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"Go to now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we 'Icill go into
'3ttch a city, and continue tltel'e a year, and buy and sell, and {Jet
gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what
is your lile? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a IWle time,
and then 'canishetlt au·ay. For that ye ougltl to say, 1/ the Lard
will, we shall lice, and do tltis, or tltat."-JAMEs iv. 13-15.
THESE verses contain a challenge, a ca,ttion, and counsel.
The ehallenge, "Go to now," was a form of speech much used
in former times. See, for example, Genesis xi. 3-9: "And they
said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them
throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they
for morter. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name,
lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.
And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which
the children of men builded. And the Lord said, Behold, the
people is one, and they have all one language; and this they
begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from tllPm,
which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and
there confound their language, that they may not understand one
another's speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence
upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.
Therefore is the name of it called Babel; becFLuse the Lord
did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence
did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the
earth."
vVhat a solemn fact is here recorded! How striking a proof is
here given of the desperate wickedness of the hUilHll1 heart, that
so soon after the destruction of the whole humm family, with
G G
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the exception of eight persons, men should rise in rebellion, and,
in defiance of God, should propose a means by which to escape
should again a flood cover the earth! But you see that the Lord
J ehovah was at no loss to discover means by which to frustrate
their wicked purposes. N either is He at a loss now, to crush the
puny arm of the creature that may be put fodh in rebellion against
Him, any more than He was in the time of the flood.
But how was it that any escaped then? Because" Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord." But why did lw find grace in
the eyes of the Lord? Because he was better than other men?
By no means. Blessed be Goq.! Hc has left evidence upon record
that Noah was" a man of like passions with ourselves." Such proof
is thus left upon record, not that we should make light of sin
or iniquity (God forbid!), but that we should have proof of the
patience and forbearance of that Almighty Being with whom we
have to do.
Noah's "finding grace in the eyes of the Lord" was wholly of
divine sovereignty, and the same holds good with respect to every
vessel of mercy. It is not that ono man is better than another,
for all have the same deceitful and treacherous hearts_ "All have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; thero is none righteous, no, not one." A.ll are capable of going to the same lengths
of sin and transgression, if placed in circumstances of temptation.
and left of God. For my own part, there is not a Scriptu.re of
which I have a greater dread than that, "Ephraim is turned to
idols; let kirn alone." Oh, my God, visit me with any trial or
affliction, loss or cross-giving me grace and strength to bear itrather than say, "Let him alone! let him alone!" Oh, what
would be the awful consequences of being "let alone" ?
I speak it not in self-praise (God forbid !), but, as far as my
memory serves, I have never told a wilful lie in my life, neitherhave I been permitted to use a bad word; but I unhesitatingly say
that, if tempted by the great adversary, and "let alone," within
five minutes I should (Peter-like) break forth in oaths and
blasphemies.
See, moreover, dear hearers, the fruits and effects of mere judgments! Although only eight were saved from tho Hood, yet, the
root of sin being left in them, they brought forth fruit-evil fruit.
Here was the proof of it, in their rising in rebellion against God.
I cannot conceive of anything more awful, under the circumstances,
than this Babel-building, and yet this is the state of things which
continues to this day; sin and transgrcssion showing itself in
some form or other; a determined hostility against God. "Whois the Lord, that I should obey Him?" "IVe will not have this
Man to reign ovcr us."
Oh, how great is tho morcy when that natural enmity is slain,
and there is a turning to the Lord with purpose of heart! Whltt
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n, meroy when and where there is the simply looking to and
loaning upon llim as "all our salvation and all our desire;"
to be able to sny, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and
there is nono upon earth I desire in comparison with '1'l1ce. My
flesh and my hond faileth; but God is the strength of my hcart,
and 111y porLion for ever! "
How prono are the dear children of God to overlook what
He has dono for them in this respect. All such may well" thnnk
God, and take courage."
Oh, my hearers, how are matters with you in this respeot?
Who.t has the Lord done for you? I have no wish to stand
here Sunday after Sunday, and Thursday after Thursday, merely
thoori~ing,
I want to know what the Lord has done through
and by the preached Word. A"C you what you were ,'1 or have
you undergone a change? Do you know what it is for "old
thin?,s to have passed away, and all things to have become
DOW '? Do you love the things you once hated, and do you hate
the things you once loved?
But with regard to this challengc-" Go to now, ye that say,
To-day or to-morrow we will go into such a city, and continue
there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain "-in spite of all the
facts of daily occurrence, how do men indulge in the self-same
kind of language! How little do they calculate upon defeat or
interruption! 'l'urn to the twelfth of Luke, and listen to the
words of the Great Teacher Himself: "The ground of a certain
rich man brought forth plentifully: and he thought within
himsclf, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where
to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull
down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all
my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul,
thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease,
cat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool,
this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall
those things be, which thou hast provided?" You see, with ~ll
his boasted forethought and wisdom and far-sightedness, the
Lord declared him to be "a fool" withal. In spite of all his
He
scraping and storing, he was at best but "a fool"!
neglected the lasting and eternal for the trumpery, the trivial,
the passing!
But now we pass on to consider the caution. "Whereas ye
know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?
It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away." There is a simple caution given in Proverbs
xxvii. 1: "Boast not thyself of' to-morrow; for thou knowest
not what a day may bring forth." Observe, that what the Holy
Ghost intonded by the Apostle to express is, not simply a
function of' life in one or other 111e111ber of the body that might
G G
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be brought into use-the hand, the arm, the foot-but it is the
life itself-the body itself! It strikes at the root-divests the
whole frame of existence, and that as in a moment! Now, to this
end see the figures and representations which are used. Turn to
Job vii. 6, 7': "My days are swifter than a weaver's i:1huttle,
and are spent without hope. 0 remember that my life is wind:
mine eye shall no more see good."
When you have stood by the side of a loom, the sllltttle has
passed from side to side so quickly that you could scarcely perceiYe it; and yet Job comparl'S this, not to a part or passage
of life, but to life itself: "My days," he says-meaning the
whole of those days on earth. Again, he says, "My life is
'teind."
Now, what more transient than the wind? "The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
caLst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth." See
again, Psalm xxxix. 5," Behold, Thou hast made my days as an
handbreath ; llnd mine age is as nothing before Thee: verily
every man at his best state is altogether vanity." "My days as
an handbreadth!" "Mine age as nothing before Thee!" ":Every
man at his best state altogethet' t"anity ! " What a description, and
yet how true! AgaiEl, "Thou makest his beauty to consume
away like a moth.''' ~['here's a figure! A moth.' Haven't you
often been, as it were, astounded when you have caught the little
creature that has been flitting about the room so actively, and,
when you have with the tiniest touch crushed it between your
thumb and finger, thought of such having just had life, and such
life, too? You have looked with amazement at the particle that
has remained. And such is life! A moth! A moth.'
Ah! I was taught a lesson, in the early part of my ministry,
which I have never forgotten. I was called to visit, upon her
sick and dying bed, a young person about twenty years of age.
She was one of the most beautiful women I ever saw. She had
a lovely complexion and was the very picture of health; but of a
sudden she was laid down in fever. As I stood at the foot of
her bed, by the side of her mother, thought I, "Why, the saying that 'beauty is only skin-deep' is not true, for it is not
even skin· deep." Suc;h were the ravages that fever had made,
simply in two or three days, that that lovely complexion was
now so shrivelled as to look more like a burnt or roasted apple
than anything else to which I could compare it. In the ~ourse
of another two or three days (for they always bury so speedily
in Ireland), I saw that lovely woman laid in the cold grave.
Oh, what a lesson this should be, to the young especially! It
does grieve me, from time to time, when I see how health is
sacrificed to fashion. Those high-heeled boots, which are now so
much the order of the day, (the doctors tell us) throw the
whole frame, as it were, out of gear, alld the tight-lacing which
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is so indulged is only rendering those who practise it the earlior
uandidates for the tomb!
You have, doubtless, often stoou. upon the platform of it railway station, and you have seen, it may be, an express-tmin pass
by. That lever, or rod, or whatever it may be technically called,
that connects the outer wheels, passes to and fro with a swiftness
that you eau soarcely perceive it, and yet this is emblematic of
life.
Again, look at the ninetieth Psalm for a description of the
brevity of life. "Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayest,
Retul'D, ye children of men. For a thousand years in Thy
sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in
the nin·ht. 'rhou carriest them away as with a flood; they are
as a Seep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth
up. In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the
Again, ni.nth and tenth
evening it is cut down, and withereth."
verses, "For all our days are- passed away in Thy wrath: we
spend our years as a tale that is told. The days of our years
are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they
be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for
it is soon cut off, :::.nd we flyaway." Li.fe compared to "a tale
that is told!" What a farce, then, is life; and yet mark what
hangs upon it.
.
Again, in the l02nd Psalm we read, "My days are consumed
like 1;11l0l.'O, and my bones are burned as an hearth." " Like
smoke!"
Imagine that! That merely-momentary kind of thing,
escaping from the chimney or the flue, and in an instant c3rried
away, to be seen no more. Such is life!
Again, says the Psalmist, "My days are like a shadow that
declineth; and I am withered like grass." What can possibly
more strikingly set forth the fleeting, passing character of life?
Then, in the words of our text, we read, "What is your life?"
-mark the words, your life-your whole stay here-" It is even
a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away."
Oh, my friends, I know full well how difficult it is personally to' realiz<3 this; but that d((ficulty does not do away with
the reality. How often have I said to myself" And must this body die,
This mortal frame decay;
And must these active limbs of ?nine,
Lie mouldering in the clay 1"

-When I have been passing through the gates of yonder
cemetery, how often have I tried to realize the fact that one
day somo kind fi'iend would be about to perform the last sad
office over 1!tO in which I was then about to be engaged! But
I have fOUIlll that realization most diffioult. It is a fact,
nevertheless.
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In the first chapter of this Epistle to J ames, there is a very
striking passage. "Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that
he is exalted: but the rich, in that he is made low: because
as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is
no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass,
and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it
perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways."
Observe that expression, "the fi01CCl' of the grass "-not simply
the grass itself, but what is even more transient and fleeting"the flall'er of the grass!"
And then mark "the rich man
fading away in his ways."
Oh, how often have we seen the 'word of the Lord fulfilled as
given in Psalm xxxvii. 20, 35, 36: "But the wicked shall perish,
and the enemies of the Lord shall be as the fat of lambs: they
shall consume; into smoke shall they consumo away. I have
seen the wicked in great power, and spreading himself like a green
bay tree. Yet he passed away, and, 10, he was not: yea, I
sought him, but he could not be found."
~l'here is one passage to which I would refer yon, and that is,
1 Peter i. 24, 25: "For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of
man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flowel'
thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever."
But now I pass en to consider the counsel given: "For that ye
ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that."
Now, if you turn to Acts xviii. 21: "But bade them farewell,
saying, I must by all means keop this feast which cometh in
Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will";
1 Corinthians iv. 19: "But I will come to you shortly, if the
Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed
up, but the power"; and Hebrews vi. 3: "And this will we do,
if God permit"; you will see how the Apostle Paul acted upon
this principle.
In my little experience I have observed that, if ever I have
deviated from this course, and have spoken ul1candit£a1Za!l!l, I have
almost always-if not invariably-been defeated.
But now, in regard to the recent most distressing event, it may
be said to have been sudden, simple, and sctcl.
Sudden. Oh, think of what occurred with.in the short spaoe of
five miuutes! Had anyone gone into that gallery and whispered
into tho ears of any of those poor children, "In a few minutes
you will bo dead I" what would they have thought but that
some ono bad made his cscape from a lunatic asylum and made
his way up into that gallery? And, ignorant as they were of
the fate that awaited tbem, who of us can say what in like
manner may, iu some way or other, be awaiting us.2 "What
What insight into the future r What
knowledge have '/Ve?
wisdom to guide, or strength to avoid?

The Gospel Maga,s'iltc,

455

This brings us to the second thought-simplc, How simple and
unthought of the means that sealed the fate of those dear children.
A partially closed door, or the simple dropping of a bolt! And
how commonly do we find that, from the most triliing circumstances,
the most dreadful calamities have arisen. 'fhe simple loss of
a man's hat off the recently-opened Brooklyn bridge caused
the death of many and serious injuries to a still greater number.
The simple bursting of a half-gallon jar, and that within a
few feet of your minister, two or three years ago, caused the
death in a few minutes of four poor fellow-creatures, and led
to the destruction of the Oity Prcss premises and property to
the tune of from fifty to sixty thousand pounds! When these
,casualties occur, the common cry'is, "vVho could have thought it?
It was such a simple matter."
Thirdly, it was sad. Ah, how sad! Think of the many homes
deprived, as in a moment, of one of its chief attractions. How
many a father was bereft of his pet boy! How many a mother
,of her darling girl!
But, whilst the great lesson taught us by this most solemn
event is that we should pray, "Ba teach us to number our
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom," there is
another idea suggested by the event, and that is satisfaction.
" &ttLifaction ?" say you. "Can ou!' minister mean it?" Yes,
there is a sati,ifaction amid the gloom! Think not that I cannot feel for the bereaved, Personally I have lost eight out of
fifteen children, and the rest are scattered far and wide; and
never, methinks, did man's heart bleed over the departed more
than mine has bled over mine. But ah! I am brought to
feel that I would not have one back-no, not for worlds.
Thousands upon thousands of bereaved ones have been able, in
common with the afflicted and the bereaved J ob, to exclaim,
"The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away; blessed
be the name of the Lord." 'fhousands upon thousands have
been enabled, with regard to their departed ones, to say with
the Psalmist, "I shall go to them, though they shall not return
to me."
I doubt not but what, after the first gush of grief is over,. and
those bereaved godly fathers and godly mothers of Sunderland are
brought calmly to reflect upon what has happened, they will take
comfort from the thought of what their deal' departed ones have
escaped with regard to the sins, the sufferings, and the sorrows of
life. They will not have to leave in this wicked world those
objects of deep anxiety and care, when they themselves are called
to depart hellee and be no more seen. Sudden death, to those who
have departed in Ohrist, has proved indeed to be sudden glory!
The dear c~ildren in yonder gallery have been singing, "Glory,
glory, glory!" From my heart I believe that many of those
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departed ones are singing, "Glory, glory, glory!" in the upper
and better world. They began to sing the song down here,
amid the din and battle of life, but they have taken up the notes
there in higher, brighter, more glorious and abiding-yea, eternal
and uninterrupted-strains. Oh, is not this sati.:faction?
May the bereaved ones be comforted upon these grounds, and
may we all be taught by these most solemn lessons to "set our
affections" more and more upon things above, and less and less
upon things below; for "Here we have no continuing city;
this is not our rest."

ENOUGH!
IT is enough, my Lord, enough to
know
That, in this world of sufl'ering and
_
woe,
Thy life was given and laid down for
me'
That in the flood
Of Thy most precious blood
My soul is washed, and from its sin
made free!
Enough that in Thy holy ""Vord I learn
Thy strength is given unto those who
turn
To seek Thee, unto those who on Thee
wait;
In every care,
Temptation, trial, or snare,
Thy grace can meet my need, however
great.
It is enough, my Lord, that, in the
hour of grief,
The sweetness of Thy comfort brings
relief,
And makes the wounded, troubled
spirit whole;
Thy word of " Peace! "
Bids winds and waves to cease,
And calms the restless beating of my
soul.
It is enough. 0 Lord, to feel thllt Thou
dust know
Each victory and failure, every ebb
and flow
Of my weak heart, whioh, though so
weak, is 'l'hine ;
And Thou dost sea
How much I long for Thoo
To sanctify and strengtholl and reune.

The secrets of my heart to Thee are
known,
The hopes I cherish, and the hope~
IIOW flown,
Tho empty places, and the vanity;
Search me, and try
My heart, and still the sigh
For things that might be. Let me
rest in l'hee.
I often lung for satisfttction hereFor very many things my heart holds
dearYet 'tis Thy fulness that I fain would
know;
Oh, draw Thou nigh,
My Jesus! Satisfy,
And fill my soul until it overflow!

All, all the rest I leave to Thee, my
Lord;
Thy ""Vord is sure and Thy commandment broad,
While to Thy love there is no depth
nor height,
Nor breadth, nor length;
But 'tis an endless strongth
To those who trust it, and dwell in its
light.
I only ask that Thou wouldst draw me
noar,
That Thy dear voice may lead, and
calm, lInd cheor ;
Do with me liS Than wilt; Thou
knoll'ost best;
For nought cnn Pllltt
Me from Thy loving liJart ;
Oh, hold 1110 there, ll11d keep me thereat rest!
E~nfELINE SPENCER.
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A STRING OF PEARLS.
" The proverbs of Solomon, the son of D,wi,l, king of Israel."PROVEI:J'::; i. 1.
VVE have, ill our uaily family gathering around God's Word, been led
to read through the Proverbs, and never in the course of one's oxperience h:wo they seemed so precious as till now. Passage after passage
we havo underlined as full of divine import, and which, if we could
comment upon, would well fill a volume with unctuous truth. Do read
them, beloved, and ponder over them; they are precious indeed. In
the limit afforded us in these pages we· can only extract a little honey
from this rich hive. ,Ve can only take, as it were, a few pearls from
this precious string of pearls, examine their beauty, and tell of their
lustre, with the hope that others who have the key to this cabinet of
jewels will unlock it, and examine for themselves the treasures
therein.
And what is the key ~ Some say the Proverbs are rules for various
conditions in life-for kings, courtiers, men engaged in the afi'airs of
the world; for masters, servants, fathers, mothers, and children. True,
they may be all this. But is this all ~ Far from it. It is He who
is ·Wisdom itself that speaketh-the wisdom of Christ, who is made
unto us wisdom. He is the Light; He is the Knowledge. It is
Christ who spcaks. Keep this in mind, and it will put life into the
words, nud beauty and weight to the sentences, and, through the
Spirit's tcaching, will unfold Him ill ways which will enrich the soul
and bring happinoss to the believer. Here, then, is the koy. "vVisdom
is the principal thing, therefore got wisdom. " Jesus is the ·Wisdom of
God. Has He beon made so unto 11S in personal realization ~ If so,
God be praisell. "Happy is the man who findeth wisdom."
But it will bo, beloved, surely worth our while to prove this point,
namely, that it is Christ who is personified unuer the title of
" \Visdom."
It is Christ who is the Speaker. A Greater than
Solomon is hore. Notice, then, how the personal pronoun is used,
"I "-the "Great I "-1'01' instance: " I will pour out My Spirit untG
you, I will make known My words unto you. I have called," &c.
"I have stretched out My hanrl," &c. (Prov. i. 23, 24). Again, in
the thirty-third verse, "But whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell
safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil." Again, fourth chapter,
eleventh vorse, '" I have taught thee in the way of wisdom;" (v. 7),
"Hoar Me now therefore, 0 ye chilrlren;" while in the eighth chapter,
the "Great I," uuder the title of "vVisdom," is mentioned again and
again, while the" Me" and the "My" is used upwards of fifteen times.
And in tIJis chapter we have th~t wonderful description of the co-eternal
existonco of Christ with the Father before the world was: "I was set
up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.
vVhen thero were no depths, I was brought forth," &c. "Then I
was by I-~irn, as One brought np with Him: and I was daily His
delight, rejoicing always before Him," &c. And then that sweet

458

The Gospel lJ;[agazille.

verse, the twenty-fourth of the eighteenth chapter, which wc have
experimentally realized: "A man that hath friends must show himself friendly: and there is a Friend that sticketh closer than a
brother." Ah! that beloved Friend is Christ, whom the Church in
the Canticles calls truly, "the altogether lovely." Again, nineteenth
chapter, eleventh verse, "His glory passes over a transgression." Is
it not so ~ Our entire salvation is not merely for our sakes, but for
His own glory; while, in the twenty-second chapter, in two verses,
the twentieth and twenty-first, the "Great I" is repeated several
times: "I have written excellent things."
Now, we have only run through these points just to show that" the
excellent things" in the Proverbs are spoken by Christ Himself.
He
is Wisdom. What a mercy that we know Him to be Wisdom unto
us, and embrace Him in the arms of faith as "my Beloved"! If the
reader likes to pursue the subject, the research will richly pay him.
Having, then, shown that the Centre-Pearl is "the Pearl of great
price," let us examine some of the pearls that clustcr around Him.
Here is one-and a precious one, too-" a Well of life" (Prov. x. 11).
And who is that ",VeIl" but Christ ~ Hc is the " Well of life," as
He Himself told that poor sinner, the Samaritan woman, "If thou
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith unto thee, Give Me
to drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have given
thee living water." "And this is life eternal, that we may know Him,
and the power of His resurrection." A saving knowledge of Christ,
this is life divine, which life will result in a living faith, which looks
up to an ascended Lord, and sees that, through His resnrrection, He
has opened a way to the Father's throne; has opened the kingdom of
heaven to all believers; has gone before His people within the veil,
leaving them the assurance that where He is they shall be also;
has opened out His fulness to supply them with every needful blessing
during their pilgrimage here; and who has given proof, by the power
·of His resurrectiun, that He has completed the work of salvation for
them. Nothing can be added to it or taken from it. Kor can even
one of His little ones be lelt to perish. No; the power of His resurrection ensures their salvation, their security, their supplies, and gives
them a passport into the heavenly city itself. Oh, what a "Well of
life" is here! "That I may know Him and the power of His
resurrection."
But let us again look at our string of pearls. Here is a brilliant
and blessed one-" Love covereth aU sins" (.prov. x. 12). 1 should like
those who are feeling a sense of their past sins, which are ever rising
up to condemn them (and which Satan takes good, or" rather evil, care
.to rake up against them), to lay hold of this little word" all," because
,that word includes every sin, past, present, and future. "Who forgiveth all thine iniquit,ies, who healeth all thy diseases." Redemption
work would not be complete if it did not cover all the sins of the
redeemed; but, blessed be the Lord, His salvation is a complete salva,tion, and His OW11 assertion is, "I have blotted out thy sins as a cloud,
.and thy transgrossions as a thick cloud." AmI in this" blotting out," we
,get at the fact th[tt they are totally effaced; and in the thick cloud, at
,the fact that they are totally obscured; and the Holy Ghost uses such

fi

The Gospel .Magazine.

