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CHRIST'S ETERNAL DELIGHT IN HIS PEOPLE.

My delights were with the sons of men.-PRovERBS v
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31.

How truly interesting to the mind enlightened from above, is
the consideration of the'eternal love of Chriit, and how strikingly
is this love set before us, in these words-" My delights were with
the sons of men."
That the ever blessed God, who is infinitely happy in his own perfections, should regard depraved and guilty men, so as to extend his
mercy towards them, in harmony with the Divine attributes, is at
once a most singular display of manifold wisdom and amazing
love.
Now that God should love the heavenly host, who delight to do
his will, hearkening to the voice of his word, is not difficult for us
to understand. Nor, seeing that God made man upright, created
him in righteousness and true holiness, to shew forth Ms praise,
should we have felt so much surprised, if God had continued graciously to notice him, while he remained in such a state. But,
wonder 0 heavens! and be astonished 0 earth! and ye trees of the
field break forth mto singing! the creature whom God has visited
with mercy, is a rebel-an enemy against him-self-destroyedmiserahly depraved, and in himself altogether" without hope in the
world"- When we think pf these things, we cannot but feel astonished! nor. if in our right mind, shall we fail to exclaim,
'Amazing pity! graee unknown!
And love beyond degree!~

And this pity, grace, and love, Le it remembered, did not arise
towards mankind on account of any thing in themselves-No. Far,
very far from it; they had debased themselves by transgression,
and but for sovereign grace, they had become as miserable as
they had made Ithemselves sinful; on the contrary, these affections
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were conceived towards them by Jehovah, with the knowledge, that
they w.ould render themselves hateful in the sight of God-known
unto God are all his works from the beginning.
.
My delights were with the Son's of men. With them, notwithstanding their future wretched condition-with them notwithstanding all
] shall suffer at their hands- with them, by anticipation in the great
work of redemption. The dear Hecleerrier was to see of the travail
of his soul, and be satisfied, alld for the joy th;lt was set before him,
he endured the cross, and despised the shame. 0 how much Jehovah's foreknowledge of these important events is calculated to humble in the dust the pride of man, and convince him, that not by
might, nor by wisdom, but by God's eternal purpose and love has the
salvation of sinners been achieved.
Grace first contrived the way,
To save rebellious man.

O! the depths of the knowledge, the wisdom, and the love of
God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding
out. What shall we render unto the Lord for all, and especially for
these, his benefits towards us? All that we can do is-to seek to
praise him for them in our life, walk and conversation, and that they
may have a hallowing effect upon our hearts.
Obsen'e the language employed-My delight's were with the
Son's of men. Not my pity and compassion merely, on account of
their misery- (although these were graciously engaged, Isaiah Ix. 3.
c.9.) but my delight's 'were with him, and thanks be unto God,
llis delights are with them still. We have his own word to assure us,
1 hat the Saviour, the Head of his church, still.sympathizes with his
merpbers, who are yet" in the habitable parts of the earth."
YE'S tho' he reigns, exalted high,
His love is still as great.

And in all their afflictions he is afflicted. He knows all their fears,
is intimately acquainted with all their distresses, and ImOlvs how to
impart the consolation that is needed. "For in that he himself hath
suffered, being tempted, he is able to succour them th~t are tempted."
,

"Blessings for ever on the Lamb,
\Vho bore the curse for wretched man
Let angels sound his sacred name,
And every creature say-Amen."

Bromle.i/, June 14, 1836.
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ON TIU; SONSHIP OF CHRIST.

Tb4ugh he were a Son, yet leal'l1ed he obedience by the things which he
sllff'ered.-HEB. v. 8.
ALTHOUGH he was of sueh high dignity, being co-equal and coeternal with the Father, yet taking upon him mortal flesh, he became
subject to the infirmities; of that nature, (sin excepted) and as it is said,
he grew in wisdom and st ature, so also it can be plainly discovered
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that his devotion to his Almighty Father, could be drawn out, confirmed, and perfected by the sufferings he was called to endure. He
learned obedience. He derived to himself the most powerful means
of shewing his complete devotedness to God, and his whole soul became more and more visibly offered up by the various parts of his
life of sorrows, and especially by that course of intense (to us i1-1conceivable) ment~l endurance in the garden of Gethsemane, when
the nature in which he was clothed induced him to shrink from the
conflict; but when through his strong crying and tears he was heard
in that he feared, or as the margin well renders it. for Ms piefy,
arising from the severe course of trial which served to display
his reverence, obedience, and perfect resignation to his heavenly
Father.
From such an instance of consecration to heavenly discipline,
may we not draw the following inferences: If the eternal Son of God
when he took upon him human lIature, was subjected to a course of
trial and discipline, and thereby obtained experience and confirmation
by his sufferings; can sinful C1'eatures, as we are, suppose that true
and sincere devotedness to Goel'will ever he learned by us, without a
suitable course of 'trial, apportioned by the good and all-wise providence of God, and sanctified to our souls by the Eternal Spirit of
vvisdom and truth? If the Eternal Son of God, who was without spot,
learned obedience by sufferings, what course must he fitted for us, in
whom a corrupt nature still lives, and whom a corrupt world still
attempts to seduce from the love of God and from exclusive devotedness to him? Besides the chosen people of God are called his workmanship, or as it may be rendered his poem, that heing a work all
which men are wont to bestow the greatest care and attention, in
order that all its parts may form one grand whole of intelligence,
beauty, and excellence. And does not such an allusion teach us to
consider tbe great solicitude and regard which the God of wisdom
and love, will give to his good and gracious work on the souls of his
people, when commencing it by regen~ration, he constantly retouches
it by sanctified discipline, until he completes it in eternal glorifiea
tion.
May we not learn also a word or two of consolation from the subject now under consideration. How encouraging in all our trials to
remember that Jesus is both able and wise to sympathize and succour-that he is unspeakably fitted from the depth of his sufferings
and" unknown agonies," to communicate sustainment under every
trial-to impart light to the mind to discern the suitability of the
affliction, or in darkness to acquiesce and adore;. and so to fortify the
soul as to cause it, even under the greatest sufterings, to learn holy
and devoted obedience, to justify the dealings of God, confess the
glory of his perfections, and with complacent resignaticn to bow
itself to his disposal for life or death for support in time, and for
glory throughout eteruity. A word uf application may close the
subject. Let us 1I0t fear, though the cross amI trial be the wano the
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kingdom. It is a suitable, profitable and even pleasent way.Abundant succours are provided and dispensed to the faithful followers of
the Lamb. And let us look for the end, namely, the crown. Let us
ever remember that he who on earth shed tears for his people, has
obtained for them an inheritance were all tears shall be for ever
wiped away-that he who was crowned with thorns, has obtained
for everyone of his redeemed a crown of glory, and that every soul
regenerated by his Spirit and trained up in his steps, shall assuredly
find that their light affliction has issued in an eternal weight of
glory.
All hail! Tbou graciolls Lamb divine!
Be honour, power, and glory thine,
Throllgltout eternal day.
Tho~ hast redeemed liS by thy blood,
And brought us rebels near to God,
Receive our grateful lay.

c.

---000--MOU~T
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ZION.

Zion, literally, was a hill situated in the best part of the
world, namely, Canaan, and in the best part of Canaan, which was
the tribe of J udah, and in the best part of that tribe, namely, in the
city of Jerusalem. This hill had two heads, or tops, the one which
was called Moriah, upen which the temple was built, whereby it
. became the seat of all the solemn worship under the old reconomy;
the other top was called the city of David, because David's palace
was there, the royal residence of the kings of J udah and Israel.
The church of Christ is frequently, both in the scriptures of the Old
and New Testament, spoken of under the notion of this hill of Zion,
particularly, "The Lord hath chosen Zion: he hath desired it for
his habitation," "Ye are come unto Mount Zion," says the apostle, speaking of the New Testament church. Mount Zion typified
the gospel church.
Mount Zion and Jerusalem were the habitation of Jebusites, a
company of cursed and idolatrous Canaanites. So is the church by
nature, enemies to God, "aliens to the commonwealth of Israel."
Mount Zion was taken by David out of the hands of the Jebusites. So (,hrist, our blessed Davjd, he made a conquest of his
church: he not only buys her with his blood from the hand of justice, but by the dint of the sword, girded on his thigh, he takes her
by main force out of the hand of Satan; the weapons he makes use
, of for this end not being" carnal, but mighty through God to the
pulling down of strong-holds."
David fortified Zion for his own use, and the sole, place of his residence. So Christ he fixes his spiritual residence in Zion: "In
Salem is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-place in Zion." And his
presence in her makes her impregnable, "The Lord is in the midst
of ht;r, she shall not be moved :", hence "In that day shall this song
MOUNT
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be sung in the land of J udah, We have a strong city, salvation hath
God appointed unto her for walls and for bulwarks."
Mount Zioll and Jerusalem was renowned above all cities in the
known world. So the church of Christ is the 'most renowned society
upon earth-renowned for her dignity, ber trade, her im~unities, her
present privileges, and future prospects.
Zion was a place of public worship, the ark was there, and all tIle
solemn worship of Israel was there. So in the New Testament
church are the ordinances for worship, word, prayer, praise, sacra-;merit, and the like; these galleries of the king of Zion, where he
holds fellowship witp his subjects, apd allows them access unto his
presence, and communion with him.
All the sacred things of God are kept in Zion; there were the
law, the oracles of God, the Shechinah, the pot of manna, the mercyseat, and the tabernacle. So the church of Christ is the repository
of all' the sacred things of heaven; to her belongs the adoption, the
promises, the covenant; the ordinances, the doctrine, the worship,
the discipline, the government, and truths of Christ are committed
to her custody. 0 how zealous should the New Testament church,
and every minister and member thereQf, be for the preservation of
. of these in their purity and. power?
We find an opposition stated in scripture between mount Zion and
mount Sinai, God came down for a season on Sinai; but he comes
to dwell on mount Zi9n; he appeared in terror on Sinai; but Zion,
or Jerusalem, is a vision of peace: he forsook Sinai, and left it in
bondage; but Zion is free for ever: he gave the law on mount
Sinai; but the gospel on mount Zion.

E.

---000---'

1b the Editors of tIle Gospel Magazine.
THE MORAL LAW CONSIDERED AS THE RULE OF LIFE.
MESSRS. EDITORS,
AMONG the many evils

to be deplored as existing among the people
of God, stand conspicuously forth the various misunderstandings
which have arisen, and I fear are continuing to arise, relative to
topics of faith, and conduct with them. I do not allude to those
who are bringing in "another gospel," but to those more especially
who have,· as we are conscientiously bound to conclune, "obeyed the
tmth through the Spirit." It has indeed been advanced, that an
amalgamation of all parties of professor~ would prove ad\·antageous
to the extension and prosperity of the cause of Jesus Christ; on the
other hand, there are most powerful arguments which present themselves, considering the present state of the world and the church,
which effectl\ally militate against such a proposition; and common
observation clearly shews, that so far as this principle has been car.ried out in unscrupulous liberality and false charity, compromise and
sophistry, rather than the elucidation of truth, ha~ r~sulted from it.
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Notwithstanding this there are a variety of differences of opinion
among the Lord's people, which appears at once needless and unaccountable, which assume rather the aspect of envy and vexation,
than that of impartial love and sincere erlification. Instead of following the saile thing in the measure whereto each has attained, and
leaving God to reveal the rest, everyone is for calling upon his
brother to know the Lord, and thus are those divisions engendered
which after all are but Satan's powder plots to blow up rel"igion altogether.
One of the most singular positions of disagreement, where both
dispute at the time, when both are persuaded, concerns the law of
God, as it is unwittingly termed; some affirming it to be a rule of
life, others declaring it to be no rule of life to the believer. What
either party means it is next to impossible to decide? Those who
maintain the first maxim, in a pharisaic spirit, do so from a proneness
there is in our natures to separate what God has joined together;
as if there were a different plan of redemption for saints under the
Old Testament dispensation, to that of saints under the New; or:, as
if the law and the gospel were so vastly unsynonimous, that the one
affords nought but articles of belief, and the other nothing but rules
of conversation. Now it would become all such to remember, that
no part of scripture, exclusively, unfolds a novelty which is undiscovered in another. The New Testament does not bring forward a
scheme of salvation unheard of in the Old, nor do the epistles of the
apostles introduce a variety of truth undeclared by the eV:l.lIgelists;
on the contrary, all scripture is a paraphrase upon itse'lf, and all its
chapters, paragraphs, and verses, are paraphrases one upon anoth€r.
The books which contain the ceremonial law, are only a further developement of the promise of the seed given in Eden; the Psalms do
but reiterate the theme; the prophets pursue the story further; the
evangelists unfold it still further, and the apostles do but make
the whole preceding canon of inspiration one mighty text, Oil which
they descant, revealing and applying all the truths before declared
by holy men of God, who spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost. So as it regards moral commands the first given to Adam in
paradise, had for its object the happiness and well being of man, and
the holiness and justice of God. The law of Sinai was only an
expatiation upon the first prohibition; and all the commands of the
Jewish leader, as God's ambassador, given suhsequently to Israel,
were but enlargements on the ten 'words. In the Psalms we find
the law further opened and more spiritually applied; in the Prophets
the same mode is from time to time pursued; in the opening of the
New Testament, we find the Divine Lawgiver him'self expounding
the precept in all its spiritual splendour; in the Epistles, the writers 00 the same thing, in exhortations, admonitions and warnings to
the churches to who.m they wrote;' and very nearly at the end of the
sacred volume, we find an apostle speaking thus: 1 John ii. "Brethren I write no new commandments unto you, hut an old com-
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manclment which ye have from the heginning. The old commandment is the Word which ye have heard from the beginning; the
early records of scripture are what a theme is in music, and the subsequent parts are only so many variations, aB leading to the original
key; in fact, the terms old and new, as applied to the dispeFlsations
of Christianity, are in no way applicable to qualities or contents, but
only to priority and succession; and we may further say that the scriptures as a whole, ought in no way to be divided.
"The law is not a rule of life," say some. What law? The moral it
is presumed; then if it be not a rule of life, it can be no act of disobedience to transgress it literally, "Yes! but we are under the law of
faith," they ieply, granted. But what does thatteach us but that" denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly in this present world." How much more than thi~ does
the moral law teach, or, I should rather say how much less? For the
severity of the law does not appear but in the New Testament. If
then the law be not originally a rule of life, there needs no atonement on that ground. If the law of faith be our only rule do we
fulfil it? If we do not, Why put one law in opposition to another,
while both are alike violated?
.
It is a common practice to represent the gospel era as an easier
and less ambiguous road to life than the law; but this is hardly justifiable, since whosoever is obeying the truth, through the Spirit, and
following Jesus in the regeneration, is doing infinitely more than the
strictest obedience to the literal law ever did endure. The mere
moralist may effect the latter, the former can only be done by those
who are new creatures in Christ. The believer in Jesus goes far
beyond the moral law, and therefore to say, "the law is not a rule of
Jife," is as reasonable, as a direct denial of our ability to do that
which is least, at a time when we 00 that which is greatest.
Again. "The Jaw is a rule of life" says others. And who but an
Atheist would say it was not? But what law do they speak of? The
moral law of course. Very well. Nothing can be more equitable than
that we should give all worship and adoration to God alone. No
rule of life can be better than that which teaches us to honour parents, and to love the Creator supremely~ No one would think it right
to break a law which forbids theft and muroer; the position pverturns itself, inasmuch as the thing established by it is what no one
who has the least love for social order, and the welfare of society,
would attempt to deny. Indeed it is ni) more than national precepts
would enforce the observance of, so far as it regards all prohibitions,
not directly made to the heart and affections of the mind. And is
the standard of a Christian's holiness no higher than this? Is he just
to obey those rules which at his peril, he dare not disobey? To
allude to the law as an· abstract rule of life,.is the way to degrade
the dignity of the believer and of the dispensation under which he
lives. What! (s there no more copious and critical edition of the law,
than that which the twentieth chapter of Exodus affords? Doubtless
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there is. Are we not told that any created object which tends in the
slightest degree to alienate the affections from God is really an idol,
and we made idolators thereby? Are we not assured that every idle
word, and all foolish talking and jesting, are a breach of the third
command? Are we not reminded that thinking our own thoughts,
and speaking our own words, on God's holy day, is a transgression
of the fourth. Do we not know that an evil imagination, and hatred
without a cause, are a spiritual exposition of assassination? Are we
not aware that a wanton look iSI equivalent to adultery? If such
words as these be a rule of conduct to the renewed soul, well may
we be ashamed of the ,mean phrases under consideration.
There are, without doubt, many who speak of the law as a rule of
life, who mean no more by it than the apostle Paul did when he said,
"By the law is the knowledge of sin," that is at its end and design,
in being given, "The law entered that the offence might abound;"
that man might see by its requirements, how very far he is gone
from original righteousness. There may, however, be a mistake here
made, as if the law shewed us what we are, and the gospel what we
should be, thereby paving the road to Christian perfection under the
latter, which was unattainable under the former; whereas both the
law and gospel do the same thing in shewing us what we are, and
the gospel brings to light, far more treachery and wickedness in the
heart of man, than the law could discover; with this difference, that
the law shewing us what we are there, leaves us without hope or
remedy; while the gospel only discovers guilt and defilement, in
order to shew us the need we have of pardoning blood continually,
and to cause us to value Jesus the more. Whether the phrase in
question is used sensibly or ignorantly, the result of unprofitable
misunderstanding is the same. In this day language is so travestied,
that we may use theological terms, which may be taken in an oppo.
site sense to the.one intended, and what is truth in one view, becomes heresy in another view.
Now as love is the only true source of spiritual obedience, this
must at least be conceded-that if the law be a rule of life, it can
only be a rule of life to those who are alive, not only fi'om the
nature of the thing, that "The carnal mind is enmity against God,"
but that it would be absurd to talk of a rule of life, while there is no
life of which it is the rule. Fear is always a foe to sincere and voluntary obedience, so that till the sinner beholds the law removed
from him, he never can love that law which judges him; but when,
by faith, he beholds the law as magnified in the person of a surety,
and when he approaches the Father in the righteousness of the SOli,
he begins to see the law, as holy, just, and good, and apprehends his
own vileness as the reason of his incompetency to obey, and not the
rigour of the thing required. The believer takes the whole word of
God as his law, whether consisting of doctrines to be believed, or
precepts to be obeyed, and thus the bible alone becomes his religion.
put my laws into their hearts
The covenant promise of God is-I

