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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforte,l of Gocl."-2 COR. i. 4.

"THOU HAST HEARD!"
~'And

Jesus lifted up His eyes, and said, Father, I thank Thee
that Thou hast heard Me."-JoHN xi. 41.

"THEN they took away the stone from the place where the
dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up His eyes, and said, Father,
I thank rfhee that Thou hast heard Me. And I knew that
'Thou hearest Me always: but because of the people which
stand by I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast sent
Me."
How condescending and how gracious! First, that He should
make use of creature-instrumentality. Was it necessary that Jesus
should say, "Take ye away the stone"? Dy no means. Its
remaining where it was would have been no barrier to the fulfilment of His loving mercy, Moreover, its removal might afford
clearer proof of the fact that Lazarus was really dead! If His
enemies would concoct such lies as to His ollm resurrection, by
declaring that His disciples ca.me and stole away His body whilst
the soldiers on watch were asleep, what would they not, in like
manner, have said with respect to Lazarus?
Secondly, mark His "thanking the Father that He had haird."
He had first placed Himself as a Suppliant, and then, before there
was the slightest tangible proof of the fact, testified that the
Father "had heard" ! Now, here we have one of the precious
examples of faith, which revels in having been heard and deliverance ensured befoJ'e there 1:S as yet the ve1'iest evidence OJ' demonstration
of the fact.

Reader, do you know anything of this precious mercy in rich
and happy experience? If so, you will admit with us its supernatural power and blessedness. An instance of the kind comes
vividly to our recollection at the moment of writing. It occurred
more than fifty years ago, and very recently we gazed upon the
spot where this most distinguishing mp-rcy was vouchsafed of the
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assumnce of "ha'Cing been heard," and yet at the time there was
not the least tangible sign or token of the fact. The matter
had been one of intense anxiety, all-engrossing- to the mind, not
merely, for months, but even years, through the greater part of
which there was no human encouragement whatever. All a
blank I-a void !-nay, seemingly a positive negative !-and yet,
in the face of all, stimulatecl and prompted to watch and to
pray-to "hope against hope"! At length the crisis came;
and, as that crisis approached, matters assumed a still more
gloomy aspect. The darkness was denser: the death upon the
promise the more marked and unmistakable; and yet, under
these very circumstances, there was the springing up of hopethe prompting to wrestle, to watch, and to wait! It was at
this very juncture, one memorable, never-to-be-forgotten Sabbath
morning, at a very early hour, the Lord so broke in, and so
mercifully and graciously whispered, "It is well," "Stand still,
and see the salvation of the Lord," that we actually sang of
deli'Ce?'ance! We blessed, praised, and adored! At the same
time, as far as appearances were concerned, there was no human
sign or proof whatever that the Lord "!lad herml."
Reader, again we ask, Do you know anything of this experience?
Have you been admitted to an insight of the true character of faith
as the "substance of things lW}JNI for, the et'idence of things not
seen"? Have you personally been privileged, by actual and
happy realization, to understand the blessedness of the secret
mentioned in 2 Chronicles xx., where Jehoshaphat and his people
"appointed singers unto the Lord, that they should praise the
beauty of holiness," and that before a sword was drawn or the din
of battle had commenced?
Oh, how rich and distinguishing this mercy, and how gracious
and condescending of our blessed Lord and Master that He should
leave such a notable example upon record of His pleading and His
praising, ere yet there was the semblance of proof or evidence that
a mighty deliverance was about to be wrought and a glorious
conquest achieved! It is the contemplation of the fact that "the
Lord hath gone out before His people" in this, as well as in a
thousand other respects, that so endears Him to His dear tried and
tempted children.
And we would ask any who have personally follo'lled us in the
foregoing remarks, as to the assurance of deliverance, before there
was any tangible proof of the fact, Were :rou ever disappointed in
regard to any such position? Where there has been the wrestling,
the watching, the waiting-and this, sooner or later, accompanied
with the sweet, soothing, although probably most gentle whisper,
"I have heard "-has not the blessed COXFIR:II.iTIOX followed? Has
not the fact ratified the faith?
Depend upon it, dear reader, were we not such forgetful creatures,
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instance upon instance and example after example would present
themselves, as personally experienced upon those very grounds,
"l!'ather, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me."
Moreover, the acknowledgment under such circumstances brings
glory to the Most High. Not only does it bespeak intercourse
and intimacy with the great and the glorious Unseen, but it is so
practically expressive of confidence in Him, and brings out so
beautifully a-nd so blessedly that precious truth, "And they that
know Thy name will put their trust in Thee;" and, again," Thou
hast knolcn my ~ soul in adversities." This sweetly indicates "the
walking and the talking with Jesus!"
Reader, do you know anything of it? Yea, doubtless, many
of you do in sweet and sacred reality; and how Christ-endearing
are the spots, the times, the circumstances, with which this communion and fellowship are identified! Oh, the freshness and the
power attendant upon the Holy Ghost, as the Remembrancer,
recalling to mind certain states and conditions, trials and affiictions,
in connection with which the Lord was pleased to make bare His
holy arm, and prove Himself in very deed" the God of salvation"the God who heareth and answereth prayer-the God nigh at
hand, and not afar off-the God who is "our Refuge and Strength,
a very present Help in trouble."
How sweetly in accordance with the tenderness and consideration
of His loving heart was the act and the saying of Jesus r
Addressing His Father, He said, "And I knew that Thou hearest.
Me always: but because of the people wltich stand by I said it, that
they may bdiere that Thou hast sent Me." How merciful and how
patient and forbearing this! How in accordance with His previous
statement, "Lazarus is dead, and I am glad for your sakes that.
I was not there, to the intent ye may believe." Hence we see,
so to speak, the painstaking, as well as the patience, of Jesus.
How ready He, at all times, to make allow:mce for the weakness
and the waywardness of His poor frail followers! How perpetuallydid He keep before Him the fact of which He testified at the
very climax of His sufferings, "The spirit indeed is willing, but.
the flesh is weak" !
How consolatory is the thought, beloved reader, that, at all times;
and under all circumstances, "we have not an High Priest that cannot.
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin"!
:Moreover, is there not a something specially blessed in the
consideration of Christ's contact with the last enemy, when we
contemplate the sufferings, the ignominy, the death which awaited
Himself, and with all the gloomy details of which He was, as
the omniscient J ehovah-Jesus, most familiar? In the raising of
J airus' daughter; the restoring to his mother the dead son of the
widow of N ain; His Personal, actual weeping at the tomb of
G G
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Lazarus i how, little by little and step by step, it, as it were,
paves the way for His Personal fulfilment of the long-promised
covenant declaration, "I will ransom them from the power of the
grave i I will redeem them from death: 0 death, I will be thy
plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction i repentance shall be
hid from Mine eyes."
Again, how must this actual contact with death and the grave
have familiarized Jesus with the covenant responsibilities which
awaited Him, as involving that all-important and indispensable
necessity, " Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same, that
through death He might destroy him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who. through fear of
death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
How sweet, we repea;t, is the contemplation of Christ, as thus
Personally familiarizing Himself with death-its prelude and its
surroundings! Moreover, as His own death drew near, that He
should submit to a Personal realization of the recoiling and the
anguish of which His followers would be so much the subjects!
How gracious and how condescending this; so that, afterwards,
they might from time to time appeal to HiLl upon the ground of
10hat He Himself had Pe?'soJlally e~'PerieJleed. How blessed and how
consolatory this !
Reader, be it yours and ours increasingly to test Jesus upon these
very grounds; that, as our fears or our disquietude may arise, in
the anticipation of the last struggle, we may be enabled by the
Spirit to go before Him with the heart-stirring appeals as to what
He Himself had Personally felt and positively undergone with
respect to all the realities of death and the gloominess and
repulsiveness of the grave! And, in proportion, beloved, as we
are enabled to do this, depend upon it we shall realize the satisfaction expressed by the poet" Should death be at hand, I'll fear not undressing,
But cheerfully throw off these garments of clay;
To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing,
Since Jesus to glOl'Y through death led the way."

Again, sang Dr. W ATTS" Why should we tremble to convey
Their bodies to the tomb?
There the deal' flesh of Jesus lay.
Llnd left a long pelf~J,me."

The grave has been pronounced as "the robing-cltamber for
,heaven."
Dear reader, there are few of us, in spite of all our gloomy
forebodings about death and the grave, who would like to enter
the abode of the blessed and the glorified in these poor frail bodies
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of ours, with all the sin and the contamination that cling to them,
even more closely than the ivy to the oak or the mud-walled cottage.
Well might the Apostle, ia connection with his glowing anticipation, "For we know that if our earthly house of' this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens," exclaim, "For in this 1ce
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothecl npon with Olll' hmtse which is
from lzeaven." "Whilst we are at home in the body," he adds, "we
are absentfram the Lord." "We are willing," he says, "to be absent
from the body, and to be pre3ent with the Lord."

Ah! how vast the distinction! And what a thought that the
myriads now around the throne, with the exception of
Enoch and Elijah, have all passed through the ordeal of death,
Jesus Himself being no exception to the universal rule. And how
unspeakably blessert is the contemplation of Christ, as He declared
Himself to the Apostle John, when He laid His right hand upon
him, and said, "Fear not; I am the First and the Last: I am
He that liveth, and u'as dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death."
Beloved, if indulged by the Holy Ghost thus to get a faith's
grip of Ohrist, how fear-assuaging and peace-instilling will be the
effects!
St. Luke's, Bedminstel'.

THE

EDITOR.

(To be continued.)

PRESERVATION.
[Suggested by reading an article in the February number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZnm, signed "K P."]

"Preservecl in Jesus Christ."-JuDE 1.
PRESERVED BY Jesus-His rich grace
Sufficient is in every case;
Amidst the dangers of the way
His love upholds us day by day.
Preserved IN Jesus-for we stand
"Complete in Him" at God's right
hand;
'Twas always so; His chosen sheep
God does in Jesus safely keep.
Preserved THROUGH Jesus-yes, He
pleads
Our cause, and for us intercedes;
Sleaforcl.

His intercession must prevail,
Those whom He loves can never fail.
Preserved FOR Jesus-to the end
That we may serve our heavenly
Friend'
Show forth 'His praise, His wonden
tell,
Who hath redeemed our souls from hell.
Preserved ON Jesus-He the Rock
Of Ages is; though mortals mock
It can't be moved, and safely there
We stand, preserved by His care.
E. C.

ALL the bitters of my cup are under the direction of that Father
who sees things as they shall be, who is educating me and fitting me
for eternity.
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PASSING AND PH,ECIOUS POINTS IN THE HISTORY OF
NEHEMIAH.
"Fm' I was the king's cup-bea1'eT."-NEHEilIIAH i. 1l.
VVE say "passing and precious points," because we do not propose
anything like a studied effort of the details of the life of this servant
of God; b~lt it is in this wise. vVe are just now in the family
gathering, reading the Book of Nehemiah. vVe have done so many
times before, but there are points so increasingly precious to us as we
read, that we are led by the Spirit to give our thoughts thereon just
as they rise or bubble up, and are sealed home upon one's heart. May
the Holy Spirit take them and fit them in to the felt need, and
accompany them with the divine blessing!
" 1 was the king's cup-bearm'." Then, dear man of God, if you lived
in these days, you would indeed be a despised man, for the gospel of
temperance is often placed before the Gospel of the grace of God; and
the thought of a cup-bearer, although not so obnoxious as the cupdrinker, would yet be sufficient to condemn you in the eyes of m2"ny
of those who make temperance their gospel. Not that we would for
a moment despise the theme of temperance; far from it, It is prudent,
it is wise; but, where it is made the "all and in all," and eYerybody
who does not make it so is unchristianizcd, this is what we find fault
with,
"I 11XlS the l~ing's cup-bearer." Yes, the Lord permits His people to
be placed in all manners of positions in their lots in life-positions
which are a matter of trial and distress to them. Nehemiah was" the
king's cup-bearer." Ah! dear servant of God, He. only knew what it
must have cost you to remain in that position, especially if you had
a mind above it. How often has it been the case that men in secular
positions in life have had minds soaring above such positions of toil or
trading! Two cases at the moment OCCllI to us. ROBERT BLOOMFIELD,
the poet. His father, who was a tailor placed him under the care of
an uncle who was a small farmer; but, being too weak and diminutive
for field labour, he was brought up to the trade of a shoemaker. But
mark him during that field labour, as, following the plough, he turned
down a mountain daisy, ancl wrote those well-known lines, "Vi'ee,
modest, crimson-tipped flower," Again, we think of ROBERT BuRxs,
who has been called "the Shakespeare of Scotland," whose intellect
also became manifest when he was at the plough-tail. 'Ve think of
his "Cotter's Saturday Night," descriptive of the humble Christian
gathering his family together for the evening prayers and reading of
the vVord, while his heart yearned not merely for the earthly Sabbath,
but the heavenly "rest which remaineth for the people of God." Many
more instances might be given of men whose minds soared above the
drudgery their secular positions demanded.
"I was the king's cup-beareT." Yes, dear servant of the Lord, and in
that position the welfare of Zion became laid upon thine heart.
N ehemiah was a captive in the king's court, and he tells us that "one
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of his brethren came, and certain men of J udah, and I asked them
concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity,
and concerning Jerusalem." J osephus tells us that Nehemiah heard
some straugers were entering into the city, after a long journey, and
were speaking together in the Hebrew tongue (that is, his own), so
he went to them, and, asking them where they came from, gathered
from them the distressing condition his own people were in, and the
wretched state of the walls of Jerusalem.
From that moment
N ehemiah's love for his kindred and country was stirred within him,
and their condition became the burden of his heart: "I sat down and
wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God
of heaven." And so has it been with many a child of Goel. If not a
" king's cup-bearer," he has been in some position of servitude, and yet
all the while has yearned to do service in the Lord's vineyard, and
to be made a blessing to the people of God.
An instance of this occurs to me in my own experience. Many
years ago, I was wont to turn aside into a small stationer's shop near
the Bull Ring, Birmingham, because IJehind the counter was a most
intelligent and spiritually-minded man, and I always 1ms a gainer by
having a chat with him. 'While in that position he wrote a remarkable
work, known by the title of "Ragg's Creation's Testim6ny to its
God." That work fell into the hands of one of the Bishops of the day,
who was so struck with the intellect and spirituality of the work that
he sought and sent for the Editor, the result being that he was
ordained by that Bishop, and became a minister of the Church of
England. Thus did the printer become the preacher, and the counter
was exchanged for the pulpit. We have for many years lost sight of
Mr. RAGG, but, if he is still living, he would, I am sure, bear
testimony to this fact. And so it is with many, like Nehemiah-they
are standing in the position in life to which they are appointed, but
upon their hearts are their kindred and the welfare of Zion.
" I ~cas the king's cup-bearer." Yes, dear sen-ant of God, there must
have been a fascination in such a position peculiarly agreeable to flesh
and blood. The splendour of a court, and the luxury that surrounded
you, must have formed a great temptation; and yet all this seemed
to have no attraction for thee. IVhy ~ Surely it mnst have been
that grace possessed thy spirit. The life of God was a hidden life
that ruled thine affections and desires. The cellar of wines was
nothing to thee, when celestial things possessed thy spirit.
"I was the king's cup-bearer," yet "I prayed before the God of
heaven." Yes, dear servant of the Lord, although an earthly n1.onarch's
cup-bearer, fulfilling the office of your calling, it was evident that
thou wast a praying man, in constant communion with the court of
heaven and the King of kings. Earth's ties did not prevent heavenly
intercourse. I think we know personally a little of such experience,
and desire to know more-standing in one's lot in life, yet lifted up to
the standing in Christ.
And there was this remarkable and precious character about
Nehemiah's prayers and pleadings. He was sad when he thought of
the difficulties in the way of his doing anything in the matter
laid upon his heart, and yet he yearned to be the instrument in God's
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hands of benefiting his kindred and country; and in this yearning he.
did not talk to man first, but told it all to God, and left Him to soften
man's heart, and work for him. He had not said a word to King.
Artaxerxes abont the matter when he prayed to the God of heaven,
confessing the sins of his people, acknowledging his own unworthiness~
asking for prosperity, and that He would "grant him mercy in the.
sight of this man;" and there he seems to haye left it. The Lord
was to melt the man, while His servant exercised a waiting faith.
Readily might unbeliof have come in here: " vVell, but I am a.
captive, and, only 'the king's cup-bearer.' 'What presumption on my
part to dare to think he wiII heed me, or care a straw what the burden.
of my heart may be!" And methinks that, although this servant of
God had made his burden a matter of prayer at the throne of gl ace,
and had somewhat rolled it upon the Lord, that yet he must have had!
a fluttering heart with regard to the result. He would scarcely be,
human if he had not. He possibly thought, "I have asked the Lord
to deal with the man in such a way that my way may be opened to
accomplish my heart's desire; but, supposing He should order it,
otherwise, what then ~ " Ah! many a Christian is bronght to such.
heart-fluttering and staggering" As some dear scheme
Of his life doth seem
Shivered at once like a broken dream;
While his heart doth reel
Like the ships that feel
A sharp rock grating against the keel."
We say, there can be little doubt that :K ehemiah, althongh he had
in measure rolled his burden upon the Lord, and realized sweet access.
to His presence in prayer, that when he added, "I was the king's.
cup-bearer," and his countenance became sad, that there was the
uprisings of a fear as to the result, especially when he went next intothe king's presence. But, when he did so, how marvellous that the
king should ask that question, "vVhy is thy countenance sad, seeing
thou art not sick ~ this is nothing else but sorrow of heart." "Then,"
said Nehemiah, "I was sore afraid "-an expression which gives proof
of the misgivings of heart we have referred to. vVe have said it wa&
marvellous the king should ask that question. He might with imperial
dignity and haughtiness have disregarded the sadness of the captivecup-bearer's countenance; yet it was not marvellous, when we trace
how the Lord was at work, as we have said, mdting the spirit of the
man, and making him willing to pave the way for the work dear to·
N ehemiah's heart. "I was sore afraid, and said unto the king, Let
the king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when..
the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres,lieth waste, and the gates
thereof are consumed with fire ~ Then the king said unto me, For
what dost thou make request ~ So I prayed to the God of heaven."
Oh, how precious is this constant plying the throne of grace! There.
was the Lord's servant before an earthly monarch in person, but before
the King of kings in spirit. As he framed in his mind the reply to
give to his royal earthly master, he glanced the eye of faith upwards,.
witn a "Lord, help! Lord, give wisdom! "
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Beloved, we do know what such experience means-appealing to ourfellow-man for the thing desired, but all the while appealing to our
heavenly Father to give the blessing-and it is wonderful how theLord works for us, bending the will of men who fear not Him, but
who are made to do that which will benefit His children, and bringglory to His name. "In the light of the king's countenance is life j
and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain." How much more is
the favour of the King of kings! May He "lift up the light of His
countenance upon us, and give us peace."
Turning again to N ehemiah, we read, "And the king said unto me(the queen also sitting by him), For how long shall thy journey be '1'
and when wilt thou return 1 So it pleased the king to send me;and I set him a time." There seems a kindness about this assent of the
king that shows the Lord was overruling the matter j and how thesaddened countenance must have given place to the gladdened smile, as
another glauce upward was given, with secret thankfulness of heart tcy
the Lord: "Bless the Lord! Oh, He is good and merciful!" To know
God-to rest upon His strength-to trust to His guidance amidst the
cares and concerns of daily life-oh, we would not give up such experiencefor all the world calls good or great! Nearness to God, negotiation
with Him, spreading all before the throne, and gaining the help needed-the~e things constitute the joy of the inner life.
However, as with all of us, it is not to be all joy with God's servant.
Trials awaited him. Difficulties were ahead, insurmountable to human
calculation j but, in the strength of the God of Israel, N ehemiah entere(}
upon the work" Re who lets his feelings run
In soft luxurious flow,
Shrinks when hard service must be done,
And faints at every woe."
This was not Nehemiah's case. Pursuing his way, he came to the
governors beyond the river, and gave them the king's letters. And,
when he came to Jerusalem, no false zeal possessed his spirit _; but, acting
prudently, he arose in the night, and a few men with him-le neither,'"
he says, "told I any man what my God had put in my heart to do."
I am afraid there is less of such prudence abroad in our day, and more
false zeal and wildfire than is wholesome and well.
\Vell, after viewing the wall, and telling his fellows of "the good hand
of the Lord which "as upon him," gaining from them the gracious
determination that they would right earnestly assist him in the work,
he told them he was assured that the God of heaven would prospel~
them.. How sweet is this confidence, when we know that we are walking
in the ways of the Lord, and acting according to His will !
But does it not occur to us, dear reader, that altogether it is lliremarkable instance of faith-yea, of strong faith 1 A king's cup-bearer,
a captive, and therefore inevitably fettercd j yet, when the affliction of
his kindred was laid upon his heart, exercising such faith that he lays
the matter before a haughty and imperious monarch, and then goes
forth to the leviathan work of building the wall of Jerusalem, nothing
daunted by the difficulties that abound and the enemies that surround j-_
while, dear reader, you and I possibly are so faithless that the veriest
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trifle affords groundwork for unbelief and a misgiving heart! Surely
we have need to cry, "Lord, give us a Nehemiah's faith! Lord, increase
our faith!"
But such faith must be tried, and Nehemiah cannot be exempted.
It is to be very far from smooth sailing with him, and so it was. He
tells us that, "whtln Sanballat, heard that we builded [or were building]
the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews.
And he spake before his brethren and the army of Samaria, and said,
'What do these feeble Jews 1 will they fortify themselves 1 will they
sacrifice 1 will they make an end in a day 1 will they revive the stones
out of the heaps of the rubbish which are burned 1" And Tobiah the
Ammonite, who was by his side, sneeringly responded, "Even that
which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down their stone
wall." There seemed to be something foolishly absurd in their scoffings,
but it drove Nehemiah again to his stronghold: "Hear, 0 our God;
for we are despised." So built they the half of the wall amidst sighs
and cries, tremblings and triumphs,
.
But faith has to be more sorely tried yet; for, when the conclave
of enemies began to see the progress made, "they were very wroth,
and conspired all of them together to come and to £ght against Jerusalem,
and to hincler it. Nevertheless," says God's servant, "we made our
prayer unto our God, and set a ,..atch against them d~y and night,
Prayer again! Oh, how precious the power, the
because of them."
relief, the comfort of prayer-a door opened in heaYen, through ,..hich
our wants, our praises, and our pleadings ascend to the God of heaHn !
"lVeve1'lheless we made our prayer unto our God."
Precious
" nevertheless"! It seems to imply a turning away from man, and a
turning the face to God. How precious is that expression of the
Psalmist's, "I lift up my soul unto Thee." Yes, we do. It is to the
Lord we appeal again and again; and, in liftir.g up our souls unto
Him, we do realize Him as our covenant God, ever gracious, ever kind,
helping us, guiding us, and directing us in the right way.
Then that word "neve?,theless" seems to mark eamest elevotion to Goel.
My heart is £xed, my heart is fixed upon the throne of grace. I must
have opposition and tribulation, and be dragged down to earth; yet
will I look again towards Thy holy temple.
And then this very precious word "neve1,theless" seems to manifest
(6 eletennimttion to look straight
on, leaving the issues 1vith the Lord, and
this is the best plan in a righteous cause-to work while the enemy
wince, as N ehemiah said, in reply to the crafty invitation of his enemies
to "meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono,"
where he adds, "They thought to do me mischief "-." I am doing a
great work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work cease,
whilst I leave it, and come down to you 1"
And, looking at this "great work" "'hich God's servant is carrying
out, we notice three things he was careful about, namely, the sword,
the shield, and the trumpet. The sword "as to be girded by the side,
the shield to be near at hand, and the trumpet ready to be sounded
at the least alarm. Oh, what need we have, in the battlings with sin
and Satan, of " the sword of the Spirit," the 'iVord of God, that hallowed
weapon which the Master used when dealing with the tempter in the
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wilderness! May it ever be girded by our side, ready for use! What
need we have also of "the shield of faith," with power from above to
place it in such positions as that it shall resist the fiery darts of the
enemy! May it ever be near at hand! And what need we have of
the trumpet of the Gospel, blown with no uncertain sound! May the
Lord give us power to sound the alarm with the vigour of divine
grace, as well as send forth "joy-notes" to the afflicted and wounded
by the way.
But notice further, dear reader, with us, how God multiplied blessings
to His servant, who seemed really to have been (if we may use the
expression) a IJrophetic Mii.ller, for he tells us, "Yea, also I continued
in the work of this wall, neither bought we any land: and all my servants
were gathered thither unto the work. Moreover, there were at my
table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and rulers, beside those that
came unto us from among the heathen that are about us. Now that
which was prepared for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep; also
fo"ls "ere prepared for me, and once in ten days store of all sorts of
wine: yet for all this required not I the bread of the governor, because
the bondage \1-as heavy upon this people." It would seem that this
was faith's taMe spread by the Lord, willing offerings being made in
answer to prayer. Many have said, "\Vhat presumption, this living by
faith, and expecting God to supply the need of many!" Blessed
presumption! hallowed venturing upon the Lord's bounty! Such'
provision and providing cannot be gainsaid. Our Lord set up a faith's
table in the wilderness, exercising His Godhead power in supplying the
necessities of four thousand hungry people from Reven barley loaves
and a few small fishes, leaving His followers to take up of the broken
fragments that remained seven baskets fLl11. And is not our daily ta,ble
a jaith's table, or, at all events, a mercy t{(ble" Marvellonsly has the
Lord sustained and supported and fulfilled His gracious .promises, "Thy
bread shall be given, and thy waters shall be sure; and thy defence
the munitions of rocks;" "Thy shoes shall he iron and brass; anll as
thy days, so shall thy strength be."
But another trial awaited God's serY:mt, coming, as it did, iu the way
of a temptation to flee from his post. Craftily again did his enemies lay
a snare for him, plausibly iuviting him to come to the house of God
within the temple, and shut themselves out, of harm's way. But
N ehemiah saw through their treachery, and boldly and nobly replied,
"And 1 said, Should such a man as I flee ~ and who is there, that,
being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life ~ I will not
go in." Again does he appeal to his God to strengthen and support
him, and cast down and defeat his treacherous enemies.
And then, as well as trying to get Nehemiah to flee from his post,
his enemies charged him with doing what he did in order to get himself into a position of power ancl creature greatness-yea, that his desire
was that he might become "king in J udah." But it was not so; the
charge was utterly false. 'Vhat Nehemiah did was for the glory of
God and the good of His people. Ah! beloved, this should be the
Christian's aim in life-to glorify God, and be of lasting benefit to His
dear people. This has been the desire of the writer's life; and it often
melts him to learn that what he is doing is accompanied by the divine
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acknowledgment and blessing. Precious souls are comforted and encouraged. Nor need we, like Nehemiah, fear our enemies' taunts for a
moment. Unkind words may be said of us, and we must bear the
reproach of the cross; but we can appeal to our God that it is with
singleness of purpose we labour on in our works of faith and love,
earnestly craving His glory; so may we sing" Let fiends and foes and sins assail,
And inbred traitors move;
In Jesus' strength I shall prevail,
And more than conqueror prove."

