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Left wing intellectuals who claim to speak for the working
class are often out of touch with the real world of the shop
floor. They discuss the role of working mothers in terms of the
fulfilment of the educated woman graduate, whereas the aver
age working mother is more likely to be engaged in a deadly
dull repetitive job in a noisy factory. The issue of immigration
is set in the context of the mutual respect and interests of a
racially mixed university campus but fails to take into account
the tensions and fears of a working-class home where unem
ployment is always a shadow in the background.

I mention these issues not by way of introducing a discussion
of working mothers or of immigrant communities, but by way
of highlighting a similar danger among evangelical thinkers. It
is dangerously possible to discuss theological issues in such a
theoretical way that it seems unrelated to the ordinary
Christian battling with twentieth-century paganism. An ivory
tower is always a dangerous residence in view of its isolation
from reality. To adorn its walls with texts may improve its
appearance without increasing its usefulness!

If the present debate about creeds and confessions of faith
is to be real to the ordinary believer it must be rooted in basic
biblical truths concerning that believer. Otherwise the creed
becomes like a treasured family heirloom. taken out and dusted
occasionally but otherwise neglected. We need not be sur
prised if young Christians in reaction from what they see as
dry orthodoxy get swept off their feet by some new movement
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which emphasises experience, cultivates excitement and
presents its minimal doctrinal convictions in capsule form for
easy assimilation.

What are these basic truths which we need to emphasise?
What is the starting point for our doctrinal discussion and for
the fOf"mulation of our creeds? Surely it is the New Testament
stress on the two-fold aim of the preaching ministry-the
edification of the church and the evangelising of those who are
outside. Our overriding aims are, of course, the glory of God
and the honour of Christ, but these are realised in experience
when the church is edified and when men are reached with the
gospel.

To examine some of the historic creeds is to discover these
aims lying behind them. Why was the Nicene Creed produced?
It was to resist the heresy of Arius which would destroy the
gospel and corrupt the life of the church. Why did the
Reformers produce their Confessions? It was not only to
ensure a healthy church life but also to preserve the purity of
the evangelistic message. Luther's rejection of indulgences was
not simply an academic conclusion drawn from an analysis of
the Roman doctrine of merit, it was an indignant reply to
teaching and practice which blinded men to their need of the
gospel of the grace of God.

Our concern for the maintenance of the truth must be
developed in the same way. Vital godliness and vigorous
evangelism should be our twin aims. Our ecclesiastical sights
should be set on holiness within the church and evangelistic
concern for the godless and lost generation outside our doors.
Our doctrine should be viewed as an essential element in these
concerns. To put it in another way-we should have a dynamic
rather than a static attitude to our confessions of faith.

It is sadly possible to adopt an antiquarian approach. The
creeds of the past are cherished, but at times the word em
balmed might be more appropriate. One fears that the concern
is to preserve the historic statement just as the antiquarian
wants to preserve ancient buildings. But to fight for a con
fession of faith simply because our forefathers produced it is
not to do justice to their memory, but to fail to see the purpose
they had in view. It is not the laying up of the regimental
colours in some quiet cathedral which is the analogy, but the
carrying of the flag in the smoke of battle. The theme song of
the theologian is not 'For auld lang syne' but 'Soldiers of
Christ, arise'.

Allied to the antiquarian approach is the defensive mentality.
We are afraid to concede that at this or that point our revered



The Gospel Magazine 147

ancestors in the faith may not after all have had the final word
to speak! But defensive tactics, as illustrated in the second
World War, can be disastrous. While the French sat down in
their unassailable Maginot Line the German tanks were driving
across the unprotected flank of Northern France. While we
discuss interminably some fine point of doctrine which is not
under attack, the enemies of truth are often fanning out in our
rear to attack and destroy the Christians whom by our mis
directed zeal we have left defenceless.

All of which leads to this practical conclusion. While we
must learn from all that the Reformers and Puritans have to
teach us, and while we must repudiate the scornful attitude to
the past which is around these days, we must at the same time
remember that we live in the twentieth century and face issues
which they did not face. Take Roman Catholicism, for
example. The Reformation confessions faced it as it actually
was, and produced systematic replies. We must face it as it is
today-and with the inroads of modernism and more recently
of radical thinking modern Catholicism confronts us with new
issues.

But to talk like this is to face a further factor. Great
doctrinal statements are in some ways like great hymns. The
latter emerge out of a deep experience of the living God by
an individual or of revival within the church. So too the great
confessions emerged out of living situations in which the
soldiers of the church militant fought against the counter
attacks of the great Deceiver. For them the aims were clear
the purity and holiness of the church, the maintenance of the
apostolic gospel which was the only word for sinful men.

Why are we not producing great hymns today? Is it because
we are not so much lacking in poetic ability as in the fire of
revival in our churches? Why is it also that instead of a power
ful and vigorous formulation of the faith we tend to cling
desperately to the past? Is it because we have insufficient
desire for holiness and inadequate concern for the lost? To
ask these questions is to suggest possible answers. A passion
for godliness and a zeal for the spread of the gospel are the
characteristics of a living church, and will lead to a like passion
for the maintenance and defence of the orthodox faith.
Doctrine is a plant which will wilt in the hothouse atmosphere
of theoretical discussion. In the bracing winds of a real
encounter with contemporary error and ungodliness it will

~ produce a sturdy growth-and a fruitful growth as well!

H: M. CARSON.



148 The Gospel Magazine

Hypocrisy in
the Church

H. M. CARSON

A sermon preached in Hamilton Road Baptist
Church, Bangor, Co. Down, on Sunday

morning, 21st June, 1970.

'And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as
many as heard these things.'-Acts 5: 11.

We continue our studies in the Acts of the Apostles, turning
this morning to the passage that I read, the story of Ananias
and Sapphira which ends with this statement in verse 11, 'And
great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as
heard these things'. In the opening chapter of this book we see
a church in which the Spirit of God is powerfully at work.
We see evidences of God's activity. There is a rich spirit of
fellowship. These men and women, diverse in background and
in temperament, are knit together in the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit. There is a wonderful joyfulness about them. They
are rejoicing in what God has done. God has raised Christ
from the dead and they have been called to live to His glory.
So they rejoice together. There is a deep sympathy; they are
very sensitive to one another's needs. This is not a fellowship
in which there is selfishness rampant and each one is con
cerned with his own position and his own needs. There is a
readiness to sympathise, to understand one another, and to
share in a very material way. It is a marvellous picture.

But the Bible gives you realistic pietures, and so we not
only see a church in which the Spirit is powerfully at work
bringing blessing, but we also see evidence of human sin. We
must never forget that these believers in the New Testament
were ordinary men and women. The churches that we see in
the New Testament were composed of such ordinary men and
women, and while by the working of the Spirit they became
quite extraordinary in their holiness and their joyfulness and
in the power of their witness, they still remained flesh and
blood, they still remained open to the attacks of the evil one.
So the churches, with all the blessings they enjoyed, were still
very liable to be sidetracked, liable to be turned aside by the
working of the spirit of evil rather than the Spirit of God. If
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you were to write a text right across these churches, it is the
word of the apostle Paul-'Let him that thinketh he standeth,
take heed lest he fall'. If you like, this is a cautionary word, a
reminder to us as Christians, a reminder to us as members of
a church fellowship, that we must never reach the point where
we imagine that we have arrived, that all is well, that we are
incapable of falling, that our church is incapable of drifting
into sin. While we are this side of heaven, and while the devil
remains a reality, not one of us is immune, not one of us is
beyond the possibility of being tempted, not one of us is
beyond the possibility of falling and falling seriously.

The story is introduced in terms of a contrast-that is why
I read the last few verses of the previous chapter because
those verses speak of the fellowship within the church and
of the wonderful sympathy and understanding that was pre
vailing at that time. It speaks for example of Barnabas having
a field, and he sold it and brought the money that the needs
within the church might be met and those who were poor
might have their needs supplied. But-says Luke, and he
introduces it with this contrasting word-But in contrast to
Barnabas, in contrast to these others in the church-But a
certain man named Ananias and his wife Sapphira acted in a
very different way and their sin brought grievous conse
quences.

At first sight, and looked at superficially, they seemed to be
acting in precisely the same way. There was a great wave of
generous response to the needs of the feUowship. There were
the poor, and they were very poor, within the church and the
others were bringing their gifts and their money in order that
there might be a common pool, so that those in need might be
supplied. Ananias and Sapphira seem at first sight to be swept
along by the same generous impuls~. They will sell, they will
bring the money and they will help tQ meet the need; they
seem to be very much part of the fellowship. After all they
are part of a fellowship which is experiencing what we would
call revival, a mighty working of the Spirit of God. God is
there in power, and here are two members of the fellowship
and they seem to be with the others, bringing their gifts and
helping to meet the needs. But in fact, as Peter, taught by the
Holy Spirit, exposes them for what they really are, you see
that their action is very much on the surface. Their apparent
generosity is really an active hypocrisy. They are simply play
ing a part because in their hearts they are still clinging very
much to the things of this world.
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The basic sin as far as Ananias and Sapphira are concerned
is greed, covetousness, materialism. They are bringing their
money but at the same time they are desperately wanting to
hold on to it. And it is one of the supreme indications of a
man's alienation from God when he is concerned more about
material considerations than about God's glory and about
the welfare of others. That is what is so sadly wrong with our
nation at the present time. Right through the nation there is
this concern for material considerations and material well
being. Even if it is at the expense of others, the main thing is
to forge ahead with your own standard of living, to forge
ahead with your own material benefits, even if others suffer.
This then is the situation in this church here. Ananias and
Sapphira are basically concerned with themselves rather than
with the needs of others.

It is significant how much you find in the New Testament in
terms of warning about greed and covetousness and material
ism. Remember how the Lord Jesus told His disciples to
beware of covetousness. 'A man's life,' He says, 'consists not
in the abundance of the things which he possesses' because,
after all, 'we brought nothing into this world and it is certain
we shall carry nothing out'. We came into this world naked,
as Job said, and naked we go out. If a man lives for things
which are material he is living for what is purely temporary,
and so the Lord reminds us to beware of this attitude. Now
clearly this is not to say that a man detaches himself from the
ordinary affairs of life. He has his duties to carry out, his job
to do, and his responsibilities to perform. It does not mean to
say that if a man is involved in business he treats the whole
thing in a haphazard fashion-of course he doesn't! But it
means that the attitude of the Christian is very different. He is
not obsessed, he is not taken up by the material side of life.
He has a wider perspective, he has a greater horizon-he is
concerned with the glory of God.

Men so easily become over concerned with the things of
time and the things of sense. In this book of the Acts of the
Apostles again and again Luke notes how men are side
tracked by precisely this sin of greed and covetousness. He
noted it at Philippi. What was it that brought the opposition
to Paul and Silas as they preached? It was the greed of the
owners of the girl with the spirit of divination who used her
to extract money from the superstitious population. But now
that she had become a Christian the source of their gain is
gone and of course they are furious. It was their greed and
their covetousness that drove them into such bitter opposi-
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tion. The same thing was true at Ephesus and again Luke
notes it as he describes the riot at Ephesus. Why was there
such fury about the preaching of the gospel? Because of
vested business interests! Ephesus was the centre of the wor
ship of Diana and the silversmiths at Ephesus made a great
deal of money out of the shrines which they manufactured
and sold to the pilgrims. So naturally enough there was bitter
indignation when this gospel was preached which meant an
end of the worship of Diana, for to these men, what was even
more serious-it meant an end of the traffic in silver shrines.

