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" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the
Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written
bifQ1'e Him for them that feared the L01'd, and that thought upon His
name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord ofhosts, in that day when I
make up my Jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth Ms own
son that serveth him."-MAL. iii.16, 17.
IT was Saturday morning, and we had, as usual, carefully read
the Lessons and Psalms, the Epistle and Gospel, for the coming day,
in hope of finding a text. We !:ad gone to the pulpit the previous
Thursday evening with much sinking of heart, feeling used up, and
as though we had nothing left to say, when the Lord, notwithstand·
ing, vouchsafed to us a most privileged season, so that, according to
feeling, we should like to have stood talking till midnight upon that
precious portion, "I will cry unto God Most High; unto God that
performeth all things for me " (Psalm lvii. 2). Still, as we have
numberless times found before, after the sweetest seasons in the
pulpit, there comes the greatest blank. No sooner has one ceased to
speak-sat down in the pulpit, or retired to the vestry-than the
load of trial, or care, or anxiety, re-appears, and is taken up afresh,
so that the poor flesh cringes under the burden. On this particular
Saturday morning, the aforenamed state of mind very greatly prevailed. Bowed down-much oppressed-feeling the weight of the
coming day-it was in very deed the "burden of the Word of the
Lord." 'The remembrance of such recent mercies would not Euffice.
It must be a fresh communication. Moreover, the ensuing day was
both the seventh and the thirty-first anniversary of two of life's
dearest companions and earthly props being taken away. Hence
there was additional material for thought and care, and, in a certain
sense, sadness.
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Under these circumstances we can rarely sit; we must walk; and,
whilst we are walking, we love, if possible, to muse; and, stmnge as it
may appear, we can generally best do so in the crowded thoroughfare.
We have no idea of shut-up, monastic retirement. We have too
commonly found that, in thus attempting to shut out man, we have
shut in Satan and our own base hearts; and these, getting together,
have made sad havoc. We do not say that this is always the case.
No (blessed be God I), we have known, personally, so much of the
sweets of retirement, as to love it at times and seasons. Nevertheless,
we must, as it were, revel in real life ; we must come in contact with
our fellow-men, in order to sympathize, to weep with them, and to
rejoice with them; and, in so doing, we very frequently get a crumb
for our own poor hungry soul; and there is such virtue and fulness
and strengthening sustaining power in the bread of life, that even a
crumb satisfies! It serves for the soul to masticate and feed upon,
and from which to derive nourishment for hours or days together.
But, before we walk, we are glad, if we can, to get this crumb from
the word of life, so that we may masticate as we walk; or, in other
words, we are thankful to get a portion from the Word, upon which
to meditate as we walk. Hence the reading of the various portions
for the coming day just now referred to; but, although one sweet
passage touching the Fatherhood of God occurred in these readings,
yet we could not decide upon it as a text. It lacked as yet pr'esent
power-actual life-spirit and soul-heart and home application. Ah,
this is what we love in regard to a text.
Well, in this state of indecision we went forth, with, as we said,
the" burden (If the vVord of the Lord" on~our heart, not in the leastwise presuming upon the morrow. No, we never dare do that.
, Indulged us, as the Lord has done hundreds, if not thousands, of
times, we can never be reckless, or carelessly exclaim, "Well, we
always have had something to say, and no doubt we shall again;
hence we need not be anxious." No, that is a kind of spirit, and
that is language, in which, we repeat, we dare not indulge. Notwithstanding the numberless times in which the Lord has appeared, we
wa.nt afresh the seal, the power, of which we just now spake; the
loved" Fear not "-the heart-whisper, "I am with thee." Then,
as dear Hart saysH

Confirm'd by one soft secret word,
I venture all on Him."

As we walked we met two in particular whom we knew to be
deeply tried. Both had been recently bereaved of their earthly
companions, and both had had the most significant of lessons set before
them, in various ways. To each of these we sought to speak words
in season, and to give the results of test and expC1·ience. We hope
that in neither instance they were lost words. Meanwhile, however,
we had no seal for the morrow-no crumb for ourselves-naught as
yet to carry to and break up among the people. This, however
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(t.hanks to our God I), was in reserve; and a little incident led to it.
We called at a house of busin ss, one of the principals of which
kindly asked us to accompany him home for the afternoon. We respectfully declined, ayin~, w had the mOITOW before us. "And
arn't you prepar d ~ rit ' wa th reply. " 0," said we, "but are
obliged to come out in thi way, to s ek for something. It is in contact with my £ How-men, or with real life, I obtain what I want."
The subject, th n, of "father" came up, and he told a touching
fact about his "father." Within a few minutes, another gentleman
having entered, he busied himself in packing up a small parcel,
whioh, ,having done, he said, to one of the prinoipals afo1'enamed, "I was about to ask you kindly to take this to' my ohild."
We never remember the words, "my child," ever to have fallen
upon the ear and into the heart with greater force or power; so that
we could not help giving utterance to the thought which was instantly
suggested: "How often our Father above says to one of His
celestial attendants, 'Take this or that to my child!'" Oh, what a
field of thought immediately opened-what a host of ideas burst
in upon the mind-in connexion with this near and dear relationship, "Father" and" child! "
The line of thought became the more real and vivid, because we
happened to know that" the child" alluded to had been long and
painfully afflicted. Hence the tender sympathies and the more
intense solicitude of the father were the more ardently awakened.
How beautifully, therefore, stood out, in lively and blessed prominence,
the gracious sympathies, boundless love, and divine oompassion of
the" Everlasting Father," the Brother born for adversity, that kind
and tender and loving Sympathizer who, as our Great High Priest,
can in very deed be "touched with the feeling of our infirmities, He
having been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin! ".
An occurrence, ten to eleven years gone by, directly came to our
recollection. Our dear son (then a student at college) was most
reluctant from time to time to draw upon our aheady over-taxed
limited means. Knowing this reluctance, we were most anxious to
save him the unpleasant ordeal of asking further help, by anticipating
his wishes in regard to that help; but, by some means, we were prevented. Hence. ere we were aware, as we were walking upon a certain
spot-ever since identified in our mind with the circumstance-he
modestly said, "he should want some money to take him through
the course that awaited him." We shall never forget the selfreproach of which we instantly became the subject, through not
having acted more promptly, and saved our dear one the pain of
asking for further help. But, oh, the light that this simple circumstance threw upon certain passages of the Word was unspeakably precious : " And it shall come to pass, that bifore they call, I will answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear;"" Your Heavenly
Father knoweth that ye ha,e need of all these things bifore ye
ask Him;" "If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
G
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children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask Him ?"
And, if the reader be one taught of God, and familiar with the
chequered course of the wilderness, has he not again and again proved
how the Lord has repeatedly been biforehand with him, in His kind
and gracious provision? Many times, ere he was aware that such
and such thing would presently be necessary-yea, absolutely indispensable-the Lord has had them in waiting. So that, when the
need has really come, he has been compelled to see and acknowledge
the Lord's hand in the provision; and, in that so timely provision,
had so sweet a proof of the Lord's Fatherly care and tender, loving
interest. Yes, such merciful ttnticipation of our needs have so
sweetly illustrated the Saviour's precious assurance just now quoted,
"Your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things, bifore ye as/" Him."
Dear reader, the incident aforenamed may seem trifling and
insignificant in your estimation, but it taught us a lesson we shall
never forget. It gave us an insight into the loving, tender, considerate heart of our Father-God, that has stood by us to the present
moment. "Oh," thought we, "if this be Ottr feelings, poor, sinful,
and polluted as we are-yea, virtually all sin and abominationwhat must be the tenderness, the compassion, the boundless love of
Him who was the Author and Infuser of these tender emotions?"
Who can conceive of the depth and height, the length and breadth of
His love, of whom it is declared, "that, like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pities them who fear Him; Ho knoweth our
frame; Re remembereth that we are dust?" "Is Ephraim my dear
son? is he a pleasant child? for, since I spake against him, I do
earnestly remember him still. My bowels ((re troubled for him. I
will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord."
Ab, reader, there are circumstances and positions in which those who
are parents are placed, which serve to illustrate, and to open up in a
wonderful way, both the character and the dealings of our God, which
it seems to us none but parents can fully understand. In other
respects or in other persons, it appears to us to be speculation or mere
guess-work-not absolute feeling, not positive realization, not actual
experience. Hence the insight which these parental feelings and
emotions afford us as to the love, the tenderness, the gracious dealings of our God, may well help to reconcile us to the responsibilities
and the weight and the care more or less inseparable from our
position as parents. What a key, we repeat, does it again and again
give us to the very heart of our God! How readily does it furnish
us, in these repeated lessons of every-day and all-the-day life, with
thoughts and feelings-views and convictions-of divine leadings and
teachings, guardianship and guidance, which naught of anything
else, of an earthly kind, could afford!
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The foregoing had been pencilled down in our memorandum-book
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for some weeks, when the recollection that it was again Saturday
morning led us to take it up, and we did so with very similar feelings
to those already expressed: dark, fearful, perplexed, and harassed.
Sunday before us, but no word to light upon us with mellowness,
dew, unction. This text had already been spoken from, and that,
and the other. Where was there something fresh, new, of interest
to the people? Surely they would weary with "the old, old
story."
Thirty years ago, when immersed in a large and anxious business,
we were bowed down beneath the weight of this and that monetary
engagement which had to be met. Money's worth in stock or on the
ledger is one thing; but money at the bank or in the cash-box
quite another. Hence there would be specially the Satzwday's travail
for the means wherewith to wind up the anxious week, and that one
might have a little cessation of business-care, and a measure of
relaxation from trading life and perplexity, during the sacred hours
of the Sabbath.
Ah, where there is a tender conscience, and where a becoming
sense of right and wrong, what dear child of God placed in the
midst of a godless world, but feels the difficulty of his position? He
knows full well that he is not a match for those whose sole end and
aim are the attainment of their own selfish objects, at any price, and
with an utter disregard to principle or truth; those who have "nofear of
God before their eyes," and of whom Solomon speaks, when he says,
" It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer, but when he has gone
his way he boasteth." We repeat, that the daily contact with such
wounds the child of God to the quick, and causes him to cry mightily
to the Lord for succour and deliverance. Oh, the anguish of his
heart, the sinking of his soul, as, during the Sabbath-hours, or
roused from his restless slumbers, he in the night-watches anticipates
the renewal of his commercial conflict and trade turmoil and travail.
Moreover, there is a far greater amount of this anguish of heart
and burden of business-care and responsibility in these times,
than formerly, because of the departure from the plainness and
simplicity which characterized bygone days. It is because there is
so little real" coming out from the world," in its habits and observances, pursuits and practices, "and being separate, and touching
not the unclean thing," upon the part of the people of God, that
additional weight and ~:Jare and anxiety fall to their portion. If they
seek to shun the cross by the avoidance of what would seem to be
marked or special, or, as some would term it, "straight-laced," they
are only called to meet it in another way-that is, in the opinions of
men. "Oh, if I were to fail-should I come short-if circumstances
went against me, then what would So and So, and So and So say? "
Hence, if we seek to please man in one way, we become the subjects
of the fear of man in another way. So that it would be far better,
had we grace to come out boldly and fearlessly and truthfully, utterly
regardless of what men might think or say: at the same time, taking
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shelter under that gracious declaration, " The Lord is on my side; I
will not fear what man can do unto me."
Ah, dear reader, we speak feelingly when we say that we believe,
could we really analyze our trials, and closely examine our exercises,
we should see that by far the larger proportion arose from the fcar of
man, rather than the/ear of God. Although we are well aware that
God knows all about us, that" all things stand naked and open unto
Him with whom we have to do," yet (fools that we are!) we are in
fear and bondage about man's thoughts and opinions-poor, puny,
and utterly powerless and insignificant as we know him to be. It is
a characteristic of poor fallen nature. We see it in Bible-days as
well as in our own. Scripture characters were infected with· it, as
well as ourselves. It does not alter the fact, nevertheless. It is
lamentable that we should be more afraid of man, "whose breath
is in his nostrils," than we are of God, who could crush this vast
universe in the twinkling of an eye, with as great ease as we a
moth between our thumb and finger.
Whilst, however, we thus speak, we must keep in view another
fact, that, in seeking to avoid a prominence or responsibility to which,
it may be, the Lord, in His all-wise and unerring Providence, has
already called us, we may, by shrinking- from that prominence or responsibility, dishonour God by our distrust and cowardice. The allimportant point is, Did the Lord place us in the position? Did the
footsteps of His Providence evidently put us where we are, and as
we are, or was it self-sought? If, then, we have plain proof that the
Lord Himself has beeu our Guide, it is at once our province and our
privilege to look to Him, to stand by us and to strengthen us for all
the weight and care and responsibility inseparable from our
position.
Were there no men to occupy a leading post, or the foreranks in
the battle-were there none to command, as well as some to obeynone to lcad, as well as others tofollow, what would become of the
world at large? Moreover, of what lack of evidence should we be
deprived if the all-sufficiency of Divine wisdom, grace, and strength
as made perfect in weakness, if so be the Lord had not enlisted into
His service a meek Moses, a hesitating Gideon, a stripling David, a
rebellious J onah! In these characters, as well as in numberless others,
is brought out so vividly and blessedly that God-honouring truth, "Not
by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
Oh,how sweet it is to see the battles of the Lord fought by the
weakest of men and the most unlikely of means, in order that all
the praise and the glory may redound unto Him to whom alone it is
due! And we do well to remember, dear reader, that these examples
of the wisdom and power and all-sufficiency of our God are given in
immediate connexion with positions of prominence and responsibility;
hence, as we have endeavoured to show, it would be to call in question
that all-sufficiency for any or every line of service to which the Lord
may be pleased to call His children, and to play the coward in shrink-
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ing therefrom or refusing to yield thereto. Be it ours to beware of this,
reader!
But we had not thought to have indulO"ed in this strain. We must
return to what we had intended to state by way of proof of the Lord's
children being so dependent upon one another, and that no one
member of the mystic body should ever be able to another member of
the self-same body to say, "I have no need of thee." Moreover, we
quote these personal experiences, dear reader, in order to prompt and
encourage you ever to be upon the watch for the Lord's own time
and the Lord's own way to teach and instruct-to comfort and
strengthen.
Going forth, as we have already stated, with a view to muse and
meditate, even amid the busy throng, we came in contact with an old
attendant at our church. Having removed from the neighbourhood,
it was long since we had seen him. The past, with its subsequent
many changes, was almost, as a matter of course, commented upon.
When we spoke of our little household being dispersed, and some of
its members at the very ends of the earth, he remarked that as yet all
his were at home! We turned away and walked on with perhaps an
almost imperceptible murmur, and felt, it may be, disposed to ask,
Was this state of things really necessary? Within a few minutes
we stood waiting to cross the street, which was at the moment occupied
by sundry wild-beast caravans, some of which were drawn by several
elephants.
As we glanced at them, an elderly man-a perfect
stranger-whom we had not previously observed standing by our
side, whispered into our ear, " The works of His hands are verity and
judgment;" and" All His commandments are sure," we added. He
then went on to comment upon His wonderful works, "but," said he,
" what will it be to see Him as He is, face to face?
Oh, I long
for that; but will He stand by me when heart and flesh shall fail? "
he asked. "Ah, sir," he continued, "I was sixty-three last birthday, but" (with his heart full to overflowing and pained to the
utmost), he added, "I was never cursed in all my life as I was last
night by my own .son; " and it was all in consequence of a very trifling
circumstance-a matter of two or three pence in some article he had
sold.
Oh, the rebuke, dear reader, with which this fact came to our poor
faithless, repining heart! An aged Christian father, cursed to his
face by his own son! Had 1ee ever been called to such a trial as
that ? Never!
The dear old pilgrim went on to say, " Ah, sir, you don't know
me; but I know you. I heard you some years ago at Mary-Ie-port
church; and, when speaking of the children of Israel passing through
the Red Sea, you said, ' Are there any masons here [we presume he
referred to a sermon preached at the said church to a congregation
of working men]; what do you think of building a wall at water ?"
Again he said, "I heard you at St. Luke's church, and your text was,
, Call upon me in the day of trouble; and I will deliver thee, and
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thou shalt glorify me.' 'Oall upon Me! call upon Me I' you
exclaimed, bidding them look up ! "
The Lord alone knows the timeliness of this meeting; and, could
we tell the reader the exact particulars of our then position, he would,
we doubt not, admit that no testimony could have been mon~
exactly what was at that special moment needed. Suffice it, it
was a time of deep anxiety and very great perplexity, in which we
were at a perfect los8 to know how to act, when the word from this
strange and altogether-unlooked-for source came, "Oall upon Mecall upon Me, in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee; and
thou shalt glorify Me." The dear old pilgrim added sundry sayings;
among them this: "I have been a singer at a church, and have
played upon an instrument; and sometimes I have thought, if the
prophet Isaiah and B:andel had met, the one would say, 'Well, I
will write:' 'Unto us a Ohild is born, unto us a Son is given, and the
government shall be upon His shoulder;' the other would have said,
, Well, you write the words, and I'll set them to music.' "
Reader, think again of the timeliness of the words, "And the
government shall be upon His shoulder." The dear old stranger
had not the veriest idea of what we were at the moment passing
through, when (judging from the general aspect of matters) it would
seem as though the Lord had relinquished all care, responsibility,
leading, and guidance.
We often appeal to Him-especially in the sleepless hours of the
night-season-beseeching Him to take to Himself His great power,
and not to let it appear as though He had no care about either His
Ohurch or the world, when wicked men seem to be getting everything
their own way. But, oh, how seasonable the testimony, "And the
government shall be upon His shoulder I " Moreover, how timely
the rebuke to our fears and unbelief, the assurance in connexion,
"Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no
endI"
Reader, will you not acknowledge, after this" meeting and greeting
by the way," there is no room whatever for one member saying
to another member, " I have no need of thee ?"
The venerable stranger again and again apologized for his freedom
and boldness, as he called it; but, whilst we assured him it was no
liberty, much less offence, we felt that he little knew how much and
in what a timely way he was ministering to us, in return for any
little comfort we had aforetime been instrumental in imparting to
him. Our personal regret since has been that we did not, at the
moment, secure the name and address of the dear old pilgrim, whom
probably we shall never meet again until that blessed and longlooked-for time shall arrive, when, we trust, both he and we shall
" enter into peace."
St. Luke's, Bedminster,
THE EDITOR.
July, 1872.
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God is able ojthese stones toraiseu,p cl.ilrlren unto Abraharn."-MATr. iii. 9.