,,,,ill
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and in their minds will I write them, "And thus of the new nature" it is said "That' which is born of God cannot commit sin!'
Hel'lce we find that all the admonitions and precepts of the gospel
arc addressed to the new nature. "Whkh after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness," and saints are thus admonished,
because they are found believers, and not to make them such. So
that we cOFlclude that the gospel of God, is a £:ir higher standard than
the moral law, and believers as they follow their Lord have a far
higher object of imitation before them. The gospel is the old law,
magnified, enlarged, spiritualised and beautified, for the pattern and
example of the saints in these latter days, "That God in all things
may be glorified through Jesus Christ, and that the gospel of God
our Saviour may be adorned in all things." Let us recollect that
everywhere Christ had the pre-eminence, and that his redemption
has in all ways a superiority over the laws, that the life of faith and
the fruits thereof are as far surpassing in glory and excellence, the
commands of Sinai, as is the one great oblation of himself, superior to
the ancient types, shadows, and sacrifice; and even as his righteous
o.bedience surpassed all that earth ever witnessed, so tge obedience
of his people's faith is far grander than all the observances of Israel
of old. "For if that which was done away was glorious, much more
that which remaineth is glorious."
Finsbury.
A. E.
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To tIle Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
,
ON THE Gl.oRIFIED BODY OF CHRIST.

:vI ESSRS. EDITORS,
I COMPLY with what" A. Triggs" requires, because it would be disrespectful not to do so. Far be it from me to sneer at anyone, for if
I do sometimes venture a little to banter other's vanities, I have
often reason enough to be ashamerl and humbled for my own. I
desire to avoid angry and unseemly controversy on the subject as
much as he; and I desire also to use great plainness of speech.
"Pellucid dioptries," and all such difficult phrases, shall find no .
place here.
John Wesley, as every body knows, propagated the Arminiau
lleresy with unexampled success. His chief art lay in the simplicity
of his style, and often with much vulgarity. He adapted his language to the understandings of his hearers, never using a word, if he
could help it, that .hey did not understand. Romaine was also remarkable for the plainness and the simplicity of his language; and
yet John Be1ridge, who was still plainer, once found fault with him
for saying Omnipotent'¥- instead of Almighty. Tawardy finery either
.. And if this tale be true, which is much to be questioned, then J obn Berridge
must have "found fault" with the voices in heaven, who shout "Allehuia·
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in dress or diction is no sign of good judgment and taste. And
writing words in an unknown tongue, cannot edify without interpreting. To the wise a word is or ought to be~nough, but some
are dull of hearing and understanding, and need line upon line.
It ought to be known by "A. Triggs" that it is not safe to found
an argument or an accusation upon a supposition, To conclude
safely, we must llave certain data or ascertained facts to found our
reasoning upon. Instead of properly considering two scriptures
which I .took the liberty to submit to him, he, certainly with more
zeal than discretion, sets himself in ,opposition, and takes his stand
upon a mere supposition. He supposes that I suppose" Christ had
tlOO bodies," (exclusive of his body mystical,) and then he fights
pravely with his man of straw. We can all of us vanquish such
opponents just as easily as we make them. The fact is, I do not
suppose any such thing. I suppose-nay, I believe, upon what I
consider sufficient scripture evidence, that our Lord's body is from
first to last identically one: the same J believe most assuredly of the
bodies of all his people. But though the human body can never lose
its identity or sameness, it must nevertheless undergo a great and
inconceivable change before it can be fitted for a future state of perfection in refinement and bliss. The body, in its present state, is
« natural" or rather animal. In its future state it will be "spi1'itual." This is too plainly stated by the apostle Paul, to be controverted. And therefore why should it be thought a thing incredible that our Lord's body now in heaven is spiritual, which, in the
clays of his flesb, was natw'al or animal? If it was not animal then
it must have been unlike the bodies of his people'now; (to suppose
whicb will be·to contradict. Rom. viii. 3. and Heb. xi. 17.) And if
if it is not spiritual now it must be unlike the bodies of his people
Ill:reajter, fol' they certainly will be spiritual. "In the resurrec-

tion they neithe1' marry nor are given in marriage, hut are as the
angels of God in heaven." By which it would seem tha.t the glorified bodies will be divested of flesh 'and blood, (the grossness and
gravity of which render them incompatible with a spiritual state of
glory) and that all distinction of sex will for ever be done away.
Compare 1 John iii. 2.
The impossiblity of our Lord's body being holder of death, as it
appears to me, lays in this-·it was the covenant purpose of the Holy
Trinity that it should not. I cannot think that there was any natural or physical impossibility. I mark the words" leave" and
"suffer" as implying the contrary. His body was natural,animal
and mortal. It required' natural sustenaHce to keep it in life, as our
bodies do; and in extreme suffering it died and became void of all
vitality, likc all other animal bodies in death. But it was raised t()
life again... and not changed; and hence it is inferred by many, that
it was not cbanged after his ascension, when "a cloud received him
oul oj their sigltt," but is still a body of flesh and blood.
for the Lord God Omnipo{c'R.t reiglldh." Surely such an expression cannot
be deemed" tawdry linery"
EDITORS.
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His resurrection was singular; there will never be any other like
it. It was the grandest of aH miracles, and it was necessary that it
should be well attested, because without that important fact every
thing in Christianity is "vain." It was after his ascension that he
was glorified, and then was the Holy Ghost given and manifested in
t he extraordinary gifts of the apostles and others. John vii. 39.
Compared with Acts xi. 33.
"How the church are members of, his body, flesh, and bones, is
more than I can tell. And how they are born again, I cannot tell.
Many other facts and modes asserted in scripture are totally ine,xplicable by me. We are said to eat his flesh and drink his blood,
because" he was sacrificed for us." We live by Christ crucified,
and in this we triumph and glory. It is all by faith, and ltow that is
wrought in us I know not; but .this I know, because the scriptures
tell me so, that both he and they participate in the same flesh and
blood in the s,late of humiliation and suffering; and that in the state
of glory, their" vile bodies will be changed and fashioned like

unto his glorious body. And as we have borne tlte image of tlte
earthy, we shall also bear tlte image of the heavenly."
The transfiguration on the mount was no doubt to teach us that
our Lord's animal body was to become spiritual and glorious; and
how glorious it appeared we may conceive in some measure from
the effects it produced on the spectators. The disciples of Christ
have always been dull to learn spiritual things. The truth is, I believe, that our fleshly feelings and natural associations have too much
place in our conceptions and apprehensions of spiritual and heavenly
objects and subjects. We shall know these things better when we
see them as they really are; when that wltich is perfect is come,

then that wltich is'in part shalt be done away."
"If any man thinketh Ite knowetlt any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know." It is not gOod therefore for mortal
men to be too opinionated and dogmatical in matters not clearly
understood; a tone of decision becomes not man where God's revealed word hath not clearly rlecided. But the true faith of the
gospel is clear enough, and that must always be contended for
earnestly.
Thus, Messrs. Editors, I have endeavoured to give a plain answer
to "A. Triggs" as required; and if he shaH discover any thing unscriptural in my statements let him expose it in aB faithfulness and
simplicity. In such case I might be humbled and mortified, but who
was ever the worse for that? For my part I am nqt ashamed tu confess that I feel the imperfection of my knowledge more and more as
I advance in years and divine teaching. The lowest form in Chri'st's
school becomes me best. When raised to the court above, I expect
to lose sight of self, to be nothing, and Christ every thing to me.
This I conceieve to be the acme of creature happiness. I know but
little, and am still,

June 9, 1836.
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A NOTB AND OBSERVATION ON THE ABOVE LETTER.

WX are obliged to ask indulgence, for our interference so as to
close irrelative correspondences, which would be wire-drawn to in. finity.
An enquiry was made in our number for May, personally to Mr.
Triggs, whether the phrase, "the body of Christ's flesh," or the
term, "the hody of his glory," mean one and the same body in all
respects. The enquirer was refered to the mount of transfiguration
for a solution, indicating thereby, that it was one and the same body,
born of the Virgin Mary, with the countenance of the Lord Jesus
only changed, by the refulgent glory, in which he was surrounded.
For when the heavenly vision closed, and the cloud withdrew, our
incarnate Lord and Saviour descended from the mount, with his
usual appearance as the son of Man. Mr. Triggs by way of reply
to his interogator seems to think, that the question was of a speculative cast, so as to display superority of talent; bordering upon litigation, for the sake of quibbling. However he maintains it was the
same body on the mount of transfiguration, which tabernacled amongst
us, and afterwards ascended into heaven, and will in like manner
descend with the self same body. This we call plain sailing. He furt.her remarks on the supposition of two bodies, what became of the
body of the flesh, if it was annihilated by a glorious body. However
after all the whole may be condenced in this, namely-that when our
dear Lord and Saviour arose from the dead, it was an identical human body, with flesh and bones, hands also and feet. A corporeal
substance, NOT a celestial body, but a terrestial substance,surrounded
with glory. The bodies also of the redeemed, will have the same
identification, though sown in weakness, they will be raised in pow.er,
refined and vivacious, so as to be able to worship Gonin his temple for ever and ever.
Highly as we respect our Correspondent, we frankly declare, we
are sickened by such obtuse questions, they are far fetched, and tend
to no profit whatever. It is enough for us to know that when our
Lord appears we shall be like him, and see him as he is; and that
where he is, there shall we be also, and that our mortal bodies shall
put on immortality.
EDITORS.
---000---

QUESTION ON PRAYER MEETINGS.

AN admirer of the essential truths advocated in your Magazine,
would esteem it a favor if you will insert for the consideration
of your correspondents, for some of them to give a plain and scriptural answer, to the following question-Whether" Prayer Meetings," as generally conducted by professing Christians, are a violation
of Matt. vi. 5, 6. And are they not as conducted at the present
day, by raw recruits, most ludicrous, who utter at times, the most
incoherent jargon.
Bury, June 21, 1836.
'
JEBEZ'II:
***

