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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in a"y
trouble, by the comfort", wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

DEATH AND LIFE.
" For she died! "-GENEsIS xxxv. 18.
THREE short words, dear reader, but how full of meaning!
How
muoh is iuvolved in them. The Lord help us to learn some of the
lessons they set before us.
l! irst, let us remind you that we are still accompanying the dear
old patriarch on his eventful pilgrimage. We left him last month
at Bethlehem, and there agaiu we find him to-day.
" For ~lte died!" The fa.ct is enclosed in a parenthesis. It is the
very climax of her history, nevertheless.
"Ve meet with a simila.r short but all-importaut record in the fifth
chapter of this same book of Genesis. We read there of the great
ages to which one and another had arrived. Adam, and 8eth, and
Enos, and Caina , and Mahalaleel, and J ared, and Methuselah, and
Lamech; but, although all of these lived to an apparently interminable age-yea, two of them to well-nigh a thousand years-yet
the same short, but significant, three words sum up the career of each,
even as that of the vast human family, with merely two exceptions,
" And he died."
Reader, it is well for us to think of this. In proportion as we are
enabled so to do, shall we be disposed to look with becoming indifference upon both the so-called pleasures, as well as pains, of our
present fleeting existence; for" what is your life?" says the Apostle
J ames; "it is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away."
Is there not, we ask, every-day proof of the fact? "Your fathers,
where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? "
With what deep solemnity does the Psalmist say, "All our days
are passed away in Thy WTath: we spend our years as a tale that is
told. The days of our years are'threescore years and ten; and if by
reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour
and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we flyaway."
GO'
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But let us endeavour to look at the lessons set before us in connection with the death of Rachel. No special reference bping madeto the death of Leah is worthy of obsel'Yation. It is intended, we·
conceive, to teach us more impressively the fact that there is no permanent retaining our dearest-held idols. That there was favouritism
in the mind of the patriarch is plain and beyond all doubt in his.
most eventful history. Mark what is said in tho 29th chapter,
" Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beautiful and well favoured.
And Jacob IOt'eel Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for
Rachel, thy younger daughter . . and J acob servocl seven years
for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few clays fO}' the lovf he hcal
to her."
This favouritism of Jacob is again apparent in his movements, in
the prospeot of meeting his brother Esau, for we read (Gen. xxxiii. 2)r
" And he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah
and her children after, ({nd Racltel and Joseph hindermost."
Ah! reader, we do well to beware of this. These C1"eatll1"e 1"eSflTCS,
be assured, are not overlooked of Him who declares Himself to be a
. jealous God.
If we mistake not, in a previous paper we touched upon the speciaI
manifestations with which J acob was so mercifully and so opportunely induJged of God. In his oase, however, as it is so commonly
with the Lord's children, it was prepa1"at01"?!. Very special manifestations are almost invariably the prelude-yea, as it were, the very
introduction-to trial and a:ffiiction of some sort; so that, in thetrial, such manifestations should have a cheering and an uplifting
influence.
We no sooner read that" J acob called the name of the place whereGod spake with him Bethel," and that "they jOllmeyed from
Bethel, and that there was but a little way to come to IDphrath," than
we hear that" Rachel havailed, and she had hard labour. And it
came to pass, when she was in hard lapour, that the midwife said
unto her, Fear not; thou shalt have this son also. And it came topass, as her soul was departing (f01' she clied) , that she called his
name Ben-oni" (signifying" the son of my SOlTOW "), " but his father<'lalled him Benjamin" (which means, "the son of the right hand").
We hope presently to touch specially upon these names. Meanwhile, dear readers, let us keep the thought before us of J acob's
favouritism. "And Rachel died, and was buried in the way toEphrath, which is Bethlehem. And Jacob set Ct piUcw upon her g1'(tt'e;
that 1'S the pl:Uar RI Rachel's gl"(lve unto this day."
We do not read of any pillar upon poor Leah's grave, but merely
this passing reference, "And there I buried Leah."
FLlrther, we find, in the 48th chapter, that, when J oseph was summoned to the sick-bed of his father, in review of the Lord's leadings,
he lays such special stress upon the fact just named with regf!.rd to
RaDhel, "And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by
me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little
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to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of
Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem."
It woulcl soem that some thirty to forty years had passed away since
the death of Hachel; still it was fresh in J acob's recollection. Where the
Lord h:1s smitten so keenly as to " take away the delight of the eyes
with a stroke," there remains an indelible impression. An incurable
wound is inf:lictecL A. running sore remains. Diverted as the mind
may be, and fresh creature helps as the Lord may kindly and considerately supply, out of sympathy and regard for poor human
helplessness, yet, in memory's retracings of the journey of life, there
is the halt at a certaiu slLcred spot, and a tremulous w.hisper may be
heard, " This is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day."
Anxious as J acob was to be buried with his people, and where,
too, he laid Leah, it seems somewhat strange that he was not equally
anxious that his darling Rachel should be buried there likewise.
Perhaps the difficulty or inconvenience of so doing was the more
significillltly to indicate the fact that he was only "a stranger and a
pilgrim" here. Moreover, it was possibly ordained of God that
life's journey should thus, as it were, be strewn with these "pillars,"
in proof that" here we have no continuing city."
Whilst touching, however, upon this subject of burial, how well,
clear reader, mlLY we ponder upon the coursfl adopted by Abraham.
If we turn to the 23rd chapter of Genesis, it would seem that
"very rich," as he was "in cattle, and in silver, and in gold," he
was 'more anxious for" a possession of a burying-place" than for
aught else. 'iiVhat a proof was this that, notwithstanding ci.ll his
riches, he felt himself to be but" a pilgrim and a sojourner," as all
his fathers were. Again and again do we meet with the expression,
WD,y

" APOSSESSIOX OF A BURYING-PLACE."

Reader, how is the matter with you? Are you adding house to
house and field to field, and calling lands after your own name; or
are you Stoking to be in " posse[5sion of a burying-place?"
Oh, how much have we thought of this lately, as we have contemplated buildings in progress which the owners and originators commenced, but never lived to see completed. Recently, too, we were reminded of the 'words of our own dear father, who for some considerable
time before he was called away used to say, "I have the grave day
by day before me." Well, then, will it be for us, dear readers, to
look well, in a Gospel sense, to our "possession of a burying-place."
And what, think you, do we mean by a Gospel sense? vVhy, precisely what the Apostle Paul intended when he exclaimed, in 2 Cor.
v. 1, "For we know that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens." That, therefore, is JVhat we mean by a Gospel
viewing of a" possession of a burying-place." Be assured, Abraham
thought vastly more about the field of Machpelah, that "possession
of a burying-place" of his, than he did of his cattle and his silver
and his gold. Doubtless even in that early day he was well versed
G G
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in the fact, that" riches take to them.;;elves wings [I.nd flyaway."
He had learnt some salutary lessons in and by the hapless experience
of his brother Lot. He was well instructed, moreover, in the creaturehumbling fact, "that we brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out."
We must, however, return to our previous point. We promised
to consider the name given to Benjamin. We are persuaded that
there is nothing in the Word of God but has its special meaning.
There is no superfluity in it, but a distinct and supernatural significancy attached to all.
It appears singular that a difference of name was given by Rachel
and J acob to their new-born son. The former called him Ben-ani
(the son of my sorrow). The reader will bear in mind that this
name was given at his birth. It could, therefore, have no reference
whatever to his after-life. It was totally unlike to an after-expression of J acob, when addressing his sons, " Ye will bring down my
grey hairs with sorrow to the grave." What, thon, can we understand by such an utterance upon the part of Rachel? Mark,
reader, we are upon the look out for lessons. Turn to the opening
of the 30th chapter, and there, if we mistake not, we shal~ see
something-yea, not a little-of self-will. " And when Rachel saw
that she bare J acob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and sald
unto J acob, Give me children, or else I die. And J acob's anger was
kindled against Rachel; and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath
withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?" "Give me children,
or else I die!" Hasty and most unbecoming language this, 11achel!
It is clear that J acob thought it so; otherwise he would not have
been angry with one he loved so devotedly, and have rebuked her as
he did.
vVe read of Hannah, that "her adversary provoked (margin,
angered) her sore. for to make her fret, because the Lord had shut
up her womb." We read likewise that" she was in bitterness of
soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore." Looking, however,
at her whole bearing, we consider that Hannah stands in striking
contrast to Rachel. "Provoked" or " angered" as she was by the
adversary, we do not meet with so unguarded and unwarrantable an
utterance as, " Give me children, or else I die!" On the contrary,
we find her going up to the temple of the Lord and praying before
Him. When Eli mistakes her condition, and charges her
with drunkenness, in all the fulness of her heart, she exclai'ms," No,
my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk
neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before
the Lord. Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial:
for out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have I spoken
hitherto."
Keeping in view the gracious promise made at the fall, in the garden
of Eden, "I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
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shalt bruise His heel," will readily account for the intense anxiety
upon the part of Old Testament women to be the bearers of
children; so that at least in their line of descent the promised
Messiah might come.
Still, with all this anxiety, there was. naught to warrant such an
utterance as that of Rachel," Give me children, or else I die."
Looking at it in,its true light, it was little short of blasphemy. It
was self-will and rebellion indeed.
Notwithstanding, who dares condemn Rachel, to the exclusion of
self? Who has not, again and again and again, in common with
Moses," spoken unadvisedly with his lips?" Ah! reader, had the Lord
taken us at our word, times without number, how hapless would be
our present position !
There are certain features in the conduct of Hachel which, taken
abstractedly, would, to say the least, render her character as a child
of God extremely doubtful, but we must beware of taking things
abstractedly in the conduct or experience of the Lord's children.
Upon this principle, there is none whose name is left upon record in
either Old or New Testament history whom we might not declare as
wanting the true marks of childship.
Notwithstanding the guilty part she played with respect to the
images (Laban's so-called "gods "), as mentioned in Gen. xxxi.
34, ;3.5, still, we believe her to have been a vessel of mercy; first,
from the gracious way in which the Lord led His servant to meet her
so soon after the sweet assurance of guidance, protection, and blessing
given at Bethel, and with respect to which meeting we read, " Aud
J acob kissed Rachel, and lifted up lis voice, and wept." Doubtless,
very much in the spirit of Abraham's servant, who, upon meeting with
Rachel's mother (Rebecca), "bowed down his head, and wOl'shipped
the Lord," and of which he spake, "I, being in the way, the Lord led
me to the house of my master's brethren."
Even in the absence of some of those express evidences of faith which
we meet with in other characters, !i.nd to which it pleases the Lord such
direct attention should be given, we dare not overlook certain gracious providential leadings and dealings which are so indicative of
J ehovah's Fatherly kindness and goodwill.
In our fear of substituting the providential for the gracious, or mere
eartltly benefits for spiritual and sClv'fng blessings, we must beware of
overlooking the LlJrd'smerciful dealings and handiwork. Theprovidential and the gracious are so often blended as to be inseparable.
Moreover, the Lord presents the histories of His children, and
portrays their characters, in various lights and different attitudes.
Although there is a striking family likeness in the main, yet (as in
nature so in grace) there is an endless diversity of phase and feature.
Were this more steadily kept in view, what a very different spirit
wpuld possess the minds of very many of the professed people of God.
Yet such is the narrowness and the bigotry of many that they would
condemn us for this very remark, and virtually class us among the
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"know-nothings " in a spiritual and saving way. However (blessed
be God !), we "have not so learned Christ." Neither, on the other
hand, are we going to hold. out the right hand of fellowship to all
such as merely nominally and superficially assume the Christian name.
In Gen. xxx., verses 6 to 8, there are two remarkable statements
with respect to Rachel. Now, in the former verse, she expressly
testifies of GOD having judged her, and heard her voice; and in the
last verse the marginal reading renders it" wrestlings of God! " Moreover, the second marginal rendering of that verse-at least to our own
mind-settles the matter of the thorough childship of Rwhel. Then,
with respect to him of whom it is afterwards Eaid, "0 N aphtali,
satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord," we read,
"My wrestling."
.
To the Spirit-taught reader, we feel this will be a blessed testimony.
" My wrestling!" Ah! who knows what it is to wrestle with the
Lord but His own Spirit-quickened and Spirit-possessed ones? T<f
" wrestle with the Lord" is a matter so sacred, so supernatural, so
utterly beyond the power of the flesh, that none but those born of the
Lord can wrestle with the Lord. To' wrestle, not only indicates life
(as strikingly contrasted with death), but it indicates also resolution
and purpose. Those who wrestle with the Lord know the Lord, and
none can know Him but those who are taught of Him. Moreover,
those who wrestle with Him are aware that there is that in Him and
from Him which can alone meet their necessitous state and condition,
whatever that may be. " My wrestling! "
How sweetly, with respect to " her wrestling," could Hannah declare,
as indeed each and every spiritual wrestler shall like\vise, in due
time, testify to the same efl'e'ct: "For this child I prayed; and the
Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him."
Reader, not in a spirit of self-Eatisfaction, or fleshly pride, but in
holy wonder and admiration, can you look back to certain states and
stages of experience-to varied difficulties, dangers, and distressesand say, in counection with them, "My wrestlings"? In other words,
can you decInr€'," A divine power, a holy determination, an ardent importunity, a single eye, and a fixed purpose, were vouchsafed to me ;
and, in spite of all fears, and notwithstanding all lets anu hindrances,
in and by His own might, I wrestled and prevailed? "
"My wrestling! "
But now we pass on to consider, lastly, the name which Jacob gave
his new-born son: "But his father called him Benjamin," which
means" the son of the right hand."
Now, it pleases our God, in His wise and wondrous dispensations,
when He chastises, afflicts, or humbles the flesh, or fallen part of His
dear children, at the same time to give some blessed uplifting, renewing, or special manifestation to their new nature or heaven-born relationship. The two natures, mark you, dear reader, are not correspondingly nourished. If the flesh is pampered, so to speak, the Spirit is
pauperized. "Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicr.·cd ; " so much for the flesh.
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:Now for the Spirit:" I W8,S brought low, and He hehJed me." Weread
(2 Ohron. ::L"xiii. 10-13), "And the Lord spake to Manasseh, and to
.his peopl : but they would not hearken. Wherefore the Lord
brought npon them the captains of the host of the king of Assyria,
which took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound him with fetters,
and carried him to Babylon. And when he was in affliction, he
b sou.n·ht the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the
God of his fathers, and prayed unto Him: and He was eutreated
f him, and heard his supplication, and brought him agaill to J erualem, into his kingdom. Tlten lJ![ctnasseh knew that the LO}'d He was
God."
Reader, do you not know something of this, in a personal and
-experimental way? Unu.:)r wluG circumstances were your hopes
l'aised, and your prospects brightened, in a spiritual point of view?
Was it not when put .into the furnace of affiiction? J acob wrestled
and prevailed with the angel; but you will remember, at the same
time, " He touched the hollow of J acob's thigh, and the hollow of
J acob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with Him." And, as
J acob afterwards" halted upon his thigh," it was to remind him of
his creature weakness, his fleshly helplessness, so that he might not
in the least wise ascribe his having "prevailed with the angel" to
any strength or merit of fallen Adam. Oh, no, the Lord takes care
that there shall be no abusing His mercies in this way, or as putting
down to man what belongs to Gael alone. The wisest of an Te<whers
will have no great I stalking about His school. On the contrary, the
best taught are found seated on the lowest form, if seated at all.
But we pass on. l1.S, therefore, the Lord was sorely afflicting
J acob, in taking away his Hachel, we believe that, in the pitifulness
and compassion in which He delights, He made up the loss in another
and in a most blessed way. He leel him forth, in holy contemplation,
from the natural to the spiritual, from the earthly to the heavenly.
"i¥e believe that in Benjamin, " the son of the right hand," he was
indulged with a precious faith's glimpse of the Greater than Benjamin,
who, in the fulness of time, according to covenant settlements, was
to come forth from the bosom of His Father, in order, in the human
nature which He would assume, to redeem His purchased inheritance.
In Psalm xvii. 7, we read, " Shew Thy marvellous lovingkindness,
o '1'hou that savest by Thy right hand them which put their trust in
Thee from those that rise up against them;" and again (Psalm
xviii. 35), " Thy right hand hath holden me up;" and again (Psalm
xx. u), "Now know I that the Lord· saveth His anointed; He will
hear him from His holy heaven with the saving strength of His right
hand." Now, as salvation is expressly in and through Ohrist, the
Father's right hand, so these Scriptui'es and kindred passag'es may
well lead us into a contemplation of the adorable person and finished
work of the Lord Jesus Ohrist.
In his extremity, when about to stretch forth his haud and slay
his son, " Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind
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him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went
and took the ram, and o.tlered him up for a bttrnt o.flering, in the stead of
his son." Here, in his extremity, was a wondrous view afforded him
of divine substitution. In like manner, in connection with J acob's.
pleading and deep soul-travail on behalf of Rachel, we believe, as we
have already intimated, he had a precious faith's glimpse of the,
Divine Mediator, in the person of Christ, the Father's right hand;
and this view of the promised Christ, for the time being, raised the
patriarch a~ove the sorrows and sufferings of the wilderness. By
precious faith he had a glance within the veil, and, as it were, in a
moment saw the privileged estate, not only upon which his own
loved but now departed Rachel had entered, but upon which, in due
time, himself and all the redeemed should finally enter, there to sit
down at the right hand of God, and to dwell for ever through the
blissful ages of eternity.
Ah! dear reader, these glances, momentary, transient, and far
between as they are, serve, nevertheless, to lift up the sorrowing
minds of all the Lord's travailing J acobs above all the beggarly
elements of the time state, to an adoring contemplation of the person
of our most glorious Christ! They see Him as their Forerunner;
they rejoioe in Him as their Daysman and Redeemer; and they
triumph in Him with joy unspeakable and full of glory, as they
anticipate the seeing Him as He is, face to face, and the casting their
blood-bought crowns at His feet, as they shout eternally and uninterruptedly, "Victory, victory, through the blood of the Lamb! "
Reader, is this yattr hope? this your prospect?
"There shall they see His face,
And never, never sin;

I

There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

St. Lttke's, Bedmiuster, June 15, 1875.

THE EDITOR.

THE UNKNOWN FUTURE.
" What I do

thot~

know est not now, but thou shalt know hm·ecrjte1'."
-JOHN xiii. 7.
THE things that are so painful here,
When earth's thick mist shall disappear,
Will 'mid our brightest blessings shine,
And show the Giver's love divine.
That future will a cause reveal
For ev'ry sorrow that we feel;
But here we cannot understand
The love that guides the Smiter's hand.
But patience yet a "little while,"
And He who seems to frown will smile
In that "hereafter" of relief
Our hearts will bless Him for the grief.

-jJfail"ianne Farningham.