BELOVED, we fear that we are not half mindful enough of the power of
J ehovah. " Nothing is too hard for the Lord;" and as John the
Baptist stood on the banks of Jordan, confronting the subtle Pharisees
and Sadducees, he raised his voice to proclaim the greatness and power of
Him whose shoe-Iatchets he was not worthy to unloose, exclaiming, with
holy vehemence of soul, "0 ye generation of vipers, think not to say
within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you,
that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham; " and,
although he may have been pointing literally to the stones that were
strewn upon the banks of the flowing river, yet he pointed spiritually to
a higher truth, namely, that the Lord could melt stony hearts by divine
grace, which should result in a new life whereby children should be
raised unto Himself. And how peculiarly is the fact of the power of the
Deity seen in the salvation of the soul; and never does the creature
appear so puny and helpless as when brought to the test upon this point
-ah! as helpless as the stones John pointed to, and as dead too, and
would remain so but for the mighty working of the great God. True, he
does not think so ; and .to be told that in this new creation he. is as
entirely passive as he was in the first creation greatly offends him,
because it humbles his pride. Nevertheless, it is an indisputable fact tb-at
God must and will begin with the sinner; and, unless He does so, he wili
ever remain "dead in trespasses and in sins." Away, then, with the
prevalent idea of "the dignity of man as a spiritual being," and of the
great things he can do! It is a myth-it is a mistake-it is a deception
of the father of lies; and the Holy Ghost has taken special care to set
forth human nature in such figures as shall :fully show us its nothingness
and lowliness. Hence the creature is compared to "the moth,".go easily
crushed; to "the worm that dieth;" to the flower of the field so lowly,
to the fading leaf, and to the " dust of the earth; " and the Spirit of God
also argues to demonstration: "Oan a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit?
Oan the Ethiopian change his skin,. or the leopard his spots? Oan a clean
thing come out of an unclean?" Oertainly not, any more than can a
corrupt sinner bring forth fruit unto God, a black soul make itself white
and pure, or an unrighteous, unclean man cleanse his own heart. It is
the Lord who alone can work in this matter, and He is "mighty to save."
The recent death of the late "James Wells" has brought to my mind
an incident of my early life which will iliustrate our point. A little
group met around a dinner-table; there were two or three gentlemen,
the same number of ladies, an Arminian preacher of some note, J ames
Wells of free grace excellence, and the writer, then a youth of about
fourteen years of age. An animated conversation upon religious snbjects
was carried on between the free-wilier and "James Wells," when, as if
to clench the argument and produce an effect upon the company, the
free-wilier said, "Well, I sum up my religion in those words of Scripture:
HH
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'Work out your salvation with fear and trembling.' " James Wells responded, "And so do I, with this blessed addition: 'For it is God that
worketh in you to will and to do of His own good pleasure.'" Never
shall I forget this declaration of God ullon my soul; the truth seemed to
flash before me of how completely God must work in us before anything
can be worked out; and upwards of five-and-thirty years' experience of
Divine things since that time has confirmed me in the truth of the
position taken by that now-glorified man of God, and the fallacy of the
teaching of the Arminian preacher. And there is another point in the
passage referred to which we have since thought important, namely, it
is said, "Work out YOUR OWN salvation." Now, if your own, it is yours
already, and how you have become possessed of it is evident from the
statement: "God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)." So, then, being in possession of
salvation through the manifold grace and mercy of God, now testify by
life, walk, and conduct outwardly of the reality of that which has been
worked by the mighty power of God inwardly, and so helpless will you
soon find yourself, even in this outward walking, that the need will be
feIt for constantly appealing to the Lord, "0 Lord, undertake for me ! "
We see, then, that it must be the power of J ehovah which (Jan alone
effect anything that is lasting and real in the heart of man. " I will put
my Spirit in you, and ye shall live: then shall ye know that I the Lord
have spoken it, and performed it, saith the Lord." Can anything be
more plain? And, ah! beloved, when He does work thus, we DO know
it; we know that it never came of flesh and blood, or of any creature
effort. The work is so significant, we cannot mistake it; it is altogether so
different a thing to anything that has been before experienced, that we
exclaim, "It is the Lord." True, Satan tries to rob us of our confidence,
and intimates that we are deceived; but a life has been given, and a
birth effected, which he has not power to destroy, for the Mighty One
which gave it will preserve it, though hell rage and earth oppose: and
we may well join dear Toplady in his assurance" My name from the palms of His hands,
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains,
In marks of indelible grace.
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, hut not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
And, perhaps, we shall see, further, the secure standing of the Spiritliving soul wrought by the power of J ehovah, if we notice another
precious fact, namely:Deity and dust married.-Do you startle, reader, at the expression?
We have not used it unguardedly, but will prove its truth by God's
Word. The Spirit says, concerning this wondrous union, "Thy Maker
is thine Husband; the Lord of hosts is His name" (Isaiah liv. 5); and
again, "Turn, 0 backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am married
unto you: and I will take you one· of a city, and two of a family, and
I will bring you to Zion" (Jeremiah iii. 14). Now, if words mean
anything, here is a union that heaven has declared and cemented-and
who shall dare to gainsay it r-and that the Lord should declare that He
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hflc1 married "backsliding children" Roems still more wonderful and
g'l'acious; and, in worldly lang-uag-e, we should call it "an ill match; "
uut yet it is not, for J sus the Husband has sanctiued, purified, anlI
perfected His bride, so that she is com ly through the comeliness He
hath put upon her. He has made her m et to be partakor with Him
of His sorrows and joys, and He is makinr- her meet for the inheritance
above with Him. Oh, marvellous union. "I have chosen you out of
the world," is His own declaration! "Since thou wast precious in my
sight, thou ha t been honourable, and I have loved thee. 'I will
betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in
right ou ness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in meroies.
I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou shalt know
the Lord'" (Hosea ii. 19, 20). And to all this the Ohurch, the Lamb's
bride, is able to respond, in the sweet assurance of faith, "I am my
Beloved's, and His desire is towards me." Nor is this a mere nominal union;
it is a living, acting compact; hence all our debts are transferred to Him;
all our concerns are His, and every injury done to the least He views as
done unto Himself; and He bids us cast ALL our care upon Him, for
He careth for us. So the Ohurch is one with Him in life, one with Him
in death, buried with Him, risen with Him, and glorified with Himthis is what we mean by Deity and dust together. Oh, one is overwhelmed at the thought of this wondrous union, and led to say, "Oan it
be possible that the Lord Jesus Ohrist can take into vital union with
Himself such a poor worthless worm as me ? Wonder, 0 heavens! and
be astonished, 0 earth! that to ME, who am less than the least of all saints,
is this grace given! to think that Omnipotence and Love
" , Have stooped to take a worm like ME
Up to His throne above!'
" Oh, Thou precious Husband of my soul! bring- me into felt union and
communion with Thyself, that I may hang upon Thine almighty strength,
and feel the sweotness of living and abiding in safety by Thy side! "
But, beloved, lest we should be exalted above measure in the conSideration of this wondrous union, it may be well for us to think, further, of
Deity and du.~t to,r;ether in a wilderness of trial,. for, joyous and comforting as the foregoing views of the marriage union between Ohrist and
His bride is (and God forbid that we should rob one little one of an iota of
such comfort i), yet we are forcibly reminded that we traverse still a
wilderness-world, thickly strewn with thorns and briers, cares and crosses.
vVell, be it so; there neec1 bo 110 discouraging thoughts arise because of
this: Deity and dust are together in all. Deity has passed through all
before us-has trodden this very earth of ours-has entered into life's
oares-hungered, thil'sted, wearied, and wept, as we do, and is, therefore,
well able to suocour and support in every time of need. Is thy trial specially severe, beloved? Is it a oross heavy to bear, a crook EXCEEDINGLY
CROOKED? VV 011, recollect our passage: "God is able of these stones to
raise up childron unto Abraham." His strength is supernatural, and in
all thy trials tho same omnipotent power holds good. It is Deity and
dust together ill tho valley-the Stronger supporting the weaker-otherwise the words woulLluot bp. tru.e: "I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee;" "I ::llU with ihee alway, even unto the end." Oh! well may we,
when we get une!lsy and unhinged, stop ourselves in the midst of the
multitude of anxious thoughts that will work up ill an active sensitive
HH2
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mind, and ask ourselves: "Does not Jesus live? Is He not near? Are
not His promises the same? Has He changed in His character? Is
He not MY Husband still? Am I not verily ungrateful not to trust fully
in Him, and roll my care upon Him, leaving Him to perform what it is
impossible for me to do?" Beloved, we for one can testify that there have
been times in our experience when matters have become so entangled,
that we have seen no way of escape. Crushed we have thought we must
be, and give up all in despair; and yet the Lord has worked for us in
such a way that we have felt His power to be quite equal to that which
He would exercise if He "of stones raised up children unto Abraham ;"
and, as Manoah and his wife looked on while the angel of the Lord" did
wondrously," so have we become astonished at the merciful and gracious
and loving way J ehovah has exercised His mighty power for His poor
dust. Oh! trust Him, and be not afraid!
" Why should I fear the darkest hour,
Or tremble at the tempter's power?
Jesus vouchsafp.s to be my Tower.
" Though all the flocks and herds were dead,
My soul a famine need not drea-d,
For Jesus is my living Bread.
" Against me earth and hell combine,
But on mv side is POWER DIVINE;
Jesus is all, and He is mine."
Oh, this precious power divine! It is this that has broken my'heart, and
brought me as a poor penitent to my Saviour's feet; it is this that has
supported me thus far in my pilgrimage, with all its varied trials and
changes; and it is "power divine" that will carry me home to the blest
abode of the redeemed: and, in order to see how the Lord is effecting
this, we might note, further,])eity bringing rImt to the dttst.-Asyears increase, forcibly, day by day, are
we reminded that this is not our rest--that the body, so wonderfully com~
pacted together- by the great God, is being gradually taken to piecesthat the seeds of decay and death are within. The other day we watched
the uprearing of a new tent; the canvass looked so clean and bright, the
poles so firm and erect, the ropes so strong and taut, and all was
surmounted with a brilliant flag, which gracefully spread out its folds
before the breeze. We visited that spot again some time after. During
the interval it had been exceedingly stormy weather; how different was
the appearance of the tent! Part of it had been levelled to the ground;
the poles were jagged and splintered; the ropes were sodden with wet; the
canvass flabby, and in some places torn; and the flag, once so bright, was
l'oIled up and put aside. Oh! we thought, what a true picture of tL.is
earthly tabernacle, once so firm and erect, and full of the bright hopes of
young life; but wintry cares, and stormy anxieties, and time's unceasing
march have told upon this frame, and it becomes bent to the earth, looks
battered and wrinkled; the pins are being unloosed, and soon the
structure will come to the ground. Deity is bringing dust to the dust;
indeed, 'tis" Strange that 11 harp of thousand strings
Should keep in tunc so long."
Well, while the strings of the harp are being unstrung, may our hearts
become mOre and more tuned to sing the praises of our God! May we be
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thankful, indeed, that we have a hope beyond the grave, that the decay of
the body is preparing us for the joys of immortality, and that it is our
mercy
" To read our title clear
To mansions in the skies."
Arminianism will never bring us to this. Nothing but a poor sinner
feeling that his position is all of grace will bring him to the assurance
that grace shall be consummated in glory. And, beloved, the longer we
live, are we not more and more feeling that it is all of grace? I am sure
we are, if taught by the Spirit of God; and it does melt our hearts to
think that the Lord, in His infinite goodness, should have manifested
HilDself in love to us who are so unworthy. Nor will He ever leave nor
forsake us till He has brought us home to glory; and this fact
brings us to another thought, namelyIJedy and dust in the valley of d~at!! together.-One dear brother in
Christ, as he was passing through the valley, said to his surrounding
friends, "Christ is here with me." Beloved, he was but uttering experience which every child of God will realize more or less when he is
brought into the same solemn position. It is the very nature and work of
a Saviour to be specially near when the need is greatest. Another, being
asked, "Now that you are in the depths of Jordan, you do not doubt
your Saviour being with you? " replied, with great earnestness of voice
and manner, "Certainly not: who else? who else?" Ah! who else,
indeed, will avail at such a time? All other refuges will fail then. % What
can Romanism, or Ritualism, or Socinianism, or Free-thinking do for a
dying man? None but Jesus, none but Jesus, will do then; and, as He has
promised to be there with us, we may meet death with resignation, for it
will be a sleeping in Christ and a hallowed gain; it will be putting off
of this shaky tabernacle, and an entering into all that is perfect and
joyous. This mouldering old partition-wall will be thrown down,
and then shall we see Jesus face to face. The death of the saints is
precious in the Lord's sight. He preserves them unto it, for God is our
God, and will be our Guide even unto death; nor will He leave us as we
enter the gloomy shade and narrow pathway. David's testimony is proof
of this: "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me: Thy rod and Thy staff they
comfort me." Cheer up, then, beloved,
" Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are;
While on His breast I lean my head,
And breathe my life out sweetly there."
But we go one step further than even this in this wondrous companionship of sinner and Saviour, and noticeIJeity and dust in the grave together.-Oh that dreary, desolate spot
-tlte grave! And we are apt to think that we shall have to go down there
alone; that, while fond relatives accompany our mortal remains to the
tomb, and give a last tearful look down into the narrow cell-that while
the dark night shuts us in, and the cold blasts sweep over all that remains
of us-we are left alone in our own desolation; but it is not so.
Jesus is not merely faithful unto death, but the very dust of His own
• In 1\ recent obilu~ry of the IJaily News, we read of a lady who died on the vigil
(If the Feast of SS. l:'eter and Paul, f01·tijied with all the rites of the Holy Church.
Poor thing!
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is precious in His sight; and, while He has bidden an angelic host carry
up our souls to His own bright and brilliant and happy dominions,
He is watching over the sleeping dust which He has declared in
due time shall rise a glorified body.
He has, too, been our sepulchre Forerunner as well as our ascended
Forerunner, for He has been down into the tomb before us-perfuming
it by His presence-sanctifying the little narrow slip of earth for His
saints' use, and ordering all that is well and right concerning it-for
even the very napkin that was about His sacred head was not found
mixed up in disorder with the linen clothos, but wrapped together in a
place by itself; and we may depC'ml upon it that He who was careful
about the very details of' nis own burial will novor be unmindful of the
very details of the burial of' those precious to IIim. But, while these
thingli' are calculated to make us feel that the grave, after all, will not
be so dreary, yet our great joy is to look beyond and above it, "for, if we
believe that Jesus Christ died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." Oh! how sweet is this precious
"bring with Him!" including, as it does, all God's elect-" not a hoof
shall be left behind;" and it seems to imply that He cannot live apart
from them-that Christ died to possess them-to ransom them-to
redeem them-and that the ultimatum of His work is to bring them with
Him into glory. Hence we are told of the time when He shall speak
the resurrection-word, and the elect shall rise from their graves, and
" He shall come to be admired in His saints, and to be glorified in all
them that believe;" and this brings us to a concluding' thought, namely,
IJ~tst glorified and IJeity satisfled.-If the theory coald hold good-so
common in the present day-that there are many lost for whom Christ
died, how is it possible Deity could be satisfied? It may be argued,
"But Christ has done His part; and, if the creature will not do his, it is
not Christ's fault!" But, we ask, is that God-like? Would such looseness be for one moment allowed among us in the common concerns of
our every-day life? Most certainly not. There is no weakness, no
looseness, in J ehovah's plans; it is dishonouring His holy and blessed
name to infer it in any way. No!" He shall see of the travail of His
soul, and shall be satisfied." What a significant and impressive wordtrat'ail-birth throes-and that, too, a Saviour's birth tlwoes! "What can it
mean but as explained by the prophet in the previous verse, "He shall
see His seed?" which lets us into the secret of the fact that His obedience
unto death-His sorrow and suffering-the agony of His soul under a
sense of Divine wrath, was for" His seed"-His elect people, who should
become thereby regenerated, sanctified, justified, and brought home to
Heaven. The complete redemption of all His chosen ones is that which
will give Him infinite satisfaction. Oh, dear reader! is not our Saviour
precious? Surely, when we think of what it has cost Him to save us,
we must love Him fervently.
He will have all His saintA with Him in glory! It would not satisfy
Him if a hoof were loft behind-everyone of them in Zion appeareth
before God.
These, then, belovecl, are the points of our meditation together at this
season, namely:That the new creation in Christ Jesus is as much the work of
Deity as the creation of the world, and the sinner can no more effect
the former than he can the latter j while a religion that is not
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based upon the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit is not worth
possessing.
That the poor worm, thus brought into vital union with Christ,
becomes His bride in an indissoluble union-Deity and dust become
married.
That the faithful Husband will never forsake His wife in any extremity
she may be placed in, for Deity and dust are together in every wilderness trial.
That, as years roll on and strength fails, the pins of the tabernacle
must become unloosened, and the body will bend grave-wards-Deity
will bring dust to the dust.
That in this we have nothing to fear, for the loving Husband will be
at His wife's side-Deity will be with dust in the valley of death.
That, even when brought down to the grave, such is the love of Jesus
that He will watch over the slumbering dust of His redeemed till the
time comes when, through the power of His resurrection, it shall rise a
glorified body.
That the result of all this wonderful work will be, that the poor
unworthy one shall be raised to behold, and participate in, the glory of
the King of kings-Dust glorified, and Deity satisfied.
Herein are facts highly calculated to cheer us onwards, homewal'ds,
and upwards, as well as to develop John's declaration of the power of
J ehovah: "I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up
children unto Abraham."
Oh, God of our salvation-Jesus, our precious Husband and all-let us,
amidst the vicissitudes of life, lean upon Thine almighty strength, and,
as fresh difficulties and anxieties arise, trust in Thine almighty power to
deliver; and, when it comes to the last scene-oh, why should we not
then feel assured that Thou wilt be near and dear, nOr rest until Thou
hast brought us to the home-the mansion and the crown? and then,
beloved" When the shore is reached at last,
Who will count the billows past? "
Wanstead, Essex.
G.C.