**
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BY WILLIAM RO¥AINE,

Never before Published.
NQ. XVIII.
THE word of God in the hand of the Spirit, is the means of enlightening and enlivening sinners.
There is nothing but darkness and deadness without Christ.
The devil has a thousand baubles and toys to keep sinners from
Christ, and that is his one end and aim.
The heart of man is the filthiest place excepting hell, that can
be.
The Lord the Spirit communicates the graces by the word.
But how am I to make use of Christ, as my sin-offering; many
objections have been made, and every man has his objection, but
there is no way but by believing. Faith, and faith only, finds the
benefit of Christ's atonement. The glorious life of faith brings us
into Christ, and by it we abide in him.
There is a necessity for making use of Christ, and his sacrifice
every moment.
'
A believer finds his faith weak, love cold, prayers lifeless, and that
his praises deserve no acceptance, anil therefore he is forced'to bring
Christ in continually.
Christ healeth all our diseases; weak faith is a 'disease, but he
healeth it; and you who put your trust in him, have nothing to fear '
from any of your enemies.
Christ healed every sickness, no doctor can do that; and it was
to shew us, that there is no malady that sin hath made in'the soul,
but he is able to cure it perfectly.
' '
The believer is satisfied with the object, not with the enjoyment,
that is heaven.
It is the Lord's pleasure, that they who bear his word, should qelieve it, receive it, and set too their seal to the truth of it.'
When Christ trod the wine press of divine wrath, the blood came
out at every pore; it trickled down from his temples, anil came out
of his hands and feet. God so loved the world; that he gave his
only begotten Son; and what man can tell what is contained in that
Son? It is this love he commends to us, and he says, I will set my
love in its full splendor, in its meridian glory, in the persun of Christ
Jesus; and it is said over and over, that this love passetll knowledge,
It passeth all understanding.
And it is because you do not rest alone on the everlasting virtue
and efficacy of Christ's sacrifice, that sometimes you have tine days
when your evidences are clear, and then comes dull days~ because'
your frames are low; and so it will be till you come to this, that,all
God saves us for, in time and eternity, is the salvation set before us'
in his Son.
.
The ground of my hope is, not what I am in myself, but what I am
I
in Christ Jesus.
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70 the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
A DESCRIPTION OF ANTINOMIANISM.
My DEAR SIRS AND FATHERg, IN CHRIST,
HAVING been a constant reader of your valuable Publication for the
last seven years, and have always found you ready to expose error,
hypocrisy, and bigotry, wherever you see it, fearless of consequences;
in conclusion thereof, I call your attention to a printed letter addressed to you, by Robert Stodhart, mimister of Mulberry Garden
chapel. I more particularly alIude to the appendix, wherein he alludes to what he chooses to denominate Antinomianism, which he
says is a prevailing ,error, more particularly in the West of England,
and another of those damnable heresies that is drowning thousands
in destruction and eternal perdition, and that he intends shortly to
publish a piece on the subject. This class of awful professors so
denominated above as the vilest of the vile, he says, exhortatiolls
to sinners to flee from the wrath to come: scriptural expostulations,
and invitations to repent and believe the gospel, are caIled low,
legal, and Arminian stuff. They say the gospel is only to be preached to the elect, substituting as a rule of conduct the eternal decrees
of God instead of his written word, three-fourths of which, is to
them of no use whatever. That God is not ang9'Y with his people
for their sins, nor in any case punishes them for their transgressions,
-that sin can do believers no harm-that they are as holy as they
will ever be-that they have nothing to do with the holy law of God
in any sense whatever-that no sins, of any kind or degree, can
hinder their salvation; and some of these have gone so far as to
assert-that God is the author of sin. He then concludes this charicature of description by exclaiming, How HORRIBLE IS ALL THIS!
and finally closes, with a GOOD LORD DELIVlm us! Robert Stodhart.
Now, my dear Sirs, [ have finished Mr.Stodhart's opinion of Anti.
nomianism. If such an opinion is correct, I know nothing of it. What
I have always, or for some few yem's, understood from the terms,
since the Lord in his great mercy, and of hisjree, sovereign grace, has
been pleased to make me acquainted with my own heart and the way
of salvation, in, b.1J, and through a crucified Saviour, that it was one
that was looking for justification before God, solely by Christ's merit.~ and righteousness; one whom the Holy Ghost hath quickened
from a death of sin and made a new creature in Christ Jesus; one
that knew well the plague of his own heart, and one that was led by
saving grace to behold Christ in all j to be looking and leaning upon
him and to him alone for salvation, and not by the works of-the law,
Christ having fulfilled the law for us. Your counsel upon this sub·
ject will very greatly ohlige in your next number.
'
May the Lord the Holy Spirit be your teacher, and enable you to
declare your opinion according to truth, as it is in his holy word.
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Respecting general invitations I think we agree, and would implore
the Lord, if agreeable to his blessed will, to enable sinners to flee
from the wrath to come, and I would say, preach the gospel- to saint
and sinner, to all whom the Lord may bring within the sound of its
voice; yea, I would have it Dot only preached to all, butfulty and
freely, without money and without price, salvation by Christ alone,
in the Lord's time and in his own way, I would not limit the Holy
One of Israel. May the Lord, if agreeable to his blessed will, be with
you, and give you health and strength in your declining years; and
when the hour arrives when he shall come to call you hence) may he
give you a triumphant and an abundant entrance into eternal bliss.
So prays your affectionate brother in the Lord.
Folkstone, June, 1836.
AN ENQUIRER.
A FEW CURSORY OBSERVATIONS ON THE ABOVE LETTER.

we were children and did any thing naughty, we used to be
threatened with raw head and bloody bones, and various bugbears to
frighten us! There is a similarity of this in the religious world; they
are in the habit of bandying about epithets. which carry with them
something horrid, similar to the cry of mad dog when the sun is in
the solstice. The term Antinomian has been used for a length of
time, and if a wicked professor of religion, wishes to do another an
injury, he cannot answer his purpose better than to dub him with
the above title; it will make his opponent appear despicable, anet '
himself as a nonparielof every thing good and virtuous. John Wesley
was a great adept in this manreuvring skirmishing work; hence
when he was foiled with the weapons of that angel in a human shape,
James Hervey, he turned round upon him with the appellation Antinomian, and to all of his opponents he used the same degraded name.
It was lately revived by an Anabaptist preacher, named Robert Hall,
in the most frightful shape, and with the most bitter malignity. The
abusive title is used as a stratagem to the present moment, in order
to depreciate those who boldly detect error, so preyalent in the holy
sanctuary, and who boldly and unequivocally declare the whole coun •
.sel of God.
It appears from the syllabus before us, that not to be an Antinomian, you must call upon the dead in trespasses and sins, to believe,
to get repentance, hefore they are regenerated. So that which is
solely the gift of God, is made man's duty by exerting his free-will
powers. It is not enough to lift up }'our voice as a trumpet, and
floint out the wretched condition of a sinner, being without hope and
without God in this world, but he must be offered in his unconverted
state, the blessings of grace and of glory, before he has power bestowed upon him to receive (hem, or even to pray for them. Now
this is the wretched divinity of the day, wherein multitudes are
dropping into perdition, led thereunto by blind teachers. The blind
leading the blind.
An Antinornian is here described by "saying the gospel is only
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to be preached to the elect I I I" , Now this is afaUacious representation, for none can know who ,the elect are. The Lamb's book of life
no human being can oe allowed to look into; it is only God that
knoweth them that are his. Therefore a sent servant of God will
preach the gospel indiscriminately. He makes the proclamationo Israel thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me is thine help found.
There is a fountain opened for sin and uncleanness. He that is
atliirst, let him come and drink of the waters,of life freely. Come
unto me ye that are weary and heavy laden, and you shall find rest
for your souls. Here are plain simple invitations, which no one will
dare to call low or legal. The sound thereof, blessed be God, is
gone forward to the ends of the earth; to some it is a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence, while unto others it is the power of God
unto salvation.
Another description here laid down of Antinomianism is-That
God is not angry with his people for their sins, nor in any case
punishes them for them, and that sin can do believers no harm.Now this is PRECISELY the language of INFIDELS and NOMINAL professors of religion, which they bring forth from their own vocabulary;
for they both row in the same boat, and compose one junto. For
when a disciple of Christ professes his belief in the doctrine of election, they tauntingly upbraid him by ,saying, " Why then you may
sin, and live as you list, you are sure to be saved; sin cannot hurt
you, you may run into all manner of riotous excesses." So it is
when another foundation principle of our most holy fa,ith is asserted, namely-That Christ bore our sins in his own body on the
tree, and that there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ
Jesus; and when it is added thereunto, the final perseverance of
God's elect, that they shall never perish, nor shall any pluck them
from the hands of Christ. The Arminian hosts are all in an uproar,
as also the formal professors of religion, and upbraid the assertors
thereof by saying, "0 you may, sing a lullaby, and rock yourself to
sleep in the cradle of calOal security, keep sinning, and grace will
~eep abounding."
What is it the godly do not suffer, by the enemies of God and his truths, by their cruel and wicked upbraidings.
Another portraiture, descriptive of this 'fiend of Antinomianism, as
given above is-" '['hat they are as holy as they will ever be. That
they have nothing to do with the holy law of God in any sense
whatever." This allegation is founded by the enemies of the Lord's
people from their penitential confessions, namely, that in their flesh
dwelleth no good thing; for when they would do good, evil is present with them. And so far from being holier the longer they live,
they have reason to think, they will never be better, until mortality is
swallowed up of life.
. .
As for the moral law, they have been severely under its rule
working for life, which has acted as ~ schoolmaster to bring them
under subjection to the law of Christ, who is the sum and substance
of both law and gospel. As such Moses has NOl'HING TO DO with
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them: NOR THEY with Moses. They are under another Master, to
whom they yield obedience, insomuch, that whether they eat, or
drink, they do all to the glory of God, and are continually pressing forward to the mark of the prize of their high calling of God
in Christ Jesus. So that living they live unto the Lord, and dying,
they die unto the Lord; living and dying they are the Lord's. So
much for the lineaments of an Antinomian.
Fear not, thou man of God, those abusive epithets used by the
enemies of the cross of Christ, who endeavour to bring your chaste
conversation into disrepute. Leave your character and concerns to
the management of him who careth for you. Be it our prayer that
we may grow deeper, and more experimentally in t.he knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour, holding the mystery of faith in a pure conscience, and that after fighting a good fight, an abundant enl rance
may be given us to the kingdom of heaven, to the end that we may
stand un blameable when Christ shaH appear with his saints.
,
London, June 30, 1836.
THE EDITORS.
---000-

To the Editors of the Gospel ]l,rlagazine.
AN ATTESTATION TO THE INDEPENDENT CONDUCTING OF THE GOSI'EL
MAGAZINE.
MESSRS. EDITORS,

I love in the I.-ord, I greet you in his dear name, for whose
precious truth you have so manfully stood these forty years; while
the arrows of calumny have been thickly hurled at you, the mighty
Jehovah has made you proof, verifying his precious word.-" No
weapon formed against thee shall prosper, and the tongue that
riseth against thee, thou shalt condemn." Yes, eqpipped in the
glorious armour which covenant love hath provided, you have proved
invincible in this day of awful blasphemy, and shall cOIJtinue so as
long as Jehovah hath determined ~he years of your life, because' his
word, as his love, like himself is unalterable. I say then I greet you
in his name in whom all the promises have their fulfilment and in
whom they are yea and amen. I have long been a silent observer
of your invaluable Magazine, which teems with precious truth, and
often enjoy a season of reJreshing while reading its pages, by which
I am persuaded it is governed by the unction of the Holy One, and
that the anointing which ye have re,ceived of him and his truth,
abide,h in you, and that ye (as it hath taught you) shall abide in
him. I desire t9 give a Triune J ebovah all the praise, for that you
are enabled to stand in the day of battle;, and for the sweet assur-,
ance I derive from his precious truth, that ye shall shlnd, enabled
as ye are, to wield the sword of the Spirit. There is none like unto
that-May the gracious Lord continue to smile on you and strengthen
you amidst all opposition! I have said I have been a silent observer,
VOL. I.-No. VIII.
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my dear brethren, I am one of them against whom all the arrows
of the mighty are hurled and their bows continually strung to shoot
at me; but thanks to our covenant God, like yourselves, I have
been made proof against them. It is true my pen has been staid for
a season from the contributing to your Mis,cellany; but my heart
has heen with you, and partaking a kindred spirit with you, I meet
you every month at your post, and enjoy, as I have said before, a
season of refreshing with you in the reading of the Gospel Magazine.
-My time has been much occupied in defending with my pen, the
precious truths of God, in setting forth Jesus in the glories of his
person and preciousness of his covenant characters, official and relative. I have many to contend with, and as far as regards man quite
stand alone, and were it not for the sweet encouragement I meet with
in my ministerial labours, and the smiles of my covenant Father and
dear elder Brother, added to which the precious word of his grace,
and under God some drops of comfort, I drink from your pen, I
should faint. But precious heritage, I adQre his glorious Majesty for
his faithfulness toward me, and in the same respect congratulate
you my much esteemed brethren.
The weapons have not prospered, the many attempts to crush the
little one or stop his mouth have been fruitless. When the Lord
opens who can shut? Blessed be his name, how excellentJs his
loving kindness-it ceaseth not. Should this meet the eye of a faithful ambassador who is greatly tried ({lnd tried he must be if he is
found faithful) let sucb rejoice and encourage himself in the Lord
our God. I have had to do with many Goliah's, but with a sling
and a slone I have overcome-Truth must prevail, how much soever
it may be assailed. My dear brethren, believe me, my heart is with
you, and God helping me, 1 shall be found in your pages again, with
your permission; be assured that lIly long silence has not been
occasioned by the teeming of the press since I last wrote to you. I
am still a warm advocate of your work, on account of the liberality
lnanifested to all grades. It is not unlikely that I may send you a
paqlphlet or two, (not to be reviewed) in which you will discover
the activi~y of my situation; and learn the distracted state of the
church in Gloucestershire. What a mercy that the foundation of God
'standeth sure, and that our God will maintain his truth and keep his
cllurch, through all and in all the convulsions of the world: You
are quite at liberty, if you think good, to insert this poor scrawl; it
may, under God's bles5ing, prove a stimulus to others, like myself,
to fight manfully the battles of the Lord. And beneath his standard,
our victory is sure. May you, my esteemed brethren, be kept faithful,
to your post, not blinking at any thing, but as always, so now, you
maintain your position-expose the wild chimera of the day; and
may it please the great Jehovah to continue to you, health ancl
strength, that you may still remain a blessing to his spiritual Israel!
So prays your unworthy brot~er,
liloucestershire, June 20, 1836.
,FREDRJCK.
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ADMIRATION!.

"My meditation of him shall be sweet."-PsALM CIV. 4'!.

up 0 well, yea sing with sweetest melody the notes 'of love!
Love that surpasseth every thought! Love sweeter than the droppings of the honey-comb! Love never to be quenched! Inextingui'shable love! Love that hath a niOst vehement flame, that many waters
could not quench, neither the floods drown! Love who can tell?
The heighth, or depth, or length, ,or breadth, this love extends, 9urpasseth knowledge 1 A sea of love without a bottom or a shore!
Where is the heart, the lip, the tongue that ere can find the power
to vent the force of love,-expression cannot be found,-it is inexpressible, beyond all utterance, a flame that never can be extinct,
nor quenched, neither can be exhausted.
Brim full the fountain; flowing over the banks in sweete~tstreami
for thirsty souls to drink their fill I And can we sip the sweetness of
the streams, and not partake its nature? Exceeding precious promises are given, and one, that we shall be partakers of the Divine nature! 0 love beyond degree! What said the serpent? Ye sRall be as
God's! And did our sovereign Lord turn Satan's lie into a blessed
f"::1ct? Sure so it is; thus come thou sweetest lover; come kiss me
with the kisses of thy sacred lips and let the droppings of thy earthly
dew distil, and draw thy fragrance from thy vineyard! Tholl hast
with promise, anel with oath pledged thyself to be, as the dew unto
Israel; and to thy people as the dew of herbs! Jesus! the very name vibrates upon my ear, my heart. Yea, causeth those that are asleep
to sing! Jews! What doth the name contain? Yea, every thing
that's sweet and blessed! Jesus, Saviour, God and Man, Mediator,
Emanuel, God with us. God in our nature, dwelling in flesh! He
took upon himself the form of sinful man! 0 wonderful, the
pity, the grace and condescension of our God to clothe himself in
clav, and fashioned like unto the creatures that he formed, and in that
nat·ure to commune and dwell with man on earth; the God of
heaven tilling every space takes up his residence in a poor sinner's
heart, and wraps himself in human flesh and bone! Yea, in very deed.
He dwells with man on earth! and not merely dwellilig, but by an
union of our natnre joining himself to us, that we become as one.
The mystery of his love can never be fathomed! OUI' lovers heart is
a cabinet of love, where every treasure is deposited fOl' use of his
own bride, his fair one! his matchless beauty shining in her person;
she is as ti"ee from spot or blemish as himself! She stands complete
in him without one flaw; whole and entire, lacking nothing! "Ptedestinated to be conformed to his dear image I" Then who can trace
the origin of his love? We never can reach the summit, nor fathom
the bottom; the end can never be found, because it is from eternity,
to eternity; for God is love, the treasure is deposited in, the earthen
vessel of our nature, which .Tesus our lover wears I It is he that comes
from Bozra with his garments dipt in blood: and surel~ the garment hJ
SPRING
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wears before the throne, is the garment of humanity, encircling his
glorious divinity! 0 gracious lover; deign to look upon thy worm more
fully yet, Rnd fill her soul with praise, and adoration to thy name I
Thy n!lme is wonderful! So saith thy word, "Beware of him, my
name, Jehovah saith, is in him !" Thus God and man unite in one
, most glorious person! J ehovah very God and very man I 0 glorious
truth unfold thy blessed self more fully yet, and fill each longing
heart with thy Almighty love.

