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see you not a mercy in the text exactly suited.'t!> your con~
dition? You are dark-under temptations, perhaps, of va~i~'lls kinds,
and your path, to your own view, darker, more mysterious, and, aj'Jpa~
rently, less likely to be attended with deliverance than ever. You
look around, but the more you look, the more are you filled with anxiety
and fear, wondering what the issue will be, and contemplating a thousand ills; but the language before us exactly suits your present trying
state. Though you are tempted, sorely tried, and, at present, see not
the way of relief; yet "the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out
of temptations." Now this presupposes that you would not know how
to deliver yourself, nor how the Lord would deliver you, until he was
pleased most graciously to reveal his own way of deliverance.
Whatever, therefore, the peculiar nature of your temptation may be
-however you may be cast down and deeply exercised on account of it
-whatever may be your fears as to the ultimate issue; unto Jesus,
and to hi'malone, can we direct you. Men can do you no good; you
may flee to them, and unbosom your heart, and thereby render yourself liable for them to "turn again and rend you;" but all will fall
No. 20, VOL. n.-New Series.
.
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short, unlil, out of dire necessity, you are brought to fall down before
the Lord, a pOOl', ignorant, utterly helpless worm.
Beloved, we have so much miserably-deceptive creature-strength
cleaving unto us, that proves a stumbling-block in the way to Jesus.
We talk of being helpless-we acknowledge before the throne that we
are so-but our general conduct gives our confession the lie. Could
we be so sensibly weak as to distrust ourselves for everything, and rest
wholly upon Jesus, we should: then lmow a great deal more of peace
and inward satisfaction than we now know.
But you. will say, "Ah! but you don't know my case." Very true:
nor you ours. But if we did, the result would be the same, and our
advice the same. It is to bring us down to a deep feeling sense that
we are nothing, and less than nothing, that we are thus exercised from
day to day.
What is your temptation or trial? r~'it soul desertion? After a
bright manifestation, ye younger ones-after a sweet assurance that the
Lord loved you, and gave himself for you; fulfilled the law for you;
took your yoke upon himself; died in your stead; and cancelled your
huge debt-has he withdrawn himself, and left you in a state of doubt
.
and fear as to the reality of your deliverance? If ell, he knows llOW to
deliver you. In some unexpected way, and at some most seasonabl~
moment, he will assuredly appeal' again; break in afresh; ratify his
former visit; and again whisper, "All is well."
Are vile lustings-the fresh exhibition of old propensities, and ardent
striving for the mastery of former corruptions - your temptations?
God knows how to deliver you from the power of the Canaanite, though
he may still dwell in the land. It is true you may be cast down, affrighted above measure; you cry and sigh under a feeling of your
inward abominations; you think it impossible that ever God can dwell
where so much depravity is pent up, and threatens every moment to
burst forth; but He does; and though for months, and even years,
you may feel, more or less, the secret movements of this vile enemythough you may be under an almost perpetual fear of falling into open
sin, and find a sort of heal't acquie8cence in some daring temptation,
that you could not disclose to mortals for worlds, and u~der which
your head is bowed down in agony, and you on the verge of despair;
yet the Lord knoweth how to deliver you. He has his own peculiar
method in reserve; and if ten thousand devils intercept your course,
we still say, ~o to Jesus-tell Jesus-cry and sigh to Jesus, though he
seem to give no heed. Oh! it is such a sweet word, "He Imoweth
how to deliver the godly out of temptations." Poor soul, most heartily
would we condole with you ; earnestly wculd we converse with you,
and strive to comfort you; but this would be the sum and substance
of all we could say, to Je8u8, poor 80ul, to Je8U8! We should only
stand as a finger-post, pointing (~) to Jesus! the city of refuge, so
sweetly set forth in the thirty-fifth chapter of Numbers. He must
subdue the love of sin; he must control your evil nature; he must
embitter iniquity; he must cause the new man of the heart to be
going out after himself, in contradistinction to an evil heart going out
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after sin. It is his own work. All your efforts, abstractedly considered, are vain. It must be Jesus putting forth his own power in the
soul, as sin and hell's mighty Conqueror.
Are impious thoughts your temptation? Do you mourn, and yet not
seem to mourn, day by day, under an almost constant succession of evil
and rebellious thoughts against the Majesty of heaven, under which
you are constantly in the apprehension that they will some day break
forth in the most horrid blasphemies against a holy, blessed, and sacred
Trinity? Is an oath ready at every trifling circumstance of mortification? A chill comes over the frame-a trembling takes possession of
you, scarcely knowing whether you have given utterance to the fearful
expressions which have been bnbbling up within. Ah! He knoweth ltow to deliver you, and to presene your lips from affording
utterance to language, rather than to express which, you would that
they should be closed in unbroken silence.
Are the questioning of the being of a God, and scruples about an eternal state of existence, your temptation? At frequent intervals does
the adversary of souls suggest to the unbelief of the heart that there is
no God, or that, if there be a God, he does not stoop to regard puny
mortals, and could not possibly interest himself in their future welfare?
That there is 110t·--there cannot be a future state of eternal existence?
that it is con trary to the nature of things ? and because your poor, narrow,
finite capacity cannot comprehend it, that therefore it does not exist?
Are these yOUI' frequent reasonings, after perhaps a knowledge of the
Lord for ten, twenty, thirty, forty years? And do they so repeatedly
break in as to rob you of your comfort, disturb your peace, and interrupt your communion? He knoweth !low to deliver the godly out
of temptations, and so to subvert the scepticism of your mind by a
knowledge of his truth, and to fill yOUl' mouth with arguments, as to
put the adversary to flight, and to establish you in a more thorongh
knowledge of Satan's craft, and the eternal truth of God's most holy
word. With some of us, the frequent questioning of an eternal state of
being, is as sharp a trial and temptation as ever, and under it we groan
with deepest anguish. The language of the heart is, with Paul, "If in
this life only we have hope in Christ, we are, of all men, most miserable."
" What advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? Let us eat and drink,
for to-morrow we die." By his infernal insinuations, infused, as they
are, in such a subtile way, the arch deceiver will, as it were, dash from
the hand of the believer the cup of consolation as he raises it to his
lips; causing him to drink instead a draught of gall and bitterness,
which fills his whole soul with anguish; robs him of every particle of
comfort; and sends him mourning to and fro, solitary and alone. To
be robbed of his hope-the hope that has stood by him during many
years of trial-in a moment to be deprived of that glorious prospect
beyond time, which is his chief solace in time, is no trifling matter.
His distress none can describe, nor the nature of his sorrow can any
comprehend, but those who have been called to wade through these
deep waters. Yet, even this shall be overruled for good by the wonder-working power of Him who "knoweth !low to deliver the godly out
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of temptations." Instrumentally, it will lead him into II deeper investi·
gation of the ground-work of his hope; to a closer walking with God,
and a more thorough inquiry iuto truth; he will be seeking more
ardently after the inward witnessing, and doubt-assuaging power of
the Holy Ghost; he will be less satisfied with the mere letter of Scripture, and less disposed to take everything for granted. No" 10 here,
or 10 there," will suffice a soul in this trying experience; he must have
the powerful voice of a powerful God speaking into his soul, before he
can be content. Listening to this again and again, he will be the
better qualified to meet his antagonist, in whatever way he may make
his approach; so that, the more he is worried with the temptation, the
more ardent will be his wrestling; the more the Lord speaks, the
firmer will be his establishment; and, by degrees, the temptation will
lose its strength and influence.
Do the cross-workings of Providence constitute your exercise or
temptation? Do you seem to be thwarted in every undertaking? Does
disappointment meet you at every turn? and have you, in comequence,
no sense of surrounding mercies, and are you deeply exercised with the
inward workings of ingratitude and rebellion? You feel, at times, upon
the point of taking the advice of Job's wife, to "curse God and die:"
and this fills you with bondage and fear. He knoweth how to deliver.
Having brought down your soul with labour" Blasted your schemes and laid you low " -