And this brings us to note God's saint t1'iumphant: "So the wall
was finished." But Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the rest of his enemies
declared it never should be. Ah! beloved, what need we fear 1 "If
God be for us, who can be against us 1" Puny man arrayed against
a powerful God! We may well pity the man, and pride ourselves in
our God. The Christian's course must be a triumphant one.
vVe have here the king's c7bp-beal'el' becoming the Cl'OW1lrWea1"e1'. So shall
it be with every child of God, whatever his lot in life. He will
become triumphant, although death and hell assail, for Omnipotent
power will make him so, and bring him through all that opposes his
course to heaven.
One thought more. In Nehemiah's glorious tri7lrnph his enemies 7Cwe
silenced and put to shame: "And it came to pass, that when all our
enemies heard thereof, and all the heathen that 'l\cre about us saw
these things, they were much cast down in their own eyes: for they
perceived that this work was wrought of our God." Oh, how marked
are J ehovah's silencing-times-w hen, for instance, the Lord overthrew
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea! What a silencing-time when
Christ finished the work of salvation upon the cross, placing thereby
His foot upon Satan's neck, silencing all his accusations, and subduing
his power! ,\That a silencing-time for the followers of our Lord, who.
when tossed upon ruffled billows of care, realize Jesus breaking in
upon them with the word of power, "Peace, be still! " and there is a
great calm. -What a silencing-time when the dear suffering saint, who
has been racked with pain day and night, is bidden, "Come up higher,"
where pain is unknown! Death will bring a gracious and glorious
silencing-time to all God's saints.
Thus have we dwelt upon some of the precious points in N ehemiah'history, jotted down as \\e haye read the Book in our family gatherings, turning many of those points into prayer, as they seem to haye
just fitted into one's soul-exercises, and passing them on to kindred
spirits, with the hope that they will become words in season to them.
We have traced how God blesses the Christian in his lot in life:
"I was the king's cup-bearer," the Lord permitting His people to be
placed in positions in life that are not at all congenial with their
feeliug;;, but which, no doubt, is permitted for an all-wise purpose.
"The lot is cast into the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is of
the Lord." But in such positions the Lord often lays upon their
hearts the burden of the welfare of Zion. In N ehemiah's case, He
opened the way for him to carry out his earnest desire, making an

The Gospel Magazine.

461

Garthly monarch willing to, aid him, and smooth the way for his
faithful servant. "Pleasan1, words are as an honeycomb, :::weet to the
soul, and health to the bones." But Nehemiah did not depend upon
the pleasant words of an earthly king, but constantly resorted to the
throne of grace, the King of kings.
He looked to Him for help,
strength, and guidance; nor did he look in vain. But his work was
not to be carried out without difficulties, trials, and persecutions. No
work for God ever is. Faith must be tried and tested; nevertheless,
the Lord will bring the counsel~ of the enemy to nought.
N ehemiah
also properly used all necessary caution. He was not a presumptuous
man. The sword was to be girded to the side, the shield near at
hand, and the trumpet blown at the least sign of danger. "He that
handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the
Lord, happy is he." But Nehemiah did not depend upon carnal
weapons. His stronghold was prayer unto his God; nor were his
pleadings unanswered. The Lord wonderfully blessed him. From his
work and position, others became dependent upon him for their daily
provision, and he never spread a "faith's t:'tble" in vain. God supplied
the wants of one hundred and fifty Jews and many others. His enemies
tried all they could to get him to leave his post, but unflinchingly he
held on, meeting their false accusations with holy boldness, and working on for the glory of God and the good of His people. Thus did this
servant of the Most High become triumphant. The wall was builded,
.and the cup-bearer became the crown-wearer, and his enemies were put
to shame and silence.
Oh, beloved, these things are left upon record for our comfort and
<encouragement amidst life's battlings and strug~lings, and the Christian's
course is a triumphant one. Their God will bring them through" Nor time nor death can hurG
The objects of His love;
His arm shall every ill averG,
And lead. His saints above."

May we be led more and more to "commit our
and He will bring it to pass."

W~lYS

unto the Lord,

" 'I'rust Him in life and death,
In light and darkness too;
For He who hath redeemed thee faith
He'll bring thee safely through."

G. C.

Bw·ton-on-Trent.
HEART-QUESTIONS.
IiET not soft slumber close your eyes
Before you've recollected thrice
The train of actions through the day:
'Vhere have my feet chose out the
way?
What have I learn where'er I'·ve
been,
Fro:n all I've heard, from all I've seen?

'What know I more that's worth the
knowing?
vVhat have I done that's worth the
doing?
What have I sought that I shou'd
shun?
vVhat duty have I left undone 1
Or into what new follies run 1
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DOUBTS.
"But some doubted."-MATTHEW xxviii. 17.
DOUBTS form an important ingredient in the cup of sorrow the sons of
men have to drink during their sojourn here. No thinking person can
escape the dark valley over which the mists of doubt hang thick. At
times a feeling of uncertainty respecting religion will take possession
of the mind, and many remain long under its dominion, hardly catching
a glimpse of light. It is for those who have been through the obscurity,
and who have reached (again and again) the bright sunshine beyond, to
point out the nature of the gloom, its cause and its cure, for the help,
instruction, encouragement, or warning of those who may still be in the
dismal shades.
The remark with which we hl:ve commenced this paper is universally
true; but it will be understood we are more particularly writing now to
and for" the saints." The state of mind called" doubting" is no new
experience in the history of the Church. The men whose doubts are
recorded in the passage transcribed above were all truo disciples of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The apostate Judas" had gone to his own place,"
and the eleven left were sincere followers and apostles of the Lord.
Indeed, in speaking of them, Jesus had used the tender phrase, "My
brethren" (verse 10). They were necessarily very tried and perplexed,
yet were obedient to their risen Lord's command to go into Galilee, but
it appears they scarcely credited His promise to meet them there, for
even when they saw Him, "some doubted."
The subject of the doubts of God's children is much illustrated in the
interesting narrative of the first meeting of the disciples with their Lord
after His resurrection from the dead.
Before entering into it, it is necessary to premise an observation or
two, in order to pre-vent any wrong inferences being drawn from what
we may afterwards write. In the first place, we would note the rule, that
doubts do not prove spiritual life, though they may accompany it. It is evident
from the narrati ve that doubts may exist in gracious hearts j :md we have
only to look around to see that doubts are surging in fierce unrest in
many a heart quite destitute of divine life. Ten thousand questioning,
respecting his fitness for heaven, preparedness for death, happiness or
safety, as well as respecting the I"ery existence of heaven, and the truth of
divine revelation, &c., may pass through the mind of an unregenerate
man j and assuredly the fearful surmisings of a disturbed conscience "'ill
destroy the peace of him who lives in sin. The conclusion from these
facts is obvious. There are some things, however, ungodly persons may
question the truth of which saints never do, such as the fact of the
corruption of human nature, and the suitability of "the Christ" revealed
in the Bible as the Saviour of the wholly undone.
-.
But we are not now to write about the doubts of an unbeliever, nor
the faith of a believer. The object of our present consideration is-the
doubts that molest the child of God. It is necessary not to overlook the
fact, that t1'1le religion generally begins in doubt. When the light above the
brightness of the sun shone round the persecuting Saul of Tarsus,
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revealing his darkness, he immediately began to call in question (what
before he had taken for granted) the rightness of his course. The inquiry,
" Am I right 1" joined with a doubt about it, is often the commencement
of the enlightening of " the eyes of the understanding" of chosen" vessels
of mercy." Anyway, he must be in a perilous state who can take it for
granted he is right, without sufficient evidence. The case of the
inquirer-and of the established saint, too-is certainly not one of such
carnal security as this. The heir of heaven will be liable to doubts as to
his sonship, &c., all through his pilgrimage, though he may know much
of the blessedness of walking with God in the sunshine of His favour and
presence.
Let those who choose dispute the questian "whether it is right or wrong
for saints to doubt. vVe take ('ur stand on the jact, and humbly offer a
suggestion, that it is hardly ever possible (practically), in dealing with a
case, to take this into consideration.
"Whether doubts be sins-as
undoubtedly those which arise from unbelief are-or infirmities, as those
which spring from ignorance -nothing but the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ can remoye the same. Premising that doubts signify and imply a
state of uncertainty, questioning, suspense, hesitancy, and surmising, we
will try to pursue the subject further, and inquire1. What are the objects of a Christian's doubts 1
2. The cause of them.
3. Their CUTe.
1. In noticing the things concerning which the Chris:'ian has doubts,
and taking the narrative referred to as a guide, we find the disciples
doubted respecting the jCLCts ancZ ci1'C"wnstances that surrounded them.
Jesus had risen from the dead, but the fact seemed to be either too
difficult of accomplishment to be possible, or else too good to be true.
Just such a state ef uncertainty was Peter's when delivered from the
prison--he " wist not that it was tr~e whi~h was done by the angel."
::)ome children of God often questlOn theIr c:Ill by grace, the after
manifestations of His loving-kindness, and their many deliverances, on
the same grounds.
Moreover, though Jesus Himself stood before
them, those doubters did not believe their own eyes-they could not
believe it was Hb. In these latter days the Lord Jesus sometimes appears
to and jor His disciples, yet they question His presence, and remain, like
those of old, in a state of great and painful suspense until He reveals
Himself more cl~ar1y. Then they scarcely knew in what position they
stood. Many had continued to indulge the expectation of seeing the
Master assume the earthly kingdom which pertained to David's Son. We
know their conceptions of Christ's kingdom were very carnal. Instead,
however, of witnessing His exaltation to the throne of David, they had
seen Him arraigned and crucified as a malefactor. "IV'as this the end of
their hopes 1 Had they indeed loved, served, and followed Him in vain 1
He had, it was true, said something about rising again, and they were
soon to know what that saying meant; but meanwhile, till He graciously
made Himself known unto them, they scarcely comprehended either where
they "ere, or WhCLt they were. How could they tell what to think 1 Even
thus, circumstances may sorely puzzle and perplex poor ignorant saints,
who may learn from the description of His mercy to the doubting eleven
the aboundings of His grace and compassion towards such.
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Their doubts further related to Christ's word. He had bidden the two
Marys convey a message from His own lips to the effect that He would meet
them in Galilee. They hardly credited the promise-probably questioned
whether it really came from Jesus at all-though some hope existed that
it would prove true, because they did go to the place He had appointed
them. Faith and unbelief, hopes and fears, are sometimes curiously
mixed up in the minds and hearts of the living family, even when they
are obedient. Many of them, too, fear that the promises brought to
,them by those whom their Lord sends, never came from Him. Then the
apostles not only douhted the word of Christ, but also that of His
messenger. Th~ angel at the sepulchre had delivered to the women the
very same testimony to take to the disciples concerning His meeting
them, which Jesus Himself confirmed (compare verses 7-10). It would
have appeared that in the mouth of two sneh witnesses, the fulfilment
of the promised blessing might ha.,,-e been firmly relied on with
unwavering faith. But no, "some doubted." Nothing short of actual
demonstration would satisfy some of the perplexed" brethren" of Jesus.
'Ye could lay our hands on many now who, like these of old, can scarcely
believe the promise till they see its fulfilmm:t.
Again, when we consider the case in which the eleven apostles were,
we cannot help thinking they were greatly exposed to temptations to
doubt the love and ability of Jesus. The force of events must have
caused many a gloomy suspicion and surmising. Ahoyc all arose the
doubt whether He would ever appear again unto them as in days gone
by. Previous to the manifestation of Himself, they must ha-;e questioned
all the pnst, and had many a doubt as to their present position and
future portion. Faith, at all events, was not in exercise (was to triumph
,over unbelief) in (tU their hearts, for ., some doubted." \'Te must proceed
to notice2. The eause of their doubts. The army of doubts which assaults
a Christian's hope comes from many quarters. Unbelief sends a large
detachment into the field. But what is ~tnbelief 9 This question, as it
ati'ects the child of God, may be answered by another-'What is faith ~
for, whatever faith is, unbelief is its opposite. Therefore, unbelief does
not merely mean lack of faith. Tt is not simply a negative, but also a
positively aetire principIi', which is opposed to faith somewhat as
iollowsFaith is trust in God.
Faith assents to God's 'Yard.
Faith implies confidence.
Faith clings to the Lord.
Faith acquiesces in God's will.
Faith is the life of the soul.
Faith looks upwards.
Faith is joined to love.
Faith comes from above.

U nbelief
Unbelief
U nbelief
Unbelief
Unbelief
Unbelief
unbelief
Unbelief
'Cnbelief

is trust in anything elEe.
cavils at it.
implies distrust.
departs from the Lord.
rebels against God's »ill.
brings death into the soul.
looks do»nwards.
has close affinity mth enmity.
comes from beneath.

That these two principles (faith and unbelief) actually \lork and war
in the hearts of the saints, no saint mll deny; and that unbelief is the
-cause of many of their doubts and fears is obvious from its very nature, as
,delineated above.
Again, the temptations of Satan inject into the mind swarms of

..

...

l

The Gospel Magazine.

465

doubts, which, feeding upon the natural corruptions of the heart, often
multiply apace and grow to a portentous size. Another special cause is
ignorance. Ignorance of God's will leaves room for the encroaching army
to make sad inroads upon one's comfort. It is well to seek for acquaintance
with the will of God. Much of it is revealed to all who will read in the
Scriptures of truth, and more is revealed to the humble soul by the secret
teachings of the Holy Spirit. ,Ve mark how the ignorance and forgetfulness of the disciples had much to do with their sadness and gloom.
Ignorance of Satan's devices, joined to want of watchfulness, likewise leaves
the soul exposed to defeat from attacks which otherwise might have been
successfully resisted. Moreover, carnal j'ectson is a prolific source of doubts.
Once let the eyes of the understanding get off Christ, carnal reason
commences to work, doubts rise, and the soul begins to sink in the seas of
trouble. Sanctified nason is an able handmaid and supporter to faith j
carnalna.son turns faith out of doors and revels in doubts. Faith looks
to Christ, and argues from His ability and willingness to save, that
sah'ation is secure j carnal reason looks to the obstacles, and argues from
the "Weakness of the creature and greatness of the difficulties, that
destruction is imminent and salvation doubtful. Doubts are also born
and bred of confusion. 'When" the peace that passeth all understanding"
It is in
fills the mind, but little room is left for doubts and fears.
proportion as the mind becomes full of confusion these doleful "birds of
the night" begin their dismal din. :M:any things tend to induce confusion
of mind-the hurry and bustle of life, spiritual carelessness, carnal
mindedness, grieving the Spirit by neglecting the Word, the means of
grace, watchfulne3s, &c., or by indulgence in selfishness, censoriousness,
pride, &c. The Lord keep reader and writer in the enjoyment of that
blessed legacy of peace which Jesus left His" little flock." If this sweet
peace has an abiding-place in the heart, no storm will disturb our inward
serenity, shake our confidence, or overthrow our faith. Peacefully may
the soul rest upon the" Rock of Ages" amidst the desolations, destructions, and distractions that abound in the world, the Church, and the flesh.
From this digression we turn to the next and last part of our subject.
3. The Cllre for doubts j how they may be removed, what will relieve
the soul tormented by them, and what means may be used by the
doubting one, are the questions we shall conclude this paper by submitting a few brief hints upon. In doing so, it is our privilege to point the
doubting saint to Jesus, and assure him that relief is only to be obtained
through the Crucified One. Some of the eleven apostles continued
doubting until Jesus" came and spake to them" (verse 18). At the
approach of Jesus foes fly j when He draws near doubts depart. His
visitations are the most effectual means of cure for all kinds of dejection
and depression. It is impossible to indulge in many questionings when
the light of His countenance beams upon the soul j this suffices to "dispel
the darkness from our minds." But Jesus not only drew near to His
disciples, but He "spake to them." His word stills the tempest of
doubt, and allays the raging billows of questionings and cavillings in
which some occasionally fear they will perish irretrievably. There is
" balm in Gilead," and there is a " Good Physician" there, skilful to heal
the infirmities of the saints; but" the Lord will be enquired of by the
house of Israel to do these things for them; " and those who long for His
HH
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appearing will, by prayer and supplication, make their case and their
requests known unto the Lord. 'When the pilgrims were in Doubting
Castle (as John Bunyan represents it), things were coming to an extremity,
and in their distress they continued all night in prayer. Suddenly the
way of escape was revealed to Christian; the hand of faith was strengthened
to use the promise in the bosom or heart; and the promise was a key
which unlocked all doors and let the prisoners forth. It is to be noted
that the promise was not only in the Book, but in Christian's lwaTt,. and
he received strength to use it in ansv;el' to prayeT. Thus beautifully the
Bedfordshire tinker sets forth the way of escape from Giant Despair.
" Prayer can force a passage through
Iron bars and brazen gates."

The Lord does not reject the prayers of His saints in the dark dungeons
<If doubt, even though their foolish wanderings brought them there. How
prone pilgrims are to seek a smoother path for themselves than the one
-their Lord has appointed! Oh, that saints would remember that" byepaths" lead to "Doubting Castle"! However, let us notice how sweetly
the Lord Jesus spoke peace to the troubled doubting hearts of His dear
disciples on the morning of the resurrection, when He sQ,id to them, " All
power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth," and proceeded to show
them the path in which they must travel, and the work He designed for
them to do, in which His presence and power should accompany them"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the ,rorld." How
could they doubt after that?
One is occasionally tempted to ask, g'hy douhts are permitted to mole-st
us 9 lYe haye seen the children of God sometimes get into a doubting
state through their own folly; but, in some cases, doubtless natural
-dispositions have a great deal to do with it; and then we, as creatures, are
prone to run from one extreme to the other, and, in avoiding the Scylla
of presumption and carnal security, are apt to plunge into the Charybdis of
,the Slough of Despond.
There are two things to be sought for by those who have fallen
-therein-first, to strive to get out the right side, the side nearest
the Celestial City; second, to maintain a prayerful spirit. It is sad
when Satan stops the mouth with the mire of doubts, though he can
never succeed in finally doing this, in the case of a real child of God.
In the" Holy IYar" there was one" sally.port" the enemy could never
capture or keep long in possession, namely, "Mouth·gate ;" neither could
Diabolus "stop it up with dirt," as he much desired to do. Kothing
can prevent a groan, a longing, a petition from Man-soul, e,en in the
pit of despondency, reaching the ear and heart of her great High Priest,
Emmanuel. IYhen He, in ansll'er to her prayer, arises for her help,
deliverance is experienced, the whole army of doubts put to rout, and
every unbelieving fear silenced. The presence of Jesus inspires confidence
in the most faint-hearted, and assmes complete vict-ory to the weakest;
the word o£ J'esus instructs the doubting soul how to "maintain the
battle with soldier-like behaviour;" the love of Jesus sustains and
preserves from utterly sinking; and the promise of Jesus, applied with
divine power by the Holy Spirit, actually releases from the darkness,
bondage, and misery of doubts.
Slecifo'rd.
E. C.

'.
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DEW-DROPS.
" As for me, I will behold Thy face in 1'ighieou'sness: I shall be saiiified,
when I awake, with Thy likeness."-PSALlII xvii. 15.
. DAVID is soaring very high in rich and sweet assurance to the time
when he shall behold His Lord face to face, and rest in perfect
satisfaction. But he was not always on the mountain-top. He was
often brought very low, and placed in a very humbling position, to be
taught his own nothingness and God's all-sufficiency. And we, as little
children, are far safer on level ground. God will take us by the hand,
and gently, in His own time, just as we are able, lead us onwards;
then, when He has taught us many hard lessons, which we were so slow
to learn and so unwilling to believe were necessary for ns, we shall byand-bye sweetly contemplate on these things as we near the land of
promise, and exult in the realization of the truth of the promise so soon
to be fulfilled in us. Then, and not till then, shall we rest fully satisfied.
Now, David had a hope beyond his present joys and rejoicings of heart,
and it was this that bore him up through all his trials. 'Ve do well
to examine our hearts, and see ,,-here our joy and hope are centred. Is
it on some treasured and dear object of our earthly love 7 Are we
making too much an idol of some precious gift with which our
covenant God has indulged us 7 Oh, beloved, He is a loving God and
Father, and He gives us mercies innumerable, and wondrous indulgences.
But He will never spoil His children-mark that well; for, 'as soon as
He finds you making too much of that mercy and blessing from an
earthly point of view, He will, in everlasting love and kindness, shatter
your idol, and show you the instability of resting upon anything short of
Him, and teach you in all wisdom thG only source of true dependencethe one thing only secure unto a living child of God. Or is it that you
are content here below, your heart growing cold to the things of God,
and finding greater attractions in grovelling amongst these earthly
trifles 7 Are you settling down as though you were to live to enjoy
this "orId's ease, and careless as to that which is to come 7 You will
assuredly find a thorn in your nest, and plenty of stirring up, if you are
one of God's dear family, They are truly a very erring little flock, but,
blessedly for them, they have a patient and longsuffering God.
But you may be longing and thirsting after righteousness, only found in
your risen and exalted Saviour, and seeking to find and know more of His
beauties, more of His grace, so soon to be consummated in an eternal
weight of glory. Let us look at the home He has prepared for us, then
we shall, have the pathway thither, and finally, Him in whom our
longing souls shall be perfectly satisfied.
The home. I could not give you any idea' of the glories of that home
which eye hath not seen, and I dare not presume. 'Vhen Paul had a
'revelation from on high, and in the spirit was caught up to the third
heaven, there to behold unimaginable glories and hear unspeakable words,
he says, "Whether in the body or whether out of the body I cannot
tell." In our finitude we could not comprehend its beauteous splendour,
its surpassing glory. Like the Queen of Sheba, the beauty of our King
Solomon and His glorious abode, the half is not told us nor comprehensible to us, and wisely so. Our heavenly Father knoweth too
RR2

468

The Gospel Magazine.

well what welk children He has to teach, and what a little we can
grasp at a time. But, as we journey on, He prepares our hearts and
furnishes our minds for the things of that everlasting kingdom till that
time when"In the wonders of His grace
'vVe shall eternn.l glories trace,
As ages roll along."

