our Lord did indeed
feed a " great company" on this interesting occasion. "There were
about five thousand men, beside women and children."

Now, what was the impression produced upon those who had
witnessed the miracle? "Then those men, when they had seen the
miracle which Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that Prophet that
should come into the world" (verse 14). The Prophet to their minds
would be the ONE of Whom Moses had spoken in the 18th of
Deuteronomy, 15th to 19th verse. These men wished to take Him
bv force, and make Him a King, but He departed again into a
rriountain Himself alone (15th verse). The Jews had great notions
about their nation having a king of their own blood, and of a
temporal kingdom. In this respect, they were very carnal. Even the
disciples themselves had a hankering after a temporal kingdom until
our Lord ascended to heaven. They put this question to Jesus,
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" Lord, wilt Thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? ".
You will remember His answer to them (Acts 1 : 6, 7).

From the 16th to the 22nd verse, you have an account of the
rough voyage of the disciples from Bethsaida to Capernaum. Jesus
joined them in the midst of the sea, and comforted them in their
troubles. Immediately they were at the land whither they went.
The day after, the people discovered" that Jesus was not there in
the desert place, neither His disciples; they also took shipping, and
came to Capernaum, SEEKING. FOR JESUS.» They found Him, and
entered into conversation with Him. This will lead us to a considera
tion of our text:-

First, The PERSON sought for-" JESUS.»

Secondly, The SEEKERS, 'or the PERSONS seeking for lesus.
Thirdly, What is implied in SEEKING for lesus?
And lastly, What is implied in FINDING lesus?
When we begin to touch so large a subject as the one which is

either contained in, or suggested by, our text, we are led to exclaim
with the Apostle, " And who is sufficient for these things?" "We
are not sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves; but
our sufficiency is of God."

1. THE PERSON SOUGHT FOR-"JESUS"

It is my intention to point out to you some of the sayings of Jesus
about Himself as recorded in the Gospel of St. John.

(a) SON OF GOD. The Jews brought the charge of blasphemy
against Him, saying, "Because that Thou, being a man, makest
Thyself God." Jesus reasoned with the Jews, saying, "Is it not
written in your law, I said, ye are gods? If He called them gods to
whom the Word of God came, and the Scripture cannot be broken;
Say ye of Him, Whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the
world, Thou b1asphemest; because I said I AM THE SON OF GOD? "
(John 10: 33-36) Now, it is in the Gospel of St. John that the
Sonship of Jesus is more particularly revealed. His Godhead is
declared in the opening verse of the Gospel: "In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."
It is because Jesus is " the Mighty God," that infinite value obtains
to every thought, word, and work of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. It is on Christ, the Son of the living God, that the Church
of God is built, and against which the powers of darkness can never
prevail. We would say with St. Peter, " We believe and are sure that
Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God."

" On Christ the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand."

(b) Again, Jesus said, " I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD" (John
8: 12). This is one of the beautiful titles of Jesus. Now, what the
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sun in the firmament of heaven is in and to the natural world, that
the Son of God is in and to the spiritual world, The sun in the
heavens is the fountain and source of light to the natural world, so
is Jesus to His church. The sun is the source of life, heat, warmth,
comfort, jPy, and gladness in the world of nature, and so is Jesus in
the hearts of His believing people. The sun gives a glorious light
and scatters the darkness of night, and so does Jesus.

(c) Again, Jesus said, " I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE." These words
occur in our chapter. Jesus said unto those who followed Him: "I
AM THE BREAD OF LIFE,," "I AM THAT BREAD OF LIFE." "I AM THE
LIVING BREAD." Bread is the staff, the stay, and the support of life.
What could we do without bread? Take away our bread, and you
take away our strength and our support. Now, what bread is to the
satisfying of our natural wants, that Jesus is to the satisfying of our
spiritual needs and necessities. What can the soul do without
spiritual bread?

(d) Again, Jesus said, ., I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD" (John
10: 10, 14). Now, if there be a shepherd, there must be sheep, or
a flock of sheep. The Shepherd here is Jesus, and His followers are
His sheep. The Shepherd goes before His sheep, and they follow
Him, for they know His voice. What does Jesus the good Shepherd
do for His sheep? He gives His life for them. This is the way He
saves them. He also watches over them, and takes care of them. He
will not suffer the devil to steal onc of them. He keeps His eyes upon
them, and holds them in His hands. No man can pluck a sheep out
of the good Shepherd's hand. He is too strong for all their enemies.
The good Shepherd is very kind to His sheep, for He makes them to
lie down in the green pastures of His promises: and: He leads them
beside the still and deep waters of comfort and consolation. In this
10th chapter Jesus also says, " I AM THE DOOR OF THE SHEEP." He
is the Door of entrance into the Church of God upon earth, and He
is also the Door by which all believers enter into heaven and glory.

(e) Again, Jesus said, "I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE"
(John 11 : 25, 26). These words were addressed by our Lord to
Martha upon one of the most of all important subjects revealed to
us in the Word of God. The Author and Giver of all life is God.
But we have seen that Jesus is God, and hence, Jesus is the Author
and Giver of all life. In Him is life, and this life is the light of men.
The Father has life in Himself, and He has given to the Son to have
life in Himself. Our natural life is from Him. "In Him we live,
and move, and have our being." In Him wc live spiritually now,
for, "Our life is hid with Christ in God." In Him we have resur
rection life, for representatively we are already risen in Him. Jesus
says, "He that believeth on Me, though he die, yet shall he live:
and whosoever liveth and believeth on Me shall never die." In
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confirmation of My words, says Jesus, thy brother Lazarus shall rise
again from the dead immediately.

(f) Again, Jesus said, "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE
LIFE" (.John 14: 6). These words are an answer to Thomas, who
had just said, "Lord, we know not whither Thou goest, and how
can we know the way." The w.ay from sin, self, and Satan, is Jesus.
The way to the Father is Jesus. "No man cometh unto the Father,
but by Me." The way into the holiest, which is heaven itself, is
Jesus. The Blood of Jesus has opened up a new and living way to
glory. Jesus is the way, the true way, the living way, the holy way,
the narrow way, the safe way, and the only way to the mansions
of bliss. He is the only way, the only gate, and the only door to
eternal glory.

(g) Agair:, Jesus said, " I AM THE TRUE VINE" (John 15: 1). If
Jesus be the" true Vine," then believers are the" true branches."
" I am the Vine, ye are the branches." The design of this parable is
to show, that where there is real vital union with Christ, there will
also be fruitfulness. "Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear
much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples." If a person be only pro
fessionally in Christ, and not possessionally in Him, his outward
profession will fade, and he will be cast forth like a branch that is
withered, and ready to be gathered, and taken, and cast into the
fire, and burned. The parable teaches us the striking difference
between the true and the false professors of religion. The false will
wither and die, but the true will flourish, be fruitful, and abide for
ever.

(h) Again, Jesus said, " I AM JESUS" (John 18: 5). These words
had a very startling effect upon the officers of the chief priests and
pharisees who heard them. We are told that, " As soon then as He
had said unto them, I AM JESUS, they went backward, and fell to
the ground." Notice the power of Jesus when He speaks. The men
who should have taken Him, when they heard His voice, " staggered
backward and reeling fell to the earth like dead men."

