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THE WONDROUS WORKS OF A WONDER-WORKING
GOD.
" To-morrow tile Lord will do 1conders among you."-JOSHuA iii. 5.

How condescending and how compassionate has the Lord ever
been in regard to His children! In spite of all He had been and
all He had done for and on behalf of Israel literally, the language
of Joshua, as expressed in the foregoing words, would seem to
imply that the Lord was about to surpass all He had ever
before said or done for His people. "To-morrow the Lord will
do wonders. among you,"
Had He no~ already done wonder..
among them, from the time He took them down into Eg-ypt, l?S
the fruit of J oseph's bejng sold as a slave there, where he •• had
been sent, to preserve a posterity upon the earth, and to save
their lives by a great deliverance," until, after their four hundred
years' sojourn. He brought them forth "with a high hand and
an outstretched arm," from under the tyrannizing power of
Pharaoh and their cruel taskmasters? Had He not befriended
them and defended them and miraculously bupplied them, mighty
multitude as they were, through the chequered scenes and zigzag
route of the wilderness? Had their feet swelled or their raiment
waxed old? Had not their shoes been iron and brass, and as their
days their strength also? Had the manna failed, or the waters
of the smitten rock ceased to flow after them? Had not the pillar
of cloud followed them by day, and the pillar of fire by night?
Had aught. failed of "all the good things which the Lord
had promised them? Had not all come to pass, and not one
thing failed thereof?" Aud yet, as though all this were nothing,
as contrasted with what was to follow, "Joshua said unto the
people, Sanctify yourselves; for to-morrow the Lord will do
wonders among you."
However strange or unlikely this may appear, we are quite
sure it holds good in the experience of the dear family of God.
l'he Lord always, so to speak, exceeds and excels previous mercies,
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by richer, fuller, and still more blessed and glorious bestowments.
As in the days of His flesh, with regard to the ma.rriage in Cana
of Galilee, it may be said, "Thou hast kept the good wine until
now;" or, as the Lord said to N athanael, "Because I said unto
thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see
greater things than these" (John i. 50). Yes, however great the
previous things, there are always still greater in reserve!
Well are we awttre .that this may be opposed by the argument,
"Is it possible that adopting love, regenerating grace, and pardoning mercy, can be exceeded or surpassed? What! the· fact
of a rebel being turned into a son, an enemy made a friend, a
heathen become a child of light and love and liberty, the dead
quickened, into life, a wanderer and an alien led and fed, nourished
and sustained, and thus brought on and on, day by day and
year after year? Can tltis be exceeded?" Yea, verily, notwithstanding and in spite of all, the saying still holds good, "Tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you."
Supported and supplied, protected and preserved, as Israel was,
still was it not "a great and terrible wilderness" that they
traversed. "wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and
drought"? Was it a place of rest ? Was it their home ? Were
they not on pilgrimage? Had they reached that "goodly land
and Lebanon"? Had the promise as yet been fulfilled, 'e For
the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of
brooks of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys
and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees,
and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey; a land
wherein than shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not
lack anything in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of
whose hills thou mayest dig brass"? (Deut. viii. 7-9.)
But, if this applied to Israel literally, how much more does it
apply to Israel spiritually! Much as they see of the gracious
hand of the Lord, in His merciful and manifold bestowments and
upholdings and deliverances, day by day, month after month, and
year after year, yet, in spite of all, have they not enough ceaBe·
lessly to remind them that they are still on pilgrimage? that
they are in an enemy's land? that they are engaged in a ceaseless and uninterrupted warfare against the world, the flesh, and
the devil? yea, that they have not as yet come to the c, inheritance which is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away" ?
With all their privileges-and great and manifold those privileges
are-still the children of the kingdom, whilst on pilgrimage, walk
by faith. This is not their rest; it is polluted. Here they have
no continuing city. "They see but as through a glass darkly."
There is no open vision. No face-to-face beholding. No" seeing
Him as He is," without the veil between. Hence they cannot as
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yet realiz9 the long-wished-for best of all blessings and richest
-of all boons" :No more a stranger or a guest,
But like a child at home."

With respect to the Lord's waiting and expectant ones, and
the "To-morrow the Lord will do wonders among you," it will
be His putting a finishing-stroke to His own covenant work.
It will be the Father's bidding His child, "Come home!" It
will be the trumpet-call upon the field· of warfare to "Cease
fighting!" It will be the hauling down of the enemy's flag, and
his compulsory surrender! It will be the mariner, after his long
and tempestuous voyaging, entering the fair haven! It will be
the warrior returning to his loved and long-Iooked-for home, after
wearisome foreign service ! It will be the Queen of Sheba's
€xclamation, in all its rich and full and blessed surprise, "It was
a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of
thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came,
and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told
me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I
heard" (1 Kings x. 6, 7). "It was not told me." Yea, this
" To-morrow the· Lord will do wonders among you," shall embrace
the vast, the rich, the inconceivable immensity that is wrapped up
in the Apostle John's testimony, "Beloved, now are we the sons
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when· He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we
shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2).
But, reader, there are features in regard to the Lord J ehovah's
dealings with Joshua and Israel which are well worthy of our consideration. May the Holy Ghost, at the present time, shine in upon
His Word, and infuse savour and power into our meditations.
The first thought that presents itself is the Lord's so great
condescension and Fatherly consideration on behalf of His servant,
where we read, "And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day will
I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know
that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee." In this there was
so much that was tender and gracious, the more especially when
we consider the entirely new and momentous scenes Israel was
about to witness-scenes so vastly different to any they had as yet
beheld.
Moreover, the very introduction to those scenes was so marked
and marvellous. This will be the more apparent when it is
remembered that, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb, not
one of Israel's present hosts had crossed the divi.ded waters of the
Red Sea. They had heard of it, even as Rahab and the people
of Jericho, but they had not been the personal eye-witnesses of
that miraculous movement. Hence the very opening scene which
.awaited them was the newer and the more novel.
2 G 2
>
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Further. there was a marked distinction between the passage of
the Red Sea and that of the Jordan, and this is worthy of our
consideration, teaching, among other things, the important lesson
of' how the LOTd varies and diversifies His dealing.~ and dispert.~ations lI:ith Pis people; and why? Simply that they may not
look to the S11ccour or the supply in themselves considered, but to
Himself, and Himself alone, as having all means at His command.
If we look to the deliverance, however ready we may be to ascribe
it to the Lord, and the Lord alone, we limit ilis power and circumscribe His mode of action, as thou~h, in fresh straits and new
difficulties, He must deliver by the self-same means, or adopt the
previous instruments for our relief. Now, this the Lord will not
encourage in His children. He Himself will be appealed to and
depended upon, and not previous deliverances or instrumental
deliverers, which, for a wise and gracious purpose, He causes to
become" cisterns, broken cisterns, which can hold no water."
Oh, of what pain and grief and anguish have many of the
Lord's children been the subjects in the act of learning this so
necessary lesson! In His holy jealousy, the Lord will not allow
any helper or deliverer to be a fiubstitute for· Himself, in spite of
whatsoever marked and merciful a manner He may have afo1'etime used them.
Now, observe, dear reader, the contrast or diversity of the mode
of deliverance for which we are contending, in regard to the
dividing of the waters of the Red Sea and of the Jordan.
With respect to the former, we read that" the Lord said unto
Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto Me? speak unto the children
of Israel, that they go forward: but lift thou up thy rod, and
stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and the
children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of
the sea. And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians,
and they shall follow them: and I will get Me honour upon
Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon
his horsemen" (Exod. xiv. 15-17). Mark the Lord J ehovah's
pitifulness and compassion, in that, at such a juncture, and with
such apparent destruction as that by which Israel was surrounded,
the Lord should accompany His directions with so gracious a
promi.se-" And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord,
'When I have gotten Me honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots,
and upon his horsemen." Now, this so definite an assurance
must, be coupled with the previous declaration of Moses, "Fear
ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, for t!te
Egyptians whom ye, have seell to-day, ye shall see them again no
m.ore for ever." How summary and how complete the judgment,
and that, too, after so prolonged and so distressing a bondage
'
and captivity!
Ab! reader, how this fact testifies of what the Lord can do,
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and of what He does! In His own time and way, when the
promise is ~ipe and the time to favour Zion is fully come, how
thol'ongll-how pel:lect-how ble88ed~and yet, it may be, at the same
time, how 8udden-the succour! how complete the deliverance!
How it bears the signet of a God, in its design, its execution,
its thoroughness, calling fortb, as well it may, the admiring and
adoring exclamation, ., This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes."
Reader, do you know anything of these matters, in ricb, happy,
and heartfelt experience?
But, fnrther, mark the distinction between the two deliverances
-that at the Red Sea, and this by the Jordan.
., And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel,
removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went
from before their face, and stood behind them: and it came between
the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was a
cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these:
so that the one came not near the other all the night" (Exod. xiv.
19, 20). See, reader, the divine limits; mark the" Thus far thou
shalt come, but no further." But for that pillar of cloud-and what
a pillar! and what a cloud!-darkness (and how dense that darkness!)
to the one, but "light by night" to the other-we say, but for
that cloud and that darkness and gloom, how quickly would the
EgyptilJ:ns have pounced upon and destroyed their prey! But no,
they were powerless; and wby? Because of the Lord J ehovah's
frustrating hand. And that same almighty arm is engaged on
your behalf, poor affrighted 'and distracted child of God, and you
shall realize, in all its blessed reality, what Israel realized, "so
that the one came not near the other all the night." J ehovah
is "a wall of fire round about His people, and His glory in
their midst." Blessed be His great and ever-adorable name, it
is true now with regard to the Lord's dear children, as Satan
was compelled to testify of Job, "Hast Thou not made an hedge
about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on
every side? "
"And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea;' and the
Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that
night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.
And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon
the dry RI'ound: and the waters were a wall unto them on their
right hand, and on their left. And the Egyptians pursued, and
went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh's
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And it came to pass, that
in the morning watch the Lord looked unto the host of the
Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled
the host of the Egyptians" (Exod. xiv. 21-24). Now, here it
would appear that there was a blessed combination of the cloud
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of which we read in the last two verses of the previous chapter,
"And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud.
to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give
them light; to go by day and night: He took not away the
pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from
before the people" (Exod. xiii. 21, 22).
But now, with respect to the passage of the Jordan, we read
of no cloudy pillar, nor do we read of the "strong east wind" that
the Lord caused to prevail "all that night." No such means
were used, but a totally-different order of things was adopted.
Had Israel looked for the cloudy pillar, or for the mighty wind
to dry up the course of the waters, they would have looked in
vain and to no purpose. The Lord Jehovah had other, and
quite as effectual, means at command.
The "ark of the covenant," the sign and symbol of the divine
and ever-constant presence of the Lord, was to precede them, and
that at a given space, in order that each and all of Israel, as
followers, might see for themselves what was in advance, and how
calm arid deliberate the movements of the men who were commissioned to bear the ark. But for the allotted distance, the
position of the priests would have been greatly obscured, as far
as a large proportion of their followers were concerned. Moreover', that very space gave the wider scope for a sight of their
calmness and fearlessness, as they stepped into and stood in the
midst of Jordan.
How well may this fact cheer and animate Zion's pilgrims, in
prospect of the passage of the Jordan! They behold more than
the" ark of the covenant," as the siO'n and symbol in advance
. of them. Instead of the mere type, they SE'e the great Antitype,
who in very deed waded the Jordan. He was the.ir great and
glorious Forerunner! Moreover, the ark rested in the Jordan,
nntil the last and the least had passed" clean over," to instruct
us in the blessed fact that Jesus, so to speak, as the great High
Priest and the Leader and Guide of His people, will never quit
the Jordan until His every follower has passed safely and sweetly
through.
Further, in the twelve chosen men-one from each tribe of
Israel-there were the representatives of the people, and their
presence and their work of each deliberately taking up a stoue
from the very midst of Jordan, might well stimulate and encourage each· of the tribes of Israel. In like manner, the contemplation of the myriads who have so safely and calmly and
blessedly passed through the river, may well strengthen and
comfort all followers to "the rest that remains."
How cheering, dear reader, is the reflection, with respect to the
myriads upon myriads who have passed through the river of death
(so-called) that- .
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" Not one object of His care
Ever suffered shipwreck there."