FAITH.
FAITH is a divinely implanted principle-a quickening to spiritual life
and perception by the agency of the Holy Ghost. It is "the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb. xi. I). This
principle, acting in the soul, reveals things past, present, and future,
with reference to its eternal state of happiness or misery. By it a man
receives the truth concerning Jesus Christ, and His great salvation. It
gives credit to all the revealed word and will of Jehovah-and we shall
do well to take heed to the exhortation of the Apostle, "Cast not away
therefore your confidence which hath great recompence of reward"
(Heb. x. 35).
THIS life is a life of faith, for God will try the sincerity of our faith,
that the world may see that God hath such servants as will depend upon
His bare word: it were nothing to be a Christian if we could see all
here; but God will have His children live by faith, and take the promises upon ilis word alone.
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BOOKS OLD AND NEW.
WHEN shall the day come that the opprobium attached to the namo of
William Huntington will cease? We are not surprised at the enmity of
the worldling, though ranked with the peerage, and possessed of attainments natural and educational, who could yet stoop to pick up the poor
coal-heaver and, unwittingly, in his heart's enmity, place him beside the
great Lord Clive; and thus, as long as one of our best English authors
live, so long shall William Huntington be immortalized..
Many of our intelligent readers know that to Lord Olive we owe our
Indian possessions. He went out to Madras, in 174 l, as a writer, poor
and unknown. After a triumphant career, he returned to Englaud ; was
charged before the House of Commons with proceedings derogatory to
the character and dignity of the English nation; was honourably acquitted, and shortly after fell by his own hand. From Lord Macaulay's
Essay we derive some information as to the opinion formed of him by
his less opulent neighbours. "The peasantry of Surrey looked with
mysterious horror on the stately house which was rising at Olaremont,
and whispered that the great wicked lord had ordered the walls to be
. made thick in order to keep the devil out, who would one day take him
away bodily. Among the gaping clowns who drank in the frightful
story was a worthless lad of the name of Hunter, since widely known as
William Huntington, S.S., and the superstition which was strangely
mingled with the knavery of that remarkable impostor, seems to have
derived no small nutriment from the tales which he heard of the life and
character of Lord Clive."-(Hist. Essay, p. 194.) Thus Lord Macaulay
settles the question, that the theology of "VIr. Huntington was derived
from the hero of the black-hole of Calcutta, who ultimately put an end to
his life. But, say some of our readers, what may we expect but that the
old enmity will arise, and that the carnal will hate, and abhor, and revile
the people of God? Surely things are different now in these days of
wide-spread religion, when the universal cry is " Jesus loves you," and
therefore must we not include the coal-heaver in the outspread arms of
universal charity? Well, let men speak for themselves; and 80 we give
the following extract from a most useful and interesting book, "The Life
of Duncan Matheson," which is already in the hands of a large section
of godly people. 'l'he editorship of many blessed memoirs fall into the
hands of men who are not sound in the faith, have never entered into the
fold by the straight gate and narrow way, were never made to pass under
the rod of soul exercise, never knew the sweetness and power of pardon,
never felt that they owed all to the sovereignty of God. And what
wonder that all such topics are ignored, or slurred over, or often so misconstrued that they are made to speak a different language to that meant
by the departed? We are not without suspicion that the most of William
Huntington's opponents never read one line of his writings in all their
life, and we are quite willing to give the compiler of D. Matheson's
memoirs the benefit of a doubt in this matter; for, if he had, truth and
justice would have forbid the following remark: "In the course of his
L
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(D. Matheson's) reading, he stumbled on the writings of Huntington,
and for a season was led away into the dreary wilderness of hyper-Calvinism, where some poor souls seem doomed to wander all their days;
perhaps as a punishment for their hair-splitting, or their spiritual
pride. For a time he was bound in the strait-jacket of this form of
fatalism. He dared not to speak to everyone of the love of God, lest
he should give encouragement to one who was not elect. After a while
he discovered his error, and was led to see that to close the door of
the universal call of the gospel, is to close the door of salvation against
the elect themselves." Now, if God has an elect people, it is passing
strange that He can allow any human mistake to close the door of
salvation against them, even supposing it to be, for argument sake, a
mistake. But so did not Duncan Matheson believe, unless he got warperl
by Arminian association in his latter days. Brought up under the eye
of parents imbued with all the letter knowledge of the Assembly's
Catechism, and the doctrines of grace, it was not likely that he ever
entertained the thought that the door of salvation should be closed
against the elect.; but, when God laid hold of his conscience, showed him
his sins, set hell and damnation before him,-the question then became a
personal matter-" Am I one of the elect?" It was burnt into his breast,
" Am I His, or am I not?" This mighty change, which he so graphically descrihes in the opening pages, was the substratum of D. Matheson's religion, and the sovereignty of God, as felt in his call, was acknowledged by him to the last.
Another little back-handed slap we must notice, for it is useful to observe
the tone of an editor, that we may make allowance for gaps in the experience of many who, if they were allowed to speak, would tell a very
different tale, and give a very different turn to events and words that
are recorded by editors.
" I hava heard that Mr. Matheson was riding very high, that he was
preaching AssU?'ance to the people of. . . said a pastor, who seemed to .
think that the Christian is safe only under the shadow of Doubting
Castle. Is it not a matter about which we should be sure? was the reply.
, 0, you women!' was all the good man had to say in defence of his
system of ultra-Calvinistic exclusiveness." Alas for poor Calvinists!
" From sinner and from Saint
They meet with many a blow;"
for, of all sects and parties, it is the only one beneath the skies which
meets with no quarter, and of which it may bo truly said: "As for this
sect it is everywhere spoken against."
With regard to W. Huntington's ministry, it is true he novel' called
upon dead sinners to save themselves, nor gave the slightest hint that
man could be first with God; this was not what he believed to be the call
of the goapel-but on the wharf or barn, in tho cellar or garret, in the
destitute villages, or in large towns, whenever there was any sort of
opening, there was the undaunted coal-heaver, ever ready to set forth the
true, the real" old, old story," salvation by grace for sinners, redeemed
by blood, and chosen in Christ before the world began. Thousands
heard him proclaim the gospel, and the Lord owned his testimony by the
regenerating work of the Holy Ghost, that stood the test of time, and
carried his numerous converts safe over Jordan-a set of lowly, experimental and practical Christians, who lived to honor the glorious doctrines
of grace that they loved, and thus gave the lie to the maligners of the
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gospel, and the God-taught mau who proclaimed it. Thousands of sermons
William Huntington preached, and 20 volumes issued from his pen. The
advocates of Revivalism would do well to get a little instruction about the
man and his communications, and his indomitable zeal in preaching the
gospel, before they condemn his writings, and put the stamp of Antinomianism upon his life.
But now a word or two about D. Matheson. He was favoured by a
clear and unmistakable entrance into the kingdom of grace, which he
describes with profitable accuracy: his joy was in proportion to his night
of weeping, and the way in which he describes his own failures at every
step burnt into his bosom the sovereignty of God in the call of a sinner,
and the following remarks are so good that we cannot refrain from giving
them in full to our readers:"Regeneration hy the Holy Ghost formed a largo and prominent part
of his teaching. He continually, and most emphatically, announced the
necessity, and explained the nature, of the second birth. '"Vho made you
a Christian? ' he would ask. Some are made Christians by their parents;
some by their Sabbath-school teachers; others by their ministers and
pastors, and many are made Christians by themselves; but man-made
Christians cannot enter the Kingdom of God. Friend, were you made a
Christian by the Holy Ghost? The sons of God are born, not of blood,
nor of the will of man, but of God." Again:" The sovereignty of God
in the salvation of man, the sinner's need of the Spirit's grace, the helplessness, folly, and infatuated wretchedness of the human heart, were
truths written as by a pen of iron and the point of' a diamond upon his
innermost heart; and h'3 always spoke as he believed. One day a friend
referred in conversation to the errors of a low Arminianism-that leaves
no room and no need for the work of the Holy Spirit in the election of
grace. " It won't do, J-, the truth is, you and I would be damned if it
were not for Election; but that grips," he added, clenching his fist. "I
know that if I had one foot in heaven, and Christ were saying to me,
put in the other, I wouldn't do it." The much-reviled coal-heaver never
made a stronger statement than this. The stirring events of his labours
in the Crimea are deeply interesting. There is a simplicity, a one-'
heartedness in the man, that gives the stamp of vitality to all he says
and does; and thus it is exceptional characters are raised up from time to
time to do God's bidding, in God's way. On his return from the Crimea
he took an absorbing interest in the revival work that was carried on in
Scotland, As "his ain countree," we might expect that the spiritual interests of his native land lay near his heart; and we have no doubt God
made him the instrument of calling in many of His elect.
•We live in days divided between speculation and supineness. Some
are occupied with notions only,-others, who have grace, forget that Jesus
says: " Ye are the light of the world." The mongrel divinity prevalent
has bewildered not a few of God's gracious ones; they see the tide runs
against them on every side, and they leave the field to the advocates of
free-will, without courage to protest against that which is contrary to
truth. Nor have they grace enough in exercise to think what they can
do in the fear of' the Lord to cast a little truth on the waters, sink or
swim. Now, we are not wishful to make men offenders for a word.
We would prefer to take the scope of their experience, and their manner
of life; therefore it would be well for the cause of God and truth if
those who know more than the book unfolds would take a leaf from it,
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catch a little of the zeal that aUlmat d th d pf\l'ted, his unwearied efforts
for the spiritual good of th ,. , hi8 8 If·d nyin d votedness to the work
he was engaged in, and many ill
dly ir(l.it that appear in the life
and labours of Dun n nih n.
But we must call att nti n I, 0 1
ditor's : " In the work
winning s ul bi faith wo.s aim t unbounded, and
oft.en rose to tll u1lim. lie wo. not of tho who 8 ID I, think that
the eternal I
and purpose of God in hri I, will l' sult in little or
nothing; tho.t tit blood-shedding and death of God nonrnnl has so
scanty fruit; that we scarce hope to see a sinner saved; and 1,11 I, the gift
and wod f the Holy Ghost is the most unfortunate and hop I s busine s in tho world; on the contrary, firmly believing in the purp e and
lov £
d, and knowing that the divine sovereignty runs upon the path
of appoint d means, he preached the gospel with the most confident expe tati n of success. Because Jesus has finished the work of redemption, He knew His labour would not be in vain in the Lord" (p. 257).
The drift of this remark is to make the doctrines of grace obnoxious; but
all the zeal and combined energies of the church of God, since the days
of Abel, can never add one name to the Book of Life, nor extend the declarations of Christ, " No man can come to me, except the Father which
hath sent me draw him." Nor can the Almighty voice be silenr1ed by man
that uttered these words: "Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way,
that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." "The secret of
Duncan Matheson's success," which is attributed to the" love of winning
souls," is represented very differently by our Lord. "All that the
Father giveth me shall come nnto me." And now, as of old, disciples are
sent forth by the Lord, whither He Hi1nself would come. :For thus saith the
Lord God: "I, oven I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out."
God is nevor in want of an instrument to carry out His eternal purpose of graco to an elect people; nor does the blessing of success rest
with man, but with the living God. "Paul may plant and Apolloswater,
but it is of God ALONE to give the increase."
L.
CHRIST'S MISSION TO THE LOST SHEEP.
MATTHEW xv. 24.
had been telling the scribes and Pharisees that they made void
the commandment of God by their traditions. They sought to emancipate themselves from their obligations to their parents, by declaring that
whatever they gave to them was "Corban," or a gift. He took this
opportunity of teaching them that nothing outward defiled a man, but
that which came out of the mouth: "For out of the heart proceeds all
evil, but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man." Afterwards He
went thence into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, and there came to Him a
woman of Canaan, crying unto Him, saying, "Have mercy on me, 0 Lord,
Thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil."
In our day, we scarcely know what she meant by these words, for
persons that were subject to fits, 01' were insane, were spoken of as
possessed with a devil. With an evident object, Christ answered her not
a word, while His disciples, in ignorance, desired Him to send her away,
for she troubled them by crying after them. We, as they, are unable to
understand cases that are deeper than our own experience, and to discern
CHRIST
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between the false and the true; and the more so, because we see many
instances in which the operations of nature produce similar results to
those of grace. Christ replied to them in the words of the text, "I am
not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of IsraeL"
We see pity, prescience, purpose, and provision in the mode by which
Christ has here unfolded the object of His mission. While men are
disputing whether man was made originally perfect, and fell into condemnation, and must be redeemed from the consequences of his sin; or
if he was made imperfect, and is to be raised to a higher and perfect
state progressively; one thing is very clear, that Christ's mission is only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and that those whom He came to
seek and to save are utterly and irretrievably ruined, beyond any power
they possess to deliver themselves. He came to do for them whatever
their necessities required. It was love, free, unmerited, and eternal, that
pitied them in their low estate. It is sovereign on the part of God, and
undeserved on the part of man. Their salvation emanates in God alone,
and is accomplished by means devised by Him, and whatever blessedness
they attain to is the result of that love. It is not based on any
conditions to be performed by them, and out of His love springs all that
God has ever done, is doing, or ever will do for His people." It is the
perennial fountain of all good to them, and is immense, deep, and infinite
in its fulness-an ocean without bottom, bank, brim, or shore. It passes
knowledge, and is infinite and eternal as God Himself. This love is
aided in the plan of salvation, if I may so speak, by the divine prescience
of God, so that He knew or foresaw everything needful to make them
what He would have them to be, and to bring them to love Him and live
in bliss with Him eternally. Nothing candescent to His own perfections
and to the honour of His law-nothing necessary to bring His people into
harmony and unity with Himself, and to fit them for a life of holiness
and happiness-could, by any possibility, escape His knowledge. His
purpose is, therefore, based on His love and prescience, and thereby
made secure, ever an eternal purpose which He purposed in Himself,
80 that no part of it can fail, and in which He engages to be and to do,
all to, all for, and all in, His people. Whatever would secure perfectly,
and beyond the possibility of failure, this grand and gracious purpose
was necessarily a part of it, and His purpose is not that His people shall
be simply restored to their primitive state, but be raised to an infinitely
higher one, and be unalterably fixed in it. This purpose is called a
covenant or compact, an everlasting covenant, a counsel of peace, and a
covenant by blood. All God's purposes centre in Christ, who is the
Fulfiller and Ratifier of this covenant, and performed all its conditions
fully and faithfully. "I have laid help upon One that is mighty; I have
exalted One chosen out of the people." Every contingency was foreseen,
and provision made in this covenant for every exigency, and their
recovery from the ruin into which they had fallen; and as this was utterly
impossible to be effected by them, either partially or wholly, His purpose
of love and mercy was purposed in Christ Jesus, for" all the promises
of God in Him are yea and in Him amen, unto the glory of God by us."
Having thus opened to you the subject of Christ's mission partially,
I proceed to notice, first, the Speaker; secondly, the people to whom
He was sent; and, thirdly, for what purpose.
First, the Speaker is He of whom it is said, "Never man spake like
this Man." His Person is a wondrous mystery, prefigured by the ark,
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which had two cherubims, one at either end, with their faces mercy-seat.
ward, and which is interpreted in the New Testament as signifying the
desire of the angels to look into the sacrecl mystery. We may say of this
mystery, He was God, and no less-that He was man, and no more. As
the Word He was" from everlasting," and as Ohrist Jesus He was" set
up from everlasting." "When the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us," He became what He had not been, without ceasing to be what
He was. The Word, so to speak, had an independent existence of His
man nature, but that never existed as a person, or independently of the
Word. It is called "a holy thing," and may be said to be a substantial
adjunct, and was taken into the Godhead, and was the means by which
the invisible became visible. It was not a new order of creation, in
which the divine and human natures were blended or commixed, and
which might then have been called divine humanity, or human divinity.
The divine was not lowered to the level of the human, nor the human
raised to the level of the divine nature; but Re became, and ever
remains, but one Person, "Emmanuel, God with us," or in our nature.
Truly, "g-reat is the mystery of godliness; God manifest in the flesh."
Ohrist's Person, as so constittrted, is the highest manifestation of the
Divine wisdom in the purpose of man's salvation, and He is in every
sense adapted to and for it. lIe was one with the Father, and knew the
mind of God as none of the prophets knew it. However full the reve·
lations they had were, theirs was only a reflected light.. Ohrist is the
true Light, the Light of the world, the Sun of Righteousness itself, and
the Prophet whom God had promised to raise up unto His people. He
was the great Antitype of priest and sacrifice, altar and gift. No one
could take His life, and He gave it, for He was God. The grave could
not retain His lifeless corpse; for, though parted from His human ~oul, it
was in union with the Deity of Him who is the Resurrection and the
Life, and thus had" power to lay down His life and power to take it
again." As the High Priest He offered Himself, Itnd as the Sacrifice He
atoned for the sins of His people; as the Altar He''sanctified the gift, and
as the Gift He sanctified His people. He is the King of the Jews, and
Pilate spoke prophetically when he said, "What I have written I have
written." His Kingship is written in His own life on earth, in overcoming temptation in the wilderness, in not being ensnared by the
applause of the fickle multitude, by His endurance of suffering,
the triumphs of the cross, and His victory over sin, death, and hell. It
is kingly power that bears up the fainting hearts of His people, and,
having vanquished every foe for them, He will conquer every foe in them,
for He will shortly" bruise Satan under their feet." He reigns for this
purpose, and" must reign until He hath put all enemies under His feet,
. and the last enemy that shall be destroyed is Death." He reigns in the
hearts and affections of His people, inhabiting at the same time the lofty
place and the lowliest hearts.
Secondly. We now inquire, Who are meant by the lost sheep of the
house of Israel? It is a very important inquiry, for He was only sent
to them. We may say at once that it is a profound mystery, and
contrary to all our natural feelings; but religion is a revelation from
God, not a theory, or a philosophical problem, thought out by human
wisdom, and thus we have only this light upon the subject: "Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." God does not take man into
His counsels: "He giveth not accouut of any of His matters." But, if
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His government extends to human affairs, and we do not say "if"
because we doubt it, there are almost, if not quite, as insoluble difficulties in them. The wise of this world see this, and their attacks are
constantly directed against this revelation. But "if the foundationil of our
faith are destroyed, what shall the righteous do?" I would ask, To what
shall the helpless, lost, blind, and unhappy sinner turn in his distress,
if not to the truths of the Bible? Is he to be indifferent about his
immortal interests? He cannot if he would. Is he to account revelation
a myth-the design of crafty men? He cannot, for it "searches the
thoughts and intents of his heart," and arraigns him before a tribunal
which, though he cannot see it, is as palpable to him as his own
existence. Is he to trust to moral virtuos? Will they serve him? No;
bnt, alas, he feels he does not possess them if they would. Is he to trust
to universal redemption, and to aocount the statements of prophets and
apostles, exclusiv~ o~ Christ's ?wn words, utterly false? Is he t.o believe
in a blind matenahsm, crushmg out all hopes of a future hfe? He
cannot, for these hopes are the solace of his soul, his support in trouble,
and that whioh alone makes life endurable; for, "if we have hope only in
this world, we are of all men most miserable." If there is a God, would
He have left us without a revelation of Himself? and, if not, what book
has the same claims on our belief as the Bible? What book furnishes
us, not only with suoh maxims, but sucb. examples of the good and the
true, crowned by His whose purity, sincerity, and self-sacrifice are not
only unparalleled, but utterly iuconceivable by the unaided thoughts of
sinful men? We accept, therefore, this Divine revelation, and rejoice in
its glorious truths, and in the Author of them, and submit ourselves to
His Divine Sovereignty, although God has sent His Son only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel. Mark, He is not sent to all the house of
Israel, but to the lost sheep of Israel only. Are they not all lost? Yes,
but all do not feel this to be their condition; it is therefore to those who
do that He is sent; and the true inferenoe is this, that a feeling sense of
guilt, sin, and ruin is an evidenoe of divine teaching, for none feel this
but those who have heard and learned of the Father-those that have
been taught out of His law. ~o be a lost sheep sensibly is to possess an
evidence, though not of the highest order, that Jesus was sent to us.
He came "not to oall the righteous, but sinners to repentance:" "tho
Son of man came to seek and to save that whioh was lost." W hav
each one turned to his own way, and we are as lost sheep, but "th
ord
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all." Nothing in natuI' i
utt rly
lost and unable to find its way back as a sheep. You kn w th very
great distanc a £1' ID 'Yhich dog~ will return to th ir h In 8, and ~he
sao-acity of the h ra 18 proverblal; but sheep hav n 8 08 to gUlde
th~m back, and th y only 8 ID, when lost, t mal
nfusion thrioe
th y not teach
confounded. What, th Il, d these words t 11 h \l ?
us that man not only is 1 ,but kn wa not tb way £ hi l' covery from
the snare of the devil, and aun t gain th trn he has lost, and is
perishing for laok of knowl cl ?
Thirdly. For what purp
wo.
lost sheep to redeem them, und t
and justice by their trespa s.
am l
"0. ansom for many,"He "laid down His life for ilis sh p,"" gave Himself for us that
He might redeem us from all inill.nity, and pmify us unto Himself, I
peculiar people, zealous of g'()oc1 ,,"ork:;." Ho is tho Proprietor f th
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flock which were impounded by justice, and He came to pay the award
for theIr trespass. And this He has done by the sacrifice of Himself,
and His sacrifice has a sweet-smelling savour to God, and its acceptance
by Him has been assured to us by a voice from heaven, out of the
excellent glory, saying, "This is my beloved Son, hear ye Him "-by
the rolling away the stone from the grave's mouth by an angel from
heaven-by His resurrection from the dead-by His ascension to heaven
in the presence 01 a multitude of witnesses-by the descent of the Holy
Ghost on the day of Pentecost-by the preaching of the Gospel among
all nations, and by the witness of His Spirit to the hearts of those that
believe in Him. He was sent to "teach them the way of God more
perfectly," and this He did by word and deed, in that life which the
Word of God chronicles; and He has promised to teach all His people
by His Spirit, which He will give them, and who shall guide them into
all truth. He is the great Teacher, sent from God, to gUIde our feet into
the way of peace. He is the true light, for in Him was life, and the life of
Ohrist was the light of men, and ever will be until time ends. " Men
love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil," and they
will not come to it because it makes those evil deeds manifest. As they
hated Ohrist the Light, so they hate those who follow Him; and then He
said, "Ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake." No man
knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son shall reveal
Him; and He came" that His way might be known upon earth, His
saving health unto all nations." "His words are spirit and they are life."
" Kiss the Son, therefore, lest He be angry, and ye perieh by the way,
while His wrath is kindled but a little."
He came to teach us the nature of the law of God that it is spiritual,
and regards thoughts and intentions; that it is not local, but universal;
not confined to the writing on the two tables, but is written on the heart;
and that unless our righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees, we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. He came "not
to make void the law, but to fulfil the law;" and has become, by His
active and passive obedience to it, "the end of the law "-that is, the fulfilment of the law for righteousness-to all that believe. In Him His
people are "justified from all things from which they could not be
justified by the law of Moses." He came as our Spiritual J oseph, our
Zaphnath-paaneah, "a Revealer of Secrets;" so that, by more glorious
and fuller revelations of the truth, having life in Him, we might have it
more abundantly by faith in Him. He came to "cunfirm the promise of
God made unto the fathers;" for this was the promise, "that in Thee,"
that is, in Thy seed, "shall all the natioas of the earth be blessed." It
was this that made Him say, "If I had not come to them, they had not
had sin, but now they have no cloak for their sin." He came to clear
our misty sight by fuller revelations of heaven and its eternal glories, and
by bringing" life and immortality to light through the Gospel." Blessed,
therefore, are your eyes if they sel;l, and your ears if you hear.· He
came to assure us that "yet there is room," for "in His Father's house
are many mansions," and that those who believe in Him shall sit down
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of His Father; nay,
further, that though it was needful He should go away, He would see
His people again, and would take them to Himself, that where He is,
there they might be also. He came to enlighten our gross and carnal
minds in the nature of heaven-that in it sex was extinct; there was
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neither male nor female, marrying or giving in marriage, but that His
people would be as the angels of God. The gross and carnal would be
eliminated, and the spiritual only would remain, when this mortal should
put on immortality, and death be swallowed up of life.
Lastly-by way of application-I have shown you from the Word of
God the Speaker, His true Person, and His mission, and the people to
whom He was sent, as well as the object for which He came. Are you a
lost sheep, feelingly and sensibly? Is your condition like that of the
woman of Canaan, and are you " grievously vflxed with a devil?" For
a long time Christ may test your faith by not answering you a word-He
may put to your conscience tests as crucial as He did to her, but He will,
at the same time, cause you to "cleave to Him with full purpose of heart."
He may say to you, as to her, "It is not meet to take the children's bread
and to give to dogs," but this shall not offend your pride. You are in
earnest; you want to be saved; it is your supreme, reigning desire, and
pre-eminent above all others; and, should he add, "Will ye also go
away?" you will reply, "To whom can we go? Thou hast the words of
eternal life." Then shall you know the triumph of faith, and that He is
indeed" sent to the lost sheep of the house of IsraeL"
Birmingham.
W. H.
"THY WILL, NOT MINE, BE DQNE."
THY will, not mine, be done.-How Thy will, not mine, be done.-'Twas
hard
thus
It is at times to pray!
Our precious Saviour prayed,
The heart rebellious oft inclinesThrough all His painful life on
Not Thine, but mine-to say,
earth,
His
heart Thy will obeyed.
Father, I know Thy will is best,
Though sorrows press me sore,
Spirit Divine, my heart incline,
Though clouds and darkness cross my
Like Him, to do that will,
path,
Which is, and always must be,
And waves of trouble roar.
right,
Though flesh and blood rebel.
I need Thy chast'ning hand. Thy
rod
Father! I pray for pard'ning grace,
My graces shall improve.
Forgive for Thy deal' Son.
Do Thou subdue my stubborn will,
Oh! that my prayer may ever be,
And teach me Thine to love.
Thy will, not mine, be done!
Gowltatty.
G. L.

