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Old Series 

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT 

" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANS i. 4. 

THE WHOLE ARMOUR 

uWherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that y.e may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all to 
stand."-Ephesians 6: 13. 

As I recently read through the Epistle to the Ephesians-a favourite 
epistle which I love to read through at one reading without any 
break-I was impressed again at the end with the final exhortation 
uto put on the whole armour of God" (verse 11), repeated in verse 13 
utake unto you (take up, R.v.) the whole armour of God." In par
ticular there was specially impressed upon my attention the repeated 
words "that ye may be able to stand" (verse 11), repeated in verse 
13 "having done all to stand," and in verse 15 uStand therefore." 
We invite our readers to look with us again at this well-known 
passage, and we pray that God the Holy Spirit may graciously guide 
us all in heart and mind and soul. 

The passage has been well put into verse by Charles Wesley, to 
quote at the beginning the first three verses of his well-known hymn 
(leaving the other verses to the end) : 

Soldiers of Christ, arise, 
And put your armour on, 

Strong in the strength which God supplies 
Through His eternal Son : 
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Strong in the Lord of hosts 
And in His mighty power; 

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
Is more than conqueror. 

Stand then in His great might, 
With all His strength endued; 

But take, to arm you for the fight, 
The panoply of God. 

Charles Wesley, 1749. 

The Arming of Christian in the House Beautiful is described in 
John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress: 

The next day they took him, and had him into the armoury, 
where they showed him all manner of furniture, which their 
Lord had provided for pilgrims, as sword, shield, helmet, breast
plate, all-prayer, and shoes that would not wear out. And there 
was here enough of this to harness out as many men for the 
service of their Lord as there be stars in the heaven for multi
tude. 

On the morning of his departure they said, "Let us go again into 
the armoury." Then they "harnessed him from head to foot with 
what was of proof, lest perhaps he should meet with assaults on the 
way." Thus equipped he walked to the gate. 

He soon needed his armour, for he had to go down into the 
Valley of Humiliation and had gone but a little way in the Valley 
when he "espied a foul fiend coming over the field to meet him : 
his name is Apollyon." Christian, being afraid, began to cast in his 
mind whether to go back or to stand his ground. "But he considered 
again that he had no armour for his back .... therefore he re
solved to venture and stand his ground; for, thought he, had I no 
more in my eye than the saving of my life, it would be the best way 
to stand." 

Paul told the Ephesian Christians that for their Christian life and 
warfare they would need the strength of God. In the Epistle he first 
wrote of the wonderful blessings in Christ (Ephesians, chapters 1 to 
3), and then of the various duties in walking "worthy of the voca
tion" with which they had been called (chapters 4 to 6). At the end 
of his Letter he wrote of the armour which they needed. "Finally. 
my brethren," he wrote, "be strong in the Lord and in the power of 
His might. Put on the whole armour of God." 

He especially told them of "the wiles of the devil" and the wrest
ling "against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." 
Hence he repeated his direction: "vVherefore take unto you the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
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day, and having done all to stand." They had mighty foes, and 
they needed all "the armour of God." 

Moreover, they were to take up the whole armour of God. They 
needed every bit of it. They could not pick and choose. They 
could not go partly armed-they were to take up the whole armour 
of God-the "panoply" of God. 

The Christian armour, which is described in verses 14-18, follows 
the armour put on by the Roman soldier in Paul's time-the girdle, 
the breastplate, the footwear, the shield, the helmet, the sword. 

1. The Girdle or belt was necessary for one who wore loose, 
flowing robes, which prevented action. To the Christians Paul 
wrote: "Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth" 
(verse 14). The children of God need essentially to be equipped 
with God's truth. "Sanctify them through Thy truth" the Saviour 
had prayed (John 17 : 17). A firm grip of true doctrine is a great 
blessing and effective means of defence. The one who knows, by 
Divine Grace, his election of God, his redemption in Christ, the 
indwelling of God's Spirit within him, Christ's promises of keeping 
His sheep so that they shall never perish-that one knows the 
Almighty as his defence. Then with this assurance of Divine protec
tion he will wish to manifest truth in his life and practice, he will 
speak truth with his neighbour, he will not be a man of a deceitful 
tongue. 

2. The Breastplate, or coat of mail, covered the main part of the 
body, guarding it from arrow, spear, and sword. Paul wrote of "the 
breastplate of righteousness." The Christian knows that "all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags" in God's sight (Isaiah 64 : 6). 
Hence he could not "go about to establish his own righteousness" 
(as Paul said the Jews did, Romans 10: 1-4). "For Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to everyone that believeth" (verse 4). 

The best obedience of my hands 
Dares not appear before Thy throne, 

But faith can answer Thy demands 
By pleading what my Lord has done! 

Isaac Watts, 1709. 
At the same time, while not in any way relying upon anything 

of his own to commend himself to God, when convinced of his own 
sin and resting alone on Christ for righteousness, he will yet desire 
to live "soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world," deny
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts. 

3. The Footwear was important to a soldier-he needed good 
shoes for campaigns over rough ground. Paul wrote of the Christians 
having their feet "~hod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace" 
-they needed a firm footing in the Gospel of Peace. The Christian 
knows that peace has come in Christ "through the blood of His 
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cross" and that "being justified by faith we have peace with God" 
(Col. 1 :20; Rom. 5: 1). This is calculated to give him rest and 
assurance in Christ alone. It will make him ever ready to step 
forth in the strength of Christ and to preach His Gospel in the 
whole world. 

4. The Shield was a protection of light wood or of brass, held 
on the left arm-it dealt with darts or arrows. Paul described the 
Christian's shield as «the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (oq1e)." The soldier felt 
secure with his shield. The Christian is secure in God and His 
promises, in His unchangeable love. He is not secure in himself. 

5. The Heltmet guarded the head from blows; it might be of 
brass or thick leather. Paul directed the Christian to "take the 
helmet of Salvation." Again, the Christian is secure only in God's 
Salvation in Christ. May God give us, in His mercy, a clear know
ledge of His Salvation and His rich Grace, as described in Ephesians, 
chapters one and two. 

6. The Sword was essential to a Roman soldier; without it he 
did not feel well-armed. Paul commends to the Christian «the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of Cod." All the other pieces of 
armour which he mentioned were defensive pieces; the sword, how
ever, was the one weapon of offence or attack. The Lord Jesus 
wielded it in the Temptation (Matt. 4: 1-10). 

Lord, arm us with that Word, 
With faith in Thee our shield; 

We need no other Sword, 
Teach us that sword to wield. 

Bishop Christopher Wordsworth, 1862. 
It is by the Word of God "which is quick (living) and powerful and 
sharper than any two-edged sword" (Hebrews 4: 12) that the 
Christian can prevail. It is not by his own cleverness or winsome
ness. It is by Cod's Word. He will not neglect his Bible, if he truly 
knows it to be the Spirit's sword. 

Paul added one more weapon-the weapon which Bunyan called 
"ALL-PRAYER" : 

"Praying always with all prayer, and supplication in the 
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and sup
plication for all saints : and for me that utterance may be given 
unto me, that I may open my mouth b~dly, to make known 
the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in 
bonds; that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak." 
-Verses 18-20. 

The Christian battle is fought on the knees, in vital communica
tion with the Commander, the Captain of our salvation. The true 
Christian will neglect neither the Bible nor Prayer. 
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Restraining prayer, we cease to fight; 
Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright; 
And Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees. 

While Moses stood with arms spread wide, 
Success was found on Israel's side; 
But when through weariness they failed, 
That moment Amalek prevailed. 

Have you no words? Ah ! think again : 
Words flow apace when you complain 
And fill your fellow creature's ear 
With the sad tale of all your care. 

Were half the breath thus vainly spent 
To heaven in supplication sent, 
Your cheerful song would oftener be, 
"Hear what the Lord has done for me!" 

149 

William Cowper, 1779. 
To sum up: 
1. The Christian is directed to be strong in the Lord. It is not 

in himself or in his own fancied powers. His attention is directed 
to the Lord, to the power of His might. "Greater is he th.at is in 
you, than he that is in the world" (1 John 4: 4). 

2. The Christian is to take the whole armour of God (this is 
repeated in verses 11 and 13)-a complete outfit. 

3. The Christian is to remember the nature of his enemy, and 
hence his need of Divine strength at all times. He learns something 
of his need by experience of his own vile nature and by the powers 
arrayed against him. Hence he wants to be strong in the Lord. 

To keep your armour bright, 
Attend with constant care, 

Still walking in your Captain's sight, 
And watching unto prayer. 

In fellowship alone, 
To God with faith draw near; 

Approach His courts, besiege His throne 
With all the power of prayer. 

From strength to strength go on, 
Wrestle, and fight, and pray; 

Tread all the powers of darkness down, 
And win the well-fought day. 

Charles Wesley, 1749. 
W.D.S. 
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WAYSIDE NOTES 

THE WITNESS AGAINST EVANGELICAL LIBERALISM 

THE LIFE AND WoRK OF THE LATE DR. D. H . C. BARTLETT: 
PROFEssoR BROMILEY's MEMOIR 

By THE EDITOR 

THE outstanding witness and work of the late Rev. Dr. Daniel H . C. 
Bartlett, who died on May 2nd, 1957, in his 86th year, is permanent
ly recorded in the founding of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary 
Society ( 1922) and in the establishment of the two Colleges-the 
Bible Churchmen's Missionary and Theological College (now called 
Tyndale Hall), 1925, and the Bible Churchmen's College for 
Women (Dalton House), 1930. These alone would be an outstanding 
record ; but we have to add to them the pastoral work of Dr. Bartlett 
at St. Nathaniel's, Windsor, Liverpool (1901-1918), at St. Luke's, 
Hampstead (1918-1923), as well as his work in more country parishes 
at Nailsea ( 1923-1927) and Wootton Bassett (1928-1931). He will, 
of course, be mainly remembered as the fa r-seeing and energetic 
Honorary Secretary of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society 
for its first twenty-three years (1922-1945), as well as a very courag
eous witness to the Truth of God's Word against the Evangelical 
Liberalism of these modern days. 

He wanted a history to be written of "THE WITNESS AGAINST 
EVANGELICAL LIBERALISM," and left in his will a sum of money for 
the purpose. This was, of course, rather a large undertaking, a nd his 
executors thought that it would perhaps be a more interesting and 
profitable way of fulfilling Dr. Bartlett's desire if there were pub
lished a short MEMOIR of Dr. Bartlett with special reference to the 
convictions which inspired him in his great witness. This has led to 
the book just issued-" DANIEL HENRY CHARLES BARTLETT, M.A., 
o.o. : A MEMOIR," by the Rev. Professor G. W. Bromiley, Ph.D., 
D.Litt., pp. x. + 86; price 4/ -., postage 6d. 

The book is very well written and well produced. It is packed full 
of interesting reading. It covers in seven successive chapters the life 
of Dr. Bartlett (1871-1957) as Student, Pastor, Defender of the 
Faith, Theologian, Missionary Statesman, Evangelical Leader, and 
Mentor. 

Along with many others we thank God for Dr. Bartlett's faithful, 
unflinching teaching and defence of the Truth of the Holy Scrip
tures, the Sanctity of the Lord's D ay, the Protestant Reformed 
character of the Church of England, and similar subjects. We would 
liked to have seen in the MEMOIR some examples of Dr. Bartlett's 
teaching in his own words, so as to give them a more permanent 
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form. It should perhaps be remembered that to the younger gener
ation of today Dr. Bartlett may be, owing to the lapse of time, 
comparatively unknown. In his preface to the book "Scriptural 
Evangelicalism" Dr. Bartlett wrote of the necessity for a calm re
statement of Biblical Doctrine "in the incomparable language of the 
Scriptures, the very words of which are so potently used by the 
Spirit of God as the means of His regenerating work." To this he 
added: 

"Prevalent declension from the old standard of Truth is 
sapping the power of the Church Militant, until there is in her 
hand today no sword of attack or shield of defence. Impotent, 
she is either accommodating herself to the world or falling 
back upon a lifeless ceremonial, pagan in origin, acceptable to 
that world." 

THE COLLEGES 

With reference to Dr. Bartlett's work in the establishment of the 
two Colleges we would like to state that the Men's College was given 
and established largely through the generosity of DAME VIOLET 
WILLS, D.B.E. Dame Violet. whose love for the Word of God and 
whose earnest missionary ze~l arc well known, was happy to help 
a work whose motto was "For the Word of God and the Testimony 
of .Jesus Christ." 

MRs. RowcROFT, her sister, who lived near the College at Clifton, 
was one who loved to help Protestant work. She assisted liberally 
St. Mary-le-Port Church when the building was attacked by death
watch beetle (she was glad, she said, "to assist a Protestant ministry"), 
and she made over to the Missionary Society her home in Clifton 
which she had lent to Dr. Bartlett for a residence when the B.C.M.S. 
headquarters in London had been bombed. 

