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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CoRINTHIANS i. 4.

NO SEPARATION

"For 1 am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,
nor height nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord."-Romans 8: 38,39.

IN this chapter-Romans 8-there is one main theme, the security
of the children of God. The chapter begins with "There is no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus"; and it ends with
the assurance that there is "no separation from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus." It is, of course, a passage for God's
people only. "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God" (verse 17). They are those whom God foreknew,
predestinated, called, justified, glorified (verses 29 and 30). Hence
these are they who can say, "If God be for us, who can be against
us?"

This passage is consequently very precious indeed to the new
born child of God, based as it is on the eternal purpose of God and
on His unchanging love, and to it the child of God delights to turn
and to return again and again. We invite our readers to survey
with us once more the wonderful assurance expressed in the two
closing verses of this great chapter. May God the Holy Spirit guide
our minds and warm our hearts as we look closely at this God-given
assurance of His eternal love for His own people.
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PAUL'S FIRM PERSUASION

Paul's assurance was expressed in the strongest manner. "[ am
persuaded," he wrote. It was not just a conjecture-it was some
thing about which he was quite certain. He had a full and firm
assurance, a triumphant assurance that could break out into a hymn
of praise. He heaped up words to express it. He defied every
opposition, everything that might appear antagonistic to the safety
and security of the child of God.

Are we persuaded, like ~aul? If God in His sovereign mercy has
begun His good work in us, if He has called us out of darkness into
His marvellous light, if He has quickened us when we were dead
in trespasses and sin, if He has given us sight when we were blind,
if He has given us a new heart and a new spirit, can we--on the
authority of His Word-say with Paul "I am persuaded that nothing
shall be able to separate me from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus my Lord"?

PAUL'S ENUMERATION

Paul enumerated ten things which were not able to separate the r,

child of God from God's love in Christ. We may not be quite sure
whether these ten things were intended to express distinct ideas.
but there is no doubt whatever of the meaning. The ten are given
mostly in pairs.

The first pair is "neither death nor life." Death is naturally
mentioned first-it speaks of separation, the separation of soul
from the body. We are told by the Lord Jesus "not to fear them
that kill the body and, after that, have no more that they can do"
(Luke 12: 4). Death is feared by many; in Job it is called "the king
of terrors" (Job 18: 14). But the Lord Jesus assured us: "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, If a man keep My saying, he shall ne"Cr see
death" (John 8: 51); that is, he may die physically, but he will never
experience death, he has eternal life. In the same way "life" cannot
separate from God's eternal love; life may hold many trials and
troubles for the child of God, but life as it is cannot take away
God's love.

The second group--"nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers"
-includes three. Neither evil angels, nor authorities in this world,
can separate the Christian from God's love. No superhuman power
can do that.

The third pair-"nor things present, nor things to come"-is
comprehensive. Present evils, nor those which may come, cannot
rob us of God's sovereign grace.

I~..,..~.: .--, ..

"'. •.
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Hallelujah! shall the sword
Part us from our glorious Lord?
Trouble dire or dark disgrace
From His heart our names erase?
Famine, nakedness, or hate,
Us from Jesus separate?

147The Gospel Magazine

The fourth pair-"nor height, nor depth"-may mean that noth
ing in heaven or earth can affect our security in Christ; or it might
possibly refer to position, whether great or humble, in life. These
things cannot possibly separate us from Christ.

Then, as if to cover everything, Paul finishes his statement of
assurance with the words "nor any other creature." No created
thing whatever, no other kind of creation, can make a separation of
the Christian from Christ.

Hallelujah! who shall part
Christ's own church from Christ's own heart?
Sever from the Saviour's side
Souls for whom the Saviour died?
Cast one precious jewel down
From Emmanuel's blood-bought crown?

Hallelujah! life nor death,
Powers above, nor powers beneath,
Satan's might, nor hell's dark gloom,
Things which are, nor things to come,
Men nor angels, e'er shall part
Christ's own church from Christ's own heart!

William Dickinson, 1846.

No! The Christian can say with J. G. Small, a minister (1817
1888) who served under Dr. Chalmers:

I've found a Friend: oh, such a Friend!
So kind, and true, and tender;

So wise a Counsellor and Guide,
So mighty a Defender!

From Him who loves me now so well,
What power my soul shall sever?

Shall life or death, shall earth or hell?
No! -I am His for ever.
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SERMONS I

I

SOBER THINKING

A SERMON BY THE REV. H. M. CARSON,

Vicar of St. Paul's. Cambridge

"For I say. through the grace given unto me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought
to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faith."-Romans 12: 3.

WE have been studying in some detail the links in the chain of
thought that Paul has been developing in this twelfth chapter of
the Epistle. This morning. let us stand back for a moment and look
at the general trend of his argument. Paul is dealing with practical
issues. He is going to deal at some length with the specific implica
tions of the relationship of the Christian to his fellow Christian. and
indeed. to men at large; and he begins by emphasising the basic im
portance of the Christian's right relationship with God. That is where
all right behaviour begins. It is when a man is right with God. and
when the Christian is living in close fellowship with his Saviour.
that he may hope to live in true harmony with his fellow Christian
and with his neighbour.

A SOBER ESTIMATE OF ONESELF

Before Paul goes on to deal with the particular issues of right
relationships. he has one further statement to make; one further
requirement. It is that the Christian should have a right view of
himself; he should form a sober estimate of himself.

You may say. "Well. is this really a necessary link in the argu
ment?" Surely a very brief thought will show how important it is.
How we view ourselves. quite clearly. affects our relationship and
our attitude to others. If. for example. we are prepared to let pride
have a prominent place in our thinking and living. inevitably it
leads to self-esteem. and that leads to the tendency to look down on
others. who. we imagine. do not come up to our standards. It leads
also to the annoyance which so easily comes to the surface when we
feel that we have been slighted in some way. or that we have been
offended and hurt; and it all springs just from pride. In the same
way. one sees it not only at the individual level. but at the national
level. when ambition comes to the forefront-ambition. which. of
course. is just one of the children of pride. Inevitably you get the



exploitation of others, the lack of concern about others' rights, and
the riding rough-shod over other people.

Now if, on the other hand, humility is very much a factor in our
thinking and living, we tend to look at others in a very different
light. We look at them as fellow-s'inners like ourselves. Instead of
being so ready to criticise and to judge, we begin to look at them
with a new air of understanding, knowing our own weakness and
sinfulness. One of the Reformers, seeing a man going to execution,
said, "There, but for the grace of God, go I." So you see, this
question of our estimate of ourselves is of fundamental importance
in considering our relationships with others.

Another point that is important to notice at the outset is that once
again Paul is stressing the importance of right thinking. We have
seen before that Paul insists that holiness of life begins when your
thinking is straightened out. True spiritual experience always begins
in the mind. Men must think aright about God and about Christ
before they can hope to live the Christian life. The same thing
applies here: there must be right thinking about yourself if you are
going to have a right relationship with others.

SPIRITUAL REALISM

Now why is it that we need this sober estimate of ourselves; what
we may call, this morning, "spiritual realism"? I would say, be
cause, naturally, men are complete optimists. Now immediately
someone objects and says, "I know lots of people who are the exact
opposite; they are complete pessimists; they are always looking on
the gloomy side of things." Yes, but when you look even at the
most accomplished pessimist, he may look on the gloomy side of
things as far as the situation is concerned, or as far as the trend
of events in the country is concerned; but begin to probe and find
out what his estimate is about himself, and you find yourself in a
different realm altogether. The most complete pessimist, at that
point, becomes a great deal more optimistic.

Let us look at the matter in two ways: first of all in the case of
the unregenerate man, the man who has not experienced the trans
forming power of the grace of God, and then in the case of the
believer. I think it is true that in both cases there is this very
wrong kind of optimism.

THE UNREGENERATE MAN

You get it, first of all, in the unregenerate man. The more I have
contact with people, the more it is driven home to me what hard
ened optimists men are, as far as their own spiritual condition is
concerned. You see it in their reaction to the gospel. The gospel
is not an easy message. Of course, if you make it easy, men will be
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quite prepared to give it their consideration. If you smooth down
the cross, and take off the sharp edges, and present a gospel which
is in terms of the blessings that are being proffered, well, of course,
men are prepared to accept it, or at least to listen to it. But tell
them the whole counsel of Go<1; bring to them the searching de
mands of the gospel; let them hear the humbling word of God's
law; speak to them as sinners, sinners who are lost and helpless,
and what do they do? Well, on the one hand, they tend to dismiss it
with scorn, or else they tend to get annoyed or impatient; and then
after a time they decide they will go to another church where possibly
the gospel is presented in a slightly more palatable fashion. You
see, the gospel is stern and demanding. Of course it speaks of free
forgiveness; of course it speaks of the mercy and the love of God;
but it first does a humbling work. in order that we might be fit to
hear that word of mercy and of grace. But man, in his optimism, is
very slow to listen to such a word.

You see it as well in the excuses which he produces. You go back
to the narrative in Genesis; look at the man in Eden, when God in
dicts him because of his disobedience and his sin. What is his
immediate reaction? Is it confession? Is it a frank acknowledgment
of his sin? It is not! It is the very opposite. It is the very thing
that so often we see and indeed, in which we all engage. He begins
to excuse himself, "The woman gave me of the tree." Eve takes
the same line, "The serpent beguiled me and I did eat." The blame
was put on someone else, and indeed Adam goes as far as to try to
blame God-"The woman that Thou gavest to be with me, she gave
me and I did eat." Here is the typical refusal to admit your own
guilt, the usual readiness to turn in any direction in order to excuse
ourselves.

You see it also in the way in which a man will admit certain thinRS
about himself. He is prepared to admit that he has certain weak
nesses; he is prepared to admit that there have been failures in his
life; he does not go so far as to think that he is perfect, but do you
notice what he is dQing all the time? He is admitting certain things,
with this big qualification-it is always in terms of the action which
is wrong, rather than he himself. He is prepared to acknowledge
the failures as long as you do not press him to accept the Biblical
statement that he himself in his nature is corrupt. "The heart is
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked." "For I know
that in me dweIleth no good thing"-those are the Biblical state
ments. In the history of Christian doctrine, the phrase "total de
pravity" has been used, which simply means that spiritual corrup
tion has extended to every part of man's nature. So Article ix of
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the "39 Articles" puts it like this: "Man is very far gone (as far as
possible gone) from original righteousness." But talk in those terms,
and man in his optimistic self-appraisal will dismiss you as being
quite absurd. It is an insult, he thinks, to him, to speak like that.
Listen to Charles Wesley in the hymn that we so often sing, "Vile
and full of sin I am, Thou art full of truth and grace." Yes, of
course, that is the acknowledgment of the believer; but it is cer
tainly not the acknowledgment of the man who refuses to accept
God's verdict upon himself. That is why a true conversion is so
often a painful experience in its beginning. That is why there can
be such travail of soul as a man is humbled before God. That is
why a man does not easily come to faith. Faith, so often, is some
thing to which he attains after a struggle. because at the outset he
is resisting the whole way along. It is only when. as it were. the
Spirit of God shuts him up to this one possible course of action;
only when the Spirit of God brings him to an end of himself, that
he is prepared to turn in simple faith to Christ. So. I would say. in
the unregenerate man. you see this very strongly developed streak
of spiritual optimism.

