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HA RV EST - T I M E.
THE HARVEST TRULY IS PLENTEOUS, BUT THE LABOURERS ARE
FEW: PRAY YE TH~REFORE THE LORD OF THE HARVEST,
THAT HE WOULD SEND FORTH LABOURERS INTO HIS HARVEST.-MATT. IX. 37, 38.

THE time-the place-the circumstances, under whiclr the Lord the
Spirit applied this to the mind, will never be forgotten. Oh! that his
blessed Majesty, if it be his sovereign will, may open a little of its
sacred contents at this time. if its appearance here was the use he intended to make of its application. We do love simply and sweetly to
rest upon the Spirit's teaching, and find it blessed to be brought into a
naked and entire reliaIlce upon his own gracious leadings and divine
power. Ignorant-entirely so-of what we shall advance, until he
condescendeth to draw nigh and instruct us in what we shall say; if
he gives, as we once heard a minister say, a little softening-a feeding
upon the text-we feel emboldened; can venture with it; though
locked up, as at this moment, and not a word in hand; destitute of
everything but a little measure of hope and- confidence, that the Spirit '
will come in, in his gracious office-character, as the Remembrancer of
his people and the Testifyer of Jesus.
Enlargement of soul is very blessed, though not always a criterion.
Though generally permitted to feast with the family, yet we do know
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what it is to write in bonds-to be conscious that we are advancing the
truth, yet destitute of a present neart-cheering, soul-comforting sense
of th.e power ef it. Under these feelings we know wlfat it is to be exercised with doubts abont the Lord's acknowledgment of it, and to
hesitate about sending it forth; yet, overruled, after events prove that,
our feelings were not the standard to go by. The words of William
Huntington have often cheered us in this respect. 'Vhen two widows
went into the vestry to him after preaching, an<1 told him how their
souls had been set at liberty under the word, he replied, "I have been
preaching liberty to others whilst in bonds myself." These bonds are
very trying; and surely, nought but the inward, unseen influence of
Jehovah the Spirit can lead a man forth to "speak comfortably unto
Jerusalem," when, in his own estimation, there is not a poor sinner
under the sun that stands in greater need of that corr..fort than himself.
But, blessed be God, his word declares, "He that watereth, shall
be watered also himself."
Do not be apprehensive about a text, light into it, or power to open
it up, ye ministers of the I.. ord of Hosts; if ye have but the witness of
the Holy Ghost, that he hath been your Leader; that you are what
you are, and where you are, by his constraining power. All real
Gospel truth is his, to be dispensed as he pleases-how and by what _
'means rests with himself. Has he conveyed a message by your mouth?
Bless him for the same, and abide his waiting servants. If there is a
poor hungry soul to be fed by your means, he will assuredly send you
at the right juncture-neither before nor after the very moment suitable
for the reception thereof.-" The harvest truly is plenteous, but the
labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
would send forth labourers into his harvest." To us it appears
clear, that the disciples had been just where most of the Lord's own
sent servants are now, when the dear Redeemer uttered this evermemorable expression': -lamenting the general a8pect of thing8. bark,
timorous, full of apprehension as to what would be the result, they
seemed to be unconscious, or to have lost sight of the overruling, ordering, and well-ordering hand of God, as his servants and ourselves do~
for the most part, now. In tlleir case there seems to have beelj the
lack of a propel' conception of the dignity and power of Jehovah; in
OUI' case, it would seem as if we were apprehensive that something had
arisen to frustrate that power, or to counteract its mighty operation~
and dominion. We say, Puseyism or modern Popery has overrun the
Church, and the form of godliness, destitute of the power thereof, has
taken possession of DU8ent; the disciples in primitive days would have
said, "The word seems to take no hol<1; we have mighty powers to
contend against; and where the phariseeism and hypocrisy of the age
do not stifle truth, our hearers appear to lose the blessing for want of
comprehension: we speak in parables indeed." But in the very midst
of these circumstances, what said our Lord then? and since it hath
pleased his. blessed Majesty to aecompaJ:Jy the same to the heart with
almighty power, what saith he now? "The harvest truly is plenteous,
bnt the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he would seud forth labourers into his harvest."
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The Lord himself comlescends to take advantage of these very cirdark, discomaging aspect, as the very groundwork
and moving cause, on account of which his church should plead for
husbandmen; there is a very blessed stress laid upon the therefore'in
the text; therefore-for this very reason-on the very account you
have mentioned, "pray ye."
Beloved, iu the contemplation of the general str.te of the times;
viewing, as we have been accustomed to view the lamentable dearth of
the day-the dcficiency of men experienced in the truth to propagate
that truth; we have been somewhat too circumscribed in our ideas,
and too much disposed to wait for a "more convenicnt season" cre wc
offered the petition in the text. This ill becomes any finite creature,
inasmuch as it is not for us to know or attempt to point out" the times
01' the seasons which the Father hath put in his own power."
Sufficient is it for us to abide by the eternal Spirit's movements from tim to time, and to be regulated by them rather than by our preconceived
opinions, which mayor may not be correct. What if the lip;; of every
man of truth were to be closed to-morl'ow, and an inward constraining
power, in the very face of that state of things, were to impel a man to
present the plea in our text to-day, it behoves him so to do. We are
but poor, contracted creatures; can know but little indeed of the mind,
purpose, and wondrous operations of Jehovah; how ill then it becomes
us to mark out a path for his proceedure. To reduce our thoughts even
to the narrow limits which we have just, for example's sake, imagined,
he hath ability to send forth this very day whom he will and where he
will. And suppose, for one moment, that an elect soul remained to be
gathered in, prior to the death, the slaying (or silencing) ot the witnesses of which we have been speaking, would not the Lope of manifestation of that sours salvation, by effectual calling, be a sufficient warrantry for adopting our Lord's language? Nay, wc ask farther, would not
the salvation of that soul (as thus graciously revealeu and made manifest
by Jehovah), be ample payment tor every sigh, groan, and teal', which
his servant or servants in soul-travail may have offered? We tell you,
beloved, that the remote thought of ever being thus made use of by
Jehovah the Spirit to the calling in of one of his elect out of the ruins
of the fall, seems to overtop and far exceed everything which in this
mortal life we can suffer. To effect this, under his own mighty hand
and gy his own absolute power (for nought else CRn accomplish it), he,
the Lord of hraven, knows we are willing to spend and be spent, even
till he shall call us up unto hi nself.
Talk of men having no love to souls because they believe in, and
highly esteem, the doctrines of God's sovereignty, discriminating grace,
eternal election, and everlasting love; away-away with such an argumen·t; these are the very men who do love, care for, and highly value
immortal souls; and in their soul. travail, ardent wrestling, holy importunities for and on behalf of whom, God only knows what they
inwardly experienee.
"The hQl·ve~t." There is something particularly striking in the
expression. The course of husbandry had gone on in eternal counsel
climsta~lces-this

.
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under the Lord'8 own immediate hand- ngw, now was the harvest
-the time to gather in, to rep.p the fruits of the same. Matt. xiii.
18-42, does not at all contradict or run counter to Matt. ix, 37, 38,
however at first sight it may appear so to do. In the former passage
the Lord would seem more to specify, to particularise his work, if we
may so say; in the present he takes a more summary view of it. In
the former he condescends to show the pl'ogl'ession of a Gospel workits proclamation as comparable to seed-time andl harvest; in the present he speaks forth its completeness, its perfection. In the former, to
a mere casual, unskilful observer, considerable doubt will present itself
as to the ultimate issue and success of the work; a barren soil,
nipping winds, or chilling frosts, m~y frustrate; In the latter we arrive
at once at harvest. Yet mark, a beautiful harmony exists throughout
the whole. No contradiction ever can take place in the Holy Ghost's
testimony-contradiltions exist only in our contracted minds.
The harvest in the text differs materially from that in which the
Lord, being about manifestly to complete the redemption-work of the
sons and daughters of Zion, takes them home one by one into the
heavenly garner., That is a blessed harvest indeed,.in which perfection of enjoyment shall be found to the .~aints, and fidy may it be
termed the harvest of glOI·Y. But the harvest we have under eomideration is that of grace, and though not affording so rich a crop of
consolation and joy, shall yield an equal produce of safety.
The harvest, then, is the gathering in of the elect, by dfectual call.
ing, out of an ungodly world. This, for the most part, is accomplished
by the preaching of the word, under the power and demonstration of
the Holy Ghost. About it there is nothing precarious. The place
where every grain of wheat should be deposited, its springing up, and
its full growth, were all ordered by eternal wisdom, and regulated by
infinite love. 'Vhere, when, and how the grain of conviction was to be
thrown in IInd -take root, was as wisely and as lovingly arranged as the
time and place when and where the same may be said to be gathered
into the granary of grace.
It is a delightful contemplation. Here, and here alone, in the doctrines of eternal love, absolute choice, and irresistible grace, as a plan
of salvation, can be found secure abiding and peaceful repose. The
advocates of any other doctrine know not what a quiet resting in and
What safe ground, therefore, and how
upon a covenant God is.
blessed, is that upon which every labourer in the vineyard of grace has
to tread. In one sense he may be said to have neither accountability
nor concern. As a labourer in the harvest-field, he merely holds the
sickle; Omnipotence strengthens the hand, while iufinite Wisdom
guides the arm. Too fragile, as a poor worm of the earth, a fallen SOil
of Adam, to be trusted, Jehovah takes upon himself the whole responsibility of the operations.
" Truly is plenteous." The state of the times,.no apparently unpropitious circumstances, can alter it; "the harvest truly is plenteous,"
still. "The world (as if the Saviour had said) is still the habitation of
poor lost sinners, by whom salvation is needed." And truly we, upon
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whom the ends of the world are come, may respond to our Lord's language with the greatest propriety. No outward circumstances, no
mere intellectual light, no progress of genius nor attainment of science,
can make man anything more or less than a poor sinner, or render the
need of salvation (whether he is aware of it or not) less absolute. It
is a knowledge of this one fact that should keep such of the Lord's
family whose minds are impressed with the general aspect of things,
conscious that the one primary end of all preaching ought never to be
forgotten.-" Plenteous." We know not the number of the Lord's
family, who they are or where they are. Limited we know their number
is when compared with the great mass of mankind; but if England be,
as doubtless it is, the garden of the Lord; and if in England such
multitude.s of our fellow-men are to be found either" running to do
evil" or wearing merely the garb of Christianity, surely to render this
word "plenteous" applicable, there must be many a silent shade in
which the aching breast has sought retreat, there to sigh and cry for
the blessings couched in this "harvest." Many a heart is offering up
perhaps this very petition, and longing for the coming forth of men,
under the power and unction of the Holy Ghost, who shall go before
the people, and open up the way of righteousness. We are justified in
this belief when we contemplate the eagerness with which truth is
sought after in some of our country towns and villages. How many
miles will these hungry, thirsty souls travel on foot to hear a really
Gospel sermon! What disappointment is manifested if the preacher
be absent! How dejected the countenance wht'n the heart has not
been feeding ! We have been observers of these things; and at such
times have taken shame to ourselves and our London professors, who
are indulged with higher privileges. The evil to us appears' more in
the want of ministers than people. So to speak, there is many a
hungry soul where there is not a minister to feed that soul. Not that
Jehovah has absolute need of ministers. He can and does work with.
out human means; although a preached word is very precious, and
much to be desired.
"The labourers." Ah, the labourers I How sball we describe
them? Here is especially needed the pencil of the Holy Ghost, in
order to pourtray them. In the first place there is a variety (Eph.
iv. 11, 12); they differ: in gift, according to the apostle (l Cor. xii.);
and having their distinct places in the vineyard, one cannot do the
other's work, nor need they interfere. Whilst many-yea, the majoritygo forth into the vineyard without the sanction of the great Husbandman, there are those whom he has tutored undeI: his own eye, and
exactly qualified for his work. Rough enough they were when he took
them in hand, and skill indeed has been required to train them. And
now they are in measure trained and qualified for his work, that training and qualification in no wise render them lndependent; they have
no resources in themselves; but though they may have been labouring
in the vineyard twenty, thirty, forty years, they are, in point of fact, as
poor, as needy, as sensibly-dependent upon the teaching, power, and
gracious leadings of the Holy Ghost as ever. Here it is many a
child of God ensnares a minister. He flies ,to him, asks counsel of
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him, as if he were a depository of wisdom and truth, rather than the
mere pipe or instrument through which that truth is conveyed. God
will not be robbed of his glory, nor will he repose"in any of his creatures, even the most highly-favoured, that for which he himself will be
inquired of. 1GO TO GOD, AND NOT TO YOUR PARSON, UNLESS YOU
WANT TO SHUT HIM UP, A D MAKE HIS SOUL AND HIS MINISTRY
AS BARREN AS THE MOU TAINS OF GILBOA. No wonder your steps
are doubtful, your mind beclouded, your heart heavy, when you have
been looking to a creature, and leaning upou an arm of flesh. To ask
the advice of a minister, and follow a course which may appear plausible
to him, though not received specially from God, is one thing; whilst
to ask counsel of God, and receive an answer through the ministry of
the word, is another. The former may be entirely human, correct or
no~ correct; the latter, though perhaps darker and more disco1lraging
in its aspect, comes fresh from the throne, though by means of a human
instrument, and must be right; follow it-it, will work well and end well.
A " labourer." Then he is accustomed to work?
Yes, and the
harder he bas worked, the better his drilling in the world, in sorrows,
temptations, afflictions, and various exercises; the more acceptable his
services in the Lord's vineyard.
He must go before the flock to point out, unfold, open up the way.
If he has not been to school, and well drilled there too, the questions of
the juniors, the zig-zag way of the middle-aged, and the conflicts, occasional darkness, and frequent harshness of the elders, will puzzle him.
The weaker, the more timid he is, when he enters the field, if it
leads him to cry-yea, to cry mightily to the God of heaven, the
better. The greater his hesitancy; the more numerous his objections;
the more copious his arguments in opposition, the better; if so be they
all lead him to cry, and the Lord ·condescends to answer. If he eau
from hill heart say, without any prevarication or feigned sincerity, "If
thy pre~ence ,go not with me, carry me not up hence;" and the Lord
in reply assures him, "My presence shall go with thee, and J will give
thee rest;" that man has a divine warrant to go into the Lord's vineyard, and, in his own good time, the Lord that first put it into his
mind, opened his heart, furnished his mouth with arguments, will most
llssuredly open the door, give him matter, afford him courage, be with
.his mouth, and bless his message. To such we would say, Keep quiet;
be not in haste; [if the mantle has been .cast upon thee (1 Kings,
xix. 19-21), stand by the oxen till the God of Elijah returns; for he
wilI not be in rest until he hath finished the thing this day (Ruth, iii.
18}. Thy haste will not speed, but perplex thee; wait, and the
~onger thou waitest, the clearer thy path will be.
Let the Lord work;
thou stand and look on; and when his time is fully come, and he hath
called thy congregation together-perhaps half-a-dozen old men, and
three or fOUf old wo,men (very mothers in Israel) to begin with-thou,
the stripling, wilt come forth with a message from the Lord of Hosts,
into which he shall put such a blellsed witness, and carry home info the
hearts of the' dear old veterans, with such a precious heart-warming,
s<1Ul-cheering" fear-subduing power, that they will be ready to say, as
good old Simeon said, when the stripling's Master came, "Now lettest
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thou thy servants depart in peace, according to thy word, for onr eyes
have seen thy salvation;" by faith we see him coming afresh, clothing
his word with power, confirming his own testimony, that he will not
leave himself without a witness; and that he is able to and doth make,
use of the feeblest meaus, and to come forth out of his seeming hiding-'
pla~e, by the least-thought-of, the most unlikely instruments. And
thou wilt make a bright beginniug of thy ministry.. 0 young man, whoever thou art, that thus cometh forth, amid much perplexity, trembling,
and fear, yet with the good wishes, heart.pantings, and powerful breathings of the Lord's old, tried, yet blessedly-established children. Depend
upon it, it is one of the best bh,:ssings thou canst have; it is a draft drawn
upon the bank of heaven, to which Jehovah in Trinity will put their
joint hand, and assuredly hOllour in due time. And we tell thee, if
once that draft or bill is passed, into thy hands, store it up, place it in
thy pocket-hook; aud as often as thou art filled with fears about thy,
path; when thou thinkest thou hast surely taken a wrong step; and
thou hast lost sight of thy ministerial credentials, pull out thy Dote,
present it at the throne, and though it be only with faith's little finger,
point to the Acceptors; that hlessed Bauker is tpo honourable, too
jealous of his own exalted name, to deny his own signature.
A word or two more about the credentials of the" labourers." In
all cases they know and have had special dealings with the great,Hushandman. A sense of his peculiar mercy show~ to t,hem, is atteuaed
with great enlargement of heart and ,a spe<;ia,l 1'love .tQ the household of
faith. They can pray for them when they cannot pray for· themselves;
Their hearts, in seasons perhaps of greatest personal darkne.ss, doubt;
and varied and powerful temptations, have sudden l\nd sweet goings
forth on behalf of the family. For them they plead and. wrestle' with
unaccountable importunity, and variety of argument.-'rhey hate fel~
lowship with, and bowels of tenderness and sympathy for, those they
have never seen nor heard of. Their attachment is disinterested, as far:
as personal participation goes, inasmuch as their llll}guage sometimes
is, <'c If I am lost-if my profession comes to nou/l;ht-if I make shipwreck of faith, imd prove a casta\yay, §ave t):jYJ pne church-every
tempted, tried j harrassed, Q.oll,b~ing, ,~isconsolate 'membeJ; of iU' ,A
jealousy for them, the fear of woving. a stumbling-block, is often, in
times of sore temptation, a temporarY,meall.s of salvatioJl: ".If-I
perish- if this step deprives me Qf existence, what, oh! I what-will the
tried, the tempted members say? 'If one-if he p~dshed, ~o may I;
if lie fell short, what hope for me?'" -Enlarg.ement of heart and a
sweet going out of soul in mental addresses to an imaginary company of
precious souls, is another secret indication of the Spirit's intention re.
specting its posseswr. He that is "slow of speech,." of a bashful
countenance, and fears he sha~1 be put to shame before the people, that
aL times hath t.his inward special, collected address unto whom the
written word is sweetly unfolded, and f~om whicb he mentally speaks
with boldness, clearness, Rnd comfort, shall assuredly not be founl!
lacking in the Lo,d's good time to "favour." "Who bath made man's
mouth? have not I the Lord? "-A holy zeal in the cause of God, a
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jealousy for his truth, a righteous indignation against the objectors to,
and the mntilators of, that truth, are among the indispensable credentials of one of the Lord's labourers.-An abhorrence' of filthy lucre, and
a readiness, from the pure love of the truth, and the one family to
whom that truth is dear, to make great personal sacrifices, is another
precious mark.- A mind indifferent to its own secular interests, yet
'sensibly alive to the wellbeing and eternal interests of the children of
Zion, is a further evidence.-Deadness to the present evil world, and a
mind ever alive to the realities of an eternal world; peculiarly marked
and very gracious providential interpositions and kindly dealings; the
habitual contemplation of eternity, and a holy, ardent longing after a
participation in its blessed realities, are all evidences not to be despised.
To these we may add the frequent indications of a man's call into the
vineyard. Singularity of mind-herein he is frequently absorbed; to
an observer apparently lost; always thinking, yet unable to apply;
studying to acquire knowledge, yet to appearance all evaporating; indications of intellect, yet for the most part locked up; dull, can neither
attain nor retain. Peculiarity of taste-apparently without any, yet
most scrupulous; restless as the troubled sea, he looks for something
which he cannot define, and seeking, seeks only to be disappointed.
His secular career marked with mortification and disappointment;
an apparent blight upon his every undertaking.
Praying to be
active, diligent in the world, yet attended with the greater vexation and
annoyance from it. These, united with the characteristics we have
before given, are as so many evidences that Bis home is not in the
.world, and that the Lord hath work of another kind for him to do ;
"the which he will make manifest and clear in his own time.
".Are few." Yea, they are few indeed. As we have previously
hinted, how rarely to be found is the man who hath trodden the tried
believer's pathw~y-who hath light, judgment, and understanding in
the written word, and who is enabled therefrom to testify of what is
the mind of the Holy Ghost, and the operations of grace in the heart.
"Pray ye." Yet we are to ask, plead for, state the exigency, the
needs-be, and intreat that the lack may be supplied. There is some·
thing unspeakably blessed, beloved, in coming before the Lord in his
own way-with his {)wn words-so t.o speak, to pray his own prayer.
"Ye." You are to plead. Let your welfare in Zion-your oneness of
interest-your union to her as a part of the one family, be the constraining principle. There is no restriction as to time, place, or circumstances. If the Lord gives a heart to pray, pray. You have
nothing to do with impediments or consequences. Jehovah hath an
end in view-that end he will accomplish; and if he condescends to
put into your heart an interest on behalf of Zion- a longing for her
welfare-and a lifting up of desire for the supply of labourers in his
vineyard, give vent to the s'ame in sighs and holy importunities. He
will nel"er be regardless nor disown the same; for this would be to
deny himself, and quench the operations of his own blessed Spirit.
Beloved, having already trespassed far beyond our intended limits,
we must leave the rest, and again say FarewelL
THE EDITOR.
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ZECHARIAH IV.