Another helper was MRs. RICHARD DALTON, who died in 1929. 
She left her home in Cotham (with an endowment) for use as a 
missionary training college for men or women. She was a reader of 
The Gospel Magadne. Mrs. Dalton had called upon the late Miss 
Ruth Cowell ("R" of The Gospel Maga;:.ine) when she went to reside 
in Bristol 34 years before. The connecting link between them was 
their attachment to Dr. Doudney, Editor of the Magazine. Mrs. 
Dalton had worshipped at St. Luke's, Bedminster, where Dr. Doud
ney was Vicar. Later on, rather than keep others on Sundays from 
the House of Prayer, she was always at her own wish left alone on 
Sunday evenings in her large house. She used to say, "With my 
Bible and The Gospel Magazine I want nothing better for my quiet 
Sunday evenings at home alone." She was also very interested in the 
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society and the Irish Church Missions. 

DR. BARTLETT AND ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH 

Dr. Bartlett himself was very much attached to the Church of 
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL. If I mistake not, he (like the late 
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Rev. G. J. Byrnell) always regarded himself as a member of that 
church. After his retirement from active work he visited St. Mary
le-Port Church for a Christmas Day service and afterwards wrote: 
"I enjoyed this morning. . . . It took me back some 65 years to 
old St. Mary-le-Port days" ! He had the greatest concern for the 
future of the church after its destruction in an air raid on November 
24th, 1940, and did all that he could to encourage the faithful 
Christian body. He preached the first sermon when it was allowed 
the use of the Church of St. John the Baptist. 

THE MEMOIR 

The "MEMOIR'' will give the reader a very compact and readable 
survey of Dr. Bartlett's life. Born in 1871 at Bath, the seventh child 
and first son, he was in early days brought up in Bristol, where he 
completed his education at the Cathedral School. At seventeen he 
was with the Phoenix Fire Office, and might have had a successful 
business career; but about this time a sermon by the Rev. Talbot 
Greaves, Vicar of Clifton, was the means used by the Holy Spirit 
to bring him into "a living union with a personal Saviour-Christ 
Jesus." He engaged in Christian work in Sunday School and open
air witness, and at the age of twenty went to Queen's College, 
Cambridge, to prepare for the work of the Ministry. He took the 
Special Examination in Theology, receiving a first class in Part I 
and a second class in Part II. 

He became Curate to Canon Woodward at St. Silas, Toxteth, in 
1894. Then for a short time, 1900-1901 , he was Northern Organ
izing Secretary for the Irish Church Missions. After this he was 
Vicar of St. Nathaniel, Windsor, Liverpool, for 17 years. While 
there he wrote his book on the Mormons (1911), for which (with 
other services to the Canadian Church) he later, at the age of 60, 
received his D.O. degree from Emmanuel College, Saskatoon (1931). 

In order to be at hand in the struggle within the C.M.S., he went 
to London in 1918 as Vicar of St. Luke's, Hampstead. With others 
he founded the B.C.M.S. in October, 1922. A full account of the 
developments as they arose has been given in Dr. Bromiley's 
"Memoir." 

In the estimate of Dr. Bartlett as a Missionary Statesman Dr. 
Bromiley has written: 

"The centre of all these varied enterprises was the office in 
Victoria Street and later in Clifton, where Dr. Bartlett worked 
indefatigably at what had now become his main life's work. 
A full assessment of what was accomplished, and of the part 
which he himself played in inspiration, counsel, encourage
ment, direction, and sheer mental and physical labour, must be 
left to the last day when the hidden things are brought to light 
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and all secrets are revealed. . . . Missionary enthusiasm was 
kindled; new fields were opened up; threatened work was main
tained; new souls were won to Jesus Christ; the Anglican family 
and the church as a whole were extended and strengthened . 
. . . . " (p. 64). 

A BRIGADIER-GENERAL's TRIBUTE 

Details of Dr. Bartlett's work at Nailsea and at Wootton Bassett 
are given. When he closed his work at Wootton Bassett the follow
ing tribute was paid to him by Brigadier-General J. H. Morgan, 
K.C.: 

"His departure is an irreparable loss to the parish. Never 
before have we had, and never again can we hope to have, 
ministering to us, an incumbent uniting, as he does, the ripest 
biblical scholarship with a depth of spiritual feeling only to be 
found in a great Christian. . . . In depth of thought, in beauty 
of style, and, above all, in greatness of heart, his sermons have 
been equalled by few and surpassed by none. More than that, 
he has been a source of strength and comfort to many, myself 
among them, in the darkest hours of bereavement when they 
have lost all that made life dear .... " (p. 67). 

Dr. Bromiley has well brought out Dr. Bartlett's outstanding 
courage in the cause of Christ. 

He concludes : 

"The greater dignitaries of Church or State were not present 
at his funeral, as they might have been if God had raised him 
up for another time. But a good company of ministers, students 
and friends gathered to pay their respect in Nailsea Church 
and Churchyard. . . . The fine Prayer Book office was used 
which he himself had so often taken and so greatly loved. . . . 
A brother in Christ had gone to be with the Lord. His labour 
had not been in vain. . . . The triumphal assurance of his 
burial was his final mute but not inglorious witness, summoning 
those who remain to the same confidence of faith and obedience 
of discipleship and service." 

We hope that many will read this Memoir of Dr. Bartlett and 
circulate it widely. It can be obtained, 4/6d. post free, from 
The English Churchman, 69 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4, or from 
any bookseller or newsagent. w.o.s. 

Thy word is everlasting truth; 
How pure is every page ! 

0 may it guard our earliest youth, 
And cheer our latest age ! 

Isaac Watts, D.D., 1719. 
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE 

EVAN'S REVENGE 

IN the mountains about forty miles from Carmarthen, there lived a 
man called Evan Jones in a cottage owned by himself. A few cows 
and sheep and ponies made up his possessions, and amongst his 
animals Evan and his family lived frugally. One year, at the time 
of the Carmarthen Fair, Evan decided to sell two of his ponies. 
Riding one and leading the other, he set off early on a summer 
morning. His plan was to sell the ponies, spend one night at an inn, 
and return next day on foot. 

The ponies were easily sold, and Evan thankfully left the Fair
ground with twenty pounds in his pocket. He did not know that 
thieves were watching him, but he had not gone far through the 
crowds when he discovered that his wallet had gone! He went at 
once to the police, but they only said that he should have been on 
his guard against pickpockets; the best thing for him to do was to 
go home at once. 

Much troubled over his loss, and weary after his long ride and 
then his long stand at the Fair, poor Evan called at a small inn and 
tried to get the landlady to take him in for the night, trusting him 
to send on the money as soon as he reached home. Probably she 
had been cheated before, for she would not listen for a moment to 
Evan's plea. 

There was nothing for it but to se t off at once on the long rough 
trudge through the mountains. Evan was tired and hungry and 
penniless; but happily he was a child of God, and commending 
himself to his Heavenly Father, he began his lonely walk , cheering 
the way by repeating passages from the Bible and singing hymns. 

After a few miles, he was surprised to be overtaken by two men, 
who said that for twenty miles or so, their way was the same as his. 
Evan did not care for their looks, but knowing that he had nothing 
of value on him, he felt no fear. But the men were thieves who 
had watched the sale of the ponies; they did not know that he had 
lost his money, and they had followed him from Carmarthen on 
purpose to rob him! 

Coming to a very lonely pass in the hills, one of the men suddenly 
sprang upon Evan from behind, flinging him to the ground. Setting 
upon him to find the money, they were furious at their disappoint
ment; they half stripped him and kicked and beat him, then made 
off, leaving poor Evan groaning and bleeding and half-conscious. 
There he fay all night, hardly knowing where he was or what had 

happened. 
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But Evan was a strong, hardy man; and better still, he had a 
very strong faith in his God. As the mornin~ light returned, he 
began to pull himself together, and to struggle· on again through 
the mountain roads. The poor man was so battered and faint that 
all that day he only managed to do eight miles, and as twilight 
beg.an to fall he reached at last the only inn on the journey. 

This inn was kept by a man called Gudgeon, a hard cruel person 
who prided himself on being "cuter" than everyone else. When 
Evan at last appeared at the door, dirty and bloodstained, with his 
clothes in rags, Gudgeon and a friend were drinking together, and 
were horrified at his appearance. But when the poor wayfarer 
tried to explain his plight and ask for shelter, Gudgeon rebuffed 
him most cruelly. "I know who you are," he shouted, "one of them 
religious chaps that never pays for a drop of good ale! I don't 
believe a word you say-you've got into bad company, and I say 

· Serve you right! and you can just get out of my sight this minute!" 

Evan tried to plead his cause, but the inn-keeper would not hear 
him ; and Evan turned away despairingly. Plodding through the 
little village, he came upon a hay-rick, and there he found a warm 
and comfortable bed for that night. His God being merciful, he 
got home safely the following day, and eventually made a good 
recovery from his dreadful experience. 

That was in summer-time. The next winter it was the cruel 
inn-keeper who got into difficulties. He had been away on business 
to a town on the border between Wales and England, and having 
come as far as possible by train, he had to walk a good many miles 
through the mountains, before reaching the place where his man 
was to await him with horses for the last stage. As Gudgeon set out, 
it was a clear fine day, thou~h very cold. After the first few miles 
of easy walkin~ through the valley, the road mounted into the hills; 
and now the snow began to fall . Gudgeon strode on fearlessly and 
without difficulty for some way; but after a time the snow-storm 
became a driving blizzard, and very soon hedges, ditches, and walls 
were all smothered by the heavy snow. Nothing could be seen of 
the road, and the traveller found himself plunging in and out of 
drifts. He realised his danger, and began to look desperately for 
shelter. Oh for a cottage or a shed, some roof to save him! But 
there was nothing, nothing but the pitiless snow. 

It was then that Gudgeon remembered that evening in the 
summer, when he had so cruelly refused shelter to Evan Jones, 
turning from his door a hungry injured man, scorning his religion 
as he did so. "It's a judgment on me," thought the inn-keeper, "and 
it's only what I deserve. What a wonderful revenge it would be 
for that man if he could see me now!" 

Gudgeon struggled on for hours; but the time came at last when 
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he found himself sinking in deep drifts. His strength was gone; he 
could battle no more with the snow; and now for the first time in his 
life, he began to pray-"Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner!" prayed 
the poor man. Of all his wicked deeds which now seemed to rise 
up to accuse him, the one he felt most was his treatment of Evan 
Jones, for he knew that it was because he hated Evan's religion that 
he had been so cruel. 

It was when Gudgeon had given up all hope of his life, and was 
still calling anxiously for mercy on his soul , that he heard the faint 
bleating of a sheep, and then further off the barking of a dog! 
He gave a great shout for help; and from the distance came an 
answering halloo ! Of course Gudgeon went on shouting with all his 
might, but he was now up to his chin in snow, and was giving up 
all hope of being found even though help was near. Suddenly a 
large dog appeared, thrust his nose against Gudgeon's face, and 
dashed away again. A moment later his master appeared, gliding 
over the snow on snow-shoes; and Gudgeon's heart leapt for hope. 
Then he saw the man's face and gave a shriek of horror! For it 
was the face of Evan Jones. 

Evan knew Gudgeon at once, but he did not hesitate for a 
moment. He had come out with . his dog to rescue his few sheep. 
It was no new thing for him to drag a helpless animal from depths 
of snow, and now Evan used all his strength and skill to save a 
fellow-man. The drift which had swallowed up the inn-keeper was 
on Evan's land; before long Gudgeon was dragged out, helped to 
firm ground, and taken into the welcoming warmth of the lonely 
cottage. There he was put into the best bed, given food and hot 
drinks, and treated with all the kindness that Evan and his family 
could lavish upon him. 

The inn-keeper was too collapsed to speak at all at first; but the 
comfort and warmth and shelter of his enemy's home restored him, 
and next morning Evan set Gudgeon well on his way by taking him 
on his own horse to the stage where the inn-keeper's man was 
waiting for him. Gudgeon's proud spirit was utterly broken; with 
tears in his eyes he tried to thank Evan; shaking his hand as if he 
could not let it go. "Don't thank me," said Evan cheerfully; "it was 
the Lord who sent me to save you, and it was for Him I did it
I couldn't do anything less!" "I know that," said Gudgeon, "and 
I do thank God indeed; but you haven't only saved my life, you've 
·shown me what it is to be a Christian, and now there's nothing 
in the world that I want as much as to be made like you." 

That is as far as the story goes, but it looks to me as if the Lord 
·did indeed hear the prayers of the poor man in the snowdrift
"Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner!" I know of no prayer more 
·certain of an answer. DAMARIS. 
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SoLUTION OF No. 73. 

The whole : Abraham (Rom. 4: 11). 
1. Abel (Hebrews 11 : 4). 
2. "Believe" (Acts 16: 31). 
3. Rahab (Josh. 2 : 11). 
4. Asa (II Chron. 14: 11). 
5. Hannah (I Sam. l : 27). 
6. Agur (Prov. 30: 1, 5). 
7. Moses (Hebrews 11 : 24, 27). 

ScRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 74 

The whole : The third book of Moses. 
1. Father of the priestly tribe. 
2. Wife of Zacharias the priest. 
3. The curtain cutting off "the most holy place" in the Tabernacle 

and Temple. 
4. Burned perpetually before the Lord. 
5. "The tent of the congregation." 
6. Made for His people by the great High Priest 
7. Where "once for all" the perfect Sacrifice was offered. 
8. To be eaten at the Feast of the Passover. 
9. Where Joshua set up the Tabernacle. 

BIBLE EXPOSITION 

"CHILDREN OF GOD" 

BY THE LATE PASTOR T. CoRNTHWAITE 

THE words which head this paper are to be found in various parts 
of the Scriptures, and whenever they are used , it is hardly possible 
to misunderstand what they signify, unless one is determined to 
wrench them from their context, or give them an application totally 
unwarranted. They are certainly unambiguous and clear. We live in 
times when much confusion exists regarding spiritual matters, hence 
it is refreshing to turn to the Word of God and therein see how the 
characters represented by the above expression are clearly set out. 

The common idea that all, without respect to any definite spiritual 
experience, are children of God, is fundamentally wrong, and leads 
unwary souls astray. Eternal issues hang upon a right relationship 
with God, and it is a matter of great importance that we should 
know just where we stand upon this question. That all are not the 
children of God is made abundantly plain by the Lord Jesus and 
the writers of the New Testament. 
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Take a simple, but sufficient, illustration from John 1 : 11-13. 
Israel received not Christ as their Messiah, we are told, and then 
is added, "But as many as received Him, to them gave He power 
to become the children of God, even to them that believe on His 
name," then the basic reason is given as to why they received Him, 
and believed on His name, they "were born (again, or, from above), 
no;t •of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God." 

Not all the outward forms on earth. 
Nor rites that God hath given; , 

Nor will of man, nor blood, nor birth, 
Can raise a soul to heaven. 

The sovereig-n will of God alone, 
Create~ us heirs of grace; 

Born in the image of His Son, 
A new peculiar race. 

Let us trace a little of the experience of those who are rightfully 
designated "children of God." 

l. Their Peril, or what they were. In various ways their past is 
outlined, but take Eph. 2 : 1-3, as a correct description of what they 
were. Here they are shown to have lived as others lived, in slavish 
subjection to the world, the flesh, and the devil; and they arc set out 
as "dead in trespasses and sins," and "children of wrath" as the rest 
also were. 

2. Their Position, or what they are. To become a child of God 
is to experience a change, not of nature, but of relationship. It is 
to be born again by the regenerating operation of the Holy Spirit as 
is indicated by the word "quickened." When this takes place they 
are set free from the "power of darkness, and translated into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son" (Col. 1 : 13). They have become "new 
creatures in Christ Jesus" (2 Cor. 5 : 17). They no longer walk after 
the flesh, that is, they no longer follow the impelling force of their 
old nature, but walk after the impelling operation of the Holy Spirit 
now dwelling in them (Gal. 5 : 16), and by the Word are assured 
they are free from condemnation because they are "in Christ" 
(Rom. 8: 1). 

3. Their Privilege, or what they know. They know the Lord, 
and are known of Him, whom they have believed (John 17: 3; 
Gal. 4: 9; 2 Tim. 1 : 12). They know that the Lord Jesus, as their 
substitute, put away their sin by His complete sacrifice, and the 
blessing of a perfect acceptance in Him, and the pardon of sin 
(He b. 9 : 26; Eph. 1 : 6; Col. 2 : 1 0); they know they dwell in 
Christ, and Christ in them by the Holy Spirit given to them (1 John 
3 : 24). Though life has many mysteries far beyond the solution of 
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their finite minds, they know that "all things work together for 
their good" under the supervision of their sovereign Lord (Rom. 
8 : 28), and, further, they know that what labour for the Master they 
are able to render can not be in vain ( 1 Cor. 15 :59), and also when 
their period on earth closes, and their earthly tabernacle is dissolved, 
they have a building of God, eternal in the heavens (2 Cor. 5 : 1). 

4. Their Possessions, or what they have. In Christ they have 
"all spiritual blessings" (Eph. 1 : 3). If they sin, they have an 
advocate in Jesus Christ the righteous (1 John 2: 1), a high priest 
who ever liveth to make intercession for them (Heb. 7 : 25), and 
the great privilege of access into His presence through the blood of 
the cross (Heb. 10: 19). They also possess a "good hope through 
grace,'' which is set as an "anchor" both "sure and steadfast," a hope 
in which they glory, for it maketh not ashamed (2 Thess. 2 : 16; 
Heb. 6: 19; Rom. 5: 2, 5), and they patiently wait its realisation in 
the return of their Lord (Titus 2: 13). 

5. Their Prospect, or what they shall be. Conscious of the many 
imperfections, sensible of missed opportunities in service, it is borne 
in upon them they are very far yet from reaching their desired end. 
But they are not what they were, they are not what they might be, 
they are not what they should be, nor are they what they will be, 
but believing in the personal return of their Lord and Saviour, they 
anticipate the time when they shall see HIM as He is, and be like Him 
(1 John 3 : 2, 3). In the meantime, this expectation operates as an 
instrument of their purification in view of their complete redemp
tion and deliverance. 

Then they shall be where they would be, 
Then they shall be what they should be; 
Things which are not now, nor could be 

Then shall be their own. 
THE LATE PASTOR T. CORNTHWAITE. 

[Editor's Note: The late Pastor T. Cornthwaite sent the above 
brief artice to us in February, 1955, adding in a covering letter: 
"I like the Gospel Magazine, and take pleasure in passing on copies 
when visiting the sick and aged, as well as the young believer."J 

Behold what wondrous grace 
The Father hath bestowed 

On sinners of a mortal race 
To call them sons of God! 

Dr. Isaac Watts, 1709. 
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HYMNS 

AN OAKFIELD ROAD (BRISTOL) HYMN 

"I THINK WHEN I READ THAT SWEET STORY OF OLD" 

THE late Miss Ruth Cowell ("R" of The Gospet Magadne) left with 
me the following note : 

"I remember, when we first came to reside in Bristol, I used 
to love going up OAKFIELD RoAD to read a Tablet on a wall of 
what had once been a Chapel, but was now used as stables. 
A strange place to look for a Tablet ! But so it was, and it had 
a sacred connection. It was erected to the memory of one of 
the worshippers there, and she was MRs. LuKE, who wrote that 
sweet hymn for children : 

I think, when I read that sweet story of old, 
When Jesus was here among men, 

How He called little children, as lambs to His fold , 
I should like to have been with Him then. 

R. 
The verse continues: 

I wish that His hands had been placed on my head, 
That His arms had been thrown around me, 

And that I mil{ht have seen His kind look when He said, 
"Let the little ones come unto Me!" 

MRs. LUKE was the wife of a Congregational minister, the Rev. 
Samuel Luke, whom she married in 1843. He was minister of the 
Chapel known as "Pembroke, Oakfield Road" (Clifton, Bristol). 
She died at Newport, Isle of Wight, on February 2nd, 1906, in her 
93rd year. 

Her maiden name was JEMIMA THOMPSON. She was born at 
Colebrooke Terrace, Islington (August 19th, 1813). At the age of 
13 she was an anonymous contributor to The .fuvenile Magazine. 
Her hymn was composed in 1841, when she was 28. 

An account of the origin of the hymn was given by her to the 
Rev. Dr. J. Brownlie. In 1841, in order to obtain some knowledge 
of the system, she had gone to the Normal Infant School, in 
Gray's Inn Road (she mentioned that at that school there were 
Mary Moffat, afterwards Mrs. Livingstone, and also one girl, Sarah 
Roby, whom Mr. and Mrs. Moffat had rescued in infancy when 
buried alive). One of the marching pieces used at the school was a 
Greek air, Salamis, to which she took a great fancy. She tried to 
find hymns to suit the measure, but could not. Then, after she had 
been called home, she went one day in a stage coach to Wellington, 
about five miles from Taunton. It was an hour's ride. It was a 
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beautiful spring morning, and there was no other inside passenger. 
In order to teach the tune to the village school, supported by her 
stepmother, which she was visiting, she wrote in pencil on the 
back of an old envelope the first two of the verses. 

The second verse is : 

Yet still to His footstool in prayer I may go, 
And ask for a share in His love; 

And if I now earnestly seek Him below, 
I shall see Him and hear Him above 

In that beautiful place He is gone to prepare 
For all who are washed and forgiven; 

And many dear children are gathering there, 
For of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

The third verse was added afterwards to make it a missionary 
hymn: 

But thousands and thousands who wander and fall 
Never heard of that wonderful home; 

I should like them to know there is room for them all, 
And that Jesus has bid them to come. 

I long for the joy of that glorious time, 
The sweetest and brightest and best, 

When the dear little children of every clime 
Shall crowd to His arms and be blessed. 

The Greek tune (Salamis) is irregular, but a little practice will 
soon make the singing of the hymn available to children. 

The Chapel in Oakfield Road, which is almost opposite our 
home (29 Oakfield Road), is a lovely building. I feel that its 
minister must have been one who loved the truth of the Gospel 
of the Grace of God, for he used to associate himself with the 
CLIFTON CoNFERENCE, instituted by the Rev. Samuel Abraham 
Walker and continued by the Rev. James Ormiston (both of them 
former Rectors of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol). 

In a religious census taken in Bristol on Sunday, October 30th, 
1881, the Oakfield Road Church was stated to have had 182 wor
shippers at the morning service, and 119 at the evening service.* 

Many friends on seeing the Chapel building in Oakfield Road, 
ask us what place of worship it is. We have to tell them that it is no 
longer a place of worship. We can remember the time when it was a 
GARAGE. It is now occupied by THE KoDAK CoMPANY for their 

*NoTE.-It is interesting to note that St. Mary-le-Port Church (in the City) 
had 126 and 169; St. John the Baptist (City), 102 and 78; St. Luke, 
Bedminster, 529 and 400; the Parish Church Clifton, 1,028 and 980; 
Emmanuel, Clifton, 740 and 537; St. Paul, Clifton, 920 and 726. 
The population of Bristol has, of course, largely moved away from the 
more central districts. But the Clifton figures give facts for thought. 
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trade. Nearly all friends express their regret at seeing such a fine 
building put to secular use. 

Mrs. Luke's hymn was designed for use in the village school, near 
her father's seat. But we naturally cannot help associating it with 
the Chapel, where a Tablet mentioning- the hymn was erected in her 
memory. 

The hymn and tune appeared in the Sunday School Teachers' 
Maga;;.ine, 1841, with the title: 

"THE CHILD's DESIRE: A GREEK AIR. WoRDS BY Miss 
THOMPSON, OF PouNDSFORD PARK.'' 

It appeared, with the third verse added, in the Juvenile Missionary 
Maga;;.ine, 1846. It is in use in most English-speaking countries. 

We would like to add that Mrs. Luke (Miss Thompson) was the 
daughter of one of the founders of the British and Foreign Sailors' 
Society, Thomas Thompson of Poundsford Park. In early life she 
wanted to become a missionary in India; but a serious illness made 
this impossible. She edited for a time a Missionary magazine for 
children, and all her life was an earnest advocate of Missions 
overseas. 

Among her writings were : 
The Female Jesuit, 1851; 
The Broad Road and the Narrow Way; 
A Memoir of Eliza Ann Harris (of Clifton), 1859. 

Obituary 

MISS CLARA R. FRANCIS 

(St. Leonard's-on-Sea) 

W.D.S. 

Mrss CLARA R. FRANCIS, second daughter of the late Mr. J. I. 
Franis, of Camberwell and later of St. Leonard's-on-Sea, passed into 
the presence of her Lord on the Lord's Day, February 21st. She was 
for many years an appreciative reader of The Gospel Magadne . 

With her three sisters and brother, now deceased, she was brought 
up under the ministry of the late Mr. Thomas Bradbury at Grove 
Chapel, Camberwell, and after their removal to St. Leonard's-on
Sea they greatly appreciated the ministry of the late Mr. J. W. 
Tobitt, who had come from Jireh Chapel, Horsham, to be pastor of 
the Tabernacle, Cambridge Road, Hastings. 

A Scripture passage which Miss Francis had found the means of 
great deliverance, was Psalm 27. 
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Miss Francis led a godly, circumspect, and self-denying life, much 
of which was spent in attending to the needs of older members of 
the family. 

During World War II she and three of her sisters evacuated 
themselves to Babcary, Somerset, where they were at home in the 
Evangelical ministry in the Parish Church there. 

Shortly after their arrival, the former Lord's Day School helper 
left the district, and Miss Clara Francis volunteered to take the 
children. She was a great favourite with the children, many of 
whom were, we believe, grateful for this little ministry so helpfully 
exercised. 