he can turn again his hand; bring you into a sweet contentment with
a small portion; and so overpower your heart with a sense of his
goodness, as to cause you to feel as the poor old woman did, when she
said, over her dry crust, " All this, and Christ too!" Instead of seeing
no mercy, you will see nothing but mercy; instead of no cause for
gratitude, abundant source of thanksgiving; and when, in the midst
of all your self-will and rebellion, the sweet gentle voice of Jesus is
heard, inquiring, "Hast thou lacked anything?" with a bursting
heart, a confused countenance, yet with sweet brokenness of spirit, your
reply will be, "~othing, nothing, nothing, Lord!"
Is self-destruction your temptation? Under dark feelings; doubts
of a future state; despair of light ever breaking in upon your dubious
way; a multitude of perverse and conflicting circumstances, is the
secret whisper frequently suggested, "You had better know the worst
of it; a few moments, and all will be over; after all, there may be no
future state; and, if there be, there is no hope of happiness for you,
either in this world or in that which is to come." Or, it may be the
tempter is suggesting, "God will pardon you this sin; he sees that
you are nearly worn out with anxiety and care; your nerves are
shaken; you border upon distraction; and for what is done in a
moment of frenzy, surely so merciful a God will not hold you accouutable." Ah! poor exercised brother, whoever you are, God knoweth how to deliver your tempted soul, and he can and will buffet that
lying adversary, that daring foe; so ready, as he is, with his crafty
insinuations. Oh! that the Lord may keep you from listening to, and
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parleying with, him. It is this that increases the snare-'tis this that
strengthens the temptation-this is the mode by which he brings into
a kind of half-compliance, and from which the good Lord alone can
rescue. We lose sight of Jesus, and we are taking part with Satan,
when adverse circumstances and disappointed feelings lead us on to
rebellious conclusions. Jesus-Jesus only is your refuge, poor soul,
under these excited feelings. Into your heart may he put the cry for
deliverance. Whatever may be the nature of your trial; however
painful the peculiar circumstances in which you are placed, the Lord
knows all about it; and, more than this, he has appointed all-yea,
the very path in which you are walking, and the precise trial with
which you are at this moment exercised: it is neither lighter nor
heavier than he appointed; nor did it come one moment sooner, nor
shall it last one moment longer, than he, from all eternity, designed.
All is well, dear brother, even if, with poor old Job, you are seated on
a dunghil; or, with a rebellious Jonah, at the bottom of the mountains. The Lord mercifully break in upon your poor weatherbeaten
soul. Your present" Woe is me, for I am undone," will, ere long, be
exchanged for, "Come hither, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you
what he hath done for my soul." You may deny it; ay, in the
unbelief of your heart you may go so far as to say, it is a lie; and
then, perhaps, be tried with the belief that you have sinned against the
Holy Ghost, by lying against your own conscience, and the light which
he has implanted. Some of us know this path, and have" found what
anguish of spirit and bondage of soul have arisen, from giving utterance
to the unbelief of the heart. It is bad enough when felt; but it is
worse, and brin~s more guilt, when spoken.
Are unlawful associations or alliances your temptation? Do you
seem intrigued? Do you feel as if you had committed yourself? And,
though the voice of conscience says, "Come out from among them, and
be ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing;" "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness;" "Ye cannot serve
Christ and Belial ;" "Be not unequally yoked:" yet does the tempter
suggest, "You have gone too far; you have engaged yourself; you
cannot draw back." And already have trouble and anguish taken possession of your breast? You feel in a strait betwixt two-in a state of
painful indecision-little rest night or day; no sweet access at the
throne; no pouring out your soul before God. Your once oft-repeated expression, "Here I am, Lord, do with me as seemeth thee good," is
stifled with the intruding question-the fleshly interrogation, "Ah!
but how can I give it up? May it not work better than I apprehend?
May it not be to my advantage? And, if it should be a trial, will it not
be one that will bring me to his feet?" Ah! poor soul, God that
knoweth how to deliver, help you, for you cannot help yourself. If
this be your reasoning, give it up-give it up. The Lord, in mercy,
bring you to this conclusion. Is it fellowship with a church which
promises much spiritual advantage; sweet Christian intercourse? Be
careful; if there be the hinderances in the mind previously hinted at,
your connexion with that church or people will be a snare, rather than
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otherwise, most assuredly. Is it some worldly enterprise 7 AballdOl
it, however weak-minded it may make you appear, as Satan says, in the
estimation of others. If you enter into it, you will have no peace, but
be compelled to retrace your steps in sorrow. Is it partnership in
trade 7 The best partner you can have, is a Friend that" sticketh closer
than a brother," who knows all your weaknesses, and can bear with all
your infirmities a thousand times better than you and your intended
partner will bear with each other. Give him up, friend, give him up;
for if there be not the sweet assurance again and again, "I am with
thee, fear not," you will bitterly regret the step you are tempted to
take. Is it a husband or a wife, you are exercised about 7 The intimacy,
perhaps, has been formed; mutual consent, probably, given, and
yet a multitude of fears intrude themselves. Beloved, may you be
kept on your watch-tower, and be "thoroughly persuaded in your own
mind." Know well the mind of God on the subject. Do not fear giving offence by going so often to the throne; tell your fears to the
Lord; in words express your misgivings. Yea, ask in plain language,
"Lord, is this man or this woman for me; chosen by thee as thine
own free gift, as suitable for me 7" Speak freely, if y~u "\I'ould hereafter have words with which to remind the Lord of his approbation.
Rest assured that "Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which
thou hast caused me to hope," will be a very requisite plea in the hour
of trial; for your path will not all be one of unclouded sunshine. And if,
respecting the spiritual state of the object you have -in view, you are
not thoroughly satisfied; if you are not at a point about their being a
son or daughter of the Lord God Almighty, but you are indulging the
thought that they will be brought to a knowledge of the truth, that they
are not enemies to religion; that they now attend the means, and express themselves in gratifying terms; it is dangerous ground, reader,
and, therefore, we dwell on these practical matters plainly and at length.
These every-day circumstances have been forcibly presented to the mind
at the moment of writing; hence we give them insertion, well assured
they have their practical bearing upon some one or other of our readers,
though utterly unknown. The Lord graciously dil'ect them into the
chaunel for which he intended them.
Is an inclination to go back into the world your temptation? God
kn,oweth how to deliver you. Your rest is broken there. No satisfaction can it afford you. Past seasons of spiritual enjoyment, forgotten
as they now are by you, have taken the sweetness out of every carnal
delight; and, with all your darkness and apparent indifference to God
and the things of God, you dare not deny but you feel a restlessness and
dissatisfaction in the contemplation of again pursuing those things
which once afforded you the utmost delight. Who effected the change?
And is not the same Lord as able now to work another change in your
feelings, and to cause you to take renewed delight in those dear subjects which, in your apprehension, have lost their sweetness? Ay,
to be sure he is. And you will find that this season of darkness, these
gloomy fears, and the temptation to abandon your hope, will, in the
end, work for your good. The light, when it breaks in, will be more
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acceptable when contrasted with your previous darkness; your hope
more steadfast and dear to your heart; and your temptations to give
all up, will show forth the loving-kindness and faithfulness of Him
who will not give up you. Does the envy of another's portion constitute vour temptation, and ever and anon is your mind filled with disquietude on account thereof? God knoweth how to deliver you; and,
by a discovery of the various intricate circumstances in which, probably, the very subject of your envy is placed, could, in a moment, reveal
to you how far your position exceeded his in point of comfort and satisfaction. Think on the old adage, "One half of the world knoweth not
how the other halflives." Were we better acquainted with the various
vicissitudes and trying circumstances through which others are called to
pass, we should take shame to ourselves and confusion of face, in the
estimation of our own privileges. Again, is affluence or the aspiring
after riches, your temptation? God knows how to deliver you. Perhaps it will be by giving you your heart's desire, and bringing leanness
into your soul. You have not the veriest idea of the snares to which
you would be exposed, in the situation to which you aspire. The envy
of others still higher than yourself, fashionable society, worldly conformity, would bring such dearth into your soul, and so rob your once
peaceful mind of its enjoyment, that, though rolling in your carriage,
or occupying the most splendid mansion, you would almost envy the
beggar that swept the pathway o'er which you trod. Depend on it,
that was a good prayer of Asaph's, "Give me neither poverty nor
riches, but feed me with food convenient for me." And has not his
gracious Majesty done so to the present moment? You, whose temptation is the indulgence of unbelief, and the outbursts of ungrateful sayinll;s, in the fear of poverty-why. suppose you were to be divested of
all you now possess; imagine that every shilling was to be taken from
you; and, after all your persevering efforts, you came, in the eye of the
world, to nought; can you be deprived of your God? Can they divest
you of your hope, your heart's treasure? Is not that in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through and steal? In all your afflictions, is he not afflicted? And if you
must go down into all the humblings of poverty, will not Jesus go there
with you? A good man was in quest of a house not long since; one of
the party being attracted by a window-bill, said, "Oh, that will not do,
it is merely a stable to let." "And that is as good as his Master had,"
said a third.
Uncouth as may seem the remark, ponder over
it, reader. Oh, the wretched pride of our hearts! If the extreme be
suggested to you, take it in all its bearings. That was a memorable
expression of Job, divested, as he was, of all, for which be was once so
notorious-" Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I
return thither. The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed
be the name of the Lord." Beloved, think where we are got to.
Consider how many years the dear Lord hath supplied us. Think on
the many deliverances he has wrought for us, the many fears from which
he has delivered us, and the many hopes which he has established in
our hearts. Consider how far onward we are in the wilderness; and,
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blessed be God, not one step to retrace. Does not the thought gladden
your heart and cheer your drooping spirit? Some, we know, are but
just buckling on the harness. Well. for you, the strength which those
of us have received, that are in the midst of the journey, and bearing
the burden and heat of the day, is in reserve for you; and you that are
in this latter position, cheer up, brethren, all is well. Thirty-forty
vears in the wilderness; think on the faithfulness with which he has
carried us on; plenty of trials, but an equal plenty of mercies. Think
how we started; ah, think indeed! And there are our, aged readers,
arrived at the extremity; on the verge of Jordan, with Canaan in full
view;' think you that he will leave you?
" What, after so much mercy past,
Suffer you to sink at last? "
Oh, no, no! There shall he provision by the way, notwithstanding
all the discouragements that the present aspect of the times presents;
if nothing more, there will be bread and water; that we have the promise of our God for, and that will be amply sufficient to keep life in this
poor dying frame, until He that shall come, will come, and knock down
this poor, frail, tottering tabernacle! What a blessed downfal it will
be; will it not?
This brings us to a last particular, which frequently presents itself in
the shape of a painful exercise or temptation-the fear of death. And
the Lord knows how to deliv.er from this also. "All my life long,"
said one, "have I been the subject of the fear of death; but now it is
approaching, it is completely taken away." "The next time I come
this road," said the same individual, "I shall be in my coffin; but,
oh! I have not the least fear of it." Beloved, what a sweet mercy!
All is well, though you may have your fears about it. Your present
apprehensions are overruled for good; for thereby you are kept wait·
ing at the' throne, and there is sweet deliverance awaiting you, even from
these fears. The more fear in the prospect, the more calmness in the
reality. Generally, the most timid in life are the most courageous in
the darksome hour, called death. He that has been your Companion
across the wilderness, will surely be present there, to escort you
through the river; yes, and with Bunyan's Pilgrim, you shall "feel
the bottom, that is good,"
" When through the deep waters He calls thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not thee o'erflow;
For He will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee, thy deepest distress.
The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
He will not, He cannot desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He']] never, no never, no never forsake,"
THE
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THE 'G.REAT,'BLESSEDNESS 'OF AN INTE~EST -IN
CHRIST JESUS.
'That the ,'igliteo;,sness of the taw might be fulfilled in us, who walk '-no't after tlie flesh,
, bU&'after the Spi1'it.-Rom. viii.. 4·.
" , ~, .'

IN resuming> this great subject, it is proper to refer the, read~r back' to
November; "1841, of this Magazine, in order to take 1!Ip, or, rather,
attempt to take up, th.e· thread abl'uptly broken. A delineation is
there attempted of the law's demands, and man's jnabHity:to perform
its conditions; by reason of which the law is .sai~ to be "weak.'!
Still, as we proceeded, we found its sweeping precept unflinchingly
enforced, and, in order to the maintaining of the holiness of Jehdvali's
throne, it must be fulfilled. 'No provision being made' for his inability,
because the law knows no mercy, obedience is enforced, able or not
able-willing or not willing; either in person or by proxy. This made
way fot the rrch display of everlasting .love, hid behind the, reeking
sword of jnstice. One, whose strength, whose love; whose zeal, were
never yet described, came forward, and rendered unto God the price
demanded. He alone fought the battle against sin; which mighty
achievement made his people more than conquer by stauding still-not
having a hand in the matter. His own language concerning it is,
" ltIine own anJZ brought salvation."

