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THE OLIMAX.-RIPENESS AND READINESS.
" Titan shalt come to thy gmve in a fllll age, like as a shock of com
cOJnet/~ in in Ms seasoil."-JoB v. 26.
WE used to keep in our writing-case a sheet of letter paper, divided into
two columns. At the head of one column were the letters, "1'1. W.,"
at the head of the other, "F. W." Under these headings were passag-es
from the sacred Word; the former the portion that was first presented to the mind upon awaking of a morning, the latter the first
Scripture upon which the eye fell when opening the blessed Book..
By this simple means a precious cluster of texts was brought together,
the perusal of which was very refreshing, and often gave a subject,.
not only for meditation, but for the pulpit likewise.
This little former practice was brought to remembrance by the eye
most unexpectedly falling upon a portion, when first opening the
Vi ord, after a season of wrestling and deep anxiety during the previous night. The reader may, perhaps, wonder at this anxiety; but,
we would ask, how is it possible to contemplate the present aspect of
the times, in any respect whatever, without anxiety? Let matters be
viewed socially, religiously, commercially, or nationally, and what
unprejudiced mind can but admit (to say the very least) that the
times are most solemn? 1'0 say nothing of what is going on in the
world at larg-e, as regards" wars and rumours of wars," there are
calamities of frequent occurrence, of the most destructive and
appalling character. One dread accident (so-called) has scarcely
occurred before another Eucceerls, perhaps of so grave and disastrous
a nature as to almost obliterate the impression made by the previous fatality. Whilst, however, the judgments of the Most High
are upon other nations, in the most marked and significant way, there
is a species of indifference or infatuation within our own borders
which we can account for in no other way than that a spirit of
judicial blindness has fallen upon our people.
The fact is, we have, as a Ohurch and a nation, been tampering
G G
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with the apostacy; we have, as a country, been nestling the viper
in our own bosom; we have withdrawn wholesome restraints, and
have made concession after concession; and, at the same time, admitting to posts of trust and responsibility those whose so-called principles require the furtherance and the promotion of their own system,
to the undermining and the ultimate overthrow of our own Protestant
constitution. Romanism, Ritualism, and Rationalism are making a
desperate onslaught against the great and glorious principles under
which, as a people, we have been so long protected find nourished.
As a natural consequence, therefore, we are persuaded that, both as a
nation and a Ohurch, we are, as it were, upon a volcano, which may
at any moment burst with the most lamentable and disastrous consequences.
Our only hope is in God, as we contemplate the wide-spread conspiracy formed and working in our midst, designed and furthered by
the Jesuits and the traitors who have spread themselves throughout
our land, and who are intermingled with every class of society, and
carrying out their own nefarious designs and practices in the most
subtle and treacherous manner.
We will give one case by way of proof of the foregoing statement.
When at Leicester the other day, attending the Oonference, we met
with a Nonconformist minister, who said that upon a very recent
occasion, a friend of his, in passing through a certain street-we
forget the name of the town-was struck with the countenance of
(£ butcher's man, who, with his cart, was going his rounds, calling for
or fulfilling orders, from house to house. The gentleman was so
struck with the man's face-it seemed so familiar to him-that he
determined to halt and make inquiry. He did so, and then discovered that tltis butcher's man was a Jesttit }I'om Rome. He had previously met him at the Vatican, where he was employed to conduct
visitors and explain objects; and, when now confronted, and charged
with being the same individual, he could not deny the fact; at the
same time acknowledging he was in the self-same service-that is,
although engaged here in England in a menial capacity, he was in
the service and under the direction of Rome! Now, we might multiply these proofs by others which have come to om own personal
knowledge; but we forbear, as we do not wish to Le led away from
the usual tone of our " Family Portion."
We have said thus much by way of caution, and in order to remind
our readers of the position in which, as a Ohurch and nation, we
stand. With regard to the Ohurch of England we need not enlarge.
The many betrayers which are to be found within her pale, and their
Popish intrigues and filthy and abominable practices, as so lately
opened up to the world by that vile book, "The Priest in Absolution," is lamentable to contemplate. We may add, however, the fact
is notorious that matters without the Church are not in any wise
better than within her pale. Formality, worldly practices, and carnal
associations and observances; the name to live; the contention,'the
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baokbiting, the hair-splitting, the coldness among the professed people
of God, is truly lamentable. In addition to this, there is another
marked feature of the times in which we live-the Lord is calling away
His own sent servants, and we do not see their places filled. Others
are under His peculiarly-afflictive hand.
Hence, beloved reader, how can one but feel the very deepest
anxiety for the welfare of our country and the prosperity of Zion ?
Anticipating the signs and tokens of the last days-which have
most assuredly come upon us-it has been said by those who have
preceded us and are now gone to their rest, that when these things
began to develop themselves they would surely be instrumental in
binding together the professed people of God as the heart of one
man. It has been said that the efforts of the enemy would drive
the children of God together, just as sheep flee before the dog or the
wolf to one corner of the field. But this prophecy, alas! we fail as
yet to see fulfilled. Instead of this herding together, accompanied
by the waiving of minor differences, and being associated as in one
common cause, we see (if possible) greater differences, more marked
severances, heart-burnings (not, alas! of the apostles' kind when they
walked and talked with their blessed Master on their way to Emmaus) ; hair-splitting, backbiting, whispering, insinuation. Instead
of praying for their ministers, the people sit in judgment upon them.
There are watchers, and these" make a man an offender for a word."
Many there are who contend more for creed than for conduct.
Then, with respect to an attendance upon the outward ordinances,
may we not adopt the language of the prophet, where he says," The
ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts" ?
(Lam. i. 4.) Is there the thirst for either the written or the
preached Word now as compared with days gone by? With all the
talk and the profession of the age in which we live, is there the
,'eality, the power, the marked distinction and severance from the
world of a bygone period? Is there not, on the contrary, a mixing
up with the world in pursuits and practices? Can the line of distinction be traced now between which is which? the world Or the
Church? Is not Zion under a cloud? Are we not in a Laodicean state of things? and have we not just cause for fearing the
rebuke and denunciation: "I know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot; I would that thou wert cold or hot. So then, because
thou art lukewarm, I will spue thee out of my mouth" ?
We gladly, however, pass on from this what we call negative state
of things, to take a brighter and more blessed view of matters. As
we have already intimated, it was after meditating and mourning
over these facts during the wakefulness of the night season, as, at an
early hour in the morning, we first opened the dear old Book, the
eye immediately fell upon the words, " Thou shalt come to thy grave
in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season."

Oh, how suitable, how precious, how all-satisfying was this blessed
assurance! It came with such timeliness-such power-such apprOG G
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priateness. The portion was so exactly the word that was wanted;
and it became the more precious because it had been tlte least thought
of. Hence we see how blessed it is for the LOJ'd to be the ChooseI'
and the Speaker and the Appliar! Oh, yes, He knows when-where
-how to apply His Word; and it is so blessed and so precious and
so powerful when I-Ie does speak through and by it.
Notwithstanding the previous concern and anxiety to which we
have referred, dear reader, as appertaining to the wrestling during
the night season, upon the eye being directed to such a sweet and
suitable portion, we could but mentally exclaim, "Lord, it is
enough; " "Be it unto us according to Thy Word; " "Do as 'l'holl
hast said; " "Remember the Word unto Thy servant upon which
Thou hast caused us to hope."
And now, beloved, as the Lord the Spirit may shine in upon His
own most blessed Word, let us endeavour to look at it a little.
First, consider the chlJ,l"acteJ', as given in the context. See seventeenth verse: "Behold, Itappy is the mftn whom God correcteth."
Now, here is the character-" the man 1ClwJn God cOJ'J'ccletlt." This
is the Scriptural view of the matter. How different to the carnal or
fleshly estimate of things! In the world's opinion, the man who is
prosperous, successful, fortunate, as the saying is, would be regarded
as the happy-the enviable--man; whereas, iu reality, his is the
dangerous, his the most critical, his the really least desirable position. And why? Because 80 captivating-so all-ongrossing ; at the
same time so treacherous-so absorbing-so uncertain-and, at best,
so short and transient. " Son," said Abraham to the rich man who
(during his short sojourn -here) was "clothed in purple and fine
linen, and fared sumptuously every day," "remember that tltouilt
tlty lifdime receivedst thy good things, and. likewise Lazarus evil
things; but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented;" and we
read, moreover, of another certain rich man whose ground brought forth
plentifully, and he said within himself, "What shall I do, because I
have no room where to bestow my fI'Uits? And he said, This will
I do; I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I
bestow all my fruits and my goodfl. And I will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry. But GOD said unto him, 'l'hou fool" (so
that, with all his wisdom and foresight-notwithstanding all his
planning and purposing, he was but a fool, after all. He neglected
the main concern, whilst he was so all-engrossed and persevering and
energetic upon minor matters), "thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be which thou
hast provided?" Reader, this race of "fools " is by no means
extinct, notwithstanding the conf1rmlttion of' the foregoing testimony
by every-day plain matter of fact.
We are bound to say, that the longer we live, and the more we
reflect upon the course pursued by those whose hearts are set upon
the accumulation of wealth, the more are we struck with their folly,
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and the more impressed we n.re with the power of Satn.n over LILO
human beart, in the way that he infatuates and ensnares, for the
purpose of drawing ofi'the mind from nobler considerations and more
lasting verities.
How great a stress throughout the Word of God is laid upon the
certainty as well. as upon the practicn.l use of affliction. In the
<lhapter whence our text is taken, we read that "man is born unto
trouble as the sparks fly upward." Then, as to its practical use, mark
what the Apostle says-he of whom it was declared, " I will show
him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake "-" Unto
)Tau it is given, in the behalf of Ohrist, not only to uelievf, but to
SUF'FER for His sn.ke."
The same Apostle testified, "This light
n.ffiiction, which is but for a moment, worketh [ant] for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
Seeing, therefore, that affliction, or trial of some sort, is the great
m ans which the Lord employs for the commencement, the cn.rrying
011, and the completion of His own work in the hearts of His people,
how well may it be said, "Behold, happy is the man whom God
<lorrecteth ;" or as again we read, "My brethren, count it all joy when
ye fall into divers temptations; " that is, when ye are exercised with
various trials and afflictions. And why? Because, adds the Apostle,
" the trying of your fn.ith worketh patience."
But you, dear readers, who are brought by grace and power diviue
to know something of your own heart, as well as the character of the
sinful aed the dangerous world through which you are passing, are
made deeply sensible that you can no more do without trouble-so
that instrnmentally by means of it the spark of gfil.ce in your poor
soul may not be extinguished-than your body can be maintained
without nourishment. In proportion as you are led and taught will
you discover Peter's "needs-be that you should bo in heaviness
through manifold temptations." Observe, moreover, the blessed and
wholesome advantage n.ccrning therefrom-" that the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and
glory at the appearing of Jesus Ohrist."
Remember, too, that the Mastcr sn.id, among His last words, "In
the world ye shall have tribulation;" and surely, in the hope n.nd
prospect of at last reaching heaven, you would not like to be an
exception to the otherwise universal rule: "What are these which
:Lre arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?
These
LLrc they which came out of great t1'iuulation, and have washed their
robcs, aUlI m::tde them white in the blood of the Lamb. '
Be it yours, dear reader, never to lose sight ofthe fact-" No c/'oss)
no ero/en ! "
How well do we remember the pulpit saying of Mr. HUNTINGTON'S
successor (the then venerable ALGAR LoClc): "We are cold and icy
{lJlough with all our troubles; what should we be without them?"
Ah, what indeed? Well does the child of God know that every
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spiritual lisping, the every upward breathing, each Christ and heaven
looking and longing, is inseparably connected with the flood or the
£re. Callous and carnal, dull and drowsy, worldly and wretched is
the condition into which we spiritually fall, unless roused by trial, or
reminded, in some unmistakeable way or other, that we are on pilgrimage through a waste, howling wilderness; that we are in a dangerous
land, encompassed by enemies; that "this is not our rest; it is
polluted."
Reader, is it not so? Need you appeal to others for proof or evidence? Don't you know it? Is not the fact, as it were, burnt into
you by daily experience? Hence, why the sigh, the cry, the groan,
the tear, day by day, and hour by hour?
But what a mercy are the helps and the hints by the way; and
oh, how good is our God in this, as wen as in ten thousand other
respects! Even since we sat down to this article, He has given us
another proof of His gracious watchings and tender lovingkindnesses. We had been the subject of deep anxiety as to the return ef
members on a School Board in our immediate locality. The training
of a number of children, in these momentous days, is a matter of the
greatest importance. Among the candidates was an import from the
notorious Clewer, a member of the" Priests Associate of the Blessed
Sacrament;" one who signed the petition to the Archbishops to
" license duly-qualified confessors in the Church of England;" a member, likewise, of the "Society of the Holy Cross," and a member of
the English Church Union. Now, in spite of the fact that not only
the London papers, but the local press likewise, has been loudly
remonstrating upon tllat vile production, " The Priest in Absolution,"
and other works published by the Ritualistic clergy; and, although
a special letter appeared in one of the local journals, testifying to the
fact of who this curate-in-charge was, he is, nevertheless, returned as
a member of a School Board having the direction and control over
several schools, in which some six or seven hundred nominally Protestant children are being taught. Such appointments, especially in
the face of an that has recently transpired, we conceive to be lamentable
in the extreme. Surely it goes to prove the judicial blindness which
has fallen upon the people. Assuredly they will ere long discover
the treachery of which they have been made the dupes. Well, this
and other matters bearing upon the state of things in general, cauRed
us deep sorrow of heart during the wakefulness of the night season.
The Lord, moreover, seemed to stand aloof as we cried to and pleaded
with Him. It appeared like the shutting out of' one's prayers. No
look-no word-no whisper from Himself! Ah, reader, do you
know what this is? At length we fell asleep again; and, in our
dreams, felt ourselves speaking, in the hearing of' a Ritualist, about
the unspeakable blessedness of a peJ'sonal and direct appeal to the Lord
1!imself! No human mediator, no saint, no angel, no sacrifice, no
creature-doings, no crossings, nor bowings, nor genuflexions, no
pence nor penances, but a direct looking up-rt personal appeal to the
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LOl'd Jesns Cltri8t lfilllse(/; with a not" I know ill whom I have
believed," but, "I KNOW WIIO~I I IL\YE BELIEVED." A personal,
praotical knowledge; a holy familiarity; a supernatural aoquaintanoe ;
such as that which is embodied in tho saying, "Thou hast known my
soul in adversities; " "Unto Thee have I revealed my cause."
Ah, reader, who can tell what this is-what this knowledge, this
holy familiarity, this divine fellowship-but those who have
experienced the mercy, and who have been personal partakers of the
privilege? The Lord Himself and a poor sinner in sweet and holy
fellowship, walking and talking together. The Sin-bearer and the
sinner conjoined; the Burden-bearer and the burdened one communing one with the other. " I know my sheep," said Jesus, " and
am known of mine."
Well, dear reader, the dream of which we have spoken was followed
with this Scripture, dropped into the heart at the moment of waking:
" Who com/m'letlt us· £n all our tl'ibulatioll, that we may be able to
eorn/ort them which a I'e £n any trouble by tlte com/ort wherewith we
ourselves are comjol'led qf God."
Now, should we not be at fault, were we to withhold these simple
facts? Will they not touch a chord in at least some hearts? In these
days of coldness and formality, is it not cheering to hear something
of the good old way by which the fathers trod? to have some little
light thrown upon the pathway? to trace out the way-marks-the
Ebenezers-the stones of help-here and there? Is it not well to
have the footsteps of the flock oponed up, and to compare notes as we
journey onward and homeward?
*,
'if
'*
"
We would, however, for a moment just touch upon the blessed COJll)JJ'eltCllsiveness of the promise given in connection with our text. Do
mark it, dear reader. "He shall deliver thee in six troubles; yea, in
seven [perfect number] there shall no evil touch thee." What could
the Lordllay more? How dr:finite the promise. J ehovah's "shall "
pledged both positively and negatively; consequently, the promise is
hedged about with Omnipotence!
Now, all this is vcry blessed, and as conclusive as seemingly need
be. But, in still further condescension, goodness, and mercy, the Lord
particularizes and defines, so that He would not have His children in
the leastwise left at a peradventure or in doubt about matters. Now
mark, we repeat, the cOl1lJjJrellens£veness, the largeness, the fulness, the
all-embracing character of the promise: "In/amine He shall redeem
thee hom death; and in ?varfrom the power of the s/VOJ'(l." Here are
extremes meeting with a witness. Here is destruction deprived of its
power. "Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue; neither
sh&lt thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh;" so that the
slanderous tongue shall be powerless, and peace shall possess the mind
rather than fcar and apprehension. But, as though even this were
insufficient, the promise in this special particular is intensified: "At
destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid
of the beasts of the earth." What a contrast to the condition of those
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of whom the Psalmist speaks, and who had previously been the subjects of his envy: "How they are brought into desolation as in a
moment; they are uttedy consumed with terrors." "For thou shalt be
in league with the stones of the field; and the beasts of the field shall
be at peace with thee. And thou shalt know [what a blessed knowledge, reader !J that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou shalt
visit thy habitation, and shalt not sin." And this to the poor sinburdened, sin-hating soul will be among his choicest and most
crowning mercies: "And shalt not sin."
" Sin (his worst enemy before)
Shall vex his eyes, his car~, DO more;
His inward foes shall all be slain,
Nor Satan break his peace again."·

And here, dear reader, is another crowning mercy!
Oh, how
great! how glorious I "Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be
great, and thine offspring as the grass of tho earth."
We proceed now to our last point- The clilll((.{I;: "Thou shalt come
to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his
season."
Oh, how blessed this is! 0 Lord, 'rhou etornal Spirit" do condescendinglyand graciously at this time shine in upon Thy Word, in
order that we may see somewhat of its fulness and blessedness;
and do 'l'hou enable Thy poor dust and ashes to bring out at least
some little measure of what these precious words embrace.
Now, the first thought that strikes us, dear reader, is the distinctncss and the df;finiteness of the promise-the "thou" and the" thy"
in the words before us: "Thou shalt come to thy grave." Here is
the Lord's eye so directly upon His child, and the promise, as we
have said, so definite. It bespeaks such interest-such care-such a
fixedness of purpose, as well as exercise of power. It admits not of
the shadow of uncertainty. The language is as strong and emphatic as
possible. It is the" shall" of the immutable J ehovah; and of necessity takes into tho account and comprehends all opposition, difficulties, hindrances, dangers, and besetments. The" shall" overrules and
ovenides them all. It is not that they were overlooked or not taken
into account by the Lord. This would be to un-Deify Him. No, from
the very nature of His charaoter, as the eternal, self-existent, omniscient J ehovah, living as lIe do s in one eternal" now," He could but
foresee all things from the beginnin. The every circumstance-all
the minuti::e-the fullest devoloI menta and d taila of the entire
;}areer of His every creature-stood et ruaUy revealed to His infinite
mind and omniscient gaze. Now, if this applies to the entire Adam
posterity, how blessed is the consideration as far as His own dear
children are concerned! Hence, we see that there cannot be a single
position in which a child of God can be placed, nor an enemy whom
he may be called to confront, nor a temptation nor trial with which
he may be assailed, which was not foreseen and adequately provided
against in that covenant which is ,; ordered in all things and sure."
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In proportion, beloved, as we can cherish this thought, we may
correspondingly say of every phase of life, and of every trial, or care,
01' anxiety with which we may be exercised, " Well, it is all according
to the good will and pleasure of my loving Father-my wise, gracious,
and unerring Friend-who ordereth all things for me, and who causeth
'all things to work together for good to those who love Him, and are
the called according to His purpose.' Hence, 'the cup which my
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?' "
Observe, moreover, dear reader, the "come." Here is blessedly
implied the" watching" and the "waiting" upon the part of the
Lord; the Father and the Friend standing and inviting with open
arms, and open heart, too, ready to welcome to His embrace the object
upon whom His heart is set and His loving care exercised. And,
when to this is added that Jesus is looking for the reward of His
mediatorial work; seeking for the fruit of His redemption-price;
beholding the travail of His soul and being satisfied, how full and how
unutterably blessed is the contemplation!
,Ve have here again the definiteness-the evident appointmentnot only as to "thy grave," but the" full age;" so that, strictly
speaking, there is no premature death-nothing accidental, so-called.
" Is there not an appointed time for man upon the earth? " a time to
be born and a time to die?
"Pla,gues and death around me fly,
Till He bidB~annot die;

I

Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."