Felix, the Roman governor-again Luke notes it as he
describes Paul's appearance before Felix-Felix, searched by
the preaching of the gospel ,is obviously troubled in his con
science. But there is another factor that Luke noticed-he was
hoping that Paul might give him a bribe. He was intent on
the possibility of this prisoner giving him a gift, which of
course was quite common in Roman courts. Besides Felix
must have felt that if Paul was capable of appealing to Rome,
and paying towards his passage there and towards his appeal
before Caesar, obviously even though he was poor, he must
have some reasonably well off people behind him to back
him. He felt that if he held on perhaps he would extract
something from him. As Luke records the incident he notes it
again-Felix's greed, his covetousness, his concern with
material things. It held him back from coming to grips with
the word that God was speaking to his heart.

Here it was in the church, and tragically it continues to be
in the church, and especially in the churches set in our twen
tieth century affluent society. We live in a society in this
western world where standards have never been so high. We
are familiar with the 'you've never had it so good' approach;
it is a very common approach and the thing which really
matters today right across our society is material comfort
and material wellbeing. You flip open" the magazines and look
at the advertisements, you see the commercial spots on tele
vision-what is it all about? It is about your home and how
you can load it with ever more lavish provision. It is about
the kind of holidays you can have and the variety of foods
and wines you can enjoy and all the other material provision.
In a situation where men are starving in four fifths of the
world, we can eat and drink and load ourselves with luxuries.
Well the churches are affected and seriously affected. There
was a day in our nation when Christians were living in not
so affluent circumstances, when men were working in the
mines and in the factories for long hours for miserable wages,
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yet money was forthcoming to meet the need of missionary
work across the world, and to meet this and that charitable
requirement at home. But today the appalling situation pre
vails that in our churches, set in affluent societies, there is not
the money forthcoming, and there are causes across the world
which languish. Why? Because Christians at home are too
busy buying themselves the latest gadget and the latest
luxury, to have money available for these 'secondary' COIl

cerns which they merely try to fit into their religious schedule
as a department of their living. But it is very much on the
periphery, it is very much on the fringe. I would say that
covetousness and materialism are eating the very heart out
of many of our churches.

These two, Ananias and Sapphira, allied to their greed and
their materialism, hypocrisy. They wanted to be thought well
of by the rest of the church. The church was gripped by this
movement of the Spirit and they were giving liberally, and
indeed sacrificially. Ananias and Sapphira wanted the others
to think that they were as sacrificial, that they were as ready
to give as the rest, and so they put on their act, because after
all that is what hypocrisy is. In Greek drama the actors put
on a mask appropriate for the particular play in which they
were taking part. The hypocrite is a man who puts on a mask,
and the Christian hypocrite is the one who does just the same.
In order that he may appear to the church to be earnest in his
Christian profession, to be wholehearted in his devotion to the
Lord, to be deeply committed to the work of the gospel, he
has his mask. He says the right things, he has the evangelical
jargon, he speaks the pious patois, he is one of the fellow
ship-but in heart very often he can be as far away as were
Ananias and Sapphira.

What lies behind it? What lies behind a hypocritical pre
tence? Basically it is the old curse of pride. We do not want
people to know the kind of people we really are. We do not
want them to see us as we are exposed before God, and so
often we forget that we constantly live exposed to His search
ing gaze. We want them to think that we are as good as the
other Christians, that we do measure up to the standard, and
so we say things that, when we pause and think about them,
we know to be unreal. We express aspirations and in fact
they do not really reflect the desires of our hearts. We claim
by our attitude or by our involvement in this or that Christian
activity that we are committed to something to which in our
hearts we are not really committed at all. How tragically
possible it is in the midst of a fellowship where the Spirit of
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God i8 working in revival power, how tragically possible to
have Christians who are gripped by pride, by materialism,
and who put on a hypocritical facade which deceives those
around them in imagining they are a part of an on-going
fellowship of the Spirit.

What was it that lay behind all this? Well this was not a
slip, this was not a temporary failure on the part of Ananias
and Sapphira. If that were so of cQurse every Christian would
be in trouble because we are constantly liable to fall, and to
give way to the flesh. But in this case, their sin was rooted in
deliberate planning. They had planned to do this. This was
not a case of being caught suddenly when you say the wrong
thing or do the wrong thing and afterwards you are ashamed
of what you have said or done. These two had committed
themselves to this line of action. They were going to hold on
to the money and they had deliberately planned to do so.
What a tragedy it is when you get this situation, where the
Christian husband and wife ought to stimulate one another
spiritually, or to provoke one another to love and to good
works, and instead of that, the two of them are involved in a
common act of deception. A Christian marriage ought to be a
source of spiritual strength and the two who are married
ought to go fQrward together, and together they ought to live
to God's glory. But it is so easy for a Christian marriage to
be a means of spiritual drag, when the two partners are so
concerned with one another and so taken up with one another
that they forget the bigger consideration, that their marriage
is intended to be to God's glory. Indeed it is sadly true, and
it proves true in experience, that the more people are taken
up with themselves the less liable they are to enjoy God's
blessing in their marriage, apart from God's blessing in the
wider field of their Christian living.

But the Spirit indicates here through Peter's words the
ultimate source of the trouble-the church was enjoying the
movement of the Spirit of God but Ananias and Sapphira had
left themselves open to the incoming of a different kind of
spirit. Why, says Peter, have you let Satan gain possession of
your hearts? Why have you opened your hearts to the incom
ing of the spirit of evil? Because behind the covetousness and
the greed and the materialism, behind the hypocrisy and the
pride, there is the enemy of God and the enemy of righteous
ness, the one who hates the people of God, the deceiver; and
it was the deceiver of their souls who had entered in and
taken possession. Yet this was a couple in the midst of a
Spirit indwelt fellowship. These were two who had been part
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of a fellowship in which the Spirit of God had been moving
in such a mighty fashion. Here were the gifts of the Spirit
manifest in a quite striking way. Yet these two had left the
door open for the incoming of the spirit of evil. It is sadly
possible to leave that door open. If we fail to cultivate the
spiritual life which God has entrusted to us, if we fail in our
daily discipline, if we fail to read the Word and to pray, if we
fail to meet with the people of God in prayer and fellowship,
well, whether we think we are liable or not, we are opening
the door imperceptibly to the incoming of the spirit of evil.
The Christian who is not filled with the Holy Spirit, who is
not under the control of the Spirit of God, is very very liable
to be controlled by the spirit of evil. It happened here. Why
have you let Satan in?

What these two had to learn, and what the church had to
learn, was the nature of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God
dwelling in the church, the Spirit of God dwelling in the local
assembly, the local congregation, the local gathering-He is
the Holy Spirit. You notice first of all, and it is important to
notice it, that the Spirit of God is a Person. Sometimes people
talk as if He was some kind of vague impersonal influence.
But you cannot lie to an influence, you cannot deceive an
influence. You can lie to a person, you can deceive a person,
and these two are lying to the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God
is a Person, as much a Person as is the Father and as is the
Son. And He is by His very title the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
holiness. He is holy in His character. There is nothing of sin
here, nothing of evil, nothing unclean, impure or unrighteous.
He is the Holy Spirit; pure, unsullied righteousness and purity
is here.

He is holy in His demands. He demands from His people
that they should be holy. If the Spirit of God is to dwell
within His church He requires that those who comprise His
church should be holy people. You, says Paul, writing to the
Corinthians-you, the local church, are the temple of the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God dwells in you and the Spirit of
God is not prepared to have the temple defiled. You remem
ber the indignation of Christ, at the beginning of His minis
try in John's gospel, and again at the end of His ministry, as
He deals with the temple. Here are men and women buying
and selling, reducing the house of God to a place of com
merce with very doubtful practices involved in the commerce.
His protest was firm: 'You are not to make my Father's house
a den of thieves.' And of course one instinctively sympathises
-how appalling to use the temple for cheap traffic, and dis-
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honest traffic at that. But look! You are the temple of the
Holy Spirit, and if the Lord would not tolerate that the earthly
temple at Jerusalem should be defiled, no more will the Holy
Spirit tolerate the defilement of the temple in which He dwells.
The Holy Spirit hates sin, He has a loathing of sin. The further
we trifle with sin, the more we are involved in it, the more
we condone it, then so much the more will we fail to under
stand the Spirit's repugnance as far as sin is concerned.

This is why we find this story hard to understand. It seems
perhaps very harsh. It is because we are so taken up with this
life, and so far removed in our thinking from seeing that
eternal values are of supreme importance, that we cannot
understand this story, which is a solemn reminder to us that
God is more concerned with our character than He is with
our comfort. God is more concerned with our eternal well
being than He is with our temporary welfare in this life. The
apostle Paul has the same thought when he speaks in the
Corinthian epistles about a man delivered unto Satan for the
destruction of the flesh that his soul might be saved in the
day of Jesus Christ. For us, because we are so rooted in
this world, death is the most appalling tragedy of all, it is the
final disaster. But for the Lord, and for these apostles, there
is a greater disaster than death and that disaster is to be lost
eternally; and they would say-Far better to face even death
if you are going to have acceptance with God and eternal life,
than to live securely and well, and to lose your own soul. I
believe that here what you have is an example of God acting
in a very drastic fashion, and nothing could be more drastic
than the punishment that was clearly meted out here to
Ananias and Sapphira, but I believe we are to see it ultimately
as the mercy of God, because these two in their own lives
were not only destroying themselves, they were liable to des
troy the whole life of the church, and to introduce into the
life of the church a materialism and a greed which would
corrupt the testimony of the fellowship. God acted, and acted
with appalling severity, because of His mercy to them and
His mercy to the church. The Holy Spirit is not prepared to
have His people trifle with sin. He will act and He will act
with severity.

But there is one very important point which I feel we must
notice in this story. The Holy Spirit dwells within a congrega
tion of God's people. The local church is the place where the
Spirit dwells. So when these two sinned against the church
and tried to deceive the church, they were doing something
much more serious than that, says Peter; they are trying to
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deceive the Spirit of God, because the church is His dwelling
place, His temple. So if you sin against the local church you
are sinning against the Holy Spirit. This is what makes our
relationship to the local church such a serious matter. There
are many Christians who behave as if church membership was
like club membership. You join a club and make use of its
facilities, but at times its requirements may conflict with your
own and so of course your own are put first, because after
all it is simply a club and if needs be you can resign and join
another club. The local church is not a club or a guild or a
lodge where you join and enjoy the spiritual facilities. The
local church with all its inconsistencies, with all its failures,
with all its weakness, is the very dwelling place of the Spirit
of God, and your relationship and mine to the local church is
to be set against this background, that it is a relationship to
the Lord who dwells in His church.

This means that if I am guilty of injuring the local church
by my actions or by my attitudes I am coming under the
judgment of the Lord who dwells within the church. I can
injure a church not simply by what I do but what I fail to
do. I may injure the local church by sin, by sin outside in the
world which brings the local church fellowship into disrepute
ana brings dishonour on the name of the Lord. But I can also
seriously injure the local church fellowship by being a spiritual
passenger, by being a spiritual drifter, just moving along
vaguely in the stream without really contributing to the life
of the church. The sins of omission, the failure to be the kind
of Christian we ought to be-these things are as serious in
the sight of God as the sins of commission. When we fail to
be responsible and truly functioning members of the local
church, we must remember that we are not just club members
who are not really fulfilling the rules and regulations, we are
not just members of the guild who are not really pulling our
weight. We are members of the fellowship where the Holy
Spirit of God dwells and our failures are not simply failures
in terms of a human group which meets, it is in terms of our
relationship to the Lord of the church.

This came home to them here. 'Great fear came upon the
church.' This was a joyful church. When you read the Acts
of the Apostles it thrills you to find how they are overwhelmed
with the joy of the Lord. Even in times of persecution, even
when they are being beaten and stoned and imprisoned, they
are rejoicing. But it was not the cheap flippancy which so
often goes by the name of joyfulness in evangelical churches
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today; this was not the froth and bubble of a superficial
excitement. These were men and women who rejoiced but
were deeply serious because they were dealing with eternal
realities. There was a sense of solemnity that day in the
church. God had acted in sovereign power, acted in awful
judgment, and the members of the church realised with a new
deep awareness the holiness of the God with whom they had
to do. No wonder Hebrews can say, 'Our God is a consuming
fire'. We are, I believe, in great peril in this day in our
churches of shallowness, of superficiality, of nodding our
assent to the truths of the gospel, of congratulating ourselves
that in the midst of general apostasy we maintain the orthodox
faith. We are in great peril, I say, of a superficiality that
comes under the judgment of God Almighty. Is it any wonder
in these days that the world outside is so unimpressed by what
we are, much less by what we say?

