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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which arc in any
trouble. by the comfoM; wherewith we ourselves are oomforted of God:'-2 OOR. i. t.

CHRIST SEEN BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT NOR SENSE.
" Like JJ1'ecious faith." -2 PET. i. 1.
IF there is one passage in our gracious Lord's history that presents
itself to our own mind with deeper interest than another, it is
that blessed r0cord at the close of the gospel of Luke: "And He
led them out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands, and
blessed them." Now, what was the effect, dear reader? Listen.
" And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from
them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped Him, and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the
temple, praising and blessing God. Amen."
Dear reader, just consider how great would have been the blank
had not Jesus so graciously manifested Himself as He did after His
death and resurrection. Supposing for a moment there had been no
ground for the testimony given in the first chapter of the Acts: "To
whom also He shewed lIimself alive after His passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God," how, intense would
have been the loss to His disciples and to the Church' of the living
God generally! Presume that the last we had heard of our adorable Lord was when upon the cross of Calvary He exclaimed, " It is
finished, and gave up the ghost; " that we knew nothing, as to actual
fact, of His having risen again the third day, and of His appearing
first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven devils;
oh, what a blank would there have been in our Bibles, if so be they
lacked the touching inquiry, "Woman, why weepest thou?" and
that loving salutation, "Mary," and the gracious commission, "Go
to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and
your Father, and to my God and your God."
Although His mediatorial work would as verily have been completed, and He would have triumphed over death, hell, and the grave.
yet great would be the Church's loss had there been no record of
G G
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" this same Jesus" drawing nigh to the two disoiples and oommuning
with them as they walked and were sad. Oh, what a gap would
there be in the testimony were the twenty-fourth of Luke,
twenty-fifth to twenty-seventh verses,laoking 1-" Then He said unto
them, 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken. Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter
into His glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He
expounded unto them in all the Soriptures the things oonoerning
Himself." What a blank, too, the absenoe of the after-testimony!
" And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us
while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the
Soriptures ?"
Supposing, moreover, "this same Jesus" had not appeared to His
disoiples, and oommuned with them, aooording to the reoord in the
next few verses of that last ohapter of Luke, or had all the preoious
faots given in the last ohapter of John been suppressed, or not have
ooourred, reader, we ask, would there not be a blank indeed?
This, therefore, is the idea whioh we wish to oonvey-the last, the
uppermost, impression left upon the minds of the disoiples: it was
not the Gethsemane anguish, not the arraignment n,t Pilate's bar,
and the indignities poured upon their Master's saored hen,d there; it
was not the sufferings upon Calvary's oross, the ory, "My God, my
God, why hast Thou forsaken me ?" it was not that terrible darkness whioh oame over the whole land from the sixth hour until the
ninth hour, not the earth quaking, the rooks rending, the graves
opening, the veil of the temple being rent in twain from the top to
the bottom. The last thoughts of the disoiples were not as they saw
Him, or assisted in His, being taken down fi>om the cross and laid in
J oseph's new tomb, wherein man never had been laid. They did not
finally leave His saored body within the sepulohre, a great stone being
rolled against the door thereof, and a watoh set. Nay, nor did they
simply subsequently hear the joyful tidings, "The Lord is risen
indeed." Nor was it enough that it should be testified, "Then were
the disoiples glad when they saw the Lord." All, all this was in its
plaoe blessed and most oonclusive n,s to the reality of His work, but
there was the orowning meroy yet-the very climax of blessedness:
this was, that, after His tarrying here on earth, n,nd so repeatedly
showing Himself as the very Christ, who was dead and now alive
again, He should so graoiously and deliberately" lead them out as
far as to Bethany," and there, after the promises given, the assuranoes made, and the purposos revealed, should lift up His hands and
bless them 1
Here was the last they saw-the last they heard-of their blessed
Lord and Master humanly, but there was a divine power assooiated
therewith, and under that power, and being now brought under the
preoious influenoe of FAITH, they felt as they had never done before.
They beoame, as it were, new men. Their Master-the heavenly
Bridegroom-had been taken from them, it is true. Nevertheless,

305

The Gospel lI.fag-azi1te.

under the blessed operations of faith, and in the near prospect of
receiving the promises of the Holy Ghost, who was, as the Comforter
and the Testifier and the Remembrancer, to abide with them for
ever, they "returned to Jerusalem with great joy;" such a joy as
that to which previonsly they had been comparative strangers, for
now they" walked by faith, and not by sight."
Contemplate, dear reader, the loving rebuke of the angels to the
wondering disciples," Yemen of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up
into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into
heaven."
We contend that as upon this ground the disciples were bade
anticipate the return of Jesus, that as He went ttp visibly into heaven,
"and a eloucl received Him out 0/ their sight," so in like manner He
should come again; yea, that solemn but most glorious truth should
be verified, "Behold, IIe cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see Him,
and they also which pierced Him; and all kindreds of the earth shall
wail becl1use of Him. Even so. Amen "-we contend, we say, that
upon this ground alone-to say nothing of any other ground-it is
the most awful presumption-yea, the most damning delusion-for
any poor sinner, be he who he may, or assume whatever character he
choose, to pretend to bring Christ down in a tangible form, or in any
way whatever, for the merely natural senses to contemplate. It is a
notion and a delusion diametrically opposed to the grand and fund9.mental principle laid down at the ascension of Jesus, to which the
angels here made reference, and under the precious power and
operation of which the disciples" worshipped Him, and returned to
Jerusalem wit,h great joy, and were continually in the temple, praising
and blessing God."
Reader, touching upon tangibility, or merely visible form or
appearan,ces, we would have you, in these dangerous and deceitful
days, prayerfnlly consider what the Apostle Peter himself says, in the
first chapter of his second epistle. "For," sajs he," we have not followed
cunningly-devised fables, when we made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord J esns Christ, but were eye-witnesses of His
majesty. For He received from God the Father honour and glory,
when there came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory, This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. And this voice which
came from heaven we heard, when we were with Him in the holy
mount." Then he adds: "We have also a more sure word of
prophecy." What! more sure than that of which the Apostle
testifies, "That which was from the beginning, which we h:we heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and
our hands have handled, of the word of life!" Yes, more sure
:than that, regarded in a mere fleshly or human point of view. The
merely hum::m sight of Christ, and the familiarity with Christ in a
:fleshly sense, was not that which abode with His disciples. For most
part, during Christ's sojourn among them, their eyes were holden and
G G
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their ears were heavy, that they were dull of hearing in a truly
spiritual and saving point of view. Their" walking and talking
with Jesus" was, by comparison, of very little use to them, until they
were brought under the precious power of faith, and under thegracious ministry and divine operations of the Holy Ghost.
Mark this, reader. Remember how that it was afterwards-a/te}'
His death and resurrection-they exclaimed, "This is what He said to
us whilst He was yet with us."
Hence we believe the meaning of the Apostle Peter in the words·
we were about to quote: "We have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the daystar arise in your
hearts," to be, " We have the law and the testimony"-we have His·
own written Word, which He has graciously left upon record forour benefit; to this" we do well to take heed;" "knowing this'
first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation.
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost."
In perfect unison with these views of the Apostle Peter, we havethe testimony of the Apostle Paul, where, touching upon merely
human sight or fleshly familiarity, he says, "Henceforth know we no
man after the flesh; yea, though we have known Christ after the
flesh; yet now henceforth know we Him no more."
What does this go to prove but the 'Utter fallacy, as well as the'
blasphemous idolatry, of any who would attempt to humanize Christ,.
or, in other words, by type, symbol, figure, or representation, seek
to bring Him down to the mere carnal conception or fleshly
apprehension of the creature? We unhesitatingly affirm that to'
say that Christ Himself is tangibly in the mere elements or tokens
or remembrances of His death is a "blasphemous fable and
dangerous deceit." It is substituting the sign for the substance,.
putting the ideal for the real, placing the dead for the living!
In order to make much of man, and with a view of investing him
with a priestly character, and hence enabling him to lord it over
his poor fallen fellow-creature, it is grossly perverting the Gospel
of Christ. It is running directly counter to the grand economy 'Of
salvation. It is superseding the fundamental law of Christ, which is
to " live and walk by faith," as seeing Him who is invisible, and who
in due time shall come again to be " glorified in His saints, and to be
admired in all them that believe." '"
Reader,whatever your views of self may be-however numerous your
" 'When preaching at the re.opening of Trinity Church, IIotwells, Bristol, in January,
1874, the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, whilst speaking of what he aptly termed
"Veiled Romanism," and of the great dangers to which at the present time, as a Church
and nation, we are exposed, said: "Many a man into whose sOlll thi, snbtle form of
temptation has silently entered will undertake an)' amollnt of personal labour, will manifest almost any and every form of self-denial, if only at length power over souls may ba
secured and recognised. 'What matter a hard life, days of toil and nights .01' watching, if
acknowledged power over the sOllls of others can at last be grasped, and the pale and worn.
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nrs and complicated as may be your condition and circumstancesbe assured your state is an enviable one, whilst it is made instrumental in preserving you from being led away by any of the
-deceits and delusions of the day in whioh we live. If your trials or
'afflictions are but made the m ans of nabling you to pursue and to
persevere in the old beaten tro. k by whlOh your fathers trod, happy
are ye! Remember this"Ooce they were mournin~ here below,
And wet thei1' couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears.
" I aaked them whence their vict'ry came;
They, with united breath,
Ascribed their conquest to the Lamb,
Their triumph to His death."

The reader cannot consider too carefully the nature and operations
,of FAITH. It is this precious principle, we contend, that brought
infinitely more peace and joy and comfort to the minds of the
disciples, as implanted and maintained in them by the personal
ministry of the Holy Ghost, than the bodily presence of Jesus. High
and glorious privilege that presence was; but, as we have already
sought to show, and of which there is abundant proof in the Scripture,
that privilege was but most imperfectly realized and enjoyed. As
minister can be veJ'ily regarded as the very closer and opener of the doors of heaven-the
medium between the soul and its Saviour, tbe bringer down of his very Lord upon the
table before which he is standing, and the holder of the soul secrets of the majority of
those grouped around him? Before such dread spiritual temptations, and such unper,ceived but really motive springs of action, all mere ontward details seem to fade away'
'into insignificance."
The bishop continues: "Imagine only for one moment the peril, if such a temptation
should succeed in obtaining a place in the souls of our younger men, and if that temptation should be fostered by the earnestness-I will not say superstition-of the most enthusiastic of those to whom he may minister. The you.th converted into the fatltet'
C011jCSS01'" the neophyte of yesterday tbe holder of mighty 3lJd mystic prerogatives on the
morrow., the young man who can perhaps hardly read tbe Book of Life in both the languages in which it was originally written suddenly something more than its authoritative
expounder; and all tbis, remember, in a Cburch where there are none of those restraints,
that discipline, and rigorously enforced subol dination which long and watchful experieoce
has introduced and maintained in the Church of Rome."
In commenting upon tbese grave and but 100 truthful remarks of the Bishop, we felt
it incumbent to add:
" We have long been deeply convinced that, however self. deceived as to their real motives
many of the copyists of Rome may be, still Ihe latent desire has been powe,'. In proof
of the truth of the Bishop's words, we knew personally of a most diligent, earnest, selfdenying young clergyman, recently labouring in his lordsbip's diocese. In one of his
-visits-and these were systematic, frequent, "nd persevering-he said to one who happily
was better and more Scripturally taught than himself, , You won't acknowledge my power,'
At another house, when the precious trutbs of God's most holy W·ord were insisted upon,
this zealous young man (we dare not call him minister, unless it be the minister of sin and
the messenger of Satan) said, 'How do you know that the Bible is true? You believe
it because you were taught to think so by some relative that believed it before you,' So
xigid was he in his penances and practices tbat we have been informed he has literally
fainted when going through the public services of the Church." (See Old Jona.tltan for
Feb., 1874.)
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stated in our last, it was a/te1' Jesus had led them out as far as to
Bethany; after He had lifted up His hands and blessed them, and
was parted from them; after they had returned to Jerusalem with
great joy; and after the promised Pentecostal blessing was bestowed
upon them, and they were made in very deed partakers of the Holy
Ghost, that they entered upon a state of living and of blessedness to
which they were comparatively utter strangers before.
It is only for the reader to consider the disciples-their words and
actions-before and after the death, resurrection, and ascension of
Jesus, and before and after the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the
day of Pentecost, to discover the marked and marvellous change in
them. What cowards before, how courageous now! How faithless
then, how faithful now! How little they knew before, how mUl;h
now! What little zeal for their Master in their previous condition,
how bold and zealous now! And why all this? Because, instrumentally, they had been made the partakers of faith, and because
they were called to live and walk by faith, and not by sigld.
Dear reader, consider, we pray you, how great the stress the
Apostle lays upon this glorious subject in that summary of Ohristian
doctrine and practice, the eleventh of the Hebrews. There, having
declared faith to be " the substance of things hoped 101', the evidence
of things not seen," he follows it up by a wondrous train of numerous
and blessedly-diversified examples of what that faith did for its partakers.
Again, in another definition of faith, observe he says, in regard to
the daily experience of the Lord's living and justified people, as called
to walk by faith, "For which cause we faint not; but though our
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not
at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal" (2 001'. iv. 16-18).
The teaching of the present day, for most part, runs directly contrary to this all-important principle of faith. Men want to sec and
to comprehend upon merely human or fleshly grounds. This they
never can. Hence says the Apostle, "The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of Gael; for they are foolishness unto,
him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."
Now, the SpiJ:it-quickened and Spirit-led have, in these momentous
matters, "bread to eat which the world knows not of." They are
nourished and sustained by the hidden mamw, which is OHRIST; not
Ohrist, as blasphemously set forth by would-be sacrificing priests in
the mere emblems of bread and wine, left by the Lord Himself as
simply 1'cmembrancers of His parting words and dying acts. No;
but Ohrist as received and apprehended by faith. Nothing tangible
to the sight or the taste; but purely a spiritual act, under the,
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prccious operations offaitlt, as implanted and maintained by the Holy
Ghost.
Reader, how blessedly is this subject brought out in that marvellous chapter, the first chapter of the first epistle of Peter, where we
verily reap the benefits and the advantages of that trial of faith to
which the Apostle himself had personally been so deeply subjected.
Mark his language, beloved:
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which,
according to His abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope (do observe this, a lively hope-nothing seen, no tangibility, but a lively or living hope) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you (mark this, reserved in
heaven for you-unseen, not as yet in possession, but reserved! in
store!) who are kept by the power of God (a double keeping, the
inheritors kept for the inheritance, and the inheritance kept for the
inheritorn) tlwoztgh faith (here is the grand principle, thrOltgh faith)
unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time. Wherein ye
greatly rejoice (that is, prospectively, in hopc and by faith), though
now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations, that the trial of your faith (mark this, reader-the trial
qf YOUI' faith) being much more precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."
Now, reader, here comes the climax to which we wish so specially
to call your attention, as being so blessedly illustrative of that great
principle of faith for which we are contending, and the which is so
dU'ectly opposed to the sight, the sense, or the tangibility of which
we have spoken, "vVhom lutting not seen, YE I,OVE; in whom,
thouglt 110W yc 8('C Him not, YET BELIEVING, ye lYj'oice with joy unspeakable and full of glory,. receiving (prospectively by faitll) the end
(or purpose or object) of yourfaitll, even the salvation of your souls."
Now, what, we ask, has a mere" wafer-Christ "-a man-made
Saviour-to say to this? We say it is damning idolatry; and the
poor dupe of the devil, or the deceived and deceiving one who lives
and dies under such delusions, will, alas! alas! reap the fruits of his
hapless doings in eternal :md irremediable misery.
Header, bear with us iu using strong language whilst touching
upon these momentous matters. We assure you it, as it were, chills
the blood in our veins when we see round and about us poor souls
entrapped and ensnared, and led on and 011 to destruction, by means
of these vile pretenders to priestly power and authority. vVithin a
short distance of where we at this moment write one of these deluded
and deluding ones-little more than out of his teens-recently
declared to a poor dying man that" he could not be saved unless he
confessed his sins to a priest." Oh, what a fearful reckoning awaits
such awful presumers!
But we gladly turn from these passing remarks to another precious
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. etting forth of the power and preciousness of faith. We allude to
he words spoken by our blessed Lord and Master to poor unbelieving
l'homas: "Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen
me, thou hast BELIEVED; blessed are they that have not seen, and yet
HA VE BELIEVED."

Now, we contend that there are thousands upon thousands of precious souls who are entitled to the same gracious testimony respecting
theirfa£th, and yet, for most part, have little or no apprehension of
the fact.
The poor soul who has been led by grace divine, and under the
precious power and ministry of the Holy Ghost, to see and feel
himself a poor lost, undone sinner, thoroughly helpless and
thoroughly hopeless as far as he himself, or by any creature
doings, is concerned; and that selfsame one led correspondingly to
feel and acknowledge, with regard to the person and work of Ohrist,
that "neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none
other name under heaven given llmong men whereby we must be
saved" (A.cts iv. 12); we say, that the soul which is thus taught
believes in Ohrist, and that to the salvation of his soul, although as
yet he does not feel the comfort upon the ground of the personal
realization. of it. This, however, is in reserve; and this most
assuredly he shall have in God's own good time. Delays are not
denials. "The vision is yet for an appointed time; but at the end
it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it
will surely come, it will not tarry."
If the reader has been brought to the position of which we have
spoken-namely, to feel himself a poor lost sinner, and to know that
Jesus, and He alone, can save, and that without any merit or doing
of the creature-oh, that such may be led to see that it is the
Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghost only, that could bring him to this
blessed knowledge! It grieves us to think how much the Holy
Ghost is dishonoured in this failing to see and acknowledge, upon
the part of poor sin-convinced souls, that this is H£s work. Only let
them compare their present state with their former condition, or let
them contrast their present circumstances with those by whom they
are surrounded, and by each such comparison well may they say,
" What hath God wrought?" and then, having been brought to a
peTsonal realization that the Lord hath in very deed done somewhat for them, how sweetly and blessedly does it prove their own
individual interest in the assurance, "Being confident of this very
thing, that He that hath begun a good work in you will perfect it
until the day of Jesus Ohrist!" Moreover, equally interested are
such in the testimony, " The path of the just is as the shining light,
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day."
Finally, dear reader, we would a.sk, are you among those who are
"looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ"? If so, remember that
precious Scripture, for your encouragement, amid all your trials and
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and distresses, " Soon He that shall come will come, and will
not tarry." Consider, too, those other precious portions, "Our conversation (or citizenship) is in heaven, .!I'om whencc also we look /01' the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall change (or re-fashion) our
vile body (are you anticipating with glowing delight this blessed
fact, dear reader ?), that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious
body, according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue
all things unto Himself." Again," Unto them that look for Him
shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation."
Oh, how well would it be for the dear children of God, amid all
their doubts and fears, and self-hate and dissatisfaction, just to analyze
their state in this particular. Let such, as we have already said,
compare their present position with their past condition, or let them
compare their state of mind with the vast majority of those by whom
they are surrounded. Whilst they formerly dreaded, as their friends
and neighbours now dread, the veriest sign or token of the Lord's
coming, in spite of all they feel and fear, there is a certain springing
up of hope, desire, and expectation in regard to this glorious prospect.
Such doubting, fearing, trembling ones may scarcely recognise or
admit the fact, still there it is as an essential feature and a precious
ingredient in the new and imperishable life of which by grace divine
they have been made the partakers.
We remember one who, after a first visit from Jesus, just fifty
years ago, happened to meet with this couplet" And those who long my face to see
Are sure my love to gain."