Before leaving this first part of my subject, I must remind you of
some of the sayings of others about Jesus in this Gospel. I can only
give you a few of these sayings. John the Baptist said, "Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." Andrew
said, "We have found the Messias, Which is, being interpreted,
the Christ." Philip said, "We have found-Jesus of Nazareth, the
Son of Joseph." Nathanie1 said to Jesus, " Rabbi, Thou art the Son
of God; Thou art the King of Israel." Nicodemus said, "Thou art
a teacher come from God." The woman of Samaria said, "Sir,
I perceive that Thou art a prophet." She also said to the men of
Samaria, "Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever
I did; is not this the Christ?" And they said when they had heard
Him, "This is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world." Peter
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said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living- God." Some of the
Jews said, "Of a truth this is the Prophet." Others said, "This is
the Christ." And others said, "Thou hast a devil." Pilate said to
the Jews, " Behold your king! " Doubting- Thomas, after our Lord's
resurrection, said to Jesus, " My Lord and my God! " I have quoted
these sayings in order to induce you and others to read the Gospel
of St. John very carefully. And if you do so, I feel persuaded of
this, that, under the Spirit's guidance, you will derive great profit
and blessing to your own souls.

n. THE PERSONS SEEKING FOR JESUS

I shall speak to you of three classe3 of « SEEKERS))-selfish seekers,
malicious and murderous seekers, and spiritual seekers· for Jesus.

(a) SELFISH SEEKERS for Jesus. Our Lord said to those who
followed Him to Capernaum, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye
seek Me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of
the loaves, and were filled" (verse 26). You see that Jesus knew the
hearts and the motives of those who were seeking for Him. These
selfish seekers asked Him for a sign, saying, "What sign shewest
Thou then, that we may see, and believe Thee? What doest Thou
work?" (verse 30). They wished to see something more than the
miracle of feeding five thousand with five barley loaves and two
small fishes.

It is very frequently applied to ministers that their seeking for
Jesus means nothing more than" loaves and fishes." In too many
cases, this is too true, I fear. But this low and selfish view of seeking
for Jesus is not confined to ministers, for it is equally true of some
hearers. Our Lord says so, and He knew what was in man. A selfish
seeker for Jesus is a carnal seeker for Him. He wishes to impose
upon the true disciples of Christ, as if the grand object of His search
was Jesus, whilst in reality it is SELF-SELF-SELF! Selfish seekers
are as frequently found in the congregations as in the pulpit.

(b) MALICIOUS and MURDEROUS SEEKERS are the second class.
Herod belonged to this class, for he sought the young Child to
destroy Him. "The scribes and the chief priests sought how they
might destroy Him" (Mark 11: 18; Luke 19: 47). "The Jews
persecuted Him and sought to kill Him" And why? Simply because
He had done good on the sabbath day (John 5 : 16, 18). "Ye seek
to kill Me, because My Word hath no place in you." "Ye seek to
kill Me, a Man that hath told you the truth which I have h~ard of
God." The time will come, says Jesus, when" Ye will seek Me, but
ye shall die in your sins." Three times He says to the Jews, "Ye
shall die in your sins." The Jews could neither take nor kill Jesus
before the appointed time. They sought and found Him in the
garden, and brought Him to Caiaphas, and then to Pilate, and then
to Golgotha, where they crucified Him. St. Peter made good use of
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this fact, charging home upon the Jews the death of Jesus: "There
fore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made
that same Jesus, Whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ."

(c) SPIRITUAL SEEKERS for Jesus are the third class. Who are
these? These spiritual seekers are well spoken of in the Old Testa
ment. Isaiah says, "Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteous
ness, ye that seek the Lord" (51 : 1). These spiritual seekers have
got their faces Zionward. "Thus saith the Lord, The children of
Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going
and weeping: they shall go, and seek the Lord their God. They
shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come
and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant, that
shall not be broken" (Jeremiah 50 : 4, 5). Here you have spiritual
seekers described. Spiritual seekers for Jesus are those whose hearts
the Lord has touched. They are poor and contrite in spirit, and
tremble at the Word of the Lord. They are humble and praying
souls like David: "I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and
delivered me from all my fears" (34th Psalm, 4th verse).

Ill. SPIRITUAL SEEKING FOR JESUS

Thirdly, what is implied in SEEKING for Iesus? I wish it to be
clearly understood that the remaining part of my sermon will be
addressed to those only who are spiritual seekers for Jesus.

I shall take it for granted that all real spiritual seekers have been
first sought out by the Lord Himself. Take the words of the Lord,
as recorded in the 34th of Ezekiel, as illustrative of my meaning.
" Behold I, even I, will both search My sheep, and seek them out"
(11th verse). He will search out the whole flock, and not even one
of His weak, and broken, and sickly sheep shall perish. The good
Shepherd seeks His sheep that was lost, and finding it, He brings it
to His fold, and feeds it, and takes care of it for Himself (Luke 15).
This is what I mean when I say that all real spiritual seekers for
Jesus have been first sought out by the Lord Himself.

A seeking soul is deeply sensible of want. "They that seek the
Lord shall not want any good thing" (34th Psalm, 10th verse). That
is, they shall not want for any good thing very long. They are
very hungry and want bread. Jesus, the bread of life, will feed them.
They are very thirsty and want water. Jesus gives them a drink of
the water of the well of Bethlehem. And this water which He gives
them shall be in them a well of water springing up into everlasting
life. When the soul is satisfied with marrow and fatness, then the
heart is filled with gladness, and the mouth praises God with joyful
lips.

Again, a seeking soul is b'oth restless and earnest. We cannot
illustrate this restlessness and earnestness of soul better than in the
word of David: "How long wilt Thou forget me, 0 Lord? For

I
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ever? How long wilt Thou hide Thv face from me? How long shall
I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? How
long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? Consider and hear me,
o Lord my God" (Psalm 13).

Again, a seeking soul is both diligent and persevering. Now turn
with me to the 3rd chapter of the Song of Solomon: "By night on
my bed I sought Him Whom my soulloveth: I sought Him, but I
found Him not. I will arise now, and go about the city in the streets,
and in the broad ways I will seek Him Whom my soul loveth; I
sought Him, but I found Him not." The Saviour sometimes with
draw~ Himself, and why? Is it not for the very purpose of stimulat
ing the spiritual seeker? The soul often searches for her Beloved,
and finds Him not. She often calls Him, and He gives her no answer.
Still, He sees her and marks her every step. Soon shall she find Him,
and having found Him, she shall exclaim: "It was but a little that
I passed from them (the watchmen), but I found Him Whom my
soul loveth: I held Him, and would not let Him go." If our
Beloved has turned aside, it is that we who are spiritual may seek for
Him more diligently and perseveringly. This is experimental work
in the soul, accompanied with an ardent longing to transact spiritual
and heavenly business with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Again, a seeking soul is both a believing and a sanguine soul.
What saith the Scriptures? "He that cometh to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him." The Old Testament saints were" strangers and pilgrims on
the earth." "They looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
Builder and Maker is God." They had their eyes upon the heavenly
country, knowing that this earthly country was not their rest. "But
now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: Wherefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God: for He hath prepared
for them a city" (Hebrews 11 : 6, 10, 13, 14, 16). You will see that
believing and sanguine souls have a definite object in view.

Hear the words of exhortation by St. Paul: "If ye then be risen
with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God." Think ~or yourselves of these things
which are above-God, Christ, the Spirit, heaven, and every good
gift and grace. "Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with Him in glory" (Col. 3: 1-4). The saints of God look
to the promises, and are confident that they will not be disappointed:
" When the poor and needy seek w,ater, and there is none, and their
tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of
Israel will not fO'fsake them. I will open rivers in high places, and
fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a
pool of water, and the dry land springs of wa ter " (Isaiah 41 : 17, 18).