T. D.
--000--

OONFORMITY TO nlE IMAGE Ol!' THE SON.

For whom be did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the first born (or chief born) among many
brethren. ROM. viii. 29.-

reader will observe, that God's own (idwn) Son is not stated
to have been the * chief born bifore many brethren; but, that he
might be the chief born among many brethren. This is evidently
to be understood as in Col. i. 18. where Christ is declared to be
the chief born from the dead, that among all (as it reads in the
margin) he might have the pre-emineru:e: for he is Lord of
all. In Col. i. 18. and Rev. i. 5. Christ is not to be understood
as the first brought forth from, or of, the dead ; for that would
be untrue; but the Holy Spirit saith, "To this end Christ both
died and rose, (by his own power) and revived, that he might ,be
Lord both of the dead and the living." Rom. xiv. 9. And in the
fulness (pleroma) of time he was made of a woman, to the end, he
might be the chief born among many brethren; so also he died,
and rose, and revived, by his own power, after J airus' daughter,
after the widow's son of Nain, and after Lazarus; all of whom he
had raised by his own pewer from the dead, to the end that he
migltt be the chief born from and of the dead,-thatis to say, the
Lord both of the dead and of the living: for he is Lord of all.
Rom. xiv. 9. Acts x. 36.
The reader will permit me again to draw his attention to the
words, "that he might be the first or chief born among," in Rom.
viii. 29. and also to the words, " that among all he might have
the pre-eminence," in Col. i. 18; for it is written, Christ was to
he made d'!e first or chief born, (Ps. lxxxix. 27.) and the words,
among, and might be, and mzght have, are plainly and evidently
opposed to the wicked human pre-existerian invention of the
Pharl~~ees, who propose to give to Christ's human soul the preeminence of priorit!), such as they supposed they had over the Gen.
tiles; but which is, in fact, the ridiculous notion that the fish, inTUE

~; The true spiritual meaning, as well as the literal interpretation of thE'
Hebrew word, Bekor is chiif hOTn. The Lord did not slay the .females, tbe
daughters of the Eg)'ptians that were born tirst,-but the chief of all theh
strength. Compare Exod. xii. 12. Psalm lxviii. 51. cv. 36.
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cluding even frogs and toads, were all pre-em.inent to Adam,because they were creatures prior to, and created before him J
The Holy Spirit not only testifies in the sacred scriptures, that
Adam in the (tlltoS) pattern of Christ that was to come, Rom. v.
14. as the tabernacle which Moses erected was the (tutos) pattern
of the true tabernacle which God pitched a'nd not man, (Heb.
viii. 2.) but also that the coming of Christ Jehovah, (Luke ii.
2.) in (damuth) the likeness of si1~/ul flesh, (Rom. viii. S.) is the
coming of the (pleroma) or fulness of time, Gal. iv. 4. And as
that event, was the coming of thefulness of time, so it must have
been, and did fill all time from the beginning to the end of it !
For when in the dispensation of the fulness of times all thing are
gathered together in one, in Christ, both which are in the heavens
and which are on earth, even in him, (Eph. i. 10.) then, Christ
will be the Mediator in glory, as he is in grace. Christ is now
ALL tN ALI~, for in him dwelleth all the fullless of the Godhead
bodily: and when time shall be no longer, (Rev..x. 6.) then,
Christ will deliver up the kingdom, and be subject to the Father,
to the end that God the Father of glory, (Eph. i. 17.) and the
Spirit of glory, (1 Peter iv. 14.) in Christ the Lord of glory,
(I Cor. ii. 8.) may be all in all. I Cor. xv. 28.
The Holy Spirit testifies in tbe Holy Scriptures, that Christ
was to be of the seed of Abraham; for there is one (mesites)
Mediator between God and man (Anthropos) the man Christ
JAH, the Saviour. For when God made promise to Abraham
(concerning the seed which is Christ) because he could S7IJear hy
no greater he S7iiear BY HIMSELF-wherein God 7IJilling m01'e abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise, the irnmutabili~y of his
(;ounsel (emesitcusen) he mt:diated by an oath. (Heb. ii. 13, * 17.)
Yes, God mediated by an oath-to the confusion of all human preexisterians! For the covenant that was confirmed bifore of God in
Clt1'ist, tlte law, which was four hundred and thirty years qfter,
cannot disannul, that it should make the pl'Omise, which God
mediated by an oJ.th, qf none ejject. Wherefore then served the
law? It was added because of transgressions, till tlte seed should
come, to whom the promise was made, ordained by angels in the
hand of a Mediator. Now a Mediator is not of one, but God is
t one, (Gal. iii. 17-20.) who mediated by an oath to Abraham,
and because he could swear by no greater, he swear by himself.
Heb. vi. J3, 17.
•
No doubt these truths will make the worshippers of a nondescript triune God, who cannot humble himself, gnash their teeth.
But had they known the scriptures and.the power of God, they
would not have departed from the pillar and ~round of the truth:
for without controversy great is the mystery of godliness, God
.* A blessed testimony that Christ was the Mediator from all etel'llity.

t The reader will obsel've, I have quoted the above scripture, in Gal. iii'

20. as it stands ill the New Testament, without the Interpolation.
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manifest in the flesh. Therefore the doctritJe of God manifest in
a human soul, withoutfleslt, is a lie of Satan's inve:llion.
, After a careful examination of the Holy Scriptures, it appears
that the elect of mankind are predestinated to the a(Joptioll of chIldren by Jesus Christ, (Eph. i. 5.) and that as they have borne the
image of the first mci'n, they ctre to bear the image of the' second
man', Jehdvah from heaven. I Cor. xv. 48-49.
If Adam had been brought forth in the image and likeness to
which the saints are to be conformed, be would not have sinned;
for it is written, " Whosoever is born of God doth not commit
sin, for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, becaulie
he is born of God." 1 John iii. 9. A most unquestionable proof
that Adam was not created in the image, which the human preexisterians ignorantly call, "The irhage man standing in God!"
There is a very important difference, expressly revealed, between Adam as created in the image and after the likeness of God;
and the image of his Son, to which the saints are to be conformcd! As the tabernacle, erected by 1\1 oses, was the pattern of
the heavenly tabernacle, (Heb. viii. 5.) and as that tabernacle is
,called the (tutos) pattern or figure of Christ's human nature, the
true tabernacle, which God pitched and not. man; so Adam, a
living soul man, was the tutos, or pattern of the last Adam, the
quickening Spirit. It is therefore perverting the testimony of
the Holy Spirit to say, Christ was the pattern man, whose image
and likeness was Adam's soul, or Adam's soul and body. 'And let it
be not overlook~d, that as Christ's brethTen are to be conformed
to the image of the Son, it is written, it. behoved Christ in all
things to be made like unto his brethren. Heb. ii. 17. That the
reader may have a clear scriptural testimony of the, difference
betweep the two images, I shall place tbe image and likeness in
which all soul men were created in Adam, and the image and likeness in which all the spiritual men, the saints are made new
creatures in Christ, in juxta position .

The image and Likeness in .The Ima!!c and LZkOless ill
which the saints aloe made new
which all50ul men were create(~
creature s in Christ.
in Adarn.
1. Adam was created in knowledge, the image and likeness
of God : but Adam's knowledge
was the wisdom of a creatllre~

2. Adatu was created

holy, in

is made of God
us wisdom. The saints are
renewed in knowledge, after the
image of their Creator; but they
are blest with spiritual knowledge in Christ, who is made of
God unto us the wi.tdom '?f God,
and they are to know even as
they are known.
2. Christ is made of God ut!·
I. Christ

u~to
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the image and likeness of God:
but Adam's holiness was the
holiness of a creature.

3. Adam was created righteo\!sin the image and likeness
of God: but Adam's righteousness was the righteoltsness 0/ a
creature.

4. Adam was created a man;
and was of the earth, earthy.
And all spul men have borne
his image. '

5. All mankind were cre~ted
natural men, and of the earth,
earthy; and their bodies are
natural bodies.

As the saints were created in

to us sanctification, 01' holiness.·
The saints are renewed in true
holiness, and they are chosen in
Christ tQ be ho~y zn his holiness,
who is of God made unto us
sanctification. And when they
see him they are to be like him.
3. Christ is made of God nnto us rigl'lteousness. The saints
are renewed in righteousness,
and they are made righteous in
the righteuusness of God: for
Christ is made of God unto us
righteousness.
4. Christ the essential Son
was made.flesh of the woman, hut
begotten of and born of God the
Spirit, and all the saints are to
be conformed to his image.
5. All the brethren, (saints)
were created in Adam; but are
made new creatures by being
begotten tif and born of God the
Spirit, and their bodies are to be
spiritual bodies.
Adam, and in him sinned; And

*

The Holy Spirit, in the antecedent part of the epistle to the Romans,
hath pIo\'ed from the Old Testament scripture, that J eW.aIid Gentile are both
wholly sinful and depraved. their dispositions guileful, their souls depIaved, in
every faculty, ilnd their bodies, even the heart, deceitful and desperately
wicked. Iu the 5th chapter we are informed how sin entered into the world,
and death by sin: " W1lerqj'ore as by one man sin entned into the wfYrld, and
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men,for that," or, in whom, (as in the
margin) "all have sinned. In this·" one man," all mankind in the order of
l)atural generation were created: for it is written, "Let us make man (Adam)
and let them (plural) have dominion" &c. Gen. i. 26. In this one man they
all were by creation; as in the oak is contained its acorns which become
oaks. And frolll this one man they were to proceed and descend by natural
~eneration, they being in his loins, as Levi was in the loins ofbis great grandfather Ab~aham, Heb. vii 10. and as all the souls that came into Egypt with
,lacob, came out of Jacob's lions, Exod. i. 5. And as by this one man sin enteretl
into the world, and death by sin, and so deatb pas;;ed upon ail· men, for ill
whom all have sinned. Rom. v. 12'.
Before J ehovah gave the law upon mount Sinai, sin was in the wodd, and
death too; which was very evident from the millions tbat had died in cOnse·
quence of sin. TtJe transgression of the law by Adam was an act of disobedience against the true. and holy, and righteous will of God: for sin, saith the
apostle, in not imputed, 1chere. there is no taw. Now if there had been no law
previous t.o the wlitten law delivered unlo the children ofIsrael, then there
could have been no sin, and HO separation of the soul from the body by death;
f<'lr death is only in consequence of sin! But as Adam, and all soul nien in.
h.iql, were under the law, and as in Adam they all sinned, so in Adam all die.
'10
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as they are also made new creatures by being born of the Spirit,
so they wait for their adoption, the 1'er/emption if their bodies,
Rom. viii. 23; for their mortal bodies are to be quickened and conformed to Christ's hob; body, by the Holy Spirit that dwelleth in
them, Rom. viii. 11. so that every saint will be wholJy born of
the Spirit as Christ's human nature was! But saith .John, what
we shall be, we know not, but we shall be like him, for we shall
:see him as he is. 1 John ili. 2.
I do not intend by what follows, that anyone should suppose
I am a maintainer of licentious principles; but merely to notice
that the Holy Spirit declares the (Ant,.) husband, is the image
and glory of God, and therefore the husband ought not to' cover
his head! But the woman is the glory of (AntI') the husband,
I Cor. xi. 7. Now as the law came by Moses, so the grace and
truth, of which the law was a shadow, came by Jesus Christ!
And as the law and the lawgiver are represented as two brethren
dwelling together,-so it was not possible for the lawgiver to be
a creature at that time under the law; and as the law is described
as our first husband, which by one man's disobedience had no
offspring by us; so the saints are described as delivered from
that law, and as become dead to the law and the law dead to tlum,
by the body of Christ, that {hey should be married to another, even
to him who is raised from the dead, that they should bring forth,
fruit unto God. Again. Now, saith the apostle, are we delivered
jrolJi the law, that (Jaw) being dead wherein we were held; that we
shall serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the
letter. Rom. vii. 4-·6. In the antecedent verses the Holy
Spirit saith, that if the !(l(q), our first husband, was not dead, 7l'C
who arc marrz'ed to Christ J/lOUld_be like an adultress I And in that
case, our jealous husband would make us drink the bitter water
that causeth the curse. See Num. v. 11-31.
The law delivered at Mount Sinai was a shadow or profile of
good things to come, but not a picture, not the 'tie,,!! image of
the things; and by that Jaw it was provided that, "If brethren
dwell together and one of them die and have no child, the wife
of the dead shall not marry unto a stranger; but her husband's
brother shall go in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and
perform the duty of a husband's brother to her. And it shall be that
tile first boru which she beareth shall succeed in the name of his
dea'd brother, that his name be not put out of Israel." Deut. xxv.
5,6. In this shadow, the law our first husband, and the lawgiver,
are represented as brethren! And although this type was only a
profile and not the very image of the thing, nevertheless we may
observe in the shadow that, in consequence of sin, our first husband became dead, or weak through the flesh, and that in our
fflllen and unregenerate state we could bring forth no childrenthat is, no righteousness but rather filthy rags. It was therefore
when the church was a widow, and the widow of the law, and de-
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salute, that the lawgiver, our first husband's brother, was according to the law, to fulfil the law and to marry-:-taking into union
and oneness with his Divine Person, the likeness of sinful flesh:
as it is written, "Thou shalt no more be termedforsaken, neither
shall thy land (or earth) any more be termed desolate; but thou
shalt be called Hephzibah: and thy land (or earth) Beulah, for
Jehovah delighteth in thee, and thy land (or earth) shall be
mamed. Isaiah lxii. 4.
In the fulness of time this marriage, which from eternity was foreordained in Jehovah's purpose, * did take place with our widowed
nature; and the first-born (protokos) which she beareth, that is,
the everlasting righteousness which this Divine Person wrought
out in the human nature made of a woman, which he took into
oneness with his Divine Person, is thejirst born qj this marriage;
whereby the name of the law, our first husband, will never be P/J·t
out of israel. And blessed be God, that our Maker is our husband, and Jehovah of Hosts is his name. Isaiah liv. 5. There
was therefore a needs be that the scriptures be fulfilled, that
Christ Jehovah should not be made man, until it behoved himself so to do, namely, after the fall, when we were in a widowed
state; that all things ma;y bejuijilled (as Jesus said they mu~t be)
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in
the Psalms, conl'ernz"ng me. Luke xxiv. 44.
The human pre.existerian Pharisees therefore make void the
law by their traditions; for they make Christ to be a,pre-existing
creature under the law before any other creature; but we establish
the law. And shall we make void the la'(~ throughfaith? Godfor.
bid: yea, UJe establis/~ the law. Rom. iii. 31.
Having premised these things by way of introduction to what
follows, I now request the reader's attention to sundry particulars.

