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"Who comforteth us ill 'Ill our tri1)ulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith wc otU'selvos 'Iro oomforted of God."-2 OOE. i. 4.

THE CHILD OF GOD'S BLISSFUL PROSPECT-THE
DELIVERANCE OUT OF ALL TRIBULATION.
READER, have you ever known anything of that peculiar sweetness
which sometimes follows a season of trial or anxiety, when the heart
has been oppressed, and the spirit, it may be, "exceedingly sorrowful,
even unto death?" The sweetness in question arises from some blessed
manifestation of the Lord, in which it hath pleased Him, probably
of a sudden, and most unexpectedly, to draw nigh and commune,
whispering one of His precious inquiries, "Why weepest thou?
Whom seekest thou?" and then quite as unexpectedly testifying,
"It is I, be not afraid." And the very suddenness and unexpected
nature of the manifestation proves so blessedly, beloved, the constancy
of Jesus, His ever-watc1ifttl eye, His never-failing interest and ttnalienable
love and care, His so specially and peculiarly" waiting to be gracious." And, oh, what a, so to speak, recompense it is for trouble.
These manifestations and renewed breakings-in of the Lord, assuring
.all is right and well, do so adjust and regulate the trials and troubles
we meet with on pilgrimage. They so confirm and establish the soul
in the conviction that He is still "leading by the right way, that we
may go to a city of habitation."
_
Jesus, thus drawing nigh, and His thus afresh manifesting Himself
to the souls of His troubled ones, brings out a blessed combination
and precious intermingling of sundry Scriptures which, in themselves
. considered, may appear to stand in opposition; for exampleG G
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hr SELF AND EXERCISE.
,. We that are in this tabernacle do
groan, being burdened" (2 001'. v. 4).

[Ang-,'3t 1,1866.

IN FAITH AND OONTEMPLATION.

"I reckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall
be revealed in us " (Rom. viii. 18).

" Though now for a season, if need
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations" (1 Pet. i. 6).

" That the trial of yam faith, being
much more precious than of gold that
pel'isheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and
honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. i. 7).

"Deep calleth unto deep at the
noise of Thy waterspouts: all Thy
waves and Thy billows are gone over
me" (Psalm xlii. 7).

" Yet, [oh that blessed yet!J the
Lord will command His lovingkind.
ness in the daytime, and in the night
His song shall be with me, and my
prayer lmto the God of my life"
(Psalm xlii. 8).

"Will the Lord cast off for ever?
and will He be favourable no more?
Is His mercy clean gone for ever?
Doth His promise fail for evermore?
Hath God forgotten to be gracious?
Hath He in :lllger shut up Ris tender
mercies?" (Psalm lxxvii. 7, 8, 9.)

" And I said, This is my infirmity:
but I will remember the years of the
right hand of the Most High. I will
remember the works of the Lord:
surely I will remember Thy wonders
or old. I willllleditate also of all Thy
work, and talk of Thy doings. Thy
way, 0 God, is in the sanctuary: who
is so great a God as om God? Thou
art the God that doest wonders:
Thou hast declared Thy strength
among the people" (Psalm lxxvii.

10-14).

J

"Oh that I knew where I might
"For the thing which I greatly
feared is come upon me, and that find Him! that I might come even to
which I was afraid of is come unto His seat! (Job xxiii. 6).
me. I was not in safety, neither had
I rest, neither was I quiet; yet
trouble came" (Job iii. 25, 26).
"Although affliction cometh not
forth of the dust, neither doth trouble
spring out of the ground; yet man is
born unto trouble, as the sparks fly
upward" (Job v. 6, 7).

":Behold, happy is the man whom
God correcteth: therefore despise not
thou the chastening of the Almighty.
For He maketh sore, and bindeth up :
He woundeth, and His hands make
whole. He shall deliver thee in six
troubles: yea, in seven there shall no
evil touch thee. In famine He shall
redeem thee from death: and in war
from the power of the sword. Thou
shalt be hid from the scourge of the
tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid
of destruction when it cometh" (Job

v.17-21).
"Is there any number of His
armies? and upon whom doth not His

"Thou shalt know also that thy
seed shall be great, and thine oft·,
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light arise? How then can man be
justified with God? or how cau he be
clean that is born of a woman? (Job
xxv. 3, 4).

spring as the grass of the earth.
. 'l'hou shalt come to thy grave in a
full age, like as a shock of corn
cometh in in his season" (Job v.
25,26).

"I am the man that bath seen
affliction by the rod of His wrath.
He hath led me, and brought me into
darkness, but not into light. Surely
against me is He turned; He turneth
His hand against me all the day. My
flesh and my skin hath He made old;
He hath broken my bones. He hath
builded against me, and compassed
me with gall and travel. He hath set
me in dark places, as they that be
dead of old. He hath hcdged me
about, that I cannot get out: He hath
made my chain heavy. Also when I
cry and shout, He shutteth out my
prayer" (Lam. iii. 1~S).

"Remembering mine affliction and
my misery, the wormwood and the
gall. My soul' hath them still in
remembrance, and is humbled in me.
This I recall to my mind, therefore
have I hope. It is of the Lord's
mercies that we are not consumed,
because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning: great
is Thy faithfulness. The Lord is my
portion, saith my soul; therefore will
I hope in Him. The Lord is good
unto them that wait for Him, to the
soul that seeketh Him. It is good
that a man should both hope and
quietly wait for the salvation of the
Lord" (Lam. iii. 19-26).

"And Thou hast removed my soul
far off from peace: I forgat prosperity. And I said, My strength and
my hope is perished from the Lord"
(Lam. ill. 17, IS).

" For the Lord will not cast off for
ever: but though He cause grief, yet
will He have compassion according to
the multitude of his mercies. For He
doth not affiict willingly nor grieve
the children of men" (Lam. ill.
31-33).

"I cried by reason of mine affiic·
tioll unto the Lord" (Jonah ii. 2).

"And He heard me" (Jonah ii. 2),

"Out of the belly of 'hell cried I"
(Jonah ii. 2).

"And Thou heardest my voice"
(Jonah ii. 2).

"I said, I am cast out of Thy sight"
"Yet I will look again toward Tby
(Jonah ii. 4).
holy temple" (Jonah ii. 4).
.
"I went down to the bottoms of
" Yet hast Thou brought llP my life
the mountains: the earth with her from corruption, 0 Lord my God"
.
bars was about me for ever" (Jonah (Jollah ii. 6).
ii. 6)

Thus, beloved, we might multiply Scriptures in proof that where
there is the malady there follows the remedy, that succour so soon
succeeds the sorrow, deHverance the danger. It is so-indeed it isin and through all the grand economy of salvation. Our God has
so wisely and so graciously set the one over against the other. These
are the sure ingredients and indispensable accompaniments of the life,
walk, and triumph of faith. They are inseparably connected with the
new and inner life-the life of God in the soul. They are problemsyea, the merest contradictory nonsense-to professors only, and those
who know nothing experimentally of the quickening power and
Divine teaching and leading of the Holy Ghost; nevertheless, they
G G
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constitute, in no small degree, "the secret of the Lord, which is with
them who fear Him, and to whom He will show His covenant; " and,
mark you, whilst all is for the humbling of the creature, and laying
him low in the dust of self-abasement, all, at the same time, tends to
the exalting and endearing of the Lord Jesus Ohrist in His Divine
Person and ever-glorious work.
Now, in illustration of what we have stated, in regard to the operations and triumphs of faith, we shall (as the Lord the Spirit may
enable) set before you, beloved, one passage or incident in the eventful career of the Psalmist. . In it you will see such a precious opening
out of that grand truth, that "when a man's ways please the Lord,
He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him," and you will
see, also, how good it is for the dear children of God to " sit still,"to be in a waiting posture with respect to all their trials and perplexities. It is so blessed when, their strength and wisdom failing,
they are brought to "fall down with none to help," and at their
most critical, but blessed of all junctures, to find that "the battle is
the Lord's," that "He shall fight for us, and we shall hold our
peace." With respect to all our conflicts, beloved, whether we know
it or not, it is for us to be "still and to know that He is God," that
"Hesaveth not with sword or spear," that our province and privilege are" to stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord."
You remember, reader, notwithstanding the marvellous deliverances wrought for Saul and his people by the hand of David, what
a determined enemy Saul became; jealousy-that dreadful, hellbegotten thing, jealousy-so wrought upon the King of Israel, after
David returned from the slaughter of the Philistines, and" when the
women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath
slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands," that "Saul was
very wrath, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have
ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but
thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom? And
Saul eyed David from that day and forward" (1 Sam. xvii. 8, 9).
What a proof is here given of the desperate wickedness of
the human heart. Such was the spirit which now took possession of Saul, that so far from recognizing the wondrous hand
of God in the deliverance of himself and his people, it would
seem as though he now beheld in the person of his deliverer, not
only a rival, but, as it were, a greater foe than all the combined
enemies with whom he had been waging so desperate and bloody a
warfare. His whole language and conduct bespoke vexation and
disappointment, and a kind of tacit acknowledgment that it would
have been better for his armies to have been worsted than himself
rivalled.
We entreat the reader to turn to the sacred record, and well to
consider the whole line of conduct pursued by Saul in respect to
David. Let the reader observe in what a variety of ways, and how
exceedingly treacherously, he conspired against him to take away his
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life. Failing to smite him himself, with the javelin which he .cast at
him from his own hand, Saul set David as captain over a thousand
men, and said so deceitfully, "Let not mine hand be upon him, but
let the hand of the Philistines be upon him."
Again Saul said, with respect to Michal his daughter, "I will give
him her, that she may be a snare to him, and that the hand of the
Philistines may be against him." In this matter, Saul again acted
a most base and treacherous part, thinking to cause David to fall
when fighting against his enemies. Foiled in this, and becoming
still more incensed against David, even after he had positively declared that he should not be slain, once again he sought to smite
him with his own hand, and then sent expressly to David's house for
him in order that he might slay him. Next, in his anger against
David's friend, the devoted J onathan, he sought to smite with a
javelin even his own son!
Oh, reader, of what is the human heart not capable, when left to
itself? How fraught with instruction are the facts to which we have
adverted i but there is even a more striking and soul-humbling consideration in regard to David himself, to which we may have oppor·
tunity presently to allude. vVe mean in regard to his conduct to
Uriah the Hittite. In sundry respects, how did his course, with
respect to him, assimilate to that of Saul in reference to himself. But meanwhile may we be taught by these facts not to
expect freedom from trial or vexation, because one particular somce
or cause of it may be removed. By natme we are all like Saul, and
are as liable to play a guilty part as he, should om pride be assailed,
or om own fleshly purposes crossed. Rely on it, beloved, that that
saying of our dear Lord and Master to His disciples as much applies
to ourselves as to them, "Ye know not what manner of spirit ye
are of."
Moreover, if not now, we shall, in the light of another and clearer
day, discover that om present trials and afflictions were wisely and
graciously laid upon us by a merciful God and Father, for the express purpose of subduing inclinations, and keeping in check propensities which otherwise might obtain the mastery of us, as they did in
both Saul and David's case. vVe may rest assmed, that it is not
without just cause we are afflicted. It is a wise and wholesome discipline which our Father exercises over us, and in order to prevent
that direful state of things of which we read, "J eshurun waxed fat
and kicked." Better any trial, or loss, or cross, than for the Lord to
say, "Ephraim is turned to idols, let kim alone."
Oh, our God, never, never say that of us, or of any of our readers,
we implore Thee!
Be it om language"But more the treacherous calrn I dread,
Than te'lnpests bursting o'er my head."

The incident in David's career, however, to which we promised to
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refer, was when, a second time, the Lord placed Saul, his enemy,
within his. power. The spirit which he displayed on both these
occasions is so truly Godlike and blessed. Upon the former, when
Saul was in pursuit of David, he came into the cave where he and
his men had sheltered themselves. "Saul went in to cover his feet."
The men of David, in consequence, said unto him, "Behold the day
of which the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy
into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem good
nnto thee." This saying of his men only so far influenced David as
to induce him to arise, and" cut off the skirt of Saul's robe privily."
He touched his garment, but not his person; but even for this we
read he felt rebuked. So exceedingly sensitive was he, and so tender
was his conscience, lest he should in the least wise overstep the
boundary of godly prudence and a filial fear, that we find" it came to
pass afterwards that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off
Saul's skirt. And he said unto his men, The Lord forbid that I should
do this thing unto my master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch forth
mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord. So
David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them not to
rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on
his way" (1 Sam. xxiv. 5-7). This subsequently afforded David
an opportunity of appealing to Saul, in the most fervent and forcible
way: "And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's
words, sayilig, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt? Behold, this day
thine eyes have seen how that the Lord had delivered thee to day
into mine hand in the cave: and some bade me kill thee: but mine
eye spared thee; and I said I will not put forth mine hand against
my lord; for he is the Lord's anointed. Moreover, my father, see,
yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the
skirt of thy robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that there
is neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I have not sinned
against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it. The Lord judge
between me and thee, and the Lord avenge me of thee: but minc
hand shall not be upon thee. As saith the proverb of the ancients,
Wickedness proceedeth from the wicked: but mine hand shall not be
upon thee. After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom
dost thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea. The Lord therefore be judge, andjudge between me and thee, and see, and plead my
cause, and deliver me out of thine hand" (1 Sam. xxiv.9-15).
Reader, what power there is in the simple honest language which
the Holy Ghost indites in a poor sinner's heart. How essentially
does it differ from the words of man; the latter only tends to
strengthen suspicion, and utterly fails in its efforts to convince or
persuade, the former (being the simple utterance of the heart touched
and softened and mellowed by the Holy Ghost) carries with it a
weight and a dignity and an influence perfectly irresistible. It is
emphatically the Lord doing His own work in and by His own dear
people. Now how evident was this power in regard to the effect of
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David's appeal upon the mind of Saul: "And it came to pass, when
David had made an end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul
said, Is this thy voice, my son David? And Saullifted up his voice,
and wept. And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I :
for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil.
And thou hast showed this day how that thou hast dealt well with
me: forasmuch as when the Lord had delivered me into thine hand,
thou killedst me not. For if a man find his enemy, will he let him
go well away? wherefore the Lord reward thee good for that thou
hast done unto me this day. And now, behold, I know well that
thou shalt surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be
established in thine hand. Swear now, therefore, unto me by the
Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and that thou wilt
not destroy my name out of my father's house. And David sware
unto Saul. And Saul went home: but David and his men gat them
up unto the hold" (1 Sam. xxiv. 16-22).
Reader, be it yours and ours, by grace divine, to experience and
enjoy more and more of this precious Gospel simplicity which so
marked the proceedings and language of the Psalmist under the
circumstances before us. How richly was manifested in his case~the
benefits and blessings of sanctified affliction and grace-bedewed
sorrow. Fail not to consider, moreover, how young David was at
this time; young in years, but old in grace; weak in the creature,
but" strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might."
But we pass on to consider the facts t.ouching Saul's renewed
efforts to overtake and destroy David. When again in pursuit of'
him, David discovered where Saul lay sleeping within the trench,
and his spear stuck in the ground at his bolster. Abishai, who was
with David, took for granted that God had purposely placed his
enemy within his power, and, therefore, urged David to permit him
to "smite him with the spear, even to the earth at once," saying, by
way of assurance of safety, " I will not smite him the second time."
But no, in further proof of what the fear of God can do, and does,
for its recipients, David rejects at once and decidedly the proposition.
He-and all in the present exercise of grace, in common with himwould not rid himself of an enemy, or be beforehand with the IJord
in His delivering mercy. He was content to abide the Lord's time
and the Lord's way. Hence Ditvid says, " Destroy him not, for who
can stretch forth his hand against the Lord's anointed, and be guiltless?" Then, with a timely and very blessed assurance of deliver~
ance at the Lord's own hand, he testifies, "As the Lord liveth, the
Lord shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall
descend into battle, and perish. The Lord forbid that I, should
stretch forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed: but, I pray
thee, take thou now the spear that is at his bolster, and the cruse of'
water, and let us go" (1 Sam. xxvi. 10, 11). Then, having taken the
spear, and the cruse of water from Saul's bolster, he subsequently
has another opportunity of appealing to Saul, in the most powerful
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way: "Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his servant? for
what have I done, or what evil is in mine hand? ,. 'if Now, therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth before the face of the Lord;
for the king of Israel is come out to seek a flea, as when one doth
hunt a partridge in the mountains" (1 Sam. xxvi. 18, 20).
Observe, then, reader, how the heart of Saul was touched by this
pathetic and most truthful appeal of David: "Then said Saul, I
have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no more do thee
harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold,
I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly" (1 Sam. xxvi.
21). A humiliating confession truly. ~'And David answered and
said, Behold, the king's spear! and let one of the young men come
over and fetch it. The Lord render to every man his righteousness
and his faithfulness: for the Lord delivered thee into my hand to
day, but I would not stretch forth mine hand against the Lord's
anointed. And, behold, as thy life was much set by this day in
mine eyes, so let my life be much set by in the eyes of the Lord, and
let him deliver me out of all tribulation" (1 Sam. xxvi. 22-24).
Dear reader, in this latter expression we consider is the climax
of blessedness in the depths and anguish of soul-trouble, arise from
what particular cause it m"ay, or let the details of trial and affliction
be whatsoever the Lord, in His wise appointments, would have them.
Oh, what a softened, mellowed spirit was David's at this time; how
genial, as well as how sweetly humbled. Feeling most keenly his
position, touched to the very heart's core by the sorrows he was
called to encounter, yet, at the same time, so meekened under them.
So sensible of his own personal weakness, so conscious of the complexity of his case, so decided in his conviction of man's utter inability to help; at the same time such a thorough knowledge that
"power belongeth unto God, and that His blessing is upon His
off.'3pring."
" Let Him deliver me out of all tribulation." Oh, ren,der, it was
a blessed saying; so full, so precious, so exn,ctly to the purpose. It
is the summing up-the very climn,x-of the power and the plen, of
faith. Let it be the Lord's will, the Lord's way, the Lord's work.
Let it not be of the creature in the least wise. Let the Lord have
the designing and the accomplishment of all. It was as though
David said, "I will leave myself and my case entirely in His hands.
I will make no effort whatever in the matter. He knows my condition. He comprehends every feature and phase of my case. ' My
adversaries are all in His sight.' He knows my motives; He sees
my wishes; He knows what has been uppermost in my heart, and
what the prevailing desire of my soul. 'All is nakedn,nd open unto
Him, the God witl;J. whom I have to do.' Hence I fall into His
hands; prostrate n,nd helpless in myself, I lie at His feet, for Him
to do with me what seemeth Him good. 'Let Him deliver me out
of all tribulation.' "
Reader, what sayest thou to this language? Is it thine, as well
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as David's? Oanst thou practically sympathize and make it thine
own? Probably thou hast trials-afflictions-sorrows; deep, keen,
touching to the last degree; penetrating to the very heart's core.
Oh, this loss, or that cross; this bereavement, or the other trial. So
sudden, it may be, and altogether unlooked for; coming in a way
and at a time when seemingly the least prepared for. Ah, not so in
reality, although apparently so according to present views and feelings; but how very different ,vill the whole appear ere long: when
the Lord speaks, and when the Lord a little clears the way, and
shines afresh upon thy path. Meanwhile, beloved, be thine eye and
thine heart up to David's Lord; and may thy lips be adopting
David's language, "Let Him deliver me out of all tribulation;" not
some merely-not simply the keener trials, or the greater troublesbut" aU tribulation." And, assuredly, beloved, the Lord will do so.
He "will deliver thee out of six troubles, and in seven no evil shall
befall thee." It will be with thee, reader, if thine eye and thine
heart are up unto the Lord, as Paul declared it should be with him;
"I was delivered," said he, " out of the mouth of the lion. And the
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me
unto His heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen" (2 Tim. iv. 17, 18).
And oh, beloved, what a deliverance will it be. " Out of all tribulation." What a wondrous change will that be, when we have been
called to encounter the last trial, to meet with the last temptation,
to grapple with the enemy for the last time, to haye heaved the last
sigh, shed the last tear, breathed the last prayer.
Reader, we deal not in theory merely, but in a living, vital,
blessed reality. We testify of a Gospel verity. What we say shall
assuredly come to pass.
"Let Him deliver me out of all tribulation."
Beloved, these precious words were brought to the mind by the
case of one with whom we are familiar. There had been the sleepless
hours-the midnight watching and wrestling, under pressure and
perplexity-the" although my house be not so with God," of which
the Psalmist speaks, and the many soul-sorrows which, coupled with
" the plague of the heart," that, in a combined sense, make up, day
by day, the" much tribulation through which we must enter the
kingdom;" when at length the much-wished-for sleep came to the
troubled one's relief. Mter some two or three homs sweet and
grateful repose, the eyes again opened; and, with the return to
consciousness there came the sweetest and most soothing calmness,
quietness, and perfect peace. It was a very heaTen in earnest and
foretaste. It was as though life's billows had ceased, and its tempests were o'er. It was as if the din of battle had died away, and
the conquered foe had.quitted the field. It ,yas in foreyiew the
peace and the quietude and the uninterrupted calm of the eternal
mom that had seemed in blessed reality to haye dawned upon the
soul. It was as though in very deed that at last had really come
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which had so long been merely a source of hopeful and grateful anticipation: "As for me, I shall behold Thy face in righteousness; I
shall be satisfied when I awake up in Thy likeness." They were
precious moments. It was a _memorable morning. With the first
waking thoughts came the words:
" There shall I see His face,
And neVB1', nevel' sin;
There from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in.
" There shall I see, and hear, and know,
All I desired or wished below;
And every power find sweet employ,
In that eternal world of joy.
" My flesh shall slumber in the ground,
Till the archangel's trmnp shall sound;
Then burst my bonds with sweet surprise,
And in my Saviour's image rise."