The con~ation of this" full age" may well act as a check both
to fretfulness and impatience. 'Ne must arrive at "full age " before
we are called home. The every lesson intended to be taught down
here must be learnt before we go hence. The" all things are now
ready" will be identified with the call, " Come to the supper." There
if' the two-fold preparation - there and here; the entertainment
preparing for the guest and the guest for the entertainment.
We may fancy we are ready; u'e may imagine we have learnt all it
is intended or necessary we should learn; but we are mistaken; this
eau never be until we are of "full age." The teaching and the
training must go on and on till then; then-and not until then-we
shall heal' the welcome summons, " Come up higher! "
Lastly, mark the figure or simile: "Like as a shock of corn
o(;umeth in in his season." How full of instruction is this thought!
Uonsider, for a moment, dear reader, the ordeal through which the
precious grain has passed before it has attained to its present ripeness.
Apart from the preparation of the gTound, the sowing and the dying
of tho seeu, there comes "the blade, then the ear, then the full corn
in the ear." Contemplate the stages through which the precious
.grain has passed, and the seasons to which it has been subjected.
How minute and how modest its first appearance, as it first bursts
from the earth in whioh it has been entombed! What an emblem of
the first germ of true spiritual life, as deposited by the Almighty
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Quickener in the souls of His redeemed! How gentle and as yet
scarcely traceable the first springing up above and in distinction from
the merely natural or carnal life ! Nevertheless, it is imperishable,
because Divine, and because the A.lmighty Begetter and InfuseI' of
that life has covenanted for its security-its growth and continuance.
Then, with regard to the natural seed, how numerous i~dangerS'
how manifold its difficulties, how dependent its career from e sowing
to the reaping; the needy check in its early growth; the oIling in,
the treading down, or the eating off the too hasty and ran springing
up. How like the restraints and rebukes of the young convert, who
is apt to make more head-progress than heart-advancement. Hence
the need of holding in and keeping back.
Ab, reader, can we forget fhese checks and restraints? Can we
forget, either, the absolute need of the same? What a false estimate
of strength-what mistaken views of grace-were ours, either as
respected ourselves or others! How vain our dependencies! how
futile our confidences! how disappointing our expectations! What
an immensity of the poor fallen creature was there in that supposed
spiritual progress of ours!
But (blessed be God!) the promise runs: "They shall revive as the
corn, and grow as the vine;" and surely the latter needs checking
and restraining indeed. Oh, what lopping and pruning does the vine
require-a striking type in very deed of the dealings with and
treatment of the dear child of God. But the" reviving as the corn! "
After the rolling or the h'eading or the eating process to which we
have adverted, what a sorry look does the previously promising wheatfield present; or during the drought or beneath the nipping or parching wind. But what a revival-what a re-springing-when the
refreshing shower comes, the soft wind blows, and the genial sun
shines!
And is it not so both richly and blessedly in a grace point of view?
The Sun of Righteousness arises, with healing in His wings.
"Awake, 0 north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out."
But the time taken-the tarrying ordeal-is the trying one.
" Behold, the husbandman wadetlt for the precious fruit of the earth,
and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. "
What, however, indicates the ripeness, the readiness for the sickle?
The full ear-the yellow tint-the stooping, bowing down. Could it
speak, the ear would say, "I am weary; I bow beneath my own
weight; I have borne the burden and heat of the day long enough;
I am ready for the garner; handle me gently; sever me from earth's
hold with kindly hand, and lay me quietly in my winter quarters."
Significant teaching, dear reader. Ripeness and readiness! How
shall we know it? What are the signs and the tokens ? Weariness
of the flesh; a sense of the vanity, the perishing nature, the perfectly
unsatisfying character of this poor sin-steeped world; the longing
after a sight of the King in His beauty and the land that seems so
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far off; an intense desire to be entirely and eternally fi:ee from all sin
and corruption i a longing for the" rest that remains for the people of
God i " the simplicity of the cry, "Lord, what wait I for? My hope
is in Thee i" "In a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart and
to be with Christ, which is far better;" and yet withal the heartfelt
exclamation, "All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my
change come." Perhaps this last is the leading sign and plainest
token that the time of departure is at hand. Pelfect submission; an
entire s'ttr1'ender; no wish to tmn a straw as to whether to go or to
stay; but the simple heart cry, "Not (tS I will, btd as Thou wilt,
Lord."
These, if we mistake not, are significant signs and tokens that the
partakers of rich and free and sovereign gi'ace are about to realize the
fulness and the blessedness of the promise: "Thou shalt come to thy
grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his season."
St. Lnke's, Bedminster, July 3, 1877.

THE EDITOR.

THE SYMPATHY OF CHRIST.
'-..

"I kno1O their sor?'o1Os."-EXOD. iii. 7.
"Fo?' He 7cnoweth our jmme; He remembe'l'eth thut we w'e clust."-PSA. ciii. 14,
" I 7mow thy 1Oo?'ks, and thy t'ribulation, ancl thy POVf,?·ty,-REV. ii, 9.
How the words of inspiration,
Beaming on the sacred page,
Yield substantial consolation
In our upward pilgrimage!

Jesus knows the sore confusion
Caused within my breast by sin;
And observes the destitution
Daily felt and mourned within.

Jesus feels for all His members,
For He kno1Os their burden'd frame;
Their afflictions He remembers,
Having once endured tbe same.
Jesus knows the feeble striving
Of my faith, and hope, and love;
All my strength from Him deriving,
I shall more than conqueror prove.

Jesus knows my sores and bruises,
And the griefs I undergo;
And His pity ne'er refuses,
When He bids me tell my woe.

Jesus knows my tribulation,
For He has a human heart;
He who wrestled with t~ta~on
Understands my inward~t.
London.

Jesus was with grief acquainted;
" Man of sorrows," sure, was He;
Therefore, though by sin untainted,
He can sympathise with me.
Jesus gives His benediction
To the tempted and the poor;
Nor, in any sore affliction,
Drives the needy from His door.

W.

WILEMAN.

THE devil has pressed me over and over again, and that so closely, tha.t
I scarcely knew whether I was alive or dead, Sometimes he has thrown
me into such despair that I even knew not whether there was a God, and
had great doubts about our Lord Jesus Ohrist, But the Word of God has
speedily restored me.
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MY FATHER'S WILL.
8ecret of tlte Lord £8 w£th them that, ~ Him,. and He will show them
HZ8 covenant" (marginal 'reading, "And jj.i~-~venant to make them know
£t ")-PSALM xxv. 14.

~' Tile

AN EMPTY VESSEL. How descriptive that figure is of the oft felt condition
of the child of God! An empty vessel. Still (blessed be God !) it is often
empty because it has poured out all the soul has gained from the fulness
of a precious Christ, and is waiting for more; and while just in this position, how very precious have those words in the Canticles become to us :
"A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from
Lebanon. Awake, 0 north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my
garden, that the spices thereof may flow out." Yes, it is just these two
things we want, "the water" and" the u'l'nd ,." the fountain flowing in,
and the spires flowing out; the wind blowing upon the garden, and the
savour of Christ breathed forth and carried upon the wings of the wind
(the Holy Spirit) to rest upon anxious, seel{ing, waiting, longing souls;
the result being fruit unto God, the gifts and graces exercised, und the
child of grace glorifying the God of his or her salvation.
Ah, it is this" water and wind" we ,,,ant-that water, the fountain
head of which is under the throne of God, and which issues in the pure
river of the water of life, "the streams whoreof mako glad the city of our
God;" and which flows not at haphazard, but in streamlets where the
Lord of glory directs. Here" He must needs go through Samaria " to bid
it flow into the heart of a poor Samaritan woman, declaring that "The
water that I shall give you shall be in you a well of water springing up
into everlasting life;" anon, it must at His bidding flow into the soul
of a Mary Magdalene, out of whom He cast seven devils; and, again,
into the hearts of all those who are elect vessels of His mercy. The
same with "the wind;" it blows where the Lord directs it should.
Hence He said to the astonished Nicodemus, "The wind bloweth where it
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit.
Ye must be born again."
'~
And now, beloved, praying that the water referred to may flow into
tile soul, and the gracious wind of the Spirit breathe its divine inf:luenceJ
in us, we have taken in hand 11 OUR lIEAVENLY FATJlER'S WILL," and turned
over some of its pages. You know where to find that will. It is all contained between the covers of JOur Bible. With regard to an earthly
father's will, if we want to peer into that, we must go to Doctors' Commons, and, after paying the required fees, the book which coutains it will
be placed on one of the desks and opened for us, and we may read its
contents. If we attempt to take notes of any of its clauses, a gentleman
connected with the office will walk up to us, und, politely requesting us to
hand our jottings to him, will tear the same into shreds. No; if ",e want
an extract it must be done in legal forlll, and another fee must be paid for
the copy. There are no such l'estrictions in reading" our heavenly Father's
-will." We come to it "without money and without price," and I now hope
to draw extracts from it to remind those interested in its covenants of
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their eternal security antI imperishable possessions, upon free grace
terms of" nothing to pay."
But we must note before we look into it, that not merely aro wo tobe shown the covenant, but we are to be made to KNOW IT, that is, feol
its blessedness and power, and behold it not as an inoperative old
deed, with clauses that are obsolete and out of date, but we are
to know it in such a way as to find that it is in full force, and that it has
reference to "things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and
the things which shall be hereafter" (Rev. i. 19), in the which we are
personally concerned and interested.
That we may "KNOW HIM" is the secret of all the teaching, all the
discipline, all the afflictions, all the crosses and losses, joys and sorrows
we are passing through; and it is just this that should make us sllbL:lissive, passive, and obedient, feeling that all is of the covenant of grace,
which is ordered-and well ordered-by our eternal Father for our good
anu His glory.
Let us then, dear reader (in dependence upon the Spirit of God), together dip into" our heavenly Father's will;" and how very precious at
once is the Psalm from which the passage is taken which heads our
paper! "Unto Thee, O.Lord, do I lift up my soul. 0 my God, my trust
is in Thee." Yes, is not that" unto Thee" the perpetual cry of the child
of God? He is ever looking up to the .Lord. He feels so helpless and
dependent upon His God that the fluttering of his heart is constantly
towards his heavenly Father-" Unto Thee, 0 Lord." It was this that
made David commence so many of his Psalms with similar upliftings.
"Unto Thee will I cry" (Psa. xxviii. 1); "My God, my God, why hast
Thou forsaken me?" (Psa. xxii. !); "Plead my cause, 0 Lord, with
them that strive against me " (Psa. xxxv. 1) ; "As the hart panteth after
the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God" (P"a. xlii. 1);
&c. Oh, how such uprisings are well known in the experience
of the family of God, proving that they are born again, and cannot be
satisfied with anything short of living things; and, amidst life's worry
and care-tried, tempted, and tossed about, it may be-yet how soothing
aro those moments of " looking up" and recognising the throne of grace,
and feeling that, though friends or even relatives are unkind here, we
have One in heaven, a true Friend, who owns us, sympathizes with us,
and who will never leave nor forsake us! Oh, then, cry unto the Lord,
and put your trust in Him.
And then, further down in the Psalm, "Show me THY WAYS, 0 Lord;
teach me THY I'ATHS." Yes, this will be also a constant desire with the
heaven-born and heaven-bound soul to understand and have unfolded the
Lord's ways, and to be led into the Lord's paths. Oh, how beggarly and
impoverishing are the world's ways and one's own ways, but" the Lord's
ways," oh, how clear! how like Himself! how fraught with satisfaction
and solace, peace and pleasure! And the same with His" p:tths," so
carved and cut out in mercy. Orooked they may sometimes appear, when
our faith is feeble and sight dim, but all made right when the discipline
has been sanctified, and wo are brought to faith's conclusion, "It is the
Lord; let Him do what seemeth Him good; " or, as we have it in the tenth
verse of this Psalm, "All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth~
uo
such as keep His covenant and His testimonies."
And then, again, how precious the words that immediately preee e
our passage! David cries, "For Thy name's sakI', 0 Lord, par n
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mine iniquity, for it is great." Some say in the present day we
are wrong to pray for forgiveness of sin, when our sins are all
forgiven and done away with by Christ. Ah! it is sweet to look
by faith unto Jesus, and behold our standing before God "accepted
in the Beloved." But, on the other hand, A LOOK WITHIN will surely
cause us to feel that, "if we say we have no sin, we decoive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us." No; for one we cannot yet take any other
position than that of a poor sinner, and not, as regards human nature, a
spotless saint; so that we must with David cry constantly, "Pardon
mine iniquity, for it is great." And what is so precious to us is, to feel
again and again a fresh sense of pardoning love and mercy, and hear
again His dear voice saying through His 'Vord, "Thy sins, which are
many, are all forgiven thee; go in peace." So that HIS throne is the
confessional we must constantly go to; never to the unholy, unsanctified,
and defiled confessional box of man's erecting, but to the throne of grace,
appealing to Him who alone has power to forgive.
And then the Psalmist says, speaking of the man that feareth the Lord,
"His soul shall dwell at ease;" or, as it is in the marginal reading,
"shall lodge in goodness." And is not this the case, that, with all our
having to weather the storms of adversity, and battle with life's cares in
this age of ferment, we yet know what it is in secret" TO LODGE IN
GOODNESS;" that is, in the goodness of the Lord, whose ways we discern
and whose paths we walk in; unto whom we confess our sins; to rest in
Christ, and obtain in connection with Him peace in the midst of our
strife? Yes," the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He
will show them His covenant," and make them lodge or rest in His goodness. This, then, is a precious page in " our Father's will," from which
we have only gathered a few" handfuls of purpose." There is a stock
of blessings behind--plenty and to spare for all seeking souls.
But to look further into "our Father's will," we turn over its pages
and light upon the following momentous and gracious words, "I will
praise Thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are
Thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. My substance was not
hid from Thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the
lowest parts of the earth. Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being
unperfect; and in Thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. How
precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, 0 God! how great is the sum
of them!" (Psa. cxxxix. 14-17.) Surely there are deep and wonderful
thoughts here! What do these marvellous words mean ? We must call
the Interpreter, of whom it is written, "He, the Spirit of truth, shall
lead you into all truth." The reference here is first to the body, but
chiefly to that spiritual body which the Lord calls" His Church," every
memher of which was seen in the eternal purpose of Jehovah when as
yet manifestly there was none of them. Job speaks in similar language:
" Thine hands have made me, and fashioned me together round about"
(Job x. 8)-marginal reading, " TOOK PAINS ABOUT ME." Yes, depend
upon it, all God does is a matter of careful arrangement; and, if this be
so with regard to the natural body, infinitely so is it with regard to the
spiritual body. HE HAS TAKEN PAINS WITH HER. There has been no
haphazard in the matter.
And then referring to the expression, "In Thy book all my members
were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there
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was none of them," see again marginal reading, ., or, what days
they should be fashioned." God knows and has appointed the day
when each member should be· made manifest, and the set time to
favour him; and no power can hinder the fashioning of the members of
Ohrist's body when that set times comes. Well may the Psalmist say.
"Marvellous are Thy works,' and that my soul knoweth right well."
And what should we do without the covenant of God-His divine and
sovereign plans and purposes-as the basis of our hopes and joys ? Our
frames and feelings are not to be depended upon; and, as far as KEEl'ING
UP TO THE MARK in spiritual thing's is concerned, why, do wenot find that
a little deviation from our usual round of things sometimes has the effect
of giving us up wholly to earthly thought and care? But what is so much
a source of consolatiou to the writer is, that all the while the covenant is
the same, the God of the covenant changes not; and, whatever fluctuation
there is with us, there is none with Him.
I turn over another page of "my heavenly Father's will" and I
read, "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and
have given thee change of raiment" (Zech. iii. 4). Oh, then there is
such a thing as DIVINE SUllSTITUTION and the IMPU'lED RIGHTEOUSNESS OF
OHRIST! My sins, which were many, all forgiven! Nay, look at the
expression my Father uses, "PASS FROM THEE;" just as we pass a thing
from one ownership to another, or transfer goods to another proprietor.
He takes them,and they become his. So it is with our precious and
divine Substitute; our sins have passed from us to Him. They are
TRANSFERRED to Him, and His righteousness transferred to us. Hallowed
and wonderful exchange, 80 full of mercy to the poor sinner, and productive of every blessing that comes in the train of that exehange !
But it may be asked, "Will they come upon me again, or at some other
time be laid to my charge?" No. They have passed from us, that is, "VANISHED." We shall look in vain for them. They are as water spilt upon
the ground, nowhere to be seen. THEY ARE LOST. He has cast them
behind His back; and a thing completely lost is not to be found. True,
Satan tries to rake tllem up, as he did in his charge concerning Joshua
before the angel of the Lord, but his raking them up is in vain, and the
Lord silences him by the declaration of His divine sovereignty and purpose.
And then another view of this " Pass from thee" is, that THEY ARE AT
AN END as far as guilt is concerned. They cannot rise up to condemn us.
Look then, beloved, for your comfort, at the force of the expression,
" PaS8 from thee." They are transferred; they have vanished; they are lost
to sight; they are at an end; and no more be saying and sighing, "Oh, my
sins! my sins!" but lay hold by faith of the fact that they have passed
from thee.
And mark another precious thing about this" Pass from thee." They
have made way for something else-made way for grace-the vessel
emptied to be filled. " She hath received at the Lord's hands double for
all her sins." The Ohurch drained of sin and filled with grace, which
grace shall be coupled with glory. "This is the Lord's doing, and it is
marvellous in our eyes." We can't account for it on any other ground
than" I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy." Oertainly we
have not merited or deserved such divine doings. Ab! doing is a deadly
thing with regard to the creature, but a living thing with regard to God.
Again, the iniquity passes from us to prepare us for something else:
"And clothed thee with change of raiment, " the robe of Ohrist's righteou8-

424

The GosjJel Magazine.