•
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CHRIST KNOCKING AT THE DOOR.
" Behold. I stand at tile door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and opm
the dOM', I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he witl. me."REV. iii. 20.
BELOVED, another month is waning, and, grasping at the first spare hour,
we take up the pen again to tell you, if the Lord will, a little more about
Jesus. As we do so, we draw from a packet of letters beside us one
from Lancashire, containing- kind and brotherly words, accompanied with
the following request :-" Beloved friend, I feel as if the Lord had laid it
on my poor heart to ask you to take Revelations iii. 20, for your portion
in some future number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE "-a passage which is,
as our brother says, "one of the great rallying-points of Arminianism."
May the Lord the Spirit enable us to respond to this request in such a
way as may profit the soulfl of many of the dear blood-bought family,
and bring Him all the glory. I think we shall find, as we proceed, that,
although the passage may be an Arminian stronghold, yet, like the rest
of their refuges, it is only like castles of sand raised by children on
the seashore, which the first wave of truth discomforts, and the second
washes all away.
And now to our subject-" Christ knocking at the door." A popular
preacher tells us that, when he was a boy, he was anxious that Christ
should enter into his heart; and, when He did enter it, he was astonished
to find how near Jesus had been all the time-actually standing knocking at the door, and he unconscious of it. He hoped that many of them
would open the door of their hearts to Jesus that night.
Oh, beloved, in this way, how completely is the sovereignty of Jesus
and the work of the Spirit ignored, and the creature made the everything in salvation-Christ the Suppliant outside, and the sinner asked
to let Him in; or, as another freewiller put it, would they let Christ in
that very night, if only to oblige him (the preacher)? What trash!
Yet this is the sort of thing popular and pleasing to the professors of
the day. But, besides freewillers, th~re are many God-fearing servants
of the Lord who are drawn into the idea that Christ knocks at the
sinner's heart at first conversion, that the heart iOl barred and bolted
against Him by the stronghold of sin, and that He knocks for them to
let Him in. But this is an error, and not in accordance with the Scriptures of truth; and, we ask, how can a dead man hear the knock, and
rise and let Him in? We have read of a person who was preaching in
Norfolk, some time ago, and who said to his hearers, "If King George
should come and knock at your doors, you would all strive who should
let him in first. Why do you not with equal readiness let Christ into
your hearts? " One of his hearers asked him afterwards, "What if the
king should knock at the door when all in the house were dead? Who
would rise und let him in then?" Ah! dear reader, this is just the
point. All by naiure are dead-perfectly powerless-none can let Christ
in. We are quite ready to acknowledge that the figure of Christ knocking at the door denotes a near approach, but, mark,· it is a near approach
with power to open; and, for this reason, doubtless, the Holy Ghost
never makes use of it with regard to the unregenerate, who have no
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power to open to Him. No, when referring to those in that state, it is,
'On the contrary, written, "He openeth, and none can shut; He shutteth,
and no man openeth." It must be as with Lydia-" whose heart the Loril
.()pmed." And then another point in the error referred to is that freewillers . use the expression, "Christ is knocking at the door OF THE
HEART."
Now, we venture to affirm that this favourite "door of the
heart" is not an expression to be found in the Word of God. There is
" the door of hope," "the door of utterance," "the door of the lips,"
" the door of faith," "the door of the tabernacle," "the door of the
tent," "the door of the sepUlchre," "the doors of the shadow of death,"
and" the everlasting doors of heaven;" and Christ Himself is spoken
·of as "the Door by which, if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out, and find pasture ;" but not in a single instance is tite
expression" iloor of the heart" used by the Holy Ghost. Therefore it
must spring from the ingenuity of man, and is only to be found in the
4rminian vocabulary. Moreover, referring to conversi m work, this is
never attributed in any way to be the act of the creature; nay, it is
~mphatically declared to be the work of the Trinity. For instance, our
Lord declares, "No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him "-such drawing being by the power of the Holy
.spirit. As it is written, "I will pour out my Spirit unto you: I
will make known my words unto you." And the Apostle Peter
shows how entirely this work is of Christ; for, when preaching to
the people, he said, "Ye men of Israel . . . . unto you first,
God, having raised up His Son Jesus, hath sent Him to bless you, in
turning away everyone from your iniquities "-a work elsewhere
described as wrought by the power of the Spirit, and attributed all to
grace. And then, again, with regard to Ohrist knocking at the door of
the heart, out of upwards of 120 names and titles given to Christ, there
is not one which conveys the idea of His being a Suppliant with the
sinner. Intercessor with the Father we grant and glory in, hut nothing
like Intercessor with the sinner, who may accept or reject Him at will.
No; this is purely man's invention, or, rather, we may say, Satan's
deception. Oh, how our soul loathes those hymns whieh represent Jesus
as standing outside the closed door, and in meek accents pleading to be
let into the heart, making out that He cannot pass over the threshold
unless the sinner will let Him in! It was not in this way we learned
Christ. No, at the appointed time, He came to take possession of His
<lwn, entered as the mighty Conqueror, proved that" where the voice of a
king i" there is power," and the creature had no more to do with it
than the babe in its cradle. And was it not so with you, beloved '( Did
He not prove Himself to be "mighty to save?" And, therefore, shall He
not have all the glory? Yes, we can put our' seal to such a work as
this, and sing, with the poet" Hail, great Deliver'er of souls:
'Tis Thine to brcak the fowler's
Whose mighty, potent hand
Ani ca,ptive souls release, [snare,
The power of earth and bell controls, The legal bond assunder tear,
And nothing can withstand.
And freedom crown with peace."
ThuB have we, in some measure, seen what this expression, "Christ
knocking at the. door," does not mean. It does not mean that Christ
stands as a Suppliant at a dead man's heart, craving and imploring him
to do an impossible tiling.
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Now let us see what the expression dOBs mBan. ",Ve fiud that the
figure of Christ knocking at the door is oaly mentioned three times i;n
the Scriptures; first, t'n tile way of reproof and chastisement,. sBcoudly, tn
tile way of communion; and, thirdly, in connection wit!l the second coming of
Chrt:st,. and we shall adhere to this threefold rendering; for any addition must be purely the invention of man.
Now, first, in t!le weiy of reproof and chastisement, as in the passage
which heads our paper: "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be
zealou~, therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock,"
&c. The fact is that the Church of Laodicea was in that wretched state
of lukewarmness which was so obnoxious to the Lord Jesus Christ. It
was, as said of Ephraim, "Like a cake not turned." Nothing with us
mortals is more hateful than a half-and-half man; better be the plain,
outspoken man of truth, whose word can be depended upon, though ever
so roughly spoken, than the undecided, lukewarm man, who is neither
one thing nor another. And, if this state of things be so repug~ant to
one's feelings in connection with earthly contact, how much more when
we come to spiritual things! A sleepy and indifferent state, when death
is approaching and eternity is nearing, is very painful. And such was
the condition of the Church of the Laodiceans when Christ said, "As
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous, therefore, and repent.
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock," which was evidently meant to
rouse them from their sloth and sleep, and to bring them to a sense of
their danger in sleeping while enemies sUlTounded and snares abounded.
But keep in mind, beloved, that Jesus thus arouses those whom He
loves: "As many as I love," &0. Oh, how this shows us that, with all
our coolness and ingratitude, Jesus still loves His own. Nor must we
pass over that significant word many: "As many as I love," ,&c. Then
He does not love everybody. Oh, beloved, can you and I put in our
claim to be among His loved ones? ,Ve may know that He loves us by
many unmistakable signs; for instance, is the Spirit of God at work
in the soul? "Hereby know we the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God." Have we
not made this confession? And do we not hold it as a precious truth to
the joy of our souls ? Has He brought us to repentance on account of
our sins? Has He led us to feel our perfect helplessness, ancl to trust
only in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ? All these are
evidences that we are amongst those of whom He says, "As many as I
love," &c. But, supposing you have not such evidences as we have
named, do not be discouraged. Do you desire Him? Are you longing
for communications from Him? Are you sighing to feel assured that He
is yours, and you His? All is well. His love is not mtlasured by the
extentofyour'evidences, but by His own unchangeableneas and faithfulness.
Well, "As many as I love "-1 what ?-leave to themselves? No. "I
rebuke and chasten." There is love in the rebuke, love in the chastening,
as well as a needs-be for both. His is not the rebuke of wrath-it is
the chastening of wise discipline-careful teaching which matures and
meetens His people for glory. Oh, that we could feel this more than we
do ! We know that some of His afflictive providences appear very
crooked to human calculation, and very hard to bear, and, as the ox
unaccustomed to the yoke struggles to get out of it, so do we all in our
power to break away from His discipline.
Dear reader, I dare say you, like oneself, can call to mind such seasons
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of plunging against the Lord's will, and the rebellious words which
flowed from our evil heart against One who does all in love. Yes,
beloved, in love, not in wrath.
And this reminds us that we have lately had our attention drawn to
the oft-used, but erroneous, expression, "God out of Christ is a consuming fire." He is not so represented in the ,Vord, but His discipline
is as "a consuming fire" to His people, in the way of purging away the
dross and refining and purifying them for His own use. And, if we
glance at the context, we shall see how much the Laodiceans needed this
purifying; "Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,
and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and 'poor, and blind, and naked; I couusal thee to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich," &c. Ah! beloved, as
with them so with us. Depend upon it, if we are tried with fire, there
is something wbich requires burning up within. Ob, that we could feel
this, and cease from opposing His way of working in us and with us, and
believe more fully the force of His own wods, "As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten. . . . Behold, I stand at the door, and knock."
Yes, He reminds us of Hi,s presence in it all-that He is near when, possibly, we think Him afar off, that His voice of love is in the matter when
we think the treatment harsh and severe.
And then our passage says, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:
if any man hear my voice, and open the door." It is His sheep only
who hear His voice, His own disciples, who, when they hear His
call, can say, " It is the Lord." And He says of such who hear His
voice, "I will sup with him." What a Guest, the King of kings and
Lord of lords supping with a poor unworthy sinner, whom He hath
clothed and provided with everything! ,Ve hear often, with loyalty and
reverence, of the condescension of our Queen to the humblest of her
subjects, but only think of the" God over all, blessed for ever," saying,
concerning His lowly alid unworthy subject, "I will sup with him!"
Such an act of grace and condescension canno~ be surpassed; fur, if we
look a little more closely at the expression, it will appear that it denotes
close fellowship and interco2trse. And, mark, it is not dine with Him, but
" sup "-the evening meal. Ah! beloved, literally, how blessed it is,
after the day's toil, to return to the throne of grace, as doves to their
windows, after the ledgers are shut, to open the Word of God and see the
real balance that stands in our favour. Shall I sum it up to you, dear
reader? You have it in those words; "The blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth' us from all sin." This cancels all debts, settles all
accounts, and leaves the balance of eternal happiness to be enjoyed
throughout the countless ages of eternity. Oh, what a precious S,aviour
is ours-one who has secured all for our present and eternal good.
And then it is evident tbat tbis sup with Him-tbis evening mealrefers to the marriage supper of the Lamb; for it is 3clded, "and he with
me," followed by that gracious and glorious covenant promise, "To him
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my Father in His throne."
But more upon tbis point when we come to think of Christ's knocking
at tbe door in connection with His second coming. Surely, we have
already seen that this expression means something far beyond the freewiller's rendering.
And now, beloved, in the second place, look at the expression, "Christ
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knocking- 9.t the door," in the way of communion. And this we have in
the words of Solomon, "I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice
of my Beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love,
my dove, my undefiled." Do mark, it is the voice of Christ which
knocketh. The Church, ungrateful and weary, lies down to sleep. Jesus
is looking on. He knows the danger of such sleep when the enemy is
on the alert; yet, with a consciousness of the weakness of the flesh, He
does not deal harshly with her, but His voice knocks, in loving accents,
"Open to me, my sister," &c. Oh, dear reader, what a gracious Saviour!
Must we not mourn over our ingratitude and weakness when we think
how tenderly He deals with U'J, and, drawing the soul to Himself, displays His perfection and beauty, making faith exclaim with joyful
ecstasy, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His"? Dear reader, do you
not know what such seasons are? They may be few and far between,
yet, ever and anOn, He does thu light up the pathway, and, breaking
into the clay prison, He makes it a Bethel of joy and praise. Then cloes
the soul go forth in such uplifted lays as this" Hark! 'tis the Shepherd's voice!
Who with His flock appears;

I HeAnd
bids His tender lambs l'ejoice,
banish all their fears."

Blessed knocking this! A hallowed, near approach, which, thank God,
we do know something of. Oh, how precious are such near approaches
of Christ to the Christian! Sometimes harassed and perplexed by the
never-ceasing cares of everyday life, he gets into an agitated state, and
feels, "What will become of me? How shall I weather this fresh storm?
As for me, I ·certainly shall make shipwreck of fai.th, and end my days in
poverty and degradation." These are the sort of unbelieving thoughts
which will arise with many of the Lord's anxious ones; but, wheu Jesus
draws near, and the eye of faith sees Him on the shore at early dawn,
oh, the rapture !-the sweet calm I-the hallowed recognition I-the
endearing love which is felt as we exclaim, "It is the Lord!" Then do
earthly cares recede, then do our fears subc;ide, and there comes over us
the assurance, "Oh, if Jesus is mine, and I am His, why should I
trouble so much about these lower things? It can only be for a few
more years at most-and such are rolling away with wondrous rapidity
-and then I shall be with Jesus!" Blessed knocking at the door this.
Our souls would exclaim, "Come oHener thus, dear Jesus, and cheer
us." And how able is He to cheer us! Himself once down here for
more than thirty years, working and toiling as the carpenter's SOD, He
knows how to sympathize with everyone in their business life and earthly
care; and, though tlw man, yet the God, "who is able to succour them
that are tempted."
Thus have we spoken a little of His near approach and divine communications, but ah! when He is gone, how different it is then with us!
His knock has been heard, He has lifted the latch Himself, and entered,
His voice was most pleasant, His lips most sweet; but, alas! He has
withdrawn Himself, and sorrow fills the soul. Ah! but it is a sorrow
which proves love; it is an uneasiness which shows our near relationship
to Him and His to us. We may bemoan our small love to Him, but we
shall never have to bemoan His small love to us, which is, like Himself,
infinite.
Now, dear reader, we put it to you, Can you live without Jesus? Are
you happy when He is felt to be at a distauce from you? Are you not
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sighing for more of His divine communications, and the application of
His own Word by the Spirit of God? All this proves divine relationship,
and that indissoluble union which He has Himself effected.
Nor must we omit to refer here to that lesser, yet very precious,
enjoyment of communion with. the saints; for, as well as the Master
knocking at the door, there is, also, the man. And how sweet is the
oneness and knitting felt between the members of the Lord's living
family! If, in the name of Jesus, one presents himself at our doop, does
not the feeling expression go forth, 'c Come in, thou blessed of the Lord:
why standest thou without?" Distinctions of position in this life are all
sunk, and we feel we are one in Christ.
And then, in comparing notes by the way, how one finds out that trial
and temptations, losses and crosses, are the lot of all the family-not, it
may be, alike, but all having them in some form or another. It must be
so. It is the wise ordering of an all-wise God, to bring us to feel, concerning all earthly things, "Vanity of vanities, all is vanity." . But,
concerning Himself-reality of realities !-all is reality! The thing we
most need is that c'sufficient grace;" and this is promised. And, blessed
be His name, this will enable us to bear with our special 'c thorn in the
flesh," and to bear up under the special weight He is pleased to put
upon us. And not one of the family dare assert that the faithful PromiseI'
has failed in a single jot or tittle.
"Vell, now, whether it be the Master Himself knocking at the door, or
the humblest member of His family, both are welcome to the embrace of
that heart which has been touched by divine grace and melted by the
Spirit of God.
"Oh, when my Jesus comes, and talks
With me in Zion's way,
And when my faith with Jesus walks,
How I can praise and pray!
"Yes, while He opens truth and grace,
I glow, I burn with love,
And, in the lustre of His face,
I've glory n'om above."
So, also, when a kindred spirit joins us to tell (If IIim, we havo joy. We
do not care how fn~quent we experience such" knocks at tho door."
And now, lastly, the expression before us is used, in the Scriptures,
in connection with the second coming of Clwist, in tho words, "Let your
loins be girded about, and your lights burning; anu ye yourselves like
unto men that wait for theit· Lord, when He will return from the wedding;
that when He cometh and knocketh, ye may open unto Him immediately"
(Luke xii. 35). We do Dot purpose dwelling upon the second coming of
Christ-a sub} ct upon which much is written of a speculative character,
and which leads to unprofitable controversy-but there is one thin~ upon
which we must all be agreed, namely, that "the signs of the times"
indicate that we are drawing very near the time when He will come again.
In what way, or maDner, or at what time, we will not pretend to say;
but all thoughtful Christians are persuaded that we are upon the eve that
will usher in· His second advent. Oh, to be on our "watch-towor!"
Few, it may be, will believe that the time is so near; nay, it i learly
prophesied that, when lIe does come, the Church will ~e in a tato of
sleepiness, and that the watchmen upon the walls of Zion, who are really
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looking out for the dawn of that glorious day, will only be one here and
another there. Oh, may we be one of tlwse ones! so that, when the midnight cl'yis heard, "The Bridegroom cometh!" we may, with our lamps
trimmed, "go out to meet Him." "Blessed are those servants whom
the Lord, when He cometh, shall find watching." Nor do we think we
need be concern~d as to whether He will or will not reign upon the earth;
the subject, to our mind, is full of difficulty, and not clearly revealed.
Our great comfort and consolation is to know and feel assured that, where
Jesus is, we shall be also. And sure we are that in His presence we
must be supremely happy, and perfectly delivered from everything of an
earthly character.
.
But we must draw to a conclusion. We have thus endeavoured to show
that the common use of the figure of "Ohrist knocking at the door of
the heart" is erroneous, and that it fails to set forth the real work of
conversion, as it makes Ohrist powerless in the matter, and the creature
able to receive Him or reject Him at will, while, at the same time, it totally
ig-nores the work of the Spirit, and teaches that which is contrary to the·
'Yard of God; while we have, on the other hand, shown what we believe
to be the mind of the Spirit in using the figure: namely, in the way of
chastisement, in the way of communion, and in connection with the second
coming of our Lord.
There is just on(~ thought more we should like to note, namely, that
there are other doors and gates before which Ohrist has appeared, at
which He did not need to knock, for they opened at His command. Heal~
His voice: "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in," &c. Ah! beloved,
behold with the eye of faith your conquering Lord entering the gates of'
righteousness as the Surety of His people, and passing through the everlasting doors of glory, opening thereby "the kingdom of heaven to all
believers." Oh, to think that you and I, dear reader, are among His
followers, and will pass through the same g-ates and everlasting doors,
" whither our Forerunner has gone." Not the weakest, lowliest, or least
of the family left behind-not even that trembling and faint-hearted one·
shut out; no, nor even that sinner who is constantly mourning over his
sins, feeling his blackness and vileness, and loathing himself on account
of it. Yes, it is poor sinners saved by sovereign grace, redeemed by
precious bluod, and made complete in Him, that will pass through the"everlasting doors!" And you and I are such. " Thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory, through OUl' Lord and Saviour JeSUS Ohrist;
to whom be glory, and majesty, dominion, and powel', both now and ever'
more, Amen."
.
~~
QQ

A REMARK OF THE LATE BELOYED BISHOP OF OA8HEL.
TO OHARLOTTE ELLIOTT, AUTHOR OF "JUST AS I AM."
"HIS mercy is from everlasting to everlasting upon t]]em that fear Him.'"
Bishop Daley said to me, "Oan you find a single 'fIloment in your existence,
here or hereafter, that is not included in these words? "-Leaves from tlllJ'
Ui/!jJ2tblished Jottrmtls, Letters, and Poems of Charlotte EUiott (Religious
Tract Society).
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REVIVED CHRISTIANITY.
IN the race after learning, and in the fury for education, it would appear
from the aspect of the times, that history, as a branch of instruction, was
wholly neglected. The past is often repeated, and the rise and fall of
nations afford information, with warning, to all succeeding generations;
but who takes the counsel or receives the warning? Certainly, if the
story of the past is never read, the ignorance of a community is not to be
wondered at. Thus history is to many as a sealed book; and, though
the circumstances of the present may b~ an exact representation of the
phases of the past, it is wholly lost upon the existing generation that roll
on with the stream of time, utterly ignorant of the cataract to which they
are hastening. "The History of Protestantism," by the Rev. J. A.
Wylie, LL.D., is a book pregnant with interest to this and unborn generations. In the opening chapter, Dr. Wylie says : The history of Protestantism is the record of one of the gra.ndest dramas
of all time. It is true, no doubt, that Protestantism, strictly viewed, is simply a principle. It is not a policy; it is not an empire, having its fleets and
armies, its officers and tribunals, wherewith to extend its dominion, and make
its a.uthority obeyed; it is not even a Ohurch, with its hierarchies, and synods,
and edicts; it is simply a. principle. But it is the greatest of all principles;
it is a creative power; it penetrates into the heart, goes down into the
depths; the founder of free kingdoms. The globe itself it claims as a stage
not too wide for the manifestations of its beneficent action. Whence came
this principle? The name "Protestantism" is very l'ecent; the thing itself
is very ancient. The term "Protestant" is scarcely older than 300 years.
It dates from the PROTEST which the Lutheran princes gave in to the Diet
of Spires in 1529. Restricted to its historical si~nification, Protestantism is
. purely negative. It only defines the attitude taken up at a great historical
era by one party in Ohristendom with reference to another party. But, had
this been all, Protestantism would have had no history. Had it bcen purely
negative, it would have begun and ended with the men who assembled at
the German town in the year already specified. The new world that has come
out of it is the proof that at the bottom of this protest was a great principle
which it has pleased Providence to fertilize the three past centuries. In a
word, Protestantism is revived Ohristianity.
Very ably Dr. Wylie, in his opening chapters, shows out the gradual
development of Satanic power in the errors that n,ppeared in the early
Church, all hinging upon the person of Christ, the great point of attack
in every age. Herod's endeavour to slay the young child that was born
in Bethlehem was but a representation of the work of Satan, which has
been zealously carried on through the stream of time ever since. Whether
by error or slaughter, the design is the same-to get rid of the Church
of God, and exterminate the chose1\ seed. This is vividly traced in the
first part by Dr. Wylie, till we are brought to the culminating point-the
rise and establishment of Popery. The darkness that thell followed was
broken in upon by the light of truth, and the appearance of the morning
star that ushered in the dawn of the Reformation was visible when
Wickliffe unfolded through the Scriptures "revived ChrisLianity."
The mercy of God provided him a friend and patron in John of Gaunt,
or quickly would Wickliffe have forfeited his life to the blind fury of his
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enemies; though, at a later period, his protector withdrew his support,
fearing the wrath of the Pope.
.
The growth of Pelagianism, which took its rise as a creed in the fifth
century through a Welsh monk whose original name was Morgan, became
gradually the foundation doctrines of Popery, the practice~ being but the
adornment and decoration of erroneous principles. In a later day, when
Christianity was revived by the Reformation, Pelagianism reappeared
under the appellation of Arminianism, through J acobus Arminius, a native
of Holland, in the following order :_oJ,
1. That God has not fixed the future state of mankind by an absolute
and unconditional decree, but determined to bestow salvation on those
whom He foresaw would persevere unto the end in faith in Christ
Jesus.
.
2. That we derive no corruption from the ftlll of man; but, being born
pure, are capable of repentance and amendment, and of arriving at the
highest degree of piety by the use of our natural faculties or free will.
3. That Christ, by His death and suffering, made an atonement for the
sins of all mankind in general, and of every individual in particular; and
that His death hath put all men in a capacity of being justified and pardoned on condition of their faith, repentance, and sincere obedience.
4. That divine grace or energy of the Holy Ghost, which heals the
disorders of our nature, brings to perfection everything that is good in
man, must be attributed to God and the operation of His grace. Nevertheless, this grace is offered to all, and does not force men to act against
their inclination, but may be resisted and rendered ineffectual by the perverse will of the impenitent sinner.
5. Those who are united to Christ by faith are furnished with strength
sufficient to triumph over the seductions of Satan. But such may fall
from their faith, and finally forfeit grace.
These are the principles of Arminians which form the fundamentals of
Popery-doctrines well suited to every natural mind; and, whether they
be learned or unlearned, high or low, old or young, rich or poor, this
creed will find favour in their eyes, and gain a ready acceptance.
The spread of Pelagianism was rapid from the fifth century, the result
of which soon appeared in the substitution of a worship of externals for
a worship of the heart,' and a gorgeous ritual was now, bit by bit, added
to excite the senses, while, as Dr. vVylie observes, "teaching men to trust
in the power of their own will for a salvation which can come only from the
sovereign grace of God."
.
But riches now began to pour into this, corruption of Christianity,
founded on the merit of works. The Scriptures were alike unknown to
priests and people. Mendicant or preaching friars" propagated," as the
Chancellor of Oxford in 1333 declared, "pestiferous doctrines subversive
of the testament of Jesus Christ; and, owing to their machinations, the
ministers of the Church were decreasing, the universities were decaying,
convents and monasteries were multiplying." He had sent four of his
chaplains to the university, who sent him word they neither could find a
Bible nor any book of divinity profitable for study" (p. 86;.
At ~uc~ a crisis, when sunk in ignora~ce, false doctrine, superstition,
an.d sm, It pl~ased. the Father of merCles to say with power, "Arise,
shme, for thy lIght IS come, and the glury of the Lord is risen upon thee."
• Sce Mosheim's "Early History," and Milner's "Church History."
HH

410

The Gospel J}[agazilze.