459

figures to assurc us of the truth that "love covcreth all sins."
Tile blood of Jcsus Christ, wherc applied, cleanscth from all sin.
lIe hath abundantly made satisfaction for the sins of His people,
and where sin abounds, grace cloth much more abound. May He
grant us faith to lay hold of this little adverb "all," and gain
that peace within which a felt knowledge of its truth is calculated
to give. "Love covereth all sins." This is the proof He gives of
His love, which is everlasting and unchangeable.
But we unstring, as it were, another pearl, namely, "The blessing
{)f the Lord it rnaketh rich" (Prov. x. :?2). The poor man, as far as
this world's goods are concerned, who is rich in faith, and an heir of
the kingdom, is rich indeed. "The blessing of the Lord" maketh him
so. How precioui's are those words, in contrast to the man upon whom
tho curse rests, because he trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm:
c. Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the
I'd is: for he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that
aproadeth out her roots by the river," &c. Such shall not cease from
yielding fruit; and, as the Lord tells us by the prophet Hosea,
.. From Me is thy fruit found." Thus a fruit-bearing Christian in
Christ, finding Him the Source of all sap and supply, realizes experimentally the fact we are pointed to-that "the blessing of the Lord
maketh rich."
My thoughts wander to an exceedingly poor man, with scarcely
more than a crust and Christ, and a drink of the brook hard by his
cottage home; but oh, how rich in faith was that man! His firm
trust in God put us to shame.. 1:1 is knowledge of divine things was
Jeep. His acquaintance with the Scriptures was remarkable, although
he could scarcely read correctly. \Ve could come to no other conclusion than that he was in the best of schools, and had thc best of
teachers, namely, he was in the scllOol of Christ, taught by the Holy
Ghost Himself-ignorant enough about worldly things, yet made by
th:lt gracious Teacher wise unto salvation. Oh," the blessing of the
Lord" does make rich in the best SCllse of the word. Such knowledge
is enviable, and I ollly wish that I had half this poor man's faith,
half his trust, and half his spiritual attn,inments.
But is there not something secrct and spccial to the children of
God in this expression, "The blessillg of the Lord"? There are, it is
Ll'Ile, countless hlessings extended to them, and which they, together
with their fellow-men, are receiv.illg clay by day and hour by hour.
l311 1" over and beyond this, does 1I0L the child of God feel that "the
blessing of the Lord" is upon him ill ;1, special way 7 and which brings
him to a tearful acknowledgment or the goodness and mercy of the
.Lord: "Why me,Lord7 Why mc, Lord7 So unworthy of Thy notice
-tho chief of sinners-yet saved, yd upheld, yet blessed from on high."
Again to Olll' string of pearls. lll:J'c is another pungent with divinn
truth-" l'hei'l' 12cdecmel' 'is rni,qhty." Yes, indeed He is. How ofton 1,110
Lord sooms to tarry in His delivcrances to prove this, and to magnify
His greatness aml glory, as, for j IIstance, in the cr:~se of Pharaolt
and the childrcll of lsrael. Again :lIld again and again He harJolled
Pharaoh's heart, that he would 1101, Jet the children of Israel go. Call
we wonder if Moses became sick at heart, and that Uod's chosen
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people were brought to despair ~ But wait on and watch on. The very
tarrying is but to bring about the greater triumph. The deliverance came,
and with it an exhibition of increased omnipotency and power of God,
and an increased exhibition of the poverty and powerlessness of man.
And now, when it comes to our eternal salvation, how increasingly it
is so! Our" Hedeemer is mighty." The omnipotent One-omnipotent
to save! Oh, I la and will glory in a salvation that is all of the
Deity! I see herein my safety, and glory in a religion that is all of
grace and mercy" 'When I my God a refuge make,
No power in hell my soul can shake."
Ah! while we are writing of His strength and security, some make
Him out to be a weak God! Do not our hearts recoil from snch a
thought ~ and yet much of the teaching and preaching of the present
day levels the divine Being to a weak and impotent God, for say they,.
"God waiteth to be graciolls, but He cannot act till you act.
He
is willing on His part; but, unless YOll are willing on yours, He can
do nothing." Oh, never, never will I bemean my gracious God by
charging npon Him such impotency, attributing to Him positively- less
strength than the creatures He has made! No; my " Bcdeeme1' ,is m:ighty,"
and His might, in its omnipotency, has not merely worked my salvation,
but ensured it to me, and sealed it home upon my heart with power.
The experimental beginning was a matter of divine power and sovereignty,
for, when dead, He passed by and said, "Live! Live!"
The
caTTying on is a matter of omnipotent grace, for He who hath begun
the good work will perform it; and the. crownin:; of this wOTk shall show
t~at ~ny "Hedeemer is mighty."
"The Lord God will give "-mark,
w~ll gwe.
It is all His own work-" grace and glory, and no good
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly." My God,
then, is not a weak God, left to act at the caprice of the creature,
but He is "mighty to save."
But we look at another pearl on our string-" With the lowly ,is wisdom "
(Prov. xi. 2). I am sure the Lord feels it necessary to send such
discipline as that we may become" clothed with humility;" but, alas!
it takes a great deal of stripping work to do it. One truly sings"Lord, what have I to do with pride?
My life in mercy Thou dost spare."
What indeed ~ and yet how that cursed pride enters into our converse
and conduct! If even we get a gathering of Ohristians, and when one
would think humility should be manifested, it is far otherwise. The
talk is very much of self, and the spirit prevalent to outvie each other,
and appear greater than one another. Oh, is this like the Master, that
precious lowly Ono? Dear Lord, preserve our souls from pride, and make
us more like Thysolf! Let there be a more marked distinction between
our spirit and the spirit of the world. Ah! with a felt knowledge of
what we are by IIf\tlll"e, and what gracc has done for us, our position
should be a lowly one indeed. Well, with all the creature pride which
we so much lamcnt, yet I do think this language suits our feelings
and desires-
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" A beggar lying at Thy door,
Away with pride, it suits not me !
My cry is mercy to implore;
My posture, deep humility. I,

But we look again into our casket. Here is a blessod pcarl-" The
f'Oot of the 1'ighteous yieldeth f1'uit" (Prov. xii. 12). Again we sce Jesus.
"I am the Vine, ye are the branches." He is the Source of sap, life,
and vigour to His Church. In Him is her fruit found. And how
wonderfully this works! A poor worm upon earth, saved by cvcl'lasting
love and omnipotent power, finds at once that life given going out
into c'l',ljing to God faT needed blessings, and for wants which are the
result of Jivine life. The Lord hears that cry, and opening out His
fulncss, as it were, the Holy i::lpirit becomes the divine Communicator.
His communications come in the way of gifts and graces drawn
from Christ's fulness, which result in the righteous yielding fruit,
findinl? it in Him, and returning it to Him, with profit to the recipient
and glory to His great name. So, after all, it is the root that yieldeth
the fruit, such frnit being acceptable to God.
Oh, beloved, we can depend upon nothing in ourselves. Vve are
hut poor, helpless sinners.
Our trust is in Jesus, and He is our All
in all. If such is our case and standing, rooted and grounded in
Chl'ist" The dews of His own grace,
The Spirit's gentle rain,
The g'orious rays of righteousness
Shall not descend in vain;"

fol' "the root of the righte IllS yieldeth fruit."
Bllt again to our string of pearls. Look at this one-Cl In the fear
of the LOl'llis :;trong conjidence: and Ilis ch'ild1'en shall lwve a place 0/
Q'efufJe" (Prov. xilr • 2G). Yes, it is so. Take the case of two men who
are placeJ in a position of imminellt peril-the one a Christian, who
has long liveLl iu the fear of the LOl'd, and th0 other an ungodly man
who has long lived in sin and wickedness. Death stan's them in the
face. I Llo Hot say that the Christi:m will be exempt from natural
fear; but, while the ungodly mall is in terror, calling out ill his
.lespair for help, the Christian will realize an inward calm that the
Lord reigneth-that his God will bring him through the tlanger, if
His will-if otherwise, the will of the Lord be done. The Lord will
be his Source of confidence. He ll:l,s feared Him, and lived as before
1Jinl, and now he is confident He will stand by him, or it is the set
tillll: come for him to be called up liigher. Oh, it is a right tbing
~t1)(l a blessed thing to be a Christian!
Such shall l,ave a placc of
refuge t.hat will never fail them. The Rock of Ages is his shelter, and
hidden ill Christ, he has nothing to fear" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."

And Llli" hallowed place of refuge brings us to another precious
source of l:ollsolatioll, namely, "The way of life is above tv 11u: 'wise"
(Prov. xv. :JI-). lt is that precious word "ctbove" that cakhl''' the
eye and melLs ono's heart. Oh, I do like to look up -with the eye of
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faith, and realiL:e some of the sweetness of that "abovo"! Yes, my
God and Father is there. My precious Hedeemer and Saviour t.here.
Ah! and there for me-and t.here for you, dear reader-and the
gracious Spirit is there, drawing from the fulness of Christ ::md sClllling
down blessings. " Above." Yes, far above the beggarly elements of
time, and all the worrics of this worrying world, realizing the secret.
of leaning by faith upon the I{edeemcr's bosom, and receiving from
His sacred lips words of comfort aud love. " Above." Yes, my
Saviour and salvation therc. He has done all; He has finished the
work; and now in His exaltation is "above," and faith recognizes and
realizes Him as our" All and in all." "Auove." Ah! not to live alone
there. No; He will not live without His uriJc, His Church; and He
has told every member of His mystic boely, "Where I am ye shalL
be also""List to the voice of the glurious Onc,
'Welcome, 0 blessed; sit duwn on My tlll'une ! ' "

Ah! all this shows us that we have it life which i::; divine, the way
of which is "above," the eud of which is "above." The wise shaH
understand these things-that i~, those who are malle wise unto salvation. They shall know the way of life which lca\l~ to everlasting
glory.
But we draw another pearl from our string-" lIt; limr£'lh the prayer
of the 1'iyhtcou:;" (Prov. xv. 2\)). I am suro He does. Prayer is a
prevailing power with Him" He sittoth on a throne of gmce
To heal' my least ref!Uest."

What tales the children of God have to tell each othcr of gracious
answers to prayer-times when they luwc been satisfied that the Lord
has answered their cry, and, in His own sovereign way, worked for
their good! How marvellously this has been the case with the
Christian who has become in needy circumstances, perhaps not knowing
where the next meal will come from; and yet secretly the Lord has
been at work with some friend, or even stranger, 'who has been
impelled to send in a little stock of goods, and the needy ono has
seen how it is the Lord who has spread his or hcr table in the
wilderness. Is it not so, dear reader? Yes, prayer will be the very
clement in which the righteous live" I pray to Thee when sin is near,
In clays of joy, in nights of griof;
And, though no danger should appc;u',
Prayer is my' safety and reliof."

Yes, it is the life-cxerciso of a living soul.
N or is iL a vain one, for
"God heareth the prayer of the righteous."
Again turning to oLlr string of pearls, see this one-" Bqfore honou·)"
is humil'ity" (ProI'. xv. 33). It was so with our Lord; it will be so
with His followers. :1>001' Job was not mcrely stripped of one earthly
comfort, but completely stripped. But this was but the prelude of the
Lord's giving him His" twico as much." The wilderness journcy j::;
ofttimes very trying and tedious, yet it is a blessecl joulTley, wltich
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ends in heaven. It is not well for us that the "far better" of the'
glorious city should be reachecl without the humbling process, which
makes us "meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the saints in
light." God's ueiu' people ever have been, and ever will bc, as long as·
the earth remaineth, a tried and afflicted people; but set in opposition
to this humbling work is their exaltation and honour-their afflictions
" light" and "but for a moment," compared with the great eternity
of bliss and joy in store for them. Their pain and suffering is not
for eternity, for no pain shall be endured above, but. the glory is
eternal. Oh, let us not quarrel, then, with, or question the wisdom of,
the "humbling" which brings to "the honour," but rejoice in the
fact that "before honour is humility."
But we take out another pearl from the treasures of the Word of
God-" A man's head deviseth his way, lint rhere follows the pearl]
the Lord (Zi'reelelh his steps" (Prov. xI,i. 9). Oh, how again and again
we say, "We will do this thing, or go that way;" and we plan and
purpose, and all seems likely to prol'e a smooth course to us, when
something comes to mar our plans and blight our purposes j then what
a rebellious spirit we manifest! We say, "All these things are against
me! "Vhy Heed the Lord so permit my desires to be crossed, and
things to arise so contrary to my expectations ~ " Ah! beloved, in
spite of all the blight put upon our devisings, "the ways of the
Lord are right j >' and, when He takes the matter in hand, and
directeth our steps, we shall live to see the wisdom of it, and mark
the grace and mercy and love that are in His dealings" 0 Lord, I know that what is best
Thou still wilt give to me ;
This yields my sou] a perfect rest,
A confidence in Thee.'>

But auuther pearl we Inark on our string: "Take away the dross jron'
the sil'ver, and then; shall come forth a vessel for the finer" (Prov. xxv. 4).
Some five hundred years before Christ a tyrant king reigned over
Babylon. Certain of the children of Israel, "in whom was no blemish,"
stood in places of trust in the king's palace. How often are the people'
of God called in their lots in life to places and positions uncongenial
with their standing before God, and yet the Lord blesses and upholds,
but their faith must be tested and tried. Peculiarly was this the case
with the men of God reftrred to. The tyrant king set up an image
of gold, and bade all his courtiers and subjects fall down and worship,
it-" And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, shall the same hour
be cast into the midst of the fiery furnace," was his cruel mandate.
·What was to be done 1 God gave His servants strength from on high,
and they refuseu to worship any but the living God. Rage and fury
possp,ssed the vile spirit of the tyrant king, and the form of his visage was
changed against theso men of God. Therefore he spake and commanded
that they shoul.] heat the furnace seven times more than it was wont
to be heated. " Oh," would argue unbelief, "in the moment these tried
ones are thrust into the furnace, they will be consumed. There will
not be a vestige left of them." But was it so 1 Oh no! 0UI' God reigneth.
The tyrant king is bllt a moth in His hands. Instead of three men,.
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four men were seen loose, walking in the midst of the fire :tud having
no hurt, and the form of the fourth was like the Son of God, while
not a hair of their heads was singed, neitller were their coats changed,
nor had the smell of fire passed on them. 'Vhat was the secret 7 They
trusted in the Lord; and when their faith was tested to the full, the
Refiner Himself was present, walking with them and by them, to bring
glory to the King of kings whom they served.
Oh, deal' friends, it is iu this way spiritually the Lord permits His
pkJople to be tried in the fiery furnace of affliction. It is to purify
them, to take away the dross, that there may "come forth a vesscl
for the finer;" and depend upon it, in the furnace of affliction, Jesus is
there with them--their sympathizing Elllcr Brother, their Saviour, and
God of their salvation.
And speaking of trust leads us to take oA:' from our string of pearls
another gracious one: "J;Vhoso putteth his tnlst in the Lord shall be
safe" (Prov. xxix. 25). "l'TUot," that golden word, which always
seems to us to convey this thj'ee-fold eonl: stability; security; serenity.
Stability: "They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion,
which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever." Secuj'ity: "As the
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about His
people, from henceforth even for ever." Serenity: "Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth
in Thee." Oh, to be brought to this precio\1s peace! "These things
have I spoken unto you," said our Lord to His disciples, "that in Me
ye might have peace."
Oh, the worry of this worrying world; there seems no peace in connection therewith. It is the horse-leech that is ever crying out,
" Give! give!" It robs one of spiritual joy. It spoils one's temperits demands are clamorous. The world and its claims, I was going to
say, crave of us nine-tenths of the day; alas! lUore than this, we carry
our cares into the night watches, and are given thereby many a
restless hour. Oh, what should we do without Christ 7 Blessed be
His name, He sees all and knows all; and in Him we find a
sure and safe refuge. "Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be
safe."
Now, beloved, if we have done nothing more than stit' you up to
search for Christ in the Proverbs more than you have 01'01' doue before,
and, in searching, to find that there are depths of beauty and preciousness
in Christ you never before knew, I shall be thankful. This is my hope,
and I beliove it will not be a vain one, in the Lord.
'vVe have, then, had before us a string of pearls, of which Jesus is
the ccntre-the Pearl of great price. 'vVe have seen, too, how He is
"the well of life," and this is eternal life that we may know Him
and the power of His rcsurrection-a saving knowledge of a precious
Christ-and "'here this is realized, the Christi:l.n will find Him to be
the inexhaustillle Spring, ever suP!)Iying tIle heart-felt need, the cause
of growth as well as the gift of life; and to draw from His fuIness
will be the constant desi.re, and which, when satisfied, will produce a
joy and poace of min,] wllich passeth understanding.
Spring up, 0
well! grant divine supplies, Thou divine Source! Then shall we be fruitful and vigorous in divino things. Then, wc have been drawn to the

...
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gracious assertion-" Love covereth all sins," with the dosiro that the fearful
and timid ones might lay hold of th:lt important little word, "all,"
because it includes every sin Satan can rake up against them, past,
present, and future, redemption work not boing completo if any sin
committed by tho Lord's living people remained unatoncd for; Jcsus
has made abundant satisfaction, and "where sin abounds, graco doth
much more abound." Then we havo seen how "the blessing of tho
Lord, it maketh rich," that, however poor and aftlicted the child of God
may be, as far as this world is concerned, he is a blessed man, living,
too, under the special blessing of the Most High, finding in Christ his
fruit. Then wo have traced that, while some, in their teaching, make
out God to be a weak God, one of our precious pearl-like proverbs tells
us that our "I{,edeemer is mighty," and as such, we blessedly realize
Him "mighty to save," omnipotent in all His works and ways. The
work of salvation, the experimental beginning, the carrying on and
crowning, all prove this. Then we have seen that "with the lowly is
wisdom," the Lord giving such discipline as shall keep His people
lowly, crucifying their pride, aud bringing them to walk humbly in
His sight. And, again, that" the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit.".
Christ being their Root, all their sap and nourishment come from Him,
resulting in fruit unto God, which brings blessing to the recipient and
glory to His name. "In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence, and
His children shall have a place of refuge." Yes, it is so. In times of
danger, it is proved that the Christian who has lived in the fear of
the Lord is calm, while the ungodly betrays a terror, because comciencestricken as to the COli sequences of his life of sin and wickedness. Then,
in thinking of the proverb, "The way of life is above to the wise," wc
have dwelt upon that precious word" above." Our blessed R.edeemer
there fot' us, and our life hid with Christ in God; while our communion
and followship is above, diville communication coming from above to
us as we fight on in life's warfare, till we take our place "above" with
the redeemed of the Lord. Further, we have referred to the hallowed
truth, that our God" heareth the prayer of the righteous," and listens
to our least request in His own time, sending down answers of peace
and love. Then: we have drawn attention to the salutary lesson that
"Before honour is humility." It was so with the Master. It is well
that it is so with His followers; and, then, that a man's heart deviseth
his way, but the Lord directeth his steps. Again and again our ways are
fraught with disappointment and failure, but the ways of the Lord
are always right. Then has followed another wholesome lesson for us
to learn experimentally, namely, the necessity of taking away the dross
from the silver, that there come forth a "vessel from the finer. " Jesus
appearing in the furnace with us, our sympathizing Elder Brother,
which has brought out another assurance that they that put their trnst
in the Lord shall, in all their trials and adversi~ies, "be safe."
We leave these thoughts and tracings with you, dear reader. May
the Lord make them a blessing to your souls. Amen.
BUl'ton-on-l'l'ent.
G. C.
·WHAT doth Nehemiah with his Jews for their common safety 7 They
pray and watch-they pray unto God, and watch against the enemy.
HH
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'¥-Jilgrim iJupcrs.
WHERE ARE WE DRIFTING 1
By the mouth of the prophet Jeremiah, God spake these worus to His
ancient pcople, "Learn not the ways of the heathen;" but they heeded
not the warning voice. "They obeyed not, nor inclined their ear to
hear, but walked everyone in the imagination of their evil heart."
Then follows this formidable announcement: "The Lord said unto me,
A conspiracy is found among the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They are turned back to the iniquities of their
forefathers." This was God's bill of indictment against Israel, their
idolatry. The commonly-quoted words, "History repeats itself," contains a truth that, as time rolls on, tells the tale of nations and
Churches, and bears its testimony to their rise and fall.
The history of the Jews proclaims prominent lessons of instruction
down to our own days. It contained the germ of the election of grace
hid in Ohrist Jesus, and saved by faith in the blood and righteousness of Him who, in the fulness of time, was made Hesh to redeem
them that were under the law, and also to gather together in one, by the
Gospel, the family of God, "to the intent that now, unto principalities
and powers in heavenly places, might be known by the Church," com-.
posed of Jews and Gentiles, "the manifold wisdom of God."
Throughout the Jewish history we trace this one vein of truth-the
indignation of God against national idolatry. Set up as a people to
bear witness to the Most High among surrounding natiol18, whatever
might be their sins, personal or social, the point for punishment and
righteous severity was national declension from this law, "Thou shalt
have no other gods before Me." Their protest against idolatry was
their preservation as a people, and failure in this respect was fatal to
their national interests.
~Tithout any union in the craze afloat of our " Jewish extraction," we
may admit that, among the nations of the earth, England, fo~' the last
three centuries, has been selected by God as the depot for His W orcl,
and, taking the wide range of the globe, has contaiued, possibly, during
that period more of God's elect than any other portion of the world.
This has been the source of England's prosperity. "The new wine
found in the cluster," mixed though it is, with all the evils produced
by the fall, has as yet been preserved by sovereign power; and, when
impending judgments threatened destruction, the fiat of Jehovah went
forth, ,. Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it: so will I do for My
servants' sake."
England dared to throw off the yoke of Rome, and as a nation
protested against Popery.
Through the Scriptures the door of
knowledge was opened, and those "ordained to eternal life believed."
Thus a small spot on the globe became a witness to other lands, and
was made the means, through the Gospel, to "gather together in one
the children et God that were scattered abroad." This was the result
of the glorious em of the Reformation, which, without entering into
failures that call for lamentations, are traceable, like all failures,
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mill misdoings, to IIUlII',. fldl and total corruption ill