Reader, it was this precious faith's reverie that instrumentally
suggested the words, "Let Him deliver me out of all tribulation."
THE BDITOR.

St. Luke's, Beclminster, July 12, 1866.
MEDITATION

V.

llY A. TRIGGS.

Now pause, my soul, to muse and ponder o'er
These things, recorded by the Holy Ghost;
And heal' the mandate of the Alehim,
And see how it's transgress'd by the woman;
Also by Adam it was disobeyed,
For of the fruit he took, and it did eat,
And thus the everlasting cov'nant broke.*
And by one man sin enter'd in, we hear tAnd death, sin's offspring enter'd also:
'fhe curse entailed was on all mankind,
For all had sinned in the first Adam;
So judgment came on all, for "all have sinn'd;
And thus man made his condemnation just.
Ah, guilty man! he now himself doth hide,"
Even in the midst of trees-asham'd, afraid
To show himself thus, naked as he was;
For he had heard the ,oice of Alehim,
Who in the garden walk'd ill cool of day.
Adam, he trembles at the voice of God,
And shuns the presence of the glorious Lord,
With whom he had so :free convers'd before.
And why all this? it may be plainly ask'd.
Thc answer is, that man is now become
An enemy to God, and great way off ;
An alien from the life of God he is, •
Estrang'd from Him "with whom he once convers'd
And also dead in trespasses and sin.
'" Isaiah xxh-.

'I' Rom. v. 12.
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Who can the change explore, it is so great,
Or speak it out, in langu2"ge, to its extent?
No mortal can, nor yet angelic power.
It far exceeds all creature minds and thoughts;
They all do fail to grasp the mystery.
But known to God all mysteries are in full,
In all their heights, and depths, and breadths, and lengths;
And love eternal under all did lie,
And wisdom, grace, and truth were brought to light ;
Satan is nonpluss'd, his schemes made void;
Ohrist is proclaim'd, the seed, to bruise his head;
The second man, repairer of the breach
That sin had made, and to abolish death.
Jehovah unto Satan thus did say:
" OlU'sed above all cattle now thou art!
Upon thy belly thou shalt alway creep,
And dust for evermore shall be thy meat.
Between thee and the woman I have put
An enmity that shall for ever last;
And One shall come to be the woman's seed,
And He thy head shall bruise, but thou His heel."
Thus, then, my soul, two seeds are clear set forth;
No coalition can be made with them;
They stand distinct for evermore, the same
As life from death is ever separate.
In all these things, my soul, thou dost behold
The faithfulness and pleasure of the Lord;
That is, in making known His pmpose sure,
His covenant, His oath, and His secret will,
The which lay hid in His own heart and mind
Before the time that Adam sinn'd and fell.
And then He did the mystery great unfold
Ooncerning Ohrist and His body, the Ohurch;
And thus the glory opens in pure light.
The glory of Jehovah-Alehim,
FOl' the salvation of the Ohurch from sin;
When Ohrist Emanu'l for their sins should die;
All the perfections of the Godhead meet
And harmonize, and all be glorified.
This was the plan and covenant most sure,
Before the world was made, or Adam fell.
o great, mysterious love·acts of the ThreeThe Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit;
J ehovah.Alehim th' eternal God.
o fathomless abyss! 0 sacred deep! .
My soul, now sit, and ponder well these thingsHowever sinful by old Adam's act,
And in transgressions deep by him are sunk,
Under the law, defiI'd, and dead in sin,
Yea, great way off from God, in enmity,
Oast out into the open field, the world,
Rolling in blood, and in pollution too,
No human heart or eye to pity thee.
The covenant of works is now transgress'd,
And man is separate from God by sin.
But oh, the depth of love, mercy, and grace!
The Ohurch in Jesus Christ were all preserv'd;
And all to be redeem'd and justified,
And be presented, faultless, with great joy.
/
./

/
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
LThTKS.
" Nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain work fot· the chapiters which were
upon the top of the pillars."-1 KINGS vii. 17.

BELOVED, our God is a God of order, and not of confusion, as some make
Him to be ; therefore, in the builcling of the temple, everything must have
an appointed place. The chapiters of the pillars (that is, the capitals of
the pillars) were to be made of molten brass, and nets of checker work
and wreaths of chainwork curiously m:ought were to run rounel them.
But is it not so' in God's spiritual temple? Order and perfect arrangement
are manifested there; let us then ask Him for spiritual discernment, that,
as in the building of the temple, "the 'l\ord of the Lord came to Solomon,"
so now the unfolding of that word may come to us, that we may with the
eye of faith discern "nets of checker work and wreaths of chain work"
around the chapiters of God's spiritual temple. And notice, beloved,
1. GOD'S PROYIDEXTLI..L DK'l.LINGS WITH HIS PEOPLE.

" },Tets of checker work."

His dealings with us may be well comparecl to nets of checker work:
cmiously does He seem to lead us-intricate ofttimes to us, intelligent
always to Him. We know of nothing more delightful to the Christian
than to look back and trace the interlayings and interleaclings of God's
providence concerning him; it must ever bring us to feel He is indeed
the faithful Promiser, the unchangeable Friend, the great Architect.
Let us draw yom attention to a remarkable case of the perfection of
God's checker work in His dealings with His saints. It may remind you,
reader, of the marvellous way in "hich the Lord has led you.
The apostle Paul, in the COlU'Se of his spiritual career, cometh to Jerusalem; there, with a heart full of gratitude and love to the Saviour, hc
preaches the resurrection of Christ, 'l\hich so stirred up .the enmity of the
Sadducees and Pharisees, that" "hen there arose a great dissension, the
chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been torn to pieces, had him
taken by force and brought to the castle. Now, while in the castle on
the night following, the Lord stood by him and said, Be of good e11eer,
Paul, for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness ((Iso at Rome." Now, here was the declaration of God; let us see how
He brought about its fulfilment. The very first thing that occurred
seemed, according to human calculation, SlU'e to overthrow it, for certain
Jews banded together, and bOlllld themselves under a curse that they
would neither eat nor drink till the\ had killed Paul. But there was a
little hidden link seen of God, yea ;'aised by Him to bring to nought the
determination of this evil COllllCil, for when Paul's sister's son heard of
their lying in wait, he went and entered into the castle and told Paul.
Paul immediately called one of the centurions and bid him take the young
man before the chief captain. The yOllllg man tells his tale to the chief
captain. Claudius Lysias uses his influence on Paul's behalf, causing
to be made ready hundreds of soldiers to escort Paul to Cesarea, proving
that God can make the loftiest as "ell as the lowliest an instrument to
serve Him. But was the "net work" completed? Oh! no. It is slow
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work often; Paul was not going in a hurry to Rome; the weaving must
be checkered, mesh upon mesh. So Claudius sends Paul to Felix; Felix
retains him for some days, till at last, in the midst of a vast concourse in
the judgment hall, the faithful apostle so preaches Christ, that as he
reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and Judgment to come, "Felix
trembled;" but Felix's trembling is only the fear of one who believes in
his judgment, but acts the very contrary. With the treachery of a traitor
he often came to Paul to commune with him, but it was only to try to
extort money from him. So two years roll away, and Paul appears to' be
no nearer Rome. Is the checker work a faihue? No; there is some
harder weaving yet. From Felix he is transferred to Festus, from Festus
to King Agrippa, before whom he boldly honoms the name of Jesus of
Nazareth, telling of his conversion and commission, until Agrippa declares,
" Almost thou persuadest me to be a Cluistian," and bringing that great
king to acknowledge, "This man doeth nothing worthy of death or
bonds." Then follows a ciJ..cmllstance which seems to threaten to bring
the checker work to an end without fulfilli1ig its pmpose-namely, his
memorable shipwreck on his way to Italy. What an extremity is that,
himself acknowledging that "all hope that we should be saved was taken
away." How then about the preaching at Rome? Let faith be patient.
It was a fearful tempest. " But the centmion, willing to save Paul, kept
the soldiers from killing the prisoners, and commanded that they which
could swim should cast themselves first into the sea and get to land,
and the rest, some on boards and some on broken pieces of the ship.
And so it came to Imss that they escaped all safe to land." Upon
the top of the waves then is Paul driven on to an island called
Melita, another stepping-stone nearer Rome. After three months he
sailed to Syracuse, from thence fetched a compass, and came to Rhegium,
then to Puteoli, where he found brethren. From thence at last he
came to Rome. "And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired
house, and received all that came in unto him, preaching the kingdom of
God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus, with all
confidence, no man forbidding him" (Acts xxviii. 30, 31). Thus, though
there had been by the way sighing and singing, fears and hopes, shuttings
up and openings, tempest and sunshine, tossings and triumphs, the
declaration of God was fulfilled, "Thou shctlt bear witness also at Rome."
He proved Himself true.- Now, beloved, when we are downcast,and
think that the Lord has forgotten to be gracious, let us think of this
striking instance of His faithfulness. Oh! let us never lose sight of the
checker work around the chapiters of the pillars in His temple.
And now we draw yom attention to

n. GOD'S SPIRITUAL DEALINGS WITH HIS PEOPLE.
" Wreaths of chain work."

The small steel chain which winds round the fusee of a watch is about
eight inches in length, and contains upwards of five hundred links rivetted
together. It is not thicker than a horse hair, and the separate links can
but just be perceived with the naked eye. Much more Il'erfect }s the
golden chain of God's grace; the links, though innumerable, are adjusted
with a master hand; it is complete in action; no fear of its ever being
clogged with the dust of time; it is a perfect wreath of chain work. We
can only venture at this season to name a few of the most prominent

406

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

[August 1,1866.

" LINKS" of this g'olden chain. Links which we might divide into two
sorts, calling the first Doctrinal Links, the second Experimental Links.
1. DOCTRHUL LINKS.
And foremost in these in the wreath of chain work around the chapiters
of the pillars in God's Holy Temple, the Ohristian will not fail to cliscern(1) THE TRINITY.
This may well be called the starting link, and sadly perverted by the
father of lies must that man be "IIho does not see the doctrine of the
Trinity numing through the length of Scriptme from Genesis to Revelation.
"There are tlll'ee that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 'Vord,
and the Holy Ghost, and these three are one." And then again,
How beautifully does the Trinity come out in the baptism of our deal'
Redeemer. "And Jesus, when He ~Tas baptized, went up straightwayout
of the water: and, 10, the heavens "118re opened unto Him, and He saw the
Spirit of God descencling like a doYe, and lighting upon Him, and 10 a
voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased" (Matt. iii. 16, 17). Here "lie have (1) God the Father in the
voice from heaven; (2) God the Son: "This is my beloved Son;" (3)
God the Holy Ghost: "The Spirit of God descending like a dove." And
if we may vent1u'e beyond God's ,Yord, "lie must say "lie have never met
with language concerning the Trinity to smpass the grand expoeition
given us in the so-called Oreed of St. Athanasius, in "The Book of
Oommon Prayer." There it is laid down scripturally that there can be
no true worship rendered to God without regard to the Trinity in Unity
and Unity in Trinity, and that while the Persons should not be confounded,
yet that Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are alike coequal, coeternal, uncreate, incomprehensible, and almighty, yet shall we acknowledge every
Person by Himself to be God and Lord. The Father made of none,
neither created nor begotten, the Son of the Father, not made or created,
but begotten, the Holy Ghost of the Father and of the Son, not created
or begotten, but proceeding; and then is expolmded the incarnation (the
act of assuming body) of om Lord Jesus Oluist, his suffering, descension,
and ascension, concluding by ascribing glory to the Eternal Tlu'ee, in the
beginning, now, ancl ever, world without end. Amen (so it is). Oh!
beloved, may it be ours truly to worship .
" A triune God, distinct in person, yet
In essence one Incomprehensible."
Now, this, then, we conceive to be the starting link in the chain work
around the chapiters of the pillars in God's spiritual temple. We notice
another-namely,
(2) THE ATONEMENT.
" Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for om sins."
Ah! reader, what should we do without" The Atonement ?" Of what
use would' an "Ecce Homo!" Olu·ist be to us in a dying hour, or in the
day of judgment? Expiation for om sins by God the Son constitutes our
stronghold; but for this we must be eternally lost. Now, a typical sacrifice by blood was what Oain, in the darkness of unregeneracy, could not
understand; therefore he brought to God of "the fruit of the ground ;n
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but his younger brother Abel, discerning by faith that in the command
of God there was the shadowing' forth of a vicarious sacrifice, in humble
obedience presents a firstling of the flock. And the Lord had respect
unto Abel and his offering, but unto Oain and to his offering He had not
respect. Ages after, the idea of a vicarious sacrifice was to the Jew a
scandal, and to the Greeks foolishness. But when J olm the Baptist said,
Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world, he
bid the people behold the person of Him to whom all the bleeding victims
in the Jewish sacrifices pointed, the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world, who, when He said upon the accursed tree "It is finished,"
made for His people an end of sin, bringing in an everlasting righteousness, in which they should appear before God, thus by His one offering
of Himself, perfecting for ever them that are sanctified. But it may be
said by the reader, "I know all this, I know that Ohrist died for His
people, and that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of
sins; but the matter I want settled is, did He die for me, has He remitted
my sins?" Dear inquirer, we. only ask you one question: Has the felt
bmden of yom sins sent you to the footstool of divine mercy with the
earnest cry, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner," and have you gone there,
loathing yourself on account of sin, with the belief that nothing but the
atonement of Ohrist will meet your case? It is enough, we ask no more.
The more advanced Ohristian has no other hope, and on a dying bed the
ripened saint can put up no other plea than "God, be merciful to me, g
sinner. "
" None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good."
And, as this is the somce of comfort and hope now, so will it constitute
the song of joy hereafter. In heaven we shall sing of the atonement, for
St. John,' in his vision on the Isle of Patmos, saw the elders around the
throne fall down before the Lamb, having everyone of them golden
harps, and they sung a new song, and this was the theme of it: "Thou
art worthy to take the Book and to open the seals thereof, for Thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood" (Rev. v. 9). Then we will
glory in "redemption by blood." "Ve will shout with grateful praise,
" In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness ofsins,
according to the riches of His grace." We will look at the atonement as
one of the precious links of the chain work which runs round the chapiters
of the pillars of our God's temple not made with hands, and will sing
with a dear departed saint, now one amidst the glorious company above,
" Here then my soul shall rest,
" Thy efficacious blood,
With Jesus' blood applied,
By power divine applied,
Makes perfect all the Church of God, I'm ever perfect, ever blest,
And ever satisfied,"
All that are sanctified.
And now, beloved, we will look up again and note another link worked
into God's chain-namely,
(3)

ELECTING LOVE.