In this situation the fear of God which feU upon the church
fell also upon those around. Men and women knew what was
happening in this church. They knew that God was present
and that He was there in power-not only to bless but also
if needs be to chasten. And when a church knows that kind
of fear of God in their midst, those outside will begin to take
notice that we are not trafficking in trivialities which we are
tossing out for their consideration, that the gospel is not just
one more competing view in the welter of opinions that are
submitted for debate these days. But we are men and women
who have met with the living God, have known the forgive
ness of Christ, have known the indwelling of the Spirit of
God, and we are living as those who are strangers and pil
grims, those whose eyes are on the celestial city, those who are
governed, not by temporary and transient considerations, but
by issues rooted in eternity. You remember how Israel came
into Canaan and how they compassed Jericho, and then
flushed with success they faltered and were routed by the
small town of Ai. Joshua is pondering and asking in an
agonised fashion-What is wrong? God has a simple answer
-There is sin in the camp; there is Achan. He is apparently
one of you, he is moving with the army, he is one of the
people, but he has sinned and he is covering it up, and the
thing has got to be exposed, it has got to be brought to the
light of day, it has got to be dealt with. Here was a church
in which there was deep fellowship but there was a man called
Ananias, and his wife Sapphira. There was sin in the church.

It may be that the Lord is searching some of our hearts this
morning, speaking of our excessive concern with the things
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of time. Maybe the Lord is rebuking someone for hypocrisy,
for keeping up a pretence when we know very well that there
is a hollowness behind it all. Maybe the Lord is rebuking
pride, calling us to humble ourselves under the mighty hand
of God. 0 that God might come to this church that we might
begin to know what the fear of God really means, that there
might be a solemnity about our worship, that the hush of God
might come upon our hearts. God grant that we might cease
to trifle, cease to be concerned with the superficial and shallow
things that so often excite us and take up our attention for the
moment, and that we might be men and women of God con
cerned with eternal realities, and living not for ourselves and
our own whims and fancies, but living only to the praise of
the glory of the God who gave His Son that we might be
forgiven and that we might live only to His glory.

It is said of Thomas Pelt, the miser, that his pulse rose and
fell with the funds. He never lay down nor rose that he did
not bless the inventor of compound interest. His one gloomy
apartment was never brightened with coal, candle or the
countenance of a visitor, and he never ate a morsel at his own
expense. Of course he made money, for he gave himself
wholly to it; and we ought not to forget that the same single
mindedness and self-denial would make Christians rich toward
God. What is wanted in the service of Christ is the same unity
of purpose which has ruled all men who have won the object
for which they lived. He who makes God's glory the one only
aim before which all other things bow themselves, is the man
to bring honour to his Lord.-C. H. SPURGEON.

Nothing betrays so much the weakness of soul as not to
apprehend the misery of man while living 'without God in
the world'; nothing is a surer token of extreme baseness of
spirit, than not to hope for the reality of eternal promises; no
man is so stigmatised as a coward as he that acts the brass
against heaven.-BLAISE PASCAL.
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Doctrinal Definitions
PAUL TUCKER

ADOPTION

Romans 8 : 14-25; Galatians 4 : 1-7

One of the immediate benefits flowing from justification is
that of adoption into the family and household of God. The
Apostle Paul has much to say about this particular doctrine.
Romans 8: 15, Ephesians 1: 5, Galatians 4: 6. We have
received this adoption of sons. There are three kinds of adop
tion mentioned by the Apostle Paul. 1. There is the adoption
of Israel as a nation. This is a national adoption, see Romans
9 : 4. The nation Israel is referred to as God's adopted son,
and this idea is brought over from the Old Testament; see
Exodus 4 : 22-23. This thought is found again in Hosea 11 : 1.
The nation Israel sustains a peculiar and unique relationship
to God who regards Himself as Father to the nation and the
nation as His son. We are not, however, to believe that every
Israelite is a believer on the Lord Jesus Christ and therefore
a true child of God in the evangelical sense of the term; we
know that is not so, see Romans 9: 1-3, 10: 1. 2. There is
physical adoption, see Romans 8: 23. Adoption there is
related to the physical body of the believer. At the second
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ the body of the believer is to
be adopted. It is to be redeemed and related to the eternal
purposes of God. When we see the Lord Jesus, we shall be
like Him physically, like Him as to His moral qualities.
3. There is personal adoption, Romans 8 : 15, Ephesians 1 : 5,
Galatians 4 : 5. The Apostle Paul is not thinking of the soul
as distinct from the body or of the body as distinct from the
soul, but of the entire personality. He is thinking of individuals
who are believers. I want us to look at two things.

I. TIlE MEANING OF TIllS PRIVILEGE OF ADOPTION.

It is significant to find that the Apostle Paul is the only
writer in the New Testament who mentions this concept of
adoption. And he mentions it in connection with churches that
were outside Palestine. I understand from the authorities who
ought to know that whereas adoption was an ancient custom
amongst Romans and Greeks and other nations, it was not a
custom amongst the Jews. There are only three references to
adoption in the Old Testament. Moses in Pharaoh's house-
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hold; a young lad named Genubath in 1 Kings 11 : 20; and
Esther. Each of those cases happened outside Palestine, two
in Egypt and one in Persia.

The Romans and Galatians would know and understand the
meaning of the term 'adoption', and would appreciate what it
signified. Paul takes this concept and elevates it and applies it
to the believer. 'Adoption' means 'to place as a son'. It is
really a new position into which we are brought when we are
justified, we are placed as children in the family of God. Let
us try to differentiate between this doctrine and one or two
others.

1. Adoption differs from the new birth. It is vitally related
to the new birth. The new birth gives us the nature of a child
of God, and is something wrought within us, but adoption
gives us the position of a child of God. Regeneration speaks
of relationship by birth. Adoption speaks of relationship by
law. We are legally adopted into the family of God, and legally
recognised as members of the household of faith.

2. Adoption is the immediate fruit of justification. It takes
us a little further than the act of justification. Adoption teaches
us that God not only discharges us and wipes out our con
demnation, and not only imputes to us the righteousness of
Christ, and says 'You can go free, you are without condemna
tion', but He goes further and receives us as His own child
into His very household and family. So here is the answer to
those people who object to this idea of the law court, who say
that it is very legalistic and that the idea that God is a judge
and man is a poor criminal makes God so remote and almost
harsh. The answer to that is that the God who is Judge is also
the Heavenly Father. The One who grants us justification is
the same One who receives us into the family of God and gives
us the legal standing of a child of God.

Now what is tHe origin or ground of our adoption? See
Ephesians 1 : 3-5. The word 'predestinate' simply means 'to
choose your destiny in advance'. The origin of our adoption
into the family of God is the eternal, sovereign, unmerited
grace of God. God did not foresee anything in us that would
make us worthy of a place in His family, but God saw us justi
fied in Christ on the basis of the merits of the Lord Jesus
Christ who in the fulness of time died for us and rose again,
we were chosen in Him. God will fit us for the position when
we occupy the position, but we do not get into the position on
the basis of our own worthiness but on the grounds of the
worthiness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. When we are
there, we are expected to show the family likeness, we are
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expected to show the family love and characteristics, we are
expected to reflect something of the moral loveliness of Jesus,
but that is after we are placed in the family, not before.

Justification, regeneration and adoption, though they are
distinct aspects of our salvation, all take place at one and the
same time. The moment a man is born again by the Holy
Spirit he is accounted righteous in the sight of the Holy God,
and stands in the merits of his Saviour. The same moment he
is given the legal position of Sonship and is adopted into the
family of God. Even the devil himself cannot question the
standing of the new creature in Christ Jesus.

The benefit of adoption is a blessing enjoyed under the New
Covenant. It is a Gospel blessing. The Old Testament saints
had many blessings but they did not enjoy this special blessing
of adoption in the sense that we do. That is the whole argu
ment of the Apostle Paul in writing to the Galatians (3 : 24-26,
4 : 4-5). The law was our schoolmaster. The Greek word is
pedagogue, and it means a child-trainer. A minor, a young
child in the home, came under the discipline of a guardian,
who was often a trusted slave. He did not educate the child
but was responsible for his moral training and discipline. Paul
says that prior to the Gospel age, the law of God was a
disciplining agent and showed man what God expected of him.
It made him feel convicted that he fell short of God's require
ments. The purpose of the law was to prepare the way for the
Gospel, so that when it came along men would turn away from
the irksome demands of the law, which they could not fulfil in
their own strength, and would embrace the Lord Jesus Christ.
And, says the Apostle Paul to these Galatians, you have a
privilege that many of the Old Testament saints did not enjoy,
you have been brought into a full understanding of justification
through faith in Christ apart from the deeds of the law. See
Galatians 4 : 4,5. The Lord Jesus C;1me to redeem them that
were under the Law that they might receive the adoption of
sons. So it is a special blessing that you and I enjoy in this
Gospel dispensation.

H. THE RESULTS OF OUR ADOPTION.

What does adoption do for the believer that the new birth
does not do? What does adoption do for the believer that
justification in and of itself does not do? It seems to me that
Paul brings out several things here.

J. He suggests in Romans 8 that when we are placed in the
position of a son, God gives us the spirit of adoption, the sense
of filial relationship. See verse 15, Galatians 4: 6. The
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moment I am regenerated, and justified, and placed in a posi·
tion of adoption, I receive the spirit of adoption. I may not be
very learned in the doctrines of the Bible, but I have received
the spirit of adoption. I can go to God as my Heavenly Father,
address Him in the name of the Lord Jesus and I can lisp His
name. And this carries with it the thought of assurance, a
consciousness that I am a child of God (see verse 16 of
Romans 8).

2. And another result of our adoption is deliverance from
fear. Note 'For ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fear'. The spirit of bondage as opposed to the spirit
of adoption. The spirit of bondage is bondage to the law. The
law requires a maximum and absolute standard of holiness.
The moment I offend in one point I am guilty of all. Now that
brought men into bondage and wretchedness and misery; it
made them aware of their hopeless condition. The child of
God is delivered from that because Christ is the end of the law
to righteousness. The condemnation that we should have, who
have broken the law, has been taken by the Lord Jesus our
Substitute upon the cross. As Christians, we are delivered
from the bondage of the law as a means of salvation, but we
are not delivered from an obligation to keep the law as a
means of holiness and sanctification.

3. We are already heirs with Christ sharing all that He
possesses. 'If children then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ.' And what we are as children of God will not be
fully revealed until the Second Coming. That is what Paul is
saying here-oWe groan within ourselves waiting for the adop
tion, that is, the redemption of our bodies'. 'For the earnest
expectation of the creation waiteth for the manifestation of the
sons of God.' We are sons of God, but the world does not take
much notice of it, but one day there will be a manifestation
of the sons of God. All who are believers, all who are in the
family, are going to be displayed before a wondering universe,
and that is going to happen at the resurrection of the body of
the believer. The resurrection of the body will mean the adop
tion of the body to its heavenly and eternal environment. It
means that we are going to receive not this body again, but a
new and glorified body adequate to express the new life into
which we have already entered in the Lord Jesus Christ. See
Colossians 3 : 3-4.