The dawn of the Reformation began in England, and Wickliffe was the
appointed instrument, in the hands of the Spirit, to revive Christianity.
His stinging tracts attacked the power of the Pope, laid bare the crying
evils of the priesthood, and showed out the great Bible truth that in God
alone through Christ Jesus-without Pope, priest, sacraments, ritualthere was full, free, and eternal salvation, "without money and without
price."
This was followed up by his laborious translation of the Holy Scrip-'
tures into the mother tongue; and, when we think, in these days of steampress velocity, that this translation and circulation of the Scriptures were
the act of one man, by hand labour alone, we must exclaim, "What hath
God wrought! "
The state of things, as described by the pen of Fox, Dr. Wylie gives
us thus:Scarcely any other thing was seen in the temples or churches, or taught
or spoken of in sermons, or gone about in their whole life, but only heaping
up certain shadowed ceremonies upon ceremonies; neither was there any end
of tbis heaping. The people were taught to worship no otber thing but that
which they did see, and they did see nothing which tbey did not worship.
"History repeats itself," is an oft-quoted sentence, and Dr. Wylie's
interesting and well-written history of the past may sound a warning
voice to England. The character of Popery is unchanged. What she
was she is, and the danger to other sects lies in the claim she lays to
both civil and ecclesiastical power. Popery is not satisfied to
claim liberty of conscience to worship God as they think right. It
claims Supremacy, and, gaining that, it is intolerant to all sects. This
is the history of Popery, and this is the opposite in Protestantism, and
wherein Protestants were defective in this point, and turned persecutors, it proceeded from the outcome of popish principles in which they
were trained.
But the root of Popery is Arminianism; and, when the land is well
sown with the noxious weeds of error in doctrine, it is soon seen in the
growth of evils in practice. The decay of truth, and the rise and
progress of false religion, is simply cause and effect. When Archbishop
Laud attempted, in the reign of Charles the First, to bring back to this
land popish practices, the sage advice of the Jesuits in 'his day was,
"You must drug the people first with the doctrine of Arminius."
This advice has been very extensively followed in (lur day, and thus the
way prepared for Popery, which, as Dr. Wylie remarks, "is the substitution of a worship of externals for a religion of the heart, teaching men
to trust in their power of will for a salvation which can come only from
the sovereign grace of God."
Wickliffe saw the wide-extending error of transubstantiation. The
doctrine of the real presence he declared to be "the o.ffspring of Satan, an
error that enfeebled the understanding of the man who embraced it, and prepared
the way for any absurdity or error, however opposed to 1'eason or' common sen8e."

Transubstantiation gave authority to the priest, who could change
bread and wine into God; and this became the gr.eat holdfast upon
the minds of the ignorant. But Wycliffe, by the translation of the
Scriptures, opened the door of knowledge, and thus became the instrument of setting before the people the divine infallible authority of the
Word of God, and the preaching of that Word, of which he thus
speaks : -
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God's Word is seed. Oh, astonishing power of the divine seed, which conquers the strong-armed man, softens hard hearts, and renews and changes into
godly men those who have become brutalized by sin and wandered to an
infinite distance from God. Evidently no priest's word could work such a
great wonder if the Spirit of God and the eternal Word did not co-operate.
But Wycliffe not only translated but published the Scriptures, and
from Dr. Wylie's pen we give the following extract:This was an epoch in the histol"yof England; he kindled a light that could
never be put out. He placed in the hands of his countrymen their true
Magna Charta; with the Blble in their mother tongue, no power on earth
could retain them in bondage. When the work of translation was ended,
the work of publishing began. There was no printing press to multiply
copies by thousands; the author himself had to see to this. The methods
of publishing a book in that age were various. The more common way was
to place a copy in the ball of some convent, or in the library of some college;
and, if the book pleased, a copy was ordered to be made for theit· use, much
as at this day an artist displays his picture in a hall or gallery, where its
merits find admirers and purchasers. Others set up pulpits at cross-ways,
and places of public resort, and read portions of their work to the audience
that gathered round them, and those who liked what they heard ordered
,copies for themselves. The interest taken in the wOlk enlisted a hundred expert
hands, who, though they toiled to multiply copies, could scarcely supply the
-copies the many were eager to buy. The same copy served several families,
in many instances, and in a short time Wydiffe's Bible had obtained a wide
circulation, and brought new life into many an English home. The hierarchy were struck with consternation; they had comforted themselves with
the thought that, the movement would die with Wycliffe, and they now saw
another instrumentality mightier than Wycliffe had entered the field.
Another preacher was destined to take his place when the reformer's voice
was silent. This preacher they could not kill. He was with silent foot already
iraversing the length and breadth of England, and was executing his
mission, entering the homes and winning the hearts of the people. Though
Wycliffe had lived a thousand years, and occupied himself in preaching
during all of them, he could not have hoped for the good which he now
.saw in hope of being accomplished by the silent action of the ENGLISH BIBLE.
Thus far we trace the revival of Christianity, the dawn of the Reformatioo, which appeared in the majesty of divine truth, and swept away
1;he doctrines of Pelagius, while it opened the eyes of the people to the
corrupt and antichristian practices of the Chm-ch of Rome. Lutterworth,
like humble Bethlehem of old, was the locality from which the widespread blessings of the Gospel issued; but, if Wycliffe were to revisit
his home in the niNeteenth century, he would find Popery what it was in
his day, as we gather from a Roman Catholic organ-the T(~blet
which lately pontained the following advertisement : To 1'HE CHILDREN OF MARY.
DEAR CHILDREN OF MARY,-Please to send to the Rev. E. R. Martin,
Lutterwortb, for ooe of his collecting cards of the Holy Name of Mary for
helping on her votive church. THE ONLY ONE in England built in reparation for the wrongs done to your Holy Mother.
The decay of truth, the spread of Arminianism, the sensational
element introduced by all sects into the so-called worship of God, are all
preparing the way for Popery; therefore we recommend the perusal of this
book to those of our readers who are interested in the state of things at
the present time. God made Wycliffe and the reformers who followed
H H 2

412

The Gospel Magazine.

blessed instruments of spreading His Gospel, and gathering in His
.elect: "As many as were ordained to eternal life believed;" but in every
age of he world the words of eternal truth have been fulfilled,
" Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it."

ECHOES FROM NAZARETH.
" But w7!ile he thought on these tMngs, behold, the angel of the Lord appuwed
unto 7!im."-MATTHEW i. 20.
HARK! turn aside and listen to the sighing of one whose heart seems
breaking, whose burden is heavier than he can bear, who needs a word
of sympathy, and a golden whisper of. pity and comfort. Is it a foolish
fellow of romance mourning his deserved fate? No, for, look, the eve
turns upward, and the murmur of prayer is borne on the breeze. Listen.
" 0 Thou God of Abraham, can it be possible that this is Thy hand?
-that Thou, Lord, hast done it? Oh, how is my name, my father's house
the house of David, disgraced! Why hast Thou left me thus to drink
this bitter, bitter cup? Did I not hear Thee speak to me? Did I not
feel Thee with me? Am I deceived ?--deceived doubly; deceived in all?
-my religion, my prospect so happy, my promises that I thoug-ht were
from heaven, my betrothed wife; yes, even she, she who could talk so
sweetly of Israel's God and His Messiah, and she who could sing so
beautifully the precious Psalms of OUR father David, when we enjoyed
together those happy moments at Jerusalem? And, oh, how real did that
worship seem! Ah! my Mary, how hast thou fallen 1 To what a dreadful
depth of degradation! "
"And Joseph thought on these things "-t~ought while resting his
aching head on the hammer-handle, and gazlllg vacantly out of the
workshop into the open air-CC thought" while the big boiling tear
rolled down his cheek, and the men stood wondering why their master
thus" gave way "-" thought," while dimly his watery eyes seemed to
rest on hundreds of gay and gladsome scenes that were past, and his ear
caught sounds of music, and yet, full of pain and anguish, too; for all
those sunny pictures en eO. in one that would not dissolve away again
into a brighter scene. No; its black outline was indelibly traced in
J oseph's racked mind! and all t~ose words ~f music died away from the
voice of the loved one mto the nOIse of a rushlllg populace and a shouting
mob, with a weak, frail thing being pushed along in front, ~.' the sight of
the cruel stones, and the shriek in the air; all these followed the distressed
and overcome man in every hill in Nazareth, in every bnstle of day, and
in the quiet of night, haunting every moment Olpent in thinking on these
things.
J oseph " thought," but all his thoughts were foes to him, and he stood,
like Cresar, stabbed by the daggers of his supposed friends. Every
thought, attired as a friend, supped at this table of trouble, and left him
bleeding the more for its company after it had gone and he was alone.
Yet, when alone, after they had departed, when the surcharged clouds of
grief were exhausted and the wild sorrow had burst, when the battle
shout had died away, the last troop of cavalry galloped across the plain,
• Mary's SUPloscd crime was pnnished by stoning, according to Moses·slaw.
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the rattle of musjretry ceased, and the pale moon of the passing night
silvered in silence, the scene of sadness-sadness, which after it has
broken the spirit and sobbed the edge of the pang for a little while
away, finds its full vent in a sigh and tones down into a grief calm of
reflection.
In the little judgment-hall of Joseph's mind GOD was tried; but the
defendant was too great for the little court, and was represented, with
Joseph's assent, by the" old man," who spoke instead of God. Hence
they all agreed very nicely; but Oonscience, the foreman of the jury, was
too frightened by Grace in the heart to deliver the verdict aloud, and it
was Whispered by Rebellion within. What it was I shall not write.
Perhaps, dear reader, you have heard it; if so, we must hang down our
heads and blush with shame together. You can read it in Psalm xliv.
12, 13, 17. You see, Joseph judged himself too, and loud enough to
God did he tell the sentence. Reader, did you ever hold such a court?
Did you ever notice what was most absent. Joseph found very little
love, depend upon i~, among all those witnesses-not only love to God but
love to himself. What, say you, love to himself ?-did he not pity himself
enough? Pity himself? Yes, self-pity boiled his heart as tough as the
leviatban's skin (Job. xli. 7, 8), totally insensible to every stroke from
the loving hand of such a God as ours. Self-pity is cruel indeed, and
more akin to hatred than love. J oseph did not love himself enough.
Joseph's love, tenderness, and sympathy were as they always are. Oh,
h=bling mercy, far, far outwitted by the love of Him by whom, blessed
be His name, my life's minutest circumstance is minutely arranged
and well ordered-arranged not by a cruel schoolmaster, cane in hand,
moved by temper and salary, but by my own dear Parent, my Lord,
marred more than any man through His care for me-worthless, ungrateful me! Yes, He arranges and takes great care that in every
trial some" mother's comforting" shall be, and all with that" gentleness"
(mark the word) that David said had made Him" great." Joseph
"thought," and, perhaps, the very thoughts within scared him. When
the floodgate within is opened a lit1.le way, oh, how hard it is to close
again! We stand aghast; and, as (1 think) Berridge says, "When the
tree is stripped of its foliage in the winter of afiiiction, we see the birds'
nests," so do we; but oh, we little thought to see such nests as theseeggs, and not only eggs, but young birds of such a breed as we thought
only dwelt in demons' hearts. Vipers rush fortb, and, lifting their tiny
heads, they spit at Him before whom we had thought they always
trembled. We are shocked at ourselves, and begin to fear at once that
we are wrong somewhere; for we only meant to ask I-lim whether He had
not just made a little mistake, and a thousand rebels rushecl round us of
the ugliest shape and of hell, and we too felt" shocked at the sight," and
straight cried out, "Oan ever God dwell here? "
This was most likely where J oseph tumbled to in his" thoughts on these
things," and, after duly considering these things as a man (mysterious
word, pronounced so proudly in certain quarters lately), with all the
wisdom and dignity of man, he came to a man's conclusion (see verse 19)
-very reasonably, no doubt; but, poor J oseph! how the angels must
have laughed in heaven for what was the cause of all this trouble! Oan
it be believed ?-Jesus! Jesus! The whole of i~ is simply Jesus. How
can we imagine a mightier contrast than the scheme of Joseph and the
scheme of God?

414

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

The scheme of God! Oh, could we but learn, once for all, to say of
the plans of God, "It is high; I cannot attain unto it." How many
millions upon millions of expeditions have started to J;ind out God? At
how muuh rending of the heart have they been fitted out, and what a
dirty crew of conceited, sceptical doubts and fears have manned them!
Started to find out what God means by this, and what He is going to do
by that. But how miserable the mistake, and how mighty the contrast
beheld when revelation at last brltaks forth, shining the arrogancy into
shame and the darkness into glory. The skies above us are illumined
by some mysterious stroke of His hand, the lightning shafts are dartingto some hidden mark, and great convulsions, politically, socially, or personally, are taking place; and see, man sallies forth, with the spade of
reason on his shoulder, to shovel up the dirt and dig among the potsherdsof earth-made laws and logic to find the cause. Why, look at the case
before us, if you and I can. If? Yes, if; for angels have long desired
to look into it (1 Pet. i. 12). Angels cannot make it out-cannot fathom.
it; their mighty intelligence is a line too ShOl't for it. How can we, then,
write of it? The first word is GOD! Oan you fathom that? Oan you
see His heart, catch Him with a hook, and drag Him on your shore?
GOD! Fall, man, fall! Itis too great for us-a name we can only worship and adore-a name that paralyzes our mind to think of measuring. The next word is "love "-God's love. Oan you measure that?'
Man's love is too big for our yard tape to stretch to, for that is sometimes
strong as death, and, if it equals that, we have nothing else larger to
measure it by. But God's love, 0 child of earth-God's love-what is
that? Why should it be? How great is it? Where will it stop? Have
you ever tried to measure it when, in the quiet little room, you shut the
door, locked it, and sat down alone to pore in a rebellious spirit over
some heavy sin that burdened your conscience down to the ground, and
seemed to bar the door of hope and access to God? Yes, you knelt
down to say a prayer over, which you seemed to hate in your heart; and
something choked you, and something buried your face in your hands, and
something said, c. Thomas, reach hither thy fingers, and behold my hand,
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side, and be not faithless, but believing," when you sobbed out, "My Lord and my God; 0
my Lord and my God." And something kept whispering, in "sweeter
sounds than music knows," "My deal' child, my own dear child, wherefore didst thou doubt?" Did you ever try to measure it then? Oh, overwhelming love of God! Oh, river to swim in! Oh, ocean unfathomable!
when shall that blest time arrive when the teazing littleness of my tiny
mind shall be drowned in it !
The next word is "eternity." The eternal love of God. Ah! we can
only look, adore, wonder, and desire to know more about it. We know
that it took its rise far back in eternity; it rose hig-her and higher in the
glorious covenant of gr-ace, and there it was, a mighty river, pent up in
the hidden, unrevealed designs of God's mind, when the time came that
the worlds were framed, and after, when to Moses the tremendous darling scheme of J ehovah was trusted, hidden in types and ceremonies, to
be thus taught and gradually unfolded in a manner peculiarly suited to
his small comprehension. Years roll on, even hundreds. It is pent-up
still. The mighty reservoir, the heart of Jehovah (if we may so speak),
is brimming with love. Yea; it cannot contain it, according to His own
blessed will; for, look, what is that trickling down from the mighty re8er-
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voir in words of love so precious, so sweet? Love has brimmed over; love
has burst out glorious promises and the oaths of God. Yet, stop! see!
wat h! The moment has come at last. Patriarchs, prophets,. saints,
angols! Look! the flood-gates are opened. Heaven is lost in glorious.
excitement. Angels leap to earth to tell men, and seraphs shout in the'
sky. The first tiny stream is appearing in earth from that great spring.
But who is that man beside it pulling over the stones? What, is it
Joseph? What do you make of it? "Ah!" says Joseph, solemn and
grave, "I have thought on these things, and I find it all out to be a sad,
case of adultery-a sad case of adultery-and I mnst put Mary away."
Mighty contrast. But hark, clear reader, and may the melodious echo of
the angelic choir still ring in your ear, while I suggest a perfect harmony j it is the song of one gone yonder.
" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His lVork in vain;

God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

o ye thinking J osephs in the Ohurch of God, God grant you may leave
off' thinking for a moment on what seems to you broken schemes and
destroyed plans, cups full of bitterness, and clouds full of thunder, and
turn to J oseph, and follow his thoughts down into the deep, dark,
imaginary valley that he dug, and look up to yon dazzling height of
what his Father's covenant had arranged. And oh, that you may be able
to climb this height of Zion, and look down upon poor J oseph, weeping
over the first bubbling of the stream that flows now as the mighty river
of grace in the.name of Jesus-what was then the first springing forth
of the pent-up love of God to you and me from all eternity, the cause of
poor Joseph's thinking and sorrow; but, when the" angel appeared,"
right in the centre of the cloud of fancy, and shone away the dim spectres
of the darkness, then it was seen to be the mighty river that
" Wafts salvation down to men,
To sinners and to foes."
Dry your eyes, poor J osephs; it is only Jesus j but in this fancy you
know Him not. The trouble is really a joy; the thunderbolt, the balm
of Gilead; the viper, an angel j your devil, non~ .but your Lord.
H. J. LAWSON.

ME, AN OLD BLIND WARRIOR OF RAIATEIA.-I wished him to tell me
(says Mr Williams) what he thought of himself in the sight of God,
and what was the foundation of his hope. "Oh," he replied, "I have
been in great trouble this morning, but I
happy now. I saw an
immense mountain with precipitous sides, up which I endeavoured to
climb, but when I had attained a considerable height I lost my hold and
fell to the bottom. Exhausted with perplexity and fatigue, I went to a
distance and sat down to weep, and while weeping I saw a drop of blood
fall upon that mountain, and in a moment it was dissolved." Wishing
to obtain his own ideas of what had been presented to his imagination, I
said, "This was certainly a strange sight: what construction do you put
upon it?" " That mountain," said he, "was my sins, rmd the drop
which fell upon it was one drop of the precious blood of Jesus, by which
the mountain of my guilt must be melted away."
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"VICTORY, VICTORY, THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE
LA:M:B."
BEING A FEW PARTICULARS OF THE LAST ILLNESS AND nAPPY DEATH OF
MR. E. P. DOUDNEY, LATE OF SOUTHSEA.

" Welcome, blest hour of full discharge,
That sets my longing soul at large;
Unbinds my chains, breaks up my cell,
And bids me with my God to dwell."
" Nor death nor hell shall ere remove
His favourites from His breast;
In the dear bosom of His love
They must for ever rest."
How forcibly does the now EO common practice of telegraphy remind us
of the truth of Scripture: "Boast not thyself of to-morrow; for thou
knowest not what a day may bring forth;" "Go to now, ye that say,
To-day or to-morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a
year, and buy and sell and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall
be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away."
We had just officiated at a wedding at St. Luke's, Bedminster, on the
morning of Tuesday, June 15, 1875, when a telegram was placed in our
hand, which read thus: ":M:uch worse to-day. All hope you will come
directly. He is looking for you every hour."
None know but those who have experienced it what effect is produced
by a message of this kind. How all-absorbing it is. How completely it
supersedes and sets aside every previous thought or arrangement. How
entirely one feels cast, at such a time and under such circumstances, upon
the providence of God. What those can do who have no knowledge of
God, nor any hope in His mercy, nor any personal familiarity with His
dealings, we are perfectly at a loss to know. Oh, how constantly is He
appealed to, at such times and seasons, by those who have some little
personal acquaintance'with Him, and who, with respect to the past, can
say, "Thou hast known my soul in adversities."
In a recent review of a book which came under our hand, we intimated
that it was a very critical theme for a son, or Dear relative, to write a
memoir of one who had departed. There is a sense, it is true, in which
they are better qualified to do so than comparative strangers. On the
other hand, there is the danger of partiality and affection interfering, so
as to prevent a genuine and unbiassed testimony being given. If, however, these opinions for and against were allowed too much to weigh, no
obituaries whatever would be written; and the consequence would be
that the Church of God would be deprived of much that, in both past and
present times, has contributed, in no small degree, to the instruction and
encouragement of the Lord's pilgrims through a land beset with dangers,
difficulties, and distresses.
Without further preface, we may remark that, under God, we are
greatly indebted to him of whom we are about to write.
When, in the year 1824, at the age of thirteen, we first left our
father's house, we may be said to have been taken charge of by a brother
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who was a little more than six yearil our senior. Well kr..owing, as he
did, the besetments and entanglements that presented themselves in the
pathway of a youth just leaving all the protection and guardianship of a
Christian home, he became the more anxious about us, and most
scrupulously followed up the counsels 'and example of godly parents.
His own home was our expected resort of an evening; in fa~t, ~hen
business was over, we might be said to be scarcely ever out of h1s s1ght,
so intense was his anxiety on our behalf.
Those who are acquainted with our little volume, "Conversations by
the Way," will, probably, remember our 8peaking of appealing to a
brother when first brought under deep conviction of sin and concern about
our soul.
Time and spaceJforbid our going into details. We merely, therefore,
state that, after many years' spiritual communion one with the other, our
brother was the Urst to suggest to us the idea of conducting a magazine.
It was grounded, we presume, upon the fact of our having occasionally
contributed an article to 11 then existing spiritual periodical. His words
so weighed with us as to lead us to think seriously of the subject, insomuch that we drew up a prospectus, with a view of embarking in such a
work. It was just at this juncture that the former editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE was called to his rest; and, within a few months afterwards,
it fell into our hands.
Notwithstanding the relationship which existed between us, perhaps
we may be permitted to say, him of whom we speak was, in one particular especially, no ordinary man. He had an aptitude for introducing
and dwelling upon the theme so very many years near and dear to his
heart which comparatively few possess. His venerable appearance was
a great help to him in this respect. For ourselves we plead guilty to
what, perhaps, in the sight of God, is a sinful shrinking from a bold and
unflinching advocacy of the truth as it is in J esus. We speak now of the
casual meeting or indiscriminate falling in with one's fellow-men in daily
life. We are so afraid of "throwing pearls before swine;" of that holy
name which we revere and love being blasphemed; of personal hastiness
of spirit or an unbecoming retorting upon an opposer of the truth, that,
in travelling especially, we have ofttimes remained silent where perhaps
it behoved us to speak. Doubtless there is a vast amount of pride and
poor creature-self in all this.
But he of whom we speak was remarkably free from all this. W 6 may
give one fact, by way of illustration. So recently as February last we
had gone from Portsmouth to Southampton together by water, and were
returning by rail. Two gentlemen stepped into the compartment of the
carriage in which we were seated. The one had evidently been a great
traveller, and was very communicative. The other (who sat in the
opposite corner of the carriage) was mute, but most attentive to all that
passed. From general topics our brother, with his usual aptitude, broached
the one theme. It was a face to face and conscience to conscience contact. The solemn, the all-important, the irresistible realities 9f eternal
verities, were brought forward with a zeal, a courage, a steadfastness, an
unshrinkingness. at the same time with a persuasiveness and an affection,
which could but commend itself. The talkative traveller (who appeared
to entertain very elastic sentiments as to eternal things), whether conv~nced or .not, answered with becoming respect for age and experience;
hIS 0ppos1te fellow-traveller sat transfixed, as though heeding every word
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that the aged one had advanced. As for ourselves, we alighted from the'
train at Fareham (where we were about to tarry for a couple of hours)
with considerable self-reproach at our lack of zeal and steadfastness, and
with a deep conviction that our brother was clear of the blood of him with
whom he had been conversing-.
The circumstances under which we next met were those for which thetelegram already quoted prepared us. With a most kindly and affectionate
consideration, after he heard we had been telegraphed for, he sent word
that he would rather we did not see him till the next morning, as the
interview would interfere with our night's rest. Early the next day,
however, we were summoned; and the interview was such as exceedod
anything we ever witnessed. It was the most joyous and tril,lmphantyea, glorious-testimony for God and truth to which we had ever listened.
In the calmest, clearest, most deliberate manner, and with a loud, exulting
'Voice, he expressed himself, there being in the room at the time his wife,
one of his sons, two nieces, and ourselves. He alone was the speaker. The
occasion wafl too solemn and impressive for any but himself to attempt
to speak. We sat listening with amazement, attempting through our
tears to jot down his utterances. But this we find we did most imperfectly,
and, glancing at our nQte-book, we see we shall only be able to quote
but little. It was, however, a testimony which baffles description, as those
who heard, independent of ourselves, testified. There was such a power,
such a transport, such a supernaturalness, as baffles human language
to describe. Again and again and again, in the course of his testimony,
he would clap his hands in triumph, and again wave his right hand III
token of victory; and those who sat at the foot of his bed say that at
times his countenance beamed with delight. We sat behind the cUl·t~in,
and noted down as best we (;QuId what fell from his lips. The followmg
are extracts : " Thou art mighty to save, the one living and true God."
" I can say for the truth fifty years. It is easy to say, another thing to
feel."