IInL t lm ,\uostion comes with 8011'"111 wright, "\iVhere are we now
Ildrtillu I t\ \Iltiplicu churches, and Illl(nitarios over them, are no signa
411' hlllrl"lIMl light [Lnu godliness; 011 Lho contrary, based upon Popish
l'rilll,il'h'", I ho IIllJrit of works, and "'ull~Lry of the visible and sensuous,
likrl)', i(' pursued unchecked by thl,) voice of the nation, to lead to
"ludAIIII'1l I'uill.
ur I,,"d now is swarming with A gign.ntic brotherhood that other
'''uIILrlt'" wisely see the need .of ejectillg from their homes and haunts.
c'.l 0(' wealth, intelligence, and iltrlnenco, with ubiquitous power,
L IltlrlllOltLos through all classes ancl conditions of life.
Oomplete in
HllLl\lIiu wisdom, it represents the III Itn hood of sin in all its vaded
'lIrm", Itnd is united to wage war Lc) the bitter end with the body
411' Ohl'ist. As in past ages, so at tho lJresent time, it is ready to
('IHlnt the festival described by tha Apostle-" I saw the woman
drunkon with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the
1II11I'Lyrs of Jesus; and they that dWl'U on the earth shall wonder,
whoso names were not written in tho buok of life from the foundaion of the world,"
Here is a manifest, gracious, and glorious exception-those who are
moIled in the Lamb's book of lifo, who are redeemed from among
men, who are quickened by the Spirit, who are called from darkness
to ligllt, who follow the Lamb whithcrsoever He goeth, who are not
.ashameu of His words, but confess Him before men. Such are still to
be found in Ollr land, who raise the banner of truth, and utter their
:(ll'otest against the growing evils of our day, and who "sigh. and cry
Jot' all the abominations that be done ill the midst" (Ezek. ix. 4).
n the scone may change. Intolcrance may be permitted to take
,.ho plttee of the liberty we now enjoy. Infidelity and Popery "arc
brothl'en-instruments of cruelty arc ill tlteir habitations," as history has
'loo.dy proved.
Now is the time for men to speak out., and declare their honest
nvictiolls as to where we are drifting; and, by the proclamation
of GOll's truth, sow the seed that shall yield fruits of righteousness
unto life eternal to the unborn elect, who, through them, shall receive
the truth in the love of it, and shall carl'Y on the succession of tIle Ohurch
of God-men who, with or without creeds or formularies or articles,
shall stand by divine truth in the breach, and proclaim the oldfashioned Gospel of the grace of God, revealed to their souls, as
dechrcu by the Apostle-" Who hatll saved us, and called us with
an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His
own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
.the world began: in whom we have redemption through His blood,
the forgi venoss of sins, according to the riches of His grace."
The striking contrast between apostolic teaching and modern instruc.tion is too obvious to need comment, but we live in drowsy days of
false security, :U1U but few trouble themselves to answer the inquiry,
""\Vhere are wc drifting 7"
The fOllowing extract may lead some to draw dark conclusions from
passing events, while the prayer goes forth from the exercised hearts
H H 2
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of the Lord's living family "that He would send forLh labourers into
His harvest":THE BISHOP OF TRURO AT THE CATHEDRAT~.
ON Sunday mornin ll", the Lord Bishop of Truro preached at thc prn-c;lthcdrOll, the day being observed as Cathedml Sunday throughout the diocese,
and collections on behalf of the building fund were made in all the cllurehes.
The cathedral W;lS literally crammed, Hlany having to stand.
Thc Hi"hop
took as his text, Matthew iii. 3-" For this is He that was spokcn of by
the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the Lord, make His paths stmight." He said the mission of
St. John the Baptist was emphatically a mission of preparation. The keynote of all their services that day was, "Prepare, prepare ye the way of
the Lord."

*

*

*

*

*

God Almighty had in His mercy given them numbcrlcss witnesses to th;l~
preparation, but he would confine himself to only two of them. The first,
was, the Holy Communion, where they partook of tllC blood and body of
Jesus. The second was, the cathedral wllich W;lS now growing up in their midst.
They in Cornwall were now hoping, looking forward, and praying for something which should be in a very special manner ;l prepamtion for the
coming of thf'ir King. Ere long they hoped to S0e the cathedral built.
That day was a day when, through the wise forethought of him they
l'everenced, all the whole diocese was reminded tllat it must begin to pray
more earnestly for its cathedral, and to give more generously, that the work
may be hastened according to the mind of God. He would try and point
out to them the ways in which a cathedral, once reared and established i~
their midst, should be, God helping them, a preparation for the advent of
Jesus Christ. First, the cathedral would manifest silently, day by day, the
mind of Christ; and obviously, one way to prepare for His coming would be
to get established in the whole of this great diocese the mind of Christ.

*

*

*

*

*

There was also another way in which their cathedral would prepare for the
coming of Chri.t. It would accustom Christian people to speak of the condition of things. One idea of Christ's coming was, tllat He would come as
the Prince of Peace; rest and peace within; man's spirit no more at war;
all the barriers for ever broken down, all the hindrances to God's holiness
buried out of sight, and the world restored once more to more than its
primeval beauty.
'1'he Bishop then went on to speak of the condition of some of the
churches in Cornwall, anc.l continuing, said, what they wanted was a
cathedral where everything that was going on in their pro-cl\thedr 011 shall
exist more beautiful-a place that othtrs in the county could look up to
when they visited Truro, as a foretaste of their future ,rest and peace, and an
sllall feel, as an old woman once told him, "I seem to have forgotten all
my troubles, and i.o be in heaven. "-The Royal C01"l1 wall Gazette, June

20th, 1883.
TI:JF.l~ ,.; is no amiction, how great soeycr, though, with respect to
natural meaJ1S, unrcmovable and unmitigable, yet, if it be sanctified
by divine grace, It Christian, even while he is so afflicted, has more
cause of joy than grief-more reason to bless God for it, than to
repine and complain. "In everything give thanks, for this is~ the
will {If God ill Christ Jesus concerning you" (1 Thess. v. 18).
He turns afllictions into benefits, and our affectionate praises arc
due on that accolln t .-lJa{es.
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GRACIOUS PRESERVATION AND FAULTLESS
PRESENTATION.
<c Now unto Him tlwt ,is aUle to keep you from falling, and to present 1jOlt
faultless bef01'e the presence of His glory with exceeding joy."-JuDE 24.
<c BEHOLD, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, :'1nl!
to bring thoe into the place which I have prepared" (Exod. xxiii. 20).
Such was the gracious declaration made by J eho\'ah to His ancien t
people, and such is the revelation of the God of all grace, I)'lercy, and
-compassion to His loved and chosen ones now.
'Who tho.t Ims learned anything of human weakness in the school of
divine gmco, does not ofttimes find UlC anxious questioning arise,
<C How
ClU1 I, with such a depraved nature and desperately-wicked
heart, he leept in the way ~ How can I ever reach my home ~ "
Poor failing and faltering fellow· pilgrim, such questionings give
evidence of the possession of "the fear of the Lord," bestowed upon thee
according to the rich, free, uninfluenced grace of Jehovah, because He
hath loved thee with an everlasting love, enrolled thy name in the
Lamb's book of life, given thee into the safe keeping of His wellbeloved Son, who has saved thee in Himself with an everlasting
salvation. Blessed be His holy name, thy final preservation depends
llOt upon any strength of thine, but wholly upon Him "who is able
to keep thee," and who hath pledged Himself to bring to His eternal
,glory everyone of those sheep given to Him by His Father.
Many, very many, of the Lord's weak and wavering children, who
have beClI1 brought to acknowledge that His description of their hearts
is trlle, "evil, ouly evil, and that continually," are sighillg"But ah ! I feel temptation strong;
And, if my journey should be long,
I fear I shall dishonour Thee;
Wilt Thou continue to keep me 1"
How exceeding precious is the testimony of His own 'Word, when
breathed home to the hearts of such by the Holy Ghost-" Kept by
tile power of God, through faith, unto s:llvation"! This dispels their
fears and comfort.s their sorrowing hearts. They know full well that
110 otlJer power could keep, and often times groan, "I know that in
me (that is, in my flesh) dweIIeth no good thing." Nay, further, they
know that every sin that is, or could be committed, cl wells in their
,own wretched flesh. The seeds of the vilest iniquities, the most filthy
<'1bominations, ever manifested by mort;tl they find in themselves j and,
but for restraining and preserving gracl), must break forth into actual
transgressions. The souls thus tauglIt to knolV and feel their oIVn
nativo vileness can only dwell beneath tile shadow of that most gracious
and most marvellous word, " leept."
Blessed be God, J ehovah.Jesus is ";lull) to keep them from falling;" and, for the consolation of
the weak and feeble, stumbling andkdting, ones it is recorded, "He
will keep the {<iet of His saints." "lIe will! " No doubt, no por,~tdventure, dl)ar trembling one! vVhat glorious security is thine!
No
arm but His coultl preserve thee amidst :tll thy temptations, perplexities,
and distresses. Thou hast learned that there is no safety for thee but
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at the feet of thy all-powerful Lord. Listen to His words of richest"
purest grace: "I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that
I will not turn away from them, to do them good j but I will put
My fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from Mo" (.) er.
xxxii. 40). This is a salvation worthy of a God. He" will not turn
away from them," or, as the margin reads, "from after them." He will
follow them with loving-kindness and tender mercy all the way, and
His covenant "shall not" secures dICir abiding in His paths. " He
will keep the feet of His saints." lIe knows that, as a little child,
thou art not fit to be trusted alone. Ho knows tltat" If ono moment Ho withdraw,
That moment seos mo bre[lk His law."

He knows that thou canst not" go out or come in" (1 Kings iii. 7)
by thyself, so He has undertaken to Lo thy Preserver all the way till
thou art safely housed within the gates of His eternal glory. Snares,
pit-falls, gins, and traps of every description throng thy path on every
hand. "Dangers of every shape and name" attend thee at eaeh step.
An evil world would allure thee, the evil one would entice thee, and
thy evil heart would quickly yield to every temptation. Down, down
to the lowest hell thou wouldst surely sink, but for the long, strong
arm of power of thi ne ever-present and never-failing Friend.
Yes,
He is able to keep thee from falling. Well mayest thou cry out, in
weakness and fear, "Hold up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps.
slip not" (Psa. xvii. 5), and sigh with the poet,; By me, 0 my Saviour, stand
In every trying hour!
Guard me with Thy outstretched hand,
And hold me by Thy power !
Mindful of ~rhy gracious Word,
Thine all-sufficient grace bestow;
Keep me, keep me, dearest Lord,
And never let me go ! "

Sometimes, in rich and sovereign mercy, He will keep His own from
outward sins; and sometimes, when in danger of thinking of themselvesmore highly than they ought to think-when, with a spirit of fleshly
confidence, they exclaim, "Although all shall be offended, yet will not
I "-He will leave them to discover their own frailty and perfect
weakness, leave them to fall before the Church, and even before the
world, to stain all their accursed pride and boasting, and teach them.
that Be alone is "able to keep from falling." It is the design of our
covenant God that we shall learn something of sin and self, as well
as something of His salvation; therefore He will never remove the
fleshly nature and desperately-wicked heart from the Christian while
he remains clown here. Hence the conflict which often causes him to
"groan, being burdened;" but J ehovah graciously declares, "Sin shall
not have dominion over you."
Fall His children do, and fall they must, through the perversity and
incorrigibility of their nature, but fall from His gracious arms they
never shall. None shall ever pluck them out of His hand. Ofttimes
they sin in heart j they wander, fall, and fail, when no eye but His can.
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see them j but "He is able to keep them from falling" into hell.
"They shall come with weeping" before His throne, over their sins
and after Him. "With supplications will He lead them" to entreat His
pardon, power, and preservation.
Of His erring, wanu.ering, and
rebellious Ismel it is written, "The Angel of His presenc(l saved them:
in His love and in His pity He redeemed them j and He bare them
and carried them all the days of old." Yes, dear reader, herein is our
security. "The Angel of His presence" alone can save and keep us in
the way. The patriarch Jacob found it so, from the moment he
quitted his father's home till he sighed out his weary spirit into the
hands of his covenant God. "Behold, I am with thee, and will keep
thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into
this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that whieh I
have spoken to thee of" (Gen. xxviii. 15). Such was the gracious
promise to him; and the testimony of the dying pilgrim, as he reviewed
the toilsome and troublous way, was, "The Angel which redeemed me
from all evil, bless the lads." The Presence-Angel, J ehovah-Jesus, constantly redeemed his life from destl'llction, led him on safely, and
brought him to the bo:::-der of the sanctuary. With the experience of
this gracious preservation in a waste, howling wilderness, Joshua breaks
out, "For the Lord our God, He it is that brought us up, and our
fathers, out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, and which
did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way
wherein we went, and among all the people through whom we passed."
In the history of the sweet Psalmist of Israel, Jehovah's po"\ver to keep
shines most gloriously. "The Lord preserved David whithersoever he
went;" and surely, if it had not beon so, he must have sunk to the
depths of everlasting woe.
"Able to keep you from falling." Well may we cry, with one who
was ueeply conscious of his own w.3akness, "Oh, that Thou wuuldest
kCllP me from evil, that it may Dot grieve me!"
Blessed be His
name, He has said, "None of them that trust in Him shall be desolate,"
for "the Angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear
Him, and delivereth them."
" Delivereth !"
Yes, pOOl' trembling
chilu of the living God, thy life uuwn here is a constant succession
of deliverances. No eye but His can tell how often His arm is put
forth on thy behalf. Temptations like a mighty flood may seem to overwhelm thee; the surgings of indwelling sin may seem to drown that
life which He has bestowed j thll mighty torrent of the world's
allurements may well-nigh overpower thee; but to thee He sweetly
whispers, "Lo, I am with you a1 ways; able to keep, r.ble to defend,
and able to deliver." He sitteth upon the flood j "yea, the Lord sitteth
King for evel'." The waters see Him, and are afraid. He hath delivered,
He uotlt (reliveI', and He will yet deliver. "The Lord is thy Keeper;
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun sh,,11 not smite
thee by !lay, nor the moon by l1igllt. The Lord shall preserve thee
from all evi I: I [0 shall preserve thy soul j " and" When safo at home, thou shaH adore the hand
'.rJmt led so kindly, graciously along;

When thou beholdst Him in yon glorious land,
His kind, protecting C:1re shall be thy song."
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Having seen something of the gracious preservation of tho'Israel of
Cou, we would hasten to notice that which shines so brightly in the
latter part of the verse-CC faultless presentation."
Dear reader, it is a marvellous mercy to be "kept;" but words
fail in the attempt to describe the exceeding grace and glory beaming
in those words, "able to present you faultless." It is accounted an
honour indeed for any person who is deemed worthy to be presented
to "our most gracious sovereign lady, Queen Victoria;" but what high
honour, what supreme dignity, is bestowed upon those whom the Lorel
Jesus will present before the Majesty of heaven-and not only so, but
to "present them faultless with exceeding joy"! This marvellous truth
can scarce be comprehendell by poor sinful worms of the earth; yet,
though ofttimes they realize it not, it is an incontrovertible fact, even
now, that "as He is, so arc we."
It involves that glorious mystery,
the eternal, indissolubJ(-I, unchanging union existi ng between Christ and
His Church-that union which is faintly typifiell by the figure of the
Head anll the body. This is a theme which is ever sweet to the truly
taught children of the living God, who arc 1rought to confess day
by day, "I am black"
Fellow-pilgrim, hast tlLOu ever trembled before the terrible truth,
"Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look
on iniquity"? (Hab. i. 13_) Thou dost remember that thy heart is
evil, only evil, and iniquities prevail against thee. The declaration of
infinite purity and justice, "'1'he thought of foolishness is sin," seems
to cut thee oft· altogether, and thou dost read, "The foolish shall
not stand in Thy sight."
Afar off thou dost stand, and smite upon
thy breast, not daring even to lift up thy head. But even thou shalt
be brought nigh, for "He is able to present thee faultless before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy."
Well may we exclaim, with one of old, "How can these things be?"
How can those who can do nothing but sin ever be' presented faultless?
Only because of their unceasing union with "the Man who diel
nothing amiss," " Jesus of Nazareth, the Man approved of God."
Only One acceptable to Jehovah Himself is able to present another.
The Presenter must be approved before the presented can be received.
N one but this spotless, just, and righteous Man could approach tbe throne
of the heavenly grace "to bring us to God," and that could only be
because we are "in Him." As the one Sacrifice for sins for ever, He
offered Himself witllout spot to God; and, as a perfect Man, He shall
stand before Him and say, "Here am I, and tho children Than hast
given Me."
Many and vll,ried are the wonderful expressions. recorded by the
Holy UlLost descri.bing the faultlessness of tho brido of Christ. In
herself so vile, so black, so filthy, that J ehovah Himself declares,
"Thou wast cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person"
(Ezek. xvi. !5); but washed, clothed, alld ornamented by Him, she is
accepted, approved, and admired-" Perfect through My comeliness which
I had put upon thee, saith the Lord."
Oh, poor, sin-1Jurclcllccl soul, thou W]IO dost mourn over thine own
corruption, vileness, alld depravity, thy Head, thy Husband, thy Lord,
sweetly speaks to thee: "Thou art all fail', My love;. there is 110 spot
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thee." Yes, this is the language of Jesus to His brille. "All fair;
no spot! " In thought, word, and doed she has offended; yet in every
point and particular she is commended by Him who is her righteousness.
Surveying her in every part, He exclaims, "How fair and how pleasant
art thou, 0 love, for delights" (Solomon's Song vii. 6). Oh, what
infinite wisdom and matchless love is that 'which has devised a scheme
to present the vilest transgressors faultless before the throne! " Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hatl1 blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as
He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before Him in love."
The
Church never was, nor could be, looked upon by Jehovah except in
Christ, and in Him she ever stood fair and spotless. Oh, what a
glorious truth to be proclaimed to poor perishing sinners! An
innumerable company of Adam's lost race (innumerable by man, but
each one known to J ehovah, for" the Lord knoweth them that are His ")
eternally loved, chosen, and accepted in Christ! Yes, as Eve was in
Adam before she was builded up a woman to be a helpmeet for him,
so was the Church in Christ before any of her members had a creature
existence, and in His book of life were all those members written
when as yet there was none of them.
In the enjoyment of this precious mystery, dear old J OIIN KENT sung
so sweetlyin

" 'Twas with an everlasting love
That God His own elect embraced;
Before He made the worlds above,
01' earth on her huge columns
placed.

" Long ere the sun's refulgent ray
Primmval shades of darkness
drove,
They on His sacred bosom lay,
Loved with an everlasting love.

" Then, in the glass of His decrees,
Ohrist and His bride appeared as one;
Her sin, by imputation, His,
While she in spotless splendour shone."

Yes, in covenant she was beheld "holy and without blame," and as
such she was given by Jehovah the Father to Jehovah the Son. As
the responsible One, He nndertook to present her faultless before the
Father in eternity to come. In clue time, He created this earth of
ours, and looked upon all that He had made, and pronounced it " very
good."
The Lord God made man of the dust of the ground-that
man through whom each member of His Church should have a creature
existence-but he fell! J ehovah-Jesus looked upon His bride in her
low estate-He looked, and He loved her still! For her He must fulfil
His sacred vows. Down to the depths of her degradation, sin, and
woe He descended, that He might raise her up to shine in spotless
splendour in His house above. "But when the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under
the law, to redeem them that were under the law" (Gal. iv. 4, fi).
Oh, what a marvellous redemption! Listen to the words of Zion's
Redeemer, "Lo, I come." He came, and for thirty-three long years
His delight was to do the will of His Father, and to perfectly obey
that law which was written in His !teart. It was thus the holy Child,
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the righteous Youth, and the just Man, wrought out tilab salvation
which has been well described as one which "God cannot mend
and devils cannot mar." His thoughts were pure and holy, His wordg
were unblameable, and His works were un defiled. He knew no siuHe did no sin-but ever did the things which pleased His Father, and
all this that He might provide that fine linen robe, pure and white,
the wedding garment, the court dres;,. for His poor sinful Church.
But this could not be worn by her till she was washed, sanctifiell,
and cleansed from all impurities. A fountain must be opened for Sill
and for uncleanness" Nothing but precious blood would do,
And that must flow from His own side."
"And yon, being dead in your sins and the un circumcision of your
flesh, hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all
trespasses; blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against
us, which was contrary to llS, and took it out of the way, nailing it
to His cross" (Col. ii. 13, 14). "Christ also loved the Church, and
gave! Himself for it; that He might sanctify and clr,allse it with the
washing of water by the Word, that He might present it to Himself
a glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any sLlch thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish" (Ephesians v. 25-27).
From the riven side of our ever-to-be-adored Redeemer flowed forth the
preciolls tide, in one rich stream of blood and water-blood to atone
for every sin, and water to cleanse and purify day by day; blood to
sprinkle from an evil conscience, and pure water to wash our
thoughts, prayers, words, ,md deeds, as we pass along our wilderness.
way.
"Able to present yon faultless." Blessed be God, everyone of
His own shall " be found of Him in peace, without spot, and
blameless" (2 Pet. iii. 14). Each shall be "presented holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight." Everyone shall "be found in
Him, not having their own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of
God by faith." As He beholds the loved one of His heart thus
cleansed and clothed, He owns her as His undefiled, His spotless,
faultless bride. He acknowledges her His comely one, "the fairest
among women, beautiful as Tirzah," the well-pleasing and complaisant
onc. Yes, He calls her "the choice one of her that bare her. The
daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the queens and the concubines,
and they praised her." With ineffable delight He looks upon this
royal princess, in whom no iniquity is beheld nor perverseness seen.
"All glorioLls within," and with "clothing of wrought gold," she shall
be brought unto the King; she shall enter into the King's palace. Her sins
may be sought for, but shall never be found, for they are eternally lost
in the crimson tide which flowed so freely from the broken heart of
a precious alld ever-adorable Christ. He hath finished every transgression, made an end of every sin, and brought in everlasting
righteousness.
Oh, to realize more and more of our spotlessness, faultlessness, and
blamelessness in Chriot! "Tllc Lord is well-pleased for His righteous-.
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ness' sake." "Let the beauty of the Lord ollr Gou be npon ns," that
wc may be able to sing-with the Moravian Couat" Bold shall I stand in that grGat day,
For who ought to my chargtl shall lay?
'Midst flaming worlds, in thesa arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."