"If that be true," thought he, "then all is well, for the Lord knows
I do long to scc I-lim."
This brings to mind our last interview with a dear old pilgrim (the
late Mr. Whitby) whom we first met in the neighbourhood of Yeovil,
in the spring of 1859. We never meet -with or think of the verse,
without his cominginstantly to our recollec~on,
" There shall I see His face "-

then raising his hand, in the most emphatic way, he eontinued" And neve,', never sin"-

ah, that seemed to him to be the very climax of blessedness-the
riddance from a poor vile, sinful body. Reader, is it so with you?"There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

Oh, what a mercy if, upon the part of the reader, there is a personal understanding of these verities-a practical knowledge of these
" secrets of the Lord which are with them that fear Him "-an inward
uplifting, a responding, a heart echo, which testify that the things of
which we have spoken are no "parables" to the reader. What a
mercy if such be the case!
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Reader, " cast not away thy confidence, which hath great recom·
pence of reward." Whatever your fears-however depressed-dark
and gloomy as may be your present state of mind-different as
things are to what you would have them-can you-dare you-deny
that you have no interest in these lines, for example" I love to meet among them now,
Before Thy gracious feet to bow,
Though vilest of them all" :t

Can you say that, reader? Then, as sure as there is a God in
heaven, !Jon are et living sonl, and that precious pOl'tion is yours to all
intents and purposes: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, HA'l'H everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but IS passed from
death unto life."
St. Lztke'E', BedminsteJ', July 4, 1876.
THE EDITOR.
PASSING THOUGHTS.
I WAS witness to a pretty action that led to some enlarged thoughts,
and which may suggest fuller and more extensive ideas of divine love
and faithfulness to the reader.
Walking down a street meditating upon the deep distress of a dear
and valued servant of God who, with eleven children to provide for (and
the oldest but a child in intellect), was suffering from deep poverty owing
to grievous losses, I noticed a horse and trap standing at a shop door;
at the same moment a wagon loaded with hay slowly passed, and the
horse belonging to the trap had an opportunity to seize several bites of
hay. In his haste as the wagon moved on much of each mouthful fell
On the ground, and when it had passed the poor horse looked down on
the ground at the hay, but was unable to reach it. A little boy passing
at the moment quick as thought ran into the road, picked up the
scattered bits, and gave them to the poor horse, and soon it was all
munched up. ' , Well," thought I, " this little child could see the wants of
this dumb animal, and had kindness of heart to supply them just at the
right moment; and will a g-racious God, who has won the love and
confidence of a poor sinner, neglect his wants, leave him to perish, refuse
to hear his petitions, turn away from his sighs and tears, and permit
him and his children to starve for want of food, and to be turned out of
their home to beg their bread? " The trials of God's people from poverty
are numerous, and may well draw out the self-denying sympathy of those
who are at ease in Zion. Prayer in cases where means are not equal to
supply the needs of the distressed is all that many of the children of
God have to give, and very precious are such pleadings, and very prevalent with God; but prayer, as one observed lately, "is cheap," and
those who pray rightly will be taught to give liberally, as God prospers
them. " He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully; but God is able to
make all grace abound toward you, that ye, always having all-sufficiency
in all things, may abound to every good work; " so saith the Word of the

Lord.
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PILGRIM DAYS.
" Few and evil have the days of the years of my life been."-GEN. xlvii. 9.
SUCH was the language of dear old Jacob. Reviewing the days of the
years of his pilgrimage, he summed them up as "few;" and so they were
compared with the age which the patriarchs who had gone before
attained to, and more especially as compared with that eternity which
was before him. And then he calls them" em'! "-not, we apprehend, in
the way we commonly understand the word, but rather that his days
had been fraught with trial and affliction, not unmingled, though, with
the sunshine of God's presence and the favour of His blessing and
smile.
Although peculiarly loved of God, I am inGlined to think that the
deep sorrows which darkened his after life were attributable to his acting
according to the will of the flesh, instead of carefully walking in theways of the Lord. Especially do we allude here to that act of subtlety by
which he obtained his father's blessing. I know full well that God had
ordained that the elder should serve the younger, that the basis of God's
work with him was that memorable assertion to Rebekah, "Two nations
are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy
bowels, and the one people shall be stronger than the other people, and
the elder shall serve the younger." This, we know, like all God'sdeclarations and covenant promises, was accomplished; but we nowhere
read that God directed J acob to use subtlety to bring it about, and that
act, to my mind, was running before tlw Lord, which, as we have said,
brought J acob and Rebekah as well into deep sorrow. Ah! what a
sorrow it must have been to the mother to have to part with the son of
her love through that act !-1 think we are correct in saying never to see·
him again.
There are certainly light shades in the act referred to; as, for instance,
Esau, the cunning hunter and man of the field, whose character is asdistinct from J acob's as darkness from light. When he sold his birthright for a mess of pottage, to gratify his carnal desires, the blessing may
be said to have been included in the birthright, and therefore J acob only
obtained his due. This may be true, but what we are contending for
is that it is beneath the doings of a pure and holy God to lead His child
to subtle dealing; and if we say, as some do, that Rebekah, in putting
skins of goats upon the smooth of Jacob's neck and upon his hands, in
order to deceive the poor old blind father and obtain the blessing of
the fustborn, was acting under divine impulse, this is tantamount to
charging God with sin and subtlety, from which we must recoil at once,
and we \lan come to no other conclusion than that it was a running before
the Lord, which brought upon J acob many trials and calamities of a deep
hue.
Apart from this act, no Christian can rl;lad the life of J acob and Esau
without feeling the secret of God's wiiI, as conveyed in those words ~
"Jacob have I loved, and Esau have I hated;" und he must be a man
of obstinate mind indeed who can ponder over the history of those two>
men and still deny the doctrine of God's sovereign electing love.
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But that which has arrested our attention at this time is that expression: "The days of my pilgrimage." What a pilgrimage-a journeying from one place to another-it was! First, he dwells in Canaan,
from thence he removes to Padan-aram; for a season he sojourns there,
and then back again to Canaan; for some time he d welt at Succoth, and
then to Shechem; after that at Hebron ; and, lastly, down to Egypt. And
is it not ofttimes so with the Lord's people now? True, we may meet with
some families who all their lifetime have settled in one spot, but we
think the majority know what it is to be driven hither and thither. They
have at times thought to make a comfortable nest for themselves, but
·circumstances over which they have had no control have put a thorn in
the nest, and they have had to pitch their tents elsewhere; but, whether
this is so literally or not with them, it will ever be the case spiritually.
Every child of God will experience that he is but a sojourner in this wildern~ss world. He is ever seeking a city whose Builder and Founder is God.
This is not his rest. Sometimes when we get into a depressed state and
magnify our troubles, believing that none are tried like ourselves, it
does us good to compare notes with others. Look, for instance, at J acob's
trials, whether brought on by his own unbelief and creature actings, or
in connection with that blessed fact concerning him, "The hand of God had
taken him into the wilderness." There walil in his earlier days his
-separation from his mother, who so dearly loved him, which separation
was brought about by the act referred to. There was then his becoming
a wanderer; he knew not where he was going-fleeing from the rage
·and wrath of his brother, with a consciousness, to say the least, that he
had most certainly wronged him. Then there was his long service with
Laban; for twenty-one years he toils at Padan-aram; and when he leaves,
weary and worn, there was Laban's threatened pursuit. 'Then he has to
pass beside the border of the hill country in which Esau, his injured
brother, had grown into a warlike tribe. Then there was that fearful trial
f"Or an anxious father, the shameful fall of Dinah, the daughter of Leah,
which she bare unto Ja(;Ob, and the consequent conduct of Simeon and
Levi, concerning which J acob said, "Ye have troubled me, to make me
to stink among the inhabitants of the land." Then there was the holy
anger he was wrought up to at the idolatry of Rachel, who, there can be
little doubt, had stolen her father's ima~es with the intention of secretly
worshipping them. And then came the lengthened trial with his children,
the climax of which we have in those words, "Me have ye bereaved of
my children: J oseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin
away; all these things are against me." These were some of the trials
he had to endure, which he himEelf refers to as "THE DA.YS OF HIS
DISTRESS." A pretty long catalogue, dear reader, surely! What say you,
then, with regard to the comparing notes? Is thy lot so hard?
But let me remind yon of another thing: with all thy trials, child of
God, you had better by far be a Jacob than an Esau. Eaau had never
longed for a spiritual blessing; temporal prosperity and carnal gratification was all he cared for: he wanted to live to this world, and he did.
But "who hath made thee to differ?" who bath made thee a wrestler
with God? who hath made thee say,
" Thou hast helped in ev'ry need;
This emboldens me to plead :
After so much mercy past,
Canst Thou Jet me sink at last?
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" No! I must maintain my hold;
'Tis Thy goodness makes me bold:
I can no denial take
When I plead for Jesu's sake"?
We repeat, how came you with such desires, such wrestlings for lli
blessing? Surely it is the LOl'd's work; and He hath made thee to·
differ from Esau. And how this very difference marks the reality of life
divine!
Reader, I ask not have you accomplishments, have you position in
this world, are yOIl rich, or are you poor: the momentous question iS r
have you life? If you have, there will be a thirsting after spiritual
things, a felt low line s of the creature, and an earnest desire to exalt
Christ. There will be a difference in your pursuits and pleasures from
those which the worldling takes delight in. You will love the courts of
the Lord, sigh for the ministry of the Word to be brought home with the
power of the Holy Spirit. Such tokens will be manifest; and, wherever
they appeal', we hesitate not to affirm you are no Esau, but a Jacob,
even a wrestler with God, one of the seed royal, and a prince of the·
Most High God.
And then let me remind you of another thing in connection with th~
pilgrimage of J acub, namely, the close and perpetual presence of God
wMch lw realized. Soon after leaving his father's home, we find him
lighting on a cert,ain place where, having tarried all night, and making.
the stones of that place his pillow and the earth his couch, he has in
his dream one of the most remarkable revelations of God ever received:
by man. Then, again, at Mahanaim God's host of angels met him, probably the sam'3 host that he had seen ascending and descending the
ladtler beheld in the foremflntioned revelation. Then, again, there wrestled
with him One concerning whom he said, "I have seen God face to face."
And so the Lord seellle,l to keep up a constant intercourse with His
favoured servant, and .leal with him in a way which gave full proof of
His declaratioLl, "J ac"b have I loved." Dear reader, we may not know
what such remfLrlmble and special manifestations of God are, but we·
are not withollt our SflfLflons of hallowed joy, when He breaks in upon us
and whispers words of l.,ye and peace.
Ah! beloved, tllese tirnAs of communion with God are like "green
spots" in one's history. Have you not known what it is to be trudging
along a dusty road on a hot summer's day when you come to a tempting·
pathway through a shady copse? Oh, how raised the spirits become as
one treads upon the soft gra,s, or reclines under the refreshing shade,
and more so if we presenrly gain "a sight of the brook by the way."
Row much more so in c/>lluection with spiritual things! Oh, the sweetness
of turning aside from the dust and turmoil of life, and realizing the
shade of a Saviour's covering, and the pastures of a Saviour's love, and:
when we sip of the w ter of eternal life, and hold fellowship and communion with our God. Oh, we do, blessed be the Lord, know what
some such seaSOIlS are, although they may be few and far between. We
are not without, our "green spots," which we look back upon with
gratitude, and l11'pp. rOll' more in remaining "days of our pilgrimage,"
in fulfilment of r,be ,,,·,.. mi~.' "Thou shalt see greater things yet."
.
Ah! when we ':')111·
I'eality of life, how we see that there is
nothing like thi .. ill \' c:' \ ,.'
,tiun of Christ to the soul as the hope of
glory. "'lV'e mel-l t ,~'ijh :"i
of thoughtful care, who have to struggle
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hard to make ends meet. We come in contact with those whose surroundings compel them to keep up a respectable appearance, but who
have a day by day fight to keep" the wolf from their doors." We
mingle with men who are" contending anxiously with the commercial
competition of the times, who appear outwardly cheerful, but whose
"spirits sink within them when the excitement of the day is over. What
will meet the case of all such like the balm of true religion, the stay of
safety in Christ? Or, if we turn to domestic life, we meet with the
anxious mother in the midst of a larg-e and growing family. It may be
that the health of her earthly beloved is waning, and she thinks of the
future, when the means of sustenance for herself and children are gone;
or we meet with the widow, who already feels the loss of the one who
was her companion and joy, and the gap is unbearable and the gloom
intense. In all such cases, again, nothing will calm like the presence of
Him who has promised to be a Father to the fatherless and a Husband
to the widow.
But we have just referred to the green spots of our pilgrimage. Oh,
it is blessed to look back at them, to call them to remembrance, but still
more ble~sed when we gain a renewed visit and are enabled to dot down
another signal manifestation of J esus. We have also mentioned that at
Mahanaim Jacob was met by the angelic host whose footsteps he had
seen upon the heavenly ladder twenty-one years before.
I was much struck with our dear Editor's dwellings upon the expression, "This same Jesus." It was in Jacob's case this same host, but had they
been inactive between the times? Oh, no. He has given His angels
charge over us to keep us in all our ways. They are ever round about us,
bearing us in their hands, lest at any time we dash our feet against a
stone.
So with our precious Jesus: between the seasons of visitation He is
"this same Jesus "-ours for ever, and weHis for ever-watching over us,
securing all for us, living for us, and ever bringing us onwards to glory.
But there is another thing in connection with the pilgrimage of Jacob
worthy of our notice, namely, that, with all the special manifestations
alluded to, he seemed to be {t poor timid, nervous man to the end of the scene,
always foreboding things which never came to pass. For instance, his
great fear and distress when he heard that Esau and his company
were coming to meet him, and again his trembling lest the Canaanites
and Perizzites should gather themselves together against him to slay
him and destroy his house; furthermore, his fear to send Benjamin to
Joseph, lest something ShOUld happen to him; and, once more, when his
heart fainted and he believed not the testimony of his sons concerning
his long lost J oseph. But in all these experiences the Lord was better to
him than all his fears. The dreaded meeting with Esau came to a most
brotherly and friendly end. The Canaanites and Perizzites were not permitted to destroy him. Benjamin returned to Jacob unharmed, and
the doubting patriarch again embraced his long lost Joseph.
But, dear reader, with regard to such timidity and nervousness, are
we one whit better than Jacob? With an that we have realized of a
precious Christ, are wo delivered from fears as to the future? have we no
doubts or misgivings? The writer knows one, at all events, who must
plead guilty.
Well, then, those who live in glass houses cannot afford to throw stones.
No, place usin similar circumstances to that in which the timid and nervous
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Jacob was placed, and then see whether our mountain would stand so
strong as we are wont to imagine.
There is another thing that marked the character and course of Jacob
that will also mark the character and course of everyone of J acob's followers, namely, that which we may describe as inner teaclting. Thy comforts
within-that's it, "within" -have refreshed my soul. I do not know whether
others will understand us when we say that sometimes the very text given
out by the minister has come with such melting sweetness that we have
said, "This is enough; I have my feast here." The passage is a sermon of
itself, as applied by the Spirit of God. At other times a simple word in
some part of the service again becomes just the food suited to the need.
How precious to the writer's mind, in the sanctuary the other day, were
those words: "I waited for Thy lovingkindness, 0 God, in the midst of the
sanctuary "(Prayer Book version). That thought of just waiting in perfect
helplessness, yet with felt need, for the Lord to display His goodness and
mercy, I could not command it, Ihad no power of my own to obtain it, yet
in my want I waited with open mouth, as itwere, for the Lord to feed me.
We do not want, in the foregoing remarks, to seem to undervalue the
faithful preaching of the Gospel; far otherwise. Still, is it not so, dear
reader, that the Word applied tells its own truth, and when sealed home
itself becomes a feast of fat things to the waiting soul?
Another thing we are reminded of in Jacob's comse is that it is not
easy circumstances, but, on the contrary, untoward ones, that drive us closer
home to Jesus. On a hard pillow of stones, and with the hard earth for
his couch, he had that wonderful vision we have already referred to.
Ah! beloved, is it not sometimes under hard circumstances and earthbinding cares that the child of God gets the best and brightest moments
of joy? Have you not known what it is when you have drifted into
sCllooth waters to have all spiritual desires and enjoyments taken away
from you, as it were, and you sink down into au indifferent and lukewarm state? Ah! depend upon it, the soft pillow of easy circumstances
lulls to sleep, while the hard pillow of adversity brings visions unknown
and unfelt in times of prosperity. Reader, if you know what a pilgrim's
course is, I am sure you will understand what we say. I do not expect
the professor of religion to understand us, but, as face answers to face in
water, we are satisfied the tried and tempted children of God know experimentally what these things are.
But, in dwelling- on the pilgrim days of J acob, there are two precious
statements he makes upon one occasion, which we must not omit to refer
to. J acob had beheld the countenance of Laban turned away from him,
and not towards him as before. and J acoo sent and called Rachel and Leah
to the field unto his flock, ~nd said unto them, "I see your father's
countenance, that it is not toward me as before; but the God of my father
llath been with me. And ye know that with all my power I have served
your father. And your father hath deceived me, and changed. my wages
ten times; but God sufferedllim not to ll'~rt rne."
Now look, dear reader, at these two precious assertions, " The God of
myfatlwr hath been with me." Must we not say the same? Witll some it
is literally so, that the God of one's father hath been with us. To the
writer it is one of the treasured things in life that he is following in the
footprints of a revered and godly father, long since gone home to his rest,
and that, while he is thus pursuing the pilgrim's pathway, it is an
additional consolation to him that many (he trusts it may be all) of his
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own beloved children are also following on to know the Lord; but, whetherthis is so or not with us with re~ard to this close home relationship, yet·
it may be said of all the children of God, in connection with the,
worthies who have gone before, "The God of my father hath been with
me." Oh. how precious to have realized this! To my mind this being
LINKED with the worthies who have gone before is a very precious feature
of our most holy fath-that Abraham's God is my God, Isaac's God my
God, and Jacob's God my God, and that in God's covenant relationship
He will be as much with us iu our wilderness wandering's as He was withthem. He hath been with me; He will be with me even unto the end.
At no time will He forsake me, but will fulfil all He has promised
concerning His blood-bought family.
And then there is that other expression of Jacob's, which we have said'
must not be passed over: "But God 8~tJfered him not to hurt me." Have
you not felt that the restraining hand of God has been upon the arm of
the enemy, so as to render it powerless to hurt you? and have you not
again and again been convinced that God has so worked on your
behalf, that when there was every probability of your opposer crushing
you he has not been suffered to touch a hair of your head? When
Jacob, at God's command, arose aud went to Bethel, it is said that
"the terror of God was upon the cities that were round about them,
and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob." Surely here is the·
special preservation; aud we believe it is similar again and again in the·
experience of many of His people. A peculiar terror or fear falls upon
their enemies, and they lose heart in attempting to harm a child of God..
They plot and design his downfall, for they hate him on account of hiS'
religion, but they are restrained from putting their designs into force,
and God's child is preserved by his loving Father. "No weapon that is
formed against them shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise up.
against them in judgment He will condemn."
There is one thing that must always have inspired Jacob with hope,.
namely, that the coveuant promises given to Abraham and Isaac now·
centred in him; but mark, if they centred in him, they also descend to·
every elect vessel of mercy-to everyone of God's spiritual Israel. Ah!
beloved, if you want comfort, lay hold by faith of God's covenant, and
trace Him as a covenant God, and all His promises as covenant promises..
I can find no solid assurance but in such a basis.
One thought more about the pilgrim days of J acob. After having lived'
seventeen years in Egypt with his beloved J oseph, he became conscious
that his end approached, and now his yearning for the prosperity and welfare of his children was the one uppermost thought as far as earthly thingswere concerned. Ah! reader, if you are the head of a family who will
have presently to leave dear ones greatly beloved, you can enter into
these feelings. But oh, the mercy of being desirous, like J acob, of
committing them into the hands of a covenant God, and of being sweetly
satisfied that He who hath done such great things for you will do great
things for them! And then comes, we doubt not, the thought, Well, in
leaving all, there are my poor bones; bury them with my kindred. God
will take care of them; they are His own, as well as the soul; leave them
in His hand till the great resurrection-day. Then cometh the end-earth
for ever farewell-the pilgrim days are ending, and I see ' a door
opened in heaven.' Sounds are closer heard; they are what we may
call the echo of heaven." I was much struck the other day, while standing
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at a gate overlooking a pleasant pastoral scene, and listening to the
distant pealing of church bells, to hear a second after each peal ra-echoed
along a valley. I never heard anything more distinct and clear. Oh,
how it reminded one of the echo of heaven! When a poor sinner is born
again, and brought to the feet of Jesus in deep penitence of soul, there
is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth. There's the echo. When
a child of God puts up a cry at the throne of grace, it ascends, and,
through his ever-living Intercessor, enters within the veil. Oh, think of
the echo of that cry in those sacred places, and the answer he gets in
showers of blessings. When a company of the Lord's people meet and
mingle their praises to the Most High, oh, think of how those praises
l'esound through the courts of' heaven, giving' joy and honour
there. What a reciprocity, if we may be allowed the expression, there
is between the Church militant and the Church triumphant! ,Ve have
heard that on a certain shore where the fishermen push out to their
trawling ground, some mile or so away from land, it is the custom of their
wives and children to sit on the beach and start some favourite ditty,
which will be taken up by their husbands and sons while at their work,
and thus the re-echo will come across the expanse of sea which for a
time separates. them. Ah! it is so with the one Church of Christ;
part are on the shores of earth, but. if they sing the praises of' their
Lord, it will be re-echoed by their kindred in Christ whom the sea of
life only separates for a time. Oh, to realize more of this oneness of
the family of God and more of the re-echo of heaven!
But to return to the closing ~IP of the pilgrimage. In Jacob's case, what
a making up for all losses and crosses in the beholding once more his
beloved J oseph ! What a making up it will be to us, reader, of all we
have passed through, when we behold our spiritual Joseph, the J-Jord
Jesus Christ!
" Here griefs and cal'es and pains
And fears distress us sore,
But there eternal pleasure reigns,
And we shall weep no more."
Thus we have touched upon some of the points of J acob's "pilgl'im
days;" more we could not do at this time. Ponder over them, beloved.
His running before the IJord, which brought upon him and Rebekah
much sorrow; his journeyings from one place to anuther, manifesting
the pilgrim life; his varied trials, which he calls his "days of dish'ess,"
and which must lead us in "comparing notes" to feel that our portion
is fraught with mercy; the marked and special love of' His covenant
God for him, his constant realization of the presence of the Most High
with him, which must have been as "green spots" to him by the way;
his exhibition of a poor timid, nervous man to the end of the scene,
that "inner teaching" so precious to the child of God, sustaining and
cheering him on the way; his twofold assertion that the God of his
father had been with hiLl, and that He had not suffered Esau and,
others to hurt him; that great point that must have upheld him.
namely, that the cuvenant promises of his God centred in him; the.
Lord blessing his latter end, and crowning his life with His goodness;
his yearning for the prosperity of his children as the end approached,
and the blessed closing of his" pilgrim days." These and many other
points we have brought before you, dear reader: may they be blessed to
your soul. Are you feeling that yours are" pilgrim days" indeed, and that
.