Whilst at Babcary news came through that a much-loved niece 
was killed in an air-raid in London. This was a severe blow, but was 
received with resignation and the recognition that "the Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away." 

A service was held at Hastings on February 25th, conducted by 
the Rev. Cyril Carter, Vicar of St. Stephen, Clapham Park, who 
spoke of the triumph and victory for those who die "in Christ." 

THE LATE MRS. MARMADUKE WASHINGTON 

We were glad to receive the following letter: 
"I was interested to read your remarks on Mrs. Washington in 

The Gospel Magazine, and think you may like a few details from 
one who had known her for the past thirty-six years. She greatly 
enjoyed the G.M., and used to pass it on to others. 

"She was a great personality, and full of kindly deeds, and many 
activities, which she was able to continue practically to the end. 
She was specially interested in work amongst children, and often 
had small open-air meetings for them in the side streets. Her Sunday 
School class was her last effort before seeing her doctor. 

"This was about a fortnight before she died, and from then on 
she was convinced she would soon depart to be with Christ. She 
proceeded to make preparations and to plan her funeral service with 
the greatest composure. The final week she was in hospital, she 
wrote from there saying that what she had so much dreaded she 
found she did not mind at all, and that she was blissfully happy. 
She read aloud to the other patients from her Bible. This was her 
constant companion, and her memory was stored with its words and 
teaching. 

"She was buried on Christmas Eve in the family vault in Dover, 
after a service in Christ Church, when her cousin, the Rev. Basil 
Mowll, gave the address." 
Dover, March 1st, 1960. 
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THEOLOGY 

GLORIFICATION 

A LETTER TO YouNG CHRISTIANS 

By JosEPH IRoNs 

(formerly Pastor of Grove Chapel, Camberwell) 

THE subject upon which I have promised to address you lies so far 
beyond the ken of mortals, that it appears somewhat presumptuous 
for me to attempt entering upon it; but it is natural for the mind 
of man to look eagerly forward to any enjoyment he hath in 
prospect, and as we are expecting "the glory that shall be revealed 
in us," it is our bounden duty, and should be our frequent employ
ment, to contemplate the inheritance which we hope soon to possess. 

Our covenant God has not left us without some kind intimations 
of the nature of future felicity, nor has He denied us some delightful 
participations of it, while travelling through the wilderness. The 
information imparted in the word of truth relative to the company, 
the honours, and the employment, which shall constitute our bliss 
for ever, is calculated to elevate our minds, call forth our gratitude, 
and excite our concern, to be made "meet the partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light." 

The company, my dear young friend, will be just such as you 
would choose, brethren and sisters in the Lord, children of God, 
redeemed from earth by precious blood, and made like Christ to 
dwell with Him for ever. You have a fine description of them in 
the 7th chapter of Revelation, 9th and following verses: 

And 

"A great multitude which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands." 

"These are they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb" (verse 14). 

These, having left all their imperfections below, and being perlectly 
glorified, are the company with whom you are to spend an eternal 
day, when you are made like them, and capable of associating with 
them. 
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THE PRESENCE OF JESUS 

Patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, occupying conspicuous man
sions among them, shall lead the hallelujahs of the heavenly choir, 
and own the rich grace which brought them there; while the noble 
army of martyrs join the chorus, and aid the praise. But, most of 
all, I would anticipate for myself, and for you, the presence of Him, 
who is the life and glory of the whole company ; yes, it is the presence 
of jesus which constitutes the bliss of heaven, and creates all the 
celestial rapture which resounds from all the harps and tongues 
above. 

What mind can conceive of a thousandth part of that bliss, which 
is created by the unclouded glories of Jesus; where He, who is "the 
brightness of the Father's glory, and the express image of His 
person," and who is seated on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, unveils His divine perfections, to be fully enjoyed by the 
objects of His love: which is the express purpose for which He 
brings them to heaven. "Father I will, that they also whom Thou 
hast given Me, be with Me where I am, that they may behold My 
glory" (John 17 : 24). 

Dwell on the overwhelming thought, "We shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3: 2). 

Is not this sufficient to captivate your heart, even in prospect? 
To have all the lattices of types, ordinances, and appointed means 
(which are of infinite value now) removed, to give place to one 
eternal, transporting, open view of his meridian glory. "Now, we 
see through a glass darkly, but then face to face" ( 1 Cor. 13 : 12). 
Language fails, and thought is outstript in the anticipation of that 
inexpressible glory, which bursts upon the ransomed soul, when first 
ushered into the celestial world : having dropped all its incum
brances-passed the confines of darkness, misery, and fear-and 
gained the realms of "glory, honour, and immortality''; he is wei
corned home by his Eternal Father-seated near his precious Re
deemer-crowned with the influence of the Holy Spirit-absorbed 
in the everlasting love of the triune Jehovah, and "filled with all 
the fulness of God" (Eph. 3 : 19). 

«NOTHING THAT DEFILETH" 

The immaculate holiness of the heavenly world, will certainly 
constitute a distinguishing feature of its bliss, "there shall in no 
wise enter int•a it any thing that defileth " (Rev. 21 : 27). This I am 
persuaded will be a delightful thought to you, because you are daily 
thirsting for holiness, yea, aspiring to be a partaker of the holiness of 
Christ; then how blessed must that state be, which eternally ex
cludes all the unholy thoughts which now grieve your soul-all the 
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unholy conduct which now disgraces your heavenly birth-and all 
the unholy company from which you cannot now always escape. 
Heaven is not a desirable place for unrenewed persons, nor could 
they be happy there, were it possible for them to be admitted, in 
their unregenerate state, because their very natures are averse to the 
holiness, and spirituality of God's family: but you will be com
pletely in your element, in a holy air, among holy souls, and in the 
presence of a holy God, being made holy, even as He is holy. 

"MADE KINGS AND PRIESTS" 

Clothed in royal robes, .and wearing glorious crowns, every ran
somed soul shall be admitted to honours, of which at present they 
have but very faint ideas, "made kings and priests unto God"
acknowledged conquerors through the blood of the Lamb-and con
stituted pillars in the temple of God. Millions of Adam's race de
livered from the curse and tra nsformed to the likeness of Christ, 
shall swell the everlasting triumphs of rich and sovereign grace; 
among whom the faithful heralds of Jesus shall stand conspicuous, 
and unite, with the precious souls, to whom their message on earth 
was blessed, in shouting, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but 
unto Thy name give glory, for Thy m ercy and Thy truth's sake" 
(Psalm 115 : 1). 0, I pant for the honour of turning many to 
righteousness, and with them to shine as the stars for ever and ever 
(Dan. 12: 3). 

What a mercy that we are left at no uncertainty respecting the 
reality of these things. The King of Glory having given us His own 
authority-His own word and oath for it; yea, more, He has in
dulged us with personal participations of iL as infallible pledges and 
foretastes. I need only refer you, my dear young friend, to those 
seasons of delight with which you have been favoured, both in 
public and in private, to confirm this statement. 

HEAVENLY BLISS 

The devotional feeling-the glowing affection-the spiritual joy
and sweet intercourse with Jesus, which has engaged all the powers 
of yo"!lr soul, are akin to heavenly bliss; and when you have ex
perienced these things richly, how mean and contemptible have all 
terene objects appeared to your view; and how has your heaven
born spirit been on the wing for glory. You have, with the disicples 
of Jesus, seen His goings in the sanctuary, and the delight realised 
in part, shall be consummated when you see the King in His beauty 
-the very robe of righteousness you have appropriated and worn for 
your justification here, you shall shine in as your glorification for 
ever-and all the filial affection, holy confidence, and rapturous 
gratitude you have been made the subject o.f here, shall be per
fected in that eternal state of blessedness, before the throne of God 
and the Lamb. 



The Gospel Magazine 167 

There may I gain a station, and a harp of gold, to JOlll the 
choir who sing to my dear Redeemer's praise.-There may I meet 
every member of the church, over which the Holy Ghost has made 
me overseer.-There may I meet my beloved family, and all the 
hopeful youths who surround me in the house of God-and there, 
I trust, I shall meet my beloved Stephen, whose present comfort, 
and eternal salvation, stand prominent among the objects of my 
constant solicitude. 

In prospect of this glorious meeting, 
I subscribe myself, 

Yours affectionately, for Christ's sake, 

JOSEPH IRONS. 

No eye hath seen, nor ear hath heard, nor words 
Nor thoughts, nor mortal powers can comprehend 
The glory that awaits the ransomed soul. 
But, when his glad dismission is obtained 
From all below, he wings his way on high, 
To see, and know, and share the bliss of heaven. 
Made free from sorrow-clad in royal robes-
And owned an heir of God-joint-heir with Christ
He claims an entrance to his Father's house. 
See how the everlasting doors fly back 
The grand, majestic scene unfolds ! the harps
The shouts--the hallelujahs of the throng 
Salute, and welcome home the child of God. 
With kindred spirits, once beloved on earth, 
He ranges o'er the plains of bliss-recounts 
The wonders grace has wrought-and glory finds 
In Jesu's unveiled, lovely countenance, 
No more to lose the captivating sight. 
But, dwelling near the throne, absorbed in bliss, 
He looks and loves-and sings eternally. 
With such a prospect opening to our view, 
Shall you and I, dear Stephen, cleave to earth? 
Shall fading flowers and paltry toys-shall gold-
Or pearls or crowns allure our heaven-born souls?
Away, ye sordid things! too long beloved! 
0 Holy Spirit, draw my heart away 
To act in character-to walk with God-
To trample on the world-reach out-press on
Aspire to gain the prize, and wear the CROWN ! 
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY 

"THE CHRYSOSTOM OF ENGLAND" 

QuATER-CENTENARY O F AN ELIZABETHAN PURITAN: 
HENRY SMITH, 1560-1591 

IT is not surprising that the name of Smith should be discovered 
in the list of the noble army of Puritans in that golden age of 
Scriptural reformation and piety which so graced the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries in our beloved land. This year marks the 
quater-centenary of the birth of HENRY SMITH. 

A PURITAN PREACHER WHO EXCELLED 

We have no details of his early life, or call by grace, but that he 
was "approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2: 15), is 
abundantly evident from his writings. Henry Smith, except in his 
public capacity as a preacher, so far as we know, has no history; 
the pulpit marks his entrance and exit. Having borne his testimony 
like another Elijah, he is taken up, but leaves no mantle behind 
him, or no Elisha to inherit it. His sermons are at once his. portrait 
and his life. "He being dead, yet speaketh," and speaketh none the 
less powerfully because his personal self is so little known to us. 

The Protestant Reformation, of happy memory, was yet in pro
gress when the Puritans were raised up into a vigorous existence. 
"No clear account of the origin of this now famous title has been 
handed down," writes J. B. Marsden in "The History of the· Early 
Puritan.s." 

"It seems to imply that, if the profession of those to whom 
it was first given were high, their lives were at least consistent, 
and their morals pure. T he name occurs soon after the accession 
of Queen Elizabeth, though it was not much in use for ten 
years afterwards. It then became the title of a party, which, for 
upwards of a century, exercised in England an influence. . . . 
And this influence, though weakened, still survives. . . . 
Wherever the religion, the language, or the free spirit of our 
country has forced its way, the Puritans of old have some 
memorial. They have moulded the character and shaped the 
laws of other lands, and tinged with their devouter shades 
unnumbered congregations of Christian worshippers, even where 
no allegiance is professed or willing homage done to their 
peculiarities .... They boasted, not without reason, that the 
first college, in either university, founded by a Protestant, was 
the magnificent donation of their own Sir Walter Mildmay at 
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Cambridge; dedicated, not to legendary saints or superstitious 
fears, but to the divine Immanuel; and built, not for the pro
motion of a stupid superstition, but in the pious hope that the 
gospel of the Son of God might never want an advocate while 
its foundation should endure. They were our own countrymen, 
and their history is, in its glories or its darker shades, in truth 
our own." 

HIS SUSPENSION AND RESTORATION 

Our Blessed Lord declared that "blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake" (Matt. 5: 10); and Paul was 
moved of the Holy Ghost to record that "all that live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3: 12). Such truths 
was Henry Smith well acquainted with ! He was a person of good 
family, and early in life became illustrious on account of his God
given preaching talents. But having some scruples, he declined pre
ferment, and aspired to nothing higher than the weekly lectureship 
at the church of St. Clement Danes, London. On a complaint made 
by Bishop Aylmer, he was suspended by Whitgift; and so was 
silenced for a while one of the most gifted preachers of the times ! 

"THE CHRYSOSTOM OF ENG LAND" 

His contemporaries named him "the Chrysostom of England." His 
church was crowded to excess, and his sennons and treatises were 
soon to be found in the hands of every person of discernment and 
true piety. They passed through numberless editions, and some 
were carried abroad and translated into Latin. They were still 
admired and read after the passing of nearly a century, inasmuch 
as Thomas Fuller collected and republished them. 