"To present you faultless with exceeding joy." Concerning Boaz it is
written, "Tho man will not be in rest until he have finished the
thing this day." A Greater than Boaz is here, even Jesus. 'With
intense desire Ho yearns over His Hephzibah, till, with" exceeding joy,"
He shall behold His purchased possession brought safely home. " He
shall sec of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." Yes," as
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over
thee" (Isa. lxii. 5). Never did a bridegroom look upon his bride
with such fond delight and ardent affection as that with which Jesus
shall gaze upon His Church.
"With exceeding joy" He will introduce her to His Father;
the Eternal Three will compass her about with songs of deliverance
(see Zeph. iii. 17), while all heaven shall resound with one great
shout, "It is meet that we should make melTY, and be glad; for this
Thy bride was dead, and is alive again; was lost, and is found." Let
us be glad and rejoice, and give honolll' to Him: for the marriage of
the Lamb is come" (Rev. xix: 7).
Everlasting joy and pleasures for evermore are reserved until that
glad time, the consummation 'of all things. Then our gracious Lord
Christ shall bring the last sheep home upon His shoulder, and exclaim,
"Rojoice with Me throughout the countless ages of eternity!"
Boloved of the Lord, what a high privilE'ge is thine! Even now,
though the sands of the desert oft uefile thy pilgrim feet, before His
throne thou art presented "all fair." Thou art "complete in Him,"
"accepted in the Beloved," and" made perfect in One." "Though still
sinning, thou art free from all sill;" and, ere long, thou shalt be
introduced into His heavenly glory, with a body like unto His
glorious Body, and receive His gracious smile of approbation and delight
for ever and fur ever. Thou art "fcmltless" as thy Father's chosen;.
" faultless" as the Son's redeemed; and" faultless" as the regenerated of
the Holy Ghost; "holy" in etel'llity past; "unblameable," as thy
Head and Husband, ill time; and thou wilt be "unreproveable" in
eternity to come I
l~or "blessings s~ rich, so marvellous, and so great, we would ascribe·
to the eternal Three-in-One, the covenant Goel of Israel, all "glory
and majesty, dominion and po.. ."er, both now and for ever. Amen."
K. B.
SEm;l<; of Llle guilt of sin may consist with faith of its pardon
forgiveness in Lhe blood of Christ. Godly sorrolY may dwell in
same bearL, aL Lhe same time, with joy in the Holy Ghost;
groaning after delivorance from the power of sin with a gracioLls
suasion that sin ~hall not have dominion over us, because we are
under the law, lJllt uuder gr':tce.-Dr. Owen.
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I will betroth thee 'unto .Me for c'vrl''' ?/ca, I will bdroth .th~'c
in righteousness, and in j1tdgmenl, Ltltrl in loving-kindness, awl 1'1/,
1 will even betrotlt t/we unto life in jitithjLClness: and tholl sltalt
Lord."-IIusELI. ii. 10, 20.

THE mission of Christ, the Son of GOtl, beillg sent into the world to
fulfil thA covenant made with His Fnther hcfore the world was, is
:;imply and briefly stated ill the last verse of the third chapter of
the Acts: "Unto you !irst God, havi'lg r;Lise.1 lip His Son Jesus,
sent Him to bless '!JOlt, in tUrIling away evcry onc of you from his
iniquities."
He came to bless, and ][(~ lutlh blessed, alltl who p,an revcrse it 1 He
came to blcss whom He would, in spite of all th.· i r hardness of
heart, pride, unbelief, and stubbornuess. Bnt whom (JolI hath blessed
is blessed indeed, and none of their own shortcomings and sins have
deterred Him from His purpose of grace, or free amI sovemigll choice. Sin
enters and defiles a perfect creation of a perfect GOlI j anc1 the Church's
ruin is occasioned by that fall from perfection to impcrf'eeLion. Sunk
and fallen, "dead iu trespasses and sins," linable to rise, unable to
fulfil the law's demands, ,. Do this and live," is she thus Itlft to perish 1
No, for now is the time wholl a most glorious remedy is proviclE.d ill
the Person of Jesus ller Saviour, Christ her anoiuted Olle. He came
to her, raised her from her low estate, covered her with the robe of His
righteousness, looke.l upon hee in love and pity with all the glorious
compassion of our God-Man, and became het' Husband, her Saviour,
her Redeemer, her Friend, and the Lifter-up of her head, and all
this in covenant with His Father. He knew how His bride would fall,
and how He must provide a Substitute for her in Himself, and so He
says, "I will ransom them from the power of the grave j I will redeem
them from death j 0 death, I will be thy plagues: 0 grave, I will be
thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from Mine eyes." Thus says
a writer, "Redemption is the Church's greatest necessity and J ehovah's
most glorious provision." And in this most glorious remedy, wrought
out by a perfect, sinless Saviour, He call say unto the subjects of His
redemption, "I will betroth thee unto Me for ever; I will betroth
thee unto Me in righteousness, and in juogment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. I will betroth thee unto Me ill faithfulness:
and thou shalt know the Lord."
Note the sovereign power of Jehovah he1'e-" I will." There is a
plain and emphatic declaration. No "ifs" nor contingencies, but
"I will." Yes, "I will betroth thee unto Me." Oh, what a bond of
loving union! "vVhere the word of the KilJg is, thore is power," and
a life-gi ving power of the King of kings whell He speaks thus to
His Church. She begins to bring forward Iter sins and failings,
when she learns to know something of the perfection of her glorious
Ishi.
Nevertheless, "I will. betroth thee unto Me," and that for eve?', and
thou art bound with Me ill an indissoluble boml, for, "beeause I live,
yo shall live also "-

l
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" Lord J e,us, are wo onc wi tit Theo?
o height, 0 dopth of lovo I
With Thee we died upon tho Ino,
In Thee we Iivo :1bove.
" Ascended now in glory bright,
Still one with liS Thou :ut;
Nor death, nor life, nor depth, nor hoight,
Thy saints, and Thee can part."

Again, "I will betroth thee unto Me in righteousness." Yos, they
must bo partakors of His righteousnoss. Their own wont do. Thoy
aro as filthy rags, and must be thrown behind His ba.ck altogether, a.nd
will not do to bring a.gainst His sputless robe of righteousness. Tho
provision of this righteousness mado unto the Church by her glorious
HllsbanCl is given in Romans v. 21: "That as sin ha.th reigned unto
dOllth, evon so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal
life by Jcsus Christ our Lord." He must needs fulfil the law's demands,
and free His Cllluch by a perfoct obedience and fulfilment of it.
"Fur He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that
wc might he made the righteousnoss of God in Him." Clothed in
such a. robo, she may enter in unto the King.
Such a covering may
woll adorn the bride of the King of kings, and in that alone can she
look to appear in His prosence, fol' His righteousness is imputed unto
llor, and thus she becomes "the righteousness of God in IJim."
" And in .Judgment." Betrothed' ill judgment. The oneness of Christ
and His Church is hero beautifully set forth, showing forth her Christ
as a Substitute for her sins, and thus freeing hor from tho law, from
conJomn:lotion, :loncl from judgment, by the penalty of His own most·
procions blood, and thus satisfying di \-ine justice, for" Payment He cannot twice demand,
First at my blclJLling Surety's hand,
And then :\gain at mine."

Oh, who of His loved ones but can sing of His loving-kindness and
tOlJLlor mercies 1 They rejoice the heart, revive the failing faint, and
cause us to sing His praise all the journey through. Each step on the
homeward journey is marked with memorials of new mercies. Each
morning new mercies testify to tllo faithfulness of a covenant God in
Christ J CSLlS. Each evening calls for a fresh song of praise" For mercies countless as the sands
Which daily .L receive."

"I 'rill even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness, and thou shalt
know tIle Lonl." And" He is faithful that hath promised." What a
ehai 11 of hlessings! ·What an inexhaustible store of grace provided for
His Churc!t! Partakers with Him in His righteousness, judgment,
loving-kintlnl)ss, mercies, faithfulness, and all this Jiff ever, bocause, as
He is, so :ue wo in this world.
~::.,.~ ..::-::~e,,::
If you call thns realize your standing in Christ, belovod-if, with
the hand of faith, you can take up this adoption, and go forth into
the presellCo of the King, pleading fresh favours, in full assurance that
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He knows and loves you, that you are His now and for ever-yours is
a happy lot indeed. Blessings surround you, mercies sustain you, and
keep you rejoicing.
But, mark, "In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in tIle .lay of
adversity consider; God also hath set the one over against the other,
to the end that man Rhould find nothing after him." Be not dismayed,
then, dear child of God, if your Beloved leads you into valleys and
lonely places. Be not dismayed nor discouraged if He gives you ,lark
and cloudy days. You will have them as surely as you are a child of
His; and too often His children lose sight of the fact, when passing
through some thorny and perplexing way, they are led there by
the Holy Spirit. They write bitter things of themselves; they look
for their hideous sins, which must have caused His anger to kindle
against them; and thus seeking, they are apt to forget that He is
with them all through the trial: "La, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world." "I have betroth!'.] thee unto Myself,
therefore, thou art too precious in My sight to be lost sight of for
one moment. Thou art one in Me, and thus thou art become inseparably
dear and precious unto Me." Oh, what unspeakable mercies are treasured
up in this inseparable union! Partakers of the blessing of His adoption,
His righteousness, His sanctification, and redemption: " Yea, He loved
the people; all His saints are in Thy hand; and they sat down at
Thy ~eet; everyone shall receive of Thy wonls."
May He draw you for awhile, beloved, under His shadow, there to
contemplate His delights and your mercies, flowing from a God who
loves blessing you. Think of His words. Dwell upon the grace with
which He has favoured, and is favouring, YOll. Seek Him in your
mercies. Seek Him above them all as the Giver; and then you will
indeecl have cause to say, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that
is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and
forget not all His benefits: who jorgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who
crowneth thee with loving·kindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth
thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the
R
-eagle's."
THE HEART'S CRY.
I CANNOT bring Thee faith;
I cannot bring Thee love;
No purchase-price have I for grace
Which Thou canst e'er approve.

Oh, wilt Thou take this heart,
And cleanse it from each stain ;
Then bind it up with bands of love,
That it new life may gain 1

I only have a heartA broken heart and vileBroken with very shame for sins,
Which every part defile.

My mourning soul can hope
In Thy free grace alone;
Now, in its destitution deep,
Oh, be Thy riches shown!

Thy mercy's ricbeij, Lord,
In Christ, the Saviour-King,
·Who wrought a full redemption out,
Sall'!~tion free to bring.

E. L. '1'.
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LRADINGS.

(Cont'intted from page 420.)

MR. OROWTHER also sent me a letter during the week, in which
he kindly and faithfully showed me what had led me to my present
state of mind-forgetfulness of God, and too much confidence in
myself-and God was now showing me the blsity of any such confidence by leaving me to myself for a time, that I might learn by a
painful experience that I must put my trust in Him alone. He said,
"I know your present position well, and believe the Lord is fitting
and prepariug you in His own way for what He has appointed for
you to do, and the' place you are to occupy; and I am much better
satisfied now that the Lord has a work for you to do in the ministry
than I should have been if you had spoken and acted to your own
satisfaction on last Lord's Day afternoon. The Lord is teaching you
the foolishness of trusting in your own heart, and loading you to put
your whole trust and confidence in Him alone. Others He often leaves
to work out their own schemes, but not so His own children and
servants. These He teaches in His own way, and, if they transgress, He
corrects them in love and mercy" 'Bastards may escape the rod,
Sunk in earthly, vain delight;
But the true-born child of God
Must not-would not if he might.'"

This letter was in such sweet harmony with the faithful kindness of
my dear aged friend, Mr. JOSEPI-I HIRST, unknown to each other, that
I believed it to be from the Lord, as His instruments, in teaching tt
poor, blind, ignorant sinner like me what He would have me to learn,
and it had a sweet, soothing effect upon my mind, and brought me
down into the dust of self-abasement. I confessed my sinfl to God,
begged His forgiveness for Jesus' sake, and asked Him to take m'3
entirely under His blessed guidance, and never leave me to myself
again, if it were His blessed will, for I desired to fall iuto His
blessed hands, and know no will but His.
His blessed Majesty condescended to hear the cry of the poor humbled sinner, and 'spoke the
word of forgiveness, assured me that I was His child, and that He
was teaching and correcting me in love and pity. Many sweet and
precious promises did He give me to confirm the assurance of present
pardon and future guidance and teaching, and those precious words
brought much comfort, which has sustained me in many a conflict
sinc~ then: "I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus:
Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed
to the yoke: turn Thou me, and I shall be turned; for Thou art the
Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and
~Jter that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed,
yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth.
Is Ephraim My dear son 7 is he a pleasant child 7 for since I spake
against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore My bowels
are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the
Lord" (Jer. xxxi. 18-20). Thus did He mercifully and graciously
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bring peace to my troubled soul, and healed the wound in my heart,
but the scar was left; and many times since then, when I have been
tempted in a similar manner, the remembrance of that event has
proved a timely and salutary blessing, and has been the means of
keeping me in my proper pbce. To His dear name be all the glory.
Amen. Let this poor worm creep into the dust, and hide his polluted
head.
It was some time after that before I could feel inclined to speak
again, as I had been in the habit of lloing, but many kind friends
kindly asked me to do so at various little places. At length I
did, but always with great diffidence, for I had learnt a lesson which
I could not soon forget; yet by degrees I regained some of my former
confidence, and had my usual liberty in speaking. but was always
mistrustful of myself, and was led to depend more upon the help of
God.
My temporal circumstances were pretty gooLl. I IULll a good shop of
work, my wages being, on the average, alJOut eighteen shillillgs per week.
My mast,"rs let out ill allotments some gardens near the factory, and
I got one ~oon after I began to work for them, and there I spent my
leisure time in profitable and healthy exercise.
Often, when I stood
in my garden of an evening, I would look at the factory window
by which my loom stood, and thank the Lord for what He had so
mercifully provided for me, unworthy as I felt myself to be of the
least of the mercies which He had so bountifully bestowed upon me
and mine in this wilderness below, feeling assured in my own soul
that He had prepared for me in heaven above "an inheritance incorruptible, undetiled, and that fadeth not away."
Among my shopmates were some of almost all denominations of
religion. Some of them were preachers, and they would sometimes
try to get me into arguments and discussions on various subjects, but
they very seldom succeeded, for I do not believe there is much soulprofit in such proceedings. I was and am ready, by the help of God,
to give a reason of the hope that is within me; but I believe, with
good old BERRIDGE, that" Disputings only gender strife,
And gall a tender mind;
But godliness in all its life
At J esu's cross I find."

