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THE HAPPY LITTLE SONGSTER.
IT was Saturday, and the Sunday's labours were before us. As yet
the mind was unsettled about a text. The news of the morning had
tended greatly to depress the spirit. It seemed as though Satan was
having it all his own way, and as though the wicked would be, for at
least a sea-son, permitted to triumph. We felt it hard to realize that
"the government is upon His shoulders," and that, notwithstanding
appearances to the contrary, J eho,ah was still "working all things
after the counsel of His own will;" that He still "reigns in the
armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and that
none dare stay His hand, nor say, What doest Thou?"
Under these feelings we entered a certain street. Being marketday and a fine sunny morning, there was additional activity. The
thoroughfare was crowded. All was bustle and confusion. On the
pavement hundreds were passing and repassing on business or pleasure, and the roadway was almost blocked with vehicles of various
descriptions. But, above all this turmoil and seeming confusion,
there was something which to us was especially attractive. The rich
melodious notes of a thrush sounded high above all the noise and
tumult by which we were surrounded. Looking whence the notes
proceeded, we saw the little songster suspended from a window of one
of the upper stories of a house of business; and, although imprisoned
in its little cage, it seemed to say to our then anxious and perturbed
spirit, "Never mind; fear not; all is well. See, here I am, a
prisoner, it is true; but I am high in my little prison-house, and free
from danger. I fear not, nor care for, the toil nor the tumult below.
I am far beyond the reach of harm. I live abo,e the world and its
cares and vexations and so-called pleasures. Earth has no charms
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for me. And, though a prisoner, He who created me bids those who
hold me captive to feed and nourish me. They bring me bread and
. water in the morning, and bread and water in the evening; and with
these I am quite content. I have nought to do but sing His praise,
and shout in notes of gratitude my thankfulness to Him whose I am
and whom I thus delight to serve." " Oh, happy songster," thought
we, as its notes echoed and re-echoed far and wide, above all the busy
bustling scenes around, "what a lesson hast thou taught us ! Wilt
thou sing, an9- shall I be silent? Thou, a soulless little being, born
and presently to die; and I with soul redeemed by blood divine,
and born to live eternally? If thou dost find a motive for thankfulness and praise, how much greater cause h:;we I to sing of love and
grace and mercy!" Then were our thoughts carried above to Him
who sits supreme in judgment, ordering in infinite wisdom the destinies of men. How beautiful the language, " Behold, the Lord God
will come with strong hand [margin, against the strong], and His arm
shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with Him, and His work
before Him. He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather
the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and shall gently
lead those that are with young. Who hath measured the waters in
the hollow of His hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and
comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath directed
the Spirit of the Lord, or being His counsellor hath taught Him?
VVith whom took He counsel, and who instructed Him, and taught
Him in the path of judgment, and taught Him knowledge, and
shewed to Him the way of understanding? Behold, the nations are
as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the
balance: behold, He taketh up the isles as a very little thing. . . . .
To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare
unto Him? Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not
been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the
foundations of the earth? It is He that sitteth upon the circle of the
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth
out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to
dwell in. . . . . To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be
. equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold
who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by numbel': He calleth them all by names by the greatness of His might,
for that He is strong in power; not one faileth. Why sayest thou,
o J acob, and speakest, 0 Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and
my judgment is passed over from my God? Hast thou not known?
hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no
searching of His understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and
to them that have no might He increaseth strength. Even the
youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly
fall: but they that wait upon the Lord Shall renew their strength;
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they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not
be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint" (Isa. xl. W-31).
Moreover, dear reader, as the little feathered songster continued to
pour forth in loudest, sweetest strains his song of praise, he seemed
to say, "Thus should Christians sing, for in reality they have no
more cause to fear than I; nor can they be more dependent. I
cannot help myself, nor can they. But, as God who commanded the
ravens to feed the prophet has bade them who hold me captive to
feed and nourish me, so has He commissioned one and another and
another to support and supply His people during their sojourn upon
earth. With this lesson thus set before us, we thought within ourselves, "Now what portion of God's blessed word best bespeaks, in
this respect, their condition?" Immediately these words came to
our recollection: "He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be
the munitions of 1"oclrs: b1"ead shall be given him; his waters shall be
sW'e" (Isa. xxxiii. 16).
Dear reader, had not bodily suffering prevented, we purposed to
have offered you some comments upon this precious portion. We
must, however, defer them. Meanwhile, may the Lord lead you into
sweet meditation upon it. May you realize all the blessedness it
contains. May your heart be lifted up above all the perplexities and
a.nxieties of the way; and, with the little song-bird, may your
praises and thanksgivings redound to Him who hath "fixed the
bounds of your habitation," and who hath pledged Himself that
" because He lives you shall live also." So prays,
Yours affectionately in Christ,

St. Luke's, Bedminster.

THE EDITOR.

THE TEACHERS' TREAT.
ANn a g-reat treat it was!

Nothing could exceed the pleasant harmony
and kindly feeling that prevailed throughout; and, if one's own feelings be
a test for others, it was a day long, long to be remembered.
As the packet was to start at a somewhat early hour, I was the more
anxious to ascertain, as soon after day-dawn as possible, what the weather _
was likely to be, as upon this depended our movements. If favourable,
we were all to assemble upon the deck of the steamer by eight o'clock,
the hour of sailing; if the weather were unpropitious, our excursion was
to be postponed. At four o'clock the sky was clear and promising, but by
five it became overcast and dark; portentous clouds overspread the horizon,
attended by a brisk breeze. However, as there was no rain, we ventured,
expecting at least a rough crossing the channel. Those who are familiar
with the river Avon and its woody precipitous cliffs, on either side, with
the majestic suspension bridge that spans the wide expanse, connecting
the r,ounty of Gloucester with that of Somerset, need not to be reminded
of the loveliness of the locality. Suffice it, on this morning, it seemed
additionally beautiful, as the steamer so smoothly glided along the winding
course of the river until at length, reaching the Bristol Channel, she spread
her canvas, and bounded away before a brisk but favourable breeze. The
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Welsh coast now spread far and wide before us, and after an hour and a
half's run we approached the Wye, another circuitous but most beautifullysituated river. Another hour or so finds our party at the summit of the
Wynd-cliff, surveying with little less than rapturous emotion one of the
most enchanting scenes of which it is possible to conceive. The view
from that spot is almost supernatural. What more fitting than the singing
of J e10vah's praise, at such a juncture, and under such circumstances?
Here, therefore, we unitedly raised our voices in adoring wonder, love,
and gratitude; and we thought, if on earth-steeped and dyed. as it is with
sin and sorr9w-our God appears so great and glorious, what will it be
in heaven, when delivered from the burden of the flesh, and all the
turmoil and the suffering of this fallen world?
Here ona could but be reminded of those who were gone-of absent
ones who helped to make up former parties, and again, one could but
contemplate the inroad death again would make upon our present little
happy company. Who of us could say whether ever again we should
climb that beauteous spot, and again survey that lovely landscape? Ah,
who indeed? Whose next would pe the summons? Which first would
vacate the clav tabernacle? For one's self one felt somewhat as one
imagines Moses to have felt when he surveyed" that goodly land and
Lebanon." Oh, to my mind at least, what a vast variety of thoughts
come crowding in upon one another, as I contemplate such a scene as that
presented on this and like occasions. Whilst man and all of earth,
in point of honour, wealth, or fame, appears so utterly vain and contemptible, how great, how glorious, how beneficent, huw kind and
condescending does the Lord appear! So merciful, so compassionate, so
faithful! One felt that but for earthly ties and human responsibilities, how
good would it be to be taken there and then; to escape, were it possible, the
ordeal-the gloomy, dark, repulsive ordeal-of dying, and to be taken as
Moses was, or Enoch, of whom we read, that he " walked with God and
was not; for God took him;" or Elijah, caught up in a moment in a fiery
chariot to the skies. The very height upon which we stood seemed
only, as it were, to contribute to such a highly-favoured state of things.
But, as aforesaid, for earthly ties and kindred associations, one felt ready
to exclaim, "Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." We can
imagine that, but for the great and glorious "ork unto "hich he was
called, how reluctant Moses would have been to descend from the mount
in which he had so been privileged to hold converse with God. Upon
the same principle, allowance may be easily made for Peter's wishing
to abide upon the mount of transfiguration. It is hard to leave the very
portals of glory for the renewed turmoil of earth and sin and corruption,
especially when it is remembered that gloomy death is, in all probability,
to terminate our mortal sphere. Methinks it would be a glorious prospect if one could indulge the hope of being among the number of whom
the apostle speaks : "We shall not all sleep, but we shall be changed in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye." There was a time when one
thought less about the last struggle, and consequently felt less concern
about being among this highly-favoured number, "ho shall thus be
"caught up to meet the Lord in the air," but it is otherwise now. Hence
one is additionally interested in that Scripture, "He came to deliver them
who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime subject unto bondage."
Perhaps growing infirmities, and the increasing failure of heart and flesh,
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contribute to this fear. Oh, then, for a personal participation in that precious declaration: "Though the outward man decay, the inward man is
renewed day by day." But to return. After a short visit to that wonderful
old ruin, Tintern Abbey, so picturesquely situated, and which is naturally
so suggestive of bygone days and former generations, our happy party
again took their places in the different vehicles which had been provided,
and returned to Chepstow for tea. We sought to sing His praise to whom
all gratitude is due, as we were driven on through that beautifully-wooded
vale, with the Wye winding so circuitously at its feet. That lovely spot
must be seen to be, in any measure, realized. For some two hours the rain
had been falling, and we were apprehensive of much personal discomfort
in our recrossing the Bristol Ohannel, on our homeward route; but, as our
good and gracious God would have it, the heavens cleared, the sun shot
forth his cheering rays, and, though in the face of a smart breeze and
rising tide, we had a most delightful trip. The somewhat roughness of
the watel' was diverted by the many precious and most appropriate pieces
which were sung upon that interesting, never-to-be-forgotten occasion.
Some three of our party were conversing upon the mysterious leadings
of J ehovah, in His providence, and the various exercises to which His
dear children were subjected-especially their shrinking from the article
of death. I had just said, how changed of late was the tone of my own
mind. Instead now, as formerly, desiring to " depart and be with Christ,
which is far better," 1 am so much the subject of fear in the prospect of
dying, that my cry constantly is, "Spare me a little, that I may recover
strength before I go hence, and am no more seen." Just at this juncture,
a.s though others of the party had overheard the conversation (which could
not, however, have been the case), they commenced singing the hymn,When gathering clouds around I view," &c.
What, reader, under the circumstances, could have been more appropriate
than the last verse,
"And oh, when I have safely past
Through every conflict but the last,
Still, Lord, unchanging, watch beside
My dying-bed, for Thou hast died;
Then point to realms of cloudless day,
And wipe the latest tear away P"
U

Nothing could have well exceeded the timeliness of this song of praise,
followed as it was by sundry others of similar character; among them
were the following : " Though often here we're weary,
But we are in the army,
There is sweet rest above;
And dare not leave our post;
A rest that is eternal,
We'll fight until we conquer
The foe's most mighty host.
Where all is peace and love.
Oh, that we then press forward,
There is rest in heaven.
That glorious rest to gain;
"Our Saviour will be with us,
We'll soon be free from sorrow,
E'en to our journey's end;
From toil and care and pain!
In every sore affliction
There is sweet rest in heaven.
His present help to send.
He never will grow weary,
" Loved ones have gone before us,
Though often we request;
They beckon us away;
He'll give us grace to conquer,
O'er heavenly plains they're soaring
And take us home to rest.
Blest in eternal day.
There is rest in heaven.
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" All glory to the Father,
Who gives us every good;
All glory to dear Jesus,
Who bought us with His blood;
Another:-

And glory to the Spirit.
Who keeps us to the end;
Unto our God be glory,
The sinner's only Friend.
There is rest in heaven."

"In the Ohristian's home in glory,
There remains an endless rest,
Where the Saviour's gone before me,
To fulfil my soul's request.
There is- rest for the weary,
There is rest for you,
On the other side of Jordan,
In the sweet fields of Eden,
Where the tree of life is blooming.
There is rest for you.

"There the Lamb shall gently lead me,
By the streams of life along;
In the richest pastures feed me,
Turn my sighing into song.
There is rest, &0.

" This is not my place of resting;
Mine's a city yet to come;
Onwards to it I am hasting,
On to my eternal home.
There is rest, &c.

" Soon I'll pass this desert dreary,
Soon I'll bid farewell to pain;
Never more be sad or weary,
Never, never sin again.
There is rest," &c.

" In it all is life and glory,
O'er it shines a nightless day;
Every trace of sin's sad story
Hath for ever pass'd away.
There is rest, &0.

The next, however, was even more appropriate, reaching, as we now had,
mid-channel, with the sea somewhat rough, and the hills on either side
stretching far and wide, beautifully irradiated with the brilliant rays of
the declining sun:" My days are gliding swiftly by,
And I, a pilgrim stranger,
Would not detain them as they
fly
These hours oftoil and danger.
For oh, we stand on Jordan's
strand,
Our friends are, Passing over,
And just before the shining shore,
We may almost discover.
"Our absent King the watchword
gave,
, Let every lamp be burning ;'

We look afar across the wave,
Our distant home discerning.
"Should coming days be dark and
cold,
We will not yield to sorrow;
For hopewill say, with courage bold,
'There's glory on the morrow.'
"Let storms of woe in whirlwinds
rise,
Each mind on earth to sever;
There, bright and joyous in the
shes,
There is our home "for ever."

These were followed with that precious piece, "For ever with the Lord i"
and "There is a land of pure delight." And what less due to the God
of all our mercies-in whieh each sung with full heart and soul-than
" All hail the power of Jesus' name?"
We now entered again the river Avon; and, as we gently glided over
its peaceful waters, we thought-and could but remark-how like the condition of the Gospel mariner, who, after a rough voyage across the
troubled waters of this time-state, not unfrequently enters the port of rest
-the fair haven of eternal blessedness-sweetly, calmly, and without the
semblance of fear or disquietude; and, as our happy company once more
struck up in sweetest harmony their grateful song to the words,
" Oh, that will be joyful, joyful, joyful,
When we meet to part no more,"
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the heart went up in prayerful entreaty, "Lord, grant that life may thus
close with me, with mine, with those by whom I am surrounded. When
its rough voyage is drawing to a close; when we have done and suffered
Thy will here below, then, Lord, then permit us thus sweetly, gently,
peacefully to glide into home-quarters;
And sing with rapture and surprise,
Thy 10vingkindness in the skies."
Thus, dear reader, ended one of the happiest days I ever remember to
have spent in this vale of tears.
it

SPIRITUAL SONGS.
n.
" Leatrn of me; for I am meek and lowlAj in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your sottls."-M.ATT. xi. 29.
THE connexion in which these words are placed is very beautiful and
instructive. Our dear Lord had been uttering awful denunciations against
certain cities (v. 20-24); He then breaks forth into a song of thanksgiving
(v. 25), proclaiming and illustrating the divine sovereignty in a most
striking and effective manner, si-lencing the daring objections and effrontery
of Arminians and all classes of free-willers (v. 27).
1. "Learn of me," 9'0.-We are here presented with the delightful
privilege and duty of believers. They are to learn and to be taught of
J esUB. "Learn of me." It is indeed a high and distinguished privilege
to be a scholar in the school of Christ. And who are His scholars? Babes
(v. 25); which teaches us they are the ignorant, the helpless, the unwise,
foolish; and, when first brought into this school, they are so indeed. Kings,
princes, nobles have been brought into this school, but generally they are
the poor (see 1 Cor. i. 18-21; 26-29). This is indeed the best of schools,
no seminary comparable to it; yes, and it is a free-grace school, not a
man's free-will academy; here all are taught free. And who is it that
brings them into this sacred bower of divine and heavenly learning? It is
Jesus Christ Himself, or otherwise here they would never come; it is a
humbling school and all are poor in spirit. In this school the scholars are
classed babes, young men, and fathers. Jesus is the Teacher, then no wonder
if the wayfaring men, though fools, do not err. He ever teaches to the purpose. And all are upon an equality in this school of grace, little children
at the feet of Jesus (1 John ii. 1-18; 28)., Oh, that we were all such at
the feet of this great Master in Israel, J ehovah-Jesus, the great infallible
Teacher and Prophet of the Church. " All thy people shall be taught of the
Lord" is an old and true prophecy. What sweet lessons does He teach His
babes concerning His love. What SUblime instructions are taught to the
young men of covenant, electing sovereign love. In what a blessed
manner too are the fathers grounded, settled, and established in love, and
in the love of the truth! Not tossed about with every wind of doctrine,
every new light. In this school there is no time for sloth or indolence,
and yet, alas! how slothful and indolent the best of us; and indeed there
is in this sacred college all that is calculated to call forth our utmost
diligence and energies, and the exer<;ise of all our spiritual faculties, and
after all we shall know but in part, yea, it will be but little when compared
with the infinite dimensions of divine truth.
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IT. Now remark in what a sweet and affectionate manner Jesus en~
courages His disciples to commit themselves implicitly and entirely to His
tuition: Cl Learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart."
1. How He condescends to the lowest, meanest, and most ignorant of
His disciples! and the Lord knows- how ignorant we all are at the bestnaturally so, and inclined to be so. We may indeed all of us adopt the
expressive language of the psalmist: Cl So foolish was I, and ignorant:
I was a beast before Thee." But He not only can, but will instruct
them.
2. He i3 meek-the meek One. How meekly, how gently He bears
with all their-infirmities. In this respect none like Him; He will turn
none out of His school. None so dull, so stupid, and forgetful, but He
will bear with them; yea, endure their sluggishness and backwardness,
their frequent perverseness, obstinacy, and their oft-wilful mistakes: for
He "knows their frame; He remembers they are but dust." He ha!,! many
things to say unto them, but He knows they cannot bear them all at once.
He teaches them scripturally (Luke xxiv. 13-35).
He teaches them spiritually (1 Cor. ii. 10, 12, 13-15).
He teaches them experimentally (1 Cor. xiv. 26).
He teaches them practically : and what subjects! At many of them the
carnal mind revolts-hard sayings, which none but a real child of God, a
genuine disciple of Christ, can bear-hear-receive! How m'ortifying to
the proud reason and unsanctified intellect of man!
And what an extensive field of knowledge is the once poor ignorant
sinner brought inio, who is thus taught by Christ Jesus our Lord! The
glorious doctrines of the Trinity, the wonderful wOl'k of redemption, man's
complete ruin and total depravity, the absolute necessity of the new birth,
justification by faith without the deeds of the law, the omnipotent efficacy
and final triumph of the work of grace, grace crowned with glory, salvation by grace from first to last, the alone work of the Triune J ehovah.
HI. The blessedness of being taught by Jesus, "And ye shall find
rest for your souL"
1. All doubts and mere conjecture removed, He begins with the first
principles, and gradually leads them onward to higher attainments in the
divine science-Cl line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and
there a little." Then His dear child goes on from one degree of knowledge to another, following on to "know the Lord, ' increasing in the
knowledge of his Lord and Saviour, growing in grace until He sweetly and
blessedly attains (1.) to a full assurance of understanding (2.) to a full
assurance of faith (3.) and a full assurance of hope. He has the inward
witness in himself of the truth he has learned, he knows in whom he has
believed. Thus has he learned, in some small degree, what Paul learned
(Phi!. iii. 8-14). Admirable Paul, may thy example be ours! be mine!
Lord, thus teach us all.
2. Rest and qui8t" from the accusations of conscience. The blood of
J flSUS only can effect this,
3. The fears of death, judgment and eternity, will cease to agitate the
soul thus taught, by this meek, lowly, and divine Teacher. And, when
He has taught you to suffer, and to do all His will here, He will take you
hence, encircle you in His embraces, place you upon His bosom, there to
rest for ever.
"The grace of our Lord Jesus Ch.rist, the love of God, the fellowship
of the Holy Ghost, be with us all. Amen."
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"PRECIOUS THINGS."
DEUT. xxxiii. 13.