The Romans would appreciate this very much because their
method of adoption was a double method. First of all the child
was adopted privately into the family, but then at a later age

Continued on page 192
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Russian
Reminiscences

PRINCESS SOPHIE LIEVEN

This is a continuation 01 a series drawn 1ram a
record at Evangelical work in pre-revolutionary
Russia. It was translated into English by the
author but remained unpublished tor many

years.

VISITORS FROM ABROAD
Visits of brethren coming from other countries were a great

help to us. I say 'brethren' because we called anybody who
was really a child of God brother or sister in Christ, be they
Reverend, preacher, or simple layman. At some very early
date, and certainly long before the exile of the two leaders, Dr.
Baedecker, of Weston-super-Mare, came over from England
to help in the work of evangelisation. He kept visiting Russia
until very late in his life and was much loved by the Evan
gelicals as well as by most of the people whom he met. He had
a heart full of love.

George Muller, of Bristol, the man of prayer and faith, and
father of orphans, stayed for several weeks in our home and
was of great blessing to young believers. His example and
many of his words remained for ever in the memory of those
who had heard and seen him. Many other men of God came
over from different countries to lead us deeper into the know
ledge of Christ and of His Word. A Swedish missionary and
his wife stayed with us on their way to Mongolia, and also a
dear saintly Quaker who did not forget us many, many years
later, and sent us practical help which came in the frightful
time which came over our country.

Mrs. Penn-Lewis came several times and awakened new
aspirations in our midst. Commissioner Mildred Duff, of the
Salvation Army, with her sister, and also the well-known
founder of a great mission in heathen lands, Gratton Guiness,
as well as one of his sons, visited St. Petersburg. The charm of
those days lay in the unwonted simplicity and broadminded
ness of those Christian circles. All present-day efforts to bring
about ecumenical understanding have not been able to achieve
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what God, through His Holy Spirit, attained in the hearts of
His humble children fully surrendered to Him. They loved
Christ above everything else, and therefore loved everyone
who was born of Him. They did not question to which
denomination anyone belonged. I do not remember my mother
or any of those first pioneers ever questioning whether the
'beloved brother in Christ' was of the Anglican church, or a
Methodist, or a Baptist, or anything else.

There must have been God-given discernment, or, more
probably, God's merciful protection, which kept these inex
perienced eager souls from being caught in the nets of some
false teaching. These God-sent brethren from foreign countries
taught the Russian Christians to seek not only salvation, but
also sanctification in Christ Jesus. They often wondered at the
childish questions put to them at times, and, on the other hand,
they were impressed by the real brotherly love existing among
the Christians.

George Muller, as well as most of the visitors who came
from abroad, was put up in our home. Our house, built by an
Italian architect, had belonged to a very rich prince, Demidoff
Sandonoto, who owned rich ore mines in the Ural. It had
several big halls with Italian paintings on the ceilings, with silk
lined walls and with lovely parquet floors. The malachite of
the mantlepieces and columns of the malachite hall had been
quarried in those mines of his. Next to the malachite hall was
a smaller one, which was called the Pompeian hall because of
the paper on the walls which had Pompeian designs. Dr.
Baedecker always used to occupy this Pompeian hall during his
visits to St. Petersburg. This mansion had been built for recep
tions and balls, and the smaller house next door, No. 45, which
now belonged to Prince Gagarin, had been the private dwelling
of the Demidoff family. When visitors admired our house, my
mother would always answer that it was not hers, it belonged
to the Lord and she was but His hand-maiden and happy to
open the door to any of His children.

One day. a humorous description of our meetings appeared
in one of the most important newspapers of St. Petersburg. It
went something like this: 'Strange meetings take place in
Princess Lieven's house! An old Englishman with a long white
beard gets up and speaks English with much assurance, and a
small elderly lady translates him into Russian sentence by sen
tence. In rows of chairs and armchairs before them sit side by
side a princess, a coachman, a countess, a dvornik (door
keeper), a student, a baron, a housemaid, a labourer, etc., and
listen attentively to what the Englishman says. Proceedings
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end by prayer at which they all kneel down, facing the back of
their chairs.'

Such a meeting might have seemed very funny to the writer
of the article, nevertheless it was the best proof of the unity of
the body of Christ, 'where there is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond
nor free; but Christ is all, and in all' (Colossians 3 : 11).
Neither social nor political efforts can achieve what the Spirit
of God so easily attains when He takes hold of a human heart.

When no foreign preacher was present, the meetings went on
in great simplicity. Few men of culture were left. Count
Dobrinsky went to his country seat, where he did much good,
but we saw him but rarely in St. Petersburg. Mr. Kargel, an
able preacher, was called to parish work in Finland.

He seldom came to St. Petersburg, but when he did come he
would bring us a message which encouraged us. The remain
der of the brethren had had no schooling, and though they
took great pains to search the Scriptures, their speeches were
often rather trying. I remember how sometimes a brother would
mis-read a verse and thus miss its real meaning; he would then
go on with his address built upon an imaginary teaching. We
did have some encouraging exceptions; I shall never forget an
elderly factory worker who would stand up on a Sunday morn
ing and always begin his speech in the following way: 'Dear
brethren and sisters, how can I express my gratitude and my
great joy that I who up to the age of fifty could not read a
syllable, now, since coming to Christ, have learned not only
to read but can stand here before you reading from the holy
Word of God'. There followed a short message which always
contained something that reached hearts.

If men of culture were lacking, there were quite a number of
high-born ladies who worked with great zeal. Sometimes they
would say a few words at a meetiog, but their service was
mostly confined to small gatherings for Bible study or group
work of some kind or another. Serious books by the best
Christian authors of the day, as well as Bible commentaries
and concordances, were used as help in their studies. Miss
Koslianinoff, the younger and thinner one of the two sisters,
spent many hours a day studying her Bible and was therefore
a capable teacher. Even some of the brethren listened willing
ly to her when she conducted Bible classes on certain week
nights. I well remember how she used to explain to us three
sisters all about Israel's wanderings in the wilderness, the
prophetic meaning of the Old Testament sacrifices, and of the
Tabernacle itself. These classes were held in the Malachite
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Hall. Upstairs. in the servants' quarters. Kruhse. one of the
seven sisters. used also to take Bible study. at which all willing
to do so could attend. She. too. was a most enlightened Bible
student and was much appreciated. My aunt Gagarin held a
prayer meeting every Thursday night in an 'upper room' of
her beautiful house.

Alexandra Ivanovna-Miss Peucker-was active in many
ways. When the paper she edited could no longer appear. she
put her heart into spiritual work among girls and ladies in
other circles. Even now some of them remember with grati
tude all she gave them of lasting value for life. In later years
she greatly helped in the work among students. They liked the
original and inspired way in which she would make the truths
hidden in the Bible real to them. Baron Nikolay. who had
started this work among students, greatly appreciated her
assistance. The last effort of her life was the building of a
hospital which her friend Countess Perovsky founded at her
instigation. The real purpose of this hospital was to provide
medical aid for the poorest and most miserable patients. to
bring them love and care, and to help them both physically
and spiritually. Miss Peucker had a wonderful gift for dis
covering cripples and other utterly hopeless beings. Our lead
ing brethren would be grateful for an explanation by her of
some obscure Bible passage. She had blessed experiences in
a palace where an old and blind Grand Duchess loved to hear
her talk of God's love, and listened to her songs of comfort
and hope about Jesus her Saviour.

Once. when my mother lay sick in hospital, Miss Peucker
brought her a word of comfort from this blind Grand Duchess.
This word taken from the Epistle to the Ephesians was, 'He is
our peace'. This text, written in Miss Peucker's handwriting,
always stood on my mother's desk; it had brought comfort at
the right moment. Both Madame Paschkoff and Madame
Tchertkoff. her sister. thought highly of Miss Peucker; actually
she was friend and helpmeet to Madame Tchertkoff. The latter
acquired a property on the very outskirts of the town on the
island (half of St. Petersburg was built upon islands) Vassily
Ostrov. Later on she built a hall for meetings there.

TRIED IN PERSECUTION

It is difficult for a stranger to understand Russia. On the
one hand followers of this new evangelical teaching would be
fiercely persecuted. yet at the same time we in St. Petersburg
enjoyed a certain amount of liberty. Thus, at our house meet
ings went on undisturbed, as also in the Paschkoff's house on
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the Viborgskaya, and in several apartments of believers.
Children pay little attention to this kind of thing, and get used
to conversations continually touching upon the same ques
tions which do not concern them closely. We did hear of
brethren in exile in the Caucasus, we also heard from Dr.
Baedecker how hard their life out there was. We knew about
Siberia and forced labour there, and yet it never seemed to
cross our mind to question how it came about that we enjoyed
freedom.

Having mentioned some cases of exile, I am reminded of
Countess Helena SchouvalofI and am compelled to tell that
many were helped by her interceding for them.

Count Peter SchouvalofI was chief of the police for the
whole of Russia. His wife, the Countess Helena Ivanovna,
had come to Christ through the witness of Lord Radstock.
She was a clever and most original person. The outward
appearance of the Countess had not undergone much change
and she could easily be taken for a worldly lady. Nevertheless
she was a sincere Christian with clear convictions and a true
love for her brethren and sisters in Christ whom she would
never deny before her worldly friends. The elders of our
congregation were rather severe. It once happened that they
found something reprehensible in her ways, and they decided
not to let her participate in the breaking of bread at the Sunday
morning service. Helena Ivanovna accepted this with humility
and remained at the meeting. She sat quietly while the bread
and the cup (as is the way the brethren do it) were carried past
her. After the meeting she greeted the brethren in a friendly
way and told them, 'You may exclude me if you like, but I am
nevertheless your sister!' After a certain time she was
re-admitted.

The coachman of the Countess was a Christian. The most
striking thing was that in his rooms in the basement of the
house belonging to the chief of police of the whole empire
meetings used to be held which were strictly prohibited.
Whether these took place during the Count's lifetime, or not
until after his death, I cannot say definitely.
-This 'sister' Countess made good use of her social position
in helping the exiled Stundists whenever she could. Like
Queen Esther, she would invite some high government official
to dinner, would entertain him most courteously and, when
the right moment had come, she would tell him of a case which
worried her and would finish by asking for some alleviation
or even for the liberation of some particular individual. Many
were thus helped, for quite a number of the civil servants of
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those days appreciated the fact that these exiles were no
criminals.

This makes me think of what a Christian friend
recently told me in Germany. In the lawless years after the
second world war, when nobody knew when and why he might
be sent to prison, this friend was doing manual work in a
Polish factory; at the bench next to him worked a Russian
prisoner who had once upon a time -been governor of a
Russian province. When they got to know each other and the
Russian discovered that his comrade could speak his language,
was a Christian and a Baptist, he told him: 'I really cannot
see why I used to exile and send to prison such as you are in
the days when I was a governor. Actually they were nice and
quiet people'. People often fall in with contemporary trends of
opinion without realising of whose spirit they are and then
discover, alas, too late what they have brought about.

Countess Schouvaloff's friends were so used to her ways that
they were expecting her to intercede for some prisoner or
other, so much so that one day a high placed dignitary sitting
next to her at table, turned to her and asked, 'Well, Countess,
how many do you want from me today, one or more?'