And how' is this home ours ~ It is made ours by union with our
Head, for where He is, there also shall His members be. Eternal love
designed it our abode, and it is made unto us an eternal inheritance by
the obedience of Christ, who left His Father's throne above, came t()
earth to suffer, bleed, and die for His people, that they might dwell with
Him throughout the countless ages of eternity. It will be heaven,
because Christ is there. It will be our eternal dwelling-place, bccaus~
He will not be separated from His own elecr.
Now let us look at the patlnmy thithe?'. It is "through much tribulation."
To the carnal mind this must seem a strange pathway indeed; but, to
the spiritual, it is a right way, and leads to the city of habitation.
With very little study of our Bible we see plainly that this was the
pathway appointed and gone through by the saints of old. Look at
Abraham and his thorny pathway. He fouJ.:.d thorns cropping up in
every direction, fresh trials awaiting him as each day dawned. But
Abraham was looking forward. His eye of faith "l\as aboye the pathway
to the "city which hath foundations." Look, too, at J acob, David,
Job, Daniel, Jonah, and all the New Testament saints. Their pathway
was" through much tribulation," but did eren one fall by the way ~ No,
not one! There, in that glorious abode to "l\hich they so eagerly
pressed, there are they around the throne "which came out of great.
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamh," there for ever to dwell, and throughout eternity
swell the chorus of those who sing salvation to our God.
"Through much tTibulation." Dangers will beset you behind and before.
Satan, that great enemy, is ever on the look-out for the slightest tripping
or stumbling. In Bunyan's allegory, he shows us how Christian wai:>
beset by Apollyon, who would finally have overthrown him if it had not
have been that Christian had his sword near at hand. ,Vith that sIVord,
which is the mighty Spirit of God, we shall overcome these dangers,
and be able in all confidence to sing, "Rejoice not against me, 0 mine
enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall
be a light unto me." He it is who maketh us more them cOilquero-rs, and
though, like Gad, overcome, as it were, for a time, we shall overcome
at last through our mighty Deliverer.
In riahteousness we are to behold Him. ,Ye could never look face to face
npon our righteous God in Christ Jesus until we stand complete in His
righteousness, ourselves without sin. Oh, beloved, here we have all the
:::ecret of joy unfolded, all this rejoicing of heart in Zion. He in the midst
of her is her Object of delight and desire, and He will ravish the heart,
and cause Zion's sons and daughters to sing as they journey on to those
everlasting heights of glory, never to be removed. Then will they know
Him even as they are known-see Him, their one desire, face to face.
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Y.es, all that has been an hindrance to their spiritual sight cast aside for
eYer now, though never before, called into His glorious presence, for
.ever to dwell with Him, for ever to behold Him, for over to follow
the Lamb whithersoever He goetb, and for ever to rest upon the
glorious conquest of our precious Emillanuel. They will behold His
face in perfect righteousness, and rest satisfied in His image.

R.
THE "PLANT OF RENOWN."
has written many books, as Creation, Providence, Revelation,
&c., in each of which are expressions calculated to raise us in thought
and worship to Him. The Scriptures abound with illustrations from,
and allusions to, the book of Creation, the grell.ter part of which is
emblematical of true godliness. Our subject leads us to consider the
heauty of plants and flowers. What a marvellous and interesting
d.epartment of the material "World! Who can count the number ot'
plants, &c., or even tell us all the names of their different species ~
Yet, their beauty excels their multiplicity; and this is so true that,
when men seek to produce some lovely design, they invariably go to
the vegetable kingdom to study and copy its exquisite forms and colours.
And what a variety there is between the delicate snowdrop and the
mighty oak of centuries! These children of the soil come forth to
proclaim the power and goodness of Him who made nothing in vain,
a.nd everything beautiful in its season.
Then, again, what fragrancy there is in these beautiful creations !
The air is redolent with their perfumes. How grateful to the sense
of weariness and toil and noise among the haunts and homes of men!
Is there anything so refreshing as these beautiful scents created by
our heavenly Father to renew our fainting bodies with aromas so
sweet that language fails to describe 1
The love of flowers and plants is universal. It is true, indeed, that
we sometimes meet with a man so intent upon raking the dust of
the earth, the pelf of gold, that he appears to have no taste for
~~ything . but the attainment of treasures which can never satisfy,
~nd the possession of which is
temporary and uncertain. The
love of flowers is seen in the high and low, the rich and poor.
Thus the lowly cottager adorns his windows and his garden with these
beautiful plants, while the nobleman fills his handsome conservatories
with the most exquisite and choice flowers. And who is there who
would be deprived of the pleasure which the taste for flowers produces 1
Can we ever be truly thankful even for these common gifts, though
they are not of the highest kind 1 We all have need to remember Him
who daily loadeth us with benefits.
A poor woman, who was bed-ridden, and. lived in one room, expressed.
to a Christian visitor how thankful she was that God had given her
.such beautiful flowers. She forgot even her poverty and suffering as
she gazed upon these lovely yet humble plants, and enjoyed their sweet
scents.
In Ezekiel xxxiv. 29, our Lord Jesus Christ is compared to" a Plant
oJ Renozu'n," thus appealing to the natural taste of our human nature.
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Let us consider for a few minutes some of the characteristics of this
divine Plant.
Jesus Christ, as the "Plant of Renown," is a beautiful Plant. 'What
pen can depict His true and perfect beauty? All the beauty of man
is imperfect; everything human has a flaw in it. Man is frail, and
possesses some quality or other which is ugly or odious.
" Sin, like a venomous disease,
Infects our vital blood;
The only balm is sovereign grace,
And the Physician, God."

. What a strange contrast to this is the Lord Jesus! He knew no sin..
He was the only righteous Man that ever lived on this sinful earth.
No other man ever dared to say, "I and My Father are One." He
was perfect, and therefore beautiful. When His enemies wanted to
crucify Him, they were obliged to invent false charges. Even the
officers sent to take Him were compelled to say, "Never man spake as
this Man;" and Pilate was forced to confess, "I find no fault in Him."
But, however much we may exalt His name, we are compelled to say
with Watts" All are to mean too speak His worth,
Too mean to set my Saviour forth."

To the carnal eyes He is but" a root out of a dry ground; there is no
form or comeliness that they should desire Him;" but, to the eyes of
faith, He is "the Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley," for believers
are favoured with a sight of their Lord, so gracious and full of
compassion and gentleness, that they are constrained to say, "He is the
Chiefest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely."
Have we, dear readers, tasted that He is gracious? If so, we can
feel that He is precious, though, at present, we see Him only with
the eye of faith. But the time will surely come when all believers
shall "see Him as He is," while daily their prayer now is" Oh, may I live to reach the place
vVhere He unveils His lovely face;
'Vhere all His beauties you behold,
And sing His name to harps of gold!"

Jesus Christ, the" Plant of Renown," is also a fragrant Plant. There
are some flowers very beautiful, but one thing they lack, and that is,
fragrancy. Spiritual goodness is alone truly sweet, an:! the fountain of
that sweetness is only to be found in this" Plant of Renown," the Lord
Jesus Christ, whose name is as ointment poured forth, so that eYery
believer can say" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."

Do we wish to spread an aroma about our daily life 1 Then we must
be united to Him by a living faith, and then men shall take knowledge
of us that we have been with Jesus, and learned of Him. Do we
wish to be immortalized? It can only be by union to Christ-living
branches in that living Vine. Thus we read, "The righteous shall be
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had in everlasting remembrance;" and, again) "The memory of the
just shall be blessed."
And this perfume shall last throughout
eternity. We know how refreshing are the scents of sweet flowers
when we are warm and fatigued j and so is the Lord Jesus to the
Christian pilgrim, when toiling along the rough and upward road of
the hilly Zion, so that he is enabled to sing" The hill of Zion yields
A thousand sacred sweets,
Before we reach the heavenly fields,
Or walk the golden streets."
A fragrant plant scents the room and the house III which it is
placed; and our Lord Jesus, when He comes to live in a heart or
home, sheds a sweet perfume, not cnly pleasant to the occupiers, but
also to the visitors, who feel that there the Lord is pleased to abide,
causing a fragrancy which is pleasant and beneficial.
This "Plant of Renown " is also a medicinal, or healing Plant. Some
plants are sent for the purpose of healing, but their powers are limited,
so that no plant will cure all diseases, but is limited to a few; but
Jesus Christ, the "Plant of Renown," has never been known to fail in
curing any sinner who came to Him in penitence and faith. Mary
Magdalene, Saul of Tarsus, the dying thief, and o~hers proved that He
was" able to save to the uttermost." He healed the diseases of the body
as no one else had ever done; but that is an inferior thing to healing
the heart and mind and soul. He is the true "balm of Gilead," which
-alone cures all sorrowful, broken-hearted, and sin-sick mortals who come
to Him to be cured of their infirmities. His blood cleanses from all
sin; and what a mighty skill is that by which He cures His people
of the love of sin! No other medicine can accomplish that end. :::lin
is the most terrible chain with which we can be bound. Diville love
alone can snap the links, and make us go free. "If the Son make us
free, we shall be free indeed j " and, without this freedom, we are slaves
of the most degraded kind" To the dear fountain of Thy blood,
Incarnate God, I fly;
Here Jet me wash my spotted soul
From crimes of deepest dye."
Jesus Christ, as the" Plant of Renown," is also an ever-green Plant.
Some plants in the winter appear like mere skeletons. To the eye
they seem to be dead. The flowers and leaves have disappeared, and not
till spring returns, with its warm sun and gentle breezes, are we sure that
they are alive. Jesus is an ever-green, just as beautiful in winter as in
summer; the same all the year rounel. He is the changeless One,
suited to our wants and requirements at all times. He is not only
always alive, but always shows that He is. He never fades, never
alters; and the more we see and know of Him, the more bright and
beautiful ever-green He appears; and, while we are compelled to say of
ourselves"My soul through many changes goes,"
we must say of Him"His love no variation knows."
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Thanks to His great name, believers have a new nature given to
them which resembles His own, as we read in Isaiah Iv. 13: "Instead
of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall
come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off."
This "Plant of Renown" is also a universal Plant. Some plants will
only grow in a particular soil and climate; if introduced to others
they droop and die. Jesus Christ is suited for every clime, every race
and tribe of men, being as suitable for the black as the white, for
India and China as for Lapland and Russia. So we read, "There is
no other name under heaven given among men whereby we must
be saved," and for this simple reason, that "God hath made of one
blood all the nations of the earth j " and all, having a sinful nature,
whether they be poor or rich, learned or unle'1rned, wise or ignorant,
can only be saved by this common salvation, as poor sinners saved by
sovereign grace from first to last" How glorious was the grace
When Christ sustained the stroke!
His life and blood the Shepherd pays
A ransom for the flock."

This Plant will never be superseded, for" there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins." Thus we read, "But this ~Ian, after He had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God j
from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool. For
by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
Some of the so-called wise men of the present day are expecting
another revelatien to set aside the former ones, but all in vain. These
are the last times; and, if we "neglect so great salvation," there is no
other in store for us, but" a certain fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries."
This "Plant of Renown" is likewise a divine and heavenly Plant. All
other plants decay and die j He is the living One" Change and decay in all around I see;
Oh, Thou who changest not, abide with me!"

"Behold, I am alive for evermore," Jesus said to the beloved John,
in the Isle of Patmos. He proved His heavenly nature by His perfection.
He was without fault. He never sinned. He came as a heavenly Plant
to this imperfect and sinful world. How unsuited it was to receive
Him! He" came to His own, and His own received Him not." The very
perfection and holiness of His nature caused the scribes and Pharisees to
persecute Him, and put Him to death. The language He spoke they
could not, would not, understand, for " they were foolishness to them;
they could not know them, because they are spiritually discerned." These
persons were earthly in their lives and wishes. Jesus was heavenly.
He" could say, as none else ever could, "~fy meat is to do the will of
Him that sent Me. I am from above; ye are from beneath." He
was unique. No human voice or pen can ever adequately describe
Him-
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earth, nor seas, nor suns, nor stars,
heaven, His full resemblance bears;
beauties we can never trace
we behold Him face to face."

Dear reader, is this heavenly Plant ours? If so, we have an antidote
for all the ills which flesh is heir to; and, to crown all, an eternal
weight of glory in the world to come, which" eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither hath entered into the heart of man to conceive."
"To you that believe," writes the Apostle, "He is precious;" so that
we can say, "A bundle of myrrh is my Well-Beloved. My Beloved is
unto me as a cluster of camphrre;" yea, "He is the Chiefest among
ten thousand, and altogether lovely."
" Jesus, Thy name is my delight,
My food, my medicine, strength, and light;
The armour I would ever wear,
My pledge of heaven, my glory there."

E. W.
THE HIDING-PLACE.
(ISAIAH

xxxii. 2.)

can be this all-sufficient "Man" but the God-Man, Christ Jesus~
Let us be fully assured of this, and we shall not for a moment question
His (more than) adequate power and vast resources. We have only
to admit His almightiness to at once accord Him the ability of
accomplishing all that is suggested by the figures which God, by the
Prophet, employs in the text.
The first thonghts presenting themselves to us are the ommscwnce
and omnipotence of this glorious "Man." His glance takes in and His
power weighs every circumstance of His people. For all their needs
He makes ample provision. Are they carried hither and thither by
the "wind" of accusation, or temptation, or misgiving 1 Does the
" wind" of scepticism, or distrust, or persecution blow upon their
previously-cherished hope, gladness, love, faith, so that their very
foundation appears to them to be threatened 1 Oh, how precious to
be enabled to reach the never-failing "Hiding-place," Christ, at the
command of whose voice thE> "wind" becomes a calm!
Does the" tempest" of the law belch out its lightnings and thunder
forth its curses upon the newly-awakened spirit, causing it to fear
eternal overwhelming, on account of unpardoned sin and guilt 7 Could
there anywhere be fonnd so complete and secure a "covert" or
refuge as "the Lord our Righteousness" 1-He who has" made an end
of the law to everyone who believeth," and brought in an everlasting
righteousness-not a temporary one, beneath which they may for a
season shelter, and by-and-bye be exposed to all the fury of a
hopeless "tempest" of endless wrath. Oh, no; the law has been
fulfilled and justice appeased by the blessed Substitute's surrender of
Himself, which will never need repetition, and is all-sufficient.
Again, is the soul thirsting for the waters of salvation, and yet
pining "in a dry place," so that the tongue cleaveth to the roof of the
mouth 1 Oh, our Jesus Himself is as "rivers of water," "broad
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rivers and streams"-nay, a very reservoir, so that those who drink shall
never thirst again. They may, and will, long again, and often, but
shall never know the pangs of continuously-unsatisfied thirst.
Lastly, does the pilgrim become tired in the "weary" land ~
Does the heat of fiery trial or wearying service (as it were) dry up
his moisture and make him faint 1 Cheer up, weary brother, fainting
sister! "Come apart and rest awhile" beneath the "shadow of the
great Rock "-nay, in the Rock itself, to the top of which theu shalt,
in due time,- climb, and see the "goodly land"-shalt both "see with
thine eyes" and "go over to possess;" and all because Jesus is the
"Man," the God-Man, the Daysman, the Glory-Man, our incomparable
Lover and Friend! Oh, for grace to "thank God, and take courage"!
Cardiff.
J. P. C.

"EVEN NOW."
[The annexed lines were suggested by reading the leading article in the
June number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.]
" But I know that even now, whatsoeve1' Tho1~ wilt ask (If God, God win
give it Thee,"-JoHN xi. 22.
" EVEN now," SlUce Jesus hath "Even now," when nought of earth
appeared,
availeth,
A light springs up within my
Jesus is my Hope in this distressing
darkened mind;
hour ;
He in the past has oft my spirit He is a Friend indeed, who ne,el'
cheered,
faileth,
Whose sympathies are joined with
He is "too wise to err-too good
to be unkind."
mighty power.
"Even now," amid my gloom and
sadness,
When the stream of creature help
doth fail;
The sight of Jesus turns my grief
to gladness;
His powerful word I know must
yet prevail.

"Even now," sweet words of hope
inspired
By love divine III Martha's
breast;
Bright morning star, it brought, as
she desired
Upon its wings, sweet joy, ancl
peace, and rest.

"Even now," when human friendship's ended,
The last sad office done by loving
hands;
The wail of woe and tears with ours
are blended,
But helpless now in death the
creature stands.

"Even now," in cases most distressing,
Jesus is the same
almighty
Friend,
Who is rich in mercy, love, and
blessing,
Unchangeable His love, and without end.

"Even now," although the earth doth
cover
Our beloved one, in yon gloomy
cell ;
He who said He loved us and our
brother,
Whispers to my spirit,." All is
well,"
Bristol.

"Even now," may these sweet words
enlighten
Some poor soul who is in deep
distress;
Raising hope, and causing faith to
brighten,
Trustlllg Him in providence and
grace.
J. B.
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GOD'S WONDERFUL "VORKS TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN.
" And the Lord sa,id, I have pardoned according to thy word,' but a,~
tndy as 1 live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lorcl."NUIlIBERS xiv. 20, 21.
(Continued from page 426,)

THE last paper on the above subject was occupied with a record of
the disobedience of the children of Israel at the Red Sea; their
rebellion for -want of water in the wilderness of Shur; and their
bitter murmurings between Elim and Sinai, because there was no
bread.- God's miraculous interpositio'l on their behalf in Egypt, and
at the Red Sea; the sweetening of the waters of Marah; and the,
forty years' miraculous supply of manna, suggested and supplied sundry
lessons for the encouragement of "the Israel of God" on their wilderness way, seeing that these things were written, not only for the
admonition, but also for the comfort of those "upon whom the ends
of the world are come." I would now invite the reader's attentiol1o. To the miraculous supply of flesh. See Numbers xi. When God
gave this promise to Moses, we find even this favoured servant of
the Most High staggering at His promise, through the sin of unbelief.
Before referring more particularly to the sacred narra.tive itself, it
will be interesting, and I trust profitable, to glance at a few of the
many occasicns when Moses had seen the power of the Lord's glorious
right hand mig-htily displayed. What a scene of awe-inspiring wonder
was that on Mount Horeb, when he received his divine commission,
and when he saw that great sight, even the bush burning with fire,
and remaining unconsumed ! Alternately, the mysterious Being speaking
to him out of the midst of the burning bush is described in the
chapter (Exod. iii.) as" the Angel of the Lord "-" the LORD," i.e.,
J ehovah-as "God" repeatedly-He proclaims Himself "the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob"-and the" I AM
THAT I AM:." Manifestly, then, beyond the possibiliLy of refutatio,n,
this is no other than the blessed One who declared to the Jews, in
the days of His flesh, "Before Abraham was, I am."
A short digression will, I trust, be pardoned here. Seeing that He
proclaims Himself by this most blessed name, it is His people's
privilege, and even right, thlls to use it in every possible emergency;
for He declares, "This is My name for ever, and this is My memorial
unto all generations" (Exod. iii. 15). How striking and full of comfort
is the language of that great and good man, BISHOP BEVERIDGE, on
this glorious name, "I AM"! Here are the Bishop's own words: "He
sets, as it were, His hand to a blank, that His people may write
under it what they please, that is good for them. As if He should
say, 'Are they weak ~ I am strength. Are they poor ~ I am riches.
Are they in trouble ~ I am comfort. Are they sick ~ I am health.
Are they dying ~ I am life. Have they nothing ~ I am all things.
I am wisdom and power, I am justice and mercy, I am grace and
goodness. I am glory, beauty, holiness, eminency, super-eminency,
perfection, all-sufficiency, eternity, Jehovah, I AM.''' My dear reader,
as God's own Spirit shall give you the ability, use this "blank
cheque" here presented to you. Draw upon this illimitable, inexhaust-
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ible bank of heavenly wealth, by no means forgetting the divine
s-ignatur~, "I AM," which never was, is, or can be possibly dishonoured
when presented by the hand of faith to "His Fath.er and our Father,
to His God and our God." Remember the wonderful ;words He has
Himself caused to be left upon record-" Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it
you" (John xvi. 23).
" Depend on Him, thou canst not fail ;
Make all thy wants and wishes known;
Fear not, His merit must prevail;
Ask what thou wilt, it shall be done."

To return to Moses. The children of Israel had seen the miracles
'Of judgment in Egypt, but Moses was the chief human factor in
bringing them about. God delegated, again and again, His divine
authority to His servant. The terrible plagues came by means of the
-outstretched hand-the uplifted rod-and, with regard to their removal,
let one passage from many suffice: "And Moses went out of the
city from Pharaoh, and spread abroad his hands unto the Lord, and the
thunders and the hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upon the
earth" (Exod. ix. 33). At the borders of the Red Sea he had said,
in the majesty of faith, "Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord;" and then, at the lifting up of the symbol of
divine authority, the wondrous march was made through the depths
of the sea.
Moses had himself drunk of the sweet waters of :JIarab, and he had
been fed with "angels' food" from heaven. Yes, and he knew full
well that the glorious Person with whom he then had to do, and
who was afterwards "God manifest in the flesh," was Himself the
sweetness of those sweet waters, and tbe very sweetness of that
heaven-sent food. And now, from the lips of a Moses, let us listen to
the words of unbelief: "And Moses said, The people, among whom
I am, are six hundred thousand footmen; and Thou hast said, I will
give them flesh, that they may eat a whole month. Shall the flocks
and the herds be slain for them, to suffice them ~ or shall all the
fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them 1 And the
Lord said unto Moses, Is tbe Lord's hand waxed short 1 Thou shalt see
now whether My word shall come to pass unto thee or not" (Xum.
xi. 21-23).
I have dwelt upon this the more particularly, because examples are
abundant in the 'Vord of God, and frequently confirmed in tbe
-experience of His people, that the man who has been enabled by di,ine
strength to perform mighty exploits, through faith, at one time, has
been perfectly helpless and prostrate through unbelief at another.
In reading the chapter, we find the unbeli~f of Moses so strong
that his language at times almost approaches to that of despair; and,
as this experience is by no means exceptional in the varied dealings
of a loving, tender, covenant-keeping God with His people, it would
not be at all surprising should these lines meet the eye of some with
whom God is dealing mysteriously, and who, notwithstanding their
past experience of His never-failing faithfulness, are also on their
part almost ready to relinquish hope for despair.
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Dear reader, there have been, doubtless, joyous times in your past
Christian life, when you have known what it was experimentally to say,
or even to sing" 'Tis sweet on His faithfulness to rest,
·Whose love can never end;
Sweet on His covenant of grace
For all things to depend.
" Sweet, in the confidence of faith,
To trust His firm decrees;
Sweet to lie passive in His hand,
And know no will but His."