WITH what avidity do men often pursue (comparatively speaking) worthless things! For instance: a man is determined to acquire a larO'e amount
of human knowledge, and by dint of great perseverance he pass~s successfully some important examination. He has achieved his object, but, alas,
long wearisome nights of study have told their tale: his constitution has
become impaired, and his slim fingers and wan pale face show that consumption has marked its prey, and the student is cut ofi' and carried to an
early grave, having learnt that, after all, human wisdom is a worthless
thing in comparison with that wisdom which maketh wise unto salvation.
Or, take the case of one whose ambition is to obtain a great name and
position in society. By influence and other means he attains his object,
but to prove that he has been grasping at a shadow. One who has arrived
at a high position in society told us that he was far happier when he was
moving in the more lowly sphere-that he had lost many of his best
friends, and those so~called friends by whom he was then surrounded were
only so for expediency-sake. Or take the case of the man who is determined at any sacrifice to become rich. He rises early and sits up late, and
eats the bread of carefulness to attain his object i he is successful, and he
says to his soul, "Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years;
take thine ease-eat, drink, and be merry i" but, alas for earthly plans,
God says unto him, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of
thee, then whose shall those things be which thou hast provided?" So is
he that layeth up trea.sures for himself and is not rich towards God.
We are reminded of a very striking circumstance to the point. A large
ship at sea had become ,ery leaky; she had encountered very adverse
weather and contrary winds' all hands had beeil kept at the pumps, but still
the water gained upon them to such an extent that the captain determined
to abandon her. This was no easy matter, for a fearful sea was rolling at
the time i one boat was lowered, only to be dashed in pieces, another was
more successful, when there appeared on deck a lady clutching in each
hand a bag of money; she was making for the boat, when the sturdy
seamen bid her cast away her money, for her life was the chief thing, but
she held them still with a firm grip. They had scarcely called to her,
when a huge wave separated the boat from the sinking vessel, at the same
time washing overboard the lady and her bags of money, which were only
as millstones around her neck helping to sink her in the deep abyss.
Oh, what was the use of earthly riches in the face of death? Well, then,
when we come to great things of eternity, what a worthless thing is
human wisdom, or a great name, or accumulated riches. But we turn,
beloved, from worthless things "to precious things,"'ltnd want to bring
before you, at this season, things that are truly valuable and worth
possession.
Now, Moses, who had been the appointed leader of the children of
Israel through the wilderness, was not permitted by God to go with them
through literal Jordan into the promised land, and the reason why the
Lord would not grant him this privilege is told us in the following command: "And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Get thee up into this
mountain Abarim, unto Mount N ebo, which is in the land of Moab; and
HH
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behold the land of Oanaan which I give unto the children of Israel for
a possession: and die in the mount whither thou goest up, and be
gathered unto thy people; as Aaron thy brother died in mount Hor, and
was gathered unto his people: because ye trespassed against me among
the children of Israel at the waters of Meribah-Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children
of Israel. Yet thou shalt see the land before thee, but thou shalt not go
thither into the land which I give the children of Israel." So that we
see how sin and rebellion had robbed him of a literal privilege which must
have been greatly desired by him; but God granted him the spiritual
blessing of passing safely through the Jordan of death into the glorious
land of promise, flowing with the milk and honey of eternal blessings. And now, in anticipation of that blissful joy, he gathers around
him the tribes of the children of Israel, and, in the spirit of prophecy,
gives e"ach of them a parting blessing." "And this is the blessing wherewith Moses, the man of God, blessed the children of Israel before his
death." Read, beloved", at your leisure this precious thirty-third chapter
of Deuteronomy, wherein is recounted the parting words of the dying
patriarch to the various tribes. We can only in the space allowed us
dwell upon those that have reference to Joseph. "And of Joseph, he
said, Blessed of the Lord be his land, for the precious things of heaven,
for the dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath, and for the precious
fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious things put forth by
the moon, and for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the
precious things of the lasting hills, and for the precious things of the earth
and fulness thereof, and for the good will of Him that dwelt in the bush:
let the blessing come upon the head of J oseph, and upon the top of the
head of him that was separated from his brethren. His glory is like the
fustling of his bullock, and his horns are like the horns of unicorns:
with them he shall push the people together to the ends of the earth: and
they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of
Manasseh.
Now, from the fulness of this deep and mysterious cluster of blessings
that should fall upon Joseph's prosterity we take these two words," Precious things."
It is a short expression, but it is as a ca.sket ofj ewels; may the Lord the
Spirit unlock it, and enable us to bring out some excellent ornaments
with which the bride, the Lamb's wife, may see herself adorned, and we
taker. Precious things of earth.
IT. Precious things brought forth by the sun.
ITI. Precious things put forth by the moon.
rv. Precious things of the lasting hills.
V. Precious things of heaven.
1. THE l'RECIO S TIIINGS OF EARTH.

And we might mention1. God's beautiful creation is replete with preci02ts things. And we see His"
handiwork from the tiniest leaflet of the field to the sturdy oak of the forest;
and our Lord when on earth encouraged us to take notice of the precious
things of earth. He used them as emblems to inculcate great and important
truths. "Oonsider," He said, "the lilies how they grow: they toil not,
they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was
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not arrayed like one of these. If then God so clothe the grass, which is
to-day in the field, and to-morow is cast into the oven; how much more
will He clothe you, 0 ye oflittle faith?" God, then, has outspread His
beautiful carpet of nature for man to tread upon and to see His work in all
around. Surely that religion must be apostate that would deprive human
beings of this privilege, snatch them from the precious things of earth
and shut them away in the cloistered monastery or gloomy convent. Surely
such is not the teaching of Jesus, but the treachery of Antichrist. But
we must not forget that while God has placed man upon this beautiful
carpet of His handiwork, how sin has marred it. This fact was forced
upon us th\) other day while standing upon a slight eminence overlooking
a beautiful extent of country mapped out before us. There ,,'as the undulating pasture at our feet, and beyond hedgerow and field, and bere and
there studded the farmstead with its cluster of whitewashed buildings and
hayricks, "hile in the background the hills melted in the distance and
seemed mingled mth the clouds. It was a fair scene. But presently the
ear caught the sound of a human voice. We listened more attentively, and
found it proceeded from the mouth of a ploughman, who was calling upon
God, with bitter imprecations, to curse his l101"ses because they did not move
as he desired. Oh, we thought, bere is a proof of the fall of man! God
bas outspread this earthly paradise, but man has sinned and marred its
beauty! But further2. Among the precious things of earth is earthly relationships. How
endearing the tie between husband and wife-parent and child, and how
telling and touching is the expression used often by the child, my
1J1Other ! Now the religion of Jesus never lessens that tie, -although it is
ordained tha death shall sever it as far as the flesh is concerned; but our
ble ed Lord encouraged earthly relationship. Was He not found at the
marriage upper of Cana cheering the guests? Did He not love Martha and
Mary and Lazarus? and "as He not frequently giving injunctions concp-rning the relative duties of husband to wife, and wife to husband, of
parents to children and children t.() parents, showing by His teaching how
He valued earthly relationships? But no", see how different to such
teaching is the Church of Rome: she would separate the endearing tie
that binds child to parent, and tear from their embrace the object of their
love; and only think, reader (if you are a husband and parent), of a priest
"itting at your table and having more power and influence over your wife
and children than you possess yourself, and cruelly and wilfully sepa~'ating dearest bonds. Does not the Church of Rome in her every action
prove herself to be the apostasy? Well, then, among the precious things
of earth are earthly relationships, and the beauties of God's creation which
is full thereof; but let us not rest here, many make nature their religion,
and realize God only as the God of nature, but this will never bring to a
saving knowledge of Christ. We must get beyond and above this-which
~eads us to think of
II.

THE PRECIOUS THINGS PUT FORTH BY THE SUN.

We all know that that luminous body above us which we call the sun
is the centre of the solar system, and from it the moon and other planets
derive their light; so is it with regard to spiritual things. The centTe of
the solar system of divine truth is Jesus, the Sun of righteousness, and
that "e are not using unscripturallanguage, mark the words of J ehovah
by the prophet Malachi: "But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun
of righteousness arise with healing in his wings."
H H 2
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Let us, then, note some precious things put forth by this glorious Sun
of righteousness, and again we shall find as in the natural so in the
spiritual, the sun
1. Produces life.-Is it not written " Ohrist in you the hope of glory;"
grace begun, £tows from the fulness of a precious Ohrist. When the poor
woman touched His garment, she felt that virtue had come out of Him
into her soul to such an extent, that she was healed of her disease. Life
divine flows from the fulness of Ohrist through that hallowed channel of
communication, the Holy Spirit, and thus Jesus, the Sun of righteousness,
is the cause of the life of God in the soul. Again the sun
2. Sheds abroad light.-When love is given, light divine follows. We
begin to make fresh discoveries. First we see only men as trees walking,
but gradually we learn more of self, more of the character and nature of
sin, and see how matchless and great is the love and mercy and salvation
of Jesus to save such rebels. And as time advances, light shines into the
soul and shows us greater abominations on our part, and greater deliverances on the part of our God, and we are left humbled and crumbled,
subdued and amazed at the wondrous grace of our precious Lord. And
then the sun
3. Imparts warmth.-Oh, how wretchedly cold and wintry the soul
often gets! the world and its ways draw away from the things of God
and freeze up the heart; but, when the rays of the Sun of righteousness
dart through the thick gloom, oh, how cheered do we become! what a
melting is felt within! how the desires go out after Jesus! how the
tongue is unloosened to tell of His lo,e and of His mercy! what a joy
springs up, and the graces of the Holy Spirit are put into lively exercise.
And then the sun
4. Causes ft·uiifulness.-Our fruitfulness, beloved, is in Jesus. "From me
is thy fruit found" is His own language. Let us try to find feuit in ourselves, and it will be a failure; as Jesus has been the cause of life divine,
so fruitfulness must be the result of all He imparts, for from first to last
all is dependent upon Him. And now we pass on to noticeIll. PRECIOUS THINGS PUT FORTH BY THE MOON.

It is very pleasing on a clear night to gaze upwards upon the myriads
of stars, and mark in their midst the beautiful moon. We recollect in
younger days, enraptured at the fair scene, exclaiming,
" Hail, gentle moon, sweet gatherer of light
From the all-glorious sun, and
Sweet disperser of the same in milder rays
O'er the wide canopy of heaven."
But here, again, we must look from the beauties of nature to the beauties
of grace; and see we not in this figure of the moon an apt emblem of the
Ohurch of Ohrist? and that we are not fanciful in our tracings again
would we draw attention to the Scriptures. Our blessed Lord, when
speaking in the Oanticles of the Ohurch, says, "Who is this that looketh
forth as the morning, fair as tlle moon?" Look then, reader, at some of the
precious things put forth by moon (the Ohurch), and noticeFirst. The Ohurch, gathering her light from the SUD, puts f01-t1.
1. The word of God.-" Holy men of old wrote as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost;" and those sacred oracles of God, preserved from generation to generation by the over-sight of a covenant God, are handed down
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to us, translated into our own language. And oh, the preciousness of that
word! what should we do without it, beloved? It is a field in which is
hidden invaluable treasure; it is the revealed will of our heavenly Father
to His children; it is a mine of wealth; a living spring; our God's
legacy to His Ohurch. Blessed are they that read with understanding
hearts the word of divine life. We would not stand in the shoes of that
man who dares to deny the authenticity of any part of God's word for ten
thousand worlds; for" Within this awful volume lies
r.rhe mystery of mysteries.
Happiest he of human race,
To whom his God hath given grace
To mark, to learn, to read, to pray,
To lift the latch and force the way;
But better had he ne'er been born,
Than live to doubt or read to scorn."
Another precious thing put forth by the moon is
2. l1m'ted prayer-and the Ohurch; that is, the members of Ohrist's
mystical body unitedly carrying out the command, "Ask, and it shall be
given you," is sure to bring down blessings from on high. Would that it
was put forth with greater power and union, and real Ohristians could find
it in their hearts to drop their minor differences, and besiege the throne
of grace that God would still preserve to us our many privileges, and set
up a standard against the enemy who seems to be coming in like a flood.
We want more prayer and less picking holes in one another's coats; we
want more union and less of making a brother an offender for a word.
When J oseph had made himself known unto his brethren, and bid them
return to fetch their aged father, he gave them this touching advice:
"See that ye fall not out by the way." Would that such wholesome
counsel were practised with brethren and sisters in Ohrist, who have one
Lord, and are heirs toge her of the kingdom. Again, another precious
thing put forth by the Ohurch is
3. The 01'dinanoes of God's house.-The ordinance of the Lord's Supper,
in commemoration of the atoning sacrifice of the Lord J esUE Ohrist, should
be fully valued by all true believers. Alas, alas, how shunned and
slighted! We are persuaded that no Ohurch is in a healthy state where
the members treat this ordinance lightly. The Lord's own blessed words
should overcome all scruples: "Do this in remembrance of me." And
only do it, and it is surprising the blessings that flow into the soul from
its observance; communion, a full sense of pardon, a sweet and settled
assurance, joy and peace in believing, and a foretaste of everlasting glory
are realised on such occasions. And this reminds us of another precious
thing put forth by the Ohurch, viz. :
4. Communion witlL the saints.-Oh, how preciuus is this enjoyment,
when it is realized with kindred spirits! Our dear Lord loved to wend
His way to Bethany, where three endeared ones lived, whom He loved,
and who loved Him; for Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus.
And so it is with His followers. They feel how profitable it is to hold
communion with those who, like themselves, love Jesus, and to tell each
other of His preciousness. And then the symbol of the moon reminds us
that she
(1) Gives light in the night.- When we cannot get the stronger ra~s of
the glorious sun, yet in our dark seasons the milder rays of preclOus

406

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

promises from God's word cheer us. And oh, how many are those dark
and dreary seasons, beloved! And what should we be, did we not sometimes experience "light in the night," and so get comfort? Again, the
moon
(2) Influences the tides.-Oh, how often are things at a low ebb with us;
but when the influences of the Spirit draw out, the tide flows-our cups
are full. So that the Christian is a paradox-sometimes low, ,;ometimes
high, sometimes empty, sometimes full; but, blessed be God, nevel' left.
Again, the moon
(3) Has its. eclipses.-So the Church has hers. It seems to be passing
through a partial eclipse now. There is a great deal of profession, but
alas! how little possession; how little manifestation of real personal vital
godliness among the living members. Lord, revive Thy work in our
souls, and quicken us to a lively comprehension of divine things. And
now markIV. PRECIOUS THINGS OF THE LASTING HILLS.

Or, as the word has it: "The chief things of 'the ancient mountains,
and for the precious things of the lasting hills." There are mountains
and hills in different parts of the earth that are exceedingly. aucient, but
geologists are able, by an examination of their strata, to tell at what particular age in the world's history they were cast up by some convulsion of
nature: but here we have a reference to ancient mountains that are everlasting. We will suggest the names of a few.
1. Those three ancient mountains, the Trinity.-God the Father, God
the Son, and the God the Holy Ghost, co-equal, co-eternal, immutable,
and incomprehensible, three in one, all working in harmony, and each
taking their part in the wonderful work of the salvation of every elect
vessel of mercy. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lor'd Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ." Here is the work of the Father. And the apostle goes on to
speak of our dear Redeemer. "In whom we have redemption, through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace."
Here is the work of the Second Person in the glorious Trinity; and he
goes on to speak of the Spirit: "Having made kno\\n unto us the mystery
of His will, according to His good pleasure." Here is the \\ork of the
Spirit, all resulting in the salvation of God's elect chosen by the Father,
redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, and sanctified by this pmt of
God. N'lr must we be unmindful of those ancient mountains. 2. The attributes of God.-His immortality, omnipotency, omniscience, love,
compassion, faitlifulness, are so many" towers of strength" for the believer
to rest upon.
" A triune God, distinct in persons, yet
In essence one, incomp1·ehenswle."
And then that lasting hill3. The covenant of God.-By "hich we mean that grand stipulation
between the Persons of the adorable Trinity, in which all that relates to
the great work of redemption was planned and provided by infinite
wisdom and sovereign love before the world was J;Ilade. An ancient
mountain that reared its head before Adam was placed by God in the
garden of Eden. Oh, beloved, we love to go back to the very foundation
of our religion, and see our security! A minister of the Gospel told us
the other day, that he was called to attend the death-bed of a dear saint
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of God. On drawing near to him, the dying one said, "Oh, my brother,
I am feeding upon flve words." "What are they?" inquired our
friend. " They are," said the happy servant of the Lord, "these: 'Impossible for God to lie.''' Ah, beloved, this is resting sweetly upon the
"covenant ordered in all things, and sure." We may well roll ourselves in
a dying hour thus into the arms of a covenant God, for" it is impossible
for Him to lie."
And it is from these ancient mountains and lasting hills that we gain
comml~nion; and it is sweet to get above the grovelling cares of earth, and
breathe the mountain air of freedom with Jesus. We get views from
the lasting -hills that we never can in the valley, and though the valleyground is certainly safe, because we cannot fall far, the ancient mountains
are very precious to ascend, especially when the sky is so clear that faith
views her distant home: and this reminds us that it is from these lasting
hills we trace our citizenship. We have received our freedom of the New
Jerusalem of the King of kings and Lord of lords. He carries the keys
of the gates of the city upon His shoulder; He opens and no man shutteth ;
He shutteth and no man opens; He has given for us a roll, on which is
inscribed our freedom, elect, favoured, and honoured; and be who holds
tbis token of citizenship is free to pass through the gates of the city.
" Tbey go from strength to strength, everyone of them in Zion appeareth
before God."
It is worth while, then, beloved, getting up the ancient mountains
where" We read our titles clear
To mansions in the skies."
And then we haveV.

PRECIOUS THINGS FROM HEAVEN AND OF HEAVEN.

For we mark a distinction here.
1. FJ'01n heaven, "the dew," the s"eet, melting influence of Divine
grace, felt in our nights of soul-darkness, and producing, imperceptibly
to us, growth. The dew of precious promises, those pearly drops so
refreshing to the soul, and the dew of the divine "ord of God as unfolded
by the Spirit of God, which, falling upon the mown grass, refreshes and
strengthens. And then there is2. "The deep that coucheth beneath."-His way is in the great waters.
There are the deep things in providence, often hard, very bard, to understand, leaving the exercised ones to say, "Tbou bast made me to drink of
the wine of astonishment;" yet they are deep with purpose and design,
and always tend to the good of God's elect. Then there are the deep things
in grace,' things connected with our spiritual welfare and advancement,
all known unto God, though often difficult for us to understand, yet all
tending to cru~ify self and the world, exalt a precious Christ, and meeten
us for eternal glory; and there are the deeps that couch beneath in tbe
way of perpetual supplies, which will rise, whatever be the opposition, and
keep the soul alive unto God. All these depths come from the God of
heaven. Then there arePRECIOUS THUWS OF HEAVEN.