Now follows the tale of a true incident. On a hot summer's
day, on a dusty main road a large number of prisoners are
trudging wearily along, escorted by armed soldiers. Suddenly
they see a cloud of dust rising on the horizon, and soon they
discern a carriage driven by three horses, the Russian 'troika',
overtaking them at full speed. A uniformed figure stands erect
in the carriage and they recognise the Vice-Governor of that
province. He calls out a name and asks, 'Is this man here?'
'Yes, your Excellency!' answers the sergeant. 'Fetch him!'
The stupefied prisoner leaves the ranks of his comrades and
walks towards the Vice-Governor's carriage, and is made to
get into it. 'Paskol!' (away you go), and 'away at a gallop the
troika disappears. Soon the prisoners see nothing but a cloud
of dust and continue their painful journey, wondering what it
was all about. This happened because the Governor of a
Province had received an order from St. Petersburg to allow
prisoner 'A' to proceed privately to his place of exile in the
Caucasus and not by route march under military escort. The
order had come after the column had left the town, but as
orders had to be obeyed, the Vice-Governor was sent to pick
up this prisoner and to take him to the nearest railway station.
This order was a result of the intercession of Countess Helena
Schouvaloff. Such things could happen in the old Russia.
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This Christian exile spent many years in the Caucasus. His
charming wife, together with their young daughter, followed
him shortly to his place of exile. Their son remained in St.
Petersburg and was brought up in my aunt's house; later he
became one of her servants. After many years of exile the
family was allowed to return and this same brother 'A' was
chosen as elder in the second evangelical church in St. Peters
burg and retained that position until his death. Both his son
and daughter are sincere Christians.

Until 1905 the whole of the Evangelical Movement was sub
jected to severe control and restriction. When young people in
tending to be married refused to go to the Greek Orthodox
church for the ceremony and were blessed by the elders of their
own community, their marriage was officially considered
illegal. In those days no civil marriage ceremony existed in
Russia, and so the poor bride retained her maiden name and
had to bear the disgrace in the eyes of the world. Nevertheless
they kept on with courage and fidelity.

The printing of new hymn books was not permitted, but as
the number of hymns increased with every year, some kind
friends took to writing them by hand, both words and music.
We had no typewriters then. For many a year we went on sing
ing from these hand-written hymn books which increased in
volume as time went on. A new hymn would be translated, or
an original one written, and both my brothers were among
those who did this. One of them wrote several hymns, to
which my second sister composed the music.

On our way home from a journey to Switzerland in 1890 we
stopped in Berlin. Our mother took us to a Sunday School in
a meeting hall in the Wilhelmstrasse, which belonged to a well
known Christian worker, Miss van Bllicher. There we heard
the children sing a joyful song, 'Let our hearts be always
happy, blissful sunshine every day .. .'; we liked it so much
that my eldest sister translated it into Russian and we sang it
ever after in our Sunday School in St. Petersburg. This song
went all over Russia and was sung in all existing Sunday
Schools and in many other meetings.

We started a Sunday School very early. Our governess, Miss
Klassovsky, conducted one in our home when we were quite
small, and I remember helping in this work when I was about
nine years old.

It was easy enough to find children, as most of our servants
had families. Our butler had seven, one of the servants had
two, our dvornik Ca responsible yard man) had six, the hall
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porter had five, and my aunt's coachman, next door, had five.
A few church members were also glad to send their children
to us.

Each of us three girls was responsible for a class. I had
mine in one of the halls; I cannot say that I was always
successful in making things clear to my class. I remember one
day trying to explain the meaning of a Christian hymn to my
girls. Seeing that they did not understand what 'good tidings'
meant, I tried an illustration. I said that if, for instance, I
called out 'Soldiers are coming with their band', that would be
good tidings. (I knew they all loved military music and always
ran to see the band which often passed our house.) The child
ren seemed to grasp my explanation, but when I asked them
what 'good tidings' meant, they gleefully cried out, 'Good
tidings means the band is coming!' I trust that in time I found
a better way of explaining things to a Sunday School class.

My second sister had her class on the steps of the quaint
staircase leading to our gymnasium. Our Sunday School had
grown to such proportions that we had to find suitable
accommodation for different groups. The boys sat in rows on
the steps in front of her. Among those boys was a fair, round
headed little fellow called Kolya (short for Nicholas). In later
years he became an inspired preacher, at first in Estonia, then
in central Russia, in Manchuria, also in Finland, and finally in
the U.s.A., where he was at the head of a large mission. There
he was known as Rev. Nicolas Poysti. A few years ago he
was called Home. His two sons continue the work. A little
while before his death in 1948, he came over to Europe on a
mission tour, and visited us, Colonel Paschkoff's two daughters
and me, in Paris. He was so pleased to hear me call him
'Kolya', for since my mother's death nobody had called him
that.

Now I go back again to fifty years.. As the years pass.
new and more able personalities were added to the group of
believers in St. Petersburg. Men of culture were of great help
and the brethren themselves grew in knowledge and spiritual
experience. Ivan Veniaminovitch Kargel, that blessed servant
of God, returned to St. Petersburg and settled down in a flat in
our house. Although this was now his home, he was often
away. He used to accompany Dr. Baedecker, the aged saint,
on his journeys through Siberia.

Dc. Baedecker visited prisons in Russia proper, as well as in
Siberia, and he travelled as far as the Sachalin peninsula. He
distributed portions of the Gospel, New Testaments and tracts
and spoke to the prisoners of God and of His love, of sin.
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repentance and forgiveness. Brother Kargel translated him
into Russian. Dr. Baedecker had a wonderful way of winning
the sympathy and confidence of the government. And, strange
to say, the official powers never put any obstacles in his way.
This may be attributed to his wise behaviour. Dr. Baedecker
made no propaganda in foreign countries, he collected no
money for his mission, nor did he take abroad any criticism of
Russian ways or errors. He preferred telling the local powers
themselves straight out when he saw something that seemed
wrong to him. All this must have been easier in those days,
things have changed since then.

It was hardly necessary to look for funds; the Russian
friends were rich enough and gave the necessary money for
every Christian endeavour most generously. If anybody in
England was willing to help, too, it would only be personal
friends of Dr. Baedecker's and there was no need to ask them.
However this may have been, God's hand was over this faith
ful servant of His.

How often, as quite a small child, I remember myself sitting
on his knees at morning prayers and studying his long beard
and the fine black cord of his eyeglasses hidden in it. He used
to give us children pretty little cards with texts which he
brought over from England and we liked to have these. His
favourite text was 'Bog lyoobov', which means 'God is love'.
With these words be often greeted the congregation.

Baron Paul Nikolay was another whom we appreciated very
much. When he came to our meeting on a Sunday morning, he
would always bring a short clear message which contained
some deep thought and remained in the memory of the hearers.
His friend, Alexander Maximofsky, Secretary to tbe Imperial
Council, was also often asked to say a word; what he said was
always good and right but not as striking and memorable as
was Baron Nikolay's short message..

(To be continued)
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The Miracle
of Prayer

H. P. WOTTON

If we saw pigs fly, fish walk, or elephants climbing trees, we
would say that these things were miracles because they would
all be moving outside their natural spheres of activity. But
can it be proved that prayer is miraculous because it is not
natural for men to pray?

Let us, then, look at the prayer history, or no-prayer history,
of a person to prove that it is not natural for men to pray. He
may be you, or I, or someone else, and as you read and think
back over the years you will no doubt agree with what follows:

When a child is born the first thing it usually does is to cry.
Who can wonder at this? But it does not cry to God. It is
natural for it not to do so. It cries for its mother, and if its
cries were in any other direction than that of mother or the
person caring for it people would wonder what was wrong.
And if, when the child grew a little older, it did not do the
things natural for children to do, if, instead of looking down to
puddles and mud, it looked up to heaven and God, people
would look on this phenomenon as they would on a miracle,
and say, 'What a lovely child, but it is too good for this world';
and they would not be surprised if it were taken ill and died.

When the child grows old enough to go to Sunday school, do
the hymns he is taught to sing and the prayers he is taught to
pray appeal to him? You would not think so if you were to
observe him closely during the time of prayer. You would be
bound to conclude that he has already made up his mind that
prayer is irrelevant, for though his head is bowed, his eyes are
not closed, and if he is not busily engaged in nudging his neigh
bour, he is giggling, whispering, imitating the teacher, or play
ing with a piece of string. And when, finally, it comes to all
saying the Lord's prayer, he joins with the other children in
gabbling it through as quickly as possible. All of which is
strong indication that it is not natural for him to pray.

When the boy grows older the tendency of his life is, of
course, in accordance with his natural inclinations, which are
not towards God and prayer, and so when he reaches a certain
age he may decide that he is now too old for Sunday school.

..
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He is on the way to becoming a man, and he will put away
childish things.

Then, when the boy becomes a young man the tendency and
general trend of his life continues as before, though it is
directed into different channels. It is towards the world and
the many exciting things it has to offer, but away from God,
who alone can give him true happiness and peace. But if he
still retains the Christian label, he can no more be a true
Christian if he worships the world than he can be if he
worships a crocodile.

But what if something happens in his life to make him to
right-about-turn? What if he meets with Christ as Saul met
with Him on the road to Damascus? What if a sudden con
version causes the prayerless man to become a man of prayer?
Would the world say that a miracle had occurred, or would it
not rather say that the man had taken leave of his senses?

John Bunyan, in The Pilgrim's Progress, gives a vivid picture
of the awakening of Christian to see the misery of his condition
as a sinner and as a prayerless man. Awakened, he turns his
back on the City of Destruction, and cries. 'What shall I do?'
He then warns his wife and children of their danger. But what
is their reaction? Bunyan tells us in his book-

'At this his relations were sore amazed; not that they
believed that what he said to them was true, but because they
thought that some frenzy distemper had got into his head;
therefore, it being towards night, and they hoping that sleep
might settle his brains, with all haste they got him to bed. But
the night was as troublesome to him as the day; wherefore
instead of sleeping, he spent the night in sighs and tears. So
when the morning was come, they would know how he did,
and he told them worse and worse. He also set to talking to
them again, but they began to be hardened. They also thought
to drive away his distemper by harsh and surly carriages to
him: sometimes they would chide; and sometimes they would
quite neglect him. Wherefore he began to retire himself to his
chamber to pray for and pity them, and also to condole his
own misery; he would also walk solitarily in the fields, some
times reading, and sometimes praying, and thus for some days
he spent his time.' All of which proved that Christian's
experience was entirely outside his relations' understanding.

By way of further illustration, let us suppose the case of a
man who had the misfortune, through illness or accident, to
spend many years of his life in a coma. Everything humanly
possible had been done to awaken him out of it, but all was
of no avail. Then, one day, without human aid, he suddenly
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awoke out of his long, deep sleep. Would not those who saw
it say that a miracle had occurred? But this circumstance can
hardly be compared with the awakening of a man from
spiritual death to spiritual life. No wonder Christian's wife
could not understand her husband's prayers, for he had been
awakened to see a kingdom that he now wanted to know was
his, and of which his wife knew nothing, for 'except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God'.

The miracle of prayer, then, is the miracle of the new birth.
o unregenerate man can offer true, spiritual, acceptable

prayer to God, for 'the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned'
(I Corinthians 2 : 14).

'Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
Disturb this sleep of death;

Quicken the smouldering embers now
By Thine Almighty breath.'

-Albert Midlane.

They that are written in the eternal leaves of heaven shall
never be wrapped in the cloudy sheets of darkness. A man
may have his name written in the chron'icles, yet lost; written
in durable marble, yet perish; written on a monument equal
to a Colossus, yet be ignominious; written on the hospital
gates, yet go to hell; written on his own house, yet another
come to possess it. All these are but writings in the dust, or
upon the waters, where the characters perish as soon as they
are made. They no more prove a man happy than the fool
could prove Pontius Pi/ate a saint because his name was
written in the creed. But they that are written in heaven are
sure in inherit it.-THOMAS AnAMS.
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To God be the Glory
WAYNE MACK

When Christ died, He died not simply to make redemption
a possibility but to make redemption a certainty. He did not
simply die to make man redeemable, He died to redeem. He
did not simply die to make man reconcilable, He died to
reconcile. There was no limit to the potential sufficiency of the
blood of Jesus Christ. It was 'precious blood'. There was no
limit to the desperate need of man for the blood of Jesus
Christ, for 'all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God'. There was no limit to the free offer of the gospel to all
men. It is our responsibility to preach the gospel to every
creature. And there is no limit to the efficacy of the blood of
Jesus Christ to save all those whom God is pleased to save.