"Probably the prose writing," writes J. B. Marsden, "of this 
the richest period of genuine English literature, contains nothing 
finer than some of his sermons. They are free, to an astonishing 
d~gree, from the besetting vices of his age-vulgarity, and 
quaintness and affected learning; and he was one of the first 
English preachers who, without submitting to the trammels of 
a pedantic logic, conveyed, in language nervous, pure and 
beautiful, the most convincing arguments in the most lucid 
order, and made them the groundwork of fervent and impas
sioned addresses to the conscience. The Lord Treasurer was his 
friend; and that he was restored to his lectureship and to the 
Church of England after a brief suspension, we owe, among 
many obligations of a similar kind, to the name of Cecil." 

Henry Smith seems to have been lecturer a t St. Clement Danes 
rather by sufferance than otherwise, as he endured opposition and 
sorrow of heart. He spake words of wisdom such as quicken medi
tation, as iron sharpeneth iron. His doctrine was searching and 
sound ; he was very clear in the gospel and in dealing with the 
experience of a renewed soul. Especially was he very bold in de-
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nouncing all confidence in mere reformation, m which too many 
often rest, and so fall short of the new birth. 

"As ye may read, Psalm 51 : 10, David prayeth the Lord to 
'create him a new heart'; not to correct his old heart, but to 
create him a new heart ; showing that his heart was like an old 
garment, so rotten and tattered that he could make no good of 
it by patching and piecing, but even must cut it off, and take 
a new. Therefore Paul saitb, 'Cast off the old man'; not pick 
him up and wash him till he be clean, but cast him off, and 
begin anew, as David did." 

Thomas Fuller says of him : 
"He was commonly called the Silver-to11gued preacher, and 

that was but one metal below Chrysostom himself. His church 
was so crowded with auditors that persons of good quality 
brought their own pews with them, I mean their legs, to stand 
thereupon in the alleys. Their ears did so attend to his lips, 
their hearts to their ears, that he held the rudder of their affec
tions in his hands, so that he could steer thr.m whither he was 
pleased, and he was pleased to steer them only to God's glory, 
and their own good." 

There were those who hungered and thirsted after righteousness 
in those days! A view of such a pastor and flock can be envisaged 
from his second sermon upon the art of hearing : "As the little birds 
perk up their heads when their clam comes with meat and prepare 
their beaks to take it, striving who shall catch most (now this looks 
to be served, and now that looks for a bit, so every mouth is open 
till it be filled), so you arc here like birds, and we the dam, and 
the word the food; therefore you must prepare· a mouth to take it." 

A DILIGENT STUDENT OF SCRIPTURE 

H e must have been a very diligent student, for no extemporaneous 
or unstudied effusions could have ben so sententious, so accurate, 
so complete as these peerless discourses. Henry Smith was so full of 
the Word of God that his hearers could scarcely have failed to 
become good biblical schcolars; his very divisions and lines of 
thought appear to have been suggested by the scriptures which he 
brought to bear upon his topic. 

One gift, pre-eminently displayed by Henry Smith, was that of 
using Scriptural illustrations. His baskets of silver, in which he 
placed apples of gold, are of Scriptural workmanship. He shows, 
for instance, that many make deceivable shows of piety, who are yet 
strangers to it. 

"You have Pilate washing his hands in hypocrisy, as well as 
you have David washing his hands in innocency. You have 
the Shechemites with their circumcision, as well as the Israelites 
with their circumcision. You have the Sadducees with their 
doctrine, as well as the apostles with their doctrine. You have 
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the Pharisee with his prayer, as well as the publican with his 
prayer. You have the Pythonist with her confession, as well as 
Peter with his confession. You have the exorcists with their 
J esus (Acts 19: 13), as well as Paul with his Jesus. You have 
Satan with his scripture (Matt. 4), as well as Christ with His 
scripture. You have Judas with his kiss, as well as Jonathan 
with his kiss. You have Cain with his sacrifice, as well as Abel 
with his sacrifice. You have Esau with his tears, as well as Mary 
with her tears. You have Ahithopel with his wisdom. as well as 
Solomon with his wisdom. You have Zedekiah with his spirit, 
as well as Elijah with his spirit. You have J ezebel with her 
fasts, as well as Anna with her fasts. You have the harlot with 
her vows, as well as Jacob with his vow." 

The following- Scriptural allusions arc from his sermon upon the 
wedding garment, his text being, "Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ." 

"There be many fashions of apparel, but they are too light, 
or too heavy, or too coarse, or too stale, and all wear out. At 
last the apostle found a fa$hion that surpassed them all : it is 
never out of fashion, meet for all seasons, fit for all persons, 
and such a profitable weed that the more it is worn the fresher 
it is. What fashion have you seen comparable to this ? It is 
no t like the clothes of D a vid 's ambassadors, which covered their 
upper parts (2 Sam. 10: 4); or like Saul's armour, which tired 
David when he should fight with it (1 Sam. 17 : 39); nor like 
the counterfeit Jeroboam's wife, which disguised herself to go 
unknown ( l Kings 14 : 2) ; nor like the old rags of the Gibcon
ites, which deceived Joshua (Joshua 9: 4-5); nor like the paltry 
suit of Micah, which he gave once a year to his Lcvite (.Judges 
17 : 10) ; nor like the glutton's flaunt, which jetted in purple 
every day ; nor like the light clothes which Christ said arc in 
kings' courts, and make them lighter that wear them (Matt. 
11 : 8). 

·But it is like the garment of the high priest, which had all 
the names of the tribes of Israel written upon his breast (Exod. 
28 : 21) ; so all the names of the faithful arc written in the 
breast of Christ, and registered in the book of His merits (Mal. 
3 : 1). It is like Elias' mantle, which divided the waters (2 Kings 
2 : 8); so He divivded our sins and punishments, that they 
which are clothed with Christ, are armed both against sin and 
death. It is like the garments of the Israelites in the wilderness, 
which did not wear out ; forty years to~ether they wandered in 
the desert, and yet , saith Moses, their shoes were not worn, but 
their apparel was as when they came out of Egypt (Deut. 29 : 5); 
so the righteousness of Christ doth last for ever, and His merits 
are never worn out. As Mordecai shined in the king's robes 
before the people (Esther 6 : 11), so and more glorious are the 
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faithful in the robes of Christ before God. When Christ was 
transfigured upon the mount, Matthew said that His face shined 
like the sun, and His clothes were as white as the light (Matt. 
17 : 2); so when we are transfigured into the image of Christ, 
we shall shine before other men like lights; and therefore Christ's 
disciples are called lights, because they were clothed with light, 
and shined to the world (Matt. 5: 14). Solomon was not so 
glorious in all his royalty, nor the lilies, which are braver than 
Solomon (Matt. 6:29), as he which is clothed in Christ, because 
the apparel upon him is better than all the world about him. 
Therefore, if David said, 'Weep, ye daughters of Israel, for 
Saul which clothed you in purple' (2 Sam. 1 : 24), I may say, 
'Rejoice, ye daughters of Israel, for Christ which hath clothed 
you with righteousness, as it were with a vesture, before you 
come to the banquet.'" 

HIS DISCOURSES 

Henry Smith went straight to the conscience, and dealt with it 
upon plain matters of duty, and important gospel doctrine. 

"LOOKING GLASS FOR CHRISTIANS" 

The star, when it came to Christ, stood still, and went no 
farther; so when we come to the knowledge of Christ, we should 
stand still and go no farther, for Paul was content "to know 
nothing but Chiist crucified." It is not necessary to know that 
which God hath not revealed; and the well of God's secrets is 
so deep that no bucket of man can sound it; therefore we must 
row in shallow waters, because our boats are light, and small, 
and soon overturned. 

They which have such crotchets and circumstances in their 
brain, I have marked this in them, that they seldom find any 
room for that which they should know, but go to and fro, 
seeking and seeking, like them which sought Elias' body and 
found it not. Let men desire knowledge of God as Solomon 
did, but not desire knowledge as Eve did. For these aspiring 
wits fall again like Babel, and run into doubts while they seek 
for resolutions. As the Jews (it did not seem certain that they 
were Jews-Acts 19: 13), when they heard the .apostle preach, 
burnt their curious books, and had no more delight to study 
such toys : so when men come to the truth, they are content 
to leave these fancies and say with Paul, "I know nothing but 
Christ crucified." 

Curious questions and vain speculations are like a plume of 
feathers, which some will give anything for and some will give 
nothing for. Paul rebuked them which troubled their heads 
about genealogies; how would he reprove men and women of 
our days, if he did see how they busy their heads about vain 
questions, tracing upon the pinnacles, where they may fall, 
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while they might walk upon the pavement without danger. 
Some have a great deal more desire to learn where hell is than 
to know any way how they may escape it; to hear what God 
did purpose before the world began, rather than to learn what 
He will do when the world is ended; to understand whether 
they shall know one another in heaven, than to know whether 
they belong to heaven. 

This rock hath many shipwrecks, that men search mysteries 
before they know principles; like the Bethshemites, which were 
not content to see the ark, but they must pry into it and finger 
it. Commonly the simplest men busy their heads about the 
highest matters; so that if they meet with a rough and crabbed 
question like a knob in the tree, and while they hack and hew at 
it with their own wits to make it plain, their saw sticks fast in 
the cleft and cannot get out again; at last in wrath they become 
like malcontents with God, as though the Scripture were not 
perfect, and either fall into despair or into contempt of all. 
Therefore it is good to leave off learning where God hath left 
off teaching; for they which have an ear where God hath no 
tongue, hearken not unto God, but to the tempter, as Eve did 
to the serpent. 

"THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN PAUL AND AGRIPPA" 

Now, if we be almost Christians, let us see what it is to be 
almost a Christian. 

Almost a son, is a bastard; almost sweet, is unsavoury; almo'St 
hot, is lukewarm; which God spueth out of His mouth (Rev. 
3: 16); so, almost a Christian is not a Christian; but that which 
God spueth out of His mouth. 

Almost a Christian is like Jeroboam, which said, "It is too 
far to go to Jerusalem to worship," and therefore chose rather 
to worship calves at home. Almost a Christian is like Micah, 
which thought himself religious enough because he had gotten 
a priest into his house. Almost a Christian is like the Ephraim
itcs, which could not pronounce Shibboleth, but Sibboleth. 
Almost a Christian is like Ananias, which brought a part, but 
left a part behind. Almost a Christian is like Eli's sons, which 
polled the sacrifices; like the virgins, which carried lamps with
out oil; like the willing and unwilling son, which said he would 
come and came not. 

What is it to be born almost? If the new man be but born 
almost, he is not born. What is it to be married almost unto 
Christ? He which is married but almost, is not married. What 
is it to offer sacrifice almost? The sacrifice must be killed ere 
ever it can be sacrificed. He which gives almost, gives not, but 
denieth. Can the door which is but almost shut keep out the 
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thief? Can the cup which is but almost whole hold any 
wine? 

I cannot tell what to make of these defectives, nor where to 
place them, nor how to call them, nor unto what to liken them. 
They arc like unto children which sit in the market place, 
where is mourning and piping, and they neither weep or dance, 
but keep a note between them both; they weep almost, and 
dance almost. Belicvest thou almost? "Be it unto thee," saith 
Christ, "as thou believest." Therefore, if thou believest, thou 
shalt be saved; if thou believest almost, thou shalt be saved 
almost. As when a pardon comes when the thief hangs upon the 
gallows, he is almost saved, but the pardon doth him no good; 
so he which is almost a Christian, almost zealous, almost 
righteous, which doth almost love, almost believe, shall be 
almost saved; that is, if he had been a Christian altogether, he 
should not be damned. 

Henry Smith had one mark, which has been said to belong to 
many of those whom God loves, for he died young, and so entered 
early into his rest. F.C. 

PILGRIM PAPERS 

TRUE CHRISTIAN MOUNTAINEERS 

"Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
Or who shall stand in His holy place?-Psalm 24: 3. 

"He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above 
all heavens, that He might fill all things."-Ephesians 4: 10. 

AMoNG the events of the year 1953 there stood out rather promin
ently the conquest of Mount Everest. The successful attempt by a 
British team of mountaineers to reach the summit, was made known 
on Coronation day, and the news of this gave an added lustre to the 
occasion of the Queen's crowning at Westminster Abbey. Colonel 
Hunt, the leader of the expedition, with his band of intrepid 
climbers, will long be remembered, and especially Sir Edmund 
Hillary and Sherpa Tensing, who actually reached the summit of 
this, the world's highest mountain. 

The ascent of Mt. Everest was both difficult and dan,gerous. 
There were many disappointments, and occasionally the climbers 
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were forced to stop and remain in camp for days on end, because of 
the weather. At other times they found themselves actually 
descending instead of ascending, in order to reach a better position 
for the real ascent. 