The word tells us of "an incorruptible c·rown," and every man that
striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things; that is to say, suffers
no undue excess to hinder him in the struggle, but carefully perseveres
till the end be accomplished. But, says the Apostle, "they do it," or
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they take all this trouble, "to obtain a corruptible crOWD, but we an
incorruptible." Again, the word tells us of an "eternal inheritance."
Jesus is the Mediator of the New Testament, that they who are called
might receive the promise of" eternal inheritance." Again, the word
tells us of " entering into the joy of the Lord." " Well done, thou good
and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
The word tells us of "fulne88 ofjoy." "Thou wilt shew me the path of
life; in Thy presence isfulness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures
for evermore." The word tells 0(" an eternal weigM of glo?·y." "For
our light affiiction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory." Yea, the word tells us of
" reigning with Christ; " being glorified with Him; "shining as stars; "
and receiving the prize of the high calling. So that we must leave off
enumerating the anticipated" precious things of heaven" with the words
of the apostle: "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man the things which G.od hath prepared for them
that love Him." We cannot fully comprehend these precious things in
store for the Lord's people,
" Till earth is changed for heaven."
Beloved, there are depths in this subject that seem to us unfathomable.
We must leave you to fill up our deficiency as far as you are led. We
have tried to draw attention to some of the" precious things" that fall
from the Headship of our spiritual J oseph, and can only lay down our
pen, saying, with the Queen of Sheba, "The half was not told me."
It will take our life-time to make fresh discoveries of the perfection
of J{Jsus, and all eternity to display Him fully. Oh, what a mercy, that
when our many efforts to set forth His beauty and fulness are over, then
shall we see Him as He is, without a veil between. Till that happy
time may we be kept near His side.

.--

" Till we pass through yonder river;
When we reach the further shore,
There's an end of war for ever,
We shall see our foes no more.
All our conflicts then shall cease,
Followed by eternal peace."
Reader, what say you to these" precious things?"
nford.

,

G. C.

He that is in earnest about this question, "How shall I be sa,ed?"
should not spend the time in reflecting on, and examination of himself,
but, from discovered sin and misery, pass straightway over to the grace
and mercy of Christ, without any intervening search of something in himself to warrant him to come.
If the Divine Master whom we serve should be pleased to unfit us for
activity, it by no means follows that He unfits us for usefulness. There
is a passive as well as an active usefulness. In the midst of the frailties
and sufferings of prostrated age, or of premature disability, we may not
only give scope to the exercise of Christian virtues, the graces of patience
and submission, of tranquil cheerfulness, and confidence in God, but
display before them that wait upon us the blessed influence of the Gospel.
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REFLEOTIONS.
BY THE LATE MR. R. ROBINSON.

(Continued from page 363.)

o LORD Jesus

Ohrist, there is no physician but Thee, that can cure the
wounds of Thy sin-stung inheritance, and to take their pains away,
"without money and without price;" they have a full discharge, and are
made young again. To walk in newness of life, and to live upon Thy
fulness, is to be immensely rich, and, though poor, yet possessin~ all
things. " We have these treasures in earthen vessels, that the excellency
and power may be of God, and not of us;" for Thou, dear Jesus, hast
opened the pathway of life for us, to follow Thee in newness of life. Hold
Thou our feet, and order our goings, that we slide not, for it is not in us
to order our steps. We follow our rich Lord, as beggars in forlorn shapes,
bit and stung by sin-serpents, &c., and much cast down by reason of the
way-weak and feeble-kneed, and our spirit failing within us, yet panting like the thirsty hart for the view,' of our journey's end. And when
Thou, dear Jesus, hast appeared in divine manifestation to us, we have
ofttimes enjoyed a sacred, sweet, and a pleasurable delight; and in Thy
personal fulness we have made our boast of Thy present help in time of
need' we have known prosperity under Thy smiles, and Thy shining-rays
ha,e led us into Thy love-visits, where our cups have run over, and for a
time \fe have, undisturbed and unmolested, sat under Thy banner with
sweet deligh. Dear J esu , how refreshing this has been to Thy needy
children when weary and faint, to sit under their vine and :fig tree, and
the wine of the kingdom is handed to them from the water-pots of Oanaan
-served up unto them-and the welcome guests are divinely refreshed,
and cheered on their way, so that they walk and not faint. Oh, how
welcome are such seasons as these to every needy soul, when favoured to
receive fresh supplies from the stores of Thy unchanging love, that
administers gifts, comforts, and consolation, to meet their deepest case of
trouble and trial, that may lie hid from all creature-knowledge and all
creature-help, and opens the intercourse of that enjoyment to prove that
Christ and His people are one. And there is none but Thee, 0 precious
Jesus, that is sufficient to repulse the foes of Thy Ohurch, when their fury
is carried out against them to annoy and spoil the resting-place of Thy
saints, and to be all-sufficient to Thy needy ones, to give bread in the
wilderness, and to take the stone from the spring-head, that Thy thirsty
tribes may ill'ink, and lead them beside the still waters, where their cups
run over, and their joys are unceasingly great, and ever new. 0 Lord
Jesus, how wondrous is Thy way in sovereign mystery opened up to show
Thy redeemed family their frailty and weakness and helplessness in themselves, and to prove to their experience the sufficiency of Thy grace, to
lead them through their chequered scenes of adversity, temptation, and
trial, and to say' to the weak, Be strong; and lift the beggar from the
dunghill, and adorn his head with the princely crown that fadeth not
away.
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" Be not weary in well-doing."-2 TUESS. iii. 13.
It is well-doing when all we have to do with is given to us, but
it is labour in vain for the Ethiopian to try to change his skin, or
the leopard his spots, or to make one hair black or white, or to change
a black hair to a white one; we may paint a post, but that is not a
post of paint. A painted sepulchre does not make corruption incorruption, nor the myrtle to grow out of grave-clothes. Every seed has
a body of itself, and produces its own likeness. The Lord prepared the'
ass's mouth to rebuke the mad prophet, and her colt was chosen to carry
more than th~ heavens and the earth upon her humble back, adored by
angels, and palm branches were strewed in the way, and the hosannahs
of children perfected praise, that pierced the free-will priests to mad
despair. Q Thou immaculate Jesus, whose goings-forth for the salvation
of Thine elect was a secret to angels' minds, of how its God-like wonders
could be accomplished, and when they viewed Thee in the wilderness,
where never man was seen, under overwhelming attacks, unthought of by
man, when Thou hadst nowhere to lay Thy head, and earth's created
supplies were untouched by Thee. Dear Jesus, our low conceptions of
Thee, when brought to have a right bearing upon us, bring us to see our
vileness, and our shame covers us; here our creature-pride and ignorance
are dumbed and paralyzed, and self-a.bhorrence is pioneer for humility
to take the highest room in the soul, to kiss the cross, while mercy drops
as the honey-comb, and the bitter is made sweet to the hungry soul.
" Commit thy way unto the Lord; tntst also in Him, and He shall bring it to
pass."-PSALM =vii. 5.
Come, thou tempest-tossed and tried believer,'thou canst not do without
thy trials, no more than thou canst do without thy precious Jesus, for His
engagements are as good for you in your trials, as He is in your salvation,
and His promise is as good to be fulfilled for you in your tria.ls and deeps
of all kinds, as it is in your triumph. Ask the tender mother if she can
forget or forsake her tender child in its affiicted hour, and if she thinks
she has failed to meet its necessities in a proper way? How is she pained
at the thought! Forget and fail she may: yet, saith Jesus, "I willllever
forget thee; behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands, and
thy walls are continuously before me." Dear child, commit thy way unto
Him, do not be meddlesome, nor fretful, leave it with Him, Jesus will
bring it t.o pass, it is enough for thee to learn; stand still, and wat.ch ;
meditation will be more sweet to thee than to be meddlesome, for things
will be too hot for thee to handle.
LABOURS AMONG THE NESTORIANS.

IT may well be wondered by angels and Spirit-taught men, how it comes
to pass that missionaries go forth to preach Arminianism to the heathen.
To place a man in the midst of heathenism with no religion save the
idols they behold and worship, and then address them in the language of
Arminianism, is little else than mockery of their sunken condition. So did
not the apostle Paul (Acts xvii.). To set before them God's plan of salvation by Christ (vel'. 31); to describe the effects of a work of grace upon
the heart (vel'. 27), and its influence upon the life when He commands
repentance (vel'. 30) is the right way, and the only way, to meet the case
of the heathen.
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But, say some, are there not parts of Scripture that speak a different
language, and give countenance to the appeals usually made to creatureability and a free-will faith, such as, "Flee from the wrath to come i"
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ;" "Ask, and it shall be given yqu,"
and such like? But these and similar passages of Scripture are not based
upon the foundation that man can be beforehand with God, and that he
can do something to prepare the way for grace; they are simply God's
instructions to the sinner, and His description of His own work in the soul,
which is produced by divine power. "As soon as they hear of me, they
shall obey me; and the strangers shall submit themselves llnto me." This
is the hearing of faith, and faith is the gift of God; as our Lord declared,
"This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent."
The bent of the human mind naturally being in unison with Arminianism,
it early learns to twist effects into causes; hence, God's instructions to His
people, and His descriptions for their encouragement of a work of grace
on the soul, are made by Satan and the natural mind to speak the Goddishonouring language of creature-power and free-will ability.
But Arminianism is the same in every age and in every clime; it is a
native principle in the human breast, the product of the fall; and strikingly
this is manifested in missionary labours. The fact now, as of old, that
" Jesus sends His disciples whither He Himself would come" and where
His elect are to be found is a truth not known or concealed by the most who
go forth to preach to the heathen. But every individual conversion is a
test.imony to the doctrine of election, and of the sovereignty of God. The
appointment of a preached Gospel is to gather out the elect scattered up
and down in the world, who are foreordained to glory; but losing sight of
this leading truth, and probably never having had any vital experience of
it in the heart, men drift into all sorts of contrivances to effect what God
has not purposed, and in false zeal "to win souls," and push them into a
profession, take all methods to make the road easy that leads to this end.
This may account for the curious difference between the morning and
evening sermons of the bulk of evangelical teachers in the present
day. God is exalted in the morning, man in the evening. The morning
gives a very fair display of the work of God for, and in, His people, to
the praise of the glory of His grace: the evening is devoted to creaturework and free-will power, and the whole weight of salvation responsibility
is laid upon the sinner. In the morning the cry is, Salvation is of the
Lord! in the evening, Salvation is of Jonah! The modern theory of two
first principles, Pelagius was too wise to propound, and Arminius, who,
after the lapse of many years, reigned in his stead" as king over all the
children of pride," never dreamt of foisting such a senseless faith upon
the intelligent of mankind. These evening discourses devoted to creaturepower and free-will worship are called, "Preaching the Gospel," which
is anything in the world but' '.good news" to poor and needy souls, who feel
they have nothing and can do nothing, while it sends away in peace the unrenewed, who promise themselves they will some day do as they are told
by the preacher, repent, believe, pray, and seek the Lord. Thus, as of old,
false shepherds deceive the people, and their voice now, as in Ezekiel's
day, crys, "Peace, peace, when there is no peace." Not so, say some; the
wicked are warned, and solemn appeals are made about sin and salvation,
whereby the ungodly are told of their danger. So they may, but no
sooner is the wound made than it is healed over by the balsam of something suggested that he can do. Hearers will stand any amount of
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alarm, and terror, and any amount of truth, if only the preacher will add
something to do. Then the hope rises that some day that something he
will do, and, notwithstanding all the terrific appeals, he returns to his
home and his sins in peace. "But," say some, "the masses will not tolerate
Oalvinism." This is true, for the doctrines of grace are so adulterated now
with the leaven of creature-work and free-will-ism that the pure Gospel
of a full, finished, and unconditional salvation is a strange sound in our
Ohristian land, and deemed by some heretical notions.
But this does not alter God's eternal truth; now, as of old, it is a remnant accordi_ng to the election of grace that are saved. "The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God;" therefore a place must be
made in the heart for them, and this is effected by sovereign power,
according to covenant purpose. " The Lord of hosts hath purposed, and
who shall disannul it?" so wherever His elect are hid, they must be found
out, and brought by the Spirit of God as the blood-redeemed trophies of
the work of Ohrist Jesus. "He shall say to the north, Give up i and to the
south, Keep not back; bring my sons from far and my daughters from the
ends of the earth."
The fact that the masses will not tolerate Oalvinism is no argument
against the truth, for Ohrist and His Apostles have beaten out this
ground, and shown the saints in all ages that "Strait is the gate that
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it i" while" Broad is the way
and wide the gate that leadeth to destruction, and many there be that go
in thereat." Vital religion is the same now as it was in our Lord's-day,
who gave this test to the Ohurch of God. " If ye were of the world, the
world would love its own, but because ye are not of the world, but I have
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you." The
Apostle also supplies a test as to doctrine when he says, "They are
of the world, therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth
them."
Oalvinism-that is, God's truth-never was and never will be popular
with the masses. The many who are in the broad road to destruction
spurn it, and the few alone who are made" willing in the day of God's
power" receive it.: "My sheep hear my voice, and they follow me," said
our Lord of some, while of others He declared, "But ye believe not,
because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you."
Happy are they who, blest with an experimental acquaintance of their
own ruined, sinful condition, are taught by the Spirit to find a peaceful
refuge in the Blood of the Lamb, know the foundation of their timemercies as the result of everlasting love, and by almighty power are made
faithful to the light given them, whether men will hear or forbear. The
reception of the truth is God's work, the proclamation of the truth is
man's office when taught of God i and those who go forth in the strength
of the Lord; "not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God
deceitfully," shall find the same results that are found in the Scripture-the hatred of the world, the smile of God, and the wrath of Satan. But
the in-gathering of God's elect may be safely left to the love and power of
J ehovah, who appoints the time and the means for the accomplishment of
His own purpose. The servant may never be permitted to see all that
his heart desires of the fruit of his labours i but in love and faith he casts
the bread upon the waters which God will find for His own glory" after
many days i" as saith the word, "For we are unto God a sweet savour of
Ohrist in them that are saved, and in them that perish. To the one we
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are the savour of death unto death, and to the other the savour of life
unto life." So contrary is this to the world's estimate of results, that the
apostle asks, "And who is sufficient for these things fi" But the answer
supplied is, "For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as
of sincerity, but as of God in the sight of God, speak we in Christ."

....\

In the autumn of 1845, Guwergis brought his eldest daughter, then about
twelve years of age, and begged for her admission to the seminary. He
was known as one of the vilest and most defiantly dissolute of the N estorians, and the teacher shrunk from receiving the daughter of such a
man into her-flock. Yet, on the ground that, like her Master, she was
sent not to the righteous, but to the lost, she concluded to receive her.
Still the father, during his short stay, showed such a spirit of avarice and
shameless selfishness-he even asked for the clothes his daughter had on
when she came-that she rejoiced when he went away.
His home was twenty-five miles off, in the mountains, and she hoped
that winter snows would soon shield her from his dreaded visits. Little
did she think that his next coming would result in his salvation. In
February he again presented himself at her door in his Koordish costume,
gun, dagger, and belt of ammunition all complete. He came on Saturday,
when many of the pupils were weeping over their sins; and the teacher
could not but feel that the wolf had too truly entered the fold. He rediculed their anxiety for salvation, and opposed the work of grace, in his
own reckless way. She tried to guard her charge from the attacks as best
she could, but they were too divinely convinced of sin to be much affected
by what he said. His own daughter, at length distressed at his conduct,
begged him to go alone with her to pray. He mocked and jeered, but
went, confident in his power to cure her superstition. " Do you not think
that I too can pray? ' And he repeated over his form in ancient Syriac, as
a wizard would mutt.er his incantation. His child then implored mercy
for her own soul, and for her perishing father, as a daughter might be
expected to do just awakened to her own guilt and the preciousness of
redemption. As he heard the words, "Save, oh, save my father going
down to destruction," he raised his clenched hand to strike; but, aB he
said afterwards, "God held me back from it." No entreaties of his
daughter could prevail on him to enter the place of prayer again that day.
The native teacher, Murad Khan, then recently converted, took him to his
own room, and reasoned with him till late at night. Sabbath morning
found him not only fixed in his rebellion, but toiling to prevent others
coming to Ohrist. At noon Miss Fiske went to the room where he was.
He sat in the only chair there, and never offered her a seat, so she
stood by him and tried to talk; but he sternly repelled every attempt
to speak of Jesus. She then took his hand and said, "Guwergis, I see
you do not wish me to speak with you, and I promise you that I will
never do it again unless you wish it; but pledge me one thing, when we
stand together in judgment, and you are on the left hand-as you must
be, if you go on in your present course-promise me that you will then
testify, that on this twenty-second day of February, 1846, you were
warned of your danger." He gave no pledge, but a weeping voice said,
"Let me pray." The hand was withdrawn, and he passed into the
adjoining room, whence soon issued a low voice, that Miss Fiske could
hardly yet believe was prayer. '1'he bell rung for meeting, and she sent
her precious charge alone, while she stayed to watch the man whose pre~
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vious character and conduct led her to fear that he was only feigning
penitence in order to plunder the premises undisturbed. She stayed till a
low voice seemed to say, "What dost thou here, Elijah?" then went and
took her place in the chapel. Soon the door 0IJened again very gently,
and Deacon Guwergis entered; but how changed! His gun and dagger
were laid aside; the folds of his turban had fallen over his forehead; his
hands were raised to his face, and the hig tears fell in silence; he .sank
into the nearest seat, and laid his head upon the desk.
After Mr.
Stoddard had pronounced the blessing, Miss Fiske requested Mr. Stocking
to see Deacon Guwergis. He took him to his study, and then in bitterness of soul -the recent blasphemer cried out, "Oh, my sins! my sins!
they are higher than the mountains of Jeloo!" "Yei:l," said Mr. Stocking, "but if the fires of hell could be put out, you would not be troubled,
would you?" The strong man now bowed down in his agony, exclaiming, "Sir, even if there was no hell, I could not bear this load of sin; I
could not live as I have lived!'
That night he could not sleep. In the morning Miss Fiske begged Mr.
Stoddard to see him, and after a short interview he returned, telling her
that the dreaded Guwergis was sitting at the feet of J esns. " My great
sins and my great Saviour!" was all that he could say. He "\las subdued
and humble, and before noon left for his mountain home, saying, as he
left, "I must tell my friends and neighbours of sin and of Jesus." Yet he
trembled in view of his own weakness, and the temptations that might
befall him. Nothing was heard from him for two weeks, when Priest
Eshoo was sent to the village, and found him in his own house, telling his
friends of sin and of Jesus. He had erected the family altar, and at that
moment was surrounded by a company weeping for their sins. So changed
was his whole character, and so earnest were his exhortations, that for a
time some looked on him as insane; but the sight of his meekness and
forgiving love under despiteful usage amazed them, and gave them an
idea of vital piety they never had before. He returned to Oroomiah,
bringing with him his wife, another child, and brother, and soon found
his way to Miss Fiske's room. As he opened the door she stood on the
opposite side, but the tears were in his eyes, and, extending his hand as
he approached, he said, "I know you did not believe me, but you will
believe me, will you not?" And she did believe him, and "\londered at her
own want of faith. In a few days he "\las able to tell Mr. tocking with
holy joy, that two of his brothers were anxiously seeking the "\lay of life.
THE OPPOSITION OF THE WORLD TO THE TRUTH.
ACTS xix. 24-34.

history illustrates the true reasons of the world's opposition to God's
truth now, by showing that whenever anything comes between its interest
and advantage, though it may be the cause of truth, it immediately rises
up to defend that interest. So long as religion does not interfere "Ilith its
gains it remains quiet, and even goes so far as to countenance it; but,
when the worship of the true God causes the silver shrines to be less
sought after, then it makes" no small stir," but calls together its votaries
and says, "Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our wealth." The
zeal of these Ephesians for the temple of theu' goddess "\las secondary to
the danger their occupation was in of being set at nought. And how often
do we find self-interest the ruling pa,ssion of many who oppose the truth,
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and also of those who make a profession of religion, but who do not like
to sacrifice anything for Ohrist, thus fulfilling His own words: ".Ye cannot
serve God and mammon." There are many like the young man in the
Gospel, who would go away "exceeding sorrowful" if they were told
to "sell all that they have;" and, though outwardly not far from the
kingdom of God, are yet just far enough to be cast, with the unprofitable
servant, into outer darkness. So then the world opposes the truth because
those who hold and believe the truth testify against the world that its
deeds are evil. It opposes it because the truth enlightens men's eyes to
see the utter worthlessness of all the world calls good, and it opposes it
because the-truth maketh free, and delivers from the hard bondage and
cruel tasks which the world imposes on those who are its slaves, placing
such a line of demarcation between the follower of Ohrist and the worldling, as cannot fail to prove a barrier to either attempting to pursue the
same course as the other, if each be true to their own principles. "Every
one that is of the truth heareth my voice," says our blessed Saviour.
" And ye shall know the tr.uth, and the truth shall make you free." "I
am the Way, the Truth, and the Life."
W.