" But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren,
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth"
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(2 Thess. ii. 13). But to thosa who stumble at this preciou& doctrine
we would say, It has long strtlCk us thus. It is not whether by our
natural reason we think Election is so or is not so 'j it is, what saith the
Word of God concerning it? Our position, as finite beings, is to bow
before that, even though to our poor judgments there may be some things
therein "hard to be understood." To the point, then. Is it in God's
Viord? A volume might be written to show that it is. We must content
ourselves with a reference to a few passages. For instance, the apostle
Paul rejoices to think that the Thessalonian saints" know their election
of God" (1 Thess. i. 4). But it may be said he was but mortal, and
might err. Allowing this, although we do not believe it, because inspired
by God, we have om' Lord himself declaring, "I speak not of you all, I
know whom I have chosen" (John xiii. 18). And again: "Ye have not
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you that ye should go
and bring forth fruit" (John xv. 16). But then it might be, and is,
said, Yes, when a man is converted by God's grace he may be said to be
one of God's chosen, because he ranks on His side. To this evasion we
reply, "Well, but Scripture declares, "According as He hath chosen us in
Him, before the foundation of the zcorld, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love." But the subject is so copious, and the
Scriptures so full of it, that we are satisfied that its rejection arises from a
wilful opposition to God's plan of salvation. Yet, though this be so, there
may be many Christians weak in faith that are deeply exercised about this
doctrine. To such we would say affectionately, Was not your being called
by divine grace personal? is not your justification before God personal ?
will not your glorification be personal? must not then your election of God
be personal? and, if personal, was it your love to God or His love to you
brought it about? You say the former. What, then, is this but electing
love'1 Can you date your discernment of Christ as your Saviour, when
He met with you by the way, and melted you down before Him, to anything else than" electing love?" and did you not, when the new way of
grace opened before you, did you not hear the Lord saying, "Go thy
way, he is a chosen vessel unto Me?" But then there are others who say,
Yes, we know and believe all this; but is it not policy to keep this
doctrine in the background? We reply: Yes, it is the policy of Satan.
vVe once had it put to us by a dissenting minister in this way: "We
believe all you say about the doctrine of Election, but we do not see any
authority in Scripture to bring it prominently before the people." Now,
in common life we say if a thing is worth doing it is worth doing well,
and we might apply the same rule to a doctrine of the Bible. If it is
worth using', it is worth using well. But we go further than this, and
assert om' conviction, drawn from many years' experience, that the only
firm ground of consolation is in "electing love." The members of the
Church of England who are true to her, and not traitors, must believe
this too; for in her Seventeenth Article it is distinctly and scripturally
laid down-" Predestination to life is the everlasting purpose of God
whereby (before the fOlUldations of the world were laid) He hath constantly decreed by his counsel secret to us to deliver from curse and
damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ out of mankind to bring
them by Christ to everlasting salvation as vessels made to honour." And
again: "That our election in Christ is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and such as feel in themselves the
working of the Spirit of Christ." vVe say, then, beloved, pray let the
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Ohurch, of Ohrist have the comfort. Why withhold it if it be so pleasant?
We are sure every lively believer chosen in Ohrist will sing,
" Salvation revealed just suiting my case,
Oomplete in its nature, eternal in date;
Election, redemption, and glory I sing,
The purpose, the gift, and the work of my King."
And then another link in the chain, rivetted to electing love, and
springing from the atonement of Ohrist, is(4) JUSTIFICATION.
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Ohrist
Jesus." Then there was condemnation previously? Yes, sin hath
entered into the world, and death by sin; so that death hath passed upon
all men because all have sinned. It must follow, then, that a state of
unregeneracy is a state of condemnation. How, then, can we be freed
from the results of sin? That man cannot free himself from the consequences of sin Job fully establishes. "How," he asks} "should man be just
with God? If he will contend with Him he cannot answer Him one of
a thousand..... If I justify myself, mine own mouth shall condemn me;
if I say I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse" (Job ix. 1,2,20).
"How then can man be justified with God, or how can he be clean that
is born of woman?" The apostle Paul gives the only answer that can
be given to this inquiry: "Being justified freely by His grace through the
redemption which is in Ohrist Jesus." This drives us at once to Jesus;
this brings one to feel that the justification of a sinner in the sight of God
is an act of rich and free grace, that the righteousness of Ohrist is placed
to the sinner's account, and his guilt transferred to the person of Ohrist.
Then, say some, in their ignorance, the sinner thus justified may just live
as he list; but the justified one does not say so; none so tender on this
point as the one who is made free from the bondage of sin, and none so
desirous of living a holy life. And this will bring us to another link in
God's chain very closely welded to the one just alluded to-namely,

(5) SA.l,,"CTIFICATION.
"For know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for Himself."
And this is just what sanctification is-a "setting apart." " What
agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the
living God, as God hath said, I will dwell in them and walk in them, and
I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord." And the sanctification of the elect people of God is according to the will of their covenant
God, "by the which will," saith the apostle Paul, "we are sanctified."
And then it is the work of Ohrist; for he adds, "through the offering of
Ohrist once for all." And it is through the Spirit; for elsewhere the
same apostle declares that we are chosen unto salvation" through sanctification of the Spirit." Now, a sanctification that is thus the work of the
Eternal Three we may fully depend on; it will not lead merely to a
cleaning of the outside of the cup and platter, but to a conquering and
crucifixion of the old vile nature; so that we may engrave upon these two
important links of our spiritual chain work-" JustificationY If Ohrist
stand for us we cannot be condemned. "Sanctification." If Ohrist dwell
in us we cannot love sin, but shall delight in spirituality and holiness, as
HH
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making us meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the saints in light.
Thus much must suffice for the doctrinal links. We must come now to
name a few
2. EXPERIMENTAL LINKS.

In the "wreath of chain work."
For, if all the previous doctrines of the Bible were locked up as in a
repository, of what use would they be to poor fallen man? But no j they
are to be experienced by all those who love the Lord Jesus Ohrist in
sincerity and in truth. The link, then, we would now mention is(1.) DITIKE CALLING.
" It pleased God, 1011,0 separated me from my mother's womb, and CALLED ME
by his grace, to reveal His Son in me."-GAL. i. 15, 16.
Here, then, is Scripture authority for this holy calling; and that it is
something more than an out,,"ard call is seen from the statement, "to
.reveal His Son in me." Now, beloved, if you have experienced the power
of God's grace in the heart, you have realised this divine call. You may
not be able to point to the day when it occurred, or to the spot where the
voice was heard. It may not have been ,,"ith a voice of thunder that the
Lord spoke, but in a still small whisper. Be this as it may, you can now
say, "Whereas I was blind, now I see," and this is sufficient to assure
you that you have ·been called out of nature's darkness into marvellous
light. I must draw .your attention to this fact, for your comfort, that
such "calling" is' a link which is welded into two others-namely,
"God's decree" on the one side, and "Jesus' righteousness" on the
other, the three coupled on to "glory;" for mark the words: "Moreover,
whom He did predestinate ( God's decree), them He also called (divine calling),
'and whom He called, them He also justified (Cht'ist's righteousness), and
whom He justified, them He also glorified" (eternal glory). Now, beloved,
how can your soul be lost? Impossible. It is as secure as the Trinity
can make it. All His people m:e safe in Ohrist.
"He owns them heirs of glory and of God,
Gives them a seat at His right hand above,
To drink "full draughts of everlasting love."
And then another link is(2.) FAITH.
We believe great mistakes are made in these lattel; days about Faith.
You are now told to "only beZieve," and then on the spot, that very
moment, you are saved, as if believing were a voluntary act on the part
of the creature. Such a faith stands "in the wisdom of men, and not in the
power of God,"-a most important distinction,-the former exciting the
feelings and leaving the heart unchanged, the latter producing a vitality
which no power can destroy. But it might be said, did not Jesus say,
" only believe ?" He did most certainly tell J airus, the ruler of the
Synagogue, to "be not afraid, but only believe" that He could raise his
little daughter from the sleep of death, J airus having already exhibited
faith in Him, by coming to Him and exclaiming, "I pray thee come and
lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed, and she shall live j" as if
Jesus would say, "Let not the faith already manifested in thee waver, be not
afraid, only believe" (~Iark v. 36). But some may say, Do we not read,
," Believe in the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and thou shalt be saved?" Oertainly.
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Precious words. Let us give you the spiritual key to that passage, by
quoting another: "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Ohrist is born
of God." Birth first, believing afterwards. In no other way can we
nnderstand it. 'rhus is true faith a fruit of the Spirit, the result of
regeneration. But it may be asked·, How may I know whether I possess
this real faith? Why, beloved, just by this sign: The faith which is
after "the wisdom of men" will manifest itself in presumptuous action;
it will say to a weak believer, Oh! you should never have any doubts
and fears, while "like precious faith" will exhibit itself in godly sorrow
on account of sin, in tremblings, and meekness, and lowliness, and with
a felt sense of complete unworthiness. Such faith isH

God the Father's gift, Christ is its strength,
And all its acts are by the Holy Ghost."

And the last precious link we must mention is-

~

(1) PRAYER.
Beloved, you that are engaged deeply in life's activity, scarcely gaining
in these days of business an hour during the day to call your own, overwhelmed with care, what would you do but for that darting upwards of
a cry to God that links you to a throne of grace? Or you may be among
the poor in this life, not able in public to open your lips in prayer; yet
there is a secret drawing to the throne of God above words, and even
ofttimes without words. At all events, only broken utterances, as the
tears flow fast. Oh, how you feel at such seasons lifted up in soul, and
that there is an inward linking of your heart to Jesus, sweet to realize and
enjoy. ,Vhen this is felt you know the truth of the words,
"Prayer ..makes the darkened cloud withdraw,
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw,
Gives exercise to faith and love,
Brings every blessing from above."
And now, in conclusion, let us note
THE END OF THE CHAIN.

Glorijica#on.
"Whom He justified them He also glorified." There is a precious
little word-I should like your minds, beloved, to be fixed upon it; it is
the word" earnest." God who alSo hath given us the" earnest of the
Spirit:" Now the earnest of anything is a guarantee that the thing shall
be most certainly given. Now, then, have we received 1'ulempt£on? It is
the guarantee of a certain reception at the right hand of the Father. Are
we in some little measure enjoying union with Ch.rist? It is the guarantee
of perpetual oneness with the family of God above. Are we holding
fellowship with Jesus? It is the guarantee of a fruition of bliss in His presence. Have we realized ,qrace? It is the guarantee of a joy unspeakable and full of glory. Have we "like precious faith," e'en thoug4
feeble? It is a guarantee that we shaH see Jesus face to face, without a
veil between. Have we hope, with a desire that it might be strengthened?
It is a guarantee that the soul will anchor finally upon the bosom of
eternal rest; for the wreath of chain work around the chapiters upon the
top of the pillars of God's temple terminates in eternal glory.
.
And now, beloved, we have already occupied more space than we could
HR
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reasonably expect to be allowed, and yet have only named a few of the
most prominent links in this glorious chain work; we must leave you to
fill up in thought many more, the preciousness of whiqh you have doubtless enjoyed in your own souls. Soon shall we look back upon the
perfection of life's "checker work" with mingled feelings of joy and
amazement, exclaiming, "He hath done all things well i" and then, when
the last link brings us into His glorious presence, what a sight it will be
to behold that temple above not made with hands eternal in the heavens,
and to mix with the holy, happy company of those who have their Father's
name written upon their foreheads.
Bury St. Edmunds.
G. C.
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The preacher sought to find out acceptable word.,"-Ecc!. xii. 10.

THE DEAN OF GLOUCESTER UPO THE POWER AND
PRECIOUSNESS OF THE BIBLE.

IN addressing them that evening the Dean said his difficulty lay not in the
paucity of topics, but in their largeness and variety. What, then, should
,be the key-note which he should strike in that assembly? The authority
-the divine authority-the supremacy-the divine supremacy of THE
BIBLE! It was an indisputable fact, and deeply did he deplore it, that in
our day men of position, men of learning, men of talent, had assailed that
blessed book, had denied its inspiration, had questioned its correctness,
had impugned its cardinal and fundamental doctrines. But the obj ections
contained nothing new i they were simply the reproductions of those of
the sceptics of former times, which as often had been rebutted by men of
piety, learning, and research. He would quote, in effect, the words of
one, whose silver-tongued eloquence, however, he could not hope to rival:
- " Should you not be greatly gratified, persuaded, thankful, if you could
have access to a man of undoubted learning and knowledge, one who cannot err, who cannot be deceived, who cannot deceive, and if you might,
in the fullest reverence for his knowledge and authority, address to him
the question, What is your estimate of God's word?"
,
Now, my friends, such an one we have i to such an one we ,may refer
the question. Doubtless your quick minds outstrip my words, and you
know at once that I allude to the God-man who trod this earth, who has
talked in our midst, in whom there dwelleth all the fulness, all the treasures of wisdom. To Him we ever have access. From His own lips have
you heard His estimate of our Bible. He knew it well-He had studied
it much-He had it in His heart-He loved it and revered it-He incessantly quoted it-He referred to it again and agai~ as a familiar and infallible authority. You know His hour of trial and temptation. How
did He meet the tempter? He brings out the Bible. It is written-and
the tempter flees before Him. Foolish, silly, and ungodly men may deride,
but devils quailed before it. The Saviour commences His public work.
How does He commence it? By opening the Bible, and taking His text
from it. You know that eminent discourse of His, the sermon on the
~mount. ".r am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. Heaven and earth
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shftll pass away, but not one jot or one tittle of this word shall fail."
,Vhen He exhorts, what is His exhortation? "Search the Scriptures."
,¥hen He rebukes, what is His rebuke? "Ye do err, not knowing the
Scriptures." vVhen He would establish some of the most profound truths,
how does He do it? By referring to words written in the Pentateuch.
Thus it is, for instance, that He establishes the resurrection of the dead.
You can scarce open a single page of the historic record wherein you will
not find the blessed Jesus quoting the Bible, referring to the Bible,
answering and silencing questions by reference to the Bible. Witness
Him on the evening before His crucifixion, uniting with His disciples in
singing three or four of the Psalms of David. In the garden, how did He
calm His own mind and the minds of those around Him? By referring
to the Bible-H These things must so occur; the Scriptures must be fulfilled! " And on the cross, does He not die with the words of the Bible
upon His lips? When He rises from the dead, a great change has passed
over Him-but no change in His love and reverence for the Bible. Beginning at Moses and the prophets, He expounds Messianic passages, and
opens His disciples' understandings that they may understand the Bible.
Thus, my friends, our blessed Lord, to whose authority we bow-thus
He quoted the Bible. And now, we must give up the authority of our
Lord before we can give up the authority of the Bible. We must hurl
our blessed Lord from His supremacy as Head over all things in His
Church, before we can surrender the supremacy of the Bible. We must
deny the Incarnate Word before we deny the written Word. He knew
that it had become an occasion of l'eproach to love the Bible; but he
trusted that each one would glory in that book, and, in bearing the sarcastic name of Bibliolatrist, would glory in following the example of Him
who sat us an example that we might follow in His footsteps. So, my
dear friends, rally more and more round that Bible, and more and more.
round this blessed society, whose object is to send it far and wide. And
may we never cease our efforts till all the sons of Adam, till all that are
woman-born, shall be able to say"Holy Bible! book divine!
Precious treasure, thou art mine!"
THE LUNATIC RESTORED.
THE following particulars, says the Columbian Star, are communicated by
a friend, who received the information immediately from one of the bre·
thren who attended the prayer meeting.
The daughter of a very eminent Christian, and a deacon of the Baptist
church at Birmingham, married a respectable merchant of the city of
Bristol, and at a subsequent period (such was the will of Providence), by
one sudden and unexpected loss at sea, he was nearly ruined. This news
gave such a shock to his amiable companion, that she was rendered altogether insane, and that to such a degree, that it was necessary to confine
her, in order to prevent her from doing herself and others harm. Her
distressed situation as immediately communicated by a letter to her
father, who, on receiving it, like one of old, "conferred not with flesh and
blood," but presented the case before his Heavenly Father; and in the
evening gathered together at his house many of his brethren in the
church, for the purpose of pleading with God in her behalf. It was a .
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season of solemn and united supplication to the Lord. He answered
prayer; for a few days afterwards a letter was received by her fathe.1',
informing him that on such an hour her reason retUl~ned, she sat up m
bed, her bands of confinement were removed, and she was, as it were, in
an instant, restored to her usual health. That evening and that hour of
restoration, were the same evening and the same hmlr when many were
gathered together and prayer was made unto God for her.
SATAN THE GREAT DEOEIVER Ai~D DESTROYER OF SOULS.
"IN the early part of my ministry," said the Rev. Mr. T. East, of Birmingham, "a woman was in the habit of attending the place of worship
in which I preached, who occupied a seat on the stairs, and who was
very tenacious of her sitting, not allowing any other person to occupy it.
She was observed by her friends, who sought occasion to converse with
her on the important subject of religion; but she was very shy and
evasive. All they could extract from her was this appalling reply: "Oh,
I shall only want five minutes' time when I am dying to cry for mercy,
and I have no doubt God Almighty will give it me." It was in vain to
remonstrate with the woman, this was always her reply. Time passed
on. One day I was walking down the street, when a young ~'oman ran
up to me in a state of great agitation and excitement, exclaiming, " Oh,
Mr. East, I have found you. Do come to my mother, sir. Oome this
minute, sir; she is dying-dying!" I hastened with her to the house,
and was astonished to find in the dying sufferer the poor unhappy
woman whe had attended my place of worship. She was evidentlyexpiring; but, turning her dying eyes towards me, she cried out, 'Oh, Mr.
East, I am damned! I am damned!' and expired."-Extract from ".A.
Precious Sav1'our," by H. Je~nings, F.R.S.L.
SAYINGS OF OHRIST.
Mark xii. 29.-Hear, 0 Israel; The Lord our God is one
Lord.
John ·xiv. '28.-My Father is greater than I.
GREATNESS
John v. 30.-I can of mine o,,"n self do nothing.
POWER ..
KNOWLEDGE. Mark xiii. 32.-But of that day and that hour knoweth
no man . . . neither the Son, but tIle Father.
GOODNESS. . Mark x. 18.-Why callest thou me good; there is none
good but one, that is God.
Matt. xx. 23.-To sit on my right hand, and on my left, is
DOMINION.
not m1'ne to give, but it shall be given to them for whom
it is prepared of my Father.
John vii. 16.-My doctrine is not mine, but pis that
DOOTRINE
sent me.
. John xiv. 24.-The word which ye hear is not mine, but
WORD ..
the pather's which sent me.
WILL . . • . . Luke xxii. 42.-Father . . . not my will, but thine be
done.
Men of God, disciples of Jesus Ohrist, these sayings are not my sayings.
When you are alone, quietly meditate. Be faithful! What is your conclu.eion?
S. H.

ONENESS ..
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BY THE LATE REV. GEORGE D. DOUDNEY.

EVIDENOES OF THE DIVINE LIFE.
" Ne' er had I known the guilt of sin,
Nor sweets of pard'ning love,
Unless my worthless name had been
EnrolI'd to life above."

:..