No, whatever may have been their dark and dismal forebodings
in the prospect of being called to obey the command, "Now,
therefore, arise, go over this Jordan," when the time has really
come, they, to a man, have realized all the fulness and satisfaction
included in the precious lesson so mercifully left upon record, in
regard to the priests who bore the ark of the covenant before the
people. Here was the pledge previously given--and the like
pledge holds good in regard to every Zion's pilgrim-" And it shall
come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that
bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in
the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from
the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand upon
an heap" (Joshua iii. 13). How rich and distinguishing was the
mercy that prompted this revelation beforehand, with respect to
the bearers of the ark!
Moreover, how evident waR their sweet reposing upon the
promise, as they calmly and deliberately walked onward towards
the waters, overflowing all the banks as they did at the time
of harvest! In our belief, there was not the veriest semblance
of fear or hesitation, upon the part of the priests. They had
the fullest confidence that, as soon as their feet touched the
brim of the waters, those waters would give way~ and admit
them dryshod. In this respect their faith exceeded· that of their
fathers, with regard to the passage of the Red Sea. That was
opened more in advance of Israel; tTiis not until their feet touched
,the brim of the waters. And such, in a greater or less degree,
has ever been the case with the dear children of God. The
priests, or the bearers of the ark, had no need of the waters being
divided until they actually reached them, neither does the child
of God need dying st1"engtli until he comes to his dying ham'; AND
THEN, AS VERILY AS THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN, HE SHALL HAVI~ IT.

His previous fears or his agonizing dreads, as experienced beforehand, have nought to say to the matter by way of denial or
contradiction. J ehovah has passed His word, and that word, to
all intents and purposes, shall be-MUST HE-fulfilled.
Nor had the bearers of the ark one tittle more ample ground for
depending upon the promise, in regard to the severing of the waters
of Jordan, than each and every child of God with respect to his
dying circumstances. Not firmer or more immovable was the pledge,
" As soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of
the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of
Jordan, the waters of Jordan shall be cut off' from the waters
that come down from above," than is the covenant pledge, " When
thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest through

456

The Gospel M agazille.

the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the ,flames kindle
upon thee."
Oh, dear reader, be it ours ever to connect the" when" and the
" then;" and "what Goel hath joined together, let no man put
asunder." Strictly speaking, we shall not really need the prtsence,
in the sense in which it is here promised, until we reach the place,
and then in ver.y deed we shall have it-yea, as assuredly as He
who hath thus pledged Him8elf hath declared, in another Scripture,
that" He hath sworn by Himself. because He could swear by no
greater, that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible
for God to lie, we should have strong consolation who have fled fur
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us in the Gospel."
Oh, how blessed are these realities, and how well may a poor,
sin-smitten, Christ-seeking, Saviour-longing !:loul rest all his hopes
and expectations thereupon; for never-no, never-shall such an
one be put to shame or confusion!
We would, however, lay such special stress upon the fact that
it was when the feet of the priests touched the brim of the watersthat it was then-and not until then-the waters were dividedto teach us, as before intimated, that it is when we are brought
to the very verge of the river-yea. when our feet touch the
waters-then shall we most assuredly have the strength, the
nerve, the fearlessness, the holy confidence, the child-like trust.
which a sense of the Lord's immediate presence and the putting
forth of His almighty power awakens and infuses.
Oh, reader, it must be so! Jesus, our own loving, blessed, and
most adorable Lord, retains (so to speak) too keen a remembrance
of what He prospectively and actually realized, in connection with
His own departure from this world of sin and sorrow, to allow
Himself to forget-mnch less to forsake-His poor and needy,
timid and trembling folbwers. Oh, how full and how precious that
word, as expressed prophetically by Him, e\'en ages before lie
actually entered upon His Mediatorial work, " I will ransom them
froU! the power of the grave; I will redeem th&m from death: 0
death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction:
repentance shall be hid from Mine eyes" (Hosea xiii. 14). Moreover, is it not po:'iitively declared of Him, that "He came to
deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime
subject to bondage"?
Oh, would God, dear reader, that we realized these precious
verities more constantly and immovably; and that, with respect
to death and dying, we could more continuously adopt the
language applied to earlier and varied other details of the
believer's course across this mighty wilderness, namely, to" ITenture on Him, venture wholly;
Let no other trust intrude."

We do assure you, we personally intensely feel for ourselves
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wbat we tbus write. Ob, to look simply to Him! to lean upon
Him! to plead with Him! yea, to cast the every anxious
thought and fear and misgiving upon His own sweet, gracious.
and adorable Person! that, as our valued correspondent, "G. C."
in his recent precious and savoury " Wayside Notes," said, there
sbould be "NOTHING BETWEEN." Oh, for that sacred oneness! that
blessed union! that marvellous identity! that holy fellowsbip!
that indissoluble bond, that nougbt in earth or heaven, time
or eternity, can ever break!
Soulhsea, Jw~e, 1884.
THE EDITOR.

"WHOSE I AM, AND WHOM I SERVE."
THINE, holy Lord; yes, Thine alone;
None 1'eigns within my heart but
Thou;
The foe would still usurp Thy throne,
But Thou art only Sovereign now.

And if I only beal' Thy will,
Unable though to make it known
By vocal power, let some small rill
Flow near sad hearts in silvery tone.

My best aff< ctions rise to Thee;
Thine inreturn, oh, let me share!
I would Thy loyal subject be,
And Thy blest" superscription" bear.

And may the melody it makes
Breathe benediction in Thy name;
That the meanderings which it takes,
Ten thousand thankful lives may
claim.

Oh, tell me " everlasting love"
Chose me for Thine eternal praise!
Allegiance then, below, above,
I'll yield Thee through eternal
days.

Thus, Lord, use me-if not my feet
May run Thy gracious errands
more,
Employ me as Thou seest meet,
But let me still Thyself adore.

And oh, blest Lord, may I-elate
'With hope that I am "serving"
Thee,
Although I only stand and waitDispenser of some blessing be.

Forbid I should didate to Thee;
Thou~h sighs outburst, or sorrows
flow,
It must, it shall be well with me,
If Thou my pathway deign to show.

What matters whether thorns or flowers
Bestrew my path, if 'tis the way
That leads to Thee 1 Let but its hours
Be recognized, then I will say" Father, the praise is all Thy due,
Who loved, and led, and nsed me too."

Cal·diff.

J. P. C.

COMFORT UNDER TRIALS.- vVeigb your sins and your mercies together
before yOIl look at any of your trials. N ever think of YOllr sllft'erings,
but at the same time think of your sins.
Afflictions will sit light
when sin sits heavy. You will find then that you have sinned away
this comfort, and over-loved the other blessing; have abused God's
mercy, and stood in nted of His rod, for "He does not afflict willingly,
nor grieve the children of men."
Whatever be the temptation or
affliction, there is need for it. And then, have we no mercies in our
trials ~
"It is of the Lord's mercies that \Ve are not consumed,
because His compassions fail not."-Hill's "It is Well."

.. _ - - - - - - - - - -
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STOPPING SHORT OF THE VITAL PRINCIPLE.
"For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakeTs of the Holy Ghost, and ha~e
tasted the good Word of God, and the powe1'S of the world to come, if
they shall fall away, to renew them again ~tnto Tepentance.. seeing they
crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put IBm to an open
sl!c£me."-'-HEBREws vi. 4-6.
BELOVED, this passage has been a "cup of trembling" to many a child
of God. There is not the particle of a reason why it should be. Let
us, by God the Spirit's help, look at it. I am sure it must turn
every child of God's trembling into triumph, and the All-wise One
has left upon record just those things that shall test our religion; and,
depend upon it, a religion that will not bear testing is not worth
having. Beloved," try the spirits, whether they are of God;" and
never was the exhortation more needed than in the present day, when
men and women are made so-called Christians by shoals, and that, too,
in a moment. "Only believe, then all is right." This is the untempered mortar with which the superstructure of creature perfection is
made. The building, however, will not stand.
Well, then, to our portion. Some, I know, think that the expressions
therein are too strong to apply to any but true believers; but, if we
take into consideration that the inspired penman is drawing a contrast,
the question is, With whom is the contrast drawn ~ "Beloved," he says,
"we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany
salvation." , Then the things before expressed most certainly are not
the" better things which accompany salvation." This is an important
point, we believe, and shows us that there are described characters
who totally differ from saved souls-in fact, we believe it portrays
the apostacy of professors, yet no difficulty to the perseverance of the
saints.
Look, then, with us, readers, at the expressions as they stand.
"Once enlightened."
This marks knowleclge; but is there not such
a thing as hccul-knowledge upon spiritual things, without the heart
being touched by divine grace at all ~ Certainly there is. The last
of the names of the twelve apostles given us was "Judas Iscariot,
who also betrayed Him," described elsewhere as "he who was the
traitor."
He sat with the disciples; he walked with them; he
appeared as one of them. He, as well as the others. heard the wisdom
which fell from the Redeemer's lips. He must. have been enlightened
with a head-knowledge, but all the while within him was a wicked
and traitorous heart.
.
Again, "have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made paTtakers of
the Holy Ghost." It does not follow that the "heavenly gift" alone is
regeneration. There was the gift of miracles, the gift of healing,
and the gift of prophecy. Mark our Lord's words concerning such
gifts-" Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name have cast out devils,