-I
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Again, there are both times and places for seeking the Lord. Seek
the Lord at all times. There are times of trouble, times of distress,
times of affliction, times of trial, times of doubts and fears, and times
of prosperity. Asaph says, "In the day of my trouble I sought the
Lord: my sore ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to
be comforted" (Psalm 77: 2). Jehoshaphat sought the Lorq
(2 Chron. 17: 3), and was both heard and answered. David says
(1l9th Psalm, 10th verse), "With my whole heart have I sought
Thee." But is not this the experience of all God's ,deeply taught
children? I think it is. Read the histories of Moses, Job, David,
Jonah, Daniel, and other eminent servants of the Lord. These old
saints understood the secret, "Seek ye Me, and ye shall live"
(Amos 5: 4). .

Again: Where are the places for seeking the Lord? Seek for Him
in the Word of God. This is the principal place. But then, He is to
be sought for in the house of God. What is the object of our meeting
tonight in this house of prayer and praise ?Are we not seeking for
Jesus? Do we not want to know something about Jesus? Is not
Jesus the chief object in our thoughts? We are seeking for Jesus,
and would see Jesus. Asaph learnt and understood many things by
going to the house of God (Psalm 73: 16, 17). God's dear children
have many doubts resolved in the house of God, whether the house
of God be a building or the company of the faithful. I would,
however, have it impressed upon your minds that Jesus is to be
sought for in the types, in the prophecies, and in the promises of
the Old Testament. He is the Alpha and the Omega of the Word
of Gael.

IV. FINDING JESUS

This brings us to notice lastly, What is implied in finding Jesus.
Every spiritual seeker for, and finder of, Jesus, shall in his experience
realise that he has found" great spoil," even the" spoil of kings."

I wish, however, to impress upon you that it does not at all follow,
that because some persons are seekers, that therefore they are finders.
We read of some persons, of whom it is said, "Then shall they call
upon Me, but I will not answer; they shall seek Me early, but they
shall not find Me." The reason is assigned (Prav. 1). And again,
think of our Lord's words to him who said, "Lord, are there few
that be saved?" And He said unto them, " Strive to enter in at the
strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall
n'ot be able» (Luke 13: 23, 24). These are terrible words. Now, if
it were possible for a person to shoulder into heaven with a multi
tude, yet, if he had not upon him the ~' wedding garment," he would
very quickly be shouldered out into outer darkness. May God help
us to think of these things, and to think of them wisely and rightly.

Again, There is a promise to all real seekers, that they shall find.
I now refer to the words of our Lord to His disciples. They are often
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quoted by ministers, and I wish I could say that they arc always
quoted aptly. They are often quoted and applied as if they belonged
to natural instead of to spiritual men. The words occur in our Lord's
sermon on the mount, " Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For everyone
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened" (Matthew 7: 7, 8). There is no
mockery in these words. The Lord meant what He said: All
spiritual beggars are receivers-all spiritual seekers are finders-and
all spiritual knockers have the door of heaven opened unto them.
There is something so thoroughly spiritual, experimental, and
practical in our Lord's words, that I dare not lower the standard of
them to the carnal reasoning of fallen and depraved humanity.

Again, What do spiritual seekers find? The wise man says, "Those
that seek Me early shall find Me." The person found is Jesus, with
Whom are" Riches and honour, yea, durable riches and righteous
ness." "Blessed is the man that heareth Me, watching daily at My
gates, waiting at the posts of My doors." Here is a description of
a true spiritual seeker for Jesus. And what follows? "For whoso
findeth Mc findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord"
(Proverbs 8: 17, 18, 34, 35).

Whoso finds Jcsus finds great spoils. He finds pardon in Jesus
through His most precious Blood. He finds peace in Jesus. He finds
rest in Jesus. He finds righteousness in Jesus. He finds holiness in
Jesus. He finds acceptance in Jesus. He finds heaven and all things
in Jesus. Jesus is all things to the spiritual finder. "God, that spared
not His Own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not
with Him also freely give us all things?" What precious words are
these! "Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are
yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are
Christ's; and Christ is God's" (1 Corinthians 3 : 21, 22, 23). What
more can I add to these things?

[This sermon has been somewhat abbreviated.]

THE methods of presenting the Gospel have changed in mallY
churches, and there is the increasing temptation to compromise: to
modernise the Gospel by film, television, recorder, gramophone and
other contemporary practices, and to reduce the Word of God to the
limitations of modern translations of the Scriptures. We need to be
deeply prayerful about our methods and to learn our complete
dependence on God the Holy Spirit, and to rise above defeat.
-Mr. F. H. WRINTMORE (Editor, London City Mission Magazine).
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PILGRIM PAPERS

"WEAK AND WORTHLESS"

IN 1 Samuel 16: 1, we read: "And the Lord said unto Samuel,
How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from
reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee
to Jesse ... " I have there one as king who will do My will, as Saul
refused obedience.

I have wondered if, when God spoke of David as quoted by Paul
in Acts 13: 22, as "a man after His own heart," he (Paul) was
comparing him with Saul, who blatantly refused to do-he disobeyed
God's law and commandments from the beginning, and so on till he
spared Agag. David was " a man after His heart," his chief desire
being to obey God. David sought to know and to do that will: that
was to be emphasised, as Paul did. It need have no reference at all
to the future blots of David's life-" he shall fulfil all My will," was
the point.

"He shall fulfil all My will "-can that have reference to any
child of God, if the whole of his life is to be judged? The 51st Psalm
is God's will for any who walk in His will. "Wash me, and I shall
be whiter than snow; make me to hear joy and gladness, that the
bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice." It is the manifest
feature, when David was said to be a man after God's heart, that he
sought Him all the time, which Saul never did. Saul's aim was self,
and to be magnified before the people; David's was to praise and
bless God's blessed Name. So the Spirit teaches" Not unto us, 0
Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name give glory, for Thy mercy,
and for Thy truth's sake" (Psalm 115: 1).

That I have no doubt was how an aunt of mine felt like when
she gave me to learn-at the age of four or five-Newton's hymn:

Poor, weak, and worthless though I am,
I have a rich Almighty Friend;

Jesus, the Saviour, is his name,
He freely loves and without end.

Poor in spirit she was, and weak, but worthless-how could any
child of God be that? But, of course, John Newton, who knew the
" pensive, doubting, fearful heart," knew also:

" And in thee it shall appear
What a God of love can do."

-FOLLOWER-ON.
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[We venture to append the full text of the two hymns quoted
from John Newton by "Follower-on."-Edit()lr.]

Is this thy kindness to thy Friend?-2 SAM. 16: 17.

Poor, weak, and worthless though I am,
I have a rich Almighty Friend;

Jesus, the Saviour, is his name,
He freely loves, and without end.

He ransom'd me from hell with blood,
And by his power my foes controul'd;

He found me wand'ring far from God,
And brought me to his chosen fold.

He cheers my heart, my want supplies,
And says that I shall shortly be

Enthroned with Him above the skies:
O! what a friend is Christ to me !

But ah! my inmost spirit mourns,
And well my eyes with tears may swim,

To think of my perverse returns!
I've been a faithless friend to Him.

Often my gracious Friend I grieve,
Neglect, distrust, and disobey;

And often Satan's lies believe,
Sooner than all my Friend can say.

He bids me always freely come,
And promises whate'er I ask:

But I am straiten'd, cold, and dumb,
And count my privilege a task.

Before the world that hates his cause,
My treach'rous heart has throbb'd with shame;

Loath to forego the world's applause,
I hardly dare avow his Name.