I

SWEET is the fragrance of a holy life: it is a spark from the live coals
-a spark from the eternal altar-a drop from the pure river proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. Holy men are permitted by
a gracious Providence to have a kind of immortality on earth.
FOUR things concur to make complete the whole state of our Lord Jesus
Christ--His Deity, His Manhood.• the conjunction of both, and the
distinction of both. Four principal heresies have withstood these truths
-the Arian, the Apollinarian, the N estorian, and the Eutychian.
Against these, four councils have decreed, viz., that of Nice, of Constantinople, of Ephesus and of Chalcedon-held respectively A.D. 325, 381,
432, 451-the decisions of which may be expressed in four wordsaATJ(Jwc, TEAEW!:, aOtalpew!:, auvyxvTw!:.-HOOKER'S Ec. Polity, lib. 5to.-V.
ESSOP.
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A LETTER OF THE LATE W. HUNTINGTON.

My DEAR FRIEND,-As you hav l' eived hrist Jesus, so walk in
Him, and pay no regard to very "L , h re I" and "Lo, there!" Such

y

r

leaders were never str n then d, stablished, and settled upon the Rock
of Ages, and therefore th ir ways are moveable. The burdened soul that
is led to the Saviour-the dejected spirit that is settled on the l\ockfeels his heart fixed, trusting in the Lord; his strength is to "stand still,
and see the salvation of God."
The Cl' t leaven of legal pride, routed and grounded in the heart and
a set of osp 1 notions floating in the head, make a complete and profound
Antin mian, let the moral conduct be what it may. His heart is at
Hor b, and his head at Zion; his soul is bound, only his tongue is fl'ee
and what the tongue advances the feelings contradict; the understandin';'
O
tak s part with the tongue, while an unpurged conscience opposes both
knowing there never was any divine application made to the heart; s~
that, in time, the accusation of conscience becomes too strong for the
understanding; and, in order to obtain quietude within, such a one is
obliged to bring error out. Then light withdraws and darkne::ls
succeeds; the holy commandment is turned from, and such a beginning
in the dispensation of the Spirit withers away. The man that preaches to
pacify 11 legal conscience, contrary to the light in his head, is said to rebel
against the light, and only to speak a vision out of his own heart, not out
of the Lord's mouth.
The Saviour always deals with such in a conditional way. "If ye
continue in my word, then shall ye be my disciples indeed "-if not, they
never were His disciples except in appearance. And the Saviour's conditions show that He knows their hearts, and their forsaking His word
makes them manifest to us. It is the Spirit of the Lord's mouth that
quickens, influences, and instructs the soul; and it was the same mouth.
and Rpirit that commanded and dictated the word of God; he, therefore
that speaks under a divine influence, speaks a divine vision out of th~
mouth of the Lord, wltile he declares to others what God has done f0r his.
soul and revealed in him.
We have many in our day who are called God's children, and who call
themselves servants of Christ and of His Church; and those who procure
such titles secure to themselves a comfortable livelihood, and are had in
honour, though they are no friends to the Redeemer, to His cause, nor to
His family. But, surely, "I know that it shall be well with them that
fear the Lord, which fear before Him." God may, in time, raise up from
among them one that may be enabled to admonish, instruct, and comfort
the little company. Two or three have the promise of His presence to the
world's end; and every private worshipper shall find Him a little sanctuary
in every place where he shall come, if he seek Him in sincerity and ill
truth.
"1 know," to my soul's comfort, "in whom I have believed;" and "Be
ye followers of me, as I am also of Christ." The legalist rejects the
:Mediator of the new covenant, and finds the old mediator nothing but an
aceLlser, who accuses him before God and his own conscience, and his
conntenance accuses him before the saints; and thus, by perverting his
way, he shall be known, and in time his conduct shall aCCU3e and reproach
him iLS a hypocrite even before the world. They who are partial in the
law of faith and in the law of truth, and who corrupt the covenant of life
and peace (which is the priestly covenant, or the covenant of an everI I
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lasting priesthood in the hand of our great Melchizedek), God declares Hewill make them contemptible and base before the people. Head Mal. ii.
You have something of this fulfilled already, and he that will observe
W. H., S.S.
these things shall see more.
THE TOWER OF REFUGE.
IN the beautiful bay of Douglas, Mona's Isle, there is a long spreading'
rock, which, when the tide is out, lies exposed to view, but, during the
flow-tide, is generally covered with water. On this rock is erected a
picturesque building, in the castellated style, called the "Tower of
Refuge." No doubt one of its uses is to serve as a beacon to passing
vessels, to avoid the rock on which it stands. Often when the sea is
running strong, and the white-crested waves come rolling in, lashing the
shore with angry foam, and the spray rises high about the tower, we
might almost fancy it would be blown down and washed away; but
no, there it continues to stand unmoved, looking calmly down on the
raging billows: for why? It is founded upon a rock. What an emblem
is this of our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is a safe' and,
sure Tower of Refuge, into which "the righteous runneth and is safe! "
This Refuge is immoveably fixed upon the Rock of Ages, against which
neither floods nor storms can prevail. All the buffetings of Satan, the
storms of Divine wrath, or the malice and envy of an evil world, combined.
with the treachery of a corrupt heart, lashing against the soul that is saved,
by Christ, can never shake it from its moorings on this sacred nock, fOl'
He is a Tower of Defence to all those who put their trust in Him. David.
says, "The Lord is my nock, my Fortress, and my Deliverer; my God,
my Strength, in whom I will trust; my Buckler, and the Horn of my
salvation, and my high Tower." He adds, "The floods of ungodly men·
made me afraid;" yet he found safety in his Tower of Refuge. 0
Christian! flee thou, then, to Ohrist in 'all the storms and tempests thou
art called to encounter in this beautifU'l, yet sin-polluted, world! Jesus
is a sure Refuge, a Tower of Defence, and never fails those who trust in
Him. He is also a Beacon to guide thee when thou art in danger of
going astray, when thy frail bark is driven hither and thither among
quicksands, and thou art well-nigh losing both chart and compass, by
giving heed to those who would rob thee of thy soul's peace, by questioning this and that truth on which thy soul has been built up. Let thy
anchor of hope be firmly fixed on Ohrist, against which all the flood-gates
of error and superstition shall have no force-yea, even the gates of hell.
shall never prevail. Another use of the Douglas Tower of Refuge is,
that, should a mariner be cast upon the rock; he can enter the Tower, and
obtain rest, and in the busy season refreshment, but the latter must be
paid for. How different is the simile here to our spiritual Tower! He
who seeks shelter in this Refuge must come" without money and without
price;" no payment is demanded either for succour or sustfmance-nay,
the poorer the more welcome, since the invitation runs, "He that is
without money, let him buy wine and milk."
Come, then, ye needy ones, and take of those things which are so amply
provided in the Gospel feast. If you are hungry, there is bread enough
and to spare; if you thirst, there are living streams that never dry; if
you are tired and weary, He bids you come and rest; if your strength
fail!.", He will hold you up with His right hand; in short, He will nevor
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leave nor forsake those who .ca t all their care upon Him for time a.nd.
eternity.
" Oh, make but 11 trilLl of His lovc,
Expcricn e will decide
How blest are they, and only they,
Who in His truth confide."
When the writer last visited the Tower of Refuge, our little party was
taken across in a small boat, which, singular enough, was called the
" Ark." Here was another type of our glorious Ohrist, for, as we were
conveyed safely to and fro in our little Ark, so are we who are in Ohrist
safely carried over the sea of this life in the true Ark, and at last landed
in the haven of peace, where we shall be "for ever with the Lord." The
Lord's dear ones are being carried-one here, one there-over the Jordan
of death. Quite recently, a poor affiicted one has completed the voyage
of life who has been bedridden for nearly fourteen years; but, during
that time, was a miracle of the sustaining power of divine grace, in
patience and resignation, amidst the most agonizing sufferings. Many
years ago, through an accident, her hip was put out of joint; and, as it
could not be cured, after using crutches for some time, she grew so much
worse as to be compelled to take to her bed; and as, in process of time,
it was discovered that she would never be able to move about again, she
was carried downstairs to a couch, and, from that day to a week before
her death, was only able to lay on one side, the slightest exertion in
moving her being attended by the most excruciating pain. Nevertheless,
she was enabled, through grace, to glorify God in the fires, and to be a
helper of many in their Ohristian course. She livfld entirely by faith,
for of worldly possessions she had none, being indebted for her very
sustenance to those of the Lord's people who visited her, and the body
of Ohristians to whom she belonged. She is now gone to her rest, and
those who may have suffered like her can well understand how sweet that
rest will be, for truly there is "a rest that remaineth to the people Of
God." May the Lord keep all His faithful followers looking forward to
rejoin those who have set an example of patience and resignation
under suffering, and, above all, to meet with that blessed Saviour, who
suffered more than mortal tongue can express that we might be spared
from the miseries of everlasting torment. May we, then, be more
earnest in fleeing to that Rock, who is a sure foundation, that Tower Of
Refuge where we shall abide safe for evermore! May the language of
our hearts be ; "Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee! "
A IJITTLE ONE.
LEANING ON THEE.
LEANING on Thee, my Guide, my Friend,
My gracious Saviour; I am blest;
Though weary, Thou dost condescend
To be my rest.
Leaning on Thee, this darkened room
Is cheered by a celestial ray;
Thy pitying smile dispels the gloom:
'l'um6 night to day.
1 I

2
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Leaning on Thee, my soul retires
From earthly thoughts and earthly thiI1g',
On Thee concentrates her desires;
To Thee she clings.
Leaning on Thee, with child-like faith,
To Thee the future I confide;
Each step of life's ul1trodden path
Thy love will guide.
Leaning on Thee, I brc,tthc no moan,
Tho' faint with languor, parched witllcat;
Thy wiil has now become my ownThat will is sweet.
Leaning on Thee, 'midst tOl'tnring paiI1,
With patiencE' Thou my soul dost fill ;
Thou whisperest, "What did I sustain?"
Then I am still.
Leaning on Thee, I do not dread
The havoc that disease can m.:lke;
Thou who for me Thy blood hast shed
Wilt ne'er forsake.
Leaning on Thee, though faint and weak,
Too weak anothel' voice to hear;
Thy heavenly accents comfort speak" Be of good cheer! "
Leaning on Thee, no fear alarms;
Calmly I stand on death's dark brink;
I feel" the everlasting arms,"
I cannot sink.

[Printed and SJId at the Girls' Orphan House, Lower Tottenham, N.
free, Is. 2d.]
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THE PERSONALITY, DIVINITY, AND WORK OF THE
HOLY GHOST.
BY T. W.

MEDRURST.