In the summer of 1869, one of my shopmates asked me if I would
go and preach for him in a Primitive Methodist chapel at Colnbridge,
as he was appointed there and could not go. I said, "I am not
engaged for that day, and have no objection to go."
He began to
tell me (which of course I knew) that they did not believe in all the
doctrines that I believed in, and he hoped I should remember that
in preaching. I said, "If I go; I shall not go tongue-tied, and shall
most assuredly not try to remember anything but what the Lord
shall say unto me; and, if that will not do for you or them, I can
stay away." He said, "Well, you can go, and I will put up with
the consequences," and go I did. The services were afternoon and
evening.
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I was instructed to go to a man's llOuse in the neigllbourhood,
whose name was DJ{AKE, to get my dinner, which I <lid. That man
was a member at the Primitive Methodist chapel, Battyford, Mirfield,
about two miles away; while his wife was a member at Coinbridge,
where I was to preach that day. He informed me of this, so that 1
might not expect to see him there. Of course, he asked me to what
profession I belongeJ, and I said, "I mn a Particular Baptist;" so
he started for Mirlield, and his wife went with me.
No particular event occurred that day worth recording, but they knew
that I was not a Primitive Methodist, but 1 said some good thing;:,
they slli<l. In the evening, as 1 was getting my supper, friend DRA1(l<;
said, "My wifo has told me about YOUI' preaching to-day, and this
evening 1 told the friends at our chapel at Mirfield what she told me
at tea-time, and they wished me to ask you if you would come there
and preach for us next Sunday, for it is the District Camp Meeting
day at Huddersfield, and there are a great many of us, especially old
people, who do not want to go; but we must get a preacher for ourselves if wo stay at home, for they will not allow us one for that
day. Now, will you come? The frionds are very anxious to know,
and 1 must send them your answer to-night." 1 said, "Yes; God
helping me, 1 will be there as you desire." He said, "I am very
glad."
The following Lord's Day 1 was at his house to dinner again,
after which we went to Mirfield for the afternoon service. 1 found
the chapel nearly filled, and 1 at once commenced the service by the
singing of the hymn, "Gorl moves in a mysterious way," &c. After
reading and prayer, and again singing, I gave out my text,
1 Corinthians i. 23, 24, "But we preach Christ cl'Llcified, unto the Jews
a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the pO,wer of God, and
the wisdom of God." I spoke for an hO\1r and a quarter with as
great liberty and freedom as I have ever done before or since, and
they all paid the greatest attention; in fact, 1 have never seen a more
attentive congregation in my life, and 1 felt it good in my own soul.
When 1 had concluded the service, an aged man came to the
bottom of the pulpit stairs, ancl, looking up, he said, "Come, down,
lad, and come with me to my house, for I IJave been waiting here for
thee for the past fifteen years and a half, andl bless God that thou arl;
come at last; and, as thou art sent especially to me, no house but
mine shall entertain thee in Mirfield to-day." 1 was so astonished, I
did not know what to do or say, but 1 went down to him, and he
took my arm and led me away. ·When we got outside, he said, "It is
true, lad. 1 have been for fifteen years and a half coming to that place,
hoping and praying each time 1 came that it would please the Lord to
send some message of peace to my poor sin-burdened soul, but none ever
came till to-day, and the Lord has sent thee with it. Moreover, last
Sunday 1 WftS ill in bed-so ill that no one, not even myself, thought
that I shoulcl ever recover to be abb to get up again in this world
(1 am turned seventy-five years of age)-but some one came in in
the evening, and said th~t a Baptist }Jreacher was coming to preach
for us to-day at our chapel. 1 at once fell; such a longing desire to
I I
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hear him, but feared that I should not be able; but I at once began
to plead with the Lord that, if it were His blessed will to raise me
up this once, I might have the privilege of hearing this man, how
thankful I should be! My wife also had a desire as great as I had,
for we are both in a similar state in the exercises of our poor souls,
waiting for the Consolation of Israel; and so we both wrestled with
the Lord together that He would be pleased to raise me up, that
we both might have the privilege of hearing this man; and, bless
His dear and precions name, He heard and answered our unitecl
supplications, for He has raised me up, and we have had our request
granted, and the effectual call of the Gospel has seunded in my soul
this afternoon for the first time. I have seen by faith Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, crucified for me, a poor guilty sinner; and lIe has
told me by thy mouth that all my sins are forgiven, and washed
away by His own precious blood which He shed for me, and I
can now 'read my title clear to mansions in the skies.' Oh, what love
He must have had for such a guilty, hell-deserving sinner as 1 ::tm, to
suffer, bleed, and die for me ! Yet it is true, for He has told me so
by thee; aud I know it is true, for I feel it within, just what I
ha7e been waiting for these fifteen years and a half!"
~When we got to his house, his aged wife met us at the door, and
she exclaimed, "Oh, lad, right welcome art thou to our n::tl'thly abodo,
for thou hast shown us to-day that we have a heavenly one, and that,
'when this earthly house is dissolved, we have cl, building of God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.' Oh, what blessed
news! It is indeed glad tidings of good things, which our souls were
longing to hear for ourselves for a long time past, and we have
heard it to-day, and our hearts are glad. I am old enough to be
thy grandmother, but, if thou hadst known me all my life, without
and within, thou coulclst not have described me better than thou hast
done to-day. The exercises of my soul, thou hast described them
bettel' than I could have done in words j and a sweet sense of God's
pardoning love and mercy I feel in my soul, and all my sins washed
away in the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son. Oh, what a wonder! I
shall be in heaven! What a miracle of grace! 'Bless the Lord, 0
my soul, and all that is within me bless and praise His holy name!'"
What could I say ~ I was for a time obliged to remain silent in wonder and astonishment, while they both poured out their fervent thanks
to the Lord for the great things which He had done for and in them,
and the wonders which He had shown them, through the instrumentality of such a poor worm as I am. But, after our tea, as we sat
together, our conversation was sweet and comforting, as we opened our
hearts together and talked of the love of God towards us, and our
hope thal; we should meet in heaven when it should please our
heavenly Father to eall us home. It would be impossible for tongue or
pen to describe our feelings, but this I can say, I never remember to have
spent a more happy, blessed day in my life than I did with those
two aged peoplo to whom the Lord had been pleased to send me to
preach the Gospel of peace and love. They were Primitive Methodists
- another evidence w II ich I had that Gou is not confined to sects or
creeds, but He has His hidden ones scattered abroad, and, in His
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wn Lime alld wn.y, I le will mako 1\lIOWII Lhllll1 that are His by Hi
own i IIstl'lIlUOn Lallty.
1n the ollonillg 1 Louk for my IAlx-L, 1 John iii. 9: "Whosoever i
bom of OOt\ uuLll not commit ain i fol' his seed remaineth in him:
/IIH1 ho ('/lnnot sill,because he is burn of God."
At the 01080 of
1110 8ol'viclI, (,ho ulll man said, "I )"wo been often perplexed wll(\n
J havo 1'('llU tlmt text, and could not sec how it could bo; hilt
it is all mado plain now, for the now man of grace cannot Hin
I' 1 MW fool it within.
May it 1»)11(\80 God to subdue the old ml\n
t' Ilin ill me, that he may not griMo me. I thank the Lord f'<ll'
whtlt I luwo heard to-day." Our plll'Ling was an affecting one, which
I HlullI novor forget. They made me have some supper with thom,
allt\ Lhoy both took an affectionato fltl'ewell of me, and the old rn:m
Illll, .. My name is JOHN SCALES; and, if you ever come this Wt1y
IIj.(1lill, while we are alive, you shall find a hearty welcome in the
IHullO of: the Lord." Thus we partou, to meet no more in this world,
hut wo shall meet again in our Fathor's home.
! also about that time preachod in n,nother Primitive Methodist
hapel at Highbnrton, and, at the close of the day, a few came to
tho house where I was at supper, and they said, "Oh, sir, these
'hlwe been good things which you have spoken to-day! It has done
011 r hearts good to hear it, and wo wish we had the privilege of
hearing it more often." vVe had a Jittle conver3ation together before
I left, which showed me that my day's labour had not been in vain
ill the Lord, and wo parted in a very affectionate manner.
I have
mwer seen any of them since, but 1 believe I shall meet some of
them, at least, when the elect are all gathered in.
:-lame one tola Mr. OlWWTHER that I had been preaching in
Pl'i mitive Methodi~t chapel~, and ho said, "He is doing '(\lite right.
lIe has evidently got hold of the right sense of the divine commission
- ' Go into ",11 the world, and proacll the Gospel to every creature,'
.h:.; therefore, my :I"hice is, leave him alone. He is doing the work
which his Master hlls ,lesigned him tu do." Thus did 1 go wherever
a door was openetl for me, taking no notice of the creed or profes.~iull of those to whum I spoke: but, by the help and teaching of
Uod the Holy Ghost, I earnestly contended for the" faith once delivered
tll the saints."
,Whether men vl'ol.tld hear or forbear, it made no
dilrcrence to me. J t was my Master 1 was seeking to please, and not
man, for I felt that ]-J:is eye was UJlOIl me.
Jt is now llly p:,illl'lll duty to rel;urd a fact which brought mneh
tl'IJlILlc to the minds of my wife :mu me; for, in a few months after
wo joined the Church at Lockwooll, we became aware that Mr.
·C 1~1)\\"rlllm denied tllB eternal SOllship of tho Lord Jesus Christ.
.~'rom that time wc had no more it settled rest there. Our nest was
stil'l.'e(l IIp indeed; :,1111, from the 1irst time it came to our knowledge,
wc expressed our li I'm belief in thr,t blessed doctrine of the eternal
Sonship of the Son of God, and, hy God's help, no man, however
-exalted llis position. or however mL1l;ll we loved him as a man, should
.ever till' I I II~ from lh:,t belief; and we exclaimed" Un Christ, the solid Rock, we stand;
All other ground is ~inking sand."
I I
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I need not enlarge upon the fact that Mr. CUOWTHlm h{\1<1 anll
preached that doctrine, for the fact is well-known j neither have I
any desire to do so, for I loved the man, and I love his rnomol',Y
still, for he did much kindness to us in times of need; but lIO kindness of the crercture must lead us to dishonour our Creator, fol' H 0
said, ,,'Whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny
before My Father who is in heaven." Yet, while I record this fad, I
must say that Mr. CItOWTHlm was no hypocrite. He firmly believod
what he said. He had never been led to see it in any other light.
If he had, at any time of his natuml life, he would have honestly
said so j but he never did, for he lived and died in that belief, :\s
far as I know. Many have judged him harshly, but I feel that 1
am not his judge, nor do I desire to be. I leave him in the hands
of God, who judgeth righteous judgment.
I have now to record the death of my hcloved friend and brothol>
in the Lord, Mr. JOSEL'H HIRST, of Blacklcy, a faithful s"rvant or
the Most High God for thirty years. The last three years of his life
he had been to me almost like a kind father, always a loving friend
and a faithful counsellor; but no\v, ill April, 1870, the Master whom.
he so faithfully served called him hOlllc. 1 br.!ieve, with :t "Well donr,
good and faithful servant; now enter thou into the joy of tlly 1,ani;"
and he was ready and. willing to obey the heavenly call. A moro
kind, loving friend I novel' had j and t.he love that I hall for him is
now, as I write, as fr('sh as ever it was, and I believe will be while
I am in the body.
I often think of the time when wo shaH
meet again. Yoa, and I believe that ho was boloved by ::tll who knew
him, especially by tho people over whom he was the pastor for thirty
years. He was kind to all with whom he came in contact, and the
consequence was, he was loved by all in retul'J1. He was no bigot.
He would give the right hand of brotherly fellowship to any of God's
children, by whatever name in a profession they may be called. He
had been a good husband, but the Lord had taken his beloved
partner from him before I knew him. He was a kind and affectionate
father, and his children loved and reverenced him. His heloved
daughter was his housekeeper till his death, and I have never seen a
more affectionate bond of union hetween father amI daughter than
existed between them. It used to do my heart good to see it, and
tho manner in which she used to pay attention to his wants.
Here
is an extract of a letter which I recei veel from her in February last,
1883 :M y n~:AR SIlt, -Appended are a few matters which may Le of use to you
in reference to my delu' father. I might have largely multiplied them, but
that would not havtl served your purpose, as you desire a few matters
strictly relating to lhe close of his life, which show the confidence he had
in the Master ho served, and the Gospel he so earnestly preached.
Speaking ono <1~\y, .i ust before his final illness, he very suddenly said" When you hear my heart-strings break,
How sweet the minutes roll !
A mortal paleness on llIy cheek,
And iSlory in my suul ; "
and then twice said, "It will be so, and you will know it."
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The last text from which he preached was, 2 Corinthians v. 1: "For
we know that if our eltrthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved." It
was looked upon as being very ominous by those who heard the sermon,
as many remarked that he had been proaching his own funoml sermon.
Aftel' preaching, he asked the congregation to sing the hymn, "My rest is
in heaven," &c., and when singinl!; the line, "An hour with my God,"
.he audibly remarked. "And less than an hour."
When on his death-bed, he gave strict orders to me that there should
be no show or pltrltde, but everything done decently and in order, repeating
the lines of Dr. WA'l'TS, ltccommodating them to himself-

"I want no pomp nor royn.l throne
To raise my figure here;
Content. and pleased to live unknown
Till Christ, my life, appear."

H<3 then remarked, "Never so afflicted in body, but never so happy in
soul," nnd soon after passed away, to be "for ever with the Lord."
I shall be happy to receive a copy of the Magazine in which your papers
are appearing.
Yours sincerely.
M. DysON.
Thus passed away that good and gracious man, and truly may it be
said of him, "He was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost;" and
"the memory of the just is blessed." I am glad to have the privilege
·of paying this tribute of love and respect in which I held him, from
what I knew of him.
I attended his funeral, and I have seldom
seen so much love and respect shown to the memory of any man
.in 'his position. His beloved son, who only survived his fath6r one
.short month, wrote the verses which arc on his father's funeral card:IN AFFECTIONATE R.J':~rEMBRA.NCE OF

.TOSEPH

I-IIRST

(1'hi,·ty years Pasta,· of th. B" I'list Chapel, B!ackky,)

Who departed this life, 'Friday, April 1st, aged 71 years, and was this
day interred at the Chapel.
Blac7cley, Apl"il Gth, 1870.

WITH THE FAMILY'S KIND REGARDS.

My children and my friends adieu,
~: call no longer stay with you;
My Saviour's come and calls for me,
Without·a veil His face to see.

In tender mercy, Lord, look down
U pan that Church, for 'tis 'l.'hy own;
Make every member meet to dwell
With me in bliss unspeakable.

Upon my children, too, look down,
Your loss is my eternal gain;
l'rn free from sorrow, grief, n.nd pain; I And make them in due time Thine own;
, Pl'eserve them from the snares of hell,
'What I enjoy no tongue can tell,
A nd fit them near Thy throne to dwell.
For now 1 with my Saviour dwell.
The Church with which I've laboured
'long,
.
And oft exhorted with my tongue,
I now cOlll1TIcnd it to Thy care,
.For Thuu alulle canst answer prayer.

Then, when we meet in heaven above,
To view Thy face, adore, and love,
'We'll sing-and high this note shall
swell,
That Jesus hath done all things well.

T.ruly may it be said of my deal' brother,
,sleeps in J'CSllS will God bring with Him."
.(10 be cOlltillucd.)

JOSEPH

HmsT, "He that
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"THE BASKET OF FmST·FRUITS."
Alo"l'ER-THOUGIITi'i.
THAT this waving of first-fi:uits is an ordinance for Gospel days, as·
well as Levitical times, is manifest, for it is written, "Thou shalt go
unto the priest that shall be in thoso days "-not (l. priest-not to
any so-called priest-but unto the priest (" every word of God is
pure "). Mark the distinguishing and definite word: "The Priest fat'
ever after the order of Melchisedec." Soo how sweetly chimes in the
"Vord (Heb. xiii. 15), "By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that is, the fmit of our lips, giving thanks
to His namc."
We are told to "say unto him, I profess this day unto the Lord
thy God" (yes, for He said, "I asoend unto My God and your God;"
and He is called "the God of our Lord ,T csus Christ, the Father of
glory") "that I am come unto the country which the Lord sware unto
our fathers to give us," for the promise made to Abraham is "sure to
"We are come to
all the seed," Jew and Gentile (see Rom. iv. 16).
Mount Zion;" we are come to the land of promise. The promises are
our heritage now, for we "arc not as yet come to the rest and to the
inheritanoe whioh the Lord yonr God giveth you" (Deut. xii. 0).
Being "little children," ,ve are not come of age; yet we may poruse
the title-deeds of the inheritance reserved for us, and in that Book,
which is the transcript of the book of life in heaven, see our names
and features delineated.
"Fruit of our lips" will surely be brought forth as we discern,
traces of the family likeness, and our name, "sinner j " "Him that
cometh unto Me;" "Who have fled for refuge j " "called; "
" separated j" ::md even praise Him if somebody honours us with a
name we dare not appropriate-" saint "-01' save us from the" \Voe
unto you, when all men shall speak well of you!"
Fill your baskets, fellow disciples, to offer "by Him," and see the
promise: "The priest shall take the basket out of thine hand, and
set it down before the altar of the Lord thy God;" for it is
You feel
declared in Revelation viii. 3, He does it continually.
there is leaven mixed with all you do, even YOUI' most holy things.
Note the gracious provision for this in your thanksgiving-cake. ,tAll you do is but the oukome of a grateful heart (fruit to His·
praise, not works)-the only offering with which leaven might bemingle cl (Lev. vii. 13), because it is a necessity of our time·state,
what is produced by us is mingled with leaven, and accepted because
of the puro and fragrant sacrifice with which it is associated, detailed,
in the vcrso previous, as unleavened cakes of fine flour (free from
chaff), mingled and anointed with oil, representing Him who was
"bread corn bmised" (Isa. xxviii. 2tl), whose human nature was·
mingled as well as anointed with the Holy Ghost, and for whose
sake HiI'; children's thank-offerings become "Itn odour of a sweet smell,.
a sacrifice acceptable, woll-pl.;asing to God" (Phil. iv. 18).
Leicester.
MARY.
;<

A thought cxpressed in a fricnd's letter.
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LIGHT LET IN.
SOJ\1E time before the nunnery outside this town was built, the old
school-house close to the Roman Oatholic Ohapel was used as a convent.
An orphan girl, of pleasing appearance and a large fortune, was placed
by her uncle, who was her guardian, in this school-house, with a
view, it was considered, to finish her euucation. The young girl had
some distant relatives on her mother's side who were Prutestants, but
her immediate ties were all Romanists. After she had been therc some
months, her aunt, the wife of her glutrclian, proposed a visit to her
niece. A young friend and former school-fellow requested to aCCOlllpany hcr. Beveral excuses were made to hinder an interview between
the girl and her friends, but at last it came to light that she was
very ill.
The aunt then insisted upon seeing her, and, followed by
the young friend, who was mistaken for her daughter, the Lady
Superior reluctantly led the Wety to the cell, where they found the
poor girl in bed, and, to all appearance, in the last stage of consumption. Shocked by her altered appeamnce, the aunt expressed her
surprisc so warmly that it produced an angry retort from the Lady
Superior; and, while a sharp altercation was going on, the young
friend slipped into the hand of the clying girl a small New Testament. She took it, and put it under her pillow, and it became her
constant companion in secret. The Spirit of God opened her eyes to
sce and embrace the truths of the Gospel, and salvation only through
Jesus Ohrist. As her illness increased, "the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God" enlightened her soul. She refused to see the
priest or receive the rites of the Ohmch, to the great scandal of the
community. Her perpetua,l answer to all who attempted to persuade
her was, "No; the blood. of Jesus Ohrist has cleansed me from aU
sin. I have all I need in I-Iim." She was very unkindly treated by
the inmates, save one, who attended to the last the dying girl, and
received from her hand.s the treasured littlo book whereby God had
opened her eyes to the knowledge of s:.Llvation. This f:.Lithful attenllant,
ill witnessing her triumphant and happy end, was blessed with Gospel
light, escaped from the convent, and furnished these few particular".
It is a remarkable and mysterious fact that so many of our intelligent
fellow-creatures, without committing any crime, should be imprisoned
for life in convents and monasteries, through the power of a system
which deprives them of liberty, fetters body and mind, excludes all
communication with the outer world, and dissolves the ties of relationship, however near and dear. That many of them are un willing captives, high walls, bolts, bars, and rigorous watchfulness plainly declare.
Voluntary seclusion on religious grounds has no need of ~mch means
to prevcnt cscape; while, in the case of others thus confined, a mysterious inlluence is exercised to keep the mind in bondage to the laws
of conventual life, so that liberty is rega,rcled as a crime of the deepest
dye.
There arc two pillars that mainly support the fabric of the Ohurch
of Rome-the priesthood and purgatory. The man who, by virtue of
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his office as priest, has spiritual control over the admilll:;traLion of
seven sacraments-can transform bread and wine by a few worus into
the body, blood, bones, and divinity of the Lord Jesus Cllrist-can
exercise sovereign power over the conscience, through the confe:;sional,
and with God-like authority can pardon sin-must needs be regarded
by ignorant and deluded mOltals with awe and superstitious revurence.
It is through the pretensions of the priesthood that the power of
Popery is maintained; the laity, as the people are called, being bu t
tools used to carry out the authority and designs of the priesthood.
Through the laity, by the confessional, all secrets are obtained, whether
personal, domestic, social, political, or religious; and, through a wellorganized priesthood, there is a sort of omniscience that pervades all
classes, grasps all subjects, and regulates the affairs of all that are
under its mysterious influence.
It is a fact that men make less use of tho confessional than females;
but the softer sex are more communicative, and, under skilful guidance,
are more pliable to follow as they aro led; thence they are more
useful in Church-work than men, who are novel' pressed upon this
point until death draws near.
Herein lies the great danger of Ritualism. Though the Popish rites
and ceremonies and dramatic attractions of modern introduction into
the Church of the Reformation may apl)ear chiluish, anu 11,1'0 utterly
opposed to Bible Christianity, yet all this symbolic religion has a
doctrinal meaning attached to it in all its parts and branches; but
the grand ultimatum of priestly power is the confessional. This is the
end to which all the outward forms addressed to the senses are designed
to lead; and, when this is reached, supremacy is gained over the
conscience, the affections, the will, and the work of the enslaved victim.
Ritualism will not be satisfied, whether the sphere be small or great,
till this is achieved; for by the confessional the parish is worked, and
the unity and energy of the whole system is maintained-hence the
real danger of :H.itualism.
The ~econd supporting pillar of the Church of Rome is purgatory.
Death IS the appointed lot of all men, and Popery makes enormOUIl
capital out of this unceasing fact; for, while it extends the power
?f the priest beyond the grave, it fiUs the coffers of tho Church, and
IS a source of perpetual wealth.
'Where is the hard-hearted wretch
to be found among their community who would withhold tho sum
demanded for Masses mumbled by thp, priest to redeem a relation or
dearly-loved friend from the torments of purgatory ~ A more subtle
device was never invented, under the guise of religion, to draw money
from the misor, and the last tribute of lovo from weeping relatives.
. In the fifth century, among other elTors, purgatory was introduced
mto tho Church of Rome, which, like many of her additions, owed
its origin to Paganism. The Stygian Lake, that required a ferry-man
to row the worshippers of' the gods to Elysium, was adroitly turned
to account by priestly power, but was not made an article of faith
until 1438, at a council in Florence. It no doubt crept in at first
by prayers for the ([Pari, and was soon followed by the monstrous
fiction of purgatory, which is of too Hlllch importance to the Church
of Rome in a pecuuial'y way to be renounced as long as Popory lasts.
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It is a well-known fact that, when the Scriptul'es fall into the
hands of Roman Catholics, the absence of all mention of purgatory,
that perpetuates the power of the priest beyond the grave, and makes
him the importftnt agent to translate a soul from misory to happiness,
is almost the first thing that strikes the mind; then the whole fabric
begins to totter; so the wisdom of withholding the light of the
Scriptures from the people is manifest, as every priest mllst admit
with the ancient silversmith, "By this craft we have our woalth;"
and, when once the Scriptures are received as the Book of God, the
power of the priest is gone.-Extmct from" l'mcts for the People," uy
the Author of "Nothing to Pay."

PASTOR CHINIQUY'S MISSION IN ENGLAND.
from a letter of Pastor CHINIQUY to the Eocle of June
29tll, in reference to his mission in England:SlIl,-Please allow me to ask again your Christian readers to bless the
Good Master for some of the new manifestations of His mercies towards
the precious souls to which it has been my privilege to show the
errors of Romanism in the same time that I have preached to them
"the truth as it is in Jesm," these last few months.
A few weeks ago, thl'l day after I had given an address on Auricular
Confession, in one of the northern towns of Scotland, a gentleman
asked me to give him one hour of my time, that he might have some
explanations about our Saviour's words: "W"hatsoever ye shall bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven" (Matt. xviii. 18).
After I had complied with his request, he said: "I belong to one
of those Scotch families which have remained attached to the Church
of Rome, when the great majority of the people were leaving that Church
to become Protestants. But, though till last night I llave remained a
Homan Catholic, I thought it was my duty to know what you had to
say, and I was among your most attentive listeners.
I will not
conceal from yOIl that at first I felt outraged at something you
said, and I came very near to leave the church at the first impulse
of my anger. But I was soon calmed, and struck by the evident
good and fi'iendly feelings of your address, and your lecture was not
finished when my former blind faith in the Church of Home was
absolutely shaken, not to say entirely destroyed. My wife, a devoted
lwman Catholic also till then, was sitting by me. It was easy to
sce that your words were making as much impression on her as on me.
At her request, after the meeting, J bought your book, Tlw P1"ieot, the
lVul/ut'l/" and the Confessional, ami we spent the greater part of the
nigllt in reading it, from the first to the last line, with the exception
of the Latin pages, which we do not understand.
"It was three o'clock in the mowing when we finished. I then
aske(1 Iny wife, 'What do you think of this book ~ , She wept bitterly,
and answered, 'My dear husband, all that is said is true. Many times
I have been scandalized and horrified by the questions put to me,
not by all, but by several of my confessors. It is from those questions
that I ha\'\~ got the first bad impressions of sin in my poor guilty
EXTllACT
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heart when I was young. That is the reason why I have delayed tilP
now sending our girls to confess. I have always concealed that from
you, but to-day I think my duty is to reveal it, that you may not
press me any more to send them to confess. I am fully persuaded'
that auricular confession cannot be ordained by the God of holiness.
It is a school of infamy.' 'Yop have nothing to fear from m.e hereafter on that subject,' I answered; 'for my resolution is irrevocably
taken, not only to prevent our children from going any more to confess,
but I am determined to follow the advice which Pastor CHINIQUY bas
given us-to rely only on Christ, His blood shed on the cross, for
the pardon of our sins.'
"My wife expressed her joy at my lIe termination, and she said
that many times she had the same thought, but she never dared to
express it.
"Now, Mr. CHINIQUY [continued that gentleman], it is my stern
determination to follow your example, and join the great Protestant
family as soon as possible, with my wife and sevell children. But this
cannot be done here, in tlH1 midst of the blind Rom:)]} Catholics who
surround me. I will emigrate to America. and thcn yOll will help me
to know, love, and follow the Gospel of Christ."

THE CORONATION

OATH.