W HAT are these, my lord?" These be the two anointed ones which
stand by the Lord of the whole earth, and communicate to the church
that living unction without which she is dead and powerless, and utterly
incapable of rendering acceptable worship to her glorious Creator; but
these are stationed before bel' as the sons of golden oil, that she,
receiving thereof, may have life and light in herself to rejoice as the
new creation of God, and glorify him as bel' loving Father a d most
tender Friend. And, as her existence is coeval with time, so these
were set up in the day that Adam was promised "the seed of the
woman;" aI!d then the first drop of sacred oil gladdened the heart of
fallen man, and made his face to shine with the assured hope of a perfect redemption. And down to this present, the members of the
mystical body have partaken of the heavenly influence, and thereby
felt themselves to be taught of the Lord. All the elect, sooner or
later, have felt their yoke of bondage to be destroyed by virtue of this
precious anointing; guilt has been removed, fear cast out, love shed
abroad, joy brought in, and the very earnest of eternal felicity placed
in the house of the condemned. 1\.nd even as yet the holy oil is not
all spent, for a little is communicated to the "golden bowl" iri the
midst of the church, so that her tongue is not quite still, neither has
she altogether lost the cunning of her right hand, that she should not
use the pen of the ready writer. Her lamps-her seven lamps of a'
sevenfold ministry yet burn a faint and flickering flame, and thus shed
abroad, in the mid t of this dark world, a little of the light of heaven.
But presently (and who Imowetlt lww soo/!?) Lucifer, that bright and
morning star, shall quite eclipse this feeble light, and the axe of error
shall hew down these two fair olive trees; and then Zion shall be indeed
dark in a dark place, and darkness shall cover the earth and gross
darkness the people. The breath of our nostrils being thus taken
away, the church,· like her Lord, shall be hidden, as in the grave, her
prepared chamber, until the indignation be gone by; and then shall
she QI'ise and shine again, because her light is returned, and .the glory
of the Lord is risen upon her.
,
"What are these, my lord?" These be the two prophets ordained
of God the Father to bear testimony in the midst of an ungodly world,
and make known to fallen man what the will of heaven; and they have
ever prophesied peace to those who possess" the beginning of wisdom,"
but evil to those who reject the light of truth, which, from the creation, shineth around, attesting the eternal power and Godhead of the
Almighty.
They spake to Abel, and he believfd their report;
whereas Cain contemned it, and counted the blood of the covenant, at
which they invarial1ly point, an unholy thing, and thus he did despite
to these two prophets. By Noah, they spakc to "the world of the
ungodly," and foretold the just judgment of God; but thejr testimony
2 I
e<
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was counted as a strange thing. By Moses they prophesied before
Pharaoh, and were not then clothed in sackcloth, for wondrous miracles proved the infallibility of their report. And by all the ancient
worthieli did they speak to the children of men, until the time
that they both dwelt in the tabernacle of the babe of Bethlehem; and
then, by him they" brar witness unto the tru~h" before the seed of
Abraham; but even then, though in the face of so much contradiction,
they were not clothed in sackcloth, neither did they mourn, though
foreseeing the death of Immanuel. Also their array was most fully
evident while speaking throughout the world by apostolic messengers.
But now, alas! since "time, times, and the half of time" has commenced, their external appearance is mean and sorrowful. But why do
they mourn? When they saw the church confederate with the world,
then they begau to fast, and, as it were, to sigh and cry at the fearful
event. When political power, instead of divine testimony, became the
ruler and guide of the church, then they put on sackcloth, and mourned
as foreseeing the fearful issue. And whoever has understood their prophetic voice has surely beheld in the distance" a day of trouble and
treading down, and of perplexity, by the Lord God of Hosts in the
valley of vision; a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and
desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick
darkness." For these things they mourn, and even now abstain from
the glory of their array. But their term is fixed, and their mourning
days are numbered as the days of an hireling; and when the last shall
pass from the dial, they shall be slain! As prophets shall they be
slain; and during their demise shall the voice of truth be no more
heard on high places, neither shall bread for the soul be brought into
the house of the Lord; antichrist shall occupy the seat of God, the
throne of grace in the visible temple, as the hearer and answerer of
prayer, and as the author of miracles wherewith to allure the inhabitants of the earth. And during this period shall there be neither dew
nor rain, but fearful famine of the word of the Lord, and the invisible
church shall speak out of the ground, and whisper out of the dust, and
she shall say, "Behold the day! behold it is come: the morning is
gone forth; the rod hath blossomed; pride hath budded; and violence
is risen up into a rod of wickedness! My princes are among the
Gentiles; my prophets find no vision from the Lord, and we no more
see our signs!"
"What are these, my lord? " These be the two candlesticks which
stand before the God of the earth to illumine this dark world, and enlighten the path or the poor sinner who, pilgrim like, is urging on his
way toward the better country, and the city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God; and, where the light of the candle is
110t neeaed, because there is neither night nor darkness there. By the
aid of these has every saved rebel been cheered in his darksome path,
even from the time of Abel till the present moment, and these two
celestial lamps have never been thrown to the ground; but now-and
how shall I utter it?-when iniquity hath fully abounded, and the
mystery thereof hath reached its highest, noblest point, shall these

THE TWO OLIVE TREES.