"And [will p1'ay tlte Father, and He shall give you anothd!' COllljol'le!', that
He may abide witl; you f01' ever,. even the Spirit of t·rutl;.. wltom tile world
cannot receive, because it scetlb Dim not, neither knowetl; Him: but ye know
Dim,. f01' He dwel/eth with you, and shall be ~'n yo·u." -JORN xiv. Hi, 17.
How and whence do believers get the Holy Spirit? "I will pray the
Father," says Jesus, "and He will give you an ther Comforter." We
receive the Holy Spirit as a gift from the Father, obtained for us by
Jesus, as the fruit of His intercossion. Ware warranted, therefore, to
fro direct to Jesus, or to the :Fathcr, in tha nanle of Jesus, and ask for the
Holy Spirit. " If ye then, bcing ovil, know how to give good gifts unto
your nhildren, how much m.ore shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
~pirit to them that ask Him?" The intercession of Jesus for us does not
,;upersede the necessity of our asking in our own behalf. It is rather
0111' warrant and encouragement to draw near the throne of grace with
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boldness. The Spirit interced s within us, the Son intercedes for us;
they both intercede according to the will of God. In the confidence
of faith we expect and receive the answer. We may, we should, unceasingly pray for tlte Holy Spin:t. We have both the Saviour's promise
and the Saviour's example as our encouragement.
Let no specious
argument employed by modern heresy defraud us of this precious boon.
If we have not the Spirit, it is because we have not asked for Him, or
because we have asked amiss. Lord, teach us how to pray aright!
Jesus and the Father are one; hence, in several passages of Scripture,
Jesus Himself is said to send the Comforter. We owe the precious boon
of the Holy Spirit to the love and kindness of God our Saviour. "Nevertheless," says Christ to His disciples, "I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will
not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you."
I. WHO AND WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?
He is truly and properly A PEltsON. There are some who erroneously
teach, and others who seem to imagine, that the Spirit is nothing more
than an emanation, influence, or mere quality. Such, however, subvert
the plainest declarations of the 'Word of God. It is most clearly, dogmatically, and unambiguously, "noted in the Scripturl;l of Truth," that the
Holy Spirit is one Person in the essence of the Godhead. We can
readily understand how that GOD THE FATHER is a Person, because His
works declare Him. We see all around us everywhere the operations of
His hands. All creation proclaims an ever-living, ever-ruling, Personal
God. We can believe that JESUS, GOD THE SON, is a Person, because
He became incarnate, and tabernacled here below in human :flesh. We
know He lived and died, and"rose again, and now ever liveth at the right
hand of His Father, " God over all, blessed for evermore." It is not, however, so easy to understand the PERSONALITY OF GOD TUE HOLY SPIRIT.
This is difficult, because He works unseen and mysteriously. When we
endeavour to comprehend His operations, we get beyond the sphere of
sense and reason, and enter the region of faith. If we come to the Word
of God with child-like simplicity and trustfulness, seeking information on
this important subject, every difficulty will soon disappear, and we shall
be able to receive with undoubted confidence the revealed doctrine as to
the distinct and proper Personality of the Holy Spirit. In Scripture
Personal acts are attributed to the Spirit. He is said to be grieved, vexea,
resisted. A mere quality, emanation, or influence, can neither be grieved
nor vexed. Believers are bapt-ized into the Name of the Spirit, equally with
that of the Father and the Son; to deny, therefore, the Personality of the
Spirit is to render null and void the believer's baptism. It is absurd to
imagine that the name of a mere influence should be associated with that
of the Father and of the Son.
'fhe Holy Spirit is A DIVINE PERSON. He is truly and properly God,
co-equal with the Father and with the Son. In sacred Scripture the
att1'-ibutes of God are said to be possessed by the Holy Ghost. He is
declared to be Omn-ipresent. " Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit, or
whither shall I flee from Thy presence?" He is Omn-iscient. "God hath
revealed them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God." He is Eternal. "Christ, who through
tho eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God." He is Omni,potent.
" 'fhrough mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God."
"The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
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shall overshadow thee." He took part in crcation. "The Spirit of God
hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life."
He is the Inspit'cr of the Scriptures, which are the 'Word of God.
Ananias, and Sapphira, his wife, lied unto "the Holy Ghost," and Peter
dedares they had" not lied unto men, but 2tnto God." Believers aro born
of the Spirit; He alone is the A.uthor of their regeneration, and they are
born of God. Is it not clear the Holy Spirit is God ?
The SpiJ:it is " ANOTilER OOMFORTER." " And I will pray the Father,
and He shall give you another Oomforter." The children of God have
two Oomforters: the ascended Jesus, in the presonce of God, for them,
and the Holy -Spirit, who constantly abides within them. The remembrance of this will comfort us in all our distresses, and under all our
temptations.
The Holy Spirit is "TilE SrIlll'l' OE' TRUTil." As such, He stands
in direct antagonism to the evil spirit, the father of lies, the author of all
delusions, who, in the days of Ahab, prevailed on four hundred prophets
at once to agree in prophesying lies, and who now seduces and works in
all who depart from the truth of the living God. "The Spirit of Truth"
inspired the writers of the 'Word of Truth, who spake and wrote as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost. He guides all believers to Jesus, who
is "THE TRUTH." He directs ministers into the truth, and enables them
to declare the whole counsel of God. He preserves the truth against all
the assaults of error. Let us ever value the Spirit's Book, "the Scripture
of Truth," which has God for its Author, salvation for its object, and
truth, free from any taint of errors, for its matter. As we seek to know
the truth, so the truth shall make us free. As we possess" the Spirit of
Truth," so shall we enjoy gospel liberty.
n. WHAT THE SPIRIT WILL DO E'OR us, A1ID IN us.
He will comfort us. We cannot separate the personal NaIP-e and the
work of the Holy Spirit. He is called the Oomforter, because His work
is to comfort the children of God. This implies they will need comfort,
and assures them they shall have all the comfort they need. They have
t,-ia1s, .losses, bereavements; but, let them be of good cheer, they have
the abiding Oomforter to aid them.
The Oomforter will abide witl~ believet's for ever. His work does not
consist'in a few transient impressions: it is an everlasting work. He is
the Author of the work of grace in the soul, and also its Sustainer.
" The ,Spirit of Truth" will guide into a(l truth all who yield themselves
to llis instruction. He will do for them what the world cannot do,' for
,,·the world cannot receive Him, because it seoth Him not, neither
knoweth Him." There is nothing a carnal man stumbles at more
quickly than at the work of the Holy Spirit. How this puzzled the
"master in Israel," Nicodemus ! This explains the state of ,all who are
unconverted. They know not their need of the Holy Spirit-of a new
heart-of regeneration-of the Spirit's indwelling. Here is the solemn,
the vital, distinction between a converted and an unconverted man: the
one has, -the other has not the Holy Spirit.
My reader, what personal experience have you of the indwelling of
the Spirit? Believers know Him, for" He dwelleth with them," and not
only so, but He "shall be in them." They shall have a larger and everincreasing measure of His indwelling. He shall be in them; to give them
the light of truth in all times of difficulty; to comfort them in all seasons
of sorrow. Let us ever be on our watch-tower, lest we quench,grieve,
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vex, or resist the Holy Spirit of God. We Doed nis presence with us
constantly, in our closets, in the sanctuary, when we are searching the
Scriptures, when we would see Jesus in the communion of the memorial
supper. As without Jesus, so without the Spirit, we can do nothing.
Evermore, then, let us pray the Father that He may give unto us the
Oomforter, that He may abide with us, and in us for evor, to the praise of
the glory of His grace.
o HOLY SPIRI'l'! now descend on me,
As showers of rain upon a thirsty ground;
Oause me to flourish as a spreading tree;
May all Thy precious fl'llits in me be found.
Be Thou my TEACHER-to my soul reveal
The length, breadth, depth, and height of Jesus'love,
And on my soul Thy blest instructions seal,
Raising my thoughts and heart to things above.
Be Thou my OOMFORTER-when I'm distress'd,
o gently soothe my sorrows, calm my grief;
Help me to find upon my Saviour's breast,
In every hour of trial, sure relief.
Be Thou my GUIDE into all truth Divine;
Give me increasing knowledge of my God;
.Show me the glories that in Jesus shine,
And make my heart the place of His abode.
Be Thou my INTERCESSoR-teach me how
To pray according to God's holy will;
,Cause me with deep and strong desire to glow,
And my whole soul with heavenly longings fill.
Bc Thou my EARNEST of eternal rest,
And WITNESS with me I am God's own child,
With His uriChanging love and favour blest,
By Jesus' merits fully reconciled.
Bc Thou my SANCTIFIER-dwell within,
And purify and cleanse my every thought;
Subduc the power of each besetting sin,
And be my will to sweet submission brought.
Be 'fbou my QUICKENER-in me revive
Each drooping grace, so prone to fade and die;
Help me on Jesus da.y by day to live,
And loosen more and more each earthly tie.
BLEST SPIRIT! I would yield myself to Thee;
Do for me more than I can ask or think;
Let me Thy holy habitation be,
And daily deeper from Thy fulness drink.

'[ CM'istina Forsyth, 1861, in "Songs of Grace and Glory." A precious
collection of " Hymnal Treasures of the Church of Christ."J
Landpor·t.
IF we view Satan's temptations aright, we shall see a great glory resting
upon the Spirit's workmanship, in making them instruments whereby the
Holy Ghost worketh faith and dependence in the hearts of the elect, and
in bringing them to rest solely on Christ.
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SCENE IN A CHURCH.
ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, Southampton, having recently undergone restoration, was re-opened in June. '.rhe services previously had been of a Low
Church description, but with the appointment of a new rector they have
been more ornate. Both of the re-opening services on the morning and
evening of Thursday, June 22nd, were preceded by a processional hymn,
the choir marching through the aisles of the church, one bearing a large
brass ornamental cross, another a painted effigy of St. Michael overcoming
the dragon, another a painted cross-the whole being headed by a person
waving incense, which was burning in a censer, and the smell of which
pervaded the church for several hours. After the evening procession,
and just as the usual prayers were being proceeded with, the Rev.
Herbert Smith, an unbeneficed clergyman residing in the town, walked
from his seat into the centre of the chancel and loudly protested against
what he had seen. A person rushed from the congregation and endeavoured violently to remove Mr. Smith from the church, but one of the
churchwardens interfered, saying that he was a Church of England
clergyman, and inviting him to take a seat. Mr. Smith declined, saying
he would. still protest, aud left the building. The service was then Pl'Oceeded with.
It was with deep regret we read the foregoing, although, at the same
time, we rejoiced that there was one present who had at once the courage
and the zeal to rise and protest against such Popish, God-dishonouring
proceedings. Our spiritual readers will better understand our state of
mind, when we state, that within a very few hundred yards of the above
church the Lord first spoke pardon and peace to our soul, and that, too,
in immediate connexion with what we had declared, a few minutes before,
on our bended knees-namely, that, if He would but be pleased to
relieve the heart of its then amount of didress and anguish, and vouchsafe to us a sense of forgiving love and mercy, then-ah,
" Then would we tell to sinners round,
What a dear Savi()ur we had found;
We'd point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the Way to God! ' ,.
And, as the Lord gl'aciously ordered it, thirty years aft81'wards we were
privileged, for three successive Sundays, to take the entire duty in the
above-named church, the which was an essential link in the chain that
brought us to our present sphere of labour. And such was the interest
connected with that three weeks' service, and such we had reason to
believe was the special blessing attendant upon our humble ministrations, that, if there be one part of our ministry we look back upon wi th
more lively interest than another, it was the time we were permitted to
preach in that church. Very many years before, when yet a youth, we
Jleard the late Bishop of Winchester there, from the text, "And all Thy
children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of Thy
children." In recollection of this fact, our first text in that church, if we
remember rightly, was the same blessed portion. Alas!' alas! how snd
is the thought of the change now introduced! The venerable Dr. WlkON:
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still, we believe, remains Vicar of Holy Rhood, hard by the above-named
ne of his early cw'ates, the now likewise aged.
St. Michael's Church.
Rev. J. B. CLIFFORD, aft I' a protra ted and most successful ministry of some·
thirty years in his present sphere, continues the loved and loving Incum-bent of St. Matthew's, Kingsdown, Bristol. How, of necessity, must theminds of both th se venerable servants of God be pained, as they contem-plate the sadly- hanged state of things in regard to a church with which,
they were both so familiar!
We cannot close these few remarks without adding, What a fearful
accountability has the present Bishop of that now hapless diocese incurred
by the course he has so long adopted! Oh, if Divine grace prevent not,
what a fearful reckoning awaits this mitred son of the once famous
WILDEnl>OROE! We would not have to answer for what will fall ere long
to his sad, sad portion, when called to give account of his stewardshipno, not for ten thousaud worlds, could we possess them.
EDITOR.

ENTICED TO A NUNNERY.
TIrE Rev. R. Longe, Vicar of Coddenham, writes to the Ipswich Journal
as follows :-" Sir,-About a fortnight since, Melinda Smye, daughter of
GeOl'ge Smye, gardener to Sir G. Broke-Middleton, Bart, residing with
her parents in Coddenham, was enticed away and admitted into a convent
in Claydon. Being informed of it by the parents, and they having expressed their desire to get her home, I called at the convent on June 10th,
to speak with the Lady Superior, but was informed by a nun that I could
not see her unless I had permission from the priest, the Rev. George
Drury, Rector of Claydon. I was also told that the parents could not see·
their daughter without leave from Father Drury. I called the following
day with the parents at the Rectory to ask permission for them to see their'
child. Mr, Drury was gone to the convent and could not be seen. After
a long time he returned, when the parents told him that they wished to·
have their daughter home. The father followed Mr. Drury to his house,
and told him he would not lea"e the house till he got an order to see his.
daughter. An order was given him by Mr. Drury, directed to MotherMary, to allow only the mother to see the daughter. However, the father
went to the convent with his wife and got in. Soon after, Mr. Drury saw
them, and directed them into a passage, and through a door with iron bars
they saw their daughter. A short conversation then took place between,
them, the parents expressing their grief in their daughter's leaving them.
Sho SOOD became overcome by her feelings, when a curtain was drawn and
cOlloea.led her."
THE PRISON BILL.
TnE proposal that a Roman Catholic clergyman should be appointed to·
overy gaol in which ten Roman Catholic vagabonds can be found-a
f'cheme which Parliament is asked to legalize-is of so monstrous a,
(·ltaracter that it is to be hoped, even in these days of super-abundant
charity, our lpgislators will decline to accept it. Armed with such a.
measure, the priests would certainly make the most of their advantage,
aud it would not be long before they found their ten men in every prison..
onee on the stall', there would be no shaking them off. They would hold,
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Dn like grim death, and, from what is known of their mode of working,
there is little room to doubt that they would speedily find or make a field
in which their energies might be developed. What the outcome of all
this would be it is not difficult to imagine. Over and above the religious
side of the question, the matter is one in which every ratopayer is interested, as the proposed appointments will unquestionably lead to fresh
items in the way of salaries, to be paid for the performance of duties
already provided for. Unfortunately, it is not the introduction of the
thin edge of the wedge that has now to be considered-that is a matter
long since winked at, and, unless care be taken, it will be driven right
home. It would be a good thing if we could retrace our steps, and learn
to be just before giving way to such fits of excessive generosity as have
marked our legislation in matters of this kind of late years. When the
cuckoo gets into another bird's nest, we know what happens to the young
ones for whom the nest was provided; and, unless we are sufficiently
forewarned to be forearmed, we may perchance soe something of the
same sort taking place with regard to our ecclesiastical appointments.City Press.