How similar, in many respects, is the journey through life of 
every true Christian who has been the subject of a new and 
spiritual birth. It is well that we should emphasise the latter point, 
for the Lord }<:sus Himself declared to Nicodemus: "Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God." It is to be 
feared that many today who profess and call themselves Christians, 
are Christian in name only, of whom it is true, as of some in ancient 
days : "This people draweth nigh unto Me (God) with their mouth, 
and honoureth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me." 
They hear, with their natural cars, the proclamation of the ever
lasting Gospel of salvation by grace. They have set before them as 
it were, those delectable mountains of God's holiness, justice, love, 
and mercy, and heaven itself, where sin cannot enter, which God 
has prepared for them that love Him; yet there is seemingly no 
relish or de~irc among the mere professors of religion, to climb the 
rough and narrow way "which leadeth unto life." Concerning the 
saints of old, whose lives are so vividly described in the Scriptures, 
one has written : 

"They climbed the steep ascent to Heaven 
Through peril, toil and pain; 

Oh God to us may grace be given, 
To follow in their train." 

Sodom, one of the cities of the plain, was no doubt fair enough to 
look upon, and the land prosperous, as Lot evidently thought; but 
it was no place for a God-fearing person to settle down in, as he 
found to his cost. When he was finally brought out of it, by the 
g-racious hand of God, the word of the angel to him was this : 
"Escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed." Has this same 
word , dear reader, been applied in measure to yourself : "Escape for 
thy life" ; "Flee from the wrath to come"; "This is not your rest, 
it is polluted"; and then perhaps, the kind and gracious word of the 
Lord J esus Christ, "Corne unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give your rest." 

The way to Heaven, though blessedly secured to all who look to 
Him alone for salvation, is a hard and difficult path. Says one : 

"How hard and rugged is the way, 
To some poor pilgrim's feet ; 

In all they do, and think, and say 
They opposition meet." 
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It may be so with you who are reading these lines. Yet you dare 
not turn back to Sodom, for the Lord says: "Look not behind thee." 
Rather, says the Apostle Paul: "Forgetting those things which are 
behind and reaching forth to those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God, in Christ 
Jesus." That mountain of God's holiness, the hill of the Lord, 
where Jesus is, and the good hope in your poor heart of one day 
being for ever with Him, washed in his precious blood, freed from 
all sin, delivered eternally from its power, and from Satan's malice, 
this you feel is worth pressing towards, infinitely more than all this 
world calls good or great 

The track leads ever upwards and away from the city of destruc
tion ; but it is narrow, for mountaineers climb in single file, and 
how true it is: "The darkest paths we often climb alone." You 
doubtless find that the only safe way to climb this narrow track is 
by humble, earnest, wrestling prayer-the prayer of faith in Jesus' 
name. Clouds may often come down, and heavy weather bring 
you to a stand; but your God and Saviour will not forsake you· here. 
Your Guide is the Holy Spirit, and your Guide Book the unerring 
Word of God. 

You may sometimes appear to be going down, instead of going 
up; but the Lo·rd your God knows the best way for you to reach 
His heavenly hill. It may be you need a further lesson in humility, 
to be brought down lower in your own esteem-that you may the 
more highly value your best and heavenly Friend, who died that 
you might live. 

The Lord J esus Himself descended very low in order to complete 
the mighty work of Salvation for all who come unto God by Him ; 
but our text says: "He that descendeth is the same also that ascended 
up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things." When 
He, the mighty Conqueror, ascended up on high, He bore with 
Him, upon His heart, the names of all for whose ransom He shed 
His precious blood. Now He ever liveth to make intercession for 
them. He waits to receive each toiling, climbing, struggling pilg-rim, 
who, being called effectually by His grace out of darkness into light, 
is seeking- that Heavenly hill-the hill of Zion, "Where sin no more 
defiles, Where God unveils His lovely face, And looks, and loves, 
and smiles." 

May it be yours and mine, dear reader, to be found in this way, 
venturing all upon the Lord, by faith. May we seek to live as true 
Christian mountaineers should live, in simplicity and Godly sincerity. 
not according to the course of this world, but according to the 
Ward and Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. H.s. 
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS 

"BE NOT AFRAID, ONLY BELIEVE" 

A SERMON BY THE REV. w. H. KRAUSE (DUBLIN)* 

"Be not afraid, only believe."-Mark 5: 36. 

h· has been our custom, brethren, annually, to meet tog-ether to 
commemorate the mercies of the Lord at the opening of the new 
year; to draw near to Him, as a congregation, in prayer and in 
thanksgiving. And we have on this day, from time to time, 
commemorated the dying love of the Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
communion of His body, and of His blood, each of us professing 
to do this in remembrance of Him. 

We have often said to you, that we hold it to be a deeply 
interesting occasion; and the assembling together of so large a 
number as I sec here this day, is a cause of much thankfulness to the 
Lord. I pray that God the Holy Ghost may in power open out His 
Word to us at this time, that Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, may 
be glorified; that we may be enabled to say, on leaving this place, 
"It was good for us to have been here." 

It has been our practice from year to year, when we meet together 
on this occasion, to select some short passage of Scripture, that may 
be a remembrancer to ourselves individually, during the year upon 
which we have entered, or during so much of it as the Lord may 
permit us to sec : and, also, that it may be a kind of common 
remembrancer amongst us, that we may put one another in mind of 
it; and that we may be enabled, under some special circumstances of 
trial, under which a brother or a sister may be placed during the 
year, to ~y to them, Now is the time for the Lord to apply this 
word to your soul, that thus we may be in prayer one for another
! mean those of us who know how to pray. 

We have great encouragement for having this little text printed 
and circulated amongst you, because we know it has been instru
mental, under God's blessing, in sometimes strengthening the heart 
of some child of God, when the mind has been travelling over the 
large field of Scripture, unable to fasten on any particular portion 
of the Word, as suitable to his time of special need; and then this 
little text for the year has come home in the power of the Spirit, 
and the soul has found peace and comfort in the remembrance of it. 

* This Sermon of Encouragement was one of Mr. Krause's NEw YEAR's DAY 
SERIES of Sermons, being given by him on January 1st, 1850. We have 
inserted the sub-headings.-Editor. 
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Allow me to say a word as to the selection of these texts. I have 
no doubt that some here may say, that they would rather have 
verses of Scripture which would contain some exhortations to 
practical duties; that the texts which have been selected for these 
occasions, apply specially to seasons of conflict, and trial, and diffi
culty, and temptation. But, dear brethren, I believe that the most 
practical exhortation which can be presented to the mind, is that 
which I have now read to you from God's Word-«Only believe." 
And whatever difference there may be amongst us as to the suitability 
of a text, I believe that God the Holy Ghost, whose guidance I am 
permitted and privileged to seek in these matters, has directed me 
from time to t ime, and on this occasion also, to these portions of the 
Word. 

THE C IRCUMSTANCES 

We shall now as briefly as we can, remind you of the circumstances 
under which this exhortation was given by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Yon will remember that a certain ruler, whose only child, a daughter, 
about twelve years of age, was lying at the point of death , hearing 
of the mercies of J esus, and having a conviction of the power that 
there was in Jesus, and of the accessibility to Jesus, goes to Him ; 
and in deep distress of mind, in much agony of feeling, he falls down 
before the Lord, and as St. Mark says, "Besought him greatly." It 
will be interesting to you, when you return home, to compare the 
accounts of this miracle given by St. Matthew and St. Luke with 
that which is more minutely detailed by St. Mark. 

We are told, that after this poor man had laid his case before the 
Lord; after he had told Him that his child was lying at the point 
of death, as if nothin~ could save that child, but the outstretching 
of a supernatural arm; having told the Lord his sorrow; He who 
was compassion , and mercy, and love; He goes with the man. We 
can bring before our imagination all the feelings that must have 
been in busy action in the breast of that father a t that moment. 
There was not an instant to be lost. There must be the putting forth 
of a great power to stay that disease, and almost, as he seemed to 
think, to raise his daughter from death. There was the feeling of 
hope, for Jesus went with him; he had Omnipotence with him; 
he had love with him; all must be done according to His word. 

We may here imagine what must have passed through the mind 
of that anxious parent. He would have wished that not a moment 
should be lost ; but on their way, they meet with interruption and 
delay, and the heart of that affiicted parent was kept on the rack. 
H e had to endure most painful suspense. There was another sufferer 
to whom the Lord's attention was to be directed; she must partake 
of a passing blessing; she must be attended to, and she must be 
addressed. 

Well, while all this was going on, there come messengers who tell 
the poor father, It is a 11 over; it is too late; the child is dead, 
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"Why troublest thou the master any further?" But at the very 
moment when the faith of this man seems to be so strained, mark 
the tenderness and the love of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are told 
that, "as soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken," coming in 
at that point, and before unbelief should insinuate itself through the 
inner man; before this hard communication and advice should gain 
a footing within his breast, the Lord steps out, and pre-occupies the 
heart, saying to him these most soothing and precious words, "Be 
not afraid, anly believe." 

A HISTORY OF THE EXPERIENCES OF GOD,S PEOPLE 

Now, these are the words that I am anxious to impress upon you 
at this time; hoping and trusting, that, if the Lord be pleased to give 
His blessing- to the opening out of them, we may find that they are 
suitable to ourselves, and that they are adapted to the circumstances 
of all God's people. For, in all those narratives of the out-going 
power of the Lord .Jesus Christ, I read a little history of the exper
ience of God's people in all a.~es, and in all places. There may be 
some modification and some variety of the circumstances, but · we 
say that there is not one in the Lord's family who has not felt some 
or all of those experiences, through which that man's heart passed 
at that time; and to go no further back, we think we can bring to 
the remembrance of God's servants something of their own history, 
even during the year that is past, very similar to that which is 
described in the narrative. 

Now, brethren, it matters little whether the pressure that is upon 
a child of God be the pressure of outward calamity, or the pressure 
of temptation, or the pressure of conflict, or the pressure of duty. 
Even during the past year, is there one amongst us belonging to 
the family of God, who has not felt him,elf to be sharply exercised 
by one or another of these pressures? Some, it may be, have passed 
through some season of calamity personally, or relatively. Some 
have passed through temptations, which they could not detail to 
their bosom friend. Some have passed through temptations that 
they have almost whispered to the Lord Himself, when they have 
gone into the secret of their own chamber. Some have had seasons 
of conflict that have torn the breast. I do not say that this is the 
experience of all the Lord' s people; but I do say this, that every 
child of God with whom I have ever met, and whose experience 
seems to be opened out in the Word of God; as, for instance, in 
the 7th of Romans; he either has passed through this, or he will 
pass through it. sooner or later. I believe God knows how to make 
His people feel their weakness; He knows how to teach them their 
dependence upon Himself. And there may be those amongst us, 
who, perhaps, may say, they have not felt so keenly the pressure of 
calamity, or of conflict, or of temptation; but they have known 
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something of the pressure of duty, and they have been made to feel 
their own weakness. 

Again, we think there is something presented to us here of the 
experience of the children of God, as to the delay, and the suspense, 
which they are sometimes made to feel before the relief comes. 
They are watching- the cloud that promises the shower, and they 
are waiting for it for a long time ; and, perhaps, that may be the 
very season when the devil will be most active and busy with their 
souls, directing their attention to some other part of the field that 
has received the drops of the shower, whilst they feel poor and sterile. 
T hey are, perhaps, tempted by the devil to look a t some child of 
God, whom the Lord has come out of His place to help swiftly and 
speedily, whilst they may be, perhaps, kept waiting. 

And then, again, it may be that at this time there has been 
great trial to their souls from those around them. There have been 
those, perhaps, who could not understand the meaning of all this 
waiting- upon the Lord; and there has been worldly advice, and 
there has been carnal reasoning upon the matter; there has been 
that which has afforded anything but comfort to the poor tried soul. 

Now, under all these circumstances which we believe that many 
of us have gone through during the past year, these words are 
written for our encouragement and exhortaticm, should we again be 
placed in such circumstances-should our difficulties again press 
upon us. 

" RE NOT AFRAID" 

Now, brethren, you will remark the word of exhortation and the 
word of encouragement that the Lord has given ; or rather, here is 
a double exhortation presented to us : in the first place, here is a 
word which says, "Be not aj1·aid." Now, mark, this is the lanRUage 
of the Lord, not here only, hut throughout all H is communications 
to His people in His Word. The language of the Gospel is, "Be not 
afraid." He who is a sinner, vile, and unworthy, and polluted; he 
who has no claim by nature upon God, but who has believed the 
record of God's great mercy in the Son of H is love, is told over and 
over again, in the Word, "Be not afraid:'' 

If we were to dwell a t any length upon this exhortation, which 
we shall not, we could show you how this fear belongs specially to 
the man who believes not in Jesus; that it belongs not to the 
department of God's Christian people, but to the department of 
unbelieving sinners against the Lord ; that fear must be, where there 
is not faith in the Lord Jesus ; that fear sets a man in direct oppo
sition to that which God has commanded His people to do ; that fear 
sets a man upon carnal reasoning, and carnal working ; that fear 
puts dishonour upon the person, and work, and the offices of the 
Lord J esus Christ. 
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Therefore, the language of Scripture is-"Be not afraid," telling 
the Lord's people that their hearts should not give way to fear; 
as if there were no Lord Jesus Christ, as if there were no promises 
of God, as if there were no help at hand, when God lives. 