But nO"ll, your harp is hung upon the willows-silent. neglected, unstrung.
The songs of the past have given place to sighs and tears. You weep,
not at the waters of Babylon, but at the stream of your real orimaginary woes. You are saying in effect, "My faith is so weak, my
love is so cold, my hopes are so faint, my fears are so formidable,
my heart is so dead, and my corruptions so strong, that my soul is
utterly cast down, and exceedingly disquieted within me. The Word of
God is now a sealed Book. There is no sweetness in the promises j no
liberty of access at the mercy-seat j no answer to prayer. The heavens
are as brass and iron above me, and' He shutteth out my prayer.' My
family affairs are so complicated j my business cares are so overwhelming;
or, as the case may be, my professional engagements are so precarious.
and uncertain, that I am sometimes at my wits' end, and the language
of Moses to the Almighty might almost be adopted as my very own:
'And if Thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray Thee, out of hand, if
I have found favour in Thy sight j and let me not see my wretchedness'" (Num. xi. 15).
My dear friend, in reply to ALL this, "if you have found favourin His sight," I have to Sfl,y to you, from God's own Book, if not in God's
own name, "Is the LORD'S hand waxed short ~ Thou shalt see now
Let me ask
whether His word shall come to pass to thee or not."
you to consider how it might have been with you but for the sovereignty
of the grace and love of God, premising at the same time that any
power of language "IIould be only as a poor poverty-stricken thing to
convey what the writer has in his heart to record. (See note 1).
Instead of entering into the house of God with joy and gladness,
where formerly, under the ministrations of some of God's most
highly.favoured servants, you received into your very soul the doctrines
and the truths of the eternal grace of God, filling you "with joy
unspeakable and full of glory," causing you exultingly to exclaim, "I
sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet
to my taste "-" He brought me to the banqueting-house, and His banner
over me was love "-making spots in the great Metropolis ever memorable
by the manifestations of His love, at times so overpowering that, had
they been of longer continuance, they could scarcely have been enduredrealize, if possible, what the agonizing and soul-harrowing feelings
must have been when, in later days, you would rather have gone into
any place of earthly punishment and disgrace than to have been
compelled to enter into the courts of the Lord! (2).
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Know you anything by happy, heartfelt experience of entering, it
may be, with joy and alacrity into the sacred presence, even "with
boldness into the holiest by the blood of Jesus," there putting God
in remembrance of His "great and exceeding precious promises"reminding Him of the marvellous declarations in His Word of inspiration
concerning the power and the prevalency of prayer-begging Him to
remember such and such a word unto His servant upon which He had
caused you to hope; and, unless egregiously deluded and deceived, there
obtaining wonderful answers to prayer? And has the day ever come
with you when, in attempting to" Approach the spot where spirits blend,
And friend holds fellowship with friend"-

you have started from your knees trembling with affright, pierced
with the thought that "the prayer of the wicked is an abomination
to the Lord"? (3).
My dear Christian friend, by no means do I desire to treat your
troubles lightly. No; a thousand times rather would I be made
instrumental in speaking" a word in season to him that is weary."
But what aTe your trials, compared with such an experience as this?
However highly-favoured you may have been, if you have never
totally lost the blessing, I say, even to you, that you have never
appreciated to the full the sweetness of those gracious promises, " Thou
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night" (Psa. xci. ;); "lInen
thou liest down thou shalt not be afraid; yea, thou shalt lie down, and
thy sleep shall be sweet" (Prov. iii. 2-l). (-l).
I feel morally, if not absolutely, certain you haye never dreaded
more than many a poor culprit has the gallows, the going out into
Goel's air and sunshine, because that God, of whom you were in
mortal terror, was manifestly seen on every hand, in every object
in His creation, and because, apart from any knowledge of "Butler's
Analogy," or any other kindred work, that divine Being, who was
thought to be your enemy, and who was "breaking you with breach
upon breach," was seen perfectly harmonious in all His works and
ways in the kingdom of nature, and providence, and grace, albeit, in
each of those three realms, there are mysteries infinitely beyond the
ken of mortals in this their present time-state.
In a word, imagine, dear reader, if you can, what the fears, the
agonies, the terrors must have been that would constrain you to
say, "I would willingly give all the millions of worlds which the
Son of God has created, and which He still upholds 'by the "l\ord
of His power,' could they have been possessed, and the purchase
have been thus effected, to have been anyone creature on the
face of God's creation, witlwnt a soul to be lost!" (5).
-Without doubt, that was a terrible ordeal through which the
three Hebrew youths were called to pass; but, in the heat of that
fiery furnace, had the fury of the fire been unrestrained, it would
not have been for long-that seven times heated furnace would have
made short work of their earthly existence, and they had strong
confidence in their God.
Had Daniel shared the fate of his persecutors and accusers, and
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been torn in pieces by the hungry, devouring lions, it would have
been only a similar experience to that of many Christians, not long
after the ascension of the Son of God, when the common cry was,
"The Christians to the lions!" And in Daniel's case it was for one
night· only, he being there "because he believed in his God." To cry
"out of the belly of hell," as J onah did, was a blackness of darkness
(If mental, and perhaps of physical, agony that must have been felt
indeed; but it was only for three days and nights, and there was a
gleam of light to gild even the gloom of such a hell as that: "Then
I said, I am cast out of Thy sight; YET I will lo::>k again toward
Thy holy temple" (Jonah ii. 4).
But to have endured "a horror of great darkness," not for one
night only, or for three days and nights, but for well-nigh three years,
without one single ray of heavenly light during that lengthened
period-what does the beloved reader think of such a crucible of trial
as this 7 And now to be contributing to the pages of a God-honoured,
because God-honouring, Magazine! 'Whatever becomes of the poor
writer-whatever may be God's purposes concerning him-he is bound
to ask, with \Iondel' and surprise, notwithstanding the fact that he is,
for the most part, still horribly afraid (6)-" What hath God 1cr01lght?"
Verily the God who restrained the fury of the fire, shut the lions'
mouths, and opened the mouth of the sea-monster, must have been
secretly, yet surely, sustaining him, although such a thought he
absolutely, resolutely, and persistently refused to entertain.
In returning to the inspired history, need it be said that we find
God to have been as good as His word 7 Some of us can more than
surmise what the thoHghts and feelings of Moses were as he saw these
"feathered fowls" lying, thirty-sL'I:: inches high, a whole day's journey,
(In every side, round about their camp! True indeed they could "sing
(If mercy and judgment," for there was a blending of both in the
miracle that was wrought. Still, from God's antecedent and subsequent
dealings with and His promises to Israel, one is driven to the
conclusion, and a blessed conclusion it is, that the judgment pertained
to tIlls life only.
Here, then, we see, beloved, in the history before us, that God's word
again most surely prevailed-that He proved Himself once more what
He ever has been, and ever will be, the promising, the performing,
the covenant-keeping God. "And the Lord said unto Moses, Is the
Lord's hand waxed short 1 Thou shalt see now whether My word
shall come to pass to thee or not."
vVe have in the next place to noticeE. The prodamat'ion of divine panlon: "And the Lord said unto Moses,
1 have pardoned according to thy word." It will be well to observe
under what circumstances this divine pardon was bestowed. Let the
reader turn to the history and read for himself. God had sworn with
an oath to Abraham that He would give the land of Canaan to his
seed in their generation by an everlasting covenant, and that He would
be their God; and this divine promise was again and again confirmed.
It seems that now, humanly speaking, the time had come for their
entrance into the-promised bnd. A man from each tribe was therefore
selected to reconnoitre, and to bring back a full report. This mission ·was
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accomplished, and it was at the time of their return that another fearful
rebellion broke out. In vain did two of the t,~elve spies, Caleb aIJd
Joshua, seek to reassure the people. They proposed to stone them, and
to march back to Egypt. The Lord's wrath is kindled. He proposes to
Moses to disinherit them, and to make of him a mightier nation than
they. Moses brings forth his strong arguments, and he mightily and
conclusively pleads with God. Again the Lord hearkens to the voice
of a man; and then the wondrous declaration is made, "I have
pardoned according to thy word." The circumstances under which this
divine parcTon was given enhance, if it were possible, the blessing
bestowed. And is not this consonant with Goel's dealings in the history
of thousands of His wayward, rebellious, yet chosen ones, in every age ~
Have not our Bunyans, and Newtons, and myriads more, borne testimony
to the blessed, the stupendous fact, that it was at the time of the height
of their daring and rebellion that the Lord met with them, brought
them to His feet, put a cry into their heart for mercy, turned "the
shadow of death into morning," and sent them on their heavenly way
rejoicing in Him 1 The experience of the man who wrote that most
blessed hymn, of which the following verses form a part, is no isolated
experience, although not many are gifted thus to express it,: Against the God who rules the sky
I fought with hand uplifted high;
.Despised the mention of His grace,
Too proud to seek a hiding-place.
" But thus the eternal council ran, Almighty grace, arrest that man! '
I felt the arrows of distress,
And found I had no hidingplace.

"Indignant justice stood in view;
To Sinai's fiery mount I flew;
But justice cried, with frowning
face,
'This mountain is no hiding-place!'
" Ere long, a heavenly voice I heard,
And Mercy's angel form appeared;
She led me on, with placid pace,
To Jesus, as my Hiding-p~ace."

vVe are bound again to note the fact that for this great rebellion
they were chastened of the Lord by not being permitted to enter the
promised land. It may be that one lesson the Lord would have His
manifested children learn from this is, that they cannot with impunity
wilfully rebel and sin against Him. Is not this taught us by His
dealings with Moses and Aaron themselves 1 For stl"iking the rock
instead of speaking to it, as the Lord commanded, and for calling the
people" rebels," they were not allowed to enter that goodly land. Ab !
beloved reader, the LORD may call them "rebels," but He "Ilould not
allow even a Moses or an Aaron to do this. And, although their bones
were to lie bleaching in that "Ililderness, we cannot read the later
history without being assured of His goodness and mercy towards them,
and that they were heirs through hope of the heavenly Canaan above.
What said the Lord to Balaam 1 "Thou shalt not curse the people,
for they are blessed." And what, under divine commission, among;
several other most blessed covenant promises, said that extraordinary man
himselO "Behold, I have received commandment to bless, and He
hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it. He hath not beheld iniquity in
Jacob, neither hath He seen perverseness in Israel." Then surely
this must have been as they were seen in "Jehovah-Tsidkenu," "THE
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS," for Moses declared, in another place,

';
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"Ye have been rebellious against the Lord from the day that I knew
you."
And, beloved reader, what a pardon is that which the Lord bestows!
Let us borrow from the heavenly pages just one figure from the heights
above, and another from the depths beneath.. Even in our own cloudy
atmosphere there are times when not a speck of cloud is seen veiling
the face of the heavens. 'Ve look up, and t~le blue firmament is seen
in one vast, cloudless, spotless expanse. Here, again, we hav(\ strikingly
confirmed what has been already said about the method of God's bestowal
of the illestimable gift. Listen to His Fatherly complaint: "Thou
hast made 11e to serve with thy sins; thou hast wearied Me with thine
iniquities." 'Vhat then ~ "I, even I, am He that blotteth out thy
transgressions for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins"
(Isaiah xliii. 24, 25). Ah! is not this God-like indeed ~ And, again,
" I !wl;e blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions; and, as a cloud,
thy sins: return unto Me, for I have redeemed thee" (Isaiah xliv. 22).
A Christian lady, who had not been previously led to realize the
completeness of di\'ine pardon, remarked to the writer, not very long
ago, that when the \lords, "I hare blotted out," came to her with power,
she could not sleep for very joy.
Some years ago, a friend of the writer was amusing himself on the
beach at Clevedon by seeing a favourite dog enjoy plunging into the
sea after the pebbles he was throwing in. As he was doing this a
ring, a souveni1', I believe, from a departed friend, fell from his finger,
and wa", as he thought, hopelessly lost. On returning home, his
Christian wife, whose remains now lie in the old churchyard at
Clevedon, awaiting a joyful resurrection, proposed tll<tt they should ask
God in prayer that, if it were His \yill, the ring might be found. This
was done, and, in searching among the pebbles the next day-after it
had been covered probably by the returning tide-the lost ring was
seen. In commenting on this simple incident, the \\Titer has before
now remarked that, had his friend been out in mid-oce(tn, and that ring
had fallen oYer the ide of the ship, it would have been irrecoverably
lost! X 0\1, dear reader, hear the word of the Lord: ""Vho is a Goel
like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniqnity, and passeth by the transgression
of the remnant of His heritage ~ He retaineth not His anger for ever,
because He delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, He will have
compassion upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast
all their sins ETO THE DEPTHS OF THE REA" (Micah vii. 18, 19).
And, as there are no degrees of pardon, no degrees of justification,
although many degrees of faith, this glorious covenant blessing is the
inalienable heritage of the very weakest believer, as truly as if he or
she possessed the faith of an Abraham, a Paul, or a beloved John. 'iiI beg the reader to observe, finally,. T/wt this divine pardon came throngh the intercession of a huma.n
1il€diator: "And the Lord said, I have pardoned according to thy word."
I do not transcribe the strong arguments which Moses employed, taking
for granted that the Christian reader will read them again for himself.
It must be particularly and specially enforced that there is nothing
" Readec', ITar:' thiF, for it is a glorious verity.-Sn.
I I
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contingent about the bestowal of this unspeakable gift, although it comes
through the intercession of a Moses, a beloved parent, or any relative
or friend. "Known unto God are all His works "-yes, and all His
covenant purposes-cc from the beginniug of the world." ,\Then the time
for the inestimable blessing draws nigh, He puts a very special cry into
the hearts of His people for its bestowal. As Ur. Hart beautifully and
Scripturally puts it" Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings God designs to give."

He greatly honours the instrumentality of prayer in bringing down
blessings which He had decreed to give from the foundation of the
world. This point may, I think, be illustrated from the sacred page
itself. It was God's revealed word that Hezekiah should die. It .was
His secret pU1pose that He should pray to the Lord for the prolongation
of his life, and the after-message of Isaiah was, "Thus saith the Lord,
I have heard thy prayer, I llave seen thy tears; behold, I will add
unto thy days fifteen years" (Isaiah xxxviii. 1-5). It was God's
p~tblished wonl by J onah to the Ninevites, "Yet forty days and
Nineveh shall be overthrown;" and that man, fresh from the sea and
from the mouth of the sea-monster, thus proclaimed the word of the
Lord. It was God's sw·et 1·esoh'e that the whole city should fast,
and pray and cry mightily to God, and say, ",Yha cau tell if God ,,-ill
turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that we perish
not 7" And a ,,-hole city teas turned to God by the instrumentality
of that petulant, pelTerse, yet eternaily-chosen child!
It was the writer's purpose to have recorded from his 01TIl knowledge
how one family after another, with some of whom, iu each case, he
has been personally acquainted, have been brought to a saving knowledge
of the truth, chiefly through the instrumentality of the supplications of
their reloved parents; but he eannot resist concluding this paper with
a striking instance of and from "Faith's Miracles; or, The Power of
Prayer." The facts m~y be perfectly relied on, for they are recorded
by one of the nine children who were savingly turned to the Lord,
although it is to their conversion I only thus incidentally refer_ The
mother was the eminently Christian wife of a free-thinking, rationalistic
German clergyman, but who was afterwards brought into \Yillin,;
captivity to the obedience of Christ, and who, as his departure drew
nigh, asked one of his godly daughters to whisper in his ear the name
(If Jes~ts, saying that he should want that name to cheer the gloom or
the dark valley. His eud was peace. Beloved reader, lUay we not
truly and verily say"Tongue never spake, ear ne,er heard,
N ever from heart o'erflowed,
A dearer name, a sweeter won),
Than JESUS, Sen of Gael" 1

This father, in earlier years, was greatly oppo~ed to
sons being educated with a view to the Christian ministry.
with firm faith in God, and having a baois for that faith
confidence that it was for the glory of God, persisted.

some of the
The mother,
in the strong
But, in His
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inscrutable providence, there was a failure of the crops more than
once, and for the time her faith was sorely tried. One morning, the
l)ost brought a letter from each of the three schools where the boys
were, requesting immediate payment, the alternative being, their dismissal
from the school. "There," said the husband, throwing the letters across
the table as she entered the study, "look at these, and pay them
with your faith." She rapidly glanced at the dismal bills and letters,
and quietly said, "It is all right j the money shall be paid. The God
whose is the. silver and the gold will not leave me at such a juncture as this;" and afterwards declaring, in her solemn dealings with
Him, that she was willing to be the seconcl to be thns left, but she
could never consent to be the first.
She resorted to a frequented
and secluded spot for prayer, "and continued all night in prayer
to God." On joining the family the next morning, her face beaming
with a wonderful light, her little daughter exclaimed, "·What is it 1
Has :lll angel brought the money 1" "No, my child," was the reply;
"but I am sure that it will come." Almost immediately after, a
message W:B receiyed from the godly village innkeeper, that he
wished to speak with the Fra.u Pastorin. On her reaching the house,
the good man apologized for the obtrusion, but said he had not
been able to sleep during the previous night from thinking of
her, and he thought, possibly, that she might be in want of money.
Pointing to a chest in the private apartment, he said," There are sevbral
hundred gulden" lying there, ,to which you are qnite welcome. If you
are ever able to return them, be it so; if not, pray accept them
as a present from me."
Dear reader, imagine that godly man's surprise on hearing of the
incidents of the past day and night! Taking the rolls of money,
she approached her husband, her face radiant ,,-ith joy, and, laying
a packet on each of the three bills, she said, c. Sce here, and now
say ,,-hether faith in God is a mere empty boast?"
After ano her emergency and delinry, eyery whit as wonderful,
she cried, "ith clasped hands and tears of joy, "Verily, Thon art a
God that hideth Thyself. At one time an innkeeper is Thy paymaster j at another, a king, by the grace of God."
May 31st, 18'2.
WILLIAM SAUNDERS.
(To be continued.)

PASSING NOTES UPON THE FOREGOING.

[1. Yes, dear brother, and one gracious end and purpose the Lord
had in afflicting you was, that yoa shoald record it for the benefit of
others. (See 2 Cor. i. G.)
2. A trial indeed, but all ultimately to redound to the glory of His
own grace, and to prove that the real spiritnal and saving benefits
received in His house were beyond the grasp of the merely natural or
human. Divine they are in their origin, and equally sovereign and
<1i\'ine in the impartation.
3. Depths indeed the.se; but think you, brother, could they be more
strange, mysterious, or distressing than the condition which befel the
patriarch after that marvellous intercourse with J ehovah recorded in
" Al:out 2s. 4d. in English money.
I I

2

!

/
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the fifteenth of Genesis, when" an horror of great darkness fell upon
him" 1 ""Vho can imagine, much less describe, what that" horror of great
darkness " was 1 Moreover, equally futile would it be to attempt to'
explain the anguish of heart of which the prophet Elijah was the
subject, when, immediately upon the wondrous scenes that had been
witnessed upon Mount Carmel, left to his own poor human self, he fled
for his life, sat down under a juniper-tree, and desired for himself that
he might die! Brother, did you ever consider all that was involved in
that request of the prophet 1 Don't you think he was prepared to
forego every hope in God and all the previous blessed prospects of his
eternal inheritance, if so be he could but have been there and then
annihilated 1 Notwithstanding all that J ehovah had done for and
through and by him, don't you think for the time being he treated the
whole as a thing of nought, and wished from his inmost soul he had
never been born 1
4. Ah! brother, if the Psalmist had not been familiar with "the
terror by night," depend upon it he would not have expressed himself as
he did. Mark what he has said in his fifty-fifth Psalm: "My heart is
sore pained within me; and the terrors of death 2,re fallen upon me.
Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me." And how much more was this painful state of things
intensified in the night season! How the great enemy of souls takes
advantage of the darkness to ply his temptations! He knows too well
the weakness and the frailty of our poor fallen nature not to turn it to
account. Of even the literal darkness we read, in reference to the disciples,
" And it was now dark, and J ems was not come to them;" and even the
sailors, in Paul's eventful voyage, "wish-ed for the day." Ah! when to
the temporal is added the spiritual, how intense are the exercises of
the Lord's tried and tempted ones, whilst, in the midst of the darkness
and the gloom, they "look for the morning"!
5. Colonel GARDINER'S was no exceptional case, when it is stated he
envied the dog at his feet, because that dog had no immortal soul.
But what if that envy had been continuous, or at least occasionally
?'epeatecl? Supposing he had been the subject of such feelings after
some of the most blessed, conclusive, and unquestionable of manifestations and assurances of the loving interest, tender care, and special
goodness of a covenant God in Christ, to, for, and on behalf of his
redeemed soul; what then 1 Surely those thus exercised-and rely
upon it there are those-who would, under such circumstances, grasp,
like a. drowning man at a straw, at such a passage as that of Peter:
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: but rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufI'erings j that, when His
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy"
(1 Pet. iv. 12, 13). And, when that glory is revealed, in the lesser
and, more subordinate sense-that is, "when He brings the poor
tempted, sin-burdened, Satan-hunted, and Satan-haunted soul out of
the fire and the flood into the full rays of His bright and blessed
countenance, soothing him with His "It is I: be not afraid!" and the
renewed pledges, "I am thine, and thou art Mine "-such will
produce gladness and joy, the more especially when the tempted but
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now delivered one is brought into contact with a fellow-sufferer, in the
depths and darkness with which he himself had been so long and
painfully familiar, there and then to testify of the love, the tenderness, the patience, and the pon'er of so rich, so great, so glorious a
Defender and Deliverer. Ah! thi., in itself makes amends for all
previous personal sufferings-thus to have been taught in order afterwards to speak "a word in season" to thJ weary and heavy-laden.
6. "Still horribly afraid." Yes; but when the deliverance is complete, that is, when fully restored to that place and service in which
your sonI "delights, then shall those "horrible fears" be either so far
removed, or there shall be such a counteracting power and peace and
blessedness withal, that you shall esteem even those dark fears and
gloomy apprehensions a part and parcel of that Fatherly discipline
by means of which you shall the more freely and satisf:wtorily minister
to the tempted and troubled. Moreover, in that very ministration you
shall experience a compensating sweetness that none but the subject
of it can comprehend, being part of that "secret which is with them
that fear Him." In proof, may we not ask, have Y0U not, dear
brother, realized already a measure of this in the peculiar satisfaction
otnd supernatural blessedness which you have experienced in writing
this very paper and sundry other epistles, notwithstanding all your
dark and gloomy fears and apprehensions ~ This, then, is but the
earnest and forerunner of what awaits you in a yet larger, fuller, and
still more blessed degree.
But now, finally, there are three simple but all-important questions
which we would propose, dear brother, as the summing up of the whole
matter in reference to yourself:1. Notwithstanding the anguished experience of the three to four
last years of which you have spoken-and how great that anguish the
many letters we have received from you during that period can only
give some faint idea-do yon 1'egret it? \'{ould you have it otherwise,
whilst at times, at least, you are privileged to hope and believe that you
will in due time be restored to your happy engagements of speaking
well of the name and spreading the fame of Jesus, the more
especi[l.lly as you consider that that three to four years' experience
shall, by the precious ministry of the Holy Ghost, prove sllch an
essential help and so stimulating a motive to the spread of His great
name and fame ~
2. Althongh, in common with Jonah, you may have gone down, as it
were, into the belly of hell to realize the fact, cOllld you ever so fully
and so emphatically testify that "salvation is of the Lord "-and of the
Lord alone--as now ~
3. In spite of all changes-your hopes and fears-the darkness and
the light--the dread gloom and the occasional gladness-can you not, from
your inmost soul, appeal to the Great Searcher of hearts, and, with
Peter, exclaim, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I
THE EDITOR]
love Thee" ~
OUR true growth is more known by our growing downwards
humility than by all the outward things put tugether.
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"Which were bOl'n, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God " (John i. 13).
" So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that ruuneth, but of God
that showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16).
"Not by might, nor by power, but by :1Iy Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts"
(Zech. iv. 6).
"He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth: and none (;an stay His hand, or say unto Him, vVhat
dae"t Tc,m".<" I.,lh.",. i"". '~"'.)
"My counsel shall stand, and I will do all ~y pleasure" (Isa. xlvi. 10).