A Bn'ght Stew in Heaven. By the Rev. R. CORN_~L, M.A., Vicar of
Emmanuel Church, Bristol. To be had of the Author, 34, Portland
Square, Bristol; or Mr. Mack, 38, Park Street.
Tms is a reprint, with additions, from Old Jonathan. It is a record of the
dying experience of a young parishioner of the AuthOl"s, who died at the
early age of eleven years. The little work (published at a penny) is
admirably adapted for Sunday Schools, and for general circulation.
It is a precious illustration of that utterance of the Psalmist, "Out of the
mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise." We hope
our readers will make a point of getting this little work, for the benefit
{)f the young, and as a help to the destruction of the sensational trash of
the day. One of these little matter-of-fact works is worth a hundredweight of the sentimental and visionary publications that are now poured
forth from the press. Such eat, as does a canker-worm, at the root of all
that is serious and substantial in the minds of the young and
inexperienced. Such reading causes them to revel and luxuriatll in a
visionary, unreal, altogether ideal world, and too often leads to the
premature destruotion of both soul and body. It behoves every
thoughtful parent and guardian-and especta~ly every pl,'ofessing
Christian-to endeavour to the utmost to counteract suoh pernicious
reading, by the dissemination of such wholesome matter-or-fact experiences
as that before us.
Handbook of B?"ble Oeogrcvphy, with IJescriptive and Historieal Notes. By
the Hev.;GEORGE H. W 11l1'NEY, M.A. London: Hodder and Stoughton.
Pp. 401.
A VERY valuable work. We strongly re ommend it. An unprecedented
amount of interest has recently been taken in sacred geography, and
not without reason, for sacrell geography and sacred history are insepar.ably connected with each other, and the discoveries which have been
.lately made in Bible lands have wonderfully illustrated and explained the
:sacred narratives. As the author says in his preface,-" Geographical
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.allusions abo.und in every part of the Holy Scriptures. The' Lands of
the Bible' are the living monuments of the Divine authenticity of the
Book, which speaks of their mountains and plains, of their rivers and
pools, their cities, their peoples, and their tombs. . . . .. Palestine...
is pre-eminently the memorilllland. Its hill-tops, covered with heaps of
stone, are so, many Mizpahs that' witness' the partings of pious chieftains
and the assemblies of the people of God. Its plains, claimed as once
'folds for flocks' and as gardens for 'roses'-long ago blasted by the
presence'of the oppressor-to-day teach with equal force the accuracy ofthe
historian and the inspiration of the prophet. The dwelling-places of the
tribes, the cities set upon a hill, the hamlets that nestled among the
fastnesses of the rocks, the 'water-courses,' now choked with the rubbish
of centuries, have all left their traces of the heaven-chosen people that
built them."
The volume before us is a multum in P{trvo; it embodies the substance
of well-nigh a library of Biblical "Handbooks," "Dictionaries," and
"Cyclopredias," and extends its information to recent discoveries. It
contains the name, pronunciation, and meaning (as far as ascertainable), of
every place, nation, and tribe mentioned in both the canonical and
apocryphal Scriptures, with historical and descriptive notes. So far as
practicable, each article is based on the following analysis :-1. Name.
2. Number of map where found. 3. Meaning. 4. Situation. 5. Bible
allusions. 6. Bible events. 7. Modern name, condition, &c. It is
illustrated with sixty beautiful maps and plans, and with nearly one
hundred engravings. The account of Jerusalem is especially good,
giving a complete history of the city, with numerous views, plans, and
maps, including plans of the recent excavations. We give the following
<quotation as a specimen of the contents : J ordan (~Iap [j), flowing down, or the descender, the great river of
Palestine. This celebrated stream is "without any parallel, historical
<>1' physical, in the whole world." The first Scripture notice of the Jordan
()ccurs ill the story of the separation of Abraham and Lot, "before the
Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah." '1'he sacred writer tells us that
"all the plain of Jordan" was well-watered everywhere
"as
the garden ofthe Lord" (Gen. xiii. 10). At the destruction ofthe "cities
,of the plain," some great physical change must have been produced in
the valley of the Jordan (Gen. xix.). Anuther great epoch in the Jordan's
history was the passage of the Israelites after their forty years' wandering (Josh. iii., iv., v. 1; Psalm cxiv. 3). It was in harvest-time-the
beginning of April-when the rains were still falling heavily on Hermon
and the winter snows were melting under the rays of the warm s=, and
when a thousand mountain torrents thus fed swept into the Jordan, and
made it "overflow all its banks;" or, as the Hebrew literally signifies,
made it "full up to all its banks." Doubtless the Jordan rose higher
anciently than now. Thus the circumstances under which the crossing
occurred rendcred the miracle the greater, and the power of God more
,striking. The" overflow" of the Jordan is noticed also in J er. xii. 5 ;
1 Ohron. xii. 15. '1'he Jordan was also crossed by Jacob (Gen. xxxii. 10);
by Gideon (Judges viii. 4); by the Ammonites (Judges x. 9); by Abner
(2 Sam. ii. 2!J); by David (2 Sam. xvii. 22, xix. 15,31; 1 Ohron. xix. 17);
by Absalom (2 Sam. xvii. 24); by Elijah (2 Kings ii. 6-8); by Elisha
(2 Kings ii. 14). There were various" fords" of the Jordan (see Josh.
n. 7; Judgos ii·. 28, vii. 24, xii. 5, 6). Jeremiah speaks oflions ~om.in~
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up from the" swellings of Jordan" (Jer. xlix. 19). Tho ol'iginalliterally
signifies" pride," "beauty," or "glory," and refers to the dense jungles
and verdant foliage of the banks; these jungles are impenetrable, except
to the wild beasts that dwell there. In 2 Kings vi. 2-7, is mention of
the miracle by whioh iron was made to swim in the Jordan. Naamlllll
was cured of his leprosy in the waters of the Jordan after his indignant
depreciation of this river as compared with the rivers of Damascus.
"The rivers of Damasous water its great plain, converting a desert into a
paradise; the Jordan rolls on its deep, deep bed, useless, to the Sea of
Death."-Porter. This I'iver was tlJO Rcene in later times of John's
baptism, when there "went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judrea, and
all the region round about Jordan" (Matt. iii. 5, 6; :M:ark i. 5 ; John i. 28).
But the great event of the New Testament history enacted at Jordan was
the baptism of our Lord Himself, thus making this the "queen of rivers,"
the "saored river." In oommemoration of this baptism the Christian
pilgrims who assemble at Jerusalem at Easter vi8it the Jordan in a body,
and bathe at the spot which tradition has rendered saored. The exaot
locality where our Lord was baptized cannot be determined, but it would
seem that the baptism took place toward the mouth of the river, in the
confines of J udrea. An interesting account of these pilgrim bathers is
given by Stanley in Sinai and Palestine, pp. 308 -:3 1O. The sources of the
Jordan are on the slopes of Anti-Libanus. The principal of these are
(1) the Hasbany, which rises in the greatfountain of Fuarr', near HasMeiya;
(:2) the Baniasy, which bursts just outside a cave at Banias ; (3) the Leddan,
from the west base of a hill (Tell-el. Kady) on which stood ancient Dan ;
(4) the Esh-slla1·. Of these "the Hasbany is longest by forty miles; the
Leddan is much the largest, and the Baniasy the most beautiful."TllOmson.
Various eminent travellers have investigated the sources
and course of this great river; but the most thorough and valuable
exploration of the sources is that made in 1869 by Mr. J. Macgregor, M.A.
[Here follow several quotations from the recently-published work of Mr.
Macgregor,-" Rob Roy on the Jordan."] Leaving Lake Hulel~ at its
southern extremity, the Jordan runs on with the very rapid descent of
about seven hundred feet in the next ten miles, when it empties into the'
Sea of Galilee. Flowing out from the southern end of this sea, the
stream descends with great speed, more rapidly in some places than in
others, until it is lost in the Dead Sea. From the Hasbany source to the
Dead Sea the direct distance is about 120 miles; but the crooked line of
the Jordan is about 200 miles. The source at Hasbeiya "is 1,700 feet
above the Mediterranean, and the Dead Sea is 1,300 feet below the Meditel'l'anean; so that the total fall of the Jordan is 3,000 feet, which would
be 15 per mile of its channel, or 25 feet per mile of its direct distance."
Tlw Child's New Testament Na1'rative, in the words of the Authorized
Version. Illustrated. London: Cassell, Petter, and Galpin. Pp. 135.
THIS is a consecutive arrangement of such portions of the New Testament
Scriptures as seem best adapted to the wallts and capacities of childhood.
The language of' Scripture is strictly adhered to, alld it is illustrated by a
number of fine engravings.
Anecdotes of the Rev. GOO1·.r;e WMt/ield. With a Biographical Sketch.
By the Rev. J. B. W AlCELEY, Author of "Anecdotes of the Wesleys."
London: Hodder and Stoughton. Pp. 400.
EXTREMELY interesting.
Who can tell how much, under God, England
and America owe to GeOl'ge '\Vhitfield? Would that we had many such
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at the present day to arouse, instrumentally, multitudes from the death
of sin and from spiritual sloth! In this neat volume, by an American
author, there is a concise sketch of his life, and then a large number of
anecdotes, some old, others new, gathered from rare documents hitherto
little known. They bring before us a life-like picture of the man-his
powers, his labours, his success, his difficulties, and the varied circumstances of his remarkable life. The secret of his wonderful success, under
God, seems to have been owing to a combination of qualities rather than
to any single excellence. His personal appearance was not very striking;
but, when preaching, his whole soul seemed to be influenced by the most
intense emotions, and those emotions found expression in his gestures, his
countenance, and his voice. He showed great skill in takinO' advanta<>e
of local objects or passing circumstances to illustrate his s~bjects, a~,
e. g. (mentioned on p. 347), when once preaching on the banks of one of
the noble rivers of Virginia to a very large audience, he dwelt particularly
on the strength of depravity, and the insufficiency of the means of grace
to convert the sinner without the influence of the Holy Spirit. "Sinners,"
said he, "think not that I expect to convert a single soul without the
assistance of Him who is mighty to save. Go and stand by yon river, as
its deep and strong current moves vn towards the ocean, and bid it stop,
and see if it will obey you. Just as soon should I think to stop that river
by a word, as by my preaching to stop that current of sin which is carrying you on to perdition." Looking up imploringly, he exclaimed,
"Father in heaven, see! they are hurried on toward hell; save them, or
they perish!" Tremendous was the impression made upon the minds
and hearts of that audience; many of them, as they trembled under the
mighty appeal, exclaimed, with anxious look, tearful eyes, and tremulous
voices, "Save, Lord, or we perish!" Several extracts are given in this
volume from his published sermons; we have only space for one (p. 355).
-"How happy is that soul which, refusing to be detained by low and
vile objects, directs it::; flight to the noblest and most exalted, and, like
the eagle, builds its nest on the top of the rocks, and keeps its eye steady
upon the Sun of Righteousness; for no beauty is so charming, no pleasure
so transporting, as that with which our eyes and minds are feasted when
our sight and eager affections are set upon our God and Saviour as to
their only proper centre; when, by a wondrous, mystical, but true and
spiritual act of vision, we see Him who is invisible, behold a light far
different n:om that which cheers our senses, and taste a pleasure infinitely
sweeter than any this world can afford." Perhaps one of the most
characteristic illustrations of his pI'ea<.:hing is given in the following
anecdote (p. 148) :-" A negI'o boy, who attended to the wants of the
members of a drinking club in Delaware, and who, for the diversion of
its members, would at times mimic various persons, was asked to mimic
Whitf:ield, which he for a time positively refused to do; but, they insisting,
he suddenly rose, and in a most impressive and striking maL.ner said, 'I
speak the truth in Christ. I lie not. Except ye repent ye will all be
damned! ' It was like an earthquake shock-like a thunder-clap in a
clear sky. 'rho speech was so sudden, so unexpected, and so marked in
its efl'ects, that the club was disbanded and never met afterward."
"Shall 7Ve l['nOIO One Another?" and other Papers. Dy the Rev. J. C.
RYl.E, M.A.
London: Oassell, Petter and Galpin.
Pp. 144.
Fourteenth edition.
THE title of thc first of these little Papers reminds us of the reply of
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tho old Christian to the question, "Shall we kno'" ono another in
heaven? " "Do you think," said he, "that we shall bo groator fools·.
there than we are here?" Mr. Ryle observes,-" 'VJmt saith the
Scripture on this subject? This i~ the only thing I care to know.
I grant freely that there are not many texts in the Bible which touch
tho subjeot at all. I admit fully that pious and learned divines are
not of one mind with me about the matter in hand. I have listeneJ to
many ingenious reasonings and argum8nts against the view that I maintain. But in theology I daro not call any man master and father. My
only aim and desire is to find out what tho Bible says, and to take my
stand upon its teaching'. Let us hear what l>avid said when his child
was dead: ' Now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him
back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me' (2 Sam.
xii. 23). What can these words mean but that David hoped to see his
child and meet him again in another world? This was evidently the
hope that cheered him, and made him dry his tears. The separation
would not be for ever. Let us hear what St. Paul said to the Thessalonians: 'What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His ooming?'
(1 Thess. ii. 19.) These words must surely mean that the Apostle expected to recognize his beloved Thessalonian converts in the day of·
Christ's second advent. Let us hear what the same Apostle says, in the
same epistle, for the comfort of mourners: 'I would not have you
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring
with Him' (1 Thess. iv. 13, 14). There would be no point in these
words of consolation if they did not imply the mutual recognition 01
saints. The hope' with which he oheers wearied Christians is the hope of
meeting their beloved friends again. He does not merely say, 'Sorrow
not, for they are at rest-they are happy-they are free from pain and
trouble-they are better oft' than they would be here below.' No; he
goes a step further. He says, 'God shall bring them back with Christ,
when He brings them back to the world. You are not parted for ever.
You will meet again.' I commend these three passages to the reader's
attentive consideration. To my eye, they all seem to point to only one conclusion. They all imply the same great truth, that saints in heaven shall
know one another.
There is something to my mind
unspeakably glorious in this prospect: few things so strike me in looking
forward to the good things yet to oome. Heaven will be no cold place
to us when we get there. We shall not be oppressed by the cold, shy,
chilling feeling that we know nothing of our companions. We shall feel
at home. We shall see all of whom we have read in Scripture, and know
them all, and mark the peculiar graces of each one. If it is pleasant to
know one or two saints, and meet them occasionally now, what will it be
to know them all, and to dwell with them for ever! There is something
unspeakably comforting, moreover, as well as glorious in the prospeot.
It lights up the valley of the shadow of death. It strips the siok bed
and the grave of half their terrors. Our beloved friends who have fallen
asleep in Christ are not lost, but only gone before. The ohildren of the
same' God, and partakers of the same grace, can never be separated very
long. They are sure to come together again when this wcrld has passed
away.
Blessed and happy indeed will that meeting
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be; better a thousand times than the I arting. ,Ve parted in sorrow, and
we shall meet in joy; we pal·ted in stormy weath 1', and we shall meet
in a calm harbour; we parted amidst pains and aches, and groans and
infirmities; we shall meet with glorious bodies, able to serve our Lord
for ever without di traction. And, best of all, we shall meet never to be
parted, never to shed one more tear, never to put on mourning, never
to say goodbye and farewell again. Oh! it is a blessed thought, that
saints will know one another in heaven! "
We have also received Our Place in Christendom and in the Ca!hoz,:c
Ch~trcl., being the Inaugural Address from the chair of the Congregational.
Union of England and Wales, May 7, 1872, by the Rev. JOHN KENNEDY,
D.D. (London: Hodder and Stoughton); Ragged School Stories, an
account of the Mission Ragged Schools in Dublin; The Voice of Time,
by JOIIN STROUD (London: Cassell, Petter, and Galpin); Ti.e Sunday
Magazine; Golden Hours; Our Own Fires'irIe,. The Day of Days,. The
Christian,. Home Words; The Gospel Herald,. The Gardener's j)Iagazine,.
The British TfTorkman; The British Juvenile,. The Wiltshl:re Protestant
Beacon; Sunshine,. Fruitjitl Words,. l'he Gospel Standard,. and The Shipwrecked Mariner.
l'!w Bennett Judgment. TVl.at do they Say, and What do they Mean? By
the Rev. S. A. WALKER, M.A., Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol.
London: "'IV. Macintosh, 24, Paternoster Row.
AN able comment upon the recent Judgment, in which the whole case is
fairly viewed, and just and reasonable conclusions arrived at. Those who
contend that the late Judgment proves that the Rennett heresy is the real
doctrine of the Church of England, declare what is not true. On the
contrary, whilst the Privy Council screen the man, they repudiate his
dogmas. This pamphlet is entitled to a careful perusal, at the present
juncture especially.
Hymns for the C/ntl'd. of God. Being a collection of New and Old Evangelical Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual Songs, by the most eminent
authors. Seventh edition, revised, corrected, and enlarged. London:
Houlston and Wright, Paternoster Row.
THE former editions of this work contained a large selection of our very
choicest hymns, in addition to a number of original. The present issue
is considerably enlarged, and contains a vast body of precious truth,
expressed with true poetic taste, as well as sound and scriptural. This
volume is really a boon to the Church of God, and we trust' will reach a
large circulation, to the exclusion of the visionary and the sentimental,
so rife in these days.
"WHAT IS YOUR LIFE?"
I KNOW not that I was ever more impressed with the vanity and the'
uncertainty of life than in connexion with a recent fact. Less than three
months ago, there was among the guests at a certain dear friend's
wedding, one of the most animated, and apparently strongest of women.
Of just middle-age, I presume, had anyone looked round that room,
having been asked which was likeliest to live longest of the guests that
day assembled, she who is now numbered with the dead would have been
the OLe selected. Such is life! How vain! how uncertain! Perhaps
that very vigour and liveliness and robustness, under the circumstances.
ri'ndel'ed her a more easy prey for that formi.dable malady with which'
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she was so soon to be attacked, and to which she so speedily succumbed.
A parallel case, in this respect, I never met. Whilst the ailing and the
delicate and the frail have been spared, she, the strongest and the most
'promising, has thus fallen a victim to the most insidious of diseases, and
gone the way of all the earth!
Hence we are furnished with another lesson-and what a lesson; too!to "set our affections upon things above, and not on things on the earth,
for here we have no continuing city." Oh, Lord, we pray Thee, of Thy
great mercy, to grant us "so to number our days, that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom;" yea, may we, under the teaching and power of the
Holy Ghost, feel the force of that solemn injunction, "Be ye also ready,
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh ! "
D.