"BELIEVE ONLY" 

But the Lord adds this encouragement, "Believe only." 
Now, you are to remember the circummstances under which this 

was spoken; you are to remember the condition of that man's soul 
at that time, and the wringing of his heart under the agonising 
suspense which he was enduring. The Lord just put<; the thing 
before him in this way-You have broug-ht the matter to me; you 
have nothing more to do with it-"Believe only." 

Now, this faith is directly opposed to all carnal reasonings; faith 
has for its object something out of ourselves ; faith looks away from 
self, and it fastens upon another object. Faith has for its object, 
the truth and the promises of our covenant Jehovah in Christ .Jesus. 

It was a good saying of a man of God, long since gone to his rest, 
that when he looked at his own history he saw his own faith in a 
two-fold aspect: he said, "There was my bra;;en serpent faith; and 
then, again, there was my golden sceptre faith "; and he said, 
"There is a vast difference between these two." 

".HKAZJ•;N ~;t;R.PENT FAITH''·' 

What he called his "brazen serpent faith" was the lying wounded, 
hurt , stung, wanting ease, and wanting cure : and there he lay, 
looking and finding ease and cure in looking to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

He meant that there was that period in his history when all was 
in disturbance, aU was pain, and all was want of ease; but he found 
relief when God the Holy Ghost enabled him to lie as a poor, 
wounded, smitten, stung-, hurt Israelite, looking unto J esus, as "able 
to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him." "As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." 

It is that period in a man's history when, for the first time, he 
has learned that Jesus saves the sinner in all his vileness, and in all 
the pollution of his iniquity; when the man has for the first time 
learned what the nature of the Gospel is; that there is no cure for the 
hurt, no remedy for the disease, no taking away and rcmovinp; of 
the guilt , but simply by the work which the Lord Jesus Christ has 
accomplished, and by believing the testimony which God has given 
of His Son. 

"GOLDEN SCEPTRE FAITH'' 

And when he said that there was another acting of faith, which he 
called his "golden sceptre faith," he looked upon it as that which the 
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Holy Ghost works in the souls of God's people, who have learned 
that through the blood-shedding of Jesus, they have access to the 
throne of God; that God is their Father, and that Jesus is at the 
right hand of God, ever living to make intercession for them. 

The idea which was before his mind was that which is presented 
to us in the Book of Esther, where we are told that that godly 
woman had a request to make of the king, and she was determined 
to go before the king, and she would look to the relation in which 
she stood to the king, and she would expect that the king would 
hear her, and whatever the consequences should be, to the king 
she would go; and she went, and the golden sceptre was held out 
to her, and she found favour in his sight. 

Now, this is what this good man called his "golden sceptre faith," 
when, having learned that he had access to the Lord, he could go to 
Him, and he could plead the relation in which he stood to the Lord, 
and expect that his every cry would come up with acceptance before 
the Lord, and that the Lord would abundantly answer him. This, 
we say, is what he called his "golden sceptre faith"-thc living upon 
the Lord-the saying, I want help, I want guidance, I want supplies, 
and I must go to the Lord for all. He will be glad to hear the voice 
of His servant, and He will answer me, and He will bless me. 

This coming to the Lord is believing that He is the cau!>e of all 
those covenant mercies, that He is the substance of all those 
covenant mercies, that He is the life of all those covenant mercies, 
that we have in providence, that we have in grace, or that we shall 
have in glory. Here is a large field for faith to go out on; it is 
the laying hold on all that the Lord jesus Chn"st is-on all that 
the Lord Jesus Christ has-on all that the Lord Jesus Christ has 
promised-on all that the Lord is able to do--on all that the Holy 
Ghost can bring to us out of the fulncss of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Brethren, we believe it to be the very greatest attainment of the 
soul when it is enabled to look to the Lord .Jesus Christ in all His 
mediatorial offices-when it is enabled to look to His mediation as 
that to which He was anointed; His qualification for that office 
resting upon His covenant engagement. And we believe it to be a 
great attainment when the Lord's servants are enabled to realise the 
relation in which they stand to Jesus; when they arc enabled to 
appropriate the promises which have been given to them in Jesus; 
to sec Him not only as the mediator of the new covenant, but th~ 
mediator of the new covenant in reference to me, and to me; and 
when they are enabled to see the position in which He stands, as 
being able to do all these things, because He is the Son of God. 

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

Now, brethren, we have just given you a little sketch of this 
narrative; we have told you how the servants of the Lord may be 
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in circumstances which are portrayed in this little narrative; we 
have told you what the experience of the Lord's people may be 
in the various trials in which they may be placed. We have en
deavoured to open out this double exhortation which the Lord has 
given ; we have told you that there should be no fear, that there 
should be a laying aside of all apprehension, because of the relation 
in which the Lord's people stand to Him, that in all their circum
stances the word is, "O nly believe" ; so that we have nothing to do 
with carnal reasonings, or with obstacles. Whatever difficulties may 
be in the way, we are not to set ourselves to get rid of those things 
in our own legal spirit-the word is, " Only believe." Look away 
from yourselves, and yO'Ur own resources, to the power that is-and 
that must be exercised in behalf of the Lord's people. We have 
endeavoured to show you that the Lord Jesus Christ has been 
anointed as the Mediator of the new covenant ; and that His ability 
to carry out His covenant engagement rests upon His deity-He is 
the Son of God. 

Brethren, we none of us know what a day may bring forth ; we 
none of us know what may be the circumstances of trial, or of 
difficulty, through which we may have to pass during this year. 
When we think of this t ime twelvemonths, and of the various 
changes that have taken place in this congregation, the trials and 
difficulties to which many whom I now address have been exposed, 
and the circumstances in which many of us have been placed 
personally a nd relatively, we have need to bring forward such a 
word for the enc-ouragement of God's people; we h ave need to 
remind them that in times of e-xtremity- when, perhaps, it may be 
with some of us, as with those travellers in their voyage to Rome
when " neither sun nor stars in many days appeared," that then the 
word to the Lord's children is-"Only believe." You have nothing 
to do with the barriers or obstacles which may be in your way, 
you have nothing to do with what men tell you of the d~fficulty of 
having your wants supplied; you have nothing to do with all the 
evils of your own hearts, which seems to you to be a reason why 
the Lord should not help you ; you have only to believe; simply 
to rest upon the truth, the power, the love, the faithfulness, of a 
covenant Jesus. 

I pray that God may be pleased throughout the coming year to 
make it a time of great faith to every one of us; a time when the 
Lord may enable us to lay aside fear ; a time when the Lord may 
enable us to rise up still higher and higher , looking to Him who is 
at the right hand of God, who bears His people upon His shoulder, 
for " the government is upon His shoulder," and who has said
" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." 

Sermon 28, Vol. I. W . H . KRAusE. 
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PROTESTANT BEACON 

TESTIMONY OF THE LATE CANON J. B. SHEA 

W e are sorry to learn of the death of the REv. CANON J. B. 
SHEA, whom we were privileged to. m eet occasionally in Dublin. 
On the last occasion when we met-•on the platform at a gather
ing at the Mission Church, Dublin-the aged scholar and humble 
man of God spoke to us of himself as "bU't a sinner saved by 
God's grace.)) W e give below the account, dated 1908, of his 
conversion as a Roman Catholic. We have given it exactly as 
he wrote it, but have inserted some sub-headings.- Editor. 

I HAVE been asked to give an account of my conversion, and I need 
scarcely remark that this is not the most agreeable task that can be 
given one. It is always disagreeable to have to talk of oneself; there 
is the danger of the imputation of spiritual pride on the one hand, 
and of a false humility on the other. May God remove both from 
our hearts. 

There are some peculiar ideas afloat- and especially among 
Roman Catholics- as to what conversion really means. Some think 
that if a person who has been going- to one place of worship, leaves 
it and attends that of another denomination, such a person is 
"converted," although no change is apparent in his life. The greatest 
hypocrite may do that any day. L et me give you my definition. 
A convert is one who·, having been " dead in trespasses and sins/' has 
been made alive by the power of God-a man who has been going 
the wrong way, but has turned clean around and goes the right way. 

INTENDED F OR T H E ROMAN PRIESTHOOD 

In my younger days, living in a country district in the south of 
Ireland, my people intended me for the Roman priesthood. I don't 
know whether this was because of any peculiar sanctity which I 
possessed, but fancy it was rather on utilitarian grounds. The great 
ambition of every family in that part of the world is to have at 
least one member a priest. Prayers are expensive when they have to 
be paid for; so it is a great advantage to have somebody of one's 
own who will offer prayers, and the still more expensive luxury
masses-free of charge, in this manner taking upon himself the sins 
of the whole family. Well , I was set apart as the scapegoat of my 
family. 

*NoTE.-"James Bartley Shea was a Bedell Scholar of Trinity College, 
Dublin and a Hebrew Prizeman. Ordained in 1900 he served faithfully 
in a number of Ireland parishes. In 1939 he was made a Prebendary 
of T uam Cathedral. He had a ~~:if ted pen a nd a keen sense of humour. 
He is missed by many friends who thank God for the remembrance of 
H is servant."- The Banner of Truth in I reland, Spring, 1960. 
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Thu~ I grew up through boyhood with this ideal perpetually 
before me; an ideal of purity and holiness as it was then to me. 
After repeated self-examination. I thought I came very far short of 
what a prosperous priest should be; I may tell you that subsequent 
experience has lowered considerably my ideal of what priests really 
are. However, these cogitations often brought on spasmodic fits of 
repentance which some times lasted a week, a nd frequently not so 

long. ACQUAINTANCE WlTH A PROTESTANT 

Among my early acquaintances was a Protestant of about my own 
age; and he and I frequently canvassed the various subjects of con
troversy between our respective denominations. Each did his best, 
and what was lacking in our information we made up in enthusiasm. 

One c:vcning he said, among other things : "When you go to Mass 
you worship the 'host.' i.e., th1~ communion bread. Well, then, 
!:;ranting that the doctrine of Transubstantiation is true. and that 
the ho~t is not bread at all, but human flesh, and tha t the wine has 
become human blood, ye t you know what is called the doctrine of 
l utcntion, namely. that if the priest has not the intention to con
secrate the elements they are not consecrated, and when you bow 
down and worship them you arc only worshipping a piece of bread 
and a little wine." 

At this I lost my temper-and let me tell you if you arc endeavour
ing to convince a man, and he loses his temper, you ought to feel 
encouraged, for the fact shows that he is losing faith in the truth 
of his own position. It was so with me and no doubt is so with 
many others. 

DOURTS ABOUT CONFESSION 

About this time a great many doubts began to occupy my mind, 
some on the subject of Transubstantiation, but more especially con
cerning the so-called sacrament of Penance. I used to go to con
fession on the first Sunday of each month, and tell every sin I could 
remember; but somehow I felt myself no better nor happier as the 
result. 

My friend told me that good Protestants confessed their sins every 
day of their lives; the great difference being that while I confessed 
to a man they confessed to God. " And do you suppose," he added, 
"that if I committed what you call a mortal sin, I could wait until 
the beginning of next month with that sin weighing upon my soul, 
not kno·wing when I lay down a t night, whether I should wake on 
earth the next morning?" 

This method seemed plausible, and I thought I would try it for 
once, and sec whether it would not be an improvement on the old 
one. But alas ! the new plan did not give me more peace than the 
old; for the fact was that I did not believe in its efficacy, and, bad 
as confession to the priest was, I tried it again. 

Here I may say a word as to the spirit in which the average 
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Roman Catholic goes to confession. A young fellow who used to 
attend with me once observed to me while we were waitin~ for the 
priest to come along: "You know that when one goes to confession 
regularly one has always the same list of sins to confess and gets 
into the habit of repeating them by rote. Well, I repeat my sins in 
this way mechanically, and sometimes there are ~ins about which 
I'm not quite certain whether I have committed them or not." 
"What do you do about them?" I asked. " \Veil, you know," said 
he, "it would be a great sin to tell a lie in confession, so in order to 
make sure to avoid this, I always commit thMc .rins on the day 
beforehand!" 

For some time after thi~ I was in a very uneasy state of mind. 
I did not know what to do. It had not as yet occurred to me 
to become a Protestant. while to remain a Roman Catholic was 
every day growing more difficult. In the meantime the weight of 
my sins and the burden of my uneasiness grew Jaily heavier and 
more difficult to bear. To get rid of this I though t of a great many 
expedients---of every expedient, in fact, except the one which I 
ought to have tried had I known; namely, that of going directly 
for forgiveness to Him who said, " Him that conuth unto M e, I will 
in nowise cast out.-'' '* 

THE PROTESTANT CLERGYMAN OF THE PARISH 

The Protestant cler1:,')'man of that parish and 1 had long been 
friends, but it was mutually understood between us that while we 
might talk freely on any other subject under the sun, we must not 
talk about religion. In the south of Ireland , you know, their ideal 
Protestant is "one who would not speak a word about God in a 
thousand years." It i;; only turncoats and "soupcrs," they say. who 
are always talking- about God and the Bible-probably because the 
latter have more to thank God and the Bible for than the average 
Protestant has! 