A DEEP, spiritual sense of the guilt of sin-the exceeding sinfulness of sinand its attendant sorrow, terror, and dismay, until the atonement is
sweetly brought home by the Holy Oomforter and sealed upon the soul,
is as true and real a fruit of divine life as is that precious heart-dissolving
consolation which flows into the soul when pardoning love speaks peace
within. It is easy for the child of God to realize that joy and peace in
believing are true evidences that he is a partaker of the great promise of
eternal life, and therefore of the divine nature, which flows in this only
fountain of spiritual life and blessedness, even in Ohrist, who is our life.
But it is not easy for the little one in the Lord's family to realize, as a
proof of his new creatureship, that other branch of evidence, which is as
absolutely inseparable from life divine as the joy and peace he so ardently
covets-namely, a deeply felt sense of sin, guilt, and condemnation in the
conscience.
I have, in a previous series of lectures-those upon "the Man of
Sorrows" - endeavoured to prove that it is 'impossible for a man to
br-come, manifestly, a living member of the mystical body ofOhrist,
without, in his measure, becoming also a feelingly sensible partaker of
those sufferings of His which arose out of the constant contact with sin
to which He was exposed while surrounded by His poor sinful followers,
during His sojourn upon earth. It must be so while the" new man," in
every spiritually-rene"l\ed child of God, lives in constant contact with the
indwelling sin and corruption "l\hich, like a canker-worm, lies at the root
of his present being, ever producing self-abhorrence and penitential grief
before God. The child of God is thus, during his time journey, because
a partaker of Ohrist's divine nature, conformed to the image of God's dear
Son. I see so much importance in a right apprehension of these things,
that I cannot be content to pass them over lightly. I would not be among
those who heal the wounds of Zion's daughters slightly. Rather let UB
probe to the bottom of the corrupt mass, and show the reason it has
become an open wound, and not remained a concealed disease, which, if
left'undisturbed, would rankle to eternal death.
Oh, my deal' brother, if you know these things in their deep reality,
how should "l\e join together to-day in songs of unutterable joy, that,
through rich covenant grace and mercy, we are not left to follow after
speculative systems, nor settle down in cold indifference, or take flight
with some heady, an-joy professors, who, never having felt the terrible
power of living spiritual pain, arising from the gnawing of the deadly
cancer of sin, sneer at, and despise as weakness, the living one's inward
groanings, which cannot be uttered.
• Never before published.
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But the point I am aiming at here is, to show you that if you are a
spiritual sufferer with, as well as a spiritual lover of those who bear the
image of Christ, you bear the two unquestionable fruits which are the
inseparable concomitants of that great promise, in which all that is
precious finds a centre--namely, spiritual LIFE! I shall therefore proceed to point out, from the precious word, a few of those testimonies by
which we may learn that it is our privilege to draw the same inferences
from the sorrowful branch of evidence, arising cut of the daily conflict, as
it is our delight to draw from those choice tokens of the Lord's lovingkindnesses manifested in our hours of need.
It is by the spiritual powers of the same supernatural mind, understanding, knowledge, wisdom, which are inherent properties or faculties of
the new man, that the new creature in Clirist is enabled to perceive and
feel, on the one hand, his desperate condition as a lost sinner in his
earthly Adam nature, and, on the other hand, he is privileged to behold
and enjoy the blessedness of that immutable standing in eternal acceptance, perfection, and beauty, in his spiritual union, in immortal life and
holiness in the second Adam - the Lord from heaven. Now, when
my dear brother, by the sweet ministry of the Holy Spirit, comes to see
this point more clearly, and to realize in it the true source of all that
misery, depression, and heart-sorrow before God, which makes him go
mourning and smiting upon his breast, day by day, and crying out, "0
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me· from the body of this
death?" he will not stop long to dwell upon the dark shades in his
spiritual landscape only, but will be learning to deal wisely by the foully
black panorama which the accuser of the brethren so much delights to
spread out before us; he will, by lifting it up against the bright, shining
rays of the Sun of Righteousness, and looking through the picture, instead
of at it, perceive that the fearful panorama is converted into a sublime,
transparent diorama, in which faith beholds the whole of the terrible
flames and thunder-clouds of Mount Sinai changed into a scene of Gospel
glory, which angels may well desire to look into. But, as is the case
with the picture painted by man's art, which is to be thus treated, first as
a panorama, with the light in front, that the beholder may look at it;
then, as a diorama, with the light removed behind the painting, that the
spectator may look through it; both sides of the canvas must be painted,
or, by some other means, two distinct pictures must be formed into one;
so, if we would rightly comprehend the true glory and blessedness of
what Christ is made of God to His redeemed people, both discoveries are
necessary-the foul blackness of the sinner by nature, and the incomparable beauty of the new creature in Christ-the repulsive blackness of
the tents of Kedar, and the divine beauty of the curtains of Solomon!
It is in the combination of these two inseparable branches of true spiritual
experience, faith and repentance go hand in hand together in sweet
harmony. They are both opened up by the Divine Spirit in the same
spiritual mind-the mind of the new man. They are both apprehended
by the same spiritual understanding-the understanding of the new man.
They are both confirmed, weighed, and perceived by the same spiritual
knowledge--the knowledge of the new man. They are both estimated and
dealt with in true simplicity, godly fear, and sincerity, by the 'same
spiritual wisdom-the wisdom of the new man.
I would pause and ask my beloved brother how matters stand with
regard to his own soul's experience? You well know the dark and
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gloomy aspect which the panorama of the world, the flesh, and the devil,
presents to your trembling gaze?
"Yes," says Little-faith, "I am almost always either groaning over
it, or else smiting my hard, unfeeling heart, because I can look at it with
so little compunction and grief."
But has the Lord the Spi.rit never so caused the sun to arise behind it
as to change it into a transparent picture, and enabled you to look
through all its dark shades, and catch a glimpse of the King in His royal
beauty, and the precious land of Immanuel, though it has appeared very
far 0fI'?
"Yes," say you, "I dare not deny but such moments have lighted up
my sad picture, I looked, and all was light ;'
but it has .been at best such a mome:t).tary gleam, that the instant the
light fades away again from behind it, all its black, but truthful lineaments
terrify me anew."
Tills is the Lord's wonderful way of teaching. He will come again.
He has said so: "I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice."
Faith, hope, love, patience, hang upon the remembrance of these moments
of bright shilling, and upon His word of promise that He will return.
These are wilderness tokens. The pillar of fire is always there, though
often veiled by the cloud. But fear not, poor trembling child of J acob !
If the great Captain of your salvation se~s you hard pressed by the enemy,
while you are passing through some Red-Sea affliction or temptation, He
will drop a few rays of His glory down behind the scene, in such a way as
to enable you to travel with delight through any perils, or in the midst of
any amount of darkness, without fear or stumbling.
But I turn to a few precious words, full of teacillng, to prove to my
brother that the dark side of the picture must be seen and known as well
as the bright side, if we are made spiritual partakers of the divine
nature.
The Holy Ghost, by the apostle J ames, tells us plainly that" EVERY
good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and cometh down from
the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning. Of His own will begat He us with the "Word of truth." Is
there a more precious gift than that true fear of the Lord, the possession
of which proves a poor needy sinner to be "an heil' of God, and a joint
heir with Jesus Christ?" Look at the matter in its simplicity, dear
brother: "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Then it
follows, if I have the fear of the Lord in my heart, that good gift which
contains it must have been bestowed upon me. It is the light of this
precious wisdom-and Christ is all-that makes manifest to my spiritual
mind what a poor defiled worm I am by nature, and, by its clear shining,
brings me to that all-important point of knowledge and understanding
-to which the brightest intellectual powers which ever adorned a merely
natural or unregenerated man could never attain-to view myself as
J ehovah views every mortal man in his nature state. " The Lord looked
down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that
did understand and seek after God." So, the moment the candle of the
Lord begins to sillne within a quickened sinner-that good gift which
the Father of lights has caused to enlighten the soul-the sinner takes an
inward survey, and pronounces the same verdict willch God pronounces
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upon the condition and tendency of every faculty both of body and mind:
"They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is
none that doeth good; no, not one!" This will bring the sinner into
the dust. Yes, and while this true light continues to shine in the earthly
house of this tabernacle-and no power in earth or hell can extinguish
it-it will keep the sinner in the dust, let 1).im be favoured as he may with
bright and glorious manifestations of that eternal perfection he possesses
in Ohrist Jesus. 'Where this light burns, the true fear of God will ever
be found. At first it may partake of the character of slavish fear-the fear
of hell torments-but the extent to "l\hich this fear, full of dread and
terror, is experienced, is very variable, and furnishes no criterion by
which we form our judgment concerning the standing of the living child
of God. The Holy Spirit, in His blessed operations in the hearts and
minds of the heirs of promise, is as sovereign as to the mode of dealing as
the Father of lights was, originally, in the choice of each individual
member of the one Ohurch, when He bound them up, by His immutable
decrees, in the bundle of life with the Lord their God. It is not merely
at the first strong convictions of sin I am looking, but at the abiding discoveries which are made by the entrance of the pure light of true wisdom.
The design of the Holy Ghost in convincing of sin is not that He may
terrify thereby; it is not, as some seem to infer, that he may exact a kind
of penance, that the Lord thus sho"l\s His children what they are in their
awful depravity by nature. No; this is certainly not the design of those
words by Peter, "But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His
eternal glory, by (or in) Ohrist Jesus, after ye have suffered awhile, make
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you." There is no penance in
these sufferings. Your conviction of sin, like true pain, cannot exist
without some amount of suffering. The measure or depth of suffering il:!
not the point here, but the reality and the effect of it. Has it brought
my inmost soul to this conclusion, not in word only, but in deep-felt conviction of my utter and eternal ruin in self, which compels me every moment to confess, ""Ve are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouslle$SeS are as filthy rags j and "l\e all do fade as a leaf; and our
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away"? (Isaiah lxiv. 6.) The
true fear of the Lord can only flourish where this discovery has been
made, and can only be kept alive in the soul by the operation and indwelling of that good and perfect lfisdom which is one of the divine properties of spiritual life.
But the Holy Ghost, by the same apostle, J ames, gives us a blessed key
to unlock the mysterious subject before us in these words, "But the wisdom
which is from above is first pure, then peaceable." This is the Lord's
order. Nor do I understand how this order can be inverted. "I kill,
and I make alive: I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can
deliver out of my hand." The apostle Paul found it so, as he tells us in
the seventh of Romans, "For I was alive without the law once: 'but
when the commandment came, sin revived and I died." This is J ehovah's
new covenant way of killing the poor sinner to self, sin, and all legal
hope, and compelling him to creep close to the very hand that has slain
him. And a most blessed way it proves to be in the end. " :For this is
the covenant that I \vill make with the house of Israel after those days,
saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind [this can be no other
than the new mind, the mind of the new man, where alone that good and
perfect gift, the wisdom which is from above, can be foundl, and write
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them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to
me a people. And they shall not teach every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least [babe] to the
greatest [apostle J. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and
their sins and iniquities will I remember no more." The Lord dealt thus
with Paul, Pure wisdom entered. How little did the apostle think when
he saw all his comeliness turned into corruption by the astonishing effects
produced by this wisdom, that after its purity had killed him to all hope
in himself, or from any attempt to take refuge in the killing letter of the
law, which came with all its solemn power into his soul, and established
in him a conflict which, as long as flesh and spirit continued to inhabit
the same tabernacle, s.hould never cease-how little did he think, I say,
that the next step in the wonderful mystery performed by means of the
same pure wisdom, which had exposed himself so to himself as to produce
death in him, was to be the proclamation of eterm.l peace with God, in
J eaus Christ, his blessed Lord. Yet such we find to have been the issue in
the experience of our belo,ed apostle. And shall it not be so with you,
dear, trembling Little-faith? It is first pUffe. Its purity has made you the
subject of so many deep searchings of heart. This divine purity of wisdom
has opened up in your spiritually sensitive new heart such a clear perception of the total vileness of all in you that belongs to the old original
stock from whence springs your native being, that you are brought frequently to feel as if it were impossible one so vile and polluted as the
very fountain of your being, naturally, can be a partaker of the precious,
all-powerful, and all-subduing grace of God.
" Ah," says Little-faith, "but you talk of the' fear of the Lord' being
the beginning of this wisdom. This brings me to a stand. I am often
afraid all my fear is rather the fear of hell, the fear of judgment, the fear
of disgrace, the fear of death, the fear of man, and of the devil, rather
than the fear of God."
N ay, dear brother, but let me put the matter in a different light to that
in which you are now disposed to view it. You have already confessed to
me that your memory is charged with recollections of most precious
moments of joy and peace in believing, when by the sudden breaking
forth of the sun of righteousness your black panorama has been changed
into a sweet transparent diorama full of peace, love, beauty, glory, and
sacred smiles of divine approbation. Look now at the nature of the fear
that is ever present in your heart, floating upon the surface of your
spiritual being, like the moon-beams are seen to float upon the surface of
the sea, mounting upon the crest of every wave in the fiercest storm, or
dimpled by every gentle tide-ripple in the summer night's softest calm.
Is there any enmity mingled with your fear? Is d1'ead its source? Are
you not longing for the bright and morning star to arise above your dark
horizon again as the harbinger of the coming sun? You know what you
want to make you joyful. Is'it not the dissolving beams of your Lord's
presence? A smile from the face of Him whose visage was so marred,
more than any man's, when He suffered, the just for the unjust? ,Would
it not instantly dispel all your doubts and needless fears, and lift you
sweetly above all you discover in yourself, which brings dismay into your
mind, and cause and enable you to go on your way r.ejoicing? Think
you, dear brother, that He who knew such deep sorrows, does not know
yours; and that He does not most deeply sympathize with you in them
all? Ah, yes; your fear is the true spiritual fear of love. It is not the
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fear of a guilty, convicted criminal, who hates the strong hand of justice
which holds him fast, and wishes only to escape the punishment which he
knows to be his due. No. It is not the fearof a reprobate Cain, but the
godly fear of a true-hearted J oseph. It is that precious fear which, since
it is a fruit of divine wisdom of which the new man is made a blessed
partaker, is always accompanied by a deeply-felt sense of individual unworthiness, combined with astonished gratitude that one so uncomely
should have the remotest reason to hope that the eternal love-choice of
J ehovah had embraced him in the everlasting arms of covenant mercy,
and made him eternally secure fi:om all condemnation and blame. It is
the greatness of the heavenly prize on the one hand, and the extremely
abject and feeble condition of the panting winner in the race on the other,
that fills the heart with fear lest after all some mishap should occur to mar
it all. Or, if the assurance be complete-as, bless God, it is with manythat the prize is already won /01' the runner in the race, by One in whom
"we are more than conquerors, through Him that loved us," yet this
godly fear is ever upon the watch, lest by any outburst arising from the
corrupt flesh-which in those who are truly winning the race appears to
become more corrupt day by day-should bring the cause of God and the
precious Gospel of Jesus Christ into contempt among ungodly men and
the haters of the covenant fulness of the Gospel of Christ Jesus. Nor can
any tongue tell the deep anxiety through which many of the Lord's
ministers pass from year to year upon this branch of the true fear of God,
which is the beginning of divine wisdom, and the continually-flowing
fountain of life, through grace enabling them, to depart from the snares
of death.
Ah, dear brother, the season of rejoicing will yet dawn upon you, when
you shall look back and bless the Lord for all those manifold workings of
this precious fear of the Lord, and the divine wisdom of which you have
become a partaker by virtue of your union to the Lamb of God.
What shall we say of the poor blind worm who, having a mere temporary knowledge, by intellectual light and carnal wisdom acting upon the
mere letter of God's holy word, is able to trace the grand scheme of
salvation and redemption from its origin in the covenant of grace to its
final glorification in the presentation of the Church in the perfections of
Christ, once and for ever, when time shall cease to be, and yet is destitute
of this blessed beginning of wisdom-this fountain of life? Say! Such
tell us the true secret of their spiritual death by saying they know nothing
of the daily sorrows, humility, penitence, brokenness, and contrition of
spirit, which are the sure companions of true godly fear.
The Lord help my dear brother, then, to realize that the very fear
which brings him continually to his knees as an inquirer or as a wrestler
- " Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe "-confirms to him the sweet
truth that he is a true partaker of divine wisdom, and therefore_a partaker
of the divine nature, which makes every precious promise his.
" This fear's the spirit of faith,
A confidence that's strong;
An unctuous light to all that's right,
A bar to all that's wrong."
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
Our sufficiency is from the Spirit of the Lord, even for strength to
perform any action well, whether it be temporal or spiritual.
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"Comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak:'-1 TIlESS. v. 4.

MEETINGS AND GREETINGS.
brother in. the Lord, companion in tribulation, and fellow-sinner,
grace, mercy, and peace, be multiplied unto you, from God our Father
and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen and Amen!
Mter much anxiety and exercise of mind at the non-fulfilment of my
promise, made some little time since, to write to you, when we met in the
kind providence of our covenant God and Father, on the Brighton line
as fellow-travellers, I now sit down to relieve my mind by sending you
a few lines, and may the dear Lord, the ever-blessed Spirit, dictate a
word in season, even from one of his poor, weak, despised ones, to comfort, cheer, strengthen, and edify your soul whilst journeying onward,
and homeward, to that rest that remaineth for all the people of God. I
am encouraged to hope even this; for children are often used instrumentally to remind a parent of lessons long since learnt, and almost again
forgotten. Well," It is written," once by the Psalmist, and confirmed
by our dear Lord Himself, when on earth, "Out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings hast Thou ordained strength, because of Thine enemies, that
Thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger" (Psalm viii. 2, and Mat.
:xxi. 16).
I could at the time-and can say now-that my heart melted with
gratitude to Almighty God for causing ," His goodness to pass before me in the way," on the day alluded to; for it proved to be the
Lord's own set time to favour Zion, as far as my soul was concerned. I
'think I told you I was en j'olde to visit my dear and aged mother, the
longest standing, and oldest remaining member (85) of the Churtlh of
Christ, under the ministry of that dear and faithful servant of God, the
late Rev. John Vinall," sen. of Lewes. And, although grounded, rootea,
and established in the truth, as it is in a crucified, dead, but now risen
:j:Jord and Saviour, yet, nevertheless, is it a humbling fact, so marvellously hath our God wrought, that her poor, mad Gadarene of a son
(now your unworthy correspondent) hath been brought up out of the
-horrible pit, and miry clay, of sin and death, had his feet set upon the
Rock of Ages, a new song put into his mouth, as well as a new name, so
as to shout" victory! victory!" this side of the grave, through our Lord
Jesus Christ, the glorious Captain of my salvation. Christ hath lived!
Christ hath died! Christ is risen! This is all my salvation. I have been,
and am now being crucified with Him, and hence, with the Apostle,
dying daily, and yet, by' faith, already dead and risen with Christ; so,
in measure, experimentally realizing the same (no new) Gospel teaching,
by the ever-blessed Spirit of God, who alone teacheth to profit. But I
am digressing from stating that my dear and aged parent has lived to
prove the truth of the poet's worcls" God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform," &c.
For, the one who has caused her the most pain and anxiety, is the one
raised up to be the solace and comfort of her old age, temporally and
DEAR
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spiritually, being so often favoured in writing, and, in conversation, to
realize the speech being savoured with salt; the dew, also, of Heaven,
resting on the former branch of my work and labour of love to her dear
soul. We had a good day toget.her; "eeping in secret before our Coyenant God and Father, and blessing and praising him for ALL that was
PAST, and for ALL that's to COME.
Our songH

Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of our song,
The joy of our heart and the boast of our tongue;
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last,
Has won our affections, and bound our souls fast.
Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart,
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart ;
Dissolved by thy goodness, I fall to the ground,
And weep to the praise of the mercy I found."