]. That the elect of mankind
are predestinated to the adoption of children by Jesus Christ.
Eph. i. 5.
That the elect of mankind are
to be (koin6noi) partakers of
the Divine Nature, being 'predestinated to be conformed to
the image ~.~ the Son. 2 Peter i.
4. Rom. VlIl. 29.
2. That the brethren are made
new creatures, born of the Spirit, and have (koin6nia) the

1. That for as much as the
children are (kekoin on eke)' par.
takers offlesh and blood,theSon,
the express image of the' Father's person took part of the
same. Heb. ii. 17.

That it behoved the Soh, in
al.1 things to be made like unto
l1ts brethren. "
That Christ was made the
new thing created in the earth,
\Jere. xxxi. 22. was born of the

., The heginning of creation is the end which Jebovah had in view.' The
heavenly inhabitants ackllow ledge that God created all things, and for his own
pleasure. Jehovah's pleasure is, therefore, the beginning of the. creafion oC
God; and the fullless of time is, God manifest in tbe flesh!
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fellowship of the Spirit, (Phillip Spirit. (Matt. i. 18-20.) that
ii. 1.) and have (koinonia) fel- he might be the chief born
lowship with the Father and among many h1·ethren. Rom.
with his Son Jesus Christ.
viii. 29.
.
3. That the brethren are born
That Christ was born of Mary
of the flesh, and also begotten and also begotten of the Spirit.
of the Spirit.
.
That if Christ had not been born of the Spirit he would not
have been made in all things like unto his brethren, but merely
like unto all mankind in Adam.
.
That the Greek word koinonoi, which is rendered partaker in
2 Peter i. 4. &c. is rendered partner in\ Luke v. 10. &c.
and signifies one, who being of the same nature is in partnership,
and in communion and fellowship with others in the same natnre.
And therefore as the elect of mankind are partners in flesh and
blood, so they are by being made new creatures, in the fellowship of the Spirit and of the Father and of the Son; and exceeding
great and precious promises are given unto them, that they might
be partakers of the Divine Nature, (2 Peter i. 4.) and conformed
to the image cif'the Son. (Rom. viii. 29.) Therefore, their whole
nature including their bodies are not only to be conformed to the
human nature of Christ, but they are even now the sons of God,
and it doth 110t yet appear what they will be, but when he shaH
ilppear, they.will be lilce him, (I John ii. 2. as it is written) " That
they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, TH,\T
THEY AI,SO IIIAY RE ONE IN us. John xvii. 21.
(.To be Continued.)
---000---

THE TWO WITNESS;':S.

S.-And I will give power unto my two wztnesses, and
the!! shall prophecy a thousand two hundred and threescore days,
clothed in sackclotlt. .
.
The word power in the English Testament is in italics, as not
being in the original, and its addition throws an obscurity over
the persons of the two witnesses who have been prophesying until
the present time. The book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God the Father gave unto him, was sent bJ his angel unto
his servant John.
The two witnesses are infallible; they are faithful and true;
namely, the Spirit of prophecy and the testimony of Jesus. These
do prophecy and do make known unto the elect, through the
ministers of the gospel, the will and counsel of God, John xiv.
16. Rom. viii. 9, 10. During the whole period, that the Gentiles tread down the holy city, the church of the living God, the
ministers of the gospel have mourned and do mourn, which is signIfied by sackcloth, for the abominations that are done by the
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Gentiles, who despise, t);ample upon, corrupt and misrepresent
the revelation which God, that cannot lie, hath made of him~
self.
Verse 4. These are the .two olive trees, and the two ~andlesticks
standing beforff tlte God of the ear-th.
Here the two witnesses are pointed, out to be ~he two oliye
trees spoken. of by the prophet Zechariah, chapter iv. which
through ,the two golden pipes, the written word, and the preaching of the word, emptied th~ golden oil out of themselves. And
these two olive trees are declared to be the twoanointed ones, or
as it is in the margin 9f oqr bibles, the, two sons of oil that stand
by the Lord of the whole earth. Zech. iv. 12~14.
Upon this portion of the holy scripture-Dr. Gill makes the following comment: " Some think that the gifts and graces of the
Spirit are meant; others, Christ the Son of God and the Holy
Spirit. Christ is the son of oil and the Holy Spirit is the oil of
gladness, and that al\ointing oil which teacheth all things, and
this is the sense of Capellus. These epithets, anqi~ted ones and
sons of-oil, are very suitable to them; the one being called th.e
Messiah and the other the oil of gladness: and indeed, if by the
golden oil emptied out of them be meant the grace of God, as it,
frequently signifies in scripture, no other can be meant; since.
they are the inexhaustible fountain of all grace to the church in
~ll ages, whereby it is supplied and supported and may be said to
stand before the Lord- of the whole earth, God the Father; who
does not immediately by himself administer to the church, but by
Christ the head of it, and Christ communicates by his Spirit
whom he sends."
But in the book of revelation the two olive trees are called two
candlesticks standing before, the God of the earth, whereas the
prophet Zechariah mentions two golden pipes and but one candlestick. Without presuming to reconcile the one with the othel:,
lest there be some important distinction, I would merely suggest
that as the Son proceed~th from the Father, John viii. 42. anq
as the Spirit proceedeth from the Father, John xv. '26, an,cl as the
Son testifies what he hall\ seen and heard, 1 John iii., 32. xv. J 5,
and as the Spirit testifies, what he hears, John xvi. 13, so the
Son and Spirit may be figl)ratively set forth under the emplem
of candlesticks which give the light unto the one church, as they
were represented by the prophet Zechal'iah, emptying the oil out
of themselves through the two golden pipes to the one candlestick or church of God.
Verse 5. And if any 'l1la1t will hurt thenz,jire proceedeth out if
their mouth, and devoureth, their ene.mies: and if any man will hurt
them, he must in thesma,nner be killed.,
'
If any man will hurt them; by this we understand those who
treaq the Son of God under foot and do despite unto the Spirit of .
grace, as in Heb. x.' 29. And they who do such things will be
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destroyed by him whose word is as fire, and who will slay the
wicked with the breath of his lips.
Verse 6. These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in
tlte days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them
to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagucs as often as they will.
As often 'as they will, are important words, for it implies they
possessed the power to shut heaven, &c. as often as they will,
which Gud hath never given to any mere creature. But as these
two anointed ones, the two faithful and true witnesses, are one
with the Father. what they will is essentially his will. It was by
the 'Vord and by the Spirit that all things were created, for God
the Father created all things by the Word and by the Spirit. But
the power ascribed to them in this place is not to be understood
as shutting the heavens to prevent the elementary rain from descending, nor turning common water into blood, &c. although
they have power to do these things when they please: but
what is here spoken, relates to the effects that follow the preach~
ing of the gospel, the shutting heaven may signify the \Vithhold~
ing of their gracious testimony in the heavenly ordinances, so that
the ministry of the word is to some the savour of death unto
death, such as lean to theirown understanding and to the tradition
of men. And to turn the waters into blood signifies convincing
men of their natural state by reason of sin as being in their blood:
Ezek. xvi. And to smite the earth with all plagues, is to convince
t.he consciences of men with the thunder's of God's holy law, of
their fallen state, and make them feel the plague of their own
.hearts. Surely these two witnesses have power to do these things
as oflen a& they will. All men who are sent of God to preach the
gospel are only su bordinate messengers, sent by the authority of
Christ and with the Holy Spirit. They speak what the Spirit
gives them to utter, and Christ is with them. Matt. xxviii. 20.
Verse 7. And whm they shall have finished their testimony, the
beast tllat ascendeth out qfthe bottomless pit shall make war against
them, and shall overc(lme them and kill them.
By the words " when they shall have finished their testimony,"
we are not to understand that they shall cease to prophecy, because they are to rise again after they have been slain; but it
means, when the 1260 days of their prophecying in sackcloth are at
an end, then antichrist, the denier of the Father and of the Son,
may be fairly understood to be the beast ascending olll of the
bottomless pit, making war against them; and who will be permitted to prevail by the enchanting seductions of intellectuality,
so that there will be for a short time no more faith on the earth
than in the clays of Noah. Pray, reader, compare the following
scriptures, Luke xviii. 8. Matt. xxiv. 37-39. And when it is
said they shall kill them, that is the witnesses, we should remember that what is done against the Lord's word or the Lord's servants is done against Christ and the Spirit of Christ which is in
them.
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Verse 8. And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great
£ity, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, wllere also OUI'
Lord was crucified.
By the witnesses being killed and their dead bodies being exposed in the street, we may understand the ministrations of the
Lord's servants will either be suspended for a season, or they will
not be accompanied with the manifest presence of Christ, and
the power of the Holy Ghost. Matt. xvii. 20. Luke xxiv. 49.
And the word offaith will be treated by professors who have only
a reasoning reli'gion, with the same contempt and mockery as our
Lord was by the Jews, for saying, he was the Son of God.
Verse 9. And they of the people, and kindreds, and tongues, and
nations, shall see their dead bodies three da,ys and a half, and shall
not suller their dead bodies to be put in the graves.
,It is not said that all shall see, and shall not suffer their dead
bodies to be put in the graves, but they of the people and kindred,
&'c. that is, the Lord's people who are of every people, kindred,
tongue, and nation. They shall see; for they will be the persons
who will suffer from the want of ordinances, and will be conscious
of the ministry being without the manifest presence of Christ, and
the power of the Holy Ghost. But they will not suffer the ministrations, although dead, to be buried during the three days and a
half, but they will proclaim the same in the ears of the Lord of
Hosts; and these dead ord inances will be the subject of their
conversations, who are distinguished in holy scripture, for speaking often one to another, and thinking upon the name of the
Lord. Mal. iii. 16.
Verse 10. And th~y that dwell upon the earth shall rQ 0 ice over
them, and make merry, and shall send gzfts one to another; because
these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.
Here we have another !lort of people spoken of; it is them that
dwell on the eart.h and who were tormented by the ministry of
the prophets. They are described as rejoicing over the lifeless,
although unburied minis"trat.ions of God's servants; and they are
also described as making merry, that one religion is considered
as good as another. And they will compliment one another with
their liberality and charity in matters of faith, which may be signified by their sending gifts one to another. Header, beware of
Antichrist, the denier of the Father and the Son, for he that de·
nies the Son, the same hath not the Father.
Verse 1]. And after three da;ys and a half the Spirit of God entered into tltem; and they stood upon theirfeet, and great fear fell
upon them which saw t(urn.
No change can possibly come to the two sons of oil in regard
to their essence or divine perfections; but there may be a change
in Ihe power of their testimony, as God worketh all things after
the counsel of his own will. And has God has declared his Spirit
shall not alw~lYs strive with 'man, S'O they shall COfltinue prophesying
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through their ministers in sackcloth until the time is come, that
the reasoning of Antichrist.shall prevail for a short period over
the word of faith; and then, they of the children of God who arc
of the people, kindred, &c. having understanding of the times,
shall look to the dead ministrations of the Lord's se)'vants, and
the apparently successful ministry of Satan's servants with great
sorrow; but their minds being stayed upon the Lord, they knowing, by the same means as Daniel did, that the time of Antichrist's downfall was near at hand, will earnestly and effectually
pray for the Spirit of life from God to enter the ministry of the
word again, that tile ordinances of God be living ordinances, and
a mouth and wisdom be given by these two witnesses to their
servants, which neither Antichrist, nor all the enemies of God
shall be able to gainsay or resist; so that the light of the two
candlesticks shall shine into the hearts of the people of God; and
the two olive 'trees shall again pour out the golden oil out of themselves through the two golden pipes, viz. the written word· and
the ministry of the word; and the two witnesses shall stand. upon
their feet, that is, withstand in and through their servants in such
power, and majesty, that all the powers of darkness shall be
shaken, and the electing love of God the Father will flow through
the redeeming grace of God the Son, and be revealed through
the power of God the Holy Ghost, insomuch that great filial fear
shall fall upon all them which saw their dead bodies, so that they
will never depart from the Lord; neither will the Lord turn away
from them frorndoing them gQod.
Verse 12. And they heard a great voicefrom heaven, saying unto
tlum, Come up hither. And tltey ascended up to heaven in a cloud;
and their enemies beheld them.
The heaven here mentioned is the heaven of God's grace; and
the Lord's voice in his word is heard calling his people to the enjoyment of it. For the heathen shall be Christ's inheritance, and
the Spirit shall be poured out upon all flesh, who are members of
Christ's body, of his flesh, and of his bones. And now the tWQ
witnesses are to come up, ascending up in the heaven of God's
grace in a cloud of witnesses, who shall acknowledge the mystery
of God, and of the Father, alldof Christ; to be revealed in the
word of faith, the true sayings of God, wherein are recorded the
testimony of Jesus and the spirit of prophecy. And Antichrist,
the denier of the Father and of the Son shall see this to his confusion.
Verse 13• .And the same haUl' was there a great earthquake, alla
the tenth part ofthe ci~y fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men
seven thousand: and the remnant Wf:re affrighted and ga'tJe glor!! to
the God of heaven.
The preceding mentioned period will be accompanied with a
great eartbquake, through the testimony of Jesus and the spirit
of prophecy, so that men's hearts shall fail them for fear; and
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one-tenth part of the inhabitants of the city, that is, persons
who had !been mere professors of Christianity shall fall, and seven
thousand who had a name to live amongst men but were dead before God, and had seduced the professors ofjaitl£ with their subtleties, shall be slain; but the remnant of the professors shall be
filled with the fear of God, and give glory to the God of Israel.
1. I.
---000---

To tlte Editors riftlte Gospel Magazzne•.
THE THORN IN THE FLESH. REPLY TO THE FEW FRIENDS DESIRING
ELUCIDATION, PAGE 329, GOSPEL ~IAOAZINE PORJULY.
BRETHREN,