ancient candlesticks be hurled from their standing, and their light
extinguished, to the terror and dismay of all the babes of Zion's family.
And then the visible church shall be dark; and how will those grope
like the blind and mourn like the dove, who have more of conscientious
fecling than of matured judgment! And how, in that darkness will
the serpents and cockatrices, the locusts and spirits of devils, go forth
to gather the nations to the tribunal of the Almighty!
"What are these, my lord?" These, saith the Lord, are my two
witnesses, which from the foundation of the world have testified to the
sons of men what their condition through sin, and what their privilege
through the Gospel; and whosoever has had ears to hear, has heard
what their conjoint testimony against him as a sinner, until he has
trembled in himself that he might rest in the day of adversity; being
reproved of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, he fell down helpless at the foot of the cross, and cried, "God be merciful to me a
sinner." Then, to his joyful surprise, he has heard the" still small
voice" of their conjoint witness in his behalf, testifying that by faith
he was justified from all things, and become heir of the promises of
God, and of the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, reserved in heaven
for him. Then, farther, hearing this witness to be in unison with the
testimony of his own spirit, his lips have involuntarily exclaimed,
" Abba, Father.-My Father, the guide of my youth!" Thus, then,
these two bear witness against the sinner so long as he is unjustified
and in bondage, but for him when brought out into glorious liberty.
But this is not all, for by faithful ambassadors have they borne, and
even yet bear, witness unto the truth of God before an ungodly world;
but when these ambassadors shall be silenced, these two, as witnesses,
shall be slain, as prefigured by the death of Nabotlt (i. e. prophecies or
testimonies), through the agency of Jezebel. Jezebel, this daughter of
a strange god, whom nominal Israel hath now married, has long
seduced the servants of God to commit fornication, and to eat things
sacrificed to idols; but now, in these last days, she shall, by a false
gospel, bring in "TWO FALSE WI'fNESSES," to the overthrow and
entire deoease of God's witnesses, and then teach her children to rejoice
over them, make merry, and send gifts one to the other, because these
two prophets which tormented them while seeking their own sinful
pleasures, officially are no f/wre. Thus, as far as open witness and
publiC testimony is concerned, shall these lie dead in the face of peoples,
kindreds, tongues, and nations of the earth. But shall they really die?
Shall they become extinct in the bosoms of the truly wise and prudent?
I trow not. Not out of the invisible, but the visible, church shall they
die; for, in the former will they still live, and be like the barrel of
meal and cruse of oil to the hidden ones, who, tlterefore, shall have a
song as in the night, when a holy solemnity is kept; and the song
shall be, "Rejoice not agaInst me, 0 mine enemy; whenil fall, I shall
arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me;"
and, "Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in
the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield
no meat; the flock shall be out off from the fold, and there shall be no
"
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herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God
of my salvation." And what will I, if these be the" two sheep" which
the precious ones of the elect remnant, IJeing left )n the possession of
their own blessed land of peculiar rest, into which no stranger can
possibly enteI\ shall nourish each one for himself? I am sure that the
testimony shall be bound up in the experience, and the law sealed in
tQe. hearts, of the disciples of Jesus, so that none else shall touch it ;
and I am also sure that from these, by virtue of divine unction, proceed
an abundance of that butter and honey which Immanuel himself ate of,
and of which the world knows nothing, and which alone giveth to his
children ability to choose the good and to refuse the evil. " Butter
and honey shall everyone eat that is left in the land," and doth not
fall away when iniquity doth abound. "Whoso is wise, and he shall
understand these things; prudent, and he shall know them;" and, I
speak as unto wise men, judge ye-discern ye-what I say.
"What are these, my lord? " These be the WORn and the SI>IRIT,
the two grand agents in the church, and the two leading actors in the
mystery of godliness. And though they be so mighty as to shut
heaven, turn waters into blood, and smite the earth with all plagues as
oft as they will, yet are they subordinate to the will of the Father. He
sent his Word, and it was made flesh; he sent his Spirit, and he comforted the hearts of the apostles; even so now, his Word, the incorruptible seed, is sent forth into the heart of the sinner, and it returns
npt void; he sends forth his Spirit, and the dead are quickened to life.
And these act conjointly in all their work; the '" ord without the
Spirit is powerless, and the Spirit without the Word cannot operate.
They are so united that they cannot be sundered, and therefore are as
one, as thus, "Now the Lord is that Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty;" and again, "The testimony (or word) of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." In the invisible church they bear
witness before the Father in the behalf of every justified sinner; and
hence it is said, "There are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost." In the visible church they
bear witness before men, and that in unison with the blood of the
covenant; hence it is said, "There are three that bear witness in earth,
the Spirit, and the water (01' Word, to cleanse, see John, xv. 3, and
Eph. v. 26), and the blood, and these three agree in one." But the
latter of these is not a living person, as are the two former, and for
this reason we 11ave but two prophetic witnesses. Now when the visible
church shall fully ensconce a rival Immanuel, according to the Father's
eternal appointment, the witness of the Word and of the Spirit shall
cease; the one shall let men alone, and not reprove them; the other,
therefore, shall not strive with them. These two heavenly lights shall
be grieved and quenched, and therefore virtually be as those that are
slain, thrust through with the sword. But still in the bosoms of the
faithful shall they bear the sweetest and most cheerinlJ; testimony,
showing that so soon as the indignation is gone by, the bride shall go
forth from Ler closet, evincing herself ready for the Bridegroom; and
that thc Lord will avenge the blood of his witnesses, in the very place
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where they fell; for then, when the Assyrian has come into our land,
and planted his palaces in the glorious holy mountain of norpinal Zion,
we shall raise against him the seven shepherds of a sevenfold ministry,
- and eight principal men, and by these shall the great city be encompassed, as was Jericho, and she shall fall before the rams.horn report of
" the everlasting Gospcl," and "the city of confusion" shall be utterly
broken down, and Satan himself shall flee to his own strong hold for
fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign-the standard which
the Spirit of the Lord shall raise up against the enemy when he hath
come in like" an overrnnning flood."
And then, dear fellow pilgrims, shall we behold the two olive trees,
the two anointed ones, the two prophets, the two candlesticks, the two
witnesses, the Word and the Spirit, standing in the midst of the
church, anayed in all their glory, and decked with all their majesty;
for" the spirit of life," or the breath of animation and vigour, shall
have returned unto them, and fire shall proceed out of their mouth to
the destrnction of their enemies, even as when Ananias and Sapphira
were cut off by their agency, when they agreed to lie against the Holy
Ghost; and then shall we have no more need to inquire of angelIc
tuition, "What are these, my lord?" for then the mystery of God
shall be finished, and the Lord shall reign in the visible church, "and
before his ancients gloriously."
JAZER.

Ropley.

JONAH'S REBELLION AND THE LORD'S FORBEARANCE.
(Concluded from page 223).

"BUT it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry" (chap.
iv. 1). Is it possible that this can be the same Jonah who but a little
while before was declaring that those who" observe lying vanities for-sake their own mercy," but he would sacrifice with the voice of thanksgiving, and pay his vows unto that Lord unto whom salvation beloJ!geth? Alas! what is man when left without the blessing of grace?
yea, what is he without its operation? Well it is that we can never
sin it away; but in what numberless instances do we sin against it"
and the aggravation of Jonah's transgression was in its being directed
against the Lord. He had, with much faithfulness, gone through the
city with the heavy tidings God had bade him, and wisdom was given
them to take heed therennto, by which they averted the threatened
judgment, and were spared. At this Jonah would have done well had
he rejoiced, inasmuch as he had beql made instrumental in rescuing so
great a number of his fellow-creatures from destrnction, and that success had attended his ministry; on the contrary, he is not only
exceedingly displeased, but very angry that God had spared the
Ninevites. And did not the hiddEm depth of our own hearts open up
to us at times similar feelings of displeasure, and even anger, because
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the Lord and his judgment run counter to our wishes, we should
think 'it a thing incredible; but the mournful Jeremiah could once take
upon himself to arraign the Lord at his bar, to give an account of his
judgments (chap. xii. 11. And we often detect our own hearts in the
act of dictating to the Lord; for, like Jonah, much of our trouble arises
from the constitutional stamina, which is wholly corrupt, while in some
there is not to be discovered so much of the cross grain, though the
block is the same. It does appear that Jonah possessed all the ingredients of a bad temper, as we call it; and, like many of us, was
very careful to show it upon every occasion. Were it not that the
Holy Ghost had stated the fact, we should hardly have thought that
any man, much less a prophet, could have so far prrsumed as to have
addressed the Lord in such-language as Jonah did-" And he prayed
unto the Lord and said, I pray thee, 0 Lord, was not this my saying
when I was yet in my country? therefore I fled before unto Tarshish
(chap. v. 2). How lost to every feeling must the prophet have been,
when referring to his former flight, and pleading a justification in so
doing! Surely he could not have forgotten" the belly of hell," and
the weeds that were wrapped around his head; or the life-giving hope
whieh was imparted when looking towards the holy temple. All seems
driven away by the petulant waves of Jonah's unbridled and unhallowed
temper. And how do these things separate between him and the
Lord! Here is no running of the sweet oil of communion; no sweet
pleadings at the throne; no blessed lookings again; but in a sullen
and morose mood of anger he stands before the Lord at the throne,
but not drawing nigh, having access with boldness; and with all the
imperviousness so very prominent in him, asks if it was not his saying,
and ought it not to have been paid attention unto? why should I be
forced against my will? why >should I proclaim the overthrow of the
city, and now be grievously disappointed 7 I did flee unto Tarshish.
No, Jonah, you endeavoured so to do; but what about the storm that
overtook you? the lot that selected thee out from all the others? the
only ~xpedient for safety, the casting thee overboard? and the singular
voyage you had to the "bottoms of the mountains 7" Draw the
parallel between the six-score thousand Ninevites whose knowledge did
not allow them to discern between the right hand and the left, and
yourself; the simple declaration to them of what God would do had
awakened them to a concern and the use of laudable means to ensure
safety, while you, the witness of what he had done, were standing before
him, urging, as the ground of your reluctance in being engaged in the
mission, the knowledge you had of his being "a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the
evil." And well was it for thee, Jonah, that it was so, or you had
never been vomited upon dry land.
What an echo there is in the heart of the regenerated child of God
(during the time he is taken through the chambers of imagery) to these
things; and when led to feel the difference between standing and
speaking to the Lord about the whys and wherefores, and the being
brought nigh with holy familiarity, to spread our cases before him, and
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to wait his will and pleasure concerninji1; us; in the former we are as
impetuous as Jonah, and like him are exceedingly displeased with the
Lord's government as it regards others; in the latter, we sit down at
his feet, hear his word, and patiently wait and quietly hope for his
salvation (Lam. iii. 26).
But Jonah has not yet reached the height of his rebellion; the
fleeing from the presence of the Lord formed only a part: and I venture to affirm, that this conduct before the Lord was of a more aggravating nature than the former; it was what might be termed an
underground swell, which puts into motion all the filth and dregs that
are concealed beneath the surface. We read of some of the exercised
ones of the family regretting the circumstance of their birth (Job, iii.
3; Jer. xx. 14); but none, save Jonah, ever made the request to die
upon so flimsy a ground, "Therefore now, 0 Lord, take I beseech thee
my life from me, for it is better for me to die than live." And why so,
Jonah? I am thwarted in my expectations; I supposed that Nineveh's destruction would hand down my name to succeeding agE's, as the
one who had gone through tIle city proclaiming its fate; but it is not
so; the Lord is merciful, they have proclaimed a fast and humbled
themselves before him, and he hath turned from the fierceness of his_
anger, and now am I left to be considered as him whose words have
not been accomplished, "It is better for me to die than live." What
a lesson is here taught us, and how are the shades of portrait filled in
from our own experience; for who so prone . thereunto as the Lord's
own family, who, under all the dark and mysterious providences, with
the losses, crosses, and disappointments of the wilderness, oft think it
would be for the best for the Lord to take them home; and because he
does not, frcqnently show forth their displeasure at the same. But oh!
how slow to anger i ow' God, and what forbearance does he show
amidst all our rebcllion; and while we have done enough to arouse his
just indignation, he perseveres in doing all his pleasure, fulfilling his
purposes to a thousand generations, yet now and then turns aside to
show lis his face, and to ask us, in the kindness of his heart, "Dost
thou well to be angry? "
"
Ah! Lord, how many times has my foolish heart been displeased on
account of thy dealings tqwards me, and have wished that I had died
from the birth rather than be the subject of those things that at times
are too hard for me to understand; and how full of misgivings and
unbelief when thou wast bringing about the very mea_ns that should be
.for my preservation, and, Jonah like, have dared thee to thy face, even
telling thee I did well to be angry; but thou hast proved again thou
hast had compassion, thou hast subdued iniquities, an, cast all my
sins into the depth of the sea (Micah, vii. 19).
"So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city,
and there made him a boo~h, and sat under it in the shadow, till he
might see what woullj. become of the city" (verse 5). A combination
of feeling seems to have pervaded Jonah at this time; displeasure and
anger had possessed him 011 account of the Lord's forbearance to
Nineveh, yet the vanity of his mind almost brought him to -suppose
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that on account of his beinO' so displeased the city might yet be destroyed; he therefore sits :fown, waiting to see what would become of'
the city. Surely he had no just ground to expect" that he should be
gratified in this vain hope; and therefore, while he places no bounds
to his turbulent and refractory spirit, the Lord adopts his own method
with his frowar~ and perverse prophet.
" And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over
Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head to deliver him from his
grief. So Jonah was exceedingly glad of the gourd" (verse 6). What
trifles sometimes captivate the heart of the Lord's people! One hour
the burden of Jonah is heavy on account of Nineveh not being overthrown, and the next we find him filled with pleasure in the possession
of a perishing gourd. Thus, while he in some instances was a very
eminent type of the Lord Jesus, he in other was a representative of
his brethren who are of the gourd-loving fraternity; for how prone
are we to be taken up with things which in their nature are of no intrinsic value, and which in the best can only' be as shadows, the roots
of which are exposed to the gnawing worm, and can afford no protection
when the vehement wind arises. 'fhe whole of what this low land
can produce is but the dispensation of the gourd. and yet we overlook
it; forgetting we are only tenants at will, so far as concerns ourselves,
and w:hat we possess we have and hold only during the pleasure of him
who hath prepared and searched it out (Job, xxvi,ii. 27).
"But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day;
, and it smote the gourd that it withered; and it came to pass when the
sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind, and the sun
beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished that he might
die, and said, It is better for me to die than live (verse 7, 8). This
gourd was intended to act ministerially to Jonah, and to point out the
uncertainty of all things short of God himself. But such was the constitutional defect of Jonah, that he seemed a martyr to his own' evil
temper, and every circumstance pinned him to this rock. Thus, as in
the former instances, so also in this, he wished in hirJ1.8elf to die; and
when the Lord expostulated with him on the propriety of his being
angry for the gourd, asking him if he did well in it, he, in the most
impetuous manner, declares he did, "even unto death." If ever the
longsuffering of a gracious God displayed itself in opposition to the
bpen rebellion and obdnracy of the human heart, it was in this instance; for here all that could be done to provoke and call forth his
just displeasure i~ done; and after the greatest miracle had been
wrought to preserve life, that life is still filled in by repeated acts of
murmuring and repining, and the most trivial occurrences are raIled in
as ageu..ts in the God-dishonouring work. " 0 the depths of the riches
both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! how unsearchable are
his judgments, and his ways past finding out !" (Rom. xi. 33).
The history closes with the Lord justifying his conduct regarding
Nineveh from the very circumstance of the gourd. "Thou hast (saith
the Lord) had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured,
neither madest it to grow, which came up in a night and perished in a
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night;" so short in its existence as to be hardly worth a thought, and
so futile in its nature as to allow a worm to destroy it; thou hast
grieved for it, yea, thou hast done well to be angry at its perishing; if
then a thing so worthlcss has awakened thy pity and sympathy on the
account of its destruction, "should not I spare Nineveb, that great
city, wherein are more than six-score thousand persons that cannot
discern between thcir right hand and their left hand, and also much
cattle? " (chap, iv, 11).
One word ere we take leave of the history of Jonah. Alas! how
much do we find of the character of Jonah in our own, and what daily
instances of the forbearance and longsuffering of a covenant God amidst
all those breakings out and rebellious actings that mark our froward
and perverse conduct. May it have pleased the good Spirit of our
God to have granted unto us those humbling views of ourselves in the
perusal, that being led to feel the preservation granted with the deliverance wrought, we may ascribe with the hand and heart the fugitive
prophet's declaration, "Salvation is of the Lord."
And amidst the contending elements that shall be called forth in
all their fury, cleaving our future voyage through li(e with the withering of every gOUi'd of idolatry under which we may take shelter, may
we ever be brought to know that the ways of a perverse Jonah require
it; and the designs of a God of mercy is that they should not be permitted to abide in the sides of the vessel, or rest without that "city
which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God." The
aboundings of sin are to be covered with the aboundings of grace;
and while the rod of correction shall be required to drive the folly from
the heart of the child, his life is secured by the oath of the Lord,
"Ne,ertheless, my lovingkindncss will I not utterly take from him,'
nor suffer my faithfulness to fail." Thus shall wc find every storm
carrying upon its surface the promise; the belly of every hell turned
into a house of prayer; and every withering gourd giving way for the
Plant of renown. Though smarting for our own folly, we shall be constrained to cry out, "0 the depths of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past finding out! "
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CRUMBS FROM ELMLEY, OF FEB. 6TH, 1842.
And I will bring the third Pa1't through theji1'e, and wi1l1'~ne them as silver
is riifi;ned, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name,
and I will hear them: I will 5Oy, It is my people,. and they shall say, The
Lord is my GOd.-Z,ECH, XIII. 9.

the truth of God, as the Holy Ghost disconrs it to the called of
the elect family, is faithfully preached, a common inquiry made by the
ungodly and the professors of a free-will religion, is this, HolV am I to
know that I am one of the elect? The reply to this is contained in the
2K

WHERE
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words of the text. 'Vhere God, in covenant faithfulness to his church in
Christ Jesus, engages to place thern in such circum3tances as shall oblige
th'1m to such a course as he pledges shall issue in th~ discovery to them
of this all-important truth, that they are of his elect in Christ Jesus.
" And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as
sil ver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my
lIame, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people j and they shall
say, The Lord is hJy God."
In this portion of God's word we have descrihed the school of ChristI. In her existence. Predestinated trials for a predestinated people.
" I will bring the third part through the fire."
11. In her use or end. Refining and trying. "And will re~ne them as
silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried."
Ill. In her particular mode of instruction. By prayer and answers to
prayer. "They shall call on my name and I will hE;ar them."
IV. In the lesson taught and the lesson learned. Our interest in the
covenant of grace. "I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, The
Lord is my God."