HH

410

The Gospel Magazine.

they have, on review, been" few and evil"? Is your pathway chequered
still with many sorrows? Well, cheer up, J acob;s God is your God, and,
" If the Lord our Leader be,
We may follow without fear;
East or west, or land or sea,
HOME WITH

Hur

IS EV'RYWHERE."

That you may feel this to be so throughout your" pil[Jt'lJn days," is the
"desire of yours in the Lord,

IJerby.

G. C.

QUEEN ELIZABETH AND THE DEAN.
Dean of Christ Church, who preached before Queen Elizabeth
one New Year's Day at St. Paul's, having gotten from a foreigner several
fine cuts and pictures representing the stories and passions of the saints
and martyrs, had placed them against the epistles and gospels of their
'festivals in a Common Prayer Book. This book he caused to be richly
bound, and laid it on the cushion, for the Queen's use, in the place where
she commonly sat. When she came to her place she opened the book
and perused it, and saw the pictures, but frowned and blushed, and then
shut it, and calling the verger bid him bring her the old book wherein
she was formerly wont to read. After sermon she went straight to the
'vestry, and applying herself to the dean thutl she spake to him. Q. MJ;.
Dean, how came it to pass that a new Service-book was placed on my
cushion? To which the dean answered-IJ. May it please your Majesty,
I caused it to be placed there. Q. Wherefore did you so? D. To present.
your Majesty with a New Year's gift. Q. You could never present me
with a worse. D. Why so, Madam? Q. You know I have an aversion to idolatry, to images, and pictures of this kind. D. Wherein
is the idolatry, may it please your Majesty? Q. In the cuts representing
angels and saints; nay, grosser absurdities, pictures resembling the
blessed Trinity. D. I meant no harm, nor did I think it would offend
your Majesty when I intended it for a New Year's gift. Q. You must
needs be ignoran't then: have you forgot our proclamation against images,
pictures, and Romish relics in the churches? Was it not read in your
.deanery? D. It was read; but be your Majesty assured I meant
harm when I caused the cuts to he bound with the Service-book. Q.
You must needs be very ignorant to do this after our prohibition of
"them. D. It being my ignorance, your Majesty may the better pardon
me. Q. I am sorry for it, yet glad to hear it was your ignorance rather
than your opinion. D. Be your Majesty assured it was my ignorance.
Q. If so, Mr. Dean, God grant .you His Spirit and more wisdom for
the future. IJ. Amen, I pray God. Q. I pray, Mr. Dean, how came you
by these pictures? who engraved them? D. I know not who engraved
•them. I bought them. Q. From whom bought you them?.D. From
:a German. Q. It is well if; was from a stranger. Had it been any of
,our subjects, we should have questioned the matter. Pray let no more
'Of these mistakes, or of this kind, be committed within the churches of
our realm for the future. .D. There shall not. This important dialogue
is not nearly so well known as it deserves to be-in these days especially.
Oh, that those in high authority would brin~ to task those traitors in
,our beloved Protestant Church of England who are introducing popish
-symbols and practices, instead of preaching the blessed Gospel of Jesus
'Christ.-The Rock.
'SAMPSON,

no
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LIGHT IN DARKNESS.
" The light of thc star-lit skies
May darken or pale,
And the song of the singing birds
May falter and fail;
But the light which hath dawnecl in my soul
Shall darken never,
And my new creation son~
Shall sound for ever."-H. Wa1'1Wl'.
BmDY QUIN'S home was situated in a wild district in a remote part of

the west of Ireland. It had neither external beauty nor inward comfort.
The bleak bogs surrounding it were only relieved here and there by a
patch of golden gorse, or dotted at iutervals by cultivated plots where
the delicate blue flax-flower on its slender stem swayed beneath every
passing wind. The cultivation and manufacture of this plant gave employment to many of the peasantry, and the sound of the loom and
spinning-wheel was more common then than now in the poor homes
'0 around
Biddy's, where, notwithstanding bare walls and earthen floors,
love and cheerfulness found a resting-place; indeed, it was fortunate that
contentment reigned within Biddy's cabin, as the bright sunshine had a
struggle to gain entrance through the thick greenish piece of glass let
into the unplastered wall which served the purpose of a window. And
here we must relate the experience of a benevolent Scotch lady, who, on
visiting a cabin where the arrangements for lighting were on this plan,
at once gave directions to have" a proper window" put in at her own
~xpense, hoping that the additional light thus admitted would enable the
occupant to execute some fine embroidery with greater facility. The
window was put in, and the lady called on the poor widow, expecting to
hear that she could sew much more comfortably in the now well-lighted
cabin. " How do you like the new window?" she asked with kindly
interest. "Ah! thin, plase yeI' honour, it's the gratest comfort to me
when I lay awake at night, because I can be looking out at tho stars!"
No doubt Biddy Quin found her single pane of glass gave her sufficient
light in her young days, She had no books, nor did she know how to
read, but the bright knitting needles plied their busy task in her nimble
fingers within the dark cabin, ooth in sunny summer days and in long
wint@r nights.
Living some miles distant from a place of worship, Biddy had but few
opportunities of hearing God's \Vord, and she had no friend who spoke
to her on religion, nntil, happily, an earnest clergyman was appointed to
the district, and he lost no time in seeking out the scattered sheep of the
flock committed to his charge. He established a weekly meeting in the
lonely outlying hamlet where Bide1y lived, which was chiefly populated
by Romanists, and there he preached the Word to a few poor but precious
souls, who, like Lydia, "heard it gladly." To Biddy this Word soon
became excfle<ling precious, and it was well for her that she had this light
to lighten uark and lonely hours, fOl' poor Biddy lost her eight-a terrible
'Privation to anyone, but rendered doubly trying when want of visiou
II1I2
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is accompanied by friendliness and poverty. Biddy had neither money
nor friends on earth, but she drew closer in this hour of affliction to the
one unfailing Friend who has promised that "He will never leave nor
forsake those who trust in Him." Knowledge was for her" from one
entrance quite shut out," but now she began to enjoy hours of communion with Jesus of Nazareth.
" He pauseth at her threshold: nay,
He enters, condescends to stay.
Should she not gladly raise the cry,
, Jesus of Nazareth passeth by' P"
Yes, He who had compassion on blind Bartimeus had touched tho
spiritual sense of one as humble, and revealed Himself to this poor lone
woman. Biddy dwelt thenceforward in a new world, "nobler than earth
or sun; for what is matter, howev6r vast, and forms, however excellent,
to an immortal soul? The mighty vVord has spoken, and this living
world is suddenly lighted through all its wondering grateful depths."
The clergyman who was the instrument used by God for her conversion
when Biddy became blind had her removed to the town where he lived.
Possibly the wrench from old friends and old associations, and the change
from the free open countr'Y air to a dingy lodging in a narrow lane, cost
hEjr a pang, but the sweetness of her temper remained unaltered amid
fresh scenes and companions. One of these latter was a very olel woman,
the other,' of a very melancholy temperament, frequently exhibited in outbursts of grief; but in the midst of such depressing influences Biddy
remained calm, serene, and 80 happy that a lady who used to visit her
frequently (though avowing herself a stranger to personal experience of
the comfort of religion) declared that nothing she had ever seen so much
impressed her with the all-sufficiency of Jesus as the spectacle of this
poor woman's joy and peace in believing. "At times," she said, "it
almost seemed as if Ohrist was actually present with her." Strange that
one so humble and desolate should be a living epistle more eloquent and
convincing than powerful words uttered by men of culture and intellect!
Biddy Quin's closing hours brightened more and more as she neared the
"perfect day." The valley of death was unshadowed for her by dread
or gloom. Mter her weary earthly pilgrimage, uncheered by sights of
loveliness, she woke up to behold "the King in His beauty." Oh,
wondrous sight! of which the poor dim eyes had some faint promise,
even while they were holden by the veil of the flesh. Now, with no
blindness to cloud the blessedness of the glorious reality, she has
joined the great multitude who have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.
The life of this poor woman is fraught with more instruction than that
of many persons whose tombs are vieited as shrines. ShQ lived a life of
faith on earth, and in the midst of dire poverty was calm and serene,
"looking for a oity whose Builder and Founder is God," and waiting £01'
the blessed time when all tears should be wiped away from her eyes for
E. G. M.
ever.
"I AM not wcary of living, but I am weary o£ sinning.
would live a~
Christ lives, and where Christ lives; and that, ram sure, will be heaven."Mrs. Hutton, sister of Rev. Matthew Henry.
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A FRAGMENT.
" Lord, that I may reco£ve 1'111 s~'ght."
GOD'S earth may be bathed in sunshine, and the most gorgeous of His
flowers blossom in all their glory; the forest may thunder His omnipotence, and the birds carol His hallelujahs; but, if an individual's vision
be dim and his hearing defective, he neither clearly sees the one nor
Kully appreciates the other. So, although God's Bible is flooded with
His mercy and love, if our eye and ear of faith be dim and defective,
we see not our ., name written in the book of life," nor hear the voice,
" I am thy salvation."
It is many years since we were first made to abhor sin and to tremble
at the view of self, and since then favoured with some seasons when we
have seen the "bright light in the cloud;" but, notwithstanding all our
experience of God's tender mercy, we find ourselves ever and anon
exclaiming- in felt darkness of spirit, "Lord, that I may receive my
sight." Sometimes, for a moment, we have seemed to almost" stand
where Moses stood;" then, again, the light of our eyes has been put
Qut, as it were, and we have so fairly groped in the dark valley that the
only prayer that would stand us in stead has been, "Lord, that I may
9'cce£ve my s£ght." Has anyone of my dear readers any sympathy with
such experience as tbis? Is our prayer ever his prayer? Ab! yes, we
think so. Then, dear troubled one, let us solace ourselves with the
assurance that Jesus, when on earth, never refused the petition of a
single applicant, even for physical healing, and He is "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." And, if He so tenderly cared about bodily
ailments, m~tCh morc will He compassionate the maladies of the soul!
Oh, for gl'ace and faith to glorify Him, by saying to our misgivings and
doubts, "Get thee beli£ncl me, Satan," for I verily believe those words
belong to 1I£s vocabulary, not God's. Oh, how justly might our loving
Lord, offended, say to us, "Except ye see sign.8 and wonders, ye will not
believe." And yet how He bears wit.h our" little faith!" Surely, if
He has begun the good work in us, He will complete it. And, if He
has called us, He has justified, and will, eventually, glorify us. If He
at first opened our eyes to perceive our moral and spiritual defilement, is
He less willing to show us what His faithful love has in store for us?
Let us continually pray, "Lord, that we may receive our sight," and may
He engrave upon our hearts the words He addressed to 'fhomas, "Be
not faithless, but believing."
Let it not for a moment be thought, dear friends in the Lord, that we
favour the idea of mere creature effort in soul matters, Ah! no, we have
too often, and too really, been made to feel our own impotence even to
look up; but we cannot think there is any legality in saying we ought
to trust our faithful Lord more than we do. Does He not "wait that
He may be gracious"? And does He not say, "ASK, and it shall be
given) SEEK, and ye shall find, KKOCIC, and it shall be opened"? If we
"JJj'ovecl" Him oftener, would not the windows of heaven be opened
for us? Oh, let us not be " slothful," and then blame our God or our
"leanness," but rather take shame and confusion of face to ourselves
that we have not because we ask not, or because we ask amiss.
" He is so full of grace,
A soul that fain would see His face
He never will permit
To perish at His feet."
Cardijf.
J. P. C.
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FROM HEART TO HEART-No. VII.