Sure. were not I most vile and base,
I could not thus my Friend requite!

And were not He the God of grace,
He'd frown, and spurn me from his sight.
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I:0 the Afflicted, t.ossed with tempests and not comforted.
-ISAIAH 54: 5-11.

Pensive, doubting, fearful heart,
Hear what Christ the Saviour says;

Every word should joy impart,
Change thy mourning- into praise:

Yes, He speaks, and speaks to thee,
May He help thee to believe!

Then thou presently wilt see,
Thou hast little cause to grieve.

"Fear thou not, nor be ashamed,
All thy sorrows soon shall end:

I who heaven and earth have framed
Am thy Husband and thy Friend:

I the High and Holy One,
Israel's God by all adored,

As thy Saviour will be known,
Thy Redeemer and thy Lord.

For a moment I withdrew,
And thy heart was fill'd with pain;

But my mercies I'll renew,
Thou shalt soon rejoice again:

Though I seem to hide my face,
Very soon my wrath shall cease;

'Tis but for a moment's space,
Ending in eternal peace.

When my peaceful bow appears,'"
Painted on the watery cloud;

'Tis to dissipate thy fears,
Lest the carth should be o'erfJowed :

'Tis an emblem too of grace-
Of my covenant love a sign;

Though the mountains leave their place,
Thou shalt be for ever mine.

Though afflicted, tempest-toss'd,
Comfortless awhile thou art,

Do not think thou canst be lost,
Tholi art graven on my heart:

All thy wastes I will repair,
Thou shalt be rebuilt anew;

And in thee it shall 3ppear,
What a Goel of love can do"

'" Gen. 9: 13, 14.
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WEAK BUT TRIUMPHANT GRACE
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NOTES OF A SERMON BY THE REV. WILLIAM PARKS, B.A.
(MANCHESTER)

"A bruised reed shall He not break, and smoking flax shall He not
quench, till He send forth judgment unto victory."-MATT.
12: 20.

MANY people think it injudicious to tell all the truth respecting
Christ and His mission, Christ and His work, Christ and His
redeemed. They say, "If you tell men everything that might be
told of Christ and His people, you will make some reckless, and
others presumptuous. Better keep back a part, and then people will
be more cautious. Let them imagine that their salvation mainly
depends upon themselves, and they will be far more likely to be good
and to do good."

When this policy is reduced to its first principles, it means this:
Suppres, the truth; tell lies; do evil that good may come. Is it not
so? Yes, there can be no doubt about it. But this must not be our
policy. No! Wc must tell all the truth, and for more reasons than
onc. First, we have to feed the Church of God; secondly, we have
to strengthen the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees; and,
thirdly, we have to proclaim the glory of God in His Trinity of
Persons.

It is wi th the Church of God we have especially to do; and,
following out this plan, we declare with unfaltering faithfulness this
precious truth through the text I have just read. The weakest grace
must be victorious; and what do I mean by that? I mean that if
you or I have the tiniest particle of grace within us, we must be, we
cannot but be, saved with an everlasting salvation.

1. HAVE WE GRACE?

Before I prove this, I would start with the question, Have we
grace? Proving this or proving that proposition, you know, signifies
little to anyone, except as an intellectual entertainment, if he be not
individually interested in it. What signifies it to a lost soul, what is
true or what is not true? Nothing. But supposing I have grace, it
~ignifies a deal to mc, whether it is invincible or not; for, supposing
it to be invincible, the comfort of my life depends upon the fact.
So that it is one of the first steps in this matter to discuss the question,
Have we grace?

I t may soon be answered.



178 The Gospel Magadne

First, have we a sincere desire to be rid of our sins?

Secondly, is the burden of the body of this death our greatest
grief?

Thirdly, do we esteem Christ above all the world?

Fourthly, would we rather have Christ revealed in our hearts,
than occupy the most exalted positions without Him?

Fifthly, do we really, sincerely, and earnestly long after rightcous
ness and true holiness?

If so, we need go no farther. We need not be able to fathom the
depths or soar to the heights of the myseries of salvation. We have
grace; we have possession of that gracious principle which the Holy
Ghost implants at regeneration; and, though it be very imperfectly
developed, it is all-sufficient to guarantee our salvation. And why?
Because of what Christ has saici in our text (Matt. 12 : 20).

But it may be objected, " Ah, but, though Christ will not extin
guish it, we may ourselves extinguish it-our sins may extinguish it,
Satan may extinguish it. How then?" To this I reply, All these
things are impossible, for Christ has care of this very grace in His
hands. It is a mistake to suppose that whcn God implants grace in
a man's heart He leaves man to take care of it, and says, " Now see
and make the best use of it you can; if you are watchful and zealous,
it will be all right; if you are careless and neglectful, it will be all
wrong."

This is the most monstrous nonsense, but it is regarded even by
the intelligent world as orthodoxy. I should be glad to be informed
what is to take care of grace in man. Is it his nature? then nature
is superior to grace! For surely that which cares and protects and
keeps alive another must be superior to that other. Is it the man's
grace that takes care of itself? then there would have been no need
for Christ's assurance in the text; br that which can take care of
itself requires no foreign aid: but then we shall make grace inde
pendent of God! Do not you see the folly of the idea that a man is
given grace to make the best use he can of it, and upon that use
depends his salvation? But away with this false doctrine! It is God
who gives grace, and it is God who keeps it and preserves it, and will
not suffer the blackest corruption to extinguish it or put it out.
Oh, what comfort is there in this truth! And now let me illustrate
this for you.

You remember reading in the Gospels of the poor father who came
to Christ, asking Him to heal his son who was grievously tormented.
"Believe," says Christ: ",all things are possible to him that
believeth.". "Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief," replies this
poor staggering man, this broken reed, this smoking flax, and then
Christ grapted him his request.
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You remember reading of the nobleman of Capernaum, whose
faith was so weak that he could not believe Christ could cure unless
He went to the house where his son was dying. "Come dowh,"
beseeches the father, "and heal my son." Surely that was but a
flickering spark of grace that was in that man; as if Christ could not
as well heal at a distance as if nigh at hand. "Go thy w,ay," says
Christ, " thy son liveth." There was a bruised reed or smoking flax,
and yet Christ did not break it or stamp it out.

Vou remember reading of the two disciples on their journey to
Emmaus after Christ's crucifixion. Surely never were men so closely
verging on unbelief as those. "We trusted," said they, "that it had
been He who should have redeemed Israel." What would they in all
probability have added had not Christ began to preach to them?
What was in their thoughts? Surely a grave suspicion that Christ
was an imposter. But did Christ break these bruised reeds, or quench
the smoking flax? Nay, but took all pains with them, and expounded
the Scriptures concerning Himself, opened their understandings to
understand, and mclted their hearts with His love.

What think ye of this, my hearers? It not Christ as good as His
word? Does He not in these instances, and many more, give us
practical illustrations of the precious truth I am declaring to you,
the weakest grace must conquer?

" Oh, cheer up, you poor flickering lights,.
God will fan you into flame! " ,

n. PROOFS OF TRIUMPHANT GRACE

Let me now prove to you that this must be. Grace is like gold.
Let all the dross or rubbish of the earth be flung upon gold, its
nature cannot be altered; the gold will be gold still, though buried
beneath a mass of the foulest matter. Grace is like light. Grace is
like a precious stone. Fling the diamond into the filthiest pit, and it
will be a diamond still; so it is with grace and man's corruptions.
The latter never can alter the character of the former. The smallest
particle of grace must be grace still, though the individual in whom
it is were surrounded by legions of devils. In short, grace being a
spark from the Divine nature, it must live, though all creation were
annihilated. But, farther,

First, the love of God is engaged in keeping grace alive in those
to u;hom it is imparted. Was it not the love of God that induced
Him to send His only-begotten Son to win this grace, to bestow this
grace, and to keep and preserve this grace? and can God's love vary
or change? Surely not. God's love is unalterable and eternal.
Depend upon it, then, the smallest portion of grace must be
victorious.