1. 'VI' shall consider the school of Christ as she is here described in her
existence. Predestinated trials for a predestinated people. " I will bring
the third part through the fire."
By the fire we understand the particular trials through which God
brings his chosen people,'in order to accomplish in them a particular end
or purpose. These trials we are wont to consider, from the whole tenor
of Scripture on the subject, as predestinated; alld the more so wfien we
know how much the Providence of God is concerned, in averting or bringing upon us such trials as those from whence has arisen in our own experience those Idesirable ends for which God sets forth, in the text, that he
brings the third part through the fire. By the" third part" we understand
the predestinated people; the other two thirds are spoken of in the verse
preceding the text, where we as clearly see a doctrine of reprobation, as
we do any other doctrine revell'led in the word. (See Ezek. ix.). In these
days, characterized by so many bolding a form of godliness and denying
the power thereof, we give great offence to the religious professing world,
a great part of which will, I believe, be found to form one of the two parts
mentioned in the foregoing verse, by preaching of and to an elect people;
but we shall do-well to bear in mind, that" the last days," of which an
empty profession of the religion of the Gospel is one of the particularly
named characteristics, are called" perilous times." (See 2 Tim. iii. 1-.')).
Yes, perilous times to the real cliurch, in which she shall suffer much from
the wood, hay, straw, and stubble of her members; calliug indeed for fire
to destroy it, that she may be saved though it be as by fire. (See I Cor.
i1i. 11-15).
Thus we read in I Peter, iv. 17, 18," For the time is come
that judgment MUS'!' begin at the house of God; and if it first begin at us,
w hat shall the end be of them that obey '!lot the Gospel of God? And if
the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear? " Do we not here see something confirming the subject under
consideration-the school of Christ in her existence as consisting in predestinated tdals for a predestinated people? The apostle's language is,
" The time is come that judgment MUST begin at the house of God;" the language of the text, "I WILL brin,IJ the t},il'd pa1't through the jil·e." In the
foregoing J 2th and J3th verses, Peter says, "Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you; but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's
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sufferings; that when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be g,lad also
with exceeding joy." 'Ve are to "give all c1ili~el\ce to make our calling
and election sure;" while God has appoiutecl a school of (;~lI:ist purposely that we may have an opportunity afforded liS of exercising this
diligence, and into which God brings his people for this vt?ry end. 'Ve
are much upbraided for preaching the doctrine of election and reprobation.
The free-will professors of the day, did God give them the power, would
extirpate such as myself; while popular preachers of neither law nor
Gospel hold forth against us from such words as are found in Deut. xxix.
29; 1I0t knowiug that we ha\'e no Scripture more favourable to our views
and the views of all school men in the school of Christ. Truly our election
is a secret ~hillg until God reveals it to us, and theu it does belong to us;
while it behoves us to make it knowlI to our children alld those who may
come after us, even to declare how great thiugs God hath done for liS.
How needful that God brillg us through the fire, to reveal by that means
his great secret of our election. Our Lord and Master prepares all his
called and sent servants for these things (Matt. v. 10-12). That there
is such a school of Christ as predestinated trials for a predestinated people,
is clearly revealed in the word. (See Psalm Ixvi. 8-12). "Thou, 0
Lord (says Jeremiah, xx. 12), triest the righteous, and seest the reins and
the heart." While God, by the prophet Isaiah, says (chap. xlviii. 10),
"Behold I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the
furnace of affliction." We read that Paul and Baruabas went about
"confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue iu
the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter the kingdom
of God" (Acts, xiv. 22). Paul writes to the ch..rch of Thessalonica that
he had sent Timothy to establish them and comfort them concerning their
faith, and then adds, " That no man should be moved by thf/se afRictions,
for yourselves know that we are appointed theret!." (l Thess. iii. :3). What
a testimony to the existence of this school of Christ is coutaiued throughout
the book of the Revelatious. To John's iuquiry (chap. vii. 13), " "Vhat
are these whicJ1 are arrayed iu white robes? and whence came they?"
'Phe reply is (verse 14.), " These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have wf/shed their robe. f/nd made them whiti' IN THE BLOOD OF
THE LAMB."
To the church in Smyrna it is said," Fear none of those
things which. thou shalt suffer; behold the devil shall cast some of you
into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days"
(Rev. ii. 10)
,
Predestinated trials for a predestinqted people, as forming the school of
Christ in which they are taught those things which are needful for them
to know, in order to their being made partakers of predestinated blessings,
is a sweet and comforting doctrine to the tried members of the one family
in Christ Jesus. Do we know anyone as of the called of the elect family
who has not been brought into this school? Are not all such, sooner or
later, the subject of some affliction or other, through which they have
passed only as the affliction was the channel through which they were
brought to deeper experience in the truth?
(To be .continued.)
,

.
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infortns US that man hath "no p1'e-eminence above a beast,"
(Ecc. iii, 19), that is in his body, being subject to the same qisenses and
death; and St. John informs us that one Diotrephes, a pretended Christian,
loved to-have the pre-eminence in the church, (John iii, 9) ,; but Paul declares tbat " Ch1-ist in all things ItW! tlte p"e-eminence," (Col. i, 18), which
assertion contains an inexhaustible fulness of blessetlness and comfort to the
Church of God, in every age and in every clime, being unfathomable in its
depth, unutterable in its height, immeasurable in its breadth, and inconceivable in its length. How precious the thought that Christ has the preeminence in all things ;-viz., in his Eternity, being without beginning of
days or end of life, (Heb. vii, 3); in his Nature, being in his divine, the
eternal and only-begotten Son of God, and co-equal and co-eternal with God
his Father, and God the Holy Ghost, (John i, I, 2, and iii, 16, and viii, 58,
and xvii, 2,t, 2 Cor. xiii, 14, I John v, 7, &c., &c.); in Itis Human, holy,
harmless, un defiled, and separate from sinners, (Heb. vii, 26), and" who did
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth," (I Pet. ii, 22); in his Pm'son,
being God and man, so united as to constitute him the Christ of God, and
the suitable Saviour of sinners, (Phi-p. ii, 6, 7, 8, I Tim. iii, 16, &0.) ; in his
Mi1'uculous Conception by the Holy Ghost, for he was the clean thing brought
out of the unclean, (Job xiv, '1, Luke i, 35), In his Power, for saith he" All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth, (Mat. xxviii, 18), and to him
was given power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to all the elect,
(John xvii, 2). In his Omnipresence, "For where two or'three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them," (Mat. xviii, 20)
.. La, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world, (Mat. xxviii, :10),
In h.is Omniscience, " For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that
be~ieved not, and who, should betray him," \John vi, 64,) "Thou knowest all
thmgs, thou knowest that I love. thee,' (John xxi, 17),
In his discourses, for even his enemies acknowledged, that man never spake like him,
(.John vii, 46). In his rnimcles, which were numerous and unequalled,
(John iii, 2, Acts ii, 22, &c,) In his temptations, "For in that he himself
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted,
(Heb. ii, IS). In his humiliation and patience, (Acts viii, 32, 33). in his
trials, afflictions, and persecutions, and more especially, in his agony in the
garden, when he sweat, as it were, great drops of blood, saying" "My soul
is exceeding sorrowful even unto death," (Mat. xxvi, 38, Luke xxii, 44), and
in his unparalleled sl{ffe/'ings and ignominious death on the C1'OSS, all of which
he bore not on his own account, but in the room, place, and stead of his
people, as their glorious Surety, (Dan. ix, 26, lsaiahliii throughout,). Then
again in his resu1'1'ection, for though many had been literally raised from the
dead to di~ no more, and thereby became "the first-fruits of them that
slept," (1 Cor. xv, 20), Christ was also pre-eminent in his Ascension, for he
"ascended up on high, and led captivity captive, received gifts for men, yea
for the rebellious also that the Lord God \I'lightdwell among them, (Psa.lxviii,
18) ; and his pre-eminence i. not less conspicuous in his ever living in heaven
to make intercession for his people; and at tlte la-st day he will make visible
to all the world his pre-eminence, when he shall come to judge tbe worl~ in
righteousness, and when he shall welcome the saints home to the house of his
,Falher for ever, and doom the wicked to eternal perdition, (Matt. xxv, 31 t &c.,
Acts xvii. 31).
SOLOMON
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But as Christ has the pre-eminence in all things, we remark that He has
1. Tile pre-eminence in the Sacred Scriptures, hence he was the" seed of
the woman" promised by God immediately after the fall, (Gen. iii, 15.)-the
" Shiloh" foretold by Jacob, (Gen. xlix, 10)-the propl!et predicted by
Moses (Deut. xviii. 15)-the "Star of Jacob and the Sceptre of Israel "
prophesied of by Balaam, Numb. xxiv, 17)-the "Redeemrr" spoken of
by .Tob, (Job, xix, 25), and the identical person so often personated and
spoken of in the Psalms, and so frequently predicted of by the prophets,
especially Isaiah, who foretold his miraculous conception, his great humility, and his unprecedented sufferings and ignominious death, as plainly
as if he had been recording the history of those notable events. Moreover all the types, shadows, offerings, and sacrifices undrr the Mosaic
dispensation, each, and all referred to, and pointed ~he believing Jews to
Christ, the great Anti-type, sum and substance of the whole, and in whom
all received their full and final accomplishment, and by whom at his death
all those legal eeremonirs were for ever abolished, so that we are exhorted to
" stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and not to be
entangled again in the yoke of bondage" (Gal. v, 1).
2. Christ has the pre-eminence in the COl'enant of grace, of which Paul
states him to be the 111:ediator, (Heb. viii, 6), and his blood to be the blood
of the everlasting covenant, (Heb. xiii, 20), which God made with his chosen,
viz., Christ, (Isai. xlii, 1), and which he declares he will not break, nor alter
the thing that has gone out of his mouth, (Psa. lxxxix, 3, 4); hence when
the Father inquired in eternity, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us ?" Christ immediately replied, "Here am T, srnd me," (Isai. vi, 8), and
again, "Lo, I come, in the volume, or roll of God's unalterable purposes, it
is written of me, I delight to do thy will, 0 my God," (Psa. xl, 7, 8, Heb. x,
7, 9). Then it was, spraking after the manner of men, that" God was
gracious unto man, and said, " Deliver him from going down to the pit; I
have found a ransom," (Job xxx, 24). And this ransom was the one whom
the Father chose out of the people, and gave for a covenant of the people,
and upon whom as the .lJfighty One, he laid help, and promised concerning
him, " ]\1y mercy will 1 keep for him for evrrmore, and my covenant shalL
stand fast with him," (Psa. lxxxix, 19,28, Isai. xlii, 6, and xlix, 8, &c).
Now Christ in this covenant resolved, volunteered, and engaged to become
the Head, Representative, Surety, Mediator, Saviour, Redeemrr, and Advocate of his people.-In him, therefore, were deposited all spiritual blessings
necessary for the church here and hereafter; and on him was laid all the
sins of all his people, that he thereby might become in the eye both of law
and justice, the guilty one, and thus free all the election of grace from the
curse and condemnation of the law, and from the charge, guilt, and punishment of sin; hence, it is written, "The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of
us all," and" he bore our sins in his own body on the tree," and thus was
" made sin for us, though he himself knew no sin, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him," (hai. liii, 6,2 Cor. v, 21, 1 Pet. ii, 24),
so " there is now, therefore, no condemnation to them who are in Christ
Jesus," (Rom. viii, I), the Father" having blessrd them with all spiritual
blessings in Christ, according as he hath chosen us in him, before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before God in
lov€," (Eph. i, 3, 4, &c.) Thus it is pfain that Christ has the p1'e-eminence
in the covenant, for in him all the elect were loved and chosen, to him they
were united, in him 8lessed, justified, and sanctified, and by his suretyship
engagements with the Father, on their behalf, saved in him the Lord with
an everlasting salvation; so that however low they fell in Adam, they did
not, could not fall out of the hands of Christ, nor out of the covenant of
grace, for they are each and all sanctified by God the Father, preserved in
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Christ Jesus,-aild shall in his own appointed time and means be called out of
darkness into God's marvellous light, (Jude i, 1 Pet. ii) 9).
3. Christ has the pre-emiMnce in his actualjitfjilme'jJt on earth of all the
conditions of the colfJenant, for when the fulness of time was come, that is
when the time predicted and fore-ordained, (1 'Pet. i, 19, 20, Gal. iv, 4),
Christ took upon him our nature, sin excepted, and in that nature, suffered,
bled, and died, as our Surety, Redeemer, and Savionr, and thereby executes
the glorious plan of man's redemption, by which "mercy and truth met together, righteousness and peace embraced each other," (Psa. lxxxv, 10), so
that God is just, and the justifier of the ungodly, (Rom. iv, 5, and v, 6),
Christ has put away sin by the sacrifice of himself upon the cross, (Heb. ix.
26); and by this one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified, (Heb. x, 14). He moreover went to the end of the law for righteousness' sake to everyone that believeth, (Rom. x,4), was made a curse for
us, and thereby redeemed us from the curse of the law, (Gal. Hi, 13); in
fine he magnified the law, and made it honourable, and satisfied all the demands of justice by the purity of his nature, the holiness of his life, and
his vicarious sufferings and meritorious blood and death. Thus he has
pre-eminence, in his blood, for it cleanseth from all sin, (1 John i, 7). in his
rig~teousness, for it justifieth from all iniquity, (Rom. v, 19).
Therefore,
whoever expects to be saved in any other way than by Christ alone, or whoever trusts either in whole or part, to what he has done or can do, for salvation, robs Christ of his pre-eminence in a sinner's salvation; for there is none
other name under heaven whereby we can be saved, but the name of Jesus,
(Acts iv, 12), and it is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, even the chief, (1 Tim. i, 15).
And what he came to do, he performed, not a part of his work, bwt the whole
of it, and exclaimed with his expiring breath, "IT IS FINISHED 1" (Dan, ix.
24, John xix,30). Therefore woe be to those who dare to say, that it is not
finished, but that he has left some part of the work for us to do; for, he has
moreover positively declared, "1 have trodden the wine-press alone, and of
the people, t ',ere was none with me;" and again, "Mine own aT-m b7 ought
salvation," (lsai. lxiii, 3, 5); and again, " Who his ownselj bore our sins in
his own body, (1 Pet. ii, 24).
4. Christ has the pre-eminence in the Gospel. It everywhere speaks of
him, refers to him, extols and ,exalts him. He is the foundation of its doctrines, the author and ohject of its precepts, and the sum and substance of its
promises; for they are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus, (2 Cor. i, 20). In
fine, in the Gospel, Christ is the first and the last, the beginning and the end,
the" all and in all," and. therefore, it is emphatically styled the" Gospel of
Christ," of which Paul was not ashamed, because" it is ~he power of God
unto salvation to everyone that believeth," (Rom. i, 16).
5. Christ has the pre-eminence in all the churches of the saints. He is
their heavenly Propnet, their High Priest, and their everlasting King; their
Rock of Ages, their strong Tower, their wonderful Counsellor; their best
Friend, their sure Guide, and their eternal Portion. As a building or house
of God, they acknowledge him to be their foundation, against which the gates
of hell shall never prevail (Matt. xvi. HI; I Cor. iii. 11; Eph. ii. ~O, &c.).
As a body, they believe in him as their Head, and look to him for that
nourishment and support which each individual member 'needs ; for,it is by
Christ Jesus that God will supply all our need, out of his riches in glory
(Epla. i. ~~, ~3; v. 29; 1 Tim. iv. 6; Phi\. iv. 19). As branches, they
look np unto him as the true Vine, without whom they can do nothing, and
by whom they can do all things, and thus live to his praise and glory (John,
xv. 1-5; Phi!. iv. I3) As children, they acknowledge him to be their
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everlasting Father (Isa. ix. 6), hy whom they are fed, clothed, instructed, and
protected. As sheep, they know his voice, and they follow him as their
Shepherd, who gives unto them eternal life, and will not suffer one of them to
perish, nor to be pluckPd out of his hand (Isa. xl. 11; John, x. 27, ~8).
And as sinners, they believe in him as their only able, willing, and suitable
Saviour, and trust alone in his blood and righteousness for their acceptance in
the sight of God; which leads me to remark,
6. That Clwist has tlte pre-eminence in the lter17·t, and affections of all true
believers,. for Christ is in him the hope of glory (Co!. i. 27); and therefore it
is that unto all who believe Ch"ist is p"ecious (I. Peter, ii. 7); more precious than the golden wedge of Ophir (Isa. xiii. 12); yea, "the chiefest
alllong ten thousand, and tlte altogether lovely" (Cant. v. 10-16); viz. in
his Person, in his love, in his engagements, in his offices, in his character, in
his relationships, in his names, in his works, in his visits, in his promises, and
in all his ways; and therefore the language of every admirer of the pre-eminence of Christ, is, "Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon
the earth I desire beside thee .. (Psalm lxxiii. 25); for" he is all my salvation and all my desire" (2 Sam. xxiii. 5); "For me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain" (Phi!, i. 12); "Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss
for the excellency of the knowledge of Cbrist Jesus my Lord; for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung that I may
win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own righteousness which
is of the law, but that wh:ch is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith; that 1 may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable
unto his death" (Phi!. iii. 8-10).
l Lastly. Ch?-ist has the pre·eminence in heaven above. All the angelic
choir, with all the spirits of just men made perfect. unitedly and unceasingly
praise and extol him, saying, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strengtb, and honour, and glory, and
blessing for ever and ever. Amen" (Rev. v. 9, &c.). Thus I have hriefly
and feebly proved, that" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever" (Heb. xiii. ) has the pre-eminence in all things,. and I shall only add,
that they who say and assert that too much may be spoken and written in the
praise of Christ do greatly err, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of
God (Eph. i. 18, 19).
Hull.
NUlIlERIST.