°

Oyes; with poor fellow-sinner David, ." I will sing of mercy and judgment; unto Thee, Lord, will I sing! " The subject matter for rejoicing
that day, was the blessed confirmation and encouragement I received
from the fact of our meeting; for, "ith dear brother" Cowell," (whom I
know not in the flesh) such, and similar circumstances, are often much
blessed to my soul. 0 what a mercy it is to be renewed in the Spirit of
the MIND; so as to realize that word, "To be spiritually minded is life
and peace." And, 0, how true, on the contrary: "To be carnally minded
is death." This fact was so made manifest that day, namely, whatever
else of the abominations of a deceitful, desperately-wicked heart, there
might be within, one thing was certainly fulfilled in my experience. " We
know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren."
I have addressed you as "father;" for you, through the pen, have
many, many times, begotten me again to a lively hope in Christ, in days
past. And, doubtless, you are beginning to experience-as in nature, so
in grace-" Once a man, but tlcice a child," realizing with beloved John,
"I must decrease, but He must increase;" and with Paul, "Chief of
sinners, least of saints." 0, yes; it is thus the ever blessed Spirit teaches,
that no flesh living may glory in His presence, and at length have some
small glimmering light and experience what it is, that we may "Become
as little children, and so enter the Kingdom of Heaven."
Again, I have taken the liberty of claiming you as a companion in tribulation and fellow-sinner. I am not afraid of giving offence, for you are
made wise unto salvation, possessing the true graces of the spirit of love;
and, consequently, not so easily pro1;oked. No, my dear brother; we have
not so learned Christ; for, in some small measure, "e have learned obedience by the things that we have suffered. We know something of
what is recorded respecting going down to the "potter's house," and our
eyes have looked upon the" work upon the wheels." "Like a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke," we have writhed under the preparations of the
clay for the potter's use; and painfully had burnt into w; that" gracious
fact. "He hath'received gifts for man (in the man) ; for the 1'ebellioits
also, that the Lord God might dwell among us," &c. And that He hath
need of weak things, base things, despised, and even things of naught ;
that the wisdom, and mighty things of this world may be confounded,
&c. 0 Lord, our God, who is a God like unto Thee, besides Thee there
is none else. "I know no other."

'.
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On my return home in the evening, I a~ain had one gentleman companion only, in the same compartment. He was reading a book; but
emerging from a tunnel, conversation was begun, and I soon put out a
" feeler;" but no feeling again! I tried another tack, but no, the oil
that flowed in the morning, would not run; :1ud, hence, our hearts did
not burn withiu us; conversation died out. rrhere was no "peace in
that house.' But, blessed be my God, it did return to me, for my meditations of that day were sweet; my heart, like wax, melting in the midst
of my bowels, and I was enabled to discover the coin of the realm with
the image and superscription of Jesus my King.
I must not weary your patience further, nor tax your valuable time.
I therefore conc1ude,'praying you may realize, "as the outward man is
decaying, the inward man may be renewed day by day."
Believe me to remain, dear brother in the Lord,
Yours affectionately and sincerely,
O. M.
[Dear brother, we rejoice, in common with yourself, in these meetings
and greetings by the -way. We now see it was not of choice that we were
aroused at a very early hour from our slumbers on that morning, and,
leaving our bed, set out on the journey in which, in God's singular providence, we fell in with you. At the previous station, when changing
carriages, the incoming train brought most unexpectedly a dear Ohristian
friend from the sister isle. The sudden and unexpected salutation of one
who had been called of late to pass through much tribulation, and who
was now returning home with renovated health and spirits, and whose
heart was warmed with a sense of the Lord's loving care and tender
lovingkindnesses, helped to set our cold heart in tune. And, as the train
started, with, as you so soon after found us, none to interrupt, what is
very rarely the case in our experience of late years, we could but sing,
literally and vocally, of the Lord's bountiful care, and rich and unmerited
mercies. The meeting -with the friend in question, as just coming from
the land of our nearly twelve years' labours; the fact that we were then
traversing a route where, t-wenty years before, we had journeyed under a
diversity of exercise; the contemplation of all the line of rich grace, and
love, and mercy, that had so ceaselessly and uninterruptedly followed us ;
might well" stir up the pure mind" of the new man" by way of remembrance." We could but sing, under the then precious influence" His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each SWeet Ebenezer I have in review,
Confu'ms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
"Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I've come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home."

It was in the midst of these sweet morning musings, you, dear brother,
opened the door, and stepped into the compartment of the carriage we
were occupying. And greatly afterwards were we struck with the fact,
that you, up to that moment personally a stranger, should have been the
instrument, in the Lord's hand, of bringing to remembrance seasons and
sermons long passed out of mind. ,Vith regard to such seasons and
sermons, well may weexc1aim, "The heart knoweth its own bitterness."
Suffice it to say, we generally, when preaching from home, feel in bonds
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and fetters, and are only the more surprised when, as in your case, we
hear of the word being clothed with unction and power. We have sometimes thought that these bondaged frames are ordered of our God, that
we should be the more anxious to abide- at home, for, through rich and
distinguishing mercy, we know little indeed of such cramped· frames in
our own pulpit. It is (as dear Mr. NUNN, of Manchester, used to call his)
"our four feet of freehold;" and, thanks to the dear name of our
covenant God, we can say our happiest moments are spent in that freehold. We do love to stand there, and stammer out a few things aboutour most precious Christ. It is true, as soon as we have done speaking,
we droop, and, according to then present feelings, seem as though we had
said all we ever could say; but (blessed be His name!) before the next
preaching-time arrives, we are brought afresh to prove the preciousness
and power of His own words to the dear woman of Samaria, "vVhosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of
the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I
shall give him shall be in him a 'l\ell of water springing up into everlasting life." Oh, that blessed "springing up!" how sweet and how
precious it is-aye, and how snre! ,Ve have been proving this now in
very deed for nineteen years. We have just entered upon the twentieth
of our ministry. According to feeling and apprehension, we have thought,
a thousand times over, that the cruse would run out, the spring cease,
that there never would be a reviving in our bondage-state; but that all
was gone, and we must turn our hand to something else. But oh, no ;
He has again and again been ten thousand times hetter to us than all our
fears i and, commonly have we proved it, that, after some of these terrible
times of drought and darkness, fear and despondency, the sweetest
seasons of enlargement have succeeded. The Lord has given us, as it
were, a new lease. The Holy Ghost, the dear Testifier, Revealer, Remembrancer, Comforter, has come in afresh in his glorious character, and
given the poor stammerer such light and love and power and dew, that
he has been carried out of self-above the creature and all creaturecircumstances; and" the po'l\er of the Lord has been present to heal,"
indeed and of a truth. Ab, brother, we could tell you some secrets'l\hich
are known only to ourselves and the ever-blessed Spirit. If the world, or
only mere professors, were to know what we are brought oftentimes to
realize, they would, from sheer ignorance of the position and the mercy,
pronounce such position to be the very acme of presumption; but, as there
are those of the Lord's servants 'l\ho blessedly prove the truthfulness
and the power of His word, "Go, and I will be with thy mouth, and
will teach thee what thou shalt say i" "It shall be given you in that same
hour what ye shall speak; for it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of
your Father which speaketh in you," is it not an undeniable fact
that, after all the preparation and painstaking for the pulpit - that,
after all the reading and research, the whole has of a sudden been
removed and eclipsed; and the Holy Ghost has shone in with present
light and present power upon His word, giving a freshness and a sweetness and an unction that not all the dry reading in the world could
produce?
Brother, what a mercy' it is to be a living witness of these incontrovertible facts.
One remark more. You speak of second childhood. It is a subject
which has of late been upon our mind. 'Ve believe that as in nature so
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in grace-" once a man, twice a child." Suro ,TO are, that, after the
battling and the conflict, the minds of the Lord's dear people are brought
down to the meekness and docility of babes; and that, as you will often
see in those who are bowed beneath the weight of years, there is a gentleness and a.warmth and a gratitude which were sadly lacking when in the
zenith of their strength and spirits, so in the Father in Ohrist and the
mother in Israel, there is so much tenderness and forbearance and kindly
dealing "With those whom they discover to be now where they once were.
The harshness and uncouthness and standard-raisings of former years and
bygone experience have giv.en place to a wholesome caution and a
righteous disinclination in judging of others who may not have been led in
precisely their track, or who may be unable to see through their spectacles.
.If ever we rejoiced in a fact, it has been of late, that God has not made us
" a ruler or a judge" over our poor fellow-sinners, but that" to their own
master they stand or fall."
Peace be with thee, dear brother, at all times; and, when well with
thee, remember thy brother in bonds,
THE EDITOR. ]

~ermcrns

anh lbtes of ~ttlltOlts.

SERMON BY MR. A. TRIGGS.
" Awake, my silent tongue,
Attempt the heavenly lay;
A pardon'd sinner's song
Should Jesus' love display.
No theme like this, to raise the soul
To realms of bliss, where pleasmes roll."