My

was very pleased to see your handwriting this
morning, and thank you for a sight of the enclosed. I do love to hear
anything that will rouse my dull stupid heart, and send it up quickly to
get fresh supplies to go on with in this wilderness of ours; for truly more
and more does all here appear to me less than nothing and vanity. I
have been so depressed of late, without any reason but that of physical
cause, that I felt, "This is your hour (ye devils), and the power of darkness." Now, you must know to be on that spot is no small trial, and yet
here is the contradiction. I felt like a nonentity-without feelingexcept to feel the reality of being such. I could do nothing to divert the
mind from its heavy state, except cry to the Lord to keep the brain from
turning, and to give me strength to wait His removal of the evil spirits
which I felt were about me, around me, and trying to snap the thread of
life between the Lord and myself; but thii> I was permitted to feel they
could not do, though it gave me no joy, but it soothed me just in the
manner that sends off an infant to sleep on its mother's lap after being
worn out with much crying, and I was thankful for this ease, but longed
for life interest. Do you know what I mean? To feel as though I was
alive and could take part in the only thing worth living for, namely,
the schoolroom for eternity, which our prcsent state most assuredly is. I
mean especially that part of it where our Lord and Master shows Himself
to be the Teacher of the eduoation to fit us for our hereafter with Him.
But, though faith would now and then penetrate through the dark tunnel,
and suggest I should come out again into daylight, the depression was
not moved, but prayer was felt to be necessary to keep off the apparent
cloud of evil spirits about me; and though at first it was more formal
than spiritual, yet, at last, after some days, I seemed wrapped up in sweet
communion with the Lord; and He told me, in answer to my desires, to
learn the lesson He intended by all this, that it was to keep me from evil,
that there were dangers ahead, into which the enemy and his host would
have plunged me, but that their very attacks upon me now were overruled by Himself as the safeguard to my soul. You see, dear friend, by
Ephesians vi. 12, the point of my attack. Soon after this explanation came a little book from L - - '\V--, who is just now with
her father at Brighton, with this remark in it: "The trial you are now
experiencing is just the needed one, and sent either as the correction of
a present or as the preventive of an anticipated evil." I felt here was the
voiee of faith, and it was the first Ugltt that was seen in the tunnel of
depression. You can now better understand how sweet the morsel was
you sent me from dear Mr. W--, and why the devil tried to pull it out
of the mouth of the soul.
I have been taught for years to look out for teaching in everything that
occurs to us in the way of danger for the body as well as the soul;
indeed, there is such a fitting in of both parts that the one cannot be
instructed without the other, or I should perhaps rather say, separate
from the other. I think you will find I have Scripture ground for all that
I have told you besides my own feelings. What was Job's case but the
devil's work by permission? He hated to see Job walking in favour with
God-that is, up to the light he then had-so he thought he would endeavour to knock it out of him by touching up his body, and all that he
got for his pains was that Job through the trial was brought into fresh
DEAR FRIEND,-I
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lig-h , out of leg-al obedience into o-Osl)el liberty-Cl I know that my
flM""I'l1Ic1-liveth," &c.
it has been a very peculiar part of my Father's teaching to make me
notice the little incidents oflife, as uil b ing connected in the great chain
f covenant love, and when I have so stumbled in the street as to hav .
been almost down, or any other such v nt, and have been kept from falling, the felt recognition of Psalm x i. 11, ] 2, has at times been very
strong. There are other things, such as bl' almges, losing things, and all
going contrary, &c., which I have goD l'l111y found to be either corrections for my own crooked ways 01' walk, or for the exercise of temper.
and patience.
If I have found things said of me that w l' not true, too often haEthe Lord shown me it is for my having wrongly judged others; and I am
persuaded when we are on our watch-tower that He will kindly point out
to us the why and the wherefore of these little matters, which must be
lessons that lead to the teaching of: "With what measure ye mete, it
shall bo measured to you again," if they come by way of correction. At
all vents, the lesson has been too plain for me to escape its observation,
and I have usually found that of the three great enemies, the world, thefl h, and the devil, self is the most dangeruus and prevailing. I
oannot throw all the blame on Satan, as I hear many do, except in this
last attack, where he evidently was the chief mover, self being too prostrato
by weakness from influenza to make efforts one way or the other, neither
could I trace, after prayer for instruction, that God had sent the trial
of depression for correction of condu('t.
Do not imagine, because I write thus of walk and conduct, that I think
for a moment that it is to be mixed up with that perfect precious salvation by Ohrist, whose wisdom and righteousness are too pure to be in
any way the guest of fallen man. Oh, no! but because He imputes to
us His righteottsness, by which alone we can enter into the presence of
God here, as well as by-and-bye. Yet I do maintain that God has in
much measure made our comforts here to depend upon our walk with
Ohrist (John viii. 12). "Whatsoever a man sows that shall he reap," &c.
You may see it in all the characters throughout the Bible; and, if any
deny it, I must say their teaching is not mine. When in a healthy state
of soul we are led to see our constant failure in walking so as to deplore
it, the soul will bo led up in time from this horrible pit on to the Rock
Ohrist, and then and there sing as the inhabitants of that Rock, "Unto
Him that hath lovod us "-loved us so as to finish evorytlting for us, from
washing us in His blood to clothing us in His righteousness; and tM8
will make our hearts so glad that we shall" run in the way of His commandments," or orders, and not be " barren or unfruitful in the knowledge·
of our Lord Jesus Ohrist."
If you will read 2 Peter i., you will see how He bears me out in,
all that I have advanced about conduct, and how He shows the manifestation of " calling" is linked with diligence, &c., and that an" abundant
entrance" (not merely an entrance) is connected with our walk, whichhe
gives out in the fifth, sixth, and seventh verses, and three times over he
mentions the necessity of this attention to outward conduct (see the
twelfth, thirteenth, and fifteenth verses). Where are the ministers now
who proclaim this? And, in consequence of the leaving out the precept
and exhortation of God's Word, the Church is falling fast asleep, and yet
80me ministers wonder that they do not see fruits of their preaching!
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Thank the Lord, I can again take pen in hand to tell of His love an.d
faithfulness, but only in the direction He points to. Life meets ::20; It
cannot have any reciprocity with death. When I get your letters I feel
they are from a l£ving soul, though you may not utter a word on the sub·
ject, and then I feel it good for my own soul to sit down and write to youthat is, when I come out of the death-like state I have been in. The
Lord has so impressed me lately with a sensible feeling that there is
not a comfort I have, temporal as well as spiritual, but what is the purchase of that terrific and costly sacrifice of agony and bloody sweat of
our precious Lord. On laying down at night, sometimes weary and
worn from weakness, I have thought He lay on the mountain top that I
may have a bed, He taking my deserts and giving me His merits; and so
I have been allowed to follow up this train of thought till overwhelmed
I have morning after morning, on getting up, exclaimed, "What am I,
Lord, that Thou shouldest deal so bOl:ntifully with me in retaining my
home comforts, and of such a quality and kind?" This, dear friend, has
on and oft' been upon my heart for some months, though the exercise of' it
drooped a little during my late dead time of nearly three weeks, but
revived again when the Sun came out-the Sun of Righteousness I
mean.
Yours affectionately,
Feb. 25, 1869.
M. L. M.
"THE MASTER IS COME! "
(JOHN xi. 28.)

Is it, Lord, Thy voice I heal'
In the distance, drawing near?
List'ning for Thy words I bow" What I do Thou know'st not now."
Far off have I followed TheeHas Thy voice a sword for me ?
" I've rebuke and chast'ning sent;
Zealous, therefore, be-repent! "
Lord, Thy chastisement I feel,
None but Thou Thy worm can heal!
Still one hope my breast doth llloveThy rebuke bespeaks Thy love.
Master, nearer wilt Thou come?
Plainly tell me of my doom?
Appointed unto death am I?
Is it-" This year shalt thou die! "
Wherefore, Saviour, should I grie"e
Such a world as this to leave?
Sorrow, trial, and wasting pain,
Here abound for heart and brain.

Vital energies decay,
Weaker growing day by day;
Surely Thou art drawing near,
Soon Thy footfall shall I hear!
With no merit of my own,
I depend on Thine alone;
There's no righteousness in me,
But I look for all in Thee!
Could I make my peace with God?
By good deeds avert the rod?
No, to walk in white arrayed,
Must Thy blood sole plea be made.
Jesus, can I shrink with fear,
Though Thy voice sound very near,
If Thy love bath chosen me,
More ready can I ever be ?
When Thou wilt, Lord Jeaus, come,
Lead me through the valley's gloom,
Hid my life with Christ in God,
Death is but to home the road!

D. H.
"I 'sPEeT nothing else but just to go off alone here some night or some
day. But it's all one to 'poor N aney; for JestlS says in de blessed Book,
'I'll come and take you to myself, dat where I am, dare you may be also; ,
an' I believe Him. Oh, I was once miRerble, but now I have faun' 1'es'
for my poor soul in Jesus. I'se not afraid to be alone."-A 1)001' A/n'call
!comatl.

The Gospel l!i[agazinc.

417

Sermons an'lt :itot.cs .of Sermons.
ZION'S WARRIORS AND THEIR EQUIPMENTS.
A SERMON PREACHED AT CElARLES CIlIAPEL, PLYMOUTH, BY THE LATE
REV. G. D. DOUDNEY, JULY 1:), 1863.

)