ANECDOTE OF IRVING.
I NEVER heard the celebrated Irving but once, and that was when my
dear brother-in-law (the late Incumbent of Charles Chapel, Plymouth)
and I were returning from Providence Chapel, Gray's Inn Lane, after
the Sunday morning' service. Mr. Irving was then addressing an audience of several thousand souls, outside the walls of Coldbath Fields
prison. Those who were familiar with his appearance will remember
how imposing it was, as he stood erect, with his long-flowing black hair
turned back over his forehead and temples, a cast in one eye, and full of
animation and gesture. Hard by us stood a man who sought, by certain
loud utterances, to interrupt the speaker. Mr. Irving took no notice
whatever, but continued his discourse to.the end, as though no attempt to
disturb him had been made. He then gave out a verse in a tone of voice
so remarkable for its depth, power, and richness, that we shall never forget. It seemed to reverberate both beneath and around. The verse was:
" To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
One God whom we adore,
Be glory as it was, is now,
And shall be evermore."
The effect of the mere enunciation of that one verse was astounding.
It seemed to thrill through that vast assembly. Although upwards of
forty years havo since passed away, the impression it made upon our
mind at the time retains all its vividness to this hour. The verse having
been sung by that vast assembly, as with one universal voice, Mr. Irving
prayed; and, although previously it appeared as though he had not
even heard the attempt to interrupt him upon the part of the man who
stood near us, he brought the ca e of that poor scoffer before the Lord,
in such terms of' ardent importunity, as to cause the man himself to turn
deadly pale, and to tremble like an aspen leaf. As we were so close to him,
we had the amplest opportunity of witnessing the effects of that pruyer
upon at least the man's outward demeanour. It was a sight never to be
forgotten. Often have we since mentally asked, "Was that man's heart
touched even as h;s outward ea?' was arrested?" and we have mentally
added likewise, I' Where is he now?"
D. A. D.
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THE ANNUAL MEETINGS AT BLAISDON,
GLOUOESTERSHIRE.
ON one or two occasions we gave an account in these pages of intensely
interesting tent-meetings, which are held annually at Blaisdon, a village
in Gloucestershire, situated in one of the most charming districts it is
possible to conceive. As you stand in the porch of the recently-restored
church, or in any part of the graveyard around it, the eye takes in a
range of country of scarcely if anythin~ less than fifty to sixty miles
extent, embracing hill and dale, the picturesque Severn winding along in
the distance, and thus adding what is often lacking in like beauteous
spots.
This lovely locality is of special interest to ourselves, inasmuch as it
was the birthplace of one whose memory is dear to our heart, ana whose
mortal remains lie peacefully reposing in one of the several graveyards
hard by. A wide field of thought opens as one contemplates the history
of families thus identified with certain localities. The sum of such reflections as thus awakened is an acknowledgment and admiration of Divine
mercy, grace, and faithfulness. Such contemplations bring vividly to
mind the language of the dear old patriarch: "With my staff I passed over
this Jordan, and now am become two bands." Another portion equally
precious is likewise. in connexion with these reflections, brought gratefully to remembrance: "And behold," said Joshua, " I am going the
way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your
souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the
Lord your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and
not one thing hath failed thereof" (Joshua xxiii. 14).
.
Not merely, however, for the reason just stated, is this little village and
its instructive and refreshing annual gatherings of special interest, but
for another cause. We stated last year that we were deterred by the
unpropitious weather from attending. The heavy rains which had previously fallen, and which still came down in torrents on the very morning
of the meeting, caused us to abandon our purpose of attending. The
manner, however, in which our want of faith was rebuked, has ever
since been most vividly upon our recollection. When we called at the
house of a dear brother and fellow-labourer in the I~ord, and found he
had started that morning to journey fifty miles in order to attend a tentmeeting, we said reproachfully to ourselves: "He has more faith than
I have." When, however, we heard from his lips the subsequent facts,
we were still more humbled. The last part of the journey was taken in
a covered conveyance, in which was seated a blind lady. The rain was
still pouring down; and .our friend (we presume, scarcely aware that he
gave utterance to his thoughts) said, he hoped that the day might
yet clear. The blind lady remonstrated with him upon having doubts
about the matter: "Had not fine weather been prayed for ? Was he
not a believer in prayer?" "Oh, yes," was his reply. Still he thought
within himself, "Could you see those clouds above and around us as
I see them, I doubt if you would have the same confidence." Precisely
at one o'clock (the hour announced for commencing the series of meetings), the heavens cleared, and one of the most glorious afternoons and
evenings followed. Yea, as our friend and brother (the Rev. E. N.
TnwAITEs) told us yesterday, they prayed not only that the rain might
~ease, but that the clouds might clear away.
In proof that our God
IS, as of old, still the Hearer and the Answerer of prayer, they went
K
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-forth from their conference (which is the first of the sundry meetings,
and held in the school-house), they looked around, but not even a cloud
was to be seen.
Ah, reil-der, reader, "is anything too hard for the Lord?" Call it fanaticiEm or enthusiasm who may, we believe and we rejoice in the covenant
God of Ismel-in that precious and adorable Lord Jesus who said,
" According to thy faith be it done unto thee." Oh, then, for more
faith, even though it be but as a grain of mustard seed, the partakers
of which, said our dear Lord and Master, "may Say unto this mountain,
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall
be impossible unto you.
Well, when our dear brother stated these facts to us last year, we took
shame to ourselves for our want of faith; and, as we were on our way
to our week-evening service, and thinking of this dear believing blind
lady, we were led to the words: " I will bring the blind by a way that
they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known:
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight.
These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them" (Isa. xlii. 16) ;
and, naming the foregoing circumstances to the (;ongregation, we could
not help remarking that it was a mercy, in a certain sense, to be blind
to apparent dangers and difficulties, and to have the eye of faith steadily
fixed, as this dear blind lady's was, upon the coveuant "I wills" and
" they shaHs" of that covenant God who says, "Prove me now herewith, and see if I will not open the windows of heaven, and pour you out
a.blessing." Sure we are, that if our dear Lord would but give us a
grain of precious faith, we should enter more fully into the language
of the poet when he sings:
"Faith, mighyt faith, the promise sees,
A.nd trusts to Christ alone,
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, It shall be done."
"Is there anything too hard for the Lord?" Oh, that dear wordthat unspeakably blessed challenge!
But-we were about, moreover, to speak of how the Lord overrules all
matters appertaining to His dear children for His glory and their good;
and how He, in His own wise and wonder-working way, blesses one
member (however weak and helpless and unworthy that member in his
own apprehension may be) to other members of the self-same household
of faith. As stated in the Memoir which it was our privilege to prepare
of the late Rev. JOHN TARR, that two or three days after the meeting
before referred to, his mortal remains were to be committed to the
sil'llnt grave. The corpse was to be brought by road some eighteen miles
to the cemetery where it was to be laid. The entire forenoon was one
of' drenching rain; as we sat at our study table, writing the afore-named
mElmoir, and occasionally looked up, it was to see the heavens black
with clouds, and the rain coming down without the veriest cessation.
NotWithstanding, the recent gracious interposition of our God with respect
to the meetings at Blaisdon, so operated upon our mind, and the faith
of the dear blind lady so stimulated our simple looking to and trusting
in the Lord, that we felt the surest confidence the day would clear up
and a propitious afternoon follow the intensely-wet morning. And so
it came to pass; although the clouds floated overhead, as if ready at
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any moment to discharge their contents upon the waiting group in the
cemetery-the funeral being n ar)y two hOUl'S later than announcednot a drop fell !
Reader, simple as thi fa t may appear, it has had a gracious influence
upon our little faith, nwnb dess times since. In regard to the Blaisdon
gathering, although th previous days had been marked with an unusual
amount of rain for this season of the year, we felt assured propitious
weather would b granted. And so it came to pass. The morning was
showery, and, as we travelled on the South Wales line, the hay-fields were
literally flooded. Large districts were completely under water; even the
waggons were left, some with and some without their contents, as if the
husbandmen had been compelled to beat a precipitate retreat. Still,
with the exception of one or two very slight showers, the day was lovely
in the extreme; and the landscape around only rendered additionally
beautiful by its freshness, and greenness, and the rapidly-ripening
·crops.
The first meeting, which was held in the school-house, at one o'clock,
was "a conference upon the Power of Prayer." After a very able and
most scriptural opening of the subject by the Rev. E. N. THWAITES, at his
invitation, several laymen, as well as ministers, rose and narrated most
interesting instances of heard-and-answered prayers. The united testimony was of the most glowing and heart-cheering character. That our
'God was glorified, and souls greatly refreshed and,strengthened at this
meeting, we have not a doubt. Personally we enjoyed the season exceedingly, and we are sure we were by no means alone, but that the feeling
was widespread. If we had a regret during the day's proceedings, it
was that when the first tent-meeting was held, the president requested
the representatives of eight different and distant parishes to give rather
the word of exhortation, than to follow up in these the larger meetings
'the great and glorious theme with which the day had been so well and so
. BCl'ipturally opened. An occasional illustration, or matter of fact, was
now and then given by the speakers; but, inasmuch as plain, truthful
testimonies as to what has been actually witnessed or personallyexperienced, are what we conceived best calculated to meet the scepticism 01'
the stoicism-the Rationalism or the Romanism-of the day, we should
have rejoiced in a fuller and more extended declaration by men of
observation and experience, of what they personally had witnessed of
the good and gracious hand of the Lord. We repeat, we do love-and
that increasingly-plain matters of fact. There is no gainsaying them.
Sentiments and ideas may be disputed; positive facts never!
As we took no notes of the details of the meetings, we gladly fall back
upon the outline sketched by an old friend and occasional correspondent
of this Magazine, who was, as usual, present at this deeply-interesting
gathering.
Seven years ago, the Rev, EDGAR N. THWAITES, on being presented to
the rectory of Blaisdon (by H. CRAWSHAY, Esq., the patron of the living
and land-owner of the parish), resolved, by the help of God, to make an
effort to awaken attention to spiritual and eternal things, by holding
special annual religious services under a large tent near his church.
Year by year, this little sequestered village has been visited by five or
six hundred persons, to hear the Gospel preached in simplicity and purity,
with earnestness and power, of which IDany persons have borne their
K K
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willing testimony. On each occasion, many excellent clergymen-some
from the neighbourhood, and some from a great distance-have attended,
to strengthen the hands of Mr. TrrwAITEs, and to preach tho Vvord of
Roconciliation with which they had been entrusted. The unfIag-ging ~ei11
of Mr. THWAITES in providing these extraordinary means of grace-to
which the beautiful surrounding scenery of his church and churchyard give
an additional charm-is heartily ancl thankfully appreciated by the large
congregations which are annually gathered from the neighbouri~g
parishes, and from Gloucester, Cheltenham, &c.
On Tuesday last, the seventh annual services were held in the church·
yard, under a large tent, which is kindly lent on these occasions by the Rev.
W. H. BATHuRsT, the venerable and worthy proprietor of Lydney Park.
A conference was held in the school-room at one o'clock, when the
subject for discussion was" The PowerofPruyer," which was opened by
the Rector, and in which the Rev. H. BURl5oN, the Rev. H. J. MARsHALL,
and several other friends, took part. Many striking instances of the
power of earnest, believing prayer were adduced during the discussion.
At half-past two a prayer meeting was held in the school-room, and at
three o'clock the service in the tent was commenced. The congregation
was large, and numbers could not gain admission.
The service was commenced by singing the hymn-" Jesus, who lived,
above the sky." The first speaker was'rhe Rev. VV. SAUNDERS, Vicar of St. Silas', Bristol. Addressing the.
audience from the words: "I say unto you, theI'e is joy in the presenco
of the angels of God over one siunor that repenteth" (Luke xv. 10), the
l)reac11er saicl that true repentance was a .91ft-one of those good and
perfect gifts which came from ahove-for Jesus was exalted at God's
right hand, a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and remission of
sins, He would comprise the few remarks he had to address to them
under three questions :-lst, How far a person may go, and not truly
repent? 2ndly, What is true repentance? 3rdly, Why is there joy in
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repeILteth? Under
the first head he showed that a man may tremble under the preached
Word; he may earnestly resolve upon a new course of life; he mayeveu
appear to run well for a time, and yet cause nO joy in heaven; in other
words, he may not be the subject of true repentance; and this was illusb'ated and qonfirmed, not only from the Word of God, but from his own
ministerial experience. In reply to the second question, " 'What is true
rellentance?" the rev. gentleman remarked that true repentance had
been said to embrace four gracious acts-Conviction of sin, contrition for
sin, confession of sin, and conversion from sin., These points were each
briefly touched during the interval allotted to each speaker, viz., fifteen
minutf's. Many answers could be given to the last question, " vVhy is there
joy in th\) presence of the angels of God over ono sinner that repent-eth ?"
He would mention only one. Whenever and wherever God's Holy Spirit
began the good work of converting grace in auy sinner's heart, the
blessed intelligences above were confident of this very thing, that it would
oe carried on and consummated in glory. Otherwise, their songs and
rejoicings would be prematllre. 'rhe sinner's true repentance was a fruit
of his election, and, as surely as he really repented, so surely wo:::d he be
glorified, The rev. gentleman concluded his addl'ess wi:h a choice
passage from the writings of the immortal Augustus M.)11tague 'rop1ady,
Vicar of Broad Hembury, and author of " Rock 01 Ages! "
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" Salvation! 0 the joyful sound," WI18 then sung, and
The Rev. W. H. BATllURS1' delivered the second address. He reminded
his hearers that there were two classes of persons present on that occasion.
There were those who were far from Christ, who did not love Him, who
were not His disciples and servants. The other class were those who
were truly united to Christ by a living faith, and who were in some
measure living to His glory and for His service. To the former he would
affectionately put the inquiry-What hindered them from coming to the
Saviour? Was it some secret and cherished sin which they preferred
before Him, who alone could save and bless them? Did they prefer the
world and its deceitful alluremeJl.ts? Let them answer his questions to
their own hearts as in the sight of God. To the second class he would
say-How is it that you who love Christ-who have tasted that He is
gracious-do not love Him more ardently, serve Him more devotedly, follow Him more unreservedly? He would urge them to seek to live more
closely to Jesus, and to crave a larger measure of His grace and Spirit.
The Rev. A. F. DENllA!lf, Rector of Putley, wished to speak a few words
to believers in Christ. It was the purpose of God to save them, for Jesus
had declared-" This is the will of Him that sent me, that everyone
that seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting life, and
I will raise him up at the last day." Christ had also said, "Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on me Itatlt everlasting
life." Christ was the treasure-house of His people. In Him believers
have "redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." The work ofl·edemption was completed
when Jesus uttered His expiring cry, "It is finished!" It was the
believer's privilege to possess the knowledge of this-he might, and
ofttimes could, say with Paul, "I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him
against that day."
The Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, followed with
an address, " On the various degrees of faith," as manifested in the experience of true Christians. Some believed in Christ's power to save
them, but doubted His willingness. Others believed in His willingness,
but were afraid to trust in His power.
The case of the poor leper,
mentioned in Matt. viii. 2, 3, exemplified the former class of believers.
" Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean," to which the Lord replied,
.. I will, be thou clean." The case of the child possessed of the dumL
spirit, Mark ix. 22, 23, was an illustration of the latter cla,ss. The father
of this poor child addressed our Lord in the language of distrust, "If
Thou canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us." Our
l>lessed Lord condescended to meet the poor suppliant on this low
ground, and thus encouraged the cry of " little faith" that was in him" If thou canst believe, all things are possible to bim that believeth."
"With the word of a king thero is power," and He who implanted faith
in the heart of that stricken father was also its :Finisher, for the poor
man cried, "Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief!" How encouraging to the heart, how strengthening to the faith, of every sin-bm(lened, Satan-buffeted child of God were those records of our Lord's grace,
and tenderness, and compassion!
'rhe Rev. W. ARNOLD, Rector of Itton, :Monmouthshire, then offered
prayer.
The RE:'v. W. H. E'rcHllil, Vicar of Longborough, gave a solemn address
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on the great question which perplexed the Roman Govornor, Pontius
Pilate-" What shall I do with Jesus?"
He exhorted professed
Christians not to imitate Pilate, in crucifying Christ afresh, and putting
Him to open shame by their half-heartedness, worldliness, and inconsistency; but to come to Him, to live upon Him, to follow Him, to confess Him in the face of the world-the profane world and the world in
the Church-the Pharisees and Sadducees of the present day.
The Rev. H. J. MARSlIALL, Rector of Clapton, gave some interesting
particulars of the great revival in Scotland, a few years since, which he
had personally witnessed, and spoke of the large gatherings, 5,000 in
number, that used to assemble in the beautiful domains of that devoted
Christian lady, the Duchess of Gordon. The rev. gentleman then gave an
affectionate address from the words of Moses to Hobab, his fatht3r-in-Iaw
(Num. x. 29), "Come thou with us, and we will do theo good: for the
Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel."
The Rev. R. D. MONRO, Vicar of The Slad, then spoke. His subject
was-" Peace, the portion of those who hunger and thirst after righteousness." This was the blessing which the Lord would give His people.
Peace was a/act which preceded/ecling. It was b!l.sed upon the work of
Christ for His people. God was in Curist, reconciling the world unt<>
Himself. Peace was made between God and the sinner. Christ had
made it. " He is our peace:" His blood had procured peace for the
rebel against God. Jesus was the God-man Mediator, who had laid one
hand on God, and another on the sinner, and peace was the result.
The Rev. J. GRIFFITHS, Rector of Neath, followed, with a powerful
address, which would be marred by an attempt to transmit to paper. The
audience was completely melted by his impassioned appeals tuat they
would receive the message of reconciliat£on. 'fUOllgh renouncing Sacerdotalism, in every shape and form, as a monstrous assumption, he claimed
for himself and brethren the title of ambassadors for Christ. They came
with a treaty, the terms of which were-laying down the arms of rebellion and coming over to the service of Christ.
The rev. gentleman then offered prayer, and the congregation broke up.
The evening meeting commenced 'at half-past six o'clock, by singing'
Robinson's beautiful hymn-" Come, Thou Fount of every blessing," and·
prayer by the Rev. I. WHITE, Chaplain of the Seamen's Mission at.
Newport.
The Rev. J. GRIFFITHS delivered the first address, having to return to
Neath by an early train. His subject was" Perseverance," founded on
the words of our Lord in John xv. 9 :-" Continue ye in my love." The
best test of true discipleship was continuance in the truth of Ohrist. He·
had promi~ed that His disciples should know the truth, and that the
truth should make them free. Reason could grasp truth, but could not
originate anything. In these day of declension from the truth of
Christ, he urged them to hold it fast-to cling to it as their priceless
heritage. Notwithstanding the presenoe of unfaithful men, he had faith
that God would not desert to her foes the glorious old Church of England, so long as Christ was exalted within her walls, in the fulness of"
His grace, and in the completeness and perfection of His salvation.
The Rev. \V. H. BATHURST said, a lille in one of Dr. Watts' hymns"'Tislike a little heaven below "-struck the note from which he would.
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say a few parting words before he left the assembly in comp,anyw'ith
Mr. GRIFFITHs-they would b n th pra enoe and preciousness of Ohrist
in the heart of. a' be1iev r.
The Rev. R. D. M Nll th n p
£ hl'iatiau service. This was the
necessary result of, noiliation and peaoe. God's ohildren were the
purchase of Ohti t' blo d; they wel'S bound, therefore, by the constraining power of i lov, to offer themselves, their souls, and their bodies,
on the altar f ie servioe.
Th R v. H. J. MARSHALL gave a striking address from the wor.ds of
our
rd to Nicodemus, in John iii.' 14, 15, setting forth the delltroying
powor of ein, and the remedy provided in Ohrist J eslj.s.
Th
ev. W. HUED, of Gloucester, offered prayer.
The Rev. ISAAc WHITE delivered an animated address from Isaiah
xliv. 5,-" I am the Lord's," &c. God has a propriety in His people;
they are His by creation, preservation, and redemption. He Calls them
His pOl,tion-His inheritance. When the Lord Jesus claims His people,
and converts them by the power of His Holy Spirit, they yield themselves
as willing subjects of His kingdom of grace, and are enabled boldly to
confess Him before men. The speaker then detailed.how, upwards of
thirty years ago, he was taken into custody by three policemen in the
Royal borough of Windsor, for preaching in a street in that town the
Gospel of his blessed Master. He continued preaching as he was conducted through the streets to "durance vile;" but his undisturbed confidence unnerved his gaolers, and he marched back before their eyes to
the spot whence they had brought him, and resumed his preaching amid
the sympathy and cheers of the bystanders.
The Rev. W. SAUNDERS selected Rom. vi. 22, as the basis of his address,-" But now being made free from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life."
After speaking of his good impressions of thtJ reality of the great awakening at Oardiff, which town he had visited, and where he had preached to
large congregations with a power he had stlarcely ever realized before, so
eagerly was the Word of Life received, the speaker went on to say that
the text he had read was a perfect and glorious chain of truth. It was
a complete body of divinity: it embodied no less than five of the fundamental verities of the Gospel ofOhrist. In speaking of the privileges of
God's children in the presence of the unconverted, he believed it was often
the Spirit's good pleasure to awaken in the hearts of some who heard, an
earnest, longing desire to be partakers of those blessed privileges themselves. The first great assertion of the text was, that the Ohristian believer was now free from sin! What was the meaning of the inspired
statement? To be free from sorrow would be a marvellous deliverance!
But to be now free from sin, the fount of all trouble! What meaneth
this? Did it mean that the believer was actually free from sin? Not so.
He mourns, and that continually, over his manifold sins. To be full of
sin, and yet free from sin! This was a riddle of which the careless world
was entirely ignorant. The Ohristian was delivered from the eternal
consequences of sin. "There is even now no condemnation to those who
are in Ohrist Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."
He is free from the guilt of sin. In the words of the 11th Article of our
Church-words perfectly harmonious with God's Truth-" He is accounted righteous before God only for the merits of our Lord Jesus
Christ, apprehended by faith, and that not for his own works or deservings.
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He is made free from the dominion of sin. He is delivered from the
love of sin. Sin is that abominable thing which he hates, and for which
he loathes himself before God, and by and by he shall be delivered
from the very being of sin.
" There we shall see His face,
And never, never, sin;
There from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
The happy person thus emancipated then becomes" a servant of God."
He is the willing, captivated slave of Jesus Christ, and that service is
perfect freedom. " Fruit unto holiness" then necessarily appears. Just
as the golden fruit of autumn makes it evident that the tree is alive, and
is in no sense the cause of that life, so the good works of a Christian,
these fruits unto holiness, are not the cause of his new life or acceptance with God, but the evidences of both. He works not for life,
but from life; not in order to be saved, but because he is saved.
He will not work his soul to save,
For that his Lord hath done;
But he will work like any slave,
From love to God's dear Son."
The end is "everlasting life."
Many and precious are the sure
declarations of God's Word that he hatl! everlasting life in Christ Jesus
-that Jesus is hIS life-that when Christ, who is his life, shall appear,
th~n shall he also appear with Him in glory. But the end of this blessed
freedom, the end of this happy Eervitude, the end of this fruit unto
holiness, is the full fruition of it in heaven. It will be grace completed.
Grace is the bud; glory the full-blown flower. Grace is glory begun
below; glory is grace perfected above. These inestimable blessings,
and most sure privileges, he earnestly desired his hearers to be made
partakers of. This constituted real happiness indeed; this was the good
news the Gospel brought. To be saved in Jesus with an everlasting
salvation, and to have the assurance of it by God's Spirit witnessing
with our spirits, that we are His children, and His heirs, this was really
the joys of heaven begun on earth.
," All hail the power of Jesus' name! " was then sung with much feeling by the large congregation, led by a harmonium, which was played
by Mr. Bailey, the organist. The Rev. W. COTTLE offered prayer.
The Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, in giving the concluding address, said he
would gather IIp the fragments which had fallen from the ~receding
speakers, and say-" Is anything too hard for the Lord?" lirom this
favourite text of his he had often derived encouragement under trial
and difficulty, and he proposed it for the consideration and comfort of all
present.
The RECTOR made a few remarks, and offered the concluding prayer,
and thus ended the seventh happy gatl\ering at Blaisdon, of Christians
of every name, who trust in the blood of the Lamb.
A copy of the hymns that were sung, emb llished with a neat engraving
of Blaisdon Church, was given by the Rector to each person present, as
a memento of the day; and a large number of tracts and copies of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE alld Old J01l(ltl/{(,n were distributed at the churchyard
gate.
Gloucester, July 12tli, 1872.
R. HANSON.
H
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ONE MORE "STONE OF HELP."