TIL"-T is a song of praise as "Well as prayer, and I would much rather be in
a garret and able to sing that song from my heart, than be the richest man
in the world and know nothing of the sweet contents of it; because in
being able to sing it in and from the heart, I have communion and fellowship with Jesus, the Son of God, who was crucified for us. What are all
the empty assents and consents, if Jesus and salvation, if Jesus and His
love, and if Jesus and His blood are not the sum and substance of them?
There are many very pretty things composed, and which are sung, but I
will tell you what heart singing is. It is when the heart with its feelings
go out to our God in blessing and praising Him; yea, singing of His
mercies. God's children have their sorrowful as well as their joyful songs,
and they generally sing their sorrowful songs in the dark; and one
clause of their mournful songs is, "Make haste to help me, 0 my God."
And another that will often arise from the heart is, " Lord, I am oppressed,
undertake for me." And another, "When my heart is overwhelmed,
lead me to the Rock, that is higher than I." These are among some of
the sweet parts of the songs of God's children. Then how sweet is this" Oh ! tell, my soul, 'twas love in Thee
That grace design'd for worthless me,
And is my name euroll'd."
I have believed that it is for many years, and yet I have continually to be
told of it by the Lord; for sometimes we are like the deal' disciples, when
they returned to the Lord and were quite pleased because the devils were
subject to. them. The Lord said to them, "But rather rejoice because
I I
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your names are written in heaven."· That also is our mercy, beloved.
And dear Ezra hath a very striking expression, when God brought him
and the children of Israel back from Babylon, he saith, "To give us a
nail in His holy place, that our God may lighten our eyes, and give us a
little reviving in our bondage." Do· you know anything abgut this, or
else is your religion in notions and hearsay?
Beloved, it is very blessed to knO"ll that we are sheep and within that
fold; but the security of the sheep lies in being in the fold, bound up in
the bundle of life. " And," saith J ehovah, "I will be round about her a
wall of fire, and the glory in the midst of her." We have fears and
anxieties concerning this and that enemy sometimes, when the eye is off
Jesus, the wall of salva#on, and we are ready to think we are exposed to
every shaft of the devil; but our mercy stands thus : "I am within that fold
Which Jesus keeps secure."
How do we live there? N at as an antinomian, to live in all manner of
licentiousness and sin; but the desire of the heart is thus expressed : "Then hold my feet in Zion's way,
Till Thp.e I meet, in endless day."
I know that is the living desire of every child of God, as well as this,
'Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe." Yea," Uphold me according
to Thy truth, that I may live; and let me not be ashamed of my hope."
What a sweet prayer, and "IIhat blessed dependence on the Almighty
PromiseI', and what a laying hold of the Lord according to His promise.
" That I may l£ve," &c. As the Lord gives us heartfelt experience of these
truths, there is one thing that will never forsake us, though our enjoyments may fail, that is, feeling our need of what the Lord is and what He
hath promised us; and they are among our especial mercies to rise with in
the morning as well as to lie dO"l\Il "ith at night, in the assurance of His
word, as Paul saith "My God 13hall supply all your need according to
His riches in glory by Christ J eSlls." You cannot talk about the supply
if you have not felt your need of it. It is all very well to talk about God's
word, and to be able to quote it, and to say this, that, or the other is a
precious portion, but if we have not the need there can be no expectation
for God to supply. Why is it "lie are kept so suitable for our glorious
Lord? Because we are always in "IIant. There is always an aching void
where Jesus is not. " And there are three that bear witness in earth, the
Spirit, the water, and the blood, and these three agree in One" (1 John
v. 8). There is more in this testimony than we shall fully comprehend to
all eternity.
I would observe, first, that a knowledge of the earth, the water, and
the blood, is never experienced "ithout the Spirit. ·When Paul was
writing to the Galatians, he saith, "Have ye beguIl in the Spirit, are ye
now made perfect by the flesh." _ind how many there are begin in the
flesh, and think they shall be made perfect in the Spirit. In looking into
the word of the Lord concerning" the earth," I will refer you to Proverbs
viii., where He saith, "Then I "IIas by Him, as one brought up with
Him, and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always befor~ Him, rejoicing
in the habitable part of His earth." The Ohurch, chosen in Rim. This
is most blessed to think about, that the delights of Jesus Ohrist were in
ns, and we were found in God's delight, even when we were calling down
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damnation on our souls. How precious the truth, as Paul saith, "But
God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, by
grace ye are saved." How these truths tell into a poor sinner's heart.
They more- than cheer him up, for it even makes him go forth in the
dances of them that make merry.
But look again into the word of the Lord concerning this earth-it is
called God's husbandry. Husbandry is not in the ashes, for there would
be no vegetation-husbandry is not in heaven, though we are raised up to
sit together with Jesus in heavenly places-but husbandry is in the
earth. You never see the earth produce anything that is good, unless it
has been turned upside down, and then harrowed; and after the ground
is made ready, then is cast in the principal wheat.
As I am not preaching to get a good name, I will speak God's truths as
they have been realized in my heart, and I hope that your hearts will be
stirred up by them, and from the experience of them be brought to a
divine certainty-without a doubt-that you are a part of God's husbandry.
We have some s~eet intimations about this earth in the ~ord of the Lord,
in Psalm cxxxU:. Christ, the speaker by David; and Paul, the speaker
by God the Eternal Spil'it, in Ephesians iv. How s~eetly they harmonize
the one with the other. Saith Christ, "My substance was not hid from
Thee, when I was made in secret and curiously wrought in the lower parts
of tlw earth." Is it the earth "e walk upon? No. But "e will see what
Paul saith-" Now that He ascended, what is it but that He also descended first into the lower J)(Ids of the earth." Ah, say some, I suppose
that is the grave. Our Lord Jesus was not buried in. a grave in the
earth, for His grave was hewn out of a rock. I belie,e the 1011'81' parts
of the earth hath reference to "hat is recorded in Luke i. 35, "The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee,
shall be called the Son of God." If I mistake not, that according to God's
word this developes the incarnation of the Son of God, and points out
where He came do"n to, into that nature which had fallen into the very
depths of sin, took up the children's flesh and blood, underbottomed all
that we were, and by His sufferings, death, and resurrection in that same
nature brought us up from the lowest parts of the earth. It is a s"eet
mercy to have a knowledge of God's dear Son coming down into such
depths, and when in these depths, to hear Him saying, "Out of the depths
have I cried;" also, "I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing."
I thought once that David spoke these words, and so he did; and I
thought once it was my experience, but I would rather hear Cbrist
speaking it, and then to know that, as I am a new creature in Christ,
whate,er He saith I am interested in it.
There is also something very blessed recorded in Psalm 1=v. about
the earth. " Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace
have kissed each other. Truth shall spring out of the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven, and our land shall yield her increase."
What increase does the Lord mean ? I would s~y, the s"eet up-going by
faith and the abounding of hope in rich experience of the knowledge of
CIll'ist crucified, and, as Solomon saith in Prov: iii., "to honour the Lord
with thy substance and with the first fruits of all thine increase." It is
most blessed when the earth yields her increase, when God causes His
blessings to flow in, and the poor soul fto~s out with blessing to the
I I
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Lord in singing of His mercies, triumphing. in His praise, and saying
with the Psalmist, "I will be glad in the Lord;" "I will praise Him
whilst I have any being."
Mark another mercy. The earth naturally would not produce things
as it does now was the sun always shining on it, and was there not night
or darkness; but what fools we are in the experience of God's mercies; we
want to have the Sun of righteousness always shining, we want to be
living without any darkness. But no doubt you know that this is a truth,
that vegetation grows fastest in the dark; and if you know anything
about soul exercise, from the experience of God's truth, you will find
out this, how your heart and soul, "hile you are shut up in darkness, and
when you feel the fiery darts of the devil, how the desires spring up in
reality to God, and they not ouly enter into the very bowels of His. mercy,
but they enter into the very heart and ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.
Let us look at this part of the subject a little longer. Now after a long
drought the earth chaps, and the openings sometimes are very large.
Now that is just like a poor broken-hearted sinner that hath had a drought,
he becomes in feeling like the earth-quite dried up; but how suitable he
.is for the showers to descend, and "hen they come down the heart closes
up in embracing the mercy by faith, and then up spring praises and
thanksgiving unto God. And although He may withhold the showers for
a long time, it is that we may prize them as we ought.
As I know I am talking to God's harassed, tempted, tossed, and devilhunted children, I would have you notice another thing. I have concluded many times that it was all over with me, but I believe it is a great
mercy to be brought inM that position, for our blessedness stands the
same amidst all our fears and troubles, and we are at last brought to feel
our fitness for God's promises, and to find His promises so suitable to our
necessities. I was constrained to bless Him this morning just as He
awoke me (for I had not had very pleasant feelings about things in my
sleep). He said, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee." "What," I said,
" dear Lord, come again with that old promise which has lifted me up
from misery thousands of times?" " Yes. ' Fear thou not, for I am with
thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.''' It was just what I wanted, and I felt such sweetness arise
in the mind; and I said, "Lord, let me speak well of Thee to-day."
Some have been envious of the parson, because they think he is more
indulged than they are; but I have no more than what the Lord gives.
I know what the Lord means when He saith, "Oan you make the children
of the bridegroom fast, while the bridegroom is with them? " Ab no, it
is all joy and consolation; the devil is gone, sin is gone, and there is
communion and fellowship with God. These are among some of the sweet
mercies that God indulges His children with, and the more He gives, the
more we want. I recollect once I was called one of the covetous that the
Lord abhors. Well, did it not cast you down? No, because I had the
testimony of God in the heart. It is always well where the earnest of a
good conscience is, to take no notice what men may say, but of what saith
the Lord. Go on a little further in this delightful and precious way, the
Lord knows best when the showers shall descend; and if He keep you or
me longing and seeking for a week, month, or year, we shall have them
when the Lord's time comes-and then they come with a sweet savour.
And this brings to my mind what Moses saith in Deut. xxxii, "My doc-
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trine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small
rain upon the tender herb, and as showers upon the grass." What is
your doctrine, Moses? "I will publish the name of the Lord," and "H£s
name is as ointment poured forth." There is that in the name of Jesus.
more than we shall. ever fathom; it is only for the Lord to touch t4e ;
heart with that name, and away goes everything but Christ and salvation..
God's husbandry must have showers as well as sunshine, but God's
husbandry outlives all storms and tempests. Now concerning God's earth,
He calls it His garden, and saith, "Sing ye unto her. A vineyard of red
wine, I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment, lest any hurt
it; I will keep it night and day." And I believe that is the reason we
are here. Oh, how blessed it is to live in sweet dependence upon our
covenant God for all things. But, say some, I feel the want of many
things. "The Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing will
He withhold from them that walk uprightly." 'rhere may be a poor soul
in debt that may want to pay it to-morrow. The Lord may withhold it,
that you may learn more of God's loving kindness to'Wards you. I have
known what it is for God to stop the mouth of a creditor when I have
trembled like a rush at the sight of him, and 'With all kindness he spoko
to me. Why? "Happy is he that hath the God of J acob for his help,
whose hope is in the Lord his God." Laban and his sons, full of fury
and anger, were determined to overtake J acob, and to take away all he had.
J acob was afraid of his life, just like we are sometimes. Dut here was
the mercy. God spake to Laban by night in a dream, and said, "Take
heed that thou speak not to J acob either good or bad." Oh what a
privilege! and what heart-"WaTming and Christ-endearing truths these are.
Ah, say you, I wish I could live a little more peaceable. Stop a few days,
all warfare will soon cease; no more sorrow to God's earth, no more pain,
no more darkness, no more curse, "for the Lord God and the Lamb are
the light thereof."
I do not wonder at God's people longing to depart to see Him face to
face; God's promises are so precious and so sweet, that I cannot live
without Christ and His fulness. Did you ever see the earth water itself?
Did you ever know the earth plant itself? or did you ever hear the plants
murmur at the position the gardener had planted them? Say you, why
so particular about things? Because fools for Christ's sake must have
very particular things; yet, sometimes we, who are the right-hand planting of Jehovah, we want to have Abraham's place, or Paul's, or David's,
and I have often thought I should have liked Enoch's; but the mercy is,
everyone of the children have their proper place; and if I am the feeblest
member in the body, or a hair of the head, I am as much in Christ as
Abraham, lsaac, J acob-or even Paul. But, again; this earth :cannot
manage anything for itself; I can look back for more than thirty YEarsin my young days, I thought I would do a little for myself, and that,
when I got older, I should be able to manage matters a little for myself,
and I often used to meditate on that dear expression, ""\Vherewithal shall
a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereunto, according to Thy
word." Well,l.l took more heed unto my ways than I did to God's word;
hut I learnt the distinction in the school of adversity. What do you
mean by taking heed according to God's word? Thus, "Call upon me
in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me; "
also, "By looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith." Yea,
saith Pliul, "Consider Him." That is a blessed position to be in, how-
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ever crooked om ways may be. The earth or land, generally, is the
property of another. "Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price;
therefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are His."
And there is something heart-cheering and heart-warming recorded by
the Holy Spirit, in Romans xiv., "For whether we live, we live unto the
Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's," &c. What can be more precious than, to
know we live daily, not our own, and only think of this, you that
know you are not your own-mark how things are set forth, when the
Lord was winding up the spirit of prophecy in Malachi; who are they
that the Lord calls His jewels? "'rhose that thought on His name."
How many thousands of God's children are taken home that were never
heard to speak anything concerning J esns Ohrist, yet they thought upon
His name. I have often told you, that as many a sweet flower blooms
on the mountain, which is never seen by mortal eyes, so many a child
of God is taken home to glory, that God had no use for here below. I
recollect one old man, many yeaTs ago; he seemed a sober and quiet
man; no one appeared to know anything about him, whether he feared
the Lord or loved Him; yet, when that man came to die, he triumphed
in the Lord Jesus, and His great salvation; so that he surprised all those
that were standing around him. Then, may the Lord keep you and me
D?Om narrow-mindedness; the dying thief, when on the cross, said, "Lord,
remember me, when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." If there are any
here that are staunch supporters of ehurch order, they may condemn me ;
but they will bring no guilt on the conscience; a child is as much a child
when the first breath is drawn as when the last. Dut to return; and we
will now look at a testimony or two of Isaiah, 45th chapter :-" Drop
down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness; let the earth open, and let tlJ.em bring forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up together." And when He bringeth in the first begotten
into the world, He saith, "Let all the angels of God worship Him."
Here we have the heavens dropping, and you never saw a drop but what
was perfect, and the earth the Virgin's womb, opening, and bringing forth
salvation; for, "Unto you, this day is born, in the city of David, a
Saviour, which is Ohrist the Lord;" "And the first-born, which openeth
the womb, is holy unto the Lord," and that is Jesus Ohrist, the Holy One
of Israel. Now, look into the 4th chapter, and there is a day spoken of:
" In that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, we will
eat our own bread;" then they had no appetite for the bread of God which
came down from heaven; "we will wear our own apparel;" they did
not need the righteousness or salvation of our most glorious Ohrist;
" only let "ifS be called by thy name;" and it would be a great breach of
civility to call anyone not a Ohristian. I have no objection for people to
call England a Ohristian land; because there are Ohristians in it, and
God hath the salt of the earth in this land; and, depend upon it, God
will never let that salt lose His SaVOUl?-not its savour, but His savour.
How blessed it is, passing on from what we have been looking at, our
mercy is to lay hold of eternal life, which is, Jesus Ohrist. " In that day
shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of
the ea1·th shall be excellent and comely. What is the fruit of the earth?
Himself. He is the fruit of the womb; but He is never called the fruit
of the loins; and as He is the fruit of the womb, He is the fruit of the
earth; and when He came lll? out of the earth in His resurrection, being
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delivered for our offences, raised again for our justification; here is the
first fruit of them that sleep; here are the fruits of the tree of life unfolded. He is the resurrection and the life, and we are the children of
the resurrection. I must quote another scriptmoe, which bears in, so
nicely, on this truth: "Forasmuch as' the children are partakers of flesh
and blood, He, also, Himself likewise, took part of the same, that, through
death, He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil."
I recollect standing by the bed-side of a dying saint, and we were talking together, as well as he could, concerning Jesus Ohrist; and I said to
him, "Friend John, is it all right?" " Oh, yes," said he, "it is all
right; for since I have been lying' here, I have seen my Ohrist, bearing
my sins in His body on the tree, and I know He hath put them away, for
I saw Him come up from the Edom of death, all glorious in His apparel,
and enter into the holiest without sin." Ah, beloved, a knowledge of
this will make you .live well, and die well; and these truths make the
Saviour dear to me, and Jesus all in all. I know it is far from an
orderly sermon; but we will praise the Lord together that we are his
earth, enclosed and wrapped up in Him, who is our eternal God and
refuge, and that not a particle of it will ever be lost. I shall soon lie
down in the earth, and experience the importance of that sentence: "Dust
thou art, and to dust thou shalt return." Vvell, say you, is there not
something chilling in the thougoht of it? Oh, no, for only hear what the
Lord saith in Psalm =ii, and He there speaks to his God and Father,
and saith, "Thou hast brought me" (according to the Hebrew, "Thou
hast set me") " in the dust of death." This is the great mystery of godliness; here is the Ohurch in union with our glorious Lord, and He will
fashion our vile bodies like unto His glorious body. There was a time I
used to tremble about death and dying, but I now feel a pleasure to be
living in a familiarity with death. Why? "Oonformable to the death
of Ohrist1.having fellowship with Him in His sufferings;" and to be, like
Paul, "crucified with Ohrist;" and, at the winding-up of all things,
every particle of His dust will be brought up and fashioned, and then out
it will come, "Here am I, and the children which God hath given me."
I would now ask what hath God taught you of these secrets? do you
know anything of them? By the power of God and the love of the Spirit,
are we living witnesses that we are God's husbandry? If we are, nothing
will be able to bring us "into condemnation before God." We will just
make a few remarks concerning the Spirit; and, fu'st, we will speak of it
as the Spirit of life, for everything short of that is death and disappointment; for if we could live as righteous as an angel, we should have
no union to, nor communion with Goel; we might have faith, so as to be
able to remove moUntains, but what would.it be without the Spirit of God?
There is no living godly short of the Spirit of life, and there is no fear of
God in the heart without the Spirit of God; there is no feeling a need of
Ohrist and salvation without the Holy Ghost, nor is there any peace or
joy in believing without the Spirit of God. These are important truths,
and without a knowledge of them in heartfelt experience, they are nothing'
to you or me; but if our bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost, He
declares, "Here will I dwell for ever, for I have a delight therein." All
living movements in living life, in union with the Lamb of God, are the
effects of the work (j,nd power, love, unction, and ministry of God the
eternal Spirit. How is it we cry, "Abba, Father." By the Spirit of
adoption. How is it we rejoice in Jesus Ohrist? As it is written, "We
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are the circumClslOn, which worship God in spirit and in truth; yea,
rejoice in Ohrist Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh." How is it
we are so unfit to live in peace or love with ourselves? Because of the
work and ministry, indwelling and unction of God the eternal Spirit; and
thus we are made fit to live in peace with God, through Jesus Ohrist ourLord.
Yet how troubled we are sometimes about a variety of things, for" the
heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked; who can know
it? "-none but those that have the Spirit of life; and this Spirit of life is
showing us daily, whatever we may look at, or think of, or try to rest on,
that this is not our rest, it is polluted. It was many years since God realized
that Scripture in my heart. I \fas just passing through a turnpike-gate
between Plymouth and Devonport, and I saw on a board written, "Notrust here;" and I have found it true on everything that stops short
of Jesus.JJhrist ever since. But I have the same fleshly disposition,
the same desires and longings as you have, but I find a vacuum in everything that stops short of the person, fulness, salvation, and preciousness
of our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To know these dear mercies
is worth living for. We find all the prophets were employed to write
God's book, and they were solely under the superintendence of God the
eternal Spirit, and they wrote and spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost; and I say that you and I, readers, if taught of God, and they
the writers, have but one mind, heart, and spirit, in the fulness of the
same. The more we read God's Bible, anel the more God instructs us in
the truth, we find a freshness and newness in them, as God opens the
Scripture to us. We read of two cherubim on the mercy-seat face to face;
here we see the Jewish and Gentile Ohurch meet in one centre in the
person, fulness, and salvation of our Lord Jesus Ohrist. I shall-not attempt
an explanation of the promise of our God of the Holy Ghost, but the grand
feature of the prophet's testimony is in reference to God the Son, and the
pouring out of the Spirit, not on the Jewish Church only, but also on
the Gentile; therefore how delightful by faith to take our stand as living
witnesses of the truth of what is recorded in Isaiah xliv.: "I will pour
water upon- him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will
pour my Spirit upon thy seed," &c. Who is the speaker? - Goel the
Father. Who is He speaking to ?-God the Son. Who are the seed?the Ohurch of the living God, as you read in Psalm xxii.: "A seed shall
serve him: it shall be counted to the Lord for a generation." And what a
view David had of this in Psalm lxviii., when he saith, "He that is our
God is the God of salvation;" and" unto God the Lord belong the issues
from death." Who are they ?-the seed of Ohrist; those born of God and
begotten of the Father unto an "inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away." Most g~adly, therefore, will I rather g'lory in my
infirmities, that the power of Ohrist may rest upon me. Amen.
FORGETTING THE OFFENCE.-A person came to Mr. Longdon one day,
and said, "I have something against you, and I am come to tell you of
it." "Do walk in, sir," he replied; "you are my best friend; if I could
but engage my friends to be faithful with me, I should be sure to prosper;
but, if you please, we will both pray in the first place, and ask the blessing of God upon our interview." Mter they rose from their knees, and
had been much blessed together, he said, "Now, I will thank you, my
brother, to tellme what it is that you have against me." "Oh," said the
man, "I really don't know what it is; it is all gone, and I believe I was
in the wrong."
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LETTER BY THE LATE REV. G. D. DOUDNEY.
illS RAILWAY ACCIDENT.

PlJIllouth, 26th May, 1863.

My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST JEsus.-Immediately after I issued the
last part of the Gospel Lectures, which completed the first half of the fifth
volume, I had an attack of influenza, which left me with very serious
inflammation in my eyes, which for many months compelled me to lay
aside my pen. However, after a time, I was so far wavering, as, with
the aid of spectacles, to make some progress with another part, when it
pleased the Lord to permit a severe accident to befal me, through a fearful
collision upon our railway, by which I nearly lost my left eye, and the
sight of the right "as greatly affected. This, together with the shock
upon my nerves and brain, produced by violent concussion which took
place when I received the fearful blow upon my head, from which I have
not yet fully recovered, stopped me again, much to my grief. Still it was
a most merciful visitation, since, if the blow had diverged to the right or
to the left, it might have proved fatal either to me or my dear wife, who
suffered with me. She was sitting opposite to me, and, she being thrown
forward, our heads came in violent contact with each other. I still hope I
shall live to do a little more building up and establishing work, under the
beloved Holy Spirit's divine leadings and po"er, to the IDore-thanever-dear-to-me Little Faiths in the Lord's living family. I have, in the
midst of all, great cause for gratitude that, through the whole of this, I
have not been laid aside, for a single Sunday, from my precious pulpitwork, in which I have my sweetest moments of blessed communion.
Though often feeling most unfit in myself, and especially after myaccident, when I was forbidden to preach by my medical man, he greatly
fearing my brain had been affected by the shock, I "as enabled to go on
in the strength of the Lord, and He never failed me. Indeed, when the
doctor said to me, "I must really forbid your preaching on Sunday," this
word of the Lord's came in with such sweet power, "I will go in the
strength of the Lord God: I will make mention of Thy righteousness, even
of Thine only," that my mind was instantly made up. I went and
preached with my eyes darkened,. but with my soul full of light, life, and
power, much to my own consolation and that to the comfort of others. I
rejoice to add that I am now beginning to get on "ith my lectures again.
I have seven written, and purpose going on until I have twelve finished j
then I shall, if the Lord will, publish a quarter volume, which will be
equal to three parts, and form the third quarter of the fifth volume, after
which, as I may be enabled, I shall bring out quarter volumes at intervals
as I may be led and assisted by the Lord. This I feel will be better than
attempting to keep up a monthly visit, the failure of which disappoints
my friends, and was a great course of harassing discomfort to myself.
But all depends upon the Lord; He will have His own work done in His
own way. I have sometimes thought the Lord laid His hand upon me to
compel me to rest that I might not use myself up too soon. I had had
many warnings that I "as attempting too much; that the Lord is with
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me I have the sweetest proofs in my pulpit, therefore I feel my visitations
have been in mercy and not in judgment.
I remain, my dear brother, affectionately yours in our precoious Lord
Jesus.
(Signed)
G. D. DOUDNEY.
THE REV. DR. HEWLETT TO AN INQUIRING CORRESPONDENT, "J. N."
As I believed, my beloved brother, the Editor of the Gospel Magazine,
has allowed me to reply to your inquiries made under the supposition that
the' Christian Cottager's Magazine was still in course of publication. I
would rejoice with you, dear sir, that God has so evidently been your
teacher that you can no longer recei,e as the truth without testing by the
word of God, all that you hear or read; that you no longer, Pharisee
like, think yourself better than others, or imagine that you can by the
performance of a duty at one time, make up for its neglect at a former
time. I am also inclined to say that I feel thankful that you "feel the
devil constantly at your elbow," and that you feel and know that" evil
thoughts arise even in your prayers." Would this seem strange to you?
My meaning is that this is the experience of all who are taught of God
from the days of the apostle Paul, "\lho lamented this same state of mind,
" When I would do good, evil is present with me" (Rom. vii. 21); and a
very sweet poet of our own Church has aptly described the same state of
mind in the verse,
" I would, but cannot praise;
I would, but cannot pray;
For Satan meets me when I try,
And frights my sonl away."
I do not then wonder that the enemy of souls should take advantage of a
state of mind which he himself has helped to produce, to create doubts
and fears as to the reality of the "\lork of God in your soul; to make you
sometimes think that you are" too "\licked to be one of God's elect. But
although this is the case, you mus b'y to bear in mind that while you are
for ever justified in God's sight by the perfect obedience of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, so that you stand" complete in Him "-" accepted
in the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6), no cllange is made in the nature which you
brought into the world as a corrupt descendant of a corrupt head; "that
which is born of the flesh is flesh" (John iii. 6): and the work of God's
grace in a believer's soul is to enable him to overcome the workings of
the carnal nature, to mortify the flesh with the lusts and corruption of
the old man, and to live according to the dictates of the new principle as
strengthened by the Holy Ghost.
I have always protested against the idea that baptism with water and
regeneration by the Holy Ghost are 1'llseparably connected in the case of
either adults or infants. If you cOllSider the account which is given of
Simon Magus, I think you will be convinced that he -was not" born
again" either before baptism or in baptism; for Peter told him that he
was" in the gall of bitterness and the bond of iniquity."
I have 'not been able to put my hands on the books referred to in the
Christian Cottager's Magazine, but r have sent a small pamphlet to your
address, which I think may be of use to you.
The passages of Scripture to which you have been referred have little
reference to the subject.. Supposing for a moment that John iii. 6 does
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refer to baptism, what does it assert? That while water admits the professor into the outward or visible church, the birth by the Spirit is necessary to admit into the living Ohurch in union with her living Head, the
Lord Jesus. Of 1 001'. vii. 14, I should say the baptism of the parents,
or of one of them, is spoken of as conferring on the children the special
privilege of right to baptism; and so it was understood by the" judicious
Hooker," and therefore proves nothing as regards the gift of the Holy
SpiJ:it. In Titus ill. 5 the sign is put for the thing signified; the Zaver of
regeneration for the purification from sin by the power of the Holy Spirit.
"The sacrament of baptism is selected as being the initiatory rite of
discipleship, to represent all the outward means and ordinances; all the
hopes and privileges implied in the condition of discipleship."- Webster.
Gal. ill. 27 decides nothing of the sort; for as outward baptism puts on
Ohrist professionally, so inward baptism puts on OhJ:ist J·eally.
The passage 2 001'. v. 17 asserts a blessed truth, but says nothing of
water baptism.
.
As for the assertion that a man" cannot be a consistent member of the
Ohurch of England unless he believes that all who are baptized with
water without exception receive the Holy Ghost in and by baptism," it is
siJnply a mistake; because it has been decided by the highest court of
judicature in the realm in the case "Gm'ham versus the Bishop of
Exeter," that a member of the Ohurch of England is not bound so to
believe. This enters on another branch of this interesting subject, which
I may at some future tiJne be able to find time to say something on.
At present let me give you, by way of encouragement, a word of advice,
to think and strive more and more that by God's blessing on His~ospel
faithfully preached, you "may grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Ohrist."
To His gracious care I desire to commend you, and subscribe myself
yours affectionately in Him and for His sake,
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.
LETTER BY THE LATE REV. F. SILVER.
Camberwell, 12 Noy., 1863.