THE REGENERATE MAN

But, you know. this is not something that we leave behind com
pletely when we turn to Christ. Is it not just further evidence of the
fact that we are not yet in glory. that we find symptoms of the old
nature within us? Of course there is a radical transformation
effected by the new birth. We saw recently how the man in Christ
is a new man; "old things have passed away, they have become
new" in Paul's phraseology. But while he is a new man. he is still
involved in this old nature. It is like a healthy plant, growing in
weed infested ground in the garden. where the weeds constantly
grow and seek to choke the plant. That is why we are very conscious
of the fact that, in the Christian life. there is tension. conflict and
struggle. Now one evident sign of the old nature is pride. and so
this sinful optimism about ourselves still persists.

How often. for example. we as Christians. tend to excuse our sin.
We know very well that we have done that which is displeasing to
God; we know very well that we have failed to do that which God
demands. and yet what is our reply? So often Christians are reluct
ant to get down in penitence and confession. So often we are
blaming our situation or blaming our environment. We will blame
anything or anybody except ourselves. What do we do? Well. we
compare ourselves with others, do we not? We look at some other
Christian who is failing in his Christian life and we can fasten on
things in him which certainly do not bring glory to God. We can
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magnify those things; and the more we magnify them, the less prone
we are to see our own sins. All the time, it is this pride which eats
like a canker into the very depths of our being, leading us on to this
refusal to acknowledge our own sinfulness.

In the same way, we excuse our sloth. How lazy we are spirit
ually. We may be very diligent people in other fields, but as far as
Christian living is concerned, constantly we discover what sloth
there is, what indolence. We know very well that we ought to be
spending time over our Bibles, studying God's Word. We know we
ought to be reading the kind of books that will deepen our Christian
life; but of course we have not got time! The constant cry j
comes-"I have no time." Yes, we have time for many other things; .
not only for our daily work, but for many trivial things; but time .
for the most important considerations, we have not! But behind this
kind of plea, so often is simply the refusal to acknowledge that
what is really wrong is not our lack of time, but our lack of personal
discipline, our spiritual laziness.

In the same way, we excuse our slackness as far as reaching others
with the gospel. All around us there are people who do not know
Christ, and according to the Bible, being without God and without
Christ, they are without hope. How are they to hear? God's pur
pose is that it is through the witness of His people that they shall
hear. What do we say? "I believe in living the life; that is suffi
cient. I do not believe in talking about it." This simply means
that we are not prepared to acknowledge before God that we are
being slack in our plain Christian responsibility, which means not
only living the gospel but speaking of the gospel to others.

So, I would say, there is this need for spiritual realism, as I call
it, because of our unbounded optimism as far as we ourselves are
concerned. "Well," you ask, "what do you mean by spiritual
realism?" Paul puts it here in two ways, does he not? First of all
negatively and then positively. First of all, he says, "You are not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think"-that is
negatively; and then positively, "You are to think soberly."

'THE NEGATIVE SIDE

Well, let us look first of all at the negative side. "You," he says,
"as a Christian, are not to think more highly of yourself than you
ought to think."

That means, in the first place, you are not to magnify the un
important things as if they were vital. When the world estimates a
man and his worth, it so often tends to set store by things which
may have a certain importance, but they are secondary rather than
primary. What is it that the world considers? Does it not speak



about man's physical achievements, about his mental ability, about
his prowess in this and that field? It talks about his family back
ground; it talks about the kind of school he has gone to; it talks
about the nation he belongs to (as if it matters a whit whether his
skin is white or black! ) but these are the things which are magnified
as being of supreme importance. These things are completely
secondary, and they are not anything, in any case, for which we can
take any credit. If we are born into a particular nation, it is in the
providential ordering of God that that is so. If we have been
equipped in a certain way, whether physically or mentally, it is by
God's providential ordering that that is so. But let us realise that
these things are secondary. Do not, therefore, magnify what is really
basically unimportant.

In the same way, do not magnify your attainments. Now, of
course, there is the crude way of doing that; and most of us are
repelled by it. There is the person who blows his own trumpet loud
and long with a clear resonant note. Well, of course, we have little
time for that. But, while we may be almost scornful of that kind of
person, it is very easy, and I believe we are all prone to this, to do
the very same thing in a more subtle fashion. You know the way
we can note someone else's failure and we say, "I cannot stand
that sort of thing," which is a clear indication that we consider
ourselves above that kind of behaviour. Similarly we can speak of
some particular kind of work that is being done; and we can note
with favour and approval how well it is being done, when we know
very well that the person to whom we are speaking is aware of the
fact that we are involved in that work too. So we bask in the
reflected glory of what is being accomplished. There are all sorts
of subtle ways in which we can magnify what we are and what we
have done. Paul says, "Do not think more highly of yourself than
you ought to think."

THE POSITIVE SIDE
Positively, he says, "You have got to think soberly, according as

God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith." You have got
to cultivate such a habit of mind that you take a sober estimate of
yourself.

Now it is important to notice that this does not mean that which
people so often confuse with humility, namely false modesty. If
God has endowed you in some particular way, then it is obviously
completely dishonouring to God to try and pretend that He has not
thus endowed you. If God gives a man a first-class brain, it is
utterly stupid to try and pretend that he has not got such. Indeed
sometimes it can be a more subtle temptation. It can mean a way of
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trying to gain extra credit. You know the sort of reaction to people.
There is someone who is very able but he says, "I am just an
ordinary person, you know," and they say, "How humble he is."
He is not being humble at all! At that point he can be falsely
modest, and he is just being deceitful. True humility is not the sort
of false modesty that tries to pretend that you have not got gifts
that quite obviously you have. It means that you acknowledge the
presence of the gifts without claiming credit for yourself. You
acknowledge that God has gifted you in certain ways but you seek
to give all the glory to Him. Indeed, sometimes, this false modesty,
which goes by the name of humility but is not such at all, can really
cover an inner covetousness. The person may really be wanting
the gifts which he sees in someone else, and he feels he ought to
have them and longs to have them; but he does not have those
particular gifts. So he is always apologising for himself. As if it
really matters! Mter all, the gifts that others have are the gifts
that God has entrusted to them; the gifts that I have are the ones
that He has entrusted to me. Of course, the trouble with all of us
is that we tend to assess gifts by the way the world assesses them.
We think of the more extraordinary gifts, the more spectacular
ones; and so you get someone feeling he has no gifts at all, which
of course is utterly false. God has endowed us in different ways,
but He has endowed all of us with certain gifts, and it is dishonour
ing to our Creator to try and pretend that they are not there.

"THE MEASURE OF FAITH"

Well, putting to one side this false modesty, Paul says there are
two factors that should enter into our thinking as we try to come to
a sober estimate of ourselves.

First of all, faith is the important consideration. Paul says, "You
are to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith." We have seen the kind of considerations that the
world applies-a man's brain, his money, education or background,
his family and so on. The criterion of Scripture is this, a man's
faith, this is what really matters; whether a man has bowed in
submission to Christ; whether a man is walking in fellowship with
His God; this is what counts; this is the supreme test to apply to
yourself as you seek to come to a sober estimate.

I believe, in Christian circles today, all too often, there is a
tendency not to apply this test. In church life, when they are setting
up committees, so often the chairman is Lord So-and-so or some
distinguished sportsman or some man who has distinguished himself
in some other field. Now they may be worthy men; they may be
fine Christians; but somehow one has a lurking suspicion that some-

I
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times it is the glitter of the big name or the glitter of the big
achievements, rather than the real worth of the person.

It is just this sort of thing; this failure to see that the acid test of
any man's Christian profession, and of any man's standing in the
church, is not who he is or what he is, but his faith; how real is it?
Paul, you know, constantly emphasises this. He writes to the
Corinthians, "God has chosen the poor things of this world, the
weak things, the things which are not, to bring to nought things that
are." James speaks of those who are "poor, but rich in faith." So
that what should concern the Christian is not what men think of
him. He is not concerned with the plaudits of the world. But what
he is deeply concerned about is how he stands before God. As you
and I assess our Christian life, what we really should be asking
constantly is, not what men think about us; but how does the
maturing of our faith stand up to the testing gaze of God.

THE GRACE OF GOD

That is one factor, and the other one is this-If faith is the
supreme consideration, then grace is that to which every credit and
all glory should be given. You are to think soberly as God has
dealt to every man the measure of faith. All I have, all I am, all
I can ever hope to be or to achieve, is due to the mercy and the
grace of God.

After all, what is faith? By New Testament standards, is it not
the empty hand reached out to receive the gift of God? Can a
pauper claim any credit because he has no resources, and he must
depend upon someone else? Can he boast because of the largeness
of the gift which he receives? The very emptiness of the hand is an
indication that he has nothing and is wholly dependent. Indeed,
when you go to the New Testament and when you go to your own
experience, you find that not only is the hand empty but, in a sense,
the hand is palsied; we cannot even lift it to receive the gift which
God extends to us. The very fact that we stretch out the empty
hand is an indication that God in His mercy has drawn near to us,
and He has given us grace even to receive; our very receiving of
His gift is due to His grace and His mercy.

So that if we have got natural gifts, they are from Him; they
are from our Creator. If we have got spiritual gifts, if in our
Christian lives we are showing signs, as we ought to be, of the
working of the Holy Spirit, again it is not something for which we
should take the credit, but to God alone be the glory.

THE EXAMPLE OF PAUL

The apostle Paul, you know, was not just a man who theorised
about this, he was a man who applied it.
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You look at him; read through this epistle to the Romans.
Here is obviously a man with marked gifts of intellect; here is a
brilliant mind; you cannot but see it as you follow through the
closely knit arguments as he develops his theme; and yet what does
he say (and I do not think there is any false modesty about Paul)?
He says, "By the grace of God I am what I am."

Or read the account of his life in the Acts of the Apostles. Here
is a man who is brave; here is true courage, the courage which sees
the difficulties and the obstacles and the dangers and yet presses on.
Here is a man who amidst opposition and scorn and physical
suffering goes on and on; and how does he describe himself? j
"To me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace
given, that I might preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ."

Here is a powerful preacher; one can see him on a Mars Hill
facing the philosophers; one can see him out at Lystra and Derbe
facing primitive paganism, and wherever he is he preaches with
power, with the power of the Holy Spirit. How does he describe
his preaching as he writes to the Corinthians? "I was with you,"
he says, "in weakness and in fear and in much trembling." This is
not the self-assured man; this is the man who is deeply aware of his
dependence upon God.

He is a holy man; you can see it in his life. He is a man who
walks closely with God; a man who is concerned to go on with the
Saviour, and how does he describe himself? He describes himself
as nothing less than "the chief of sinners."

Here is Paul's question; it is a question that he must have put to
himself as he put it to the Corinthians, "What hast thou that thou
didst not receive?" Yes, it is a question that we need to put to
ourselves this morning. Let us look at those gifts that we have.
From where did they come? Are we responsible for them? We are
not! It is God who made us, and who endowed us in this way. It
is God who redeemed us and brought us to Christ who thus enables
us to go on. Accept the gifts; acknowledge they are there; do not
try to deny them; but give all glory to Him.

"WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS"

Let us see to it then that pride is something that is constantly
resisted. Yes, let us away with pride. Humble yourselves under the
mighty hand of God. Well, how are we to do it? Is that not the
question? How are we to abase pride; how are we to humble
ourselves? Paul has just been saying in the earlier part of this
chapter, "Be taken up with God; be taken up with God's will; let
your supreme concern be to know that will and to do that will."