..
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and in Thy name done many wonderful works ~ And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you; depart from Me, ye that work
iniquity."
Mark also that the characters described have only "tasted." This
is twice mentioned, and is descriptive of temporary feelings. Our
Lord's words again are to our point--" But he that receiveth the seed.
into stony places, the same is he that heareth the Word, and anon
with joy receiveth it; yet huth he not root in himself, but dureth for
a while; for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of theWord, by-and-bye he is offended."
Herod feared John, knowing that
he was "a just man and an holy," and he heard· him gladly; and yet~
at the cruel request of a giddy damsel, he sacrificed the life of the
servant of God whom he had heard gladly. Our Lord said to the
cavilling Jews, "Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness of the truth.
He was a burning and a shining light, and ye were willing for a,.
season to ?'eJoice in his light." This was the tasting referred to-mere
temporary feelings; seed sown upon stony ground-and such are like
the man who says, "I will return unto my house from whence I came
out; and he goeth and findeth seven other spirits more wicked than
himself, and they enter in, and dwell there j and the last state of
that man is worse than the first."
Further, . the second tasting_CC and have tasted the good Word (if God,
and .the powers of the woTld to come." This describes strong convictions
and impressi07is, which, however far it goes, stops short of the vital
principle. FeUx sent for Paul; and heard him concerning the faith
in Christ j and, as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and
judgment to come, Felix trembled and answered, "Go thy way for
this time; when I have a convenient season I will call for thee.'"
King Agrippa also said unto Paul, when he was proclaiming with
holy boldness Christ and His atonement for sin, "Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian." Here were men writhing under strong
convictions and impressions, who yet knew nothing of saving grace.
But it says, it is impossible to renew such again unto repentance,
"seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put
Him to an open shame."
Their repentance was transient, and, indeed,.
only the confession of repent(tnce, unsealed by the Spirit of God; and,
after all this ,confession of repentance, they blasphemously reject Christ,
and thus" put Him to an open shame."
They give the lie to His.
Messiahship, His teaching, His doctrines, and His Person, by permitting
the shameful cry of the Jews to be carried out, "Crucify Him!
Crucify Him!"
Such are the characters portrayed in our passage who are apostates.
Their tasting is not the gracious appetite of a child of God. They
have "a name to live" for a time, but all the while are dead. They
stop short of the vital principle.
Perhaps we have no stronger illustration of our point than that of
Balaam. Here was a man whom God said was "perverse before
Him," but to whom the Lord gave even the spirit of prophecy, so
that he was bidden to give to the Church s0Ir!-e of the most Evangelical prophecies recorded in the Word of God-who exclaimed,
"Let me die the death 'of the righteous, and let my last end be like
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his "-who died the death of' the unrighteous, and was killed by the
sword while fighting against the children of Israel, whom he had been
forbidden to curse.
A few points in the history of this man cannot but be instructive,
The children of Israel, having come into the plains of Moab, put
the king of Moab into a panic, who, expressing his fears that they
were too mighty for him to the elders of his people, sent for Balaam,
the soothsayer, to come and curse them. The elder" find Balaam,
and God said to him, "\,yhat men are these with thee ~ " And
Balaam said unto God, "Balak, the son of Zippor, king of Moab,
hath sent unto me, saying, Behold, there is a people come out of
Egypt, who covereth the face of the earth; come now, curse me
them; peradventure I shall be able to overcome them, and drive
them out." And God said, "Thou shalt not go with them; thou
shalt not curse them, jar they al'e blessed." Balaam therefore refuses
to go, and they retnrn to the king of Moab. Not satisfied, Balak
sent yet again to Balaam princes more and more honourable than the
previous, promising to promote Balaam to great honour if he would
come and curse the children of Israel. But again he refused, saying,
"If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot
go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do more or less," This
seemed a fair confession, and it is somewhat difficult to understand
that, contrary to God's former command, "Thou shalt not go," He
now says, "Thou shalt go." God's ways are often mysterious; but,
beloved, depend upon it they are fraught with wisdom and divine intention. The Bible is a sealed Book, and the Holy Spirit alone can unseal
God's will and purpose. We may be satisfied that His will is divine,
and His intention towards His chosen people full of wisdom and love.
Balaam is commanded to go; and, while on his way through the
path of the vineyards, is confronted by an angel of the Lord, whom
he sees not. Wc have not space to go into the striking episode of
God making his ass to speak to him, and be the instrument of savin~
him from destruction. He comes to the king of Moab, and, still
refusing to curse the people whom God has blessed, utters, as we have
said, some of the most precious and glorious prophecies concerning
the Messiah. He says, "From the top of the rocks I see Him, and
from the hills I behold Him. Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and
shall not be reckoned among the nations." And, again, "1 have
received command to bless; and He hath blessed, and I cannot reverse
it." And mark, "He hath not beheld iniquity in J acob, neither bath
He seen perverseness in Israel. It shall be said of J acob and Israel,
What bath God wrought ~ " And still more striking-he afterwards
declares this Evangelical prophesy concerning the Messiah-" There
shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel,
and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Seth."
Is it not, beloved, remarkable 1 Here was a llIan enlightened to
prophesy such glorious things, and to express, ItS we have said, a desire
to "die the death of the righteolls," but who died the death of the
unrighteous, fighting against God and the people whom He had blessed
-an apostate of the deepest dye-a professor without any posses'sion
of divine grace and love. That God should cause this perverse man
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to utter such prophecies is a matter of divine sovereignty and purpose.
It is not for us to question His will, but to bow to it, for "shall
not the Judge of all the earth do right ~ "
Well, then, to return to our passage. The apostate prOfessor here
portrayed has only the enlightenment of a head-knowledge. He may
have been given the gift of prophecy, but he has not been given
the gift of regeneration. He has, it may be, "strong convictions
and impressions," but he is not a living man. His tasting is not
the gracious appetite of a child of God; there is nothing permanent
in his taste.
And this contrast is further strengthened by the illustration of
the earth drinking in. rain, which, by the blessing of God, bringeth
forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, and the surface
drinking in that only beareth thorns and briars, and is "nigh unto
cursing," whose end is to be burned. Judas, Balaam, and others referred
to, however fair their pretensions, were "nigh unto cursing," and their
end was destruction. It is impossible to renew such again unto even
the confession of repentance, "seeing they crucify to themselves the
Son pf God afresh, and put Him to an open shame "-that is to say,
the very profession of Christianity with such characters having been
blasphemously cast away, it is impossible to renew them, seeing that
they ignore the Holy Ghost, the Life-Giver, and deny Christ, the
only way of salvation, putting Him thereby to an open shame.
Most gladly do we turn from such to the distinct opposite to such
characters, even to the "beloved" of whom the Apostle is "persuaded
better things, and 'things that accompany salvation."
" Beloved." What a significant and heart-touching word! One whom
the Lord favoureth-one who is the object of His eternal choiceone called by divine grace, beloved of God, and beloved in the
family of God. These, through the grace of God, realize "the better
things that accompany salvation." Let us look at some of these
"better things," brethren; and, to be clear, the expression seems
to implyI. Things that are the ingredients of s(tl1'Cttion.

n. Things that evidence the Tevelation of that salvation to the s01d.
Ill. Things that lead onward and upward to glO1·y.
1. Things that aTe the ingredients Of sah'cttion-that make it up and
are part of- it-things in the which there is salvaticn. "Beloved, we
are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation." And it is worthy of remark that, with those things which
accompany salvation, the Holy Spirit, a few verses down, lays first
the foundation of that salvation in the covenant of grace-" Wherein
God, willing more abundantly, to show unto the heirs of promise the
immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two
immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold
of the hope set before us."
"What are the "two immutable things" 1
Surely He has just told ,us what they are, namely, His oath and His
promise; and God seals both with the stamp of omnipotent power,
making us thus as secure as the Eternal Three can make us. This
is the strong consolation. Oh, for faith to lay hold of it !
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You see, then, dear reader, that the genuine Christian is described
'by the sure test of their interest in the sure foundation of the Gospel
-in other words, they are upon the Rock of Ages, from which springs
in their experionce a living faith, a strong consolation, and the firm
influence of a heavenly hope. And then, with regard to "the things
that accompany salvation," you may note that, in the portraiture of
the apostate professor, there is the total absence of these two essential
-characteristics of a true Christian, namely, faith and love, without which
.there is no vitality. "HE' that believeth" (having the "like precious
faith of God's elect ") "hath everlasting life j " and he that truly loves
Christ gives abundant evidence that Christ has first loved him. " I
have loved thee with an everlasting love, and therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee "-" drawn thee to Myself." "My Beloved is
mine, and I am. His."
Further, "things that accompany salvation." In the grand and
saving verities of the Gospel, there are two which stand out in golden
light, and which are of the greatest importance. I mean justificati.()1~
and sanctification. All the children of God receive the benefit and
blessings of these two essentials. They are saved from the punishment
eOj sin, "being justified freely by His grace, through the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus." "There ill therefore now no condemnation"
to them that are in Him. And they are kept from the power of sin,
which, although still in their members after regeneration, the power of
it is subdued by the work of the Spirit.
Many think that sanctification is a growing better. Do you feel,
brother, you are growing better as you grow older 1 Do you feel, sister,
you are progressing towards perfection in self1 I do not. This tiresome old man within is more tiresome than ever. I look in vain for
,his improvement j and, to my mind, vain is that view, so common, that
we are so progressing that we shall be left at last with souls unvexed
by evil and temptation. Never, this side the grave! My beloved
father, who was a "living epistle read and known of men," and one
who lived nearer to God than many, when he came to his last hours,
found evil present wit,h him, and was sorely tempted of the devil.
." My boy," he said to the writer, "it has been a sharp and dreaMul
conflict, but Christ has conquered."
Conflict work was his experience
io the end, and so will it be while the old nature has any life. Oh,
we must look surely clean away from the creature to the Lord Jesus
Christ, and find our comfort in the fact that He is "made unto us
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption."
I am not
.arguing against the desire of the Christian that he may live a holier,
purer, and kindlier life. Ever will this be his desire, but he cannot
depend upon its accomplishment--yea, he will give proof upon proof
·of failure. But, when we look ofI' all such rotten props to the stability
·of the Person and work of Christ, and our standing in Him, then do
we get on the right tack, and gain peace and satisfaction.
'
But, beloved, if we want a ~ondensed compendium of the things
that make up our eternal salvation, we cannot do better than go to
that blessed chapter, to every Spirit-taught and Spirit-led soul, the
eighth of Romans. You have read it, dear kindred spirits, hundreds
-of times. Read it once more with this thought in view (especially
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from the twenty-ninth verse to the end)-" These are the' better things'
that make up my salvation. These are the' things that secure for me
a heavenly home."
Let us now think together ofn. Things that evidence the j'evelation of that salvation to the, soul, We
,can only name a few.
1. A tendcj' cry. "I cried unto the Lord." This is the constant
acknowledgment of the Psalmist; and oh, beloved, what an evidence
of spiritual life! That neart-cry is the outgoing of the life of God in
the soul. Is it not constant with us ~ It is the cry of want-the
,cry of need-and those very wants and needs are of God's creating,
for they spring from the life divine which He has given. "Unto
Thee will I cry, 0 Lord my Rock," and that cry gains the gushing
forth of spiritual blessings from our spiritual Rock, and the Lord does
'Prove Himself to be "the saving strength of His anointed." Cry on,
dear soul! That crying is one of the things that evidence the revelation
.(If salvation to the soul.
Again, another "better thing that accompanies salvation" is2. A true Tcpentance befoTe God. Oh, a sight of ourselves as sinners,
in the sunlight of the righteousness and holiness of our God, must
bring us to self-loathing. As HART quaintly, but truthfully, puts it" If penitence be quite left out,
Religion is but halt;
And hope, though e'er so clear of doubt,
Like offerings without salt."

We fear penitence is quite left out in much of the religion of the
day, and presumption takes its place. It will not do. Gospel repentance
before God is always felt by the regenerated child of God, and without
it we may well doubt the genuineness of our religion"No big words of ready talkers,
No dry doctrine will suffice;
Broken hearts and humble walkers,
These are dear in Jesu's eyes."