" Wherefore take unto yon thl' whole armour 0)' Gorl, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefoTe,
having yOUT loins giTt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of Tighteousness; and '/jom' feet shod wdh the preparation ~f the Gospel of peace; above
all, takin.r; the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall bo able to quench all the fiery
darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of'salvation, and the sword of th~
Spirit, which ~'8 the word of God: pra,ying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spit'it, and wldching thereunto with all perseverance and s1tpplicationfm' all saints."-Epll. vi. I3-IR.
PAUL well knew all about tho warfare; he knew how nocessary it was
that the soldiers under his great and glorious Captain should be well
equipped with this spiritual armour. Every child of God, though he be
but a little-faith, is furnished with every part of this armour; but it is
only as he grows in grace, and in the knowledge of his Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, that he begins to learn a little of the use of it.
Paul says, "Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of GGd."
What does he mean? Was Paul afree-willer? did he think the creature
had any power in himself to put on this armour? No, but he means
that we are to stand fast in the revelation of all that Christ is made of
God unto us; and" Christ is all ami in all." Christ is our girdle, Ho
is our breastplate, He is our shoes, our shield, our helmet, and our sword;
and then there is our last blessed weapon. which is "all prayer"" Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit." There
may be many moral prayers addressed tu God by those who are not the
children of God. A natural man may put up many petitions, and he
may get his answer in a natural way, but he does not step into that inner
circle which is altogether spiritual. All his petitions are mere natural
petitions, which may arise from convictions in the natural conscience;
but it is altogether independent of spiritual things-it is without the
circle of spirituality, over which it is impossible for a man to step unless
he is born again from above. Then it is that he begins to ])ray" always
with all prayer." This does not rofer so much to the continuance of
prayer, but it is praying always with Christ-praying in the person of
Cl1rist--coming to our covenant God and Father at all times, through
this one channel, realizing that" He ever lives to make intercession for
us."
But we must come to our subject this morning. And, first, with reference to the girdle of truth, little-faith knows the tmtb. He has been
instructed in tile simplicity that is in Christ; he cannot be contented to
hear anything- but the truth-it is bound about his heart. 'l'hough he
may not bo able to lay ]wlcl upon it so as to say, ' , Jesus is mine, and I am
His," at all times, yet it is his earnest desire so to grow up into Christ
that he may bo ahle to lay hold upon it. It is this girdle that binds the
:precious things of the Gospel round the heart, and will not let them go,
and Christ is the Centre of all. He says, "I am the Way, the Truth,
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and the Life." And is not Christ bound about your heart, dear brother?
Can you do anything without Him? "No," say you, "without Him I can
do nothing." You feel that all your righteousness is to be found only in
Christ. He is your only Refuge, your only hope. "Stand therefore,
having your loins girt f,\bout with truth," which is to have Christ revealed
to the heart as He was revealed to Paul, as He was revealed to J ames,
to Peter, to John, to J ude, and to many others.
How blessedly does Paul bring forth the fulness of the glorious truth
that Christ is the Head of His body, the Church, in the first chapter of this
wonderful epistle from which our text is taken and the eighteenth verse:
" The eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of H i s . ,
power to usward who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead,
and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that
is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come; and
hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all
things to the Church, which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth
all in all."
What a glorious truth is it! And how blessed to have it rflvealed
in the heart by the Holy Spirit-to have it bound about us like
a girdle! Gird up your loins, then, dear brother, and may you be enabled
to realize, if you have but the feeble desire ascending out of your heart
after a knowledge of Christ, if your mind has been so illuminated as to
know that Christ is the Head of His body, the Church, and that He is
"/
given to be the Head over all things to the Church, that since He is
raised up far above all things, having taken possession of the inheritance
on behalf of His body, you are raised up with Him, for we are" joined
to the Lord, and one spirit" with Him; so that, when He ascended up
on high, we ascended with Him, as it is written in the second chapter
of this epistle, fourth verse, "God, who is rich in mercy, for His great
love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved ")-we are
already saved by grace; even when we were dead in sins we were quickened together with Christ-" and hath raised us up together, and made
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." I was sitting in
heavenly places in Christ before I knew my need of Christ. When He
was raised up far above all principalities and powers the Church was raised
up with Him, and He contains every spiritual biessing that the Church
will ever need for time and for eternity. It is as we look at the subject
thus that we learn a little of the blessedness of this girdle of truth.
What a glorious girdle it is which binds us to J ehovah Himself! for we
are" bound up in the bundle of life with the Lord our God" from the
foundation of the world. What a blessed testimony is that which is
given us in the fifth chapter of this same epistle to the Ephesians,
twenty-fifth verse: "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also
loved the Church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that He might present
it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." Now,
what a glorious truth is this to have bound about the heart of every
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sorrowing sinner! It is this, dear brother, that when it comes home to
the heart with divine power, like the girdle about the loins of a man who
is about to run a race, enables him to "run the race that is set before
him," knuwing that it is impossible for anything to conquer him, who is
made more than conqueror, through Him who loved him." "Yes," says
one, "but I cannot lay hold of the blessed truth as I desire." You can
never lay hold of it of yourself, dear child of God; it is the Spirit that
must reveal it in your heart, it is He that must bind the girdle about
your loins; "for we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which He hath before ordained that we should walk in
them" (Eph. ii. 10). It is the Spirit that must open the eyes of your
understanding to know the blessedness of the great mystery that ., thy
Maker is thine Husband; the Lord of Hosts is His name" (Isa. liv. 5).
What does He say? " I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I
will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in
lovingkindness, and in mercies: I will even betroth thee unto me in
faithfulness; and thou shalt know the LOJ1D" (Hosea ii. 19, 20). We
walk, then, girlJed with this glorious girdle of truth. "Oh!" says the
child of God, "if I could but daily feel this girdle about my loins,
I should not be bowing my head like a bulrush, and wondering where
the scene will end." The Lord help you to dwell upon the truth in all
its simplicity as it is revealed in the Word of God, which is the mind of
Jehovah Himself. It is thus dwelling upon it by faith that girds up
the loins of our minds, so that we are not" driven about by every wind
of doctrine," but our hope is centred upon" Jesus only."
But there .is another glorious feature in the girdle, which is, substitu··
tion. This is a doctrine that is very little known in the felt realization
of it in our day. Turn where we may, in the writings of those who are
called evangelical, how little do we meet with the doctrine of substitution-Christ standing in the place of the sinner, and the sinner standing
in the place of Christ; so entirely changed that "He was made sin for
us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21), and this substitution not beginning in time, but
in eternity. In the covenant of grace it was so ordered by the mighty
Three that in the fulness of time the Son should come forth. Though He
was the great Creator of all things, as we read in the first chapter of John,
third verse, "Without Him was not anything made that was made,"
though as we have it in the first chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews,
He was the" brightness of the Father's glory, and the express imag-e of
His person," yet it was so ordered that this glorious One should come
forth in the fulness of time, as the Surety of His Church, passing by the
nature of angels, a nature superior to the one He took, which was our
humanity, that He might bring this humanity into the very circle of all
that is glorious, in the presence of the mighty Three. It was thus He
became the Substitute of His people. Ee says, "I lay down my life for
the sheep," or, I stand my life in the stead of the sheep: I stand in their
law place. I stand there, bearing the burden of their sins, as though I
myself had committed every sin, from the sin of Adam to the last that
shall be committed by them in time. Yea, He was" made sin" itself,
not a Bin-offering merely; all the vials of the Father's wrath were poured
out upon Him, and this glorious truth is another feature in the girdle,
that Jesus bore the curse and condemnation due to our sins as He hung
upon the tree.
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Now, can you realize with mo, dear brother, the blessedness of the
girdle, as it binds you up and makes you strong in the mighty God of
Jacob? If sin is for ever put away, how stands the case:
"Payment He cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mine."
No, He has Once and for ever stood in the law place of His people, and
"by His one offering hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
Let God be true, then, though Satan be a liar, fur he will come and teU
the child of God what a black sinner he is; he will stand at his right
hand to resist him, like he did Joshua the high priest. Nevertheless,
though he may resist, this does not alter the blessedness, for the Lord
will come, as He did in the case of Joshua, and rebuke Satan, and say,
" Is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" (Zech. iii. 2.) How blessedly do Paul and J ude agree together with l'egard to the s~nctification
of the Ohurch! Paul, in Hebrews x. 14: "For by one offering He hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified;" and J ude in the first verse
of his epistle: "Sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus
Ohrist, and called." If we are thus sanctified in Ohrist Jesus, it follows
that we are for ever purged from all iniquity. How blessed is it to
contemplate our glorious Ohrist thus as our Surety and our Redeemer!
But not only so, " He is made of God unto us wisdom, l·ighteousness, holiness, and redemption." We have infinite wisdom to guide us from day to
elay. We think sometimes, when weare pressed down by some circumstance
of trial, that, if we had taken such a course, all tbis tl'ouble and affliction
would not have befallen us; but we forget that" He guides all our affairs
with His discretion," that not a. hair of our heads can fall to the ground
without His pbrmission. He says, " Oonsider the lilies, how they grow;
they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed like one of these. If then God so clothe the
grass, which is to- day in the field, and to-morrow is cast into the oven,
how much more will He clothe you, 0 ye of little faith?" (Luke xii. 27,
28.) He is also our righteousness; and here we see the precious double.
1'here is not only the payment of the debt, but there is provision for the
eternal beauty and perfeetion of the Ohurch. He Himself shed His
precious blood as the price of our redemption, and Ho gives us His
righteousness, which is " unto all anel upon all them that believe" (Rom.
iii. 22); so that when we shall see Him as He is, when the whole Ohurch
shall be brougl1t together, and we shall be presented without blame
be1'o.re Him, eternally perfect in all our powers, we shall be able to love
Him as we desire, and we shall be "to the praise of the glory of His
grace, who hath made us accepted in the Beloved." It is as we are
enabled to realize our interest in the Lord's double, even His own precious
blood and righteousness, that we can run the race that is set before us,
"lookingunto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before him "-for it was the same glorious prospect that
he was ever looking upon, the hope that we have, that we shall all meet
together and see Him as He is, when we shall enter upon that glorious
" inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away."
It was this joy that was set before Him that made Him endure the cross,
despising the shame.
The L'Jrd help you, then, deal' child of God, to rejoice in the mercy that,
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though you may be robbed of time happiness, nothing can pluck you
out of the hand of the mighty God of J acob, nothing can unfasten the
girdle of truth which holds you fast, which is. " Jesus only."
It is written in the thirtieth Psalm, eleventh verse, "Thotl hast turned
for me my mourning into dancing: Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and
girded me with gladness." It is only as we are enabled to realize that we
are thus girt up into Christ Himself-bound up in .the truth, and the
truth bound up in us, so that henceforth nothing short of this glorious
truth revealed in our hearts will satisfy our longing desires-that our
"mourning can be turued into dancing." "Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with ~Iadness." Where is the gladness? It is in
the person of Christ still; He is the joy and gladness of His people.
But we see another blessed feature in the girdle; that we are girt up
in eternal union and everlasting unchangeable friend~hip with our
covenant God and Father in Christ. Christ says, "Henceforth I call you
not servants; for the servamt knoweth not what his Lord doeth: but I
have called you friends" (John xv. 15). Abraham had this blessed title;
he was called" the friend of God."
Now, dear little-faith, I do not ask you as to the extent of your enjoyment of these things. You are as much wearing this girdle in the midst
of all your darkness and misery as when you are on the mount with God.
This eternal friendship can never change, for Jehovah the Father hath
ever beheld the Church without blame in Christ, as Balaam was led to
say, "He hath not beheld iniquity in J acob, neither hath He seen
perve~'deness in Israel" (Numb. xxiii. 21).
He has ever behelrl
all the iniquity of the Church upon the head of the great Surety.
What, then, shall mar, what shall unbind the girdle of this eternal
friendship. What says Paul at the closing up of the eighth chapter to
the Romans? He hegins the chapter with" no condemnation," and
ends with "no separation."
Let us look a lit,tle at the height, and depth, and length, and breadth
of the j!;loriolls things connected with this girdle; fOl" it is only as we
can realize these things in the power of them that we can truly understand what it glorious girdle we have. The Apostle says, in the twentyeighth verse, ., All things shall work together for good. to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose." Who
are they? Those who are "sanctified by God the Father, preserved in
Jesus Christ, and called;" "all things shall work together for good"
to such. "Yes," says some poor troubled one, "I know they shall;
but I think my crosses are not like tite crosses of anyone else. I feel as
if they could not work together for my good." "The vision is yet for
an appointed time," dear brother, but, "though it tarry, wait for it; it
will surely come, it will not tarry." It is all fixed in the girdle.
"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in tile morning."
Sometimes it may seem as though nothing could bind up the broken
heart, and make all things smooth again; yet Olle sweet visit of His
lova, one precious binding of the girdle of truth about the heart, one
sweet word spoken with power, and we shall see what a strong girdle it
is, that nothing can snap it asunder. " All .things, then, shall work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son." When I think of
that word "conformed," and when I think of what I am in myself now,
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as a poor sinner, and when I look forward and feel that there is but a
few moments before that conformity will be complete, when all that the
girdle of truth contains will be eternally fulfilled, it is more than a match
for my heart. I feel that the Lord could not bestow any greater blessing
upon a poor worm J acob than that he should be taken like a "beggar
from the dunghill, to be set among princes," and be "conformed to the
image of His Son;" to be an eternal monument "to the praise of the
glory of that grace which hath made us accepted in the Beloved." There
is nothing worth knowing in time compared with this glorious conformity.
"For whom He did foreknow He also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called:
and whom He called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them
He also glorified."
As we have already seen, it is a girdle of eternal friendship; so Paul
goes on to say, with his eye fixed upon ,this glorious feature in the
girdle, "vVhat shall we then say to these things? If God be for us,
who can be against us?" What the Apostle means here-or the Holy
Ghost by the Apostle-is, "If God be wholly on our side, who can be so
against us as to overcome us?" His almighty power is engaged on
behalf of the child of God. " If God then be for us, who can be against
us 't He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? "
Dear brother, can you for one moment think that He who has bestowed
the greater blessing will withhold the less? "vVho shall lay anything
to the charge of God's elect? it is God that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? it is Ohrist that died;" and, since He has by His "one
offering perfected for ever them that are sanctified," there is nothing to
charge them with. We have it in the first chapter of Paul's epistle to
the Oolossians, twentieth verse: "And, having made peace through the
blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him,
I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. And you,
that were SOIDe time alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works,
yet now hath Re reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to
present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight."
The sin of the Ohurch, then, being for ever put away, "there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Ohrist Jesus." They
are eternally justified from all things, which they could not be by the
law of Moses. vVho will be the Judge? Ohrist, the glorious Head of
His body, the Husband of His bride, whose first act will be on the
morning of the resurrection to "present her unto Himself without spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing." "Who is he that condemneth?" It
is Ohrist who is to be the Judge. It is Ohrist, who shall sit with His
bride upon His throne, having presented her thus perfect in His perfection put upon her. It is Ohrist, who shall sit there with this "wonder
in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet."
" Who is he that condemneth ? it is Ohrist that died, yea rather, that
is risen again," in all the glory of His perfection, having swallowed up
death in eternal victory, having drowned hell-as far as His Ohurch is
concerned-with His own blood.
(To be continued.)
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"THE Lord my banner," who has covered my head in every "day of
battle," so that no weapon formed against me has ever prospered, though
often set up as a mark to be shot at. A sinner saved by grace alone
" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation" in the track th~
cloud of witnesses trod who are now around the throne, having washed
their robes and ~ade ~hem wh~te . in t~e blood .of the Lamb, and preserved from turmng aSIde to vam Janglmg, or drIven" about with every
wind of doctrine by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive," especially in my early days, when surrounded
by Socinian, Sabellian, and Arminian heresies; but having from a child
known the Holy Scriptures, and my memory stored with the Word of
God, I was kept from the snare of the fowler, even before I knew its
intrinsic value, and when taught by the Spirit, and led to search for
truth as for hidden treasure, the Bible was my daily companion and
preferred before any other book. The Word of God was a light to my
feet, and a lamp to my path, and, though nearly sixty years at school
but a learner still, and sometimes find myself at the bottom of the clas~
learning some of my first lessons over again. One thing I can say, that
the truths I espoused with youthful vigour are now the joy and rejoicing
of my heart, and shall I sacrifice them for expediency or give up one
iota for friendship, however dear, or say a confederacy with those who
will not endure sound doctrine? God forbid! Or shall I altogether hold
mY'peace at such a time as this, after watching for fifty years with fearful forebodings the steady but certain advance of the man of sin in our
once hif!;hly-favoured but now guilty land? Seeing the Lord is still carrying on His controversy, surely those who seem to be taken by surprise have
seen the advance Popery is making, or they must have been very superficial observers of passing events, at least for the last eighteen or twenty
years, when we consider how many faithful watchmen upon the walls of
Zion sounded the alarm from p:.tlpit and press, and how many valiant
men in Israel came forth to the help of the Lord against the mighty,
who saw the evil day approaching, and wept between the porch and the
alhr, crying, " Spare '1'hy people, 0 Lord, and give not Thine heritage to
reproach," and that for years before the passing of the Emancipation
Bill, "who being dead yet speaketh."
Here I especially refer to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which was the only
Protestant beacon, with its uncompromising Editor and numerous correspondents, who earnestly contended for the faith once delivered unto the
saints, shunning not to declare the whole counsel of God, whether men
would hear or forbear, the setting forth the truth as the best mirror to
discern error, even as light discovers darkness, thus exposing and
opposing the various heresies which were then springing up all around.
It has been well said of late, "There were giants in those days; " and, if
there was one who stood forth more prominent than others, I am bold to
affirm, without fear of contradiction, that one was the venerable Hawker,
of blessed memory, whose writings were put into my hand in 1825, which
I value next to the Word of God. The Lord was pleased to own and
bless them in establishing and confirming me in the truth as it is in
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Jesus, and so strengthening my faith from time to time as to preserve me
from wholly casting away my confidence, which has had great recompense
of reward, and many a sweet morsel I get now from his Daily Portions.
It was his usual practice to salute the spiritual Ohurch of Christ on the
opening of a new year. These excellent addresses were not only published in tracts, and widely circulated through the Gospel Tract Society,
of which he was the founder, but also published in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Having some of these volumes by me, containing a few of the last he
ever wrote, and as they are so much to the point in hand, in reference to
passing events as accomplishing the very predictions of which he wroteso explicit, and so Scriptural in proof, that the alarm was sounded, and
the very things which are now taking place through the length and
breadth of our land were foretolcl by these faithful witnesses, and which
doubtless many of the present readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have
not so much as heard-I feel it will not be considered out of place to
give a few extracts from them, commencing with the one for '25: A
Token of Remembrance to the Church of Christ, at the Entrance of the
New Year, formed on that Scripture, "Watchman, what of the night?"
(Isa. xxi. 11.)
The period of a new year with most men is made a festival; with the spiritual
Church of Christ it is eminently so; and in the present era of impending
events every redeemed and regenerated child of God is supposed to be like
the prophet on his watch·tower (Hab. ii. 1).
First, I venture to assume, as a fixed, certain, and unquestionable principle,
denied only by infidels, with whom I have nothing to do, but admitted by all
who name the name of Christ, that the interests of Zion are at the bottom of
all the divine government in the world; for however diversified the Church
I)f Christ may be in opinion on minor subjects, arising from the infirmity vf
nature and the imperfection of faith, yet there can be but one and the same
conviction in all that are taught of God. Through all the departments in the
divine administration, from the falling of a sparrow to the rising or overthrowing of states and empires, every minute or greater event is wholly
directed and made subservient to tbe accomplisbment of tbis one glorious
design, as the final issue of all, namely, to make known by the Church" the
manifold wisdom of God" (Ephes. iii. 10, 11). I cannot, therefore, hesitate
to make this the datum of all the Lord's proceedings in the earth. The glory
of God is, and must necessarily be, the first and ultimate cause of all things,
and the happiness of His Church the sure effect. The Lord's own decision is
to this amount, " This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew
forth my praise."
I go on to observe that as all the events of the present time-state, both of
men and things, minister to the everlasting welfare of the Church of ou....
most glorious Christ, so the Holy Scriptures of God, in all their revelations and
records, have refereuce to the Church and to the Church only. From the first
dawn of prophecy to the meridian of the Gospel, every prediction given,
overy ordinance instituted, every sacrifice offered,had respect but to the Church,
as she had her being and well-being in Christ (Dan. ix. 24; Heb. x. 10, 14,;
Rev. xi. 15).
Advancing cautiously and with great l'everence upon a subject so profoundly deep and mysterious, not presuming to make one step but within
the sacred enclosure of Holy Scripture, I proceed to observe it has been the
uniform practice of the Church with the saints of God in all ages, and
especially among such as are appointed of the Lord to minister in holy
things, to watch tbe Lord in His dispensations, both of providence and grace, to
wards His Church, and notice from time to time with particular regard the fulfilment of His prophecies as they have been in ages past, and as they are in tl1f'
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present ti me opened and unfolded by the Lord to His people. Thus we discover,
through divine teaching, how the Lord hath rendered the ministry of the
fathers profitable to the children. Thus Peter spake of the Old Testament
saints (1 Pet. i. 10-12).
Among the many sacred predictions of the Lord with which the inspired
writings abound, we are arrested to notice with marked attention what is said
of the last days and peribus times. I stay not to make quotations, neither
do I think it needful. That man can be but little acquainted with his Bible,
neither with that which is daily passing everywhere around him, not to see
the striking coincidence between the thing'S foretold and the things them.
selves now accomplishing. Had Peter or PaJUl, John or J ude, deli vered their
predictions but yesterday, nothing could have been more accurately designated than the portr~it pencilled by the apostles to the features which were
to mark the origiual. In those Scriptures great events are recorded which
were delivered by the apostles under the spirit of prophecy, and have since in
many instances been fulfilled; greater still are contained in them, which remain to be accomplished. By so much, however, as the world is getting
older, by so much are we admonishecl to be more earnest upon the look-out,
assured as we are that- w~ are they upon whom the ends of the world are
come (1 Cor. x. 11).
c
_
After branching ont very blessedly upon the never-failing security of
the Church in all ages, be the times what they may, here is everlasting
assurance, against which the gates of hell shall not prevail, he proceeds
to answer, and upon Scripture ground, what appears to be the
truest statement that can be made in the present day, "Watchman,
what of the night? "
If eTer a period existed since the reformed Church emerged through
sovereign grace from Popery, marked with peculiar and more aggravated circumstances of night, the present is the one. In the supposed meridian of
Gospel light the land, in relation to divine truth, is as Job in his language
of emphasis hath stated it, "A land of darkness, as darkness itself" (Job
x. 22). The distinguishing doctrines of grace, in the defence of which our
forefathers shed their blood and sacrificed their dearest earthly ties rather
than suffer an iota of them to be called in question, are now seldom heard
from the pulpit, and equally disregarded in society; and even by many
who profess the Gospel not a few there are of whom it might have been said,
We hacl hoped better things, and things that accompany salvation, and yet
do not find courage to stem the tOl"l'cnt of the overwhelming tide which runs
through the land. Thus God's cause as well as their own, which are combined, are forgotten. And while the grand fundamental doctrines of our
holy faith are thus for the most part kept out of sight and thrown into the
background, new-fangled opinions are daily arising, and the press is made
to groan with publications which threaten to exterminate the pure and distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel ri'om the earth.
I have now before me the proposlll of forming a novel institution, to p[tss
over the grand mysteries of fa,ith and to estimate the truth of Chl'istianity
by the st.andard of reason only. Had the prophet Jeremiah, when directed
by the Holy Ghost to write the fifth chapter of his prophecy, an eye to such
a day as the present (I pray the regenerated child of God to read it through,
and under divine teaching to judge for himself), had he, as a prophet, ordained
unto the nations such a prophetic<tl perspective to the last days and perilous
times, and under such impression could he have said more to the solemn
purpose than he hath said in the close of that chapter?
And now, brethren, farewell. I send my salutation, accompanied with
prayer, for each and everyone of the spiritual Church of our most. glorious
Christ, that. the Lord, whose we are, may graciously prepare us for what He
is preparing for us. "Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling,
IT
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and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding
joy, to the only wise God bur Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever. Amen."
On opening the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1826 my mind was much impressed with the preface by the Editor, who had been kept steady at his
post for thirty years, neither amalgamating truth with error nor legalizing the Gospel. He commences his remarks with the de~cription of
the characters of those who shall mix with the Church of Christ in the
last days (Jude 14-16),and then observes-" What a delineation is here of
the day in which we live [ When the number of outward professors seems to
increase so rapidly every day, when the world runs into the Church, and
the Church seems in danger of being carried away by heresies and the
maxims of artful men who lie in wait to deceive, it behoves us to look
narrowly within, to scrutinize our own hearts, and examine whether we
are the living temples ofthe Holy Ghost."
How true it is "the memory of the just is blessed! " and the name of
Robert Hawker is too well known among many of the living Church of
God, and. of the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, in the present day, to
need any comment of mine.
r now proceed to give a few extracts from his New Year's Address, in
his own words : " What think ye of Christ?" The great question of the Gospel as proposed
to His disciples by Christ Himself (Matt. xxii. 42); and, when opened and
explained by the Lord to the spiritual understanding of the Lord's people, an
infallible security against all the heresies of the present Christ-despising
generation. The subject humbly contemplated in a salutation of the spiritual
Church of our most glorious Christ on the entrance of this new year, '26.
The man of God begins with a sublime key-note-Isaiah xlix. 7-considering that mighty" Him" the sum and substance of his preaching
and writing; but I confine my extracts to those which prove fi:om passing events that his trumpet gave a certain sound.
In my apprehension there is a great sweetness in the question of our most
glorious Lord if considered as personally directed to each of His chosen:
"What think ye of Christ?" Jesus is regardless what others think, but He
takes great interest in all they think of Him and all that concerns His people.
I am inclined to hope that I shall be doing no unacceptable service to the
Lord's people, under the Lord's teaching, if we trace the pestilential disease of
the present times to its source, and mark a few of the more deadly symptoms
which more or less made their appearance in the world even from the days of
the apostles, when a departure from" the faith once delivered to the saints"
took place, and blasphemies of the most daring kind against the person and
Godhead of our most glorious Christ sprung up immediately after the
inspired apostles had fallen asleep in Jesus; yea, the old disciple John spake
of Antichrist being then in the world before his departure (1 John i. 18).
I can only propose to notice a few of the more striking; but, before I
enter upon this service, I earnestly and affectionately beg the spiritual Church
to mark with me how graciously thc Lord did in every age then, as the Lord
doth now, watch over the interest of His people, and render that which the
enemy meant for evil the instrument of g-ood.
The Church hath been all along, and is now, and will continue to be to the
very end of time, garrisoned with the divine presence. Beautifully and
blessedly the glorions Lord is described as being unto His Sion a "place of
broad rivers and streams, wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall
gallant ship pass thereby." Oh, no ! what line-of-battle-ship would venture
to make war when God Himself is the very sea into which that ship must
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pass to annoy God's people? What Heet would approach against Him "who
gathereth the winds in His fist, and hath bound the waters in a garment P"
(Isa. xxxiii. 21; Prov. xxx. 4.) Arisc what may, let infidelity abound, let the
enemies of our God and of His Christ rage, the issue is not doubtful. The
Lord hath founded His Church, and "the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it."
After tracing out these heresies as a scribG ':iell instructed, he says:If we come down to the time of the Reform.,tion in this kingdom, and from
thence to the present era, a record in histo,-"y carries but the same testimony,
namely, the banner of scepticism and here~y unfurled through all the several
generations as they succeeded each other, and the Lord's chosen few among
the throng under Him, whom Jehovah in His Trinity of Persons hath given
as a witness to the people, a leader and commander. But, as the Holy Ghost
taught the Church to expect in the latter age more than ordinary opposition to
the truths of the Gospel, so we find it-the atmosphere is now clouded with the
thick columns of darkness which the several systems of infidelity have raised
like locusts in Egypt, which prevented seeing the face of the earth. None but
the true Israel of God can see through the density. And that our land should
be made the seat of war for the gre"t enemy of souls to form his theatre upon
more than any other scarce needs to be explained. Herein the men draw of
the Gospel, hearing the :Scriptures of eternal truth, God is truly known.
Therefore, also, Satan will raise a fog to blind the eyes of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine on them.
It is said by naturalists that the largest reptiles are found under the
tropics; whether this be so or no, I stay not to inquire. Certain itis that the
foes to the Gospel are found where the Sun of Righteousness sheds His
warmest beams. And as the Church W,LS admonished that the adversary would
come down with great wrath, because he knew that he had but a short time,
we may expect that his last efforts will be the greatest. And as it is in the
natural world, so it is in the spiritual: the darkest part of night will be
before the break of the everlasting day. And what is the security of the
Lord's people? It is the Lord Himself. They have no other. They need no
other. He is" a hiding-place from the wind" (Isa. xxxii. 2). And when under
divine unction the spiritual Church of our most glorious Christ is enabled to
preserve in remembrance who and what Christ is-the glories uf His person,
the greatness of His salvation, the infinite fulness, righteousness, and allsufficiency of Himself and His finished work for His people, and their suitability for Him-they to get a righteousness in Him, and He to get glory by
them; under such spiritual truths 6f our most glorious Christ, while through
grace faith is in act and exercise in the believing enjoyment of them, His
conquest over sin, death, hell, and the grave is felt in the soul, and the
regenerated and redeemed child of God lives in the holy triumphs of his Lord,
as though all things that offend were-and which in truth they are-taken
out of Christ's kingdom (Matt. xii. 41). The Apostle Paul blessedly expressed
this, and so may everyone like Paul when having learnt the same, when praying to be brought more and more into the knowledge of Christ, and the power
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings (Phil. ill. 10).
True it is that without an eye to our most glorious Christ, if we look into
what is called by an unaccountable mis~omer the religious world, we behold
a marvellous assemblage, and even among many, according to their profession, we might hope to have found somewhat better, yet here we discover no
less freely so called without Gospel and the religion of the Bible without
Christ. It is a day of masquerade indeed, and where, amidst the hue and
cry for the conversion of the whole world, shall we look to find combined in
one the form and power of godlincsB? Under such existing circumstances,
the Lord plainly speaks to all His of the present hour, as the Lord did to His
disciples of old, ill the prospect of their exercises, "In your patience possess
I
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ye your souls " (Luke xxi. 12-19). For my own part, without asplnng to a
greater insight into what is going on in the world than others, I see a needsbe for the state of things exactly as they are. The Lord hath said, " I will sift
the house of Israel among allnatioDs, yet shall not the least grain fall upon
the earth" (Amos ix. 9). Here I rest with full assurance of faith, and am no
more apprehensive for the blasphemy of one class and the contumely of another
than when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storlll against the wall; yea,
I find the opposers of the faith not unfrequently the mea,ns of doing good, ill
calling forth into action the graces which might otherwise lie dormant (1 Sam.
xvi. 20). It is well to brighten our armoury by collision with the enemy when
going forth in the strength of the Lord, and when that strength is made perfect
in om' weakness. Great events are pending, and marvellous are to be the forerunners, as taught us in Scripture, by which will be ushered in the latter-day
glory; but, amidst all convulsions with which the Lord will shake the eartD,
the Church is impregnable, and this voice throughout may be heard by every
regenerated child of God, " Say ye to the righteous, It shall be well with him"
(Isa. iii. 10). Keeping in remembrance the etermtl, inh~rent, essential, and
underived perfections of our most glorious Ohrist, which art) His own, and
which He possesseth in common with the Father and the Holy Ghost, nothing
of this time-state arising from the temptations of men or devils while upheld
by the Lord can stagger for a moment my faith. In Him I behold a sovereignty
competent to all the purposes of His Ohurch. The infinite greatness of His
person stamps infinity upon all He wrought :n His human nature; every act,
every word, every thought, was the act, the word, and thougbt of God in the
Man Christ Jesus. Through grace I never suffer myself to lose sight of His
Oneness in all that constitutes Godhead with J ehova,h in the Trinity of
Persons; and in all my approaches to the mercy-seat I approach to the one
undivided Jehovah, through the mediation of Ohrist. "in whom dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (001. ii. 9). And, as the Godhead of the
holy Three in One is alike inaccessible, the mediation of Ohrist as Ohrist-that
is God and man in one Person-is as necessary to approach the divine nature
of the Son as that of the Father or the Holy Ghost. 'fhis may be considered a
solecism in the world's vocabulary, but the word loseth its meaning when
applied to the gracious truths of God. There are no solecisms in Scripture.
The Lord enable His spiritual Ohnrch to receive the Lord's manifestations
spiritually; and then, while carrying about with us this charter of grace, the
gracious question of our most glorious Lord put by Himself, and opened by
Himself in all its beauty and fulness. will be like an ancbor to the soul in the
darkest night of heresy, silencing all the blasts of a Christ. despising genera·
tion, "What think yp, of Ohrist?"
In referring to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1827, I give an extract from
the preface by the worthy Editor : We turn to our correspondents, and aclmowledge a deep sense of their
kindness and attachment experienced from them many years, which impress
our minds with that sensibility of feeling, insomnch that we want words to
express. Of those who first set ont with us in this undertaking, not one of
them is left. They are llOW enjoying the fruit of their labours in the con:mmmation of bliss before the throne and before the Lamb. Though these
bright stars are set to rise no more in this world, still the Lord has been
mindful of us in raising up a succession of men of talent and of grace to
stand with us upon the walls of our Jerusalem, whose nalIles cast lustre upon
their sentiments and do honour to any community.
Blessed be God, the stream still continues to run through our pages that
waters and revivifies the numerous channels of communication. "Ve and our
readers drink from the streams and are refreshed, and praise the Fountain
from whence they flow.
(To 11/'