My BELOVED FELLOW LABOURER IN TilE LORD'S VINEYARD,-May the
Lord grant us every personal and ministerial blessing, to do all in His
strength, and our l!;tbour will never be in vain. I have nearly completed
a little work, a Scriptural testing of the presence of our Lord Jesus Ohrist,
containing a warning to believers of the perseeution which is near at hand,
which all our ancient witnesses, for two hunch'ed years, believed would
ensue before the destruction of the Papal beast.
Yom: observation on Matt. xxviii. 19 is very correct, and is confirmed
by the conduct of the apostles: see Acts viii. 15-17; and xix. 2-6.
Since the Plymouth brethren introduced water baptism into their party,
the baptism of the Holy Spirit is excluded, and even prayer to Him is
declared to be no longer necessary! Thus, they do not pray to the Trinity
in Unity, nor the Unity in Trinity.
Bless the Lord, our God and Father hath revealed His eternal purpose,
the good pleasure of His will (Eph. i. 3, 4); and all whom He effectually
calls are saved and called, according to His purpose and grace, given us
in Ohrist Jesus before the world began. To all such, He is the. Father of
mercies, and the God of all comfort; and comforts us in every tribulation,
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that we may comfort others with the comfort wherewith we are comforted
of God. He saves us according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, which He shed on us
abundantly, through Jesus Oill:ist our Saviour; that, being justified by His
grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life,
which God, that 'cannot lie, promised before the world began, which He
gave us in His Son, and with Him He freely gives us all things! I find
I want to be quickened every morning, according to His judgments and
lovingkindness, that I may live in the power of, Christ's resurrection, and
realize in my heart the blessedness of being for ever with Him as the
earthly house of my tabernacle is being lowered.
Resurrection, blessedness, and redemption, mercies to enjoy, will lift us
above all the unkindness of our brethJ:en, as well as the evil that is in the
world; this is my daily prayer, for I am kept very poor, and needy, and
thirsting fm the water of life. I doubt not that I am so kept, because the
Lord knows the pride of my heart must be subdued.
It was the saying of a good man, that John, of whom the Lord said
there was none like Him in the earth, yet was so humble that he was
not ashamed to own his poor relations, for he said corruption was his father
and the worms his mother and sisters! " And I," said Abraham, "who
am dust and ashes, have taken upon me to speak unto the Lord."
" He that is down needs fear no fall,
He that is low no pride;
He that is humble ever shall
Have God to be his guide."

1-

It is said the people shall dwell alone, and so it must be, for truth will
not agree with falsehood. Pray for me; I do for you daily. (2 Thess.
iii. 16; 2 Cor. xiii. 14.)
F. SILVER.

WHOLESOME WORDS FROM A NEW-GLORIFIED DISCIPLE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

BELOVED IN THE LORD,-Permit me to send you a few thoughts on the
person, blood, and name of Oill: mod. precious dearest Lord Jesus Christ,
who is Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, which was, and
is, and is to come-the Almighty, saith the Lord.
And where shall such a poor sinner as myself begin the task on such a
profound depth, where heights are lost, and depths unfathomed lie, where
angels of higher order can only desire to look into. I can only give you
a few Scriptural thoughts on the subject. Our I,ord tells us to search the
Scriptures. These are they that testify of me. First talk of His glorious
person who is God over all, blessed for evermore; and to talk of Him
we must go beyond the narrow boundaries of time, before Adam's dust
was fashioned into man, before angels sang creation's morn, or the
morning stars sang together, or the Sons of God shouted for joy'; aye,
long before that. Read the eighth chapter of Proverbs: there we read
in full, "I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the
earth was." I need not quote to you all the verses; you can read them
at your leisure: these Scriptures are sufficient to prove His Godhead.
Let me trace Him a little further: as the prophet Hosea tells us, "Then
shall we KllOW, following on to know the Lord; His goings have been of old,
even from everlasting, when He went forth for salvation, even for salvation
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with or for His anointed." Read the ninth chapter of Isaiah, speaking of
His incarnation, and of His person: "His name shall be called W onderful, Oounsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." What precious, endearing names are these to a poor lost ruined
sinner, are they not? Will you let me talk a little about His name, as
well as His person? His name is ever dear to His Ohurch; His name is
as the ointment poured forth; therefore do the Virgins love Thee, which
is His Ohurch. Read the 72nd Psalm: "His name shall endure for
ever: His name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be
blessed in Him: and all nations shall call Him blessed. And blessed be
His glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with His
glory: Amen, and Amen." And shall you and I be silent not to join the
long amen? I would say God forbid; nay, willjoin the everlasting song,
and crown Him Lord of all; worthy is the Lamb. Again, let me trace
Him through the New Testament, from His birth to His death, to His
resurrection, to His ascension into glory, where He ever liveth to make
intercession for llS; saying, "Father, I will that all them Thou hast
given me may be with me to behold my glory; the glory I had with
Thee before the world was;" aye,. and His prayer is sure to prevail.
God His Father has given Him a name that is above every name, that at
the name of J esllS, every knee shall bow of things on earth and things in
heaven; who is the image of the invisible God, the first born of every
creature, the first begotten from the dead. What a precious Ohrist!
·Why, our Ohrist is a double gift to His Ohurch-the gift of God, and the
gift by grace. Would to God I could speak more of Him! What shall
I say about His precious blood ?-it may well be called precious blood.
One drop of it is of more value than all the rivers of blood shed under the
law: that could never take away sin. Aaron went into the holy place
with blood of others, but our Ohrist is gone into heaven with His own
blood, ever living in the presence of God for us. Some will say there is
no blood in heaven; then I will say there is no person-there is no
living person-without blood. Was Ohrist a living person or not when
He ascended up from Mount Bethany? when He said, "This same Jesus
whom ye see ascend, shall in like manner descend?" The same Jesus,
not another; nay, He is J:esus Ohrist, the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever. Thus, beloved, I have given you my thoughts on the person,
blood, and name of our most glorious Ohrist. We may vary in our
thoughts; no doubt you will smile at my grammar and unconnected
sayings. I am no grammarian, Hebrew scholar, neither an eloquent
orator, you say; I see that; but, blessed be God, I am all right in the
main. I do not rest on externals nor internals, but I live on eternals.
God bless you, my brother; as a brother I write you; I will say of you,
. as the maid said of Peter, " Surely thou art one of them, for thy speech
bewrayeth thee."
WM. DWELLEY.
AN OLD PILGRIM'S TESTIMONY, AND SMILING AT DEATH.
To the Editor of the Gospel Mngazine.
·Wrotham, Kent.

SIR,-As a constant reader of your valuable GOSPEL MAGAZINE for now
nearly forty bygone years, and also of JONATHAJ.' since its first appearance,
I cannot but congratulate you on the sound gospel production it from
time to time it adorns its leaves, and hope the writer can say, after so

438

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

LAu:;ust 1, 1866.

many years' perusal of it, he finds many of its pieces more savoury than in
some gone-by years, and the hope few years longer of my stay below to
be a still constant reader ofit. While its pages are adorned with such full,
weighty, gospel men as my dear and intimate friend for numbers of bygone years, Mr. Wallinger, and then also of that dear man of God whose
sweet pieces warm the heart, Mr. Oowell, and also a Mr. Bushitt, and the
dear editor, and many others, I cannot but wish it God-speed in the
name of a triune J ehovah. May, then, years with the dear editor yet be
spared, for many years to come forward advocating that precious -Gospel
of Ohrist that is now fast dwindling away and getting very scarce in our
_
pulpits.
To strangers to each other in Jesus it is time I should say who is
the writer. First I would say, a fellow-traveller with yourself to Zion,
having been called out of the land of Goshen now about sixty years, and
not yet arrived at sweet home, though, with my dear wife who has been
one of Zion's travellers a few years longer than the writer, and now our
lives are only three.score years and ten we do not feel disposed to ask for
a renewal, but are waiting for the messenger's call, saying, "The Master
is come, and calleth for thee." "Child, come home."
Well, dear friend, I have now before me your letter to me, accompanied
with one of your sweet little productions," Try," which you there beg my
acceptance of for the interest taken in GOSPEL MAGAZINE work, which I had
for friend and self six copies of, directed Mr. William Harrison, Hadlow,
Kent, dated February 2nd, 1857. Now, dear fi.;iend, you will recollect who
the writel' is. It was my lot to be first place at the above place about forty
odd years, where at an early period the Lord revealed Himself to me and
in me, as the only refuge of one of the fallen race of a fallen parent, and
to show me and teach me that Ris precious blood cleanseth of all sin.
Shall I give you the sweet text, "the Lord direct your heart into the love
of God and the patient waiting for C'hrist." It may afford you comfort to
extract a little more honey out of it. I would just add, under the Wesleyan denomination, where I stood a<; a member about six years, but not
finding that food I wanted my steps were directed eleven miles distant.
Under the ministry of that dear faithful man of God, now gone home, the
Rev. THOMAS SHIRLY, of Seven Oaks, where myself and wife stood as
members till his death, about forty years, and at whose private table as
well as the Lord's table, I constantly fed; and my dear wife as often as
she could; and I am not aware for years but what my seat was occupied by
myself of a morning regardless of the weather-a feast provided the
guest invited.
And now, dear friend, if I turn my attention to ten or eleven miles
road I scarcely know where to drop on a faithful ministry; we gain on the.
surface, but lose ip. the depth. But time admonishes me. Should these
few broken sentences meet, or any part, your approval, you are at
liberty to use them; they may be a comfort to those just entering on the
journey of life; and, if spared, at a future day, I may enter more fully on
the past and the present as regards the pilgrim's journey and the provision on the way. It is now about eighty years since I left my last
abode, and living where I now do.
And now, dear friend, one thing that induced me to write to you now
is, that a few days ago I received a note from a dear young man, heavenborn and heaven-bound, and friend of mine, to inform me of the death of
his dear mother, living some miles from here. And when my eyes wel'e
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fixed on those words, "with a smile," &6., I could but say, "What has
God wrought, and what can He not do ?" I have sent you a correct copy
of the note, thinking you would like to give it a corner in the Magazine.
W.H.

-...-

1'. H., Kent, April 11, 1866.
My DEAR SIR,-Through wondrous grace, rcan truly say, Rejoice with me,
my dearly beloved mother is with the Lord. She sweetly fell asleep at seven
o'clock on Saturday morning, smiling on my father, my sister, and myself, in
perfect peace, resting only on the precious blood as a lost, ruined sinner.
" Jesus only," " Jesus only," "Precious Jesus," were almost her last words.
Dear father, calm and composed,-Yours truly, &c.,
G. H., jun.

Fearless she enter'd Jordan's flood,
At peace with heaven she closed her eyes;
Her only trust was Jesu's blood,
In SlU'e and certain hope to rise.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel ]!Iagazine.

My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD JEsus,-How rapidly pass away the
months, bringing us with equal rapidity to our eternal home! How
necessary it is to live in the constant exercise of the soul on unseen
realities, that we may not be called at unawares; and yet how difficult it
is, with all the powers of the body and of the natural mind pulling or
binding us down to earth, and its cares, its joys, and its delights, to
rise above the things that are seen. How are we reminded of Toplady's
lines" Fain would I mount, fain would I glow,
And loose my cable from below;
But I can only spread the sail,
Thou, Thou must breathe th' auspicious gale."
'While we are in the flesh ""I\e have to contend with an enemy which
is truly of our "own household "-an ever-present, aetire, 8t~'rrin(J foe,
which is not obedient to the law of God-which has no sympathy with
God's dear Son, either in His trials and sufferings, or victories and glory,
in league with our greatest enemy, and set on by him to think, to speak,
and to act" after the flesh." But, thanks be to God, we have also the
new man which, "after God, is created in righteousness and true holiness," the dwelling-place of Jehoyah the Spirit; and hence, though the
flesh lust against the spirit, the spirit also lusteth against the flesh,
preventing its rule, and preventing the believer from doing what his fleshly
nature would urge him to; or, at least, putting a drag on its wheels as
shall prevent it from overturning his hopes, his peace, and his confidence.
Again, in Jesus our covenant Head "dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily;" and out" of His fulness we receive grace to help in
time of need;" and, that we may be frequent recipients, we are exhorted to "come boldly to the throne of grace;" while, to encourage us
in our approaches, we are reminded that we have "a High Priest over
the house of God," who can be "touched with the feeling of our infir-
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rnities." Thus are we exercised, that our faith may grow exceedingly,
that we may be ever ready" to give a reason of the hope that is in us
to every man that asketh with meekness and fear," that the" fellowheirs" with us of the grace of life may be benefited, and that God may
be glorified by us.
God sometimes blesses a word incidentally spoken to bring His children
to Himself in prayer. May He bless these desultory remarks to some
of His dear ones. You have doubtless heard that the Lord has removed
from this earthly scene of labom and toil, to his heavenly home, our
beloved brother, the Rev. Thos. Owen, of Leicester. I have known
him for more than thirty years-a man greatly honoured and blessed of
his Lord. May the Lord raise up many such, if it be His own most
holy will.
Believe me, yom affectionate brother,
ALFRED HEWLEfT.

A OAUTIONARY WORD, FROM AN OLD OORRESPONDENT.
To the EditCYI" of the Gospel Magazine.

I

SIR,-Making all due and Ohristian allowance for diversities inexpression and degrees in light, you must permit me to put in a caveat against
the first of the "Sacred Maxims" contained in the June number of
your Gospel Magazine. It reads thus: "Whenever a dead sinner touches
a crucified Jesus, he is made ali,e." For a corpse to "touch," under
any circumstances is somewhat no,el, and one would suppose the
absmdity of the figure -would strike an intelligent mind. But this is
the divinity of the day. "The priests prophesy falsely, and the people
love to have it so."
Your new correspondent, under the old initial of "~.," informs us
spiritual Koh-i-p09rs "may be had for the seeking." Diamonds are
not so plentiful in this part of the world; nor did the possessor of the
Koh-i-noor obtain it for seeking, but by purchase. The truth is, dead
sinners set no value upon Christ, and have neither the will nor the
power to seek Him. This David knew, which mado him say by divine
teaching, "When Thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto
Th.ee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek." Isaiah preached the same doctrine,
"I am sought of them that asked not for me; I am found of them
that sought me not;" which the apostle Paul, in his epistle to the
Romans (x. 20), quotes in proof that the Gospel of salvation is wholly
of grace, from first to last.
It is popular to tell dead sinners to seek the Lork, and to urge upon.
the unregenerate to perform spiritual acts; but, with whatever proportion of truth such doctrines are mixed, it is only the old Arminian
heresy, which wants to get the start- of God. Moral man is pleased at
the idea of taking the initiative in anything, and especially in religion.
But such a gospel giveg no offence, and conveys no power. It may
del~de mo~'tals into a Ireligion hthat
die wkhenwillthey die , and thaht is
as lar as It can go.
trust t ese lew remar s e t
b ak en, as t ey
are meant, in a spirit of Gospel love to the truth, and a jealous concern for the doctrines of grace, which in this day are as strange sounds
in the ears of many.
A. B. H.
Yours, in the unity of the one faith,

:m
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ESOAPE OF A NUN FROM LIMERICK OONVENT.
(From the" Cork Constittdion.")
A FEW weeks ago, a lady who had taken what is called the" black veil,"
and was for eleven years an inmate in a convent in Limerick, effected her
escape from the walls of the establishment. She had doubts for some
time respecting the truth of Romish doctrine, and especially saw the
absurdity of transubstantiation. Her scruples were, as a matter of course,
treated by her confessor as the emanations of Satan, and though for eleven
years she had never seen a Bible, yet she believed Christ's word, and her
own senses, that, as far as His bodily presence, He is not here, but in
heaven: "I am no more in the world," "Me ye have not always," &c.
She resolved to make her escape; but how could she accomplish it ? She
was fortunate enough to procure an old cloak belonging to a servant ofthe
convent, and at a late hour got out of her bedroom window, and wrapping
herself in the cloak, and imitating the old woman's voice, she happily
passed out unquestioned at the gate. On her first entrance in the street,
she encountered one of the priesthood, and her heart died with fright lest
she should be recognized and dragged back; but stooping low, and
imitating the old woman's gait, she passed in safety. She went on, and
met a watchman, and requested to be shown to a Protestant clergyman's
house. On reaching the door she was told by the servant that his master
never saw anyone after a certain hour. She begged in vain to see him,
but at last, finding access impossible, she requested to be directed to the
residence of some other clergyman. She saw this gentleman, told her
story, threw off her cloak, and discovered the abhorred livery of a nun
beneath. She was kindly received, clad in the civilized garments of his
wife, safely housed, and after some days sent home to her ll·iends. The
priests are puzzled "hat to say, and one had the ingenuity to suggest that
his flock should beware of a certain individual who assumed the form of
a certain nun, but who was in reality only the devil, for the nun was safe
in her convent in Limerick. This was a very natural excuse for one who
denies the evidence of the senses in other matters. Such is the tale of the
escaped nun. It is, I believe, true in all respects. No wonder that the
inspection of convents should be regarded with horror by the Italian
priests and their party, for if those doors were opened many would rush
out. How many broken hearts remain within those prison walls, sighing
in vain for ll'eedom in a so-called land of liberty! This nun is the third
who has escaped ll'om that convent. How very necessary that convents
should have barred-up gates and windows! Facts have been communicated
to us which leave no doubt of the truth of the statement. She is only
twenty-eight, but after eleven years of conventual immurement her hair
is grey.
THE POPE AND THE FREEMASONS.
AT a meeting of the Herefordshire Freemasons, recently, the Provincial
Grand Master (Rev. Dr. Bowles) took occasion to allude to the recent
Papal malediction on the Freemasons :RR
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" He end.s by bestowing upon us most emphatically his apostolic curse.
Is it not a pitiable sight, brethren, to behold, in the nineteenth century,
this venerable Rip Van Winkle of the Vatican stone-blind alike to the
storied past and pregnant future-groping his way amidst the darkness
of bygone ages in search of obsolete weapons with which to assault
freedom of thought and speech, destroy the rights of the human mind,
and fasten an iron yoke on the necks of the people? Is it not pitiable to
behold a fallible aged man, unconscious of the dark omens which are
gathering around him, clutching with trembling fingers the papal thunderbolts, in the vain attempt to make men religious and virtuous by
paralyzing their minds through terror, and depriving them of that freedom
which is essential to the intellectual, moral, and religious progress of
human nature? I am shocked by the dishonour which this allocution
casts on God and virtue by its debasing conceptions of our moral nature,
and of the divine by its cruel disruption of the ties of human and
Christian brotherhood, by its virulent attack on an ancient and widespread community, which flourished when Popes were not, and shall
continue to flourish in undecaying vigour when they are not; which
possesses within itself so many institutions consecrated to hlUnanity which
endeavour to realize the character of brethren, and to give its full effect
to that sublime invocation in which we are taught to address the Maker
of us all as 'Our Father.' You see, brethren, by this allocution that
the spirit of intolerance and persecution is the same in all ages. It has
been 90mpelled to forego the branding-iron and the rack, the faggot and
the stake, but it still breathes venom from its lips, and attempts to impose
upon us the dreams and fictions of men for the everlasting truth of God."
Having quoted, in contrast to the Pope's curse, Abd-el-Kader's opinion
in favour of Freemasonry, the Doctor concluded : "Now, it seems to me that Abd-el-Kader, Infidel and J\iIussulman
though he be, is in spirit a much better Ohristian than the Pope."

..