CORRESPONDENCE.
To a Friend.
My

DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,

Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied. As you have desired from me
a few thoughts on that most sublime Scripture, "Jesus Christ, the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8), I now present them
to you; and may the Holy Ghost graciously direct my mind, and enable
you to read with profit. Every day's experience in my pilgrimage proves
to me more fully my need of his all gracious tuition, without which we are
very fools. We progress in truth spiritually and profitably only' as this
infallible and almighty Teacher enables us. But the promise runs free of
all conditions on our part; be shall glorify me. In the above precious
portion we have the adorable Head of his one dear church and people set
forth in the glorious immutability of his person and Godhead; the same
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from everlasting to everlasting (Psalm xc. 2; Mal. Hi. 6; Heb,i. 12).
What he was from everlasting, that he must remain to everlasting, devoid
of even the shadow of change. This, my brother, is 01,lr dear mercy; amid
all our mutation, the revolutions of the world, the checquered work within
and without. This eternal God is our refuge, our head, our husband, our
foundation, our righteousness, our hope and portion for evermore. J eho.vah the Father possessed him as his only-begotten Son from aU eternity;
as such he lay in his dear _bosom, and as Mediator and Head of his church
he was set up from everlasting (Prov. viii. 22, 23); and all his mystic
members as anciently set up in him (Psalm cxxxix. 14-16); eternally
united to him, and had grace given tbem in him before the world began
(Eph. i. 3; 2 Tim. i. 9); consequently, considered as in eternal union and
as indissolubly related to him, as he is, so are'we in this world (I John,
iv. 17). Though the dear spouse of Christ changes and is subject to
changes in berself and in tbis revolutionary world, yet, considered as in
Him, .Yhe changes not, without blame before him in love. "Ye are complete
in Him" (Col. ii. 10).
And as this divine Ma:jesty, in his most glorious person, the Rock of
ages, cannot change, fleeting months and rolling years alter nothing here;
yea, century after century makes no alteration in him; so his boundless,
everlasting love to his blood-bought Israel knows no increase or decrease.
Oh! for grace to live this blessed God-glorifying, soul-satisfying truth.
Divine affections cannot fluctuate.
So no less his purpose is an eternal purpose (Eph. iii. 11); his counsel
also must stand eternally (Isaiah, xlvi. 10): his covenant also without any
variation (Psalm, lxxxix. 34) ; his salvation no less (Isaiah, xlv. 17); his
righteousness the same (Dan. ix. 24; Isaiah, li. 6); his divine atonement
the same (Heb. xiii. 20; 1 John, i. 7) j and his people's interest in it the
same. Amen. Hallelujah.
What less mayor dare be said of him who is over all God blessed for
ever. Amen? In him we have a fulness which neither time nor eternity
can diminish an atom; nor all the numberless, nameless wants of the
whole body of his elect exhaust in the least. My brother, may it be your
mercy and mine to increase with aU the increase of God in a saving,
unctuous, experimental knowledge of him whom thus to know is life eternal; and amid all our wretchedness, darkness, sorrow, depravity, corruption, sin, troubles, trials, and afflictions, to feel him increasingly precious
to our souls, and be coming hourly up from the wilderness, within and
without, amid all our variableness, leaning on the Beloved, until we
behold him as he is, no more through a glass darkly, but face to face.
My paper forbids enlarging, though the supject would fill more sheets
of paper than the world could contain. Oh, incomprehensible subject! the
sweetest theme of men or angels. Oh I dear Comforter, enable me and
all thy quickened ones to dwell on it, to live on it, 'tis bread of life, 'tis
heaven, 'tis all. Jesus Christ, oh ! precious name to sensible sinners; how
healing, how soothing, how cheering, how refreshing, the same. Dearest
Lord, pardon manifestly the many contrary and unwelcome thoughts that
often disturb my breast, " Is his mercy clean gone? will he be favourable
no more? hath he forgotten to be gracious? doth his promise fail? will
he cast off for ever?" &c. But, blessings on his eternal name, he alters
not with our alterings. Not only from the written word doth the tried
child of grace read his Master's eternity and unchangeableness, but by rich
experience he has 'and doth prove from time to time that he is "Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." To him be endless
glory.
Ever yours affectionately in him,
W. BIDDER.
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CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE YOUTHFUL
H. A. HARRIS.
LI'TTl-:Jl XVIII.-To l\IK. J - - S---.
My DEAR FRiENDS,
Do you think l have forgotten you because I have Dot written sooner?
No; neglect you I may, from many causes, but to forget you is quite impossible. Do not judge too harshly of your friend Harry, though, pe1'1wps,
he sometimes deserves a little severity; for if his own dear LOlldon friends
are angry, he has none in the country to tell the trouble to. J have only
to say that my mind has been anxiously engaged with business the past
week, and it is only the leisure of this dear day enables me to write to you
now.
How the benevolence of the Creator is manifested in the ordination of
the Sabbath! and again, how superior are the dispensations of Gospel
worship to those of the ancient people of Jehovah ! There, we see the
blood of typical shadows flowing through the land of Judea j here, we
behold th€' great antitypical suhstance, presenting and pleading the blood
which encircles the throne of God for the final glorification of all his
'younger brethren. How is it our souls are so much closed to the contemplation of the "chief among ten thousand?" Truly I find my greatest
enemy is myself, and wheu I would do good, evil is present with me.
But shall my soul for ever grovel in tbe corruptions wbich overwhelm
her? Shall my affections be ever set on things beneath the sun'! No; I
trust the trammels will not always be uncut, but that I shall see him as he
is and behold his glory.
.
J have no news to tell you, but that next Sunday I hope to see you in
town; to say how glad I shall be to be with my dear friends, would not
be news.
But I must conclude. May the Holy Spirit he your teacher, and lead
you to Christ, whose flesh is meat il1deed, and whose righteousness IS
clothing indeed j and so onward till you enter the presence of the Father,
who hath loved you with an everlasting love. Thus being provided here
with education and witb food, you will hereafter have an eternal home.
Remember me at the throne of mercy, and I pray that you may bave
sweet communion with each other (on these sublime truths), and sometimes when enjoying the burning hearts within you, wish for the presence
of
Your affectionate
HARRY.
Jan. 15, 1837.

A Letter.
ESTEEMED FRIENDS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST,

According to your desire I will endeavour, as the Lord shall enable
me, to give you the substance of a sermon delivered by me in the evening
of April 17th, 1842, from a part of the fortieth verse. of the twenty-ninth
chapter of Exodus "Beaten oil."
After the Lord had commanded Moses to sanctify Aaron, and his sons,
their garments, with all the vessels of the tabernacle (as in the 21 st verse),
with the blood of the ram, that they with their garments should be hallowed
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of the Lord, he turns to the people and directs Moses to tell them, ,. Thou
shalt oft'er upon the altar two lamLJs of the first year day by day continually." One was to be offered up in the mornin~ apd the other in the
evening. This was a glorious type of the Lord Jesus Christ, who was to
be offered up on the cross on mount Calvary, to show that it must be hy
the same sacrifice for the beJiever to live by faith upon morning and evening. "Vith each lamb was to be used a tenth deal of flour, mingled with
a fourth part of an hin of beaten oil.
This lamb was ordered to be in the
full strength of body, a male of the first year, without spot or blemish, to
show the purity of Christ, that by his one offering he might make a full
atonement for sin, and bring in an everlasting righteousness with which to
justify his people; by which means (hy his meritorious sufferings and
death) he magnified the law, made it honourable, satisfied justice, and
extended pardon and peace to the very worst of sinners. Such was his
love and boundless mercy to all them that love him. Again: this sacrifice
was to be offered up with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil. This is
a blessed emhJem of the Lord Jesus Christ, for he is compared to the
green olive tree. Here you see the priests under the law were to be
anointed, as also their garments, and all the holy things about the taberuacle, which signified the separation of those things to the service of God,
and the inward qualifications required for both ministers and people.,.-viz"
the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, which are elsewhere iu Scripture
set forth as oil (Matt. xxv. 4); the wise took oil in their lamps, which
siguifies the oil of grace in the heart. The olive tree is full of fatness; it
is said to be so full of fatness or oil that it runs out. You see then that
this is a glorious emblem of Christ. This oil is to be be beaten out because
it must be pure; beaten olive oil for the light, to cause the lamps to burn
always. It was typical of those gifts with which it was necessary for
our Lord Jesus Christ, as the great Head of the church, and {(Ir the office
of High Priest, in which characters he stands to his church and people, to
be endowed-viz., the gifls and graces of the Holy Spirit, which are compared to oil. Therefore he was endowed with these gifts of the Holy
Spirit beyond measure, that by him his memhers in measure should be
furnished. There was a necessity that this olive tree should be beaten,
that the oil might be ohtained for the use of the lamps, that they may
!I.lways burn; for these lamps were made by God's appointment, as they
were a type of Christ and his church. There was a needs-be for a bowl
and pipes tberefrom to the lamps, that this oil might be couveyed to them
to cause them to burn continually. Christ was the true olive tree, therefore must he beaten.
(Read lsaiah, liiL). This was done ,that there
might be such a flllness treasured up in Christ Jesus of this rich oil of
grace, as should supply all the wants of his people. Such was the infinite
love of the God-man that he makes use of such comparisons to show us
that as there is a bowl to hold a body of oil that it may be conveyed
through the pipes to the lamps, to cause them to burn always, so Christ
was beaten that there might be Guch a fulness of the oil of grace treasured
up in him as to supply all his people&' needs. He was the bowl or reservoir in which all fulness dwells for his peoples' use, alld as the pipes were
the means by which the oil was conveyed to the lamps, so the ministers of
the Gospel are like pipes to couvey the word to the ears, and when God
the Holy Ghost applies it to the heart it operates so as to make the man a
new creature; he is hrought to see that without this oil or grace of the
Holy Spirit of God he is lost for ever. Here the man is hrollght to admire
and adore the sovereigl) love of God in Christ; he is led to see Christ as
his Surety or Bondsman. Then as the oil flows from the bowl to the
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lamps, it gives forth a beautiful smell, which is a type of the meritorious
work of the great and glorious Redeemer; !hat the oil of grace might flow
from Christ the fountain head through the means of the preached word;
the Holy Spirit applies it to the heart, works faith therein, and makes the
man to be looking to, and living upon Christ daily more and more. Here
then is a great proof that this beaten oil is typical of Christ, the pure olive
tree; therefore it is no wonder that trials, temptations, perseclltions, troubles, or distresses, cannot put out the flame-no, nor ever shall while the
Lord liveth; for he hath led captivity captive, and received gifts for men,
yea for the rebellious also, that the Lord might dwell in their hearts by
faith. The Father hath eudowed his Son with all the gifts and graces of
his Holy Spirit in an eminent and peculiar manner, to comfort aud refresh
the hearts of his people, and hath solemnly called him to be the Priest,
Prophet, aud Kiug of his .church and people. Well, my dear friends,
what says your heart to these truths? Has this oil of the grace of God
ever reached your heart? If it has, then Christ is engaged to be your
]>rophet, Priest, and King, to lead you into all truth. Oh! what infinite
wisdom and boundless mercy shine through the whole of this salvation,
all flowing from the ocean of God's infinite love and unmerited grace.
May the Holy Spirit make you and I more alive to God by enabling us to
live more by faith on Christ daily for body and soul; then we shall find this
oil to be such as will set every wheel in motion Godward; then Christ will
become precious indeed, for we shall become partakers of his pardoning
blood and justifying righteousness, which was finished and completed 011
mount Calvary for every poor, sensible sinner who is brought by faith
alone to Christ Jesus. This beaten oil operates through the heart and
conscience; makes the body as well as the soul become a sacrifice holy and
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. The sinner cannot 110W live in
sin; no, it is his prayer that Christ may dwell in his heart by faith. You
see then, if taught of God, that there is great beauty and glory in these
words; they make the oil of rich, free, and sovereign grace in the heart to
bnrn bright and clear. TI10Is you see something of the end God had ill
view when he cOlllmanded these sacrifict's-viz., hiS own eternal honour
and glory; that the sinner in himself should have nothiug to boast of.
May the Holy Spirit bless what has been written as far as it is agreeable to his mind and will, and pardon what he hath seen amiss, for Christ's
sake. Amen. This is the prayer of
Your unworthy servant,
JAlIIEi FRANOIS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAlt MR. EDITOR,