TO THE REV. W. SAUNDERS.
My DEAR FRIEND A:.ID BROTHER IN CHRIST,-It has been laid upon
my heart, for some days past, to write to you upon a subject that has
been deeply pressing upon me. This desire has been intensified since
reading your letter to our mutual friend, Mr. G. VV--. My soul was
sweetly bedewed with adoring wonder and holy gratitude and thanksgiving, as I contemplated the Lord's goodness and mercy towards you.
r have shed many tears on your account for years past, in ardent
wrestling and importunity at the throne of grace, especially in the
waking hours of the night. }l ow they are tears of joy, for I believo
that "the Lord is about to do great things for you, whereof 1: am glad."
And now may the Lord the Spirit be pleased to direct me in the
few things I want to say to you.
First, let me remark that I sat down to this letter upon the occasion
of our teac~lers' annual outing. 'Whilst they were dispersed upon the
cliffs and the beach of this picturesque spot, I thought I would seek
to have a little communion with you by means of the pen.
You can readily imagine how not merely the recurrence of one of
these annual excursions brought you to my recollection, inasmuch as
both you and your long-sainted helper, the Rev. VV. OLARK, have
Gometimes joiued us upon these interesting occasions, but Clevedon, of
all places, has it;; associations wh;ch must always retain a special
hold upon onr hearts, on account of the dear friends whose names
and hospitality must ever be identified with this place. But there i~
another fact that presses itself upon my mind at the present moment.
. Directly opposite to the room where I sat down to write this letter
is the church for the services of which you and I, some years ago,
became responsible for several Sundays in succession. There ,ye b,)lh
ministered, during the interval of the change of incumbency. '''hat,
therefore, has solemnized my mind is the fact, that he on whos"
account we undertook the duty, and who ministered for so many years
in this church, has since been called to his great account j yea, and
that his successor, the present Incumbent, has had, during his COltJparatively short residence here, to part with two Hry near 311(1
dear to him-first, his beloved wife, the mother of hi~ many little
ones j and next, his dear father, the late Dr. FORDES.
Oh, my dear brother, how these facts stamp vanity and uncertainty
and ceaseless change upon all things here! Hence, in these my
advanced years, and with my present declining and most variab:e
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health, I am the more anxious to set before you what has been
so pressing upon my own heart and conscience.
I may be wrong in my conclusions, but I cannot be indifferent to
the deep impression that my tarry here is but short, and that my
little work is nearly done. Hence I desire, with the utmost tenderness and affection, to lay before you the prevailing feelings of my
mind at the present time. Perhaps this desire has been intensified,
in consequence of my eye dropping upon the, words of the blessed
Master, as I opened just now the precious Book: "I must work the
works of Him that sent LVIe, while it is day; the night cmneth, when no
man mn ~uork."
"'IVell, then, dear brother, my strong belief and impression is this,
that the Lord is about to bring you forth-and that speedily-from the
horrible pit and miry clay with which for the most part, during the
last four years, you have been so painfnlly-yea, agonizingly-familiar;
and that you are to stand forth as His witness to the people, with a
power-a savour-a preciousness-a satisfaction-far, far exceeding even
all that you had ever aforetime experienced.
My full belief is, that the Lord has put you into a furnace, heated
apparently seven times more than it was wont to be heated, on
purpose, not merely that you should prove personally and experimentally how the Lord can support and sustain iu the almost total
absence of every gleam of hope and ray of sunshine-yea, even upon
the verge apparently of absolute destruction and black .and irremediable despair-but how, at the same time, He can teach lessons and
impart instruction that, in after days, shall prove of incalculable
advantage and eternal benefit to those to whom from time to time
you shall be called to minister.
~ ow, my brother, need I remind you that the last days have
undoubtedly fallen upon us 1 And is it not equally unnec')ssary that
I should call your attention to the fact, that the various pursuits and
practices of the times all tend to ratify and confirm the delusive
and treacherous character of the days in which we live 1 I believe,
f<I'om my inmost soul, that "the devil is come down [as is foretold
in the twelfth of the RevelationJ, having' great wrath, because he
knoweth that he hath but a short time." In the exercise of a widespread J esuitism, he is assuming the garb of religion, under various
forms and devices. In numberless ways he is addressing himself to
the senses, and by subtlety and sophistry, in manifold forms, exercising
his counterfeit so-called religion. What said the Master 1 "There
shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall show great signs
and wonders: insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect."
Now, I ask, what can be more misleading or deceptive than much
that characterizes the proceedings of the present times 1 When we
see influences brought to bear upon even the masses by which
apparently the most radical and seemingly-desirable and praiseworthy changes are effected, it is enough to deceive. The drunkard
becomes a sober man; the immor3,1 man chaste; the heartless
husband and tyrannical father a lover of his home and his family;
the despiser of the house of God 3, regular attendant 3,nd
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apparently a devout worshipper. All these things seem to justify
the belief that the work is real-the change genuine. "By their
fruits ye shall know them," said Jesus. These would seem to be
the fruits, and good fruits, too. They appear most conclusively to
endorse the statement, "If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away, and behold, all things are
become new." 'What, apparently, can more ratify and confirm these
verities than these most marked, undoubted, indisputable changes in
these boasted converts of the so-called" Salvation" and other" armies" 1
But oh, my dear friend and brother, is there not, nevertheless, the
plainest and most undoubted declaration that Satan" transforms himself
into an angel of light," as well as "goes about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour" 1
The changes of which I have spoken, in and of themselves, are
all very well, and God forbid that we should undervalue them; but you
'Yell know, dear brother, that "1'efo1"mation" is one thing, but
"1'egenemtion" is quite another. Saul had "another heart," and, under
the influence of that" other heart," what great things be did! Up to
a certain period, had we lived, who of us would for one moment
have imagined that Saul, " among the prophets" as he was, was other
than a real-a genuine-convert 1 But ah! God's thoughts are one thing,
man's thoughts quite another. That" other heart" of Saul proved a
very, very different thing to the "new hem:t" which the Psalmist
possessed, and which the Lord has pledged Himself to bestolV upon
all His redeemed and divinely-quickened ones.
Now, here is the all-important question, and it is this that I desire
to impress upon you, my dear brother, in connection with your future
ministrations especially. Upon what is this recent and greatly-boasted
movement grounded 1 Is it upon real, Scriptural, and undoubted truth 1
I say-and that most emphatically-no! It is based in the creature! It
begins in the flesh; it is carried on in the flesh; and, unless divine grace
and power interfere, it -will end in the flesh. The Holy Ghost, it is
true, is spoken of and referred to, but only in the most superficial and
pretentious way. In spite of reference to Him, man is appealed tothe creature is reasoned with-the flesh is exhorted in various ways
and by sundry devices to exercise a latent and an inherent power tbe
which it possesses not. Under the subtle artifices of the great adversary,
a certain, so to speak, apparent spiritual magnetic power is brought
to bear upon the spiritually dead, beneath the influence of which,
automaton-like, he exercises spontaneously this seemingly new and
effective supernatural power; but depend upon it, dear brother, it will
~ prove, in the sequel, to be like those who folbwed the ~Iaster for the
loaves and fishes, who cried "Hosanna!" to-day, and" Crucify Him!
Crucify Him!" to-morrow; or like him that "received the seed into
stony places," who" heard the VVord, and anon with joy 1'eceired it;" but,
alas! alas! having "no root in himself, but dureth for a while; for
when tribulation or persecution ariseth, because of the IVord, by and
by he is offended." I always have a dread, and look most suspiciously
upon those who, at the very first start, and without any previous conflict,
"1'eceire the Word with joy." I have only to appeal to your own
experience. Was it so with you 1 Let Yeovil and London, with its deep
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exercises and intense anxiety, answer the question. Is there no "sowing
in tears" 1 Then there shall be no "reaping in joy." No" going forth
weeping, bearing precious seed" 1 Then the "doubtless coming again
rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with them," does not apply. Oh, no;
but, in the grand and glorious scheme of salvation, the old beaten track
to the kingdom will prove to be as the poet has expressed it" We are travelling home to God
By the way our fathers trod;
They are happy now, and we
Soon their happiness shall see."
Now, you are aware, dear brother, that uniformly I hitve endeavoured,
both in preaching and writing, to act upon the blessed JOHN NEWTON'S
principle-" Fill the bushel with wheat, and there will be no room
for the chaff." In other words, I delight to dwell upon the positives
rather than the negatives of the ",Vord-upon what the Gospel is and
does, instead of what it is not nor cloes not. But, under present circumstances, I am bound to deviate from this course. I feel, at the
present juncture, we are called upon to protest against error, as well
as to publish or proclaim truth.
In my former parish, which was a large mining district, there were
certain shafts or pits which had fallen into disuse, round which there
was no protection. Hence I used to contend that the authorities were
at fault for not shielding the passer-by from being precipitated into
these old pits, either by a fence, or a prominent board notifying the
danger. Upon this principle, therefore, I consider that, in the present
most excitable times, it behoves every servant of God, with the real
love of souls and their Lord and Master's honour at heart, to seek to
caution as well as connsel their poor fellow-sinners, lest they be captivated
and ensnared by the many dangerous and destructive influences with
which the day abounds.
The longer I live, the more deeply imbued is my mind with the conviction that the name and fame of J ehovah of Hosts ought to be the
first and foremost consideration upon the part of every professed servant
of His. All and everything ought to give way to this. The standard
of our teaching and exhortations should invariably be, "How will this
bear upon the character of my God1 In what way will His wisdom,
His love, His justice, His authority, government, and dominion be
recognized and advocated by what I say or do 1 " In proportion as
a holy jealousy for God and truth prompts and stimulates us, shall. we
realize the fulfilment of the Lord's words, "Them that honour Me I will
honour."
Such a course may subject us to the cens~we rather than the approval of
our fellow-men. ",Ve shall be deemed captious and critical, bigoted and
narrow-minded, the followers of a bygone period, and not up to the
requirements of the present enlightened age; but, my dear brother, I
need not remind you that all such arguments and reasonings are of the
flesh. They clash with the holy determination of a Micaiah, "As the
Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak."
",Vith regard to the much-talked-of movements of the present
day-the all-engrossing subject of the so-called "Salvation Army"upon what is it founded 1 Professedly love for immortal souls. But

490

The Gospel Magazine.

what is its basis of action 7 How far has it Scripture warrant for its
principles and practices 7 This is an all-important consideration. IVell,
now, withont going into details, I will simply quote from a book entitled,
Holy LiV'ing " 01', fVhat the Salv(ttion A1'my Teaches (tbmd Sanctification.
By THE GENERAL.;;' In the short Introduction or Preface, it is stated,
" This handbook is an enlargement of one section of the small catechism
we put, some time ago, into the hands of our cadets. It is, therefore,
written only to express, in thB simplest possible way, a few of the
most important truths which Me to bc j01'ce(l 1t]Jon the workl by 0111'
Soldien."
Here is the basis of the so-called truths, ill the first question
and answer given III this handbook or guide to the Salvation Army
instruction :"Question. What does the Army teach on the subject of entire sanctification 7
"AnS1CC1'. That a man may be delivered from (tU sin, and enabled to do
the will of God continually in this life."
I might multiply quotations to the same effect, but this shall suffice.
And now I ask, dear brother, can anything be more unscriptural 7
Can ought be more in direct contradiction to the experience of
Bible saints, and the every child of God that has lived since the Apostles'
days 7 Fne {1'om sin? 'Vhy, how large a proportion of the Psalms consists in earnest pleaditlgs-yea, in eries and groans-for mercy! How
different the false fire of the many who, in connection with the so-called
"Salvation Army," are now ayowing themselves "Icithout sin," to the
testimony of blessed Bishop BEVERIDGE, ,,,ho said, "I do not only
betray the inbred yenom of my heart by poisoning my common actions,
but even my most religious performances also, with sin. I cannot pray
but I sin; I cannot hear or preach a sermon but I sin; I cannot give an
alms or receive the Sacrament but I sin; nay, I cannot so much as confess
my sins, but my very confessions are still aggravations of them. My
repentance needs to be repented of, my tears want washing, and the
very washing of my tears needs still to be washed over again with the
blood of my Redeemer. Thus, not only the worst of my sins, hut even
the best of my duties, speak me a child of Adam j insomuch that,
whensoeyer I reflect upon my past actions, methinks I cannot but look
back upon my "'hole life, from the time of my conception to this very
moment, to be but as one continued act of sin."
How marked, I repeat, the distinction between this testim0l1y and
the many misguided men who, under an excited and most deceptive
and destructive influence, are avo\"ing themselves sinless! I believe,
dear brother, that the experience of the last four years, preceded as it
was by the many years you had known and followed the Lord, will
prompt; you to unite with the ~pirit-taught children of the li\-ing God
to protest, and that in the most earnest and emphatic \ray, against such
subtle, 11l1scl'iptural, most destructiye dogmas. And it is tl1is that I have
so much in view in thus addressing you at the present time. As in my
recent letter I remarked that I believed 011e purpose the Lord had in
view in afflicting you, as He has of late years done, was to prove how,
.. London: Salvation Army nook Store" 101, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.
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in the depths of your anguish, there was the strictest confidence in and
reverence for the ,Y ord of God; so, in like manner, it is deeply impressed
upon my heart that the Lord has been dealing with you in a marked and
special way, in order that, in His own good time, you should come
forth with the greater boldness, zeal, and singleness of purpose, in
vindication of the creature-humbling but God-glorifying doctrines of
grace!
Methinks I already foresee you testifying, with a holy fervour and
intense earne.stness, against all and everything that concedes to the
creatme what belongs wholly and solely to the Lord!
In proof of to what such false teaching as that I have quoted leads, the
Chrdian for June 15th contains the second portion of an address by Mrs.
BOOTH, the wife of the so-called" General." Speaking of a certain service
for children, in which she believed there were three hundred at the
penitent form, she says, " I thmtght the Lorel JeS1tS mnst be literally laughing
with joy our this scene." If this be not blasphemy, I know not what is.
At a recent meeting, the speaker-a most popular preacher-is reported
as "pointing out simply and earnE'stly how a man might trust the
Saviour by taking Him at His word, and begged any not doing so to
begin that night. He said it was a matter of the will-a man may will
to be saved, or be lost; but at the time the Holy Spirit 1ms so working in
their midst that he felt sW'e it was jar easier to accept salvation than to
refuse."
Now here, dear brother, is a specimen of the sayings and doings
of the day in which we live. What say you to them? I believe
your soul will rise in righteous indignation against all such unscriptural, God-dishonouring, fiesh-pleasing statements.
In the full belief, therefore, that the Lord is about to restore
you to your loved employ, and to privilege you again to occupy
your own pulpit, earnestly and ardently I pray that the Holy
Ghost may so stand by you, and so fortify you with the vivid
remembrance of the great nrities He has so burnt into your
inmost soul, by the bitter, the agonizing, ordeal through which,
during the last four year,;; especially, you have been called to pas~,
that you may more stedfastly-more immoveably-be enabled to
"dE'clare the whole counsel of God." I pray Him that He would
grilnt you to go forth, from time to time, with a "THUS SAITH
THE LORD!"
I believe that, in proportion as you are thus indulged and
emboldened by the Holy Ghost, you will experience a sweetness, a.
blessedness, a power, in the Yery act and attitude of ministering, that
shall cause you at the very moment to realize what the patriarch
did at Bethel, when he exclaimed, "Surely the Lord is in this
place: . . . this is none other than the house of God, and this is the
gate of heaven."
That such may be the case is the fervent desire and hearty
Your sympathizing friend and brother,
prayer of
THE EDITOR.
ADDE:\DA.-l\1y letter, dear brother, has extended far beyond what 1
had purposed; and, since I dispatched it, I have been wonderin~
whether I made myself perfectly clear in what I have said. Should I
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not have done so, allow me to add, by way of summary, that what I
was anxious to express was-my deep conviction that, as the Lord
saw fit to afflict you for the purpose, amid all your intense anguish, of
strictly adhering to the fdlest and most immo'Ceable beZief in the veracity of
His Word, even tlz01lgh that Wm'd, in the midst of your conflict, seemed to
aim its deadly shafts against you,. so, ill like manner, the Lord has been
deepening and intensIfying YO?lr men personal bwuledge of the sinfulness,
the craftiness, and the hostility agCl'inst all that is good of O1lr poor fallen
nat1lTe. Hence I conceive that the line of discipline to which the Lord
has been slibjecting you has been for the express purpose of making
you still more "steadfast and 1ln7iloveable" in your ad'CoCClcy and defence
of the grand covenant 'Cerities embodied in the se'Ceral portions of His holy
W m'd adopted, by 1cay of motto, mul as foundation truths, in the heading of
this letter.
When the Lord is pleased again to bring you forth, in His great
and ever-adorable name, you will have, I conceive, to grapple with error
and delusion as having assumed a new and more formidable phase
since the Lord saw fit to lay you aside. For the bold, fem'less, and
energetic protest clgainst e7"1'm', and the p7'oclamation of the tmtIL as it is in
Jesus, I believe the Lord has been preparing you, in the special way
and manner in which He has of late dealt with you.
'With respect to the subtleties and the sophistries of the age in
which we live, I don't think I can do better than quote the remarks
made in a sermon to which my attention has been called since I posted
my letter. Mr. SPURGEON states, in this sermon, preached so receJltly
as Sunday, May 7th, under the title of "Healed or Deluded? Which? "
(from Jer. viii. 11, and Jer. xvii. 14), "We are perilously likely to rest
satisfied with a slight healing, and by this means to miss the great and
complete salvation which comes from God alone. I wish [he says] to
speak in deep earnestness to everyone here present upon this subject,
for I have felt the power of it in my own soul. To deliver this
message I have made a desperate effort, quitting my sick-bed without
due permit, moved by a restless pining to warn you against the counterfeits of the day."
Ah! that's the word-" the counte1jeits of the dCly.l" Depend upon it,
dear brother, these "counte1feits " are manifold, as well as most
captivating and destructive. It needs, in very deed, that spiritual
discernment which come h down from above to detect the tinsel and
the flimsy-the subtle and unreal-in which all such counterfeits are
'Presented.
Mr. SPURGEON goes on to say:" False prophets abounded in Jeremiah's day, and they may be met
with still. I could indicate where they are, but I advise you not to go
after them, They are to be found in several places of worship in
London, but you had better leave them alone. There is a flatterer in
your own bosom, namely, proud self. Another flatterer often crosses
your path, and is eager to destroy your soul-I mean Satan. If by any
l)Ossibility you can be beguiled to put up with something which looks
like healing, but which is not, you shall have all the art and craft of
hell to help you in it. If it be possible, the very elect shall be thus
deceived. Instead of faith, they shall have presumption; for regeneration
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they shall have reformation; for holiness, morality; for purity, censoriousness; for zeal, fanaticism; for gl'itCe, fl'tllCY; and for Ohrist and
His cross, humn,n works and their merit. Many who profess to love
you will aid in the deceit, and puff you up with the idea of being what,
you are not."
"My dear hearers" (Mr. SPuRGEO~ adds), "let me wn,rn you with all
the energy I possess against ever being satisfied with any of the slight
healings that are cried up nowadays, because they will all end in
disappointment,_ as sure as you are living men."
How much called for n,re these wn,rnings and admonitions at the
present juncture, when the exciting and the sensational are the order of
the day! The great adversary has, with the utmost cmftiness, adapted
himself to the spirit of the age. In the most wily and insidious way
he has spread his nets and laid his snares and entmpments. By these
means, under the garb of religion, he is catching unwary souls. The
result of these things is terrible to contemplate.
1IIay the Lord, of His great mercy, speak to us, dear brother, as He
did to Daniel of old, "Go thou thy way till the end be; for thou shalt
rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days."
[Since the foregoing was written, there has been the much-talked-of
assembling of the "Salvation Army" at the Alexandra Palace, when
the boasted "march past" before" the General" and the varied
members of his family took place. 'Vas that scene, we ask, the
arrangement of a truly-humbled, grace-taught soul 1 However they
might have been used of God, ill this or that particular, would any
such, under a becoming sense of what they were in themselves, and to
what perpetually liable, dare arrogate to themselves a position for the
exacting of human deference and praise, such as the recent display at
the Alexandra Palace 'I Moreover, we tremble for the ultimate effects
and consequences of the n,ll-night and other meetings of this so-called
"Salvation Army."
And, as to creature boast and vain fleshly confidence, it is awful
One of the most popular men of the day, in the
to contempla e.
great temperance mo\-emen ,declared to a friend of ours, some short
time since, "that the Lord bad made greater use of him than of
any other man in England!" 'Ye say such a statement was awful,
and betrays the self-confident spirit so rife in these days. "0 my
soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine
honour, be not thou united."]
THE EDITOR.
To a sincere Ohristian, that craft and cunning which passes for
wisdom in the world appears not only unlawful, but unnecessary. He
has no need of the little reserves, evasions, and disguises by which
designing men endeavour (though often in vain) to conceal their proper
character, and to escape deserved contempt. He is what he seems to
be, and therefore is not afraid of being found out. He walks by the
light of the wisdoin that is from above, and leans upon the arm of
Almighty Power; therefore he walks at liberty, trusting in the Lord,
whom he serves with his spirit in the "Gospel of His Son."-Rev.
J. Nelcton.
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PROTESTING AGAINST ERROR AKD PROCLAMATIOX
OF TRUTH.
" To the law and to the testimony: if they spcak not according to this "ol'd, it
is because there is no light in them."-Is.\uH "iii. 20.
" That we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro, and carried about mth
e~"ery wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error;
but speaking truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him, which is the Head,
even Christ."-EpHESIAXS iv. 1·1,15 (l1eviseel Yersion).
"I do not n1ake void the grace of Goel: for if righteousness is through the law,
then Christ died for nought."-G..\LATUXS ii. 21 (Revised Yersion).
" ,Vho saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to om' works,
but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus
before times eternal."-2 TmoTHY 1. 9 (Revised Version).