A SPEClAL service was held on the anniversary of Her M:ljesty's accossion
to the throne, by the Rev. T. DAVIS, vicar of Drypool, Hull, in the
parish church, to which he invited, by advertisement and circular, the
Orangemen, friends of the Church Association, Protestants and patriots
generally. A large number of persons assembled. The service being
in the evening, a selection was made from the "form of prayer
appointed for June 20th," the proper Psalms and the proper lessons
being read on the occasion.
The service was plain, and on the old Evangelical lines, and, at the'
same time, there was no lack of heart or reverence on the part of the'
people.
The fine hymn beginning, "Sovereign of all, whose wilL
or(lains," was sung before the sermon, and the National Anthem at
the close. The sermon was preached by the Rev. J. M. SANGAR, B.A., on
"Her Majesty's Coronation Oath to Maintain the Protestant Reformed
Religion."
The sermon was based on 2 Chronicles xv. 15: "And all
J udah rejoiced at the oath." The subject was treated in an exhaustiveand elofluent manner.
The in'eacher sketched the circumstances under which the oath
was enacted in the days of Asa, King of J uclah, and insisted on
the inviolable character of all oaths taken in the presence and,
name of God, urging that no Parliament, however disposed, had any
power to releasc Her Mu:iesty from her oath taken at her coronati.on,
and instanced the c:tse of George Ill., who, when asked to sanction
concession to the Papftcy in his day, replied that he "had the courage
to lay his head upon the SC::LfI'old, but not the courage to break the
oath he had taken to God."
'The preacher cited at lcngth some portions of the coronation service,.
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and referred to the fact that ovor and abovo the oath taken at the
coronation, Her Majesty had again and again yoluntarily undertaken to
maintain the Protestant l~eformed religion of England and hebnc1. He
also briefly described the disloyal and dishonest practices of the Ritualists,
as exemplified in the doings of their chief culprit, Mr. MAuKoNocHIE,
and showed by appropriate references to the Articles, and particularly
to the homilies, that men like Mr. MACKONOCHIE and Mr. OMl\f,\NNEY,.
at Sheffield, as well as persons much higher in rank aUlI station,
have basely cl erred the Queen's authority, and forced Her Majesty
into approval of acts which completely set at nought the oath she had
taken forty-six years ago.
His arraignment of the policy of Mr.
GLADSTONE in this respect was most effective, denouncing in severe, yet
faithful and truthful language, his appointment of Ritualistic bishops,
who believed in the prayers of dead saints, who spoke of the
Communion-table as an altar, and in numerous other ways showed their
sympathy with the Romanizers of the Church.
The peroration was exceedingly telling, as he pictured the Queen, in
her loneliness and widowhood, deprived of the strong, the Protestant,
and the wise advice of the late Prince Consort, and induced to sign
away the Irish Church, and to outrago the feelings of all her Protestant
subjects by the appointment of a Papist to the Viceroyalty of India.
He maintained that, since the disestablishment and robbery of the
Church in Ireland, Ireland never had been, and never would be quiet;
the Queen herself was not safe on her throne, nor the Royal Family
safe in those hereditary privileges which they held by virtue of the
Protestant Constitution of these realms.
The sermon lasted an hour and twenty minutes, and was listened to
with the most lweathless attention; and the hearty way in which the
congregation sang the National Anthem at the close showed the
enthusiasm with which it was received. It is hoped, if funds can he
raised, to pUblish the sermon in pamphlet form, as a memoriclJ of the
anniversary and the service in connection therewith.-From the R(jc1~ of
June 29th, 18t:l3.
SAINT FRANCIS.
THE annexed appeared in the Eristol T·imes and Mirror for July
13th : SIR,-I must indeed thank your correspondent, "W. G.," for theinformation he has so kindly supplied me with in reference to the
above-named saint. Such information only tends to confirm me in my
belief that the Protestant Reformed faith in England is fast dying
out, and the people of this country are gradually allowing themselves
to be "plninly guided" to Rome. "That would our forefathers have
thought if, in their days, a Protestant church had been erected and
llamed after a Popish saint 1 That this Saint Francis was a Popish
How comes it, then, tha~ our Protestant
saint no one can deny.
bishop allows one of his churches to be called after a Popish saint 7·
Surely we Protestants
Bristol, July 12th, 1883.
NEED TO KNOW.

49~

The Gospel Magazim.

£lmnolts Hnl:r

~ot.es

.of Sermons.

SERMON PREACHED IN ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDMINSTER,
SUNDAY lIIORNING, JANUAltY 28TH, 1883.

"I am poor and needy .. yet the Lord

th'inl~eth

upon rne."-PSALlI[ xl. 17.
SOllfE of the Psalms appeal' to have Lean written with a double
object in view-to Sflt forth the Lord J'csus Christ, and to describe
the believer's experience.
So, undoubtedly, it has been in this
Psalm. David, by tile inspiration of the Hol,j' Ghost, has so penned
it that it is almost impossiLlo to say which portion of it is intended
t
to apply to the Church anu which to the Church's Lord. But it is
hardly necessary to draw this distinction, for what applies to the
Messiah in His humiliation does of necessity apply to His people, the
members of His mystical body, He awl thcy having boun united
together by indissolublc bands, as He Himself expressly teaches.
It is impossible to rel'.ll this Psalm without being struck with the
Here is David, thc king
simplicity and humility that characterize it.
of Israel, writing; and yet mark his lallgnage in verso 1-" I waited
patiently for the Lord; and He incliued unto n:c, allll hc~,rd my
cry;" and so in our text, "I am poor and needy j yct the Lord
thinketh upon me." And this last declaration is not oue peculiar to
~
this Psalm. In Psalm xxxiv. 6, he caJls himself, "this poor man;"
and in Psalms lxx. r;; lxxxvi. 1; and cix. 22, he pses the s a m e '
expression that is in our text, "I am pOOl' and needy."
David's confession of poverty and need is one that exactly describes
the condition of every true child of God, whilst the confidence that
he was enabled to express is the same in degree that every believer
in Christ is emboldened to affirm. Bearing this in mind, let us turn
our attention to these two simple points1. The believer's confession.
2, The believer's confidence.
1. The believer's conjession-"I am poor and needy." 'Who is poor,
really poor 1 Is not he poor, in an earthly sense, who has no money
with which to buy food; no clothing to cover him but tho rags which
hang about him; no home to shelter him; no strength for labour;
no wisdom to gu\de him; no friend to sympathize with him j no
wife or child or relative to love him 1 Now, just so it is spiritually
with the newly-awakened sinner, and so it is often with the more
mature believer; for, if the Spirit has shown you and me our spiritual
poverty, our )Jovel'ty of soul, has He not taught us this humbling
lcsson, that we owed a mighty debt to Jc!tovah's justicf', holiness, and
faithfnlness, and had nothing to pay that debt with; that, by nature,
we had no rjghteousne~s to cover us, and fit us for coming into the
presence of the King of kings; that, as wandcrcrs from God, we were
without a home for \JUl' souls; that wc hall 110 strength of our own
to keep one of God's cornmrmdments, either ill thought, word, or deed;
that we had no wisdom of our own to guidc us in the concerns of
tIle kingdom of heaven; that" in our uncon vcrted state, we were with-
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out Him who is Friend, BrotllCl', Husband, and Shepherd to His
people 7 lIow poor did. we then seo ourselves to bn, and how pOOl'
does everyone taught by the Spirit find himself to be when that
Spirit begins to operate in his heart!
And how ?!ecdy.' 'What is each day and each hour but a long
catalogue of wa.nts and needs 7 Each day, each hour, each moment
that the Npirit is our Teacher, do we feel our need of the Lerd
Jehovah in the Trinity of His Persons. Each day, hour, and moment
do we need Je/wvah the Father, as "the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ," to visit us with His Fo,therly mercies, to feed, clothe,
and sustain our souls. Each day, hour, and moment do we need
Jehovah the Don as our Saviour, to savo us from sin and c1e:1th; as our
liedceme?', who, having redeemed oIll' souls, persons, and inheritance
from the curse of the law, that we might "receive the adoption of
sons" (Gal. iii. 13, with iv. 4, 5), gives us the foretaste of the heavenly
inheritance; as our Brother, to sympathize with and guide us; and as
our Advocate, to am,wer all accusations that may be preferred against us.
Each day, hour, and moment do wo need Jehomh the Spi?,it to change
our hearts; renew us in the image of Christ; sanctify our thoughts,
nffections, desires; to implant and strengthen faith in Christ; to
invigorate the life which He has imparted; to witness with our spirits
as to our heavenly adoption; to bring to our remembrance the things
of Christ; and to guide us into all truth.
What a blessed thing it is to be thus "poor and ueedy," for to you
(10 apply the Savionr's words in Matthew v. 3: "Blessed are the poor
in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." And, if the kingdom
of heaven is yours, are not all things yours 7 "He that spared not
His only Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He llut
with Him also freely give us all things?" (Rom. viii. 32.) "All things
are yours; whether Paul, or ApoJlos, or Cephas, or the world, 0['
life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours.;
and ye are Chrj~t's; and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 21-23).
Now, if to be th us spiritually pOOl' is to be spiritually rich, how must
it be with those who are ignorant of their spiritual poverty 7 Ah!
they are puor ill(leell! I{emember how it was with the Church of
Laodicea. The members of that Uhurch thought themselves religious;
they consiuered their lllanner of lifo correct; they imagined that they
had every spiritual grace; but what did the Lord say to them 7
"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not tl:at thou art wretched, and miserable,
anu poor, <lnd blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of Me gold
tried in the fire, that thou mayest he rich; and white raiment, that
thuu mayest be clothed; and that tllO shame of thy nakedness do not
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou may est see"
(I :,ev. iii. 17, 18). So it may be with some present now. Your religion
lllay be a respectable ono; you may be strict in the observance of all
your rei igious duties; you may never do anyone an ill turn; but what
does the Lord say of you 'I Does He not say, "It is a]) outside show.;
there is nothing inward and spiritual in your religion" 7 Oh, pray to
know yourselves! Let the language of your hearts be, "Search me, 0
God, amI ],110\\' my heart: try mc, and know my thoughts: and see if
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there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the W[l,y ,'verhsting"
(Psa. cxxxix. 23, 24).
Let us now turn to the other branch of our subject.
2. The believer's conficlence-" Yet the Lord thinketh upon mp.." 'What
a wonder is this-the Lord thinking upon His child! That He
who fills heaven and earth should thus act, how condescending! How
ancient are His thoughts of His children-as ancient as His love! "Yeft,
I have loved thee with an everlasting love," is the declaration of His
He thought upon His
love, and so it is as regards His thoughts.
people in eternity. When He knew what they would be-sinners an,l
.sinful; when He knew what they would need-salvation; He thought
upon their Saviour, and so "laid help upon One that is mighty," even
Him who is "mighty to save" (Psa. lxxxix. ID; Isa. I xiii. 1).
And are not His thoughts unchangeable? ] le thought npon thee,
believer, when in thy sins, in thy rebellion, in thy w[l,nderings; when
living for the world and self, and when thou hadst no thought of Him.
He thought of thee when suffering from illness, and gave thee health;
when surrounded by many and great dangers, and so pl'<.~sm·vp.(l thee from
.being cut off ill the midst of thy days. His eyes Wt'rc upon thee for
good every moment of thy unregenerate days. vVhen the time came
for Him to visit thee with His grace, and bring thee to :L saving
He tllOught upon
knowledge of thyself, He thought upon thee.
thee, and so His word came with power, [l,S the word of convict-ion,
arousing thee to a sense of thy guilt; then it came as the word of
comfort, giving thee peace; as the word. of slj'cngth, imIJarting power;
as the word of salvation, giving the assurance of s[l,lvation. And what
do all His present dealings show 7 Do they not show this--that He
thinks of us when we are umuindful of Him, when our hearts are hard
and cold within us, when a spirit of formality possesses us, when we
are "cumbered about many things" 7 What do all His rebukes and
chastenings show 7 'What does all the dissatisfaction which a child
of His feels within himself, respecting the coldness of his heart, his
lukewarmness, his slothfulness, his unbelicf, his selfishness, but this.that 'the Lord is thinking upon him 7
And this leads to the observation that the Lord's thoughts of His
chdclren (tj·c pmctical. He thinks upon them to supply iLll their spiritual
need.
Do their souls need clothing 7 He gives them a robe of
righteousness, garments of salvation (Isa. lxi. 10). Do they need peace 'I
Jesus says, ,( My peace I give unto you" (John xiv. 27). Do they
need strength 1 His word is, "I will strengthen them in the Lord"
'CZech. x. 12). Do they need wisdom 7 Jesus is their wisdom (1 001'.
i. 30). Do they need guidance 7 The promise is, "I will guide thee
with Mine eye" (Psa. xxxii. I~). Are their souls thirsty 7 His word
is, "I will pour water upon him that is thirsty" (Isa. xliv. 3). Are
they in trouble 1 "I will be with him ill trouble " (Psa. xei. 15); and,
·even in death, He promises, ,,'When thou passest through the waters
I will be with theo" (Isa. xliii. 2).
Moreover, as regards earthly matters, how practical are His thoughts!
Is the mind filled with many an anxious care? "Yet the Lor,l
thinketh upon me."
"Take no thought for your life," &c. (M:1tt. vi.
25, 31, ;)2). And, in looking forward to the future, what (loes He
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sacrifice for sin, resorted to as an expedient-an expedient falsely so called?
'Vhy was the infant Saviour preserved, and the little children at Bethlehem
destroyed by the swords of Herod's ruthless band?
It had been well said that a little child can ask more questions in five
minutes than could be answered in as many years; and Bishop BUTLER had
done well in reminding them, in his answer to specuhttors how the world
might and should have been better made and carried on than it was at
present, namely, that they had not faculties for it, and also that they may
confidently expect virtue to be the happiness, and vice the misery of every
creature of God, and tlmt regularity, order, and right must finally triumph
under the government of the Author of n"ture-in other words, under the
government of God.
He would, therefore, in the second place, say a few words on the ?neTcy
of the Divine Providence, not in answer to the sneering sceptic, but,
possibly, for the instruction and comfort of any of God's children present
who might sometimes have found themselves perplexed by some such questions as those he had advanced. How full of divine consolation was the
fact that God had made a covenant of grace and redemption with His Son
and Spirit, "before times eternal," for the recovery of His Church and
people, who, it was known, would fall by iniquity. Would it not infinitely
detract from the dignity of Christianity to imagine that the plan of redemption was an after expedient, resolved on in a sudden emergency to remedy
an unforeseen disaster, and that disaster the fall of man? How did that
harmonize with their ideas of the blessed God, who, as the Apostle expressed
it, wrought all things after the counsel of His own will 1 As an able·
writer had said, "Satan neither stole nor forced his way into paradise."
No. Can Omniscience be deceived? Can Omnipresence be eluded 1 Can
Omnipotence be overcome 1 Impossible. Hence he rejoiced in the declaration of the inspired Apostle that the Church of the First-born, whose nameH
were written in heaven, were "saved and called with an holy calling, not
according to their works, but according to God's own purpose and grace,
which was given them in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
Again, why was the infant Jesus preserved 1 Because Divine Providence
brought to nought all the designs of the wicked against the Holy Child.
Because He had been appointed, in the counsels of God, to give His life <1,
ransom for many. Why were the infant children of Bethlehem slaughtered?
By the permissive pleasure of the Most High. They were prototypes of
Christian martyrdom-they died for Him who lived and died and rose
again for them, in order that they might live with Him for ever. And
why did those 182 young children faU victims in the public hall ai>
Sunderland on that terrible Saturday afternoon 1 Well, dear brethren, it
was not by the hand of blind accident or chance that they were delivered
ou t of the miseries of this sinful world.
Of the eternal salvation of
young children there could be no reasonable doubt.
He (the preacher)
fully believed, with the author of that incomparable hymn, "Rock of
Ages," that all children who died young were included in the decree of
God's electing love. Did not that glorious fact open a cheerful vista through
the gloom that had been thrown over the land by the mournful event?
Would it not almost turn the darkness into sunshine 1 Ought those parents
at Sunderland to sorrow as those who had no hope? Think for a moment
on those who had eec~ped. 'Who could tell what were the sorrows and
vicissitudes which still awaited some of them 1 As ministers of the Gospel,
what heJll'tl'ending scenes were they not sometimes called to witness! Had
he not hettrd well-High broken-hearted pttrent,s,in the depth of their anguish,
utter the wish tlmt they could have followed <\Il their children to an early
grave, in order t,) lmvu boen spared the deep shame that had blighted the
prospects of an absent one, whose name was sc:\rcely ever mentioned in their
midst? Oh, they had a sure and certain hope of those young children ill
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say 7 "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in Me. In My Father's honse are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you"
-(John xiv. 1, 2).
What a blessing to be able to say, "The Lord thinkcth upon me"
--me, a poor and needy one! Ah! there is nothing like this! First,
to be plac0d amongst the poor and needy ones-to be brought down
into the valley of humiliation-and then to be lifted up-to find that
the Lord's thoughts are set upon me! This, this is exaltation indeed!
"Before honour is humility."
THE RECENT SUNDERLAND CATASTROPHE.
-THE annexed was among the pulpit references to the above dreadful
disaster which appeared in the Bristol Times and ~Mirro1' of the following day:The REV. W. SAUNDERS preachecl a special sermon last night at St. Sibs
·on the Sunderland calamity, selecting his text from Jeremiah xxxi. 15-17:
"Thus saith the Lord, A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter
weeping; Rahel weeping for her children, refused to be comforted for her
children, because tht)y were not. Thus saith the Lord, l'tefrain thy voice
from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded,
.saith the Lord; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy.
And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children shall come
again to their own border."
After an allusion to the terrible calurnity-the comparatively trifling incident
which occasioned it, the remarkable providences in the case of some who
were :lbsent from the scene of the disaster, the touching telegrams from the
-Queen, and the outburst of deep, heartfelt sympathy with the bereaved
throughout the land-the preacher said it was not his intention even to
allude to the heartrending scenes which had been so promptly, fully, itnd
graphically furnished them by the public press, itnd which no doubt they
;1ad read, as his purpose and praycrful desire was to divert their thoughts
into another channel, which the words he had chosen would by God's
assistance enable him to do. The text introduced to them Rachel, the
mother of Joseph and Benjamin, from whom very large numbers in Israel
·descended. She is poetically described as arising from her grave, which
was between l'tamah and Bethlehem, looking around for her offspring, alld,
supposing them utterly extirpated, was inconsolable in her sorrow. She
is assured that there is hope for them in their latter end, and that they
should come again from the enemy's land. But they had divine authority
for referring this prophecy to the destruction by Herod of the infant
children at Bethlehem, with the hope and intention of destroying the infant
Saviour, and they saw in that event, at least in part, the fulfilment of the
text. He would, therefore, desire to bring this subject before them under
the heads of the mystay, the jlU3'I'CY, and the majesty of Divine Providence
·in the government of the world.
'fhe mystery of Divine Providence. 'Without doubt, when the tidings of
this calamity went through the land by the electric wires, touching the
'heart of the nation like an electric shock, the old question was again
awakened in many minds, Why was sin permitted at all? Why was this
wail of great lamentation to be heard throughout the town of Sunderland,
_such as had never been heard before 7 And, giving the rein to the imagination, many such questions might be asked concerning the event to which
the text referred. Why was the birth and death of Jesus Christ, as a
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'I\!hat northern town, that they would "come again to their own bflrder"that they would return again from the enemy's land.
But there was the 'lnojclity of Divino Providence for a moment to be
,considered. Think of it with regard to the affairs of every-day life. Let
.oneexample suflice. Look at the marvellous net-work of railways all over
the land. Considor tho myriads who used them every day, Ilnd the many
millions in 0. yellr I Tme, they were sometimes appalled by the report of a
railway acoident, so called, with its numerous fatalities. Still, the percentage
'0f those who were thus killed, say in a single year, compared with those
who had travelled in safety, was almost infinitesimal. But how majestic
was the soheme of Divine Providence in the mode of saving souls. Those
(persons who escaped at Sunderland could each exclaim, "I am saved!"
But they were still liable to similar dangers, whereas every truly repenting ar.d believing sinner could with truth exclaim, "I am eternally saved
from the wrath to come!" There had been joy in the presence of God
over such, and were they not saved at last, those heavenly praises and
rejoicings would have been premature. And the very dust of those dear
.children would "come again from the land of the enemy," for "the last
.enemy that shall be destroyed is death." Every particle of the dust of
the saints, which was requisite to their future identity, was in the safe
providential keeping of their omniscient God.
The event they had been considering had a loud warning voice to the
careless and unconcerned. From those little graves in the cemeteries at
Sunderland the cry came as with trumpet tongue, "Prepare to meet thy
God,!"
The church was crowded. Special hymn-shee~s were used, and an offertory
was taken at the close of the service.