ness. Stripped to be clad, washed to be robed, sanctified to be glorified.
There can be nothing more loathsome than filthy garments and filthy
rags; yet these are the humiliating illustrations the Holy Spirit uses
to represent our state by nature. " Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this: To visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world;" that is, the
outward demonstration of the real work within will manifest itself in
such works, and the lively Ohristian will earnestly desire to be found
visiting the poor and those that are in affliction. The one thing we do
like is" cleanliness." We care not how humble the abode, as long as it is
clean; or how mean the apparel, as long as it is clean; but filthy, tattcred
rags, and clothes that give evidence they have they been trailing in the
gutter, and are coated with its vile contents, must be certainly loathed;
and yet, as we have said, such illustrations are used by the Holy Spirit
to set forth our fallen and degraded state by nature; therefore, when the
iniquity is caused to pass from us, and the washing of regeneration is
experienced, and the spotless robe (If Ohrist's righteousness put upon
us, how marvellous and gracious is the change! "Now ye are washed:
now ye are clean every whit."
Again I turn to "my Father's will," and drop upon a very precious
clause. It runs thus: "And as Jesus passed by, He saw a mau which
was blind from his birth; and His disciples asked Him, saying, Master,
who did sin, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus
answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the
works of God should be made manifest in kim" (John ix. 1-3). Now,
this brings out a very gracious truth, not to be lost sight of, namely, that
the Lord does not save His people merely for their own sakes, but more
than this, FOR HIS OWN GLORY. He does not bring us from darkness into
marvellous light only that we may glorify and praise His name, but more
than this, "that the works of God should be manifest in us;" therefore, I sce a distinction between what God does by us through His grace,
and what He does in us for His glory; and surely this should make us
patient in suffering and humble under His discipline, seeing that He does
it all "that the works of God should be made manifest in us." And our
Lord taught the same truth in the raising of Lazarus: "This sickness is
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the SOli of God MIGHT BE
GLORIFIED THEREBY;" so that we see that our blessed Lord, while He loved
the sisters of Bethany and their brother, He did not return their loved
one to their embrace simply as an act of love, and to make glad their
saddened hearts, but He did it to teach the great doctrine of the resurrection, that He was" the resurrection and the life," and that" the Son
of God might be glorified thereby." It is a wondrous condescension that
He should" work in us to will and to do of His own good pleasure," that
the grand points of His covenant of grace may be worked out to His
glory. The recipients must be blessed in the transit (if I may use the
expression), for wherever He is, either in person or in work, in connection with His kingdom, He spreads blessing. If He is glorified thereby,
we are spiritually benefited, too.
We turn again to" our Father's will," and see a part headed "Proverbs."
Ah, the children will love to listen to the proverbs and injunctions of
their Father, as well as to hang upon His covenant promises; and that,
too, because they are most anxious that their lives should be conformable
with their profession. And now, in turning to the Proverbs, we drop
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upon these precious words, "Better it 18 to be of an humble 8pirit with t!/B
lowly, titan to divide the 8po'il with the proud" (Prov. xvi. 19). Ah, how
desirable it is to possess that excellent grace of humility! It is the very
contrary spirit that marks the worldling. Such walk about in a vain
show, are puffed up with pride, and trust to their own sufficiency and
greatness. The same is it with the professing Ohurch. It is the fashion
to be religious, but, undei' the garb of religion, what really is the spring
of action? It is pride of heart, as set forth by Isaiah, as he describes
the bravery 0f theil' tinkling ornaments, their changeable suits of
apparel, their mantles and bonnets and earrings, and so forth. It is
only a short time ago that we went into a certain church at a wateringplace, and the blaze and glitter of dress made it look more like a ballroom than a place of worship. But what saith the Lord concerning the
PRIDE OF WORSHIP? He describes such worship as offensive to Him
rather than coming up as "a sweet smell." But, whatever may be the
pretension, there can be no true worship of God where pride of heart is
mixed with it. "He hath showed thee, 0 man, what is good; and what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God?"
Let us, then, point for a moment to this sweet grace of humility.
And what an example of it was our Lord Himself, who said, "Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me : for I am meek and lowly in heart; and
ye shall find rest unto your souls." And again, when His disciples
expressed their surprise that Hl' should wash Peter's feet, He says, "If
I, then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to
wash one, nother's feet." \Vhat a token of submission and humility!
" Let this mind," says t 1'e Apostle Paul, "be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus; who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God: but made Himself of no reputation, and took upou
Him the form of a servant, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross." Oh, to b9 more Ohrist-like in this respect, beloved!
Far "better is it to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to
divide the spoil with the proud.
There is such a thiug as mock humility. " Let no man beguile you of
your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding
into those things which 11e hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fl'lshly
mind," &c; and we see many under the influence of such false humility
secluding themselves from society, and going through penances and se1£inflicted sufferings. Now, the humility vf the Gospel is to be seen and
shown in our lots in life; hence we are enjoined to "put it on" (001.
iii. 12), be " clothed with it " (1 Pet. v. 5), to "walk worthy ofthe vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, forbearing
one another iu love" (Eph. iv. 1,2). Oh, then, may this excellent grace
be ours in possession and practice, that we may be found "serving the
Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears," &c.
Again, I turn over the leaves of "my Father's will" and catch sight
of the expression, "FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEA.D." What a blow is
this to those who say the doctrines of grace lead to licentiousuess! Here
it says, "Faith without works is dead," implying that a gtmuine faith
issues in works; and if, as we know it does, true faith springs from th'3
life of God in the soul, as it is written, "He that believeth hath everlasting life," then it must follow that the works which issua from the life
given catlnot be bJ,d works, but must ba good works, exphining our
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Lord's words, "For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither
doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. For every tree is known by
his own fruit" (Luke vi. 43, 44).
But common sense and observation silences this wretch od dogma put
forth by tIle enemies of the children of God. Take the Ohurch, the
family, or the persons where the doctrines of grace are held, and the
covenant of God rested upon, and they weil compare with any party with
regard to works, the difference being that, whereas many make works a
part of the condition of securing salvation, they display works as the
outgoing of that faith which is the gift of God, and will inevitably show
itself where there is life.
Some construe" my Father's will" by their own captious judgment.
They say that St. Paul teaches free grace, and St. J ames takes the other
aspect of religion, and teaches free will, which is tantamount to saying
that the clauses of the will rontradict euch otL er, But" our God is not a
God that He can lie," and it little matters 'Yhat man in his ignorance
says about it.
And now it may be thought that we ha,e taken jottings from" our
heavenly Father's will" at haphazard, but this is not so, Every part of
His will w blessedly barmonizea, that take any clause, and it is in unison
with the rest, for" the Scriptures cannot be broken," Heview, then, with
us the points we have taken, and see whether this is not so.
We have seen that not merely are we to be SHOW:C< the covenants of " our
Father's will," but we are TO KNOW TliEM by heartfelt experience, and to
learn how completely we are personally interested therein and benefited
thereby; that, in order to be shown them and know them, we must
"CRY UNTO GOD," which is the constant uplifting of the child of God that
the Lord will lead us into HIS WAYS and HIS l'ATHS, wherein we shall
learn how we LODGE IN HIS GOODNESS; that His Church and her members are a matter of divine arrangement and infinite purpose; HE TOOK
SUCH PAINS WITli liER; that He has caused her sins to " PASS FROM HER"
-they are transferred, are vanished, lost, and at an end, such facts
preaching the precious doctrines of divine substitution and the 2'mputed
righteousness of Cllrist; that all He does is for His own glory, "that the
Son of Man might be glorified thereby; " that all this resting' in, and
realization of~ the covenant will not bring to looseness of walk; on the
contrary, the child of God will crave the excellent grace ~f hwm'Z'ity,
and live out the assertion that" faith witllOut w01'k8 is dead,"
Did time and space allow, we would take further dippings ioto "our
Father's will," every covenant of which is precious and important to the
heir of glory. Two thoughts in conclusion, beloved, concerning" our
Father's wil/."
First, EVERY CLAUSE OF IT IS BEING DULY ADMINISTERED, that office
being in the hands of the Holy Spirit to carry out; and every person interested in the will is certain to have at the set time the thing appointed
from all eternity. Well, but, it may be urged, some of the charactflrs are
so completely beyond all bounds, and to be found ill such extraordinary
depths, that how can they be got at? It is no matter who they are, or
what they are. "All that the Father hath given me," Sa.l s Jesus, " shall
come." Yes, Manasseh, the idolater, and one" who used enchantments
find used witchcraft," at the set time shall come. Saul, the persecutor
and blasphemer, at the right moment shall come, and preach Christ, too.
The woman of Samaria, who had been living in open sin, ~hall come; and
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:Mary Magdalene shall have her seven devils cast out of her, when the
I,ord speaks the word, and shall come. " Ha saves to the uttermost," and
no matter what they are or where they are, all interested in "the Fathel"s
will" shall be sought out by Omnipotency, and brought home to receive
of the King's bounty.
Lastly, ALL THAT ARE INTIIRESTED IN "OUR HEAVENLY FATHER'S WILL"
SHALl, MOST ASSUREDLY GAt:'\' TIlE PROMISED POSSESSIONS. With regard to
an earthly posseseion, you have the title-deeds examined by competent
persons-you take every precaution so that the property seems aB secure
to you as money in the Bank of England-but, alas! somAthing unforeseen
crops up; your title is disputed, or fresh laws lessen its value; or, if not
any of these things, one thing is certain-you are taken eventually from
your possession and it passes to others, But not so with our heavenly
possession, The title is clear. The faithful PromiseI' is the Lord of glory
Himsell', and all the powers on the earth or under the earth cannot
prevent you from coming into possession of it, or disannul our Lord's
emphatic words, "In my Father's house are lllany mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you, that where
I am, there ye may be also."
Oh, the glory of the inheritance in store for us! It cannot be gained
by working for it. It is an inheritance, a gift. It comes from Another and
is prepared by Another, even J asllS, It is a free gift. unmerited, undeserved; and the longer we live the more must we feel this to be so.
With it in view, beloved, we onee more lay down the pon, "giving
thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light." We trust that our dippings into
"our Father's will," may cheer some onwards, and make them feel how
secure they are in Christ Jesus; and may the Spirit seal home upon the
hearts of members of the one family these blessed truths, that Jesus may
have all the glory! Yours in Him,
Derby.
G. C.
AN EXTRACT :FROM "A QU.ESTION FOR CONSIDERATION
ON PREACHING."
TIlE faith of the understanding is not the faith of the heart (see
Ezek. xi. 19; xxxvi. 25-32; John iii. 3-8). The difference between a
mere belief of the doctrines of the Gospel, and a living trust in a needed
Saviour, can hardly be over-estimateiL The one the devil himself
possesses; the other is the faith of God's elect.
A congregation is composed of two classes-saved and unsaved. It seems
to me what we want is, a clear line of division in every discourse between
these classes, one portion being given to the people of God, and another
to the world. We want to press home the question upon every conscience, "Am I 8ave ii ?! " To address whole congregations as "beloved
bl'ethren ;" to preach vaguely of Christ having died" for us ; " to treat all,
in short, as believers, is to build up souls in a false hope, and awful
must be the responsibility of such a teacher! But to show that each soul
is either in the broad road or the narrow, either black in sin or clean in
the blood of Jesus, either a rebel against God or brought nigh by
Christ, either regenerate or ulll'egenerate, either justified or unjustified,
either saved or lost, is, I humbly think, the way to arouse, by the Spirit's
bles'iing, the careless, and to edify the saint.-Yours, &c.,
J. BENNETT.
HH2
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THEN AND NOW.
"WHERE are the interminable questions respecting predestination and
justification which occupied the middle of the sixteenth and the close of
the eighteenth centuries? They are dead-dead and buried; and for us,
standing on their graves, it is idle to say that theology has not changed."
So said Dean Stanley, at Aberdfen, in the year 1877. Granting this
assertion to be a fact that will bear the test of scrutiny, it is wise to
examine the fruits which this change in theology has produced.
The two pillars of the Church of God, the J achin and the Doaz of the
spiritual temple, are, without doubt, the doctrine of God's predestination
to life of His elect before all worlds, and their justification in Christ
Jesus revealed in time by the Spirit of God to their soul's salvation and
comfort. The Dean, with that critical acumen for which he is remarkable, has presented us with a digest of divinity in these two foundation
truths that all the combined efforts of men and devils cannot remove,
"for the mouth of the LOId hath spoken it." vVe read them in the
Book of God, and we find them engmved on the hearts of God's living
family.
The point first to be examined is the assertion that these foundation
truths "are dead and buried, and we are now standing upon their
graves." They have certainly no place among the sect of the Sadducees,
who deny there is angel or spirit, sit in judgment upon the justice of God,
bring His attributes and dealings to the bar of carnall'eason, and would
not be unwilling to substitute the book of sports for the Book of God.
Those who believe in a general jail delivery at last for the devil and his
seed, have reason to rejoice over the death and burial of the doctrines of
predestination and justification.
But there are scribes and Pharisees in our day who answer to the
desCl iption of those in olden times: "Who love to go in long clothing;
love salutations in the market place; make long prayers; tithe
mint and rue and all manner of herbs; make clean the out~ide
of the cup and platter j and are as graves that men walk over
and are not aware of them" (Luke xi. 38-44). These are the two
extremes that, for the most part, make up the amount of the world's
religion; but there is a third class, and these are the rf\al culprits in this
case, though evidently approved of and applauded by Dean Stanley as
the peace-makers of the nineteenth century. Of the greater part of the
Evangelical section it is a true hill "that the questions respecting predestination and justification are dead and buried j " and the funeral sermon preached over their graves by Dean Stanl y hfls a voice of terrific
reproach for tho~e who have helped to slay the witnosses. Go where we
may, listen to whom we will, it is but to find out for ourselves the truth
of this authoritative statement that tho dootrines of predestination to life
and justification by faith have 105t thoir place amongst the Evangelicals as
a body, and "it is idle to say that in the nineteenth century theology has
not changed," as far as their testimony is coneemed.'\'
A monthly review lately has appearc,l <ignific·ant of 1he rreEcnt times, mtitled, "The
lJisllo[>~ and Cardinals of Home display their
opinions upon religious questions, aceonling to the" changed theology" of modern days.
1'\ ineteenth Century," wherein Evangeliwl
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As ha9 ever been the C:l,se, so it is now-in proportion as doctrinal truth
declines errors of all sorts increase, and this declension from truth Ims
gl'l1d unlly led into departnre from simplicity of worship and union Wilh
those who are opposed to truth.
The late movement of mixed missions gave nnequivoeal proof that tho
questions of predestination and justification, in their case, were" dead and
buried." A fe;v sermons preached by the Evangelical Missioners upon
the doctrines containe(l in the eleventh and seventeenth articles of the
Church of England woulJ soon have broken up the peace of the party,
and put each man iu his right place, as a friend or an enemy to truth j
for, if they had beeu held in their vihlity, and preacheJ in sincerity, it
would soon have produced a wholesome division in the camp; and the
weight of trutb, accompanied by the Spirit's power, would have called
forth a band of adherents that, if unequal to their opponents in numbers,
would bave been vastly superior in strength. "If God be fur us, who
can be against us ? "
To combat with the triumphing errors that al)(mnd, we need the revival
of truth. We need that the graves of the tIro fundamental doctrines tha t
" lie dead and buried" should be opened by resurrection power, and the
truths that are at present unknown-or, if known, are concealed-should
Le fearles»ly proclaimed, and this would" put to flight the armies of the
aliens." From Scripture we learn that, when the Gentile world was sunk
in Paganism, these were the doctrines that the apostles preached, and Ly
the power of which their hearers" turncJ from idols t) serve the livin~
and true God " (l Thess. i. 9); and it was these divine truths that s'1ook
the pillars of Popery in tIle sixteenth century. When Erasmus questioned the utility of preaching the doctrine of God's predestination to life
of His elect, Luther replied, "What! shall the glorious Creator be
taught by yOll, His creatnre, what is fit to be preached and what to Le
suppressed? Is the adorable God so very tlefective in wisdom and prudenca as not to know till you instruct Him wlnt would be useful and
what pernicious? or, eould not He whose understanding is infinite foresee, previous to His revelcl.tion of this doctrine, what would be the consequences of revealing it, until those consequences were pointed out by
you? You cannot, dare not, say this. If, then, it was the divine pleasure to make known these things in His Word, and to bid His messengers
publish them abroad, andleav~ the consequences of their so doing to the
wisdom and providence of Him in whose name they speak, and whose
message they declare, who art thou, 0 Erasmus, that thou shouldest
reply against God, and say to the Almighty, ' What doest Thou?' St.
Paul, discoursing of God, declares peremptorily, 'Whom He will He
bardeneth; , and again, 'God, willing to show His wrath,' &0.; and the
Apostle did not write tbis to have it stifled among a few persons, and.
burietl in a corner, but wrote to the Christia1s at Rome, which was in
effect bringing this doctrine upon the stage of the whole world, f'tamping
universal imprimatur upon it, and publi'hing it to believers at large
throughout the earth. But say you, 'These doctrines open a door to
ungodliness.' I answer, whatever doot· they may open to the impious and
profane, yet they open a door of righteousness to the elect and holy, and
show thom the way to heaven, and the path of access unto God. Yet you
would ha"e us abstain from the menticn of these grand doctrines, and
leave our people in the dark as to their election of God, the consequence
of which would be that every man would bJlster himself up with a delu-
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sive hope of a share in that salvation which is supposed to lie open to all,
and thus genuine humility and the practical fear of God would be kicked
out of doors. This would be a pretty way, indeed, of stopping up the
gap Erasmus complains of! Instead of closing up the door of licentiousness, as is falsely pretended, it would be, in fact, opening a gulf into the
nethermost hell. Still you urge, 'Where il:l either the necessity or utility
of preaching predestination?' God H~'mself teaches it, and commands us
to teach it; and that is answer enough. 'We are not to arraigu the
Deity, and bring the motives of His will to the test of human scrutiny,
but simply to revere 'both Him and it.
He who alone is all-wise
and all-just can in reality (however things appear to us) du wrong to
no man; neither can He do anything unwisely or rashly; and this
consideration will suffice to silence all the ouj cctions of truly l'eligious
persons."
.
Luthcr in his day declared that the doctrino of justificll.tion by faith
tested the condition of a standing or fallen Church; and, in his" Commentary upon the Epistle to the Galatians," he writes, "This I say to the end
that we should diligently learn the article of justification, and make a
111ain difference between the law and the Gospel; and that in this matter
we should do nothing by dissimulation if' wo will retain the truth of the
Gospel sound and uncolTupt. Iu proportion as .i ustification by faith
without the deeds of the law is hiddon, the merit of works is set up;
wherefore, with Paul, we utterly deny the morit of congruenco and worthi·.
ness, which are nothing but vain toys and dreams of idle urains, with no
other end than to draw men from the tnlfl worship of God, anil hereupon
is tlw whole Papacy g1"ouniled."

It was the doctrine of justification by faith that shook Popery to
its centre, and arcused from a death-like slumber the generationa
of the sixteenth century; and it is by the revival of divine truth,
and nothing else, that the growing influence of Popery can be kept
in check. Acts of Parliament will not do it; the decisions of law
courts cannot effect it; the exhibitions of Popery in its most revoltingaspect has but a temporary influence over the minds of men. There is
but one way of meeting error, and that is, by the light of truth; and to
those who are enlightened.in the truth, the command is given, "PreaJh
the Word; be instant in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with alllongsuffering and iloctn·ne."
We hope the stinging reproaches of an enemy may be turned to the
profit of the cowardly betrayers of truth, and that those who lament over
the present state of things may go back to the cause, see how far they
are helping forward the calamity, and seek for divine strongth to preach
the Gospel ef the grace of God as contained in these two fundamental
truths-predestination to life and justification by faith.

OUR sins let us (i.e., they hinder us), and withdraw us from prayer.
But our Saviour maketh them nothing. When we believe on Him, it is
like as if we had no sins, for He changflth with us: He taketh our
sios and wickedness from us, and givoth us His holiness, righteousness,
jlistice, fulfilling of the law, and, consequently, everlasting life; for
Christ's righteousness standeth us in so good stead, as though we of ourselves had fulfilled the law to the uttermost.