THE subject before us being much misunderstood, I take upon
myself to give such views as 1 entertain of it, and of which Paul
himself thus relates-" And lest I should be exalted -above measure, through the abundance of the revelation, there was given me
a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan, to buffet me." 2 Cor.
xii, 7. There is something in the conversion of Saul so uncommonly striking, and the circumstances so extremely remarkable,
so much so, that God's grace seems to shine more particularly in
this man more than in any other of the apostles, wherein he is a
notable example of God's grace, of his power and his goodness
to his people and the vilest of the vile.
It must be in the recollection of the reader the conversion of
Saul of Tarsus, from a persecutor to a saint, wherein must
be observed in the perusal, the peculiar discriminating grace
of God. But the point particularly in view is the "Thorn in
the flesh," and the messenger of Satan to buffet, or to strike
the thorn in the deeper, by one stroke upon another in quick
repetition: and we find that after many days, that is after Paul
had straightway preached Christ in the synagogues, which were
the syna~ogues only of Satan, the Jews took counsel to kill
him, because he now preached that faith he once destroyed,
by declaring that he dJed for our sins, according to the scriptures, and that Christ rose again from the dead, according to the
scriptures, and declared himself to be an apostle of the Lord Jesus,
although born out of due time, that is not until Christ had rose
from the dead, making up the twelfth apostle in the room of
Judas, and for whom no uncertain lot was cast, but J uaas's
bishoprick he took, being appointed thereunto by the Lord
himself.
As to the thorn, it is said to be in the flesh, thei'efore it follows
that it was something that entered outwardly and affected him inwardly, and that with sharpness, and so afflicted was he thereby,
that it became a matter of much prayer to be relieved, therefore
he saith, that he prayed thrice that it might depart f!'OlD him;
but the answer from the Lord was not to remove it, or that it
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should depart from "him, but that Christ's strength should be per·
fected in his weakness, to .which he became reconciled, and said
" then most gladly wiIl I rejoice in mine infirmity, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me, Christ's strength theA being to be
perfected in Paul's weakness, we never hear of his again asking
for the removal of this thorn, or even complain of its sore-ten·
dency, and it must not be imagined that Paul, when he cried out,
" 0, wretched man that I am!" that he alluded to the thorn in
the flesh, but that was on account of the deadly weight of the old
man of sin, that he had daily to carry like a deadly loathsome
stinking carcase on his back, which he calls the body of death,
this he did not, and could not rejoice in, but in a deliverance
from it, nor did the power of Chriot rest upon him on account of
that, but the thorn in the flesh he rejoiced in, and that most
gladly, because in that, or the end that was to be answered in it,
the power of Christ rested upon him, observe then the language of
the Lord, "I will shew him how great things (or many sore things)
he shall suffer for my sake." Here let us reflect for a moment on
what Paul had done to and against the church, and which was
done out of enmity to Christ, so that the measure that he had
meted out together was now meted back again-good measure,
well shaken together, even running over, as he tells us bonds and
affiictions awaitep. him in every city; and this is the thorn he
complained of which he calls the messenger of Satan. sent to
buffet him, to wit, mockery and persecution, but the power of
Christ so rested on him that he saith in explanation of the thorn,
H I take pleasure in infirmities, reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake-for when I am weak,
then I am strong," 2 Cor. xii. 10; read also xi. and xxiv. to the
end, and Acts xv. 2-5.
The next thing to observe is, that this thorn was in Paul's flesh,
that is to say, the piercing of his own brethren, his kinsmen accordil[Jg to the flesh, for whom he said he could wish himself accursed from Christ, that is annihilated; and his love bein~ so set
upon them made the piercing thorn enter more sharplY and
deeply, and become the more painful in the keenest sensation;
and no doubt was the more affected by it, by a reflection of his
own persecutions returning upon him, from his own kinsmen according to the flesh, bringing the like persecutions on himself he
had 0Jlce inflicted on his brethren: thus he found it hard indeed
to kick against the thorns that should pierce his own flesh and
which stuck fast, and so wounded him by its continuance, that it
became a confirmed infirmity, wherein he realized painfully the
effect of his own persecutions, and endured what the Lord had
said-" I will shew him how great things he shall suffer for my
name's sake."
Lastly. Let us consider what Paul means by the messenger of
Satan, or rather Satan, whose messengers we have just noticed.
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The language is figurative, and the whole of it, to be literally
understood, and that Satan as the mover of the cause of persecution as we read, Acts xiii. 50. But the Jews ~tirred up the devont and hOlilOurable women, and the chief men of the city, and
rai.sed persecution against Paul and Barnabes, and 'expelled them
out of their coasts. And when Paul was pleading his cause before the high priest (Annanias) be caused those that stood by him
to smite him on the mouth, after which more than, fort,y Jews
bound themselves under a curse, tbat they would neither cat nor
drink till they had killed Paul; but Christ's strength WIlS made
perfect in Paul's weakness, and he delivered him from their
hands.
•
When Paul appeared before Festus, the high priest, and the
chief of the Jews, informed him against Paul, and besought and
devised favor against him, that he would Siend Pa,ul to Jerusalem,
where the high priest would have the Jews laying in wai t to ki 11
him; and Festus willing to do the Jews a pleasure, asks, or rather
invites Paul to go; but he knowing their wickedness, demands
his case to come before Cresar, saying- H I appeal unto Cresar.
Then Festus, when he had conferred with the counsel, who could
not lawfully reverse the appeal, tauntingly turns l1pon Paul and
saith,-' thou hast appealed unto Cresar, unto Cresar thou shalt
go.' But Agrippa being afterwards in the province, desires to
heal' Paul's cast:, when- after hearing, and not knowing the wickedness of the high priest, and the Jews and Festus, sai th, this
man might have been set at liberty if he had not appea-led unto
Cresar," indeed the Jews were so inveterate against Paul that they
followed him from place to place on purpose to destroy him, the
head of their persecuting and murderous intention; and as an
agent and the principal are one in acting, so the buffeting mes_
senger endeavoured to do the will of his employer, the high
priest, and although many were fhe actors, yet their purpose was
one. Indeed the apostle seems to have heen, from his own account, in person, speech, and preaching, a subject of mockery
and persecution, and a mark for the devil to shoot at; and all
this came from his own flesh, the Jews piercing him \'{,ltl1 many
arrows-this was 'given to Paul, being a thorn in tl).e flesh.
Now, my beloved friends, I must leave you to exa,mine. into the
truth of what I have stated, and earnestly desire of the Lord that
he will keep you, and all others of his family, from the superstition and hypocrisy of this our day and Reneration, and give you
to contemplate the sufferings of Christ, who, suffered without
cause, suffering thejtlst fOJ: the unjust, to bring us to God.
Silepperton Place,
JOHN STY LE.
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A CHURCH OF ENGLAND CATECHISM.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
CO~CERNING PREDESTINATION, THE USE OF GOD'S WORD AND
SACRAMENTS; AS INSERTED IN QUEEN EUZAUETH'S BIBLES,
IN WHICH THE DOCTRINES OF THE CHURCH OF ENGI,AND ARE
CLEAHLY TAUGHT AND EXPLAINED; WITH A SHOR1' PREFAqE,
RELATING TO THE HISTORY OF THIS CATECHISM. COMMUNICATED
BY 1'HOMAS B. BAKER, MINIS'fER OF TAVISTOCK CHAPEL, ST.
, PANCRAS.

questions and answers were inserted in the authorized
bibles of queen Elizabeth's age, and the}' are indubitable proofs
of the scriptural doctrines of the Church of England. Mr. Styrpe
in his Annals, vo!. iii. p. 157, says, he was able to trace up these
questions and answers into queen Elizabeth's bibles, as far as the
year 1582. And, says Toplady, (" I myself have lately seen all
edition of 1583, wherein those questions and answers stand) a
period twenty years earlier than that, in wlJich the edition, (say&
he) which I am now making use of, was printed."-Toplady, vol.
H. p. 115. And the edition in my possession, from which thi9
<:atechism is taken, was printed in the year 1584, by Christopher
Barker, printer, to the queen's majesty. And the soundness of
the doctrines, simplicity of language, and the great necessity of
such an elementary work in this day of religious apathy, and raw
tional departure from the faith of our forefathers, has led to the
publication of it, in this simple form, for the use of Sunday
schools. The only alteration is in the orthography.
NOliember ~4, 1834.
B. BAKER.

THESE

Cert(lin ffluestiolls and Answers toucMng the Doctrine of Predestz'..
,
nation,8/,c.
Quest.- Why do men so much vary in matters of reJiO'ion l
Ans.-Becausc alJ have not the like measure ofknowledge,
neither do all believe the gospel of Christ.
fflLlest.- What is the reason thereof?
Ans.-Because they only believe the gospel andcloctrine of
Christ, which are ordained unto eternal life.
f2uest.-Are not all ordained to eternal life ?
Ans.-Some are vessels of wrath ordained unto destruction, all
olhers are vessel. of mercy prepared to glory.
2uest.-How standeth it with God's justice, that some are appointed unto damnation?
. An5.- Very well: because all men have in themselves sin,
which deserveth no less; and therefore the merey of God is won·
,oerful in that he vouchsafeth to save some of that sinful race, and
to bring them to the knowledge of the truth.
Qt/est.-If God's ordinance and determination must of necessity take effect, then what need (loy man to care: for he that
J,iYelh \\~ell, must need be damned, if he be thereunto ordained:
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and he that liveth ill must needs be saved if he be thereunto ap~
pointed r
.dns.-Not so: for it is not possible, that either the elect. should
always be without care to do well, or that ,thc reprobate should
have any will thereunto. For to have either good will, or good
work, is a testimony of the Spirit of God, which is given to the
eject only, whereby faith is so wrought in them, that, being graft
in Christ, they grow in holiness to that glory, whereunto they
are appointed. Neither are they so vain as once to think, that
they may do as they list themselves, because they are predestinated unto salvation: but rather they endeavour to walk in such
good works as God in Christ Jesus hath ordained them unto, and
prepared for them to be occupied in, lo their own comfort, stay,
and assurance, and to his glory.
:.?uest.-But how shalll know myself to be one of those whom
God hath ordained to eternal life!
Answ.-By the motives of spiritual life, which belongeth only'
to the children of God: by which that life is perceived, even as
the life of this body is discerned by the sense and motiolls
thereof.
.2uest-What mean you by the notions of spiritual life r
.ilns.-I mean remorse of conscience, joined with the lothing
of sin. and love of righteousness: the hand of faith reaching
unto life eternal in Christ, the conscience comforted in distress,
and raised up to confidence in God by the work of his Spirit: a
thankful remembrance of God's benefits received, and the using
of all adversities as occasion of amendment sent from God .
.2uest.-Can any such perish as at some time or other fed these
motions of spiritual life?
Ans.-It is not possible that any should: for as God's purpose
is not changeable, so he repenteth not the gifts and graces of his
adoption: neither doth he cast off those ""home be hatb once
received.
Quest.-W"hy then should we pray, by the example of David,
that he cast us not from his face, and that he take not his Holy
Spirit from us?
Ans.-In so praying we.make protestation of the weakness of
flesh, whicb moveth us to doubt: yet should we not have cOLlrage
to ask, if we were not assured that God will give, according to
his purpose and promise, that which we require.
:luest.-Do the children of God feel the motions aforesaid
always alike?
Ans.-No truly: for God sometime to prove his, seemeth to
·leave tbem in such sort, that the flesh overratetb the Spirit,
whereof ariseth trouble of conscience for the time: yet the ::;pirit
of adoption is never taken from them that have once recei ved it:
else might they perish. But as in many diseases of the hody, the
powers of bodily life are letted: so in some assaults these motives
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of spiritual life are not perceived, because they lie hid in our manifold infirmities, as the fire covered with ashes. Yet as after
sickness cometh health, and after clouds the sun shineth clear:
so the powers of spiritual life will more or less be felt and perceived in the children of God.
Quest.-\Vhat if I never felt these motions in myself, shall I
despair, and think myself 2. castaway?
'
Ans.-God forbid: for God calleth his at what time he seeth
good: and the instruments whereby he usually calleth, have not
the like effect at all times; yet it is not good to neglect the
means whereby God hath determined to work the salvation of
his. For as iron is not nklted without heat, nor clay hardened
but' by means thereof: so God useth means both to draw those
unto himself, whom he hath appointed unto salvation, and also to
betray (or discover) the wickedness of them whom he justly
condemneth .
. Quest.-By what means useth God to draw men to himself that·
they may be saved?
Ans.-By the preaching of his word and the miIlistering of his
sac'raments thereunto annexed.
Que~t.-What mean you by the word of God?
Ans.-I mean the doctrine of the prophets and apostles which
they received of .the Spirit of God, and have left written in that
book which we commonly call the Old and New Testament.
2uest.-How may I be assured that it is the word of God,
which that book containeth?
Ans.-By the ll1(~esty of God appearing in, that plain and sim.
pIe doctrine: by the pureness, uprightness, and holiness thereof:
hy the certainty of every thing therein affirmed: by the success
of all things according to it: by perpetual consent which is to be
seen in every part thereof: by the excelleIlcy of the mat ters ut~
tered: but especially by the testimony of God's Spirit, whereby
it was written, who moveth the hearts of those in whom it resteth, to consent unto the word, and reverently to embrace it.
.2uest.-How doth this word of God serve to draw men unto him?
Ans.-When it is so preached and heard, that men may understand and learn what God teacheth: accept and receive thankfully that which is thereby given, pointed and assured: and be
moved with desire and diligence to do that which it commandeth.
Quest.-Do tbe sacraments also serve to this end?
Ans.- Yea, truly: that by sight, taste, and feeling, as well as
by hearing, we might be instructed, assured, and brought to
obedience.·
..
Quest.-But how doth our baptism serve hereunto?
/ins -Tt teacbetb us to put on Christ, that with his righteous
ness ouy tlinfulness may be hidden: it assureth us, that we are to
graft in Christ, that all our sins by him are washed away: it
ehargeth liS to. die to sin, to continue in the profession of Christ,
and lO love each other.
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.2/lest.-llath the -Lord's Supper also this use?
Ans -Yea, doubtless: for it teacheth, that the body and blood
of Christ crucified is the only food of the new-born children of
God; it assureth that Christ is only theirs, to give and to continue life spiritual and heavenly to body and soul, to nourish,
strengthen, refresh, an,d to make cheerful the hearts of the elect:
it recluireth thankful remembrance of the death of Christ, unity
among those that do profess him with a free confession of his
truth •
. 2uest.-VVhy is not this use of the sacraments commonly
known?
AlIs.-:---Because they are abused for form, for fashion, for cus.
tom and company, without regard unto the word, whereunto they
are annexed, that they ought not upon any necessity by any person be severed from it, which teacbeth the right use of every
thing.
2uest.-I perceive that nothing is more necessary than the
word of God: therefore I pray you shew me how I may attain to
some knowledge and profit thereby?
Ans.-In diligent hearing of such as preach it, by continual
and orderly exercise of reading and praying.
.2uest. - What orderly exercise think you most convenient to be
used herein?
Ans.-That as every day, twice at the least, we most commonly·
receive food to the nourishment of tbis corporeal life: so no day
let pass without some reading in such sort that occasion thereby
may he taken to speak again unto God by prayer, a5 he in .his
word speaketh unto us: so that at the least two chapters would
be ~rderly and advisedly read every day; all other business, im.
pediments and lets set apart.
.2uest.-This seems very easy to be done, what think you else
requisite?
Ans.- That some special places of scripture be so committed to
memory, that the mind may ever be furnished with some good
matter against all temptations; to which end I note these scriptures unto you, whereunto you may join other at .your own
choice. Psalm cxxxix. 37-50. Isaiah liii. John xvii. Romans
viii. I Tim. iv.
.2uest.-But the scriptures are hard and not easy to understand.
,
Ans.-Discourage not yourself herewith: for God maketh
them easy to such as in humility seek him: and that hardness
that you find servedl to move you to the more diligence, and to
make inquiry of such as have knowledge, when allY doubt ariselh.
That wbich you perceive not at one time, God shall reveal at anotber. So that you ~hall have your growing in grace, knowledge,
and godliness, to God's glory and your own' comfort in Christ,
whose lJame for ever be praised. Amen.
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7'0 the Editors oj the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED EDITORS,