Another accompaniment of salvatiou will be3. A timid feaT lest, aJtej' aU, ·it is a delusion. The sunlight of
regeneration is more often than not followed by black clouds of doubtr,;
and fears', which burst into a storm of despair. The quickened soul
has bounded forward, very often to fall into a quagmire. The Slough
{If Despond is soon met with on the pilgrim's road. So be it.. Mark
this, beloved. If the Christian falls into it, or any other pit by the
way, he always oomes out of it with his face Zionwm·d. It is no wonder
we think it all a delusion. The news of salvation are such" gooel news,"
that we may well think them too good to be true to us. But all is
well. The cloud shall pass away, and the serene sky of hope again appea,r.
Another accompaniment of salvation will ever be4. A thirst fOT the Word. The Bible is the child of God's food-baskct.-··:·
" Reader, this is a precious thought. Do you know wbat spiritual h161Ig~1' is,
ancl what it is to go to this food-hasket for som~ of the streDg~llCning, soulinvigorating crumbs of the bread of life ?-ED.
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He will crave supplies for the soul as much as supplies for the body.
"Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy Viord was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by Thy
name, 0 Lord God of hosts." The called of God know well what
this declaration of the prophet Jeremiah means. Such eating will be
found "as honey for sweetness" to his soul. The writer has been
eating and feasting upon the Word for more than forty years, and he
finds in it ever a fresh meal-Gospel provision, that suits the daily
and hourly craving. "The Lord shall open unto thee His good
treasure."
Another thing that will accompany salvation will be5. A telling love to kindTed spiTits. "By this we know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." Oh, how
very precious it is to meet with kindred spirits, who are one in divine
things with you, and who understand you, and you them! But, however
cheering, what tales of trial and trouble each has to tell; and yet
what interminglings of goodness, mercy, and preservation, on the part
of our covenant God!
And then, when such converse and company is realized, ·another "better
thing that accompanies salvation" will be6. The testimony of the heaTt to the t1·uth. If no "loud talking," so
unbecoming, yet there will be the quiet testimony of lip and life. For
my part, I love little talkers and quiet livers. When the depths of
that silence are fathomed, we shall generally find brought up "the
Pearl of great price." "Deep waters are silent;" and, when we get
treasures from the depth of a humble one, taught of the Lord, they
are worth receiving. It is such testimony to the truth I mean-heartexperiences, which help a poor fellow-traveller on the road.
But we pass on toIl!. Things that lead onwaTd and 7lpwanl to glO1·y. There is one
accompaniment to salvation which I would not be without for ton
thousand worlds, and which helps heavenward more than anything
else-l mean 7tnion and cJmmunion with Ch1-ist. Oh, I can never think
of the precious privilege of communion with Ohrist without the tear
of gratitude starting in the eye! To think that I am permitted, a
poor worm of the earth, to walk and talk with God, it does melt one's
soul! And what a help heavenward is such communion! How it
draws nearer to Ohrist! How it lifts above the beggarly elements of
time! How it enriches the soul, and puts all other things in their
proper place! Oh, for more and more of this hallowed privilege! It
is the very life of Ohristian experience. As dear TOPLADY sings"Lord, it is not life to live,
]f Thy presence Thou deny;
Lord, if Thou' Thy presence give,
'Tis no longer death to die."
Beloved, our subject is an important one. Will our religion bear
testing 1 In this day of excitement and religious fervour, we fear
many are deceiving themselves and others. We hear one saying, "This
day fortnight I was saved;" another, "Yesterrlav, while at my work,
I became a Christian;" a third, "I was converted by Mr. So-and-so's
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prayer, at a mISSIOn meeting i" a fourth, "I gave my heart to Christ
at such and such a time;" a fifth, "Christ was offered to me, and I
took Him;" while a clergyman advertises for a curate with" converting

qualifications" .'
'Dear reader, let us beware. I am perfectly certain that all such
momentary emotions are a delusion of the senses, and a ~oming short
of vital godliness. Depend upon it, the work of regeneration is a far
deeper matter. Nothing, I am sure, rejoices my heart more than to
hear of drunkards giving up their evil habits, and of bad-living men
becoming better husbands; but the great change of the new birth is
a totally different matter. It is an inward crisis in the life which is
not marked by loud talk, but by an earnest repentance before God;
and I firmly believe that preaching that falls short of insisting upon
the necessity of regeneration-of being born of God the Spirit-can
only end in deception. It is a stopping short of the vital principle.
Burton-on-Trent.
G. C.
[We most fully concur with our valued correspondent, in the remarks
with which he closes the foregoing paper. Facts in confirma.tion come
before us, from time to time, of the most lamentable character, proving
to a demonstration the deceptive tendency of the age, in which reformation is made a substitute for 1·egenemtion. Hence how well does it
behove us, reader, to give heed to the words of Jesus-Matthew xxiv.
24, and Luke xi. 24-26.-ED.]
"MY JESUS."
" My Jesus!" eo the sufferer said, 'mid agonizing pain,
While waiting for the final stroke to sever mortal chain,
And set the spirit free, to rise unto that painless rest
Which souls redeemed in Jesus know, when sleeping on His

breas~.

" My Jesus!" and she sweetly smiled; she felt His precious love,
E'en in her thrilling anguish, had a might that rose above
The billows of that darkening sea-death's terrors gathering round"My Jesus!" and the trusting soul His arm sustaining found.
"My Jesus! What is all my pain to what He bore for me?
I am indeed a sinner great; but oh, my Jesus, He
Is the great Saviour; for all need sufficient, true, divine;
And; blessed be His holy name, I know that He is mine."
What if her cottage home was poor, and scanty was her fare,
And wanting in the comforts that might help sore pain to bear 1
.Her faith triumphant looked beyond earth's treasures or its sod,
"Not for all gold and silver would I part with my God."
Oh, sons and daughters of the world, in"'all its~pomp and power,
What would you give for faith like this, when comes your dying hour?
Oh, listen to the pleading voice-;~ Turn, turn, why will ye die?"
Ere gulfed in lost eternity, let hear.ts for mercy cry.

E. L. T.

IF trials were not the lot of believers, there would not be so many
promises left upon record in reference thereto.-Wakelin!7.
2 H
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TRACINGS.
"He will tU1''fj, again, He will have compassion upon us " He will subdue
our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea."MWAH vii. 19.
WHAT a cluster, dear reader, of God's eternal "wills" have we before
us in the above precious testimony for contemplation! And such sweet
declarations of our covenant God are especially dear when, after long
seasons of darkness, trial, and temptation, the Lord is graciously pleased
to open up the precious truth of His Word to the soul, almost, in
feeling, abont to give up all hope of being found among the favoured
sons of Zion. The writer found this a few days since, when, by reason
of soul-desertion, great darkness of mind, cruel unbelief, and guilt of
conscience, arising from a worldly spirit and a strange indifference to
spiritual realities,>\' almost tempted to give up even a profession among
the Lord's children, the mind had been directed to peruse the Book
of Micah. It had been read through with little feeling-again and
again tempted to turn to other portions of the sacred Word-but still
it was read on to the finish, when, at the close of the last chapter,
the blessed testimony appeared," Who is a God like unto Thee, that
pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant
of His heritage 1 He retaineth not His anger for ever, because He
delighteth in mercy. He will turn again, He will have compassion
upon us; He will subdue our iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all our sins
into the depths of the sea," when hope at once was strengthened, sweet
confidence in the Lord's love, mercy, and grace to a guilty one was
realized, and thanksgiving and the voice of melody was found where
gloomy doubts and fears had prevailed. Such divine favours, under
the sweet teachings of the Holy Ghost, make the lame man leap like
an hart, and the tongue of the dumb to sing. It makes the stammerer
to speak plainly, and lifts the beggar from the dust, and makes him
shout aloud for joy, and the high praises of his God are in his mouth.
"He will turn again." Now, in the eighth and ninth verses, the
Church adds, "Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall >l
(the admission that she has and does fall, as every new-born soul knows,
to their' sorrow), "I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord
shall be a light unto me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord,
because I have sinned against Him." Then, in the tenth verse, she
adds, "Then she that is my enemy shall see it, and shame shall cover
her which said unto me, Where is the Lord thy God ~" The experience here set forth is that which the family of God in all ages have
had to pass through. They know, to their sorrow, "that which is born
of the flesh is flesh." They find the testimony of Paul, in the seventh
of Romans, to be a reality-" a law in their members warring against
the law of their mind, which brings them into captivity to the law ,of
• Reader, mark this. Where there is that "tenderness of conscience" which
the Lord alone can infuse, a "worldly spirit," or "indifference to spiritual
realities," suffiCE< to bring "the guilt," the sorrow, the dissatisfaction, apart
from the commission of outward acts of sin.-En.

/

"

The Gospel Magazine.

461

sin which is in their members, so that they cannot do the things that
they would." These things press heavily upon the soul, and cause
them to exclaim with the Apostle, "Oh, wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death 1" And they realize,
too, the language of IlIaiah-" Verily Thou art a God that hideth Thyself." This made Job cry out, "Oh, that I knew where I might find
Him! Behold, I go forward, but He is not there; and backward, but
I cannot perceive Him; on the left hand, where He doth work, but
I cannot behold Him. He hideth Himself on the right hand, that I
cannot see Him;" or, with the Psalmist, "Lord, why castest Thou off
my soul 1 why hidest, Thou Thy face from me 1" and the inquiry goes
forth, "Will He be favourable no more 1 is His mercy clean gone for
eved" or, with Jeremiah, "He hath hedged me about, that I cannot
get out;" also, "When I cry and shout, He shutteth out my prayer; "
and, "Thou hast removed my soul far off from peace; I forgat prosperity ;" and, with Zion of old, the cry may go forth, "The Lord
hath forsaken me, and my God hath forgotten me."
And will He, after all this] turn again? Yes, bless the name of a
covenant Three-One Jehovah, He will. Let the trial, temptation,
affliction, or sorrow be what it will-though our sins and transgressions
have hid His face from us-He will turn again, and restore unto us
the joys of His salvation. The hand of the Lord may appear to go
out against thee in providence;' dark clouds may threaten thy destruction, and' a taunting enemy may be asking, "Where is now thy
God 7 You will shortly be in the depths of poverty and disgrace.
Then it will be seen that that God you have professed to trust will
take no notice of you, but leave you a prey to your enemies." Has
this been thy exercise, troubled one 7 I know one it has. But has
not our God turned again? and the very hand that we thought was
raised against us has delivered us, brought us through the crisis, and
a revenue of praise from our lips has ascended to our delivering Lord.
Does darkness surround your path 7 Have you to complain of souldesertion-no bright shining of the Sun of Ri~hteousness-and hope
deferred has made your heart sick 7 If so, you have a companion who
can sympathize with you, and can mourn with you the want of that
sweet communion and fellowship with our dear Lord we once were
privileged to have. But, amidst all the grief and sorrow the absence
of .our precious and adorable Redeemer produces in our souls, are
there not some little actings of faith, some buddings of hope, that
He will turn again 7 And, as faith and hope are the fruits of the
Spirit, the fulfilment of the promise will be manifest, "I will come
again, and your hearts shall rejoice."
But it may be some poor reader has been permitted to fall by
some trap of Satan, and to act like Peter-to utter words unadvisedly
-nay, worse, to use language that has caused days of sorrow. This
reminds one of an act many years ago, when, in a moment of irritation, an oath escaped the lips; but oh, what anguish of soul-what
contrition of spirit-immediately followed! This continued two or three
days, until the following Lord's Day. Sitting pensively reading poor
Peter's fall, the dear, loving, kind, and gracious Saviour gave a tender
look, such as He gave Peter, which crumbled the sinner to the dust,
2 H 2
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while praise and adoration was made to the God of all grace a.nd
mercy" Lord, we adore Thy boundless grace,
The heights and depths unknown,
Of pardon, life, and joy, and peace,
In Thy beloved Son."
But our text says, "He will have compassion." What a sweet mercy
for helpless ones, for weak ones, who feel and know by daily experience that, unless divine compassion is manifested, such as the good
Samaritan showed to the man that fell among thieves, they will perish
everlastingly! The poor man was half dead-quite unable to help
himself-and this, dear reader, is your condition and mine-utterly
helpless. But, when a precious Christ passes by-and He always comes
by the way where helpless sinners are found-His compassionate,
n,ffectionate love will raise the poor wounded one, and restore health
and cure. And when He
" Whose heart is made of tenderness,
Whose bowels melt with love,"
sojonrned upon earth, and went about dQing good, what compassion
He was constantly manifesting, not only in putting forth His mighty
power in opening the eyes of the blind, giving hearing to the deaf,
curing tae leper, raising the son of the widow of Nain to life, but
pardoning poor guilty sinners! And He does so now, beloved, that
·He is exalted at His Father's right hand, a Prince and a Saviour,
giving out to sin-burdened souls repentance and the remission of
sins. And how blessedly His lips declared the love and compassion of
the Father in the parable of the prodigal son-that the prodigal,
who, although he had spent all his substn,nce in profligacy and vice,
yet, "when he was a great way off, his father ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him," and ordered the best robe to be put on him,
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet, and the fatted calf mus.t
be killed, and a feast held.
Reader, are you a fai'-otf sinner 7 I hope you are not openly, but
with a deep acquaintance with your own heart, for such highly prize
the rich compassions of a covenant God.
And how sweet the thought in Hebrews v. 2-" Who eau have
compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way."
When the Lord was graciously pleased to take us in haud, what poor
ignorant things He found us-ignorant of ourselves, our state and
condition-hurrying on the broad way that leadeth to destruction,
"without hope and without God in the world "-it may be, living in
· the practice of open sin and profligacy, or in a dead profession, but
igll0rant of the righteous demands of God's holy law, or the need of
a glo'rious Substitute to satisfy the demands of inflexible justice; preferring the filthy rags of our own righteousness, and flattering ourselves
we were as good as our neighbours. But infinite compassion, boundless
· pity, inextinguishable love, came to the rescue, aud, by the teaching
of the ever-blessed Spirit, regenerated the soul, imparted divine life,
opened the eyes of our understanding, put a cry for mercy from the
heart, and brought us to the convictiun of dear HERBERT--
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" There's not a man that"s born of God
But readily will say,
, If ever my poor soul be saved,
'Tis Christ must be the way.'"
But Micah tells us, "He will subdue our iniquities," and my soul
rejoices in the testimony; for there are so many iniquities to subdue. The
Lord declares, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and despera.tely
wicked;" and the soul that has been experimentally taught the lesson is
bound to believe the solemn declaration, not only because it is within
the covers of the Bible, but daily experience convinces him of the solemn
truth. The Psalmist, in the twenty-fifth Psalm, under a deep sense
of his sinful state and condition, pours out the longing desire of his
soul-" For Thy name's sake, 0 Lord, pardon my iniquity, for it is
great!" and, in the fifty-first, he declares, "Behold, I was shapen in
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me." And does not every
exercised child of God, who is led to realize that "that which is born
of the flesh is flesh," and finding by painflll experience the warfare
that Paul, in the seventh of Romans, sets forth, that when he would
do good, evil was present with him-and is it not so, dear reader ~ Do
you not find sometimes, even when, after earnest prayer before going
to the sanctuary, that the Lord would graciously favour YOIl with some
sweet love-token, confirm your soul in its eternal interest in covenant
love, and keop your heart and mind stayed upon Him whom your soul
loveth, that, before you have well-nigh taken your seat, some vile
temptation, some abominable infidelity, some sinful thought, some
worldly device, has so led you away that, while apparently listeniBg
in rapt attention to the Lord's sent servant, you· have secretly had to
groan out to the Lord to appear for you, and drive out the
buyers and sellers, with all the wretched abominations which the dear
Redeemer has told us, in Matthew xv. 19, 'dwells in the heart of man
-yes, in your heart and mine ~ Is it not thus, too, when engaged in
the solemn exercise of prayer, and in reading the sacred Word 1 Oh,
what a mystery of iniquity we find ourselves to be, when light reveals
our awful state by nature! But, bless the name of our God, whatever
is involved in that mystery, He subdues it in His people, not only
primarily by the glorious atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, but by
His Spirit's teaching and unctuous power. The very groaning and
cry to the Lord while thus oppressed is evidence of His gracious
work in the heart, and arises from life within. The soul is humbled,
godly sorrow and contrition is produced, and the poor sinner is again
led to see and feel that nothing but free and sovereign grace can save
such a poor, weak, and sinful worm of the earth.
Again, the ever-blessed Spirit subdues iniquity by the sweet revelation of pardoning love. Nearly forty years ago, the writar appeared
on the very verge of spiritual ruin. A violent temptation followed
him day and night, and such was the power it seemed to have, that
he appeared to be walking on a precipice. One step more would
plunge him into diszrace, and put an end for ever to even a profession of religion. "Yes," said the adversary, ;, now it is all over with
you. Your profession has only been a deception. You never had the
life of God in your soul, and never will. You are only a carnal
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professor, 'twice dead, plucked up by the roots.'" This was followed
on by unbelief, even to charge with unfaithfulness and unkindness
the servant of God under whose ministry he then sat, the late A.
TRIGGs. But" the strong man armed," with all his malice and power,
had to flee, for the time at least, when ill a moment the precious,
never-to-be-forgotten words, "Thy sins are forgiven thee," subdued
the iniquity, drove the vile teIl':ptation away, and brought peace and
joy to the soul, where sin and iniquity had apparently reigned" Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding,
Ransomed souls, the tidings swell;
'Tis a deep that knows no sounding;
Who its height or depth can tell 'I
On its glories,
Let my soul for ever dwell."