We now come to the end contemplated, and which is sweetly introduced by the ap,ostle-viz. ".That the righteousness of the law might
be ful-fi1led in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the ·Spirit."
It has been attempted to follow the believer through sorqe of those
intricate windings, the invariahle coincidents of the Spirit's work on
the mind, into which they only can enter who are Spirit-taught.
Having gone throngh all those seasons of what (to use a familiar term)
may be called the winter-part of his spiritual career, ,out of which
scarcely a star let fall a ray of light on his path, and the 'only sounds
ringing in his ears were those of vengeance; not knowing that the
righteousness' of the law was fulfilled, until the Spirit turns him
about, and bids him look in an opposite direction.
There he
beholds Christ, pierced and bleeding under the weight of what he
had been expecting to fall on himself. Still, not one inch can he
move onward, but as he is led onward. It requires the pqtting
forth of the, hand of Omnipotence to make the plan of salvation
harmonise in bis understanding of the Scriptures, and the power
of God. The music of eloquence may expatiate at large, and enter
into ~ll the wiqe ranges of the attributes of Jehovah; but it is no
music to him until an assurance is given him that 'Christ hangs there
instead of himself.
'Th,us . taught, and 'viewing. him in his previous condition, makes a
contrast indeed. How great the ,transition! He is now called out of
darkness into'God's marvellous light. The day of summer breaks upon
2 I
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him, and the clouds disperse. "The singing of birds is heard," and
his spiritual apprehension of God's word expands; and, in proportion
as he trembled, he now rejoices ijl 'the assurance of God's everlasting
love through Christ manifested to himself.' "The righteousness of the
law" had been fu1jilling, but is now fulfilled, ,and, as he rises from the
mire and clay, his ears are saluted with an " Arise, shine, for tby light
is come, and the- glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." The vigour of
the law, demanding full payment, contributes largely to the preparing of
his, mind for the reception of those brighter manifestations of God in
Christ. By the laws of re.ason which regulate his mind, and balance,
in even scales~ all things which are presented to his observation, he is
t~ug4t to conclude that the love of Christ must be at least equal to the
ju.stice of the law; al1d the legality of the sentence which it recorded
against himself. Viewing It, therefore, as a covenant of works, and
seeing how it interferes with the affections, which, retrospection tells
him, were lllieIlated from God, he sees clearly that God had mercy on
him when he had no mercy on himself.
How thes,e reflecti{)ns magnify Christ and his peIfect obedience, in
~is estimation! and the mind which was once absorbed in gloomy appre~ensions, pondering over the harsh sentence of the law (which
'rather tended to harden him in his sorrow than otherwise affect him),
is now, employed in wOIlder and amazement as to the cause of thi,s
great effort, on the part of Christ.. He plainly sees that, his own conduct towards Gqd, not only did, not merit it, but resented it ;, so that,
so far from its being, even in a distant sense, the moviug cause of the
divine conduct, as far as the puny effort of a mortal could effect the
reverse, he did it. ,In summing up the evidence on both sides, and
appealing ,both to God's word and his own experience, he, at length,
arrives at the conclusion, that God loved him because he would love
him, and that,his lov.e or hatred did nothing towards procuripg or promoting it. ,:Thus, the difficult problem is s.olved into an act of God's
absolute sqvereignty. The Spirit proceeds with his teachi.ng,,'and
applies the blood of C4rist to cleanse, and the righteousness of Christ
to justify him, so ;that .he stands before God as though he had never
sinned.
'
Allow me to remind the reader of the cautious manner in which the
inspired penman p'roceeded with this sllbject. There is, here and
there, interspersed and closely knit, in a most prominent mann~r, the
combined operations of all the sa<;red Persons in the Godhead; as if it
were intended to exhibit the jus!Jce of God t4e Father as Lawgiver.
Thi~ shows up to II!eridian day th.e_helplessness of man, to which may
be .added his unwillingness to comply with those terms held out by the
law, even 8uppo8ing he we1'e able! Next to this, and in harmonising
orger, "orhes to view our beloved Surety; unsolicited and unheeded by
man-nay, more, hated for his love, persecuted and TIlUrdered. Still,
even this was insufficient to make man sensible of the benefits
resulting to himself. This makes way for the blessed Spirit's.application to his mind, the justice and mercy of God.
It is worthy of remark here, that herein lies the extreme difference
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between superficial or natural religion, and that which is spiritual and
taught by God himself. The former displays itself in some formal
way or other of mere professional conformity to the mere outworks of
Christianity, in order to appease, for the time being, the rankling thorn
of conscience. Rules propounded and applied to with stringent zeal,
and retired from with an air of felt self-importance, give rise to the
almost-only internal sentiment-viz. "I have done my duty." Added
to· this, there may be also a tolerably clear theoretical knowledge of
Scripture tl'lJth; but the natural reIigionist requires nothing spiritual;
contented and at ease, he folds his arms, and, having gone through
his regular routine, is upon a par with the Mussulman who has counted
his beads; easy outwardly and easy inwardly. While the spiritual
religionist is most discontented with himself, and, on recapitulating to
himself his (more or less) grief-trodden path,.and bringing to miJ:!d the
scourges of the law when he was a servant, the chastening'by which he
was received (Eeb. xii.), remembrance lays before his eyes the several
order. of the Spirie.s work on bis mind. The times are not forgotten
when under the law and under the curse; and when the :scene was
reversed, and he beheld the handwriting cancelled, he had long
known it to be contrary to him, hut groaned from inability to remove
it. Well, it is fulfilled now-that is to say, not only in reality, but in
Re remembers the
its application to himself by the Spirit's teaching.
"horror of great darkness" which fell upon him; the hard pillow of
stone on which he rolled his head in restless disquietude; nor, now he
is received, has he forgotten the ladder he saw, and who it was that
spoke to him at Bethe1.
But he is,: in the experience of God's rich grace, received into the
family, and, 'the eye's"of his understanding being enlightened, he comprehends, with all ~saiIlts, the love of God in its height and breadth;
depth and length., Moreover, and more wonderfnl still, an~ that
which bames finite comprehension, he knows that which passeth knowledge-that is, it is presumed he possesses an ability to compare things
which seem to differ; and, ha.ving experienced that which natural men
~ever knowi and to whom it is foolishness, he binds the strong cords
into one, which, in his previous apprehension of them, were all wrong,
now they are all right, and he, in an ecstacy, exclaims, ., He hath led
me by a right way." He sweetly discovers that salvation is of grace
from beginning to end; and his knowledge of it -has been brought about
through a course humiliating to himself and glorifying to God.
He walks" not after the flesh, but after the Spirit," considered in a
previous paper, and which I here omit to avoid tautology. A future
paper, God willing, will take into consideration the words immediately
following.
C088ey..
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FREE AMONG T HE DEAD.
PSALM LXXXVIII.

5.

OH;! the unspeakable privilege of hearing the voice of the Lord in this
howling wilderness of woe, calling us away from the unmeaning voice
of the multitude of sinful men, saying, " Come out from among them,
be ye separate from sinners;" receiving an express invitation from the
King of kings to come to his holy mount, for there God standeth in the
great congregation, and everyone of us in Zion appeareth before him.
But how do we appear? This is the great question' of individual concern. Surely with the praises of God in our mouths, with the song of
thanksgiving on our lips, and his love shed abroad in our hearts, as
"free among the dead;" to give all the glory to his great and holy name,
who hath called us out of nature's darkness into his own most marvellqus light; who hath breathed upon the inanimate existence of empty
vitality, and, from a death in the p;rave of sin, raised us, by new birth,
unto righteousness and eternal life. My reader, the era in which we live
stands prominent in the church's history for days of darkness and deception. Sad delusion is practised, to an awful extent, by the openly
profane; while declension from the truth, and departure from its simplicity, are manifested even by those who profess to know and love the
Lord. Can we look upon the times with unconcern? Can we see the
enemy coming in like a flood, and not pray that the Spirit of the living
God may lift up a standard agaInst him? Ho·..... do we manifest our
freedom from the yoke of sin, if not by standing fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ has made us free?
Oh! how sad, in the present day, is the cold Christianity of those
who slumber, in death-like silence, on the couch of mere formal profession. True, they are termed pious persons; they stand high in the
world as being devoted Christians, eminent for their zeal in the cause
of religion, and have a strong pretended love for the souls of men; but
I do not see these individuals are close walkers with a covenant God ~
those who live by precious faith on a precious Christ; or aspire to
be conformed to his image and likeness, and whose souls' sincere desire
is to depart and be with him, which is far better. They esteem it not
an honour to suffer for the cause of Christ, being utter strangers to persecution; nor is it their glory to bear the reproach of men for his sake
who bore it for ours, and reviled not again. They are neither poor,
afflicted, nor despised, but among the noble, the rich, and the great
men of the earth; they are lovers of self, lovers of pleasure, and not
lovers of God. I do not see them mix with the meek and lowly followers of the Lamb, who follow hard after Christ, and who go all their
days mourning on account of their sins; nor are they acquainted with
the Christian's internal conflicts, which keep up open war in their souls.
These are the "dead" in the midst of which the believer, in real,
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vital, and indissoluble union with Christ his covenant Head, stands
"free." My soul, contemplate the nature of this freedom. Is it a
bare deliverance from the terrors of Sinai, and escape, for a time, from
the condemning curse of the law,' which worketh wrath to those who
are under the law as a covenant of works? No: it is a disengagement
from the thraldom, dominion, and power of sin; a liberation from the
prison-house of slavish captivity, by the discharge of sin's debt to God's
grace, and by the communication of pardon; when we have nothing to
Such exemption is by virtue of God's
pay, then are we free indeed.
everlasting love to us as members of Christ's mystical body, to whom,
being planted together in the likeness of his death, there is no condemnation. Therefore, salvation is of faith, that it might be by grace; and
both being the gift of God, to him be all the praise.
.See to it, my brother, that thy freedom is such as will entitle thee to
the immunities of the Gospel; that thou art not a son of the bondwoman but of the free, and that faith has made thee whole. What
avail the vanities of life, the pleasures of sense, or the transient enjoyment of earthly' greatness? All are vexation of Spirit. I never yet
found the accessories of this world's bestowment were serviceable ap":
pelldages to the neck of Christianity; the ornaments which adorn her
are faith, hope, and love, honesty, meekness, and humility; for such
were worn by Christ. Say thou art freed from among the dead votaries of dying pleasures, and careful only for thy immortal existence.
Bid defiance to the world's frowns, t4e tempter's threats, or time's
ravages on thy frame, and say, " Come what will, poverty, sickness, or
disease, nakedness, famine, or sword, so' that I can lay my dying head
upon Jesus' breast, ,and throw my weary soul into the arms of a waiting
Christ; I am willing rather. to be absent from the body and present
with the Lord." One spark of God's saving grace in the soul will
kindle such an inextinguishable flame of divine love, holy fervour, and
heavenly aspiration o'er all the sacred passions of the mind, as shall constrain us to cry out with the psalmist, "I am as a wonder unto
many, but thou art my strong refuge." I had fainted by the way,
hadst thou not been the stay and support of my sorrowful soul; therefore, in the strength of thy arm will I put my trust; in the light of thy
countenance will I rejoice, and sit under the shadow of thy wings with
great delight. Truly can I rejoice, with Toplady, in Jesus, the Author
and Giver of these blessings, "whose blood (says the saint and my own
experience) is balm, whose presence is bliss, and whose smile is
heaven." Sweet, indeed, is the sip of love from the charming lips of
Christ, when he descends from on high and pours grace, sweeter than
honey to the taste, into the parched lips of a pilgrim on earth; and, oh!
how delightful to be anointed with the holy oil of divine unction from
above, running from the head down to the very skirts; making its way,
not only to the heart, but also influencing the life, by imparting the
most ardent desire to be holy even as God is holy.
My reader, suffer the word of exhortation, and let conscience reply.
How art thou testifying to the world that thou hast passed from death
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unto life, that thou art free among the dead? and where is the proof,
by thy actions, that the love of Jesus constrains thee? Canst thou sell
all that thou hast and give to the poor? Canst thou take up thy cross,
and follow Christ through evil report and through good report? Dost
thou esteem it an honour to be counted worthy to suffer for the cause
of Him who himself was despised and rejected of men for us? Is the
bare existence of spiritual life which gives thee but a name and a place
with the people of God, sufficient for the support of thy soul? Hast
thou not the desire tiJ maintain an entire distinction from the world,
and to be separate from the semblance of sin-living, as did our Lord
upon earth, holy, harmless, and undefiled? And, my own soul, rejoice
in thy freedom from the bonds of iniquity; count it thy blessing and
esteem it thy privilege that thou art enabled to try the things that
differ, and that thy spiritual eyes are open to see those things which
belong to God and those which sa-vour of men. Then glory only in
the Lord; be joyful in thy ransom, and rejoice in thy redemption from
the curse and condemnation of sin.
Blessed are they which are called to the marriage supper of the
Lamb; free in the kingdom of heaven from among tbe dear! inhabitants
of the earth, to sing an eternity of praises in the realms of bliss. Hallelujah! Salvation and glory to God.'
.
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doctrine of absolution in the power and disposal of man, is not a doctrine to bc found in the sacred book, nor was it known ti1l10ngaf.rer the time
of Christ and his apostles; it is the doctrine of devils (l Tim. iv. I) .. id.1'
reader may think me rash.in using this expression; my answer is, firstly, in
vindication thereof, it is scriptural; secondly, to prove 1 have not used it
harshly, I would beg you to consider the blood whicb has been sited through
the belief of this doctrine; if I were to say rivers, history would bear me
through. Is it not the tenet of thedevil embraced by his subjects? This being
a fact, it becomes us to give no quarter to it, but to oppose it with the utmost
fortitude and rigour of spiritual and moral denunciation.
The sentimeut we oppose took its rise from the corrupt Church of Rome,
and her only i Pope Clement VI. was the first known advocate; that it was
introduced to fill his coffers, cannot be douhted, which it has done. We have
the whole in the papal canon law, Extract Corn. 2, lib. b, cap. 2, "Unigenitus,"
in these words, "The Son of God, though a moderate drop of his hlood would
have sufficed for the redemption of all mankind, yet shed the whole: that,
therefore, the remainder of his blood (i. e. above all that drop) might not be
unprofitable, vain, and superfluous, it was left as a treasure to the church;
which treasure Christ did not hide in a napkin or in a field, but committed
it to St. Peter, the key-keeper of heaven, and to his successors, Christ's vic~rs
on earth, to be disposed of for the remission of sins."
That Christ shed more than a drop or drops of blood, is evident; in the
garden of Gethst:mane they werc almost innumerable, as the Evangelist Luke
THE
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informs us, "His sweat was, as it were, great drops of blood falling down to
the ground" (chap. xxii. 44). But this does not substantiate indefinite redemption; by no means; for the Goou Shepherd declares he "laid down his
life for his sheep" (John, x. 11, 26-28). The absolving, sin-cleansing
power and application of Jesus' blood, is not, in a greater or less degree,
delegated-" ro-priests, nor to men-of whatevE'r station, but is of and by Jesus;
for, saith the apostle, "By whom (Jesus) we have now received the atonement ,. (Rom. v. 11) ; and is applied by the Holy Spirit, and is not to be sold
or bought by men, be they divinely-appointed apostles of our Lord (Acts,
viii. 20, 21). If one drop of Christ's blood had been sufficient to atone for
the guilt of his elect, I can see no manner of necessity for his becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the cross; but it is clear from the sacred
volume, that the stress of our redemption is laid upon the death of Christ; for
" he became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Phi!. ii. 7 ;
also Gal. iv. 5); and he shed his heart's blood for this matchless purpose (see
John, xix. 34). By dying, Jesus satisfied the demands of divine justice; by
dying, he conquered all the powers of darkness; by dying, he finished the work
of redemption, and there.by brought life and immortality to light; and thus
the death of Christ is sufficient to atone for his people. That some of the
Saviour's blood was. shed in vain, is thus, scripturally, I trust, shown to be
error; Christ died for the work of salvation; his death is available; his pur-'
pose is fulfilled, imd this does away with indulgences as founded upon the
110tion of Clement VI., who, to this day, is an oracle in the Romish Church.