(,nI/t ill lied.)
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A RITUALISTIC "PRIEST" ON SOHISM.
" Y DU ask me where I go, then, sir P
I don't fear to reply;
I goes to hear a minister
Who preaches quite close by."
"What! John, are you a schi81ncttic ?
The Church thus speaks of you;
Deliver us from the heretic,
From schism, good Lord, do Thou!
" And you attend that hideous barn,
Where wandering sheep have strayed,
To listen to that raving man;
"\Vho d",res assert he's saved! "
" Yes, sir, I goes to hear that man;
It's schism, you may say:
He tells us of a greater Man
Who'll come at the la,st day.
" He tells us how Christ came from heav'n,
Our dying souls to save;
He says fur us His bluod was giv'n
T' rescue us from the grave.
I, The grave of hell, thcl,t is, I mean,
Where we should all be cast,
But that Christ's blood has washed us clean,
Our sins has overpast.
" , And now,' he says to us, each one,
'Oh, bear His gracious call!
Come home, ye w",ndereJ's, come home;
Here's pardon for you all.'
"He knows nought of your choir· boys, sir,
Y our wafers, banners. stoles,
Your altar.cloths, brazen censer,
Your crosses on the poles.
.. His chapel can't contain the crowd
Who flock to hear b i III now;
Perhaps he speaks a bit too loud,
But that's because he's' Low.'
"They calls him' Methodist;' but that
Don't signify, you know.
::Iran's verdict matters not one jot
In this free country now."
., Well, John, I've liked you well of old,
But now you'vc gone astray,
Since you ha.ve left the Church's fold,
Tu seek some easiet· way.
"The Church will surely show you how
'1'" heaven you ma,y go;
l'hesc schisma,tics, they tell you, ' Now
Believe, and you shall know.'
., It grieves me, John, to see you thus
Enraptured with their lie'
I trust you'll soon return to'us.Till then I'll say' Good-bye!'"

(;.H.J.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE LATE "LITTLE
ONE," OF MANCHESTER.
(Continugd from page 372.)

THE desire for more teaching through the ministry of the Word, which
our dear departed friend often expressed, was at length granted, through
the Rev. A. C. Price (now of St. James's, Clapham) being appointed
rector of Platt Church, Rusholme. The Lord the Spirit made effectual
Mr. P.'s "labour in the Word and doctrine," increasing her assurance
of being a believer in Christ, and enabling her to give more manifestation
of the same.
She thus alludes to hearing him preach his second
sermon:" July 13, 1856-Lord's-day.-Have been to Platt Church to hear the
new rector, Mr. Price. His text was from 2 Corinthians iii. 1-3. Such
a delightful sermon! so experimental! and such an epitome of what
a Christian's life ought to be, an 'epistle known and read of all men.'
He set forth Christ as the Author of it, the Holy Spirit as the Writer,
the hearts of believers as the paper, the truths of the Gospel as the ink,
and faithful ministers as pens nsed by the Lord the Spirit. Alas! how
I do feel my shortcomings! So slow to speak a word for my blessed
Saviour that, though I cannot deny Him, yet afraid to confess Him
before an evil and sinful generation, among whom I should shine as a
light, and show forth His praises for having called me out of darkness
into His marvellous light.
" Au.,!ust 25.-It has pleased the Lord to lay His afflicting hand. upon
me, and for the last fortc.ight I have been brought very low. Still I
know that it is good for me to be afflicted, to wean me from the world and
to show me my entire dependence on my h6,lRvenly Father. I can truly
say with the Psalmist, 'Before I was afflicted I went astray.' May all
His dispensations be the means of humbling me in the dust in my own
sight, and causing me to flee for refuge where help alone is to be found.
," Lord Jesus, help me now to flee,
And find my hope alone in Thee;

I Apply
Thy W01·a, Thy Spirit give,
Subdue my sins, and let me live.'

" December 4.-Again it is my birthday. What a gap between this and
my last entry! I may well ask myself, What have I been doing? I
seem to have got into a dull, lethargic state. What a mercy that such an
unfruitful tree has not been cut down! The present has such a hold of me
that I almost forget the future. Can I indeed be a child. of God?
'" If I am, why am I thus?

Why this dull and lifeless frame?

IHardly,
sure, can they be worse
Who have never heard His name! '

"December 4.·-0 Lord, do preserve me from the sin of backsliding
into carelessness and indifference,' for often (through the infirmities of
the flesh) being deprived of the public means of grace, I lose a powerful incentive to active godliness.
Yet is not my Lord everywhere?
Then why does He not shine upon me? A glimpse of light is better than
darkness. Fulfil, I pray, Lord, these blessed texts I have just been reading: ' Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness,' and,
, Surely he shall not be moved for ever; the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.' Gracious Spirit, apply the blessedness expressed
in these two last words, for my heart's consolation. Wean me more from
the world, and set my affections more on Christ. May He be ' the Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely.' I had not used to
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think I should live to the age of thirty-eight years. Thy will be done,
and, whether by life or death, may Thy name be magnified in me.
"January 1, 1S57.-What a sweet promise was given to me this
morning: 'Aa thy days thy strength shall be.' Went to Platt Church,
and heard a very good sermon from 'Jehovah-Nissi, the Lord our
banner.' May I be enabled to fight under the banner of the cross, and
come off victorious through the Captain of my salvation.
"Febntary S.-Heard a most excellent sermon this morning from
'Christ in you the hope of glory.' Is He in me as my only hope? I
feel so full of the world that there seems no room for anything else. 0
Divine Spirit, root out this conformity to the world, its pleasures and its
customs. May I dread more the awful denunciation of my Saviour:
, Woe unto you when the world speaks well of you.' When this is the
case, it is fraught with danger to the soul. More blessed to experience,
'In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.' Suffer me not, 0 Lord, to bring reproach on the
cause of Christ, but may I choose rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God. I seem almost to have lost the spirit of prayer, and the
Word of God is like a sealed book. This comes of going with the multitude after vanity.
"May 5.-1 am again called to pass under the rod of atHiction, being
scarcely able to move about from pain and weakness; but I trust I can
to-day say, 'Thy will be done.' Having to endure disappointment as
well, I am the more thankful to be kept from murmuring. Thou, 0 Lord,
exacteth less from me than my iniquity deserveth; grant me, then,
strength according to my day, for the sake of Thy dear Son.
" May 10-Lord's-day evening.-' Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that
is within me bless His holy name!' He alone can heal all my diseases,
.and Ho has in measure already restored me, though still labouring under
weakness.
", In the furnace God may prove thee,
Thence to bring thee forth more bright;
But can never cease to love thee:
Thou art precious in His sight.
God is with thee,
God thine everlasting light.'
I trust I Bee the need for these afflictions. I am such a backslider
that I require the strokes of God's Fatherly rod; and thus He restores
me, and leads' me in the paths of righteousness, for His name's sake.'
Oh, suffer me not to depart from following Thee, my blessed Saviour;
for surely the things of this world are light and trifling compared with
one moment of Thy presence, even on a bed of sickness. May I take
up my cross, and follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.
"June 7-Sabbath evening.-1 am again prevented from attending the
public ordinances of the courts of the Lord's house through indisposition,
and feel my soul like the barren fig-tree. 0 Lord, make Thy Word a lamp
to my feet, and a light to my path, so that, whether in public or private,
it may be a savour of life unto my immortal soul. 'The entrance of
Thy word giveth light; it giveth understanding to the simple.' How
often is my soul in adversity through manifold temptations! the world,
the flesh, and the devil striving together for the mastery; so that there
is scarcely any spiritual life left in me. How often I am tempted
to say, 'Oh, that I had wings like a dove! then would I flee away
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and be at rest.' But teach me to say, 'Thy will be done.' Teach
me to say with Paul, 'For me to live is Ohrist, and to die is gain.'
I sometimes long to cast oft' this sinful body, and be clothed
in the likeness of Ohrist. At other times the fear of death falls heavily
upon me. Blessed Saviour! Thou hast taken away the sting of death
for all Thy ransomed ones; may it be taken away for me, so that when
my Master comes I may be ready.
"November 15-Sabbflth evening.-Bless the Lord for all His mercies,
more especially those of a spiritual kind. I have been greatly comforted
this day in His house, from hearing the Word preached. Our dear
minister, Mr. Price, has been showing us the evidences a child of God
has to the truth of the Gospel. One being the exceeding depravity of our
hearts, which, he said, none but believers could understand, made me feel
how I could enter into its fearful details. Yet I trust I can now truly
say, 'My Father,' for the Holy Spirit enables me to look out of myself
unto my risen Lord interceding at the right hand of God for pOOl'
unworthy me. What matchless love to save me! It seems to me now
that the Lord has been leading me many years in paths that I have not
known, and will, I have no doubt, complete the work begun, and bring
me at last to His everlasting mansions above.
"IJecember I.-How refreshing is Ohristian fellowship! and how much
I enjoyed it last evening in the company of a truly godly woman! It
does one good to hear what the Lord has wrollght in the hearts of His
people, and to feel that sympathy which exists among the members of
His family, seeing that the same warfare, conflicts, and rejoicings are
, in them as in ourselves. Truly such meetings are very cheering! but,
alas! how seldom do they occur! I have been reading lately of a Ohristian who feels exactly as I often do, as expressed in the following
extract :-' I have got a bad heart, in spite of all my conflictings, strivings, and prayings. I am yet so molested with sinful imaginations and
inclinations. If I do not perform duty with any life, I am troubled for
my dulness. If I do it with any life, I am troubled with pride. If I
do not pray, I cannot bear the pain caused by the omission, and often
when I do pray I am distressed with crowds of other thoughts which
prevent my pleasure in praying.' I can set to my seal that the above
is trUfl. But has not our blessed Master said, 'In the world ye shall
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have OVel"COme the world' ?
"IJecember 4.-1 am again spared to see another birthday, and have to
praise the Lord for His mercies to such a sinner as I feel myself to be
this night. Grant, 0 my Father, grace that I may watch as well as
pray that I enter not into temptation. 'The spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.'
"IJecember 31, 18.57.-The last day in this memorable year, in which I
have been favoured with special spiritual mercies, experiencing something of the glorious liberty wherewith Ohrist makes His people free.
I am soon prone to get 'entangled again with the yoke of bondage.'
I never shall enjoy perfect freedom until I lay down this body of sin
and death. Still I can raise my Ebenezer, 'Hitherto hath the Lord
helped me.' 'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits.' I scarcely expected to see the close of this year, being in such a
weak state of health, but the barren fig-tree is left to cumber the ground
a little longer."
E. S.
(To be continued,)
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SUMMARY OF THE ENDOWMENT AND SUPPORT OF
ROMANISM.
Great Britain and Ireland :Annual payments, charges on Treasury and rates,
&c.. ,
,
£716,703 5 5
Colonies :Canada.-Annual value of Endowments
276.250 13 10
India and Ceylon.-Annual payments by Government 25,035
0
Other Colonies.-Annual Grants
:34,668 7 3

°

Total...

£1,052,657

G 6

It may be suggested that the support given by the State to the Ohurch
of Rome is justified on the grounds that the education and religious
instruction which is given tends to repress crime; but this is not borne
out by the results. On the contrary, the number of Romish criminals is
wholly disproportionate to the Romish portion of the population, and the
extra expenditure entailed upon the State is proportionately heavy.
The following statement will show the extra cost incurred fOl' the repression of crime:England.-The Parliamentary Retnrn of the 21st April,
1873, shows that whilst the Romanists are only onetwentieth of the population the proportion of Romish
prisoners is one-fourth. The total amount of expenditure for repression of crime-fOJ' criminal prosecutions, prisons, and police-(as per Parliamentary
Report on Judicial Statistics, 1875)-is £3,752,945.The proportion of this expenditure occasioned by
Roman Catholics is £938,236, bnt if measured by
population it onght to be only £187,647, thus making
the extra payment for Roman Catholic criminals
come to
,
£750,589

(i

Ireland. -From the Parliamentary Reports on Prisons
it appears that whilst the Roman Catholic population
is 3~ to 1 the criminals are at the rate of six
Romanists to one Protestant. The total amount of
the expenditure for the repression of crime is stated
by Dr. Hancock: for criminal prosecutions, prisons,
and police (as per Parliamentary Report on Judicial
Statistics, 1875), to be £1,481,433. Of this amount
the Romisb criminals cost £1,269,799, but if taken
according to population the amount ought to be only
£740,716, leaving an extra cost to be borne by the
country of .. ,.....................................................

529,083

()

Scotland.-The North British Mail, Dec. 16th, states
that the share of expenditure in repressing crime
oceasioned by Roman Catholic criminals amounts to
£27'7,629; but had tbe criminals been in proportion
to the Romish population it would have amounted to
only £75,488.-Extra cost
".....

202,147

0 ()

£1,481,8HI

0 0

Total..

(I
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Maga;;ine.
My DEAR FJlIEND,-I will thank you to send me thirty copies of
"Walks and Talks with Jesus," to scatter amongst the men of the fifth
army corps, now mobilized near Salisbury, for which I forward you
thirty shillings, being the amount received by me for that object up to the
13th July. To show the many opportunities the Lord gives me to scatter
and speak His precious truth amongst our soldiol's and sailors, I will insert
a few extracts from several letters received within the last fortnight,
which I feel certain must warm the heart of every friend to the Mission;
and, could others once breathe the moral atmosphere of a 'crowded tent,
barrack-room, or lower deck, I venture to say that many more of your
readers would soon feel it to be a real luxury to assist us in this our work
of faith and labour of love.
DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I have just beard of you as one who feels interested
in soldiers, and I write to tell you that we shall bo passing through Salisbury
on Monday next, on our way to Aldershot, :.md billet there on Monday night.
It would be very acceptable to a few of us if you could give us a short
Gospel address in some room, about 6.30 p.m. We have a few Christians in
the battery, and we are very glad to bave :my opportunity of meeting together to wait on the Lord and renew our strength.
Yours very truly, - - - Lieut., R.A.
The above letter came to hand on the 2nd instant, and the following
evening I had the pleasure of meeting this Ohristian officer, and a few of
the men under his command, when we had a most refreshing season from
the Lord, from three P's in Epbesians i. 18,20, namely, Paul's prayer for
Oh~'i~t's jJower in the Lord's 'people. Each of the men, after partaking of
some refreshment, kindly provided for them by a gentleman of this city,
and in whose house the gathering took place, carried off a copy of " Walks
and Talks with Jesus," being highly delighted with the little treasure
for their next day's dusty march.
Th8 following letter from a corporal of one of the regiments now stationed in this neighbourhood came to hand last Saturday, and was the
outcome of a personal visit to the camp to hunt up the lost sheep of the
house of God's spiritual Israel.

f<.,

t

DEAR CHRISTIAN BROTHER,-Your kind and thoughtful note came to
hand, with two parcels of "Historic Stones" yesterday afternoon, for which
please accept my alJd all our little band's thanks. and I may say we read with
great interest tbe way in which the Lord bas led you. We are just going to
the village, at the bottom of the hill, to see if there are any meetings held
there. So for the present I must conclude, with Cbristian love,
Yours,---.
The subjoined letter came to hand one day last week, and in it will be
found a voice from the navy, speaking of the good received from the
operation of the Mission. It bas greatly gladdened my heart, and I
doubt not it will greatly cheer your heart, as also your numerous readers.
For such blessed testimonies we desire to thank God and take courage,
ifby any means, like a burning candle, we may con8ume our8elve8 in holding
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forth the light of life to all the household of faith m the army and
navy (2 Cor. xii. 15;'
My DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I re eived the nice box of books all right, and
I like them very much: may they be largely blessed of our heavenly Father,
who says: "My word shall not return unto me void." I ean assure you that
your books are well read-not once, but over anG1 over again; and you have
not the least idea how they are sought for by the men (of the scores of large
vesseh under my daily visiting). Every d,ty nearly I have them asking me for some books to read, and I feel assured they are not read in
vain. I remember a deal' old pilgrim sailor, just gone l.lOme to glory, telling
me a few days before he died that he had never read such books as Dr.
Doudney's writings; and, when dying, he pointed to some numbers of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE lying on the table, saying- to those by his bedside, " You
see those books; after I am gOlle home, do not forget to than le the giver of them
for me, and give them to others, that they may read them; and I hope,
through God's mercy, they may find in them what I have found, for the man
that writes them has got the root of the matter in him, which you must
have, my hOy8, for a dying hour."
Yours, - - - .
The undermentiollE\d letter came by post last evening, and is from the
manager of a large Military and Naval Institute at Malta:My DEAR FRIEND,-Your kind letter of the 24th June arrived on the
4th instant, and the box of books arrived yesterday, 6th. I was just getting
at a low ebb for reading, as your last box was soou carried ofi' by the
various vessels (now in Besika Bay) when they left J\hlta for the summer's
cruise; so that the fresh supply could not have come at a better time, as
the Thalia, from China, is now in harbour on her W,ty home, and several of
her crew have taken parcels to distribute on board their vessel.
Thanking yon for all your kindness in remembering us here, imd praying
that God will continue to you strength to go on in your good work,
Yours very faithfully, - - - .
May the Lord deigu to bless these testimonies of blessing to the reader,
and further us with His continual help and direction, that God in all
things may be glorified.-Yours faithfully,
SalisOlt1·y.
CHARLES BRIDER.
A WORD FROM AFAR!