EXTRACT FROM A SERMON
BY THE LATE .IOtiEPH nW)lS, PREACHlm ON FlUDAY EVENING, IN SION
UIIAl'.I!:L, WHlTEUHAPEL, SEPTEMBER 24TH, 1847.

word more, and I close. There are some instances in which
riches are attained any way but honollrably j there are some' instances
in which they communicate and impart anything but honour j there
are some instances in which they are obtained unjustly, and prodigally
squandered away for the purposes of dissipation. Not so, however,
with "the exceeding riches of God's grace." Then there is an honour
,to be exercised upon earth-the honour of usefulness. I would not
give a straw for that man's religion that does not make him useful.
"Oh, I have no opportunity! I am isolated j I am shut up in a
corner j I have no mealls of being usel'ul !" All these are but excuses
for your laziness, or covetousness, or both. Oh, what an irksome
placo this earth would be to me, if God did not ma.ke use of me !
flow sick I should be of everything pertaining to this world, if
'God did not make use of me! But, thanks be to His holy name,
Ho does. Now, what use has He made of you, in the circle ill
which you move 1 Do you not know that it is written that God's
people are "a peculiar people, zealous of good works" 1 I cannot
understand dead .people performing good works-that is quite a
strange thing to me-but living people should be active, industrious,
useful. I have one word of advice for all my hearers to-night.
Do not study how you may gratify your own views and your own
ONE
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inclinations, but do study how you can be most useful in the Church
of God, and bring the largest revenue of praise to His name.
Now, there is one feature of this usefulness I shall mention to you
to-night, and that is, the assistance of the poor aged pilgrims in the
last stages of their journey through the wilderness. I have been
an advocate for the prosperity of this Society a good many years,
and it is, perhaps, the last time I shall advocate it. I do not
think anything would have dragged me here to-night from my own
loved spot but the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. But, when I
think of 334 aged saints upon the funds of this Society, now
receiving their various pensions month by month, amounting to £143
every month, I say this Society must not be neglected. It is a
peculiar Society, a special Society. It belongs to God and to His people.
It is for their sakes. It is ministering a cup of cold water in the
name of disciples, and because they belong to Christ.
Now, having stated thus much, I am prepared to hope (I may
say expect) that not one of you will quit this house of prayer
without saying, "The poor old pilgrims shall have some of my money."
And, when I come to add to the above statement onc or two things
more, I trust I shall not be unsuccessful in getting a little help for
them this month; and the first thing the secretary tells me is,
that they have only got money enough to pay one month more,
£145; and where they are to get money for the next month, November-a very cloudy and miserable month-he does not know. The
secretary, whom I am happy to be in the closest intimacy with,
labours entirely gratuitously and without reward, except the smile·
and the blessing of J ehovah. The money is all to go to the poor
old saints. I will not be paid anything out of it-no, not for my
horse-the poor old pilgrims shall have it all, and a little more beside8.
I have not strength to say much to-night, feeling, as I do, exceedingly exhausted, but leave it to your souls and to God what you
shall do for His sake.
"WE HAYE TOILED ALL THE NIGHT, AND HAYE
CAUGHT NOTHING."
Au, through our n[lture's night we
toiled,
Andluwe at length been taught
Hnw truly vain is human might,
For we have" nothing caught. "
Pining were wo from very w[lnt,
Yet thought we noed but try,
And we were sure to gain enough
Our souls to satisfy.
But, since the Day-sbr from auove
Has shone upon om ship,
'Ve see how useless were our" nets"
'fill Jesus walked tllc lloeI'!
Cardijj:

'Tis only at His dear oommand
There comes wherawith to feed
The f[linting, over-craving soul,
In the dire hour of need.
Bnt I:T e has such a wondrous store,
And such a heart of love,
'Vc only 11<1.1'0 to need, and ask,
His bounteous grace t:.l prove.
I-J e rLlways I[lvishes His gifts
On souls that empty [Ire;
Lord, mako us poor, who' feel so
rieh
That ,;'e Thy wealth may share.
J. P. C.
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MULLER'S EVANGELISTIC TOUR

evening, at Bethesda Chapel, Greltt George Street, the Rev. GEORGE
MULLER delivered his usual narrative of his recent labours on the Continent.
There was a full congregation.
The service having been commenced by singing the hymn, "Not now, My
child-a littlo more rough tossing," the venerable divine offered prayer. MR.
MULJ,ER then said that, as so many hundreds of prayers hltd ascended up to the
Lord from the beloved brethren and sisters on behalf of his deal' wife and
family, it seomed suitable that he should give a very brief account ltt leltst
of the Lord's de!iJings with them upon this their last missionary tour, the
ninth.
It might be suitable for him, on the present occasion, very briefly to speak
of the special objects which he had in vicw in these missionary tours. His
first object was, to seek, in the most si.mple, distinct, and decided way, to
preach the Gospel of the grace of God, not in the least degree mixing up
nlltn's ~oodness, worthiness, and merit with it. The reason which led him
especially to aim at ·this was, that he knew well how very many persons,
truly in earnest about their soul's rest, did not see distinctly how alone to
trust in .Jesus Christ. Another object ill view was, to lead the children of
God to the enjoyment of truth connected with their standing in Christ.
Very many of the preachers of the Gospcl and pastors of long standing did
not themselves know that they were the children of God; therefore they
were without joy and peace in Him, and how could they preaeh in sueh a
way that their hearers' souls should be benefited 'I Another object was, to
do his part to bring the children of God back to the loving, habitual,
prayerful, systematic reading of Seripture as the single standard of everything. God be praised, in not a few instances-nay, he had reason to believe,
in thous:1nds of cases-during the last eight years he had accomplished this.
Onc thing at which he particularly aimed was, to seek increasingly to unite
the children of God in love, there bei.ng too much denominationalism alld
st:1nding aloof from e:1ch other. He went among all denominations-of course,
provided they were sound in the faith, holding the fundamental truths of
the holy faith, and that he was not expected to do things which he could
not do with a good eonscience. Again, he sought to lead beloved brethren
and sisters increltsingly to walk in separation from the world. Lastly, he
had in view the instruction of Christi,ms ubout the true character of the
present dispensation, the purpose of Uvd being not the conversion of the
world, but to gather out a people from among the Gentiles. At the same
time, he especially made it his business, in visiting Churches, to help them 011
in the divine light, instructing them, ,tnd making them more heavenlyminded.
Tracing the tour, which commenced last autumn, MR. MULLER said he
Drst visited Dueseldorf, on the Rhine, where, as six years ago, he preached
repeatedly. A minister in that place had started an institution similar to
his own, and a mission-house where young men of decided Christianity might
be prepared for service at home and abroad. He preached in an immense
hall to crowded congregations, some of the people coming as far as fifty
miles to be present at a meeting which lasted four hours. At Mulheim he
found much Christian life and crowded congregations, sixteen hundred or
eighteen hunch'ed people being present, and some of them walking twenty
milcs to attend.
Snch was the hunger for the 'Word that they assembled
two hours before the meetings commenced. After preaching several times
at \Vicsbadon, he went to Mannheim, ,t line aristocratic city, inhabited by the
grandees of the land, but having extrcmely little spirit in it. He preached
four times in the hall of a good missionary labouring there. Then they
went to Hcidelbul'~, which was greatly fre!J.uented by all nationalities, owing
to its beautiful climate, but there was great Rpiritual death therE'. The
LAST
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comparatively few dear children of God living there had been trying for
many years, when a vacancy occurred in the parish church, to get a godly
minister, but were always outvoted by unbelievers or Rationalists. At last,
the little band built a church of their own, and supported a minister.
Having preached in that church, he went to Munich, where all was Popish,
with very little exception. However, through the kindness of the highest
ecclesiastical functionaries among the Pr(,testants, he obtained open doors,
and he ministered to hundreds of Protestants in the city several times. At
Vienna, the capital of Austria, they found matters still worse-nearly all
Popery, and great restrictions with regard to religious liberty. He preached
at an extra meeting in the Methodist Chttpel. It was not allowed to sing
hymns, or a policeman would have stepped into the room and dispersed the
meeting at once, and the pour minister would have been fined-if not sent
to prison. Any stranger who went there, and wished to hold a meeting, had
to give notice to the police three days previously, and to announce the
subject upon which he was going to speak. Children between the ages of
seven and fourteen belonging to unrecognized Protestant churches were not
allowed tu accompany their parents to places of worship, but must be under
the instruction of Romish priests. Some time ago, a memorial was presented
to the Emperor, but the effect was lost because the priests influenced His
Majesty, and the restrictions were reintroduced. Another memorial was about
to be presented by a deputation from the Evangelical Alliance. He ministered
there thirteen times, being greatly helped by the agent and director of the
operations of the British and FOI'eign Bible Society in that empire, so that he
obtained open doors to a certain extent. Thence they went to Pesth, the
capital of Hungary, where they found scarcely anything but Pupery-very
few Protestants indeed, though perhaps a little morc liberty than in Vienna.
He had openings there through the highest ecclesiastical dignitaries of the
Protestant Church, and could minister as much as he desired. Then they
went to Prague, the capital of Bohemia, where things were, if possible, even
still darker with regard to religious liberty, which hardly existed at all.
However, he had opportunities of ministering six times.
Having visited
Dresden, he ministered several times at Leipsic, aDd had the joy of addressing
two hundred university students, with some of their professors. He then
went to his native town, Kroppenstaedc, in the province of Saxony. For
about sixty.four years he had not seen the place, and longed to speak for the
Lord there, as the minister invited him to do.
It was September 27th,
1805, when he first drew breath there. The parish church was under repair,
so that no services could be held there, but. he preached in the largest hall
that could be obtained. He held two meetings, and had the joy of preaching
the Gospel in the simplest way to the dear people, the Mayor and clergyman
helping him to the utmost. He looked back upon thoso meetings with
gratitude to God for His kindness in allowing him, in the evening of his life,
to go to that place and witness for his precious Lord. At Berlin he had
much cause for thanksgiving and praiEe, while at Dantzic he lmd the joy of
meeting two of his former university friends whom he had not seen for
fifty-six years.
They had been for more than half a century pastors of
Churches, and his intercourse with them was exceedingly pleasant.
'rhe
command~tnt of that fortified city gave the ministers of the garrison church
permission to Jet him preach there, and he also preached in the hall of the
Moravian Brethren and in the Baptist church. Open doors were given to
them at IGinigsborg, and he preached several times in one immense church.
Three thousand persons were present; every seat was occupied, and a great
number of people had to stand.
Then begall their journey to St. Petersburg,
which they reached after thirty hours' travelling.
For about five rnontlts they saw nothing but one great sheet of deep snow
for hundreds of miles. However, they experienced nothing but the greatest
kindne~s, havin~ openings amollg the highest class of the aristocracy. 'rhey
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were liko children ready to receivG tllO truth, and the services were all of
the most pleasant and precious character. He never had such opportunities
for teaching luul exp]ltining most diflicult passages, hundrolls being writlen
and handed to him, which he answered to these dear peuplo, who oxpressed
their deepest gmtiLude that God had scut him to them. Evorythillg that
Christian 10170 could do for them was done, and he had most abundant
opportunitios for service.
The Reformod Ch'lrch was open to him, the
church of the Moravian Brethren, and the American and English chapels.
He had 11 grol1t number of meotings among the aristocracy, and largo
drawing-room meetings in great mansions. At the breaking of bread in his
own room, thirty 01' forty met every Lord's Day morning, and he preached
ninely-thl'oo times, besides holding three meetings for pastors, and sixteen
meetings fur Christian workers-altogether, 112 meetings during eleven weeks
l\nd threo days. Thence they went to Warsaw, where there were 127,500
Jews, between 200 and 300 synagogues, and GOO or 700 schools, where boys
woro illstructt~d in the Jewish religion. In Poland there were a million
Jows, 80 that there was not a country under heaven where there were so
mrmy Jews. vVith this exception, it WI.tS nearly all Popery, with a mere
handful of Protestants. He preached there six times, and visited the
surrounding country, and preached in one place tp 1,200 people. On their
way back to London he preached again at Dantzic.
The 1'017. gentleman concluded an address, lasting an hour and a half, by
soliciting the prayers of his hearers fur the labours of himself and l\'[R~,
l\'[UI.LEll.--B/"istol Times and Mi?'ro?', JUlle 10th, 1883.

TIlE LATE BISHOP COLENSO AND DR. IRONS.
a few days of each other, and very recently, the above men
of creatllro notoriety have been callL:d to their great account. Both
had rendered themselves conspicuous in the so-called religious worldthe onc for his venturing to assail the five Books of Moses; the other
fo1' Jlis various writings, professedly in defence of Holy Scripture, but
which llul'encc might be said to be neutralized by his High Church
Or 11,itu~listic sympaohies,
Of this wc shall have presently to speak
more fully. Meanwhile, as far as the writing3 of these so popular
men (in the e~timation of some p:tl'ties) are concerned, we consider
that the simple testimony of the half-witted (but spiritually well-taugh~)
TOM will prove to be far more beneficial in the interests of the real
Uhurch of the living God than all the elabomte productions of the
afore-mentioned men. Moreover, we would ten thousand times sooner
stand in the position of the one, in the great day of account, than in
that of either of the others.
Tlte testimony to which we refer,
amI in which we glory, is the well-known eouplet-

'WITIHN

" I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ i~ my All in all."

This testimony, plain and humhlc though it be, is in sweet and
blessed aCl,;ordance with the saying of Jesus, "I thank Thee, 0
Father, Lonl of heaven and el-1'tll, tllat Theu hast hid these things
from tllO wise allll prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even
so, Father, for ~o it seemed good in Thy sight." In sweet harmony,
moreover, wiLll the foregoing, and with the facts touching poor TOM, is
the testimony of the Apostle, "The foolishness of God is wiser than

502

Tile GUJpd J1[aga:·II I I.'.

men; and the weakness of God is stronger than mell. For ye sec
your calling. brethren, how that not marlY wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, arc called: but God hatll chosen
the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and U 0,1 hath
chosen the weak things of the woI'lel to confound the things which
are mighty; and base things of the world, and things which .are
de,:pised, hath God chosen, yea, and thillgs which are not, to ]Jl'lllg
to nought things that are: that no flesh should glory in His presence"
(1 Cor. i. 25-29).
Be it remembered that tIle sphere of labour occupied by the late
Prebendary l11o:-ls was that for many years so honourably and in
such a Goel-glorifying way filled by tlw blessed JOHN NEWTON! How
different these men in their testimony! how different in their ends!
'Vi'e, some years since, endnavoured to ,Iraw out Dr. IRONS, ill regard
to the ministerial labours of his honolll'Cll father, the Rev. JosEPn
IRONS, as well as those of the former IncurnbOllt of St. Mary Wool1I0th; but our endeavonrs were in vain. Dr. IRONS dll rst not venture
to place hois opinions in contrast with their writillgs, and whose
memories are-·and ever mnst be-held in loving rOLnclll!,['ance by the
Chur<:h of God.
In the accollnt of the funeral of Dr. IRONS, as given in the C'ity
pj'ess, we meet with the following:At the residence of the dece,tsed in Gordon Square, the usu:tl appeamnces
of death were absent. There were no closed shutters, there were HO mutes
at the door. Everything \vas intended tt) convey the reality of the Christian
faith. Choice flowers of various descriptions were sent to Gordon Square
from all parts of the cOlmtry. In a little ante-?'00'1I1-whel'c fOj' yecws Dj'.
Imns and Mj·s. hons hctcl swicl daily pj'a!Je1"-was the co.ffin that contained
all that was mortal of the late esteemed and gifted clergyman. Over the
coffin was thrown a pm'pIe velvet pall, on which was a white cross.
In
{.(, niche in the little ante-1'00?n is a small aUa?', and it wets hcrc that Dj'.
Irons was wont daily to j·cpaij·.

Now, what 'was this but idolatry ~ Does the man enlightened from
abo\'e, and uudee the perpetual leadillg and teaching of the Holy
Ghost, need any such helps to devotion as this so·called :loltar, with
its fieshly devices and creaturc adornments ~ We say, nay. 'Whatever panders to the human and the seen is diecctly contrary to
the superhuman and the unseen! Instead of its being the off.~prillg of
faith and the gift of the Goel of all grace, it is the mimicry of the
flesll and a device of the wicked one. It is that which, in the present
day, is leadillg thousands of misguided souls to the pit of destruction,
under the garb of religion, and with the assumption of a high degree
of sancti ty !
The account, as given in the Cily Press, proceeds;Nothing in the room had been removed, and near the coffin was a large
copy of the Holy Scriptures, which Dr. lH.ONS presented to Mrs. IRONS on
their wedding day, and which had been used almost daily ever since.
The outer coffin was of beautifully-polished oak, on the lid of which was
a crOS3. The inscription, very tastefully written, was, "In Crelo qui?·cs.
WILLlAM JOSlAH IRONR, D.D., Oxon, Prebendary of St. Paul's, and Hector
of St. Mary vVoolnoth. Died 18th June, 188::!, aged 70 years." It was
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in an adjoining room to this that, during his last illness, Dr. IRONS SO
·ofteu partook of the Holy Communion, and it was here that the Rev.
Mr. GODSON (vicar of All Saints, Gordon Square), "gently and reverently"
attended to him. Mr. GODSON· was ever mindful of Dr. IlWNS, and was a
great comfort, not only to him, but also to those in the house. Shortly
before his death, Dr. IRONS spoke freely to Mrs. IItaNfl of his leaving this
world. He desired that his body should be taken to St. Mary Woolnoth, and that the interment should be in his own bmily grave in
Brompton churchyard. It should be stitted here that the Bishop of London
would have been present at the funeral lud it been possible, but his lord.ship was too indisposed.
Soon after eight yesterday morning the funeral cortege left Gor'don
Square. The nnssive coffin, covered with flowers, was placed in an open
{)hariot, drawn by four grey horses. 'rhere were some private broughams,
containing Mrs. IRONS, the daughter of the deceased, and some relatives.
At nine o'clock the church of St. Mary vVoolnoth was reached.
Here the
body WitS met by the clergy and surpliced choir, purple cassocks being
W01'l1 under the surplice of the choir boys
As the procession passed up
.the JUtI'e, the choir and congregation sung Dr. IRONS' grand hymn" No sorrow and no sighing;
o world of peace undying!
There shall true life begin,
No curse, no pain, no sin;
Above, arouml, within;
We shall he changed," &c.
The coflln having been placed in frout of "the altar," there was a choral
celebration of the Holy Communion, the Rev. Prebendary WEEE being the
celebr:1l1t.
In the place of the offertory sentences, another of the hymns
.()f the deceased was sung, "Give us, 0 Lord, a cheerful heart." The
Rev. Mr. CLAltKI; ascended the pulpit, and said that he would read the last
sermon composed by Dr. I1wNs-one he intended to preach at St. Mary
Woolnoth, hitd not he been prevented by illness. The text was the words
·of St. Paul, "For m" to live is Christ, and to die is gain." rhe sermon
was composed in Dr. IltaNS' own masterly manner, the conclusion of the
.subject being put in the form of a question, "Was St. Paul discouraged by
the slow progress of his mission to the Gentiles?" 'rhe answer to it was,
•• For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain."
His sermon ended, the
remaining portion of the Communion office was proceeded with, and a
goodly number communicated. The solemn service concluded, matins were
said, the church being crowded.
Mr. Sheriff SAVORY (who is onc of the
churchwardens) and Mr. Deputy WEBBER represented the Corporation, and
it was well at such a funeral that Nonconformity should have a represcntative. The Rev. Dr. LLEWELLYN BEVAN was amongst the congregation.
There was a gl'eat crowd gathered when the cortege left St. Mary Woolnoth. From here it slowly bent its way to St. Mary's Parish Church,
Brompton, where there were gathered, at an early hour, large numbers of
persons. The family grave of the cleceased is nearly at the end of the
very pretty churchyard.
Here agrtin the gloom of the grave had been
removed, it being entirely lined with ferns and evergreens. There was not
a vcstige of earth to be seen. At [,}W bottom there were also some choice
Jlowers, and a cross formed of rich colours. By half-past twelve, hundreds
of pet·SUIlS hu.d arrived, and, gathered in knots, were talking of the good
man whu [Ul' over twenty yectrs WitS the vicar of Brompton. Most of the
persons c:trried Howers, while many brought with them large floral crosses.
Soon aftcr unc o'clock there was rt signal given that the funeral had
arrived, and ill an imtant all he'tds were uncovered. At the parish church
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there was a fine avenue of trees leading up to the edifice. The coflil1l
was taken from the chariot, and placed on a bier literally covered with
flowers.
The choristers and clergy walked in front, singing onc of Dr.
IRONS' most solemn hymns. The scene at this juncture was most impressive.,
The first part of the service was said in the church, but for some l'eason.
or other the choir did not enter beyond tho porch. The Psalms and thelesson having been read, the last removal took place. While the body was
slowly taken out of the church, the "Dead, March" in Sal,tl was played
on the organ. Then the procession moved down the gravel way, and the
coffin, containing all that was mortal of Dr. IRONS, was lowered into its
resting-place. while the Rev. Mr. GODSON read the words from the grand
old Burial Service of the Cb urch of England, "vV e therefore commit his
body to the earth, in sure and cedain h"pe of the resurrection at the lash
day."

N OIY, what do we gather from the foregoing but a further exhibition
of the fiesl] , in the popular efforts to do away with the solemnities of
death and all the solemn realities of eternity 7 'Vhat do we see in.
the plate glass hearse, the" beautifully-polisheJ oak coffin," the floral
crosses, and the choicely-arranged flowers of every description and hue,
but a pandering to the pride of the human heart even in connection
with death and the grave 7
Touching upon the fnneral sermon, as preacherl Ly the curate at
St. Mary Woolnoth, the City P.ress says:The curate preached from St. Matthew xxiv. 40, 41, "There shull tW()
be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women
shall be grinding at a mill; the one shall be t/1ken and the other left."
The rev. gentleman having alluded to death as in every case awful-taking
the meaning of the word to be "full of awe "-said they could not possibly
pass over the death of their late rector without speaking a word or two of
his great worth. He could but speak reverently (If so great and good a man.
His whole life had been spent in defending the faith. At college he laboured
hard to acquire knowledge and evidences of the truth; and he imp~,rted t()
others what he had learned. During the last half century he had never
ceased contending earnestly for the faith.
He had defended the truth
against the dogmas of COLENSO and DARWIN. He had written many works"
among them being a volume of hymns which would increase in fa,.vour as
they ,,'ere more widely known. And not a shad0w had ever been cast upon his
private life. He was beloved by all who knew him, and those who difrered
from him greatly respected him. In short, he was what a clergyman should
be-a ripe scholar and a perfect gentleman. Speaking personally, he (theo
preacher) said he looked upon their late rector :.loS his father in God, and by hi~
death he hltd suffered a very great loss.