_"....... .._1IIIiiii



OUR FAITH Tune: C.M.

Our faith can make the distant near
And show what is unseen;

The saints of God have not a fear,
As on His arm they lean.

The God who made the heavens and earth
And all the orbs of light,

Had love to us before our birth
And gave our eyes new sight.

o praise the Lord for all His grace,
Unmerited and free;

For us there is appointed place
Where we His Face shall see.

For we shall sing the glad new song
When earthly days are past,

And share with all the angel-throng
The joys which ever last.

Rodden Rectory, Frame. T. Pittaway.

When a man is taken up with God, he ceases to be taken up with
himself; and pride ultimately is just being taken up with yourself,
putting self at the centre of your thinking. Once you are taken up
with God, self begins to assume its due proportion; self-considera
tion tends to recede into the background.

We come before our Creator, we realise His majesty and His
greatness and His power, and then we look at ourselves. Think of
God Almighty and then think of yourself as a poor creature of the
dust. Think of your Saviour, for this surely is the pathway to
humility. Go back to Calvary, to the Crass of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and there you see the holiness of God dealing with sin; there you
see that amazing mercy and love as Christ stoops to death for us.
Can I stand there and preen myself and boast about my achieve
ments and exult in my gifts? I cannot possibly. To be there at
Calvary, to see Christ dying for me, is surely to be brought to my
knees in humility.

"When I survey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride."

St. Paul's, Cambridge. HERBERT M. CARSON.
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OUR YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE

A SEA OF TROUBLES

I

THE Robinson household was usually comfortable and contented.
Richard Robinson had a good post in a big office with a number of
clerks under him; Elizabeth was an excellent wife and mother; and
there were five young children. The home was easily managed, for
it was at a time when everybody had servants, and the Robinsons
had two-a cook-general and a nursemaid. Mr. and Mrs. Robinson
were both Christians, but they were not very mature in the faith,
and until now had had no testing-times. They always had family
prayers, the children were taught Bible stories, Sunday was remem
bered and kept holy, and on that day everybody who could went
to church.

But troubles began to come. One day the second boy Roger was
sick and poorly. He did not get better, and by the time the doctor
was called he was yellow with jaundice. Then Mary and John took
ill; and before many days passed the baby sickened. Of course
little Sarah could not escape; and presently Elizabeth had the
nursery full with five miserable children, all as poorly as could be
with jaundice! You can imagine how busy Elizabeth was; all the
little voices were calling at once for mother, and she was quite
worn out with running up and down stairs, trying to cope with
far too many duties at once.

Downstairs the two young maids were doing their best; but
everything was disorganised, and the master of the house found it
very trying to be kept waiting for his breakfast, or to come in at
night to find that the fire was out, and nobody had remembered to
see to his evening meal. If Richard had only been wise enough to
"take it to the Lord in prayer," as the hymn says, he would soon
have seen how best to help in the family difficulties. But because
family prayers had had to be given up, Richard felt there could be
no time for his private prayers, and these too were neglected.

Richard was already irritable and out of temper, when a letter
arrived which made him almost forget home troubles. Some time
previously he and several other men had very unwisely put their
names to some document, which they had been told was "just a
matter of form." Now it seemed that through some legal mistake,
heavy costs must be met by those who had signed. The writer of
the letter was full of apologies; but the demand was there, and it



was a great blow to Richard. How could he possibly meet such
an unexpected call on his resources? The doctor's bill would be
heavy, and there were many little extra expenses in connection with
the illness of the children.

On his way to business, Richard called in at a solocitor's office,
but the lawyer having heard his story did not seem at all hopeful.
The young man felt himself to be very ill-used; at home he was'
very little help to poor Elizabeth or the children, and at the office
he was so bad-tempered that everything began to go wrong. The
clerks who were under him revenged themselves for undeserved
rebukes by neglecting their work and giving impudent answers.
Richard was beginning to think that he must report the clerks to
his superiors, when he was himself called to the head office. Here
one of the directors told him that there had recently been com
plaints from various people about Richard's department; he felt he
must warn him regretfully that if there was no improvement, the
firm might find it necessary to replace him.

This was the last straw. Richard went home that night in a
dreadful state of murmuring and rebellion. Like Jacob, he felt that
all these things were against him, that everything around him was
conspiring to destroy his comfort and prosperity. He did not openly
attribute his troubles to God, but he kept telling himself that he
had done nothing to deserve such difficulties. If he had been charged
with rebelling against God, he would have indignantly denied it;
but it really was the case.

The next day was Sunday. After making a half-hearted proposal
to help with the children, Richard decided that it would be better to
get out of the way by going to church. Much to his wife's relief,
he departed. He sat in his usual pew, sang the hymns, knelt to
pray, found the places in his Bible, all without any idea of what he
was doing; his whole mind was concentrated on his troubles. When
the sermon began, he had no idea what the text was; he just settled
down to fresh brooding.

But the preacher was a stranger, and presently Richard's' attention
was caught by what seemed to be a description of his own case.
"A man," said the preacher, "is plunged into trial-a Christian man.
Wave follows wave, and he is confounded; he cries out with Job,
'Show me wherefore Thou contendest with me'; he says with Jonah,
'I do well to be angry.''' "I quite agree," thought Richard, "he is
describing my case exactly."

Then the speaker began to show how the Christian ought to meet
his troubles, how it was his own fault if they got the better of him.
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Richard discovered that the text was "I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me"; and he began to feel a little
ashamed of himself as the sermon went on to describe just how he
had been feeling. The preacher had been showing that it was in the
strength of Christ that Paul could meet and conquer all difficulties;
but some had never sought for help in their troubles; they became
rebellious, accusing God of refusing them the help for which they
had never asked. They were angry, declaring that they had been
cruelly dealt with. "Exactly like me," thought Richard; and now
conscience overwhelmed him with shame. "You have neglected the
means of grace, your own prayer and Bible reading, family worship,
the Lord's Table," went on the preacher; and Richard's heart •
assented to every word. "The least excuse has prevailed with you to J
keep away from God, and the more you kept from Him, the louder
you have cried that He kept from you!" Richard was deeply con-
victed of his sin; he felt completely confounded, hating himself for
what he now saw was rebellion against his Heavenly Father.
Listening eagerly, he was now prepared by the Holy Spirit to receive
comfort from the precious promises of God. The preacher showed
how trials are sent to drive the child to his Father, how there are no
troubles or difficulties that cannot be met in the strength of Christ.

Richard walked home thoughtfully. His troubles were not
changed, but thankfully and hopefully he felt he had the secret of
bearing them. Surprised at the change in his look, Elizabeth asked
if there had been a good sermon. "Yes," said her husband, "it was
a good sermon; and Elizabeth! do you think we should start prayers
again tonight?" Elizabeth was delighted, and family worship was
begun once more.

Richard's cheerful face seemed to transform the household!
Elizabeth felt as if half the burden was gone, the little ones began
to perk up again, the maids ran about with willing feet. At the
office next morning, the clerks soon found out how much easier
Mr. Robinson was to get on with, and things went more smoothly
than they had for weeks. On his way home Richard called in at the
lawyer's office. "Hallo, Robinson," said the solicitor genially; "you
needn't worry any more about that claim. I have looked into the
whole thing, and they haven't the least right to demand anything
whatever from you."

Richard walked off with his heart full of thanksgiving, humbled
too at the remembrance of his rebellion and murmuring. What
tender forbearance the Lord had shown! DAMARIS.

-.-
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SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 98

The whole: How Jacob described his life to Pharaoh.
1. Paul told Timothy to bring some of his things. especially these.
2. Jacob's new name.
3. The Lord said they were few, the harvest being plenteous.
4. "Very much" of this was brought to Solomon by the Queen

of Sheba.
5. The foundation of the wise man's house.
6. Father of a prophet hated by Ahab.
7. The Grecians complained of neglect of their widows in the

daily this.
8. "A keeper of sheep."
9. Tabitha was full of these.

10. He asked his wife if he was not better to her than ten sons.

SOLUTION OF No. 97

The whole: Drunkard (l Cor. 5: 11).

1. Dinah (Genesis 30: 21).
2. Rubies (Prov. 31: 10).
3. Usurp (1 Tim. 2: 12).
4. Noadiah (Nehem. 6: 14).
5. Kezia (Job 42: 14, 15).
6. Abigail (l Sam. 25: 33).
7. Rabboni (John 20: 16).
8. Drusilla (Acts 24: 24).

SAFETY

o Lord, my God, to Thee I flee to hide
From all the rush and strife that is around;
I know the angry storms will all subside
When in Thy hiding-place my soul is found.
Within Thy temple courts there is no sound
Of this world's tumult and its fevered fret;
The consolations of Thy love abound
For those who once their soul's dear Friend have met
And who beneath His wings earth's troubles may forget.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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WELLSPRINGS

1

I

FAITH IN GOD'S WORDS

"That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein
thou hast been instructed."-Luke 1: 4. "Have not I written
to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge, that I might
make thee know the certainty of the words of truth,' that thou
mightest answer the words of truth to them that send unto
thee?"-Proverbs 22: 20, 21.

"THE certainty of those things" means a lot to the child of God.
It is "strong consolation," giving that hope spoken of in Hebrews
6: 13 as "an anchor of the soul both sure and stedfast." What
things? "Those things which are most surely believed among us"
(Luke 1: 1).

Is every true Christian 'fully persuaded that what He (God) had
promised, He was able to perform?" Abraham was (Romans 4: 21).
But many a child of God is somewhat doubtful of many things,
and lacks the assurance of faith in God's word.

God gives us every assurance in His Word. "The word of the
Lord endureth for ever" (l Peter 1: 25). The Lord Jesus Christ
speaking to His disciples on the Mount of Olives said, "Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but My words shalI not pass away" (Matthew
24: 35). "Thy Word is true from the beginning" (Psalm 119: 160).

HOW CAN I BE SURE?

"Yes," some may say, "I do believe that the Word of God is
true, but how can I be sure that I am a child of God, that I am
saved and that His promises are for me?"

'Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought.

Do I love the Lord or no,
Am I His or am I not? ((John Newton).

In earthly life we know whether we love a person or not. We
show our love by our attitude to them. Friends delight in one
another's company. Parents and children do alI in their power to
help and please each other. Do I love the Lord or no?

WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?
The answer to this question can be plainly given according to the

response to a second question, "WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST?" If
we say, "He is my Saviour, my Redeemer, my Lord and Master,

,
t

f



The Gospel Magazine 163

He died for me," there is no doubt that you are His. "We love
Him because He first loved us" (l John 4: 19). We are told in
1 Corinthians 12: 3, "No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but
by the Holy Ghost." Thus we give evidence of the work of the
Holy Spirit in our hearts, and we have the assurance "that He
which hath begun a good work in you, will perform it until the day
of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1: 6).

We have been called with an effectual calling. We have heard His
voice. "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow
Me: and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand" (John 10: 27, 28).
How can we fail to be assured by His "words of truth"? "Never
theless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are His" (2 Timothy 2: 19).