Secondly, the p,ower of God is engaged in preserving grace. If we
were to see God raise a corpse from the dead, we should be amazed
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at His power; we should unhesitatingly confess that none but God
could do such a thing. Now, if it requires God's power to raise a
body from the de;1d, surely it needs as much power to make a soul
alive, and to preserve grace in that soul. Yes, inspiration assures us
that we are kept by the power of God unto salvation.

Thirdly, the wisdom of God is engaged' in preserving grace in
those to whom it is given. The weakest grace is the birth of God's
eternal counsel (2 Tim. 1 : 9). Now, if we have any grace, it was first
given to Christ for us, and then it was given to the Spirit of God to
be applied for us or infused into us. And who are we that we should
be able to baulk the Trinity? Oh, what wisdom must God possess!
Who could foresee and prearrange all things in connection with this
wondrous work as to guarantee its complete accomplishment?
Listen, poor soul, you who by reason of your corruptions and tempta
tions are often fearing that you have not a spark of grace: God,
before He called you, foreSaW what contests and conflicts of sin and
the devil would be against you; He counted all the cost and trouble
He had undertaken in your behalf, and it is incompatible with His
wisdom to cease working in you and for you. What is it that makes
you and me give up a task that we had undertaken? Either want of
wisdom or of power. We either did not foresee the difficulties of the
case, or we were short of power to carry it out. But God is not thus
to be frustrated in His work. Then, we conclude, the weakest grace
must be triumphant.

Fourthly, the glory of God is engaged in preserving grace in them
to whom it is imparted. God's design in everything is His own glory.
His design in giving you and me grace was His own glory. He
wishes to make us monuments of His glory in eternity; He is pledged
to it. If I might be bold enough to say it, He cannot release Himself
from His engagements in this matter. By oaths and promises and
blood. lIe is bound to plant those who have ever had grace in
heaven, to thc honour .and glory of His name for ever.

Does not this satisfy the fears of poor weak souls, those timid
children of God, who may be fitly compared to bruised reeds and to
smoking flax? If not, I am commissioned to tell them, that Christ
is engaged in this work, and that the Holy Spirit is engaged in it.
Both those Persons are as much engaged in it as God the Father.
There is a sweet sense of security arising from the fact of Christ
being mixed up in this business. Naturally we shrink from God; He
is tco high for us, too wise, too glorious for us; we dare not approach
Him. But. when we know that Christ Jesus the Friend of sinners,
the Man of sorrows, the Bridegroom of His Church, has undertaken
a prominent part in the preserving of weak grace, then our hearts
take courage. Well, it is a fact that Christ's power and authority
and wisdom and faithfulness, yea, that His happiness and joy, are
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all engaged in this work. And, as Christ is the Father's Servant in
this business, so is the Spirit Christ's Servant to carry out the glorious
work of making grace triumphant.

Think for a moment, beloved in the Lord. In Christ dwells " all
the fulness of the godhead bodily" (Col. 2 : 9, 10); and how can
that be exhausted? Stand upon the seashore under the most scorch
ing of suns, sce the waves advance and retire, here and there they
leave some small pools of water. You think the sun will soon dry
them up, and so it would were it not for the again-and-again
advancing waves. On and on and ever they come, mocking the sun
in its scorching heat. So it is with the fulness of God in Christ and
our burning corruptions; these would scorch and dry up our tiny
graces, but all and on keep flowing the precious waves from Christ's
fulness, replenishing again and again the all-but-absorbed pools; and
this will go on and on till grace is finally triumphant.

Fear not, then, dear timid children of God, Christ Jesus-yea, the
whole Trinity-is engaged to cherish bruised reeds, and to inflame
the smoking flax, and never to leave you till He has brought you to
glory. The weaker your faith, the greater His compassion for you;
the stronger your corruptions, the more pity He has for your case.
Remember His own saying: "A bruised reed shall He not break,
and smoking Aax shall He not quench, till He send forth judgment
unto victory."

Ill. AN EXAMPLE OF WEAK BUT TRIUMPHANT GRACE

I would now, in conclusion, make some practical use of all this in
pointing to a singular case of what I believe to have been weak but
triumphant grace.

Last week but one I buried a young woman who, died of consump
tion. She vt:ry seldom came to church, though her parents do and
walk in the fear of God. Both they and I had seen for a long while
that death had marked her for his own. In my visits to the house,
I used to, say to her, "Margaret, you are looking very poorly. My
dear ~hild, I do not think you are long for this world; it is a solemn
thing to die, and not know where we are going to." To this she
would reply in the most hardened, unbelieving, scoffing tone, that
she was not going to die just yet. I do not think that in all my
experience I ever met with a more daring infidel for her years. She
would stop her mother's mouth at once whenever serious conversa
tion was addressed to her.

One d~v, however, a change came over her, and she said to her
mother, "Mother, I wish to be good and I cannot; and, if I die now,
I know I shall go to hell." The mother answered that it was a good
sign that she wished to be good, and yet felt her own incapacity,
but, not being willing to force religion on a dying child, said no
more.
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After some days, the young woman said, " I wonder would Mr.
Parks come and read and pray with me." And, as I was not within
call just then, she desired that the superintendent of the Sunday
school be sent for. He read and spoke, and prayed for her.

In a few days I heard that a great change had taken place in her
mind, and that she was desirous of seeing me. The interview I had
with her astonished me. I began to think she had been tampered
with by some ranters. But no; no one had ever been with her but
myself and the superintendent. She sometimes spoke like an old
Christian; she spoke of assurance, of pardon, and then losing it
again. But she persisted in saying that Christ had blessed her with
a sense of His pardoning love. She suffered great bodily pain, and
sometimes repined. But she used to add: "It is a sin to be
impatient," &c. &c.

[Here the MS. breaks off, or rather the sheet is filled, and we
trace no further observation upon the same subject in the after
folios. Still, we think quite enough has been stated of this truly
interesting case to justify our departed brother's belief that it was
an example of "weak but triumphant grace."-D. A. DOUDNEY.]
Sermon Notes, No. 41, 1868.

15lsT ANNIVERSARY MEETINGS

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY

SATURDAY, APRIL 26TH, 1958

A GOOD attendance of subscribers and friends is confidently antici
pated at the forthcoming 151st Anniversary and Annual Meeting
of this worthy Society on Saturday, April 26th, at Caxton Hall,
Westminster, S:-W.1.

The Rev. Donald Hill, M.A., of Stanmore, Middlesex, is ex
pected, God willing, to preach the Annual Sermon in the afternoon
at 2.45. Tea has been arranged, for which tickets at 3s. each are
available from the Society's General Secretary, 19 Ludgate Hill,
E.C.4.

The Evening Meeting will commence at 5.30, when Alderman G.
A. Warburton, lP., C.C., of Uckfield, Sussex, will be in the Chair,
and the Rev. Donald Hill, Pastor J. S. Green (of Gower Street
Memorial Chapel, London), Mr. S. J. Parker, Mr. L. G. Mills,
supported by other gentlemen, will be the speakers.