,-.

PLAIN REMARKS ON PORTIONS OF HOLY SORIPTURE.
" To Him give all the prophet8 witne88, that through Hi8 name wh080ever
believeth in Him 8hall receive remi88ion of 8in~."-AcTs x. 43.
ALL the prophets were inspired by the Holy Ghost; yet they were not
sinless men, for they often confessed their sins, and prayed for pardon.
They all spoke highly of" Him," not of themselves. Those favoured by
the Holy Spirit extol Ohrist. The huly prophets never contradicted
themselves in what they testified of" Him." What a blessed" Him! "
How the prophets admired, loved, and. adored " Him!'.' They testified
of His divinity, humanity; of His coming from heaven to earth; of His
work, sufferings, death, resurrection, ascension, intercession, and of His
second coming.
othing was ever said by anyone against the Lord
Jesus Ohrist while under the gracious inspiration of the Holy Ghost. The
internal teaching of the Holy and blessed Spirit in the. souls of God's
people agrees with what the prophets said of "Him." Ohrist cannot be
extolled too highly for those quickened sinners who know what it is to be
"brought low," and have had their many sins pardoned" through His
name." The pardon of their sins was purposed, purchased, and promised.
Sin must be known as a reality in the soul before a felt pardon can be realized. But what a precious Gospel! "Whosoeverbelieveth in Him, " &c. ; not
whosoever worketh, prayeth, preacheth, weepeth, striveth, but" believeth
in Him." How much there is included in this believing in Him! The
new birth precedes this believing in Him. To believe in God's" unspeakable gift" to the saving of the soul, faith is given to all who are
" ordained to eternal life." A sinner must receive a gracious gift from
God before he will or can believe savingly in God's" unspeakable gift."
Oan a natural man produce in his heart spiritual faith? No. Faith
not only credits what God saith, but it cleaves to Him who hath said it.
No man is a true believer till it be given him through grace to believe,
and that on Ohrist's behalf. Not one sinner who has" the faith of God's
elect" in his heart will taste the second death; hut all who live and die
without it will not have eternal life ; for it is written, "He that believeth
not shall be damned."
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"I w£ll feed the flock of slaughter." -ZEillI. xi. 7.
What, slaughtered sheep need feeding! Who can feed such? " The
good Shepherd." Slaughtering work comes before feeding work. SheRp
have to be brought to the slaughter-house for the purpose of being
slaughtered. There they are killed, cut up, or cut open. Jesus" was
led as a lamb to the slaughter." The sword of justice slaughtered Him.
His people, when brought to feel as Paul did, as stated in Romans vii. 9,
" When the commandment came, sin revived, and I died." Here he was
in the slaughter-house, slaughtered by the holy law of God. Mter this
slaughtering .work what an appetite was created in him by the Holy
Spirit for the blessed food which the good Shepherd feeds such with!
Dear man, he seemed to be full when he said, "I have all and abound"
(Phil. iv. 18). He was fed by no stinting hand.
" The secret of the Lord is w£th them that fear Him, and He will shew them
His covenant."-PsALM xxv. 14.
This covenant is not seen unless the Lord shows it. The covenant
of grace is not graciously shown to any but those who are eternally
interested in it. Oh, this everlasting covenant! What love in God the
Father to determine, purpose, and choose to save in His dear Son a
multitude of sinners, which no men can number.
This was not done in haste as some agreements or bargains are
made. How solemn the counsAl! How gloriously the attributes and
perfections of the high and mighty One shine forth in connexion
with the covenant of grace. It "as at this counsel the Church was given
to the Lord Jesus Christ. Did He accept of the gift willingly? Oh, yes.
"His delights were with the sons of men" (Prov. viii. 31). Yet He
then knew He would be hated by those with whom were His delights. It
was known by the great eternal Three that man would sin. The fall did
not take the Lord by surprise. Did His people's sin change the Father's
mind towards them? No. Did God the Son accept of all their responsibilities? Yes. He saw they would fall, and engaged to raise them;
that they would be in debt, and engaged to pay their debt; that they
would be ruined, and engaged to restore them; that they "ould be in
prison and engaged to bring them out; that they would be under the
curse, and engaged to redeem them from it; that they "ould be naked,
and engaged to clothe them; that they would be filthy, and engaged to
cleanse them; that they would wander, and engaged to bring them back;
that they would be in darkness, and engaged to bring them out of it; that
they would be lost, and engaged to save them. 0 Thou holy spotless
Jesus, make my heart in love with Thee, and show me that I am in the
covenant of grace of which Thou art the Mediator. vVhat a vast work
Jesus undertook to do on behalf of "the election of grace." Did He
break down?
No.
Hark! hark! hark! Ye angels of light, ye
"spirits of just men made perfect," ye who feel on the brink of destruction, ye devils in hell, even the chief of you: "It is finished."
Did not God the Holy Spirit also engage to convince the vessels of
mercy of their sins, to quicken, instruct, guide, bear witness, with the
Spirit of their adoption, to make known to them the relationship which
subsisted between them and God from all eternity, to comfort them in all
their tribulations, to show them what they are in themselves, what Christ
is to them, to reveal Christ to their souls, to open up and apply His

,..-
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precious truth to their understandings and hearts? Yes, the Holy Spirit
knew full well that those in whom He engaged to work would in their
own nature be opposed to His work; yet the foreknowledge of this did
not prevent Him from undertaking to bring into spiritual life, and compel
those to sigh, cry, and pray to the Lord for that salvation which He, in
conjunction with God the Father and God the Son, appointed them unto.
" When I said, My foot slippeth; Thy mercy, 0 Lord, held me up."-PSALM
xciv. 18.
Here is th.e Lord's mercy, holding up a slipping child. How many slips
during one day! Temper-slips, lip-slips, life-slips, thought-slips, and
heart-slips. Sometimes it is more than a slip, even a fall. Mercy holds
up the slipping one. How indebted the children of God are to mercy.
Mercy raises up, and holds up. Some of the people of God have been
enabled to walk without an open fall; such as would have attracted the
notice of the world; but who among them have gone through the journey
of life, even after being born again of the Spirit, without slipping? The
people o~ the world take notice of the open falls of the Lord's people.
The Lord's people themselves take notice of their inward slips, when their
consciences are truly alive. Persons taught by the Holy Spirit see sin,
when, where, and in what" the rest" do not discover it in.

THE WARFARE WITH THE FLESH.
"IJewrlty beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly
lusts, wltich war against the soul."-l PETER ii. 1l.
TRE two epistles of Peter are so remaJ.'kable for brevity, simplicity, and
fulness in the developmen of the sacred elements that characterize doctrinal, experimental, and practical religion, that may be truly designated
multum in pat"vo. The Apostle is also >cry careful in drawing a line of
distinction between the seeds of the fir t and the lVecond Adam; the flesh
and the Spirit; they that serve God and they that serve Him not, for, saith
he, "The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and
to reserve the unjust until the day of judgment to be punished" (2 Peter
ii. 9). He also insists that the great doctrines of divine grace, when pro-·
fessedly embraced, should show forth divine effects-that the root and offspring ofthe Spirit of Christ should beal: corresponding fruit; and that where
this fruit is wanting, there are wells WIthout water, clouds that are carried
with a tempest, to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. The
dearly beloved whom the Apostle so affectionately addresses, as strangers
and pilgrims, are those who have been made partakers of the divine
nature of Christ, by being" begotten again of His abundant mercy unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an incorruptible inheritance, and born agai!l' n?t of corrupt~ble seed, but of
incorruptible, by the Word of God whICh liveth and abldeth for ever."
Those who have been made acquainted with their high standing in the
Lord Jesus Christ, by covenant union and covenant relationship; those
who have received a most blessed and special assurance of their election
of God, unto the special privileges of a glorious inheritance; those who
are lively stones, built up a spiritual house upon the foundation and chief
Corner-stone which is laid in Zion, which Stone is also a Stone of
stumbling, and a Rock of offence to them that stmnble at the word, being
I
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disobedient, whereunto also they were appointed. And oh, what a mar-'
vellous mercy they were not all appointed to disobedience and stumbling.
It is indeed a marvellous mercy, that the Lord hath set apart by covenant
deed a seed to serve Him; to which seed, at the appointed time, is the
glorious Gospel of the grace of God manifested, and the seed brought into
visible existence in every age and generation, as strangers and pilgrims,
according to the commandment of the everlal:lting God for the obedience of
faith.
"Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain
from fleshly )usts." The request that the apostle makes of the beloved
strangers and pilgrims is a very solemn one, and also a very great
one; one that at first sight seems quite impracticable. The poor
strangers and pilgrims know full well that the heart of man is deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked; full of carnal desires, inordinate
affections, envyings, covetousness, and every other deceitful and hurtful
lust, and is of the flesh fleshly. And how to abstain from possessing them
seems a very difficult problem. That they are, there is no denying; and
the Apostle could not mean to abstain from possessing them, which he
knew to be an impossibility. But, if we call to our aiel the exhortation of
the Apostle Paul, in his epistle to the Romans, we may be able to arrive
at a solution of the difficulty. The groat Apostle of the Gentiles exhorts
to put on the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and make no provision for the flesh to
fulfil the lusts thereof (Rom. xiii. 14). It is necessary to be clear upon
this point, for much of our personal peace in Ohrist Jesus depends upon a
right apprehension of the Holy Spirit's meaning of this important passage.
What the Apostle intended to convey to strangers and pilgrims was, that
they were to abstain from making any deliberate provision for carrying
into effect, any evil inclination or lustful design, that might be conceived
in the carnal mind, according to the dictates of the lust of a deceitful,
wicked, carnal heart. How many poor souls have had to bless and praise
our covenant GodJor the interposition of His divine providence, when in
the very act of making provision to carry out some lustful design, and
frustrating all the carefully and well-arranged plans, and at the moment
the disappointment hath caused many angry and rebellious passions to
arise against both the wisdom and power of God, but ultimately brought
to acknowledge and adm.il'e the wonderful gGvernment of Ohl'ist in the
regulation of all circums~ances, bot~ great and the most minute, to the
praise and honour of His own glol'loUS name, and to the present and
etel'llal peace of strangers and pilgrims.
Fleshly lusts are part and parcel of the old man of sin, and are ever at
enmity with the new man of grace. The opposition that is offered is so
powerful, that, were it not for a far greater and more superior force to
dispute their dominion, the most fatal effects of the works of the flesh
would result. The Apostle .l:'aul is very pointed upon this: "This
I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the
flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spil'it against the
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other; so that ye cannot do
the things that ye would. But if ye be led by the Spil'it, ye are not under
the law" (Gal. v. 16: see to end of chapter). And behold what an awful
catalogue of iniquity springs out of the deceitful fleshly heart of man, and
is carried into effect more or less in some or other of its various workings,
if unrestrained by the power and grace of our triune J ehovah. Thel'efore
it is clear, that it is entirely through the sin-subduin~ and sin-restraining
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power and influence of God the Holy Ghost, that is so abundantly manifested and shed abroad in the soul, that makes strangers and pilgrims
to abstain from fleshly lusts, that war against the soul.
" Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts which war against the souL" "Which war against the soul."
The souls of strangers and pilgrims do not long together enjoy uninterrupted peace. The Lord Jesus Ohrist is their peace, having reconciled
them unto God by the blood of His cross at the time when they were
aliens and strangers from the commonwealth of Israel, and the covenants
of promise. - He dwells in them, walks and reigns in them, declaring
Himself to be their God and they to be His people, but not with undisputed right and authority. Fleshly lusts and carnal desires dispute His
divine right to overthrow their dominion, and wages a heavy warfare to
recover it, and to bring the soul back to its former course, as in time past,
" wherein it walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, and to the spirit that worketh in the
children of disobedience." Sometimes the warfare is very fierce and
desperate, threatening to completely overthrow the spiritual dominion of
Ohrist; but, blessed be God and the word of His grace, which declares
that" sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not under the law,
but under grace," and" grace reigns through righteousness in every soul
that believeth." Therefore, grace in its various moods of operation is
the spiritual weapon with which the soul fights in the warfare with fleshly
lusts, and made more than conqueror through Him that loved him, and
gave him this "eapon; which the apostle saith is not a carnal one: "For
though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (for the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the
pulling do\\U of strong holds;) casting down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thouKht to the obedience of Ohrist; and having in a
readiness to revenge all disobedience, "hen your obedience is fulfilled"
(2 001'. x. 3-6). Blessed weapon this; the only "eapon that is at all
calculated to keep in subjection carnal affections and fleshly lusts. It is
sufficient for every emergency. It not only subdues the corruptions of
the carnal heart, but it also repels the fiery darts, of temptation, and lifts
up the cross when the enemy cometh in like a flood. The Lord Jesus
Ohrist replied to the apostle Paul's request in a great emergency: "My
grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made perfect in weakness."
The grace (which is nothing more or less than the free unmerited favour)
of God does everything in the salvation of a soul. It arranged the conditions of the eternal covenant; it gave us the Lord Jesus Ohrist; it gave
us the Holy Spirit; it gave us the word of God; it is God's eternal love ;
it is God's eternal mercy; it is God's goodness, kindness, faithfulness,
and ti'uthfulness. It is our strength in weakness, help in trouble, our
weapon in warfare, our shield in danger, our all in everything appertaining to a poor lost soul's salvation, because every provision made for time
and eternity is the effect and fruit of the eternal grace of our triune
Jehovah.
Many of the dearly-beloved strangers and pilgrims have, by sowing to
the flesh, had of the flesh to reap the bitter fruits of corruption. The
attempt to make provision to fulfil the lusts of the flesh have caused many
soul-travails in deep and bitter sorrow, when the combination of ci;-cum~
stances have worked in the opposite direction, and thereby ensnaring and
I I
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taking them in their own net. Fleshly lusts are at enmity with the soul,
waging" terrible war against its best interests, often invading the sacred
habitation of the Spirit of Christ, and thereby grieving the Holy Spirit of
promise, which must end in rebuke and severe chastisement. The Lord
very blessedly and mercifully watches over the best and most vital interest
of the souls of His dearly-beloved strangers and pilgrims, upsetting and
overthrowing the designs formed of carrying into the fullest extent of
effect carnal, sinful, fleshly lusts which war against the soul.
Prestwich.
W. G.
FEAR
LUKE

NOT!
xii. 32.

FEAR not, little flock, while you're wandering here,
Your path is a rough one, but Jesus is near:
No foe can molest you, no terror affright,
Without His permission, by day or by night.
Fear not, little flock, tribulation and pain,
At present though grievous, shall work for your gain;
Through many a trial He'll bring you, to prove
The strength of His arm and the depth of His love.
Fear not, little flock, when supplies seem to fail,
And anxious forebodings your bosoms assail;
Oh, think, would He stoop the young ravens to feed,
And care not for you, in your dark hour of need?
Fear not, little flock, though you dread the rough blast,
-And wonder how long your poor raiment will last ;
Each garment you need was selected and bought
By Him who your robe of salvation hath wrought.
Fear not, little flock, while your sins you deplore,
And tremblingly think He'll be gracious no more;
Your sins may obscure the sweet light of His face,
But never can alter His purpose of grace.
Fear not, little flock, 'tis no goodness in you
Impels His kind heart to be faithful and true;
His own, by redemption, He cannot but save
Each sheep whom the Father in covenant gave.
Fear not, little flock, His good pleasure and will,
His oath and His promise He'll surely fulfil :
The kingdom is yours, though the earth should remOTe;
He knows no mutations, but rests in His love.
Fear not, little flock, though the foe is at hand,
And fast-coming darkness o'ershadows the land;
No weapon shall prosper that's meant for your harm,The Lord is your shield of defence from the storm.
Fear not, little flock, though the fold may abound
With wolves in sheep's clothing within and around;
No lion nor ravenous beast shall be there
In the home He has gone for His saints to prepare.
Fear not, little flock, when to Jordan you come,
Its last heaving billow shall waft you safe home:
You never can founder, with Ohrist for your Friend;
For, once having loved you, He'll love to the end.
Scarborougli.
W. S. ROBINSON.
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OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS· OF GOD'S SERVANTS.

" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace."

-PSALM xxxvii.

37.

A "WISE SON," WHO MADE A "GLAD FATHER."
(Concludedf1'ompage 376.)