"Thou art the same now as Thou wast-evernear to bless His own
elect."
"Who was, in fact, beyond every disputing, the Creator I-our own
beloved and ever-to-be-adored Jesus! Mighty to save!"
"Oh, the poor, the lost, the blind-yea, the rebellious also! My own
covenant J ehovah ! "
" With the greatest humility be it spoken (addressin~ himself), And.
who are you? I am nothing in my (here we could not catch the word,
but he must have meant in my natura) or fleshly state) but a mass of
putrid filth. Is that all you have attained to? So much talked-of
others' perfection in the flesh? Yes, alas! alas! that is all. What!
At your age? I, a poor-wretched-miserable:'-lost (I speak it advisedly)
in the presence of a triune God."
(Again looking up.) "The Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether
lovely! "
" What! and is He as dear to you? Sweeter than ever! What is
the wish of the moment? 'Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His
mouth!' What better than the wine of the precious Book-the Book of
books-the Bible? "
" Abraham ! What! do you go back as far as th at? Yea, before
that! ages before that! He said, in the eternal counsels, 'Light, be,'
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and light was! What! do you mean to tell any of the Lord's precious
eternally-loved ones that they were even known then? Yes, al~ glory to
the eternal Three, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! It was then the mighty
transactions took [place] in the whole of this little state."
" Little-faiths! His beloved and eternally admired. Not one iota
of the praise is due to any morta!."
"My ever-precious, never-to-be-forgotten Lord Jesus Christ, in whom
and to whom be eternal praise for invincible grace !"
The foregoing is, as before remarked, extracted from what we hastily
jotted down. He said much more, until, fearing he would be perfectly
exhausted from his already weakened condition, we be30ught him t(}
desist. So greatly had he suffered from indigestion as for two years
previously almost entirely to abstain from animal food. Hence we were
the more surprised at the strength and vigour he now exhibited. As
already stated, his rapture and heavenly exultation were altogether past
description. We felt, therefore, a conviction that some test or trying
ordeal awaited him. We could not think that he ;would pass away in his
then state. And, as we app-rehended, so it came to pass.
The malady under which our dear brother had been suffering was
jaundice. The blood had become poisoned; and, in consequence, the
day after the interview of which we have spoken he became delirious.
From certain remarks which he had made to one and another of his devoted attendants, it was evident he was apprehensive of this. He had,
in plain terms, said that probably such might be the case. Hence he was
the more anxious to deliver his testimony.
Except at certain intervals, he continued in this painful state of delirium, during which he was attended by three men of God, to whom he
had long been greatly attached. These were men of faith and prayer.
Since his death, one of these devoted servants of God-a retired coastguard-said to us, "I had only just come from under the doctor's hands
myself, suffering from disease of the heart; but, during the time I was
with your brot'uer (and he attended him alternately night and day), I
never had so much as a fluttering or the least palpitation of heart."
As the reader will easily imagine, this interval of seven days was
painful and distressing in the extreme. The prevailing wish of all was
that the Lord would be pleased to vouchsafe a return of consciousness,
and then peacefully take him to Himself. The doctor intimated that, at
his age, even if restored to a measure of health, his reawn might be impaired during the residue of his days; and he had already passed his
threes:ore years and ten. In answer to our inquiry, Dr. J. said that,
" unless he obtained sleep and quiet, he must become exhausied and
die." " For seventy hours," one of his two SODS: stated, "nothing whatever passed his lips but a teaspoonful of milk." In .fact, how he was
sustained, as a previously stout, robust man, during the last two or three
weeks of his life, was marvellous.
As best expressive of our own state of mind at this painful juncture,
we will here insert a pencil jotting made at the time : A LEAF FROM MY NOTE-BOOK, UNDER DATE SUNDAY, JUKE 20, 1875.
I made very free with Thee, Lord, during the waking hours of the
past night, but Thou knowest it was a time of real extremity about my
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poor brother. I trust that it was of Thyself and by Thyself I was
enabled to wrestle with Thee. Lord, what a mercy and what a privilege
I felt it to be that Thou art the same God now as when Jacob wrestled
with Thee, and that the very; scenes then depicted were pattern scenes,
and Jacob's a pattern prayer. Thou art prepared, Lord, to act towards
Thy poor children now in the selfsame way as that in which Thou didst
deal with the patriarch; for Thou didst not love him then more than
Thou dost love Thy children now. I delight, Lord, to think. and to tell
Thee too, that Thy Word declares that 'whatsoever was written aforetime was written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort
of the Scriptures might have hope." .
Lord, the comfort that this portion of Thy blessed Word has been
to me, times innumerable, I cannot express. By it I feel that poor
sinners like myself are warranted to adopt it. Hence, Lord, I would
plead with Thee upon the very ground that Jacob did; and, as Thou
knowest, I did feel it blessed in the night-season to contemplate the
power which Thou didst infuse into Thy servant, by which he was
enabled and emboldened to say to Thee, in answer to that saying of
Thine, "Let me go, for the day breaketh," "I will not let Thee go
except Thou bless me."
Oh, Lord, I did venture to say the same; and I did venture, moreover,
to say in what I would have Thee bless. I felt it was a sweet record,
"And He blessed him there "-there in the trouble spot-there in the
place of deep and painful exercise-there where driven to his wits' end,
where flesh and heart did verily fail. And I ventured to aek "l'hee, Lord,
to restore my poor brother to a state of consciousness; and then, if it were
Thy blessed will, to enable him to say calmly and composedly, as J acob did,
" I have waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord;" and as the blessed Simeon,
"Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy
word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." Yea, Lord, inasmuch as
during the past week he expressed an earnest desire that he might this
Sabbath be in heaven, I ventured to ask Thee, if it were Thy will, and
if it were not dictating to Thee, that he might depart in peace, and that
he might enter upon his eternal rest and everlasting inheritance on this
very day, the twenty-eighth anniversary of my ordination.
Lord, with respect to my brother's present state of delirium, I found it
very sweet to tell Thee, in the night-season, of Thy wondrous doings
in regard to the poor man that dwelt among the tombs by the Sea of
Gadara. Ob, how wondrous was Thy power with respect to him! How,
at Thy word, the devils came out of him, and how speedily and effectually
didst Thou bring him to "sit at Thy feet, clothed and in his right mind."
What place is there like the feet of Jesus? Well might that poor man
desire that he might be with Thee, Thou most loving and gracious Lord.
Oh, how great was the grace that Thou didst thus manifest.
Then, Lord, I found it a sacred privilege to remind Thee of Thy
dealings with the poor man who came to Thee about his son, and said,
" If Thou canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us." How
lovingly and tenderly didst Thou deal with that poor man. "If thou
canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth." " And
straightway the father of the child cried out, Lord, I believe; help Thou
my unbelief."
I found, too, dearest Lord, much sweetness and preciousness in
bringing before Thee Thy dealings with the nobleman whose son was
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sick at Capernaum. I fell under that rebuke, "Except ye see signs and
wonders, ye will not believe." "Sir, come down ere my child die."
"Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that
Jesus had spoken unto him, and went his way." Such was the divine
llower that attended the rebuke, and such the savour of Thy word of
assuring pity and compassion, that he believed in the absence of sign or
token. " And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and
told him, saying, Thy son liveth. Then enquired he of them the hour
when he began to amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh
hour the fever left him. So the father knew that it; was at the same
hour in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself
believed, and his whole house."
How blessed, moreover, dearest Lord, was the contemplation of Thy
dealings with the poor Syrophrenician woman. At first Thou didst
" answer her not a word;" and Thy disciples" besought Thee to send her
away; for (said they) she crieth after us." But Thou saidst, "I am not
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then came she and
worshipped, saying, Lord, help me." "It is .not meet to take the
children's bread, and to cast it to dogs." She fell under it. She was
content to be reg-arded as naught but a poor Gentile dog; and upon this
very ground would crave a blessing. "Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of
the crumbs which fall from their masters' table." 0 woman, great is
thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt." And who gave her that
faith, Lord, but Thyself? And then, having given it, Thou didst honour
it, by saying, in substance, "There, then, have it all thy own way; I
cannot refuse thee." "And her daughter was made whole from that very
hour."
And then, Lord, in the night-season, how sweetly encouraging was
the case of the poor woman who had an issue of blood twelve years, and
who had spent all her living upon physicians, and who, instead of getting
better, the rather grew worse. Said she, as she came behind Thee in the
l)ress, "If I may but touch the hem of His garment, I shall be whole."
Saidst Thou, "Who touched me?
Somebody hath touched me,
for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me. And when the woman saw
that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before Him,
she declared unto Him before all the people for what cause she had
touched Him, and how she was healed immediately. And He said unto
her, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole; go
in peace."
Oh, Lord, Thou knowest how sweet were these meditations during my
waking hours; but, nevertheless, I could not obtain a sign or token or
direct pramiEe from Thee with regard to the matter which was so pressingupon my heart. Upon that subject I was still left in the dark. Yet how
suitable were the words given me upon the moment of waking this
morning: "He will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry:
when He heareth, He will answer thee." This, to:!, was followed with
equally precious words: "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is
mighty: He will save, He will rest in His 10Ye, He will rejoice ovel'
thee with singing."
BIessed be the Lord for His own holy home-and-heart-spoken words.
Lord, help me now to fall into Thy hand; with a "Do as Thou bast
said;" "Be it unto me according to Thy word." Lord, I would watch.
and wait the development of Thy will.
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SECON1J PENCIL JOTTING.

Sunii(/lY, JttnC 27th.-I have just read the foregoing for the first time
since it was penned; and I am struck with the merciful and gracious
way in which the Lord has condescended to answer the requests therein expressed. I find with regard to the desire that my dear brother
might testify, ere the Lord took him to Himself, that "he had seen His
salvation," the Lord literally fulfilled; for it was one of the identical
passages he endeavonred to quote but a short time before he passed
away.
And oh! what mercy I see in that my dear wife and I were not permitted to return home on Friday, as intended. Had the summons from the
sick-chamber reached us tb,ree hours later, or had the return of my dear
brother's consciousness been delayed that time, we should have left, and,
eonsequently, I should have been deprived of the wondrous scenes I
was permitted to witness on that never-to-be-forgotten day, and which I
now subjoin as pencilled down in the sick and dying chamber.]
NOTES IN THE SICK-ROOM, AFTER BEING CALLED
MORNING, JUNE 25.

Up

EARLY ON FRIDAY

Dear brother was perfectly conscious, and knew me at once.
., You are not afraid of death, dear brother?"
" Of COU?-SC not," was his reply. He treated it as a thing of naught.*
Hc said, " Sing."
They ~ang with difficulty, "Grace, 'tis a charming sound."
As he was suffering pain, I reminded him of how soon he would be
where all pain has ceased.
Before I went in he had asked one of the male attendants Ca good
man) to " say a word to the Lord."
Now and then he would open wide his eyes, and, looking up, smile as
though he saw a something supernatural.
At one time, thus looking up at the ceiling, he exclaimed, "Beantiful !"
He asked that I would say a few words in prayer. He remained
perfectly calm, and responded, "Amen."
His thirst was painful, and he repeatedly asked for water. I reminded
him of Jesus saying, "I thirst!" and of their giving Him vinegar to
drink, mingled with gall.
When I spoke of Christ's sufferings, it seemed to have such a soothing,
quieting effect upon him.
I reminded him of what OUl~ dear brother George had saicl when he
was in his position" How can I sink with such a prop
As bears the world and all things up ?"

I likewise reminded him of what our dear sister Eliza said to me under
his the~. . circumstances: "This light ~:ffiiction, which is b~t for a moment,
worket,;. for us a far more exceedmg and eternal weIght of glory."
.., It ~eems as though we should never forget the matter-of-fact way in which our
departed brother then spuke. The words have, as it were, rung in our ears ever since
" OF COURSE NOT;" as much as to say, "How could you have such a thought? I hav~
not the slightest fear whatever."

Th~

423

Gospel Magazine.

She said, "It is an eternal weight of glory!" He fully entered into
these remarks.
I reminded him that he was, like Simeon, waitin~ for the Consolation
,of Israel; and like dear old J acob, when he said, "I have waited for Thy
salvation, 0 Lord."
When I returned to his room, about eleven o'clock, after a short
absence, I made the attempt to repeat that precious verse of the beloved
Dr. vVatts" J eSllS can make a dying bed,"
but I felt so choked for utterance that I could not get beyond the first
line. He, however, smiled most sweetly, and, taking up the verse,
instantly added"Feel'soft as downy pillows are."
I at once felt that, had I personally witnessed naught else but that
smile, and heard those wcrr& fall from his lips, I was abundantly repaid
for the painful suspense I had undergone during the past week.
He was the subj ect of much pain and discomfort; but, notwithstanding,
he dozed at frequent intervals for a quarter or half-an-hour together.
Turning towards me, he said with much feeling, "Oh, my brother!"
I replied, "It will soon be over, dear brother; you are in the hands of
-the good Physician-the' Brother born for adversity '-the' Friend that
sticketh closer than a brother.''' I reminded him that there was no sting
left, quoting the words, "0 death, where is thy sting?" &c.
I said, "You will soon see Him as He is; and, oh, what a sight!
Not the Man of Sorrows now ! "
He fully fell in with what I said.
When I quoted the words of the Psalmist, "As for me, I will behold
'Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy
likeness," he exclaimed (said two who were present, but I did not
-catch the word) "1 shall, I shall."
One of the three devoted men in attendance, watching as I did breath
after breath, expecting it might be the last, passed the Bible across the
bed to me, putting his finger upon the last verse of Gen. xlix., as much
as to say, "It is this old scene just being enacted over again."
~t-

..;;,.

oJ.!.

..y.

-;.~

.;.~

.;:..

Sitt£ng by dear brat/IM" s beds£de.-Breath after breath seems as though
it would be the last. I say to myself, What is death, after all? He
(the departing one) is now and then a little uneasy-that's all. Almost
immediately he sinks again into a doze. In gout I have suffered ten
times all that the loved one appears to be suffering. I never had anything more to remind me of what a simple thing it is to die as far as the
act of dying. The Lord grant that I may not lose sight of this when
the enemy comes in like a flood about the article,of death. Oh, one in
the blessed condition of this dear departing one may well give the
noble-yea, the triumphant-challenge, "0 death, where is thy sting?
o grave, whore is thy victory?" All the sting-all the curse-all the
wrath were in the cup which our glorious Deliverer drank to the very
dregs, not leaving so much as a drop for any poor sensible sinner who is
brought by grace and power divine to look alone to Him for health and
cure.
%

~

*

%

*"

*'

~!.

Even£ng.-Had left him but a short time when he sent for me to co~e
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and pray with him. After prayer, to which, as he was wont, he added his
earnest" Amen! " he made an effort to sveak. None could understand
what he said. At length I said, "Is it 'Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation? ,,, "Yes," was his reply, with all the strength he could command.
From time to time I repeated many passages of the Word to him, and
then, as they bore upon his case, I said, "Is not that it?" To one in
particular (I forget now which it was) he said, "Yes-yes-yes-yes " most.emphatically. When I was in the act of quoting the words, "They
shall walk with Him," he took it up and said, "in white," showing how
clear his mind was, notwithstanding the long and distressing" ordeal
through which he had passed.
When I repeated the first verse of that precious hymn, " Awake, my
soul, in joyful lays, " at one of the lines my memory failed, but he at once
prompted me; and, when I asked him if I should read the hymn, he said
" he knew it."
He then asked us to sing, and began himself to sing as well as his poor
faltering breath would enable him,
" Come, let us join our cheerful songs
With angels round the throne."
After his two sons, the man iu attendance, and I, had sung two or three
hymns, to which he listened with deep interest, occasionally lifting his
hand in response, he struck up himself to the utmost of his power"Praise God, from whom all blessings f1.0~."
. When I quoted John, xiv. 1, I said, "There's a mansion prepared for
you, is there not?" "Yes," was his emphatic reply. When I repeated
Heb. xii. 1, I said, "He began, and He has maintained, your faith, and
now He is about to 'finish' it, is He not?" "Yes," he said, in the same
earnest and conclusive way. " Have you any fault 10 find with Him?"
" No." " Hath He not done all things welli''' " Yes." When I said,
"You will soon join the' general assembly and Chm·ch of the firstborn,'
and will sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of
our Father," he seemed greatly cheered and animated.
I make these jottings in his sick-chamber, where, at long and frequent
sittings during the day, I have at times watched, expecting nearly every
breath to be his last, but again and again has he revived. I have called
it the sick-chamber. I can scarcely name it the dy1·ng one; for, as we
sang his favourite hymns, "Grace, 'tis a charming sound;" "For ever
with the Lord," it really scarcely seemed to be a sick-much less a dying
-chamber. It was of life-spiritual and eternal life-we were singing;
and this carried at least my heart and mind above and beyond time and
its trials, death and its pains.
After we had sung, "For ever with the Lord," I said to him,
"You could never sing before, dear brother, as you can now, 'A
day's march nearer home.' And wltat a home you're going to, dear
brother! " There was at once the same intelligent response. " Would
you come back?" I added. "No," was his most emphatio reply.
When first he asked us to sing, it seemed next to an impossibility
under such circumstances; consequently, I said to him, "Dear sister
Louisa asked them, when she was dying, to sing, 'On JOl'dan's stormy
banks I stand,' but Brother LANE said, 'We can't sing, my dear; we will
read it to you;" and I then took the hymn-book and read the hymn,
"Awake, my soul, in joyful lays." When I came to the verse,
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" Soon shall I pass the gloomy vale,
Soon all my mortal powers must fail ;
Oh, may my last expiring breath
His lovingkindness sing in death,"

I reminded him that he never could sing that before as now.
.
Just at this juncture, one of the devoted attendants on the Opposite
side of the bed commenced a song of praise. The key-note tlnn given,
hymn after hymn followed; so that the idea of fear and death and gloom
was completely dispelled.
The most painful part of the scene was his attempt to swallow a draught
of water from time to time. This gave him such pain in his chest. In
the midst of his weakness and weariness, I reminded him of the triumphant " Hallelujah!" with which the dear departing JOHN WARBURTON
closed his career.
The quieting, soothing effect of a reminder of this kind, or a short
prayer or hymn only, was most remarkable.
AnDENDA.