The GosjJel

131

PURE DOCTRINE.
is nothing' more dishonouring to the Holy Ghost than for a man
to take God's '''lord, and, setting passage in array against passage. text in
conflict wi th te~d, to make the ,Vord of God teach all kinds of errOl'; in
Rhort, to make it teach anything. God's Word abounds with 'proclamations and declarations of truth and of doctrine, r.md also with most
gracious and condescending invitations. Gad's Word, when it treats of
doctrine, tells us that every spiritual faculty which man may bo enabled
to exercise is of God. Thus the Apostle tells us in the second or
Ephesians, "You hath He quickened who weL'e cload in tr~pas8e3 and
sins." In the third of John, our Lord S'itys, "Except a man be born of
water and of the Sl)irit, he cannot see the kingdom of G'Ju." The first
chapter of the Gospel of St John tells us that God's people are" born,
not of tJlood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of mau, but of
God."
Now, wLon we have the doctrine set before us, as it is in Scripturowhen we are told that every spiritual faculty comes from God-let men
take heed Low, in order to be popular, if they be illiuisters, or in order
to pass smoothly through the world if they be not ministers, they try to
bring clown God's truth to the level of man's doctrine, which they would
propound as God's.
We shall now tell you what these passages mean. 'They do not mean to
teach this doctrine, that the Lord stands wa.iting until man condescends to
I'eceive 01' reject His offer, as if there wore uncertainty in the purposes of
God, 01' contingency in the working out of His designs. Now read these
passages as a plain man ought to read the Scriptures: "Come uuto me, all
ye that [({bow' and are heavy ladon;" that is one passage. "Ho, everyone
that tlti1'S!Otlt, come ye to the waters," is theotherpassaga. You ob3erve
there is a point in the address-theI'e is a class-there is a frame of mind to
whinh the word in each case addresses itSelf. But men begin to tell us,
"Ab, but ol'ory man is labouring-ovory man is heavy h~den. One man
is labouring in his pleasures, another man is heavy lauon with his guilt;
and then, as to that word which addresses itself to 'everyone that
tbirsteth,' every man is thirsting after ploJ.sure and amusement."
Now, brethren, will such an interpretation as that stand? Is it, think
you, a fail' way of viewiug' these passages? Lot us, as plain men, read
these words, Hore are addresses to two classes. One of them is labouring
and pressed down; thc invitation to such is, "Come unto me." You do
!!lot tell me that this moans pressed down with the pleasures and amusements and gaieties of this world. The other address is to men who are
thirsting; the word to such is, "Oome to the waters." It appears to
me that one of the greatest beauties of Scripture is tile peculiar application that there is always of an address to tho circumstances of the
people addressed. For instance, in the second of Acts I am told of a
multitude of J ows whose hands were stained with the blood of Jesus.
I' find the servants of God addressing these men, and charging home
upon them guilt, in having been the betrayers and murderers of the
Lord J esns Cllrist, and I find them pricked in their consciences, and
crying out, "lien and brethren, what shall we do?" Now, mark
the adaptation of the address to the circumstances of the peopl'! addressecl-" Repent."
Oh, let your minds be changed!
"Repent,
and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ." On
TUERE
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another occas:on, recorded in the seventh of Acts, I find the Lord's
servant, Stephen, addressing men who were gnashing their teeth against
him, and against the truth of God, and saying, "Ye stiff-necked ana
uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do alwa;s resist the Holy Ghost; as
your fathers did, so do ye." Again, in the fourteenth of Ads, I read of
Paul and Barnabas addrtssing a number of idolaters who brought garlands and oxen, and would have done sacrifice, supposing that the gods.
had come down in the likeness of men, and I find these men of God
saying, "Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like
pasEions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these
vanities mico the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and all things that are therein."
Now, mark the adaptation of all th ese addresses to the circumstances or
the frame of mind of the people who were addrBssed; and so here the
very context in which this word stands teaches us that it is address8d to
men who wanted rest, and who had it not, for such is the promise which the
Lord Jesus gives, "I will give you rest." There would be no meaning
in the word, and there would be no graciousneas in it, unless it were
directly applicable to a particular case.
Now, it is remarkable that in this passage, and in Isaiah Iv. 1 (I speak
it with reverence), the Arminian texts of the Bible-I mean the texts
which the Arminians bring forward in proof of their doctri.nes-in both
of these passages you find the strongest deolaratioDs of God's sovereignty
standing in connection with these gracious invitations. You remember
Matt. xi. 25,26: "At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee,
o Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thon hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even
so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight." And immediately after
our Lord said, "All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no
man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the
Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him."
In the other passage, Isa. Iv. 11, I find these declarations of God's
sovereignty, "My word that goeth forth out of my mouth shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." There is no such thing
as th'3 Lord being disappointed in His efforts to bring the sinner to HimEelf. "It shall not rdurn unto me void."- lV. H. I17rause.

FROM HEART TO HEART.-No. XVI.
My DEAR FRIEND,-There are times when we feel our heavenly Fathel'
has guided the hand that is sent to us; aDd so it is now, for never did
any spiritual lesson come more timely than the precious sermon of dear
Philpot's. Had it have come SOOIMr I believe it would have been read more
with others in view concerning thoir dross, of which it speaks; but now I
have so felt it to be for mo that I am again lifted up, whereas before I
was down, because I can see how the I,ord suffers the enemy to prevail for
a time, that we may the more thoroughly know ourselves to be vile, in
order not to dare to come before Him with anything in our hands but the
Tjord Jesus.
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Truly the "smoke" that Mr. Philpot describes so accurately of
desires, sighs, petitions, and cries to God have been going up from me of
late, and then comes this sweet sermon explaining the meaning of it nIl,
and telling me of the presence of God in the cloud, which cloud I interpret from experience was a cloud to my soul that hid God at the time;
but now, from what I have read of Mr. Philpot's sermon, I can with comfort see He was there, but hid Himself till the lesson was learnt of godly
sorrow for temper unrestrained; and it is a matter of praise that Htl
brought me to book so soon, instead of letting the" filth" dear Philpot
spAaks of accumulate.
This sermon has been of use to me in letting me see how exactly Mr.
Philpot describes my own teaching by the Holy Ghost, regarding losin~
the manifested presence of God when not walking as becometh a child of
God. The type he alludes to is very striking-that of washing the legs of
the burnt offering.
Blessed be His name, He has taught me in some measure what a
clesirable thing it is to " clear as we go ; " by this I mean to confess OUl' sins
to God as soon as we see they are committed, and ask for pardon and
strength for keeping from them in future; and so get a rinse from the
fountain opened for sin, and thereby, instead of the filth accumulating
and a heavier trial needed to purge us, we are the sooner reconciled to
our Father through the precious blood of His dear Son.
I do not know, dear friend, how it is with you, but certainly, as I grow
in years, I see myself worse and worse. I so often offend against my best
Friend, and. wonder at His forbearance with me; but it is a sweet word.
that is left to us as to the number of times pardon is to be granted to the
coming supplicant-not only" seven" times, but" seventy times seven,"
for will the Lord be less gracious than he to whom He thus speaks? I
think this blessed command in this answer comes after an important precept, namely, if the offender turn again and repent; and do not we, dear
friend, do that by the grace of God, for how can a living child live for any
length of time without his Father's manifested forgiveness? Though he
may sulk for awhile, he must cry out at last. Good night, dear friend.
Ever your attached,
Oct. 22nd, 1874.
M.L.M.

LFIVE minutes before reading the foregoing letter, we had been writing,
to a personally unknown but dear brother in the Lord, in these words, as
far as we can recollect: I' These facts astoun{l, yet at the same time ltumbZe,
me. To think how much I doubt Him, and how little I can trust Him,
after such continuous proofs of His lovingkindness and tender rr..ercy.
Could I, from forty to fifty years ago, have seen myself where I
now am-necessarily so near my journey's end-I could not have believed
it possible that I should have proved the slow learner and the sluggish.
walker I now find myself to be. N otwithatanding, however, all serves toendear a precious Ohrist. It ratifies thftt great truth, 'All my springs.
are in Thee.' It is 'Of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things,
to whom be glory for ever. Amen.' Oh, how I love that testimony,
'Yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me' !"
Now, if we mistake not, these simple heart-breatbings will chime in with
our beloved sister's statement, "I see myself worse and worse." God knows
it is a fact, as far as our own personal knowledge goes; and hence we
are EO little inclined to meddle with others. Gladly, but for the publia
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position we occupy, and our deep concern for the welfare of Christendom,
would we leave matters without comment as to what is passing in the
world around us. But, as watchmen, we ara called upon to sound the
alarm, in times of peril like those in which we live. Nevertheless, in the
home department-in our very heart of hearts-we sigh and cry over the
death and desolation, and look back with envy upon certain times and
seasons when we seemed to live and walk upon the very confines of
heaven! Instead of its being now as it was then, "Oh, that I had wings
like a dove, for then would I flyaway and be at rest," it is, for most
part, "Spare me, that I may recover strength before I go hence, and am
no mOl'e seen," Except in the pulpit, 01' with pen in hand, we seldom get
beyond this now.
It is most true, as our beloved correspondent here expresses it: "How
can a living child live for any length of timo without his Father's manifested
forgiveness?" No; such an une must have communication, He must
have a word from the Lord, somehow 01' other. \Ve were going to say,
he would sooner have the reproving word than no word at all, for, if in his
l'ight mind, nothing does he dreael so much as for the Lord to say,
" Ephraim is turned unto idols, let Mm (Ilone." We are persuaded that, of
all things, that "let him alone" is what alarms him most. Oh, no, anything but this!
" But more the tr'eacherou,s calm I dread
Than TEMPESTS bursting o'er my head,"
Moreover, the deal' child of God knows experimentally what that
"clearing as we go" means-that running to the fountain for renewed

cleansing-that begging of the Lord for a fresh word of forgiveness-that
balancing of accounts which blessecl HUNTING TON used to talk of, and
which some at least of the Lord's ministers at times realize in the pulpit,
as he used to do, when, at the moment of speaking, in all the fulness and
freeness of their hearts, the Holy Ghost is at the time pouring upon
them the anointing oil. Oh, then, whatever their feelings may be
within five minutes of leaving the pulpit, it is all well at the moment of
speaking! all clear and bright and fail' whilst the oil is flowing- through
the golden pipes! Not a doubt, nor a fear, nor a vestige of dissatisfaction whilst the Bridegroom is thus witl] them! No," it is well" then;
but oh, the afterwards, when the reaction comes, when Jesus has withdrawn Himself, and"We to our own sad place return.
Our wretched state to mourn."
Ah, well (blessed be God !), it will not always be so. There ",ill come
a time when" the Canaanite shall be no more in the land." There will
be a Sabbath that shall never have a setting sun-a service that shall
never end-a congregation which shall never break up. As we have before
l'€corded, in reference to dear DAvID DENIIAM'S saying', "No Saturday
nights there! no Monday mornings! "
Lord, Lord, hasten that happy, happy day! "Come, Lord Jesus, come
quickly!" Dawn, eternal Sabbath! Away, poor, sinful, dying world!
Oease, ye cares, perplexities, sorrows! Begone, thou adversary of my
soul; thou crafty, cunning, never-wearying foe! Give over, ye fleshly,
filthy strivings; ye corrupt, depraved desires! Burst these bonds, snap
these fetters, 0 my God, and let me bask in the eternal sunshine of
unclouded and eternal day !-ED. ]
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PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. XVII.
" A'r His right hand there are pleasures f01' evermore;" "At his right
hand did stand the queen in gold of o phiI' ; and the gold of that
land is good." 'Ve thus may learn that the Church of God, clothed in
the rig-hteousness of God, shall enjoy the place of honour in the kingdom
of God, and in that heavenly place enjoy perfect felicity. Yes, it is sin
that has marred the happiness of the people, and dried up the cup of joy
which man received into his hands in the Garden of Eden. "Sin has
spoiled Jacob, and given him to the robbers," as saith the Lord by Isaiah.
Sin has separated betwixt the people and thoir God, hence the need of an
atonement, and hence the occasion for the manifestation of the abounding
g-race and immeasurable love of J ehovah in providing, in the person of
His beloved Son, that atonement. Nothing but His person-'-the Son of
God-would be commensurate with our need, sufficient to cover onr sin.
Oh, precious, suffering Saviour, the memory of Thee is indeed pleasant
and very sweet! How often have we sat at Thy board and heard Thy
loving voice, saying, "Do this in remembrance of me." It is sweet to
remember what Thou hast dOlle to U8. "He that is mighty hath done to
"le great things," said Mary. It is also pleasant to remember what Thou.
!last done for U8, and all for love. Thy thoughts of us, 0 Immanuel,
when" with God" as" the Word from everlasting," were" thoughts of
peace." Then Thou didst "rejoice in the habitable parts of God's earth,
and Thy delights were with the sons of men." Thy words have been
found of us, as they were also by the prophet Jeremiah, and Thy Word
has been to us "the joy and rejoicing of our hearts." Can we ever forget
those words in which our Lord God has embodied the love and thoughts
of His heart, and by which He has conveyed them to m? The Scriptures
of truth are indeed a storehouse of the most precious treasures, and the
most pleasant memories we have are associated with the teachings of the
Bible, and the power of God the Holy Ghost therein. We would not
part with those treasures for all the treasures of the Indies. The fulness of joy, however, is reserved for the future, when" the bride, the
Lamb's wife, shall stand clothed in perfect righteousness at the right hand
of the heavenly Bridegroom." Here" we know in part, and we prophesy
in part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part
shall be done away." As is our knowledge or apprehension of Christ,
so is anI' joy-only in part. Not that the Church is less righteous in
Christ Jesus now, "being justified freely by His grace through the
redemption which is by ChriRt Jesus." The grace is perfect, the
redemption is perfect, the righteousness is absolutely perfect, but our
knowledge of all these things is imperfect, and, consequently, our joy is
not yet full. We have a few drops in the cup-with afflictions-or it may
be a cup overflowing-as David says, "My cup runneth over"-but still it
is ouly a cup. The joy of heaven is an ocean. Dr. Manton says, "Now
joy enters into us; then we shall enter into the joy. The tiny vessel that
has l'eceivecl a little shall be swallowed up in the ocean fulness of joy at
God's right hand."
Oh, dear reader, may we not thank God for such memories? "The
memory of the just is blessed." Christ is that just One whom it is the
privilege of all the saints, with the Apostle, to know, and the memory of
Him is blessed. We remember Him when He first dawned upon us-the
first glimmering ray of the sunshine of a Gospel day in O'.lr souls-the
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first promise, the first warning, the first reproof, the first word of
encouragement from His lips. " Ah ! " one says, "I cannot remember
the first time the Lord spake +'0 me." Possibly not; there are but a
few that can. It may be there is a first, however, that you do remember,
and it is a pleasant memory. You were weary with long- walkinl!: by the
way; watching or waiting for His coming; hoping and trnsting that He
would come; inquiring and searching' for Eame signs of Bis coming;
saying with dear David, "When will Thy mlvation come unto me?
Visit me with Thy salvation; " and at last the heralds proclaimed His
coming-" Behold. Ill' cometh, leaping upon the mountains, and skipping
upon the hills." The sound of His voice came over the mountains into
the soul, and awakened the echoes there, and you cried out, "It is the
voice of my Beloved! Behold, He cometb!" And when He came, what said
He unto thee? He said, "Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away."
And then did He not Lid thee to a feast? Did He not say to thee,
"Eat, 0 friend; drink, yea, drink almnuantly, 0 belovEd"? Yes, and
in memory-pleasant memory of that happy time-you can say, "I sat
down under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet unto
my taste." In no bowers of Eden did the Lord meet with His creature,
man, and discourse with him of redeeming mercy, electing love, adopting
grace, and beatific glory. No waters of Eden were to Adam and Eve
tbe water of life, dear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and
the Lamb. No fruits of Eden were like the gra11es of Esllcol, the fruits
of Engedi, or the figs of our heavenly Canaan. No wealth that Adam
possessed, material or intellectual, was to be compared with the durable
}'iches-the golden treasures-the treasures of corn and treasures of oil
and of wine-which are tbe Church's heritage in Christ Jesus. As far as
man was first removed from the· lowest of the creatures, so far and much
further is he now in Christ J ebUS- in union with the Lamb of Godr~moved from the highest creature of God; made for a little while lower
than the angels that he might be exalted in and with Christ far above
principalities and powers, in heaven and in earth, of things ·visible and
invisible; thrones, dominions, powers, all being in subjection to Rim
who is the Head of the Church, "which is His body, the fulness of Him
that filleth all in all." Oh, what blessed memories of our loving, once
suffering and dying, now risen and living, I,ord Jesus, the SECOND MAN,
the Lord from heaven! Stay, stay, my soul; ponder well! Is all this.
privilege and glory thine? Rast thou part and lot in this matter? Then
thou mayest well sing"Wonders of grace to God belong,
Repeat His mercies in your song."
And since, dear reader, those first words of mercy and grace came to
thee, delivering thee from the cruel yoke of bondage, of the law, of sin
and Satan, giving thee peace by the blood of His cross, and joy in thine
heart by the exceeding richness of His kindness toward thee, how often
hast thou forgotten Him? How often hust thou been allured by a world
that crucified Him? How often have the pleasures of a dying world
caught thine heart and turned thee to captivity-to endure the bitterness
of bonds and imprisonmonts? How often has Satan gained an advantage-not over thy Captain, Christ; this he never did-but over thy poor,
weak, feeble heart, and thy sinful flesh? Then came welling up from
within thee the cry of the Psalmist, ,e Turn again our captivity as tllo

streams in the south." Then the heart longed for the return of Ziou's
Hedeomer with meroies, and then did He as surely come to Zion, and He
that should turn away transgression from Jacob. Then thine hoart
rejoiced and thy soul was glad; and in the turning of thy captivity thou
wast like them that dream, and the language of thy song was, "Tue
IJord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad." Thus does
Israel's Shepherd restore our souls, and came His face to shine that we
may be saved.
It is time, however, to draw to a close, though the end will never come.
There will be no end of the memories that are pleasant to the renewed
heart, though painful memories will be for ever blotted out; no end to
the memory of our loving, living Lord. Rather every day will add new
chapters to the long story- "ever telling, yet untold." Every day, did I
say? Yes, while time shall last. Eternity will be one glorious and eternal
day, fully occupied in holy, heavenly, rational, spiritual, and loving
service ofth9 best of Masters, without weariness and without cessation;
without an aching body and without a wounded spirit; without a care of
what we shall eat or what we shall drink; and without a painful regret
for lost time-lost opportunities.
Plymotttll.
WILLIAM TRODIAN.
OHRIST'S PRESENOE DESIRED.
" 0 the hope of Israel, the SavioUl' thereof in time of t?"Otlble, why shOt~ldest
Thou be as a stmngm' in the land, . .
. that tW'neth aside to tarty fOI' a
night."-JER. xiv. 8.
o ISRAEL'S Saviour, Hope, and Friend, No favour makes me so rejoice
As that which lets me sec
Their confidence and stay!
Hither 'fhy willing footsteps bend
Thy smiling face, and hear Thy voice
Say, " Thou art dear to ?ne."
In love to me to-day.
Dear Lord, do not a " stranger" be
To" tarry but a night,"
But condescend to dwell with me,
Then shall my hope be bright.