'1'0 tile Eelitor of the Gospel Magazlone.
DEAR SIR,-As such I am constrained to address you, knowing of
a truth you are an ambassador of my dear Lord and Saviour.
I
feel desirous, if it be possible, to express my gratitude to you and all
who assist in the glorious work of pllblishing the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It
is now four years since I was advised by a Christian friend to take it, as
they had done for years, and found it most profitable. It would be impossible for me to speak of the comfort and instruction received from
perusing it. How often has my weary mind been soothed and comforted with nothing less than that holy unction which the Divine Spirit
has vouchsafed to you to comfort those who mourn in Zion, mourn
over inbred corruptions. No sooner is one difficulty removed than
another arises. What a kind, gracious Father we serve! who deals so
gently with us, leading us from one chamber of imagery to another with
His own hand. How loving! He knows all our weakness. Poor human
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nature could not bear too great a revelation at one time. I could not
possibly say of one part more than another: all seems to be written with
the same spirit. Nothing, in my estimation, cOl..ld surpass the leading
article of every number, the life of J acob. Nothing could from
beginning to end animate any Christian more-tracing their own
experience, their failings, seeing a loving Father's haud in all the
glorious communion.
"Oh, for such love let rocks alid hills
'I'heir lasting silence break! "
The leading article of this month is particularly beautiful-a beautiful
text indeed.
I often regret much that Christians meeting in any conversation
spiritual conversation is the last subject, if hinted at all. It appears
to me, although profession is rampant in almost every direction, people
are satisfied with an intellectual, scientific religion. It is hard to get
them to understand that it is not sufficient. "Ye must be born again."
How can these be ? They do not desire to understand more than their
present attainments.
Oh, that the I~ord would blow a heavenly breeze upon the dry bones who
are wrapt up in their own moisture! Well may Christians pray that the
Lord would send water upon the dry ground. Page 139, ":\ll:<.rch number,
is very delightful. I was asking It few days before what a person thought
of the last verse in Daniel. Of course, nothing particular was said. I was
left to my own imagination with my constant guide. A few days after,
the Magazine answered all for me. There I saw my Father's hand,
which assisted a poor worm to lift its heart in adoring gratitude-so far
apart in the body, yet the Lord helping His people to impart instruction
to unknown fellow-travellers. Page 121 is delightful. "Everlasting!"
What a glorious thought-everlasting! It is now sixty-two years sin?e
I was called by the grace and goodwill of my heavenly Father; but ill
this long journey what childish, what youthful, follies! what follies of
riper years! what regrets that the heart was not more fully giveu up to
God! Still, with all my failings, I have been kept! Still the rod has
often been applied very severely. I bless His hand. Such a rebellious,
giddy worm still !
" Determined to save,
He watched o'er my path,

I

When Satan's blind slave
I sported with death."

But" I know whom I have believed." If I look back to a long life,
I see nothing but mercy and love. I cannot, I dare not, doubt His love
to the end; but I am ashamed of myself. None but a God would have
kept me. Love the Lord, 0 my soul, and bless His holy name. I
could say, "Why me?" lIut it is infinite love from first to last.
"Soon shall I pass the gloomy ;'ale,
Soon all these mortal powers will fail;
Oh, may my last expinng breath
His lovingkindness sing in death! "
Sabbath evening, May 8, I was permitted to go to a place of worship;
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was to be administered. It is very
seldom I can go out, as infirmities begin to Jlress upon me ; but I heard
a most excellent faithful sermon on Christ healing the leper. I l:tave
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l'eason to think it will be attenueu with an abnndant blessing. 011
returning, looking in the Ma~azine, there I found the heads of the
sermon just heard: the minister enlarged so beautifully on each head;
he made a long and profitable discourse. No doubt seed was sown which
will appear after many days.
Trusting, dear sir, with the love you bear to my Father, all mistakes
will be borne with charity. The love of Ohrist constrained me.
Victoria, May 13, 1876.
AN OLD P1LGRBL

\

[Dear unknown yet well-known and much-loved in the Lord, what a
blessed bond is that which unites the members of the household of faith!
Aud, if it be so now, amid all tho rubbish and ruin of the fall, wlat will
it be by-and-bye, when we are fully, finally, and for ever delivered from
the burden of the flesh, and are in joy and felicity sitting' down with
Abraham and Isaac and J acob in the kingdom of ou·r Father! W I}
cannot help at times longing for it, dea,' fellow-pilg6m. rVe are often
reminded of the words of the despised coalheaver : "I am sick 0[' professors," said he, "I am sick of possessors; und, most of all, I am !:lick of
myself."
We have long felt, and often testifiecl, that, critical and painful and
threatening as is the general aspect of the Ohurch and the world at the
present time, to ourselves the most lamentable feature of the day is the
contention, the backbiting, the hair-splitting which prevail among the
real children of God. Well may they take shame to themselves, well
may they anticipate a Father's chastisement. Instead of holding up the
hands of their ministers, there is cavilling and censuring'. We believe
many of the Lord's worn-and-weary ones, bearing the burden and heat
of the day, are ~ent heart-broken to the grave through the bitterness of
spirit with which they have been called to meet. There are watchers in
the churches, "making men offenders for a word." Instead of seeking
for trutb, such watchers are in quest of error. They attend the sanctuary in a captious, censorious spirit, and wrest the preacher's words.
They put a construction upon his testimony altogether foreign to his
purpose and intention. We can only say of such, " 0 my soul, come not
thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou
united."
We are bound, in gratitude, to say that, lamentable as is the state of
things in the Church of Eng-land, aud perverted and abused as her
services are, ihe Lorel has, in His tender mercy, marvellously spared lIS
from contact with this bitter, censorious spirit of which we speak. ¥lithoui peculiar strength and special grace, such a state of things would
have sent us to our grave (humanly speaking) long, long ago.
.
Hence, in the anticipation of the very speedy closing up of our
pilgrimaj:{e, we testify to our gracious Lord's great goodness and mercy,
in that He hath been pleased to spare us this trial. Other trials we have
had; and for each and everyone of these there \Va., an absolute necessity.
They were indispensable. Of this we are most thoroughly convinced.
As intimated by our venerable correspondent, such even in onr old age
and declining years we find to be the folly, the vanity, the earthliness,
the carnality, the stupidity, the deathliness of our state, that the rousing
and the stirring up, by means of trial, afHiction, or anxiety of some sort..
has positively been indispensable. Fools that we are, notwithstanding
all we have been called to encounter-all the Fatherly discipline, the
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troubles, the afllictions, the losses, the crosses, the bereavements-we have
as much reason now as ever to exclaim, "My soul cleaveth unto the dust;
quicken Thou me according unto Thy word."
Some may boast of their spirituality and great attainments in divine
things, we dare not make such boast, for (to our shame we acknowledge
it) unless under pressure of some sort-if not from very necessity drawn
or driven to the throne of grace-we feel no more the spirit of prayer, nor
the heaven-seeking, nor the Christ-longing, than the brute creation. Oh,
how we thank our God for that utterance of the Psalmist: "I was as a
beast before Thee! "
And yet (blessed be His name 1) He knows when and how to touch the
heart in a moment-aye, and to set the whole in tune and sweet and
glorious harmony. How blessed it is when, of a sudden, He comes over
all the mountains of sin, unbelief, ingratitude, and misery, with one of
His precious love-whispers: "I am the God of Bothel;" or, "It is I;
be not afraid; "01', "I am the Lord that healeth thee;" or, "I will not
leave thee, nor forsake thee; " or, "Fear not, thou worm J acob."
Ah! dear aged fellow-traveller, what a marvellous change is wrought
in an instant by one of these sweet and timely passing words from the lips
of Him who in a moment becomes dearer and more precious than ever;
yea, even" the Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely! "
So that all is overruled for good. All our wanderings, all our wayward~
ness, all our blackness, vileness, ingratitude, and defilement; all, all
overruled for good, setting forth, in striking and blessed contrast, the
patience, tenderness, forbearance, longsuffering of that almighty and
all-glorious One who "rests in His love," and" hates to put away."
Beloved, we have been musing lately upon the lines of the blessed
DAVID DENHAU, a former sweet singer of Israel, whom it was our
happiness to know and love:
"I long from this body of sin to be free,
Which hinders my joy and communion with Thee;
Though now my temptations like billows may foam,
All, all will be peace when I'm with Thee at home.
"I long, dearest Lord, in Thy beauties to shine,
No more, as an exile, in sorrow to pine;
But in Thy fair image arise from the tomb,
With glorified millions to praise Thee AT HOME!"
Brother! ym~ testify of having known the Lord for sixty-two years.
This year is our jubilee in regard to this knowledge. But oh, how
utterly ashamed we feel at the little we know, and the less we have
thought and said on His behalf, after all the teachings, leadings, interpositions, manifestations, and boundless goodness, mercy, bounty, and love
of that half-century ! No tongue can tell what we feel in this respect, and
how increasingly astounded we are at His wondrous patience and
marvellous longsuffering ! Well, beloved, we can only add, with a dear
old disciple of whom we have lately heard. Said she, "If ever He
brings me to heaven, He shall never hear the last of it." So says, dear
brother, your fellow-pilgrim,
St. Luke's, Beclminster, July 12, 1876.
THE EDITOR.]

-------- ------ -

-------_.
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CONFLICT AND CONSOLATION.
To the Edit01' of tlte Gospel Magazine.
DEA.R Sm,-Beloved for Christ's sake, grace, mercy, and peace be with
thee. I hope you will excuse the liberty and freedom I am at this time
takin~ in attempting to write a few lines. I hope I can truly say before
a holy heart-searching God that my motive and desire is the honour and
glory of God, and, if the Lord will, for the encouragement of His dear
servant, whose testimony for God and truth has many times been blessed
to my soul, and in such a way sometimes that I have felt my heart burn
with love to you, when the Lord has been pleased to draw near and
commune with my soul through you as the instrument, both in hearing
and reading your pieces in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, though I never heard
your voice but upon one occasion, which is now nearly twelve months
since, at the Conference meeting at Leicester. It was there and then I
proyed it to be a word of power, quick and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, and of great help and encouragement to my poor
soul; and I have felt a desire ever since to write a few liries to you to
let you know that the Lord is owning and honouring His own "Vord
through your testimony to the hearts of His own people. But a sight
and sense of my own ignorance, weakness, inability, and insufficiency
has shut my mouth, and kept me from presuming to write to a
servant of the Most High God; for indeed I am not worthy, and have
to cry out in spirit sometimes with one of old, who said (when she
fell on her face), "Why me? why have I found favour in thy sight, seeing
I am only a stranger, and not like unto one of thine handmaidens?"
But the remarks you made at the season referred to, as near as I can
remember, were these: "Jesus Christ shall as soon perish as that poor
soul who has been brought to cry from necessity, 'God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.''' These sweet and precious words from your lips dropped
into my.soul like rain upon the new-mown grass, and I was like one
astonished, insomuch that I said to a friend who sat by me, "Is it true? "
who replied, "Yes, it must be ;" and I did not need anyone to tell me it
was true, by the sweet and blessed manner in which it just fitted into my
soul. I felt as if I must have shouted out aloud in the place, "Then I
shall, I must be saved!" What joy and peace and holy confidence for a
few moments possessed my breast! I felt what I cannot describe, for it is
better known and felt than can be talked about; but this I can say, it
made me say, and that feelingly too, "Why me, why me?"
As I was led to see and to meditate a little upon how the Father, Son,
and Spirit hath from all eternity entered into an everlasting covenant
engagement to secure the salvation of my poor ill.and-hell-deserving soul,
and that though I am a sinner of the deepest dye and as black as hell,
nay, often more like a devil than a saint, yet still I was as safe and
secure as the Lord Jesus Christ upon His throne. Amazing thought!
Who can fully enter into and comprehend this deep, this mighty subject?
As I was led a little into and had a little insight into the everlasting
love acts of the eternal Three, I felt constrained to say, "Take me, dear
Lord, body, soul, and all, only Thou possess the whole; do with me, by
me, and for me, as seemeth good in Thy sight." The sweet savour of
that visit abode with me several days after, and was the means of great
encouragement to my poor burdened heart; for, though it had been some
years since the Lord was pleased in infinite mercy to my poor sin-stricken
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soul to assure me of my interest in the everlasting love of God and His
eternal purposes of grace and mercy toward every elect vessel of mercy,
yet I had been for some time in a very low way; my path had been very
dark and cloudy, and I had beeu very much questioning the reality of all
I had been the subject of, thinking that I was in such a far-off condition I was beyond the reach of mercy. Yes, I have painfully proved
the truth of that solemn word, "Your sins and your iniquities have separated between you and your God;" so that it was a time of need with my
poor soul, and the Lord was pleased to use you as the means of imparting
peace and comfort at that time. Oh, how I longed to tell you of it then,
but was afraid to speak, and ever since I have felt it impressed on my
mind to write to you to bear my poor feeble testimony to the truth of
God's vVord, and to encourage you still to press forward in your work of
faith and labour of love, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord.
Again, the Family Portion for February, "I'm Just Going Home," has
been very sweet and precious. How it has reminded me of a very precious
time, when I thought I was just going home in a spiritual sense, and to
leave all the things of earth, and all that now annoys, and be for ever
free from sin. It was when the Lord first favoured me with a knowledge
of sins forgiven and sweet peace and pardon in my soul, that I was then
brought upon a bed of affliction and very near to death. Then, oh, then,
how I did enter into the wiGh and desire of the Gadarene, when hEl
desired Jesus that he might be with :aim! Oh, how gladly would I theu
have died! Nay, I can truly say I longed for the time to come, and not
with a motive to shrink back from or get away from trouble. No, but
that this narrow, contracted, earth-bound soul might burst its bands ancI
bask in ineffable bliss and blessedness, and with strains immortal chant
forth the praise of Him who had loved me, and saved me, and washed
me in His own blood! Oh, how poor, how mean, how cold, and halfhearted are our best songs of praise we can raise to Him, whom we
desire from our very hearts to crown Lord of all! Oh, how true we
have at such seasons felt the words of the poet"Living tongues are dumb at best;
We must die to speak of Christ!"
And then, again, how suitable the language of another poet, who says" Forgive the song that bIls so low
Beneath the gratitude we owe;

I

It means Thy praise, however poor:

An angel's song can do no more! "

Surely these are the times to prove wheth~r. or not tb~re is any l:ealit,r in
religion. Oh, what a mercy to have a .rehglOll th~t 'Ylll do to dIe :WIth!
But I am running aWHy from the subJect I was hllltlllg at; but, as It was
in the case of the Gadarene, so this will prove to you it was with me" Jesus suffered it not to be so then."
"Many days have passed since then,
Many changes have I seen."
Ah! then I little thought what lay before me. I thought to be
sure, after such a bright testimony and such a clear manifestation
of my interest in and union with the Lord the Lamb, then, surely,
I should never doubt again, and I should never again sink so
low nor get into such states as I have done before. I thought to

~y
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be smo I was going singing nU the way homo to glory, losing sight
of that word which says "In the worltl ye shalt have trib1tlat£on,. "
Ilnd it is " throztgh mueh vribulation we ..hall enter the kingdom." Surely
the Lord would never have promiso(1 His people shoes of iron and
brass if He had meant they should go to heaven on flowery beds of
roses. Oh, how different, flOW 1'ery different, one finds the pnth to
happiness and bliss to what they expected when they first set out on
their journey from tho city of destruction to the celestial city! And how
often it is as it·was with Christian: he could see the lions in the way,
and hear them roar, but he could not at first see the chains that bound
them. How the poor soul thinks, and is ready to conclude, Surely this
trouble will be too much for me, and the other will be my downfall.
Oh, what trying scenes! what perplexing dispensations! And how the
poor soul is forced to cry mightily to the Lord out of the midst of the
storm, let it bfl from whatever source it may! And sometimes, when the
Lord is pleased to speak, and say, "Peace, be still," oh, what a sweet calm!
Then one can see something- of the meaning of those words (when looking
at his troubles), " Thus far shalt thou go, but no further." How true it is !
Oh, for faith to look at things more in this light!
"If God appoints thy trials ten,

Ye ne'er shall

h~we

eleven."

How sometimes aftN' such a storm, when everything appears to be going
contrary, and those whom we love and might have looked to for sympathy
shall speak against us, and appear to take side with those that hate us,
andall hell seems up in arms against us, and appears just ready to swallow
liS up, how many errands does it cause to the throne of grace which we
should never have known anything about but for the very trouble which
we had tried all in our power to get away from. vVhen the Lord appeal's,
and in the room of war and tumult puts sweet peace, love, joy, a broken
and a contrite heart, and makes the soul feelingly to triumph over all its
enemies, amI to joy in the God of his salvation, then how he can bless
and praise the Lord for the very trouble which He permitted him to get
into when he has seen the tender love and mercy of a gracious God
exercised toward him, and has felt the very spirit of what dear John
Bunyan meant when he said that, if i~ we~e lawful, he could pray for the
greater trouble for the greatm· comfort's sake. How true it is that" no
chastening for the present seometh to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless af~erward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness to them
that are exercised thereby." I feel my flesh shrink from the former part,
but I do hope there is a principle within which loves to feel the latter
part sweetly in exercise; but I find I cannot bring forth the fruits of
humility and love out of a hear~ of stone; and surely they never did, nor
never will, proceed from that sourcs.
Oh, what a mercy to have a new nature and a right spirit implanted
within-one that loves holiness and hates sin I-a spirit that longs for
communion with the Lord and conformity to His will; that loves what He
loves and hates what He hates, and would be as holy as God is holy!
But where this is the case how the old man of siu will rise up in arms
against tho new man of grace; and such a warfare takes place that sometimes the poor soul feels like a battle-field, and sin and Satan and
the corruptions of [, depraved nature appear to gain the victory. But,
blessed be God, it is written, "Grace slu/;U reign through righteousness

xx

442

The Gospel Magazine.

unto salvation; n and again, "The elder shall serve the younger;" and
again, "Sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under the
law, but under grace." .
If the Lord had called me home at the time I so longed to go, how
very little I should have known of this up-hill path-this in-and-out road!
Little do we know what we are spared for and what the Lord has in store
for us. I am now proving the truth of what a friend said to me at the
time the Lord first set my soul at sweet and happy liberty. When shaking
hands with a friend, after a little conversation, he said, ". Ah ! my girl, if
the Lord intends you should stop here long, you will have a pathway of
much trouble and exercise." Though it left a deep impression on my
mind, yet at that time it did not damp my spirit; but I have since and
am still painfully proving the truth of his words. I little thought then
that I should ever feel such corruptions, such evils, and I may say devilishness, which I have felt since; but, as you mention in your address, the
Lord had a work for that poor man to do which perhaps he li.ttle thought
of. And surely it was blessed employ for him, just after such a
wonderful display of power of this blessed God-Man, to declare what the
Lord had done for him. But here I fear I do not resemble him, for
my life appears to be so useless, and sometimes I appear to possess no
more life than the stones in the street.
But, my dear sir, I hope you will excuse me running on at this length;
I had no idea of doing so when I began. Pray pardon my ignorance,
which is manifest in this, and may you be led to remember a poor worm
who loves to feel an interest in the prayers of the people of God.
I have sent you a copy of a letter I have receivecl from a dear friend,
and which has been sweet and savoury to my soul, and which, with your
permission, I should like to see in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, hoping it may
be a word of comfort and encouragement to some of the Lord's living
family, who may be exercised about calling upon the name of the Lord
in publie, to see how mercifully He has appeared for others, especially as
the one Mr. Burton refers to is a brother that is just being brought out
to engage in public.
And now, dear sir, may the God of all grace abundantly bless you and
prosper you, and make you valiant for truth, and give you many seals to
your ministry, and souls for YOl~r hire, and when the toils and cares of this
mortal life are ended, oh, may there be an abundant entrance administered
into the kingdom of God and of Ohrist, is the earnest desire of yours
affectionately, for Jesus' sake,
Coventr·y.
R.