RULES FOR UNDERSTANDING

If a passage of Scripture seems to militate against a definite
or a certain redemption, the arguments will usually disinte
grate if you keep in mind three things. First of all, we must
pay attention to the context in which the verse of Scripture is
found. Many of our problems in Bible interpretation come
from lifting a verse out of its context. We accuse the Jehovah's
wtitnesses of doing this. We accuse other cultists of doing this,
yet I am afraid that sometimes we're guilty of doing this.
Secondly, we must let Scripture interpret Scripture. We
must never come to the Word of God and read our ideas
into the Scripture. We must never come to the Word of
God with our own definitions. Take the Word of God.
get a good concordance and compare Scripture with Scrip
ture. The Bible says that we should compare Spiritual
things with Spiritual things. We should line up passages
of Scripture alongside of other passages of Scripture and
let the Bible interpret itself. Thirdly, we should interpret
every passage of Scripture, every book of the New Testament
or Old Testament in the light of its historical setting. We need

;; to look at the Bible in terms of the culture, in terms of the
customs, in terms of historical setting in which it was written.
Some of the problems we have with some Bible passages are
that we try to read the New Testament or the Old Testament
in the light of the historical setting in which we live. But we
need to find out what was true historically. We need to dis-

This article is reprinted from the Sword and Trowel, published
at p.a. Box 5, Allentown, Pa., 18105, U.S.A.
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cover the specific problems with which each book was dealing.
The book of Galatians was dealing with a specific problem.
The book of Colossians was dealing with a specific problem.
We need to understand the historical background of every
book of the New Testament or Old Testament if we are to
interpret them properly. If we give heed to these three rules
of Bible interpretation, if we are willing to receive whatever
the Holy Spirit would teach us, if we will apply ourselves to
the study of the Word of God and search diligently through
the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit will reward our study with the
knowledge of the truth.

HOW WE COME TO A KNOWLEGDE OF THE TRUTH

I suggest that you read Proverbs 2: 1-5, because in this
passage the Bible tells us how we come to a knowledge of the
truth, how we come to the fear of God. It says in verse one
that if we are going to come to a knowledge of the truth, to a
knowledge of the fear of God, we must be willing to receive
whatever the Word of God has to say. Please, let us never
come to the Bible with our prejudices. Let us never come to
the Word of God with our hearts or our minds steeled against
anything the Bible has to say. Let's come with an openness.
with a willingness, to receive whatever the Scriptures have to
say. The same passage says that if we want to have a know
ledge of God, we must cry after it. We are going to have to
seek after it as we seek after silver. W!e are going to have to
seek after it as we seek for hid treasures. Now silver or gold
in our day does not come very easily, and it came even harder
back in the time of Solomon, who wrote the book of Proverbs.
He said, if we are going to know what the Bible says, what
God wants us to know, we are going to have to seek just as we
would for silver. We must apply ourselves. It is going to take
energy, it is going to take effort, it is going to take study, it is
going to take mental perspiration. And then it says that we
are going to have to apply ourselves just as a man applies him
self when he is seeking for 'hid' treasures. The word hid
treasures stands out. It suggests that if we are going to know
what the Bible has to say, we cannot simply pick up our Bibles
and casually read them and expect it to come filtering into our
minds. We cannot put our Bibles under our pillows at night
and expect to get a knowledge of the Word of God by the
process of osmosis. It does not come that way. We need to
seek after a knowledge of the Word of God just as we would
after 'hid' treasure. Hid treasure is not lying out there in the
field in the open. You do not walk through the field and all of
a sudden there it is all around you. No, hid treasure is hid
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treasure, and if we are going to find it we are going to have
to look very diligently. And that is what God says about a
study of the Word of God. If we are lazy, if we do not want
to apply ourselves to the Word of God, we need not expect
that God's Word is going to reveal its treasures and its truths
to us. This means looking at the context. This means com
paring Scripture with Scripture. This means doing a little
investigation to discover what the historical background of the
passage is.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

Now in this paper, we want to consider the question, 'Is it
important that we believe in and preach a certain redemption,
and if so, why?' There are some who tell us that it is not
really important whether we believe that Christ really re
deemed or just made man redeemable. They say, 'What is all
the fuss about anyway? Why should we be concerned about
the minutiae of doctrine?' They say, 'This is a tempest in a
teapot. You are making something important which really is
not important. What difference does it make?' Beloved, I
think you need to realise that we are living in a day which is
not simply neutral about doctrine, it is anti-doctrine. The
moment that you say the word 'doctrine' to some people, they
say, 'Oh, doctrine, doctrine, doctrine'. But never be afraid of
doctrine, because the Bible says, 'All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine', and we ought
to be concerned about doctrine. We ought to want to know
what the Bible has to say about different issues and different
matters. Now I'm of the conviction that it's tremendously
important as to whether Christ died a death that makes man
redeemable or a death that really redeems. I do not believe
that it is simply a tempest in a teapot. I believe that we ought
to believe in a definite redemption and preach a certain
redemption for the following reasons:

THE MANDATE OF SCRIPTURE

First of all, we ought to believe in a definite redemption
because of the mandate of Scripture. I've already mentioned
one verse of Scripture in 2 Timothy 3 : 16. 'All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God' and all Scripture 'is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works'. Now if part of that all Scrip
ture is certain or definite redemption, then that 'all Scripture'
that has to do with this subject is profitable. And if it is
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profitable, it ought to be preached, and it ought to be believed.
The Bible gives a commission to all who preach the word in

2 Timothy 4 : 2. It says, 'Preach the Word, be instant in
season, out of season, reprove, rebuke, with all longsuffering
(and here is that word) and doctrine'. With all longsuffering
and doctrine. Paul, when he writes to his young friend, Titus,
says in Titus 2 : 1, 'But speak thou the things which become
sound doctrine'. In the 20th chapter of the book of Acts, Paul
met with the elders from the church at Ephesus. He says, 'And
now behold, I know that ye all among whom I have gone
preaching the kingdom of God shall see my face no more'.
I am never again going to have an opportunity to preach the
Word of God to you, says Paul. Then he goes on and says,
'Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from
the blood of all men'. I am pure from the blood of any of you.
You cannot point a finger at me and say that I did not preach
to you, I did not teach you what you ought to know. Then he
says in verse 27, 'For (here's why I'm free from the blood of
all men) I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel
of God'. Not just a few little points, but I have shared with
you all the counsel of God, and because I have shared with
you all the counsel of God, I am free from the blood of all of
you.

Then, too, we must take into account the words of our
Lord Jesus when He said, 'Go ye into all the world and teach
all nations', and then He tells us what we ought to teach. He
says, 'Teach them all things whatsoever I have commanded
you, and 10, I am with you alway even to the end of the
world'. Teach them all things, everything I've commanded
you. That means John 6: 37-44, John 6: 65, and the many
other passages where Jesus spoke of a definite and a certain
redemption such as John 10 and John 17. So if we are going
to fulfill our Scriptural commission to preach the whole coun
sel of God, it will involve preaching definite or certain
redemption.

IT MAGNIFIES GOD

Secondly, I believe that we ought to preach and believe in
definite redemption because it magnifies God. This is the
purpose for which everything exists. Revelation 4 : 11 says,
'Thou art worthy to receive honour and glory and power, for
thou hast created all things and for thy pleasure they are and
were created'. The Bible tells us in Proverbs 16: 4 that God
'has made all things for Himself, yea, even the wicked for the ..
day of evil'. The Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 10: 31 that,
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'Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do
aiL to the glory of God'. The Bible tells us that when the Lord
Jesus was about to go to the cross, He said, 'I have glorified
thee on earth, I have finished the work that thou gavest me to
do'. The Lord Jesus came. What was His primary purpose
for coming? His primary purpose for coming was to do the
Father's will, and by doing the Father's will to bring glory to
the Father. Jesus, when He finished His course here on earth,
could say, 'I have glorified thee here on earth, I have finished
the work thou gavest me to do'. This should be our concern
as well. But how does definite redemption magnify God?

IT MAGNIFIES THE WISDOM OF GOD

Well, first of all, preaching and believing definite redemption
magnifies the Wisdom of God. In Romans, chapter 1 through
chapter 11, we have the greatest Biblical treatise on the subject
of redemption. Paul deals with the need of redemption and
then the provision of redemption, and then he deals, in
Romans, chapter 9 through chapter 11, with the sovereignty
of God in redemption. It is interesting to notice how he brings
this passage on redemption to a conclusion. As he thinks of
God's great work of redemption, his heart just fills up and
wells up within him, and he cries, '0 the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearch
able are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! For
who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath been
His counsellor? Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall
be recompensed unto him again?' One of the things that
impresses Paul as he considers God's great redemption is the
wisdom of God that is displayed in His redemption.

HIS WISDOM IN CREATION

God has displayed His wisdom in creation. 'The heavens
declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth forth His
handywork.' God has displayed His wisdom in providence,
for God is ruling and reigning and the Bible says He is going
to bring all things to His consummation, to His conclusion.
History is really His story. But the greatest revelation we have
of the wisdom of God is to be found in redemption. Speaking
of this, Jude says in verse 25, 'To the only wise God our
Saviour'. Oh, the wisdom of God that is displayed in salvation.
God's wisdom is revealed in planning redemption. In eternity
past God planned the redemption of His people and in this
we see God's wisdom. God's wisdom is revealed in the provi
sion of redemption-Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God,
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coming as the lamb of God to take away the sins of the world.
But, beloved, the wisdom of God is also seen in the complete
success of redemption. When Jesus died, God's plan of
redemption was a total, it was a complete success. Certainly
God's wisdom is revealed when we realise that God r!ot only
was able to devise the plan of redemption, God was not only
able to provide redemption, He was able also to ensure that
that plan of redemption, that that provision of redemption
would be a complete success, that it would accomplish the
purpose which He had purposed it to accomplish. Isaiah
53 : 11 says, 'By His knowledge shall my righteous servant
justify many'. God did not leave the results of His Son's
mission to blind chance. He determined from before the
foundations of the world that the mission of His Son would
be a success, that those for whom He died would be redeemed.
The wisdom of God is seen in this. Our God is wise enough to
plan redemption, to provide redemption, and then to see to it
that that redemption accomplishes the purpose which He had
in mind.

HIS WISDOM IN PROVIDING REDEMPTION

Turn if you will to Romans 10: 14-17, where Paul says,
'How then shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed?' Verse 13 says, 'For whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved'. But here is the problem.
says Paul. 'How then shall they call on him in whom they
have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without
a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent?
as it is written, how beautiful are the feet of them that preach
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!'
Notice Paul says that a person cannot call upon someone he
has not believed, and he cannot believe on someone of whom
he has not heard, and he cannot hear without a preacher, and
he cannot preach unless he is sent. Beloved, think of this. If it
is God's wiJl that every single individual be saved, and if
Glfist died for every single individual in the world, why
doesn't God see to it that every single individual in the world
hears about the Christ who died for him? Why doesn't He?
Isn't He intelligent enough? Isn't He wise enough to be able
to see to it that the plan of redemption, the provision of
redemption, is carried to every individual in the world? Did
He have enough wisdom to plan it and provide it and then did
He all of a sudden not have enough wisdom to see to it that
every individual hears about the redemption which Christ
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accomplished on the cross? Was there a breakdown in God's
plan? The death which Christ died on the cross is of no use
to a man unless he hears about it. Romans 10 : 14 says, He
cannot believe unless he hears. And if it were the will of God,
is God not intelligent enough to see to it that the message of
redemption would be carried to every single individual in the
world? Those going to hell without having a chance to be
saved are going there because the Bible says they cannot
believe on Him of whom they have not heard, and they cannot
hear without a preacher. I believe that our God is all wise. He
is wise enough not only to plan redemption, to provide redemp
tion, but also to see to it that those for whom that redemp
tion was provided are actually reached with the preaching of
the Gospel. He touches men and He sends them out as
preachers. '0 the depth,' says Paul, 'of the riches both of the
wisdom and the knowledge of God.' And it is interesting that
he says this right after he has talked about election in Romans
11. The wisdom of God is revealed in definite redemption.