LOVE OF THE BRETHREN

There is also further evidence and much assurance given when we
are happy in the company of other Christians. Do we love the
fellowship of the saints? Do we delight to hear and join in the
conversation of those, who talk of the things of the Lord, and who
speak "the language of Canaan?" Then by this "We know we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren"
(l John 3: 14). This verse brought great and lasting assurance to
my own soul many years ago, when I was troubled as to whether I
was the Lord's or not.

"Give diligence to make your calling and election sure" (2 Peter
1: 10). We are to make sure we have been called and are among
those who are elected by God's sovereign will to salvation. We
must prove it for ourselves and make it certain without doubt, so
that we may know and have the blessed assurance of our everlasting
security in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. "Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good" (l Thessalonians 5: 21). "Let us hold
fast the profession (i.e. confession) of our faith without wavering,
for He is fatihful that promised" (Hebrews 10: 23).

DEPENDING ON FEELINGS?

Many of God's dear children seem to be constantly in a state of
fear lest they should be lost. They do not "rejoice in the truth,"
nor are they "rejoicing in the Lord." They know and love the Lord,
but yet are not happy. They "believe in the forgiveness of sins,"
but, knowing the evil of their own hearts, they feel they are not
saved. They are depending on their feelings, and, because they
cannot feel happy, they assume they are not truly Christian.

I remember a dear elderly lady who was in this state of mind
nearly all her life, though she gave real evidence of her love for the

".



Lord. Often in the quietness of the night, she used to wake in fear
and trembling, thinking that the Lord had come and had taken His
own, together with those that sleep in Jesus, "caught up. to meet
the Lord in the air," while she herself was left behind. Then she
would get up out of bed and creep quietly along to her companion
friend's bedroom to find out if she was still there. She was sure of
her friend's salvation, but not of her own. But a short time before
she was called Home to be "with Christ," God graciously gave her
the joy of "full assurance of faith," so that she knew "the certainty
of the words of truth, and "fell asleep" resting on the finished work
of Christ, and His precious promises.

Let us pray for such unhappy, doubting ones who do not know
"the joy of the Lord," "that their hearts might be comforted, being
knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of
understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and
of the Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge" (Colossians 2: 2, 3).

FEAR OF PRESUMPTION?

But some say, "How do I know that I am not deceiving myself
and others in presuming to be a child of God when I may only
be a professing Christian?"

Others cannot see their hearts, but God can and does, and He
knows whether they are hypocrites or not. By faith we give evidence
that we are "born again," and the fruit of the Spirit shews to others
our "growth in grace."

This fear of presumption may be but an excuse for not confessing
the Name of Christ. Have we never acknowledged -that the Lord
Jesus Christ is our Saviour and Lord? Is it due to fear of what
worldly companions would say and to scorn us? Here may lie the
cause of the uncertainty in the mind. The Word of God tells us,
"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus (or Jesus
as Lord), and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man be
lieveth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation" (Romans 10: 9, 10).

"From whence this fear and unbelief?
Hath not the Father put to grief

His spotless Son for me?
And will the righteous Judge of men
Condemn me for that debt of sin,

Which, Lord, was charged on Thee?"
(Augustus M. Toplady, 1775).
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In place of fear and unbelief how much better to be enabled by
the Holy Spirit to say, "I know whom I have believed" (2 Timothy
1: 13). Thus knowing the Lord, confessing His Name, and loving
Him, we shall no longer have "anxious thought," but only "rejoice
with joy unspeakable." "Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith" (Hebrews 10: 22). 'For He is faithful that pro
mised" (Hebrews 10: 23).

We have the assurance of God's word that "He is able to save
them to the uttermost (i.e. the end of time) that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Hebrews
7: 22).

"Turn then, my soul, unto thy rest;
The merits of thy great High Priest

Have bought thy liberty:
Trust in His efficacious blood,
Nor fear thy banishment from God,

Since Jesus died for thee."
(Augustus M. Toplady, 1775).

Southboume, March 1962. A.D.R.

MUSHROOM CONVERTS
"That makes me so cautious now, which I was not thirty years

ago, of dubbing people converts. I love now to wait a little, and see
if people bring forth fruit; for there are so many blossoms which
March winds you know blow away, that I cannot believe they are
converts till I see fruit brought forth. It will do converts no harm
to keep them back a little; it will never do a sincere soul any harm."
-GEORGE WHITEFIELD.

THE HUMAN AND THE DIVINE
A tiny babe was born at Bethlehem,
Yet angels filled the air with heavenly song;
Christ sought at Sychar's well His thirst to stem,
Yet to His Word the streams of life belong;
He slept the Galilean waves among,
Yet angry waves were still when He arose;
He wept with sisters in a mourning throng,
Yet at His Word the bands of death uncIose
And sin and hell and Satan are His conquered foes.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

PURITAN PASTOR AND COMMENTATOR

JOFUN TRAPp (1601.1669)

WE endeavour, where details are available, to give an account of the
call by grace, of those worthies about whom we write, and also of
their recorded spiritual exercises. When we come to JOFUN TRAPp,
there is an extreme paucity of material. Yet we have sufficient of
his works, from which it can be said that "he being dead, yet
speaketh."

There is an entire silence on the part of Neal, Calamy, Palmer,
Brook, and Marsden, in their histories of the Puritans; while the
same rule that excluded Trapp from Thomas Fuller's "Worthies,"
viz., that he was still living when the book was issued, excludes him
also from Samuel Clark's "Lives." Silence on the part of the first
four mentioned would probably be due to the fact that Trapp was
not ejected in 1662. Mr. A. B. Grosart wrote a memoir of Trapp,
which appears in Volume III of the five-volume edition of Trapp's
Commentary, published by R. D. Dickinson in 1868. An appeal
was made in Volume I of that edition to any who had any details
of Trapp, to communicate with Mr. Grosart, who had to lament
that the response was absolutely nil. But we are indebted to the
labours and research of Mr. Grosart for most of our information!

"This dearth of information about so good a man appears at first
sight extraordinary and unaccountable," wrote Dr. J. C. Ryle re·
garding another Puritan, William Gurnall, and we think that the
same reason accounts for the dearth of information regarding the
subject of this memoir. Continues J. C. Ryle: "How shall we
account for the absence of any notice of him in the biographical
writings of his day? I believe that these questions admit of a very
simple answer! That answer is to be found in the line of conduct
which Gurnall followed in 1662, on the passing of the unhappy Act
of Uniformity. He did not secede from the Church of England.
He was not one of the famous two thousand ministers who gave up
their preferment on Bartholomcw's Day, and became Nonconform
ists. He retained his position, and continued rector of Lavenham.
Puritan as he undoubtedly W.1S, both in doctrine and practice, he
did not do what many of his brethren did. . . . He did not act with
the party with which he had generally acted, and was left behind.

•
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In fact, he was just the man to be disliked and slighted by
both sides. . . . I leave it to others to offer a better explanation of
this fact if they can."

I.-BORN IN A WORCESTERSHIRE HAMLET
Like the "heavenly" Sibbes, and innumerable others of the

venerable names of England and Scotland, John Trapp had for
birthplace a humble, sequestered hamlet. He was the son of
Nicholas Trapp, of Kempsey, in Worcestershire. In his "Decades
of Commonplaces," John Trapp mentions reverently "Mr. Simon
Trappe, late minister of God's Word at Stratford-upon-Avon," as
his "dear and near kinsman, both in the flesh and in the faith."
This Simon was in all likelihood a brother of Nicholas. Circum
stances must have led Nicholas Trapp to leave Kempsey for a
neighbouring hamlet, Croome D'Abitot, where on the 5th June,
1601, our worthy John Trapp was born. Our worthy, in the same
place wherein he recalls the memory of his uncle, Simon Trappe,
tells us of a deeper thing than birth or birthplace or kinsmanship.
"Neither," says he, "may I here forget that late reverend man of
God, Mr. John Ballam, pastour of the church of EVESHAM, my
spiritual father and bountiful benefactor; nor yet Mr. Simon
Trappe. .. ." One wistfully wishes a sight of the "sermon" from
whose quiver the arrow went forth that wounded to heal. We may
very safely assume that it was between Master Simon Trappe and
Master John Ballam that Master John Trapp obtained his early
school training, while to the pastor of Evesham-worthy predecessor
of the ejected George Hopkins there-there was the tenderer and
holier debt of "spiritual" fatherhood, which was no idle phrase or
conventional thing from such a pen. We have another grateful
allusion to Ballam in Trapp's Commentary on Proverbs 4: 3, "For
I was my father's son." On this he says: "Plato praised God that
he was pupil to Socrates, Bucholcerus that he was bred under
Melanchthon, Mr. Whateley under Mr. Dod's ministry, and I under
Mr. Ballam's at Evesham."

Thus "trained" under Mr. Ballam, young John Trapp proceeded
from his village home to the county town, Worcester, passing hither
as "a king's scholar" to the renowned "Free School" in Worcester.
In 1618 Trapp made his entry into Christ Church College, Oxford.
He left the University upon proceeding MA.

n.-HEAD MASTER AT STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
In 1622, Mr. Alexander Aspinall, Head Master of the Free School

in STRATFORD-UPON-AvON, being aged, and desirous of an associate
to take the active superintendence of the establishment, John Trapp
offered himself for the situation. This was a notable event in our
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worthy's life, inasmuch as coming to Stratford-upon-Avon in 1622,
that is, in his twenty-first year, he continued there until old age.
Upon the death of Aspinall, which took place in February 1624,
he was, by the vote of the Body-Corporate, elected on the 2nd
April, Head Master. Also in the same year he was united in
marriage to Anne Gibbard. For sixteen years, reckoning from 1622
to 1638, Trapp was occupied with his school duties and the occa
sional service of a chapel at Luddington, near Stratford.

IlL-APPEARANCE AS AN AUTHOR

In 1638 he first appeared as an author in his "God's Love
Tokens." It is dedicated very tenderly and simply to "The Right
Honourable and most virtuous Lady, the Lady Anne, Countess of
Middlesex." He tells the Countess that his treatise was conceived
at first for his own solace, but had since been preached, and was
now published for her's, by reason of "the transplanting" of her
"darling daughter-that hopeful young plant, the Lady Susanna
Cranfield-into His heavenly paradise." It is an uncommonly soft,
sweet, soothing, gospel-full little book, and must have come as the
very nail-pierced Hand to wipe away the tears of the mourners in
BiIIseley. He himself, speaking out of his own heart, also spoke to
his own heart. He needed consolation, as he had lost three children
in infancy, so that the shadow lay on the humble hearth of the
schoolmaster as well as on that of the Hall.

In 1639, the Earl of Middlesex, husband of Lady Anne, presented
Trapp to the vicarage of WESTON-ON-AvON, as gratefully acknow
ledged in the Epistle Dedicatory to the "True Treasure:' e.g.: "My
first adventure into the world I presumed to present, some three
years since, to your most noble and virtuous consort, for a con
solatory. This next being my first-fruits at your lordship's Weston,
I knew not to whom more fitly to address than to your honourable
self; who may lay as good a claim to the man as to the manor.
The one yields you an annual increase, a goodly income; and the
other hates to be held either barren or not busy in the Lord's
vineyard, whither you have so freely and frankly sent him and set
him a-work." This living, though of small revenue to him, was yet
rendered valuable by the parish containing the ancient manor house
of MiIcote, the seat and frequent residence of his patron; and also
by its convenient contiguity to Stratford, as it was only about two
miles further south of Luddington. It was thus easy to combine the
labours of the unambitious plurality of the school and church.