We had changed our position in the sick-room, whilst jotting clown the
latter part of the preceding memoranda, and were seated in a chair on the
opposite side of the bed. One of his two Rons (who had attended him
most devotedly throughout his illness, and whom it was most affecting to
see making every effort to soothe their dying father, as they sang through
their tears) came into the room at this moment. We .remarked to him,
" This is not like a dying chamber. We may well say, upon witnessing
such a sight, 'Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be
like his.''' Looking up at the departing one at the moment, we l'emarked,
"I think his breath is shorter." "I don't think he is conscious," was
the reply. We immediately rose, and, passing round to the side of the
bed, saw at once that the breathing was weaker and slower.
We felt assured then that the time of his departure was vei'y near; and
we were resolved (the Lord strengthening us) to watch the drawing of the
last breath-a sight from which we naturally shrink, and which we have
never witnessed more than half-a-dozen times in our whole life. We
were frightened as a boy at sight of the dead body of an aged uncle, and,
as a consequence, a shrinking from seeing a corpse has followed us all
through life. Still, in the present instance, it was our earnest wish and
prayer (if the Lord's will) that we might be present up to the laRt moment.
Several gathered round our dear brother's bed. Singularly, within the
last few minutes of the termination of his life, his much-esteemed minister (the Rev. T. W. Medhurst) came in, and waited and watchecl till all
was over. This was the first death he had ever witnessed; and, affectionately shaking us by the hand as we left the room, he exclaimed,
" Absent from the body, present with the Lord."
During the last few minutes that we stood by our dear brother's bedside, we thought, two or three times, that he was really gone. His
breathing appeared to have ceased. Again, however, there was breath
after breath for a little. Then again therfl was a pause. Then, in the
gentlest way, breath after breath followed, when presently there was the
slightest gurgling sound, just like that of the last flicker of the candlewick in the socket, two tiny heaves 'of the shoulder, and all was over!
Strange as it may seem, although there was neither sigh, groan, distorI I
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tion, nor struggle, yet that simple upheaving of the shoulders (although
so gentle) gave us more the idea of death, as to the article of dying, than
aught else. It brought to our mind the last look of a dear departing one,
just four-and-thirty years before. She was the first we ever saw pass
away. And, although so marvellously supported and upheld as we were
throughout that never-to-be-forgotten day, that last glimpse served to
revive old tremulous feelings, 'r,nd to bring on renewed deep travail of
(lOU!.

Well, after all, it is a solemn thing to die! If those who have" a good.
hope through g-race" believe it to be so; if those who have some personal
knowledge of Him who is the Resurrection and the Life find it to be so,
and who, out of the depths of a full heart, exclaim, "Forsake me not
when my strength faileth;" oh, what may those well feel who have no
bands in their death; no hope in His mercy; no saving knowledge of
"Him whom to know is life eternal! "
•
REFLECTIONS.

1. In reviewing the facts detailed in the procedin g pages, we are led t<>
the conduRion that there was in the mind of our departed brother a desirefor some very marked impression to be made by his death. The spiritual
welfare of his two sons had, for many years, laid very near his heart,
and we think it is bighly probable that he thought the closing scene or
his earthly career mig-ht, under God, prove instrumental in their conversion. Our belief in this particular is strengthened by the fact that he
Tepeatedly alluded to Samson, in conversation with one of his devoted
attendants, who" slew at his death more than they which he slew in his
life." Now, whatever may have been the feelings of our departed'.
brother in this respect, we contend that God will not, in the least wise,
be dictated to as to His leadings of, or dealings with, His children.
He almost invariably takes a directly opposite course to that which they
conceive or desire.
2. The ecstatic state in which we found our dear brother, in our first
Interview, during his last illness, led us, as we have already stated, t<>
a belief that the rapture and the triumph then exhibited would have t()
be tested. We thought that some trying ordeal awaited him. So the
sequel proved. A more distressing seven days and nights could scarcely
be imagined than those he passed during his state of delirium.
3. Knowing how common it is with the children of God ardently t()
wish for some very bright and blessed manifestation at the ha,nd of God,
so that all doubts and fears may be silenced thereby, we feel it incum'bent on us to make special comment upon this case. Whilst we have no
wisb, on the one band, to nurse the doubts and fears of the Lord's
children, nor any wish, on the other hand, to say aught that should
Tender any reader contented to sit down under an educational faith, or a
merely cold, dry, formal assent or consent to the verities of our common
salvation; yet we must, at the same time, say that on seeking for such
a deliverance-such a manifestation-such a display of covenant love and
favour, it is likely, without corresponding grace, to lead the recipient to
:rest in the gift rather than in the Giver! To rejoice in the manifestation,
instead of reposing in Him who IS the source and spring, the sum and
substance, of the same. We are quite aware of the delicacy of the point
upon which we are now touching. Some of our readers will be at a 10sSl
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to discover the danger, in the intensity of their anxiety for a revelation of
1) a1'd 011, and a sensible discharge from bondage and captivity under a
realization of guilt and condemnation. Others, however, who have
xpel'ionc d that deliverance will know the distinction and the danger of
which wo speak.
.
4. 'fho cases of two of our aged brethren and readers who have,
within tho last few weeks, been called to their rest, convince us how
mat rially the Lord's children may be mistaken in their conceptions of
the Lord's dealings with His people. Such was their literal knowledge
of the Word-such their insight into it-and so completely was the truth
as it is in Jesus their meat and their drink, that we, in our shortsightedness, should have imagined that their end would have been most triumphant. Instead of which, both were long under a dense cloud, ere the
Lord took them to Himself. Wherea the instances are not a few in
which many a poor and trembling one, throughout hi" earthly pilgrimage.
is the subject of light and peace and joy in the otherwise dark" valley
of the shadow of death."
5. Hence what we have so recently witnessed, and a calm consideration of various cases with which we have been familiar, bring
us per oually to this conclusion-not to crave at the Lord's hand those
very bright and blessed manifestations of which we have spoken, but
rather a stayed, settled, immovable resting in and reposing upon tile God
of our salliation. A well-taught one said, at the closing-up of her
careor, "I am trust1'ng, not triumphing." Now, there is no passage we
more frequently quote than Isaiah xxvi. 3: "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 'fhee, because he trusteth in Thee."
Again, Isaiah xxxii. 17, 18, is very preciaus: "And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever. And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and
in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting-places." Moreover, 1 Peter v. 10,
is most blessed. Now, beloved, it is this settled peace, this divine calm,
this quiet reposing upon the bosom of a faitlifttl covenant God 1'n Christ, that
we personally crave, both for our little day of life and the hour and
article of death.
6. We write, dear readers, as you are well aware, for your sakes, as
well as our own. Hence, whilst we invite your prayerful attention to our
pencil-jottings in the sick-chamber about what was death after all (for it
seemed as nothing); yet, as we have stated, that final movement, at
the very last instant, trifling as it was-the mere momentary shrug of
the shoulders-presented the whole matter under a very different phase.
It looked like death, after all. One's old travail came on. And oh, what
a wretclwd scepticism followed! We dare not attempt to write what we felt
the. next day. In part, no. doubt, it was the reaction after the strain to
which the nervous system had been for some days subjected, but especially
during the many hours passed at our brother's bedside the last day of
his life.
7. But now, what is th~ summing up? Listen! That the LORD HIMSELF
wt'U oe the Object and SuoJect! He will not allow His dealings or dt"spensa.
tions to be suostituted for HIMSELF! He is the Resurrection and the Life!
He will have us know it-feel it-rejoice in it! He will not have us
make light of death, or look complacently into the grave, but as we contemplate both the one and the other, t"n, oy, and through HIM! It is off
from the creature we must look; it is from toth creature feelings and
I I
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creature facts we must be diverted to a steadfast looking to and laying
hold upon HIM! The destruction of death and the grave, as promised in
Hosea xiii. 14, must be recognised and rejoiced in, as we contemplate
that Omnipotent I four times declaring Himself in that one passage; "I
will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from
death: 0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destructien: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes." It must, dear reader,
we repeat, be a CHRIST-LOOKING and a CHRIST-RESTING! He is-He
emphatically must be-the all and in all! No signs, no tokens, no deliverances, no experiences, however blessed, hopeful, and encouraging in their
place, can, in the least measure or degree, be substitutes for HIMSELF!
No, no, no! CHRIST, we repeat, must be the all and in all!
8. Pride and the creature -will intrude where they can. However
previously our brother had exulted and triumphed over death and the
grave, yet he was afresh to feel his absolute need of strength from on Mgh even
up to the very last ! We shall never forget his occasional turning to us with
his dying eye, and the touching appeal, "Oh, my brother!" We fflU
our helplessness, and could only again and again commend Him to the
great and good. Physician, the "Brother born for adversity." In the intensity of his weakness and exhaustion, scarcely anything but a little
water having passed his lips for a fortnight, and when, in his plaintive
and wearied look, he seemed to say, "What shall I do?" we remember
quoting the lines," Yet a season(and, oh, how short that season !)and we know
Happy entrance shall be given;
All your sorrows left below,
And earth exchang'd for heaven."
At another time we remarked, "Dear mother wrote to me nearly fifty
years ago, 'It is a warfare, but the Lord has promised complete victory
through the blood of the Lamb! '." How soothing did those few words
prove; and, as probably we have before remarked, we were particularly
!'truck with the quieting effect a short prayer, or a hymn, or a passage of
Scripture, immediately had upon his mind. On going to the house, on one
occasion, during the time of his delirium, when he had had no sleep during
the previous day or night, one of his sons said, "There's just been a
wonderful answer to prayer. In the midst of father's delirium, Hill
(one of the sick one's devoted attendants) came in and knelt down, and
prayed; and father directly fell asleep, and is still sleeping."
9. Whilst in the act of writing these few reflections, we have had a
short conversation with a brother minister. In the earlier part of his
ministry, there being no medical man near his sphere of labour, and he
having personally given (as many young ministers have done) a good deal
of attention to medicine, was called to render medical aid to some considerable extent to the sick and dying. His testimony was most COllfirmatory of the views expressed in the foregoing reflections. The
reaction, too, of which we have spoken he had himself most painfully
experienced. He had spent whole nights with the sick and dying, and
many had passed away in his arms. After seeking to minister consolation to them, no sooner had they departed than he (through the assaults
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of Satan, in umson with the scepticism and infidelity of the human
heart) stood himself in direct need of consolation and support. And the
only way (according to his own testimony) in which he could obtain comfort was in casting himself upon the Lord, as his only hope and support,
both in a living and for a dying hour.
10. Touching upon the desolation, the dreariness, that peculiar solitude and loneliness which follow the accompaniment of a fellow-pilgrim
down to the brink of the Jordan, we have not a doubt (notwithstanding the
8p rial season with which he had been previously indulged) that the
prophet Elisha was the subject of agonizing feelings and inexpressible
anguish in connexion with the position thus described: "And it came to
pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asundel'; and
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he
cried, My father, my father! the chariot of Israel and the horsemen
thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes
and rent them in two pieces. He took up also the mantle of Elijah that
fell fJ.·om him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; and he
took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and
said, Where i~ the Lord God of Elijah ?"
11. In answer to a remark which we made to the dear ministerial
friend Ilnd brother to whom we just now alluded, as to those who were most
timid Ilnd fearful during life in the prospect of death being most cheerful and happy when they came to die, he mentioned one case, .in parcular, in proof that such was the fact, as having come under his own
personal observation. In the earlier part of her illness, a certain young
person had expressed the greatest possible dread of death and the grave.
He sought again and again to allay her fears, by assuring her of the
Lord's presence and all-sufficiency; he, at the same time, endeavoured to
lead her mind to a casting herself upon the Lord, and to leaving all the
details of a dying hour with Him. At length, and when near the close,
she testified that the Lord had taken all her fears away. At his last
visit, he said, she was in the act of standing and washing her hands.
After praying with her, and intimating that he hoped' soon to call and
see her again, she, in the calmest possible way, expressed her belief that
this was their last interview. So comparatively well and composed was
she that he could not think so. However, having left her to fulfil other
engagements during the day, he found her opinion to have been wellgrounded. Shortly after her minister had left her she peacefully passed
away.
12. One more observation, and we have done. If there be anxiety and
concern in the prospect and in the article of death, in the case of such
as have long known and followed the Lord; if they feel they have but
barely strength enough, and not one particle to spare; what about those
who know nothing saving and experimentally of the Lord God of Israel?
Reader, well may the Apostle Peter exclaim, "If the righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?"
(To be continued.)

THERE is no mouth into which God cannot put words; and how often doth
He choose the weak and unwise to confound the learned and mighty!
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"SUFFERING WITH LONG PATIENOE."
( Continual from page 372.)
March 26th, Good Friday.-Mamma and I went to church together, but,
excepting a little conversation I had with her in the evening, I did not
enjoy anything all day. It is one of my troubles that I can speak so
little of my glorions Ohrist. Oh, that He were always in my thoughts, so
that out of the abundance of my heart my mQuth might speak.
March 29th.-Oh, I fear that I attempt to fight in my own strength. I
try to set things right by doing this and that, without looking to the Lord
to bless it. Sometimes I think I am leading a lazy, self-indulgent life.
Lord, I come to Thee, to ask Thee to show me what Thou wouldst have
m9 to do, and give me wisdom to act iu the circumstances in which Thou
hast placed me. When I see a thing is right, enable me to do it, however mortifying it may be to the flesh. Lord, spare me not, make me
Thine at any cost. May I glorify Thee in my body and spirit! That
word of Thine, "Ohrist died for the ungodly," must ever be all my plea.
April 8th.-The portion I read this morning was from these words,
"Having a desire to depart and be with Ohrist." Oh, that I were free
from a body of sin, free from a corrupt nature and evil inclinations; but
only death will set me free. Oh, then, may I be looking forward to the
hour of my departure. My faith is very, very weak. I do long perfectly
to love my God, I do want to serve Him; but I groan under a sinful,
weak body, that is always opposing these desires, and last night, through
feeling great faintness, I could not join in prayer at all; and, when that is
not the case, there is always some earthly thing, and very rare are the
moments that I enjoy communion with my God. Lord. give me the faith
thine Apostle had. I would desire to depart and be with Thee.
April 13th.-I have been reading the Rev. G. Doudney's sermon on
"To-morrow we die." Oh, may I be daily seeking those things which
shall make death appear to me, as it is to the child of God, the greatest
blessing! Lord, I pray to remember in all my earthly engagements, "Tomorrow I die." Evening.-Lord, I thank Thee that Thou hast appointed
my lot at a time when Thy precious Word is free and accessible to all.
"0 may these sacred pages be
And still new beauties may I see,
My ever dear delight;
And still increasing light."
April 26th.-Ob, if this heart could feel, I think I should be almost in
despair; I have so much of the spirit of the world. I cannot read or pray
but worldly thoughts will intrude. I want, as I get older, to be more
separated from the world in heart and conversation. Lord Jesus, do
Thou reveal Thyself to me; then I shall be so taken up with Thee that
earthly things will not distress, delight, or annoy me. 0 Lord, am I
making to myself idols? am I indulging in any besetting sin? Oh, leave
me not to take my own way, and bring me to Thyself.
May 6tl~.-All the views I have of the truth are so cloudy and confused, and retained for such a short time. Holy Spirit, be pleased to give
me a deeper, clearer insight into divine mysteries. I know it is only" in
Thy light I can see light."
May 9t7~, Sunrlay.-I have been alone this morning. Mamma andA-at church. Mind wandering-affections cold. Not able to grasp much of
what I 'have read, though just a gleam now and then. I read Deuteronomy
seventh and eighth, where I see the Israelites were forbidden all com-
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munion with the idolatrous nation. What a wise restriction! 0 Lord, keep
me from" mingling amor..g· the heathen and learning their works." I want
to be as separate from the world now as I know I shall wish to be in
~ternity, but such an evil heart have I that draws me into all sin.
Nay 14th.-Lord, I do feel there is such a danger in the hour of
tempor 1 prosperity of my heart being set on the fading things of timeset on the very things I must part with-and I know not how soon. Oh,
I do cry to Thee to help me.
.
May 23rd.-Mamma and I went yesterday to Beresford Chapel, and
heard Mr. Groves preach from Isaiah ix. 6, 7. We returned home in
the evening. What a dear privilege it is to have the Word of God! And
how much of its meaning is unfolded by God's Spirit-taught servants.
Oh, may I be enabled by the same Spirit to live, daily realizing the truths
I heard yestel'day: "Unto me a Child is born, unto me a Son is given."
Why should I ever want to have anything in myself, when God has
given me His Son?
Ma,!! 26th.-Jesus has been felt to be most precious lately, though still
much sin has been felt. But in vaiu the foe accuses when I can have the
faintest view of Him who" was manifested to take away our sin." 0
precious Lord, let me walk in the light of Thy countenance.
June 6th.- Very weary of worldly talk. Oh, for the time when I shall
never speak another idle word! I feel tied and bound with the chain of my
sins, and cannot free my mind fi.. om worldly thoughts. Oh, happy portion
those have who have little earthly prosperity, but are often favoured
to walk in the light of the King's countenance. 0 Lord, remember me,
poor vile me, with" the favour that Thou bearest unto Thy people." I
feel often a "helpless lump of sin." 0 Lord, I would cry unto Thee, if I
could. "Lord, save, or I perish."
June 13th, Sabbath Morning.-Lord, bless me this day. 0 Spirit of
Truth, come unto me and testify of Jesus. Show me the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge, which are hid in Him. Open my lmderstanding,
that I may understand the ScriptlU·es. Oh, that I may be abstracted from
worldly cares and pleasures this day, so that I may say at its close, "My
meditation of Him has been sweet." 0 Lord, without Thee all is death
in the soul; quicken me, and I will call upon Thy name.
•Tune 18th.-My soul is mourning over a cold, lifeless, worldly, apathetic
frame, and how little do past experiences suffice. I want a fresh view of
J" esus' work-the renewing of the Holy Ghost. I cannot understand those
who speak of having once come to Jesus. I would be ever coming. Sometimes I doubt whether I have ever come at all; for I have lost all sense
of pardon and acceptance, though still the promise stands-et Him that
(Jometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." Even the writings of God's
people often confuse the mind. 0 Lord, I thank Thee for thine own
Word. Oh, give me an understanding heart.
June 27tlb.-Most beautiful weather, and I am very well in health, but
far off from my God-very far in experience. For the most part I am in a
dull,:insensible state of mind-no love, no light, no contrition for my continual wanrlerings, no sorrow for my dreadful ingratitude. I seem to feel
nothing. 0 Lord, if I am one of Thy children, 'fhou dost intend me to
learn some lesson from all that I pass through. Oh, let me cleave to the
Rock Christ Jesus, and then I shall not fear the change and ebbings of
the tide around. But it is not so with me. I cannot rest on Him. Oh,
enable me to come to Him, as one says, "whether it be night or day, ill
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my experience." But, alas! when it is night, the beasts of the forest
Jreep forth, and my heart is filled with pride, vanity, and worldliness.
Lord, crush the evils within. Oh, the sins of my whole life often come
before me-one life of sin. nothing but sin!
June 30th.-I was persuaded to spend the evening with some worldly
friends last night. It was not without a great deal of pressure and a
struggle I went, knowing I was acting wrongly; and partly wishIng
to please, and fearing I might be laughed at for staying away, I
complied. Thus have I again shown my weakness and want of decision.
I was justly punished for my foolishness; for I fainted in the evening,
and many unpleasant things occurred. Oh, how I longed for the quiet
room, as I sat there amongst all the noise; and before I went it seemed
like giving up Christ for the world. Oh, this dreadful sin of vanity! Lord,
keep me from taking the first wrong step, and give me firmness and
decision. Oh, what war goes on within! And I cannot ask to be kept
from temptation when I am running into it. May those words be ever engraven on my heart: "The friendship of the world is enmity with God."
I know it, but stillI give in. Oh, may this be a lesson for the time to
come!
July 8tlt.-Just one glimpse have :i had of Christ as the revelation of
the Father; and to think that I should have my portion in that glorious
Christ, and so many, many left to perish in their sins. Oh, it is because
Thou art so little known that I love Thee so little.
July 25th.-I am alone this Sabbath evening. Oh, that I might have
some thoughts of Him who is the Hope of Israel, and the Saviour thereof.
Precious word, the Savio~tr! Binners like I am, who feel quite lost in
themselves, do love to hear of a Saviour. "His name shall be called
Jesus; for He shall save His people from their sins "-these sins that
press so heavily on the conscience; and I need the daily application of
His precious blood by the Holy Spirit; for daily do I wander from my
God, daily does the flesh triumph. So many hours of the day is my
mind filled with vain thoughts that they even intrude into my holiest
seasons; I cannot drive them away. Though it is my highest happiness to worship God, I am entirely dependent on His Spirit to enable
me to.
Aug. 15tl., Sunday.-Sermon, "Purity of life." I have. none. Ah,
me, "how mortal spirits tire and faint!" My sighs are many; all is dark
within, and I find no consolation in anything. Oh, have I been deceiving
myself all this time? I would see" God is love." He knows no shadow
of change; but is He my God? One would think, in such a sad case, I
should be crying mightily night and day unto God to deliver me; but it
is not so. Very, very seldom can I pray at all; prayer is the work of the
Holy Spirit. Oh. how I do feel the utter corruption of my heart by nature.
Still, if my glorious" Sun of Righteousness will arise with healing in His
wings," all will be well. After all, I would much rather feel as I do-the
subject of si n·-than fancy, as many of my professed t(3achers do, that I
have something good and pleasing in myself. Evening.--I have had
some gleam of comfort from passages of God's most holy Word. That
Word is a revelation of what God is in Himself, and what He has done
for guilty, -rebellious man, and tells of the mercy He has always shown to
those who call upon Him-" more ready to hear than we are to pray."
Oh, could I but believe!
Aug. 17tlt.-Papa has been to Hastings, t<il take a place for us there.
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I have been very poorly lately, and hope to benefit by the change,
though it will do me no good without the Lord's blessing. Lord, if it be
Thy will, grant that I may be better for it; but, if again I am to pass
through the weakness I did some tim~ since, oh, may it be a season of
retirement from the world, in heart and minrl-a season of communion with
Thee. Then I shall be a gainer. Take me, Lord, under Thine own care
and training. Oh, for an overcoming faith, in prospect of all Ilwl/Je to pass
thro!tgh.*
Aug. 24th, T'uesday.-A~- and I went to a high Ritualistic church
at St. Leonards. The service was attractive, the music very beautiful.
No wonder those who have no Ohrist are ensnared by Ritualism. The
sacrament was evidently lifted up for adoration. How senseless seemed
the bowing before their "wafer God!" How little in their religion
to comfort on a dying bed! I am still very poorly, but slept rather
better last night.
Sept. 5th.- What a strange day have I passed! Grace and sin have at
times prevailed. Glimpses have I had of a Saviour, His mercy, and His
precious blood, and deep sensible experience of my own awful depravity.
Sometimes I know not what will become of me ; but I hope the Lord will
say to the floods of corruption within, "They shall not overflow." Oh, I
trust Thy salvation reacheth unto me. I am a most inconsistent Ohristian.
I went with mamma to a little Baptist chapel in the old part of this town.
The pulpit was hung with black for their minister, who seems to have
been a most excellent man. There was no minister, only a sermon read.
We returned over the hills, which I found too fatiguing. I lost my
temper somewhat, as usual; but mamma was very kind. In the evening
went to St. Mary's, and liked the service.
Sept. 6th.-Passed a very restless, excited night, scarcely slept at all,
and feel ill to-day. Ah ! perhaps I was anticipating too much from my
seaside trip. Oh, give me grace to say, "Lord, it is good for me that I am
a:fl1icted." But, whether in prosperity or trouble, I realize that in me
dwelleth every evil. When in this state of agitation Satan gains much
advantage over me; the most trifling annoyance works me into great
agitation, and I seem the subject of every evil thought and feeling..How
different to the submissive, passive frame that becomes a Ohristian, who
is told all shall work together for his good. "How sad our state by
nature is; " all that is right, holy, and happy is from the Lord.
Aug. 18tll.-I have suffered much pain in my back to-day; am somewhat apprehensive of the journey. Oh, give me strength for it, Lord. I
may ask of Thee things requisite for the body as well as for the soul, but
I want, too, to say, at the close of each petition, "Thy will be done !"
Happy for me I am under a wiser guidance than mine own. Evening.I opened my Olney hymn-book on Oowper's hymn, "0 Lord, my best
desires fulfil." It seemed applicable to my present circumstances, as I
am still in pain with my back, but .
" All my inward spirit cries,
'Still bind me to Thy sway.' "
Ah! though I desire the Lord's will may be done, I feel my own is working too.
A!tg. 20tlt.-Hasflings.-Arrived here safely between two and three
Of
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;o'clock. I bore the journey much better than I expected, as I was in
great pain last night. I thank Thee, Lord, for Thy great kindne~s to
me in this respect. I did ask this favour of Thee, and Thou hast
granted it. Oh, make me thankful for all Thy mercies.
Aug. 22nd, Sunday. - Went with A - - to St. Clement's. The
minister preached on the creation of man; there was little mention of
'Chrisfin the sermon. Oh, what can a poor helpless, fallen creature like
I am ';antto hear of but Him ~ Ah! I should have rejoiced to have heard
<Of the finished work of Christ, His life ,of righteousness. I feel I need
'that life to justify, as much as His death to atone for, my sins, and of what
avail is a mere theoretical knowledge of these truths? Oh, I want to feel
their power daily in my inmost heart. Come, Thou Spirit of Truth, and
grant me a fresh view of Christ. Let not" my soul in darkness mourn ;"
and it is all dark without Thee. Mamma went to Eft. Mary's, and liked
it. I scarcely expect to hear anyone preach Christ as fullyas Mr. Baxter,
at Eastbourne.
Sept. 12th.-Went with mamma andA-- to St. Mary's. Mr. Vozes
preached from Ephesians, "That Christ may dwell in your heart
by faith." We liked the sermon. Eveni?1g.-A-- and I went to Holy
Trinity Church. I was sorry to see that the ministers there appear to be
advancing towards Ritualism-service intoned, responses sung. The
text was from Ephesians, "Ye being rooted and grounded in love." I
suppose the sermon would be called clever, as the preacher did not
.express himself in c~mmon phraseology. He said, "All had communion
with Christ in partaking of the blessed sacrament; though we could not
have a united Church, let us show our love to the Catholic Church."
Whether he meant the Roman Catholic. I know not. Alas! Ichabod
may now be written on our national church~
Sept. 26th.- W e returned home two days ago. I had a very fair measure of enjoyment at Hastings. My God often grants my earthly wishes,
. and then shows me there is no happiness but in Himself. I ani not
feeling well, and weary of everything, even of life itself. Now I see happiness does not depend on circumstances.
Oct. 16th.-I find worldly company a great hindrance. I cannot forget
them, even when shut up in my own room, and oh! I cannot speak to them
of what I trust is nearest my heart. Being impulsive, too, I know I often
speak unwisely; the conversation I am sometimes led into is unbecoming
for a C:bristian. What can I do? Lord, help me. He does save, He
will save, and will not let Satan, or the wen'ld, or my own wicked heart,
pluck me from His hand; but it is wretched to grovel so amongst earthly
things.
IJec. llth.-I have been ill all the week, and very wicked and. irritable.
Oh, to be free from this vile, sinful body. I am sore distressed, and afraid
I do not mourn over sin because it is breaking God's law, but because it
always brings unhappiness.
Dear reader, we stop here, promising to give you further extracts from
this dear departed one's diary in another issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Can we read such flowings from a suffering one without feeling what It
precious covenant God is ours, and in affliction what a divine stay, and,
leaning upon His Almighty strength, there is such a thing as even" suffen'ng with long patience? "
OSrJlaston Road, IJerby.
G. C.
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WORDS OF WARNING TO A WAYWARD NATION.
A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. SIMON'S CHURCH, SOUTHSEA, BY THE REV. F.
BALDEY, VICAR, ON THE THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF HER MAJESTY'S
ACOESSION TO '£HE THRONE.