IT MAGNIFIES THE POWER OF GOD

Secondly, definite redemption magnifies the Pawer of God.
When I look at man and remember that he is a sinful, frail,
and weak creature, I do not wonder that he plans things which
he never accomplishes. He is an insect of a day. He is a drop
of water in the sea of life. He is like the grass which flourishes
for a day, and then withers away and is gone and the place
thereof knows it no more. But the Bible says of God, 'All the
inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; and He doeth
according to His will among the army of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of earth: and none can stay His hand, or say
unto Him, what doest thou?' The Bible says, 'Ah, Lord God,
behold thou hast made the heavens and the earth, and by thy
great power and by thy outstretched arm and there is nothing
too hard for thee'. The Bible tells us that 'Our God is in the
heavens: He hath done whatsoever He pleased'. The Bible
tells us 'the arm of the Lord is not shortened so that it cannot
save'. The Bible tells us, 'Thy people shall be willing in the
day of thy power' (Psalm 110 : 3). The Bible says, 'The king's
heart is in the hand of the Lord. He turneth it whithersoever
He will, as the rivers of water'. If Christ died for everyone
without exception, and if it is the will of God that all should
be saved, then are we not saying that God does not have the
power to accomplish His will? Are we not saying that man is
more powerful and mighty than Almighty God? For little
man can throw his fist in the face of a God who created the
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universe, and stymie God in His will and in His plans. I tell
you the glory of God is involved in this matter, and if we
preach a redemption which does less than redeem and a salva
tion which does less than save, we are robbing God of His
power. The Bible says, 'He doeth all things after the counsel
of His own will' (Ephesians 1 : 11). Isaiah 46, the latter part
of verse 9 through verse 11, says, 'I am God, and there is none
else; 1 am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end
from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are
not yet done, saying, my counsel shall stand and 1 will do all
my pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man
that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have
spoken it, 1 will also bring it to pass; 1 have purposed it, 1 will
also do it. My counsel shall stand and I shall do all my good
pleasure'. So 1 believe in a definite and certain redemption
because it magnifies the power of God.

IT MAGNIFIES THE JUSTICE OF GOD

Thirdly, 1 believe in a definite and certain redemption
because it magnifies the Justice of God. The Bible says in
Galatians three, verse 13, 'Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us'. The Bible says
in 1 Peter 2, verse 24, 'Who his own self bare our sins in hjs
own body on the tree, that we being dead to sins, should live
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed'. The
Bible says that Christ Jesus 'came not to be ministered unto
but to minister and to give His life a ransom for many'. Listen
to these three verses: 'Christ was made a curse for us. Christ
bare our sins in His own body on the tree (this doesn't say that
He went to the tree to make it possible for our sins to be borne
away. It says that He bare them on the tree), Christ was the
ransom for our sins'. The very word 'ransom' conveys with it
the idea that a price has been paid and that price has been
accepted. It is not a ransom unless it's been accepted. Jesus
did give a ransom on the cross and that ransom was accepted
by Almighty God. Therefore those for whom He gave that
ransom must be released, or God is requiring two penalties for
the same sin, two penalties for the same crime.

A COVENANT

Oh, but some people say, men can refuse to accept that
ransom that was paid. Friends, listen to me, this is to miss the
point of Calvary. When Jesus Christ died on the cross on
Calvary He died in fulfilment of the Father's will. The Father
made a covenant, an agreement with His Son, that His Son

..
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would die and that the people for whom He would die would
be redeemed, and in the course of time actually given the gift of
repentance and saving faith, and at the end of their days here
on earth, be taken to heaven. This was the Father's agreement
with the Son. It was not an agreement between man and God.
Men had nothing to do with it, apart from the fact that men
were the sinners for whom Jesus died. This was a covenant
between Almighty God, the Father, and Almighty God, the
Son, and in that covenant God the Father promised to His Son
a people. In the course of time Jesus Christ, God the Son,
came to die for those people, and in the course of time, God
the Holy Spirit comes to lay His hands on those people and to
draw them to the Christ who died for them on the cross. Jesus
Christ laid down His life as a ransom. Don't rob that word
of its meaning. The payment was accepted by God.

TIlE GOOD SHEPHERD

Look with me at just a few verses of Scripture where you
see this brought out very clearly. John 10 : 11, 16, 26-29. 'I
am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep.' In verse 16, He says, 'And other sheep I have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring (there is
nothing questionable, there is nothing optional about this. He
says all those sheep for whom I died I am going to bring, them
I must bring), they shall (nothing questionable, nothing
optional) hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, and one
shepherd'. Verse 27, He says, 'My sheep hear my voice and
I know them, and they follow me' (there is nothing question
able, there is nothing optional about this. In the course of time
God is powerful, God is wise enough to cause His sheep to
hear His voice and to follow the Lord Jesus Christ). 'And
I give unto them eternal life, they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which
gave them me, is greater than all: and no man is able to pluck
them out of my Father's hand.'

In John, the 6th chapter, verses 37 through 40, the covenant
which God made with His Son is revealed. In this passage we
are told that God gave to His Son a people. Jesus says, 'All
that the Father giveth me shall come to me'. All that the
Father giveth to me, not just some of them, but 'all that the
Father giveth to me shall come to me: and him that cometh to
me I will in no wise cast out'. Never read the second part of
that verse without reading the first part of that verse. Those
that come are those that have been given. And everyone that
comes certainly will be received. Verse 38, 'For I came down
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from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that
sent me'. Well, what is the will of the Father? Here it is in
verse 39, 'And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that
of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last day'. It is the Father's will that I
should lose none of those whom He hath given to me.

This is a certain, a definite redemption. All of those whom
the Father has given will come to me, and this is the will of
Him that sent me. Well, how do we know that we are among
those who have been given to Jesus Christ? How do we know?
Here it is in verse 40, 'And this is the will of him that sent me,
that everyone which seeth the Son (with the eye of faith), and
believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise
him up at the last day'. How do we know that we are among
those who have been given to the Son by the Father? We
know it because in the course of time God the Holy Spirit
touches our spiritual eyes and enables us to see glory in Jesus
Christ and to believe on Him. This is how we know we are
among the elect. This is how we know we are among those
who were given to the Lord Jesus and for whom Jesus died.
Everyone who believes is among those for whom Jesu died,
who were given to Jesus before the foundation of the world.
And I say that God gave these people to Jesus Christ, God
promised them to Jesus Christ on the basis of the fact that
Jesus would die for them. God will not allow any of them to
go to hell. God would not require two penalties for the same
crime, two penalties for the same sin. So I believe in a definite
and a certain redemption because I believe in a just God.
I believe in a God of justice who does that which is absolutely
right. He would never require two penalties for the same sin.
for the same crime.

IT MAGNIFIES TIIE LOVE OF GOD

Now, fourthly, I believe in a definite redemption because it
magnifies the Love at God. There are some people who have
the idea that to say that God loves everybody really magnifies
God's love. They say, 'It makes me feel so good to think that
God loves everybody just the same, and that Christ died for
everybody just the same'. And at first glance, there is some
thing tremendously appealing about an indefinite, universal.
provisional atonement for every man on the condition of his
believing. But upon closer investigation we discover that this
does not magnify the love of God. It really depreciates the
love of God. It makes God's love little more than good wishes,
good intentions. or general benevolence. Suppose my children

"
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were being held by a cruel villain in bondage, and I know that
their lives were in danger. And suppose I had the power to
rescue these children from the bondage in which they were
being held, and yet, instead of actually going to them, taking
hold of them and personally bringing them out from the place
of bondage, and actually securing their deliverance, I sent a
note or I sent a provision and said now if you'll do thus and
such and the other thing, if you'll follow these instructions and
accept this advice and accept these things which I am about to
give to you, you can deliver yourself. In which way would
I be showing more love to my children? By allowing them to
fight their way out of that villain's grip, or by actually going
and releasing and bringing them out personally?

THE OBJECTS OF GOD'S LOVE

I ask you, does it magnify the love of God to say that God
did all that He could to make the salvation of everybody
possible, but does not do all that He can to make the salvation
of anybody a certainty? Does that magnify the love of God?
Does it magnify the love of God to say that He wishes every
body to be saved and He has the power to save everybody and
yet He actually saved nobody because it is all dependent on
man? Does that magnify the love of God? Does it magnify
the love of God to say that God sent His Son into the world
to suffer and die for all men, and then does not do all that is
in His power to ensure that those sufferings accomplish their
purpose? What about God's love for His Son? Would He
allow His Son to suffer and pay the penalty for every man's
sin and then allow anyone for whom His beloved Son suffered
to go to hell? I think not. God is jealous for the glory of His
Son. Does I John 3 : I say, 'Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that all of us should have an
opportunity to be saved, that all of us should have an oppor
tunity to become a son of God'? That is not what it says. It
says, 'Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God'. John says
God loved us in a special and peculiar way; different from the
way that He loves anybody and everybody else in that He
actually calls us and gives us the right to be the sons of God.

If you believe in an indefinite, provisional redemption you
must believe that God loved Peter no more than He loved
Judas. You must believe that God loves his saints no more
than He loves those who are in hell at this very moment suffer
ing the wrath of God. This robs the love of God of its content
and makes it little more than good wishes or general benevo-
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lenee. The Bible says, 'Christ loved the church and gave
Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it by the
washing of the water of the Word, and that He might present it
unto Himself a glorified church, not having spot or wrinkle.
that we might be holy, and without blame before Him in love'.

Christ loved the church in a special way, in a peculiar way.
And for whom did He give Himself? He gave Himself for the
church. And who makes up the church? The church is com
posed of all whom God in eternity chose to bring to His Son.
Every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ! Have you ever con
sidered what Revelation 1 : 5 and 6 says? Don't stop at a
comma, go on. It says in Revelation 1 : 5 and 6, 'Unto Him
that loved us, washed us from our sins in His blood, and hath
made us to be kings and priests unto God and His Father'.
Those whom God loves He washes, and those whom He
washes, He makes to be kings and priests before our God
for ever. You cannot differentiate. The 'us' is the same. You
cannot say one 'us' refers to this group and another 'us' refers
to another group. It is the same group of people. Whom did
He love? He loved us. Who were the 'us' that He loved?
Those whom He washed in His own blood, those whom He
made kings and priests unto our God for ever. So I believe
in a eertain and definite redemption because it puts content
into the love of God and it magnifies the love of God.