I desire with deep meditation aud humility before the Lord to answer
your kind note in reference to my portrait appearing before the SOilS alld
daughters of spiritual Zion; which you know, were it not more the desire
of others than of myself, would not have come before the public.
It is a solemn fact, that human nature in its best dress, presents to the
spiritual mind but a gloomy picture; nor is the outward mall, that noble
fabric, less appalling through the introduction of sin. His very features
wear the marks of transgression; he is cradled in iniquity; and as he
advances in life, the seeds of evil spring up within, and become a sad
sou re£> of rebellion and enmity against his Maker. Following upon this
consideration of the subject, we see the direful consequences of the fall \11
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the exterior of man to be far greater than the generality of our species are
willing, or in the least measure disposed, to own. The pencil of the Holy
Ghost in the message to the prophet hath fully decWed the point, in declaring', " All flesh is grass," which fadeth; and that man in his best estate
is vanity. Of this solemn truth I have had many mortifying proofs, in beholding- so fallen a picture, with which [am constantly conversant, while
natural infirmities leave indelible marks of sin and pollution. But, blessed
be the thought, while I behold so debased a likeness, the consolation in its
redemption from all evil by the pardoning blood of a suffering Saviour;
and that when I awake up from my grave, it wiII be fashioned like to bis
own most glorious self, free from all defilement. Now the flesh is a cumbersome load and a tiresome companion, that clogs the soul and weighs
down the mind. This body and spirit of which I am composed have
travelled together in a weary wilderness sixty years; forty-eight years
since the conflict began between the law of the members and the law of
the mind; but of all creatures I have to this moment abundant cause to
say, "0 Lord, thy rod and staff de comfort me." A wonder indeed to
myself before God in the many deliverances, escapes, and salvatiODs
wrought for so woythless a worm. I have had on many trying occasions
to record the lovingkindness and tender mercy of Jehovah in covenant love
to my poor sin-burdened soul. If spared I may hereafter publish to the
world a more lengthened account, which DOW lies in manuscript before me.
Early in life the Lord was pleased to bring me to a terrible reckoninll:;
his law slew me; sin revived, and I died; love found me, and mercy took
me up. r saw him wbo was" for the fall and rising again of many in
Israel." Stripped of my filthy rags, I was clothed in change of raiment,
and sang the high praises of God and the Lamb; and being sealed with
the signet of bis own hand, was baptized for the day of drought, and was
soon called into the chequered path to experience temptation, trial, and
sorrow. And many have been the dispensations of my God towards me;
sometimes escaping with the "skin of my teeth;" with a vast host in the
rear posting with haste to destroy me; with them an .. arm of flesh," with
me (a poor, timid, weak creature) the "God of armies." Guided and led
on, in the face of great oppositioll, to exclaim, " What hath God wrought I"
I still desire to speak well of his name, his person, his grace, his wisdom,
an" righteousness, who to me has been, and yet is, the altogether lovely.
Oh! the sweet shinings of his presence upon the soul; the life of Jesus in
the hearts of his people can only bc supported and fed by himself; to this
desired end he magnifies his own grace in the blessed mystery he hath
promised to give unto them the bread of eternal life; and his gracious
word implies they must all eat of it. How it is brought and communicated in its acllllinistration is sovereign, rich, and free, and so wisely
ordered he will never let us carve for ourselves. But it shall be himself,
out of his own fulness, who will supply all our need. Suffice it to say he _
will always empty every vessel before he fills it; and by his own dear,
eternal, coequal Spirit, create also every want and desire in the soul, by
which the spiritual appetites shall crave divine blessings at h's footstool.
I have often been brought to a dead stand, and had not the love and power
of his grace been made manifest, must have been swallowed up by those
legions of unbelieving foes which are strong and lively j and though beaten
back so that they cannot perform their enterprize, are incessant in their
endeavours to mar my comfort and peace. "Vho but the child of God can
testify to this statement? And who bllt the nomimal, dead professor will
attempt to deny the same? that out of weakness we are made strong, and
that we stand before the Lord continually in nis strength and not in our
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OWII; proving, as we journey on, how blessed it is to be indulged with
his arm.
May you, Mr. Editor, by God's grace, maintain your independence, and
be blessed with spiritual wisdom to accept or reject any and every communication that may be sent you from your numerous correspondents, as
they may bear or not bear the seal of Heaven's approbation. And if this
be not from the Lord, cast it aside; I have no better to offer.
Your affectionate brother in the bonds of truth,
.
JAMES GROOll1.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR FRIEND AND

EDITOR,

With the warmest affection of heart would [ thank you and all those
who with you have felt so interested in the welfare of one who, although
secluded in the small compass of a stall, is not altogether overlooked by
those with whom it bas ever been his highest ambition to be found numbered. But why should the silence of an old man be wondered at, when
the infirmities of age are taken into account, and the unpalateable nature
of nearly all the communications of old CRISPIN? for no one shall stop me
of this boasting, that I was born in that age when there were giants on the
earth. Alas, how different the ~resent race! I speak of the things touching the kingdom and the King.
True it is that, though the strong man be bowed down, yet is he not
broken; and though the keeper of the house shake, the foundation standeth
sure. The vivacity of youth has long ceased with me; but the long inhabited stall, did it only possess the power, would bear witness of tht' dewdrops which penetrate at times through the casement; which, though it
may appear strange, it is a truth, that it has lIever hl'.d one repair since I
have been its inmate; and it oftell surprises me that so many pass by without noticing what to me is one of the greatest novelties in our great
Melropolis; and at times I fear the great rage for improvement will not
leave me long in quiet p'lssession; for be it known, my ancestry provided
nothing farther than a tenantcy at will; and it is not every neighbourhood
that would like the din of the hammer amI lapstone, of which there is full
evidence from the rapidity with which they have disappeared during the
last fifty years.
Forgive the wanderings of an old man; it is certair~y one of the last
shades thrown in to complete the portrait of nature's man; and allow me a
little space within the fondling of my youth and the darling of my dotage,
to wield the sword of determined opposition against the delicate Agags of
our day. No, I have not laid it down, and I should deserve to be deemed
a traitor and a coward did I even seek fur winter quarters in this day of
the ~ord's controversy. Nearly all the band in whose ranks I have long
stood, are either sleeping undisturbed in the grace-perfumed cradle of an
earth groaning under the curse, or, mesmerised by the overpowering embrace of creature-expediency, have left the insulting foe to come up upon
our very ramparts; yea, what secret havoc have they made in sapping the
very foundation!
1 fear my dear friend would shrink from the task of making known,
were it possible for me to write down. all that I have witnessed of our
Rome-going clergy_ It is of no use to say the days of peril are coming, for
behold they are already come. Nor is it confined to what was once the
bulwt'lrk of our beloved country; every grade of dissent, more or less,
shows their open and avowed hostility to the doctrines of the cross; and
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little did I expect ever to have witnessed in the land of my nativity, the
idolatrous and unmeaning parade of carrying the host. But through the
kindness of some friends, I have been favoured with an excursion a short
distance from the ever.. bllsy London, and being freed 1'rom the bondage of
the staU, in one of my solitary perambulations I fell in with what the
assuming and proud-crested Church of Home calls in her presumption a
cathedral. I entered, and there in broad daylight I beheld all the mummery of this soul-deceiving creed; at this time confined to the interior by
parading round its spacious ailes; but not long hence shall the advancing
foe dare us to our face by a more open exhibition. And will not such
things be attractive? I trow not; for all that ever before has met me,
nothing has equalled it; and my heart felt for several who, like myself,
bore the el'!Jblazoned heraldry of grey heirs and wrinkled brows. From
whence arises these things? Is it not from the carnality of our bishops
and our time-serving clergy, many of whom, it is to be feared, would have
followed as readily the mandate of London or &eter had it been issued
forth for them to have preached in their shirt-sleeves? Or else why is the
simplicity of sur worship spoiled by so much will-worship, and the time
of service so infringed upon, that if we expect to hear an exposition of
truth, the design is frustrated by all the paraphernalia of Romish customs?
Tell me not the good and gracious men, of whom we have yet a few left,
are men of liberty, for it is no such a thing; the day is fast hastening when
the disguised Jesuit, who now in secret mixes with their congregations,
will be encouraged to accuse them openly in the star chamber of the nineteenth century, which for a time will far exceed all former ones, and where
modern Bonners and Gardiners will vie with their predecessors in persecuting the saints of the Most High. Rome was once rampant, she is now
subtle; aot) many will be ensnared by her. 1 could say much upon the
introduction of candles in our churches, chaunting, and many other things
exported from Rome; with the appointment of a Puseyite archdeacon to
instil into the mind of the infant prince the seeds of this deadly nightshade,
and the well-concocted plan of securing the next generation by the deeplaid plot of Hook.education. But I forbear. It may be that the writing
of this letter will be all labour in vain; and you need not be informed,
that what in youth gave pleasure, in advanced life is a toil. However,
should you see it well to throw it into your scrap-basket, still you can
inform the kind and anxious inquirer that the ulltlinchin~ CRI!PIN is still
an inmate of the stall; bllt do not impeach me to the Bishop of London,
for it is not unlikely, if not served with a notice to qllit, J may yet see him
with some of his brotherhood under the canopy when the host shall pass
the end of the corner.
In the warmth of my feelings I cannot forbear mentioning, that within
the last few hours J have had the mingled feelings of joy and sorrow in
standing upon the little hillock which marks the hallowed chamber in
which rests that grain of the precious corn known on earth as WAI,TER
Row j and how did my heart beat with desire to lie down with him. But
it is vain to appoint our own Macphelah; it is hardly likely that the whole
produce of the stall will procure enough to bear the expeuse of taking the
bones of CRISPIN so far. Yet shall they be preserved and gathered up •
again; this, this is my hope, that when he who is my life shall appear, I
shall be like him.
Farewell, dear Editor, the Lonl make thee to he courageous and of a
strong mind. Watch, watch, watch! for the darkness i~ upon us.
CRISP1N.