on the cover of this month's Magazine, that the Lord
hath according to his will brought you into deep affliction, which
is grievous and not joyous, I cannot do otherwise than sympathize with you, though unknown in the flesh, yet one in Jesus,
and I feel a liberty of meeting with you in oneness of Spirit at
the throne of grace; beseeching the God of our mercies, to be
very gracious uoto you, in supporting you under it, and deliver
you from the same: the good and Holy Lord God, who raiseth
them are bowed down, Psalm cxlvi. 8. strengthen you daily with
might by his Spirit in the inner man, Eph. iii. 16. so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost, Rom. xv.
I S. Our daily eventfulli ves prove that man is bom to trouble as
the sparks fly upward, Job v. 7,; and our blessed Lord said, in
the world you shall have tribulation, John xvi. S3. Nevertheless
it is all in accordance with the covenant of grace and redemption which is ordered in all things and sure, 2 Sam. xxiii.5;
therefore however trying the dispensation may be, so that it produces much sorrow, yet we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, and are the called according to his
purpose, Rom. viii. 28. And relative to the close affinity there
,is existing between Christ and his church, it is said, in all their
afflictions he was afflicted, Isaiah Ixiii. 8. and himself took our
infirmities, and carried our sicknesses, Matt. viii. 17. Herein our
support lies, and with David we say-This is my comfort in lIly
affliction, thy word hath quickened me, Psalm cxix. 50. Many
are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth them
out of them all, Psalm xxxiv. 9. Therefore may our sympathetic High Priest Jesus the Son of God, be very near and dear
to you; so that you may joy in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, find his grace sufficient for you, and his strength made
perfect in weakness, and keep you faithful unto ~eath, is the
prayer of yours in his precious Lord Jesus.
And now I have a favour to ask of you, namely for an in~ertion
of the following caveat against subtle statements relative to the
Christ of God, being remarks on the piece of Archippus, styled,
observations on God manifest in the flesh.
In reading over the piece, I thought surely this is the pre·
existant scheme under cover, an attem pt to dishonour Christ the
Jehovah, by endeavouring to set him forth as one dele~ated, and
inferior to God the Father; which will appear plain, I hope, in
the following state men t. The ety rnolog-y of the name of the
writer, is certainly in union with the things detailed by him; for
it sets him forth with a more correct knowledge of the King~
Mews, than with the scriptures of God the Holy Ghost.
In the first place, he says, that Adonai may more properly be
SEEING
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rendered ,'egent j whether this is the first time that such a disclosure hath been made I know not; but surely no real lover of
the truth, in the plainness of its statement, would ever have done
80.
The word regent certainly signifies a governor or ruler; but
I think not in toe same sense as Christ stands the ruler of his people Israel. Micah v. 2. It rather suits the Sabellian view of their
Christ, who they say is like Joseph, inferior in power to Pharoah.
Gen. xli. 40. But Adonai declares the co-equality of the Holy
Three in the essel1ce J ehovah, for each person is called by that
,name: the Father, " le Adonai Elohainu;" Dan. ix. g. the Son,
Adonai, thou hast been our dwelling place-from everlasting to
everlasting thol1 art Al. Psalm xc. 1, 2. The Spirit, Ruach
Adonai, Jehovah. Isaiah Ixi. I.
These truths declare the full equality of the Adonim, the governing ones,ofwhom Moses saith to Israel-For Jehovah Elohaichem hua Elohai, the Alehim, and Adonai the Adonim, rendered
God of gods and Lord of lords. Deut. x. 17.
There is nothing in this statement of the regency of Christ;
neither is the distinction, drawn by Archippus, relative to eth
Jehovah, God the Father contrasted in the scripture from God
the Son; for the very scripture mentioned Isaiah vi. 1. is eth
Adonai, and it is a well known truth that elh, signifies the very
substance, the very self-existent essence. And Eve, thinking
the promise fulfilled in the birth of Cain, said I have gotten the.
man, Etlt JeIJovah, the Ish, the substance, the very Jehovah.
Neither doth the testimony of the Spirit, Mal. iii. I, favour the
reasonable notion of regency, for the person spoken of is called
Malaki; whether we render it angel, messenger, or king, it means
more than a regent; for Jesus is called Malak, the angdJehovah,
Zech. iii. 1-.':>; and if we read it king, which is the same word
in Hebrew, Alalek, he did, or cloth reign as it is written, Hain
litzedek 1)i Alelek, Mdek, behold, to or for righteousness shall
reign a king, Isaiah xxxii. I. And this is the Adon, rendered
Lord, the Base, the Foundation, support, Ruler, Governor, Lord 0/
All, who was born king (not regent) of the Jews, Matt. ii. ~.
This is that glorious Christ of God prophesied of, Zec. ix. 9.
Behold thy King cometh unto thee, he is just, having salvation,
Matt. xxi. 1-10. He is the King Eternal, Immortal, Invisible,
the only wise God, 1 Tim. i. 17. vi. 15, 16.
The next thing I notice, is the glory given to the Son by the
Father before the foundation of the world. And why is this
given? The writer saith, ill virtue of his assumed relationship of
son, the subordinate, to that blessed personage, who also assumed
the superior relationship of Father to him. Here I pause, and
even tremble to notice, such ext rava~an t, ambiguous, and anti.
sCl'i ptu ral statemen t, in direct opposition to the revelation \\ hi eh
Jehovah Alehim hath made of himself in his sacred word. This
surely is a corn plele stretch of vain imaginations, and of the !'e,,·
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soning faculties of the writer, decidedly repugnant to the testi~
mony of God, and it is endeavouring to cast a cloud of obscurity
around the essential Son of the Father; and to wrap up his eter
nal personality and Godhead in blackness of darkness. Alas!
alas! "Vhat shall we hear next in this day of awful rebuke and
blasphemy! These are great swelling words of vanity. The term
assumed is false, relative to the Holy Ones, Jehovah Kadoshim,
for it is unscriptural; ann the word subordinate, is in direct hostility to the co-equality of Christ with the Father, alnd set him
forth, inferior in order, nature, dignity or power. This is the
Arian, Socinian, Unitarian Christ, but not the Christ Jehovah.
And' it appears that the Son assumed his relation, before the
Father; and tbough he was prior to the Father in relation, yet
he became inferior, in nature and order, the subordinate, this is
complete inversion, subversion, and perversion of the word of
the Lord, and of the testimony of Jesus, wbo saith, 1 and my
~Pather a1 e one, John x. 30. Therefore I presume to say that
these assumed ,-elatives, are 'only em pty subtleties, hatched from
the cockatrice eggs of a depraved reason, and by the wflrmth
of human ingenuity, and the carnal enmity of the mind, which
break out into a viper: and such assumed ,-elatives as this,
will all end in the baseless f!1bric of a vision. This is carving
a graven image of a begun to be son and father, which the
God of Israel knows nothing of, Isaiah xliv. 8. Neither the
bible, saints~ or angels. This is verging into the dark gUlph
of Arianism, and the wild chimeras of the reasonable creed
venders of the pre.existerians, who put darkness for light, and
call1igbt darkness; using the pleasant unscriptural word assumed,
which is only fit for a theatre or masquerade.
Again, Jesus Christ as the eternal God, hath in common with
the Father and the Holy Ghost an essential, personal, and underived glory, which is not given, communicated, or communicable, he is I be God of glory, Psalm xxix. 3. nigelah cebod Jehovah,
the glory ,Jehovah revealed, Isaiah xl., 5. He is the Melek Ita,
cabod Jelzovalz, tbe King, the glory Jehovah; z',Zzuz-very exceedingly strong, vegzbbor and mighty, Jehovah, mighty in battle, Psalm xxiv. 8. This is the Christ the Jehovab, not an
assumed son with a given personal glory, but essentially, the Adir
Jehovah, the magnificent, illustrious glorious Jehovah, Isaiah
xxxiii, 21. He is Jebovah ne eddah b:zkodeslz gloriolls in holiness,
and he hath triumphed gloriously, Exodus xv. 1-11 ; and it was
not on the fabricated ground of assumed relative that the Father
gave him glory as the Mediator; neither did this given glory,
add any thing to his eternal Person or essential essence glory;
for by this mediatorial salvation glory of J eSllS Christ, God the
Father is glorijied there~1J. John xvii. 4. Christ hath great
glory therein. Psalm xxi. 5.; and the Holy Ghost glorifies Christ
to the church, John xvi. 14. And Jesus sn.ith, the glor1/ thOltllUst

381

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

given me I have given them, that tlley (tU may be one as we aI'e

011'):

John xvii. 22. ; and the church are the gift of God the, Father
to Christ; and they, the church, the glory of Christ, 2 Cor.
viii. 23. And Christ the Lord of hosts, that was sent by the
Lord of bosts, saith,-after the glory hath he sent me, Zec. ii. 8.
This was a glory given to Christ before the foundation of the
world; out Jet it be remarked that the glory, whether personal or
given, is not said in scripture to be given, because the Son or the
.Pather assumed relationship to each other, and began to be what
they were not before. The false, ullscriptllral inference, .draw~l
from the preceding unscriptural statement is this, namely, that as
that the Father and Son began to be what they now are, byassuming this relation', so also they may go back again, into their
supposed primordial quiescence, and the relative personal name,
Everlasting 17 a ther, Isaiah ix. 6.; and the everlasting name of the
Son of the Father, Jesus Christ, the same, Heb. xiii. 8. became
extinct; and thus the relationship of the church, the sons and
daughters of the Lord Almighty, 2 Cor. vi. 18, become a nonentity, and the church be left without Father, Head,- Husband,
foundation, life, blessedness or glory :-but let God be true, and
every man (that denies his truth) a liar. 'Rom. iii. 4.
Again. The writer saith " there is in Christ's person the ful·
ness of the Godhead bodily, which gives life and personality;
which with the body, which together form the man Christ Jesus,
the second Adam, the Lord from heaven; not the man, &c.Surely the words of tbe Lord to Joh are very applicable here:Who is this that dal'keneth counsel by '{~ords '{~ithout knowledge?
Job xxxviii. 2.: for it is evident that the writer,by his words, saith
thus-that Christ's person existed without life and personality
before t.he Godhead gave it to him, then he began to be what he
was n6t before, a person with life and personalitJ; then there is
a body, of what sort is not said, but this together forms the man,_
Alas! What sort of a Christ is this? The scriptures do 1I0t mention such an 'one; for herein is stated a dead person without lite
and personality; then he hath given a life and personality: then
follows the body, this forms the man, not tbe mall made in all
things, points, &c. So' then Christ is two men and one person t,p
whom the Godhead gave life and personality. This is monsterous and incomprehensible, and at a decided variance with,the
testimonies of the Holy Ghost relative to the Christ the Jehovah
The writer certainly bath a wonderful wom b, for he hath conceived and brought forth such motley progeny, as no mention is
made of,
the annals of creation, or the genealogy of mankind;
.and the feature:-; are so covered with darkness, that it is very difficult to trace them; it seeoi~ to be an antient person, I suppose an
antique man, with a body pre.existing. Ah, depraved reason,
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more subtle than a fox, and then life and personality is given to it
by the fulness of the Godhead! W here the body, or the prior
dead person came from, the writer hath not said, but he sees a
body, whether animate or inanimate is riot declared, but a body
there is, whether dead or alive, and this together forms the second
Adam before the first existed; this is telling dreams, and prophesying vain visions, with all the stretch of natural reason; then
follows another man to make the writer's Christ complete.
If the subject was not too awful, one ~ight smile to see how
vain man would be wise, though born as a wild asses colt, Job xi.
12, and also to see how they prostitute, their reasoning faculties to
the devil, to tllrn the trll ths of God, if possi ble, into fables, novels,
atid romances. It is a grief to a spiritual mind, to see- the scriptures of, God the Holy Ghost, so contradicted and pervertlid.
Archippus gives us a hint on the pre· existent scheme; this wondcrful made up 'Christ of the writer laid aside his glory which the
Father gave him as God-man. Now I bid defiance to any of
. those reasonable writeTS, to prove from scripture, that the Christ
of God was ever God and man in one person, before his incargation; and who can say what the' writer means by limiting the
puttiqgs forth of himself, that is of the Godhead. It should have
'Leen stated whether the Father limited the Godhead, 01' where it
was the act et' his Christ.
I tremble as l proceed to nOlice such strange delusions, and I
pass over some vainrirnagini,tions lest I should be too prolix, yet
the following cannot be passed over; "in limitzng, contracting,
and 1'f:strainillg himself that is the Godhead." (pause: Can anything exceed the awful nature of such statements? Is it anything
short of the doctrine of devils? What, the Godhead limited,
contracted and restrained! 0, my soul, come thou not into such
an assembly. Alas! What a Christ the writer hath got! And
also he saith " being deprived of the glory which the Father gave
him." Whatever views- the writer may have of the Godhead of
Christ, his personality and co equality with the Father; he endeavours all he can, to becloud it; for instead of declaring him
to be God, the Creator of alllhings, it appears he only existed as
the representative and regent of the Lord; and to his given glory
'the church shall attain: but in opposition to all such jargon, the
Holy Ghost gives the best tstatement, saying, Jehovah shall be
thy light everlast;ng, and thy God thy g l01'!), Isaiah Ix 19. The
writer saith, " the human nature in his hody" now part and par'cel of himself." This, to me, is very sophistical; himself, with
a body, with the·humaunalure ill it, part and p'arcel of his Christ,
," In his own proper ·p,erson, &;c." I-lath Ch!ist an improper person; why, according to- this, statement, he surely hath; but not
as Christ'of God. Surely 'the writer is giving a very crude portrait ~f hi~ Christ as a very' imprOI?~r persoil; but the Christ (~f
God IS fairer than the children of men, not slzatl be; and he IS
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super-eminent, because of his Goc)head, personality, and eternity
in the unity of the essence Jehovah.
Next comes the acco)lnt of Dlan, bo<;ly, soul, and spirit., Christ derived all that belongs to [natl ; (though the write~ says)
r'le was man before, (save the spirit) of necessity, from the Virgin." God the Spirit deelares, that it behoved Christ to be made
in all things like his brethren, but th~ writer contradicts this, and
so makes the Spir,it a liar; for ht;: says it 'was .only A body and
soul, and God was the Spirit; .and this Spirit whetJ unit~d., gave
existence and personality, This w,ord existence d~n,es the Father's
act in preparing the body, and t,ne act- gf the Holy Ghost in ov~r
spadowing the Virgit;J, and the word person.ality ascribed to the
~llm'an nature is' a 'contradiction to the statement of Jhe Holy
Ghost, who nowhere in the word calls the human na·turea person, but. detl/!.res it to be the bo~ly of his (Ch·rist's) flesh; .and if
he had not a spi'rit as his brethren, be was not in all thiogs like
them. But Christ saith to his Father-Into thy hands,.J comm£t
't1'l;1j Spirit: he 'pouted out Ms soul unto death, and he gave up tlte
ghost, or dismisse4 tlie Spirit. If the writer is j::orr,ect, Christ's
body delivered up Godhead, to God the Father, . but s~n~ly the
writer's Chrrisri,s nOt the Christ of God·, but an ilTIagin~j.J'Y ,o.ne.,'
Thus, Mr. Editor, I hav~ made a few brief remarks 0n the piec.e
Qf Archippus, whose sayings are very ing,eninu.sly i.ntel'!sp€rsed
a~ll1ong some tTillths, which reasollable .men are sure to intrPduee,
that the poi,son m~y not -so soon be <!iscov.ered-bu~th~ word of.
our God stands, f.or ever. And I remain yours in ~h.e if>~'eci9Ps
L.ord Jesus. «
P~ymout/I, July 11, 183,6.
A TRI-GGS.
I

CORRESPON DENCIES.
TII'E ETERNAL SON OF !fllE FA,TBJ>·R.