In sorrow Thou art always kind,
And pain seems less severe
When Thou art with me, for I find
Thy sympathy most dear.

The sound of Thy love-sandalled feet
Proclaims Thine handmaid blefJt
For surely it were passing sweet
If Thou wert only gt~est.

I want to " kiss" the needed rod
Held by the Hand divine,
For Thou art still a faithful God,
And, oh! I trust aTt mine.

But, oh ! I covet more than thisMore than to "turn aside,"
To grant me just a gli?nz)se of bliss,
And then Thy presence hide.

For constant ease I fear to ask,
If Thou art training me
By suff'ring to acqnire the task
Of better loving Thee.

The precious boon I most implore
Thou canst with ease impart;
Then, Lord, abide for evermore
In this lone, longing heart.

'Tis true I very often" faint,"
For still my strength is small;
And didst Thou not regard my
'plaint,
I could not bear at all.

Be near my couch when faint and
weak;
::Sustain me by Thine arm;
And, if I doubt, assurance speak,
And all misgivings calm.
Cw·diff·

Then come, and all Thy love impart
In every time of need;
For, though mine is a sinful heart,
I love Thee, EOI'd, indeed.
J.P.C.
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. RECOLLECTIONS.-A MOTHER'S PRAYERS
(Conclucleclf1'ompar;e 385.)

BUT to pass on. Daring my youth my parents were very poor. A
great change came over the trade in which they and those of us who
were old enough were engaged. My mother made it a mattor of earnest
prayer to God that He would appear for her dear boy especially, und open
a door for him in some other direction, so that he might obtliiu a better
livelihood than what his then present occupation afforded. Sevoral years
rolled by before this was realized; but at last (at the set time) the Lorel
did make it manifest that He had heard the cries of a loving mother.
The unexpected manner in which it occurred proves to the writer's mind
that verily there is a Godin heaven who hears and answers prayer.
I will just give an outline of the circumstances. I was fond of music.
By careful application I made some little proficiency in singing. I used
to be one of the principal singers in certain quarters for some time. The
class of music I devoted my attention to was that most acceptable to the
carnal, unrenewed heart. I was engaged to sing on a particular occasion. My part was a prominent onti. The rendering of one piece
especially so captivated the mind of the foreman of some works hard by
the spot that, at the close of the performance (although previously
unknown to him) he came to me, shaking mo very cordially by the
hand, and, to my surprise, asked me if I shoulU like to work at their
establishment. I thanked him for his offer. In a very short time I was
engaged. I served to the best of my ability. Scarcely six years elapsed
before I commenced business for myself. 'rhe Lord prospered the undertaking, cut oh, the trials and difficulties in connection with my short
business career none know but myself and the Lord. Still, there is
abundant cause for gratitude. Many, many times I have had reason to
bless and praise His adorable name for His timely and gracious and
heart-cheering interposition as a God of providence. The Psalmist says,
"They that do business in great waters (whether by sea or land), these
see the works of the Lord, and His wonders in the deep." 'Without
doing violence to God's Word we think we may thus apply it.
A thought or two by the way respeoting the aforementioned circumstances. How was it I was at the place referred to at the particular
time mentioned? How was it the foreman was there? How was it
that he asked me the surprising question he did? I had never been to
the place before. He and I were perfect strangers to each other up till
that night. The only answer I (an give is this: God put it into the
heart of my dear mother not only to pray for the spiritual, but also for
the temporal welfare of her ungodly child. Truly indeed has Cowper
expressed it in his sweet hymn how the Lord sometimes answers
prayer" God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform."

I notice another instance of the Lord fulfilling that precious Scripture, "If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it." Towal:ds the
close of my mother's sojourn here below she was wont to lay great stress
upon that word, "3;nything.': When about eighteen years of age I
commenced an acquallltance WIth a young woman who was, like myself,
"dead in trespasses and sins." My mother, seeing what an unsuitable
companion I had chosen, again and again lovingly reasoned with me
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about the matter. I turned a deaf ear; I would have none of her reproof.
So determined was I to make her (my companion) my wife, that I
would not give heed to anything that was siiid to the c~ntrary. What
little money I had saved I entrusted into her hands, for' the pmpose of
taking C<1re of it against the time we might need it to commence housekeeping with. Our acquaintanceship continued for some three years.
Dming this period I had warning upon warning, caution upon caution,
from the lips of my tender-hearted, affectionate mother, but all to no
purpose. I paid no regard to anything. 'rears, sig-hs, entreaties,
beseechings, were al11lnheeded. This was a bitter cup, indeed, for my
mother. She used to tell me sometimes she would still pray for me,
notwithstanding all my unkindness and disregard.
What a mercy for praying parents that it matters not with God whether
their children will hear and heed their importunities or otherwise. In
His Word He has said, "If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do
it,." "Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thon
shalt glorify me." The set time came when the Lord answered prayer,
and severed my connection with the young woman referred to most suddenly. This filled the heart of my mother with praise and gratitude to
God, who had again made it manifest that He heard her cries in my
behalf. Thenceforward she appeared a different woman. Her countenance, which before had been so sad and sorrowful, was now cheerful
and bright.
Above and far beyond all temporal time-favours, my spiritual welfare
lay with weight upon my dear mother's soul. I believe she carried me
upon her heart at the throne of grace for years and years before the Lord
called me by His divine power out of darkness into light. There being
no free grace place of worship anywhere near to where we lived, we were
sent, much against mother's will, to where free-will and human sufficiency
were the order of the day. Rather than keep her children at home on
the Lord's day she preferred this alternative.
I sometimes asked mother questions respecting the doctrines of God's
holy Word, which she would bring before om notice as opportunity
afforded. She never shunned the flesh-and-blood-humbling truths of
free and matchless grace, flowing from the eternal covenant will and purpose of the Triune Jehovah. The being of a God, and the doctrine of
unconditional election of a certain definite number of rean's fallen race,
were hateful and horrible to my mind. I used to tell her I could never
believe the doctrine of eternal election, for, if that were true, it would be
of no avail how good we were, how much we might read the Word of
God, or how much we might pray. What poor conceptions puny man
has of the requirements of Goels holy law (which declares" the thought
of foolishness is sin") while he remains in nature's darkness! How
little he understands its infinite demands! How vague his ideas concerning the purity and holiness of the infinite "I AM "! The Apostle by
the Holy Ghost affirms, "The natUl'al man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14).
My opposition to those blessed tru~hs which my soul now loves and
admires was almost inexpressible. But God, "who is rich in mercy,"
when I was about twenty-one years of age, shot an arrow of conviction
into my previously dead soul. Never shall I forget what my feelings
were when I walked home that memorable evening. Really I thought
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that the earth would open and let me into hell. My past ung'odly career
came with solemn and crushing power before my mind. I sighed and
groaned deeply. " Judgment was laid to the line, and righteousness to
the plummet." I wished I had never been born. For the first time in
my life I took the Bible and went out into the fields. This state of
things continued for a year or more. Every opportunity I had I used to
go out into solitary spots to search the "'Word of God, and to pour out
my soul in prayer. Sometimes I would get into some ditch bottom, and
groan and cry to God to have mercy upon me. Now and then my soul
would be filled with a hope that it was the Lvrd's work. On one occasion especially, I recollect feeling much encouraged, and my soul a little
softened, in reading the first piece in a work by the Editor of tbis Magazine, called, " Why Weepest Thou?" "Our Motto" is the title of the
piece referred to. The writings of the late beloved GEORGE D. DOUDNEY
were at this period of my experience made a great blessin?; to my poor
soul. As far as my knowledge of the writings of any of God's sent
servants goes, I have not met with any which are so calculated to
nourish and feed the babes in grace as al'e those of this man of God;
nor have I met with any which, to my mind at least, are more comprehensive. Truly he was a father in Israel. He begins so gently and
so tenderly with the lisping babe and its cravings after the breast of
divine consolation. He deals out to it the" sincere milk of the Word,"
leading it on step by step in his sweet experimental manuer, until he
reaches "unto a perfect (full grown) man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ." His" Gospel Cottage Lectures" and the
Bible were my constant companions.
Unlike others of the Lord's dear people, I cannot point to any particular day when the Lord brought my soul into the sweet liberty of the
Gospel. Blessed be God, I know from His own Word this is not necessary. At first I was like the man whose eyes the Lord Jesus opened.
It is written, "And He took the blind man by the hand, and led him
out of the town; and when He had spit on his eyes, and put His hands
on him, He asked him if he saw ought. And he looked up, and said,
I see men as trees, walking. After that He put His hands again upon
his eyes, and made him look up; and he was restored, and saw every
man clearly" (Mark viii. 23-25.)
The work upon my soul was gradual. Sometimes, when reading the
Word or some other good book, the Lord would give me a crumll of
mercy. I recollect these words dropping with holy unction into my soul
one day when very busy at my work, "The hand of the Lord is upon
thee" (Acts xiii. 11). The Lord's hand was upon Elymas (the man to
whom Paul spake these words) in a way of solemn judgment for his wickedness. His hand upon me was in a way of favour, mercy, and goodness.
Little by little I began to see that the preaching and teaching I had been
so long accustomed to hear at the place I attended did not meet-my needy
case, nor could I make it square with what I belioved to be the truth of
God as revealed in His blessed Word. My mother, seeing the change in
my manner of life, would seize every oppol'tunity of having a word with
me. At this time she used to attend a place of truth some distance from
where we lived. She did not, as might Lave been supposed, press me to
go along with her. Why? Because, as she afterwards told me, she
wanted the Lord to make it manifest that He had called me by His
grace, by bringing me out from where I was without any creature
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Buasion or interference. She never ceased to pray for me. IIaving done
this she stood still, or waited to see God's salvation manifested in
delivering, teaching, guiding, and directing her son. N or did she wait in
vain. By de6'rees the Lord enlightened and instructed me in the truth~
of the Gospel. until I left altogether tho place where Christ and Co.
were preached.
I can look back and remember more than one occasion when the L Hd
sweatly blessed the conversations mother and I had during my spiritual
infancy. Utterance would sometimes be choked, and we would sit and.
weep together. Once, after we had been talking a little about the things
of God, as we were going upstairs to bed, I said, "Mother, that verse
ex:actly ex:presses my feelings" ,A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall ;
Be Thou my strength and righteousness,
M'y Jesus, and my all. ,,,
She replied, "That's a safe spot to be brJught into." I could not see it
at the time, but now, through that teaching" which teacheth aH things
and is no lie," I can see, and fully and firmly believe, that this feeling
of creature-weakness, creature-helplessness, creature-insufficiency, and
creature-uaworlhiness, has been, is still, and will be down tJ the end of
time, the deep and heartfelt experience of all who are taught of the
Spirit of God.
At one time we th'mght tbis feeling of nothingness and emptiness
would decrease as we advanced in the divine life. In this, we were mistaken. God's Word abounds with instances of those who felt how needy,
ignorant, poor, blind, empty, helpless, undone, miserable, ruined,
wretched, vile, and lost they were without a full, rich, free, daily, hourly,
constant, finished, complete, and eternal salvation, designed, decreed,
carried out, made known, l'evealed, and applied by the Lord Jehovah,
Father, Son, and Spirit.
The Word preached would often impart encouragement to my soul.
On one occasion, when the minister was reading the sixteenth chapter
of Proverbs, the Lord the Spirit let fall into my soul, in His own
peculiarly precious and gracious manner, the eighth verse: "Better is a
little with righteousnes~ than great revenues without right." Dear
reader, we would rather have this" little with righteousness" (the blessing
of tho Lord realized, felt, and enjoyed in a small measure), than the
"great revenues" of the self-reliant, self-sufficient, boasting, proud
Pharisee. "A little with righteousness." Of course, this must be according to our apprehension of matters. There are no "littles" connected
with God's salvation. There is great love, great wisdom, great kindness,
great pity, great mercy, great favour, great compassion, great promises,
great privileges, great provision, great accomplishments, and great
ongagements; and, as if to silence every fear of failure in the tried and
tempted believer's :.loul, the great, the almighty, the omnipotent, the
ineffable Maker, Mover, Upholder, and Controller of all things, visible
and invisible, has bound Himself by an oath to fulfil all that He has
spoken. Hear what Paul says, " Wherein God, willing more abundantly
to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel,
confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it was
impossible for Gael to li(', we might havo a strong consolation, who have
I

I
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fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us; which hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil."
Once more the Lord favoured me one night with such holy liberty,
light, love, and precious unctuous powor in my soul, while I'eading His
Word and calling upon His dear name, that I thought He was about to
call me hence. There was no fear of death felt. I have sometimes
looked back to that special season of manifested lovingkindness and
sweet, sweet mercy, and wondered whether it was really of the Lord.
Generally I am very apprehensive I'especting the hour of dissolution. !\fy
cry often isH Oh, that in Jordan's swelling
And pass the river telling
I may be helped to eing,
The triumphs of my King! "
Some time after the love-visit just adverted to, I opened my lips
publicly in prayer. I trembled from head to foot, fearing I should
break down before the people, but the Lord melted my heart a little,
and I felt encouraged and helped.
I continued calling upon the
Lord's name among His dear children in the house of prayer as
often as requested. As yet I had never tried to pray in the presence
of my dear mother. Whatever should I do if she happened to be at
the prayer-meeting, and I were asked to engage? 1'11e fear of man
~as then, and is now, one of our greatest onemies, one of our besetting
SIllS.

Well, once, when at the prayer-meeting (mother was there), they called
upon me to try to pray. If I dared I would havo run out of the place.
I felt as though I should sink. My mind was confused and distracted.
I gave out a hymn, after which I commenced stammering out my requests.
Before many sentences had escaped my lips, the Lord broke in upon
my soul in such a blessed, reviving, refreshing, consoling, and confirming manner, that all my fears fled and my cup ran over. I was led forth
"in the dances of them that make merry." I could feelingly exclaim"0 why did Jesus show to me
I, who did once His name revile,
The beauties of His face?
And His dear name deny?
Why to my. soul did ~e conv~y
"But 'twas because He loved my soul,
The blessmgs of His grace.
Because He died for me;
Because that nothing could control,
" 0 how could He so sweetly smile
On such a wretch as I ?
His great, His firm decree."
I found it good to be there, and I believe my precious mother c.id, too.
The Lord mercifully appeared for my help over and over again, subduing
my fears, calming my mind, soothing my heart, and" making darkness
light and crooked things straight," so that, little by little, I was in some
measure delivered from" the fear of man, which bringeth a snare."
But again. When my mother knew that her son was about to take unto
himself a wife, she was very SOlTY. If ever n son left his parental roof
with the well-wishes and blessings of a praying mother, the writer is the
man. The Saturday preceding my weddin~-day, she threw her arms
lovingly around my neck, saying, "The Lord bless you and keep you,
and make you a blessing wherever you go." I felt it to be a very
weighty, momentous matter. Again and again had I sought for a word
from the Lord. I could get no answer to my importunities until the
day before I was married, when the Lord, by His Spirit's power, spoke
home these words to my anxious, inmost soul-
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"Power and love in Christ combine,
An able, willing Saviour, too;
Is He a sun P On thee He'll shine;
Is He thy God? He'll bring thee through."
Up till the present moment this has been amply verified, and we trust
it will be right on until we close our eyes for ever upon the trifles and
baubles, sorrows and sufi'erings, cares and perplexities, of this dying
world.
In conclusion. Among the many things my mother prayed the Lord
to do for her son was this, that he might, if it were the will of God, be
raised up to proclaim in the ears of poor sinners the Gospel of Christ.
I often wonder whether this prayer will be answered. As yet there
seems no probability of it. The writer cannot say he never feels a deSire
(if the Lord Bees fit) for its accomplishment. By night and by day, at
home and abroad, the subject is almost continually on his mind, When
the Lord sweetly blesses me with His mercy, sheds forth His precious
love in my heart, then the desire will force itself upon me to"Tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I have found;
To point to Christ's redeeming blood,
And cry, ' Behold the way to God! ' "
But, when we remember, like Moses of old, we are slow of speech, we are
l'eady with him to say, "0 my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since Thou hast spoken unto Thy servant; but I am slow of
speech, and of a slow tongue,
0 my Lord, send by whom
Thou wilt send." We feel wa dare not for one moment entertain the
thought of standing up in God's holy and gracious name, unless we have
a clear, a divine, a heavenly warrant for doing s;). God forbid that we
should ever think of entering the ministry without receiving perrm'ssz'on
and communz'catz'on from Himself.
According to our present feelings upon the matter, we would end our
days in a workhouse rather than go forth unsent; but, if consistent with
the mind and will of God, we sometimes feel as if we could relinquish
all, so that we might be engaged in His service, proclaiming salvation
full, complete, finished, eternal, through the sufferings and death of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Sometimes, when we feel shut up and cannot come
forth, when sins and sorrows press us down, when we feel the crushing
and almost overwhelming weight of life's burdens, when we feel dark
and sad within, when we feel, according to our apprehension, "twice dean,
plucked up by the roots; " when we feel as if our faith and hope and
love were all gone from our heart, when we feel no heart to pray, no
longing desire for God's Word and God's house, nor the company of His
dear people, then-ah, then, indeed-do we shrink from the veriest idea
of becoming a minister. But, when the Lord again smiles upon us, when
we feel our heart broken before Him, when we feel the love of Christ
shed abroad by the Holy Ghost, when we feel sweet access at the divine
footstool, when we feel our chains knocked off, when we feel" we have
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ;" when we feel the
preciousness of the communion of saints, when we feel that" Our hope is built on nothing less
Than J esu's blood and righteousness; "
I

I
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when we feel that Be "bore our sins in His own body on the tree,"
wben we feel that" He hath delivered, He doth deliver, and that He
will yet deliver; " when we feel tbat He is "the Lord our righteousness,"
when we feel that "of His fulness have we received, and grace f01
grace; " when we feel tbat we have good reason to believe that" we
stand accepted in the Beloved," when we feel faith and hope and love
in sweet operation, when we feel these things, next to praising God for
His marvellous kindness, tLis tbought concerning the work of the
ministry is uppermost in our mind. We cannot tell how uor why it is,
except the Lord intends us for the work. Previous to a certain day we
bad no thought or desire respecting it. The matter has been agitating
and exercising our mind now for years-half-a-dozen at least. We see
no way out of our present position-yea, further, it appears mOl'e and
more unlikely that we shall ever stand on the walls of Zion as a messenger of good tidings.
Notwithstanding the many improbabilities, and apparent impossibilities
to sense and reason, we are persuadcfl that, if God intends us to go forth
as a standard-bearer of tbe cross, He can make a way. He will remove
all obstacles; He will give all needed grace for the fulfilment of His
covenant purposes. Moreover, all tbe opposition without and within,
from self, men, or devils, shall never-no, never-successfully contravene
His holy will. Of this we are confident. N or shall the slowness of
speech, the lack of ability, the frailties of the creature, the Latural
shyness and reservedness of a poor, timid, trembling sinner, interfere in
the smallest degree with what God wills to bring about by the instrumentality of those who receive their commission at His hands.
When we remember the solemn responAibility of those who stand up to
!,roclaim "the unsearchable riches of Christ," and to speak of the vast
and blessed transactions of a covenant God, we tremble, we shrink from
it. When we recollect what a stripling we are in our knowledge of Gospel
verities, how small our acquaintance experimentally with tbe pledges
and promises of the Lord Jehovah, how meagre our thoughts and conceptions respecting the great and inexhaustible truths of God's most holy
Word; and wher:. we reflect upon tbis, that God the Holy Ghost will not
own the testimony of any except those of His own qualifying and
sending, we mentally exclaim, "I",ord, we are not sufficient for these
things. Suffer us not to indulge in these thoughts. Keep them from
our mind. Let not this matter so agitate and perplex our soul. Preserve
us from it, if it be '{'hy holy will; 0" if Thou dost intend to use us for the
setting forth of the fulness, freeness, sufficiency, and suitability of Jesus,
prepare us for the work. Lay it with weight not only upon our heart, but
also upon the hearts of others. Oh, Lord, make the path plain, for
'i'hOlt seest and knowest what a poor, diffident, timorous creature we are.
In Thy hands we desire to leave ourselves. Gbrify Thy name. Do with
us as seemeth good to Thee. Bless us with 'Thy sweet and precious
presence while hare below, and, when Our mourning and sorrowing, upand-down days are over, take us home to Thyself, so that we may join in
that eternal anthem of }Jraise, 'Unto Him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.'"
Reader, "I';'e leave ourselves in Eis hands who hath said, for the
encouragement of every praying soul, "If ye shall ~ask anything in my
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name, I will do it." 'When thou goest in before the King of saints,
and it is experimentally well with thl3e, think of us, and put in (if the
Lord so incline thine heart) a request on our behalf. If the pel'llSlll of
this paper has been made use:ful to you in anywise, "give God the
praise." As for the writer, he is feelingly
A SINNEH.