::.-

IN the year of Jubilee under the law, when all in the bonds of servitude
were releasea, though there was much rejoicing in Israel, there was also
great solemnity, as an ordinance of God it must necessarily be so. In like
manner with the solemn prescript of death! this day of deliverance to the
captive soul of a believer: there are the same mingled feelings of "fear
and great joy." For, as with the bringing up out of captivity is a~sociated
the forgiveness of sin (Isa. lxxxv. 1, 2), so with our final release from the
"bondage of corruption," there is the full manifestation of the pardoning
love and mercy of God. But, in the experiencing of these things, the
rejoicings of heart is with trernblings of the flesh; and thus faith and feelings alternate in every child of God.
My son Josiah was the subject of these diverse conflicting sensibilities.
Thus at one time he said, "the more I suffer in body the happier I am in
my mind." Whereas on another occasion he said, "he was not half so
happy in himself as when he was first taken ill, for that he could neither
feel, think, nor pray." The fact is the mind partook of the weakness of the
body, and thus, though he was stedfast in faith, he was variable in his
feelings. But these mutable conditions of a believer, though they mark
his state, they do not militate against his standing. What he is in himself
is of man, wha he is in Christ, is of God; and these variations of exercise
do but show the workings of the flesh and Spirit in their constant strivings for the mastery within.
Now the wicked. have no snch changes: the righteous suffer many:
"they mount up to heaven, to go down again to the depths." Nevertheless it is with the righteous as so blessedly stated in that verse of a hymn
which was specially precious to Josiah (and therefore sung at his burial),
" In every state secure,
Kept as J ehovah's eye;
'Tis well with them while life endure,
And well when called to die."
" Well when caRed to,die," what a delightful thought! but" Called to diel"
What a solemn summons! "And the Lord said unto Moses, behold, the
days approach that thou must die." What a mercy to know" our times
are in His hand" and that
" Till He bids we cannot die."
But when the" time to die" arrives, none can avert God's appointment
or period. And yet how we pray against it, and try to prevent it. This
also is vanity: for the wi. of the Lord must be done. Thus not all that
we could do to strengthen and slIpport our now mere skeleton of a son, seemed
to be of any avail: for the Spirit of the Lord having" blown" upon this
family" flower," he withered and faded away. But, as the glory of man
in his strength gave place to thewreck of human nature through weakness, the decaying of the" outward" man seemed to be the Lord's. special
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time for the renewing ofthe "inward." But not as wrought, so also are the
works of God realized; the double blessing is not invariably enjoyed. Thus
it was with our declining J osiah at this time, as one of the good books
we read to him declared, "You may not always have the comfort of the
Lord's presence, but you always have the benefit of it." Nevertheless so
faithful was He who had some long time promised that" He would not
plead against him with His great pc,wer," that He put strength enough in
my son to make him both cheerful at the prospect that was before him,
and to bow in reverence at the affliction from God that was upon him.
Thus, though he had said when in health that it was" the pain and suffering in sickness and death that he most dreaded," yet now that he was
on the very borders thereof, all this fear was taken away, and not the
" last enemy" did he so much dread, as the lame];(ted absence and felt
loss of his Beloved. Hence being favoured with a God-fearing person in
our kind medical attendant, it was unto him that J osiah said, "I have no
fear of dying, but I want to feel Jesus more precious to my soul." This
was cause for thankfulness indeed, and I do hope real gratitude of heart
was felt by us all at this unspeakable mercy of our God.
Nor did the" God of all comfort" stop here: for He made His abundant consolations to abound also, in the Bethel "Which through His presence alid blessing the bedroom of death became. Thus, though the sickc4amber was now assuming a solemnity that only the prospect of death
can impart, still no horrors, no terrors "Were there. The" enemy" and the
" avenger" were stilled in their disturbing power, and all was quietness,
patience, and peace. He seemed to be sailing into the harbour of rest,
under the banner of eternal love. It was indeed with J osiah as one other
of his favomite hymns so truthfully and touchingly describes,
" As when a child, secure from harms,
Hangs on its mother's breast;
Safe folded in her anxious arms,
Receiving food and rest :And while through many a painful path,
The travelling parent speeds,
The fearless babe, with passive faith,
Lies still and yet proceeds."
It was just in this quietude, and conscious safety, that J osiah now
seemed to lie, and ripen for. immortal glory. And it was upon hearing
the gentle sound of the opelllllg the" gates of death," that "We were led to
talk much upon the solemn subject, as it is scripturally set before us.
And thus was it presented to the mind at the time, which we no"W write
for the perUEal and consideration of the reader.
There are two ways of dying the" common death of all." First as the
righteous, second as the wicked. And these diverse deaths are in accordance with correspondent lives. Now we may lay it down as a positive fact
that every man and woman in the world is living in, and unto, some
person and thing-either in sin and error, and thus unto the devil, or
in righteousness and the holiness of truth unto God. For as the Scripture saith," no man liveth unto himself:" and, as a man lives, so will he die;
for" no man dieth unto himself." To God or to Satan, then, it must be, botJ.
in life and in deatJ., and" in the place where the tree falleth there it shall
lie.", What a solemn thought! The important question therefore is not
so much wJ.en. shall we die, as how and to whom; and this we may know
in the consci~nce, by our honest answer to the question, Unto wha~ and to
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whom are we living? I am not now speaking of God's sovereignty, as in
the case ofthe dying thief, but the evidences (or their absence) of man's
"common salvation." To "know Him" is life eternal; to know Him not, is
everlasting death. "Died Abner as a fool dieth 'f" Yes, without wisdom,
for the "fool" in Scripture is the" natural man," who receiveth not,
neither lmoweth, the things of God. And the verdict of God pronounced
upon such is, "Ye shall all of you die like men," that is, like sinful men!
because as natural men they have lived in sin, and therefore (as our Lord
also saith) "Ye shall die in your sins." This is death, and destruction in
death, the clestruction of both hope and-expectation, the" sudden destruction " of the wicked without the" remedy" of the righteous; the portion
of the' ungodly who having served divers lusts and pleasures all their sinful lives, are now" killed with death," and that, by the slaying power of
God's wrath and judgment. Not so the righteous; for having" suffered"
by the will of God, in the flesh, through sin, and being made free therefrom, have become servants to God, "they have their fruit unto holiness,
and the end, everlasting life." " Pl'ecious," then, in the sight of the Lord
" is the death of His saints ;" because in them He sees the travail of His
soul, which travail He endured on their behalf when the "sorrows of
death" compassed Him about, and the" pains of hell" gat hold upon
him. And this "trouble" and "sorrow" He found, that His people
might go free. Oh, what a blessed secret is here! In the new and living
way cast up by God which He hath consecrated to His Church by the
blood and sacrifice of Christ, the saints of-the Most High walk in sweet
reconciliation with the Father through the death of His Son, who, by
and in His death, suffered and swallowed up our death; so that in this
pathway of righteousness there is "no death," that is, in its penalty and
bitter poignancy to the redeemed children of God. Believers, then, who
"in death are not divided" (from Christ) are the" blessed dead," who
"die in the Lord;" and this is called a "falling asleep," and, as in sleep
there is unconsciousness of "hat is going on, so departing saints are
said not to "see death," nor to ' ta-su of death;" that" sight" and that
" taste," to the fulness of every death, having being endured by Christ, when,
in "agony" and" bloody sweat," "He died for our sins."
But" there is no peace, saith the Lord, to the wicked." The evil ways
of the ungodly weary everyone of them in life; and the sins of the wicked
will not suffer them to sleep in death. Therefore, in full and wakeful consciousness of the awful" hell" that follows" death," they are slain in the
slaughter of this last and fatal" war."
But" the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, upon them that
hope in His mercy;" what for, my" Lord? " to deliver their souls from death."
Oh, how precious. Having abolished death and brought life and immortality to light, the glorious Christ Himself is the Gospel of salvation to
their ransomed souls. Then well may the apostle Paul preach the good
news thereof thus, "For if by one man's offence death reigned by one, much
more they that receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteousness, shall reign in life by one Jesus Christ," and I confess there is no one
truth that more consoles my mind in the prospect of death that this 7'eigning
in life by one Jesus Christ: triumphing over Satan's power, by the power of
Christ! death being swallowed up in the victory of Christ. the" sting of
death" being taken away by the sufferings of Christ! the "strength of
sin" destroyed through the obedience Of Christ! the grave being over. come by the victorious resurrection of Christ, and heaven opened by the
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triumphant entrance of Christ! Th?tS Christ is the strength, of every believer's
S01tl both in !tfe and in death, and our God can reign as much in the one as
in the other. And thus He does to the righteous according to His word
by the mouth of His apostle Paul thus: "All things are yours, whether
life or death," &c., all included in the" gift of righteousness," and all of
which therefore" work together" for our" good." Death then is yours, dear
believer, not to sport or trifle with, but to rejoice in and triumph over.
May it be the happiness of both reader and writer when they come to die,
still then to "reign in life by one Jesus Christ."
Now, these were some of the blessed truths that the Lord, in so much
love and mercy, was opening the mind of my Josiah to receive, and therefore he entered into our Scripture readings, and prayerful meditations
therein, with all his heart. He was fully persuaded that the last dark
valley could not be passed without the presence, protection, and inwrought
reigning power of Christ. Also that the same Lord who had taught Mm
how to live, must in like manner teach him how to die,. as Peter said,
"Knowing that shortly I must put off this, my tabernacle, even as 01tr
Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me." So that our blessed Lord must show
us how to "die unto Him," as well as how to "live unto Him!" that
whether living or dying, we may be manifestly, experimentally, consecratively, and rejoicingly, the Lord's.
But these triumphant blessings, pertaining to the end of time to us, we
must patiently wait to receive. For" now," as the Apostle said, "we
see not all things put under Him." No, nor do we really need the sight till
the" last enemy" comes as the King of tenors unto us. But the fact remains the same--faith's truths abide, founded on the promises of God;
and there is no doubt, in my mind, that at the needed moment, whether
in life, or in dea.th, we shall see that very enemy destroyed that then torments
us most. For our God, who afllicts, but never persecutes or forsakes, will
be sure to speak 'some strength-imparting truth to the soul, as one" having
authority" over all flesh, men, and devils. Until when, may we live in
sweet persuasio,n of the fact that, though we must die, as our Lord said to
Martha, "Lazarus is dead," yet shall it be with us also as Jesus furthermore declared, " Our friend Lazarus sleepeth." For" they who sleep in
Jesus will God bring with Him." Here, then, let us rest in the pro pect of
dissolution though dark may be the path that leads us to the tomb.
Thus I proceed.
IJec. 24th, 1868.-My dear son was very ill, and, being now so weak
ann prostrate, he could neither move, or be moved, in bed. Oh, what a sight
was thus presented to our view. whilst to the poor helpless sufferer it
seemed to be the severest part of his long and weary trial. Indeed, he
found it to be hard work now to retain his quiet integrity before God.
Thus so sorely was he tried on this point that, through his extreme bodily
weakness, and great inward suffering, he did once cry out, "Oh, dear! "
and said, "he began to get tired of it." But the little cloud that thus
overshadowed him for a time was soon removed, and again with him it
was a suffering the will of God in submission and silence. With the sympathizing household it was as if all our powers were paralyzed. Awestricken as we were, we could inwardly groan and pray, but could not
speak. ' Nature and life seemed brought to a solemn pause. As for myself I could only commune with my own heart, and be still. Prayer
seemed the only resource, and Christ the only refuge. The God to whom
power belongeth still commanded the strength of my dear wife, who felt
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now sustained by that Scripture which He gave her concerning him,
"I have created him for my glory." Whereas my poor heart this
Christmas Eve, 1868, poured forth its prayer in plaintive strains, of which
the following forms a part:Come, dearest Lord, to his bedside,
And open all thine heart;
That he may in Thy Love confide,
And in Thy strength depart.
Bear him away, on angels' wings,
To he<;Lven's eternal bliss;
And take him, 0 Thou King of kings,
From such a world as this.
Put him to sleep in Jesus arms,
That he may die in peace;
And we will lay his case of bones,
Where all life's troubles cease.
Ohristmas.day, 1868.~Our once highly.favoured home, with its cheerful fireside, and happy surrounding group! now all was still, cold, and
dull. What a changing scene is life! Perhaps with our former hilarity
there was much folly, hQ.t it seemed now as if God would not let us have
even the innocent pleasures of family life. We therefore felt called upon
to accept our wisely-appointed, me.asure of life's evils; this evidently
being with us, by the will of God, a "time to kill," a "time to break
down," a "time to rend," and a "time to keep silence." Does the
reader know anything of these heaven-ordained" times?" They are the
certain forerunners of those" healing," "planting," "building up," and
"embracing times," that God most surely brings in their season to all His
tried and exercised people.
IJee. 26th.-Fel impressed with the importance of putting some close
and solemn que tiOllS to my son, founded upon the subjects we had then
been reading and talk:ing about. Thus I said, "I hope, my dear boy, the
Lord is with you, and that amidst all your afIlictions it is faith in Christ
Jesus?" He smiled, and nodded assent. I then said, "Is Jesus all
your hope and trust?" He replied, firmly, "Yes, father." I then added,
" In the face of all you have gone through and suffered, can you justify
God, and say' it is well' ?" He answered, "I hope I can." Immediately
after this it was just as if Satan had heard all that had passed between us,
and full of fury came in to shake his confidence and disturb his repose.
Thus the poor sufferer was seized with a violent attack of his heart, which
made him gasp for breath. Oh, it was a fearful sight! at the foot of the
bed sat my wife and the nurse, with their eyes fixed on the ground and
deep in thought, my choking self at the bedside with a painfully-heaving
breast, and so oppressed, that I felt constrained to cry out for relief,
"Oome, Lord Jesus, come quickly; into Thy hands I commend his spirit."
. But it was not yet his "time to die," though we each, and the poor
sufferer too, thought it was. But he was, nevertheless, the least disturbed
of us all; the good Lord, though He this once (as He does mostly to them
that are His) permitted Satan to touch all but his life, yet He did not suffer the enemy to "exact" upon him. As God did not plead against him
with His great power, the strength of the "waster" to destroy, was weak and
in vain. Thus my poor dear son soon regained his wonted composure,
and on his placid countenance was his accustomed smile. Our faithful
nurse (who, with our sympathizing domestic servant, seemed to profit
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much by this afflictive dispensation) said" she had waited on many persons in sickness, and death, but never saw one so peaceful and calm;"
adding, "I am glad I was there, 'twill be a lesson to me as long as
I live." Thus who can tell the blessing that may grow out of this afflictive event? But to God be all the praise, for He it was who wrought the
whole. It was of the Lord's mercies that my son was consumed. On
the contrary, the God of salvation so covered him with His feathers of
protection, and preserved him under the shadow of His wings, that he
was neither afraid of the" terror by night," nor of the" arrow that flieth
by day." T:p.e" pestilence that walketh in darkness" did not disturb
him, and the" destruction that wasteth at noonday" did not distress him.
Though he found trouble and sorrow in his measure, and had his days of
adversity in their season, yet now it was" peace" in the presence of war,
and "life" in the midst of death. " And the sucking child shall play on
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den: they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith
the Lord." Just so it was with my weaned, wise-made son, who m'ade
glad his heavenly Father, and earthly father too. Indeed, he has outrun
me to the sepulchre completely, and supplanted me by maturity entirely.
And thus it is, "a child shall clie an hundred years old;" for God reckons
not age by time, but ripeness for eternal glory.
The dawning of the year 1869 was the opening of he portals of heaven
to his soul. The poor body was somewhat distmbed in the morning, and
a little agitation seized his mind, but his greatest fear was lest he should
lose his senses, and say things he ought not. But this was mercifully
prevented, for he retained his full consciousness to the la~t. His kind
and much interested doctor being sent for (who immediately saw how he
was) the following conversation took place. Mr. O. 0.: "Now, J osiah,
I must tell you that your time is but short on the earth; in this extremity, can you say you are still trusting in the Lord Jesus Ohrist for
life and salvation?" To whic:h Josiah firmly replied, " Yes, sir, I can."
This last interview seemed to afford the dear patient much relief;
indeed, we really believe he was glad to be told that "the time of his
departure was at hand." For he received the announcement with all
resignedness and composure, and seemed to be so "ready to depart" that
on being' offered a little stimulant by the nUTse, he said, "]Yo more, I
thank you." The fact is he had now done with all earthly things, his
house was in order, and being' "called to die," calmly waited for the
welcome summons. His endearing associations with us also being ended,
he asked for nothing and for no one, not even for me, his fond father, who
was asleep on the sofa below. His desu:e seemed to be to depart £n peace,
and not to be d£sturbed. Thus upon making a slight moaning sound, that
at once caught the listening ear of my ever-watchful wife, and who said,
" What is the matter, my dear? can I do anything for you?' he immediately put up his finger, as if to impose silence in the presence of death!
And the solemn stillness was only broken after this by the fain cry of the
departing one, "Lord, Lord, Lord," when he gently tlU'ned his head
aside, and sweetly fell asleep.
Chelmsford, Jan. 1st, 1869.
Believers are as- safe in the hands of God a the lowest ebb, as at the
highest spring-tide of sensible comfort.
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"M. S."

WITHOUT doubt most of our readers are familiar with the initials "M. S,"
of Northampton. For little short of twenty years she was among our
correspondents, and we believe, without exception, she was the most despO;'ldi.'1g about her state. Her letters were very concise, but almost invariably expressive of fear and dread as to what would be the final issue.
Many years ago, the Lord of a sudden laid her upon a sick-bed, and she
wrote to us immediately stating the fact, at the same time saying she
Knew not what the Lord was about to do. It pleased Him, however, to
raise her up again, and then she wrote apprizing us of the calm and
peaceful stata in which her mind had been kept during that attack. In
reply, we expressed our conviction, that her" perfect peace" was only the
earnest of -what it would most assuredly be when she came to die. She
lapsed, however, into her previous state of fear and dark and gloomy apprehensions. Each and every argument failed to bring her real and lasting peace and enjoyment. "The days of darkness were indeed many"
with our beloved friend; and we felt from time to time that it was the
Lord, and the Lord alone, who could liberate her poor captive soul. The
words of man were valueless. It was the Lord, and the Lord only, who
could effectually say, "Deliver her from going down into the pit. I
have found a ransom." Her kindness and generosity to such as she
believed to be the Lord's people will only be known at the last great day;
"Her works follow her; " but she placed not the weight of a feather
upon anything she ever did or could do. She was one who would gladly
crouch-the lowest and the humblest-at the dear Redeemer's feet, if so be
she could bu :find mercy.
\\hen recently about to -write a line of sympathy to our dear friend,she haTIng abou, the time been much upon the mind,-we received most
unexpectedly the mourning card, announcing her death at the age of 71
years. Upon this, we immediatBly \\1'ote to our dear mutual friend,
Mrs. MOENS, of Birmingham, asking for any particulars she might possess
of her latter end. In reply, we received the following, Wl'itten in our
dear friend's usual sympathy and kindness:
47, Bath Row, Birmingham, June 17, 1869.

My DEAR BROTHER BELOVED IN THE LORD,-Many thanks for YO'ur very
precious note received this morning, although it touched me much to hear
of the gloomy clouds which are hovering over your path. It is easy to
labour in the .vineyard when all is sunshine; but oh! in the midnight
darkness, when the Master hides his face, and the accuser of the
brethren is roaring, it is hard work to speak of, those precious truths of
which no sweet enjoyment is given. Your various outward trials and
perplexities of late have been many, my dear brother, and have weighed
heavily upon you. No doubt the influence of these thing's has had a
depressing influence upon mind and body. I am often led to lift up my
heart for you in earnest breathings to our dear Lord, How often He
"leads the blind by a way we know not," :yet all Hisleadings, even when
most dark and mysterious to us, are ordered in love and wisdom, for the
accomplishment of His own purposes to His Ohurch and people. Hen;e
it is, dear brother, that you are called to pass through these seasons of
distressing gloom, that you may have a heart to feel for the tried aud
tempted, and be able to " speak a word in season to him that is weary.

428

THE GOSl'EL MAGAZINE.

I am just in your position, dear brother, with regard to our dear departed
sisters Mrs. S--. The last note I received from her was a few lines on
the 6th of May, which I enclose. I have written her a few lines of comfort several times since, and, from having no reply, I was quite prepared
to hear of her death. When I received the mourning card, I felt so anxious to hear a few particulars, and did not know anyone in Northampton to whom I could write, that I wrote to the servant who had lived
many years with our dear friend, and received the reply enclosed. Blessed
be God for her dying testimony! after groaning so many years in bondage and distress, 'at eventide it was light.' "
I am thankful to find, dear brother, that the Lord has given you a
help-meet in your dear wife; you are a highly-favoured man to have had
such wives as yours. May the Lord bless you more and more, you and
your chil<hen. In reply to your kind inquires about myself, dear brother,
I am getting very feeble and infirm, and often find the very" grasshopper
a burden," but the Lord is very gracious to me, and, when I am realizing
much of my own weakness, supports me with His strength, and leads me
on with calm anticipation to the rest that remains. I often long for the
power to praise Him more in heart, lip, and life. But, if I had it, no
doubt my treacherous heart would be lifted up with pride: my Father
knows what a worm I am.
Please to give my Ohristian love to your dear wife, dear brother in the
Lord, and believe me
Yours, in much Ohristian sympathy and affection,

E. B. MOENs.
Upon receipt of the foregoing, we wrote to the domestic in question, and
to this letter received the following reply : Northampton, June 30,1869.