J\r01•w ich.
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THE NEW WORLD.
(Extract of a Letter to a Friend in America.)
UPOl" the first knowledge of th~ cont.inent of America, the minds of men in
general were much excited by the novelty of the discovery, and very anxious
solicitude was evinced respecting the nature of the country and description
of its inhabitants, as if a NEW WORLD had arisen from out of the sea. America
was, consequently, designateu, by Europeans, the" New World," while the
serious attention of the inhabitants of the" Old World" became ultimately
directed towards it; and now the intercourse is so. extensive and permanent,
and the means of communication so much improved, that the distance between the" Old World" and tbe "New" is, as it were, materially shortened;
so much so, that, more than ever, they appear as one.
So, the church militant on earth, ano. tbe church triumphant in heaven, are
spiritually one in the Lord .Jesus Christ, who" came and preached peace to
them which were afar off and t.o them that were nigh;" that through him
both Jew and Gentile might have access by one Spirit. unto the Father.
Again, the apostle says, ye are not come unto the Mount Sinai (for salvation) where justification cannot be found, seeing that by the law no flesh can
be justified or saveu, for by the law is tHe knowledge of sin; " but ye are
come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels," &c. And, indeed,
the Christian is emphatically directed to the new world, or church triumphant; for, while this present world will finally be brought to ruin, "we,
according to his promise (saith Peter), look for new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness."
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In the last two chapters of the book of Revelations, we are favoured,
through the instrumentality of the beloved disciple, with a description of the
church triumphant, as far as our present circumstances will permit; for
there is no doubt that the same is con veyed to us in figurative language, in
order that things spiritual and heavenly might be revealed and placed before
us. And, while the clear apprehension of these mysteries is not necessary to
salvation, still, as he<!-venly realities that concern the church of Christ, they
tend, as far as 'spiritually understood, to the encouragement of the Christian
pilgrim.'" "I saw (saith John) a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea,"
And the inheritors of these promises-born from above-are denominated
"new creatures;" "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature (or, let
him be a new creature); old things are passed away; beholll, all things are
become new" (2 Cor. v. 17).
.
And then, as to the general description of this" new world," we are told
that it will be the habitation of righteousness-" wherein dwelleth righteousness." No persecution there of the cause of God and truth; and, as n'o sin
will be found there, there will be no affliction, nor sorrow, nor pain, but God
will be All in all. A nd again, with reference to its inhabitants, "These are
they which-came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb."
Columbus, though derided in the outset, surmounted every obstacle, and,
overcoming the perils of the voyage, descried, at length, the objee:t of his
desire. And we find that Ishmael mocked at the child of promise, of whom
the apostle says, ",As he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that
was born after the Spirit, even so it is now." And again, " As the covenant
from the Mount Sinai gendereth to bondage, which is Agar, so Jerusalem is
in bondage with her children." "But Jerusalem which is above, is free, which
is the mother of us all" (Gal. iv.). But in this new heavens and new earth,
it is said in the vision, "there will be no more sea;" that is, say some, there
will be no more tribulation-the sufferings of the people of God being compared in the word to deep waters and to the proud waves of the sea; but the
waters of affliction and the waves of persecution will be known no more, as
the redeemed family enter into rest, and come to Mount Sion, which is above,
with songs and everlasting joys upon their heads (Isaiah, xxxv. 10).
Again, as the" New World" lAmerica) was not fully discovered at once,
the islands only being first known or seen; so the believer, though under
divine tuition, diJesnot, at first, realize or experimentally know the fulness
of the grace and eternal inheritance in Christ Jesus, there being degrees of
grace and of faith in this sublunary state. "I count not myself to have
apprehended (saith Paul): but this one thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus." Agreeably to this maxim of "pressing forward" in every danger
and difficulty, America became known to the rest of the world; while, for
• encouragement in our spiritual progress in the divine life, the apostle
affirms that he that beginneth the good work in the heart, will perform and
complete it, even to the great day of Christ Jesus (Phi!. i. 6, and iii. 13).

Cambel'well.

X.