AN OLD PETITION.
" Remembel' me, 0 my God, f01' good."
REMEMBER me, dear Saviour, for I am sore distressed,
My heart is overwhelmed with fears, with guilt I am oppressed;
No human power can help me; omnipotent Thou art,
Thou knowest all my sorrow, Thou seest all my smart.

It is not, Lord, a first kind thought that I now ask of Thee,
For I have heard Thy gracious voice speak words of peace to me;
But to " rememb~r me" once more is now my urgent cry;
"R~member me, 0 God, for goo:!," lest, fainting, I should die.
When first Thou ledst my youthful feet into life's narrow way,
" I've loved thee with etern'tllove," Thou tenderly didst say;
"With loviugkindne3s I have drawn, I never will leave thee,
Though mountain3 b3 relll)ve:! far, or C:1st into the sea."
The joy that thrilled my being then no mortal tongue can tell,
Not even angels know it, 'twas " j;:,y uuspeak:1ble; "
Only the rftusomed feel it, they sing its S )Urce above,
'1'he lovc of the eternal God, His frBe unchanging love.
But I have jOllrneyed far since then, havc wandcl'ed from Thee, Lord,
Drank of the" Cllp of tt-embling-," and felt a Father's rod;
Made idols of the creaturc, and when Thy face was hid,
Mourned sore in deep dejcction, nor couid be comforted.
Yet now, relying on Thy grace, I come agn,in. deal' L'lrd,
For" Put me in remembr,tnce," "L3t us plea':! together," ia thy word;
Emboldened thus to seek Thy face, I bend the snppliant knee,
And in Thine own appointed way P0Ul' forth the fervent plea.
"Remember me," my Fathcr, and when before Thy throne
MV guilt and fears and wd.ywardncss I humbly to Thee own;
When SJ.hn is accuaing me, bid him behind Thee stand,
And say, " Bring forth that glorious robe worn by the ransomed band."
Saviour, Redeemer, Brother, FL'iend, I cry, "Remember me!"
I plead the precions blood Thou shedst when slain on Calvary;
I plcad Thy great exceeding love that moved Thee thus to die,
And, falling low before Thy feet, "Remember me!" I cry.
Spirit divine," remember me," and when the mighty foe
Comes rushing o'er me as a flood, do Thou the standard show;
Reveal a precious Saviour, shed Thy bright beams abroad,
And witness to llly heart once more that I'm a child of God.
And oh, again" remember me, remember me, my God!"
When my trembiing feet stand on the brink of Jordan's chilly flood,
Be with me through the river, then safe on yonder shore
I shall adore in endless songs Thy love for evermore.
E. L. K.
Hanwcll.

446

Tlte Gospel 1l1agazille.

SERMONS BY THE LATE REV. DANIEL FOLEY, D.D.,
Professor of h'isT; in Trinity Oollege, ])ublin.
SERMON Ill.
" In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works,. in doctrine sltewing
~mcorruptness, gmvity, sincerity, sound speeelt, that cannot be condemned.. that
he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of
YOtt."-TITUS ii. 7, 8.
I HAVE never been able to discover the least intimation of any other
government subsisting in the Christian Church, in any place or period,
till the sixteentll, century after Christ, than the government which we have
in our own Church. It matters not whose history of the Church you take up;
whether the transactions of any period or country be recorded by heathen,
infidel, Romanist, Dissenter, or Churchman; whatever be the disorders
in life and conduct; how great soever the corruption in doctrine and
practice, we shall find everywhere the bishops, the priests, and the
deacons mixed up with the transactions of the time, and the episcopal
government prevail, without as much as a hint at any rival system in the
ChU1'ch, nor the least intimation of allY breach in the succession, Nor
is it less evident, I think, to any unprejudiced mind, that not only can
we traee up our government in the page of the authentic history of
every nation to the apostles' times, but, what is more important, can
discover its existence, and trace the evidence of its perpetual suitableness-I do not say indispensable obligation-to the common source of
Christian truth, the Bible of the Lord; for have we not evidently the
existence of three orders in the New Testament-apostles, elders or
presbyters, and deacons? and, if anyone will say that one is lost at the
death of the apostles, we answer that we have Timothy and Titus and
others, if not supplying tlwir place in the government of the Church,
certainly exercising all the authority, and discharging every funption,
which it is necessary to claim for our bishops.. Were they not ord'ained
to their high office? Were they not to look out others as pastol:s of the
Ohurch, of whose suitableness they were the jndges, and on which they
were to pronounce, so that they may lay hands suddenly on no man?
Were they not to set in order the things in the Churches, and to ordain
elders in every city? Were they not to examine into their conduct, and
t hat of their families, and to rebuke them publicly if need be? and, if this
be what is called equality in the ministerial office, for which some of our
brethren contend; or if it be the absence of any instituted order to
" minister in holy things," for which others debate, it will certainly be
difficult for those who read with reverence the words of holy writ to
discover the meaning of our Lord's commission to the apostles, of them to
their successors, or to see the reason for the settled, order of the Ohurch
of Ohrist as it came from their hands, and as, we bless God, it has been
transmitted,to us.
We trust, then, we shall be pardoned by our brethren who take
a different view of this matter if, in tho spirit of meekness, we tell them
that we are attached to our own Ohurch, not for the unwClrthy motives
which are sometimes ascribed to us by those with whose motives -on'the
other hand we have nothing to do, and therefore will not canvass; and
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if wo add further, that we believc ours to be the true and anciont discipline, and even if we add still the expression of our hope that the
Ruler of the universe will evor supply our olives to furnish oil to Hi~
candlestick, the Church; and that no vapours from the puny opposition
of man, no smoke from the bottomless pit, can utterly quench the light of
our seven stars; that, if some go down from the horizon, others will
E.~cend ; and that, as neither a Nimrod can build a permanent tower, with
all his might, where J ehovah will cast down, so neither can Sennacherib,
with all bis pride, prevail against the city which God will protect.
Titus is here exhorted (and in him all the pastors of the Church of God)
to " show themselves in all things patterns of good works," where the
phrase" in all things" embraces their conduct as disciples and followers of
the Lord Jesus themselves, and their public conduct as teachers of
Christ's family; and, my deal' brethren, you will bear in mind that, as
far as they are bound to be examples in "good works, in doctrine, in
gravity, in sincerity, in sound speech which cannot be condemned," to
the same oxtent are you bound to follow their example to be followers iu
faith and practice as far as they are also of Christ Jesus, to receive their
uncol'l'upt doctrine as far as they draw from the Source of all
truth; and, with this object in view, I shall dwell a little on their conduct as Christians, maintaining holiness in themselves and exhibiting it
to others, and also on their duty as pastors, to "preach the Word, in
season and out of season," for the Ealvation of souls.
And, first, I think it of paramount importance that those who carry the
message of Christon theil'lips should be" conformed to the image of Christ "
in their hearts, and should manifest it in their lives, as well as be ready,
like Paul, if occasion should arise, to bear in their body the marks of the
Lord Jesus; and, if the prophet represents the whole Church as a circle,
thc centre and circumference of which is the Lord, the wall of fire round
about which, as well as the glory in the midst, is J ehovah, it follows
that every member in this f:aCl'ed enclosure should be holy, that is,
separated in motive and pursuit, in life and faith and practice, from
th'18e not secured by the Strength and the Shield of His people; and, if
all should, so peculiarly those who, as it were, come near to "minister in
holy things," who approach to lead others to the common centre, which is
the light and the life of the whole body, It is the praise of the angelthat is, the bishop-of tho Church at Ephesus (Rev. ii. 2), that Jesus
knew his works, and his labour, and his patience, and how he could
not bear them which wore evil; and it is the testimony of David concerning himself, "Do I not hate them, 0 Lord, that hate Thee? and am not
I grieved with those that rise up against Thee?" (Psa. cxxix. 21.) It
is personal holiness, whether as respects the teacher or the taught, which
imparts weight to pastoral admonitions. It is when we hate and avoid
sin that we are qualified to speak against it; when enjoying sweet communion with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ, that we have the
unction in speaking of it which fails not to manifest its savour, if not to
make its influence felt all around. It is thus that not our words, but
our works, will tell what our Christianity is; that, while Christ, and not
our works, is placed in the chair of merit, they will nevertheless testify
not as the meriting cause, but as the witnessing effect, that our souls
have partaken of the salvation of which we speak; that, while we refuse
to put them into impious competition with the atonement of Jesus, the
sole foundation of our hope, we will yet be careful to exhibit them, in
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order to " adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things," in order
to " let our light so shine befol'e men that they may see our good works,
and glorify [not us, but] our Father which is in heaven."
But, beloved, it is more than inferred-indeed, it is expressed in the
text- that opposition and difficulty will beset the most faithful discharge
of duty. "Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of
the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you; IT
and so it is necessary to be forewarned in order to be forearmed on this
point. If anyone will be a pattern to edify the good, and build them
up by precept and example in their holy faith, as well as to stop the
mouths of those that are of the contrary part, Satan and his subjects
will try to injure his character, in order to lessen his influence because
they cannot corrupt his conscience. No distance of place, no innocence of
life, no simplicity of motive, no godly sincerity of c;)nduct, can shield the
faithful servant of God from the arrows of calumny; and the higher
his place, the more anxious will wicked men be to reveal any detected
evil, that they may di6grace among men those whom God raises up for
the good of His Church; and it is really painful to witness the extent of
this feeling at present, not among the people of the world only, but
among many of the Lord's servants. There is a sad want of tenderness
towards the character of others, amounting in many instances to a
decided readiness, if not to invent, certainly to aggravate charges of inconsistency; if not to originate, at least to propagate without examination,
which is little better, acts and statements-and often only their own
interpretation of them-which have, and can only have, the tendency to
check individual usefulness and bring scandal upon the Lody of Christ.
It is, then, an imperative duty of the servants of the Lord not to be found
so engaged towards their brethren, and so to live and to walk themselves
that their revilers' consciences may testify against their tongues, and to
go on steadily, in the firm belief that God will sustain them, and that,
whatever may be the partial inflictions of injury from evil men, a course
of blameless conduct will set them right at the last.
It is obvious that, if this be true of the Christian character in general,
it is much more so of the minister of the Gospel. If he preserve doctrine
uncorrupt, if he preach the unadulterated Gospel of Christ, if he guard
it against false glosses and human corruptions, and preach it fearlessly
and faithfully, he will be opposed by all who are attached to an.
erroneous creed. If he keep "love and unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace; " if, with kindliness and sympathy for all who bear the name of
Christ, and a tender concern for those that err, he still set himself to
oppose in Christian meekness those who rend the body of Christ by
divisions and distractions, he will then be opposed by schismatics and
waverers, and by all whose trade is separation. If he keep holiness in
life and manners, he will have all mere theorists and practical infidels,
and men carnal in life and conduct, in array against him; and he has the
additional difficulty to feel that, in contending for the faith with others,
and in going a contrary way, if so he must do, that, in departing from
the plans of other men, he is not to depart from the Lord Jesus; that
h~s obj~et must be to promote Ht'8 kingdom, and not his own party; that
hIS cry IS always to be, not" Who is on my side?" but" Who is on the
Lord's side?" that his work may f'tand, and be found to the praise and
glory of His name at His appearing.
But, beloved, in the second place, while we attach so great importance
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to a convorsation such as becomes the Gospel, and look upon its absenco
as one of the greatest of all disqualifications for the office of th
ministry, we attach still greater importance to the uncorruptness of
doctrine; forasmuch as the holiness of an angel cannot save a sinner,
and forasmuch as it is not the morals of men, but the life-giving doctrines
of God's Word, which are "the power of God unto salvation; " and
though we hesitate not to admit that a man can never be a good teacher
in the Church till he is himself a good disciple of Jesus, its exalted Head;
that he must take deep counsel with the Master, and exhibit his
credentials in his whole deportment that he has done so, before we can
admit that, by the mere efficacy of a commission, however Scriptural its
form, he is qualified rt-"gMly to divide the Word of truth, and to give to
God's people their portion of meat in due season, we assert that, like the
high priest under the law, who took within the holiest the Drim as well
as the Thummim, so should the ministers of the Gospel with the light of
knowledge possess integrity of holiness; yet, as heretics may have
irreproachable lives without wholesome saving doctrines, and that truth
is not to be measured by man's zeal or holiness, but zeal and holiness by
truth, we must ever estimate the doctrine which testifies of Jesus as
incomparably the more important requisite of the Christian minister.
But, beloved, when the live coal from off the altar is laid upon the
minister's mouth; when his lips have touched it, in token that his own
iniquity is pardoned, his sins purged in the blood of Ohrist; when the
holy image of God's dear Son is stamped upon his own soul by the
powerful energy of divine grace, and, having experienced the love of
Christ, and sacrificed the idol, self, with all its accompaniments of ease
and indolence, and worldly ambition and pleasure, and love of the
world, at the cross of Jesus; when the rays of mercy which beam from
the face of a covenant God in Christ Jesus and Him crucified cheer and
enliven his heart, and animate him to increased vigour and diligence in
proclaiming the e~ernal salvation of Jesus; when in honest sincerity he
walks with God in peace and equity, in the retirement of the closet, in social
and relative life, and in the more active scene of bis public ministrations;
when by secret communion with his God and Father he obtains, through
the Spirit's influence, the mind and will to prosecute his holy and
arduous task with zeal and fidelity; when he is enabled to realize the
sweet promise, "Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the
world," and bis zeal increases with increasing difficulties, and he finds
himself ready to spenu and be spent in his Master's service; when his
peaceful walk with God is manifest to all, and he endeavours to fashion
the lives of himself and his after the rule and discipline of Christ, that
he may be a wholesome and godly example for the people to follow; when
it appears evident to all that his single object is the salvation of their
never-dying souls, it is then the people are likely to attaeh its due
importance to the Gospel sound, confirmed by the testimony of experience,
that God, by his instrumentality, will pluck deathless spirits from the
grasp of death and the jaws of hell, and make many souls to be his
crown of joy and rejoicing at the great day; and when, with those who
are given to believe the blessed Gospel from his lips, he passes for ever
from temptations within and trials without; when his warfare is
ended, and his struggles over, and his work accomplished; when faith is
swallowed up in sight and hope in enjoyment as he treads the everlasting courts, and the seals of his ministry heighten his bliss, and the
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sound of their song of triumph thrills his glorified spirit with delight,
then the light which streams from the throne of God will encircle his
head with a crown of glory, which will reflect its spendour through the
endless ages of eternity; for "they that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousneils as
the stars for ever and ever."
Beloved brethren, if you would enjoy with your ministers these
glorious things reserved for God's children, not only must they proclaim
in your ears with uncorrupt doctrine, but you must claim in holy affinity,
through faith in Ohrist, God the Father, in all the plenitude of His
covenant love and in all the riches of His free, saving grace; God the
Son, in all the responsibility of His suretyship, all the sacredness of His
covenant engagements, all the dignity of His exaltation, elevated as
Head over all things to the Ohurch; all the adaptation of His character
to your every want; God the Holy Ghost, in all the sovereignty of His
operations, all the accuracy of His inscriptions, whether of the law in
the hearts of His people, or of their names in the book of life; all the invincibleness of His eternal power and Godhead, and quickening influence
and comforting testimonies concerning Jesus. You must view this Triune
J ehovah as the Author and Finisher of all that concerns yom salvation
in His eternal purpose revealed in Ohrist, the nature and character of
that salvation to be, pardon, justification, perfect righteousness-not your
own, but His-positive secmity under His unsleeping care, infallible
certainty from His divine faithfulness, perpetual perseverance by His
mighty power, and everlasting glory of His free gift, and all treasured
up solely in Ohrist, communicated by the Holy Ghost, and inseparably
connected with the glory of God the Father.
My deal' brethren, as the great end of the O.ilristian ministry is the
salvation of the Ohurch of God, so the great object of the Ohristian
minister, as a pattern to you, should be, to resort for that instruction which,
if you receive it, is to "make you wise unto salvation," to the unerring
fountain of Scripture, which is not merely the proclamation of divine
mercy, and the depository of the divine law, but also a rich volume of
precedents and examples to instruct us in our weakness and the
Source of our strength, in the dealings and covenant faithfulness of Him
" who is the same to His people yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
And, however varied in details we may sometimes be, there is no dispensing with the exhibiting of the truth on all occasions-and by the truth
I mean that which is essentially so, namely, the person, offices, and
work of Ohrist. He must be held forth to His people as the origin and
Originator of spiritual life, the Model of evangelical perfections; as
He who regenerates the man, and to whose image he is to be conformed. We must understand that faith is the indispensable bond of
union between the Head and the members; that the Object of faith
essentially is Ohrist, in His merit and atonement; that the application of
the atonement is by faith, which justifies and saves the soul; and the
(lvidence of this faith is the exemplification of the mind and temper, the
holiness and benevolence of Ohrist. He is to be exhibited, not by the
mere repetition of His name, but in His character, in His mediatorial
offices, in the glory of His divinity, in the essential purity and holiness
and sympathy of His human nature, in the volunt'll'iness and merit of
His sacrifice, in the humility He exemplified, in the love He manifested,
in the obedience He wrought, in the satisfaction He made, in the influence
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of His Spirit, in the rosnlt of His death, resurrection, and ascension to
Himself, to His Church, and to the world. He is to be represented as
the life of Christian graces, of faith, hope, and charity; as the quickening Spirit of Christian ordinances, sacraments, and ministry; so that
every subject of revelation, from the sublimest mystery of heaven to the
plainest topic of morals, may derive its source or its impulse from the
cross. The economy of the Persons of the Trinity, the manifestation and
gifts of the Holy Ghost, the recovery of man, and glory of the world
to come, are all involved in this; nor should a subject be introduced in
preaching, nor a truth established, nor an error controverted, nor a duty
urged, without reference to the sacrifice and example of Christ as the
great substratum or foundation of all; for, when the Spirit of revelation
opens the depth of man's depravity and the workings of the author of
evil, we at once discover that no motives but such as arise from the
Gospel, however specious or valid they may appear to be, either have
or can have the effect of uprooting a single seed of iniquity, much less of
converting a single soul from death, or of promoting the purposes for
which the Christian ministry was set apart; and hence, if we endeavour
to arouse the slumbering sinner from the sleep of death, it is not to leave
him in hopeless remorse, but that he may see" the Day-star from on high
arisin~ upon his heart," and hear, " Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise
from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light." If we sometimes
glance at the horrors of the everlasting lake, it is only to point out the
Ark of safety-not like that of Noah, upon which the perishing reprobate
c;ould only look in the agony of despair, as it glided securely amidst the
tempest, but to see it anchored in peace on the shore, with its door still
wide open, and its dove of peace sent forth to communicate the glad
tidings to the children of God, and give them power to act thereon:
" ,Vhosoever will, let him come," enter in, and" find rest to his soul."