REV. SIR,-Having received your affectionate letter on the 26th,
I hope you will excuse this delay. I will endeavour to give a brief outline of our dear Mrs. S--'s last illness. Mrs. S-- was gradually sinking
for six months or more: having a presentiment given her that she should
die and not live, she "set her house in order" and "gave me commandment concerning her bones," and made every possible arrangement
for the appointed time.
Not being able to attend Divine Service in the sanctuary for three
months prior to her death, the Rev. S. G-- ~aited upon her a home to
administer the sacrament, and Mrs. 8--'s own words ~ere, ""ir, you
will be pleased to hear that the promise is fulfilled, that' at evening time
there shall be light,' my fears are all gone." During nine )"eeks confinement MI·s. S - - said little; her sufferings were great; the enemy ~as kept
at a distance. On Thursday before her death I entered her room; after
a few preliminaries I asked her if she was on the rock. Her reply was,
" none but Jesus." She trusted alone in the merits of 000 t.
On Friday she was taken worse, and continued sinking until half-past
two on Sunday morning, when she entered upon her eternal abbath.
Her last words were," Happy, happy. the end draws near." She was
conscious to the last. Sir, having given you this sketch, I thank you for
your kindness on my behalf, and my prayer to God is, that the Lord will
bless you in your own soul and your ministry more and more. Hoping this
will find you and yours, through the blessing of God, in good health.
From yours respectfully,

S. O.
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" DR. DOUDNEY,-As S-'- is not able to write, I have been a fellowservant with her for a space of twenty-one years and nine months. Having
experienced the counsel and advice of Mrs. S--, I hope I can say of a
truth we have been helpers together in prayer and faith and love, and are
able to bear testimony to the truth of what I have said. Please to excuse
this, in haste.
From yours respectfully,
W.G.
[What more need we add? The facts speak for themselves. We
rejoice in the Lord. We bless and praise and adore His great and
glorious name, in that He hath been pleased, in His, divine faithfulness,
all-sufficient grace, and superabounding love and mercy, to bring off our
dear departed sister" more than conqueror through Him that hath loved
her." We exult on her behalf. We rejoice that her days of mourning are
for ever and ever ended. She shall" hunger no more, neither thirst any
more; neither shall the sun light on her nor any heat; for the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed her, and shall lead her
unto living fountains of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from
her eyes."
Dear reader, with what a faithful, gracious, and all-sufficient God have
we to do. How true was He to His word, "at evening-time it shall be
light i" and how sweet and precious the dying testimony of our dear
departed sister: "HAPPY, HAPPY! THE END DRAWS NEAR." Lord, Lord,
do Thou, of Thy great mercy, grant that ours may be a similar testimony
when we shall be called to "depart this life, and be no more seen."
EDITOR.
e copy the annexed letters from the Ea.·then Vessel for July. We are sure our
readers -.rill deeply ympathize with our dear bereaved friend and brother, the more so
when we apprize them that our son, writing from Sydney, under date May 18, states that
Mr. M'Cure had just been summoned to Melbourne, to attend what was quite expected
would prove the death-bed of his married daughter there. Thus our dear brother is called
to encounter stroke upon stroke, but we are sure the Lord -.rill stand by and sustain him.
Re has not been brought on and on, and upheld under such a variety of pe'mliar trials and
afflictions, for nought. No, we are fully assured the Lord -.rill bear him up and bring him
through the furnace, to the praise ofRis own great and glorious name.-ED.]

THE LAST ILLNESS AND DEATH OF MRS. JOHN BUNYAN
M'OURE.
To my dear Brethren and Sisters in Ohrist in England.
DEAR BRETHREN,-It is my painful duty to give you some particulars
respecting the illness and death of my late dear wife, who entered into
her heavenly rest twenty-three days before my arrival in Sydney. Oh,
what a sad and sorrowful home I have now come to, after all the trouble
and sorrow I endured during my long absence in England, on behalf of
our place of worship. It is true that I have been the means, through my
mission to England, of saving the Lord's house from being sold; but I
have lost my wife, and thus have sacrificed my earthly all.
At present, I cau take no pleasure in the work I have had the honour
to accomplish. Our chapel is freed, but I am in bonds. Every time I
see the chapel I am filled with sorrow, knowing that I have freed it at an
immense cost, therefore I fear that I shall never be happy any more in it.
At the same time I know that I am in the hands of my ever-gracious
Lord, who can sustain me here, or send me elsewhere. Not my will, but
thine, 0 Lord, be done. December 17th, my poor wife, while coughing
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violently, ruptured a blood-vessel in her lungs; it was twenty-five minutes
before the hremorrhage ceased, but it came on again the following evening',
and continued twenty minutes. Saturday, remained quiet and cheerful
all day; Sunday, much worse, bleeding came on worse than ever; doctor
pronounced her case very dangerous, no hope of recovering, her left lung
being entirely gone, and only a small piece of the right left. During the
three following weeks the bremorrhage continned, and tben ceased altogether. All through her illness she was wonderfully sustained, never
murmured, but was quite resigned; those who visited her said that they
shall never forget bel' happy state of mind. During the early part of h(,)r
illness, every morning sbe inquired as to the state of the weather, if the
wind was favourable for tbe "Nineveh," "How long it does appeal' before
the ship arrives" (it now being over-due). 'Vhen asked ifshe did not wish
to see her husband, she replied, "Oh, very much; but not if it is not the
Lord's will." February 22nd, the doctor informed my daughter that she
could not live till morning, and requested that she be informed. A very dear
friend, Mr. Mills, was sent for to speak to her upon the solemn subject,
that her end had come. Directly she "as informed she replied, "I am
prepared to go any moment; I have but one earthly wish, and that is,
that I may see my deal' husband once more; but, if it is not the Lord's
will, I am resigned; my will is swallowed up in His." he then spoke of
the two youngest children, Lydia and Arthur, aged eight and ten years,
and said, "I hope they will be cared for, they are too young to be left
without a mother's care." She then told her eldest and fOluth daughters,
Jane and Jemima, how sbe "ished her personal effects to be divided
among the children; and then said, "I am not afraid to die, I am not
afraid of death, I shall be with Jesus, and sball be better off." Several
times during the night she said she could heal' beautiful music and singing,
and surprised that they who stood by could not hear it also, holding up
her hand, saying, "It is coming nearer." Tuesday 23rd, at balf-past six
o'clock, p.m.,she said to her daughters, "Take my hands," which they
did, holding them in theirs. She looked at them with a smile, and said,
"I shall soon be gone, in five minutes." Exactly at tbat time she fell
asleep in Jesus, with a sweet smile upon hel' countenance, which remained
enstamped on her face in death. Although it did not please the Lord· to
spare her life for us to meet once more on earth, I am thankful that she
lived to receive my last letter, and to rejoice, which she did, in the success
the Lord favoured me with, in the completion of my mis"ion in England j
and sometimes expressed a wish if it was the Lord's will that "e might
spend the remainder of our days in that honoured land.
The following letter was addressed to me by brother Mills, who during
my absence, was exceedingly kind and attentive to my dear "ife and
family, and whose testimony for the Lord was blest to her soul. I will
here transcribe it.
"My deal' Brother,- I feel assured that some particulars relating to
your dear wife's state of mind during her illness will be interesting to
'you, and also to others. I believe the Lord's faithfulness and love was
much displayed towards bel' in the peculiarly-trying circumstances in
which she was placed. When her illness became serious, in the early
part of December, she expressed a msh to see me. When I called, we
conversed about the precious things of Christ, and she informed me that
she had derived great spiritual profit from a discourse she had heard me
preach about two months previously from John xiv. 23, and part of the
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24th verse, 'Jesus answered and said nnto him, If a man love me, he
will keep my words, and ,my Father will love him, and we will come
unto him, and make our abode with him; he that loveth me not, keepeth
not my sayings.' This Scripture was by the Holy Spirit made to her a
great comfort; and she wished me to mention it to you, dear brother, as
she thought it would be suitable for her funeral sermon. In her case
love reigned instead of fear so blessedly, that she could speak with the
sweetest composure of anything about her departure to her heavenly
home; and the dear Lord never suffered her to want the support of His
own gracioua presence through the whole of her illness. She said, of
course, she longed to see you; but the day before her death, she said,
when informed that her end was very near, 'My will is swallowed up in
His;' her heart was fixed, trusting in the Lord. On the evening of
February 23rd, she passed peacefdly away, and on 'l'hursday she was
followed by a large number of sorrowing' friends to the house appointed
for all living. On the following Lord's-day, sermons were preached
morning and evening, in in::provement of the sorrowful event to large
congregations of those who deeply sympathized with your dear bereaved
family and yourself. I preached in the morning from Rom. v. 21.· In
the case of our dear sister, grace did reign, in giving and sustaining
spiritual life, and over her special trials, one of which was giVing' you up
to labour in the Gospel the wide world over. Grace reigned over her
natural timidity and over her natural desires, that she looked calmly on
death as putting off this tabernacle and putting on immortality, and
to depart "Was to be with Jesus, which is far better, so mnch better that
those who loved her most dearly could not wish her back. ' Blessed are
the dead that die in the Lord.' Mr. G. Shepherd, of New: Town,
preached in the evening from Gen. v. 24, 'And Enoch walked with God,
and he "Was not; for God took him.' The particulars of which I cannot
give you, as I "Was not able to be present.-I am, dear brother, yours
affectionately,
J OIL, MILLS."
During her illness she desired one of the friends to ask me, on my
arrival, if I had had a presentiment of her illness and death, expressing
her own conviction, saying, 'Yes, I believe that he has.' How remarkable! On the 17th of December, the day she wetS taken ill, those words
came to my mind, 'Be ye reconciled to God;' at the time I could not
understand the object of their application, but I know it now, and feel
my need of the grace to enable me to say, 'My will is swallo""ed up in
His.' And then I dreamed that my wife was dead, and often while in
my cabin praying unto the Lord on her behalf, it appeared as though
some one was saying to me, 'She's dead!' and thus I have often been
stopped whil~ praying. On the Lord's-day before her death, I preached
from 'Love is strong as death,' and was very much exercised in my mind
respecting her. But I hoped for the best, and locked forward to the
time when I should see her face once more, but alas, it was not b:om the
Lord, or it would not have failed. My dear brethren, fare ye well until
next mail, when you may expect to hear from
Yours for Ohrist's sake,
CastlereafJh St., Sydney, April 21, 1869.
JORN Bm-rAJ."\' M'OURE,
Serving God is like gathering spices or flowers, wherein there is some
labour, but the labour ·is recompensed with delight.
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A FEW PLAIN WORDS FROM A PLAIN MAN.
To the Editor of the Rock.
SIR,-I sincerely rejoice in the bold and courageous resistance which you
continue to offer against the fearful encroachments upon our great Protestant and national privileges which characterize the day in which we
live; and I pray God that you may be mercifully sustained and divinely
holpen in your momentous position. I rejoice in the fact that His word
still stands good, "Them that honour me I will honour, and they that
despise me shall be lightly esteemed."
You have, Mr. Editor, upon more than one occasion alluded to one who
has for some time past been a warm advocate of Protestantism in various
parts of the kingdom. I allude to Mr. Mnrphy. In a recent number of
the Bristol Times there is a letter from the Rev. S. A. Walker, Rector of
St. Mary-le-port, Bristol, defending this much-persecuted man, and proposing that a testimonial should be got up for him in recognition of
his self-denying and most perilous labours. I fully sympathize with
the movement. A noble zeal and a praiseworthy outspokenness have
characterized Mr. Murphy's mission in these days of religious declension,
false charity, and unscriptural expediency. Our national mercies and
Gospel privileges are being fJ:ittered away in an effort by unprincipled
men to conciliate Rome. To suppose, however, that Rome will be
satisfied with anything short of absolute control is folly. It is contrary
to her very nature.
She has sought and found in this once free
and enlightened country toleration-she is now seeking equality; this
obtained, she will be contented with nothing short of supremacy. This
secured, what becomes of our freedom of thought and action? Once give
her the power, and Rome will prove as intolerant, as tyrannical, and as
destructive as ever. She would light the fues of Smithfield, and Oxford,
and Gloucester again to-morrow, had she the opportunity. She boasts of
her infallibility and unchangeableness; and, if this be the case, it is but
natural to ask-Did she ever persecute even unto the death? Let the
page of history answer the question; and let our own open Bibles testify
whether or not Romanism is that accursed system which has glutted
itself in human gore, and the ultimate destruction of which is as clearly
foreshown as was the siege of Jerusalem and the scattering of God's
ancient people.
Wherever Popery has been fostered prosperity, even in a human point
of view, has waned. Surely the present condition of England in a commercial aspect may well lead thinking men to ask, is there not a cause?
There is a cause. Verily, God has a controversy with the nation. That
controversy is upon the ground of the disregard of His word, and the
encouragement of a system which has been well said to be " Satan's
masterpiece. "
With regard to Mr. Murphy, as Mr. Walker intimates, he has been
instrumental in rousing slumbering England. The men of the northern
counties especially see what would be the state of things had Rome
suprem~ power in these realms. Both Mr. Walker and Mr. Murphy
well know there would be no more liberty of speech or action here than
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in Ireland. They speak, not from hearsay merely, but from actual
experience. Popery, to be understood, must be seen in operation in
Popish countries. I may, sir, add my feeble testimony to that of Mr.
Walker and Mr. Murphy. As an Englishman, I spent nearly twelve
years in the sister-country. I laboured to my utmost among both Protestants and Roman Oatholics. Through my humble instrumentality, as
curate in sole charge of a country parish, infant, industrial, printing,
agricultural, and embroidery schools were established. To these were
admitted indiscriminately both Protestants and Romanists. There was
not the slightest coercion exercised. The Bible was read, and those who
chose could- attend church; no one was asked to do so. For this simple act
of seeking to benefit these poor. neglected creatures, I was denounced
Sunday after Sunday D.·om the so-called altars of the neighbouring
chapels. And, when at lengtli one of the national schoolmasters (although
in no way connected with our schools) left Romanism, and attended our
Pro e taut serrice , I had within a few weeks some six or seven letters,
the writers declaring they would have my blood if I did not leave the
conntry. I was carried about, shot at, and burnt in effigy. This was
my reward for nearly twelve years' labours, and at a time when I was
instructing the youth in useful arts, and circulating in a poor and obscure
village £25 per week in wages. Under a priest-ridden influence thus was
I treated. These simple facts need no comment. But now, sir, in proof
that the people were urged to this line of conduct, and in proof likewise
that the Protestant clergy are regarded as friends rather than enemies,
and that the Protestant Ohurch in Ireland is not unpopular with the
people I "ill ask your permission to quote from a letter I recently
recei,ed from one of the National schoolmasters, adjacent to the parish
in "hich I so long laboured. I had not heard of the writer in question
since I left Ireland until I received his letter dated" May 26, 1869." In
this letter in which he asks me if possible to obtain him a situation, he
says: "Thongh I kno" from old and past transactions, I don't deserve
much favour at your hands, yet I know your principle "as always to forgive rather than to return evil for evil, and for this reason I have ventured
to write to you. I am not now controlled by any priestly influence, as I
"as when you knew me, but a free man, and can ad in future as I think
proper." Now, sir, although this man was a teacher in a National
School, under British pay, he once said to me, "I never read a page of
the Bible in my life;' you know what would be the consequence if I did,"
meaning that the priest would very soon dispense with his services.
This is the state of things in Ireland; and give Rome what she
craves-continue the course at present adopted by time-serving, unprincipled rulers-and speedily England will become as void of freedom of
thought and action as the sister-country.
.
Verily, one trembles for the future of this long free and highlyfavoured land.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.,
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Bristol.

David seldom met with outward trouble, but he at the same time had a
conflict within. There is indeed but a step between discomposure of
spirit and spiritual troubles.
RR
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THE REV. J. C. RYLE ON THE ENDOWMENT OF POPERY.
THE REV. J. C. RYLE says, in a letter to a contemporary: "If English
statesmen are going deliberately to endow Roman Catholic priests; if the
Church which burned our Reformers, kept back the Bible from our forefathers, and held this country for centuries in superstition and irreligion,
is to be paid, encouraged, and supported by Act of Parliament, there is
an end of our Protestant Constitution. If this does not offend God and provoke His judgments, I know not what will. I shall be told, I suppose, that
the position of things leaves no alternative. We must either pay the
Roman CathoJic priests or be prepared for complete disendowment of the
Protestant Church. I have not the slightest hesitation about my answer.
I would rather see the whole United Church of England and Ireland disestablished and disendowed to-morrow, than see Roman Catholic priests
paid by the State. God can make up to us the loss of endowments; but
the God of the Bible, in my judgment, will never bless the Protestant
Government which deliberately puts the clock back, returns to Egypt,
and endows Popery. Eighteen hundred years ago there was a man
named Caiaphas, who said a wrong thing must be dOlle because it was
expedient. There was another named Pontius Pilate, who sneeringly
asked, 'What is truth?' There was another named Gallio who caUed
religious questions 'questions of words and names.' Do we see nothing
like this in our days? Disestablishment is bad enough. It is a tremendous
descent from .a high principle to proclaim to the world that Protestant
England is going to try to govern Ireland without God! But the endowment of Popery is worse still. If English onconformists, Scotch Presbyterians, and Evangelical Churchmen can sanction this, I can only say
actwn est de ni-publica, all is over, and the glory is departed from Great
Britain."-The Rock.