'" If this remark were more clearly understood by the real church of God, how
much less family contentiol1 we should have.-En.
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MOFFITT, of Liverpool, was born in the year 1786, and was put to the
trade of a carpenter, which calling he followed, until about a year before his
decease. His mother attended the Methodist Chapel, Leed Street j but, as
she was not strict with her children, allowed them to go to whichever plalle of
worship they pleased. Her son James, it appears, generally went to the
parish church of St. Peter's, and was much attached to the services of the
Established Church to the end of his days.
It pleased God, about the year 1814, to turn his attention more particularly
to the subject of religion, through hearing a sermon preached from Luke,
xiii. 8, " Lord, let it alone this year also." How long he remained in a state
of legal bondage, does not appear j his wife and family were then living
without God and without hope; but, ultimately, it became evident that he
was really calle~, by the grace of God, out of nature's darkness into the light
and liberty of the glorious Gospel of Christ. A few years before his removal
from this world of sin and sorrow, he had the heartfelt satisfaction of knowing
that his spn Thomas became a monument of the same saving grace and mercy
of God; this was a circumstance which caused much and unfeigned praise and
thankfulness to his most merciful and gracious God, who had heard and answered his prayers. Most part of his days he was deeply exercised in mind,
as well as in body. Being, naturally, very nervous and diffident, he was very
reluctant to enter into controversy with those with whom he could not see eye
to eye; as it generally caused much warmth and irritability of feeling, which
lIe afterwards bad deeply to deplore, and was humbled for before the Lord.
His views of divine truth were excee.dingly clear and deep; and, from
being well exercised in the school of affliction, were tried and confirmed by
actual experience. He would strongly contend for the absolute sovereignty
of Jehovah", both in providence and grace, and made his boast of salvation by
sovereign grace alone, without the co;operation of the powers of the creature,
considered either as natural or spiritual; here be found a safe and sure foundation for his immortal soul to rest on. Of the Persons in the ever-blessed
and glorious Trinity, he would speak of the Holy Ghost as being most dear to
his soul; because, although the word of God informed him of the everlasting
love of the Father to the elect, redemption of their immortal ~ouls by the
Son j yet all this was of no avail to him, unless the Holy Ghost made him feel
an interest in them, and applied them to his conscience by his own peculiar
quickening power, bearing witness to his personal interest in the blessings of
salvation. As a sinner saved by grace, be was made to feel deeply tbat he
carried about with him a body of sin and death, and, to his heartfelt sorrow,
found that there was 1I0.wickedness we were exempt from, only as continually
kept by the restraining power and grace of Gqd. This was a mcans of causing
him to resort frequently to his closet, and there pour out his s0\11 before the
Lord; and in his social meetings with his Christian brethren, he often selected
his favourite hymn (300th of Nunn's selection) to be sung-viz.
" Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy never ceasing,'
Call for songs of loudest praise," &c.
This hymn was an index of his own state of mind. In his business he was
led most minutely to watch and trace the hand of God; and, while others in
the same trade appeared, as the world frequently do, to flourish abundantly,
JAMES
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he was necessitated to be satisfied with a plain, and often scantv, meal, not
knowing how the next would be supplied. He mentioned once the remarkable interposition of the Lord on his behalf, when, after being favoured with
much liberty of soul at the throne of grace, wrestling and pleading with the
Lord-" Thou must do something for me now, Lord, as I have not the means
of paying my taxes, and they are going to sell my furniture "-he had not
gone out of his house long, before he met a Christian friend, who inquired
after his welfare, temporal and spiritual, to whom he told his exercise of
mind, and, before they parted, this friend gave him the means to pay his
taxes. It was by the Lord's dealing with him thus, that he was taught to trace
all things, even the sending of a customer, up to his God and Father, admiring_ his wonderful ways to the children of men. He believed in the
election of a particular number of persons in Christ before the world was;
regeneration by the Holy Ghost; redemption from sin, death,. and hell, by
the blood of the Lamb; justification of the elect in the imputed righteousness
of Christ; predestination of all things, animate and inanimate, to a ·particular
use and end; along with which, the eternal reprobation of the non-elect.
That sin came to pass according to the fore-ordination or permission of God,
and whereby he accomplished his purposes; that the law of God is spiritual,
and cannot be fulfilled by man, but by nature all are under its curse, and
the believer in Jesus delights in it after the inner or new man; that the Lord's
people, generally, are the subjects of doubts and fears. He, generally, could,
most feelingly and deploringly, join in the confession, "We have left undone
the things which we ought to have done, and done the things which we ought
not to have done," &c.; while he frequently could unite with the people of
God"in heart and soul, in singing the Te Deum, "We praise thee, 0 God;
we acknowledge thee to he the Lord," &c. He had not long been in posses·.
sion of some property which was left him by an uncle, before the I~ord was
pleased to visit him with a severe illness, which terminated in his death. It
was a season marked, for the most part, with great darkness of mind in regard
to the intention of God respecting him;" he was, however, kept in a state of
peace, knowing that the salvation of his soul was safe, though not satisfied
in being deprived of the enjoyment of the love of God, and of communion and
fellowship with him. His pains of body were such, at times, that he felt a
spirit of rebellion was ready to break out, but which was much restrained by
the power of God. About a week before his death, a Christian friend told him
she was not satisfied with his experience; he replied, he knew he had been a
great sinner, but the "Lord Jesus is a great and mighty Saviour. And the
same individual said to him, " I would like to know, after your depgrture,
what your dying testimony is." On this subject, he afterwards remarked to a
Christian brother, that" my bodily pains are so violent, it is not possible
anything spiritual can arbe from me, unless the powerful operation of the
Holy Ghost raises me above it all;" but added, "If I should be taken suddenlyand without one, there is a portion of James' epistle you may receive
for it-viz. 'With whom is no variableness, neither snadow of turning' "
(chap. i. 17). On it being remarked, how composed he was, he replied,
"Ah 1 you don't know what I am enduring; and, as to the word of God,
there is no making anything of it, unless the Lord is pleased to bear it home
on my mind and understanding."
It was thought necessary to have an old woman, a relative, near him, to
.. How often is this the case with the dear children of God! They are darkest and
most fearful and discouraged when on the ~ve of a complete deliverance from a body
of sin and death, and treading the very threshold of a glorious ancl blissful eternity.ED.
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assist, at times, of whom he said, "I don't like her; oh! her looks are
such; she is an ungodly woman, You may do with me what you like when
I am gone, but I cannot endure to see that old woman."
At one time he said to his son Thomas, "Come here, Thomas, I have
something to say to you-the world, the flesh, and the Spirit, can nevpr
shake hands together; remember, I have told you." At another time, on
being asked how he was getting on, he said, "Dragging on vrry slowly-,
waiting for the time when I slJall hear the voice say, 'Come,' and I shall
be-enabled to say, 'Come, Lord Jesus; come quickly.' "
To a Christian friend he remarked, "There is a passage or two I have
found, where it says, 'For of him, and through him, and to him are all
things' (Rom. xi. 36); 'And by him all things consist' (Col. i. 17);
and so I consist by him, just as I am, and as he has made me."
One evening, after his minister had engaged in prayer, and asked him
if Jesus were precious, he said, in heartfelt melting expressions, which
touched the writer's heart, "Oh, yes! my Jesus knows me, and I know that
he has graven me on the palms of his hands; if we could see within the
veil, we should then know the needs-be for all this suffering."
He had felt
a desire, and requested the people·-()f Goilwho visited him, to pray that the
Lord would grant him_ his request in relieving his breathing; "There are
many ways," he said, "of taking us away, and it is my particular desire that this
should be done previously to my departure." About the 17th of April, heing
in great darkness of mind respecting his apprehension of the l'erson of Christ,
a Christian friend spoke to him about the unchangeableness of Jehovah
in his nature, purposes, and love; he afterwards engaged in prayer, and
was blessed with much liberty of soul before the Lord. Either befoie or
after he had concluded, Mr. :Moffitt broke out in exclaiming, "Glory! glory!
glory! My precious Jesus! This is what I want! This is what I have
been longing for! Liberty! liberty! liberty! My soul's at sweet liberty!
Glory be to the Father! Glory be to the Son! Glory be to the eternal
Spirit! Three Persons 'in one covenant God!" A few days after this he
, wrote on a slate for a Christian friend who was deaf, " My soul is triumphing in the Lord Jesus Christ, and -my poor body cannot bear any more.
This morning, aboutl four o'clock, I was favoured with one of myoId visits,
and poured out my soul to the Lord."
The Lord was pleased to grant him some sweet visits of his grace and
presence a few days before his dissolution, after having endured some seasons
of temptation from the adversary, and while passing through much tribulation of body. To a friend near him he said, "vVilliam, I feelI am in the
flesh _still, for Satan has been permitted to harass and perplex me much."
William replied, "It is a blessing there is a bound-to him, for he can go no
farther than our heavenly Father permits him." He replied, "Thus far
shalt thou go, but no farther. William, will you go to prayer, and ask for a
blessing, that the Lord would be pleased to manifest himself to my soul, and
that I may have strength given me to withstand the adversary." William
engaged in prayer, and the Lord again visited his soul, so that he broke out
in exclaiming, "Oh 1 precious Christ! Thou art precious! Thou art precious too_my 'soul! Thou art all my salvation! Thou art-all my desire t
Come, Lord Jesus, come! I long to be with thee,that I may see thee as
thou art!" He called his wife, to whom he said, " This is refreshing to my
poor body as well as to my soul."
Some time after this, it was evident he was fast hastening to his eternal
home in the heavens ; his sun ap_peared now to be setting, and the agony of
body which he was enduring appeared to say that his frail tabernacle must
soon be taken dow-n. On the evening preceding his death, his minister was
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sent for, to whom he said, "I sent for you to tell you that I have had a
glimpse of the waters, and I have seen God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost, and tJ1ey have testified with my soul. Hallelujah!
hallelujah! hallelujah! Amen." When it was intimated that he might still
recover, he expressed horror at the idea, saying, " I knflw it would only be
to commit more sin against my God." The minister engaged in prayer,
and when about to leave the room, he called him back, and requested that
he would pray to God that his wife might be supported for another day.
Very late this same evening, his friend vViJliam' was sent for, who helped
hiin out of bed, as he had become .very restless; he placed him near a table
to lean his head, when he thus began to speak, "The precious blood of
Christ! the precious blood of Christ! the precious hlood of Christ! The
cleansing blood of Christ! the cleansing blood of Christ! the cleansing
blood of Christ! The peace-tipeaking blood of Christ! Christ, my All in
all! my Lord and my God! Why are thy chariot-wheels so long in
coming? I long. to be with. thee; I am waiting to behold thy face. in
glory." He then became quite exhausted. After waking out of a doze,
he said, " I have been hearing my passing bell ;" and awhile after he said,
" The angels are round about my bed, waiting for me; but the time is not
yet come."
On the morning of his decease, he said to his daughter, in dreadful agony,
"This is the finger of death;" and, with bis arms lifted up, exclaimed,
Eternal, eternal, eternal Lord God, my Father!" He paused a little,. and,
in a very loud voice, cried O,l.lt, ,. Get out of the room! get ont of the room!
and let me die in peace!" He paused !lgain for awhile, and then said,
" Toou art not doing:wrong, Lord; thou art not doing'wrong, Lord. Amen,
amen!" Again he paused, and then cried out, "WiIliam, another struggle, another struggle, and all will be well!" He again lifted up his hands,
and exclaimed," Glory, glory, glory!" Again he paused, and, afterwards,
in great agony, said, "Cursed, cursed, cursed man! cursed flesh!"
William perceived he became weaker and weaker, and was saying something in a very low tone, and on listening attentively, heard him saying,
"A precious, precious, precious Christ! I am going to my Jesus!" He
again became very restless, and began repeating,
'" Awake, my soul, in joyful lays,
Alld sing thy great Redeemer's praise. '."

He then asked WiJliam, " Is not life gone yet? Hard fighting; one more
struggle, and all will be over." After another severe attack of pain, he
repeated,
" , He,saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet lov'd me, notwithstanding aIL' "

In attempting to say more, nature failed; but, in a few minutes afterwards,
asked if the minister were there; ". If he be," he added, " we will conclude
the conflict with praise." The last words he was heard to repeat were,
"Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe;" and then soon fell asleep in Jesns,
on the'30th day of April, 1839.
.
"And I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write, blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labours; and their works do follow them" (Rev. xiv. 13).
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LETTER TO A "PROFESSED" MINISTER, ON THE IMPROPRIETY OF ENDEA\TOURING TO ESTABLISH A
CREATURE-RIGHTEOUSNESS.
DEAlt SIR,

Having had the opportunity of attending your ministration on the evening of the last Lord's day, and finding many things in your discourse that
call for the serious attention of all those to whom the Gospel of Christ is
precious, I trust you will pardon the liberty I have now taken to address you
in much affection, and I would hope with that sincerity which the subject
demands.
St. Paul's admonition is, "Be not carried about with divers and strange
doctrines;" and his exhortations on these points are numerous, and cannot
be needed more than in the present Christ-del'pising day. But, without enlarging with any preliminary remarks, my object, at this time, is to prove
that-the doctrine you then set forth to your congregation was and is "strange
doctrine ;" inasmuch as it is not recognised by the word of God, but rather
repugnant thereto. The main object and design of a preached Gospel, are to
exalt Christ and debase the sinner; to magnify the grace of God in opposition to the pharisaical pride of human nature. Now, I ask, was your sermon,
on this occasion, tending to such a result as this? Far from it. On the
contrary, the name of Christ Jesus, in whom are freasured up all wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; for "there is no other name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved;" this adorable
Person, I say, who his Head and Husband of his body, the church-who is the
Alpha and Omega-who is tbe sum and substance of the wbole Gospel-who
is All in all, God blessed for ever-was e_ntirely disregarded and kept in the
back ground; while creature-holiness was exalted, and the" filthy rags" of
man's supposed righteousness formed the prominent feature of your discourse.
I need scarcely advert to the text and subject-matter of your preaching at
that time; as, from the observations I have already made, it will, doubtless, be
brought to your recollection, that the words you then chose to speak from
were, "Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him" (Gen.
v.24).
Before I proceed any farther, I would solemnly inquire, to what purpose
was this Scripture recorded? ''''as it for the purpose of eulogising, as you
then did, the piety of Enoch, or, in short, of any created being of the posterity of Adam? or, is it not rather made mention of for the exaltation of the
grace of God manifested on that individual, and the whole church of God as
they stand in union with the Redeemer? .Enoch walked with God, yet God
caused him to walk; he had no strength in himself to walk well-pleasing
with God; his piety did not originate in nature's garden (as you yourself
confessed), but was the fruit of God'~ grace implanted in his heart. Then let
God alone be exalted, not Enoch, or Lot, or. other pious characters, as you
termed them. Let his almighty gr,ace have the pre-eminence, not the creature's piety, which is the result of that grace; let him that gloriedl, therefore,
glory only in the Lord.
.
Before I dismiss these few brief observations, let me turn your attention to
the oracles of God's word, which,. in a moment, throw to the ground all
supposed holiness in the creature. Does David, for instance, extol creaturepiety? No: he says, when speaking of the praises of God, "I will make
mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only" (Psalm Ixxi. 16). Does
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the Prophet Isaiah extol creature-piety? He declares, " All our righteousness are as filthy rags" (Isaiah, Ixiv. 6). Does Job extol creature~piety?
His language is, " 1 abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes" (Job, xlii.
(j). Does St. Paul extol creature-piety? Quite tbe reverse, he says, "I
count all tbings but dung and dross, that I may win Chtist, and be found in
him, not having mine own righteousness" (Phi!. iii. 9).
These quotations, and others with which the Scriptures abound, plainly
demonstrate that your system of preaching and setting up of the piety of man,
however bright his Christian character may be, is not only contrary to the
whole tenor of God's word, but is also derogatory to the glory and honour of
Christ. His name alone should be exalted; His righteousness alone should
be made mention of; His full, free, and finished salvation should form the
sum and substance of every sermon you deliver, as a minister of his Gospel.
My addressing you with these remarks is a bounden duty; the Gospel of
Christ demands it; it says, " Rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound
in the faith." "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good." It is a
melancholy thing to find the righteousness of poor fallen man substituted for
the perfect righteousness of Christ. "In the Lord (says Jeremiah) have I
righteousness and strength;" he had none in himself, nor have you or I, but
as we stand related to Christ. May his almighty Spirit direct you into all
trnth, and may you be enabled to preach tbe Gospel, not with enticing words
of man's wisdom, hut in demonstration of the Spirit and in power j and may
his grace rest upon you abundantly..
So prays,
Yours affectionately, for the truth'!, sake,
Wareham, Dorset.
ONE OF THE LEAS'f.