WE received a letter from Mr. Style, relative to a piece of his
which appeared in our ]astJu]y . Numher, where, on p. 320, we
inserted, in two instances, the appellatio o of E'fERNAL to th.e· title
of ~on, in reference to the Son of God, so as to render the Deity
of our Lord and SavioW' more conspicuous in the perusal. Mr.
Style certainly gives us credit., that we made the ad.<ilition upon
the best of motiv,es, by way, he says, of dignify£ng the person of
Christ, so as to exalt the person of our adorable Lord. Bu.t our
scntim,ents he obs_erves, ,nor the addition made, be does not approve, as
does not believe in the ETEUNA1, generation of lohe
Son of God, or that he was eternally begotten. for hefllrther
goes on to say,-that it was the word of God that was eternal,
and not the Son, and that the word of God is a PART of God,
Father, Word apd 'Spirit, one Jehovah!!!·
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.Here we find ambiguity upon ambiguity-" The word eternal
and NOT the Son," And then-" the word of God, A PART of Goct,"
Really such a description of the Incarnate Son of the Most Highest,
appears to us not onIY'ill-worded and dangerous, but derogatory to
his crown and dignity. It gives us pain to put it on record, nor
should it appear, but in order to raze the crazy structure from its
~andy foundation. May God keep his mystic body, and the pages
of this Publica.tion, from being infected with such horrid delusions!
Beloved reader, bear with us upon our entering so often upon this
important topic, namely, THE ETERNEL Sjj;LF-EXISTENCE OF THE
SON OF GOD. The subject is ever new to us, the joy of our soul, and
its very life' blood. It is no vain speculation, that all men should
honour the Son even as they honour the Father. This is the true God,
and eternal life,and this life he has in himself. The whole of revelation, without the belief of this, would be a Illere cypher, and the
fabric of our hope would have nothing to rest upon. It is of everlasting concern to know whose we are, and WHOM we serve.· For
whosoever shall confess, that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth
in \-him, and, he in God. The consequencl;l of which is, he that hath
foe; Son, hath' life, and he that- bath not the Son of God, hath not
life.' When we speak of the Son of God it' must be in lll-!man language, we have no other way of idiom- here is our boufldary. ''Iihen
we say, if there is a son, there must be a father, two distinct beings,
the 'son with the whole nature of the father. When Christ speaks
of himself, it is as a distinct 'person, I; and my Father; are onethat is, in unity of essence and relation. So that a plurality of per, sons d,oth not infer a plurality of essence. Consider, beloved reader,
we have no conception of a Father without a Son, nor of a Son, but
under thy idea of a person. We take the fact as laid down, that the
Son of--God is not produced by creation, but believe he is the only
begotten Son with the WHOLE ESSENCE, not "a part," of the
Father communicated to him; the same as, one man is the son of
another. So in like manner the Holy Spirit, is one God with the
-Father and the' Son, and is distinguished from both, but ALL having
DIVIN'E ATTR}BUTES. The three eternal distinction of Persons, subsisting in ONE ETERNAL UNITY OF ESSENCE. The Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, all equally possessing the Divine nature and attributes,
ani:! yet one living and ,tru~ God, in. the ever blessed and undivided
Trinity. A co-equality arising, from the unity of the essence.
This is our doctrine.
,
,
Now c!Jncerning the second Person in the glorious Trinity, he had
a n eternal, and temporal generation. He was the Son of man, being the son of Adam, of the seed of Abraham, and descending from
,the loins of David, perfect man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh
subsisting. Madc in all things' like unto his brethren. Keep in
,mind, beloved reader, there \vas no pl·iority,.of human nature in
point of date. For he who was the Lord from heaven, became the
:second Adam. He was the first· bom child of Mary, and in point of
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excellence respecting his mysterious conception, and being without
sin, TJJ"~ J<'IRST-BORN OF EVERY ,CREATURE. Hence was fulfilled the
prophecy of hirn,- I will MAKE him my first-born, higher than the
kings of the earth. Higher than all their first-borns, whom they
distinguish as such.
Respecting the Divine generation of the Son of God, the reality
of the fact is only asserted, by the conception of wor~s, the manner
is not to be comprehended" nor explained by a finite creature, We
are upbraided constantly by the Sabellians that we worship a begotten God; because, in speaking of the eternal generation of the Son
of Gud, we are under the necessity of using those symbolical terms.
We have remarked lately, that we used a figurative speech, because
we have no other terms sufficient, to speak of this sublime mystery,
the lWlmLASTlNG SON OF THE FATHBR. But do not tlle scriptures
the same, when describing the Almighty. It is said-The Lord
spake unto Moses face to face: the real fact is, there is no face; for
no man has seen God at any time, and unto whom IS he to be compared. Eternal generation, is among the incommunicable attributes of eternity, as Omnipotence, Omniscience and' Omnipresence;
we cannot understand .them literally, according to the attributes of
time, no, nor when we use figurative terms; but let it here be no.
ticed, and put in remembrance, that however inadequate, our conceptions are, the correspondence is real. And be it also remembered
by our cavillers, that when God speaketh of himself, he speaketti
analogically, and always communicates himself in such conceptions.
Therefore when we use metaphorical expressions of God, it is only
by way of resemblance, as fallingjar short of what they imply, in
fact after all they are only'shadows. Then what is"the term eternally begotten? Why, the ocean of infinity. Here is our !:tanding
place, against all the opposers of the ETERNAL Sonship of Christ;
and while we are in ,this tabernacle, we shall ever dwell upon the
subject to the discomfiture of all g!,insayers, and perverters of Gocl's
truths; and continually in our pages .assert,- That he who is the
head of all things to his church, is truly the ETERNAL Son of God.
Not a 1)(U't, but a WHOLE, in whom dll'elleth all the FULNBSS of the
G~dhead bodily. It is upon this ground, that his sheep shall never
perish, for he and his Father are one, in equal majesty and glory.
Upon the whole, we fearlessly assert, that all those Human Preexisterians, who deny the eternal Pre-existence of Christ, degrade
the Lord of life and glory; they make him a begotten creature, inferior to the Father as touching his Godhead. As such their fountion is on the,sand. and if God be true, they and 'their building will
perish together. For whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not
the Father.
London, July 14, 18;:)6.
1, ,I l l
•
EDITORS.
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Tlte Editors,o! the Gospellliagazine.
WHO IS THE A1JTHOR OF' SIN.
MFSsRS. EDITORS.

A solicitation is made to you by foul' ministers of the gospel, that
you will uneguivocally make a declaration of your opinion, Whether,
God, or the devil, be the ,author of sin? It i~ thought proper; from
perusing some of your sentiments, that you should not hide yourself in ambush on this particular subject. With all due respect to
your talents, I sign myself, for my friends, your obedient servant,
B,:rmingham, Dec. 28, 1835.
JAMES WHITE.
OUR reply to the above Interrogation is-Neither God, nor the devil,
nor man. Not God, for he is holy in all his ways, and righteous in
all his work~. Nbt the devil, for he is only an a~ent- a being of
limited 'power. And as for. man, tbe supposition would be impious;
it would be to assert, that Infinite Wisdom, brought into existence
a free agent, who should have power to counteract his designs, and
to disturb the general order of the universe.
London, Dec. 31, 1836.
.
EDITORS.
-'--000---

To

.StRs,

~he

Editors of the Gospel Mapazine.

ON WITHHOLDING THE LORD'S SUPPER •

I PROFESS to be a Dissenter upon principle, and yet I love all those
who love the Lord Jesus Christ, however opposite tl1ey may be to
iny views respecting the scaffolding erected on the outside of the
buiCdi'ng. I wish to" ask your opinion upon a circumstance which
lies much on my mint!. 1 am situated in a populous village, and
have for a length of time associated with a Bapti~t congregation,
but as } cannot be, persuaded of the necessity of adult baptism, and
if I could, my frame is so delicate, that I have not nerve sufficient to
submit to it by immersion, as such, and for no other reason, I am
denied access to the table of the Lord, and shut out of that privilege.
Is it not tantamount by saying" One thing is needful," and is it
right to withhold from a penitent sinner that ordinance. Your
advice I shall deem a deep and an acknowledgeq obligation.
Isle of Tltanet, May, 14, ~836.
ELIZABETH.
. W~ would remark to our female correspondent, that several questions similar to her own, are put to us ill onder to entangle, or force us
into al) uoprofitable contwversy. However giving her credit for the
reality of her inquiry, w:e will meet the obstacle as it is. To us it
<1ppears most pJ,epostero.us, t,o admit JIlersons to join in the solemn
ser.vices of prayer and thanksgiving to Almighty God;and withhol4
from them, the ordinance of the Lord's Supper. For there is nothing
compJicated ,or mysterious therein, it is neither more, 1101' Jess, than
a sim'ple attestation, to a deed executed, and a commemoration
thereof. It is true, there are numbers of religious people, make of
it, what was never intended, namely, a quietus for a trOUbled con-
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science, and a passport for the kingdom of heaven, stumbling,
not discerning the Lord's body, but herein to their own master, they
must stand or fall. As for the open profane and wicked, they never
trouble themselves about it. Therefore we must say; under the most
dispassionate consideration, that to offer boundaries to the Lord's table, like a turnpike road, is a prescription that no fellow worm of the
earth OUGHT to ASSUME, it is a domineering prerogative bordering
upon tyranny. The advice given by'an inspired apostle. is, Let a
man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread" and drink
of that cup. The command is reiterated-Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith. And here we must remark, it is a grand
characteri,stic of the Church of England, that her communion table
is open to the godly of every denomination, who upon 'CONFESSION
of 'tHEIR manifold sins and unworthiness, in thought word and deed
a gainst the Divine Majesty, with a repentant penit~nt heart, not
trusting in their own righteousness, but in the manifold mercies of
God in Christ Jesus, are invited to draw near to partake of the ele,ments of the body and blood of Christ, in rememberance that Christ
died for them.
We close these remarks to Eli~ ahetli, by sa ying, as she seems disposed not to stumble at straws, or make a mountain, of a barley
corn; the barrier she complains of is removed, as she can without
refusal intermix: with Christ',s flock in anothcr communion, where no
one is permitted to domineer over her Christian liberty, or usurp authority ,over the conscience of a " penitent sinnel',"
,

London, May 28, 1836.

EDITORS.

-'--000---

A C.\HD.

A Ll'I'l:LE company resirling at Manchester, present their affectionate
regard to the Editor of the Gospel Magazine, should esteem it a
kindness to give them his sentimen'ts on the following passage of
scripture: " No man hatlt ascended up to heaven, but he that came
down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven." it is
well known the Arians and Sabellians, repeatedly urge the above
scripture, in order to establish the pre-existence of Chrjst's human
soul, ,before the world was, to the exclusion of his ETERNAL Pre-'
existence, and his equality with God the Father, annihilating his
distinct personality and making him inferior to the Father. A little
God.
The Editors j udicio~s i;lnd pithy obser~ations,,always closely coming to the point in hand, would bc preferred.
Feb. 20, 1836.
.•
)

of reserve and decorum, dictate silence to us on subjects
wherein the wise and good differ, but in matters of eternal importance, particularly, whether we worship Jehovah, .love or Lord, we
arc justified in our consciences, by speaking our thoughts.
We thank the above" Little Compan.'IJ" for their kind tokens of
PRUDENCE
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I'egard, and for their partiality (0 those qualifications we are llnconscious of
IJossessing; aliI' lex scripta, is the word of God, the ground work ou which
we stand.
.
.
Respe.cting the portion of scripture sent for 0111' consideration, we imust
say, uone but an ideot, or a babe iu human knowledge, could ever dream of a
son of man, existing. l.iej'ore man, that is, a created being, prior to the creation.
If we take the above quoted script.ure in its literal sense, we shall shut out
Enoch and Elijah from heaven, and give ubiquit.y to the human nature of
Christ, and commence Papists as well as Arians.
~ The plain meaning appears to be this, our blessed Lord, speaking to Nicodemus respecting the work of regeneration, and its effects, comparing it to
the win'd that bloweth in its opemtions, and this ruler of the Jews, consulting his own naturalreason,..questioning the reality thereof; our Lord replies,
If 1 have told you earlhly things, and ye believe not, how shall yOll believe if
I tell yOll of heavenly things. And no man hath asceuded up to heaveu to
bring down the mystery I have been telling )'Oll of, but myself, that came
down from heaven, and BECA M E the Son of man, who is now conversing witb
yOll, and is now in heaven in bis Divine nature. Here is a dear attestation to
the divinity of our incarnate Lord and Saviour, that while his manhood was
on earth, speaking to Nicodemus, his Divine nature, at that instant, was filling
lIeaven and earth witll his presence.
The fact is this, the Everlastiug Son of the Father, w ha was' consubstantial
and co-equal with him, came down from heaven, and clothed himself witl,l
mortality, and thns became the Son of man. When he had finished the Walk
appointed him to do, he siood upon mount Olivet, 111 his Divine nature as
God and man, and ascended up into heaven, with the same bod,v, born of
Mary, and which hung upon the cross, and was bnried, and is now encircled
with glory, thousands lof times brighter than the sun. Let our" Little Company" join with us, before we come into the immediate presence 01 OUI' Lord
and Saviour, and exclaim in one chorus, sa) ing-Thou art the King of glory
o Christ! Thou art the Everlasting SON of the Father. Who art one God;
not ,One only Person, but Three Persons in One snbstance. For that whic11
we believe or the glory of the Father, the same we believe of the Son and of
tbe Holy Ghost, without any!difference 01' inequality. Therefore with angels
'l.lld arch angels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify
thy glorious name! evermore praising thee and [saying, Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God of hosts, heaven and earlll are full of thy glory! Glory be to thee 0
Lord, most high!
London, Ma1'cll 1, 18il6.
EDlTOHS.

LITERARY INTELLIGENcE:.
At the urgent solicitation of several respectable persons desirolls of a New and
Cl editable edition of Toplady's WOTks, which have been out of print for some
)"ears, and seeing a surreptitious and paltry impression, most disgraceful tQ
that renowned champion of truth, and hearing that another is announced,
have, in conjunction with a few clergymen, made application to the original
Editor, who is now liVing, to superintellu, with them, a new and enlarged
edition: having had bequeathed to him as Mr. Toplady's executor,Mr. Hnssey,
his remaining manuscripts, who has arranged a great part of the same for the
press, which were not printed ill his Works, so as to form a complete edition,
in Seven Volumes Octavo. It is proposed, when a sufficient number of Subscribers shall have given in their names (0 Mr. Row, Great Marlborough
Street, or to Mr. Day, GoslYell St, eCl, every celerit)' will be given to expedite
the Pnblication. J t is reqllested letters sent ,vill be free of postage.