From 1639 to 1662 Trapp designates himself in all his title pages
either "Pastour," or "Pastor and Preacher of the Word of God at
Weston-upon-Avon in Gloucestershire"; and Weston was his proper

1,
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charge during those years. Two of Trapp's Dedicatory Epistles in
cluded in his Commentary are dated as from WELFORD. There are
no records of his having been instituted as Rector at Welford, but
it appears to be certain that he was pastor there. He received the
presentation doubtless from the Parliament, to the ousting of a
Royalist, scandalous or merely politically faulty, and until the
Restoration had the pastoral oversight of both Weston and Welford,
both adjoining parishes. That he loved his Welford flock very
tenderly is revealed by a golden sentence in one of his already
mentioned Dedicatory Epistles: "Whatever else is wanting in them
(his notes or commentaries), a will, I am sure, is not wanting of
laying forth my small talent to the honour of my Master and the
good of my fellowservants, those of mine own particular charge
especially, to whom most of these things have been delivered, and
of whom I can truly say, as Mr. Stock did of his people in Bread
Street, London, that he had rather win one of th~m than twenty
others."

Regarded broadly, all who knew anything of the period will know
that Church and State alike, were, from nearly the time of Trapp's
institution at Weston, in confusion. Before that, the misguided king
had broken with his Parliament and the nation, broken from his
own conscience. Trapp chose the side of the "nation," and sorrow
fully and reluctantly, but decisively, aided the marshalling of Round
head against Cavalier-for the Right. Persistent unfaithfulness and
mendacity had so lowered the man that the king unclothed himself
of all credence, much more of reverence; and Prelacy had so lorded
it, and so aped the very fantastics of Popery, that it went by default.
We have glimpses of Trapp at this memorable period in his Epistle
Dedicatory to Colonel Bridges, governor of Warwick Castle:

"This book of mine," he says, in presenting his COMMENTARY
ON THE NEW TESTAMENT, "doth at once crave and claim your
patronage; for I cannot bethink me of anyone that-all things
considered-hath better right to it and me than yourself. I
must never forget how that, being carried prisoner by the
enemies, you soon set me off by exchange; and after that, being
by them driven from house and home, you received me to
harbour; yea, being driven out of one pulpit-where they
thought to have surprised me-you presently put me into
another, where I had a comfortable employment and a com
petent encouragement. . . . For that two years space, well
nigh, that I lived in your garrison, I think I may truly say with
Seneca, that I laboured night and day (amidst many fears and
tears for the labouring Church and bleeding State), that I might
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be some way serviceable to the public and to you. And albeit
I was even sick at heart sometimes of the affliction of Joseph
(Amos 6: 6), and even ready through faintness to let fall my
pen, as it befell Jerome, when writing upon Ezekiel, he heard
of the sacking of the city of Rome by the Goths; yet as God
(who comforteth those that are cast down, 2 Cor. 7: 6) ... I
took heart afresh to get closer to the work, which now, by
God's grace, is brought to some period."

In the light of the events, it is no wonder that the pious Samuel
Clark, in his "Epistle to the Reader"-following the author's own
should thus write: "He (Trapp) is a man ... who hath wholely
devoted and given himself up to the service of God's Church, and
doth naturally care for the good thereof; witness his constant
preaching, even whilst the burthen and care of a public school lay
upon him; and now in these calamitous times, wherein he hath
suffered deeply, being driven from his charge, and forced to shroud
himself in a garrison of the Parliament's; yet, notwithstanding his
daily labours amongst the soldiers, and in the midst of the noises
of the guns and drums, he hath betaken himself to writing of
Commentaries upon the sacred scriptures."

IV.-HIS THEOLOGY

Trapp's theology is strongly Calvinistic. Commenting on John
6: 44, "No man can come to me except the Father draw him," he
says:

"Down then goes the Dagon of freewilI, with all that vitreum
acumen of all the patrons thereof; whether Pagans or Papagans
(Papa, the Pope), Palagians or Semi-Palagians.... The friends
of freewilI are the enemies to free grace."

In commenting on predestination, on Romans 8: 30:
"If ye feel not faith . . . then know that predestination is

too high a matter for you to be disputers of, until you have been
better scholars in the schoolhouse of repentance and justifica
tion, which is the grammar school wherein we must be con·
versant and learned, before we go to the university of God's
most holy predestination and providence."

On Eph. 1: 5:
"The word predestination in scripture is never applied to

reprobates, but to elect persons only. Howbeit, divines under
predestination do usually consider the decree both of election
and reprobation. The doctrine hereof men should not adventure
to teach till they have well learned and digested it." ...

The "man of sin," 2 Thess. 2, and the two beasts of Revelation,
chapters 13-19, represent the papacy. The first beast of Revelation
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13 represents the papacy in its political aspects, and the second
beast the papacy in its religious aspects.

V.-HIS LAST YEARS, AND DEATH

"Good Master Trapp," to quote from "The Sword and Trowel,"
1868, "omitted to leave, according to the established custom, any
sum of money for a funeral sermon, but his works will enable him,
though dead, to speak for himself more eloquently than any other
man could do for him. Most genial of spirits, racy in wit, far and
deep-seeing in intellect, small of stature, and judging from his
portrait not abundantly handsome in person, he was one of God's
noblest and most diligent servants. We fancy the little man a
fugitive in the Parliament camp, quietly penning this most
admirable exposition of the Scriptures. We know of some com
mentaries which have of the flavour of the nursery about them, and
are redolent of the cradle, and specially rich in milk for babes';
this, however, has the manly spirit of those who are stirred to conflict
by noble motives, and are prepared to do and die gloriously in
the clear light of heaven, on the side of the right and of the true.
Here our readers will find manly thoughts, nervously expressed;
joined with a quiet conversational quaintness as of men round a
watch fire, who tell what they have seen in campaign, and mused
over in the long silent night-watches...."

The Restoration came in 1660, and the Royalist rector of Welford
was reinstituted thereupon. Our Rare Master John Trapp, un
doubtedly a convinced Presbyterian, quietly withdrew to his school
at Stratford, along with which he continued to hold his slender
benefice of Weston, which up to 1787, was invariably combined
with the mastership of the school. That he was not ejected with the
two thousand, but left undisturbed and unharassed with demands
of "Assent and Consent," is, so writes Mr. A. B. Grosart, "ex
plained by the relation of Weston to the school, and no more
eloquent fact could be adduced of the immoveable place he had
won in the respect and confidence of the community." It is said
that "He never had, or even wished for, any preferment besides his
vicarage (of Weston), which lay at the convenient distance of two
miles from his school. His character for strictness of life, and as a
preacher was such, that he was, on the foot of his merit, offered
very considerable benefices, which he refused to accept, as his
condition was equal to his wishes."

And so God kept his servant in all his goings out and comings in,
until it pleased Him to call our worthy "to death, and to the house
appointed for all living" (Job 30: 23). He died on 17th October,
1669, and was buried in his own church of Weston-upon-Avon,



within the communion rail, and near the grave of his wife. His son
John, then vicar of Stratford-upon-Avon, placed a plain stone over
his parents, which was said a century ago, to be time-worn and
half illegible. F.C.

P.S.-For the information of readers we would mention that
Trapp's Commentary on the New Testament has been reprinted in
recent times by the Sovereign Grace Publishers, U.S.A., and is
obtainable in this country from Mr. T. E. Watson, Ribbledene,
Greenside, Ribchester, Lancs.
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Poetry

SALVATION

I know, 0 Lord, I was not born for time,
Nor for the passing things which quickly fade;
My soul is bound for that eternal clime
For which the children of Thine hand were made.
Since in the robe of Christ I am arrayed,
In righteousness bestowed by sovereign grace,
The burden of my sin was on Him laid
And His great love appointed me a place
Where in celestial mansions I shall see His face.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.

EXODUS

The just shall come out of trouble.-Proverbs 12: 13.

The peace of God shall every care disarm,
Those tired eyes shall have the Spirit's sight,
That weary hand shall wave the victor's palm,
The faint in heart shall be endowed with might,
For all in whom the Lord finds His delight
And who have heard His voice-"Be of good cheer,"
Will reach the land where is no sin or night:
They tread the pilgrim way without a fear,
Knowing the Comforter proclaims their Saviour near.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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THE RESTORAnON OF GOD'S DAY
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By THE LATE REV. DR. D. H. C. BARTLETT*

SCRIPTURE makes it abundantly clear that the highest good obtain
able in human life is the knowledge of God, the God from whom
man came and whose character of supreme goodness man is in
tended to manifast towards his brother man and towards the lower
creation placed under him. This capacity for the knowledge of God
was from the beginning intended to be maintained, exercised and
developed by a gracious provision of the Creator that six days of
work amidst the things of this life should be followed by a seventh
day of rest therefrom, a day sanctified to blessed communion with
God.

Later man's capacity for communion with God was warped by
the entertainment of doubts (suggested by an outsider) concerning
the goodness of God in issuing orders for man's conduct. And
God, who knew the damage done thereby to man's nature and its
estrangement from the character of God, laid down for those who
entered into covenant with Him and became the recipients of His
special provisions and revelations, as a necessity for their remaining
in fellowship with Him, the keeping of the day following six con
secutive days of work as a day disjoined from the things of earthly
life and sanctified unto Him.

Consequently Cain and Abel brought their offerings "in process
of time," literally at the end of days. As only one division of days
has been referred to, that of six of work followed by a seventh of
sanctified rest, the only conclusion possible is that Cain and Abel
kept the seventh day as a day of worship. Later, we find reckoning
by weeks familiar, and God is represented as speaking to Noah,
"Yet seven days and I will," "It came to pass after seven days."
Accordingly, that division of time spread through the inhabited
world, and was known to the Egyptians, Indians, Persians and
Arabians. Now days and nights, lunar months and solar years, are
natural divisions of time, but the division into periods of seven days
is not so, and can only be accounted for by regarding the Genesis
story as a trustworthy statement of fact and a true revelation of the
will of God.

Paley and Hessey saw clearly that they could not get rid of the
Sabbath after the Mosaic dispensation had passed away unless they

• This is the substance of a paper by the late Rev. Dr. Bartlett. written in
1942. We have omitted some references to the circumstances of that year.
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got rid of the pre-Mosaic Sabbath. This they utterly failed to do.
Ten years after the latter's Bampton lectures concerning Sunday,
the discovery of the cuneiform tablets carried back the observance
of the Sabbath in Mesopotamia to a period long anterior to the
days of Moses. The predecesors of Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees
observed a seventh day "sabbattu" as "a day of rest for the heart."
And as long as the present creation stands, the Sabbath will be a
God-given privilege and obligation co-extensive with the human
race.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

God, when forming His chosen people into a Nation and giving in
tangible form the Ten Commandments as the minimum require
ment for the maintenance of communion with Him, opened the
Fourth with the word "Remember," thus signifying it was already
known but needed careful remembrance. And, as an encouragement
to the joyful realisation of its necessity to the maintenance of the
spiritual life of the nation, He graciously represented it as the
following of His own example at the Creation. The position of the
Fourth Commandment is remarkable. It lies betwen man's duty
towards God and his duty towards his neighbour. It cannot be
broken without insult to God and injury to man.