F"om my Stall, Allum Corner, July 13th, 1843.
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ni~ht is dark, Father CRISPIN, and portentous clouds float upon the
hO"izon of the church; still Jehovah reigns, and since his frustrating hand
hath recently been made visible, we are encouraged. The search for truth
among Di3sent would be almost as fruitless as within the Church, the constitntion of which still remains, however that constitution may have been misin_
terpreted and abused. We too wandered, a short time since, in quest of
tmth. In the first place was a minister p"eaching on trial, that hateful practice wllerein so many fall iuto the sna,'e of accommodating their discourses to
the prior-ascertained taste of their auditory; (hence, in former .jays we have
heard a bold Calvinistic sermon at one place in the aftel'Doon, and a rank
Arminian discourse from the same lips at another place in the evening). Next
we heard a seceder f!'Om the Scotch chul·ch. He opened upon the eighth of
Romans, and expounding therefrom with great classical ingenuity, void of
the unctuous power of the Holy Ghost; we listeued attentively till he arrived
at the twenty-ninth verse, where the spleen of an opponent to the sovereignty
of God becoming so obvious, we deemed it high time to take up our hat and
walk. A third place was a Scotch chnrch-numerous auditory, young skilled
preacher, delivering a previously wrought-up discourse from a subject, with
the practical nature of which he appeared to be vitally ignorant. The fourth
and last place was a church, the g,'eater portion of the time allotted to the
services of which was occupied, as you say, in" chaunting," and imitating
the mimicry of Rome. Here a mere stripling stood up, and adopting for his
text the words of OUl' Lord, "Take up thy cross and follow me," read what
he deemed a sermon-the veriest jumble of which you can possibly conceive
-an admixture of contradictions, placing it beyond a doubt that he was
almost as iguorant of the sermon (so to call it) as tluJ pen he used when writing or copying it. And what think you, Father CRISPIN, was the conclusion
to which we arrived while walking homewards, not, as you may imagine,
much warmed, comforted, or sweetly cheered by the testimonies to which we
had listened? What! why, that amidst all this dearth and deathliness, still
there were a people, a peculiar people, the property of the Lord of Hoststhat many among that people, instead of being sunk in carelessness and
apathy, were still hnngerinp: and thirsting after the pnre bread and water of
life; and that moreovc" there were yet men-though in numbers comparatively few-whom Jehovah the Spirit had qualified for his work, aud sent
forth into his vineyard, and whom he had made bold to declare the whole
counsel of God. We saw, too, it was at once tbeir privilege and their duty
(we uo not like the word though we here adopt it) to remain at their post,
whether in the Establishment 01' out of it, to testify fearlessly and fully, while
yet they may, of a free-grace Gospel, a finished salvation, a perfect redemption-work, irrespective of man's doings or deservings. Therefore, CRISPIN,
with all our ·convictions of the lamentable state of the times, let us encourage
them to go forward, still to'stand in the gap, to flinch not, and the more \he
adversary rebels against truth, or the nearer his approximation to truth, the
more zealously, as the Lord the Spirit shall enable them, to declare the truth,
not so much negaUvly as affirmatively; to cry" a confederacy" with none; to
dare to be sin~ular; keeping the eye steadily fixed npon the one object of
their mission, Jesus and poor sinners. Time is short, Father CRISPIN; yes,
your bones and ourS will soon be conveyed to their last resting-place, to
abide in hope of ajoyful resurrection, and our soul with yours is warmed by
the glorious contemplation that" when he who is our life shall appear, we
also shall appear wHh him in glory." The anticipation fills our souls with
joy unspeakable and full of glory, and causes our hearts to pant after some
small degree of usefulness here-the continuance of privileged opportunities
to testify of his grace, his faithfulness, and his love.
The mention of your visit to the grave of the beloved W ALTF.R Row, reminds
us.of a recent visit of our own to the delightful spot where his ashes so peacefully repose. As the event which called us there forms a striking contrast to
the summit of your expectations in prospect of your tinal removal, we will
just allude to it. The voluntary offer of a ticket to witness the interment of
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the late Duke of Sussex, iuduced us to be there on that occasion. The splendid cavalcade at length arrived, and the mourners and various officials haviug
taken their stand around the corpse in the little chUJlel connected with the
cemetery, we were fortunate enough to gaiu admittance withiu a few minutes
of the commencement of the solemn service. The scene was most imposing.
In the centre was the superbly decorated coffin; around it stood our Prince,
the Dukes of Cambridge and Wellington, and from eighty to a hundred of thenobles of our land; yea, with the exception of the Queen, England's boasted
lords and heroes were within that narrow compass concentrated; their costly
attire forming but a sony contrast with the mournful garb in which the
church itself was clad. But the countenances! ah! the countenances! falll'n,
dejected, dispirited indeed I The major part were aged: and as the Bishop
of Norwich read with solemn pauses the burial service, and a few particles of
- the material of which its inhabitant was composed wel'e cast upon the coffin,
mortification seemed writ upon every face, for each knew the certainty of
a similar ordeal. It was to us, dear Father CRISPIN, a highly privileged hour,
for the mind had overleaped " the thousand ills" and fleeting pleasures which
" flesh is heir to," to stand with kindred of a higher race upon the brink
of bliss. Their race being run-the rich man's farce performed-aside is
drawn the curtain, and in pleasing contemplation is commenced the acting of a
scene in which Almighty Grace has destined we shall take a part to all eternity. Their life had quickly run its course, but ours doth only now begin, and
we hail with rapture its commencement.-En,]

To "J. G.," Essex.
BELOVED BROTHRR,

I esteem it a privilege to address you in this endearing appellation-yes a
brother, beloved in the Spirit, though unknown in the flesh; beloved for
Christ's sake-beloved in the union of the Spirit iu the bond of peace-in the
hope of eternal life ; and this is a union which death will confirm and settle FOR
EVER, unlike the ties of nature, which unless united by grace, must end with
this mortal life :-and death, my brother, will sweep away every jarring discordevery fleshly disunion-every sectarian prejudice-eve1'Y obstacle which in onr
time-state, intervenes to prevent a pe1'fect uuion among tbe members of the
invisible church. In seasons of affliction it appears particularly refresbing and
gratifying to be especially recognised, and may tbe blessed tru ths con tained in
your letter indited under the Spirit's teachiug, be, by the same Spirit, applied
uuto my soul with power; and to others of the flork, that we may bring forth
the fruits of faith and love, to the praise and glory of Him who hath called us
out of darkness into the marvellous light of the Gospel. It is these glorious
truths which are rejected by the mauy. that are the comfort and the joy of the
few; being settled, rooted, and grounded in the faith, as revealed to us in the
word of God by his Holy Spirit, who lakes of tbe things of Jesus, and shows
them unto us-leads us, blessed be his name, to see the finisheil and complete
work of our Redeemer, the Divine Sovereignty, the unchangeableness, the
everlasting love of our Triune Jehovah. When afflictions come upon us, my
brother; when the poor body so weakens the mind that it can scarcely concei ve
a thougbt;, when darkness, and sterility, and coldness occupy where light,
audfruitfulness, and warmth, seemed to invigorate anil fertilize the soul; in such
times to see the immutability of our covenan t God. Oh, tbis is a life of faitlt
and not of sense, to be assured that Jesus is the same! a Rock that cannot be
moved, a Sun that eternally shines-to be persuaded that all wavering, all darkness is in ourselves; to line above sensible frames and comfortable feelings.
Still to believe the Rock is underneath, though we do not feel it, that the Sun
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assuredly bebind tbe cloud, though we see it not. This is a trial of faith
actillg upon those glorious truths we profess to believe. Oh, dear brother, if
Jesus changed! ifhe meted out to his people according to their measure ot faith
und love, wbat should we receive? He is sovereigll in his gifts, and free in his
bestowments, and praised he His work of free grace, it is going on under all
circumstances, independent of the earthen vessel, aud shall be carried on to the
end; and the souls of the elect vessels are continually under the fertilizing inflences of the Sun of righteousoess, whether they are sensible of it or not.
His sovereigo power places as under circumstances to iostruct os, to bring
aboot his decreed purposes, to wean us from earth, and draw os to rest more
and more opoo himself in the closest retiremen t ; 01\ a bed of sickness he reveals to us the vile corroptions of the old man. This body of death which
we drag about with us, which death alolle can conquer j but thanks be to God
we are delivered from the condemnation of sin, throngh Jesus Christ our Lord,
and the sting of death, where is it? it is swallowed np in the victory, and
through Jesus we shall be more than conquerors in passing through the dark
valley, in crossing the Jordan; but, my brother, it is two distinct exercises
of the soul to believe, aud to realize thl' comfort; we know that a sensible sinner, one who has felt, who still feels the exceeding sinfnlness of Sill, can find
pear.e alone in the Saviourofsilluers; and in the bour of death, Jesus only can give
comfort, and his voice speak peace to thl' soul. Oh! it will be blessed to hear
the summons with delight, to hail with joy the emancipation' from a body of sio,
and a world of sin, to view with transport the gates opening to bring us into the
presence of our Lord. "As thy day so shall be thy strength," is the promise, and
the fnture must be left with Him who hath already ordered all that concerns
us. He is faithful, he is merciful, and will, and must do all things well. So also,
my brother, to bless the Lord for afflictions, is distinct from the belief that they
are for our good. Oh. to kiss the rod! to feel that it is good to be afflicted, to
praise, to thank him for trials from the very bottom of the heart; this is to' be
exercised thereby, and to bring forth froit to the Lord. Many lessons are
taught in rtlJiiction which ease and prosperity neyer cal~ulate upon. "Jonah's rebellion and thl' Lord's forbearance" are here made manifest, and cause have we for
thankfulne s, when we are truly brought to loath that corrupt thing self-to feel
that flesh is flesh, in which dwelleth no good thin!!'; that ~pirit is spirit, and
that they are in direct opposition one to another. My brother, to feel, to Mperience this io the soul is something very different from the profes~ion of the
lips, or even the belief of it. My brother, fare-thee-well-may our eyes be
continually looking unto Jesus. off from sl!lf; in one is all peace, in the other
all wretchedness. May you he abundantly blest in your soul with all spiritual
frnitfulness, drawn from the inexhaustible fouotain of redeeming love by sovereign grace, from love etl'rnal, in the alone merits of Jesus; washed ill his precions blood, set apart in the councils of eternity; born anew by the power of the
Spirit by which the ves!<el becomes sacred to God, and made meet for the Master's use; cau a sinner be presented at the last great day as
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THE- EDITOR TO HIS CORRESPONDENTS.
To "A

WEAKLING," BURTON LATIMlm, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.

" 8nouLD I have the desire for holiness, if God the eternal Spirit had not
begun the good work in my heart?" a~ks our correspolldent. Assuredly not,
for in thy case tbon art breathing after Jesns. In him and him alone, is tby
help. He is all tby salvation, and the eternal Spirit graciously make Him all

2 M

2'74

CORRESPONDENCE.

thy desire. Cry on, beloved; it is all well. Only beware of looking into thyself, as a fallen son of Adam, for holiness, purity, or anything like improvement. Signs of thy growth, and the prelude to the fuller discovery of thy completeness aud perfectiou in Jesus, will be a dl'eper sense of thy blackness-tlly
filthiness-and utter demerit in thyself considered. So that as the Lord leads
thee on, He will bring thee into a hlessed comprehension of the meaning of
the Apostle when he said, "Nevertheless T live, yet not 1; for Christ Iiveth in me; and the life T now live in the flesh, T live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me."
To "A FEMAI,E WRESTLER."
A 'WR~;STI,ER! couldst thon wrestle, if thou hadst not,Jife? The Poet says" To groan beneath the pow'r of sin,
Is a sure sign of life within."
If the Lord had not auswered prayer, thou wouldst not he tIle subject of thy
present impOl"tuni(y. To feel that thou haat a " hard heart" proves sensibility,'
to be conscious that the enemy of souls is co-operating with base self
against all that is holy, denotes 11;qht. Thou'dost not doubt I}is abilit.1Jthat is a mercy, the sure prelude to a convictiou of his willingness. Thou
sayst, "J am sometimes so troubled I do not know what to do. When all
around seems gloomy, I try to cast my bnrden on the Lord, but am sure to
bring it away with me again." This gives thee to feel the need of the Spirit's
power, and will cause thee to render unto Him the glory, when that power is
put forth in thefullless of thy desi1"e. Satan may attempt to palm upon thee
the text which burdens thy mind-" The sacrifice of the wicked is an abominatlon to the Lord;" but it is not thine. The moment thou didst begin to WTestie from that moment was satan's kingdom Shaken in thee; his houFe is spoiled;
he no longer occupies the throne of thine affections, and therefore thou canst
no morf' bear the exclusive character of the wicked. TI.ou art wicked iu the
first Adam it is true, hut righteous iu the secoud ; and the latter far outweighsoverbalIancies-n ullifies the former.-Therefore still wrestle on, for every wrestling Jacob must be made~a prevailing Israel.
To "J. C." PORTSMOUTH.
TT is a common practice of the adversary to worry and torment the souls of
the Lorrl's family about /zttltrity. But the present moment only is ours-with
the netct we have nothing whatever to do. Seek a well-grQunded assurance that
the Lord is thine; give his g-racious Majesty no rest till he sweetly settles the£'
in a hlessed cOllviction of thy union to Him by adoptiou and grace; and then
thou ways! with propriety tell Satan that whatever changes or reversion thou
mayst undergo during the future part of thy pilgrimage,! that whether thou
diest iu a mansion or in a workhouse, nothing cau touch that life which is hid
with Christ iu God. Moreover thou mayst tell him that not merely shall the
functions of divine life be kept in motion, but the presence of its Author
experieneed; that the heavier and more peculiar the trials, the more mauifest
his supporting, and ultiniately his delivering hand. As to thy fears about
" making ship-wreck of faith," and thy appreheusions of " bringing c1iscredit
upon the cause of God, and wj)uudin~ the minds of the dear family," thou wilt
bless God for these another day. The blessed Spirit still keep thy conscience
tender, aud so 'possess thy mind with a sense of thy own personal nothingness,
aud his all-snfficiency, as to keep thee looking unto Jesus, and turning all these
thy fears into sighs, cries, and groaus for sushliuing graee and preserviug
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mercy. It is a bles~ed pURsage-the Lord, if it be his will, gh'e it thee for a
portion-" Thon shall not be forgotten of me; "-that includl's a day-and-night,
yea, a perpetual remembrance, and necessarily takes in the occurrence~ of
every day and hour. "J will water it every momeut," says J ehovab, "yea,
and lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day."

TO "W. A."

BRISTOL.