However, one evening I happened to be visiting this gentleman, 
and the conversation turned on the hymn, "The old, old story." 
I called it a Protestant hymn, but he said it was the peculiar 
property of neither Protestant nor R.C., but was a Christian hymn 
telling of the Saviour who died for all alike. And he proceeded to 
relate that "old, old story"- such a story a~ I had never heard 
before; the story of human sin and Divine love, the one story in all 
literature which can turn the valley of Achor into a door of hope, t 
and rescue the human soul from despair. 

The only fault it had was that it made me exceedingly uncom
fortable, and I went home a great deal sadder than if I had not heard 
it. The weight of my sins seemed growing heavier day by day, and 
the chances of getting rid of it smaller and smaller. I endeavoured 
to put it out of my mind altogether, but in vain. 

·l<- St. John 6: 37. t Hosea 2: 15. 
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"To walk in sunny places 
When all seems dark the while, 

To look on smiling faces 
When we no more can smile ; 

To feel, while earth and heaven 
Around thee shine in bliss, 

To thee no light is given- . 
Oh! what a doom is this !" 
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I now found an excuse to visit the parson more frequently than 
formerly. Of course I tried to leave him under the impression 
that I was completely happy. But he must have suspected the truth, 
for he would talk about my ~oul. All honour to such men! 

HE WAS OFFERED A BIBLE 

Once, when I was leaving, he offered me a Protestant Bible, but 
o[ course I refused to accept it. Young- as I was, I was too old a bird 
to be caught with chaff! On the contrary, I went to a friend who 
owned a Douay T estament which he was not using, and borrowed it 
fro m him. 

Now, mark you, I did not do this primarily to find rest for my 
soul, but rather in order to b~.: able to confute the Protestants, and 
refute their a rguments, which were beginning to make me feel very 
uncomfortable. Surely, thought I, as the Protestants draw all their 
arguments from their Bible, so I will find in ours the arguments on 
the other side, which will enable me to overcome them. 

''NO CONDEMNATION'' 

But, alas ! for "the best laid schemes of mice and men!" 
It so happened that the very first time I opened the borrowed 

Testament my eye fclJ upon these words (Rom. 8 : I): 
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are 

in Christ Jesus, who walk not according to the flesh." 
Now, what could this mean? I won' t say tha t my explanation of 

the passage was the most correct pos~iblc. but the meaning which I 
extracted from it was this : 

There is a class of people who are said to be "in Christ .Jesus," 
and these are under no condemnation ; whereas I am under the 
condemnation of my own conscience, and probably of God 
Himself, wherefore I cannot he one of those who are in Christ 
.Jesus. Oh! the horror of that discovery! To think that after 
all my conscientious dlorts to attain holiness, I was not at that 
moment one of God's people in Christ .Jesus. 

I daresay that you who have a tolerably intelligent body of clergy 
round you, would go with your difficulties to one of them; but in my 
parish, whether the parish priest has a guod h orse or not. he always 
keeps a good whip, and that is the first argument he would be likely 
to use. 
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So I went to the Protestant clergyman again, and indirectly in
troduced to him the text in question. Among other things he told 
me was this: When the priest professes to forgive sins, he always 
leaves a little marg-in unforgiven which must be wiped out by 
penances, hence the condemnation; whereas, when God forgives, 
He "saves to- the uttermost,"* and "the blood of Christ His Son 
cleanseth from all sin.''t 

It had long been a puzzle to me (as, indeed, it still is) why do not 
priests make a clean 'weep of the sins of their penitents, and not 
leave unforgiven what we call in Irish an agusheen (i.e., a little over 
and above) upon the soul? It is, I suppose, something in the way 
of a stock-in-trade to enable one to start ag-ain with! 

It would be tedious for me to go over .. the details of the next 
fortnight. Suffice it to say, that about the end of it, I came to the 
conclusion there was no longer any usc in endeavouring to strike a 
compromise-! must be for God, or against Him. Never did a man 
read his Testament more fervently than I did in the meantime. 

~:\TA~DTNG ON THE ROCK 

Again I paid my friend the parson a visit. I was determined. 
I told him I felt like one standing on sand, who felt it every moment 
shifting from under him. Instead of feeling very sad, as I felt he 
ought under the circumstances, he seemed quite elated, and said : 

"Thank God for that! That is just how God wants you to 
feel. You have been standing on your own righteousness, and 
He wants you to stand on the solid Rock, which is Christ." 

He asked me if I would consent to our having prayer together. 
Just imagine me praying with a parson a fortnight before! but now 
my spirit was broken, and I consented. Such a prayer! He prayed 
as if God were there present, listening to every word he said, and 
as if God had really an interest in me. I had been accustomed to 
regard God as one very, very far away, whom one could only 
approach very indirectly throug-h relays of mediators-the priest, 
the saints, the angels and the Blessed Virgin. I used to listen to mass 
read in Latin in something of the same spirit as Tennyson's North 
Country Farmer : 

"I allus went to church afore my Sally wur dead, 
An' I 'ecrd 'im hummin' awa' like a buzzard clock owre my 'ead, 
An' I didn't know wot a said, but I tho't a 'ad somewot to saay, 
An' a tho't that a said wot a ought to 'ave said, an' I coomd 

awaay !" 
I know there is a g-ood deal of difference of opinion on the subject 

of what is known as instantaneous conversion. Some say a man 
can't be converted in a moment; others say he can. All I know 
is that when I arose from that prayer I seemed to do so in another 

* Hebrews 7 : 25. t 1 St . .John 1: 7. 
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world. The load which had oppressed me seemed gone, as suddenly 
as that of Christian in the " Pilgrim's Progress," and I felt as if I 
could fly. 

My heart was fixed ; I would go home and tell my friends of my 
intention of leaving the church in which I could no longer remain, 
except as a hypocrite. But that was easier resolved than done. 

DIFFICULTIES OF ROMAN CATHOLICS 

Here let me exhort you, my Protestant friends, to be lenient in 
judging the motives of Roman Catholics who disbelieve the religion 
they yet profc s~. Their difficulties arc tremendous. Diffidence in 
one's own judgment against an institution of such antiquity, and to 
whose communion so many learned and honest men belong, is only 
one of the obstacles. Then there is the martyrdom of fri endships 
broken, of distrust, misconstruction, and contempt, which is to the 
human heart so difficult to bear. Besides, to a great many, the 
sacrifice of worldly prosperity a nd prospects is one not easily made. 

Among my friends was horror and confusion. One charitably 
sug-gested that I should be kicked. I think it is Lytton who says that 
"the worst use to which you can put a man is to hang him," and 
I have no hesitation in saying that the very worst theological argu
ment you can urge against a man is to kick him. 

Only one-my schoolmaster-argued the matter with me. H e 
asked me for some specific. ohjections against Romanism. Specific 
objections l I had so many that they took his breath away. He 
held up his hands in horror, hoping we might always continue 
friends, but beseeching me to spare him in the matter of controversy. 

Well , my friends thought it best to pack me off to America, which 
they did. and there I remained for several years. Often and often 
among the ~reat cities in the Eastern States, or the mining camps 
of the. Rocky Mountains, the message of God came to me, telling 
me to come and inform my own jJeople what great things He had 
done for me. The wish was ever present with me, but where should 
I come, to a home from which I had been expelled. In His Own 
g-ood time, however, and by His Own appointed means, my Master 
not only brought but forced me back and here I am ! 

THE SPIRITUAL F AMINE IN IREJ.AND 

One word in closing, to my Protestant friends. There is a famine 
in Ircland-"rrot a famine of bread nor a thirst of water, bu t of 
hearing My W ord , saith the Lord of Hosts."'* It is a shame to keep 
back bread from the children who are starving; and it is a shame to 
keep back the Bread of Life from those who are starving spiritually. 

Bedc tells us that so great was the hatred of the Britons to their 
Saxon invaders that they refused to preach the Gospel to them ; do 
not many Protcstants-and Christians too-treat their Roman 
Catholic neighbours in the same way, without meaning it? Their 

*Amos 8: 11. 
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absence of love amounts in practical results to a similar hatred. 
If Protestants had done their duty towards us during the last three 
centuries, the history of our unfortuna te country would not read as 
it docs. If even now, forgetting class and racial distinctions, and 
remembering that "all arc one in Jesus Christ,"t they did their 
duty, much might be done. 

"And oh ! it were a glorious deed 
To show before mankind, 

How ev'ry race and ev'ry creed 
Might be by Love combined; 

Might all combine; nor each forget 
The fountain whence it rose, 

As, filled by many a rivulet, 
The stately Shannon flows !" 

CURRENT TOPICS 

DOCTRINES OF SOVEREIGN GRACE 
We recently read the following passage in The Gospel Maga;::.ine 

for 1921 (page 353): 
"In closing my remarks on Grove Chapel, I should like to 

refer to an excellent little book, called ]azer, written by its 
former pastor, JosEPH IRONS. As an epitome of Gospel truth, 
I don't know anything better. It ought to be in every Christian 
household. It is truly Scriptural, and a real help to all Bible 
students, especially to those wishful to ascertain the distinctive 
doctrines of free grace" (J. E. Winder, of Bramhall, in an article 
entitled "Reminiscences of Grace and Mercy, and of Men of 
Grace" in The Gospel Magazine, July and August, 1921, pp. 
305-311 , 351-357). 

The book, Jazer, by Joseph Irons, was issued in 1821. It con
tained 20 Letters on Gospel Doctrines a ddressed to Young Christians. 
The reprint which Mr. Winder possessed was one by John Edwards 
in 1880, who substituted a different chapter on the subject of 
Baptism. A good modern book is Donald Beaton's "Some Founda
tions of the Reformed Faith," 1938, 64 pp., Sovereign Grace Union, 
34 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4. 
REVISING THE ARTICLES 

"One of my reasons for hoping that the 39 Articles may be 
revised," wrote the Dean of St. Paul's, Dr. W. R . Matthews, in 
The Daily T elegraph on Saturday, February 27th, "is that all 
traces of this dreadful doctrine (Election and Predestination) 
should be removed from them." 

t St. John 17. 
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So we presume that the careful, Scripturally-accurate and 
balanced statement of Article 17 would be thrown out, though it 
states that the godly consideration of the doctrine "is full of sweet, 
pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons and such as feel 
in themselves the working of the Spirit of God . . . as well because 
it doth greatly establish and confirm their faith of eternal salvation 
to be enjoyed by Christ, as because it doth ferven tly kindle their laue 
towards God." 

Could the D ean of St. Paul's join in Paul's wonderful thanks
giving: 

''Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ, according as He hath chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love, having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 
the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved, in 
Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of His Grace; wherein He hath 
abounded to us in all wisdom and prudence" (Ephesians 1 : 3-8). 

Poetry 

OUR LIVING 

"Our living is in Heaven"-Phil. 3 : 20 (Wyclif!e's translation) 

Speak to us, Lord, of the blessedness gTanted 
Unto the souls who have sins all forgiven; 

Give them the insight to know without doubting 
That they may live in the precincts of Heaven. 

Those who have faith in their crucified Saviour, 
Quickened bv grace in His merit to trust, 

To His blest Spirit have now been re~ponsive, 
Knowing that Jesus is loving and just. 

Now all their ways are the ways that are pleasant, 
And all their paths are the paths of His peace, 

Nothing- has power in this world to alarm them, 
For in His love are the joys which increa~e. 

Now they will serve whilst their souls are awaiting 
Perfected hearts at the end of the days, 

When in their rapture at sight of their Saviour 
Pilgrimage closes in hymns of His praise. 

Rodden Rectory. Frome. T. PITTAWAY. 
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SOVEREIGN GRACE 

"And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
lo·ve God, to them w ho arc the called according to His purpose." 
-Romans 8 : 28. 

According to Thy purpose, Lord, 
Chosen and called by sovereign grace, 

We have the witness of Thy Word, 
Thou hast for us prepared a place. 

All those, Lord, whom Thou didst foreknow 
Thou also didst predestinate, 

Conformity to Christ to show, 
Wonder of sovereign grace, how great. 

T o chosen ones in Christ the Lord 
Thou gavest an effective call; 

Then in obedience to Thy Word 
Thy children own Thee Lord of all. 

When called by Thee in sovereign grace 
And freely justified by faith, 

We boldly now may seek Thy face, 
And meet Thee at Thy Throne of Grace. 

Foreknown and chosen, called by grace, 
Ordained unto eternal life, 

And freely justified by ,grace, 
Glorified in an endless life. 

Unto all them that love the Lord 
Together all things work for good; 

Unchanging is His stcdfast Word, 
How great the mercies of our God ! 

7 Stratford Avenue, Bolton, Lanes. WILLIAM DAVIES. 
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