QCurnsuonbtnu.
1>ERSONAL RECOGNITION IN HEAVEN.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel M(!gazine.

bEAR SJR,-I have been astonished in reading" A Wise Son who made
a Glad Father," in the present (July) number of the GoSPEL lliGAZL'I",
to find that the writer denies the doctrine, which has comforted so many
bereaved hearts, that believers will recognize in heaven those whom they
have loved in the Lord while here below. If I understand him aright,
the multitude which no man can number of the redeemed in glory will
be strangers to each other through all eternity; for, he EarS, "Were the
heavenly order to be disarranged by individual greetings or personal
recognitions, it would disturb the harmony, displace the equality, destroy
the peaceful unity, distract the soul s fixity, and thus deduct from Christ's
glory."
I have been accustomed to think that the communion of saints here
was a preparation for the far higher and infinitely more blessed communion of the spirits of the just made perfect before the tlu'one; but what
communion can there be in an assembly where individual greeting's and
personal recognitions will be unknown? I know that the presence' of
Jesus will constitute the bliss of heaven; but, while we shall know Him,
the Head, so -perfectly, "even as we are known," will all -personal
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knowledge of His members cease with our present life? What, then, I
would ask, becomes of that eternal, indissoluble oneness of each individual member with Ohrist tile glorious Head-a precious truth, for'
which the writer so earnestly and ably contends? For, if Our recognition
of the person of Jesus will be instantaneous and perfect, then the
personal recognition of each member must be instantaneous and perfect
also.
May I ask" Josiah" if David's was a "fallacious hope," when he said
of his departed child: "Oan 1 bring him back again? 1 shall go to him,
but he shall not retm'n to me." It surely could be no comfort to his
bereaved soul to know that Ms body could be laid beside the dead body <?f
his child in the grave. But that it was the soul to which he referred is
obvious, for, the lifeless clay, from which the spirit had just fled, was no
doubt still with him.
In support of his views, "Josiah " refers, in a note, to an anecdote in
Old Jonathan; on turning to which I find, to my surprise, that the inci. dent there related is dead against him, as it implies that !lis doctrine
would suppose us to be "greater fools in heaven than we are here.'"
(" Seeing Jesus," Old Jonathan, June, page 43.)
The parable of" the rich man and Lazarus" seems to me to set the
matter at rest, and so I must continue to think, until "Josiah" can
prove that it is merely an "allegorical figure," and not a fact. Our Lord
says, "there was a certain rich man," and" there was a certain beggar;"
and 1 maintain that to say ther'e was not is to give Him the lie.
If you, dear sir, or any of your correspondents, mare able to deal with
the subject than myself, will kindly say a word or two cm it, I shall be glad
and thankful, as 1 confess 1 never read anything in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
which cast such a depressing gloom upon my spirits. The picture of the
Ohristian father, and the dying Ohristian son, his onl!! son, whom he
acknowledges, or implies, he almo t idolized, reasoning the matter over,
and at length coming to the conclusion that they were about to part for
ever', is one of the saddest, in this aspect, "hich was ever presented to my
mind.
1 firmly believe that both he and his beloved son came to a wrong conclusion; that they will recognize each other in glory; and tha it will be
one ingredient in their overflowing cup of bliss (the multitudinous streams
of which our poor beclouded minds can, at present, form no conception)
to recount the countless mercies of their wilderness journey, and then join
afresh in the hallelujahs of heaven; ascribing, with all the host of the
redeemed, "Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb for ever."
.
I hope that nothing which I have said will wound or grieve the writei
of the interesting article in question, whom 1 love for the precious
and glorious truths which he enunciates; but, as I unhesitatingly believe
that he is wrong in this particular, and that what he has said will lacerate
many a bereaved heart, I could not resist the impulse to question the
soundness of views so opposed to those of (1 think) all the gracious men
1 have ever known.
I am, dear sir, yours affectionately in the Lord Jesus,
Scar'borough.
W. S. R.oBINSON.
[We have no wish to set up our opinion or experience as a standard
for others; we wish, moreover, to afford our conespondents as reasonable
a latitude as possible when expressing their sentiments. It was upon this
L
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principle we allowed the observations to pass in the article to which
Mr. Robinson refers. We did not, at the same time, sympathize with our
old correspondent" J osiah," in regard to non-recognition in heaven. We
think there is quite enough in the Scriptures to justify the belief that in
the world to come there will be the clearest and most grateful reviews of all
the way by which the redeemed had been led on their wilderness journey.
As the poet says" And with wonder think
On toils and dangers past."
Probably "'Josiah " would regard it as fleshly, but we venture to think
otherwise, in regard to parting with those we love, that we shall meet again.
Ifwe are encouraged to " sorrow not as those who have no hope for those
who sleep in Him," in a general point of view, how much must that feeling
be enhanced in rega;rd to those with whom we have enjoyed heart-to-heart
communion, or with respect to whom we have travailed in birth till Ohrist
was formed in them the hope of glory. Whilst fully endorsing the view
of this subject taken by Mr. Robinson, we cannot but feel that an opposite
view must be fraught with that which is depressing and gloomy.-ED.J

OHEERING WORDS.To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED IN THE LORD, and, for His sake, may every new-covenant
blessing, for time and eternity, rest upon thee and thine, evermore.
Amen. A few weeks ago I had the pleasure of meeting thy eldest
daughter at the house of my highly-esteemed friend, Mr. B. O. Ogden,
of Grantham. I thought, froni what she intimated, that you were at times
rather depressed. Is this strange? Not to me. How oft has my heart
been sorely discouraged on account of the way-so dark, rough, intricate,
and trying.
" The way so close, so straight, so pressed,
There seemed no path at all."
There is a word which says, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial," &c., &c. But don't we think it is a very strange thing
that oft befalls us? Israel of old, by G d's express direction, pitch their
tents close by the Red Sea. There they realize the truth of the words of
the Psalmist, "Thou broughtest us into the net: Thou laidst affiiction upon our loins. We went through fire and water." Yea, verily, for
hitherto He has brought us out. Tried our hearts sore towards Him
He has many times, and when they were overwhelmed, all our wisdom,
strength, and power gone, none shut up or left, then He has appeared,
turned our captivity, led us to the Rock which is higher than we; aye,
and set our feet upon it, and once more established our goings, and put a
new song of praise into our mouths. In and out everyone of the sheep
of Ohrist (who enter by Him the only door and are saved) must go. They
who have no changes-have some cause to suspect the safety of their state;
for Satan is not divided against himself. The world cannot love the
children of God: And sure enough the old man will never become a
saint. I foolishly once thought (and for some years) that I should in
time find some improvement in him; but in this (as in many other
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things) I was mistaken. That which is born of the flesh will never be
spirit. But the mercy lies here, the elder shall serve the younger; for
grace shall reign, sin shall not have the dominion. The daily plague
and the morning chastisement still follow us; the Canaanites are still in
the land, and cares at times like a wild deluge roll, and threaten to overwhelm us quite. But can Ris promise fail? Can He forget to be
gracions? Will He in anger shut up His ten4,er mercies? Never, no,
never! In spite of all the lying predictions of unbelief, and the infirmities so easily besetting us, "He is not a man that He should lie." No,
He is the same, and His years have no end. He is the Lord, and changes
not; and, however He may chasten us for our folly, nothing will ever
induce Rim to take away Ris lovingkindness, suffer His faithfulness to
fail, or alter (for one moment) the things that have gone forth of His
lips. Here lies our safety; here is the solid ground of our rejoicing.
Could my faith always pierce the clouds and the darkness which appear
to surround His throne, this unalterable love might always be seen. Job
said, changes and war were against him. David said in his heart, he
should one day perish by the hand of_ Sau!. Hezekiah said he should
not see the Lord; even the Lord in the land of the living. Jeremiah
said he was the man that had seen affiiction, &c.; that Re had led him
and brought him into darkness and not into light: when he cried and
shouted He shut out his prayer, &c., &c. Jonah said he was cast out of
His sight. Paul was troubledonev.ery;side, and when neither sun or
stars appeared for many days, and'no small tempest lay upon us, all
hope that we should be saved was then taken .away,· .)3ut, my beloved,
disconsolate, and tribulated brother, may we neVErr fQrget that the great
Captain of our salvation was made perfect throl,igh; sufferings; and it is
enough if the servan be as His master~ Tp,at eminent man of God
J oseph Har says,
" Art thou !;empted? So was He!
Deserted? He was too."

As in nature night follows the day, so have I. found it to be in my soul's
experience for more than forty-six years past; yet He is, has been, and
ever will be to the end, the faithful God that keepeth covenant and mercy
for ever. To His precious and unchanging love I commend thee and
thine, and assure you of my unabated love to you, and that you have
occupied a place in my litany (as Romaine calls it) for several years past.
I remain thine truly in the bonds of the covenant,
Sunderland.
THORPE SMITH.
Let your Great Physician heal you in His own way. Only follow His
directions, and take the medicine which He prescribes, and then quietly
leave the result with Him.
.
The causes of this dejection are varied and numerous: "My sighs are
many and my heart is faint" is often the experience of the children of
God. Sometimes this feeling arises from "a divided heart," at other
times from deep views of the utter corruption of the heart by nature.
And occasionally J ehovah convinces us of His sovereignty by withdrawing
from us the light of His countenance, in order to teach us humility and
our entire dependence upon Himself (Isa. viii. 17).
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THE SHEEP CRYING TO THE SHEPHERD.
(Continuedj1-ompage 359.)

CONFINING our remarks to the remainder of Psalm lxxxv. 1, Asaph,
after crying unto the Shepherd of Israel to give ear, after reminding the
Lord of His leading J oseph like a flock, as a plea why the Lord should give
ear to him in a time of distress, he says, "Thou that dwellest between
the cherubims, shine forth." This dwelling-place of the Lord God of
Israel was symbolical or typical of several things. It was typical of the
Lord's holiness'. A description is given of the cherubims in the book of
Exodus xxv. 17~22. " And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold:
two cubits and a. half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half
the breadth thereof. And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of
beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the mercy seat.
And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other
end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends
thereof. And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high,
covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to
another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be. And
- thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou
shalt put the testimony that I shall give thee. And there I will meet
with thee, and I will commune with thee from abo,e the mercy seat, from
between the t'l\O cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of
all things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of
Ierael." Now mark, the ark was placed underneath the mercy seat, and
the ark contained the testimony (law). What did the law teach? The
holiness of Him who dwelt between the cherubims. Man by nature knows
nothing of the holiness of God, not till he can say, as Christ said, " Thy
law is on my heart." The ark in the tabernacle was a type of Christ, and
the testimony or law deposited in th,e ark was typical of the law written
in Christ's heart. Now just as the law of God was written in Christ's
heart, so the Holy Ghost writes it in the hearts of His people; and what is
the consequence? Exalted views of the holiness of God's character: He
who dwelt between the cherubims is a holy God, and therefore His law
is holy; so felt the prophet who in vision" saw the Lord sitti!Jg upon a
throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple. Above it stood
the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain He covered His face,
and with twain He covered His feet, and mth twain He did fly. And one
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the
whole earth is full of His glory. And the posts of the door moved at the
voice of Him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said
I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen
the King, the Lord of hosts."
Job felt that God was a holy God, when he said, "I have heard of
Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee; wherefore
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." Paul, too, had a view of
the holiness of God, when he said, "I was alive without the law once,
but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died." "Thou
that dwellest between the cherubims." Who is He? He who says, "I
dwell in the high and holy pla,ce, whose name is Holy." Thus by God
dwelling between the cherubims, the Old Testament saints were taught,
what the New Testament saints are taught, namely, the holy character of
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God. It is absolutely necessary that a sinner be taught this before he has
a sense of his own vileness. Only the Holy GhQst can teach a sinner this.
And what is the effect of being thus taught? Humbled in the dust,
and crying unto the Lord for mercy. And then, God's dwelling-place was
typical of God's merciful character. Mark again what is said in Exodus
xxv. 20, 21. Now the mercy seat was placed above on the ark, and, if the
Lord dwelt between the cherubims which covered the mercy seat, what
was the lesson taught to the Old Testament saints? That the mercy o£
the Lord rose above all their sins. The ark contained the law, accorning
to which no fie;;h could be justified. But the Lord dwelleth between the
cherubims, and the cherubs covered the mercy seat with their winggteaching typically God's merciful character. Now, this character God has
ever revealed to the Church. God's people are called" vessels of mercy."
Why? Because ,God bestows Hie covenant mercy upon them. We must
distinguish between universal mercy and covenant mercy. The former
God bestows upon all His moral creatures, or He would not allow them as
transgressors to live. He causes His sun to shine, and His rain to descend
upon the evil as well as on the good. This is a display of universal mercy.
But that which He bestows upon the people of His grace is covenant
mercy. Why so called? Because God, engaged in covenant with His
eternal Son, to make them the monuments of free mercy, in redeeming
and saving them as a work of free and sovereign grace. This merciful
character God reveals to convinced sinners when He reveals Ohrist in His
blood and righteousness. and Ohrist speaks in the Gospel words of pardon
arid peace: all the Lord's dealings with a sinner from the time He
quicken him into life are t:J' prove that He is merciful. He delighteth in
mercy. And then God's dwelling-place between the cherubims was typical
of His gracious character. When Adam sinned, "the Lord God said, Behold, the man has become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now lest
he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for
ever: therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to
till the ground from whence he was taken. 0 He drove out the man; and
He placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherunims, and aftaming sword
which turned every way to keep the way of the tree of life." The tree of
life seems to be typical of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, who i8 the Tree of Life,
" the leaves of which are for the healing of the nations ;" and God guarding
the tree of life by the cherubims indicated that, according to the covenant
of grace sealed by Ohrist, fallen man, dead in trespasses and sins, could
not attain to spiritual eternal life. It must be an act of free grace, as
Ohrist says, "I give unto my sheep eternal life : they shall never perish,
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand."
Now, God dwelling between the cherubims was typical of His gracious
character. " There," said God to His ancient Ohurch, "will I meet with
thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from
between the two cherubims." This mercy seat typified Ohrist, and Ohrist
is the sinner's mercy seat; and God meets with poor sinners who come
to Ohrist, and all who come to Ohrist by the drawing power of the Eternal
Father (for none else do come to OhTist) are made to know God's gracious
character-gracious in blotting out their sins and remembering them no
more against them for ever; gracious in granting the Holy Ghost, the
Oomforter and Sealer of the people of God; gracious in all His dealings
with their souls. Now it was very comforting to the Old Testament
saints to be able to address the Lord God of Israel as Asaph did, "Thou
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that dwellest between the cherubims." Why? Because the fact of His
dwelling between the cherubims reminded them of God's gra~ious character. The New Testament saints have no need to be taught thIS blessed
truth typically; we have an everlasting proof that God is gracious to His
people in the gift of His Eternal Son. His sufferings and death are a
proof that He i~ gra~ious; the gift of t~e Hol:f Ghost, the Qu~ckener and
Sealer of the samts, IS a proof that He IS gracIOus; the blessmgs of the
Gospel, even the blessings of the everlasting covenant, freely hestowed
llpon sinners.. are a proof that He is graci~us..
.
And then Gad's dwelling-place was typICal of HIS condescensIOn: "I
will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony," said God to Israel.
This mercy seat, as we have already said, was a type of Christ; and all
who come to the sinner's mercy seat God communes with, for wherever
Christ is God dwells. Now what is the experience of the true Christian
united to Christ, and living by faith on Christ, and His finished salvation
work? Why, that he does commune with God through Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant. His language is that of all the redeemed
family: "Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son
Jesus Christ." Christ says, "If a man love me, he will keep my words,
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our
abode with him." All this proves the condescension of God, and all this
was typified by God dwelling between the cherubims. It is a blessed
truth in the experience of God's people hat He condescends to commune
with them; and what is the J+ledium of cOIDJ+lunion? The sinner's mercyseat (Christ); and Christ needs no cherubims to indicate the Divine presence, "for in Him dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily." "Thou
that dwellest between the cherubims." Who is He? The Lord Jesus"
Christ: He dwelt there'under the Old'Testament, What for? To commune with His peopl~: This was a display of His condescension: but
greater still was the condescension when He took our nature and came
to our low platform, and humbled aIid humbled" and humbled himself
until He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."
Now, the request which the Psalmist made to Him that dwelt between
the cherubims was, " Shine forth." He wanted the Lord to appear in
behalf of Israel, and scatter their enemies; and, therefore, in appealing to
Him as dwelling between the cherubims, he appealed to His co,enant
character. Now the Christian in distress often want.s the Lord to appear
for him, and, therefore, how expressive is the request" Shine forth"! It is
a very common request of God's family. It is the request, the cry, of the
sheep to the Shepherd; the latter part of the verse, therefore, is the same
substantially as the former: "Give ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel, thou that
leadest Joseph" like a flock, give ear." Here is the sheep crying to the
Shepherd. And, byway of urging his prayer on another ground, the
Psalmist appeals to God's covenant character and says, "Thou that
dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth." Now, in your respect the
Lord Jesus shines forth. In respect to His person, His power, His truth,
and His love, He shines forth in the splendour of His person. If we have
tasted that the Lord is gracious, there is no one so precious to us as the
Lord; above all earthly things and persons, Christ is most precious. "He
is" the chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely one" to the soul.
In time of darkness or distress, what is our request? Why," shine forth."
In what respect do we want the Lord to shine forth? In respect to the
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splendour of His person. We want Jesus to reveal Himself in His
gracious person, to ride forth in His Gospel chariot, and say to our castdown soul, "Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord
is risen upon thee." How expressive, therefore, to a poor sinner sitting
in darkness, tried and tempted, is the prayer, "Thou that dwellest
between the cherubims, shine forth." And then the Lord Jesus shines forth
in respect to the splendour of His power: all Ohrist's people are dependent
upon the power of the Lord Jesus. As members of Ohrist's body, they
can do nothing without Him. Paul said, "I can do all things through
Ohrist who'strengtheneth me," and Ohrist says, "My strength is made
perfect in weakness." Do not the people of God often feel their weakness? What is theiJ.- request at such times? "Thou that dwellest between
the cherubims, shine forth." In what respect? In respect to the splendour
of Thy power-Thy strengthening power, which Thou dost grant to the
members of Thy body-Thy subduing power, by which Thou dost subdue
the power of sin and the working of the carnal mind-Thy healing power,
by which Thou dost pl'ove Thyself to be the great Healer of every spiritual
disease.
The Lord Jesus also shines forth in the splendour of Gospel truth.
What is the effect of Gospel truth shining in upon the mind of the
Ohristian? "Ye shall know the truth, " says Jesus, "and the truth
shall make you free." There are times when there are doubts and
misgivings respecting- our safety, whtlther we shall continue, and then we
see some who bring disgrace upon the Ohristian, name. At such times,
what is our request? It is expressed by Asapll; I'Thou that dwellest
between the cherubims, shine forth." In what respect? In respect to
the splendour of Gospel truth. When it thus shines we are made to see
that i does no res with ourselves whether we continue in the way of life,
but with the sovereign will and powei- of the three-one God. The language of all in whom it hath shone forth in respect to the splendour
of Gospel truth is, ." Who bath saved us, and called us with a holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Ohrist Jesus before the world began;" and
then the Lord Jesus shines forth in respect to the splendour of His lovewhen the Ohristiap.'s heart is cold and dead, and this is often the case to
his sorrow-when he has'no taste or relish for the word of God, and also
he often finds that this too is the case. . When he is in such a condition,
what is his request? Asaph expresses it in the words" Shine forth."
In what respect? In respect to the splendour of Thy love-Thy bleeding
dying love; and say to me, "0 Jesus, as Thou hast said in times past, 'I
have loved thee with an everlasting love, and therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.'''
"Thou that dwellest," &c. The
Ohristian needs Christ to "shine forth;" only in the light of Ohrist can
he live. If deprived of that light, he walks in darkness, and then he cries
unto the Lord. But how cheering to know that not one of the Lord's
people cries to Him in vain. He may in wisdom see fit to delay answering the cry. Yet in His own time and in His own way He will answer.
The Lord keeps them dependents. It is well that He does. If He did
not they would not cry unto Him. It is when we feel independent that
we wax fat, like J eshurun of old, and kick, and we forget Him that begat
us; we lose sight of the rock whence we were hewn, and the hole of the
pit from whence we were digged; and, therefore, it is good for the people
of God to be afflicted-to be in distress; then, and only then, do they cry.
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to the Lord their Shepherd, only then are they led to use such arguments
as did Asaph. He fu'st appealed to the Lord's character a" the Shepherd
of Israel, and, as one in earnest, he cries, "Give ear." He next appeals
to His leading J oseph like a flock, as though in reminding the Lord of
this fact he would gain His ear; and, as though he would not take "nay"
for an answer, he appeals to His covenant character, and says, "Thou
that dwe~lest between the cherubims shine forth." Thus God's people
are a crymg people. They always have been, and always will be, and, if
stirred up to cry to the Lord, they will not, they cannot rest, till the Lore]
graciously an-swer; and, oh, how cheering to think that the seed of J acob
do not cry unto the Lord in vain!
Tyldesley, jJ£ancllester·.