~r,ote~tant ~ eaCDIt.
"THE PRIEST IN ABSOLUTION."
annexed letter appeared in the four Bristol daily journals for
July 9:After the recent exposure of that vile book, "Tho Priest in Absolution," for which exposure the Protestants of England are so much
indebted, not only to Lord Redesdale, but to the British press, I think it
will be well for husbands and fathers to remember that, by admitting to
their homes, after such exposure, any Ritualistic clergyman whose name
is identified with "The Society of the Holy Cross," or any of those secret
societies to which attention has so recently been drawn, he is, by such
admission, compromising his wife and his daughters. To say the least,
he is placing them in a suspicious and questionable position. I heard of
a case to-day which does honour to the man who so nobly defended his
home from J esuitical intrusion. Although aware that a certain clergyman
was proverbial for his Ritualistic practices in a northern county, he was,
nevertheless, appointed to a well-known watering l)lace in Wales, under
THE
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promise that no such Ritualistic course should be followed in his new
sphere. However, where the Roman dogma that" the end justifies the
means" is held, such promises are of little worth. The clergyman had
not long been inducted into his new parish before the cloven foot began
to show itself. The consequence was, that the really spiritual worshippers
were driven away to other places..-either to chapels near or to churches
more remote-where simplicity and Scriptural truth were paramount. It
so happened that, upon a recent forenoon, the new clergyman was seen
approaching the house of Captain - - , a gentleman well known and
deservedly respected in Bristol and elsewhere. As he had no desire for
the personal acquaintance of any such visitor, the good captain immediately rose, and, sparing his reverence even the trouble of knocking, at
once opened the door, and in plain, honest John Bull style, asked, "And
what do you want Y" "I want to see Mrs. --." "Then MTs.-does not want to see you. 1'ake care of the steps. Good morning;" and
so saying, this true Englishmall-this husband alid father-walked in
and without further ceremony closed the door against this clerical
intruder. No doubt, in the usual cant phrase of the day, such promptness would be denounced as "most ungentlemanly." Away with such
gentility, if so be the interests of the immortal soul are imperilled by it.
vVhen it suits his pUTpose, even Satan can" transform himself into an
angel of light." It was only last night a Clifton clergyman, of long
standing and deservedly beloved, told me of what this "gentlemanly
bearing" did for the daughter of a widowed mother at Bath. In the face
of these lamentable facts, I say, would to God that, in these last and most
compromising days - this age of "expediency "-there was a little
more of lhe honest captain's outspokenness. The man who would parley
with a thief would be deemed beside himself; but what comparison
would such trifling bear, when merely goods and chattels were at stake,
with the husband or father who countenanced within his family circle the
man who, under pretext of religion, and with the assumption of divine
authority, sought to dissect the human heart, and, in so doing, infuse into
it thoughts and emotions which, but for his intrusion, would never have
existed? In attempting to worm out sin the inquisitor begets it. He is
falher to the thought he seeks to ferret out. When connivance or concealment was no longer practicable, the Archbishop of Canterbury lately
remarked in the House of I,ords, "that the inquiries put by these 'priests'
to women and children were of such a character that a husband or a
father who knew that they had been addressed to his wife or cbild, would
be bound to tell such' priests' never to enter his house again." With
such warnings as have of late been given, that husband or that father
is verily guilty of connivance at corrupting those most near and dear to
him, if he admits to his house men who, under a pretended sanctity, would
undermine the very foundation of all that is sacred and momentous.
Should anyone be in doubt as to who these men are and where they are,
the pamphlet entitled" The Ritualistic Conspiracy" will enlighten them.
This threepenny pamphlet contains the names of the" Prlests who desire
the appointment of licensed confessors for the Church of England; " of
" Priests Associate" of "The Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament; "
of the clerical members of " The English Church Union; " and also of the
members of " The Society of the Holy Cross."
St. Luke's, Bedrninster.
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
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GATHERED HOME.
IlI':ING A srroR'I' ACCOUNT OF TilE CALL llY GRACE TO THE MINISTRY, AND
OF THE LAST DAYS OF MR. THORPE SMITH, OF LEICESTER.
ONE cannot but feol a sweet and sacred pleasure, mingled though, indeed,
it must be with an amount of sadness, in endeavouring to make some
record of the goodness, lovingkindness, and faithfulness of the Lord b
departed worth. Such records, simple though they may be in themselves,
give a display of J ehovah's sovereign and discriminating grace in leading,
guiding, teaching, instructing, and ultimately landing in glory of His
Eervants and children; and such testimonies, owned and blessed of God,
tenu greatly to the comfort and consolation of His weary pilgrims who,
" faint, yet pursuing," are, by the Spirit's leadings, tending upwards and
homewards to the blessed land" where the wicked cease from troubling,
and the weary are at rest." Oh, what must be the employment of the
ransomed in that world of glory! what the deliverance which they realize
from a wicked world, a tempting devil, a carnal mind! from sin, from
afHiction, from self set free for ever! What joy must be theirs in casting
their crowns at our glorious J esu's feet, bearing the palms of a victory
which He accomplished for them, and shining in the glory-glittering
robes of righteousness which He has imputed to and put upon them.
Ah, how must the vaulted roof of heaven echo and re-echo with shouts
of "Grace, grace unto it!" as one by one the ransomed of the Lord are
gathered up out of great tribulation into Immanuel's land. ,Ve have
followed them to the brink of the river, and watched them quietly and
silently pass away, steadfastly relying upon the Rock of Ages; caught
the last sound of His precious name dropping from their dying lips;
seon them waving their hands in the air, signifying their felt and realized
victory over the last foo; beheld them with outstretched arms, longing
fin' the Lord's embrace, that they may flyaway to His glory; and observed a glory halo and heavl'nly smile playing upon their dying features
aR they have been gliding away into the bliss unknown But what it
mllst be to be there we know not; those only know who have crossed the
river and entered into the joy of their Lord. Nevertheless, asH

We arc to the margin come,
And soon expect to die,"

it is a source of sweet and unbounded joy to our hearts when, under the
melting power of the Spirit, we are enabled to feel that "these light
afflictions, which are but for a moment, work for us a far more exceeding'
and eternal weight of glory."
What a host of witnesses are gone before, and amongst them one of
whom we now more particularly write, our beloved friend and brother,
Mr. THOI~PE SMITH, of Leic6ster. Those who knew and were acquainted
with him most loved him best, and could discover much of the grace and
spirit of Christ in him. ,Ve do not wish to imply for one moment that
he was perfect-nay, for he was well taught the plague of his own heartIJllt faithful and decided as he was well known to be for the truth as it is
ill Jesus, he manifested that spirit of love and affectionate regal'd for all
those whom he believed to love our Lord Jesus Christ in sineerity and
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truth which it is pIeallant to behold in these days of defection, carnality,
hair-splitting, and contention amongst those who profess to be the true
children of God. I will not, however, enlarge here with more remarks
of my own, but let one of the oldest of his Leicester friends, Mr. LANGHAM,
who has sent me the following account, speak for him. Mr. LANGHAl'<I
says:I have known and loved our dear departed fl'iend, Mr. THoRPE
SMITH, for very many years-seen and witnessed many of his deep and
cutting trials and bereavements, and a good many of the ways in which
our gracious God led him about and instructed him, keeping him as the
apple of His eye. He was born on the eleventh of June, 1803, at a
village called Ancaster, in Lincolnshire, on the Great North R.oad. His
father kept a large hotel and post horses, and used to horse the coaches
that conveyed the judges to the Lincoln assizes. He was naturally of a
cheerful and generous disposition, full of what may be called the fun and
frolic of an unsuspecting youth. I have frequently heard him say how
he used to be reminued in after life of his mother's words, in answer to
him when, as a boy, he used to say, "Oh, mother, don't you think I
know? " and she would reply, "Ah, my lad, thou thinkest thou knowest,
but the world will learn thee;" and this truthful remark would flash into
his mind when, as a farmer and corn dealer, he had sold his corn and
cattle to men he had trusted to pay him, but who l'epeatedly deceived
him, till at length he found himself almost temporarily ruined. R.elative
to his call by grace, he used very frequently to say, with tears in his eyes,
"Oh, how great is God's sovereign love to a poor, blind, lost, ruined, and
guilty sinner! Oh, God's goodness, when, grasping at shadows, feeding
on ashes and vanity, delighting in song-singing and dancing, He plucked
me as a brand from the burning!" It appears that at nineteen years of
age, when at work in the field, instantaneously, though no word was
applied, a power of conviction seized his mind and conscience, and a deepfelt sense of his awful state as a wretched sinner before a holy God fell
upon him. Words fail to tell what he felt, for he well knew that he was
the guilty one, and that it truly was
"Against the God who rules the sky
Re fought with hand uplifted high;

I To@
Despised the mention of His grace
proud to seek a hiding:place."

The whole of this hymn of dear BREWER'S was an especial favourite with
him, its every line being the experience of his soul. He now began to
attend chapel-a Wesleyan one-and, though with them but a few months,
he used to say he never could forget a hymn of CIIARLES WESLEY'S,
which I will here quote in full, as he often did.. And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour's blood?
Died He for me, who caused His
pain?
For me who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die
for me?
" 'Tis mystery all, the Immortal dies;
Who can explore His strange
design?

In vain the first. born seraph tries
To sound the depths of love divine;
'Tis mercy all, let earth adore,
Let angel minds enquire no more.
" He left His Father's throne above,
So free, so infinite, His grace;
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam's helpless race;
'Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For oh, my God, it found out me!

,
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" Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature's
night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray;
I woke, the dungeon flamed with
light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed
Thee.

455

"No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him is mine;
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in l'ighteousness
divine,
Bold I approach the eternal
tbrone,
And claim the crown, through
Christ, my own! "

In a short time, however, the Lord led him to hear the pure truth preached
at Grantham, I think by the late Mr. CHAMllERLAIN, then of Leicester; and
the glorious truths he heard sunk so deep into his soul that he was compelled to come forth from the Wesleyans, and became a regular attendant
under a pure Gospel ministry-a full, free, and finished salvation, "without money and without price," being the delight of his soul. After a time
(I think in June, 1826), he was received as a member into the Church at
Salem Chapel, Leicester, where he afterwards became pastor.
I well recollect his telling me that he enjoyed in his soul a very heaven
upon earth the first time he sat down to the Lord's Supper, and the time
was a blessed time, long to be remembered. Soon after this happy
season his day of adversity came, and he has told me he had nearly
twelve months of sore conflict-crossed in providence, loss upon loss in
his crops and cattle, endured sore bereavements, and was dark and shut
up in his soul until he became a very terror to himself. But by degrees
a little light began to shine again into his soul, and he got a little revival
in his bondage; and, though steeped in the waters of affiiction, with his
soul melted because of trouble, he became meekened, softened, and subdued, viewing the g'ood hand of his God in his affiictions and fiery trials.
At this time he lived at Sheepshead, but left there and went to reside at
a farm at Barkston, in Lincolnshire. In this place he dwelt for several
years, and found a few friends who Llsed to meet on the Lord's day at a
village named Hough. There was soon created a union of heart between
them, and they pressed him to take the chief service in reading and
prayer amongst them, which he did. Nevertheless, he was deeply exercised and tried in many ways, yet the Lord had now blessed him in his
affiictions with such a manifestation of His sovereign love to his soul, that
his eyes could see his Teacher's, and his heart feel that the Lord's hand
was in all things. It was whilst taking the services at Hough that he
opened his barn for the late beloved Rev. GEORGE DOUDNEY and the
present Dl'. DOUDNEY to preach in. He dearly loved both these gracious
men, and as his mind was being exercised about speaking in the name
of the Lord, many letters passed between them respecting tbe matter.
The last, however, from Dl'. DOUDNEY on the subject seems to have broken
his heart and settled the matter by the Doctor's quoting this Scripture, " Is
this thy kindness to thy Friend?" On the very next Lord's day, I believo
it was, he preached what may be called his first sermon at Buckminster,
having previous to this left Barkston, and went to live at Sewstern, a
village close to Buckminster. And now, in the good providence of God,
it was not long before he was led to live at Leicester. He preached in
Salem Chapel. The people heard him gladly; and from that time until
his decease he continued his ministry amongst us. He used to visit
sundry places statedly for years, and preach the Gospel of the everblessed God; an.d as he went into very many parts of the country with
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the glorious Gospel message, so there are numbers of the Lord's people
who can testify that they have heard him to their soul's profit, instruction, and encouragement. His ministry was one of solid sterlin 0" truth,
sound in doctrine, earnest in contention for heartfelt religion, a::d for a
manifestation of the same in life, walk, and conversation.
But I will come to his lCtst days. For some few years he was evidently
declining, and those who noticed him could see that the pins of the
tabernacle were being taken out, and that he was coming down to the
hO'lse appointed for all living. He was very feeble and weak when he
set out on his last preaching tour, and it was during this tour that he
was seized with his last illness. His last sermon was preached at Southwell. He had intended to preach at Everingham, his answer to theit,
invitation being, "Well, I would rather wear out than rust out; " but,
after preaching at Southwell, he was taken so very ill that on the
following morning he took a first-class ticket and came home to
Leicester. His medical adviser was at once sent for, and pronounced
him to be in a precarious state, and gave strict ordet·s for him to be kept
perfectly quiet, whilst we felt satisfied that the desire or his soul was to
lie passive in the Lord's hands, and that he was experiencing the language of his beloved poet, Hal't"Neither lifted up with ail',
Always keeping Chl'iat in view,
Nor dejected to despair;
He will bring us safely through."
On the afternoon of his last Sabbath all earth he became a little
unconscious, and got up from his chair and full. He was asked what
was the matter, and replied, "I want my hat; I shall be too late for
chapel;" the answer evidently showing what his mind was fixed upon.
I think he was spared by our gracious God from much bodily pain and
suffering, and day by day sank gradually and quietly down into the
arms of death. On the last morning of his life his daughter said to
him, "The Lord will take you home," and he said, "Yes, my dear."
She then said, " He will be with you in the valley of the shadow of
death," and, being unable to speak, he pressed her hand. In a few
short hours all was over. The mortal conflict had ceased, and his ransomed spirit took its flight to the realms of glory. Thus passed away
on May 11, 1877, one who was greatly beloved, and proved himself to be
amongst the valiant men of Israel."
I can most emphatically corroborate the foregoing testimony of our
dear brother's call by grace, baving more than once heard it related from
his own lips. Indeed, if my memory would serve me, I could relate
mu(;h more of the Lord's dealings with him; and, amongst other things,
how often, previous to his call by grace, he was preserved from death
through being thrown from horses and kicked by them, thus showing
how the ransomed are preserved in Christ Jesus even from physical
death before being manifested as the ransomed. Close upon our first
interview with each other, which was in March or April, 1864, we took
a full two hours' walk through the fields, and related to each other our
call by grace and the Lord's dealing~ in a way of love and mercy with
us; and a most blessed and delightful time of spiritual communion it
was. Having come to the end of our walk, he eaid to me, "But you
know, after all our mutual conversation, my dear friend, you are a Baptist, and I am not. I do not see baptism, and, therefore, never could
embrace it." I replied, "Well, it is not water, but spiritual fire which
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hnR produced a union of soul between us, through our communion witll
/l'li other; and I /lm dotermined, by the grace of God, that Wlllor shull
not destroy the union it has not created." From that day we lived anu
will ked as J onathan ami David together.
NolV I will record our last intt'l'View together. As I have mentioned
in a letter before, he was doepl,)' interestea in the fact of the Lord having
led me to call for a day of humiliation and prayer, which, bless the Lord,
was largely observed on the lSth of April. On the morning of that day
he preached for me, and the discourse was a sol<.'mll one, descriptive of
the times we live in, the sins of the Church and nation, and the certain
judgments of God relative thereto. On the evening of the same day,
when the services were over, which, at my request, he closed with prayer,
he came into my vestry, and there we parted. 'Vith the usual hearty
shake of the band, he sald, "Farewell, brother, the Lord bless and be
with you, as ITa always has been. I hope we shall meet again." I
said, "Yos, so do I; but I think we shall never meet again here." He
said, " Well, we may, the Lord knows; but, if we do not, I know that
we shall meet again where parting is' not known." This was his last
word to me; and with tear-dimmed eyes he passed from our sight, looking, to my mind, like a shock of corn fully ripe, and simply waiting the
gathering welcome to the heavenly garner. So the sequel proved, for
in twenty-two days from that time he ",\" as safely housed in the Jerusalem
above. He was an honour to the Christian name, wore well in his
Master's service, and is now resting frum his labours in the ineffable
glory of his God. The language of dear BERRIDGE seems seasonable in
concluding these remarks" As one Elijah dies,
True prophet of the Lord,
Let some Elishlt rise
To preach the Gospel word:
And fast as sheep to J eSllS go
1\1ay lambs recruit His fold below."
Such language may well be the prayer of the Church at the present
time, especially if the Holy Ghost would indite it, because then we know
a gracious God would hear it.
Linslade.
JOHN LINDSEY.
"WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS."