But our text tells us something more-cc He will cast all our sins
behind His back into the depths of the sea;" which, if our dear
Editor will allow in another "traCing," we will look at next time he
can spare room for the scribbling of
Eccles.
W. W.
WONDERFUL KNOWLEDGE.
"Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid Thine hand upon me."
-PSALM cxxxix. 5.
(C<Jncluded jf'Gm page 405.)

some may say, "Is there not a possibility of escape from the
enclosure of God's grace ~" Nay, dear reader; so securely are they
heset, that there is no possibility of escape. Many of these enclosed
ones have seemed bent upon their own destruction; but, having once
been chosen from the fallen race of Adam-having once had their
names written in the Lamb's book of life-they can never be torn
from His heart, they can never wander beyond the reach of His arm,
they can never escape from His hand.
Concerning all whom His
Father has given Him, He says, "My sheep hear My voice, and I
know them, and they follow Me; and I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any ma,n pluck them out of
My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all, and
no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand." Precious
security! Glorious encircling!
As the Lord's flock, the beloved of the great J ehovah, they were
chosen in Christ from everlasting, and now it for ever remains
blessedly true, "Having loved His own, . . . . He loved them unto
the end." They are beset behind with love, which knew no beginning,
and can neither know ending or change. Compassed with favourGod~s favour-as with a shield (see Psa. v. 12), neither men nor devils
shall ever be able to hurt or destroy the feeblest child or the weakest
lamb within the circle of His grace.
Oh, beloved in the Lord, what think ye of such a glorious besetting as this ~ "For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of
fire round about." Blessed be God, as a "wall of fire" He surrounds
BUT
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His own, to warm, to lighten, and to cheer them; but that very
tire which is their defence and shield shall burn up and destroy
every enemy. Look again at that blessed declaration of the Psalmist,
".Ai3 the mountains are 1"OUnd about Jerusalem, so is the Lord round
about His people from henceforth, even for ever." Oh, what an
unspeakable mercy to be able to look up into His face, when hidden
from every eye but His, and say, "Thou hast beset me behind!"
Yes, true religion .is intensely personal.
This precious IkJok of
Psalms abounds with those three little words, "I," "me," "my."
How many in the Lord's family long with ardent desire to be able
honestly and truthfully to say, "My God!,J "My Father!" They
know full well the meaning of those words of the poet" Though God's election is a truth,
Small comfort there I see,
Till I am told by God's own mouth
That He has chosen me."

Yes, the cry of every quickened soul is, "Say unto my soul, I am
thy salvation!" It can never rest satisfied till it can say, "ThQU
has beset me behind." Well, blessed for ever be the name of our
most glorious Lord, the babe who attempts to lisp the Father's name
is just as much a child as the youth who can speak the word without
hesitation. It makes known its longings and desires by that a.ct so
sweetly expressed in God's own Book, "" I stretch forth mine hands
unto Thee." Oh, yes; the "weaklings in faith," whose only happiness
is found in sucking at the breasts of divine consolation, shall every
one be taught to utter that word "Father!" and, for the comfort of
all such, it has been recorded, "The tongue of the stammerers shall
be ready to speak plainly" (Isa. xxxii. 4).
Well might the Psalmist speak of favour so distinguishing, so rich,
and so free, as a shield to those who are compassed thereby! Oh, how
safe, how eternally secure, must those be who are beset behind with
Jehovah's electing love and predestinating favour! "For the Lord
will not cast off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance"" Whom once He loves He never leaves,
But loves them to the end."

And, as they are raised up to the heavenlies to see this precious
truth, they exclaim, with hearts overflowing with gratitude to such a
God, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give
glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
But we must hasten to notice for a few moments those two precious
words-" and before." Not only did David glory in that God who,
from all eternity, chose him for His own, but in that grace which
"beset him before."
Oh, dear reader, what a sweet revelation of the redemption work of
our ever-blessed Lord! Who can ever tell the dark, the dreary, and
desolate spots of anguish and desertion the Saviour of poor sinners has
had to visit for them 1 Sin marred the fair creation of J ehovah. The
tempter prevailed in the garden over the beings He had placed in that
fair paradise, and they fell! Death, eternal death, stared them in the
I
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face; but He who undertook to save His bride from its dread power,
went befO're her in the way, and, as one has wonderfully expressed,
"He drank damnation dry." The love of His heart was all drawn out
towards her as He beheld her standing "under the law." Could she
escape from its curse ~ Could she flee from her just doom ~ Oh, no!
That law cursed and condemned; its every precept she had broken; consequently each one bound her as with an iron chain. But see! "There
shall come out of Sion a Deliverer." He shall visit the very spot 'of her
ne'cessity. He shall go before her, and meet that death her sins so richly
deserve. Through them she has fallen under the law; but," when the
fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law," and now
He is the" end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believetll."
He has gone to the end of the law; He has made an end of deatu.
Listen to His own sweet words when He speaks as the wisdom of
God. See how He has walked where none other ever could walk!
See how He has gone before His own where they can never come!
"I walk in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of
judgment" (Prov. viii. 20, margin). He trod the "way of righteousness"
all through His weary life, and turned not to the right hand or the
left, and thus besetting us, procured our peace. But, as He came to the
end of that way, and entered the "paths of judgment," He "began
to be sorrowful and very heavy." The darkness deepened, the clouds
of judgment lowered upon His sinless soul, yet He went on, that His
Church might never enter the gloomy vale. The law had been broken;
justice must be satisfied, the penalty must be paid, the curse must be
endured. It awaited the sinner! It was endured by the Saviour!
He went before, when the sword of divine justice was sheathed in His
heart; when He finished transgression, and did away with all the sins
of all His people; when the Father made to meet, or to rush upon Him,
the iniquity of them l}ll, wringing from His agonized spirit the desolate
cry, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ " Well may
His agonies be described as "unknown sufferings," for no finite mind
can ever comprehend what it cost the suffering Lamb of God to
" beset" His brethren before; and now, instead of judgment, they
obtain mercy; instead of death, they are made partakers of His life.
Not only did He go before in His substitutionary work, but He has
gone before them to possess the glory home His Father designed and
prepared for them. As the Head of His body the Church, He rose
triumphant from the grave, and ascended to His Father. There He
presented Himself for acceptance on high, and, in His own glorious
He
Person, presented also every member of' His mystic frame.
hath "raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
places." "Within the veil, the Forerunner is for us entered, even
Jesus" (Heb. vi. 20)" There, as our great High Priest, He stands,
And pleads before the mercy-seat;
Our cause is in His gracious hands,
Our enemies beneath His feet."

Beset before!' Yes, "we have a great High Priest that is passed
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into the heavens," Jesus, the Son of God, "who ever liveth to make
intercession for us." Before us He goes to plead our cause; before
the throne He stands to receive our prayers, and present them to His
Father washed in His blood, and perfumed with the fragrance of His
own intercession. Oh, what rich, distinguishing favour" Yes, blessed Jesus, I would think
Of all Thy rich, redeeming love;
And long with my whole soul to drink
The fulness of Thy bliss above!"

...