"Be thou strong and very courage02tS, tltat thou mayosc observe to do
according to all the law which Moses my servant commanded thee: tUrl; not
from it to the right hand 01' to the left, that thou mayest prosper whither80ever thou goest. Thiy book of the law shall not depa1·t out of thy 11l0utl.;
but thou shalt 1neditate therein day and night, that thou mayest ob serve to
do according to all tltat is written thereiry,: for then thou shalt make thy
way prosperous, and then thou shalt ha've good success."-JosHuA i. 7, 8,
THESE words were spoken by the Lord Himself to Joshua, the divinelyselected successor to Moses as leader and governor of God's'people Israel.
They distinctly imply that the prosperity of rulers and nations will be in
proportion to their obedience to the word and will of God. As said
Azariah, the son of Oded, by the Spirit of God to king Asa, "Heal' ye
me, Asa, and all J udah and Benj amin, The Lord is with you while ye
be with Him: and if ye seek Him, He will be found of you: but if ye forsake Him, He will forsake you" (2 Ohron. xv. 2). Times have changed, but
the principles of God's government are the same they ever were. They never
change. They are like their great Author-" the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever." And we have only to weigh well and dispassionately-without any party bias -the history of bygone ages and events
within the recollection of many amongst us, to be assured how true it is
that the presence of God in the midst of a people is their prosperity and
iheir glory, and that the way for rulers and people to coutinue to enjoy
His presence is in all things to shape their course according to the Word
of God.
They are solemn and instructive words which were addressed by a
man of God to Eli in consequence of the wickedness of his sons, who,
under their father, governed Israel at that time: "Wherefore the Lord
God of Isr!i-el saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy
father, should walk before me for ever: but now the Lord saith, Be it
far from me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that despise
me shall be lightly esteemed" (1 Sam. ii. 30).
We should, at all times, lay these things to heart; but an occasion like
the present seems to call upon us to give them a more special and earnest
consideration. That this was the feeling of the framers of the service
in which we have joined to-day is shown by their selecting for one of
the lessons the portion of God's Word in which the text is found.
We gladly embrace the -opportunity to unite in thanking and praising
God for the accession of our beloved sovereign to the throne of this kingdom. We can do it with unfeigned sincerity and unaffected pleasure.
The peace so rarely interrupted, and the comparatively unbroken prosperity which have characterized the eight-and-thirty years of Queen
Victoria's reign, the morality of her court, the virtues of domestic life
which have adorned her royal household, making it a model for the whole
country, the civil and religious liberty so largely enjoyed under her rule,
-these, and other benefits of which a review of her reign awakens the'
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grateful recollection, make it stand out in iilUch favourable contrast with
the reigns of most of our former sovereigns, that we should be grievously
wanting in true patriotism, to say nothing of loyalty to our Queen, were
we not with one mind and heart to bless God for such a sovereign-for we
owe this, like every other good gift, to Him-and most earnestly to pray.
"God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen! "
But it would be attended with little profit were we to spend our time
this morning in expressions of thankful congratulation on account of our
superior advantages, as compared with the people either of other lands
or of former reigns in our own land. May we not separate without
having it more deeply impressed upon our minds, that the only way to
preserve the blessings we enjoy is the one which the Lord set before
Joshua. The continuance of peace, happiness, and prosperity within our
borders does not depend on this or that political creed or party being in
the ascendant, but upon the powers that be courageously obeying the
teaching of the Word of God, ruling in the fear of the Lord, not turning
from His law to the right hand or to the left. The caU'le of all our
calamities has been departure from this rule. The secret of that measure
of sugcess and prosperity with which God has favoured us has b'3en
mainly the position which, by God's grace, His Word has held in our
land. If this had been higher, our prosperity had been greater, anl our
use of it more to God's glory and the well-being of our fellow-men. Oh,
that God's people may less and less allow themselves to be trammelled
by party and political ties, and the leadership of favourite statesmen.
May they more and more break loose from such bonds; and, persuaded
that the secret of the well-being of individuals and nations alike lies in
whole-hearted obedience to the Word of God, take up an independent
position, resolve to try all proposed measures first and chiefly by this
unerring standard, and never to be false to God and His truth from
motives of political expediency or of party bias. Then will our desire,
and aim, and prayer be, not that this or that political party may be
dominant, but that, in all the counsels of our Queen and her responsible
advisers, and in all the deliberations of the statesmen of tnis country, of
whatever political creed, the paramount authority of the Word of God
may be acknowledged, that they may be strong and very courageous to
obey God rather than man. Then will "all things be so ordered and
settled by their endeavours, upon the best and surest foundations, that
peace and happiness, truth and justice, religion and piety, will be established among us for all generations."
1. My :first object will be to illustrate the connection between a nation's
prosperity and the obedience of its rulers and people to the law of God.
n. And then I shall endeavour to point out one or two lessons of a
practical character suggested by the subject. Its more personal aspect I
hope to take up in the evening.
I. Our text, which contains the Lord's own word to His servant
Joshua, expresses clearly and distinctly the connection between obedience
to God's law and national prosperity. For examples in illustration of
this we might turn to a great variety of sources; but, as my selection
must be very limited, I shall confine myself to some of the instances t ba
met with in the sacred Scriptures, and to a few out of many that are to
be found in the history of our own country. Saul, the first king of
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Israel, began h.i.s reign with a brilliant prospect before him. The people
bad never previously been governed by a king, and Saul had been
granted to them in consequence of their own earnest request to be like all
the nations. He was chosen of God to the office, and soon became a
popular favourite. While this was the case, Samuel said to the people,
" If ye will fear the Lord, and serve Him, and obey His voice, and not
rebel against the commandrp.ent of the Lord, then shall both ye, and also
the king that reigneth over you, continue following the Lord your God.
But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the com·
mandment of the Lord, then shall the hand of the Lord be against you,
as it was against your fathers "(1 Sam. xii. 14, 1.5). For a time all went
on well; but on one occasion, when the Philistines gathered together
against him, he was disobedient to the commandment of the Lord. He
suffered himself to be led by his own judgment, and to disregard the
word of the Lord. Then Samuel said to him, "Thou hast done foolishly:
thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which He
commanded thee: for now would the Lord have established thy kingdom
upon Israel for ever. But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the
Lord hath sought Him a man after His own heart, and the Lord hath
commanded him to be captain over His people, because thou hast not
kept that which the Lord commanded thee" (1 Sam. xiii. 13, 14). Later
still, we meet with y.et more striking instances of the same thing. He
had received a commission utterly to destroy the Amalekites, but he
had spared the best, professedly with a pious motive.. This time
Samuel said to him, "Hath the Lord as great deliRht in burnt offerings
and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion
is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
.Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He hath also rejected
thee from being king" (1 Sam. xv. 22, 23). And it was in vain that
Saul pleaded that he had acted through fear of the people; that he had
but performed the popular will. He was sternly answered, "Thou hast
rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee from
being king over Israel" (verse 26).
Few kings of Judah were so prosperous as Uzziah, and the connection
of his prosperity with his regard to God's will is thus expressed: "As
long as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper." And again: "He
was marvellously helped till he was strong." Then began his downfall:'"
Thus Uzziah dared .to meddle with sacred things from which the commandment of the Lord excluded him, and the Lord smote him with
leprosy, and he was a leper until the day of his death. Josiah's history
affords another example of the connection between obedience to God and
national prosperity. The wickedness of the people had become so great
that the remarkable piety of this godly king could not turn away -from
them the judgments God had threatened to bring upon them for their
iniquity, but during his reign they were a prosperous people still. He
enforced reBpect for God's lawB; and so it is testified that "all his days
they departed not from following the Lord, the God of their father!t."
Such is the telling influence of obedience to the word of the Lord on the

* To the humble soul the command of God, let it enjoin what it may, is enouo'h, but,
when a man becomes high-minded and self-sufficient, he will obey only such com~ands as
are agreeable to hig reason, and he quarrels with any that are offensive to his pride.
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part of the rulers of a people. Reverence for the word of God was the
starting-point in his reformation. "Great," said he, "is the wrath of
the Lord that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not kept
the word of the Lord, to do after all that is written in this book." And
it was the Lord's own testimony concernin~ him, "Thou didst humble
thyself before God, when Thou heardest His words against this place."
The teaching of these examples appears to me so distinct and plain
that be that runs may read.
Now let us turn for a few minutes to the history of our own land; and
I think we shall find the evidence just as palpable. I must take
it for granted that no one here questions that the Word of God
pronounces a fearful condemnation of the Romish system. Now, does
not the history of our country bring out this fact, that every time
. the reigning monarch fostered or sympathized with papal supremacy
and error our glory faded, our greatness melted away, and ruin stared us
in the face; but just as often as the reigning sovereign displayed and
acted on the principles of Protestant-that is, Bible Ohristianity, the
whole country rose in greatness, in prosperity, in glory·? When Queen
Mary died she bequeathed to her EUccessor a country replete with
embarrassments-disquiet at home and desperate hostility abroad.
Nothing flourished but Poper,y, which had covered the land with
mourning, lamentation, and woe. Elizabeth had many blemishes, and,
no doubt, committed grave mistakes, but she was" a chosen instrument
in the hands of God for restoring, consolidating, and establishing the"
great and ever-blessed work of the reformation of our Ohurch and nation
from Romish idolatry, tyranny, and darkness," and under her reign this
country prospered, and became the rallying refuge for all who felt the
tyranny of the oppressor, a state of things which continued through the
reign of her successor, J ames I. The reign of Oharles 1. commenced under
favourable auspices, but he contracted a popish marriage. The consequences were soon painfully apparent. Romish intrigue bore its own
fruit. Insurrection and feuds sprang up among the subjects of Oharles.
Oonfusion, like a cloud, fell on his councils, and Oharles himself perished
on the scaffold. Whatever may be said or thought of his successor, of
this there can be but one opinion, as it is the fact of well-authenticated
history: when he rose to power, he found himself the master of a
kingdom rent by faction and dispirited by poverty, disorganized at home,.
and held in contempt abroad; but, in the words of Dr. Oroly, "he
realized the splendid improbability that, before he died, he would makethe name of an Englishman as much feared and honoured as ever was
that of an ancient Roman." And why was it? His whole policy was·
eminently Protestant. As a ruler he was strong and very courageous to
avow his faith in the Word of God and his obligation to be guid~d by its
unerring counsel; and wherever he espied the apostas.y, which it soclearly delineates and so fearfully dooms, raising its head and lifting its
iron hoof to crush Protestantism, his sword and treasure were placed at
the command of the sufferers. Thus England soon rose as on eagles'
wings, and commanded the reverence 0 the remotest nationil. How
different her history under the reigns of Oharles II. and James II.,
whose sympathies with Rome cannot be denied. The judgments of the
Almighty were let loose upon her. Pestilence and fire depopulated her
capital, defeat and dishonour fell upon her arms abroad, and. she went
on retrograding until God in mercy stirred the Protestant heart of the,
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nation, and the Stuart dynasty was swept from the throne, and William
called to occupy their place.
I pause here to ask if, looking at these historical facts, it is possible
to avoid the conclusion that obedience to the Word of God on the part·
of the rulers of a country, and the prosperity of its princes and people,
are very nearly allied? And now for a moment let us glance at a few·
facts nearer our own time, and inquire if they do not teach the same
lesson, illustrate the same truth.
In 1829, the party in power resolved to give up the political defence~ .
of Protestantism, and to admit to almost all posts of influence and
authority adherents of the Papacy, who for nearly two centuries had
been excluded from them. It was conceived as a measure of political
wisdom; but, at all events, to the party that brought it forward, it proved
an act of' political folly, for it broke it up and gave the whole power of the
state into the hands of their rivals for more than ten years. A like
result followed further concessions to the Papacy, by the same party,
fifteen years later. The introduction, after the passing of the Act of 1829~
of the vassals of the Pope among our legislators was soon followed by
results which made all the more manifest the displeasure of God. The
government had to seek the support of Mr. Daniel O'Conne11 and his
friends. His conditions were, "Give up your Bible schools in Ireland,
and place the education of the people iu the hands of the priests." His
demand was conceded, and on the 9th of September. 1831, it was
announced in the House of Commons that the grant to the Kildare·
Street Schools was to be discontinued, and that the education of the poor
of Ireland was to be confided to a board, of which Dr. Murray, Romish
archbishop, was to be a leading member. In less than two months from
that day, the pestilence-the first that England had known for a hundred
and fifty years-broke out, and carried off more than 15,000 souls. Are
any unwilling t6 believe that there could be any connection between such.
an event and the withdrawal of a government grant from Bible schools?
Let them recollect that it seemed no great thing when David merely said.
" Go number the people;" but for this one thing "the Lord sent a.
pestilence upon Israel, and there died of Israel seventy thousa.nd
men." To ille political consequences of the passing of the Maynooth.
Endowment Bill I have already alluded, but its religious character, as·
involving an act of national apostasy, was more important, and God set
the brand of His displeasure upon it. It passed in July, 1845, ancl
within one month from the time the potato root was attacked by a
strange, new, and entirely inscrutable disease. Ireland was to have
been tranquillized and rendered peaceful and happy by this "healing·
measure." Oh, how soon can God" turn wise men backward and make
their wisdom foolishness!" And this is the brief chronicle of the three
years immediately following the year that saw the Maynooth Bill pass: in
1846 the Irish famine, in 1847 commm'cial ruin, in 184.8 tumults vergingon rebellion. I might bring forward other similar example~ did time'
allow. I have always regarded the terrible Indian Mutiny as a divin&
\ judgment for our nation's timid, time-sel'ving-policy as to the Bible in
that land. I have always believed that, had we been strong and very
courageous in maintaining its supremacy in that land, that dire calamity·
would never have happened. And I now cannot help watching with
trembling anxiety the indications of gov(;l'Ument intentions as to a.
relaxation of the law which, without pressing injuriously upon any
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class, mildly enforces the observance of the Sabbath. If, to satisfy the
greed of the covetous, the opening of popular places of recreation
and amusement, involving the employment of Sunday labour, should be
allowed, it will be in defiance of God's law and will; and, I confidently
believe, will be followed by national judgments. Oh, that it may please
God to be merciful to us. Oh, may He graciously pour upon us, our Queen,
our statesmen, and the people of England, the spirit of obedience to
His will. And so shall we be privileged to see amongst us evidences
of the faithfulness of our God to His own word in our text-fresh illustrations of the connection which there ever is between the observance of
His Word and the prosperity of a people.
n. I can but mention one or two lessons which seem to me to be
suggested by our subject this morning.
1. The importance of endeavouring to promote by every means in our
power the diffusion of the knowledge of God's ,Vord is one of them.
Rome is afraid of an open Bible. It loves darkens rather than light
because its deeds are evil. "If," said Tyndale, "Ohristians' had
the Scriptures in their own tongue, they could themselves withstand
these sophists. Without the Bible it is impossible to establish the
laity in the truth." Thank God, we have the open Bible. Let us
make a good use of it; search it for ourselves, press it upon the attention
of men, train our children in the knowledge of it, preach it, read it to
the people, live .by it, live it out in our lives, maintain its divine
plenary inspiration. Never be afraid of the charge of Bibliolatry.
We owe all our privileges, civil' and religious, all our domestic happiness,
and every blessed hope under Gad, to an open Bible. The Q:leen, at her
coronation, professed her faith in it, and her determination to make it the
foundation of her rule; and it is related of her that once when an
African prince desired her to let him know to what the greatness of
England was owing, she did not tell him of the nation's wealth, of its
vast naval power, of its great military resources, of its brilliant statesmen and eloquent orators, and profoundly wise philosophers, but she
sent him a copy of the Bible-God's own Word-accompanied by the
message, "This is the secret of England's greatness."
2. Let us pray for her, my brethren, that this conviction may be more
deeply impressed than ever on the mind and heart of our beloved
sovereign, and that she may be blessed with advisers and counsellors
who will help, not hinder, her to be very courageous to observe to do all
the Lord commands-not turning from it to the right hand or to the left.
So shall she make her way prosperous, and reign, may it be for long,
over a contented, happy, and prosperous people. This is a second lesson
which our subject appears to suggest, that we should be more ea~nest
in prayer for our Queen, and for all who are in authority over us.
3. And, to add but one thing more, have you, beloved friends,
individually felt the power and proved the truth of the Word of God?
Has the Spirit of God sho~ thee in the glass of the Word that thou art
a sinner, that thou art lost unsaved? And has He revealed to thine
awakened anxious soul the truth as it is in. Jesus, the sinner's loving
Friend and perfect Saviour? And hast thou now boldness to enter into
the holiest by His blood? Then live a life of faith upon the Son of
God, a life of obedience to the will of God, a life of God-glorifying
usefulness, and so shalt thou be of most true service to Queen and country,
thou shalt pl'oaper whithersoever thou goest, thou shalt have good success
along the way, and everlasting life and glory at the end.
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IN MEMORY OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD LATELY GONE
TO THEIR REST.
AS STATED IN THE GOSPEL

~[AGAZINE

FOR JUNE.