From this time onward the Old Testament rings with insistence
upon the necessity of the keeping of the Fourth Commandment,
and attributes the decline of religion in the hearts of God's people
and in the national life, and God's consequent rejection of them, to
the breaking of this law. And it is clear that the intention of God
is that the Rest-day shall be wholly sanctified to Him. "From even
unto even shall ye celebrate your Sabbath" (Lev. 23: 32).

ISAIAH

When eight-hundred years later the religious life of the nation
had become a hollow ceremonial, correct in form perhaps, but
devoid of brotherly love and so repugnant to the great heart of
God, the one practical way of recovery for the spirit of man and his
earthly well-being was revealed through the prophet Isaiah:

"If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the
holy of the Lord honourable: and shalt honour Him, not doing
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words:

Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee
with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it" (Is. 58: 13-14).

I
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NEHEMIAH

And when three-hundred years later national life was restarted
on the old foundation of God's revealed will, the leader of that day
records his own conviction that there could be no renewal of the
national life or of prosperity apart from the re-establishment of
communion with God in the quiet and rest of His Own Day.

"In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on
the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and lading asses; as also
wine, grapes, and figs and, all manner of burdens, which they
brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day; and I testified
against them in the day wherein they sold victuals.

Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto
them, what evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath
day?

Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this
evil upon us, and upon this city? Yet ye bring more wrath
upon Israel by profaning the Sabbath.

From that time forth came they no more on the Sabbath"
(Nehemiah 13: 15).

During the four-hundred years which elapsed between the close
of the old Dispensation and the dawn of the Christian era, the Jews,
convicted in the school of adversity that it did not pay to break the
law, passed from Sabbath breakers to the opposite extreme, and
became Sabbath distorters. Weighted with their innumerable petty
maxims, the day became a burden in which few could "delight
themselves in the Lord" or even obtain spiritual refreshment.

THE LORD JESUS

This distortion of the IVth Commandment which our Lord found
in despotic sway he denounced and challenged. He vindicated his
disciples when they were attacked for preparing in a simple manner
the food they needed, He vindicated himself when blamed for work
ing to undo evil by bringing new life and joy to the halt, maimed,
and sick. He insisted that the intention of the Sabbath was the
benefit not the bondage of man. He dared to declare that even his
Father, the great God of all, actually worked-the necessary work
of sustaining the universe. Thus he maintained the lawfulness of
what we now call acts of piety, charity, and necessity. Fifteen times,
on nine different occasions, he dealt with the subject of the Sabbath;
rescuing it from the perversions of bigots, explaining its true sense,
and revealing its spirit. He shook it free from human accretions
and restored it to its original place in the Divine economy.

But to represent this attitude of our Lord as somewhat dis-

J
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annulling one of the laws of the Decalogue or as weakening in the
smallest degree the requirements of the O.T, Revelation is to mis
represent Him. Where is the legislator who intending to abrogate
or alter a law would take such pains to make known its meaning
and its spirit and at the same time utter no word of disapprobation
or abolition? Did He not know that it was universally recognised
as Divine, and that in fact it ran right through His own Bible?
Did He not clearly fall in with that recognition and did He not
regard His Bible as the revelation of the Divine mind?

But more, His own emphatic declaration when about to deal with
the Decalogue from the stand-point of the members of his Kingdom,
that is from the Christian point of view, is contestably decisive.
What did He say?-"Think not that I am come to destroy the Law
and the Prophets, I am not come to destroy but to fulfil," to fill to
the full, to complete, to perfect their sway over the whole man.
At once He proceeds to illustrate His meaning by declaring that
unrighteous anger is a breach of the Sixth and a lustful look is a
breach of the Seventh. No longer shall there be any excuse for
carnalizing the Law by limiting its sway to the actions. He fills it
to the full, perfects it, by asserting its sway over heart and conscience
until it, the transcript of the Divine character, helps to transform
man again into the Divine image.

The application of such teaching to the IVth Commandment
requires that man shall rest not simply his overstrained physique,
but his worried anxious brain; that he shall withdraw his thoughts
from the turmoil of the world and the excitements of pleasurable
society; that he shall stand in the courts of the Lord with the stock
exchange, £ s. d. and the things of time forgotten!

Just once (St. Luke 4) we catch a glimpse of how Jesus kept the
Rest-day. In the morning "as his custom was" he is in his village
church. Oh, mark the words, "as his custom was." Perhaps that
synagogue was dull and lifeless, at any rate there was nothing new
there for him to hear or learn-but He was there "as his custom
was." So few of his habits are recorded, why is this one? Oh, to be
like Him. In the afternoon He is in the home ministering to a
relative of one of his followers. In the evening He is by the seaside
healing the sick and preaching the Gospel.

THE EARLY CHRISTIANS

Following on our Lord's example the early Christians kept the
Rest-day as a day of Worship. The day of the week was altered true
(the original commandment had mentioned no particular day of the
week, only that six days' labour should be followed by a seventh
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of rest) altered by the Lord Himself who consecrated the first day
of the week by his Resurrection, by honouring the next first day by
appearing for the second time in the Upper Room, and subsequently
by the outpour of the Holy Ghost. Consequently the Christians at
Troas assembled on that day for worship (Acts 20: 7); it was a
marked and recognised day in the Corinthian Church (1 Cor. 16: 22);
and St. John refers to it (Rev. 1: 20) as the "Lord's Day" evidently
expecting his readers to need no word of explanation. As soon as
Christianity mounted the imperial throne this day was universally
acknowledged as the sacred day of rest and worship by imperial
decrees and legal enactments. And there can be no doubt that the
Divine Will, revealed throughout the a.T. and endorsed by Christ
Jesus is obeyed by the dedication of the whole of the first day of
the week to God.

In face of the foregoing facts is it possible for anyone to wish to
be called Christian, that is to desire to hold a privileged position, a
ransomed position, in respect to God, and yet to refuse compliance
with a command which in all ages God has imposed upon believers
in Him for their physical and spiritual good? And is it possible to
pretend that attendance at an early service, and then doing what
one-likes with the rest of the day is any compliance whatever either
with the letter or with the spirit of the command? Such a pretence
is a deceit which largely undermines the Divine intention and saps
the spiritual life. The maintenance of a Bible Christianity, of the
virile, manly type, is dependent on the maintenance of the British
Sunday which is now assailed on all sides. If it succumb then we
shall have little time for quiet converse with God or the study of
His Word. We shall lose our souls! A fall to the level of a
mechanical religion (something done for us by others) will be inevit
able, and the noblest trait in British character will be a thing of
the past.

THE REFORMERS

As soon as the pioneers of the Reformation gave to the inhabitants
of this land an open Bible in their mother tongue, they were quick
to perceive the requirement of God for the good of His children,
and the groundwork of what was later universally known as the
British Sunday was firmly laid, and from it grew that national
calmness and nervous strength which can only be obtained by
adherence to the Creator's plan of a seventh-day rest for body,
mind and nerve. To-day these qualities are essential to victory in
the exhausting struggle in which we are engaged. Consequently,
any action calculated to destroy the rest and quiet of the British
Sunday is not only short-sighted but unpatriotic.

I
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The attitude of our Church is made abundantly clear in her
Constitutions and Canons Ecclesiastical, No. 13 which reads:

"All manner of persons within the Church of England shall
from henceforth celebrate and keep the Lord's-day commonly
called Sunday, and other holy days, according to God's holy
will and pleasure, and the orders of the Church of England
prescribed in that behalf; that is, in hearing the Word of God
read and taught; in private and public prayers; in acknowledg
ing their offences to God, and amendment of the same; in
reconciling themselves charitably to their neighbours, where
displeasure hath been; in oftentimes receiving the communion
of the body and blood of Christ; in visiting of the poor and
sick; using all godly and sober conversation."

TIlE EVANGELISTICAL REVIVAL

Towards the end of the 18th century there was a great upheaval
on the Continent, against religion as represented by the then pro
fessedly Christian Church. The influence of this movement was felt
in Britain, where an attempt was made to undermine customs which
were entwined into the very life of the British people. The chief
object of attack was the religious observance of the Lord's Day,
but as the attempt, made in France, to do away with one day in
seven (simply because of its Divine origin) and substitute one day in
ten, having proved a failure and having been dropped, no attempt
was made for a Divine arithmetic. Here, however, a decided
attempt was made to alter the character of the Day. The Divine
gift which had been found so beneficial should be retained, the
Divine Giver repudiated. The Day should cease to be the Lord's
Day and should become the people's day, the holy day be changed
into a holiday.

By the grace of God, just as this danger threatened, the Evangel
ical Revival swept over the land and made its influence felt in every
grade of society. Dr. Porteus, Bishop of London, secured in 1781
the passing of an Act of Parliament prohibiting the opening of
places of entertainment on Sundays if persons were admitted by
payment of money or by ticket sold for money. Through his
efforts and those of others, and mainly through a spiritual revival
in the land, the British Sunday was preserved. Travelling was rele
gated to weekdays, business matters and secular literature were set
aside, music outside places of worship was confined to family groups
of hymn-singers gathered at twilight in their own homes, visits were
rarely paid, all work that could be accomplished beforehand was
done on the Saturday, servants had their duties lightened, horses



never left the stables, restaurants closed, hotels did not cater for the
casual diner and the whole staff benefited.

NINETEENTH CENTURY
Queen Victoria firmly set her face against Sunday entertaining,

and restrained the tendency of the upper classes to carry into Sunday
the pleasures of the week. In these days there was no early closing,
no weekly half.holiday, no Bank holidays, and twelve hours a day
was the ordinary working time. Under such conditions there might
have been found an excuse for turning some of the hours of the
Lord's Day into amusement rather than sanctified rest. Under the
conditions of to-day no such plea can be made.

In 1853, in a petition to Parliament against the Sunday opening
of the Crystal Palace, London, 641 medical men attached their
names to the following declaration:

"Your petitioners, from their acquaintaince with the labour
ing classes and with the laws which regulate the human
economy, are convinced that the seventh day of rest, instituted
by God, and coeval with the existence of man, is essential to
the bodily health and mental vigour of men in every station of
life."

But in 1855 the Sunday League was formed for the secularisation
of the British Sunday. Its Sunday excursions to Brighton produced
some of the most degrading and exhausting scenes in last century's
history. How the devil must have rejoiced to see the design of
God, which had proved the base of all that was great in British
character, thus ruined! and humility kept in a continual bustle,
toiling, pleasuring, sleeping! no time for realisation of whence he
come, whose he was, whither he was going. No need for the devil
to entice him into grosser sins. Humanity without a sanctified Rest
day becomes his sure enough. And the refusal of the gift given by
God to man for his good, ends in man's practical ignoring of God
altogether!

LEADING MEN

Our leading statesmen, writers, and doctors of last century readily
obeyed the Divine law of the Sabbath. and publicly witness to its
preciousness. William Ewart Gladstone, when Prime Minister,
said:

"The alternations of rest and labour, at the short intervals
which are afforded by the merciful and blessed institution of
Sunday, are a necessity for the retention of a man's mind, and
of a man's frame in a condition to discharge his duties; and it
is desirable to restrain the exercise of labour as much as

,
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possible on the Sunday, and to secure to the people the enjoy
ment of the day of rest. The religious observance of Sunday is
a main prop of the religious character of the country. From a
moral, social, and physical point of view, the observance of
Sunday is a duty of absolute consequence."

Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield, Mr. Gladstone's great
opponent, said:

"Of all Divine institutions, the most Divine is that which
secures a day of rest for man. I hold it to be the most valuable
blessing ever conceded to man. It is the corner-stone of
civilisation."

Lord Macaulay wrote:
"While industry is suspended, while the plough lies in the

furrow, while the exchange is silent, while no smoke ascends
from the factory, a process is going on quite as important to
the wealth of the nation as any process which is performed on
more busy days. Man, the machine of minders, is repairing and
winding up, so that he returns to his labours on Monday with
clearer intellect, with livelier spirits, with renewed corporeal
vigour."

Sir James Crichton Browne, M.D.:
"We doctors are now constantly compelled in the treatment

of nervous disease to prescribe for our patients prolonged
periods of absolute rest. Such periods are, I sometimes think,
only Sundays in arrear. Such discipline is sometimes only
necessary because the weekly rest has been neglected. It is the
complete change of mental attitude on a well-ordered Sunday
that is so valuable from a sanity point of view.

The overstrained powers are relaxed, the pressure is relieved,
re-adjustments are effected, and that kind of introspection and
retrospection that is profitable for reproof and correction is
encouraged. In the hurry and turmoil aid racket of these days
there is one text worthy of constant remembrance, 'Commune
with your own heart upon your bed, and be still' " (Ps. 4: 4).

CHURCH LEADERS
LEADERS IN OUR CHURCH spoke then with no uncertain sound.

Archbishop Benson declared:
"It is a ridiculous fashion, which is coming in from France

that of pretending that you may go to the Holy Communion in
the morning and have the rest of the Day to yourselves."

The following resolutions were adopted by the Bishops of the
Anglican Communion at the Lambeth Conference, July 1888:

-"
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That the principle of the religious observance of one day in
seven, embodied in the Fourth Commandment, is of Divine
obligation.

That the observance of the Lord's Day, as a day of rest, of
worship, and of religious teaching, has been a priceless blessing
in all Christian lands in which it has been maintained.

That the most careful regard should be had to the danger of
any encroachment upon the rest which, on this day, is the right
of servants as well as their masters, and of the working classes as
well as their employers.'

The Encyclical Letter of this Lambeth Conference said:
The due observance of Sunday as a day of rest, of worship,

and of religious teaching, has a direct bearing on the moral
well-being of the Christian community. We have observed of
late a growing laxity which threatens to impair its sacred
character. We strongly deprecate this tendency. In the 'Lord's
Day' we have a priceless heritage. Whoever misuses it incurs
a terrible responsibility.

During the last War, in 1916, a united effort, known as The
National Mission, was made to produce a spiritual revival in the
Nation. Carefully organized, universally supported, generously
financed, and brilliantly expounded, it was confidently expected to
redeem the Nation from its degeneracy. It proved a terrible failure!
Why? Alas! the Council of that National Mission, instead of
upholding and urging the sacred character of the Lord's Day, issued
three leaflets on "Sunday Observance" altogether at variance with
the solemn declaration of the Bishops in 1888, leaflets of which were
likely to encourage the desecration of the Lord's Day rather than to
promote its better observance. Thus the Council incurred a "terrible
responsibility," and helped to bring to naught a great effort.

The lesson for us in the midst of a greater War is abundantly
clear. Where the Word of God is definite and understandable it
must be obeyed if the promises of God are to be enjoyed. Any
attempt to water that Word down in order to make it acceptable to
those holding modern religious views is ruinous. God has spoken;
we must obey. Forward! for the restoration of God's Word, God's
Kingdom, and God's Day!

Compare the attitude of our Nation to-day towards the com·
mandment of God with the attitude of our forefathers. The perilous
voyage of the Mayflower to the bleak shores of New England is
accomplished and its shallop (light boat) is sent out with some
half-dozen pilgrims to find a suitable landing place. Five days they
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searched in vain for such. A storm broke over the rudder, and
the mast and sail fell overboard. While in this plight the Christian
Sabbath approached. As the evening before the Sabbath drew on,
they pushed over the surf, entered a fair sound, sheltered themselves
under the lee of a rise of land, kindled a fire, and on that little
island they spent the day in solemn worship of their Maker. On
the next day their feet touched the rock now sacred as the place
of the landing of the Pilgrim Fathers. Their religion was a religion
of principle, and it made them what they were. By such actions our
forefathers conserved to us the great heritage of the Lord's Day.

"The hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek
Him; but His power and His wrath is against all them that
forsake Him" (Ezra 8: 22).

"The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart
is perfect toward Him" (2 Chron. 16: 9).

Forward! for the Restoration of God's Day. D.H.C.B.

PRAYER
Tune: Stephanos

Lord, we know that prayer will lift us
Up to Thee on high,

Bringing blessing to our spirits
From the sky.

Here accept the prayer we offer,
Show to us Thy will,

May Thy Spirit holy longings
Now instil.

Grant to us divine communion,
Sitting at Thy feet,

For we would enjoy, like Mary,
Converse sweet.

Human needs and sorrows round us
Ask our loving care;

Fit us that the woes of others
We may share.

We would make the things eternal
Evermore our aim

That our life may in its witness
Sound Thy Name.

Rodden Rectory, Frome.

•
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"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principali
ties, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."-Eph. 6: 12.

THE way to eternal glory is not easy. It is easy to say, "Master, I
will follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest," but the Divine reply
to that is, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head," which
surely means that to be a living Christian-a heaven-born man
is to find that Christ in you, the hope of glory, leads to the fact that
"a man's foes shall be they of his own household"; and that all
earth's relations, however close and dear, must never stand in
competition with Christ's claims. "He that loveth father or mother
more than Me is not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me" (Matthew 10: 34-38).

A WARFARE

The godly life is a warfare. The Holy Ghost alone can make a
spiritual soldier, but He does make all His family warriors. "Put
on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devi1." Immediately Christ takes possession of a
person the conflict begins. "When a strong man armed keepeth his
palace, his goods are in peace; but when a stronger than he shall
come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his
armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils" (Luke 11: 21,
22). And the devil is not taking that quietly! Satan and Jesus
never will agree. Hence, at once, the devil begins his sore work
of tempting, agitating, suggesting, and, in short, doing his mightiest
to uproot the work of Christ in the new born sou1.

Mark this point well! Satan can leave a person for a time and
that person set about reforming himself, leaving off this evil habit
and that, and even garnishing himself with all the outward ways
of religion and become an apparent shining light in some church or
even in some pulpit. But there is such a solemn thing as "When the
unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places
seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my own
house whence I came out, and when he cometh he findeth it swept
and garnished. Then goeth he and taketh to him seven other spirit!'

I
I
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more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there; and
the last state of that man is worse than the first" (Luke 11: 24-26).

Not so when the Almighty Spirit overcomes the devil in one and
turns him out from his reigning power over that person; never can
the devil regain his former domination over that soul. So there is
now war between the grace-taught man and the adversary, never to
be over until the redeemed soul enters that rest prepared for the
people of God.

"He in holy triumph broke
Sin and death's tremendous yoke."

Each one delivered from the tyranny of the devil will be ready
to say that of all the miracles Jesus ever wrought-and they were
many and very great-the greatest of all by far was the one He
wrought when He came to you and turned the devil from his
throne in you. That fact, that most blessed experience, settles for
you the truth of the Divinity of Jesus Christ. No mere man could
ever have broken the reign the devil had over you. You know it,
you are sure of it; sure that He is the Son of God. All you ever
read of His Godhead in the inspired book and out of it, you know
is true because-

"Jesus saw us sunk in ruin,
And, determined us to save,

Shed His blood and brought us to Him;
For our life His own He gave;

He redeemed us
From sin, Satan, and the grave."

This is the starting point then of this warfare, first delivered from
death, the reigning power of sin and Satan, by the exceeding riches
of God's grace.

"Oh to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be."

ARMOUR FOR THE WARFARE

God has provided armour for this warfare. And, as our warfare
is not carnal, the armour is not of carnal material either: "For the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God,"
who has mercifully provided the complete armour needed for this
spiritual war. The Good Spirit here tells His conflicting family to
"put on the whole armour of God," and again in verse 13, "Where
fore take unto you the whole armour of God," for the foes are so
many, so great in cunning, malice, and power, that without this
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God-given armour we shall never be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil, nor to withstand in the evil day.

THE WRESTLING
We cannot now enter upon the varied parts of the armour here

set forth, but just now, deal a little with the WRESTLING.

AGAINST THE WILES OF THE DEVIL

We have to stand against the wiles of the devil. God never de
ceived one and never will; He is the God of truth and holiness.
The devil is wicked, deceitful, and a liar; he can never go straight
forward; he is a designer of evil, and that only and always in all
places. The dragon has but one policy and that is to hide the worst
and present the best (if he has any best), and with that policy he
has peopled hell, and, but for the grace of God, we should have
been there long ere this. He does not present the sorrows which
sin is sure to make either this side the grave or the other; he
makes evil to appear in glorious rainbow hues and, fool-like, one
falls into his wiles, and grace makes the heart confess "Behold, I
have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly" (1 Sam. 26: 21).

If we could but believe and act on the belief that he is a liar
and the father of it-no truth in his nature, for, if he ever speaks
any truth, it is for a wrong purpose and so becomes a lie-I say,
if we really believed this we should be saved from many a snare
and consequent sorrow of heart.

NOT A TRIFLING MATTER

To wrestle is not a trifling matter. One or the other must be
beaten. To be left to trifle with holy matters is to be in a very
solemn condition. We have hearts bad enough for anything, and a
trifling spirit within is an affliction. May God in infinite mercy save
us from playing ion religion. Salvation, redemption, justification,
the pardon of one's sins, an interest in Jesus as one's own Saviour
these are matters which really matter; in comparison nothing else
under the whole range of heaven does matter. Yet all the time our
mind and heart are on this life rather than the life to come-well,
the devil has us in some wile of his.

There may be times when we feel that all our spiritual foes are
either dead or at least not so energetic, a calm within. What a wile
is this from the very devil to be sure! Dear old Berridge knew this-

"My simple heart then fondly dreams,
It will see war no more;

Too firm to shrink my mountain seems,
And every storm blows o'er.
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"While thus a queen in state I sit,
Self hunts about for praise;

Talks of frames and victories great,
That you may hear and gaze.

"Then Jesus sends a trying hour,
This lurking pride to quell;

My dead foes rise with dreadful power,
And drag me down to hell.

"At length my Lord, with sweet surprise,
Returns to loose my bands,

Brings kind compassion in His eyes,
And pardon in His hands.

"I drop my vile head in the dust,
And at my Lord's feet fall;

His grace is now my song and boast,
And Christ my all in all."

VERY CLOSE WARFARE

Wrestling is very close warfare. Soldiers in extended order do
not wrestle, they may fight but not wrestle. Wrestling is coming to
hand grips with the enemy; it is he seizing you and you seizing him
wrestling, sharp, close conflict.

And when in this sharp close conflict it is useless our offering
him our profession of religion as an argument that we are the
Lord's. Profession! Satan will present characters before you as
Balaam, Ahithophel, Saul (with his "another heart"), Judas, Demas,
and a host of others say to you, "Look, I matched them; they went
as far as you in profession, and I will match you in time. In time,"
he says, "I will wear you out and down and down till you are
where they now are." You may answer in your very heart, "True,
I fear I shall prove another like them and sink as they sank to the
pit." Oh, to have the devil subdued when one has had such a
wrestling with him! Oh, to enjoy what dear Berridge said:

"Jesus all your debts will pay;
Chase you legal duns away;
Every foe he will subdue
World, and flesh, and devil too."