*

[A WORD or two will probably give additional interest to the annexed
simple facts. We happened to call at a shop in Bristol, upon a little
matter of business, when, as we stood at the p.ounter, a plain but
decently-dressed middle-aged man entered the shop, and, handing a
book to the widow to whom the business belongs, thanked her and withdrew. 'Ve thought at the moment, "'fhat book seems familiar to us.
Surely it is a copy of 'WAurs AND 'l'AI,KS wrrIT JESUS.''' The poor
man had no sooner withdrawn than the widow (herself well taught of
God, and baving been called to drink deeply of the cup of sorrow) gave
us the outline of the facts, which (at our request) she has since sent us
in writing, as subjoined.
Such proofs of the Lord's having so condescendingly owned our humble
'" Published at Is. by the Book Society, Pateruost€l' Row; or hy W. Mack, Park St., Bristol.
K K
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efforts in regard to that little volume are certainly most refreshing to our
often sad and sorrowing heart with resped to our own personal labours.
We never remember to have had so many testimonies about any little
work we may have issued as that of ",VALICS AND TALKS WITU JESUS;"
and, when wo remember the first thought that suggested the book
(Laving just paid a visit to a sick and dying man, and wishing in print,
as it were, to prolong the conversation we had been holding with him),
we are the more impressed with the simplicity of the means and the
instruments the Lord is pleased to omploy.
"Ve are not without hope that, at the last great day, when the Lord
shall come to make up Hisjewels, there will be ·some who will ascribe
special blessing to have been derived from that little volume. Tho late
Mr. RICHARD DRAKE personally gave away a large number of them, as
well as forwarded copies to oertain institutions ill his neighbourhood, for
the benefit of the inmates. A lady in Leamington furnished us with the
means by which we were enabled to give each of tho attendants at our
Mothers' Meetings (numbering upwards of 150) both a copy of" WALKS
AND TALICS WITH JESU;; " and its companion-volume, "WALKS AND TALICS
WITrr :FELLoW-TnAYELLERS." Anothor kind ftiencl in Sussex likewise
most generously contributed, so that wo were e11abled to furnish a large
number of the employcs upon the railways with copies.
Just as we woro starting by train, a short time since, one of the
officials at the station, thanking us warmly for the books which had been
sent, added that he had had applications all up and down the line for
cc,pies, so great was the interest the men took in them.
'l'hrough the kindness of the friend in Sussex just named, we have
likewise forwarded some two hundred copies of " WALKS AND TALICS
WITH JESUS" to Mr. CHARLES BRIDER, at Salisbury, who, in consequence,
has not only distributed them in the hospital among the sufferers by the
terrible calamity on board the Tl!underer, off Portsmouth, but has dispatched them to various parts of the habitable globe. Who, therefore,
can foresee the good which may aril;1e from this simple means? Moreover,
how can money be better expended than by thus furnishing, in such days
of delusion, suporstition, and pl'iestcl'aft as the present, books in which
the plain answer to the momentous question, " vVhat mllst I do to be
saved?" is doarly antI. ticripturally given? We should rejoice if other
friends would follow the example so nobly set by the late Mr.
RICHARD DRAICE, the lally at Leamington, and the gentleman in Sussex;
and, by their contributions, enable us to extend the circulation of these
works in a yet still wider range.-ED.]
To tlle Editor of tlte Gospel Magaz£ne.
ON several occasions a poor woman had been in tho habit of calling on me,
selling kettle-holders or any little thing she could make to help to gain
a living for herself and husband, who was too delicate to work in the
winter. On hearing fl:om her tho llistrcssod state she was in, I tried to
console her that this was not our plllCO of rest; that there was a bright and
happy bome prepared for us by a kind and loving Saviour. " Ah," she
said, "I have been so wicked, I cauIlot hope to go there."
For some time I lost sight of lIOI·. Ono day, however, a poor man
called on me, and mid, "Are you Mi's. E--?" I said, "Yes." He
sIliol, "My wif.. i~ very ill, and llas tflJil'n to her bed, which tbe doctor
bUJ s ~htJ lI'illlJ!"vcl' leave agaiu."
N'Jt kllO\\"iug who he meant, I asketI.
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him wh? she was, and ~oo~,learnt it was the .poor woman I had bought
those tr~fl()s of. He saId, She wants parhcularly to see yon, as you
spoke klUdly to her. She sent me to ask you to call." I told him I would
a~d I called the next morn.ing. It was a small .miserable-looking room:
WIth only a table, two chairs, and a bed, on whlCh lay this poor womf\U.
She had such a bad cou~h, it was with difficulty she could speak. She
complained of nothing, but said she could not be happy, as she could
not feel her sins were forgiven. I read to her, and called again. I took
with me your book, "VVALI{S AND TALKS WITIT JESUS," and left it with
her for her to read, which I was told she did, over and ove~' again. She
appeared to be much happier. She told me it was a precious book, and
that" Tall.; with S£mon tile Pltarisee" and" How can I, (6 sinner, corne near
to Jesus?" suited her case; and she saiu, "I am not rrfH6id to die now."
We have every reason to believe she died in peace, through the blood of
Ohribt, March 31st. Several visiting friends, and gentlemen her husband
worked for, contributed, and she was buried in Arno's Vale Oemetery the
woek following.
D.

Eo

THE TEAOHERS' ANNUAL TREAT.
BADMINTON, July 10.-·Whilst my young friends &1'e enjoying their walks
through the neighbouring house and grounds, I will avail myself of this
quiet hour to jot down a few thoughts which have presented themselves.
The first is, the speedy recurrence of this our annual excursion. The
flight of time,-perfectly astounds me. That a year should have passed
since our last outing is to me surprising',
The second thought is, How many are missing who accompanied us on
former occasions! :Memory fails to remind me of 11010 many the missing
ones. Suffice it that numerous of our former members are not here
to-day, many of whom are gone the way of all the earth, whilst others
are removed to distant spots, if not to :foreign lands.
A third thought ioJ, How soon one's self will be added to the missing
ones. One cannot but feel this, year by year, and to this thought is
added, the intense desire that one may be permitted to "finish one's
own course with joy."
A fourth thought is, tho recollection that between sixteen and seventeen
years have passed since I once before paid a hasty visit to this place.
The present Bishop of Durham (then Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol)
was upon that occasion opening a school here, and. I came :for the purpose
of consulting his lordship in reference to our church, which he was then
just about to consecrate. ViT eH do I remember my anxiety in connection
with that visit, and the Bishop's kind and cordial bearing, by which my
mind was set at ease. In a few days afterwards the church was consecrated, to the Bishop's very great gratification. How often am I struck,
as I look round upon the congregation, :from time to time, to think how
changed its aspeot! Wbat numbers of the then worshippers are now
numbered with the dead!
But another thought at times presents itself with great force to my
mind: it is, when I look over the signatures in the preacher's book, to see
how many who occasionally ministered in that pulpit are now no more!
Their testimony has been given! Their labours are ended!
This reminds me of another fact. " HAPPY J ORN, THE DYING POLICEMAN" (whose widow and two of hel' sons are of our party to-day), has
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been dead thirteen years this month. It gladdened my heart, on my way
to this place to-day, to hear from his widow's lips that the little account
which has been published of this remarkable man was blessed to the
conversion of an habitual drunkard. The Lord be praised for this so
great a mercy. I believe that the last great day alone will reveal the
use the Lord has made of this dying man's testimony.
The church at Badminton stands hard by the house, and in the centre
of the most picturesque grounds. Just facing it are a nnmber of bAds of
most exquisite flowers, now in full bloom, and giving an air of chastoness and beauty to the scene. It is only, however, for the visitor to step
within the sacred enclosure, and there he fiuds abundance to confirm the
fact that all beneath the sun is transient and merely passing. Upon the
walls anli in nearly every corner and crevice of the building are records
of the various branches of this noble house who have come, tarried here
for a season, and theu gone the way of all the earth. Beneath most
costly-carved figures, and amid numerous devices, are recol'us of deeds of
valour identified with those names which are inscribed 11pon the to llib s.
I was pleased, howevel', to find a prevailing feature in theso records was
the looking to and resting upon JESUS. The wording', moreover, appeared
to me to be something more than that hackneyed, watter-of-course way
which marks too many such records. These appear to me to denote reality-a something deeper and more saving than the mere formal 01' the nominal.
But there was oue thoug"t which specially pressed itself upon my
mind in walking through that church: it was thfl fact of how much the
worshippers hau, by the many tombs and tablets around them, to remind
them of their men mortality! How the inscripti'lDs on those tombs and
tablets would seem to say to them, as with trumpet-tongue, "Be ye also
ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man comech."
And then, as from time to time they come forth from the sanctuary, and
gaze for a moment upon those lovely variegated beds, or glance at these
stately trees, or ivies and shrubs of almost every kind and varied hue,
how well may they heed the significant reminder which echoes, as it
were, from branch to branch and twig to twig, "We all do fade as a
leaf j " "Man that is bom of a woman hath but a short time to live,
and is full of misery. He cometh up, and is cut down like a flower; and
never continueth in one stay."
Whilst my party are courteously shown through the house and grounds,
I jot down these passing thoughts, seated beneath a lovely tree ,whose
wide-spreading branches afford both shade and shelter.
Ah, how
many, doubtless, have sat on this self-same spot, enjoying as I do at this
moment the gentle and refreshing breeze, whose remains now moulder
in vaults hard by. The clock strikes as I write, and seems thereby to
say, "And your time, too, will goon and most surely come." Meanwhile,
o Lord, so teach. one to number one's days as to apply one's heart to
wisdom, and oh, that it may be one's mercy to say., My flesh shall slumber in the gl'Ound
Till the archangel's trump shall sound;
Then burst my bonds with swect surprise,
And in my Saviour's image rise."

After spending a most pleasant day, the journey home was rendered
profitable by the many precious song3 of pl'uise in which all so heartily
joined; and which, in thr:J still hOUl' of evening, afforded spiritual food
for the time being and for after reflection.
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OUR PERILOUS TIMES.

To the Editor

0/
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(RE", xxii. 1-5,)

SIR,-When I wrote to you the other day upon "Whosoever
will," &c., I did Dot notice that you had quoted the passage I'elating to
the" river of the water of life," and" that we should be within an hair'sbreadth 01' so of this day, and this unspeakably glorious state of things,
and yet grovelling as we are and groaning as we do. Alas! alas! that
it should be so ; within a step of heaven, and yet lin~flring and loitering !"
Oh, sir, I am an old man, in my seventy-fifth year. How rejoiced I should
be if I wa::! within that "hair's-breadth" ancl that" step" of such a
glorious state! But, alas! I see things in such a different light that I
feel more cause for melancholy than rejuicing. vVhen I die, if non-elect,
I should have to lie in the grave until that general resurrection and great
judgment day mentioned in Rev. xx. 12-·15; and, as works would not
give me a title to that city which "comes down from God out of heaven"
to a renewed earth, I shall have DO part 01' lot in it. And even if elect,
it will be some thousand years before that glorious city comes to our
earth, and then I consider that both soul and body must be re-united
before they can eat and drink (Luke xxiv. 41-43).
But should it please God to continue me in this time· state a little
longer, I seE' nothing but trouble before me. When I look round upon
the world and see how things are going on, and compare them with the
Scriptures of Truth, I consider that time is carrying us forward to a
dreadful crisis that will make the stontest heart quake; bnt I must refer
to prophecy to show what that crisis will be.
In Daniel vii. we have a prophecy of four great beasts that were to
arise, but the little horn that afterwards comes UP in the fourth, which
was to continue for a time, times, and the dividing of time, is the only
portion we need refer to as concerning us. It is written, "But the judgDlent shall sit, and they shaH take away his dominion, to consume and
to destroy it unto the end."
Now the judgment has sat, and his dominion has been taken away
in 1870, and it is scarcely thought of only as a matter of course, not
considering that it is a landmark to show where we are in Scripture history. Now, if we look at Rev. xiii. 1-10, as referring to the same
power, we find it written, "He that leadeth into captivity shall go into
captivity." This is the period we are now in, for ever since his dominion
has oeen taken away (though free) he considers himself a prisoner. But
there is something else to take place yet, by what follows: "He that
killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword." Then follows in
rotation another beast which is to arise (see same chapter, 11-18). Need
I say, looking at thin~s as are coming on, that this two-horned beast
symbolizes Great Britain, and the image of Popery is plainly to be seen
in tne Established Ohurch, but we have not yet come to its rise or to the
worst, for when it gets the power (and it will have it) it will be worse
th.an Popery ever was. 'When its time is ~xpired, the everlasting Gospel
Will be preached (not the Gospel of the klllgdom, for the number of the
DEAR
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elect will be accomplished under the persecution of the two-hornod beast),
" Saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour
of His judgment is come," &0.
Next follows the fall of Babylon; next, the punishment of those who
"worship the beast, and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead
or in his hand." Next follows the reaping of the earth (Rev. xiv. G-20).
This destruction will take place at the taking of Oonstantinople, and the
Russians will have it.
In the fifteenth chapter is the rejoicing of those who have got the victory
over the beast, his image, mark, and number, and who sing the song of
Moses, the servant of God, and the song' of the Lflmb.
In the sixteenth chapter, we have the judgments of God poured out by
seven vials of His wrath upon the nations; and the first falls upon the
men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped
his image; the second, upon the sea; the third, upon the rivers and fountains of waters; the fourth, upon the sun; the fifth, upon the seat of the
beast; the sixth, upon the river Euphrates, whiclJ. will be destructive to
the remnant of the Turkish nation, that room will be made for the people
of Israel to return to their own lanel; the seventh vial will be poured out
into the air as a general punishment all over the e£trth, and a final punishment upon the armies of all nations at the coming of Ohrist with all the
saints, for the saints will be judges with Ohrist (see 1 001'. vi. 2, 3). The
effects of this vial I will point out in several proplJ.ecies; Zech. xiv., J oel
iii., Ezekiel xxs.viii. and xxxix. vVe find that tho leader of these nations
against the people of Israel will be the Emperor of Russia, for, not content with Oonstantinople, after he has it he will then covet Jerusalem,
and will have all the nations mentioned in his tr£l.in; and compare Rev.
'
xix. 17, 18 with Ezek. xxxix. 17-20.
Next follow, in rotation, the binding of Satan for a thousand years,
while Ohrist and the saints reign over the nationS for the same period;
but, as this is a forbidden subject, for fear of controversy I had better say
nothing more about it to those who practically say, "vVe will not have
this Man to reign over us." Nevertheless, if the Gentiles will not have
Him for their King the Jews will (Ezek. xliii. 7). Well, after Jesus, the
King of the Jews, shall have reigned with the saiOts for a thousand years,
"Satan will be loosed out of his prison, and will go out to deceive the
nations which are in tho four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
gather them to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And
they went up on the breadth of the earth, and coJ1lpassed the camp of the
saints about, and the beloved city; (Ezek. xlviii. 30-35) and fire came
down from God out of heaven, and dev0ured them" (Rev. xx. 7-9). Satan
will then be cast into the lake or firo, where tho beast and false prophet
are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever llnd ever.
Next comes, in rotation, the remrrection of all tile non-elect, from
Adam downwards, and are judged according to their works, and not
according to what tiley have believed j Pagans, or heathen of all kinds
of belief. Mahomedans, and non-elect amongst Ohristian nations will all
be upon a par, with this exception, "that those to whom much is given,
of them the mora will be required."
Paul tells us that there are three rosurrections: "Ohrist, the
first-fruits, afterward they that are Ohrist's at His coming j then
cometh the end," the resurrection and jlldgment just mentioned (Rev.
xx. 12-15).
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Next comes the change in the heaven and renewing of the earth, and
no more ~ea upon it. What length of time that will take God only knowl'.
It will be a renewing and not annihilation, because men will be upon it
when the Holy Uity, the New Jerusalem, comes down from God out of
heaven upon it (see Rev. xxi. 1-5). Now, as regards this city, the New
J el'nsalem, it is essentially Jewish. The names of the gates are after the
twelves tribes of Israel (the same as in Jerusalem during the Millennium;
see Ezek. xlviii. 31-3'1), and in the foundations of the city, the names of
the twelve Apostles of the Lamb. God's chosen people, the Jews, will be the
chief inhabitants of it, together with the elect from amongst the Gentiles,
and they will not be many (see Zech. xiv. 5) ; when the nation of the Jews,
the armies of all the Gentile nations against them, still there will be room
for Christ and all the saints. You may, perhaps, ask or wonder where the
Gentiles are to be. You know the form of the earth and its size, and the
size of the Holy City is given to us; it is a square of 1,658 English miles,
and at a rough guess, about a seventy-second part of the earth's surface.
On the other seventy-one parts of the renewed earth the Gentiles will be
'placed in nations, that is, those found in the "Book of Life" (Rev. xx.
12-15), and are" the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the
light of it" (Rev. xxi. 24), "and thB kings of the earth do bring their
glory and honour unto it" (Rev. xxi. 24-26).
To show that these two last chapters refer only to the final settl~ment
of the human race upon the renewed earth, it is written, " Ho that is
unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still; and he that is righteous, 10t him be righteous still; and he that is
holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward
is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be (no free will
thero). Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in tlirough the gates into the city. :For
without are dogs (Matt. xv. 24--27), and sorcerers, and whoremongers,
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie"
(Rov. xxii. 11, 12, 14, 15).
Dear sir, I have here endeavoured (as far as light is given me) to
show the present state we are in in regard to prophecy, and what is
surely following our present state, and the danger we are in; for, if we
worship tlie beast, or the image of it, or receive his mark, or the number
of his name, we are entirely lost, and shall never see the Holy City, nor
ever eat of the tree or drink o[ the water of life. And what is the penalty
if we do not worship with them? It is this, that without their mark tee
shall not be allowed to buy wl!at we want, or sell what we might have to part
wd!!,. if we rent a house we may be turned out of it, and not be able to
take another, and persecuted to the death (Rev. xiii. 1.'i-18). But in
your, as well as my case, according to age, they will not be able to
shorten our lives many years. May it please God to enable us to stand
and not to fall. You, dear sir, have powerful llleans in your hands in
the GOSl'EL MAGAZINE and OLD JONATHAN.
Warn, warn, warn, the
people of God that they may not be taken by surprise, and so suffer more
severely! And to all others who are not active persecutors, keep in mind
what the Son of God has left on record in l\1"att. xxv. 34-40.
Pray forgive me if I have written too long a letter, but it was my wish
to make the subject as clear as po~sible, knowing the danger of the times.
- I remain, deal' sir, Jour humble servant,
B. HURST.
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Wind's Sermon is really very clevel". It is written for, and printed by,
the boys ill the Banner Road Home for Destitute Children.
Calls to C/ln·st. By the Rev. W. R. NICOLL, M.A. London: MOl'gan
and Scott. -Short revival addresses, containing some striking thoughts,
Little Ray Jtnd her A·iends. By RUTH ELLIOTT. London: Wesleyan
Oonference.·-A capital little book, well written and well expressed. It
is the story of a little waif rescued and brought to a happy home.
The Wrong Train; or, Common Mistakes in Religion.

By the Rev. GEORGE
EVERARD. London: W. Hunt and Co. Pp. 158.
EXCELLENT. Deserves a large circulation. It is printed in good, clear
type, suitable for aged persons, and it clearly refutes many common,
but soul-destroying, mistakes.
TIle Churoh in the Wilderness. Sermons preacherl ill Frame by T. GEORGE
ROOKE. Frome: Selwood; C. J. Sage. London: Simpkin, Marshall,
and. Co. Pp. 334.
TWENTY discourses on the chief incidents of the children of Israel's wanderings in the wilderness. They exhibit a considerable amount of careful preparation and painstaking research. We hoartily commend them.

Barley Loaves. By A. J. J.

With introduction by the Rev. W. CADMAN.
London: William Hunt and Co. Pp. 96.
SHORT poems, breathing a devotional spirit, not aiming at the higher
flights of poetic genius, but expressing many sweet thonghts in 3 homely,
pleasant way. The following is a specimen:"ONLY five barley loaves,
"Ah, faithless hearbl 'Tis true
Two fishes-nothing more.
'rhe Master hath no need
What! shall I offer to the Lord
Of anything- that tholl canst give,
Of such a little store P
The multitudes to feed.
"Only five barley loaves" And yet He deigns to ask
Not even wheaten bread;
A gift, howevel' small;
Through anything that! might give
Thou surely wilt not gmdge Him
Could multitudes be fed P
aught,
"I hear the Master ask,
E'en though it be thine all.
"His love will gladly take
, Huw many loaves have ye P'
I have but for myself; the word
Whate'er thy love doth bring;
Cannot be meant for me.
None evel' heard the Ma.ster say,
"He owns all heaven and earth;
, It is too small a thing.'
And by His power divine
"And when His hand hath blessed
He can supply His creatures' needs
The fishes and the bread,
Without these loaves of mine.
Not only all the multitude,
"They surely are too small
But thou, too, shalt be fed.
To give unto the Lord;
"In glving, thou dost gain
Can He not bring down bread from
Wbat tbou could'st ill afford
heaven
To miss, whatever else thou hadstWith His almighty word?
The blessing of thy Lord."
We have also received :-"The Fireside;" "Briti~h Workwoman;"
" Gospel Standard;" "The Christian;" " Home Words;" &c.