IT MAGNIFIES THE PERSON AND WORK OF JESUS CHRIST

Thus far, we have seen that we should believe in definite
redemption because of the mandate of Scripture; secondly, we
should believe it because it glorifies God, and we listed four
different ways that it glorifies God. Thirdly, we should believe
in a definite and certain redemption because it magnifies and
glorifies the Person and Work of Jesus Christ. We often sing
'Jesus Never Fails, Heaven and earth may pass away, but
Jesus never fails'. But if indefinite redemption is true, then we
should never sing this song again. Isaiah 53 : 10, II says that
His soul was made an offering for sin, the pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in His hand, by my righteous servant He shall
justify many. It says that He shall see the travail of His soul
and shall be satisfied. The pleasure of the Lord is going to
be accomplished or fulfilled by His hand. Now if Jesus died
for every single individual in the world, this means that if any
of these for whom He died go to hell, as far as they are con
cerned, His mission was a failure. Then we should never sing
'Jesus Never Fails', because as far as they are concerned He
failed. If when Jesus Christ died on the cross He died for all
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men without exception, then He died for those who were
already in hell when He came, and at least for these, His
mission was in vain. If Jesus died for all men without excep
tion, He died for those men who were slain in the fire and
brimstone which God rained upon the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrha. If Jesus died for all men without exception, then
Jesus died for those men who were killed in the flood of the
Old Testament, and for them His mission was in vain because
their eternal destiny was sealed and settled when they were
cast into hell. No one ever leaves hell once they are in it. And
if Jesus Christ died for all men, then this means that He died
in vain for millions of people who either have heard and
rejected the gospel message or have never heard. Some time
ago in a religious magazine, one man who believes in an
indefinite redemption made this statement. 'The triune God
has done, is doing, always will do all that triune God can do
to save every man, woman and child on this earth. What is
hell? It is an infinite negation, it is infinite chaos and it is
more than that, I tell you, and I say it with profound rever
ence, hell is a ghastly monument to the failure of the triune
God to save the multitudes who are there. I say it reverently,
I say it with every nerve in my body tense, sinners go to hell
because God Almighty Himself cannot save them. He did all
He could. He failed!' Now most people who believe in an
indefinite provisional redemption would never make a state
ment like that, but if they are logical, that is what they must
say. God has done all that He can. He failed. J. 1. Packer, in
his introduction to the book, Death of Death in the Death of
Jesus Christ, says this: 'When we come to preach the Gospel,
we want rightly to proclaim Christ as Saviour, yet we end up
saying Christ, having made salvation possible, has left us to
become our own saviour. It comes about in ,this way. We
want to magnify the saving grace of God and the saving power
of Christ, so we declare that God's redeeming love extends to
every man, and that Christ has died to save every man, and we
proclaim that the glory of divine mercy is to be measured by
these facts. And then in order to avoid universalism, we have
to depreciate all that we were previously extolling; and to
explain that after all nothing that God and Christ have done
can save us unless we add something to it. The decisive factor
which actually saves us is our own 'believing. When we say
this, what we say comes to this: Christ saves us with our help,
and what that means when one thinks it out is this-we save
ourselves with Christ's help. This is a hollow anti-climax. But
if we start by affirming that God has a saving love for all and
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universalists, there is nothing else we can say. And let us be
clear on what we have done when we have put the matter in
this fashion. We have not exalted grace and the cross, we have
cheapened them. We have denied that Jesus Christ's death. as
such, is sufficient to save any of them.' And so I believe and
preach a certain redemption because I believe that it exalts the
person and work of Jesus Christ.

WHICH EXALTS JESUS CHRIST MORE?

I ask you, which exalts Jesus Christ more? To say that He
died to make redemption possible or to say that He actually
accomplished redemption? Which exalts Jesus Christ more? ....
To say that He perfectly paid the penalty and thus secured our
redemption or to say that He potentially satisfied the wrath of
God but it all depends upon the choice of the sinner as to
whether or not His mission will be successful? The Bible says,
'He shall see the travail of His soul and He shall be satisfied'.
The Bible says, 'All that the Father hath given me shall come
to me'. 'Christ has for sin atonement made, What a wonderful
Saviour! We are redeemed! the price is paid! What a wonder-
ful Saviour! I praise Him for the cleansing blood. What a
wonderful Saviour! That reconciled my soul to God. What a
wonderful Saviour! He cleansed my heart from all its sin,
Wlhat a wonderful Saviour! And now He reigns and rules
therein; What a wonderful Saviour! He gives me overcoming
power, What a wonderful Saviour! And triumph in each
trying hour; What a wonderful Saviour! What a wonderful
Saviour is Jesus, my Jesus! What a wonderful Saviour is Jesus
my Lord!'

IT IS A STRONG MOTIVATING FORCE

And fourthly, I believe and preach a definite and certain
redemption because it is a strong mo.tivating force for the
Christian. First, it motivates the Christian to worship and
praise. If I know that my redemption is all of God and I did
not have any part in it, that I cannot pat myself on the back
and say, '%11, He died to remove the penalty of my sin, but
I at least have a little part in it because I believed and I
repented and I get the credit for that part'. But if I know that
all is the gift of my Sovereign and loving Lord, it drives me
to my knees and it causes me to cry out in amazement, wonder
and praise for the greatness of God's wonderful gift to me;
one who does not deserve it, one who deserves to go to hell.
Listen to the multitudes in heaven in Revelation 5 and verse 9
saying, 'Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive honour and glory
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and dominion and power (why?) for Thou hast redeemed us to
God by Thy blood out of every kindred, out of every tribe, out
of every tongue and out of every nation'. It does not say that
Thou hast made redemption possible by Thy blood if we
accept it. It says, 'Thou hast redeemed us by Thy blood out
of every kindred, out of every tribe, out of every tongue and
out of every nation'. Notice that tremendous passage in
Ephesians I, verses 3 through 6, where Paul in an exclamation
of praise says, 'Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus in that He chose us in Him
from before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before Him in love; having pre
destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ
to Himself according to the good pleasure of His will, to the
praise of the glory of His grace'. What does Paul say? Does
Paul say that it is going to make us sad to know this? Does
he say it is going to rob us of our joy? Does he say that if we
know that we have been chosen, that we have been pre
destinated, and that Christ died a death that redeems it is
going to give us a long face? Oh no, Paul says this is going to
make us want to bless God, and he says it is all to the praise
of His glory. Ephesians 1 : 6. We have been made acceptable
in the Beloved. This motivates the Christian to worship and
praise.

IT MOTIVATES THE CHRISTIAN TO HUMILITY

Secondly, this motivates the Christian to humility. If I
recognise that all my salvation is a gift of God, that if God had
not touched me, if God had not done something in my life,
I would have certainly gone to hell, it doesn't puff me up. It

'" drives me down on my face before God. It strips me of my
pride because I realise that I don't deserve salvation any more
than anyone else does. I don't know why God has allowed the
people in China to go without hearing the Gospel. I don't
know that. I know that I don't deserve it any more than they
do, and yet God for some reason unknown to me has chosen
that I should hear the Gospel and in His providence be drawn
to Jesus Christ. I tell you that humbles me, and it puts me on
my face before God.

IT MOTIVATES TO SERVICE AND OBEDIENCE

And thirdly, it also motivates the Christian to service and
obedience. There are some who say that this doctrine will
make a man cold and callous and indifferent. It'll rob him
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of his evangelistic zeal, of his interest in missions. This can't
be proved by the facts. Don't you ever listen to anyone who
says that that is so. All that person is doing is proving that he
has never read church history. All he is doing is displaying
his ignorance, because church history proves that the great
revivals in church history were started by men who believed
these doctrines. And furthermore, the greatest theologians of
church history have believed this doctrine. You won't find a
man in the other camp who can stand on a par with Jonathan
Edwards, Charles Hodge, John Calvin, or Paul. There are not
any.

And I will tell you something else, the great missionaries of
church history, for the most part, until the last one hundred
years have been men who believed this doctrine. It did not
make them cold, it did not make them indifferent. It did not
make them callous. Listen to Panl, 'I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved (everybody?) me and gave Himself for
(everyone?) me'. What was it that appealed to and drove Paul
on? It was the sense that God loved me in a particular. in a
special and peculiar way. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5 : 14,
'The love of Christ constrains me'. To think that Christ 10 ed
me in a particular, special, peculiar way stirs me up and drives
me on. It puts zeal in me. And when I understand that God
loves me, and God loves you as a child of God in a pecial
way, it will not make us slothful or lazy, or indifferent. We ill
says, 'If God loves us, then we have to please Him, \ e have
to serve Him, we have to carry the Gospel, we have to obey
His commands'. And one of His commands is, 'Go e into
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. I ant
to please my God, so I am going to carry the Gospel to every
creature that I can because God has loved me so much.

THE TESTIMONY OF GREAT MEN

I often hear the Puritans being criticised, but I find that most
of the people who criticise the Puritans know very little about
them. When people begin to talk about the Puritans and
criticise them and run them down, I like to say, 'Well, tell me
what you know about the Puritans'. 'Oh well, they were harsh
and stem and austere, and witch-hunters.' My friend, if that
is your opinion, you have never read the lives of some of the
Puritans. Matthew Henry was of the Puritan strain, and he
gave to us one of the greatest devotional commentaries that our
world has ever had. It is still a classic today. It is still one of
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the best-selling commentaries. John Bunyan was a Puritan.
He gave us Pilgrim's Progress, The Holy War and many other
books. John Bunyan went to jail and almost gave his life. He
sat in that jail year after year. Do you know why he was in
that jail? He was there because he had a compassion and a
compulsion to preach the gospel. It was 'woe is me if I preach
not the gospel'. If he had signed his name and said, 'I will
never preach again', they would have released him from jail.
But John Bunyan said, 'I cannot do that, if I am free I must
preach, I must reach people for Jesus Christ'. Did it make
him cold? Did it rob him of his zeal?? Did it make him in
different? No. We could go on and mention other people
such as Joseph Alleine, Jonathan Edwards, Thomas Adams,
Thomas Goodwin. On and on we could go. We would find
that this belief did not make them cold or dead or lazy or
slothful. On the contrary, they testified that this warmed their
hearts, and gave them zeal and fervour to exalt their great God
and their great Saviour. So I believe in a definite and certain
redemption because it motivates the Christian to service' and
obedience. One of the reasons we have so many lazy, indiffer
ent, slothful Christians in our own generation is because this
doctrine has not been preached. Men think, 'Well, God loves
me just the way that He loves everybody else. Why should
I serve Him any more than the man who is on his way to hell,
because God loves him just as much as He does me?' Ah, this
doctrine stirs the zeal and the fervour.

IT MOTIVATES TO BOLDNESS AND CONFIDENCE

And furthermore, it motivates the Christian to boldness and
confidence. The Christian that believes in a definite redemp
tion believes that God is able to accomplish His purposes. He
believes that though men fight and rebel and resist God, 'In
the day of God's power, His people shall be willing'. He
believes that as he preaches the Gospel, God the Holy Spirit
does work in the hearts of men and women, and God the
Holy Spirit does draw them to repentance and faith and leads
them to Jesus Christ. Thus he goes forward. It is this that
keeps him from discouragement. It is this that keeps him bold
and confident in the face of men who are persecuting and
criticising and ridiculing. Friends, it is because I know that
Jesus Christ's mission was successful that I declare to you
today, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved'. It is because I believe that Jesus Christ's mission was
successful that I can tell you tonight that if you will confess
with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart God
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has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. If you will
do that tonight, my friend, sincerely and truly in your heart,
you will be saved, because Jesus died a death that redeems. a
death that saves, a death that atones. There is full and free
atonement and redemption for you, and you can know that it
belongs to you as you repent and as you believe on the Lord
Jesus OIrist. 'How vast the benefits divine which we in Christ
possess! We are redeemed from guilt and shame and called
to holiness. But not for works that we have done. and shall
hereafter do. hath God decreed on sinful men salvation to
bestow. The glory, Lord. from first to last, is due to Thee
alone; aught to ourselves we dare not take, or rob Thee of Thy
crown. Our glorious Surety undertook to satisfy for man, and
grace was given us in Him before the world began. This is
Thy will, that in Thy love we ever should abide; that earth and
hell should not prevail to turn Thy Word aside. Not one of all
the chosen race but shall to heaven attain, partake on earth
the purposed grace. and then with Jesus reign.' Jesus Christ
is a wonderful Saviour. In Him we have redemption through
His blood. We have through His blood the forgiveness of sins
according to the riches of His grace.

Continued from page 162
the child was presented before the authorities and publicly
acclaimed to be a member of that particular family. And that
is what Paul is talking about when he says, 'We ourselves groan
within ourselves waiting for the adoption, that is, the redemp
tion of the body'. Already we are in the position of sons, but
the world does not appreciate it. See I John 3 : 1,2. 'Beloved.
now are we the sons of God'. 'Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us that we should be called the
sons of God. Therefore the world knoweth us not because it
knew Him not. But when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is.' Then there will be this
manifestation of the adoption to a wondering and startled
universe.

-.