JAMES JOIL.'\' EAsTMEAD.

A Tract for the Times. By G. D. London:
Marlborough.
THIS pamphlet furnishes a very manifest example of a man with a bad
case to support, and of a bad manner of supporting it. The writer h~s
the temerity to rush iuto print, without maturing either his mind or blS
principles OD the subject.s respecting which he is writing; for he is equally
wrong in bis facts and in his principles, as we shall prove in our limited
space. 1. He tell~ us that "Bishop Colenso has the power to consecrate other
bishops and ordain to the ministry." Now, if the writer knew anything at
all about the actual ecclesiastical operations of the Church of which he
writes in the important year of] 868, when the Colenso case was before Convocation, he would have known that Dr. Colenso (once a Bishop of Natal)
"was deposed of bis spiritual office by the Chu'rch, acting through her recognized tribunals [Convocation and Synods], and by that he was separated
and excommunicated from the communion of the Church, according to the
Canons of the Church." Accordingly Dr. Colenso has no power either to
consecrate or to ordain, as this writer assumes. Again: this gross defamer
of the English Church, writing under the initials G. D., talks in this way
about ordination in the English Church: "Testimonials as to a 1'egltlar
life are produced, which are 1t81lally a form only of a very worthless and
partial character." Here is a eries of blunders. , (1) Testimonials for
ordination are not testimonials of a ?'egulc1!r life, but of a godly and
Ohristian life. It is clear that the writer has never seen a copy of the
authorized Letters Testimonial to a bishop, which a can~idate for holy
orders mnst present, otherwise he would not have made a blunder so
stupid. (2) He tells us that they are" usually a form only." This implies that the bishop requiring' evidence of a holy life accepts that which
is not evz'dence, and so far is a hypocrite, for professing to accept what he
does not in reality accept; further, it implies that the three clergymen beneficed in the diocese who sign their names in evidence of their knowledge
of the candidate's fit and holy state for ordination, are either all or in
part givers offals9 testimony, as they give afonn without the ?"eality of the
reqnired evidence. Are the bishops and the clergy usually such hypocrztes
as to recommend and to accept unworthy men for the ministry? Our
Apostolic Ordination.
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this, that ~tsually, and' as a general rule, good men are recommended
by good conscientious men, who sign the testimonials, and such
are accepted as candidates by our bishops; but that occas£onally (and this is
quite an exception), a bad man is admitted in the Ohurch by testimonials
from men who are either not honest 01' have themselves been deceived in
the candidate. (3) He tells us that the testimonials are of "very part£al
and worthless character." Nothing can be more untrue, as asserted of
these testimonials, in which the signers pledge themselves to a perfect
knowledge of the candidate for three year's, and to opportunit£es of judg£ng
him, and to Ms godly life, N ay, the testimonials are those of three men,
not of one; they are neg(tt£ve as well as positive; they declare not only
that, for all that is known by the signers, the candidate is a good
man, but they declare that the signel'S have never heard anytMng aga£nst
the man. We defy this flippant defamer to draw up any document of
evidence of character that so completely protects the Ohurch against the
inh-usion of bad and unfit men; the testimonials are exhaustive, and yet
are they called" par#al;" they are valuable safeguards, and yet they are
styled wortMess.
Next, we are told "it would be considered impertinent and out of
place to seek for any proof of conversion in a candidate for the ministry
beforA ordaining him." We reply that the testimonials give all the
evidence a bishop can expect; and, secondly, that the archdeacon
who presents the candidate for ordination declares that" I have inquired
of [i.e. respecting] them, and also examined them, and think them so to
be;' and lasUy the bishop thus intel'l'ogates them. in the church before
ordination: ' Do you tru-"t that you are £nwrtrdlymoved by the Holy Ghost
to take upon you this office and ministration, to serve God for the promoting of Hi glor , and the edifying of His people? .Llnswer.-I trust
so."
ith hese fac s before us, "e may judge of the blundering assertion that episcopal ordination only" secures a certain amount of scholast£c
attainment for the exercise of the ministry," evidently to the exclusion of
piety and character. Again: in one portion ofthe pamphlet it is implied
that the bishops have no special or personal duty beyond presbyters;
then in the latter part it is asserted to be their distinctive office "to
guard the truth." Such is the beautiful consistency of this writer.
The question of episcopacy is readily disposed of. The co=on objection to the apostles being taken as the predecessors of the bishops, is that
the apostleship was a temporary institution, and endowed with the temporary power of working of miracles. But what becomes of this reasoning
when we find that the same power of working miracles was given to
those who bel£eved, as we read in St. Mark. xvi. 17: "And these signs shall
follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues," &c. Again: ecclesiastical history, as well as
Scripture, confirms us in this view, that the apostles towards the close of
their respective careers appointed bishops as their successors, as Paul
did Titus in Orete, to set things in order, and to ordain presbyters in
new
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every city.
.Ll New andRev£sedEdi#on of" Horce Poeticce." By the REV.

JOHN OULLEN.
London: William Macintosh, 24, Paternoster Row.
WE can highly recommend this little work to all lovers of true poetry
combined with sound sentiment. Some of Mr. Oullen's ideas are really
beautiful. He is a great lover of nature, and looks up from it to nature's
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God. His poems all breathe a spirit of true religion, such as we do not
often meet with in our day, when error is so clothed in dim mystic imagery
that it requires a skilful hand to clearly unmask it and bring it to the
light. The volume is divided into two parts, "Songs of the Spirit" and
"Songs of the Heart." "The Preacher's Song," "Evermore," and
" God's Elect" are specially worthy of notice. We subjoin two verses
from the latter poem, that our readers may judge for themselves.
"Loved one! though thy heart with sorrow,
Oft is bowed because of sin ;
Though thy enemy assail thee,
In thy secret soul within:
The Ohristian fears not,
God forswears not;
Once in Christ in Christ for ever;
Born again, unborn never.
God's own child, though weak and sinful,
Art thou! sealed by love divine,
In His most unchanging cov'nant;
Therefore claim His truth as thine.
The Christian fears not," &c.
The Lord's Goodness acknowledged; or, .. A· Brief· Account of His merciful
Dealings in Providence and Grace with" a:Vessel of Mercy afore prepared as to glory." By JAllEZ EVANs. Plymouth: J. Evans, 7, Ashley
Place, North Road.-This little work contains some; precious things,
but required the pruning knife before appearing in public. However,
those who love to ackn9wledg~ the Lo.rd's goodnes~ will see in this little
work much that is clearly inqic'lotive·of IPspn;d <ilid tender dealings.
The Birth-day Scripture Text-Book.· J;.onddn: Book Society, Paternoster
Row; Bristol: W. Mack, Park Street.~This little gem continues, as
it passes through edition after edition, to be a general favourite, which
is not at all to be wondered at, considering the object of the book, and
the admirable manner in which the portions of Scripture and the poetry
are selected. We felt assiITed, as soon as we saw thls book, that it
would be a greabmccess.

"THE GREEN OF THE PERIoD."-Under this title Messrs. Routledge
and Sons have issued an interesting and attractive work, the object of
which is to draw attention to the dangerous character of certain colouring
matter extensively employed in house-decoration, and for other purposes.
The various incidents recorded are most startling, but they are well substantiated, an.d will doubtless serve a good purpose by drawing attention to
an otherwise unsuspected enemy.
The corruptions of the Ohristian are like the fig-tree withering under
the curse of the Redeemer.
One lively lust will sometimes lie so heavily on a child of'God, that he
ean no more move it than a child could throw a giant from off him.
Spiritual joy is a sun that is often clouded, though it be as precious a
flower as paradise afforded.
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litonth1y !tote.

The Irish Ohurch Bill is still occasioning serious anxiety to the nation.
Having passed the second reading in the House of Lords, several important amendments were introduced, which rendered it, although by no
means the good bill which the Archbishop of Oanterbury hoped it might
become, at least comparatively innocuous and less flagrantly unjust. The
amendments were by no means brought forward hastily, but with great
care and ample discussion. By these amendments, a much larger portion
of the Ohurch's income is secured to it; the same terms are granted to
the Protestant clergy as those which Mr. Gladstone proposed to grant
to the professors of Maynooth, viz., redemption of their incomes at fourteen years' purchase, (instead of nine); the clergy are to be allowed to
retain their houses without purchasing them, just as Mr. Gladstone propo ed to hand over the buildings of the college of Maynooth to the Roman
Oatholic authorities free of cost; private benefactions are to a certain
extent respected, by the giving back of half a million of the Ohurch's
income in lieu of them; and the position of the curates is improved;
together with several other amendments of lesser importance. Oould any
reasonable person object to such changes as these? The Bill is still cruel
and unjust; it still humiliates the Ohurch in presence of a tyrannical
and a relentless foe; and it gives to that foe a considerable portion of
her property; it deliberately violates the solemn compact made by
England with Ireland at the union; but, as thus amended, its most
unjust and cruel provisions are removed or softened, and it exhibits some
trace~ of a disposition to treat the Protestants of Ireland with fairness.
In thiS condition then, it was returned to the Commons. How did they
receive it? \\ith the careful re-consideration aud spirit of compromise
which the ability, the eloquence, and the noble courtesy of the Lords might
well entitle it to? Nothing of the kind. Mr. Gladstone simply stands up,
intimates that the Lords' amendments are in his opinion inadmissible,
and that he should propose their rejection, and immediately his servile
followers agree with him. Without one single concession of any importance, the Bill is sent up again to the Upper House in the same state
as it was before. Then the Lords had plainly but one course open to
them; they had to perform an unpleasant duty, and they have performed
it bravely: they have insisted upon their amendments being accepted; and
thus, in direct opposition to the House of Commons, they practically throw
out the Bill by a majority of seventy-eight. Again we say that we are truly
thankful for a House of Lords; if it were not for that House, the impetuosity and the recklessness of the House ofOommons would be well-nigh
boundless. It may be said that in so acting the Lords have placed themselves in direct antagonism to the will of the nation as well as to that of
the Commons; but we are perfectly pejlimaded that such is not the case;
as the Marquis of Salisbury justly observed in the recent debate, "Do
not tell me it is the verdict of the nation; I will try the matter by a simple
test. Suppose the Prime Minister proposed that your amendments should
be accepted, would they have been refused by the House of Commons?
My Lords, this is not the verdict of the nation; it is not even the verdict
of the House of Commons; it is the will, the arrogant will of one single
man,. to which you are not called upon to submit."
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A most serious crisis is now at hand; one of the most serious that has
probably taken place in modern times. How much need is there of
earnest prayer that the Lord would overrule all for the well-being of our
country, and that He may be pleased, in His own wonderful way, to
bring good out of this combination of evil!
Although we assent fully to most of the amendments introduced into
the Bill, there was one added to it with which we can by no means agree,
viz., a proposal to expend a portion of the surplus revenue of the Church
in the erection of residences for Roman Catholic priests. A loud outcry
has been made against this proposal, and justly too, because it would
amount, if -carried out, to a partial endowment of popery. But, after
all, it would not be nearly so bad as Mr. Gladstone's proposal, for he
deliberately proposes to expend a far larger sum in the very same direction-in the support of Roman Catholic institutions, and the furtherance
of Roman Catholic objects; the chief difference being, that in the one
case the aid would be given to popery openly, in the other case it would
be in secret. We strongly object to both proposals, but, of the two, that
brought forward by the House of Lords is decidedly the least objectionable.
One of the most sad features in connexion with this sad measure is the
number of excellent and Christian men who have suffered themselves to
be led astray by it. We allude to such cases as tho-e of the Lord Chancellor and Lord Shaftesbury. Who is there that can read the valuable
little work recently published by the former, entitled, "The Continuity of
Scripture," without being pleased and thankful that the writer should
have been elevated to so high a position as he has been? The preface to
that work is a masterpiece of careful reasoning and original thought in
praise and defence of the Scriptures, and the work itself is invaluable in
an age like the present. Yet the writer can join, apparently with heart
and soul, in an attack upon a Protestant Church-a Church which faithfully adheres to those fOame blessed Scriptures of which he speaks so
highly; and he can unite in a movement whose ultimate effect must
assuredly be the aggrandizement of a Church which practically rejects
those Scriptures altogether. And of Lord Shaftesbury what shall we
say? Can we speak of him too highly? Can we add one word to the
meed of praise which is most justly due to him for his life-long devotion to
many a noble cause? But what cloes he do in such a critical time as
this? He publicly states in the House of Lorqs that he considers the
bill to be "the most revolutionary measure, as regards the relations
between Ohurch and State, and the settlement of property, that has been
advocated in this House since the time of the Reformation." He acknowledges also that it is "dangerous and wild," and yet he actually votes for
it, because, he says, "the country has made up its mind" upon the Bill,
and "the country will have it". In other words, here is a good man
consenting to and voting for a most iniquitous measure, because a mcked
'nation (in his opinion) is determined to have it! Our only comment upon
such conduct must be, "Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to be accounted of?" "Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm."
The Rev. F. Tugwell, British chaplain at Seville, has forwarded an interesting account of the Gospel field in Spain, opened up by the late happy
Revolution in that country, together with an urgent call for aid in the
work which he himself has, it would seem, nobly entered upon with but
very slender means. He says, "Spain now presents to the Christian
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'\IorId a glorious field for missionary work. Everywhere the people are
no merely willing, but most anxious to hear the Gospel preached, to
purcha e Protestant books, and to send their children to Evangelical
_ hools. Now that the people are, to a considerable extent, relieved from
the tyranny of priestcraft, the question is not whether they shall be
Roman Catholics or Protestants, but whether they shall be infidels or
Christians. Unless immediate, very Y;601'0US, and -extensive efforts be
made to spread abroad the knowledge of the truth and to establish
churches and schools on Scriptural principles, the people will most
assuredly lapse into infidelity. They disbelieve much of the religion
to which they have been accustomed from infancy, and, unless a purer
faith be set before them they will soon believe nothing at all. The
Religious Tract Society is doing a great work, through the voluntary
agency of my dear friends, Mr. Campbell and Mr. Armstrong. Mr.
Campbell was working secretly for several years before the Revolution,
and God greatly blessed his efforts. The fruits which we now witness in
eville are to a great extent the results of his laboms, when Spain was
not open for the public preaching of the Gospel. When Don Juan
Cabrera came to Seville, a few weeks after the outbreak of the Revolution,
he found the ground in a measure prepared for him. He has worked
very heartily and faithfully ever since he came, and God is greatly blessing
his efforts. He is the agent of the Edinburgh Spanish Evangelization
Society. If we had a dozen such men as Messrs. Campbell and Armstrong, who are 'full of faith and of the Holy Ghost,' earnest, selfdenying, men of prayer, and are literally' spending and being spent for
bris,' I believe the Reformation in Spain would soon extend from
North 0 outh and from East to West. Before the Revolution, as
British chaplain I '\Ias obliged to be exceedingly cautious in my intercourse with panish Protestants, but now religious liberty has taken such
a hold on the minds of the masses of the people that it would be impossible for any Go,ernment, however tyrannical, to take it from them.
I am at liberty to '\Iork with all my might for Spaniards, as well as for
the E~glish. I have taken a large house, the rent of which I have to
collect, £95 a year. We have, with the kind help of the Colonial and
Continental Church Society, fitted lip a very comfortable and neat church
in it, which will accommodate about one hundred persons; the adjoining
rooms would hold about the same number. I'D it we have two English
services on the Sunday, and an Anglo-Spanish Sunday-school, which has
three English and two Spanish classes." Mr. Tugwell mentions som17
other particulars respecting his work, including the appointment ofa
colporteur, and concludes with an earnest appeal for help.
We are glad to see that a testimonial is being got up for that muchmaligned man, Mr. William Murphy. He has been shamefully treated
for his boldness in denouncing the errors of Romanism, and the other
day he was illegally put under arrest. It· is, then, very desirable thathis fellow-Protestants should come forward, and give him some sympathy
and support. The Rev. S. A. Walker, Rector of Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol,
has opened a subscription list for this purpose, and in an appeal he says:
" There may be not a few, and I do not contend wit.h them, who object to'
Murphy's style as a lecturer; but none can deny the fact-not even thebitterly hostile n11le8-tbat, whatever be bis mod'u8 operandi, he bas succeeded in rendering himself and bis subject popular with huncheds of
thousands of our working classes, who previous to his efforts were:
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dangerously indifferent to the encroachments of Popery, Radicalism,
infidelity, &c., but who are now ardent supporters of the Bible, the
Throne, and the Reformation. I can testify to that fact myself from personal observation of the influence which he exercises over vast bodies of
working men and women, and of the instruments which he employs,
which are not merely political and controversial, but also religious in the
highest sense. I have myself addressed thousands of his followers in
Manchester, and was rejoiced to find with what cordiality every religious
sentiment was responded to, and how acceptable appeared each reference
to God's inspired Word. Murphy may be rude in his oratory, and sometimes not as scrupulous as refined hearers might wish in his use of invective, but he has been a decided success among the rude sons and daughters of toil, and perhaps had he been less accommodating to their tastes
and habits of speech, and more to ours, he would not have done the
rough work which his peculiar mission demanded. I am quite sure that
no polished orator, scrupulous about his diction, could have done
Murphy's work; and this we must remember before weighing him in the
balance of English propriety and retinement." There has been already a
considerable response to Mr. Walker's appeal.
Considerable excitement was recently caused by a report that a Roman
Catholic sisterhood, recently established at Market Harborough, had
burned several Bibles in the kitchen of their establishment. On inquiry
being made by the Protestant Alliance, it was found to be too true. The
" mother superior" acknowledged it exultingly. She said that she did
what was quite l'ight, and that she was prepared to do it again; and that
she hoped that the report would be circulated everywhere, so that others
might follow her example! A similar case is reported from the United
States. A correspondent of Zion's Herald states: "I have one fact to
lay before the readers of the Herald, and ask the serious attention of all
who love the cause of our blessed Saviour. In one of our manufacturing
villages, not far from here, and not one hundred miles from Boston, an
agent of the Bible Society went through last fall, selling and distributing
:Bibles, distributing many among the French and Irish operatives of the
mills. In this place is a [Roman] Catholic church, and the officiating
priest has lately made his boast that he was collecting them in from those
to whom they were given, and using them for lighting fires, saying that
he had Bibles enough to last him all the winter for kindlings.' The
correspondent adds, "Where is the man who dare stand by the \.Oman]
Catholics and say that they are not the bigoted, tyrannical people they
formerly were? All they lack is the power; give them this, and ..e shall
find them just as relentless in the persecutions of Christians as the ..ere
in the darkest days of Papal rule."
Since the foregoing ..as written a compromise has been made. The
Irish Church clergy are not to retain their residences mthou plll'Chase;
a percentage of 12 per cent. is to be added to the nine years c-ommu ation
of their incomes, instead of fourteen years' commutation (as gran ed to
Maynooth); and the surplus revenue of the Church is to be placed at the
future disposal of Parliament, except a certain portion ..hich is to be
applied to the relief of any" unavoidable calamity and suffering." This
is at best a most miserable compromise, an insult to the Irish Protestants,
and a triumph to Romfl.
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