The Committee earnestly hope that all who can will make a
special effort to attend. Especially is it desirable that as many
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subscribers who are able shall endeavour to be present, since a
Special Resolution proposing important changes in the Society's
Rules will be brought before the meeting.

Information will also be given on this occasion concerning the
latest development of the Society's work, the new Midlands Homes
and Nursing\. Wing being erected at Evington, Leicester. This great
undertaking is a costly matter, and has been embarked upon as a
work of faith on the part of the Committee. Not only the erection,
but the upkeep of these Homes and Nursing Wing when completed,
will involve a very large increase in the annual expenditure of the
Society over and above the present heavy commitments.

The problem of obtaining suitable staff is also no small one; but
the Committee desire to look to the Lord in this as in all matters
relating to the present maintenance and future development of the
good work. "The Lord thy God, He it is that doth go before thee;
He will be with thee, He will not fail thee, neither forsake thee;
fear not, neither be dismayed" (Deut. 31 : 8). This wonderful and
gracious promise is felt to be a most suitable one for the Society,
and the Committee desire to plead with the Lord for a fulfilment
of it in relation to future plans.

Will you all, dear readers of The Gospe'l Magazine, seek to re
member this wonderful Society in your prayers, by your kind gifts
where that is possible, and by your presence, if enabled, at the
151st Anniversary; and so encourage the Committee by your mani
fested interest in the Society's work for the Lord's aged poor?

F.J.W.

IN the epistles to the seven churches, I find no indication of improve
ment, but rather declension and departure from God even in
Christian churches. And we have had recovery or improvement
only as God from time to time has wrought through the few in
numbers, and raised up faithful witnesses-an Elijah, in Old Testa
ment days; a John Wycliffe, or a Martin Luther, or a William
Tyndale, or a John Newton, or a George Whitfield, or a William
Romaine, or a Charles Simeon, with others, in days approaching
our own; and if I may refer to a living man, bearing an individual
testimony and exercising a wonderful influence, there IS our friend,
Mr. George Miiller, with his remarkable evidence to the power of
faith. It seems as if courageous men of God, from time to time, are
raised up as faithful witnesses, who stand forth and do exactly that
which the church in Sardis was exhorted to do. Such men are
watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, "that are ready
to die."-JAMEs INSKIP, ESQ., Clifton Conference, 1885.

-I
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WIDOW WHITE

BEING THE DYING TESTIMONY OF " A CERTAIN POOR WIDOW"':'

By THE LATE MR. GEORGE COWELL

THE following is a simple narrative of facts; for to avoid the sen
sational, and grasp at the substantial, is very necessary in these days.
It is penned because it is believed, that to note the dying testimonies
of the Lord's saints, concerning the faithfulness, of their covenant
God, the preciousness of redeeming blood, and the sanctifying oper
ation of the Holy Ghost, must bring honour to the Eternal Three,
and is calculated to strengthen the faith of those who remain, to
struggle on amidst the battle of life. May God accompany the narra
tive with His blessing, to the profit of souls!

On a Sabbath-day, just as we were on the point of going to the
house of God, a Christian friend called to ask us to visit a poor widow
woman, who was evidently drawing near her end, adding, " I have
had such a feast while listening to her tell of redeeming blood, that I
am sure you would like' to hear for yourself."

Very soon we wended our way to Widow White's cottage. It was
a lowly one-some nasturtiums were running up over the door, at
which stood a young woman, the daughter of the widow. We in
quired faT her mother, and she replied, "Very sadly, sir! do come
in." We were no sooner in than we were at the bedside of the sufferer,
for it was only round the corner by the door, and close to the
window. Perhaps this was her own wish, for she loved the sunshine;
and now a ray darted upon the placid countenance of the sick one.
There she lay: true, her frail body was but a mere frame of bones,
covered with a tightened, bloodless skin, but yet her eye sparkled,
her intellect was wonderfully vivid, and her voice sweetly clear, as,
looking at me, she said, calmly and deliberately, " A stranger! come
near, sir; now I tell you what the Lord has done for my soul."

Ah, reader, "where the treasure is, there will the heart be also."
It needs no chilling formality to introduce Christ. "Oh, what a
Saviour mine has been to me !" she continued. "Thirty years ago I
was a wretched woman; burdened under a sense of many sins, I did
not know what to do. One day, in my agony, I determined to go to a
Christian tradesman in this town, and tell him of my state. Full of
this idea, I started for his house, and when on the way, I saw him
coming up the street. My heart failed me as he approached; and yet,
I thought, my case is such a desperate one, I must take the liberty;
when, just as I was upon the point of crossing the road to speak to

*Reprinted, by special request, from The Gospel Magazine, February, 1905.



The Gospel Magazine 185

him, a woman I knew stopped and spoke to me, and the gentleman
passed on. Thus was I foiled; and now how angry I was with God!
I told Him He would not do anything for me. It was all hopeless.
But do you know, sir, that night, as I lay in bed, on this side"
(pointing to her right, and proceeding slowly), " do you know, sir, a
voice spoke into this ear, and it did not go out of the other, ' Believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.' I cannot tell you
whether I was dreaming, or whether it was a vision, but this I know,
it was a voice-I heard it; and then did I see that the Lord Jesus
did not mean me to look to a fleshly instrument, but He meant
Himself to take me in hand. 'Do you know' (an expression she
often used). ' I can't tell you a thousandth part of what I have en
joyed of Christ since then. Oh, what a Saviour He has been to me!

, I'll praise Him while He lends me breath.'

He took my filthy rags of creature righteousness, and threw them all
behind His back, and covered me with His own robe of righteousness
and garments of salvation, and presented me, pardoned, to His
eternal Father-Oh, what a Saviour He has been to me! " and here
looking upward, and becoming lost in adoration, she exclaimed,
"Yes, I scc Him-I see Him upon the fleecy clouds, bending to
wards me. and I long to be with Him," and; overcome, she sank
upon the pillow, and for a few moments all was silent.

Then slowly, yet clearly, she proceeded: "Do you know, sir, I
have had to battle with the world, a poor lone widow; but Jesus, my
blessed Saviour, has never left me. Now," she added, "you are a
stranger to me, but take my advice, Do you take every little thing
that concerns you t,o Christ. I have, and it is wonderful how He has
helped me through all. He has raised me up such kind friends, and
while I have been lying here for now more than two years, they
have come, and, do you know, their words of comfort have been
like dewdrops upon the thirsty ground."

Talking on in this strain, one felt one could only sit quiet and
listen to the testimony of this happy saint; and it was not till some
time had passed, that we ventured to propose the reading of a portion
of God's Word and joining together in prayer, and one will not easily
forget her emphatic" Oh, yes! " to the proposition. We turned to
the eighth chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, every word of
which seemed familiar to this ripened saint. "There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which are in Christ." "That is true,"
she exclaimed; "what should I do ' now' if there was?" She par
ticularly enjoyed the sweet verse, "For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." And again, "The earnest
expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons

1
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of God." She stopped us there, saying, "There's where I am wrong.
I want my Saviour to give me patience, but when my daughter turns
me in bed, oh, my agony is so great, that I do pray to my Saviour to
take me home. But it is only the flesh-I know His time is the best;
and what are my sufferings to His? And, do you know, my sufIerings
are deserved; He suffered for us, 'the just for the unjust.''' We reac;l
to her this glorious chapter, and after prayer, the burden of which
was that this dear saint might have her desire, even "the spirit of
patience," we left her, promising, if the Lord's will, to come soon
again-for our own sake, for verily we did feel it good to be there,
and watch the " ebbing moments JJ of a child of God ripening for
glory.