•

'r'

I ,

RECENTLY, the following words of David to Abiathar came again and
again to my mind-Cl With me thou shalt be in safeguard" (1 Sam. xxii:
23). No special power at the time attended them. Being unwell, I could
not rest as usual. About two o'clock in the morning, the words returned
with power to my soul. I asked the Lord if He intended ·them for me,
as I felt afraid to claim them as mine, unless I had authority to do so
from Him. They came again and again with such sweetness and melting
power, as caused me to wet my pillow with tears of solemn joy. My dear
wife, feeling concerned about my state of health, was awake; and, perceiving I was much affected with something, she asked me what was the
matter, and if I wanted anything? Yes, something was the matter, and
I replied, "All is right,"-a rare thing for me feelingly to say in regard to
soul affairs.
In answer to the question if I wanted anything, I said, I wanted to
praise the Lord.
My soul for awhile was like "a watered garden."
Passage after passage of God's holy Word flowed into my mind, but
partioularly the words, "With me thou shalt be in safeguard." Oh,
this" with me~" From the effects which followed the words, I feel
convinced they were meant for me. It was as if the Lord had assured
my soul that "with Him" I should be in safeguard; in Church troubles
(which are no bubbles); new chapel-building troubles; in temptations,
trials, afflictions; in life, in death, and for ever and ever. Everything
my soul seemed to need appeared to be in the words. Ah, it's this blessed
"with me." What is all without this "with me?" What can be
substituted in the place of this "with me?"
.
I found it very helpful in quieting my mind, in encouraging my soul,
and in begetting in me the feeling of patience and resignation to the
Lord's will, let come 'what may. I know I must die, but death will not
separate my soul from this "with me." Oh, the eternal union between
the living soul and the ever-living and ever-loving Jesus! I cannot tell
what is coming. It may be some heavy trial or affliction may be near,
or even death. I therefore put these few lines down in the fear of
the Lord, as showing forth His free grace, great mercies, and faithfulness towal'ds one of the chiefest of sinners. ,. Bless the Lord, 0 my
soul, and all that is within me, Lless His holy name." How I sometimes wish I could praise the I~ord mal'O tllan I do! Reader, don't
you?
How I could confess my sins to the Lord when He melted my heart,
and shone into my soul! It came out like water out of a fouutain.
For some time before this my soul had felt in a low state, and I needed
afflictions and a hot furnace to purge the dross from me, and so fit me to
sympathize with the dear tried children of God.
The portion of Scripture, among others, which at the time came so
suitably to my soul was Isaiah xliii. 2: "When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee," &c. I could see, and feel too, that with
this "with me " I could go through the rivers, and walk through the
fire, but not el e. I feel it was very kind in the I~ord-the great God
-the Maker of heaven and earth, to light up my soul in the silent nightwatches, with a ray of His divine favour, producing in my sOlll such
a love to the Lord J eSllS, such sweet l'elentings, and sllch a willingness
of mind to bear all Ho saw fit to send upon me. For the most 11art I
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find it is in hard-up, squeezed-up, and pinched-up times and soasons that
the Lord shows out and forth His great grace to my poor nover-dying
soul. And yet how my fallen nature shrinks from anything like trials
and afflictions! But, bless His dear name, He will not forsake the work
of His own hands: " If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful; He,
cannot deny Himself." Only a few days before the Lord blessed my
Boul in the way related, I had been begging Him to grant me a blessing; but I did not know when or how it was to come. Still, thank God,
it has come, and not all the Balaams in the world can possibly reverseit. How can I estimate the power of God to my soul? How much thedear Saviour went through to procure this blessing for me! It is most
certainly all of grace, and not of works, lest any man should boast.
Tetbury.
F. F.
TREAT TO THE OLD PARISHIONERS OF ST. LUKE'S,
BEDMINSTER.
(From the Bristol Daily Post, of July 12.)
THE annual tea-meeting of the old parishioners of St. Luke's Bed~
minster, took place last evening in the newschoolroom, Weare Street,
when there was a large gathering. The Vicar, the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY,
presided, and he was supported by the Rev. W. SAUNDERS (St. Silas), Rev.
G. TnoMPsoN (curate), and others. The schoolroom was prettily decorated with flags, banners, and mottoes; and the gaseliers were adorned
with chaplets of flowers. The Mayor and Mayoress (Mr. and Mrs.
PROCTOR BAKER) were present at the opening of the proceedings, and they
cordially shook hands with the most venerable of the old parishioners, a
patriarch whose age was within three years of a century. After tea the Rev.
Chairman delivered an earnest address, in the course of which he assured
those present that he always looked forward with pleasure to that exceedingly interesting gathering, though he could not refrain from expressing
a regret that his aged parishioners were not seen at church in such numbers as formerly. Producing the list of invitations on that occasion, hesaid 348 had accepted invitations, and their united ages amounted to no·
less than 23,146 years. Their individual ages were as follows :-27 of 62
years of age, 20 of 63, 17 of 64 years, 13 of 65 years, 13 of 66, 16 of 68;
years, 10 of 69, 21 of 70 years, 12 of 71, 12 of 72 years, eight of 73,
eight of 74 years, six of 75, six of 76 years, five of 77, nine of 78 year~
six of 79 years, two of 80 years, three of 81 years, two of 82 years,_
four of 83 years, one of 84 years, one of 85 years, two; of 86 and one of
97 years. Of this 348, who had accepted invitations, notwithstanding
that they had intended coming only a few days ago, only 250 were able
to attend that evening. The Rev. gentleman drew a practical lesson from
this fact, and then reminded them that it was the usual practice to have
printed on the card which each of the invited guests received, with their'
name and age, a watchword for the year. That watchword for the
present year would be the little, although weighty, word, "Me." Texts.
of Scripture would be found on these oards baving reference to this word,
and in some further judicious remarks the speaker dwelt in a practical
way upon the word as a text of discourse. The Rev. W. SAUNDERS, the
Rev. G. TnoMPsoN, and others, also addressed the meeting, which
throughout was of an unusually interesting character.
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"ME."
EVASION
CONSOLATION
DECISION ••
SATISFAOTION
REFLECTION
SUPPLICATION
MEDITATION
MODERATION
CONFESSION
SUllMISSION
LAM;ENTATION
DJi;DICATION
DECLARATION
INTERROGATION
REDEMPTION
CONSUMMATION

\"

I
)

Gen. iii. 12, 13.
2 Sam. xxiii. 5.
Psalm xvi. 8.
" xxiii. 4.
" xlii. 5.
" li. 10.
" ciii. 1-5.
Prov. xxx. 8, 9.
Jonahii.1-7
Micah vii. 9.
Zech. xii. 10.
Matt. xxvi. 39.
John xv. 5.
" xxi. 15-17.
GaL ii. 20.
Rev. iii. 4, vii. 9 -

17, xxii. 12__

A RELIGION OF THE RIGHT SORT.
A DEAR friend of mine, now with the Lord, often used the aboveexpression. And what did he mean by "A Religion of the Right Sort,"
think you, reader?
Why, he meant a Religion which the great God.of heaven and earth,
without the will or power of the creature, begins in the heart of a poor
sinner dead in sin by His quickening Spirit, according to those wonderful
words in John (5th chapter, 25th verse): "Verily, verily, I say unto you,.
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of
the Son of God; and they that hear shall live." This good word begun
by the Lord can never be frustrated by sin, Satan, or the world; but will
be carried on to completion, as it is written: "Being confident of this
very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform.
it, until the day of Jesus Christ."
" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete.
His promise is yea and amen;
And never was forfeited yet."
So that" A Religion of the Right Sort" is Eternal Life in the heart orBoul. This the mere professor possesses not-desires not. " It is not of'
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God"
alone.
Nature dislikes, despises, and opposes this Religion. But where this
Religion is indeed and in truth, the fruits and effects will be dying to sin
and living unto God-dying to this world, and living to the world to
come-dying to self, and living to Christ.
Now, reader, have you" A Relig-ion of the Right Sort?" or do you
truly desire from your heart to have such a Religion as is here imperfectly
defcribed? If you do, you are already bles&ed.
Cosport.
A. H.
THE cross, with holiness, will bring the mortifying of the flesh-the.
shame of the world -and the reproach of men.
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A WORD IN SEASON.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAn BnoTUER,-In "The Family Portion" for May you tell
us when you first took up your pen in connection with the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE and OLD JONATIIAN.
" The only wise God" fixed the time when you should take up the
-'pen; yes, and He has also settled the time when you shall cease to use it.
You have not found the use of the pen a bitter trial, but a "sweet
labour," because it has been "the Lord's work." This will account for
the absence of what is vinegar-like in your useful writings, and also for
the presence of what is honey-like in them.
I felt that part particularly where you say, "Oh, how good and
gracious, loving and tender, has He been! And it is our grief, our sore
sorrow, that we should ever, even for a moment, doubt His kindness, or
call in question His wisdom; it is such poor returns for His mercy."
'True, very true. Doubt! how it puts a child of God about. It seems
remarkable, that after all you have written in faith, of faith, and which
has been in harmony with the analogy of faith, you should still be someI
times put about with doubt.
Your saying so has encouraged my often desponding soul, as it shows
that other servants of the Lord are plagued with such things, as well as
'the poor shaking and quaking creature who writes these lines.
It seems, at times, as if I could give myself a good horse-whipping
(for I should not like anyone else to do it), on account of doubting so
'IDuch. Oh, how suitable has b~en to me the heart-cries of the pOOl'
man who said, with wet eyes, "Lord, I believe; help Thou mine Ullbelief."
Another thing struck me, namely, that although you had room in your
hand for the pen, you had no room for stones. This shows that while you
have in your hand a pen to use for the Lord, you have no stones in your
hand to throw against man, however vile. How often it is otherwise
with those who are not taught to use the pen by the Lord. '1'he Lord
.alone can teach His 'children properly how to hold and use the pen.
Children often get rapped by their schoolmaster because they do not
hold their pens rightly j but in the use of yours you have felt the smile
and approbation of the Lord, making what you have thus written
" sw€et labour." What wisdom and grace are needed from the Lord in
'order to know how, where, and when to use the pen!
Its abuse causes much harm, it's right use much good; its abuse
kindles fires, its right use extinguishes them; its abuse cuts and wounds,
-its right use binds up and heals; its abuse spreads disease, its right use
health; its abuse causes trouble and pain, its right use gives ease and
pleasure; its abuse vents forth a lava from the heart, a red-hot-heartburning mountain lava, which does more damage than that which has
recently burst out from Mount Vesuvius, its right use sends forth a
\fertilizing stream-is like a flowing brook-a refreshing sho"l' er--a gentle
,dew ,;ausing fruitfulness, or like a dee p river bearing upon its surface
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Tm: American difficulty has been most happily settled. The arbitrators
at Geneva declared the indirect claims to be inadmissible, and the
American Government accepted this decision, conseqnently all occasion
for a qnarrel is removed.
We have reason to be truly grateful to
Almighty God for this happy result.
The movement of the" Old Catholics" on the Continent seems to be
prospering. Father Hyacinthe has left Rome for Paris, but, before
leaving Rome, he established a Committee of the" Old Catholics" there,
of which he is president. The programme of this Committee has been
published; it states :-" The Committee established in Rome for the
defence of the Catholic faith against the innovations of these latter times.
and for the promotion of a disciplinary and moral reform in the Ohurch,
feels the necessity of proclaiming that it is on the divine foundation of
Jesus Christ that it intends to erect its work. Any attempt at religious
reform inspired by another spirit is, in its eyes, struck with impotence;
it confesses Christ to Le the Son of the living God, the sole Hedeemer of
souls and nations, and it is from Him that it expects the regeneration 01'
which the world has need. Firmly attached to the faith established in
the Ohurch by Christ and His Apostles, we accept, with the Holy Scriptures, all the traditions of Divine origin and all legitimate decrees of the
Oatholic Church. But we absolutely reject the human traditions which
have become mingled with the rosults of revelation, as well as the abuses
of authority by which it has boen sought to maint:l,in and impose them.
We particularly reject the Council of the Vatican as deficient in liberty
and mcumenicity, and the dogmas it promulgated as being the consecration of all the errors and abuses proviously introduced into Catholicism."
Surely these are decided stages towards Protestantism! Tho Committee
(writos the Correspondent of the Ti?1tos) is numerously composad, and is
understood to comprise names whioh it is not at present deemed desirable
to publish. "The ramifications seem to be becoming extensive, in America as woll as in Europe. At PalorIllo, acoording to the report broW"ht
by M. Caprora, who hus been for SOIlle time in that city, editing a paper
o.,l1od Plttr/It e Vltn!Jelo, 11,000 persons inscribed themselves as Old Catlwlics whon the Census was taken there iu Dacembcr last. Thoro soe:ns
much earnestness and enthusiasm among the snppol'te:-s of the movemeut,
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and they declare themselves highly satisfied with the progress making.
Organization advances, and the day is impatiently awaited when the arrival
of a crisis which cannot now be very long deferred shall afford the opportunity of a vigorous step in advance."
The "Old Catholics" have also been engaged in a singular trial in
Austria respecting auricular confession. The circumstances appear to
have been these :-At the great meeting held at Munich, in September,
a programme was drawn up denouncing auricular confession, as being
an evil which crept into the Roman Catholic Church many centuries after
its establishment. On the 2nd of January last, there appeared an article
in the Vorstadt Zeitung, of Vienna,-the recognized organ of the" Old
Catholics" of Austria,-headed "Auricular Confession." The writer of
"this article was Alois Antoin, formerly a Roman Catholic priest in a village
near Linz. For publishing this article the paper was confiscated, and the
responsible editor, as well as Alois Antoin, the writer of the article, were
indicted for publishing and writing an article which contained statements
derogatory to the Roman Catholic religion, this being in contravention of
the criminal law. When the trial came off, and the Chief Judge or President having read over the charge, asked Alois Antoin what he had to
say, the defendant replied :-" My article contained no attacks on any
Roman Catholic doctrine or dogmas; it tr~ated of confession, and confession is not a dogma-that is, not auricular' confession." The doctrine
of confession runs thus :-" Without the acknowledgment of sin there
can be no forgiveness of sin." Many centuries passed without there being
a single example of auricular confession. Auricular confession is an
abuse of the practice of confession. This is proved by the bulls of the
Popes Paul IV., Pius IV., and Gregory XIV. Neither the Holy Scriptures nor the true Catholic Church acknowledge this form of Confession.
St. Paul says: "The sinner examines himseli';" had he referred to auricular confession he would have said: "The sinner lets himself be ex· amined." The Jury, without retiring, pronounced both the aceused ' , Not
· Guilty," amidst great acclamation.
In the Pall Mall" Notes from Rome" we read that there is a work of
Count Montalembert in the possession of Father Hyacinthe, entitled,
" Spain and the Revolution." It is a lengthened attack on the Court of
Rome and the Inquisition. The Countess Montalembert threatens Father
Hyacinthe with a lawsuit if he publishes the work, but as the publicat!on is authorized by a letter of the deceased, she will certainly be defeated.
The work will first appear in the organ of the Old Catholics at Rome,the Esperance.
A great debate has taken place in the German Parliament respecting
the Jesuits. It occupied two days, and will probably be remembered as
a period in Continental history. The debate arose from several hundred
petitions being sent up to Parliament, some advocating the expulsion of
the Jesuits from the country; some, and these the majority, interceding
in behalf of that pious and persecuted Order. Several remarkable
speeches were made, and some strong things said against the Jesuits: e.g.,
Herr Fischer, a Roman Catholic, and burgomaster of the Bavarian
town of Augsburg, said :-" Though the Catholic Church is not yet
· wholly identified with the Order of' the Jesuits, considerable progress
has been made towards merging it in that particular society for the
acquisition of' worldly goods. Indeed, I am afraid that the time is coming
'when the reproaches which are now being hurled against the Jesuits w.ill
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:·be extended to the whole body of the Church. The power of the Order
has of late been constantly on the increase. The first experiment they
tried was to proclaim the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary.
While that '\Tas being settled I ventured to ask a well-known dignitary of
·the Church whether, in his opinion, it would answer to startle the 19th
·century by such a dogma. His reply was, 'Why not let the poor old
maids of Cardinals do as they like?' Gentlemen of the Ultramontane
centre, I was perfectly prepared for your cry, as I foresaw you would not
relish my little story. It has, however, the merit of being true. This
dogma having been started as a balton cl' essai, the others followed in due
'sequence, the men-servants of the Pope, as the Cardinals have been
recently called by a stout Ultramontane, vieing with each other who
,should be the first to vote for the novel conceits of their master. Regarding the Jesuits, it must be avowed that their reputation has never been
.high in civilized countries. What they have lately been to Germany may
be gathered from the dictum of Ludwig I. of Bavaria-a monarch whose
sincere devotion to the Catholic Church has never been questioned. That
King, who died only a few years ago, called the Jesuits' the most selfish
Prretorians, displaying all the foibles of Prretorianism in the very worst
sense of the word.'"
The result of the debate was that the following
,resolution was adopted :-" The German Imperial Parliament refers to
the Chancellor of the German Empire the enclosed petitions praying
for, and protesting against, the expulsion of Jesuits. The German Im,perial Parliament requests the Chancellor of the German Empire to take
measures-firstly, that peace and concord between the various Churches
.and denominations be preserved in the Empire, that the members of the
various Churches and denominations enjoy an equality of rights, and
·that the subject be protecte.d against undue arrogance and coercion on the
part of the clergy: and, secondly, that a Bill be introduced, which shall
regulate the position of all religious Orders, congregations, and societies,
.decide whether they shall be admitted, and on what terms, and enact
·adequate penalties should they imperil public order and safety, special
regard being had in all this to the action of the Order of the Jesuits."
In accordance with this vote of the Imperial Parliament, the Chancellor
brought in a Bill, which has since become law, abolishing all Jesuit convents and other similar establishments, and practically conferring on the
'Government the power to expel every Jesuit from the country.
An important Synod has been held in Paris-that of the French Protestant Church. There have been but three Synods held in France since the
foundation of the Protestant Church. The first was in the time of
·Charles IX. The second that of Loudun, which came off shortly before
the revolution of the Edict of Nantes. The third is the one just held in
the Temple of the Saint Esprit. This Synod is composed of two distinct
parties; one, the orthodox party, numbering about fifty-five members;
the other, a kind of Broad Church party, numbering somewhat less. The
former party is headed by M. Guizot; it regards all the Reformed
'Churches of Europe in the light of sisters, and proclaims with them the
sovereign authority of the Holy Scriptures in matters of religious
faith and salvation. The unorthodox minority, on the contrarY, appear
to open its ranks to persons of almost every form of belief which can lay
the slightest claim to the name of Protestant. It is said that in a worldly
point of view the Protestant Church of France prospers mightily. The
,banking business of the country is well-nigh monopolized by Jews and
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members of the Reformed Churches. To a still greater extent than the
Hebrew race do the Protestants represent the manufacturing interests
and worldly prosperity. The Journal des IJebats, in respect of Protestant
editors and contributors, may fairly pass as an heretical paper in the eyes
of M. Louis Veuillot. Heresy has also a strong footing in the Temps and
Revue des Deux Mondes. It heads the Municipal Council of Paris, and
M. Thiers, despite his weakness for the Papacy,' paid the Reformed
Church the compliment of saying the other day that he looks upon it as
a mainstay of order, and would regard it, were it sufficiently numerous,
as a guarantee for what is so hard to realize in France, a progressive yet
wisely Conservative Republic.
The excitement in Ireland respecting Judge Keogh continues. It
really seems as if his life is in danger. Ought not this to open the eyes
of our rulers to the folly of truckling to Romanism? If a British judge
cannot reprimand some priests without endangering- his life and exposing
himself to insult, what egregious folly it must be to foster that monstrous
system of which the priests form an integral part! In travelling, Judge
Keogh has had to be guarded to the train by a force of police; the train
itself is preceded by a pilot engine, and the compartment next to the
judge occupied by armed detectives. Special forces also of soldiers and
constabulary are quartered in all the towns of his circuit.
Dr. Livingtone has at last been found, by an enterprising American, a
special correspondent of the New York Herald. From the account at present
received it appears that the Doctor is alive and well, and that after many
years of arduous toil in the centre of Africa, he has discovered that the
river Chambezi is the somca of the Nile, and that that great river is
2,600 miles 10jlg.
A PRAYER.
ABBA, Fathcr, hear my cry.
Hide Thy word within my heart,
Never let Thy truth depart;
Lowly at Thy feet I lie;
o do Thou Thy Spirit send,
Precepts, promises be mine,
While I at Thy footstool bend.
O'er them all in wisdom shine.
Merit of my own I've none,
Still unfold them to me more,
But I trust that of Thy Son;
May I gain so rich a store
Righteousness in Him I see.
'rhat all else prove valueless
Puc the spotless robe on me.
Nothing ever dispossess
Give the riches of thy grace,
Let the life and actions done
Pardon, holiness and peace;
Not be mine, but Christ's alone.
Dead to all the world besidc
Make me meet Thy face to see,
And live with Thee eternally.
Living in the Crucified.
If a little while below
Sanctify my every thought.
Waiting all Thy mind to know,
Then into subjcction brought
As a stranger I remain
All that now opposes Thee,
In this world of grief and pain.
Merged in Christ my Lord would be.
Give me patience to fulfil,
Grant me, then, 'rhy Spirit's aid;
And suffer all Tby righteous will;
Blessed Saviour, Thou hast said,
Keep me in the good old path.
"Ask, it shall be given," then
Steadfast, faithful, unto deatb.
Seek, nor ever seek in vain.
May my life and conduct show
0 then hear a beggar's cry,
The good seed has not ceased to grow; VlTaiting, Rt Thy feeb I lie;
Water it with dew from hean'n,
: Knocking. turn me not away,
Frl1ctify with gospelleaxcll,
I Askiug. seeking, day by day.
Manchest€1·.
A LITTLE ONE.
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