AN aged Minister was preaching one day, and, in the eonr~e of his sermUIl,
speakinfl,' of Satan's temptations, said-" Probably 1 have a tempted soul presell t. You have been tro~bled with blasphemies. Perhaps you ha"e been awfully te~pted to say such and such," mentioning the words. The expression
was noised abroad, and next morning two of the Ministers in the town waited
upon the old Diville to remonstrate w.ith him npon the impropriety of his COIlduct. During tbe intp.rview, a knock was heard at the door, and a charact"r
once notorions in the town for her bad conduct, was admitted. "Sir," said she,
addressing herself to the aged minister, "in your last nifl,'ht's discourse you
said RO and so; it is the very thing I have been so tempted with; I have found
that very language working in my mind, and tbought, therefore, that there could
not possibly be in me any love to the Lord Jesus Christ. But what you stated
has completely broke the snare." "There, gl'ntlemen," said the old man, as
soou as the poor creature had left, "what will you say now? " "N ot another
word," was the reply.--But we may come closer home. Some two years since, iu
addresRing our readers, a peculiar exercise came upon the mind, and we told iJ
ont, and as in the present case, were found great fault with for so doing. Eighteen
months after, a young man found out the Editor's" niche." "Is your name so
and so?" said he. "My name is so and so," was the reply, iu a tone of abruptness, enough to close the heart of anyone under snch circumstances."
" I have long wanted to ~ee you, and now I am come I do not know that I can
say anything (which was not to be wondered at.) But I must tell yon one
thing; you wert.' found fault with some months since, for an expression whi('h yon
used; but] Rhall ever have reason to bless God for its insertion. My mind
had been very dark; the temptations of the adversary' were so jlowerful, that I
gave vent to my feelings in the very words you used. 1 thought T could not be
a child of God; all had been a delusion; I gave up prayer-left off readiugand was in a most distressed state. On the Sabbath afternoon, I saw your
Magazine lying on the table; and thongh its cOlltents had often been bles~ed to
me, I l(oncluded there was nothing for me now, and therefore would not open it.
Still my resolntion was overruled j I opened and read, and there was the very
expression I had useiJ, and which I had conclnded stamped me a reprobate.
The snare was broken-the tempter fled-my soul was set at liberty, and for a
night and a day I blessed aud prai~ed my God for his great goodness to me, aud
for his inclining you to pen that language. And T aRkI'd him to bless Y(ilt (continued the dear young man, overwhelmed with tears) and I am snre he will."" \V. A." we will lea\'{' you to imagine the effect of sucb an unexpected teRtimony, and to say whether we can at all times exercise an authority o\'er that
which it is given us to publish. We assnre yon we cannot choose for ourselve~;
a special influence comes over'us in writing; the oil flows, and we let it run;
seldom entering into the'spirit of it but once; and oftentimes afterwards wishiug this had been withheld, and the other said,
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EDITORIAL REVIEWS.
Tlte Bis/lOp of London in 1553, and tlte Bis/lOp of London in 1843;
comprising Considerations of the P1'inciples and Conduct of tlte former
in the prospect of Papal Ascendancy, as contrasted with the recent
... Charge of the lattm' in reference to Puseyism, the adjunct of Popery
and Jesuifism. Bya LAy-CITIZEN, London: J. Eedes, 14, Little
Knight Rider Street, Doctors' Commons. Pp. 40.
GI VING us a brief history of the church from the time of the Reformation, the author at once draws a parallel between the Bishop of London
in 1553 (Nicholas Ridley, of ever-blessed memory), and the Bishop of
London in 1843. Under several distinctive particulars, he proves the
one to have been not only a staunch supporter of the Protestant faith
as espoused by the Church of England, but one who was so thoroughly
rooted and grounded in an experimental knowledge of the truth as it is
in Jesus, as to count not his own life dear unto him; the other, in
respectful yet forcible terms, the author proves to have acted with the
most culpable inconsistency, inasumch as he did not at once set his
face against every attempt to put a Papistical construction upon any
church authorities, or to revive practices, apparently favourable to
Popery, overlooked at the time of the Reformation, and which had now
become comparatively obsolete.
The author, with great propriety, recognizes in Puseyism the very
spirit of Popery, and furnishes two or three extracts from Papistical
authorities in support of his views. He brings forward the startling
tact, that in a lett!lr from a Jesuit in England to the Pope, certain suggestions have been made, to the effect that " a few of their order should
go as students to the University of Oxford," in order, doubtless, that
their influence may be increased, and their pestilential venom thereby
be the better diffused. And very properly does the author inquire
whether it is possible that the Bishop of London can be unacquainted
with these facts? If he be amiable, is it not lamentable that that
amiability should be the very means of his ensnarement? Has it not
led him to be indifferent-yea, to make concessions where it behoved
him to act with the greatest promptitude? Had the Bishop of London
firmly and unflinchingly directed his energies against the perfidious
encroachments of these Puseyite assailants at the very onset, a series
of evils might have been avoided. Now, two distinct parties will exist
in the church, between which no reconciliatron ever can be effected;
and it remains for such as know and love the truth in her, fearlessly
and fully to declare the same, leaving all consequences with Jehovah.
The movements of the 'l'ractarian Party have been too rapid for their
entire snccess. By their means Satan, as usual, has overstepped himself. Their encrollchments have been a little too glaring, and the
consequence is a rallying of the opposite forces. Puseyis m is-lIot
yet at least-going to have its own way. The English church may be
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infested with Puseyites; the Irish church, by mean~ of a traiterous
O'Connell, may be recognized as Catholic; still these very infringements will, by the wonder-working power of Jehovah, become the very
means of uniting and causing to cleave closer together the members of
his one church.
We are looking for the outpouring of ,his blessed Spirit, that his
throne may be besought on behalf of his elect; that he will be pleased
to remember his own word, and preserve and bless his jewels in the
midst of this wicked and perverse generation. All is dark-glllat confusion prevails-yet his love to his family is unvarying; the Sun of
Righteousness shines in beauteous relief to the thickly-gathering cloud.
Whether that cloud disperses or bursts, not a vessel of mercy shall be
injured. They are encompassed by an omnipotent grasp-shielded by
an almighty arm-yea, kept as the 'lery apple of his eye. And let the
~ch remember, that the most troublous times outwardly ought to be
,
the very period for her safety-her glory-and her unbounded consola.
tion, to appear. It is times of ease-seasons of visible quietude - that
have, instrumentally, brought on our present laxity and supineness;
our ancles have become weak for want of exercise; the harness is
rusty, and we cannot wield the sword so dexterously as when it was il:
more constant use. Up! up! up! ye warriors of the Lord of Hosts.
Try your accoutrements--prove your swords; for who is this that
defieth the Holy One of Israel? Is He not your Father, your Friend,
your Husband still? My Father! what can harm me? My Friend,
one that sticketh closer than a brother! who can injure me? My
Husband! pays my debts, provides for, shelters-yea, will everlastingly defend, and says, "Because I live ye shall live also." Hallelujah!

Poetl"y 01 the Hem't. Selected by the Author of " Heart Breathings."
London: Darton and Clark, Holborn Hill.
"THOSE who have read the li(tle work referred to in the title-page of the
present volume, will be prepared, we presume, for the class of book
with which they are now presented. The" Heart" that Divine Grace
has had nothing to do with, will find little in the "Poetry" of these
pages to interest it; but where the God of Grace has prepared the
way-ploughed up the fallow ground of the heart-and scattered the
seeds of eternal life, there will be such ardent desires-fervent breathings-and holy importunities, springing up as the fruit of his gracious
husbandry, as will render the sentiments, variously expressed in the
annexed pages, very opportune. Here is "Poetry" adapted to the
babe, the young man, and the father in Christ; here is a song of triumph fO,r the mountain-top, and the lisping of desire from the vale
berleath; here is the warrior's ecstasy as he seizes the pledge of
victory, and the pilgrim's ejaculations as he enters on his race. And
with such material, all we have to ask is, that thc same Spirit who
indited may vouchsafe to put in tune the heart of the readcr."-Priface.
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A Selection of Hymns, from various Authors, compiled especially for
Cldldren of Slmday Schools. By the late REV. WILLIAM NUNN,
M.A., Minister of St. Clement's, Manchester.
Second Edition.
London: Sold by M. and S. ~igham, 54, Chiswell Street; and by
E. Palmer, 18, Paternoster Row.
As a proof of the high regard in which the late Mr. Nunn was held by
the children of Manchester, we were informed that on the Saturday
evening subsequent to the appearance of his portrait in this Magazine,
the shop of one of the booksellers was literally besieged by factory
children, after pay-time, to 'obtain a copy; 400 Magazines, we are
told, were sold by one individual. 'l'his fact will clearly demonstrate
how great the influence of Mr. Nunn over the minds of his juvenile
auditory; which, connected as it was with a genuine acquaintance with
the human heart; will show how competent a man he was to edit a
"Selection.. of Hymns for the Young." In his preface he tells u'sIn all the Selections which have come under the notice of the Editor, there
are many hymns which are very objectionable; some containin~ the erroneons
sentiment o(the eternal redemption of the whole human race; others, assertinA"
the capability of man in a natural state to perform spiritual actions; and a great
many comprising lapguage of Christian experience, not at all adapted for the
'.lse of instrncted bnt unenlightened youth.

The hymns are judiciously chosen, and to each is prefixed, in most
cases, the names of three tunes, rendering the work so much the
more useful for school purposes. We cheerfully rccommend it as
forming the best selection of Hymns for the Young which has come
under our notice.
•

Hand-bookfor Visitors to the Kensal Green Cemetery. By BENJAMIN
CLARK, Author of" Meditation with Self-examination for every Day
in the Year," &c. iondon: Joseph Masters, 33, Aldersgate Street.
Pp. 90.
THE subject of the impropriety of interring the dead in already
crowded churchyards, in the very heart of the city, and in this:kly
populated parts of the metropolis, we conceive has been in most publicatiolls so ably dilated upon, as to render additional comment almost
superfluous. We are aware that even in the renewed mind one feeling
will be powerful, if not prevailing-the wish to lie by the side of
those whose memories are dear, when, by the exit of its present
occ ant, this a ive frame shall be rendered inanimate. To adopt
position to a course which has so long been pursued,
arguments III
will be, offensive to many whose bereavements ha-ve rendered the
subject to them a peculiarly delicate one. Still, a little impartial reflection must »lace the subject before us in a veri different light.
And with these views a walk through the different cemeteries, to every
truly contemplative.mind will be esteemed a privilege.
The "Hand-book for Visitors" affords not merely a guide, but a
remembranceI'; 'not only a companion to the solitary rambl~r, but that
which will afterwards assist his memory in description.

,
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Perhaps few men could have done greater justice to his undertaking
than Mr. Benjamin Clark. Though in point of doctrine we differ, and
the esteemed anthor may vest in the creature a power of which he was
deprived in the fall, yet he introdl,lces some very just and acceptable
remarks. In his progress throngh the walks he stops at freqnent intervals, and, having read to ns the inscription, he gives ns ~ef_
sketch of his life whose ashes repose beneath; then he leadli ns oIl~
ward, and ere yet he has closed some brief and pleasing reflections,
summons us to another tomb, and reads again a memento of perhaps
an altogethl'r different kind. The effect is grateful in the extreme;
and though we have not vacated our" niche," yet, by means of this
little" Hand-book," we have been conducted in imagination through
the walks of Kensal Green, and gazed upon the varied tombs, and read
the greatly diversified inscriptions of a little multitude.
This little book is worthy of, and we doubt not will secure, a large
circulation.
The History of Grove Chapel, Camberwell, during a Quarter of a
Century, from its origin to 1843. By JOSE PH IRONS. London:
Printed for the Author, and sold at his house, Camberwell, and by
all Booksellers. Pp. 36.
A VERY interesting detail. Not merely does a singular Providence
first call Mr. Irons to Camberwell, but an equally striking train of
providential circumstances settles him there. The difficulty of obtaining a spot of laud-the various impediments thrown in the way of
building-its progress-its opening-its subsequent enlargement-and
the concord of its attendants, will all be read with interest.
Those who, upon the onset of new undertakings, are on the look ont
for some special tokens of Divine favour, will be gratified with the
following extract : The day fixed for the opening of Grove Chapel was Tuesday, the 20th of July,
1819, and the preachers were the Rev. Robert Stodhart, the Rev. Joseph Irons, and
the Rev. Griffith Williams; the day was peculiarly marked with the divine presence,
and the collections were liberal. One circumstance made a deep impre'ssion upon
my mind, and still refreshes my spirit as I record it, inasmuch as it proves that there
is such a thing as the fellowship qf the Spirit in the household of faith. Some days
previous to the opening, I had been very earnest in prayer that the Lord would tix
my mind upon some suitable portion of his word as the basis of my first sermon in
his house; and as I was pacing the aisle of the then unfinished huilding"that precious
promise recorded in the ninth chapter 01 the First Book of Kings and the third verse
was powerfully impressed upon my mind, " Mine eyes and my heart shall be there
perpetually." I felt conscious it was the answer to prayer; and I turned directly
into one of the pews, where I studied my first sermon with peculiar Iiherty and
savour, and retired anticipating with confidence the fultilment of the promise. The
same day at even, a good man, one of my hearers, who is with us a living witness to
this day, passed by the sacred edifice as I stood near it, and thus he accosted me,
" Sir, I have been praying earnestly for the Lord's blessing upon that buildinO', and
the answer which I have received is, • Mine eyes and my heart shall be there p~rpet
ually.' /. The very singular coincidence of the same text being given in answer to his
prayer and to mine, greatly encouraged me, and confirmed my faith relative to future
pro perity, and. the event has proved that our highest expectations were far more
circumscribed than God's designs.
.
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ORIGINA.L POETRY.
POo.R IN SPIRIT, RICH IN FAITH, AND HEIRS OF THE
KINGDOM.
A SINNER poor, and vile, and base,
For thee I pant-reveal thy face,
And ease my throbbing breast;
Cast out by men, belpless, forlorn,
N e'er was there such a monster born;
I come to thee for rest.

To sin against thee grieves me sore,
Thou know'st I cannot help it more
Than draw my vital breath; .
Weary of earth and sin, my breast
Oft heaves a sigh t' obtain that rest
Beyond the Jordan, death.

No works nor goodness, I,ord, I have;
Thy grace, thy mercy free I crave;
Thou canst not me deny;
My soul I'll venture ou thy blood;
Tho' sink or swim, dear Christ of God,
Behold the leper lie.

Still, though I trembling cry Amen,
I'd wait my threescore years and tejl
Were it J ehovah's will,
In hope t' advance his praise below,
And more of his salvation know,
Till safe on Zion's hill.

Sufficient 'tis to cleanse from sin,
I know, I've felt its power within,
And shall, I trust, again;
But cannot live while guilt I feel,
A leper cleanse, my wounds, Lord, heal,
My plea is Jesus slain.

A heir of heaven, seaI'd here with blood;
I feel my standing firm and good
On Christ tb' eternal Rock;
The winds of trouble loud may roar,
I'm safe, and shall reach yonder shore,
Though men and devils mock.

Thy power to save I know full well,
For thou hast saved my soul from hell,
But this will not suffice;
I want thy power again made known,
To keep a wanderer near thy throne,
Till I to glory rise.

Come, dear inhabitants, with me,
Endure tbe cross, the crown there see,
And sing the victory's sure;
Tho' painful now, 'twill cease ere long,
Then, 0 how sweet will be our song,
Where sin is known no more.
G. T. CONGREVE.

Bedwortll, Warwickfllire.

SCRAPS FROM" A LITTLE ONE."
No.2.-nlssOLVING VIEWS.

[

DISSOLVING views! swect thought I for
this
My sonl is daily panting hcre,
Such heaven's great ceaseless sourcc of
bliss,
Dissolving views of Jesus there.
My soul! how oft while passing through
This vale, with sins or griefs opprest ;
Sudden, a dear dissolving view
Has made me sink on Jesu's breast.
There have I fold him all my pain,
And he has sweetly smiled, and said,

" No member ever looked in vain
For sympathy to me, his Head.
" Bone of my bone ye ever were,
Kept as the apple of mine eye;
Where'er thou sinkest, I am there,
However deep, I sWl am nigh."
Dissolved beneath a sense of this
My little heart can hold no more;
All I can do 'mid so much bliss,
Is to admire him and adore.

H. A. nOUUNEV, CiTY PRESS.
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