NOTES ON PHILIPPIANS T. 19.
H?w great a privil~ge to be able to sl.1;y'. I know that tltis, namely, everythmg that can pOSSIbly befall the Ohr"shan-that tMs exercise shall turn
to my real welfare, through the prayers of the faithful and the supply
of the Spirit of Jesus Ohrist ! 1-,et us pray.
St. Silas, Bristol.
W. SAUr,TDERS.
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ROMAN VERSUS RIT
L 'l'IG TACTICS.
[The double number of the Rook £ r July 13 (from which we extraot
the following) contains an amount of illo.tt l' of the most variable and
interesting kind sufficient to fill a tol ro.hly- ized volume. But for the
large sale of the work, it could not poa ibly b produced at the price.
The article we quote is of so very imp l'to.nt ll. character, at this most
critical juncture both of our Church and natjoD, that we feel it incumbent to give it entire.
Sympathize as it is but natural as Il. parent wo should do with Lord
Nelson upon the trial to which he is called, we need scarcely say that he
ia only I'eaping the fruits of his own folly in abetting and fostering a
y t m WhlOh is in league with that to which his son has now openly, and
far mare honestly than the system itsel£, allied himself. It would only
be aoting above board and throwing ofI a J esuitical, hypocritical disguise, if thousands professedly attachod to the Church of England did
the same. They are only acting with the most consummate cleception
and fraud whilst they remain identified with a Church. and receive its
pay, at the very time they denounce and abominate the very name of
Protestantism. Baser hypocrisy there could not be.-EDIToR.J
IT is really melancholy to think of the ignorance exhibited by a
portion of the upper classes of society on the subject of religion. They
have comparatively little acquaintance with the truths of the New Testament. For the most part they derive their ideas of theology from
manuals of devotion. and a blind obedience to the teaching of their
favourite spiritual directors. No wonder then that their souls are supplied with unwholesome nourishment. They have forsaken the fountain
of living waters, and are painfully, and even earnestly, seeking to slake
th6'i.r thirst at the broken cisterns of man's invention. They reject the
BIell.d of Life, a.nd in its place they unsuccessfully endeavour to substitute the husks of empty ceremonialism as a sort of salve to an uneasy and
restless conscience. The external organization of the Church is unduly
elevated into an idolatrous worship, and thus their souls are cheated
with the mere skeletons of truth. No man who has ever read with
prayerful attention the Epistle to the Hebrews, especially those chapters
which relate to the one Sacrifice of CHRIST, offered " once for all" on
Calvary, could forsake the doctrine of the perfected Atonement
once and for ever accomplished by that one offerin~ of JESUS on the
Cross. It would be impossible on any ordinary hypothesis for a really
spiritually-minded Christian, who had been led by the HOLY SPIRIT to
see his standing in CHRIST'S finished Sacrifice, to turn aside from it to
the gross idolatry of the so-called sacrifice of the Mass-whether as practised in the Church of Rome, or as counterfeited by Ritualists within the
pale of the English Church. When, therefore, we read of the latest
apostacy from the Scriptural Church of England to the unscriptural
Church of Rome-i.e" that which has recently taken place in
the case of one of Lord NELSON'S sons-we are compelled,
in spite of all our sympathy with the deceived and disappointed
father, to ascribe this sad event to an insufficient or inaccurate
view of the plain and simple teaching of the Gospel of the grace of
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GOD. We hold it as a fixed fact that no one who has been spiritually
enlightened as to the evil of sin, redemption by the SAVIOUR, and the
utter inability of auy priest (except the great HIGH PRIEST himself) under
the Gospel dispensation to intercede fm.' sinners, could be taken in
by the cumbrous and clumsy-though fascinating-ritual of the Roman
Ohurch. Weak and susceptible natures, whose consciences have been
awakened from the torpor of indifference, will, unless Scripturally
directed to the "Fountain open for sin and for uncleanness," most
assuredly adopt any plausible theory which promises to the anxious
inquirer temporary relief by the short and easy method of sacramental
confession and priestly absolution. It is very specious, but it is very
false. And yet this process of deception is going on every day around
us. It is only when some unusually fine fish is landed that the public
cau be brought to think seriously upon the subject. The perversion
of Lord NELsm,'s son affords a good illustration of this. That his
father has reason to be annoyed, no one possessing a spark of English
feeling can deny; but he certainly has no right to be surprised at this
additional evidence of the shameless character of Roman tactics. If nuns
with their insidious wiles had means of access to his son, and were enabled
-whether with or without the father's knowledge-to direct the thoughts
of the son into a Romish channel; if they were in the habit of meeting
him by previous appointment at Roman Oatholic services, and of carrying on a correspondence with him,-surely no one could be surprised at
the course which lJvents have taken.
It is - passing strange
that Lord NELSON should have been in ignorance of thesB
morbid influences thus injuriously affecting his son's mind;
and it is still more incomprehensible that, baving found it all out, he
should ever have recommended his son to consult one of the most
notorious Ritualistic clergymen of the day-the l~ev. Mr. STANTON, the
lawless and fantasiic curate of Mr. MACIWNOCHIE! What could Lord.
NELSON have been thinking about when he selected such an adviser for
bis son-whose mind was already deeply imbued with Popish proclivities '?
This is the Mr. STANTON who a few years ago delivered himself of the
following passage in a sermon he preached to his congregation :-" I call 011
you all, everyone of you here present, to use every effort to sweep away that
curse-the Established Ohurch !" It was to this director that Lord NELSON
committod the delicate task of relieving the spiritual di$culties of his
son! No wonder that he went wrong. If men in the hi~hest circles of
life encourage their children to attend churches in which the doctrine
and ritual of Popery are publicly taught and practised, young men and
young women, thoughtless but generous, will in the long run exchange
the semblance of l{omanism for the reality. The Oratorian priest,
" Father" BOWDEN, in his letter to the Times, has given the only t1'C(e
solution of this relig-ious problem. The Ritualistic tactics consist in
such a close imitation of Popery that no onn--not even the Romllnists
themselves-can really soo any difference between the two systems.
Monsignor OAPEL confessed in his correspondenco with Oanon LIDDON
ihat even he himself, a pradised controvorsi:lliBt and a RomiBh Pl'Ofessor of theology, was" almost tulwll in" by the manuals of devoti(Jll
"nO. the other books in usa among llitualists for the purpose of
fraining their disciples in wllat tlwy ,HO plllased to call "Oatlwlic"
doctrine. "As long [say:; FatllOr llO\\'DliN1 as certain mell1LUl s
of the Ohurch of England aro in tlto habit of illlitatiug tho
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H,omau devotion, of celebratiog' Mass, invoking the saints, oral
cunfession, reciting the Rosary and the like, conversions will follow,
which, sudden as they may appeal', are but the necessary consequence of
such a line of conduct." That is II self-evident proposition; and the
only wonder is that men who, like Lord NELSON, are deliberately playing
at Popery, and allowing their children to do the same, should be so
blinel and infatuated as not to see what the Roman Oatholic priest has,
with such irresistible reasoning, clearly stated in his letter to the Times.
The line which separates the Ritualistic confessor from his Romish rival
is so very slight as to be practically imperceptible. The only difference
lies in the greater amount of security which the Ohurch of Rome gives to
the public in the use of the confessional. Under any circumstances
sacramental confession is a vile and loathsome practice; but, bad as
it is in the Ohill'ch of Rome, there is some sort of guarantee for its
regulation under episcopal control. But the Anglican confessor can
carry on his system under no kind of superintendence, and on only his
own irresponsiblo authority. Ritualistic tactics are well shown up by the
history of Mr. NELSON'S perversion. On being examined by Father
BOWDEN, itwas found that he held "every point of l-<.oman doctt·ine." Under
the careful tutelage of the Reverend Mr. STANTON, this young man had been
thoroughly well" coached" in all the articles of the Popish creed. He
had been advised to study Romish manuals such as The l'hreshold of the
Catholic Churcl~, a book expressly written. for the preparation of converts to
Popery. For three or four years he had used the Roman Golden Manual to
aid. his devotions; and we are distinctly told that in this he wa~ encouraged
by this so-called clergyman of the Church of England-Mr. STANTON.
In point of fact, young Mr. NELSON had nothing to learn fl'om tho Romish
priest. Ho was so well prepared by his Ritualistic adviser, that he
JJad really no noed for any conversion to Romanism. He had already
}Jassed through that 111'oc8s8 while in the hands of Mr. STANTON. Therefore nothing remained to be done but simply to announce publicly
tuat he had at length thrown off the mask, and was now outwardly what
he had been inwardly for some time previously. If this will not serve
to open the eyes of t.he people of England to the treachery of the Ritualists,
we do not know what more can be done to awaken them. Our citadel is
betrayed: it is in tile hands of our worst enemies; and unless we now,
without any further delay, make some united and determined opposition,
we shall soon find that it is too late. More unprinoipled or unscrupulous
~onduct than that with which Mr. MACKONOCHIE'S curate has been publicly
charged it is impossible to conceive. Lord NELSON has to thank him
mainly for this sad episode in his family history. But this is far from
being a solitary example of Ritualistic strategy. We know several instances where the young ancl the unwary have been handed over step by
6tep to Popery by the most subtle and insidious means; the parents having
been kept in utter ignorance of their children's intention until the very
dn,y on whi.ch they h,td been received into the bosom of the Romish
Church. It would seem that in some cases the Romish and Hitualistic
priests work in concert, but of course without pretending to do ::lO. Iu
other cases the Ritualistic clergy are antagonistic to the HOllish priests,
but only as gangs of ri.val sml:g'g'lers look jealously on each othol' wheu
!:Jolh have the samo buoty in view. 'i'horo are in fact two circles uf priest::;
amung' the l~itualists: the ono in evident unisoll with Rome, aml the other
opfosed to it. The former are tt'ying to set up a Uniat Ohurch of their own
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with separate functions and powers; while the aim of the latter is to absorb the Ohurch of England into their own administration,-in short to
build their own fabric upon the ruins of Protestantism, and still to
remain a distinct administration while holding all the cardinal doctrines
of Popery. It is against these men that Monsignor OAPEL and Father
B.o~DEN utter their most vehement philippics.
They cordially
dlshke them because of the proverbial enmity of followers of
the same trade, and this circle of the Ritualists I'epay the
aversion of their Roman brethren with compound interest. Mr.
GlUNDLE belonged to the former; and Mr. MAclCoNocHIE, Mr. STANTON,
and others of that school, to the latter.
The one set wish to go
to Rome, and the other wish to stay where they are. But it is fatal
to the spiritual interests of the young to select any man from either of
these two circles to act the part of spiritual director of their consciences.
'When they are sufficiently instructed-not perceiving the nice distinctions
between the Ritualistic and Romish borderland-they generally proceed to the legitimate conclusion by joining the communion of the POPE.
Here we have Father BOWDEN throwing the blame on Father
STANTON for the perversion of Mr. NELsoN; Fathlir STANTON again
entering the arena to be:>patter Father BOWDEN. The one affirms a
certain fact, and the other denies it. However," amongst them be it:"
they have managed to undermine a father's authority, and to uphold the
son in a course of action alike at variance with all moral principle and with
every English feeling. And this is only what the most celebrated of the
Romish casuists inculcates as the very highest code of moral principle.
"Ohildren" (says ALPHoNso LIGUORI) "not only do not sin in
becoming monks or nuns" (or, may we not add, perverb; to Romanism)
"without consulting their parents, but, generally speaking,
they do very wrong if they let them know of their intention, on account of the danger to which they expose themselves
of being turned away from it. The examples of great numbers of
saints confirm this beyond a doubt" (,[heol. Moral. S. Alph. Liguori, iii.
Lib. v. cap. 68). There is a specimen of Roman tactics with a vengeance!
Oan anything be more destructive to the influence of parental authority?
Oan it be possible by any more unprincipled maU03uvres to weaken filial
duty and obedience? And yet thi'3 is the very course now pursued in
England, both by Roman and Ritualistic divines, in order to swell the
ranks of the great Apostacy. Meanwhile the disturbing influences
of the confessional are increasingly felt, and to such an extent has the
evil progressed that in Belgravia a number of gentlemen are associating
themselves together in order to take effective measures for its suppression
in that fashionable quarter. The tactics of the Ritualists are to worry
and frighten the bishops, gain time, agitate, talk big things, dieturb
Protestant meetings, lead captive silly women, trust to guilds and confraternities to do their underhand mission, and then-having weakened
the foundations of the National Ohurch-the traitors will do all they
can to bring about Disestablishment. One thing, at least, is very certain-that whilst the Ritualists romain within the Ohurch of England
peace is impossible. Therefore those who wish to go to Rome should be
let go, and those who do not should be made to go., Nothing else will
bring about a settlement of the present dead-lock among Ohurch partios.
Any attempt to patch up the question by compromise will only end in
failure and defeat.
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Since the above was in type we have read a whining article in the
Guanlian on t.he "Roman Tactics" employed in this now notorious
caso. It abuses the Papists for their want of " candour and straightforwardness," as if those virtues were to be expected in a communion
which has canonized the writer of the wretched casuistry referred to
above! Our contemporary also deprecates the encouragement given by
some of its clients to certain "doctrines and practices cognate to the
Romish," as this may lead to a serious reaction, in which much that is
valuable will be swept away. But this is precisely what we ourselves
said many years ago, only 'then we were laughed at for our pains.

/

THE GRANDE OHARTREUSE.
THE cradle and head-quarters of the Carthusian order still flourishes
at Ohartreuse, within twenty miles of Grenoble, where, under the superintendence of a few monks, the wine is made that bears the name of the
place. The monastery is a sort of hotel for strangers associated with the
asceticism of Popery. In the afternoon the servant informed me, the
guest-master being out of the way, he would show me one of the cells
for a consideration. On our way we met a monk. Probably he waG not
more than twenty, though it is difficult to tell, for his hair was cut off.
"Are you happy, brother? " I said. He shook his head. The servant
hushed me, saying, "The brethren never speak but once a week-on a
Sunday." I caught a glimpse of the man's face. It was one of the most
melancholy I ever saw in all my life. The cell was a large dark room;
a bedstead, deal table, and a prie-dieu the only furniture, a crucifix and
SOLle pictures the only ornaments. There was a turning box for food;
the window was very high. It was just the kind of place a man might
become mad in.
The next morning I was visiteu by an old brother, who brought me a
lot of beads and "holy pictures," anxious I should buy some of them.
As I did not care about such wares, he produced a bottle of Ohartreuse,
which he said was only five francs.
On llaying my bill to the guest-master, he -entered into conversation.
He informed me that the order, which at the end of the last century was
banished from every country in Europe, was now on revival. A large
monastery is now being built in the neighbourhood of Brighton. I dare
say the Ritualists of Brighton will welcome their new allies, but it is sad
to think that an institution which embodies thc darkest spird of tile dm'k
ar;es should again be lifting up its head among us, and that not only in
l{,oman Oatholic France, but even in the land of Ridley and Latimer.Lcis!wc Hour.

To his weeping' wife and children, mid the Rev. Thomas Scott, the
Oommentator, "Wen, nature will have its first burst of sorrow, but you
will soon learn to view .it in its true light. Christ is my all; He is my
only bope. Oh, to reahze the fulness of joy! Oh, to have done with
temptation! This is heaven begun. I have done with darkness for
ever. S~tan is vanquished. Nothing remains but salvation with eternal
glory, eternal glory! "
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Tlte Gospel ivlws·a::;i1le.

Tile Church Services. Oxford: Printed at the University Pross. London:
Henry Frowdc, 7, Paternoster Row.

As we saidsometimo since of" the smallest Bible in the world," issued by
this publisher, so we say of t~le work before m, it i.s .a perfect !?Oll1 ~ a
little waistcoat-llocket compamon, the clearness and dlstInctnoss of winch
render the reading most easy. Doubtless the peculiar textUl'e of the
paper contributes very materially to this ready reading. The book must
secure a wide circulation.
Life in England a~id A 21str a!/rl: Remini.scences ~.f Travels and Voya g'os
over 100,000 MIles; or, ]orty Years m the \ihlderness. A Memorial
or t.he Lovingkindncss of the Im·c1. By JOH:"T Bm;'YAN lIcCUltE.
London: Robort Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet Street; and of the
Author, Clarendon Read, Cambridge; and Mr. Bray, 02, Pel1l'osc
Street, Vvalworth.
AT the request of our valueel friend and brothel', the author, we have
already expressed our opinion of this .work in the INTRODUCTION to the
volume itself j but, on account of those mto whose hands this narrative
may not yet have passed, it gives us ploasure to testify that it is a work
rraught with deepest possible iuterest. It b~a~'s U~O~l its face, page aftel'
page and chapter after ch~pter, the sta1:Up. of SI~pl:Clty and truthfulness;
and as such must carry wmght and convlCllOn With It. It would Eeom noxt
to impossible ~hat any tl;oug~tful. reader cOl~lcl, riso fl:om tho TJOl'Usal of
this volume WIthout havmg hIS mmd deeply unoucd WIth the fact of how
the Lord calls His childron to services of tho most unlikely character,
and yet ror which He at tho same time qualifies them little by little and
step 'by step in the most markeeJ. and marvellyus manner. On the one
hand the weakness of the creature most unmistakably apnarent; on the
othe/, as clearly and unmistakably, divine wisdom, guidance, and
strength. We maintain that throughout this deeply interestinO" work
what we have stated is most obvious. All bespeaks the power l~nd the
handiwork of God; and hence is calculated to, and assuredly will, minister to the edification and encouragement of truth-seekiuO" souls. It is a
book that ought to be placed in Sunday-school and parochial libraries. It
may well likewise be quoted at missionary or prayer-meeting.~, as illust1'lltive of the condescension and goodness and faithfulness of our God.
Having read extracts at one of our own missionary prayer-meetings, to
the great interest of those present, we handed the volnme over to the
Sunday-school library. vVe would, therefore, commond this course to
others, as being one calculatod to strengthen the hands of the minister
by plain mat~er-o~-faet proof a;td demol1strll;tio~ of what ~ur God is still
o-raciously domg, m the f::wo or all the hostile mhluences III the day in
~hich we live. We are strenuous advocates for facts, and this is a book
of facts. W e woul~ gladly givo ex.tracts f~'om it, but our space not permitting, we are oblIged to defor dOlllg' so till noxt month.
GOD bath so ordered thing-s that oarnest prayer and sincere love shall
llo tried by delays~ iu order that faith ::mcl patience may be found glorious
in the day of ChrIst.
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