"Absent j1-om the body, present with the LOl'd."-2 COR. v. 8.
" Thou hast been .faithf~Ll ovm' a few things, I will ?nake thee ?'ulel' ove?' many
things; entej' thou into the joy of thy LOl'Cl."-MATT. xxv. 21.

How near, how very near it is,
The world we oft so distant think;
So near that glory-land to this,
We stand upon its very brink!
Only a step-a moment's flightWhen God the angel-convoy sends;
A vanishing from human sight,
And spirit with pure spirit blends.
Only a closing of the eye
At eventide for restful sleep,
To wake 'neath resurrection's sky,
Heaven's festal-day with Christ to keep!
So, one by one, the Master calls
His favour'd servants to His breast;,
Safe gather'd home, no ill befalls,
Nor sin disturbs the spirit's rest.
Ob, wondrous change, from earth to heaven;
The cross dismiss'd-the crown to wear!
Oh, radiant robes all freely given
To favour'd ones so welcome there!
The story of atoning death,
Proclaim'd to fallen man below,
Shall tune their lyre, engage their breath,
And aid their raptur'd spirits' glow.
The stars of night will fade away,
The brilliant orb of day grow dim;
But Jesus' beams will shine for, aye,
Ano. all His servants be "like" Him!
Cm·diff·

J.P.C.

I MUSl' not pretend to call myself a Christian if I do not requite evil
with good.
ANN SMITH, A PLAIN COUNTRYWOMAN.-" I am threescore and ten
years old-a long life for such a cumberer of the ground. I am weary
of sinning; I feel it a heavy burden. I long to be with J esas, where
He is: then I shall serve Him without sin, without wearying, without
interruption, and without end. I would not give that one sentence, 'I
am the Lord thy God,' for all that t1J.o world contains, of whatever kind
or name. ' The Lord is my Portion, saith my soul, therefore will I hope
in Him.'''
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A MYSTERY SOLVED.%

OR, THE APPARENT INSUFl!'ICIENCY AND THE REAL SUFFICIENCY OF THE
MEANS PROVIDED BY GOD FOR THE SPREAD OF HIS GOSPEL. BY THE
REV. HELY SMITH, RECTOR OF TANSLEY.

" The mydery of the ,even sta1'S which tlwu sawest in my r~q1d hand, and the
seven ,qolden candlesticks. The ~even stars are the an,qels of the seven churches,
and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches."-REV.
i.20.

IN this verse we have an acknowledgment of the flxistence of a mystery,
but we have also its solution. First, with regard to the word" mystery."
There are two kinds of mysteries, those which men have constituted such,
and those which God has so called. We must be caTeful not to confound
the two. Men are very fond of the mysterious; hence they have made
mysteries where God halO not; and, having made them, would defend them
from too close investigation, they would ward and warn us off from
approaching them. They say to us, "Those are holy mysteries, and you
must regard them with holy awe, and with bated breath, from a reverend
distance. Such a course may produce superstition, or scepticism, but it'
will not produce true faith. Let us consider som_e of these man-made
mysteries. How many, if asked what were the mysteries of the Christian
religion, would answer at once, "The sacraments, the doctrine of Trinity
in Unity, and God's eternal decree (if they recognise this truth at all) in
election and predestination."
But upon what principle are the sacraments regarded as mysteries? They
are never presented to us as su~ in the Word of God. As we tltere find
them, they are dedicatory and commemorative of rites of the simplest
character. How did the halo of mystery get cast around them? The
answer is easy. Pagan Rome abounded in mystic rites, and delighted
to celebrate with great pomp and parade the mysteries of Ceres, Bacchus,
Venus, and others. But in the fourth century pagan Rome became
nominally Christian, because the Emperor Constantine, either from conviction or policy, confessed himself a convert to Christianity, and, by his
influence, established the profession of his newly-adopted creed throughout his dominions, which extended over the whole of the south of Europe,
from the Atlantic to the Bosphorus. These Roman pagans, thus converted by imperial pressure into Roman Catholics, made the best they
could of their new position. They gave the statues of their heathen
gods Christian names; and, as a religion without mysterieR was in their
sight an anomaly, they invested the two ordinances they found in use
among Christians with the character of mystic rites, and added five
others, making together the seven sacraments of the Popish Church. At
the Reformation, the five added sacrame.nts were rejected by the Protestants, but the idea of mystery has ever since clung to the two that
were re ined; and it is this id.ea that has afforded covert to the superstitious notions of baptismal regeneration and the real presence, because
it is argued, and not without reason, if these things m'e mysteries, we
must expect to find mystery associated with them, and believe what we
cannot understand, Thus errors which sap the very foundations of the

* This article contains the substance of an address delivered by the writer at
the last Leicester Conference. Not being able to comply with the request of the Editor
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE to send a report of what he then said, this paper is contributed
::Ustead.
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simple Gospel of Ohl'ist are fostered and encouraged by calling those
things mysteries which God has not so called.
In like manner, no idea of mystery is associated with the idea of a
Trinity in Unity in the Word of God. It is true that the nature of God
is in all respects beyond the grasp of our finite minds, but there is no
real paradox, nor physical or metaphysical absurdity, in the fact that
three divine and co-equal but separate Persons make up one Gorlhead; it
was not until Ohristianity became impregnated with the mysticism of the
Gnostic philosophers that any difficulty was suggested on this subject;
it was left to the constructors of the Athanasian Oreed, in defending an
important truth, so to complicate it by their subtleties as to make it seem
at once an impossible and unapproachable mystery-one which we must
believe and leave; and, since their time, any attempt to discuss, much
less to try and explain, the truth of the Trinity in Unity has been looked
upon even by Ohristian people with a kind of pious horror, as though it
were trenching on ground too holy and mysterious to be approached.
And thus a great handle has been afforded to Socinians, and a ground of
scoffing to infidels.
Another subject which we find continually avoided, under the same
pretext of holy reverence, is the doctrine of election. We are told it is
far too mysterious a subject for us to approach. Thus, I have heard it
:recorded with the highest approbation of a clergyman, now deceased,
who was deservedly respected, that whenever he was asked if he believed
in this doctrine, he replied, "The well is deep, and I have nothing to draw
with." This was considered to be a very humble and reverent way of
l'etiring from a great mystery. But surely it is mistaken humility for
men to ignore a subject which God in His Word so abundantly reveals
and puts so prominently forward-a subject which involves at once the
highest prerogatives of His divine sovereignty, and the eternal security
of all true believers. God is ever insisting npon it, and drawing our
.attention to it. It is a plainly revealed truth, and the Apostle Paul,
when speaking of it (Eph. i.), praises God for having" made known unto
'Us the m)"stery of His will" (v, 9). And this leads us to turn from manmade mysteries to mysteries so designated by God. We shall find
many of these in His Word; for example, the mystery of godliness, the
mystery of iniquity, the mystery of the union of Ohrist and His Ohurch,
the mystery of the incarnation, and many others.
But there is this peculiarity with regard to God's mysteries which.
makes them stand out in such strong contrast to those men have made,
-namely, that God, instead of warning and warding us off from approaching them, g~ves us the solution of them, and invites scrutinyo
True humility and reverence is shown, not by turning away from those
-things which God condescends to reveal, but by attentively, carefully,
'prayerfully, endeavouring to understand them, even though they are of
,such a nature that, if we were not authorized to look for divine enlighten~
ment, we might well say were too high for us.
A mystery is a mystery till it is solved; and it is interesting to notice
"how God again and again tells us that He reveals His secrets to His true
{Jhurch and people. "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him,
.and He will shew them His covenant."
Ohrist spoke to the multitude in parables; but, when He was alone
with His disciples, He solved all things to them (hriAVE 7ruvra, Mark iv..
34). "Unto you," He said, "it is given to know the mysteries of the
KK2
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kingdom of God, but to them it is not." And, again, "Verily, verily,
I say unto you, Prophets and kings have desired to see the things that
ye see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things that ye hear, and
have not heard them."
The only time that we are told of "the Man of Sorrows" rejoicing in
spirit was when He said, "I thank Thee, Father, that Thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes."
The Apostle told the Corinthians that he was explaining to them a
mystery which ,none of the princes of this world knew, or they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory, and he goes on to say, "Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man the
things which God hath prepared for-them that love Him." How often
we hear these words quoted, and how seldom, comparatively, the verse
which follows, which really negatives the preceding idea, "But God hath
revealed them unto us by His Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things;
yea, the deep things of God."
Again, we find the Apostle exulting to the Ephesians "how, by revelation, God made known unto him the mystery which was not made
known" before, how the Gentiles should partake in Gospel privileges;
and this mystery was revealeq. to him, not to keep to himself, butto make
all men know the mystery (see Eph. ii1.). Twice he desires the prayers of
the Church that he may be able to open his mouth boldly, and to have a
door of utterance to make known the mystery of the Gospel and of Christ
(Eph. vi. 19; Col. iv. 3; see also Col. 1. 25, 27). We find, then, that,
while priestcraft would warn men off from scrutinizing the Church's
mysteries, the stewards of the mysteries of God are, in imitation of the
example of Cbrist and His apostles, to invite attention to them, and to
encourage investigation, and that it is neither Scriptural, and therefore
not reverent, to avoid them as too sacred to be approached.
Sometimes, when we speak on subjects that are considered by many to
be too sacred fm' discussion, we are not very politely reminded that
"fools will rush in where angels fear to tread," and that " secret things
belong to G-od." These are very wholesome warnings, but they do not
apply to cases in which GOd has given us a revelation. If the whole
passage were quoted from which the last-mentioned caution is taken, it
would often cease to support the position of the cautioner. It runs thus:
" Secret things belong unto the Lord our God, BUT THOSE THINGS WHICH
ARE REVEALED BELONG UNTO us AND TO OUR CHILDREN FOR EVER."
Having now spoken of mysteries generally-man's mysteries and
God's mysteries~we come to consider the special mystery alluded
to in the verse at the head of this paper, and which, as my readers are
aware, was one of the subjects discussed at the last Leicester Conference.
The mystery which John had seen is described in the former verses; he
had seen seven golden candlesticks, and in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like the Son of Man, and he had in his hand seven stars.
In accordance with God's custom, the mystery is explained: "The seven
stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven candlesticks
which thou sawest are the seven churches." The seven stars and seven
candlesticks represented God's machinery for spreading the Gospel; and
what an apparently inadequate machinery it was! The seven angels or
minIsters of the churches were men whose names were wholly unknown
to fame, and who, in a worldly point of view, had no importance or social
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status; the seven churches were not in any of the world's great capitals,
but in colonial towns. What insignificant materials from which to construct the Ohurch of God! Thus the mystery, though nominally explained, would have remained a mystery still if it were not for the word
leven, and for the expression, "in my right hand." "The stars which thou
sawest in my right hand." " Seven" is an emblem of sufficiency and
completion. "Ohrist's right hand" is an emblem of omnipotence.' Here,
then, we have the real key to the real difficulty, we have actual sufficiency with apparent insufficiency, actual omnipotence where there is
seeming impotence. The work of redemption was no experiment.
Ohrist came to do a definite work. All that work will be done, and the
machinery He employed is ample for the purpose. This is a point which
in the present day seems greatly lost sight of. The great questions are,
How are we to cope with hen.thenism? how are we to evan?"elize the
masses? to stay the tide of infidelity? to touch the vices of the upper ten
thousand? how are we, in fact, to Ohristianize the world '( If we propose
such tasks as these, no doubt the means are utterly insufficient for the
end, as past and present experience alike prove. But is it not monstrous
to think, if God really desired the proclamation of the Gospel to the
whole world, and was bent on its complete success, that He would not
have provided a machinery adequate for the purpose, when He might have
spoken by augels from heaven, or inspired ten thousauds of Pauls to
llave borne His message throughout the globe? Surely we may judge
of God's purpose by the preparation He made. We may be sure that His
preparation was commensurate with His purpose. The number seven, as
we said, implies sufficiency, completeness, perfection. On the seventh day
God rested from His work of creation, seven clean beasts went into the
ark, seven years Jacob served Laban for each of his daughters, seven
well-favoured kine and good ears of corn prefigured Egypt's years of
plenty, seven lean kine and seven blasted ears her years of famine,
seven priests with seven trumpets encompassed Jericho seven days, seven
nations made way for the Israelites, the candlestick had seven branches,
seven times Naaman washed in Jordan, seven devils were cast out of
Mary Magdalene. There. were seven deacons, seven spirits of God, seven
horns to the lamb, seven head" to the dragon, seven seals, seven vials, seven
angels. And these are only ex~mples. The words "seven days" occur
:fifty-six times in the Bible, and in the great majority of cases evidently
are used to imply perfection. In many cases, moreover, we find apparent
insufficiency with real sufficiency associated with the number. In the
work of creation, for example, how mauy scientific men have contemptuously thrust on one side the idea that the world could have been
made in a week. They demand a lapse of ages for their geological
formations, and different eras for their various strata. Now, we who accept
the Scriptures as the inspired word of an infallible God, are not bound to
accept the theory that the world was made in so many literal days, but
we are compelled to do so by the express words of inspiration. 'Ve feel
confident that Gpd could have created the world and all things that are
therein, just as it stands-fossils and all-in seven secon(ls, had He so
chosen. There is a cave I have visited where various articles are
petrified by the dropping of water. It is a tedious process, and the
articles are in great demand. The natural process is therefore hastened,
and a few days, perhaps, will suffice to produce results which in the
ordinary course might take a century. T~is is done by a knowledge of
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chemical properties. And shall we say that God, who is the Almighty
Chemist, who said, "Let there be light, and there was light," could not.
produce any results He chose, independently of the element of time? It is
the height of folly, and not of wisdom, to limit the power of the Creator.
Moreover, it happens that, positive as geologists used to be that certain
formations belonged to different eras, they have found out that they
made a mistake. The deep-sea soundings of a f~w years ago made anew revelation to them; they found chalk and sandstone formations
going on contemporaneously within a few miles of one another, the result
of which has been that one of the most learned of our modern savants~
Dr. Carpenter-honestly confesses that this one disCOV01"y has upset the
whole of geological chronology.
.
To pass from the work of creation, how utterly inadequate for the
purpose of throwing down the walls of Jericho must the seven priests
and trumpets have appeared. But were they really inadequate? T()
wash seven times in Jordan. How utterly disproportioned was the remedy
to such a disease as Naaman's, and how he despised it! But it was one
of God's sevens, and it was sufficient for the purpose. The seven branches
on the golden candlestick gave quite light enough to illuminate tbe holy
place (which was a'type of the Ohurch, just as the holy of holies was a
type of heaven). Those seven lights were not expeeted to light up the
world, ner even the whole camp of the Israelites, but they were su:ffi.cient
just for the purpose God intended them, and in this way were doubtless
intended as a type of the seven candlesticks and seven churches of our'
text.
What pains have been taken to sbow us that in the work of the ministry
it is God's intention to work with apparently feeble, but really efficacious,
instruments. Hence the first preachers of the Gospel were " unlearned
and ignorant men;" and even the great Apostle of the Gentiles, highly
educated and capable as he was in many respects, tells us that his" bodily
presence was weak, and his speech contemptible;" that he went on his
errand" in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling; " and ~hat his
speech and his preaching were not "with enticing words of men's wisdom."
And why was this? That the faith of his converts should not stand in
the wisdom of men, but in tbe power of God; and wherever for a short
time what men would call a really efficient and effective/instrument appeared, how soon God allowed him to be cut off! How sbort the ministry
of John the Baptist! The first of the apostles who was put to death was
one who, from his boldness and fire in his Master's cause, was called a "son
of thunder "-Stephen-a man full of faith and the Holy Ghost, of great
power and wisdom in speech; but his ministry was hardly begun before
it was terminated. Was it that God's purposes were being frustrated by
the devil or his human agents? No, this was part of God's plan.
These were not unfortunate accidents, not calamitios damaging the interests of the Ohurch of God. The Church was in God's keeping, and all
God's ministers accomplished their appointed mission. There was never
a failure or break down for want of adequate machinery. Peter is sent
to Oornelius, Ananias to Saul, Philip to the Ethiopian.. St. Paul must
go to Philippi, for the sake of Lydia and the jailor's household and
the yet unborn churches at Philippi and Thessalonica. Then he is sent
to Corinth, licentious, covetous Corinth, a most unpromising field for his
labours. He is commanded to stay there, because in that city were
many of Christ's sheep, not yet separated from the goats, whom the
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Apostle was to call out. "I have much people in that city," was the
Lord's declaration to Paul in a vision. Then notice that at another time,
when Paul and Barnabas wanted to go into Bythinia, "the Spirit sufforod thorn Dot." How plainly we see that the Lord held the stars in His
right hand-that is, guided and sent forth or restrained His ministers
with ilis divine wisdom and power. If the instrumentality appeared
fo ble and insufficient, what sign do we find of insufficiency in the working? And as it was then, it has been. ever since, and still is, and will be,
until God hath sent forth His angels (or ministers), and by the great
sound of the Gospel trumpet shall have gathered together His elect from
the four winds from one end of heaven to the other. It is true, certainly,
that the harvest is great, and the labourers are few, and that we are told
to pray that God will send His labourers into His harvest; but we are
not to imply from this that any of God's wheat will not be garnered.
Christ has said very decidedly, "All that the Father giveth me shall come
unto me," and TIe glories that of those Hi,; Father gave Him He hath
lost none.
Yes, the churches are seven, and therefore efficient and sufficient for
God's purpose. And the stars are seven, and they are in the right hand
of Ohrist, who manipulates them with divine dexterity and power. 'Those
who set before themselves the task of converting the world (a task God
has not set us, or He would have given us the means of accomplishing
it) may well either sit down in the helplessness of despair, or waste their
onergies in feverish and excited efforts to attain an impossible goal. It
is, however, replied by many, If these things are true, if God has an
elect peoplo whom He is sure to bring, what is the use of preaching?
The answer is simple. If we had friends in prison, under sentence of
death, and if we were fortunate enough to obtain a royal pardon for
them, which we were told to take, should we say, " Oh, it is no use, the
pardon is signed, their lives are safe? " Should we not rather be delighted to be the bearers of such glad tidings. It is with just <;uch a
messag~ the ministers of the Gaspel are charged. The Gospel is not a
universal offer of a contingent salvation to all men indiscriminately. It
is the proclamation of a finished and secured salvation to certain characters-to those who feel themselves" tied and boun with the chain of
their sins "-" sold under sin," under condemnation, as transgressors of
God's law, spiritually banluupt, and helpless, unable to effect their own
release, and looking and longing for deliverance. To these we have
a definite message. Wo are plainly told to what characters Ohrist Himself preached the Gospel; "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
He hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor. He hath sent me
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound." And the same Spirit
entrusts Ohrist's ministers with the same message.
.
But, it may be said, does not this amount to a universal message,
for are not all men Satan's prisoners?" To a certain extent this may be
true; but still all men are not fit recipients of the Gospel, because they
are not aware of their position. They play with their fetters, and love
the music of their chaihs; they are spiritually insane, and may be rather
said to 1e in Satan's lunatic asylum than in his prison. It is no use
preaching deliverance to those who are not conscious of their captivity.
They may hear the Gospel, but it does not concern them. We have,
indoed, to preach the law to all men, for all men are bound by it; but
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the Gospel is only welcomed by those who have felt themselves condemned by the law. It is also part of our message to affirm constantly
that those who have believed be careful to maintain good works. But even
in tll£s respect our ministry will accoILplish its end, for believers are" God's
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that they should walk in them." Thus, though God's
ministers (His angels) are not sufficient of themselves, their sufficiency is
of God, and God's machinery, though apparently utterly incompetent, is
really perfect to effect all God's purposes; for it is a machinery which He
has provided, and which He controls. Should this cau~e us to relax our
. energy? Should it not rather inspirit us to redoubled effort, knowing
that our" labour is not in vain in the Lord," that a sure, though, perhaps, to us, unseen result must follow every effort which we are enabled by
the power of God to make for His Church? It is an honour conferred upon
us when we are allowed to be fellow-workers with Him, but all the glory
and credit of the triumph of the Gospel belongs to the Godhead.
Christ will be able to say at the last great day, "Of those that Thon
gavest me, I have lost none," and the whole redeemed Church, and all
the hosts of heaven, will combine in ascribing the honour to Him that
sitteth on the throne, and will acknowledge "that with His own right
hand, and His mighty arm, Re ha,th gotten Rimselfthe victory." 0),'

A VOICE FROM: REAVEN.
ANTICIPATING RESURRECTION GLORY,

I

in the light of God:
His likeness stamps my brow;
Through the valley of death my feet have trod,
And I reign in glory now!
SHINE

No breaking heart is here,
No keen and thrilling pain,
No wasted cheek, where the frequent tear
Hath rolled and left its stain.
I have reach'd the joys of heaven,
I am one of the sainted band;
For my head a crown of gold is given,
And a harp is in my hand.
I have learn'd the song they sing,
Whom Jesus has set free,
And the glorious walls of heaven still ring
With my new-born melody.
No sin, no grief, no pain;
Safe in my happy home:
My fears all fled, my doubts all slain,
My hour of triumph's come.