A few days after this interview, we wended our way again to
Widow White's cottage. We found her weaker in body, but her in
tellect still exceedingly clear. As we drew near to her bedside, she
shed upon us a smile of welcome, and we felt that oneness of spirit
known only to the Lord's dear people. Her conversation again
turned upon the past incidents of her life, and she slowly mentioned
two things which we thought remarkable. First: At the expression
" Feeding upon Christ," she said, "Do you know I have sat in that
armchair hour after hour at my needle" (she was a shoebinder),
" and with my Bible open on the table by my side-yes, hour after
hour, till, weary, sick, and faint for want of food, my hands have
dropped. I have roused myself, and turned to my precious Bible,
and such has been the joy realised, that the pangs of hunger have
been removed, and I have not felt to want food; understand me, it
was not that the Lord had left me without bread in the house, but
from my state I have loathed it." We replied, " We can quite believe
it." This is not the first time, by many, that we have heard of the
Lord miraculously sustaining His children with spiritual food.

The second thing she mentioned, which we thought an important
lesson for many, was this: she said, "I have read my Bible as the
voice of Jesus speaking to me; not as mere words, but as if I could see
His dear countenance, and look at His sweet lips moving whIle He
has spoken personally to me of the promises of His Ward"; and
turning her face towards us, she said emphatically, " Do vou read
the Bible, sir, as the voice of Jesus speaking to yO!u} "

We read her some precious passages of the Word, to all of which
she responded; and seemed fully alive. At the pasage, "Out of the
depths have I cried unto the Lord," she said, " Is not that marked? >J

We responded, "Yes," for, sure enough, there was the marking of
some bygone date, when doubtless wrestlings and rejoicings had been
experienced. At the mention of " the New Jerusalem," she caught
at the words, and repeated, "Ah! ah! the New Jerusalem," and
then burst into a perfect ecstasy of soul at the anticipation-
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" When I appear in yonder cloud,
With all the ransomed throng,

Then will I sing more sweet, more loud,
And Christ shall be my song."

We thought it a fitting opportunity to read John's description of the
Holy City, every word of which she seemed to drink in as one about
to enter its pearly gates, and after prayer we retired, promising, if
the Lord's will, to pay her another visit shortly. Ah! reader-

" Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are."

Widow White was a peculiarly afflicted woman. She had to drink
deeply of the cup of trial. It was not merely personal sufferings that
she had to bear, but her loving heart was often wrung through its
tenderest affections. Her husband was bereft of his reason for
eighteen months prier to his death. In the earlier stages of his
malady, she promised him that she would never send him away. It
might have been an unwise promise, but it was one which she faith
fully kept, although at the peril of her life. On one occasion, when
no one else was in the house, he went to her with the intention of
killing her. He told her so. But she could not move away. She had
no earthly succour at hand; but, like Nehemiah before he answered
the question of the king, she prayed to the God of heaven, and He
as quiCkly put it into her heart what to answer the poor maniac.
She said, " I have good news for you, dear," and he paused to ask,
" What is it?" "Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners
to save you and me." He answered, " Why, did He indeed, dear? "
and forgot his fatal purpose. On another occasion her calm trust in
God was manifested when her husband came downstairs, rubbing his
hands in evident delight, and saying, "Oh, my dear, I have got
something very nice to tell you." She said, " Well, my dear, what is
it?" "Oh!" said he, " I have been thinking how nice it would be
to cut your throat and mine." She said, "\Vell, my dear, but you
know we are both so very poorly, and if I were you, I would not do
it today; leave it alone till tomorrow-we may be better by then";
and he was led away again from his purpose. Her friends now
strongly recommended that her husband should be sent away to an
asylum, as it might be very dangerous to be in the house with him.
She said, " What! have you no more faith in your God than that?
If you have not, I have. My God will never suffer him to hurt
either me or my children."

Grateful to the Lord was she when, some short time before her
husband's death, the Lord in mercy gave him back his reason, and
he sat" at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind," Her
children also were her constant care, and many a prayer did she offer
on their behalf. A Christian gentleman, whom God had blessed with
this world's goods, visited her a short time before her departure,
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bidding her" be at peace concerning her children, for he would see
them provided for, and she was not to have a thought about them."
This was the fulfilment of a reliance she had often expressed con
cerning her children. She would say, " I feel assured that God will
raise up some friend to take care of them when I am no longer able
to work for them." Thus does He honour His afflicted poor, leading
the wealthy to administer of their abundance to their necessities, and
proving Himself to be "the faithful Promiser." Earnestly did she
plead for all spiritual blessings on the heads and hearts of those who
had supplied her temporal wants; and after the visit of her kind
benefactor, exclaimed, "The last earthly link is broken! 'Lord,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace; for mine eyes have
seen Thy salvation.' "

After this it was very evident to all about her, that her time on
earth would be but short, and thus it proved. How often in walking
along the streets does only a thin partition of brick or glass separate
the living from the dying! Outside is the hum of busy life, men
pressing on, full of thought,while just inside is the hush of the sick
chamber, and the prostrate form of one approaching eternity. We
reflected thus as we stepped for the last time from the moving and
the living into the presence of our happy saint.

A" we approached her couch, "How weary," we thought, " must
the enfeebled body get, lying hour after hour upon a narrow bed,"
but not a murmur passed her lips; her joys were above, her faith was
strong, her trust peaceful, and Christ was verily all and in all to her.
Her sufferings from dropsy were very great so that while her face and
hands were wan and thin, her body was now swelling to an enormous
size; yet her first words, in answer to our inquiries, were, " Suffering
much, yet, mark me, not a murmur; for what are my sufferings
compared to those of my Jesus for me? " and then she commenced,
in her usual calm and deliberate way (her mtellect remaining re
markably clear to the end), " I tell you, sir, while I lie here, oh, how
gracious my God is to me !" We suggested that doubtless she could
say, "Truly my fellowship is with the Father and His Son Jesus
Christ." Raising herself a little on the pillow, she replied, "Ah,
that it is! I'll tell you what occurred since you were here," and,
pointing' to a corner of the room over the bed, she exclaimed
fervently, " That corner is witness of that. I asked the Lord, if it was
His will. to give me a little relief from pain, and He did, but I could
not sleep: and as I lay meditating, looking in that corner, do you
know, I saw in my mind's eye two great mountains, and between
them was a deep black gulf, over which was a narrow bridge. I saw
myself attempting to pass over that bridge, but it was so slippery
that my feet went from under me. I clutched at the side, and held
on with all my strength, but the little I had was fast failing me, and
I should have fallen into the deep gulf beneath, but a friend, with
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such a lovely countenance, outstretched His hand, lifted me com
pletely up, and set my feet upon the mountain on the other side.
Mind me, sir, it was only with my mind's eye I saw this; it was nu
vision." We were particularly struck often with her anxiety that we
should not think her visionary. There was indeed a matter-of-fact
simplicity about all her statements. She then went on to explain how
the sight of those mountains had carried her back to the time when
Jesus rescued her from impending destruction. How she had tried by
her own strength to cross the bridge, and completely failed, and that
when ready to perish, hanging over the gulf of eternity, Jesus out
stretched His hand and put her on the other side. "So you see, sir,
it is all of grace. I tried to get across myself, but I could not. Jesus,
and .Jesus alone, saved me." We suggested that her experience was
that of the Psalmist when he said, "He brought me up also out of
the horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock,
and I established my goings. And He hath put a new song in my
mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and
shall trust in the Lord."