To the Editor of the Gospel jJtlagazine.
My BELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER IN CHRIST,-As the result of
your kindness in sending me the proof-sheet of your very important
letter, of the contents, and even the writing, of which I need hardly
say I was entirely unconscious, it is laid upon my heart to pen a
response; and, possibly, it might be in time to appear simultaneously
with your own.
You have invoked the guidance of the Holy Spirit in writing, and
may that sitme Eternal Spirit youchsafe graciously to (Erect, control,
and enm suggest my yery thoughts and \\"ord".
"To the praise of the glory of Hi.) grace" alone I remark that you
are no stranger to the experience of the patriarch J acob, when "there
wrestled a Man with him until the breaking of the day"-" when he
had power with God and prevailed, even the Lord God of hosts, the
Lord is his memorial" (compare Genesis XK.."'\:ii. 240-30, with Hosea
xii. 3-5). Your letters are, therefore, not only a great comfort, but
also a great help to me, for it is my fervent prayer and hope that the
strong confidence with which you speak of my future is the answer to
"the prayer of faith" on my behalf, and which the Lord our God has
given you. If this be the glorious fact, then the small remaining
portion of my life's little day will be a blessed one indeed. May" the
God of all grace," in His own time and way, show us that this is
verily the case, fur His name and truth and righteousness' sake.
Your allusions to Cleveclon awaken in my mind many hallOlyed
recollections to which I mnst not refer at this time. I may, howenr,
remark in passing, that if ever there 1Y;lS a, man whose life was "a liying
death," in the scnoice of the adorable Master he so much loyed, and
that not only after, but before his ordination, it was he to 1yhOffi
you refer-my dear friend and former fellow-helper, the Re\". "Yr. CLARK.
I had also the pleas'.1re of the late lamented Dr. F0I:BES' acquaintance,
having been first introduced to him when I 1ras Association Secretary
to that Society with which he was so long and closely connected. In
after years it was twice virtnally settled that I should go to Paris and
take charge of his church and work, in order that on the one occasion
he might take his holiday, and on the other, ,,"hen he was about to go
to Rome on important 1\"ork for God; but on both occasions I was
prevented by special home work. The privilege also once aevolved
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upon me of publicly defending him from the cruel, unjust, and anonymous aspersions cast upon him with reference to the absolute impossibility of his rejoining his now sorrowing widow, when he was ruthlessly
shut outside the city of Paris, during the memorable siege of that city
in the year 1870; and it was o!lly two days ago that I heard Miss
DE BROEN (\\"hose work among the Communists at Belleville, in Pa,ris,
is being so mn,rvellously owned and blessed of God) speak most warmly
of the beloved friend and friends she hn,d lost; n,nd she told me that
the dear sorr01ying widow seems c1"Ushed by her irreparable loss. May
the God of all comfort and consolation comfort the hearts of those
who are mourning the departure of that true servant of God to the
better land.
You speak with something like a premonition of your speedy removal.
It is my fervent prayer, and the prayer of veTy nutny, that it may be
the Lord's will to spare you yet for a comparatively long time in
carrying on the various aud all-important works to which He called you
even in and from your early years. ,Vhat an unspeakable mercy and
pleasure it would be to me that you should live to see your heart's
desire and prayer to God for me, in everything relating to the momentous work of the ministry, blessedly verified and fulfilled!
Oh, my dear friend, if ever there was one on whose heart was
indelibly engraven the truth. of the sovereign, irresistible grace of
God, it is the author of this letter to you. During a great part of
the year 1848, I endured, in very truth, "the sickening anguish of
despair," only I was then at times env.bled, by night and day, to plead
for pardon and deliverance, whereas, during the past three out of the
fouT years of my fearful horror and despair, both prayer and the VVord
of God have been far, very far, removed from me with regard to my
engaging in and using both the one and the other; so that in subsequently blessing God for the use of the means, and for directing my
steps hither, and while I s11n,11 never be able adequately to recompense
my esteemed friends ,,-ith whom I am now residing, nor their beloved
relatives, for their gren,t and uniform kindness to me, I am bound,
at the same time, to trace my deli ,-erance to HIM:, and that in a very
marked and special "ay, because the blessed calm which came so
suddenly and unexpectedly upon me, and which has resulted, so far,
in my restoration, ,ms before I was able to pray and to read the VV 01'.:1 of
God, or, indeed, any writing in harmony therewith.
But to return. At the close of 18-!8, and the beginning of 18409, light
broke in upon me, my terrors vanished, and. I enjoyed a measure of calm
and pcace for nearly two years, although without any very clear or distinctive knowledge of the stupendous plan of redeeming love. It was at
the close of 1850 that my steps were directed by a remarkable providence to the church of St. Augustine and St. Faith, Old Change,
,Vatling Street, and to which hallowed spot you painfully refer in the
last Magazine. There I heard "the Gospel of the grace of Goel," fully.
clearly, and powerfully proclaimed. There" the God of hope filled
me with joy and peace in believing," causing me, litrrally, "to abound
in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost;" and when, as I have
said elsewhere, the revelations of God's love to me were at times so overpowering that, had they been of long continuance, they could not have
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been endured. I may remark, by the
prayer, if it be God's heavenly will, such
earth-may be ag1in enjoyed; for the
prayer, and in the reading of His ",Vord,
with COWPER-

way, that it is my earnest
seasons-a very heaven upon
frequent absence of God in
causes me at times to exclaim,

" 'Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw the Lord)
vVhere is the soul-refreshmg view
Of Jesus and His \;Y ord)
" What peaceful hours I then enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still !
But they have left an aching void
The world can never fill."

So that, if it should be the loving purpose of our faithful God to
restore to me the inestimable privilege of again ministering in His
glorious name, the very earnest and natural, or rather spiritual, desire
which pervades the whole of your letter, that I ma.y ever proclaim
"all the counsel of God," must bo, by His rich grace and mercy,
fulfilled.
And yet, my dear brother, how little, comparatively speaking, do
even the most favoured and deeply-taught servants of the Most High
know of the breadth and length and depth and height of the love of
Christ! This is "heavenly geometry" indeed. As we know that
thGre are millions upon millions of worlds in the nst boundless space
of God's natural creation, of which we know next to nothing, so eyen
all that is revealed of that love "which passeth knowledge" is an
ocean without a bottom and without a shore.
But, to my apprehension, no proclamation of the Gospel can be
complete which does not begin where God Himself begins-not necessarily in every sermon-even with "the council of peace," held" before
times eternal," when the covenant of grace, "ordered in all things and
sure," was originated-when the eternal Father gave to the eternal
Son a definite number of the fallen sons and daughters of Adama n~mber beyond all human, possibly beyond all angelic, computation
-as vast as the sands of the sea, and all the constellations of the
starry heavens for multitude-when the co-equal, co-eternal Son
covenanted on behalf of those given ones, that they should be
redeemed, saved, kept, and finally presented by Him, without a single
absentee, before the throne of His Father, with exceeding joy-and
when God the eternal Spirit undertook to qualify the sinner for the
revelation, and then to reveal to him his everlastin~, inalienable
interest in this God-originated plan, making him not onl: anxious, with
a broken, contrite heart, but also most joyously lI'illing, in the day
of the Spirit's power, to be saved in God's own appointed way.
As the proclamation of "all the cOlillsel of God" in these dangerous
da-ys, and indeed at all times, is of such overwhelming importance, I
may be reasonably excused for enlarging somell'hat on such a matchless
theme. The glorious Surety, who undertook the effectual redemption
of poor fallen man, declared in prophecy, " Sacrifice and offering Thou
wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me. Then said I, Lo, I come:
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in the volume of the Book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy
will, 0 My God; yea, Thy law is within My heart;" or, as rendered in
the margin, "in the midst of My bowels;" thus declaring that the
law of God was, in very truth, a part of Himself (see Psa. xl. 6-8, with
Heb. x. 5-9). "But when the fulness of the time was come, God
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem
them that were under the law, that we might receive the a~loption of
sons" (Gal. iv. 4, 5). He declared in His sermon on the mount,
"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I
am not come- to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one titde shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled" (Matt. v. 17, 18). How sweet, how blessed
is the thought-the truth-as we read the requirements of the inexorable
ceremonial law, and not the ceremonial only, but also the moral law,
that the Lord Jesus not only fulfilled every jot and tittIe of the whole
law, but He "magnified that law and made it honourable," paying in
His divinely-glorious Person, and His infinitely perfect and finished
work, the double debt of obedience and suffering to the very hst
mite-finishing the transgression for His people, making an end of sin,
working out and bringing in an everlasting righteousness, even "the
righteousness of God, which is unto all and upon all them that
believe; " so that Isaiah was commissioned to tell the Church of God,
that she had "received of the Lord's hand donble for all her sins"
(Isa. xl. 2). And did He not declare, in His wonderful prayer recorded in
John xvii., that He had finished the work which the Father had given
Him to do ~ ·What were His last blessed words upon the ignominious
tree? ,Vere they not "It is finished" ? Yes" 'It is finished!' Oh, what pleasure
Do these wondrous words afford!
Heavenly blessings without measure
Flu IV to us from Christ th" Lord:
, It is finished!'
Saints, the dying words record."

And need we any further proof that the work He had undertaken in
covenant, on behalf of His poor perishing people, was indeed gloriously
<:omplete ~ ,Vhere haye we the blessed, the unanswerable proof and
pledge of this 'I At the empty tomb of Joseph of Arimathea! Had
one iota of the law remained unfulfilled, or one single transgression
of His bride-the Church-in thought, word, or deed, been unatoned
for, the almighty Sponsor, the divine Debtor who had undertaken the
full discharge, would not, could not, have been set at liberty! But where
is Jesus now ~ At the right hand of God. And has He not" received
gifts for men; yea, even for the rebellious, that the Lord God might
cl well among them" ~ ,Vhat are those gifts ~ Ah! we must ,Yait till
eternity dawns; or, at all events, till we are among" the spirits of the
jnst made perfecr.," for a complete answer to snch a, question. But
" it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell;" yea, evcn
"all the fLllness of the Godhead bodily." Ah! speaking after the manner
of men, as the Father looks upon the engagements of that eternal
covenant-as He beholds the blood of the covenant-as He sees that
covenant ratified and confirmed by the precious blood of His dear SonKK
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above all, as He gazes on the face of that Anointed One Himself, we
know that He is cternally well-pleased, not only with the infinitelyadorable Person of His well-beloved Son, but with every onc of His
dear people in Him. And in the Lord Jesus there is such a fulness,
such a redundancy, so to say, of grace and glory that will remain, not
only unexhausted or undiminished, but perfectly inexhaustible throughout
the millions of ages in the world to come !
That old servant of God who) on hearing "the unsearchable riches
of Christ" set forth under the figure of a market of grace, the Lord
Jesus Himself being the Merchant thereof, uttered a blessed truth when
he said, "I'll marry the :l\1erchant, and all will be mine," but not all the
truth. It is rather the priyilege of every true believer to say, "The
l11erchnnt has mnrriecl me." He took me into union with Himself, not
only before I had any personal existence, but even in eternity, according
to that written by the prophet, among many other Scriptures, " And
I will betroth thee unto Me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto Me in
righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies.
I will even betroth thee unto JVle in faithfulness: and thou shalt know
the Lord" (Hos. ii. 19, 20). JOH:'< KE:'<T also happily and Scripturally
summarizes the blessed truth when he thus sweetly SillgS" Heirs of God, joint heij's with Jesns,
Long ere time its race begun;
To His name eternal praises;
Oh, what wonders lo,-e hath done:
One with Jesus,
By eternal union one."

And St. Paul, under inspiration, is pri,-ilegeel 0 ask the Church
of the living Gael this question: "He that spared not His own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things ~" (Rom. viii. 32.)
And, again, he declares, "All things are yours, . . . and ye are
Christ'5, and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 21, 23). We shall bathe in this
ocean of eternal fLllness, when "we shall see Him as He is," be
with Him and like Him, first ill the millennial, and then in the
ultimate glory; but is it any wonder, with regard to our too often
empty vessels now, to hear the Lord J ehovah say-that is, as far as
our time-state is concerned, and also our capacity for receiving out of
His fulness, even grace for grace-" Thus saith the Lord God, I will
yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel "-the Israel of
God-" to do it for them" ~ (Ezek. xxxvi. 37.)
And how are these inestimably precious gifts, even to the being
"filled "-according to our measure-" with all the fulness of God,"
to be obtained ~ Can anything be more lovingly condescending than
what the Lord Jesus has said with reference to the gift of the Holy
Ghost 1 " If ye then, being evil, Imow how to giYe good gifts unto
your children, HOW MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them thnt ns7c Him?" (Luke xi. 13.) May we not well
be lost in wonder, love, and praise, as we contemplate these amazing
facts ~ Here we have declared, on the infallible authority of the
inspired "'IVord of God, that we have not only the gift of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and with, and in Him, all communicable blessings, the
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purchase of His own precious blood, and which it is the ineffable
delight of a Triune God to bestow, but we have also the certainty of
the bestowal of the Holy Ghost made known to us in the most
encouraging and delightful way_
My dear friend, it is, blessed be God, well known to all your
readers and hearers how jealous you have ever been, in all yo'ur
ministrations and writings, for giving due honour to the Third Person
of the ever-adorable Trinity, the eternal Spirit of God. And, as His
Person, offices, and work cannot be too frequently brought uuder the
notice of the - Lord's children, I cannot refrain from putting them in
remembrance, in this letter to you, of some of His astonishing titles,
all to be employed, let us ever remember, on behalf of ALL the
members-babes, young men, and fathers-of that mystic body of which
He is the glorious, the glorified, and sympathizing Head. To put
some of the titles of God the Holy Ghost, by which He is revealed
to us in the 'Vord of truth, into alphabetical order, we have Him
set forth to us as an AmbassCidor, as the Comfurter, Enlightener, Guide,
intercessor, LeCicler, Remembmncer, Sealer, and Teacher of His Church and
people. As I have been writing of the gift of Jesus and His fulness,
let the thoughts rest-oh, that it may be under His own blessed
influence-on that blessed Spirit, as the Intercessor, ever at hand to
help our infirmities in prayer, and to make intf\rcession for us,
"according to the will of God."
I am bound to declare that I am more than ever lost in amazement
as I think of what that self-same Spirit inspired holy men of old to
write on the unutterable privilege of true prayer! I will not quote
any of those Scriptures, but rather breathe the prayer, as I write, that
that blessed spirit of grace and supplication may be richly poured out
upon us, and then, in the same measure as that is the case will the
reality of those Scriptures on this overwhelming theme be realized and
enjoyed. I have lately been reading afresh a valuable little book,
entitled, "The Still Hour; or, Communion ,rith God," and I am
tempted to make one quotation from it. Speaking of ?·eal prayer, the
author says: "It has, and God has determinecl that it should have, a
positive and an appreciable influence in directing the course of a
human life. It is, and God has purposecl that it should be, a link of
connection between human mind and divine mind, by which, through
His infinite condescension, we may actually move His will. It is, and
God has decnecl that it should be, a powm- in the universe, as distinct,
as real, as natural, and as uniform, as the power of gravitation, or of
light, or of electricity. A man may 1~se it as trustingly and as soberly
as he would use either of these. It is as truly the dictate of good
sense that a man should expect to achieve something by praying, as
it is that he should expect to achieve something by a telescope, or the
mariner's compass, or the electric telegraph." "vVilt thou draw near to
God ~ Then seek the STILL HOUR."
This letter, my beloved friend, must abruptly close. It is running
to a greater length than I thought or intended. In it I have dwelt
chiefly upon what you call the" positive," or, as your letter is entitled,
" The Proclamation of Truth." ,Vith the negative side, the" Protesting
against Error," those errors to which you refer, and concerning which
K K 2
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you do well to "sound an alarm," I will deal, if the Lord will, in a
second letter, and in the next number of the Magazine.
With all gratitude and Christian affection I remain, my dear friend
and brother,
Ever yours, I trust, in the Beloved,
WILLIAlII SAUNDERS,
'July 6th, 1882.

MARKED MEN.
[The following important address to his parishioners, by our old and
valued correspondent, the Rev. RICHARD CORNALL, deserves a thoughtful and prayerful reading, at the present critical crisis of our Ohurch and
nation.-ED.]
TO THE PARISHIONERS OF El\IilIANUEL.
" And the Lord sc~id 7671to him, Go throngh the midst of the city, through
the midst of J~Tnsalem, and set a lIwTk 7~pon the flJTeheads of the men that
sigh and cry for all the abominatiuns t1v~t are done in the midst of it."EZEKIEL ix. 4.
DEAR FRIENDS,-Here are seven men, like the seven angels in the
Apocalypse, employed to execute the divine wiJl in marking and separating the righteous fDm the wicked, and in the punishment of the
wicked for all their abominations. The One foremost among the seven
was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by His side, th~s distinctly
represented by His dress and His work as the Lord Jesus Ohrist, who,
by His redemption, intercession, and the sealing of His Spirit, secures
His own people before judgment overtakes the ungodly. Thus mercy
goes before judgment. The homes of the first-born were marked with
blood before the angel orjudgment was allowed to destroy. Noah is
taken into the ark and saff'ly shut in before the flood swept away the
wicked. Lot was taken from S6dom before the fire descended from
heaven to burn up God's enemies. The scarlet line marked the house
of Rahab before Jericho was taken. Christ's disciples were taken out
of Jerusalem before it W£tS stormed and destroyed by the Romans.
"Even thus shall it be when the Son of Man is revealed." The Lord's
dear ones, previously marked inwardly by change of heart, and out\\'ardly
by their bold confession of Ohrist, shall be first t£tken home to God, and
then the others shall be left to their own folly.
You may read in Ezekiel viii. about the abominations of which the
Jews were guilty. They fell, alas! into idolatry of the Yery ,,'orst
description, £tnd thus made themselves a chain (viii. :?:3) "ith which
they were bound and enslaved as so many prisoners for punishment.
Are not we, as a nation, exposed to a danger like that of the ancient
Jews 1 There are, I fear, modern abominations in oUl' country quite as
great as th,)se before referred to. By the godless policy of Northampton,
in the election of a blaspheming atheist to presiLle in our nation£tl
council, and all this sanctioned by thousands of people all through the
land, God's Word is set at nought, the profession of our faith is dis-
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graced, and God Himself is defied and provoked to anger. By our
national sin of intemperance, carrying off yearly about sixty thousand to
a drunkard's grave and a drunkard's hell, giving more to Bacchus in
two days than is given during the whole year to the Lord through
religious societies, we are verily guilty of the greatest abominations.
By the sins of the flesh, by licensed prostitution, by the eighty thousand
young women in London leading an infamous life, with proportionate
numbers in other large towns like them, the worst abominations are
tolerated in 0)11' midst, by means of which we are surely inviting the
doom of Sodom and Gomorrah. By our modern and repeated concessions
to Popery we act like the proverbial dog turning back to its own
vomit. According to the Bible, the Papacy is the great apostasy, and a
caricature of Christianity. Concerning the Pope, our own statute book
tells us that he has not, and ought not to have, any authority or jurisdiction in these realms. But many of our rulers, clergy, and people, by
a strange infatuation, seem to be trying to undo the great work of the
glorious Reformation. Thus, for instance, we send missionaries to India
to convert the Hindoos from idolatry; and then we send a Ripon, who
had before renounced the Protestant faith and ioined the Church of
Rome, to represent (or rather mis-represent) our b~loved QLleen, and, by
his influencE' and example, to teach the people idolatry of another kind.
Then we read of troubles in Ireland, the result mainly, no doubt, of
Papal rule. To put an end to these troubles, the Irish Protestant Church,
called the U pas tree by the chief aggressor in this unholy crusade, and
that Protestant Church is disestablished and disendowed; and, whilst
some of its revenups are appropriated to secular purposes, the sum of
£360,000 of this sacred property is actually handed over to the Pope in
the permanent endowment of the College of Maynooth, where priests are
trained to teach Popery, and to foster a spirit of antagonism to England
and its Reformation Church. \Ve have sown the wind and reaped the
'YhirlIYind; for, so far from pacifying Ireland by these unholy concessions,
,ye find that the enemies of England and of Protestant truth are
clamouring more loudly than eyer for other and much larger concessions,
showing plainly enough, "ha indeed they tell us, that nothing less than
Home Rule, which means Rome Rule, involving complete separation from
Engl-and, will satisfy them; and so far indeed have these demands
prevailed, that the law of the Land League has triumphed over the
law of this country, and men guilty of the gravest offences are released
from prison to sit in the House of Commons as ow' legislators, while
under their policy shooting and murder go through the land; and we are
all shocked beyond expression at the murder of LORD CAVEN:::lISH and
Mr. BURKE in Phamix Park in broad day as a startling expression of
hatred to English rule!
At the same time, here in England we have proof everywhere of the
ad vance of Romish folly. Some years ago,we were shocked at a few Ritualistic churches, but now the number of such churche,; is legion. Then we see
in many so-called Evangelical churches the introduction of the surplice
into the p'.llpit and choir, followed somet.imes by crosses and candles 011
the communion-table, crosses worn as ornaments, crosses on the PrayerBook turning to the east with genuflexions, prostrations, and such like.
Thus gradually and quietly the signs, the symbols, and paraphernalia of
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Popery are introduced. Many of the prophets justify these things and
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and the worst
sign of all is, that the people love to have it so,
Will not the Lord visit us for such things? Will lIe not be a-venged
on such an unfaithful nation as this? Such are some of the abominations
over which men of God, marked and sealed by Christ, sigh and C1'Y, My
friends, if you and I are among these, we too shall sigh and cry on
account of our own sin, over the sins of our families, over the sins of
our cities, over the sins of the Church, and over the sins of the nation.
By our appeals to God, by our protest against error, and by a valiant
defence of God's truth, let us seek to avert the disasters which seriously
threaten us, and then, marked as the Lord's own, we shall be manifestly
His in that day when He shall make up His jewels, and gather home
His own elect,
Your faithful friend and pastor,
A1'!ey Hill, B1'istol, May 16th, 1882.
R. CORNALL.
A VOICE FROM NORTHAMPTON.
RECOLLECTIONS OF A

SER]\lO:~

OF THE LATE JOH:-f RYLANDS, OF

NORTHAJ\IrTO~, Pl1EACIIED IN

1775.
" The fool hath salcl in his heart, There is no Gocl."-PSAL)r liii. 1.
AN atheist is a sickly, putrid wretch, He is not a man; he is a
monster in the creation of God, He is certain of that which no man
is certain of; he is certain of a pure negative, that there is no God;
for, as he never saw God, he will not believe there is one; so, upon
the same wise principles, as I never saw Pekin, nor Constantinople, there
can be no such places in the world. ·What! to find such a monster as
an atheist in Britain, in a land of light and learning as ours is, tbat
has borne the prize for arts and sciences throughout the world, it is
enough to fill a devil with horror to see himself outdone in impudence
and wickedness of heart. Let the glorious mass of fire in the sun
burn him to atoms. Let the moon light him to the gallows. Let
the roar of thunders strike him deaf. Let red lightnings flash his guilty
soul. Let the dull ass, which is not so dull as himself, spnrn him
to death; and, though the monster outsins the devil, and says
he neither fears nor trembles, yet there is a God that shall fill
him with a living hell in his soul before he departs out of this visible
world, and in the invisible world shall fill him with red fire, hot
crimson vengeance, to all eternity.-Zion's T1'u1I7pet, 1842.
[What would the good man have said, could he have looked forward
a century and seen such an one chosen to represent that very town
in Parliament? And what further, had he known that members of
that v(Jry Church should be amongst his warm supporters, as has been
averred is the case? One would think his heart ,I'ould have broken
with indignation and grief. "How IS ,the gold become dim! how
is the mos t fine gold changed!"J
THE same love that He had to thee when He gave thee His Son, the
same love He has to thee now, infinite, unchangeable.
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CLOSING SCENES.-FAITH'S TRIALS AND TRIUMPHS.
( Concluded from 2Jage 440.)