CORRESPONDENCE.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,
In this day of open derision and hlasphemy against the vital and fundamental doctrines of the hlessed Bible, wben false prophets, in and out of the
Established C.hurcb, are striving to make inen believe that the precious truths
of our eternal election in Christ and predestination to eternal life, were not
beld by our martyrs. and reformers, but are the doctrines of a later, and, they
would say, a corrupt, age; and that those who are looking for salvation
through the alone merits and blood of a crucified Redeemer; holding the
electing love of God the Father, particular redemption, and indefectible grace,
as essential to tbe true preaching of the everlasting Gospel, are persons not
to be trusted; as they say falsely tbat these truths lead to immorality and dishonesty, in, fact, they are universally called Antinomians-outcasts in the world.
As these grand truths are sweet to my soul, and which I clasp to. my heart
with'tenacious grasp, and love all who hold the same, of wbatever denomination, I trust you will not take this as an impertinent request, if you could
spare a corner. ill your useful Magazine for the following extract from the
writings·of James Pilkington, the first Protestant Bishop of Durham. And
ob that the Lord would be pleased, in this our day of Arminianism, to give to
his elect people such pastors and teachers as he then raised up as monuments
of his grace and' sovereignty.
The extract is taken from the bishop's Commentary on Haggai, ii. 10-14,
pages 167 and 168, in his works recently published by the Parker Society.
"If we· will do any good deed, we must be good men and trees befol'e in
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God's sight and election of God, that our fruit and deeds may be good: for
out of an evil Toot cannot come good fruits. God loves the deeds for man's
sake which doeth them, rather than the man for the good works that he doeth.
As God looked first at Abel and then at his gifts, but to Cain and his offerings
he looked not: because Abel was a chosen vessel of God, therefore God received his offerings; and Cain's were not received, because he was not of that
number. For, as a schoolmaster will take in good part the diligence that
his scholars can do i and if he sees them put their good wills thereto, he will
bear with their faults and teach them their lessons i but to stubborn and froward he will show no gentleness, but cast them off: so God, with thos~ whom
he hath chosen in Christ before the world was made, he will bear with their
infirmities and wink at their little faults; teach them to do better, and praise
their well-doings, and gently correct their faults i but his enemies and outcasts, because whatsoever they do is hypocrisy, he loves them not, but even
their prayer is turned to sin, and whatsoever they do is defiled, because they
be not grafted and chosen in Christ Jesus."
.
This· is good old sterling divinity, such as our forefathers rejoiced in, and
for the establishing of which many. laid down their lives at the stake. Oh!
Mr. Editor, that the number of those may be increased who earnestly contend
for the faith once "delivered unto the saints, and that the Lord would he
pleased to make foolishness all false prophets and teachers in this once Protestant land.
Yours, in the hope of the Gospel,
FlDEIJS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Maga';,ine.

My

SIR,
I have frequently felt ~lirprise at the variety of opinions which men bring
forth on one subject,· but I how stand amazed at the contrariety of views held
among religionists. What we are ourselves led particularly to admire and
approve, we are inclined to feel astonished when others do not the same. I
have been led into many reflections from yonr second re..view of the Memoirs
of Mr. Nunn; your first review of this work in the April Number, I admired exceedingly, and could not but remark and approve the display of
sovereign grace, and the gradual work of the Spirit. The judiciousness of
your re"marks appeared to me what Mr. Nunn himself would have approved
of~" a child of God, ever feeling an anxiety that God should .he glorified in
all things i" I considered that you showed forth the character of the venerated William Nunn, as you style him, in a beautiful an<1 interesting light, as
a recipient of grace, a sent minister of God, and a faithful preacher of the
truth. Having been much delighted with all your remarks, I wiis indeed
surprised to find any animadversions had been made thereon i more particu.
larly on those in reference to the character so faithfully and so beautifully
pourtrayed, and I was disappointed that you were not led again to remark
more fully. I have also the testimony of a Christian friend, of the high gratification afforded by your review-one wh<;>, with myself, delights to trace
the wonder-working grace and sovereign power of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, to whom, my dear Sir, I feel we unite in giving all the glory and all
the praise. May He, the One Jehovah, uphold you with the right arm of his
power, is the sincere prayer of
Yours, in Christian sincerity,
nEAR

June 27th, 18·1,2.

A

OORRESPONDENT.

250

CORRESPONDENCE •

. To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BROTHER,

_ It has occurred to me, after reading the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from the
first, that there is a lack of something which, together with.the excellent
and_ profitable things we find, there, may commend it to the consciences
of all (Christian) m,en. In lending it to one believer for perusal, there was
the remark, "Something appears to be kept back,;" another observed, " I
thought it was Antinomian, but find it very delightfuL" The latter remark
is curious enough, as the supposition was before the perusal, and must have
been held not quite irrespective of myself., I am anxious that a work bearing so strongly the impress of God's truth, should not be deficient in
"reproof and correction," while" doctrine and instruction in righteousness" are fully set forth. In advocating what is called" the practical" in
the divine life, I would be understood as making no reference to the law,
but to the commandments of Christ-Cl the law of the Spirit of life," "If
ye. love me," says Christ, "keep my commandments," Now, unless the
Christian is ,a mere inert instrument in the hands of God-of necessity
living in unfeigned obedience to his will, there is need of exhortatiou
(2 Tim. iv, 2, 3; Titus, i. 13). Many Christians (myself among the
number) feel their need of rebuke; and, if the countenance of a man sharpeneth that of his friend,. so does rebnke with all longsuffering. Often has
the tempter argued thus with me, "You are without strength; of yourself
you call do nothing; it is your strength to sit still." This is plausible,
subtle casuistry;. the more so, because in Scripture phraseolBgy. But the
same Scripture which says, "It is God that worketh in us," &c., tells us
" to work out our salvation;" as I take it, salvation from the corruption~
of the flesh, temptations, &c. "I write not these things -to shame you,"
brother, " but to stir up your pure mind hy way of remembrance;" or if so
be, I may provoke others to give a " word of exhortation."
Yours, in the bonds of trutb,

W.H.
. [Dues our correspondent recollect the story of the Judge and the Culprit? The
latter had been found guilty, and tbe judge, in consequence, passed upon bim
the sentence of deatb; but, feeling interested in 'bis case; he afterwards
Visited bim in prison. Entering the condemned cell, -and accosting the
prisoner, he said, "'WeIl, and bow do you feel towards me?" "How do I
feel towards you!" was his reply, in tones of the utmost sternness, "why, I
hate you!" Again and again was be visited, and again and again did the
judge elicit tbe same unconth reply. At length; when the same qnestion was
11roposed and the same answer was obtaiued, the judge puller! from his
breast-pocket a paper, and, throwing it on the table before U:e prisoner, said,
" The)'e is your pardon; and bow do you feel towards me now?" Falling on
his knees before him, he burst into teal's; and, as soon as words would
afford him utterance, exclaimed, "OH, I LOVE VOU! take me into your service, and I'll prove it." The jUd?;e did so, and had, in tbe pardoned culprit,
a faithful servant unto the end of his days.
. Now, beloved, this is our moral, and with this we ,lDswer your letter an
all- similar inquiries :-If a s,\\,eet sense of the love of God sbed abroad in tbe
heart-a. knowledge of free forgivelless, adopting grace, and nuchangeahle
love-do not" bdng forth the fruits of good living," we know not what
will. ~We are certain that, in the absence of tbis, no exhortations, no infliction of the rod, on our own part. or oU'the part of the ministry of the church,
will elfect it. What we wa~nt to see in our readers and in ourselYes, is a
sweet settled knowledge of OUl' union to, illJd oneness with, the Lord Jesns
Christ; his interest in us and onr inte.rest in him; our fellowship with him in
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his sufferings and his fellowship with us in ours, as the great High Priest of
our profession, who can be touched with the feelinj1; of our infirmities; then,
as the result, we are certain that, as a family, we shall be the most peaceful and
united in the universe-strengthening the weak hands, confirming the feeble
knees, bearing each other's burdens, weeping with those that weep, rejoicing
with those that rejoice; as subjects we shall be the most loyal; as citizens
the most peaceable; as tradesmen the most upright and fair_dealing; as husbands the most affectionate; as wives the most devoted; as parents the most
watchful; as children the most obedient; as masters the most forbearing; as
servants the most attentive. These are what we term the p"actical effects of
vital godliness, espoused and, though iu the feeblest manner, and amid much
conscious infirmity, set forth in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.-ED.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My