Wc now read, at her request, the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel
according to St. John, which was turned down, and which since our
last visit she had been feasting upon as well as her dim sight in
'.' ebbing moments" would allow. Her heart was full of the precious
promises of God's Word, and we could not mention one without
her cOl1lpleting it with considerable emphasis.

At the precious passage, "Let not your heart be troubled: ye
believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many
nUl1Isio/ls," we reminded her that the word "mansions" meant
" abiding places," as if the Lord would say, " We have no continuing
city here; this world is a world of unrest; but yonder are abiding
places, where there will be no more going out for ever, but all peace,
ancl rest, and joy." The prospect of that fruition of joy caused her
countenance to light up with the sweetest animation. Her hope was
tnlly full of immortality.

Again, she seemed;1o enjoy the passage, "Yet a little while. and
the world seeth Me no more; but ye see Me: because I jive. ye shall
livc ,also." We could appeal to the· dying saint, and say, "Is not this
yOIlf experience? You see Christ-you have seen Him in His Wore!
-sccn Him with the eye of faith, seen Him in fellowship-seen Him
in His precious promises-seen Him in many a sanctified pro
vicknc('," "Ah," she aclded, "and seen Him as if He was by my
sick-and soon shall see Him as Ht; is."

" I shall behold His face,
I shall His love adore.

And sing the wonders of His grace
For evermore."

-I
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Her life moments now ebbed fast ,away. We were not privileged
to be with her at the last, but friends describe the closing scene as
fOllows: "We read to her a hymn, during which she seemed to
eat every word. One said to her, 'You are still on this side of the
river, but how is it now?' She said, with great effort, for the light
of life was flickering in the socket, ' Peace! joy! glory!'" And thus
passed away the happy soul of Widow White. She died November
28th, 1865, in the forty-ninth year of her age.

" Sweet is the scene when Christians die,
When holy souls retire to rest:
How mildly beams the closing eye!
How gently heaves the expiring breast!

" So fades a summer cloud away;
So sinks the gale when storms are o'er;
So gently shuts the eye of day;
So dies a wave along the shore."

We felt an inward gratification in following in the wake of those
who bore the body of this departed saint to the prepared grave in
our pretty cemetery. The motherless children wept deeply, for they
loved her dearly. The clergyman who officiated was sensibly
affected, for he had often sat beside her couch. His tears, however,
were tears of joy, as he could confidently say in her case, "Foras
much as it hath pleased Almighty God of His great mercy to take
unto Himself the soul of our dear sister here departed, we therefore
commit her body to the ground, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, in
sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our
Lord Jesus Christ."

Farewell, saint of God; we shall be reunited, we trust, one day.
We mus, bury thy body; but we cannot bury thy soul, for thou hast
already begun thy joy-notes in heaven. But even thy body is Jesus'
treasure, for though "sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory";
though "sown in weakness, it is raised in power"; though" sown a
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body." For

" God's dear saints, with joy and gladness,
Shall in Jesus' likeness rise.

Hallelujah!
We shall meet Him in the skies."

Reader, the" ebbing moments" of the life of Widow White may
afford us some profitable reflections. Mark- .

I. She was a woman. of faith.-She was in poor circumstances, as
far as this world is concerned; but she looked to her heavenly
Father's care and protection, and believed she should have it. As
she herself often expressed it, she was as certain of being

" As much His care, as if beside
Nor man, nor angel lived in heaven or earth."
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Il. She was a woman of pl'ayel'.-This was the secret of all her
strength. She carried every want, small as well as great, to the
foot of that throne on which was seated her Saviour God.

Ill. She was a woman of personal god'liness-a living epistle,
read and known by all her neighbours and friends as one who held
communion and fellowship with God, and whose great desire was
to live blameless in this ungodly world.

IY. She was a 'Woman of hope.--She had a hope beyond the
grave, as an anchor both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into
that within the veil. She would say with holy joy-

" A guilty, helpless thing am I,
But Jesus died for me."

With this confidence, how calm were her" ebbing moments! "
how joyously clid she step into the deep waves of Jordan, leaning
upon her blessed Saviour!

Dear reader, may we, like her, be-

" Alive to God, and dead to sin,
Inspir'd with light and love;

So be it ours the prize to win,
The crown reserv'd above.

" With triumph may we ford the river
That parts this world from heaven,

And spend a long and blest for-ever
Where endless bliss is given."

GEORGE COWELL.

MR. B. S. TAYLOR: RETIREMENT FUND

At the end of March Mr. B. S. Taylor relinquished his long and
rai thful work as Business Manager of The Gospel M agadne.

Such work is necessarily unseen by the majority of our readers;
but those who know something of what it entails or have had
dealings with Mr. Taylor, realise the great value of his work in
connection with the publication and circulation of the Magazine.
Once again wc thank Mr. Taylor, and wish him God's blessing in
his retirement.

We thank those friends who have sent contributions to the
RETIREMENT FUND, which the Trustees of the Magazine opened.
There is still opportunity for those who may wish to join in this
expression of thanks and help. Please send to E. G. Eade, Esq.,
The Gospel Magazine, 69 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

All communications with respect to the business side (subscrip
tions, etc.) should be addressed to The Business Manager, The
iO.lflCl Magazine, 69 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4 (Telephone:
:enlral 5861).



192 Tlte Gospel Magazine

NEW BUSINESS MANAGER

The Trustees of The Gospel Magazine have appointed MR.
TRUMBLE to be the Business Manager of the Magazine. He takes
office with this issue.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND

The Trustees of The Cospel Magazine gratefully acknowledge
the receipt of the following donations to the Fund :-

Dr. M. G. Tallach 6/-; Mr. A. M. Fraser 7/-; Mr. O. Wiltshire
6/-; Mr. K. E. B. Symes 6/-; Mr. and Mrs. Attewell £1 6s.;
Miss E. M. Skull 6/-; Mr. J. W. Marsh £1; Mrs. E. Broad 6/-;
Mrs. G. M. Chaplin 6/-; Mrs. M. Houghton 10/-; Mr. J. Hunt 6/-;
Mr. F. J. Jarman 7/-.

IT'S REVIVAL TIME! If you require Piano-Accordians, Tape Recorders,
Record Players, Electronic Organs, Sound Equipment. and other Musical

Instruments, write for details to: HENRI'S, Newark 3, Notts.

THE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and la others

who have not previously helped us, for a special effort on behalf of our poor
f!'iends. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so much
appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the necessary
means to 'cheer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the faithfulness
of their Covenant God.-The COMMITTEE, Hon. Sec., Mrs. A. C. LEWIN,
Rehoboth, Upper Green, St. Helens, Isle of Wight,

GIFTS OF CHILDREN'S BOOKS wanted for world-wide circulation by THE
EVANGELICAL LIBRARY, 78a Chiltern Street. London. W.l (must be

clean and binding presentable), Write for particulars of this effort to reach
the Ii.ttle ones with Christian teaching. Also wanted. Sears Sermons: M"Cheyne
'::-A Basket of Fragments.

jfotrign
UNDENOMINATIONAL

~ib ([ommittrr
NON.POLlTICAL

8, YORK VILLAS, BRIGHTON I. SUSSEX

The doctrinal basis of the Committee is contained in Articles
I,ll, IV, V, VI, VII, IX, X, XI and XVII of the National
Church, 'to which all members of the Committee assent.

All work is dQne Yo.'untarily, there are no fees, salaries, commissions nor office expenses.

Corresponding Secretary: MISS RHODA C, PAYNE, 21a. BRIGDEN STREET. BRIGHTON S.