'

RITUALISM.
IN the recent debate on the subject of ritualism, in the House of Lords,
the Bishop of Oashel said that the noble Marquis could make no charge
against him, because in his diocese there was not a single church where
any of the practices complained of were carried on. It was not in
Protestant churches, but in Oatholic chapels, that they had what was
called the corporeal presence, and altars, and oblations. He was most
happy that there were no such exhibitions in Protestant churches, and he
hoped that in this country, where they had been declared on good
authority to be illegal, that the good sense and the good feeling of pious
but mistaken men would induce them to give up the practices.
The Bishop of Oarlisle said it was impossible for anyone who knew
what was going on in some churches not to be of opinion that endeavours
were being made, not only to introduce the Ohurch of Rome into this
country, but also to import the Ohurch of Rome into the Ohni'ch of
England. He Ilympathized with every well-considered motion to put a
stop to the practices complained of; and, as evidence of the extent to
which they existed, he would read, with their lordships' permission, a
most trustworthy letter, which he had received from one who, though
formerly a not undistinguished member of the Ohurch of Rome, had since,

~
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been ordained a clergyman of the Ohurch of England. Giving an account
of the ceremony at which he had been present, he wrote:" I was present at the Holy Oommunion at - - , and you may imagine
my astonishment at witnessing the biggest piece of profanation I ever
saw, when I tell you that the whole of the service was a mockery, and a
forced imitation of the Roman Oatholic High Mass. From beginning to
end the celebrant intoned, or rather spun out, every portion of the service,
so as to make the whole appear as annoying as possible. The choristers
were present at the consecration and the Oommunion, in their stalls.
The celebrant knelt before the Oommunion table in adoration, and at the
end the choir began to chant, 'Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant
depart in peace,' &c.; and, to complete the scene, the celebrant carried
the chalice, covered with a green napkin, and the corporal case, just like
a Roman Oatholic priest! I have been myself a priest in the Ohurch of
Rome; but.1 believe I would rather assist at a Mass than at a Oommunion service such as I have described. The one has antiquity and
a ceremonial adapted to it; the latter is a downright profanation of the
sacred rite, tortured by whimsical and private observances, and utterly
deprived of the gravity and devotion so essential to our Scriptural Supper
of the Lord."
Although fully appreciating the motive which induced the noble
Marquis to bring forward this subject, he thought it would have been
better, after the anpouncement made by his Right Rev. friend on the
previous day, if the noble Marquis had postponed his motion lUltU he
had seen what the Bench of Bishops intended to do.

lassing

(ibeltts.-~

itonth1n Jate.

"Can ye not <li£oern the signs of the times? "-MATT.

XYl.

3.

How rapidly important events succeed each other! In our last we briefly
chronicled the commencement of a continental war. Since then numerous
engagements have taken place, several battles have been fought, a great
nation severely beaten, and (as is computed) upwards of 150,000 men killed,
wounded, or taken prisoners. The Italians, at the opening of the campaign,
dashed bravely within the limits of the celebrated Quadrilateral, but were
well punished for their temerity. Their allies, the Prussians, have been more
successful; after gaining several smaller battles, they completely routed their
opponents at Gitschin, Nachod, and Sadowa, near Koniggratz. In the latter
battle nearly half a million of men were engaged, and the slaughter is said to
have been frightful. Of one regiment of the Prussians, numbering nearly
3,000 men and 90 officers, only some 400 men and two officers came out
unscathed. If this were the condition of the conquerors, what must have
been that of the conquered? We heal' of whole battalions being destroyed;
of the ground being strewn for miles with their dead; of pontoons laden with
living ii'eights swept away, entombing all upon them; of cavalry and artillery
riding down masses of trembling fugitives; and of every available house being
turned into a hospital. Such are some of the horrors of war, but there are
other horrors lying deeper; as a contemporary observes: "There can be little
doubt that in the cottages, the stables-aye, and in the sheds and highways
around Gitchin! Nachod, and Koniggratz, there is just now a mass of human
anguish and of human woe which might well make the proudest conqueror
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pause even in the full career of victory. Those who are already' sleeping
the sleep that knows no waking,' who have been' done to death' by the
bullet, the grapeshot, and the sabre, are to be numbered, not by hundreds,
but by thousands-it may be even by tens of thousands. Yet everyone
represents a gap in some happy home, far off on the banks of the Rhine, on
the plains of Hungary, on the wild Croatian border, or, it may be, in some
fair old Lombard city. There are aching hearts, and swollen eyes, in families
who can but guess, perhaps, even at the causes of the strife, and have only
the pOOl' consolation of knowing that their once loved one has fallen, as a
soldier should fall, with his face to the foe, in the service of king or kaiser, as
the case may be. So far as their mortal careel' is concerned, they' rest from
their labours.' But around their shallow graves is concentrated a band
quadrupling them in number, many of whom must envy the fate of those
whose frames are at least no longer racked by the agonies of open and
neglected wounds, by the torments of thirst as the life-blood ebbs slowly
away, by the consciousness that prolonged existence, even if vouchsafed to
them, can only be an existence of pain, of poverty, and of privation."
The" art of war," it is said, has made great progress in the present century,
and the present contest seems to confirm the remark. Never before have
such, and so many, deadly weapons been used, never has such celerity been
displayed in grouping masses of men together, and deciding the issue of a
campaign. We are almost glad of this; it seems to point to a period when
nations shall learn war no more, when from absolute necessity they shall
"beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruninghooks."
The more the power of destructive weapons is developed, the less will be the
likelihood of their being used; for tlle more the chance,of escape is lessened,
the more will men avoid the danger. ",Ve regret to see that the armistice
proposed by France and Austria has been rejected, and that thus the settlement of the questions at issue between the combatants is apparently as far
off as ever.
The Ministry has once more become changed; we trust for the better,
although we confess that we are not very sanguine in our expectations. In
many respects the administration of the late Government was most unsatisfactory; nothing could be much worse than the miserable truckling to
Romanism, the weak aiming at popularity, and the utter disregard to the
interests of true religion which repeatedly marked it. The words of Lord
Falkland, spoken in the House of Commons upwards of 200 years ago, are
not inapplicable to it; his lordship said: "The truth is, Mr. Speaker, it
seemed the work of these men was to try how much of a Papist might be
brought in without Popery, and to destroy as much as they could of the
Gospel without bringing themselves into danger of being destroyed by the
law. Mr. Speaker, to go yet farther, some of them have so industriously
laboured to deduce themselves from Rome, that they have given great suspicion that in gratitude they desire to return thither, or at least to meet it
half-way. Some have evidently laboured to bring in an English, though not
a Roman Popery. Nay, common fame is more than ordinarily false, if none
of them have found a way to reconcile the opinions of Rome to the preferments of England; and be so absolutely, directly, cordially Papists, that it is
all that £1,500 a-year can do to keep them from confessing it." But the
recent change gives us little hope of reformation. We cannot but remember
that the present leader is one who could give a well-merited rebuke to Popcry
one year, and recall his words in the next, tendering a humble apology. We
cannot but remember also that the Romanist members of the House of
Commons still form a distinctly thinl lJa?'ty, and that their support is absolutely essential for either of the other parties to stand or win. Whilst this
is the case, who can wonder if our Protestantism fade away? Alas for our
Protestant nation!
We are thankful to hear that the Cattle Plague is disappearing. It has
not been a universal scourge; but where it has fallen, it has fallen heavily.
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The county of Cumberland has suffered severely, but is now, with some other
counties, quite free. Surely this is an answer to our prayers, and a most
merciful answer too. Had this plague continued as long as it did during the
last century, our loss might have been ten times as great. We know indeed
that there are some who, having no cattle of their own to lose, are inclined to
treat the matter very lightly; it was reported of a preacher the other day,
that he expressed his belief in the plague's being a national benefit, inasmuch
as it merely deprived us of one of our already too numerous luxuries, viz.,
"roast beef." Prayer he thought in such a case was altogether unnecessary!
We think that if the preacher had had a few herds of his own, his story would
have been different; but sm'ely only the grossest ignorance could thus
describe so serious a visitation, involving, as it has already done, a large
amount of distress, and the complete ruin of many of our rural population.
A most sad calamity has come upon the Holy Land-a literal plague of
locusts. A writer says, "The locusts passed over Jerusalem in countless
hosts, as though all the swarms in the world were let loose, and the whir of
their wings was as the sound of chariots. At times they appeared in the air
like some great snowdrift, obscuring the sun, and casting a shadow upon the
earth. Men stood in the streets and looked up, and their faces 'gathered
blackness.' At intervals those which were tired or hungry descended on
the little gardens in the city, and in an incredibly short time all that was
green disappeared. They ran up the walls, they sought out every blade of
grass or weed growing between the stones, and after eating to satiety, they
gathered in their ranks along the ground or on the tops of the houses. It is
no marvel that as Pharaoh looked at them, he called them 'this death.'
One locust has been found near Bethlehem measuring more than five inches
in length. It is covered ,vith a hard shell, and has a tail like a scorpion.
People wait with expectation for that which will come next."
India, too, is suffering greatly from famine; most deplorable are the
accounts which reach us. Truly the Lord's judgments are in the earth: may
its inhabitants learn righteousness. Our country at this time is especially
favoured; may we remember and value our blessings.
A new effort is being made for the liberation of 20,000 Post Office officials
from Sunday duty. Practically, these 20,000 labourers have no day of rest
throughout the year. Many of them are entirely prevented from attending
any place of worship, and whilst being miserably paid, they are harassed and
worn out with their labour. Some have to walk twenty-four miles every day;
others are on duty upwards of eleven hours each day, viz., from 5.45 to 10.30
in the morning, from 1 to 4.30 in the afternoon, and again from 7.30 to 10.30
at night. One says, "I can perform my duty cheerfully for six days, but I
feel the Sunday work to be the curse of my labour." Surely, this being the
case, it is the duty of every Ohristian, and the duty of a professedly Ohristian
country, to obtain for these over-worked labourers some little relaxation-at
least one day's rest out of seven. The law of God requires it, and we trust
that public opinion will soon require it too. There is absolutely no good
reason whatever for this Sabbath postal work. London, with its vast commerce and its 3,000,000 of inhabitants, can do without it; so can several
other important towns, and nearly the whole of Scotland-why, then, should
not every other town and village? The matter is now left to the expression
of individual opinion. Anyone who writes to their neighbouring postmaster
requesting that their letters may not be delivered on Sunday, will have their
request immediately granted; and a return of the number of persons who
make snch a request will shortly be moved for in Parliament by an influential
member, and legislative action will be taken upon it. Every adult in every
family, house, and parish ought to sign such a request; by so doing they will
help forward a good and most important work. The following opinions upon
the subject are worthy of notice:From his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury: "I have considered the
case of the 20,000 servants of the Post Office, and shall be very glad to
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'further their object as far as possible. I quite approve of the movement, and
am doing what I can to aid them in carrying out their object."
From the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Carlisle: "I have much
pleasure in stating that for many years my letters have not been delivered on
the Lord's.day. Not once has the least inconvenience resulted. You are at
liberty to use my name in the good cause of obtaining for all our fellow.
subjects employed in letter· carrying the rest which God has made their right,
and which is so necessary for their moral and physical well.beins-."
Another attempt is being made for the connexion by sub-marIne telegraph
of England and America. We wish it all success. It may tend materially, if
successful, to promote the interests of both lands, and to prevent misundth"
standing and bloodshed. The promoters of the undertaking have pro'\!ed
themselves by their perseverance to be worthy of great praise, for they have
had enormous difficulties to contend with, but they have gone on in spite of
them all. We were glad to see that in the beginning of their undertaking
they recognized the necessity of seeking for the divine blessing. We hope
that in this their later effort they will remember it still.

~thieiug

anh iatitts of ~oohg.

The Life and Experience of Mr. Gad Sontllall, Minister of the Gospel; together
with an Account of the painful Illness anrZ ti"iu11lphant ])eath of Jolm,
the Son of Mr.~Southall. By HEXRY PARKER. London: James.Paul,
Ohapter House Oourt.
THIS little work proves to a demonstration the truth of Luther's remark,
that "temptation, meditation, and prayer make a minister." It is
scarcely possible to go through the earlier pages of this history without
being impressed with the peculiar character and remarkable line of experience through which the departed passed. The whole bespeaks training
-a preparatory process-for the sphere of labour for which the Lord
eternally designed him.
It just occurs to us that we met Mr. SOUTHALL on one occasion, when
calling upon his late friend :Mr. LETT, both of whom have since met
before the thJ:one. The subject turned upon prayer, and the fact that the
Lord does occasionally give the earnest of prayer being heard and
answered. }vIr. SOUTHALL gave as an illustration the fact that "hen his
daughter was once lying very ill, and given over by the physicians, the
Lord was pleased to give him the fullest assurance that "the affliction
·was not unto death." The physicians repudiated the idea; but Mr.
"SOUTHALL remained unmoved. He had had the testimony of the Good
Physician, and, therefore, was regul'Clless of the opinions of any human
physician, whilst it thus clashed mth that which he felt to be from above.
The firmness and decision of Mr. SOUTIIA.LL led the physicians in question
to dmw aside the cmtains, and afresh to investigate the case. The result
was, their declaration that there "as a decided change for the better in
their patient. And" according to his faith" so it turned out. The dear
daughter was raised up again. Reader, do you know anything of this
old-fashioned, and, in our day, too-gTeatly-c1espised faith?
. Moreover, we remember hem'ing our dear departed brother-in-law
state that he met Mr. SOUTHALL on his journey from London to the
West when he was going down to visit his sickson. As intimated in the
book before us, just as he was leaving the train, he said he felt assured,
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by the application of a certain Scripture to his heart at that moment, that
his dear boy was no more. So it proved. The sufferer had entered upon
his eternal rest,' and Otu' departed brother was shortly to commit his'
sleeping dust to the silent grave. Little did the father or our dear
deceased relative then think that, within some tllO or three years, they
themselves should depart hence also, to be "for ever with the Lord."
Oh, how do these facts stamp uncertainty and mortality upon everything
here below! When, as we have said, walking round the grounds of
Dulwich House, in company with MJ.,. LETT and Mr. SOUTH.A.LL, how little
did either of us imagine that within a comparatively short space of time,
two out of the three would be taken. Oh, how well may these facts
prompt us to exclaim, "So teach us to number our days, that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom." How does it behove us to seek to hold
everything with a loose hand, knowing not but what death may be at our
very door.
The pamphlet before us will be read, we doubt not, with interest and
profit. One feature of it is worth special mention; it is the services and.
the inestimable worth of such a godly nurse as she who attended the dying
bed of Mr. SOUTHALL'S son. Another feature of the book is the fact of
the peculiar privilege of which Mr. SOUTHALL himself was the partaker,
namely, sudden dissolution-with little or no pain-and that, too, immediately after ministering in his dear Lord and Master's name. Enviable
privilege this!
Heaven Opened.
A Selection from tlte Correspondence of Mrs. j1f(f;ry
Winslow. Edited by Dr. ,VINSLOW. London: John F. Shaw and 00.,
48, Paternoster Row. (Second Notice.)
DURING her sojourn in this vale of tears, the late Mrs. WINSLOW seemed
to live and walk within view, almost continuously and uninterruptedly, of
the very gates of the celestial city. The sweet balmy breezes of the better
land would appear to be constantly reaching her in the low lands of
the wilderness, so that, under their refreshing and invigorating influence
and power, she would go on her way rejoicing. With her it was" lieaven
begins below." In her experience were peculiarly illustrated and confirmed that blessed promise, "He shall dwell on high: his place of
defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his
waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they
shall behold the land that is very far off" (Isaiah xxxiii. 16, 17). With
regard to her trials and anxieties-and these were not a few-Moses-like,
she" endured, as seeing Him who is invisible." In proof of what we
have said, we shall hope occasionally to quote from the very precious
volume of letters now before us, rendered the more valuable, in the days
in which we live, by the lack of that simple faith and child-like walk and
dependence which so richly characterized the late so justly esteemed and
beloved Mrs. WINSLOW.
Tlte Bristol Hymnal. Oompiled by Rev. W. BRADnURY.· Bristol: -VV.
Mack.-W ell selected, and very cheap.
Wayside palMS. By the Author of "Villag'iJ Missionaries." Seeley,
J ackson, and Halliday.~" WAYSIDE PILLARS!" suggested by some of
the singularly eventful passages in the patriarch Jacob's history, and
brought down to personal experience and enjoyment. This will be a
most acceptable book to the thoughtful and inqui.J:ing.
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The Olvronology of tlw World. Computed from the Dates given in the
Scriptures.
Tlw S'ix Thousand Years of the World's History now Olosing. A Table of
Scripture Chronology, with Notes. By PHIL1P HENRY GOSSE, F.R.S.
London: Morgan and Chase, Ludgate Hill.
THESE are two remarkable productions, and well worthy our readers' most
serious investigation. That the present state of things will close with the
six thousand years, we have no doubt; and that we are much nearer the
Saturday-night of time than our co=only-received dates would imply, we
are fully persuaded. According to the former of the above-named works,
we have reached the five thousand nine hundred and ninety-fourth year;
therefore, by this reckoning, we are within seven years of the close of the
six thousandth year since the creation. According to the last-named work,
however, Mr. GOSSE'S calculations go to prove that we have this very year
reached the positive ending of the six thousand years. Whether these
calculations are correct or not, they may well suggest to us the desirableness and the necessity of seeking to sit loosely to the poor perishing things
of time and sense, and to pray for grace to be in a spirit of watchfulness
and waiting for whatever it may be the Lord's will shall come to pass.
Assuredly great and solemn times are at hand-yea, at our very door.
Great Truths for Little People; By Rev. H. P. ANDREWS. Darton and
Co., 42, Paternoster Row.-Got up in a pretty and attractive style, and
calculated to inspire the young with generous thought and high
principle.
Mercy and Tt·utl!. Brief Narratives of Real Life. Edited by the
Rev. CHARLES ,VILSON, M.A. Seeley, Jackson, and Halliday, 54,
Fleet Street.-These being "narratives from real life," from the pen
of a well-known clergyman, -will be read with the deepest interest,
and are admirably adapted for the village library, the reading to the
sick poor, or for the wards of the hospital, poorhouse, or prison.
The River of Life Pilgrims. A Sacred Allegory. London: "V. H.
Collingridge, 117 to 119, Aldersgate Street.-We wait to see this work
in its complete form before pronouncing our opinion upon it.
Lost and Found. By the Rev. A. H. BULL. W. H. Collingridge, 117 to
119, Aldersgate Street.-This story, reprinted from "Our Own Fi.l'eside," is a true statement of an adventure in the Blue Mountains of
New South Wales. It was a wonderful escape from a lingering and
horrible death of famine, when lost in the trackless forests of Australia.
The Preciousness of Christ; or, Meditat'ions on the Person (tn(l Work of the
Lot'd Jesus. By the Rev. FREDERICK H. KNAPP, Curate of St. Helen's
and Sea View, Isle of Wight. London : Partridge, Paternoster Row.A precious subject and a precious book. It is a very gem.
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