o

friends of mortal years,
The trusted and the true!
Ye are watching still in the valley of tears,
But I wait to welcome you.
.. Sec advertiB6ment, "Folmdation Stones," on the cover.
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Do I forget? oh, no !
For memory's golden chain
Shall bind my heart to the hearts below,
Till they meet to touch again.
Each link is strong and bright,
And love's electric flame
Flows freely down, like a river of light,
To the world from whence I came.
Do you mourn when another star
Shines out from the glittering sky?
Do you weep when the raging voice of war
And the storms of conflict die?
Then why should your tears run down,
And your hearts be'sorely riven,
For another gem in the Saviour's crown,
And another soul in heaven?
LIFE IN THE MIDST OF DEATH.
FRIENb,-I am truly happy to find that the daily cross is so
sanctified to you as to be the means of communicating spiritual life. It
is this that the Lord makes use of to teach me to pray. You and I know
what self-will means, and our secret intentions of bringing about our
vain speculations; but a wiser eye has been over us to put a stop to these
vanities. If the power of God, and the wisdom of God, had not been on
our side, we should have made shipwreck of all long ago. The Apostle
Paul proves that, unless we bear about in the body "the dyiIlg of the
Lord Jesus," we cannot make it manifest that the life of Jesus is in us.
What is very mysterious to the wisdom of the flesh is, that no spiritual
life can be found in us but in the conflict against all the natural
craving and desires of the flesh. This daily dying to all that we naturally
desire is no small cross; nevertheless the Apostle calls it "our light
affliction, which is but for a moment," and says that it "worketh for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at
the things which are seen (including all the things which we think
desirable for the flesh), but at the things which are not seen "-thatis,
the invincible power of God, which makes all things work together fur
our good; and, if we are enabled to look at' this, the daily dying by
crucifixion will be one of the blessings discovered to us for our safety
and well-being (2 Cor. iv. 8-18). What you write is true. Where Christ
is found, there is the cross. Spiritual life maintained in the soul is so
discordant' to the religion of the day, that we must be hated and
scorned by all sorts who have not the Sp'irit of God in them. I am also
sure they cannot understand that mystery you name: "Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord." This truly signifies a twofold death-the
death to all created vanities, as well as temporal death, the blessedness
of which consists in the sting of death being removed, which is sin, and
"the strength of sin is the law." Oh, the "toiling and fruitless labours of
"a legal spirit for a false rest! Whereas he that obtains the blessing above
spoken of has the sweet testimony of the Spirit in his conscience that his
rest is provided for in Christ Jesus.
Yours in the Lord,
J. BouRNE.
DEAR
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THE REV. J. W. GOWRING.
UPON the cover of a recent number, we stated that our dear friend and
brother, the Rev. J. W. GOWRING, was ill. That illness, we grieve to
say, has assumed so serious a form that he has felt compelled to relinquish
the lectureship of St. Giles, Cripplegate, a lectureship which he has held
during the last nine or ten years. Knowing full well the delight which
our dear friend has invariably taken in his Lord and Master's service,
nought, we are most thoronghly convinced, would have induced him to
take such a step could he by any possibility have avoided it. "Necessity
was laid upon him." A pressure was brought to bear, in more respects
than one, which at length proved irresistible. He battled with his
sensations; he sought, in every possible way, to overcome certain painful
indications of absolute and entire prostration; he cast himself day by day
-and especially in connection with the services of the sanctuary-upon
the God of his salvation. Marvellously was he "holpen with a little
help" from time to time. None more fully realized the truth of the
promise than did our dear brother, c, Thy shoes shall be iron and brass;
and as thy days so shall thy strength be." At length, however, as we
have stated, he was compelled, from sheer necessity, to resign the position
he had so long and so honourably filled.
May God, of His great mercy, make it up to him in that divine
eonsolation, calm repose, blessed comfort, sweet, patient, cheerful
-resignation which He-and He alone-can give. May our dear brother
feel increasingly that he is the Lord's servant, and that it is as much His
divine prerogative to close the mouth and s:p.ut up spheres of usefulness
and activity, as it is to open the lips and send special messages of love and
mercy wheresoever and to whomsoever He will.
The case of our dear friend and brother, as our readers are aware, is
no ordinary one. Very soon after he had completed his university course,
and entered upon the sacred office of the ministry, it pleased God to
afflict him with blindness. For little short of forty yeal's has he laboured
under this most painful and distressing privation. Still, during the long
time we have personally known him-extending over a period of nearly
five-and-thirty years-never, in 0ne solitary instance, do we remember
the semblance of a murmur to have fallen from his lips, in regard to this
most severe visitation. On the contrary, he has been not only among
the most active, the most laborious, but among, likewise, the most cheerful, of men.
Few, we believe, among us but what may well take shame to ourselves,
in regard to the spirit, tone, and temper in which we have met the little (by
comparison) ailments, pains, privations, with which the Lord has seen fit
occasionally to test ~nd try us. Our brother, in this respect, has been so
marvellous a pattern of patience and resignation.
We have spoken of his activity in spite of his malady bf blindness;
and active and energetic he has been. Who that has known him personally but must remember the meeting him again and again, led by the
hand of his servant-boy, or conducted by some kind friend who was only
too happy to havo the honour and privilege of being his guide and companion to the Lord's house? Miles would he walk to and fro to that
house. Not mOl'ely for a considerable time would he take till'eo full
services on the Lord's-day, and one or more stated services likewis in
the week, but extra engagements, sometimes at mid-day and at othor
times in the evening, betwoen the Sundays.
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In a word, as far as the Lord's work was concerned, we believe it was
our brothor's uniform practice, with regard to every invitation to preach,
or l'equost to minister to the sick, the affiicted, a.d troubled, never to
say" No," if by any possibility he could comply with such request or
solicitation.
But this is not all. By no means. His so constant preaching, and
the reading and preparation which it entailed, would havo taxed a man
of ordinary strength, with his mental and physical powers in full play,
to say nothing of the so common blessing of sight; but other and most
onerous and responsible duties and responsibilities devolved upon him.
In God's mysterious providence our dear brother was called to prepare
the copy and read and revise the proof. sheets of the Bible for the blind.
We seem to see him now at this most arduous work-how arduous
none but those who know practically what preparation aud revision for
the press is.
Lacking sight, as our friend and brother so long has done, his own
reading of the raised or embossed characters was not sufficient. His.
devoted and painstaking wife, or some friend on her behalf, had to read
the sacred text, whilst Mr. GOWRING followed the reading by fingering
the raised characters. In preparing the copy or revising the proof-sheets,.
his want of sight naturally threw the greater stress upon the ear.
A large portion of the sacred volume was gone through a second anet
a third time in this way, when reprints of certain books of the Old or New
Testament were required.
In addition to this, Mr. GOWRING in the selfsame manner superintended
the printing of the Prayer Book for the blind.
Now, with respect to this work, he was called upon at any hour
in the day, up to a late hour of night, by the l'equirements of the
printer for either copy or proof. Again and again have we found him
most arduously and perseveringly at wOl'k, in this way, lot us drop in at
what hour we mig·ht.
" Well, and what was his compensation for all this? " it may be asked.
We are ashamed to reply to the supposed question. A five-pound note
very occasionally sent, but not exceeding four altogether! Twenty pounds
for executing a work that, in a commercial point of view, was worth, not
scores of pounds merely, but hundreds!
Well, he did it to the Lord, and not unto men; and as a sound divine
he has laboured as an unbeneficed clergyman of the Church of England
for little short of forty years. Hundreds and hundreds of far less competent men have been promoted, and he passed by. Nevertheless, his
witness is in heaven, his record on high. The" Well done, good and
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord," awaits him; and
such recognition of his services upon the part of Him who seeth not as
man seeth is worth more than ten thousand bishoprics !
THE EDITOR.
"POOR JOSEPH."-Joseph is the chief of sinners, but Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners, and J oseph loves Him for this. J oseph
has nothing to say for himself but that he is the chief of sinners; yet,
seeing that it is a "faithful saying" that J esus--He who made all
things-came into the world to save sinners, why may not J oseph, after
all, be saved 1

"
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THE ZEAL AND HOPE OF GOD'S LIVING FAMILY.
As the Holy Ghost from time to time'sheds abroad in the hearts of the
" election of grace" the love of God, this love works in them zeal for the
honour and glory of God, as the God of their salvation, and also a good
hope through grace. HenceThey refuse to be spiritually dishonest, or think themselves, or make
·others think, they are more than they feel they are as in God's sight.
They feel the Pharisee's prayer will not suit them, but that the prayer of
the publican will. They are led to see it is a small matter to be judged
-of man's judgment, but of the last importance for them to be interested
in the favour and friendship of God.
They abhor their own self-righteous spirit which cleaves to them, their
self-sufficiency and creature strength in divine things. Its meddlesome.ness they have proved has oft brought the soul into bondage and led it
.away from the simplicity which is in Christ; hence their cry, "0
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
.death? "
They want to be sinners saved by sovereign free grace. They do so
.admire and ardently love this way of salvation (and they know there is
no other) that their souls cleave :tast to it with the determination not to
know anything--in religious matters-save Christ and Him crucified.
" Sinners are high in His esteem,
And sinners highly value Him."
They want Christ to be magnified in them by a manifestation of
Himself to their souls, by making His Word sweet to their spiritual taste,
.and by causing their hearts to burn within them, that they may have an
experience of His word, "My sheep hear my voice;" "I know my sheep,
.and am known of mine" (John x. 14, 27). They want Him to be
magnified in delivering them from all their destructions, anrl. bestowing
on them grace to enable them to "walk worthy of the high vocation
wherewith they have been called," in all things.
They are most desirous to know and be well satisfied that their faith
.stands in the power of God, that their repentance is sin,cere, and that the
fear of God implanted within them will stand in the day of trial. They
are at times jealous lest their faith stand only in the wisdom of man or
their own knowledge of divine things, and want to prove that of it Christ
is the Author and li'inisher, and of it the poet's words are true"It lives and labours under load,
Though damped, it never dies."
Assured of this, they" reckon that the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in them."
They hope to have the Lord's felt presence in their souls when they
come to die-to die in Him, and be blessed in Him for ever, as it is
written, "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord" (Rev. xiv. 13).
They long for the day of His appearing, when their vile body, which was
"sown in dishonour, shall be raised up in glory," when, with the entire
Church, redeemed by blood-not a hoof left behind-they ~haH be presented to the Father as the bride, the Lamb's wife, to take their place
around the throne of God and of the Lamb for ever. This is the object
of all their fervent prayers and spiritual desires, the end of their faith,
and the consummation of their hope.
G. A.
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AGED PILGRIMS' ASYLUM.
TIIE fourth anniversary meeting was held on Tuesday, July~6th, on the
beautiful grounds of the Asylum, the fine day bringing together a
numerOus company, who, during the interval of the meetings, enjoyed a.
stroll on the lawn, occasionally changing words of greeting with friends
mot once more to encourage each other and the committee in this labour
of love.
..
The proceedings of the day commenced at three o'clock in the chapel,
when the Rev. W. B. Oarpenter, M.A., of St. James's, Holloway,
delivered an address. The place was quite full. Tea was provided at
five under a spacious marquee, which was entirely occupied. Olose by,
under a smaller one, was a profuse collection of articles for sale, under the
direction of the " Ladies' Working Association," for the benefit of the
Benevolent Fund, and we feel assured, from information given, that the
buyers were not few nor far between.
At half-past six the public meeting commenced under the presidency
of William Morley, Esq., who, although previously knowing little of the
institution, was soon at home with the Pilgrims' friends. We are of
opinion that many otaer city gentlemen are ignorant (not willingly) of
the objects and claims of this peaceful home for the Lord's aged and
poor people. They only want information in order to be its liberal and
warm supporters.
After singing and prayer, A. Marshall, Esq., treasurer, presented an
account of the past year's events, bearing on the finances, which was
encouraging, particularly dwelling on the building operations now going
on, by which forty additional rooms would be added for intended inmates,
thus increasing the household from eighty to one hundred and twenty
Pilgrims, besides attendants and servants. A large hall is also being
erected for public meetings, &c. This extension to the Asylum is owing
to a kind and generous friend of the Society, who will defray the entire
cost of the whole. By reason of this noble addition to the building, the
" Sustentation Fund" will need augmenting at least £200 per annum, to
meet the increased expenditure in rates, gas, water, wages, repairs, &c.,
and he (Mr. Marshall) earnestly called upon the friends of the Asylum
to aid by annual subscriptions for this particular object.
The meeting was then addressed by the Revs. William Frith, Dr.
Wainwright, S. K. Bland, and the venerable J. G. Oncken, from Hamburg, also by Mr. J ohnston, of Wimbledon.
.
After the customary vote of thanks to the Ohairman (who left ten
guineas donation), the benediction closed the proceedings.
The proceeds of the day are devoted to the" Sustentation Fund," and
the secretary, Mr. W. Jackson, will be glad to receive llames of new
subscribers, by letter addressed to the Asylum.
An old and valued friencl is now erecting forty additional rooms and
a hall, free of all cost to the Society, which will be ready for occupation
early next year; hence the necessity of increased help to the" Sustentation Fund," to meet the coming demands for maintaining the Asylum,
which will then accommodate one hundred and twenty pensioners.
An election for inmates will be announced when the new rooms now
building are near completion.
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Wreck of H.M.S. "Psyche," and a Bit of God's Love at Sixty.

By

CHARLES BRIDER, 2, The Nursery, Salisbury. To be had only of the
Author.
THIS is an invaluable tract. The true Spirit-born soul will revel in it, as
friving all the glory to w40m the glor.y is due. After detailing facts of
deep interest touching the scenes which the author witnessed in. voyaging
up and down the Mediterranean, and personally contemplating places
ever memorialized by the visits of the great Apostle of the Gentiles: he
tells of meeting with a poor old sailor of threescore, who, because his little
means had run out, strayed into the Soldiers and Sailors' Institute, at
Malta, where for nearly three years the author had conducted two meetings weekly. Here God graciously met with the poor old sailor, opened
his blind eyes, unstopped his deaf ears, took away his heart of stone, and
gave him a heart of flesh. When the Lord thus met with him, he could
not read, but, old as he was, grace-or, rather, the God of all gracekindled such a longing desire to feast his eyes and feed his heart upon
-the Word, that he set to work, speedily mastered the alphabet, then put
his monosyllables together. At length we find him -poring ovel' and
spelling word by word the fifteenth chapter of Luke. Speaking of this
precious portion of the W orel, the author says : It was read again and again, till the page was quite black with fingermarks. Going in one evening, and finding him drawing water from thi.s won·
drous well of salvation, I remarked, "Well, H---, no further yet?" "Ah,
sir," he replied, "I shall never get beyond this BIT OF GOD'S LOVE; it gets
sweeter every night, sir."
Mr. BRIDER addsThe last time I heard of my friend I was glad to find him still" following
Dn to know the Lord; " still "walking with the fear of God before his eyes,'
and witnessing a good profession of Christ Jesus before some six hundred men
()n the lower deck of a large man-of'war in Portsmouth harbour.
We cannot forbear quoting the annexed paragraphs from this admirable
little tract, and at the same time urge upon our readers to procure and
circulate such a valuable twopennyworth of genuine Gospel truth.
The Word of God affirms, "He that trusteth,in his own heart is a fool," and
Solomon, the wise man, awfully illustrates his own proverb (Prov. xxviii. 26 ;
1 Kings xi.). Peter, who was named a Rock, on one occasion nearly dashed
himself to pieces on his own iron coast, and, had not the everlastin g arms been
underneath him (undergirding) his frail barque (Acts xxvii. 17), he would have
fallen into the depths of eternal shame and everlasting woe (Luke xxii. 32). It
:has been justly observed, "There is no sin which a man ought not to fear, or to
think himself capable of committing, since we have in our corrupt will the
seeds of every sin." Who among us can safely say that his heart may not
hurry him into abominations that he cannot now think of without horror?
(2 Kings viii. 13-15.) If Eve in a state of innocence could believe the lie of a
serpent before thc -truth of her Maker (Gen. iii. 1-6); if Moses, the meekest
of men, could give way to ebullitions of angel' and impatience (Num. xii. 3) ;
if Abraham, the father of the faithful, could find bis back upon the land of
promise, and bis feet entering Egypt with a lie in his right hand (Gen.. xii.
10-13); if Aaron, the saint of the Lord, could set up and worship the golden
calf (Ex. xxxii. 2-5, with Psalm cvi. 16); if David, the ?1um aftel' Goel's own
Item·t, could discover his heart given up to adultery, murder, and deceit
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{2 Sam. xi. 4·-17); if Job, the ?nost patient of patriarchs, could curse the day of
his birth (Job iii. 1) ; jf Solomon, the wisest ojmen..could ~ake up ~ith strange
gods, and be guilty of monstrous polygamy (1 KlllgS XI.); and If the warm.
7Lewrted Peter could deny his Lord with. oaths and curses (Matt. xxvi. 74)
what may we not do? Truly," all men are liars." The best of men, whe~
left to themselves, are mournful spectacles of weakness and instability.
How true is the following : Young chi'istians too, b~fore they have .a true. s~nse of t~eir ?wn miseries,
very frequently say hard thmgs about the lllfirmltIes of God s samts, but with
them there is this difference, that, before they have grown many years older,
the complaints of God's elect children will give them fmore comfort than all
their own fancied superiority of strength and knowledge.
With a sacred fervour the author adds : Oh, when will the Lord's people haul down their party-Hags, and show in
its place THE UNION BANNER of the covenant? (Psalm Ix. 4.) Would
that we could see more primitive energy in preaching the great realities of
eternity in the streets, lanes, and thoroughfares of our great cities! It seems
to me the Lord is putting His real servants to shame for their great indif_
ference in this matter, by permitting the whole land to be visited with the
three great tidal waves of Americanism, Ritualism, and Rationalism.
Oh, for mora of the "Acts of the Apostles" earnestness in taking the
Gospel to every creature, depending upon the Holy Spirit to carry home the
message to the ransomed sheep of God!
May the Lord graciously visit His languishing churches with fresh sparks
of living fire! May He baptize His dear people afresh with every grace from
on high! "AI'ise, q Lord, into Th:r re~t; Thou, and the ark of Thy
strength. Let Thy prIests be clothed wlth rIghteousness; and let Thy saints
shout for joy" (Psalm cxxxii. 8, 9).

Other JJfen's Minds; or, Seven Thousand Ohoice Extracts in History, Sc~'ence,
Fhilosoph.y, Religion, goc. Selected from the Standard Authorship of
Ancient and Modern Times, and Classified in Alphabetical Order. By
F. DAVIEs, D.D. With steel illustrations. London: F. Warne and
00., Bedford Street, Strand.
GREAT judgment has been displayed in the production of this volume.
It contains an almost endless variety, the very pith and marrow of the
subjects chosen. It will serve admirably as a book of reference where
brief and telling quotations ar@ required.
Select Tlwughts on the jJIi"nistry and the Ohurch, goc. Gathered from the
Literature of All times, and Arranged for Immediate Reference. By Rev.
Dr. DAVIES. London: W. Tegg and 00., Pancras Lane, Oheapside.
ANOTHER admirably-selected volume. Although different in character
from the work just noticed, because the subjects are more especially of
one class, the compiler has, nevertheless, made a most desirable and im.
portant addition to our current literature.
The Pictorial World. Illustrated Newspaper. "Vols. I. and n. London:
Office, 62, Fleet Street.
WE some time since heard a lady, the mother of a large family, express
herself in terms of deep regret that she had ever allowed the volumes of
the Illustrated News to be sold, at a time of house changing. She stated
that they hUld proved such an endless fund of amusement for the children,
that she had, in consequence, greatly regretted their having been parted
with. In days gone by, we have seen the same in our own family group.

456

Tlte Gospel M aga:::z"nc..

In winter evenings and wet days, these illustrated journals have afforded
great entertainment. The two volumes before us present the same
attractiveness. The juniors of the household will revel in the endless
diversity here given-pictures of all kinds, for all times and all stages.
The volumes might well be labelled "Picture Scenes and Picture
Seasons," for passing events are chronicled by the artist as well as the
author. Adults, however, as well as children, will refer to these volumes
as furnishing an illustrated history of passing events, embracing everything of importance in the occurrences of every-day life. The volumes
before us are a marvel of cheapness.
Evangelical Principles,. A Series of Doctrinal Papers Explanatory of the
Positive Principles of Evangelical Churchmanship. Edited by the Rev.
EDWARD GARBETT, M.A., Vicar of Christ Church, Surbiton. London:
William Hunt and Co.
"VE cordially recommend this work. It is ably written, and likely to be
exceedingly useful. It consists of twelve papers by some of the most
eminent evangelical churchmen of the present day, on the following
important points :-The Rule of Faith, Sin, the Atonement, Justification,
Regeneration, Sanctification, the Church, Nature and Office of the Christian Ministry, Baptism, the Lord's Supper, Worship, Confession and
Absolution. Throughout these papers three great distinctive principles
are conspicuous. First, the personal contact of the believer's soul with
God, by the direct and immediate operation of God the Spirit, in contradistinction to the erroneous doctrine which affirms that the life of Christ
is communicated in tile first place to the body, the Church, and thence to
individual members of that Church. Secondly, the sovereignty of God
the Holy Ghost, in contrast with the view which limits Ris ordinary
working to ordinances and sacraments. Thirdly, the sole High Priesthood of the Lord Jesus, in contrast with the sacerdotal view of the Christian ministry.
Oil for Creaking Hinges,. or, Help ani! Comfort for Hm'cl Times: with
introduction by the Rev. Canon BELL. London: William Hunt and Co.
THIS is a little book by the author of "Toiling in Rowing," and is very
suitable for reading at mothers' meetings, or for a parochial library. It
contains teaching of the highest kind, interspersed with interesting anecdotes. and illustrations.
The Gospel in Song,. being a Selection of Words and Music suitable for
Prayer-meetings and Special Services. London: Sunday School Union.
Price sixpence.
SEVENTY-THREE sacred pieces and hymns, with full music, most of them
popular and well known.
Common Errors in Speaking ami Writing. By G. WASHINGTON MOON,
F.R.S.L., Author of "The Dean's English," &c. London: Hatchards.
Price sixpence.
WELL worth a careful perusal.
WE have also received :-" The Day of Rest; " " Sunday Magazine; "
" Sunday School Teacher; " "Evening Hours;" "ViUage Narratives;"
" Spiritual Blessing;" "Notes of Four Sermons preached by Frederick
Tryon; " "Missionary Leaves;" "Truth: What is it?" "The Morn-·
ing of Life; " &c., &0.