September 25th, the Sabbath.-She had again been in a good deal of
pain during the day, but was more easy when I saw her in the evening.
She asked me if I should have time to read the sermon by Mr.
SPURGEO~ which she spoke to me of the last time I saw her.
I read
it to her, and she appeared to think that she was guilty of the same sin
as Zechariah, in doubting the word of the Lord, but she trusted He
would forgive. She asked me to come to her room again when I came
back from service, which I did; and she then asked me of Mr. "VILilWT'S
sermon. I told her as well as I could the substance of it. It was this:
The text was taken from Luke ii. 11 : "A Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord." Mr. 'VILilIOT spoke of a Saviour as just what we poor lost
sinners required, and this One, and this One alone, exactly suited our
need. First, he spoke of Him as the anointed Saviour, as the word
" Christ" implied, being, in the Greek, "the Anointed One." Secondly,
he spoke of Him as the ctlmightll Saviour. No sin too great but He was
able to save from it, and nothing less than an almighty Saviour would
meet our case. Then, thirdly, as a complete Saviour. Then as an
nnchang'ing Saviour-that, though we may change, and our evil hearts may
lead us astray, yet, upon our return, we shall ever find Him the same
unchanging One, with the arms of mercy still open to receive us. And,
lastly, as the only Saviour. "'Ve live," said he, "in perilous times,
when there are gods many a'~d lords many; yet this is the only
Saviour, 'Christ the Lord,' and all other foundations are false ancl
insecure, and that' there is none other name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved.' "
She listened eagerly, and seemed much to enjoy these Gospel truths,
and said how much she had profited by Mr. 'VIL1IOT'S ministry. Once
again we bent the knee in prayer, casting her upon a Father's love
and care.
September 30tlL-She was suffering a good deal in the body to· day,
although she had passed a comfortable night, and was looking cheerful
when I saw her. 'Ve read the twentieth chapter of J olm, and talkecl
of the time as most blessed when the Saviour speaks Personally to us,
as He did to Mary, and when by His very voice we know Him; and
also of His kind forbearance to doubting Thomas. 'Ve also engaged
each to pray for the other. May the Lord in His mercy hear and
answer, for Jesus Christ's sake!
October 5th.-Found her very ~aclly to-day. She had passed a restless
night, and the pain at times was very severe. I met the doctor coming
from her room, and he told me that he could not say that she was
quite so well to-day. There were two or three unfavourable symptoms
which he mentioned. I had not seen her for five days, and thought she
was not looking so well nor seemed so strong as when I saw her last. I
read a few lines of poetry to her which had been sent to me on Zephaniah
iii. 17 : "He will rest in His love." It snake of God's love as unchanainCl"
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and everlasting. She said it was very sweet to think of it as such. I
then read the third chapter of J olm, and remarked on the proneness of
the heart to see difficulties in God's plan of salvation, and to raise the
question now, as Nicodemus did then, of" How can these things be ? "
I also besought the Lord for her, asking Him to be with her in tI1is
her time of great need, and, if it were His will, to refresh her body "'ith
sleep, and if not, to speak words of peace and comfort to her soul.
She thanked me, and said it was a great comfort to know that prayers
were ascending to the throne of grace on her behalf, and that she did
not mind pa'ssing hours without sleep, if her mind was supplied with
heavenly thoughts. I left her with less hope of her being raised up
from her bed again, but with a firm assurance that our gracious Lord
would be with her unto the end.
October 7th.--I again found her very poorly, having had another
restless, painful night. I called and saw her as I passed by her house
in the morning, and then I spent some time at her bed-side in the
evening. She was very cheerful, although it was evident that she was
SUffering much pain at times. She as readily as ever entered into conversation upon spiritual things, and remarked how she was enabled to
enjoy Dr. HAWKER'S" Portions," and how that on some obscure texts he
never failed to bring out some sweet Gospel trnth. I read the third
chapter of Ephesians, and she said, "That is very beautiful!" and, after
a few words of prayer, in ,,,hich I was able with a degree of assurance
to leave her entirely in the Lord's hands, she said she hoped she
should be kept patient under ,rhate\'er God saw fit to lay upon her.
I said, ",Yhat a blessing it is that we cannot foresee what pains and
trials are before us, and that here is a difference between our suffering
and that of our blessed Redeemer! He knew all that He had to pass
through, while in mercy it is hid from us." She said, " Ah ! yes; Oll?"
sufferings are as nothing compared with His." I fear there is much
bodily pain to undergo ere the spirit quits the flesh. May God ill His
mercy spare her as He sees good, and support her under all, for Jesus'
sake.
OctobeT 12th.-I received a letter this morning from my sister, saying
that my dear mother was much worse last night, so I started immediately
to see her. She had indeed been passing through deep waters since I
saw her last. She was extremely weak, and did not care to talk much.
but wished me to read to her and to pray. I read a portion of onc of
the Epistles of Peter, and then the forty-sixth Psalm. I asked her if she
was not tired? She said, " No, read another Psalm; it does not tire me to
listen." I then read the sixteenth Psalm, and, when I had read the sixth
verse, I remarked that, unless seen by the light of the Holy Spirit, that
verse did not look very appropriate for one in so much suffering as she
was. She said, " Ah! but how very suitable it is for me, for see by
what mercies I am surrounded;" and, when I had read the last few
verses, she said, referring to the fulness of joy and the pleasures for evermore, "·What a prospect!" I once again bent the knee in prayer, imploring the Lord to give her the sure and well-grounded hope of a glorious
inheritance in that land where mercy is unmixed with judgment, and joy
undarkened with sorrow; and, when I left her, I said, "I trust you will
be supported under all." She said, "Yes, and have the well-grounded
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hope of which you spoke abide with me. But I was so bad yesterday,
that I could not think of anything but the verse you brought mc, . He wil1
rest in His love.' What is it 7" I repeated it to her; it was this" He will rest in His love, for His love is unchanging;
No tempest shall move it, no cloud dim its light;
He will rest in His love, for His love was for ever
Before a star shone on the bosom of night."

I feel that the end is not far off; and, as the sequel proved, that
last verse of the sixteenth Psalm was the last that I was -pennitted
to read to her. And was it not a sweet portion to leave with a dying
believer 7 I know the sceptic will sneer, and say that there is nothing
in it; but, blessed be the name of our God and Father, we arc
enabled to see His hand in all this, and would thank and praise Him
for His grace and mercy.
October 13th.-Gral:e hath triumphed.
Another soul for whom
.Tesus died is taken from this scene of trial. She is gone now to be
with Him of "'hom she lond to talk and think while she was
here. Having heard again this morning that she was not so well, I
hastened to her bed-side, and could not fail to see at once that the
end was near. It was very distressing to see th"l pain that was
appointed her, and one could not help feeling a wish that the Lord
would hasten the taking down of the earthly tabernacle. As soon
as I went to her she said, "Oh, T--, I am very bad! " I said, "I
see you are, dear mother; but you will i300n be where there is
no more pain and no more sorrow." She pressed my hand, but did
not speak. 'Vhen the pain was very great, she said, "Oh, the pain!
I lmow it is wrong to murmur. Pray for me that I may have a
little ease." I tried to speak to the Lorcl 011 her behalf, but, ere I
had said many 1\'ords, she appeared to doze, and laid quietly in my
arms for some minutes, and then she opened her eyes so 1vide, and,
looking at me with an expression which I shall never forget, she
said, (. \Yhat is it j 'Hark! the herald angels sing.''' Who can tell
what angelic sound she heard at that moment 7 'Vithout a doubt
our gracious and heavenly Father saw the need she had of that
special revelation, at that particular time, to strengthen her faith,
and as a glimpse of 11hat she was so soon to enjoy.
The doctor came to see her about this time, and said that nothing
more could be done to relieve her, except that she might take the
drops oftener to lull the pain. 'Ve gave them to her; but the effects
of them did not last many minutes. 'Vhen he left her he said,
"Good-bye," and she said, "Good-bye, sir;" and one could see that
they did not expect to see each other again.
I could not help
reflecting upon the folly of trusting to a death-bed repentance, when,
however willing the Epirit may be, the weakness and sinking of the
flesh makes it apparent that all power of worship is over; and what
a source of praise and thankfulness it was that the dear one around
whose dying bed we stood had been resting upon the Rock of Ages
while in health and strength! She now appeared to be unable to
speak, and failtKl to take any notice of any of us, although not yec
insensible to pain.
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. At this time my sister Mary and my brother came home, but
they saw that it was useless to speak to her; . and Mary almost
immediately said, "Look, what a change!" Her eyes were fixed,
and she laid quite still in my aunt's arms, and did not seem to feel
any pain.
She remained in this state for some minutes, her pulsc
almost gone, and her breath gradually shortening, until at last it
simply ceased, and she passed away without a struggle.
On the following vVednesday we laid her remaills in Windrush
churchyard, te wait her Redeemer's resurrection call.
I have cndeavoured to write these few lines of her last days, not
with any view of exalting the creature-nay, far from that-but that
God might be glorified in bel', and that she, being dead, may yet
speak to us; and oh, may that omnipotent grace which called
her out of darkness into God's marvellous light be revealed in each
one of us bel' children, for Jesus Christ's sake! Amen.
A SONNET TO MY MOTHER.
mother, though thy form on earth shall we behold no more,
The cheering ray of hope appears-' , Not lost, but gone before;"
Sweet words of consolation! though grief the bosom swell,
We know it was the will of Him who hath done all things well.
In His own time, not asking us to spare, or 'l\e should say,
" Not yet, not yet, 'l\e ca.nnot part; 'l\e lo,e her, let her stay! "
'Ye sadly watched thy fading form, while standing round thy bed,
So soon 'l\e knew to leave us, and be numbered 'with the dead.
But, as earthly things departed, and earthly ties 'l\ere riven,
'Ve doubted not by faith thou hadst an insight into heaven,
As, "Hark, the herald angels sing," we hear with feeble breathThy last words, ere those lips wera sealed and eyelids closed in death.
Thus, looking unto Jesus, and filled with thoughts sublime,
Thy breath did cease. Oh, may we too have light at evening time!
DEAR

A

WO~DROUS

RESCUE.

AT a mlsslOnary communion service held in the Tab~rnacle, Bristol,
some years ago, the late Matthew Dickie (pastor of the Presbyterian Church,
Bristol), in addressing the communicants, related the following circumstance :-At the time when the Covenanters in Scotland were persecuted,
they assembled in glens and secret places, for the celebration of worship
and the administration of the Lord's Supper. At this time a young
female was making her way to the place where the friends were assembled,
when, coming over a bleak mountain, a trooper saw her in the distance,
and rode up to her. He drew out his sword, and inquired where she
was going. Very calmly and self-possessed, she said, "My Brother has
died. He had made His will; and there is going to be a family meeting
to-day, when the will is to be read; and I am going there that I may
know what He has left me in that will." Unon this the soldier returnecl
his sword to its scabbard, and, putting his' hand into his pocket, took
out half-a-crown, and gave it her, and then rode away and left her to
nursue her journey.
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SUNDAY HARVESTING.
THE annexed letter (which appeared in the three Bristol morning
papers for June 27th) will speak for itself. Some twenty letters were
published in reply, the whole of the writers of which, with the exception'
of two or three, justified the act I)f which we complained. In fact, the
general tenor of the correspondence was such a setting at nought the
authority and declared will and pleasure of the Most High as far to
exceed that. for which we were previously prepared. In spite of the
boasted progress of the age, in a religious point of view, upon the part
of excited enthusiasts, there is a most lamentable and wide-spread
avowed antagonism to the fundamentals of our most holy faith, and
that, too, at a period when the chastening hand of the Lord God of
hosts is upon us, as a Church and nation, in the most ma.rked and
alarming manner.
To every thoughtful and unprejudiced mind, it must be clear that we
are living from clay to day, as it were, upon a mine, the combustible
materials of which may explode-and that most destructively-at any
moment! :\enr, we conceive, were we as a nation more dependent
upon the Lord for the fulfilment of His word than now: "The wrath
at' man shall praise Thee; the remainder of wrath Thou wilt restrain."
Here is the letter before alluded to:HAY-MAKING ON SUNDAY.

To the Edito?'s,
GENTLEMEN,-Upon looking from my window yesterday, I saw, to my
great surprise and regret, some twenty men and boys-exclusive, I think,. of
two or three women-with rakes and forks, most actively engaged in turmng
over and making the hay in a large field on ·Windmill Hill. The number
gradually increa.sed until, takina into account tho boys and girls sporting
among the hay, there were not less than 100 to 150 upon that and the
adjoining field. By sunset, or a little after, the hay was carried and stacked.
Now, gentlemen, permit me, as a minister of the Gospel, in my declining
years, to put the plain question-Is this the time, and al'e our surroundings
such, that we can, as a professedly ClU'istian nation and Bible-loving people,
set. at nought the teachings of God's holy \Vord, and thus despise His own
dlVlllely-appointed day of rest I
·With the "ivid remembrance of the many bad harvests we have of hlte h"d,
and now with abundant crops almost ready fol' the sickle, when thousands are
looking to the God of Harrests mercifully to vouchsafe fail' weather for the
~ipening and the ingathering of the preoious grain, does it behove men to
lllsult the Most High by treating His Sabbath in the way to which I have
alluded? On the cuntrary, should we not the rather be humbling ourselves
before Him, and, at the present most critioal junoture, be entreating Him, "lll
the midst of deserved judgment, to remember mercy" I
\Vhen there is such an immensity of plain matter-of-fact round and about
us to ratify and confirm God's most holy Word, which declares, in regard
to the latter times, there shall be "distress of nations, with perplexity:
. . , men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth," ought we not to tremble at, instead of trifle
with, such foreshowings? Has thl'lre been a period within the reoollection of
the oldest among us that, for eventfulness and significance, can compare with
the present perilous times? \Vith the most daring and diabolical day-andnight murders in Ireland, the perpetrators of whioh remain undisoovered; with,
say, a third part of our army located there. to "revent a wide-Fr)read and most
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destructive rebellion; with the occasional discoveries of stores of guns, revolvers,
and ammunition, secreted here and there, in proof of the existence of plots and
conspiracies in our very midst for the destrnction of our common weal; with
the daily press teeming with the horrible massacres of hundreds of European
subjects in Alexandria, so recently as Sunday fortnight, and thousands
now fleeing for their lives; with India in a state of unrest, and our hiahway
thither, vic1 the Suez Canal, dangerously imperilled; with the banished Jesuits
f:om the Continent welcomed to our shores, and securing far and wide posi~lOns of g:ave importance; with neighbouring nations arming to the teeth, as
If prepanng fqr some dread and desperate conflict-are these times, I ask,
for ignoring or setting at nought the plain counsels of the Most High?
Our loved Quem once attributed our prosperity as a nation to the Bible l
Alas! alas! the conduct of our rulers is not such as to back up that testimony. Had it been so, instead of" castina ofr the fear of the Lord,"
which to. a lamentable extent, as a nation, ;e have done, long ere this the
Most. High would have been acknowledged by the settmg apart a day for
hunuhatlOn and prayer that peace should be restored to our borders and the
chastening hand of the Almighty removed-so plainly indicated by the strange
and unaccountable maladies which of late years have befallen our cattle,
our ~heep, our pigs, and our poultry.
"Vlthout ~urth6[' trespassing upon your space, and with the hope that
my few plam words of regret and remonstrallce may act as a preventive
from others following the exftmple of hfty-makillg on God's holy day,
I am, gentlemen, yours faithfully,
D. iL DOCDXEY, D.D.

St. Lld.e's Vic(lmge, Bedminste)', June 26th, 1882.

In the yarious letten which haye appeared in the senral journak
in opposition to the foregoing, there has been the entire absence of
a recognition of that gracious pledge by ,yhich the Great J ehovah
hath bonnd Himself, that, "while the earth remaineth, seed-time
and han'est, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day
and night, shall not cease." This we might expect upon the part of
such writers as deny the very exi~tence of a divine Being. A
different state of things. however, might be looked for from those
who do acknowledge His rule and government.
Every God-fearing
agriculturist is furnished with both an argument and a plea at the
footstool of mercy. ,Vhateyer may be the seasons, and however discouraging the aspect of matters, it is at once his province and his
privilege to plead before the Lord His own gracious promise, His
own covenant pledge, ,yith regard to seed-time and harvest.
An(l
how many such pleaders-such holy, ardent, importunate wres lers
at the throne of grace-have had to testify of the marked and
merciful way in which t.he Lord has given heed to their cries,
bottling up the rain of heaven. it may be, or sending the genial
show'er; granting the clear shining of the sun, or the drying wind,
precisely as needed; aye, and that in such a tender, lo\-ing, merciful,
and condescending way, as if done for that poor suppliant, and he
alone. But what does the worldling, or the scoffer, or the sceptic,
know or care about these things 1 X othing. These are mysteries
a.nd mercies of which, alas! all snch are in hapless ignorance; but
they are, at the same time, among those secrets which are made
known by a loving and gracious Father to such as fear Him.
EDITOR.
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SUNDAY AT THE SEA-SIDE.
is now talking of the so-called "religious census," and
wondering why people do not go to Church. I am obliged to wonder
why so many do go.
On a Sunday afternoon last month, having been very sorely tried,
and feeling sad, lonely, and very desolate, I thought I would go to
church, "to hear what God the Lord would say to me, for He spr-aks
peace to His people and to His saints." I did not expect much from
the preac~er, but sometimes a feast is spread in the pew which the
occupant of the pulpit has not prepared. However, it was not so that
day. Another sermon, aCId no one precious name of a dear Redeemer
\"as mentioned. It was a large parish church, all but empty j so I sadly
thought, "I might as well have stayed at home and read." The empty
pews and the lifeless sermon depressed me very much j and I turned
into the churchyard after the service, feeling-I must confess itlike poor J onah, that" I did well to be angry." Like my forefathers,
I was murmuring in the wilderness. " ,Yhy had I been brought into this
desert, entirely destitute as it is of a free-grace Gospel ~ (the
sLlstenance I had been fed upon for so many years, and which I so
dearly love.) Was it only to find a grave ~"
In this spirit I wandered among the graves, till, coming to the end
of one of the walks, I stopped to look at the sea. It was rough-a very
high tide. Great waves were breaking with a mighty roar on the rocks
below. I thought of its mighty Maker, and immediately I was
carried in the spirit to hear a sermon I had heard twenty-one years
before. The place) the preacher, the text-even one of the hymnswere all present. One verse is as followsEVERYBODY

" The Saviour, whom I then shall see
'Vith new adoring eyes,
Already has prepared for me
A mansion in the skies."

The text was, "Thy dead men shall live j together with My dead
body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust,"
&c. Tha dear Dlan of God, who \\'Us so mighty in the Scriptures of
eternal truth, could not pronounce our English tIL's, and so he said,
"Dy dead Dlen shall liYe." Ah. who that ever heard him preach
would forget the gentle, loving manner-the sweet earnestness-with
which he would set before his hearers the distinguishing doctrines of
grace ~ How, on speaking of this particular text, he said, "The glorious
doctrine of the Trinity was in it in perfect unity. God the Father
says, 'Thy dead men shall live j' God the Son answers, 'Together
with My dead body shall they arise.' God the Holy Ghost says, 'Awake
and sing, ye that dwell in dust.''' Sweetly did he speak of electing
love, redeeming love, comforting love-on the C'thy," "they," "ye"
-on the "shalls" and "wills," "firm as the everlasting hills "-on
the security of the saints, the c:111ed, the chosen, and faithful-a Triune
Gael. undertaking to do all for and in His people-undertaking for
their faithfulness even whilst they eh-elt in the dust-how they were
awakened to sing that new song, which, began here, should last for
ever.
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Oh, the savour of that sermon is with me still! Surely he must have
been sent again to remind me of it all, for "are they not all ministerin o'
spirits?" And so, in that churchyard, on the cliff top, far, far away
from the City Road, I had heard one of the grandest sermons mortal
tongue ever spake. A "peace which passeth all understanding" rested
upon me there. It must have been "the house of God and the very
gate of heaven."
lVlarch, 1882.
M. L. S.
P.S.-The .preacher alluded to in the foregoing was the Rev. GEORGE
ABRAHAJ\IS, A.J.S.B.G./'< as he used to subscribe himself. On page 43
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 1868, I see it is said that he entered
into his eternal rest on the 21st of November, 1867. vVas any
memoir of him ever published 7 "He, being dead, yet spcaketh."
[What a blessed proof is afforded by the foregoing of the truth of the
divine promise, that the Lord J ehovah's ,V-ord "shall not return unto
Him void, but that it shall accomplish that which He pleases, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereunto He sent it." Again, it is likewise
illustrative of that equally -precious truth that His VVord shall be "as
bread cast upon the waters, to be found again after many days."
Moreover, the foregoing is a sweet and significant setting forth of the
reality of another precious declaration, "He, being dead, yet speaketh."
That highly-favoured servant of God, the late Rev. GEORGE ABRAHA)IS,
is thus speaking to us, and to the present generation generally, many
years after being called to his eternal home. Blessed be God for these
precious new-covenant verities, as a glorious, soul-refreshing set-off
e thought it
against the so-called Gospel of the present day.
somewhat remarkable that the same post that brought the foregoing
letter brought likewise the annexed cheering epistle :-]

,r

DEAP. DR. DOUDNEY,-Mrs. EASTMEAD called on me this morning, and
brou"ht me St. Luke's "Watchword for 1882," rendered doubly valuable by
havi;;'g my name written in your own hand on the back of it. Please to
accept my very best thanks for your kindness in sending it to one who
is personally unknown to you, but who heard you preach your first sermon
at St. Matthew's Church, from 1 Peter ii. 7: "Unto you therefore which
believe He is precious;" and on several other occasions, for you and Mr.
CLIFFORD were like-minded, and the congregation was always pleased to see
you in his pulpit.
One Wednesday evening I particularly remember, w'hen you preached on
the character of Ruth. It was indeed a "feast of fat things; of wme on
the lees well refined." Then I went to the 'Wooden Church, and afterwards
to the opening of St. Luke's, and many times to the Thursda.y e,ening
services there. Moreover, you used to assist dear :Mr. MARTIX at the
Crypt services of St. Nicholas, which I used to enjoy very much.
Now for nearly fifteen years I have been prevented, from injuries resulting
from a fall, from going about much; but have found that, when in a great
measure shut up in doors, the Lord can open the latch and come in and sup
with me. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which my dear friend Miss P - - lends
me, and your "Retracings and Renewings," have often refreshed and
comforted me ; for I like to abide in the good old way-the foundation-stones
of the Gospel-human ruin and depravity, God's electing love, Christ's
redemption, the Holy Spirit's quickening, cleansing, and regenerating work
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on the soul. But, though I have known and loved these precious truths
for about fifty years, yet am I as much a debtor to grace now as I ever
was, and should sink now if left to myself.
It is a great pleasure and privilege to write to you on your seventy-first
birthday. I thought of you the first thing this morning, and prayed God
to bless you. vVhat a very appropriate text comes in Dr. HAwKEn's
"Morning Portion" for March 8th! May you fully realize it.
With eyery good wish for your health and happiness for as many more
years as it shall please God to grant you, and again thanking you for the
much-prized card, I remain, with best Christian regards to your3elf and
Mrs. DO{;D~EY,
Yours sincerely,
Kingsdown, Bristol, March 8th, 1882.
M. A. P.

D I V I N ELF. A D I}l G S.
(Continued from page 410.)