Oh, beloved reader, is not the desire of thy soul one with that of
the writer ~ Dost thou not sigh to Him, "Open Thy mouth, judge
righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy. Blessed Lord
Jesus, think upon me! Speak for me! Be not silent to me, lest if
Thou be silent to me, I be like unto those that go down into the
pit" ~ while to thy Father thou canst sigh, "Hear, Lord, the voice
of J udah! Yes, hear that glorious One whom His brethren shall
praise, whose powerful hand is in the neck of His enemies, before
whom all Thy children bow" (see Gen. xlix. 8-12).
We would look briefly at the summing up of the Psalmist's religion"and laid Thine hand upon me." It consisted in something more
than a sound creed. He gloried in a covenant salvation, purposed by
the Father, and performed by the Lord Jesus Christ; but this alone
satisfied him not. He had been blessed with the communication of
the same by the Holy Ghost, whose gracious. office it is to reveal all
things to the Church. The Prophet Ezekiel lipeaks again and again
of "the Spirit lifting him up;" and, in describing the operation, he
says, "the hand of the Lord" was upon him (see chap. iii. 12, 14, 22).
Yes, it is a blessed fact that each and everyone beset behind and
before by Jehovah shall know what it is to have His hand laid upon
them. To everyone He will send His Spirit. In the days of
unregeneracy they lay "dead in trespasses and sins," knowing nothing
of their election or redemption; and, by "the power of the Holy
Ghost," they are quickened into divine life. He finds them surrounded
with their own corruption, and washes them in atoning blood. He
lays His hand upon them, and binds up every heart-wound; applies the
precious "balm of Gilead," and raises them up as true-born children in
the family of J ehovah. This gracious Person abides with them for
ever. As the Comforter, He lays His hand upon His sorrowing ones;
as their Teacher, He lays His hand upon His dull and forgetfuL
scholars. Again and again, as they journey through this wilderness,
they need the power and grace of the Holy Ghost to be put forth in
their souls.. They wander, and need Him to cause them to return;
they fall, and He alone can 1'estore them; they are weary, and He
nfreshes them; they are drooping, and He 1'evives them with fresh
revelations of a precious Christ; they "consume away," and He only
can renew them; they mourn over their own emptiness, and He alone
1'splenishes them.
And now, dear reader, we would ask, Has the hand of the Lord
been laid upon thee ~ Has the Spirit lifted thee up out of nature's
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pit, and brought thee to the light ~ Has He carried thee out into the
plain, there to hold fellowship with thy Lord ~ Has He entered into
thee and set thee upon thy feet ~ Has He touched thine eyes, so that
only Christ has any charm for them now; unstopped thine ears, and
taught thee to listen only for His voice ~ Has He melted thine
heart with love divine ~ See! If the hand of the Lord is upon thee,
-it must separate thee from the world-" I sat not in the assembly of
the mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone, because of Thy hand" (Jer.
xv. 17). Wherever He lays His hand of blessing, He separates that
heart to Himself. Oh, what a marvellous mystery is this-" Your
bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost "" And Thou, eternal Spirit vast,
What love can Thine transcend,
Since Thou Thy lot with me hast cast,
Indwelling God and Friend 1"

Yes; the Spirit's power applies the words of the Lord Jesus to the
'Souls of His people; and when, through infirmity and weakness, they
.are forgotten, He brings them graciously to remembrance (John
xiv. 26). By Him is produced all the fruit pleasing and acceptable
,to God (Gal. v. 22, 23). He alone works repentance and faith in the
SOUl; He alone enables them to make their requests known unto God
«Eph. .vi. 18); and, when they cannot speak for themselves, He
maketh intercession for them according to the will of God (Rom.
viii. 27). Oh, how little is heard in these dark days of the "power
of the Holy Ghost"! How His Personality is ignored, His work is set
.at nought, His character is dishonoured! But those who have felt His
power -those upon whom the hand of the Lord has been laid in
regeneration-cannot but speak well of Him who has touched their eyes,
.and caused them to "look upon Him whom they have pierced, and
mourn for Him as those who mourn for their first-born." Yes, those
who can do nothing of a spiritual nature without His gracious operation in the soul, cannot but honour Him as they realize the preciousness
of that word of the Prophet Micah, "I am full of power by the Spirit
()f the Lord." Well may they cry out, "Take not Thy Holy Spirit
from us." He is the Guide of the Church in the wilderness, the
Instructor' of an the family of Jehovah. He is responsible for the
perfect education of each child. He is the Comforter of all the sorrowful
ones,_ and abides with them for ever, till they are at last brought
safely home to the Father's house.
Dear reader, what a marvellous salvation is ours! Dost thou know
aught of the Father's electing .love, the redemption and intercession of
Christ, or of the guidance, consolation, or instruction of the Holy
Ghost ~ Is this the God thou art drawn to worship 1 Is there in
thy heart the faintest hope or the smallest confidence that He is
thine ~ If so, thou wilt be bound to confess, "Such knowledge is too
wonderful for me; it ishigb, I cannot attain unto it" (Psa. cxxxix. 6).
Blessed be God, though we cannot attain to it, it is revealed to ur:;
by the Spirit!
Child of the living God, what a high privilege is thine, to know
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:and to hold fellowship with the divine Three! Oh, may the Lord's
dear people be brought to realize more and more of the greatness
.and glory of His salvation as they travel on, until, divested of
the burden of the flesh, they shall be lost in the contemplation
thereof, and magnify the great Three-One for ever!
K. B.
DEW-DROPS.
"' I have therefore whereof I may glory, through Jesus Christ, in those things
which pertain to God."-RoJ\fANs xv. 17.

WE find the same writer in another place saying, "God forbid that I
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord .:(esus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world"-glorying in nothing
save the cross of Christ, or rather, the death of Him who thus caused
such benefits to issue therefrom to every grace-born soul. The death
of my Saviour has completed my salvation, which only the Son of
God could bring, and the blessings of it, His alone to bestow. Through
His death, the beginning of an endless life is bestowed upon us, and in
His rising again, He lives to bring us home to God. Thereof have you
cause to glory, and the deeper insights you have into this wonderful
mystery of suffering-the more you contemplate His agony, His life
of sorrow in this world of sin-the more frequent your visits to
Calvary; the more often will you have cause to raise your song of
praise, and glorify Him who has done such great things for you. In
Mary's language, you may sing, "My soul doth magnify the Lord, and
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour;" and, with Paul, you will
say, "I have therefore whereof to glory, through Jesus Christ, in those
things which pertain to God."
Now, before you can glory in Christ, you must be spiritually taught
something of that glorious mystery of " Ch1'ist in you," It is not sufficient
to yOll that the whole Scriptures are pointing to Him, as He Himself
says, "These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the
law of Jl{oses, and in the prophets, and in the Pscdms, concerning Me." It
is not sufficient to believe that" the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us "-that the Son of the Most High took upon Himself our
nature, 'came to earth to suffer, to die, and to rise again. You want
yet another truth brought home to your heart, with the sealing comfort
of the Holy Ghost. The Saviour's own words will furnish you with
the promise, and may it be yours sweetly to realize the performance of
it, beloved-" 1 in them, and they in Me; that we may be pe?fect in O'M;"
and then, dear child of God, dear little-faith here and doubting-one
there, you can 'join in Paul's words of exultation, "I have therefore
whereof I may glory, through Jesus Christ, in those things which pertain
to God." In every gift that is His to bestow-and you know it is His
right and in His sovereign power and pleasure to bestow "every good
and every perfect gift "-you will have cause to glory.
If faith shall at any time rise above these transitory things, surmount
any difficulties, overcome any trial, and your heart, through its influence,
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be unmoved when tempests are raging and billows rlsmg around you.
you have just cause to glory in it, for it is not your own. 1'hat, if it
were possible to muster up any, would fail you just when most needed;
and thus, knowing all your need, He has promised, "The just shall live
by faith." It is the gift of God, and He makes it fruitful; and, a&
surely as He is the Author, so also is He the Finisher of it, as we read
in Hebrews xii. 2, "Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our
faith."
.
Again, it may be a day of weakness, atlliction, and distress with you.
In some one of these ways the Lord may be seeing fit to probe and try
His child. But they are upborne on His own everlasting arms, and
His strength is made perfect in their weakness, and thus again can they
truly say, "I have therefore whereof to glory, through J ez;us Christ, in
those things which pertain to God."
Or there may be a time when you are bowed down under a deep
sense of your utter ignorance and folly, and so full of foolishness that
you can only cry, "Lord, I am weak, and foolish, and helpless! Undertake for me ! "
Turn to Proverbs viii., and there you will find Christ our Wisdom
from beginning to end. I believe you will there find, under this subject,
Wisdom, "1" is Illentioned fifteen times, " Me" eleven times, and "My"
eleven times-all, of course, referring to Christ.
Then, again, there is a sense of sin which, like the woman in the
Pharisee's house, so bows us down that we can only stand at His feet,
behind Him, weeping/ but wondrous love, which shall cover a multitude
of sins, brings us to appear before a holy God, clothed upon in the
holiness of Christ. A touch of "but the hem of His garment" is sufficient to make us whole.
Thus, beloved, we have given unto us faith over against trial;
strength to overcome our weakness and insufficiency; wisdom in our
ignorance; holiness to cover our sinfulness; righteousness imputed, that,
in spite of our undone, lost condition, we may be made the righteousness
of God.
Oh, well may we glory that sucl} a God in Christ Jesus is ours! His
promises are given and fulfilled in the experience of each of His dear
family. They are too precious unto Him to go short of any good on the
journey. They are too well taken care of to lack anything whereof
He has promised them. He may tarry in His coming unto them, but
it is worth waiting for. His promises come as a forerunner of some
performance of the same, to our good and His glory. Paul's glorying
was in a Triune Jehovah's life, light, and love. He says, "Being
sanctified by the· Holy Ghost, I have therefore whereof to glory, through
Jesus Christ, in those things which pertain to God." There we have
clearly God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, \all
concerned, agreed, and covenanted to carry out and complete our salvation; and thus, when we have any good thing whereof to glory, it
comes from God, covenanted for by Christ Jesus, and revealed by God
the Holy Spirit.
The precious ointment must first be poured on Aaron's head, in
order that it may run down to the skirts of his garments. Oh, that
a little of this precious ointment may be poured upon us from Christ
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'Our 'Head, and that, with its healing, comforting, and anointing
powers, it may reach us who verily feel ourselves to be th~ lowest and
most insignificant in the family; and thus the love .that placed us in
that family, the love that keeps and sustains us there, and the love
that will not rest till every son and daughter is brought home to God,
shaH have all the glory.
,
Ofttimes, doubtless, have you breathed that hymn into a prayer, " In
blessing others, oh, ble~s me!" and He loves to bless, and He will do
so; and you, beloved, with every other traveller Zionward, will be
telJ.i,ng of the. goodness and mercy of the Lord. "They shall abun.dantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness;" and oh, in the
language of the poet" Eternity's too short
To utter half Thy praise."

R.
"HE CARETH FOR YOU."
furna~e is where the metal is tried, nor is it injured thereby.
Only the dross is removed; the pure gold abides; and it shines with
brighter. lustre after the work of the furnace than before. The one
and only purpose of the refiner is to purify and benefit his metal, that
it may find a place of honour in the mansion and palace.
Nor is the purpose of our blessed Lord less wise and benevolent,
when He is pleased to place any of His dear people in the furnace of
Ah! no; it is still "goodness and mercy," for
trial and affliction.
"all the paths of the Lord are goodness and mercy to them that
fear Him."
And well the aged and tried patriarch of Uz knew
this, when he said, "He knoweth the way that I take, and when
He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." Yes, of course, because
we are put in the furnace for this purpose. "He shall sit as a Refiner
and Purifier of silver" (Mal. iii. 3). Now, this is a prediction of
Qur precious Lord Jesus; and ah! how true it is! He ever sits over
.against the crucible, so that no longer than His wisdom dictates will
He allow His people to be tried.
But "His purpose shall stand, and He will do all His pleasure,"
in the discipline. of His dear people, because they are "chastened of
the Lord, that they should not be condemned with the world," but
rather be "made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints
in light."
And who shall say how much our Father in Christ may have
to do in us, in the way of discipline, ere we are ready to depart ~
One thing is quite certain-" We know that all tlJ.ings work together
for good to them that love God, and are the called according to· His
purpose" (Rom. viii. 28).
Gunnersbury.
W. FRITH.