DEAR SIR,

Having been detained in this wilderness by the unerring wisdom and infinite love of my kind, indulgent, covenant God, much beyond the expectations of my poor finite mind, it has been laid on my mind with much power
to write a few lines to you, and [feel something as the Apostle Paul did
when he said, "Necessity is laid upon me;" and, desiring to be a follower of
God as a deal' child, I have obeyed the inward witness. Oh! what a debtor
am I to the Bver blessed Testifier of a dear Jesus, especially since I have been
confined to my room; I have indeed been made to know the truth of his
own declaration, "~Without me ye can do nothing!! No, I cannot so much
as glance a thought half way to the throne; so weak and helpless do I feel in
myself, that if I could believe that my entering into eternal glory depended
on the best effort of mine, if it were only creating one spiritual thought or
desire, I must give up all hope of ever beholding his face in endless bliss, and
sink in despair. Oh! what an unspeakable mercy to know and feel satisfied
that it is all of Him from first to last, and feel like Paul, confident that he
who hath begun a good work will carry it on and perfect it unto the day of
Jesus Christ. Yes, this is a sweet truth to my soul, and a strong hold to fly
to even in the darkest hour; that vital union cannot dissolve; oh, no! never;
for our precious Jesus has said, "Because I live, ye shall live also; " and as
the poet so sweetly sings" Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then Jesus is for ever mine."
And we cannot be satisfied until he returns and shows his lovely face, and
whispers to us those soul-reviving words, " I am with thee, I have redeemed
thee." I do desire to feel very thankful that I am kept in a waiting frame,
looking and longing for the coming of my beloved Lord; but I 'Sometimes
fear I am impatient, and am obliged to cry for patience to wait all the days of
his appointed time. Oh how I long to live on high, to be dead to things
terrene, and live alone on things unseen! But how often do I sink to earth,
though, blessings on the precious name of our Triune Jehovah, I can say
that I do not cleave to it, nor have lone wish to recover. I every day prove
that the first Adam is of the earth, earthy; and Satan is as ready to destroy
as flver; so that, with my weak body, I find it hard fighting, and am persuaded I must fight my way and gain el'ery step by the point of the sword;
but, blessings on his precious name, he hath said, " Ye shall come off more
than conquerors through him "that hath loved you." I meet with many who
believe in the doctrine of there being degrees in glory; I mean, those who
are made the most useful will have the most conspicuous seat; but I fear
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they have not been stripped, and emptied, and shown what they are, or they
would not think of the highest, but would gladly claim the lowest, seats; and,
with the unworthy writer, feel
" - - - - that place will suit me well,
'Vhen I before the throne do dwell,
Between a Magdalen and SaulThe chiefest sinner of them all."
This just tells out what I feel. Oh, what can the first entrance into glory
be, if we sink into such swett nothingness while enjoying a few minutes of his
precious presence here below in this vale of tears! Oh, the precious thoughts
of seeing Him as he is, and being like Him-free from all sin! Do you not
long for it? The unworthy writer does; yes, far more than she can express. May I beg an interest in your breathings at the throne, for patience
to wait until his own time, and grace to glorify him; and that you, my dear
Sir, may be kept close to him, and be immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, and enjoy much of his presence, is the desire and prayer of
Your most unworthy sister in indissoluble bonds,
No. 11, Grove Street, Mile End Road.
R. S.
[" Long to see Him," dear sister? Ah! that we do, and would give ten thousand worlds, did we possess them, to hear bis glorious voice saying," Come
up bither!" We long for it with all tbe powers of our soul, tbough we are
compelled to acknowledge that much of this longing springs from a desire to
escape the daily cross. But, beloved, we thought that tbou, ere this, had
crussed the river, and ·taken possession of the inheritauce: it is, however,
WELL; and when we get to the.river's brink, and look back upon all the way
by which he has led us, we shall not lament, but rather rejoice in our previous
detention here. We shall have known more of the dealings of our God in the
wilderness, and, being wearied with the journey, shall find the peace and the
rest of home so much the more agreeable. As for" degrees in glory," beloved, if ever we reach heaven, wc shall find it so utterly beyond what we
had merited, and so far will it exceed our finite comprehensiou to be in tbe
immediate presence of God and tbe Lamb, that we should be quite content to
occupy the lowest place, were there any difference, amon~ tbe redeemed, even
beside a Mary Magdalene, or a dying thief. You speak of a first sight of
Jesus; we must die to realize it; we bave often been, and still are, lost in
the contemplation of what the first view of Jesus, in his glory, will be.-ED.]

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,

Having been often refreshed in soul while perusing your periodical, and
having seen, with much satisfaction, your answers to the many things sent
you, I have long been wishing I could get your opinion on a subject that has
a little exercised my mind, but have feared you would think it too puerile for
your notice. At length, having laid it before the Lord and begged his direction, I determined to send; and, helieving that you are guided and directed
by the blessed Spirit of truth, to leave it with you whether to answer it or
not. Conversing with some perscns, a short time since, about one whom I
~elieved, and do still believe, to be a Christian, although he differed in many
points from us, and they, on this account, did not believe he was; one
asked why I spoke so confidently about him? . I replied, "Because I believe
he loves Jesus, and has much of his image and likeness." The answer of one
was, "It is impossible for us to say whether anyone is It Christian or not,
whilst in the body." This surprised me, as it came from one whom I be-
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lieved to be an experimental Christian. Now, my dear Sir, do you think it
impossihle, or do you not? I cannot believe you do. As I returned home,
I thought to myself, " W.h<Z,t, have I, during all tIle years of my Christian
pilgrimage, been mistaken!" and my mind reverted to some sweet bygone
days of spiritual enjoyment with the dear people under the pastoral care of
that much-beloved and much-honoured servant of God, the Rev. Joseph Irons,
by whose instrumentality I was spiritually born, and led, and comforted, for
many years, though now, in the all-wise providence of my heavenly Father,
have been, for years past, placed far away in the low lands, as it respects
spiritual things; I called to mind some sweet Emmaus-Journeys, when the
love of Jesus fired each heart, and burned from heart to heart while we have
talked of what a covenant God in Christ had done for us, and while our experience has so agreed, as face answereth to face in a glass, and our hearts
and souls have been so knit together in the bonds of Christian affection, that
they answered to the description given by the apostle of the spiritual building,
according to that which every joint supplieth, that I have no more hesitated
to say they were one with Christ than I should if I had known them to have
been in glory. But should I have been wrong in so saying? Is there not,
my dear S:r, a sweet oneness of spirit, better felt than expressed, sometimes
enjoyed with the people of God, by which we may take knowledge of them
that they have been with Jesus? I know it cannot be said of all whom we
believe, or, at least, hope, are Christians: no, there seems to be a freezing
instead of a sweet glowing warmth in their conversation. I am sorry to say
that where I am placed in the providence of God, scarcely a Christian can be
found with whom I can sweetly converse on spiritual things; there is so
much of party spirit felt, and if one do not see eye to eye with another, the
practical language is, " Forbid them, for they follow not with l!s." But even
here r sometimes meet with a dear child of God, at least those whom I believe
to be such, and have not hesitated to call so; and I sigh for more oneness of
spirit with the children of God; there seems to be a sad forgetting that we
are members of Christ, and consequently members one of another. May the
covenant God of Israel abundantly bless you, and enable you to stand amidst
evil report and good report, having for your sole object the glory of God and
the comfort of his body the church, is the prayer of
A TEMPEST-TOSSED VESSEL, HOMEWARD-BOUND.
[Beloved, the disunion existing between the living members of Christ's mystical
body, is one of the sad marks of the day in which we live. Enmity, strife,
contention about words and mere modes of expression, have, for the most
part, supplanted that unity of spirit and oneness of heart which once characterized them as members of the same blessed family. This prevails, now-adays, to such a lamentable extent, that we almost entirely refrain from
association. If we do fall in with a brother or a sistf'r with whom we once
took sweet counsel, aud whom (as our correspondent implies) nothing can
root out of the affections, it is not long before either we 01' they begin a tale
of slander, or a lamentation over our personal tt'ials ; 50 that we separate
abashed and sorrowful, instead of refreshed and invigorated; the consequence
is, we retire to our closets to mourn over our folly, and confess our weakness
and sin before the Lord, rather than to bless him on behalf of our brother or
sister, and to thank him for the heart.cheering warmth with which he has
visited our spirits, while narrating the gracious manifestations of his kind
and fatherly hand. This, beloved, we acknowledge with shame and humility,
is, for the most part, our experience; so that we have little desire, in the
present low state of Zion, to mingle with its r.J.emhers, until the King of Zion
again turns his hand in her favour, or rids both them and us of the b.ody of
sin and death. Ah! what a blessed riddance it will be! If we may speak
on behalf of the rest, it will afford unutterable delight to behold indications
of this old cumbrous load of clay falling. We· shall rejoice to see the wise
Master-builder undermining its foundation, and then, with one tinishing-
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stroke, levelling the whole! Then, and not till then, shall come ahout that
blessed era of which the dear Psalmist spake, when he said, "I shall be
satisfied ~hen I awake up in thy likeness." Oh, what a morning will that
be on winch to awake! Language utterly fails in its attempt to describe it,
and thought itself falls infinilely short of its conception.
But, beloved, in answer to your inquiry, we remark, that the inward and
spiritual ,'ecognition of a brothel' 0" sister in the Lord, is the Lord the Spirit's
own work. It was beautifully set fortll by the meeting of Mary and Elizabeth, prior to the birth of onr Lord. When there is that recognition, that
oneness of feeling, that cementing of heart to heart, nothing can uissevcr the
bond, or root theiudividual out of the affections, though a coldness and formality
may, f!'Om various causes, steal ove,· the spirit. And, to an observant mind, it
will, at times, be a delightful soul-refreshing employ, to watch the inward
movements of the heart and mind, towards individuals in whom you seem to
discover marks of life. Seriousness and attentiou unuer the woru, the fallen
countenance, the hidden sigh, the trickling teal', the melting frame, the unconscious approbationary smile; all, at times, serve as so many causes to arrest
the attention, and to beget a solicitude in another's breast, where personal
knowledge is neither experienced nor desired. One we know sat barren
and lifeless under the word; looking around to see how others fared, he
beheld a young nHm sedate and ardent. "And what brings you here?"
thought the former, "what pleasures, what profit are here presented to you?
What are your cares, your sorrows-what the peculiar exercises under which
you, from day to day, are called to pass ?-Lord, bless that man; support and
comfort him; and, whatever be his trials, however numerous his difficulties,
bring him through." Not a word was exchanged either with him 01' with
others respecting him; but, not many weeks after, tbis sallle young man, still
a regular and becoming attendant at a chapel near one of the London universities, was met in the streets in his occupation as a hackney-coachman! and
God bless him with many a good fare, and, by-and-by, himself convey him
home, in his own chariot, to the realms of everlasting rest!
If this, deal' correspondent, be love-if this be confidence in the brethren-if
this be the inward witnessing of the Spirit, un felt, unknown by the wol'1d;
God give you and us much of it, and keep our minds from quibbling with
those who, from ignorance, or in a spirit of scepticism, would undersap the
very foundation of a believer's joy in his union with the brethren.-ED.)

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE YOUTHFUL
H. A. HARRIS.
LETTER

X.