,VE had a very good start for Old England, for we sailed along for fourteen days with a fair 1,ind, under square sails: with very little need of
steam. Om hopes were very high that we should have a good voyage
home. ,Ye had e,erything we needed to make us comfortable-plenty of
room, and good hammocks to sleep in, and plenty of food, well cooked,
so that we had very little to complain of. vVe had a very kind captain,
who was very anxious for our comfort and welfare. His name I have
forgotten. vVe had a chaplain on board, but we did not see much of
him, except walking the quarter-deck with the officers. On Sunday
mornings he would have a service, and read prayers with what I thought
indecent haste; and then he read what was called a sermon, but I could
not understand very much about it. I never got one grain of spiritual
food or instruction from his ministrations all that voyage. His name I
have also forgotten.
The first place we put into was the island of St. Helena, the prison of
the great Napoleon, and where he died. after keeping all Europe in commotion for many years. There 1,e stayed some days, for we had some
bad cases of scurvy on board; and, while we remained there, we had
abundance of fresh meat, fruit, and ngetables; and the free use of these
cured those who were infected with that disorder, and prevented others
from taking it. By the mercy of God it did not appear among us again
all the voyage.
The next place we came to was the Island of Ascension, which is a
barren rock, but there is a naval store there for victualling ships outward or homeward bound; and there we stayed some days, and took in
what provisions we needed. There is abundance of turtle there, and we
ate turtle all the time we stayed there, and we got nine of them on board
before we left. The intention was to try and bring some of them to
England, but we could not, for they would not have lived to reach
home. When this became manifest, the order was given to kill and
eat them, as they were needed. This was a great treat for us at times
to have turtle steaks for dinner, and sometimes soup. Thus we would
often say, "Vve are gentlemen for once in our lives, to be able to feed
upon turtle, which is such a great luxury in England."
One incident of that voyage I must relate, for it has often been remembered by me. Some days after we left the Island of Ascension, we met
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ship outward bound; and, on our captain speaking to her captain by
the speaking-trumpet, we found that she had on board a draft of our
regiment, the 8.5th, from the depot in England, sent out to join the
regiment, to fill up vacancies made by death and invalids. As it was
<:alm at the time, some of the officers came on board our ship, and tlBy
informed us that the Indian Mutiny had broken out, and our regiment
had orders sent to them to at once leave the Cape of Good Hope, on
their arrival to fill up the regiment to their proper strength, and to
Bmbark for Jndia, to take part in queUing the mutiny, under General
Havelock. Of the impression this information made npon me I cannot
give a full description, for words would fail to do it. I got away into a
qniet part of the ship, where I could be alone; and my mind was led
to look back at the events of my life in such a way as I had never
done before. It seemed to me then to be a very rem~rkable career,
and I thought that the hand of the Lord must be in it, and that He had
certainly been leading me, a poor, blind, sinful, polluted worm, by a
way I knew not, nor never should have sought; for, after the trials
through which I had passed in childhood and youth-the poverty, privations, and afflictions which I had had to contend with-so much so, that
no one, not even myself, thought I should be ever fit for anything again
in this world-and yet my affliction at a certain time must be so far
subdued that there was no sign of it, and, at that time, I must be driven
to desperation, that now, as I was fit to work, I could not get any to do,
~nd in that state I enlisted for a soldier, and my affliction must
be hidden, though not eradicated, so that I could pass all the doctors
who examined me for a soldier; and then, in a few months after I joined
the reO'iment, my leg burst, which, if it had done so before, I could
never l~ave been a soldier; and then, having been enlisted and trained
as a warrior, I was never to be engaged in actual warfare, for I had
now been three times delivered from it. Firstly, I was prevented from
going to the Crimean IVar by going to the Mauritius instead of Malta;
secondly, although taken away from there to fight the Kaffirs, when
I got there they were quiet, and there was no fighting for me to do;
and now, thirdly, I was prevented from going to the Indian Mutiny, for
I was invalided home, and there was a man in that ship going out
to take my place; and I could not help exclaiming, "It must be
the Lord's doing, though it is marvellous in my eyes." It came into
my mind so fresh when my mother and I heard JOHl'T 'VARBURTO:"/
preach, in 1840, and how she and I were awakened under that sermon,
and how my mind had been led since, as I heLve related it ir:. this
narrative; and I said, "'Yell, if ever I get to Trowbridge, I 'Yill
tell it all to JOHN \YARBURTOK, and see what he thinks about it."
StranO'e to relate, at about that very time he died, in April, 1857;
so, like many of my hopes and plans during my eventful career, I
was aaain doomed to disappointment. How long I remained there by
mysel~ exercised in mind about these things, I cannot tell; but I eame
to this conclusion, that, whatever was the Lord's design in my being a
soldier, it certainly was not that I should be engaged in actual carnal
warfare, seeing that He had now three times delivered me from going
into it; and there I had to leave it for that time, to unravel itself in
His own time and way.

11
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I have not much more to say about our voyage home, for nothing more
happened of a remarkable nature which it concerns me to write about,
or for you to read; and, moreover, I must hasten on a little, for I have
much to tell you yet of the Lord's leadings, which will be as remarkable,
or more so, than anything which I have told you yet. So, dear reader,
I must crave your patience and forbearance with all my blunders and
shortcomings; for, as I told you at the commencement, I am writing
altogether from memory; and it is often astonishing to me to find how
clearly events do come to my mind, which gives me a hope that the
Lord has a gracious design in my writing this account; and, whatever
that design is, I desire that His dear and precious 11ame shall have all
the glory.
In June we came to the last island we stayed at, which was Portuguese,
called Fayall, and there we buried two men on land who had recently
died. \Ve had buried many in the sea during the voyage. \Ve stayed
there a few days to refresh ourselves with fresh meat, fruit, and
vegetables, of which we stood in great need; and great was our joy that
we should soon be at home in Old ElIgland. Oh, what a slLOut was raised
when" Land ahead!" \\~as shouted from the mast-head! \Ve anchored
one night in Plymouth harbour, and then went on to Portsmouth the
next day-I believe June 29th-where we disembarked, having been
away four years, five months, and three days.
We remained in Portsmouth a few days, when a special train took us
to Chatham, where we went into Fort Pitt Hospital, to await the
decision of the doctors 011 our several cases. In my case I was pro·
nounced, in a few weeks, as unfit for further service; and, on the fourth
of August, 1857, I received my discharge, with a good chamcter and a
pension of sevenpence a day for fifteen months-sixpence for my service,
and one penny for the good conduct s ripe which I had received. I
received a railway "arrant free to Bath, aJjd one pound in money, and
thus ended my career as a soldier, in the seryice of my country. It
seemed to me that, o"ing to my bodily affiiction, I had been a very
unprofitable serrant; but that "as no fault of mine; it was my misfortune, and the will of God, for reasons best known to Himself; for I
believe He had a di,ine purpose in it all, to be revealed in clue time.
" Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
" Times of sickness, times of health,
Ever gracious, e'er wise,
Times of penury and wealth,
All my times are in Thy hand,
Times of trial and of grief,
All events at Thy command.
Times of triumph and relief,
" His decree who formed the earth
" Times the tempter's power to prove,
Fixed my first and second birth;
Times to taste the Saviour's love;
Parents, native place, and time,
All must come, and last, and end,
All appoint6d were by Him.
As shall please lily heavenly Friend.
" He that formed me in the womb,
" Plagues and deaths around me fly ;
He shall guide me to the tomb;
Till He bids I cannot die;
All my times shall ever be
Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God oUove sees fit."
Ordel'ed by His wise decree.
The truth of this precious hymn, by the poet Ryland, has been
in my experience durillg my eventful career-so much so that
not forbear inserting it in this place, for every word of it I
believe- that not one thing has failed in the purpose of Goel
L L
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me from first to last, for He has often told me very sweetly that "all
things work together for good to them th'lt love God, to them who
are the called according to His purp0se" (Rom. viii. 28). But there
has often been the question, "Do I love Him 1 Am I 'the called
according to His purpose' 1 " And many times has the inquiry been
made in my poor soul" Do I love the Lord or no 1
Am I His, or am I not 1 "

And many times has He kindly and sweetly inquired of me j "Lovest
thou Me 1" and my heart has sweetly answered, "Lord, Thou knowest
all things: Thou knowest that I love Thee" (John xii. 17). These communings are very rare, but very precious.
(To be continued.)

THE LATE MRS. HEWLETT.
To the Editor of the Gospel ilIaga>ine.
My DEAR BROTHER I~ JEsus,-Let me thank YOU for your kindly
sympathizing letter. You want a word or tlYO from me as to the
Lord's goodness, and my reply is, "0 magnify the Loru "ith me:"
He enabled me to m:ite tho enclosed addl'<!ss-the hardest tas - I e,er
had-and since that time to praise Him for His goodness. He, by
His Holy Spieit, enables me to keep my eye fixed on all the ble.'isings
He has bestowed upon me. Few men so highly honoured-none so
utterly undeserving. In a few words, I may say that I have, for more
than half a century, .proved that He is the faithful God, a.nd as my
day so my strength has been, and, I am sure, will be even to the end.
Thanks for your prayers, and, while you still pray for me, may it
ever be that I may praise Him, "not only with my lips," but by my
life. May you ever rejoice in His salvation.
Believe me, your loving brother,
Astley Vicarage, July 7th, 1882.
ALFRED HEWLETT.
ADDRESS.
My DEAR FRIE~DS A~D NEIUHBOUI:S,-I must ask you to bear
with me if the present address be not all you could ,,-ish, or I
myself could desire. It is written under circumstances "hich 8\"ery
true man must feel most trying. During the last ten days, as most
of you are aware, I have been by the side of the dying bed and of
the grave of the beloved wife of my youth and of myoId age; and,
if I should say too much or too little, I hope you "ill make all due
allowance for it. And here let me ask the kind, J'..lying friends whose
kindly letters haye shown their tender, loYing sympa.thy, to allow
this address to supply the lack of a reply by post.
A tie of fifty~five years' standing cannot be sn:1pped without a
violent wrench; and, though God's \Vord exhorts us, and God's Spirit
enables us, to sorrow. not as those who ara without hope, human
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nature's fine feelings do smart when tbis wrench comes. I write this
with the hope of arousing some hitherto careless, and of teaching some
who" mourn in Zion," and comforting those who are passing through
similar troubles. May you all have tbe same consolation vouchsafed
to us in our hours of trial. As you know, my dear wife passed
through a painful illness, beginning before Ohristmas, and from the
effects of which she was not free till April; blrt, when we left home
on the 12th inst., she seemed to have pretty well regained her usual
strength, or at least as much so as could be expected for a person of
her age. 'Ve went for a visit to my son's house in V.,rarwickshire,
intending, God willing, to proceed thence to Leicestershire, and perhaps
to London. On that and three following days she was remarkably
well, and ate her food with much relish; but on the Friday afternoon
she was seized with a sickness which, in spite of the aid and advice of
three or four medical men, took her, on Friday, 23rd, to her heavenly
home. Here was our trial-our real trouble and grief-the loss of her
presence and lore to us on earth, though we said, "Not dead, but gone
before." But we were assured of her unutterable bliss; for is it not
written, "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord" ~
This was the blo,," that fell upon us from a Father's hand; but now
look at the other side of the picture. Our dear one was removed by
a comparatively painless disease, so contrary to that of last winter.
when she was racked with pain; and she had quiet and almost undisturbed
sleep after each attack of sickness, and departed without a struggle,
surrounded by most of her own children, her sole wish in this world
being that she could have seen those who could not be present while
she was still with us. These are mitigating circumstances of no light
character, but we consider our greatest S(~tisfaction-yea, even joy-was
in the blessed testimony he left ot her simple, child·like faith in the
faithfulness, all-sufficiency, and loye of the Lord Jesus. On 'Vednesday,
while I was sitting by her bed-side, in reply to my question how she
felt, she said, "I am rery comfortable." " In every way ~ " said 1. " Yes,
in every way. I shall not recover this time;" but, as if correcting
herself, "there is nothing too hard for the Lord, so we'll leave it to
Him." "God has dealt mercifully with us," said 1.
"Yes," she
replied, "above anyone. See what a family of children we have, and
how good they have all been to us and to everyone!" One of them,
standing by weeping, said, "Yes, dear mother; but, if there is anything
good in any of us, it is God's blessing on your example, which we
have tried to follow." " Ah! my dear," said she, "my example is
very imperfect; but 1 know you have looked higher, and have done
well." She then asked us to sing for her: "Sing' Safe in the arms of
Jesus;'" so we did-and she tried to join in with us-and some verses
of "I'm weary," and" "My rest is in heaven, my rest is not here."
Then she said, " What is that-' it will cease before long' 1" On the verse
being repeated, she said, "Ah! that is it, 'the conqueror's song.'
That is on my mind co.ntinually. 'The conqueror's song '-the fight will
then be over. 'Oome, Lord Jesus, come quickly!'" and this was her
frequent aspiration, "Oome quickly!" During Thursday she seemed
lost to all outward things; but, in the night, her dear attendant children
sang for her, and she seemed to understand and enjoy; but her happy
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spirit took its flight heavenward, homeward, early on Friday morning.
Her sorrowing children and her bereaved husband will ever gratefully
remember the respect shown by the attendance at her funeral, when
the Church was crowded, and the grave-side surrounded by sympathizing
friends from the neighbourhood, as well as our congregation and
parishioners. vVe did not expect such a demonstration. Her usefulness
has been of a character so thoroughly quiet, we thought that but few,
beyond her own family and friends, could, or did, appreciate her wort.h.
A better or more devoted wife, mother, or friend never breathed.
Sweetly sriggestive of these sweet verses are the thoughts upon our
minds at this moment" Hear whtl.t the voice from heaven
proclaims,
For all the pious dead;
Sweet is the savour of their names,
And soft their sleeping bed.

I

"They sleep in Jesus, and are
blest;
How kind their slumbers are!
From sorrow and from sins released,
And freed from every snare.

I

" Far from this world of toil and strife,
They're present with the Lord;
The labours of their mortal life
End in a large reward."

You will see a notice for a sp~cial sermon and collection on the 23rd.
It is for our old friend, the Rev. G. HEWITT's church, which suffered
damage by the storm in April to the extent of a thousand pounds,
and, as we were helped last year, may we not try to help him by our
contributions 7
I must conclude by expressing my prayerful wish that God may
bless our dear one's removal, and what has been written here, to our
good and to His glory, and remain,
Your loving friend and pastor,
ALFRED

HEWLETT.

"HOPE THOU IN GOD."
(PSALM xlii. 5.)
" Which hope we heLve as eLn anch01' of the soul, both sure eLnd steelfast,
cmd which enteTeth into that within the veil; whithc1' the F01'81'unneT is faT
~~s mtel'ed, even Je.• ~~s, made eL1L High Priest for evel' oftel' the orde1' of
Melchisedec, "-HEBREWS vi. 19, 20,

" HOPE thou in God;" by faith divine
Behold thy refuge sure;
Immutable His covenant pledge
For ever shall endure:
Thine anchor's cast within the veil;
There Jesus sits and must prevail.

'Mid storms and snares on every hand
This hope shall be thy stay;
A message from the better land,
To brighten all thy way:
Thine anchor's ca.st within the veil;
There Jesus sits and must prevail.

Firm as His throne in heaven above,
His promise made to thee;
Till Jesus comes in glory bright,
Thy blessed hope to be :
Thine anchor's cast within the veil;
There Jesus sits and must prevail,
Lovedean,

L S.

The Gospel Magazine.

517

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel MCigazine.

'\

My DEAR FRIEXD,-Now that the English cannon is once more
booming in the East, and our seamen are again plunged into all the
horrors of war, I sincerely trust that increasing funds may be forthcoming to furnish the men of that expedition with suitable and regular
reading. The Mission has many opportunities of sending parcels of
books to the different vessels in the Mediterranean. We have just
sent off twenty-seven parcels of books to the different coast-guard
cruisers, fourteen to the coast-guard watch-vessels, and nine to the
drill-ships of the Royal Naval lteserve. The isolation of these vessels
renders the reading very acceptable to the men.
I should be pleased indeed if the fund for supplying the lighthouses
with copies of "Retracings and Renewings" could be increased largely,
as I have very little money in hand towards this praiseworthy object.
Some of your readers have sent me copies of the work for this
movement.
The postage of these books being tenpence each, a sum
of £ 12 10s. will be required to post copies to the three hundred
lighthouses around our coasts.
A HAPPY CONTRAST.
H.M.S. Hecla, torpedo store vessel, sailed from Spithead, June 22nd,
to join the Mediterranean Fleet. She took, besides a vast store of explosives and several torpedo boats, a detachment of Marines, and two large
boxes of books for the Mission.
FROllI A_ AGENT IN THE r AVY.
DEAR Mu. BRIDER,-Many thanks for the box of books. The men
like th"ffi very much, and they are read by hundreds in this large seaport and garrison town. One day a Romanist asked me for a little
book; he had done so before. I asked him what he found in them
that he liked 1 He said he liked them because they gave the experience of the saved. Another Romanist said, "I rea(l them from the
other men, if you do not give them to me." I have collected among
these men a small trifle for the Mission, which I now enclose.
FRO:ll AN OFFICER IN COllIMAND.
" Captain S - - is greatly obliged for the bonntiful present of books,
&c., received for the men of the detachment stationed here under his
command."
The cable is now flashing to England the miseries of Alexandria,
under the bombardment of our combined squadrons. May the consideration of our own immunities from such heartrending scenes of
desolation and death make us all the more thankful and willing to
help on a work of this kind. Donations of books and money will
be thankfully received by me at the Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours in Gospel bonds,
CHARLES BRIp~R.
Do you ask, beloved, what it is that chiefly strengthens faith 1
is having much to do with Jesus.

It
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NEAR THE JORDAN AND OVER IT.

"And they two stood by Jordan."-2 KINGS ii. 7.
To the Editor of the Gospel l11cbgazine.
DEAR DB:. DOUDNEY,-I am so sorry not to have been able to
thank you sooner for so kindly ~ending me "Conversations by the 'vV ay,"
which are very interesting. I was so glad ter hear of you from Miss
HOLlIiES, who met you in Park Street, and told me you had so kindly
expressed interest in hearing about me. It is a long time since we
have met; but the GOSPEL MAGAZr~E always gives me the pleasure
of hearing so much about you. I was so EoIl'y to hear of your illness.
I hope aud trust you are nerw much better. You have passed your
seventy-first milestone, and I have passed my eighty-fifth, so I
am nearer home than you are, according to age; so that soon I shall
be for ever with Him who has saved me and called me; and what a
glorious change it will be! I have been ill for some months past, and
not able to go out, and am become deaf, but am thankful I can see
to read. I feel that a very great blessing, as I am quite alone; but
I do not feel lonely.
I have received the enclosed from my friend Mrs. FOGUETT. Her
mother, Mrs. HOOPER, of Ilfracombe, died April 8th, 1882, aged eightyfour years. She was a constant reader of the GOSPEL :\IAGAzr:\E. Hel'
daughter (Mrs. FOG 'ETT) thought you might like to ha\'e her last words,
and so I enclose it, as I think you 'IIould like to have it.
Yours very truly,
Clifton, ApTil 29th, 1882.
LOUISA PETERSO:\T.
P.S.-I have just received the GOSPEL MAGAZr"'E, and have read the
"Family Portion" with great interest, as I have taken the Magazine
the whole time you have been the Editor, forty-two years, or nearly
just the half of my life, and it has been a great comfort and blessing
to me. I trust you may be enabled to continue to edit it for many
years to come.
My mother's sweet farewell to her children and grandchildren, about
a week before she died: "Perfect peace!"
"Perfect happiness!"
" Wonderful love!"
"God bless you, my three dear daughters!"
" My love to my dear sons; God bless them!" " My love to my dear
grandchildren; God bless them!" "Let us all meet above!"
These words were spoken with great difficulty, on account of the
shortness of her breath and her extreme weakness. She was lying on
the sofa, evidently thinking that the time of her departure was come,
when the above words were uttered; but the Lord spared her a little
longer to us.
Through her long and painful illness, never a murmur, though sometimes a few tears told whp.t she suffered; but often she would" thank
God for every pain." She feasted on His Word. Her meditation
of Him was sweet. She mourned over abounding sin; and, to the
last, "minded only spiritual things."
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A Memoi1' of Richanl Knight, of Camden New Town. By W. J. STYLES,
Keppel Street Chapel.
London: W. H. and L. Collingridge, City
Pnss, 148 and 149, Aldersgate Street, E.O.
WE have read with additional interest this memoir, inasmuch as we
were personally acquainted with one or more of those whose names
are recorded. - For example, the Rev. T. Vi. GITTEKS (of whose Church
the deceased was a member) used to call upon us, and was a contriblltor
to these pages some for~y years ago. Hence, the book has served to
bring to remembrance old scenes and old friends. Among other matters
of interest to ourselves, we learn from it what we never knew before,
that our own natal-day was on a Friday j for under date" Monday, March
11 th, 1811," we have an extrart from Mr. KNIGHT'S mother's diary. This
1YaS written three clays after our first cry was heard in this vale of tears.
The memoir informs us that this godly woman's "career on earth
terminated ,,-hen he (U1'. K:c\IGRT) was but a child j" but she was
"tenderly and gratefully remembered, by him as long as he lived."
The tone of this mother's heart, and the Scriptural character of th8
teaching of which she was the subject, may be gathered from the
annexed extracts from her diary:Monday, Mctnh 11th, 1811.-The first time I h2,ve sat down to write
this month, since which time the Lord hath been pleased to lay His afflicting hand on my dear boy, but in the midst of deserved judgment He has
remembered mercy, and has graciously been pleltsed to raise him up again.
He is now able to go out, and increases in strength every day. "Oh, who
is a people like unto us, who have a God so near uuto us, in all that we
call upon Him for?" Oh, how sweet are these mercies which come to us in
answer to prayer! But, as Mr. Hart says, "The Lord does not grant us
what we ask because ,,-e pray, but we pray because He designs to answer
our petitions;" or, in other words, when our dear Lord is about to grant
the desire of our souls, He pours upon us the Spirit of grace and supplication, and we are enabled to pray in faith, and to come boldly to a throne
of grace, with a firm persuasion that He hears us, and that He will undertake for us, and that in His own time and way He will answer us. I have
sometimes found my burden sensibly removed from me when I have thus
been enabled to take it to the Lord and cast it upon Him.
P"iday, Manh 2~nd.-My little boy is very ill again; though but six
years old, he appears to be under a concern ahout his soul. He says he IS
afraid he shall go to hell.
He told me that he had been trying to keel)
awake to pray to our Saviour, but (iid not know at first what to say till it
came into hill mind to pray our Saviour to forgive him his sins.
He says
he has been very mischievous and wicked. I told him Jesus Christ came to
save those who ~ere sensible they were sinners. 0 Lord, out of the mouth
of babes and sucklings Thou canst perfect praise.
Oh, that Thou would est
teach and instruct him Thyself! He is not too young for Thee.
Oh, may
Thy blessed Spirit shine upon his soul! May He make him wise unto salvation. Oh, m,ty He teach his lisping tongue to show forth Thy praise J
Oh, may this illness be sanctified unto him!
May 2nd, 1811.-My little boy is now so well as to be able to go to
sclwol again. The Lord has been gracious to me, and has quite restored
him to health. He appears not to have lost the remembrance of his illness.
How near death he was! I am often astonished at his Jlonversation.
He
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says, "I have not forgotten to pray, but always fear that God Almighty will
not hear me. It comes into my head, mother, that I do not pray right;
and I often tremble when I pray lest He should not hear me." He had
been reading the Assembly's Catechism. He said it came into his heart to
read it; and he wept while he read. Said he, "I will recollect, when I go
to bed, to pray to God to make me understand what I read." Lord, if this
is indeed Thy work, Thou wilt carry it on, and perfect what Thou hast
begun. To Thee shall be all the glory.

At page 5- we read as follows :The celebrated WILLIA)! HUNTINGTON, then in the zenith of his popularity
and usefulness, was at that time preaching with singular acceptance in Providence Chapel, Gray's Inn Road. At Oil" of the services a group might
have been seen surrounding the pastor in the table-pew. Taking a little
babe in his arms, he commended it in fervent prayer to the grace of the
Triune God of Israel, in wll0se sacred name he sprinkled water on its face,
mentioned the name it was to bear, and implored that it might be blessed
here, and hm-eojte1' when its course on earth was ended. That babe was the
friend of whom we write; and the supplications then offered were speedily
followed by answers of peace.

Now, our late dear brother-in-law (the Rev. GEORGE D. DOUDNEY), for
thirteen years Incumbent of Charles Episcopal Chapel, Plymouth, was
baptized by that same eminent servant of the Most High, the mandespised but God-honoured 'VILLLDI Ht:~TI:\GTO~ ; and we hilse heard
his dear father'" state that, when ~Ir_ Ht:~TI~GTo:,( held that dear babe
in his arms in the table-pew spoken of in the ahoye extract, he
testified of the peculiar power that he felt, at the same time expressing
his belief that that child was destined to some great and good work
in the vineyard of the Lord of hests.
Had we space, we wonld gladly give more extracts from this
precious little work. Under the circumstances, however, we cannot do
better than commend the book itself to the attention of the reader.
Bowing at the Name of Jesus; Tuming to the East. SUlpliced Choin. The
SU1plice in the Pulpit. By the Rev. VV. F. TAYLOR, D.D., Incumbent
of St. Chrysostom's, Everton. Liverpool: J. A. Thompson.
THREE short tracts, calculated to be eminently useful, containing much
solid Scriptural information in a small compass. Considering the times
in which we live, how superstitious practices are "coming in like a
flood," and that a "lp-ague " has been formed with the avowed object
of re-introducing into the Church of England all the abominations of
B,ome, without exception, we look upon the publication of such tracts
as the above as most opportune, and shall be glad to hear of their
being widely circulated.
The TTi7tmphs of Faith. London: Book Society.
THIS is a reprint of the admirable letter by the Hev. ROBERT
VVALKER, Rector of vVymeswold, which originally appeared in the
Record newspaper, and which from that time to the p:esent has been
deservedly held in high esteem. In the present ed.ition, we have
ventured to introduce some plain and practical comments directly
hearing upon the same subject.

*

"Fearful,"

III

"Convclsations by the Way between Two Pilgrims."