When in this close combat in your wrestlings you may find it is
not always that your quoting scripture that will help you. True,
we have the Blessed Master's method of dealing with the devil set
forth in this way (Matthew 4: 1-11). But then He was the Master
His word was with power indeed then as always, but you and I
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have been met thus when we have placed some word of God before
the devil. We may say, "The Lord told me this and that," quoting
the very words, and that may be blessedly true too, but Satan may
answer, "Yes, but have you lived according to God's Word in
thought, word and deed: you quote portions that seem nice, to you,
but have you obeyed His Word in all matters? And, if not, what
is the use of your quoting such and such words to me? You are
a hypocrite, man, choosing the promises but ignoring the precepts.
Your heart is full of all manner of unrighteousnesses, and it is but
a matter of time and I shall have you fully in my power."

This sort of wrestling will make us feel our strength is just
weakness, our knowledge just ignorance, our religion just the worst
part of our sinning; it will make the soul lie before its God and
say with compunction:

"So poor, and blind, and lame I am,
My all is bound up in the Lamb;
And blessed am I when I see
My spirit's inmost poverty.

"I cannot walk without His might,
I cannot see without His light;
I can have no access to God,
But through the merits of His blood."

(Berridge).
NOT WITHOUT PAIN

Your wrestling is not without pain. In adversity you will have to
wrestle. Satan will ply your unbelief in the day of adversity. The
devil hath faith in God. He levels all his artillery at the grace of
faith. So, when you are trying to maintain your faith in God and
His word under very heavy loads of trouble, he will come along
with something like this: "Look, if God were for you, that would
never have happened; and this blow would never have fallen upon
you; it just could not have happened, if you were one whom God
loved." You will try to maintain your hope by saying, "I did hope
in God, I did believe it was His word to my very heart with power,"
and Satan may reply, "Your hope was the hope of the hypocrite
which is to be cut off; your believing was just presumption, and
time and this and that trial have proved that you are a very mis
taken man; in short you are not. one of God's people."

In prosperity you may have to wrestle even more. When the day
of adversity is upon you you may think, when the deliverance does
come, please God to grant it, I will bless Him and rejoice in Him

I
I·
I
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and never again doubt His love to me-and you meant it. Well,
the Lord turns your captivity and blesses you in this and that; in
fact, He loads you with His blessings in basket and store, and then,
beware! pride will be disposed to lift its voice and whisper, "Is not
this great Babylon that I have built?" Oh, the wretchedness of
forgetting God in the day of prosperity when there is not enough
anxiety to drive us to the throne of grace! Better by far to be
like this:

"How hard and rugged is the way
To some poor pilgrim's feet;

In all they do, or think, or say,
They opposition meet."

GUILT ON THE CONSCIENCE

W hen guilt lies heavy on the conscience and grace is in exercise,
then wrestling comes into work. A conscience smitten by the Holy
Spirit, charged with guilt, is a fine piece of ground for the devil to
have a fling at. "True, true, says he, you are all the Law of God
says you are and never can you expect to have mercy. You are
like Esau, you will never find true repentance though you seek it
carefully with tears. He never did get the blessing of pardon, neither
shall you."

It is possible that the enemy may suggest to you, "Your iniquity is
greater than that it may be forgiven" (see margin of Gen. 4: 13),
and your very conscience endorse that rendering and suggestion.
But God can bring pardon through His atoning blood to your case,
wrestling one. And when He does then Satan will suggest something
like this: "Do you really think God spoke pardon to you? Can
you persuade yourself that the Lord of all would stoop to speak to
such as you? And, if God did bring it you, you will be a good
man now, you will walk in every precept of His word and be holy."
And when you find that you have failed, so utterly failed, then back
again comes the devil and says, "There you are, I told you God
never gave you pardon and peace, for had that been the case, you
would not be deploring your utter sinfulness as now." And so like
Ephraim:

"I repent, and smite upon my thigh,
Like him I mourn, like him I cry,

Lord, hold me with Thy hand;
And draw me by Thy special grace;

Hold up, and I shall stand."
(D. Herbert).
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NO LEGS ON WHICH TO STAND

There is one way to wrestle which will bring the wrestler off a
victor. When you have no legs upon which to stand, you will
wrestle more successfully. One might think that the stronger in
limb a man was the better he would wrestle; after the flesh that is
so, but not in grace. While we stand on any leg of self-sufficiency,
we are beaten. In such a case the devil has us beaten before we
start. Like dear old Jacob, when the thigh is out of joint, he had to
hang, hang all the more on God. God put the sinew of Jacob's
thigh out of joint, but it was then he got the blessing. "He blessed

~ him there."
Bunyan describes the pilgrim going through the valley of the

Shadow of Death, where sparks and hideous noises (things that
cared not for Christian's sword, as did Apollyon before) came out
in such abundance that he was forced to put up his sword and
betake himself to another weapon, called "ALL PRAYER." "0 Lord,
I beseech Thee, deliver my soul." Prostrate, destitute, all beauty
turned into corruption-then, with the knees of the soul bent and
earthly sinews all broken out of joint-then we wrestle best!

WRESTLING AGAINST PRINCIPALITIES

"Not against flesh and blood." We do wrestle against flesh and
blood, but not entirely so. By flesh, that is, the corrupt nature
we have as the result of the Adam Fall. And in addition we have
the devil energising that flesh, inflaming it with all manner of
desires. David knew this-he knew he was doing wrong; Peter did
likewise in his denial of the Lord; yet they both did evil with their
eyes wide open. The devil worked upon their flesh, and afterwards
when convicted and restored they both owned their wrong-doing.
"Have mercy upon me, 0 God, and blot out my transgressions."
Yes, David said that, true, Have you not been made to say the
same? And for the same cause? Your sins have found you out,
and grace has broken your heart-"Restore unto me the joy of
Thy salvation"!

But further than all this-we wrestle against principalities. In
the sovereignty of God there are many evil, fallen spirits under the
Devil who have delegated power. The prince of this world, the
prince of the power of the air, the god of this world, are terms
denoting the principality of the devil. His territory is very great,
upheld by wonderful principles, or rather, lack of principles. He
stops at nothing within his power by which his territory can be
maintained and developed. Eternal death is certain for us, if we
are not brought from his government before we pass hence. By

I
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nature we choose him as our god, and walk according to his dictates
(Eph. 2). AGAINST POWERS

Against powers. How many these fallen spirits are we know not.
We know that there was a legion-many-dwelling in one poor man
who dwelt among the tombs. Think! a legion of devils in you, in
me! Shocking thought! Shockingly true!

They know just what our tastes are, they know our bent, our
pursuits. that which will just please and tickle our fancies. and
they can and do work on these things in us, and if left to them
well. what must the end be?
~Think of the vast number of all sorts of men that have passed

through their hands-men of brain and dunces; men of wealth and
those poverty stricken; men in high religion and men of no religion.
all sorts. all ages; surely they have a masterpiece of knowledge
of our nature that gives a dreadful weight to their power in wrestling
against us. And what have we to wrestle against them? In this
battle of the soul nothing but the "whole armour of God" can stand
a moment. Oh. the need be to "put it on" and "Take unto you the
whole armour of God"!

AGAINST WORLD-RULERS
'The rulers of the darkness of this world-world rulers." Jehovah

is the Supreme Ruler of this world, as Nebuchadnezzar found out
very painfully. "This matter is by the decree of the watchers ....
to the intent that the living may know that the Most High ruleth
in the kingdom of men. and giveth it to whomsoever He will"
(Dan. 4: 17).

But He has under-rulers-and much of their ruling is in darkness
indeed; and in varied ways their dark ways affect the people of
God singly and collectively as His Church. But wherever darkness
-evil-is found. grace wrestles against. Men love darkness because
their deeds are evil-sin is hatched in the dark. thrives in the dark.
matures in the dark. and, where grace is not, must end in the
blackness of darkness for ever and ever. Think upon that!

AGAINST WICKED SPIRITS
Against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wicked spirits. says

the margin. How many of these there are we have no knowledge.
By these varied expressions about our enemies we may gather that
the way to glory is rough indeed. By grace the believer in Jesus
is bent on heavenly peace; but, if these evil spirits. headed up by
the Devil, can prevent his enjoyment of that peace, they will. He
seeks for real fellowship with God, thirst for it. but they will block
the way if they can; he seeks justification by blood. and they seek
to fill him with guilt and bondage and fears and doubts. They

.
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seek for heaven-"no," say these evil hosts, "not if we can stop you
-hell rather shall be your portion."

A FINAL WORD

Fellow pilgrim, a last word. God would never provide such an
armoury for you if religion were meant to be a thing for drawing
rooms, where one folds his arms and goes to sleep and thinks of
waking in heaven. Most go sleeping on, but they will not sleep
to heaven. It is fight, fight, fight all the way.

And for such fighters, this must be said:
~First, Jesus conquered all these devils and for ever blessed be

His Name. He spoiled pricipalities and powers, and made a show
of them openly, triumphing over them-on the cross. He led them
all captive, but allows them for the present to test His people,
separate the chaff from the wheat, make their graces shine that have
them. But never will He permit them to snatch one of His jewels
from His hands.

Secondly, the Holy Spirit declares "I am persuaded that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor any
other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

Wrestler, often apparently defeated, yet not so in reality; so
often wounded on the field, yet never carried off it; often for giving
all up as lost, and yet somehow until now kept from doing so; hold
on, have faith and patience, as God enables; just a few more home
thrusts, a few more wounds given and received; a little more work
with these mighty foes, and then-ah! what then? Why, the crown
follows the fighting, peace follows the trouble, eternal fellowship
with the Holy Trinity in Unity and celestial angels and redeemed
and glorified saints.

"Give me the wings of faith to rise
Within the veil, and see

The saints above, how great their joys,
How bright their glories be.

"Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;

They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears.

"I ask them whence their victory came,
They with united breath,

Ascribe their conquest to the Lamb,
Their triumph to His death." (Dr. Watts).

E.R.
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THE DIVINE PRESENCE
Tune: Doncaster

o Jesus Christ. we know
Where'er Thy people meet

There is Thy presence in their midst
For converse true and sweet.

TEMPEST
No small tempest lay on us.-Acts 27: 20

o when the winds of sorrow and of pain
Have broken with their force upon my heart.
The breath of God can make me whole again
And grant me solace that will not depart.
If for a time I feel an aching smart
At loss of that on which I set much store.
Whilst doubt and fear through my whole being dart,
I know at length the tempest will be o'er
And in God's Paradise is peace for evermore.

Rodden Rectory. Frame. T. Pittaway.

We seek Thy pardoning love
And Thy forgiving grace

That as we plead Thy precious blood
Thou wilt our sins efface.

We pray Thee visit us
With blessings from Thy throne

That we. obeying Thy behests.
May claim Thee as our own.

Our times are in Thy hand,
Our help is in Thy might.

Our blessedness is in Thy love.
Our wisdom in Thy light.

Guard heart and lips alike
From what displeases Thee.

So shall we serve Thee as we ought
And Thy salvation see.

Rodden Rectory. Frame.
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