The preacher, it would seem, declared that his late rector's whole,
life had been spent in defending the faith. In spite of the charge which
will be brought against us of uncharitableness, we should, upon Scripture groun(ls, have thought destToyed a more fitting word than defended,
in so far at least as the doctrines and the discipline of the ReformecL
Church of England were concerned. And. had we happened to have
been present at the church of St. Mary vVoolnoth, when this memorable funeral sermon was delivered, we fancy that, when the complimentary'
terms of the deceased having been "a ripe scholar and a perfect,
gentleman" fell upon Lhe ear, we should involuntarily have cast the
eye upon the tablet npon the wall hard by the preacher. With theinscription to the memory of that great, tktt good, that spiritually.
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as well as humanly well-taught former occupant of the pulpit of St.
Mary W oolnoth, is the permanent record that he was once "a slaveboy jn Africa." Here is no pandering to the flesh-no vain boast
of the "ripe scholarship" of the" perfoct gentleman "-but" he, being
dead, yet speaketh." That simple record bears testimony to the fact
of what rich, free, and sovereign grace tlid in the life and lengthened
labours of a child of the covenant.
An after-number of the City Pl'es:> gives the following:THE OLD AND THE NEW.

\

'['0

the Editor of the City Press.

Sm,-I road your acecount of the funeml of the late Prebendary hWNS,.
and my mind went baek to the time when his sainted father (the Rev. JOSEPH
IRONS) was conveyed to the tomb. At the funeral of the minister of
"The Grove" (as Zion Chapel, Camberwell, was always designated by the
followers of JOSEPH IRONS) there were heavy trappings of woe, and dark
and heavy funeral plumes nodding. Everything was black, dark, and gloom-some. Such was the old. But when WILLIAM JOSIAH IRONS, Doctor of
Divinit.y, was conveyed to the sepulchre, there was everything done which
denoted hope, joy, and a belief in the resurrection. I opine, sir, that the.
new is the best. J OSEPH IRONS, tho Independent minister, many years
ago wrote" Anon, the pearly gates unfold,
An heir of bliss draws nigh;
Again they strike their harps of gold,
And' Hallelujah!' ory."
Dr. IlwN:-l (his son), the Churchman, wrote" No sorrow llnd no sighing;
o world of peace undying!
Thel'e shall lrue life begin,
No curse, no pain, no sin,
Above, around, within;
'Ve shall be changed," &c.
Both these are expressions of all that is great and holy.
Then why'
surround the funeral of the godly with :,ll that bespeaks gloom? I remem-uel' hearing JOSEPH IRONS preach his last sermon, based on the words of
SI,. Paul, "It is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to fave sinners, of whom I am chief."
The last discourse penned by Dr. IROJSS for the congregation at St. Mary
'Voolnoth was founded on the words of ::It. Paul: "For me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain." In each case the words of the same Apostle, and in
each case the substantial matter the same, " Christ Jesus, the only hope
fo1' lost man."
Both J OSEPH IRONS and WILLIAM J OSIAH IRONS, D. D.,
were very jealous of our Lord being robbed in any way of His sovereignty,
al though their mode of expression and their ecclesiastical policy diff·ered.
I am, &c.,
OMEGA.

In spito of what the foregoing anonymous writer may say abollt
"the old :lnll the new," we will venture to say, "Give us the old
rather than the new." Whatever may be the discoveries and the
pretensions tOllching "the new," SUl'C we are that there is nothing
will stanJ the test of a dying hour and all the solemn realities of vast
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eternity but that new creatureship of which Christ spoke in His conversation with Nicodemus. No mere "baptismal regeneration "-no
high and dry profession-no academical honours nor sacramental observances-will supersede the solemn declaration, "Ye ?nllSt be born again,"
or that equally-forcible statement from the self-same almighty and allglorious Speaker, "And this is life eternal, that they might know
Thee, the only true Goel, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent."
THE EDITOn.

~.orr.es~.olt'l!.mcc

.

A VOICE FROM AFAR.
To the EddoT of the Gospel JY!aga.:ine.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-I hope I can thus address you
without presumption, for, unworthy as I feel myself to be, I humbly
claim that relationship as children of a covenant Father. You will,
doubtless, be surprised at receiving this communication from one whose
very existence you are, perhaps, ignorant of; but, clear brother, I
have had the advantage of you in that respect, for, although widely
separated in the flesh, our hearts have been bound together in the
fellowship of the Gospel, and we have been fellow-pilgrims for many,
many years. Many a sweet morsel has dropped from your pen that
has strengthened and comforted my drooping spirit in the temptations
and trials and conflicts through which I have had to pass these many
years, and I have often thought of writing to you to acknowledge the
goodness of the Lord to me through your instrumentality, and as often
have been hindered by Satan and my own slothfnl heart; and even
now the great enemy is at my right hand to resist me, but, as I am
writing to you privately, I hope he will not gain much advantage, for
my heart has been stirred of late to do so.
Our acquaintance commenc(Jd, I think, about the year 1845 or 1846,
and I have been a reader of the precious GOSPEL MAGAZINE to the
present time. At the time to which I refer, I was in deep soultrouble, from what, I have since learned, was the temptation of Satan,
though I believed at the time that the fearful thought continually
pressing upon me that there was no God proceeded from my own
hl"art. 'What I suffered at that time neither tongue nor pen can
describe; amI, being some few years after having made a public profession
of His name and united with His people, it seemed so strange that I
should be the subject of such an awful sin. I knew there was a Goel,
but in heart denied Him. I cried and prayed to the, Lord to have mercy
-on me and save me, but the heavens seemed brass and the earth iron,
and my prayers completely shut out. So deeply had I sunk in the
horrible pit, that I had no hope of ever being brought out of it.
'When trying to pray to the Lord for mercy, something would overpower me, saying, "You pray to God, and you don't believe there
is a God;" and this seemed true indeed. Everything was swept away.
I had nothing to stand upon. Oh, brother, I had come to the place
where there is no standing, and feared lest the pit would shut her
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mouth upon me. This continued for months, and my trouble was of
such a nature that I could not speak of my dreadful state to anyone.
I attended the house of God and every :tv:Lilable moans of grace, but
no relief came. The time of deliverallco, howevor, drew nigh.
One peaceful Sabbath morning, we drove to a place where Gorl's
worship was kept up, in the absence of a minister, by a dear man
of God, long since gone to his reward. 'When I entered the hOllse,
the first hymn was being sung, but such was the darkness and angllish
of my soul that I felt completely cut ofI' from any place with His
people or part in His worship, and, bowing my head, gave vent to
my feelings in a flood of tears. The scrvice proceeded, but I was so
bound down in spirit, there appeared to bc nothing for me.
nstead of reading a sermon, as usu:tl, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was
taken up and the leading article reac1. It was Joshua's plea, "And
what wilt Thou do unto Thy great name?" (Joshua vii. 9.) My
attention was at first arrested, and then riveted. I was astonished at
what I listened to. You spoke of the soul amid darkness, temptation,
and desertion, and of the Lord's covcnant engagement to deliver His
people, as His honour was at stake: "And what wilt Thou do unto
Thy great name?" I marvelled at its suitability to my wretched condition, and felt revived with a little hope. At length you said, "Some
soul is in trouble. 'Y0 have tried, again and again. to lay down the
pen and take another subject, but could not;" and then said, "Poor
soul, we know not who you are, or where you are, but the Lord
knoweth. He knows the street, the house, and the number of the
house." I quote the above from memory, as I have not the Magay.illc referred to, and had not talwl1 it at that time. Oh, I was
lost in wonder at the precious truths I li3tened to, and trembling
faitll seemed almost to grasp them. 1 thought, "Is this for me--even
!llc'l Has the Lord indecd remembered me, and sent this message
across the Atlantic to sustain my sinking soul?"
But I was afraid to
by hold of the sweet comfOl't I saw therein, lest I should be seized
upon again, and dare not lift up my head.
'We returned homo.
I at once retired to my room, and on my
knees poured out my soul at His feet with some hope in His mercy.
t felt a brokenness of spirit that I had long boen a stranger to,
praised Him for His remembrance of me, and pleaded with Him to
fully deliver me, as His honour was at stake, and not let the
·enemy triumph, when-oh, never-to-he-forgotten season-Psalm xci. 13,
was sweetly spoken to my soul: "Tllon shalt tread upon the lion and
miller: tho young lion and the dr:lgon shalt thou trample under feet."
The cage wasbrokell, and my poor captive soul escaped and soared on
high, and praise and thanksgiving filled my heart and tongue. Oh,
huw much I have learned in that furnace of my own helplessness, and
{If llis sovereign power to save; and, although many times I have
been brought low, and have passed through deep waters and thick
e1ouds, so that my hope seemed at times to have almost perished, yet
never since has that fearful season been repeated to the samo extent.
messed be His holy name for such a mercy!
And now I must draw to a close, fearing I have wearied you already.
If so, bear with me in love. It has been laid on my heart to write

508

The Gospel M agazz'ne.

you this, and could not be much morc brief. Oh, how much I conld
tell you of the Lord's goodness, should we ever meet in the Hesh;
but, as that can never be, shall we know each other there 1 Shall he
that soweth and the unworthy one that reapeth rejoice together 1
And now, dear brothel', in closing, I crave an interest in your
prayers. Oh, when you how the knee at a throne of grace, remember
YOUI' far-off correspondent!
If He knew long since the house and street,
He knoweth it now. I want to know more of Jesus, and be filleLl
with His Spirit and love.
That you may be long spared to hold forth God's blessed truth, tic}
comfort the feeble and support the weak, is the earnest prayer of,
Yours in the best of bonds,

A. S. C.
St. John, N. E., Dominion 0/ Canada, June 10th, 188:1.
[The foregoing letter has interested us groatly. It came to hand
very opportunely. How well the Lorll knows when and how to
bestow His gifts! Rich gifts they are, bestowell in covenant love and
mercy. Well may His tried ones say, "He knoweth tho way that I
take; and, when Ho hath tried mc, I shall come forth as gold."
Nothing will be lost in the fire but the dross. A grain of the
precious metal shall in no wise be s:Lcrificed. Oh, how glorious will
that day be, when each and all His loved ones shall meet around the
throne-the wilderness, with all its travail and tLumoil, having been
crossed, and finally and for ever dono with! Lord, Lord, hasten tha1;
thrice-happy period, we beseech Thee; yet meanwhile, may patience
have its perfect work.-ED.]

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

1'0 the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-" That seven shillings and sixpence that was sent
to mo yesterday was a marvellous gift." So said a friend of mine this
morning, when speaking together of the Lord's goodness in providence,
This good mother wanted just seven shillings and sixpence to purchase
a necossary article, and, not having the means, she asked the Lord for
the money, if it was His will for her to have it. To her utter amazement, a postal order for that very amount came to hand by the mid-day
post from an entire stranger, in another courl:ty, with a few lines
enclosed, saying tho seven shillings and sixpence was for her own
private use.
Many similar and sweet incidents could bo told how the Lord provides us witll tlUl necessary means to sustain this Missron, and to
mature plans for -its greater usefulness.
We are now making up complete series of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
Gospel StandLLul, Gospel AdvoCLLte, Gospel Banner, Ea1'lhen Vessel, Remembmneer, Sowe'l', Glealll'l', tVays'ide Words, Friendly Companion, and l.1onthly
Record, to be placed, when bound, in the various foreign naval anll
military libraries (SOIILO of which I have been librarian for myself),
and where I know they woulLl be taken C:ll'C of, all(l read by hundrods
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<0f soldiers and sailors. vVe have unusual facilities for doing this
from the numerous parcels of old reading whicll we receive. 'Ve
have just completed one clean and perfect set of the Gospel Stan(lc~Td,
from its commencement in 1836; also two perfect sots of the Gospel
Advocate, from its beginning in 1869. Other sets are fast completing.
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE sets are being made up from 1840, when the
present Editor commenced his labours therewith.
Now, to get these hundreds of volumes bound in a cheap and serviceable binding, we shall want special means, which we anticipate
receiving from lover!> of truth, as the Lord shall direct them in the
matter.
The expansion and general acceptability of this Mission among our
soldiers and sailors in these days, when so much pernicious literature
is poured forth from the press, is a cause for profound gratitude.
Few have any conception that there exist two powerful societies,
secretly at work in the army and navy, actively propagating their
secular and Romanist principles; therefore, we feel it no small honour
to receive so many testimonies that GOQ is using this work for
the counteracting of so much error, and the building up of His
own quickened family in "the truth as it is in Jesus."
The following letter from Rangoon. in British Burmah, will be read
with deep interest:"My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I was truly rejoiced in the
perusal of your Annual Report of your Mission, and hope soon to
be able to transmit a little towards it. I also read with pleasure
and profit your 'Historic Stones,' the incidents of the latter being
to 11 great degree similar to my own experience of the gracious dealings of a coven::mt-keeping God. I have a faint memory of knowing
you by name when I was in the old 10th brigade, Royal Artillery,
at Malta, from ISG9 to IS73, but I knew little of the Lord's gracious
dealings until just before I left in 1073, and have been in India since
ISH; but, though not now known in the flesh, yet in the Spirit we
are known of each other, for 'we are one' when united by faith in
the finished work of J esns, and do enter into the same rest now,
evon His finished work, completed and for ever done for us, and
who worketh in us the fruits of that finished work, being dead with
Him, and risen with Him in newness of life, being no longer our
own, but His purchased (and oh, what a price our purchase!) property,
t.o do His will, and carry out the purposes of His glorious cause
(Eph. ii. 10).
"My dear brother, I have been at Hangoon, in the midst of Buddhism,
tl\e last six years; but, worse still, amongst a so· called Christian populatiOll, which, sad to say, has not much to recommend the name of
J·eslls.
" During the last two years there has been a token for good amongst
tho fcll' of the Lord's people, and the work of the Lord is indeed
prospcring more and more every day. Until a year or so ago, I
knew not a Christian soldier as a companiun; lIOW, we have our
meetings ncarly cvery evening amI Lord's Day, and there is quite a
goodly l1um1Jer (about twenty) who, I believe, aro the Lord's tried
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saints. Our public meetings are crowded generally, and wc have much
to thank the Lord for and to take courage.
"Can you let me have, for circulation amongst the three tllousand
men and families here, some more good old-fashioned Gospel tracts?
It is so rare to get the proper sort.
There is much of what is
called good, but the product derived from the sowing is what it was
before it was sown-tares. If you can, I shall be glad to sow the
same for my Master.
"Though my sheet is full, I will not say good-bye, for I slmll
meet you at the throne of grace-by the eye of faith here; hy-amlbye by sight, when 1 J olm iii. 2, takes place.
"Yours in Christian love,
Contributions towards this good work will be thankfully received by
me at the Old Gaol Chapel, ~alisbury, from whom nlso a Report can
be had.
Yours very sinccrely,
July 12th, 1883.
CHAHLES BmDER.
A " SALVATIONIST."

1'0 the Editor of the Gospel

~i[arlazine.

DEAR Du. DOUDNEY,-As you have recently been led to inquil'e into
and expose the pernicioui:l doctrines taught by the "Sah'ation Army,"
I think you may be glad of an additional testi mony to the extraordinary
mixture of truth and enor contained in their teaching, and I will,
therefore, give you, in a few words, the substance of a conversation,
I had with one of their number a short time ago. I must premise that
the man alluded to has been a most ungodly man-a slave to drunkenness and other vices-but that, since he has been under the influence
of the Army, he has become sober, industrious, and kind to his wife
anel children. He also appears to be deeply sensible of Goel's mercy
to him, and to he most anxious to lead others to Christ; hence I
would by no means assert that, in his case, there is no work of grace
at all. But there is an unaccountable perversion of truth in his.
opinions, as you will see, when I tell you that he considers not only
that he has now a new heart, the gift of God, which knows nothing
of sin whatever, but also that his old nature, which was altogether
evil, has been entirely taken away. He spoke of his own utter weakness and inability to serve God aright; but he qualified this statement
by saying that the Lord's strength is made perfect in his weakness,
and that, consequently, he can and does serve the Lord faithfully, and
is altogether free from even the inclination to sin.
I asked, "Do you know nothing now of sinful thoughts, feelings,
and desires?" His reply was, "No; I have done with those thing~
for ever. The Lord keeps me from them." I said, "Well, I suppose
you do not consider that you are as good a man as St. Paul? " He
answered, "Why not? Haven't I the same God, the same Saviour,
the same Spirit that he li::l,d 7 Why shouldn't I be as good as he was 7"
I said, "St. Paul knew· what it was to have an incessant conflict with
the evil within, and he felt that, though he had a new nature, still the
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old evil nature remained, thus causing a continual warfare in his soul.
Now, this is difl'erent to your experience, and I think Paul was more
deeply taught by the Spirit of God than you are." His answer was,
"Oh, all that experience was in his unconverted ~tate, or when he
wasn't looking to the Lord to keep him." I asked, "Can von always
look to the Lord to keep you ~ " He replied, "No, I can't of myself;
but He keeps me every moment doing it." He spoke in the strongest
language of God's faithfulness in keeping His people to the emI-of
their being guarded and sustained only by fIim-but, along with this
sound doctrine, he mixed up so much ignorance of the real nature
of sin, and so much confidence in the Hesh, that my parting words to
him were, "If the Lord has indeed begun to teach you, He will show
you before long the extent of your own sinfulness in a way you
little dream of; and, instead of being so eager to teaeh others, I would
advise you to beg earnestly more of the Spirit's guidance for yourself,
that you may see the real truth about yourself, and that you may
understand His Word according to His will, and not according to your
own carnal reason."
I felt, after this interview, that the great danger of the teaching of
c, General" BOOTH and his followers lies in this-that they lay hold
of some of the deepest and most precious truths of God's 'vVord-truths
which are the meat and drink of the Lord's believing people-and
present them in such a way that they favour the extreme of spiritual
pride, self-confidence, and carelessness of life.
May the Lord open the eyes of such false teachers to the real meaning
of His Word, and may He keep us humble, watchful, and sensitive
to the least workings of evil in our own hearts, while at the same
time jealously on our guard against the perversion of those who wrest
the Scriptures to the destruction of many, and the dallgerous bcwilderment of others of their followers.
Believe me, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, very faithfully yours,

J. P.
[The foregoing needs no comment. It speaks for itself. Personally,
we have not a doubt but the whole system will ultimately prove to
have been of the most delusive and destructive character. The talk
about freedom from sin, and that liberty of which its hapless votaries
boast, prove their consummate ignorance of the human heart and its
vile and treacherous workings.-ED.]
\VE are so to know Christ as to live to Him in the strength of His
grace and unto the praise of His glory. "If ye know these things,"
saith He, "happy are ye if ye do them." It is our privilege to know
them--a great privilege-but it is our blessedness to do them. When
men content themselves with the notion of spiritual things, without
endeavouring to express their power and efficacy in the practical
conformity of their minds and souls unto them, it proves their ruin.
That Word which is preached to us ought t::> dwell in us. See what it
is to learn Christ in a due manner (Eph. iv. 20-24). There is a
miserable profession, where some preach without application, and others
heal' without practi<.;c.-DJ'. Owen.
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A PENCIL FHAGMENT.
How well may I be ashamed at the smallness of my faith!
',indeed may I, of all men, exclaim-

'Well

" Oh, my distrustful heart,
How small thy faith appears!
But greater, Lord, Thou art
Than all my doubts and fears:
Did Jesus once upon thee shine 'I
Then Jesus is for ever thine."

In spite of the fact that some of the most blessed d.iscoveries of the
love, the tenderness, the all-sufficiency, as well as the divine faithfulness
-of my God have been vouchsafed to me, in immediate connection with
irial or affiiction of some sort, yet I don't think I ever more shrank
from trouble than I do now.
My heart sinks and my mind recoils
cat the veriest appearance of fresh care and anxiety. Moreover, if
the prospective trial bespeaks a repetition of former scenes and
sources of sorrow, how additionally anxious and the more deeply
<1epressed I am!
This proves the littleness of my faith, the small confidence in the
wisdom, love, and goodness of my God. So unable am I, alas! to
leave myself and all appertaining to me in the hands of a wise, a
mercifnl, a loving and gracions Father.
Oh, how I mourn over this state of things! I would have it different,
if I could. I cry-and that again and again-" My soul cleaveth unto
the dust;" but oh, how I hesitate to add, "quicken Thou me, according to Thy word"! The fact is, I am afraid to say it, because of what
the mea.ns for the furtherance of that "quickening" may entail. I
know that in it may be involved surrenders and sacrifices which will
inflict wounds and privations that shall cut me to the very heart's
core.
This tone of mind, therefore, bespeaks such influence-such superabundance (shall I say 7) of the creature! So much of the flesh, so little
of faith! So much of the first Adam, so little of the Second! So
much of earth, so little of heaven! So much of this world, so little
of the next!
Ah! I do feel it, Lord. Do pity and pardon me! Oh, how my soul
revels in that cry, "Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 0
L?rd, for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified."
In review of the past-of all that goodness, that love, that mercy,
which have ever attended me-if Thou dost say, Lord, "Is this thy
kindness to thy Friend ~" I am struck dumb, as it were, before Thee.
I have nought in reply to say, but with the prophet, "Woe is
me! Unclean! Unclean! " Pity! pardon! Remember I am but dust
and ashes; utterly unworthy of the least of all Thy mercies. A
sinner, Lord; a great sinner; an ill-and· hell-deserving sinner. That,
Lord, is my character-that my desert-which I freely and
unfeignedly acknowledge before Thee, the heart-searching, rein-trying
3ehovah!
P01't<mouth Hal'b07lr, on sh0iboard, Jttly 7th, 1883.
D.