THE

THE Christian must not only mind heaven, but attend to his daily
calling; like the pilot, who, while his eye is fixed upon the star, keeps
his hand upon the helm.
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SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON BY MR. J. W. WREN,
PREACHED AT PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, BEDFORD, ON LORD'S DAY MORNING'"
JANUARY 6TH, 1884.

"Thou hast also given me the shield of Thy salvalion."-PSALl\1 xviii. 35.

THIS Psalm, though placed so early as the eighteenth in the Psalter,
was written in the latter part of the Psalmist's life. We find the
same song in 2 Samuel xxii., very near the end of David's history.
The heading of it likewise confirms this. It was written after many
deliverances out of many trials, and from many enemies, and out of
the hand of Sau!. Saul is especially named, as the chiefest on the• calendar, as the cause of much affliction unto l).im. It is on this
account that he ~dds, "and out of the hand of Sau!." Many and
sore trials give the Lord repeated opportunities to magnify His power
and love, His mercy and His truth, to usward. It is in these paths
that He causes us to see His hand and His care, and in these straits
His goodness is better understood. When our path lies through the
midst of danger-when in slippery places our feet have well-nigh
slipped, were almost gone-then how timely comes in God's "nevertheless" ! How largely it obtains then at such a time! We then
feel the Arm' that upholds, and see the mercy displayed in the Hancl
that comes to our rescue.
There is an appointed path of trial for every saint; but there is an
end to every trial, and every thorny path has its terminus. There is
a resting.place for all the weary; a breathing-time for one to gather
strength and take breath. An eminent position is gained, from which
height the many trials passed through, the dangers escaped, and the
powerful foe subdued, together with the faithfUlness of our fcithful God
so richly and so skilfully interwoven throughout, are seen. A heavenly,
holy fervour fills our breast, and our affections are heavenward, Godward;
, and, for the time being, doubt is quite beaten out of countenance, and
faith breaks out in holy triumph, and such a Psalm as this is then a
snitable song of praise.
David 'is here counting over his ble~sings and his mercies as the
miser does his jewels. He adds another to the long lis~ in the language
of our text, and says, "Thou hast also given me the shield of Thy
salvation." He puts in the word "also" to point out this additional
blessing, added by his most indulgent Master, whose character is widespread as a bountiful God. I shall endeavour to speakI. Of the ,shield of God's salvation.
There are several things called by this name in the Scriptures. God
Himself is so called in many places. His favour is compared unto a
shield, because,' as a shield covers a man's body, so God's favour
should .compal'S men as a shield. A shield carries with it the idea of
war, of enemies, and of danger. The Word of God is called a shield
in Ephesians vi. 16. But I feel led to waive these shields, and speak
to you this morning of a Person who is called by this name in Psalm
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lxxxiv. Nor are we left in perplexity as to who this Person is, for the
same One is called "God's Anointed."
Firstly, Jesus, the Son of God, is the Person I wish to speak of;.
and who is so worthy to be spoken of as He ~ Jesus ought to be the
Su.m and Substance of every sermon. In whatever state of mind you.
may come to the house of God, there is ability in Jesus, a blessed
adaptation in Him, and an all-sufficiency in our Lord Jesus to help and
to cure. Jesus can give us all that is needful for the soul, and the
body too. Jesus is indeed "the one thing needful," able to fill every
breach, to take the place of any one and everyone, but His place can
be filled by none.
Are any of you come to the house of God in a· burdened state of
mind, on account of circumstantial trials ~ Jesus has the government
of providence upon His shoulders, and can render suitable and speedy
assistance, or give you strength according to your day. Are you come
in a state of trouble about your soul, seeking help suitable f6r your
case ~ Who but Jesus can give you the help you need, ~ "Look,"
saith Jesus, "unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the ear~h; for
I am God, and there is none else." There is none but Jesus that can
heal our diseases and forgive our sins; the only Saviour, and none
else.
r wish to make Jesus the principal matter of my discourse this.
morning, and of every discourse. Philip preached Jes'lls unto the
eunuch, and the fire of " the Word of faith" so kindled the fire of
faith in qis heart that he oelieved, and was baptized, and went on his
way rejoicing. Can we find any better subject than Jesus to begin
the year with ~ I know not any-yea, nor throughout the yearfor who is such a well-spring of life, such an unfolding flower of
beauty and fragrance, such a scurce of holy pleasure, as J esus ~
Have any of you met in the house of God this morning under the
hidings of God's face ~ Who can' restore your joys but J esus ~ Are
any of your consciences defiled with sin ~ Who can cleanse tl:).em but
Jesus 1 He is the Saviour of sinners, and I hope we may find Him.
to be so to our souls sweetly amI ve.ry blessedly this morning.
Secondly, I shall notice the material of which some shields were
made.
1. Some shields were made of gold. Solomon, who was very rich,
made a great quantity in his day of gola. Solomon was very rich,
but. not n'early so rich as our God, the Father of' our Lord Jesus
Christ, who, when He gave His only-begotten Son, gave us a Shield
better in nature, infinitely better than gold. No figure or type is
sufficient to set forth that Object which is intended by it; It is always
inferior unto its Object, but the best is chosen from nature's treasury.
Gold is compared to grace, but grace is infinitely better than gold;
yet, gold being the most excellent metal, that is chosen to set it forth.
2. Gold is an eI.Ilblem of purity, especially when tried in the fire;
or, as the Holy Spirit puts it, "Gold seven times tried in the fire."
What an infinity of holiness is in the divine nature of the Son of
God! Call we His holiness a quality of nature ~ That is not a proper
term. "God' is love." That is not a quality of nature, but His nature.
. Holiness is not a quality of nature, but His own nature. Jesus is the
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only-begotten Son of God, the Son of His nature. God is glorious in
holiness, and every act of His must of necessity be holy, according to
His own nature, for His works are acts of His nature. Every gracious
person delights in holiness. According to the measure of their grace so
is ,the measure of their delight. Holiness is the nature of grace, and
holiness its natural atmosphere. To be holy is the aim of' gracious
. souls; but the most gracious cannot-are not able to-attain unto their
desires; yet these defeats kill not the desire to be holy. Holiness is
God's glory in which He delights so much, and Jesus is Jehovah's
Equal, acknowledged as His own Fellow; and no inferior person shall
ever lay claim to this bilt He who is the Father's Equal. Jesus, who
undertakes the work of Suretyship, is the image of J ehovah the Father,
not simply in form and fashion, but in His essential nature; and in all
that Jesus did, there is the fulness of His holiness in it. His own
natural properties of perfection are thrown into all that Jesus did
for poor sinners. Call we gold an emblem of His pure and holy
nature 1 How infinitely beneath Him in purity and holiness!
Let us consider also His human nature. That is called "that holy thing"
in itself. But how much more holy is that made by personal union with
His divine nature! Jesus is not two persons, but one glorious God-Man.
He speaks of Himself as doing whatever is done; and, in that Person
He calls "Himself," He includes His human and His divine natures.
It is He Himself who bare our sins in His own body on the tree, and
no act is ascribed to the human nature as a person, but to the divine
and to the human in one Person. Yet there is no confusion of natures;
the divine is divine, and the human is human still. The divine nature
could not be raised to greater dignity and glory by anything whatsoever, but the human is raised by its union with the divine; but it is
still human.. Blessed mystery! Blessed Jesus! Blessed God! Blessed
Holy Spirit! Jesus was holy before He was anointed with the holy
anointing oil, a type of the Holy Spirit. He was, as the great Antitype,
anointed with the Holy Ghost. He was the only-begotten Son of God,
and was Heir to all that was His Father's. The Holy Spirit proceedeth
from Jesus in common with the Father (Revelation xxii. I); therefore He could not receive that which was properly His own. He could
not receive the Holy Ghost but as the God-Man, as our Surety and
Mediator. The Father gives lHim His Holy Spirit, not to make Him
holy, for,; because He is holy, He is anointed. He is anointed because
He is "the 1110st Holy." That is made the ground of His having or
receiving the Holy Ghost. God could not, consistently with His own
most holy nature, give His Holy Spirit to sinners in their own name;
therefore, it was needful, in order to our being made partakers
of the Holy Spirit,.. that a Person in our nature should be made partaker of the Holy Spirit on the ground of His being holy. This
Person is Jesus, and we have this anointing" from the Holy One."
This anointing at Jesus' baptism was His consecration to His work.
3. Gold is an emblem of beauty; and, as such, was very plentifully
used in Solomon's temple. Jesus is also beautiful, and all the ideas
that we creatures have of beauty. are in Him to perfection. If we, with
our small measure of' gracious light, can see that Jesus is altogether
lovely, how much more so does He appear glorious in the eyes of His
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Father! The Father saith that His soul delighteth III Him. Is t:le
Father glorious in Himseln So is the Son. He is the Man, Jehovah's
Fellow. Whatsoever is glorious in the Father is also in the Son. In
Him are all the perfections of the ever-blessed God, who is God over
all, blessed for evermore in His own uncreated perfections. The human
nature of the Son of God is made glorious and beautiful by the personal union with the divine nature. The workmanship is beautiful and
unspeakably glorious. If the souls of poor sinners are made glorious
within by the Holy Spirit's cunningly-wrought work of graces, done
without disturbing any of the faculties of the soul, and the soul feels
happy in the company and actings of these graces, how much more so
must the Second Person of the ever-blessed God be exceedingly glorious,
who was perfection itself, in having another nature, and that nature
should be so joined, so mysteriously united, so as both natures are perfect and complete! " Great is the mystery of godliness j God manifest
in the flesh." The Father has made Christ glorious and beautiful in
His own eyes and in the eyes of every believer. 'What form and what
comeliness is in Him! The express image of the Father's Person j the
image of the invisible God j and, therefore, He must be glorious in the
eyes of His Father.
.
The fulness of grace which is given unto Him is another beauty.
It is this which makes Him fairer than the children. All the graces of
the Holy Spirit are in Him to perfection. The fulness of grace, and
without measure, are the Scripture phrases. The saints are eminent
for different graces-one for faith, another for humility, and another
for love, &c.-but in Jesus every grace is to perfection, and each is
called forth into exercise at different times of His pilgrimage for the
work He had to do, and in His work He had occasion for all of them.
The heavenly and blessed. seal was more than once visibly set upon
Him, and the sweet voice of His Father sounded sweetly in His earsand the Father would have other ears hear too-" This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased j hear ye Him."
4. Gold is an emblem of value and preciousness. 'What value and
riches are found in Jesus' work! The Father is the Creditor. He
values the work of IT esus. What an immense, an infinity of value is
found in Jesus' death! What glory and perfection are found in the
whole! These are found to be an everlastillg moral cause of the
everlasting welfare of God's people in all ages. The value of Jesus'
work is not a sovereign created value, but a moral worth, flowing from
an infinite moral cause, even the infinite, uncreated J ehovah-Jesus.
Thirdly, a shield was worn as a covering to 'protect the person from
danger.
1. And Jesus is the only covering from the righteous wrath of a justlyoffended God, whose anger burns to the lowest hell. 'iVhat low ideas
have men of God, who think that God can, and will, alter His mind
as men do theirs! When He gave His holy law, that law w:as the
image of His mind, and the portrait of His moral nature. Time nor
circumstances neither alter nor change J ehovah. The moral image of
the ever-blessed God must for ever remain the same. Nothing can by
any means make void His holy law. God can as soon cease to be God
as the transcript of His mind be changed. 'iVhen persons write letters,
2 I
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if they are honest, they give the image of their mind and the moral
shape of their spirit. In His holy law we have God's, and He is of
one mind, and none can turn Him. Men have dared to lower the tone
of God's holy law, and each man, or body of men, have, according to
their own taste, given us copies of what they consider to be the moral
image of God; and, by these means, the holy and righteous character of God is quite explained away. Men have made their covenants
with death and agreements with hell according to their own corrupt
minds, and have found other coverings than Jesus. The spider's web,
which is nothing but the diTt of the bowels of that poisonous creature,
and, wherever placed, is a common collector of every kind of dirt,
is the covering that men choose. But shall these be found a covering
sufficient to protect a sinner from the hand of such a holy God as
our God 7 No! a thousand times, no! None but Jesus can proteot
us from the avenging hand of God.
God has promised to break our contracts with death, and agreements with hell shall not stand, for the storm shall overflow the
hiding-places, and sweep away the refuges of lies; and, when that is
done for persons, it is the greatest mercy ever shown them, for
men will never betake themselves to Jesus for a Hiding-place until all
their own are rendered useless.
Jesus is a covering in every way
answerable to ou'r need.
When I was quite a child, I used to try to remove God's landmark. I cherished the hope that I might creep into heaven, amongst
such a great number as should go there, unobserved, and that God
would not be so particular as His "Vord said that He would be. Men
cherish the same hopeless ideas. Jesus is a covering for sinners. Hi:;
righteousness how broad! He has magnified the law and made it
honourable-infinitely more so than if all the creatures that God has
created subject to it had perfectly kept it. Jesus made the creatures by
His word, and could have made as many as He pleased. Let the creatures
be all joined in one, still that one would be a creature and nothing
more, and could not be in any way equal with Jesus; neither could
all of them united put such infinite honour on the holy law as Jesus
did. They are but shadows of Himself; He the true, the everlasting
God. That holy law is the image of the infinitely holy God. Jesus,
that Holy One, is made of a woman, made under the law, in order
that the Jaw might have a claim upon Him, and that His obedience
might be legally transferred unto us; and in both His natures is the
root of that holy law, and each action must in its own nature be
a true and perfect copy of that law. "Yea," saith Jesus, "Thy law
is within My heart." The word in the margin is "digged," to teach
us that that law and His nature, mind, and spirit were always, and
in everything, conformable to the law. The hands of that glorious
Person did always those things which pleased His Father. From Jesus'
keeping of the law comes a covering from the wrath of it justlyoffended. God, who burns with a holy indignation against sin. This
is also the everlasting cause of blessing to God's people, both in this
world and in the world to come; nor can its value nor its fulness
ever be exhausted.
The ,Vord of God speaks of the second death, and opens up in
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unmistakable language what that death is-" And the sea gave up
the dead which were in it, and death and hell delivered up the
dead which were in them; and death and hell were cast into the lake
of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire," together with the
beast and the false prophet and the devil. But those persons to
whom were secured the blessings of the covenant by Jesus, over such
the second death hath no power. DUNCAN says that "the believer
has nothing between himself and hell but Christ, and needs nothing
else."
Oh, what a precious covering is Jesus!
(To he continued.)