My DEAR FnlElS"ns,
I little thought, when I left you last Sunday evening, that I should so
soon be brought to feci the haud of affliction; but, at the same time, I must
acknowledge the kind hand of the great Physician. My complaint has
affected my head, and, in addition to this, my memory is so bad that I
cannot recollect for three minutes together what I do or say, neither can I
connect my thoughts for anythmg. My doctor says my head must be
shaved; I do not mind this, 1 am only perplexed what colour my wig shall
be. I am certainly better, for I went to the chapel next door this moming;
but I felt so faint and ill that I could scarcely walk there. I often thiuk of
you-how could I forget?
Still, I trust, with all my weakness of hody
and of mind, I have a dearer and a far superior friend in Jesus Christ the
Saviour" And, though I have him oft forgot,
His lovingkinuness changes no!."
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While he brings my body low, my soul would rise to his embrace;
and, filled with his love, bask in the radiant sunshine of his glorious face.
How swret to have even a little hope in the mediation of Emmanuel. I
fain would love him and adore him more, and give him the preeminence in
my affections, but I cannot; he must (oh, may he 1) take it. So particu-lady is my head affected, that I am unable to think even on him, and yet,
if he would, he could fix my thoughts, my every desire upon himself; I
should be happy, and he be all in all. Pray for me, my dear friends, that
this affliction may be sanctified-that I may be as gold seven times purified; affliction is not worth much if it be not blessed. My mind is in an
evening-time state-neither light nor dark; oh for a beam of peace from
the brightness of the Sun. I have a desire to see his face, which, I trust,
earth or hell, or life or death, shall never be able to take away. I would
touch the hem of his garment, and hear him say, " Thy sins are forgiven;"
I trust they are, and Jesus is mine; this is an honour-this is happiness
unspeakable and divine. My body is weak, but not so weak as it will be
when that LONG-DESIRED time shall come when my soul shall be upon the
borders of the inheritance of the saints in light; when I shall meet you at
the feet of Jesse's root-the Bright and Morning Star. Dear Saviour!
dear Redeemer! he indeed is worthy, and he shall be praised. Pray that
I may enjoy his gracious presence, and be with him within the veil to
praise him for his love and mercy, his blood-shedding and his death~ which
is the foundation of my hope, the object of my little faith. Grace, mercy,
and peace be poured upon you from on high by that blessed Spirit by
whom we live, and mo\'e, and have our (spiritual) being. And, if we
never meet again below, oh may nur souls, united to each other and the
Lord, meet in the kingdom of our Father, to part 110 more for ever. I
remain, my beloved friends,
Your affectionate
HARRY.
Castle Street, Reading.

EDITORIAL REVIEWS.
Siyhs and Songs of a Pilgrim.

Consisting of Hymns and Poems, with
reflections in prose, written during the last year of the Author's life.
By the late HENRY FOWLER, Minister of the Gospel at Gower
Street Chapel. London: sold by his Widow, 17, Woburn Buildings, Tavistock Square; or by Groombridge, Panyer Alley, Paternoster Row. Pp. 1I6, price Is.
HENRY FOWLEn:! a mess'enger of blessed memory, sent forth by the
eternal Spirit! Commonly, as a weary benighted pilgrim, he began his
discourses with a sigh, and ended them with a song. Constitutionally
the subject of great mental depression, he was, probably, the better
enabled to trace the poor exercised ones of the Lord's family down into
the various windings and intricacies of a deep and heart-felt experience.
With the skill of a well-tntored anatomist would he probe the wound,
search into the malady, and then, with the knowledge of an experienced
physician, point out the remedy. Thus, by a long and faithful ministry, he endeared himself to the hearts of many, in whose affections he
did live, and in whose remembrance he does, and ever will continue, to
exist.
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Those who loved him will be glad with the relic now before us, which
contains a summary of his last year's experience. Take his own language in respect to it, wherein he addresses his readers by way of
preface, scarcely five months before his release"The following pieces were mostly written during the winter of 1837-8. I was in
deep afRiction, both in body and mind, and, according to my painful or joyful frames,
so have I written; this, perhaps, is my last publicatioll: I bave good reason to think
so. Tbe pins of my poor tabernacle are loosened, and every thing around me seems
to say, Be ready. I am not auxious to live, nor under any fearful apprehensions of death.
Jesus is death's conqueror: he has made that enemy my friend. I have done nothing
for God that I can ,boast of; bnt he has done much for me; and I hope he has done
something by me for poor sinners. To bis name be all the glory. If, reader, you
receive any benefit from the perusal of this little volume, give God all the glory;
for shame and confusion of face belong to
HENRY FOWLER."

Read also "The "Beggar's Plea," pp. 40 and 41, as a specimen of
the workTHE BEGGAR'S FLEA.
A limping beggar Lord, once more
Command and make my darkness flee,
Has ventured to approach thy door;
That in thy light I light may see.
Regard my prayer, mercy's my plea,
Then shall I with sweet pleasure tell
N or send me empty, Lord, away.
To thy dear saints, that all is well ;
Where should I go, but unto thee?
Commend thy love, and spread thy fame,
To what sure refuge can I flee?
Thy richest grace, and precious name.
I'm lost and ruin'd by the fall,
But sinners, Lord, thou cam'st to call.
. Lord, I would still a beggar be,
With my last breath I'd call on thee;
Sins and temptations me annoy,
But if delays my faith must try,
And rob me of my peace and joy;
Help me with patience till I die.
No arm but thine can lift me up,
Dispel my fears, and give me hope.
Then with thine arms embrace me round,
And land me safe on Canaan's ground;
I am undone without thy grace;
There with thy saints my notes I'll raisc,
.Pity, 0 Lord, my desp'rate case:
And sing eternally thy praise.
Alas! I once thought that in process of time I should be elevated above a beggar's
life; but find, year after year, that I must be a beggar still: "begging mercy every
hour." 0 it is a blessed life to live a beggar's life, after all! Nothing in hand;
but something in hope.- Well, the manna was to be gathered every day by God's
command, except on the Sabbath. This was to teach us, poor pilgrims in the wilderness, that we must learn to live dependent on the providence and goodness of God all
the days of our pilgrimage in this world. Christ put this prayer into the mouths of
his disciples, " Give us this day our daily bread." But man's very nature is contrary
to God in all things, and would sooner trust a poor fallible mortal, than the faithful
God of Israel, with whom is no variableness."

We heartily recommend the work.
Cal~in' s Commentl'l'Y on tlte Epistle to the Hebrews, translated ft'OIl! the

Latin, by a beneficed Clergyman of the Churclt of England. London:
Cornish and Co., Newgate Street. Pp. 197. 2s. 6d.
THE preface alone, giving as it does, in concise terms, the character of
John Calvin, is worth the money.
- Mark the expression, reader! Faith more resembles a commission-agent that
is supplied by another, than a merchant that vends from his own _tock.-ED.
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Jazer. AiSsi8tance /01' the Weak in Faith, addressed to Young Christians. By JOSEPH IRONS. Twenty-third Edition. London: Simpkin
and Co. Pp. 180.
E know of no man, as a writer, who wastes less words than the
respected author of "Jazer." His words are few, but to the purpose.
Avoiding a roundabout course, he steers at once for his point; and
how far he succeeds in attaining that point, we think is best told by
the number of editions through which his works have passed. "Jazer"
has just come out afresh; and, as it was originally written as a helpmate to young Christians, we cannot but wish that a copy were in
the possession of every young Christian in Christendom. The work is
written in the form of Letters, and, as the subjects and names are so
significant, we are induced to specifY them.

'V

Subjects.
Trinity
Divine Sovereignty
Election
Covenant of Grace
Atonement
Justification
Sanctification
Adoption
Union with Christ
The Church

Names.
SILAS
ELIMELECH
IBHAR
BERITH
ZEBAH
ZADOK
OLYMPAS
ABIAH
BEULAH
HEPHZIBAH

Baptism
Lord's Supper
Divine calling
Faith
Repentance
Prayer
Growth in Grace
Persev.erance

ENOCH
HAGGAI
SIMEON
BETAH
MYRA
ISRAEL
JOSEPH
ASAPH

Glorification
Law and Gospel

STEPHEN
CLEOPHAS

Significations.
Three
My God is King
He that is chosen
Covenant
Sacrifice
Justitied
Heavenly
The Lord i, my Father
Married
My pleasure, or delight in
her
Dedicated
Feast, solemnity
He that hears, and obeys
Confidence
I flow, pour out, weep
A wrestler
Addition
One that finishes and completes
Crowned
The whole glory

Nathaniel, an Israelite indeed.
COMPRISES also Letters on Christian Experience, and is intended as a
companion to the above; embracing the following leading subjects :_
Awakened by the Holy Ghost-Brought to Christ-Captivated with
first Love-Warfare-Legal Bondage-Backslidings-Gaining a seuse
of Pardon-Humbled by Self-knowledge-Introduced to Liberty-Joy
and Peace in Believing-Knowledge of the Son of God-Led through
Deep Waters-Made Meet for Glory-The Secret.

Spiritual Songs, by a Poor Man. London: Simpkin and Marshal!.
Pp. 108.
POOR man! he'l! sing better in heaven than he does on earth.
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ORIGINAL POETRY.
WHAT IS HE LL ?

WHAT IS HEAVEN?
WHAT is heaven? a spacious city,
'\Those foundations stand secure;
Built of gems renowned for beauty,
Paved with gold, effulgent, pure.

What is hell? a land of darkness,
Where the light as darkness seems;
And the flames a horrid blackness,
• Shed abroad in copious streams.

What is heaven? a temple glorious,
Where our great High Priest hath gone,
There, unwearied, praying for us,
Beck'ning us to "follow on."

What is hell? a prison dreary,
Stronger far than tongue can tell;
'Where the captives, ever weary,
Bound with fetters, groaning dwell.

What is heaven? a weight of glory
Far transcending human thought,
Lasting as redemption's story,
With the Saviour's sufferings bought.

What is hell? a pit of terror,
Deep and wide beyond compare,
Fathomless its depths of horror,
Full of anguish and despair.

What is heaven? a lovely garden
Strew'd with ever-blooming flowers,
Lovelier far than Asia's Eden
In its amaranthine bowers.

What is hell? a furnace quenchle,s,
Fed with sulphur from on high;
Flaming billows, tossing ceaseless,
Men aud demons there defy.

What is heaven? a crown unfading,
Deck'd with jewels rich and rare,
Brighter and yet brighter growing,
Through eternal ages there.

What is hell? a place of weeping,
Tenanted by mourning souls;
Where exhaustless, boundless, deep'ning,
Th' tide of sorrow onward rolls.

What is heaven? a place of gladness,
Where the saints are filled with bliss;
Banished every trace of sadness
From a realm so glad as this.

Yes, what is hell? a death whose sting
Ever-rankling venom gives;
A death where joy and peace take wing,
And unmixed suffering lives.

Salford.

R. C.

AND THE BLOOD SHALL BE TO YOU FOR A TOKEN.
EXODUS,

XII.

13.

THE blood enjoined, on every door,
At God's command, was sprinkled o'er;
And safe beneath it Israel rests,
While Egypt feels a sore distress.

N or less when driven to despair,
With bitter herbs for daily fare,
The captive soul still strikes the door,
Not with his own, but Jesus' gore.

This blood, the token plainly seen,
Was God's appointed way and mean,
To show the 1V0nders of his grace,
In bringing forth the chosen race.

The blood thus sprinkled on the door
Preserves and keeps the conscience pure;
The witness sweetly bears within,
Though oft opposed by hell and sin.

So, in the case of every son
Who to the cross for refuge run,
With heartfelt joy the token see,
And, through the blood, present the plea.
Cheltenham.

The token for me, Lord, display,
Sprinkle my heart from day to day;
Cause me to rest secured in blood,
Designed, accepted by my God.
FIRST FRUITS.

D. A. DOUUNEY, CITY PRESS, 1, LONG LANE.