~x.of.cata1tf ~ eac.olt.
THE LATE DR. PUSEY.
BUT for putting our readers-the young especially-on their guard, in
these most treacherous and delusive days-we would never mention
the name of the above. The soouer it is consigned to oblivion the
better. Most grieved were we at hearing the proposal to perpetuate
his memory by a costly outlay of £50,000. Dr. PUSEY was a most
successful underminer of the Church of England, and doubtless, in their
opposition to this once great Protestant bulwark, those who would
exult in its downfall, revere his memory and applaud his doings. Who
led multitudes into the Church of Rome, by himself personally venturing to
tread upon its very verge, as did the man that has since been called
to his great account ~ Who has been complimented by the advocates
of Romanism for the great achievements in their behalf as Dr. PUSEY ~
When compelled, from age and infirmity, to retire from more
active life, were not his last days devoted to toning down works of
a thoroughly Romish character into that which should render them
plausible, agreeable, acceptable to the unwary and unsuspecting ~ How
are the poisonous grains of Popery intermingled with Satanic artifice
into the little attracti',e gems which are now to be met with upon even
almost every once Protestant counter! Alas! alas! for such duplicity
and destructiveness! Perish, we say, the memory of the man that
would thus mislead and defile the minds of the unstable-th~ guileless
-the inexperienced!
It was with these feelings-this inwrought Pl'otestant principle, we
would rather say-we turned to an article upon the character of Dr.
PUSEY which appears in one of the periodicals for July. Sad indeed
Considering the shrewdness and
did that article cause us to feel.
general outspokenness of its Editor, we can only Itccount for its appearance upon the ground of its being a piece of that oversight to which
Editors, as well as other men, are liable, they being but poor fallible
creatures, even as others. Considering, however, the widespread influence
of the Magazine in question, and especially in regard to the ministerial
sphere into which it passes, we fear the result of the paper of which we
speak will be painful and disastrous in the extreme. The seed has
2 I 2
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thus been widely sown; the evil fruit it shall bear no human being can
possibly foresee. It will furnish a text and an argument for the young
and indiscriminating which no merely human power will ever be able
to nproot.
Anxious for another's views upon the matter, we handed the Magazine
to a dear brother in the Lord, asking for his opinion, without at the
time expressing onr own. Annexed he gives it :My DEAR FRIEND,-I have finished the prrusal of the article you wished
me to read, with three distinct impressions left on my mind. I give them
on the other side, and I will take upon myself to say that you would sooner
lose your right hand than app1'ovingly admit such an article within the covers
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Affectionately yours,
July 15th, 1884.
WM. S"UNDERS.
1. An apology for the deniers of eternal punishment.
2. Notwithstanding some qualifying words, a distinct plea for the toleration of Puseyistic Romanism.
3. The removal,of the landmarks of distinctive Protestant truth.
P.S.~The finding such an article in a periodical of which Mr. - - is
the Editor, makes one sad.

In conclusion, we add that we most fully endorse the foregoing
statement of our dear and. well-tried friend and brother, and we repeat
the expression of our belief that the article found its way into the
Magazine by an oversight upon the part of its Editor. We hope,
therefore, under the circumstances be will repudiate its appearance,
in order to counteract, in so far as it is possible, its most injuriou~
effects.
THE EDITOR.
[Since the foregoing was written, we have been told by a dear brother and
fellow-labourer in the Lord that, some time ago, he attended a large meeting
in a Baptist Chapel, the pastor of which, speaking of his senior deacon, said
he was a follower of, or attached to, Dr. GILL. To say the least, the qualified
way in which he alluded to that champion of truth led our friend to rise and
vindicate his character, as a master in Israel. The minister, in reply, stated
that he had Dr. GILL and Dr. PUSEY upon the same shelf! Now, we ask, what
may be expected as the natural outcome of such a state of things 1 "Can a
man take fire in his bosom, and not be burned 1" What minister, parent} 0r
teacher can find reasonable' fault with the child who, having an admixture of
truth and error placed in his hands, fails to discriminate between the one and
the other 1 How can such be expected to separate the precious from the vile 1
Upon this principle, what incalculable harm has" Hymns Ancie~t and Modern"
done throughout Christendom! What has familiarized the minds of profes~ed
worshippers with Popish doctrine as this crafty device of the great adversary
has done 1
When a certain Ritualistic clergyman (once celebrated for his Evangelicalism)
was eulogizing the memory of the departed Dr. PUSEY, he said, in the course
of his sermon, that one marked proof of the genuineness of his religion was
that, morning after morning, he rose at a very early hour (live o'clock, if we
mistake not) to "partake of the holy eucharist." Had we been present, we
should at least mentally have asked, "And who required this at his hands 1 "
Oh, reader, may God, of His great mercy, grant that you and ourselves may
.at last be found with our faith fixed upon a better and more durable foundation
.than all such sandy dependencies! May we personally realize the preciousness
of Christ's own words, "Upon this Rock [that is, upon Himself] will I build
My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." No other faith
but this will stand the solemn test that awaits it.-ED.]
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HEART-WORK.
TO THE LATE REV. EDWARD PARSONS, PASTOR OF ZION CHAPEL,
CHICHESTER.
(Concluded from page 434.)

this time I began to mend.
In my love I determined to
lIve better when I got about again, but the Lord showed me I was no
more able to keep myself now than I was before, and that it waR
Himself alone who could and would do all for me. After this I laboured
under great darkness of mind again, and thought it was all a delusion.
I knew not how to look my father in the face, being afraid I had
deceived him, and that I should bring a disgrace on the cause of God.
The Bible was a sealed Book. I could not pray, and if I heard a
word from any of God's children which seemed to comfort me, I was
afraid. In my distress I said, "Lord, suffer me not to deceive Thy
children," and determined to tell my father that all was wrong with me;
but the Lord did not suffer me to do so, and upptied these words
with power to my soul, "I will not quench the smoking flax, nor break
the bruised reed, until I bring forth judgment and mercy." He' was
indeed good to me in all my affliction. No one knew what I suffered but
Himself. Bless His name, He shall have all the glory.
It was during these seasons of trial the Lord saw fit to lay His afflicting
hand on my mother, which occupied my thoughts continually, and I could
pray for nothing else but that He would manifest Himself to her soul
before she died. The week before she died I was so anxious concerning
her, I thought my heart would break, and on the Wednesday evening,
when returning home from chapel, inwardly groaning and crying for her,
suddenly these words came powerfully to my mind, dispelling all my
fears" 'Vait but His appointed time,
And thy suit thou shalt obtain;"
F.'ROM .

•

after which I was enabled to wait for the fulfilment of the same, and am
now sure my dear mother has gone to be with Jesus, through His grace,.
though unbelief at times tries me very hard on this point.
Shortly after my muther's death, God, in His kind providence, brought
you to preach the Gospel at Salem Chapel, London. It was, however, with
feelings of enmity I first went to hear you, earnestly hoping that I might
dislike you, but the Lord so melted my heart towards you that I came
away with much love for you. I could hardly endure the thought of
leaving Mr. FOWLER'S ministry, although I felt no power with the IVord
under him. I was very fond of him, and thought I could not receive
the blessing under any other. Shortly after you entered upon the above
ministry, Mr. FOWLER going into the country for a short time, I
determined to sit under you during his absence, but, upon his return, to
go back again. When the time came, however, it was utterly out of
my power to do RO, and I have reason to bless the dear Saviour for
ever sending you to preach the Gospel in London. Often have I gone
to hear you with my heart full of trouble, and the dear Lord has made
you the instrument of pouring in oil and wine to my wounded soul.
Indeed, I seldom went to heal' you but what I got relieved of some
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trouble, or had some ray of light cast upon my path. I was in hopes
it would always be so; but no, for sometimes .my experience was the
reverse-going to hear you in darkness and misery, and coming away
more miserable than before. . At such times hateful thoughts and base
ingratitude to the dear Saviour-the only Friend that could help mehave so filled my heart that I have cried, "Can ever God dwell here 1"
But God is "too wise to err, and too good to be unkind." ~n His
mercy He showed me that these periods of darkness were to keep my
soul watching and waiting for Him. "Oh, that I knew where I might
find Him! I would come even to His seat," has often been the echo of
my longing heart, and at times I have felt my soul so drawn out to
Jesus, I have been ready to cry, "Give me Christ, or else I die!"
I remember at one time being so sorely tried that I was tempted to give
up all hope. Prayer, reading, and hearing the Word became burdens,
and such feelings of hypocrisy and doubt came into my mind that I
almost concluded God had never begun a work of grace in my soul. I
said with one of old, "Search me, and try me, and know my thoughts,"
for, let it be ever so cutting, I dreaded "a name to live," and be
dead.
I again felt sinking into despair. Indeed, upon a dear friend of mine
saying she hoped to see me in the country the next summer, I said, ., I
am sure you never will, for I shall be in despair before then." She
tried to comfort me, but in vain. On the following clay (Sunday) I
went to chapel, when you took these words as your text, "Therefore
with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvatil)n." It was a
table richly spread with good things, but of which I could not partake.
I cried to the Lord for light, which He was pleased to still withhold,
and I began to think there never was one in such a state before. However, I was IBd to see it was of mercy I was not cut off as a cumberer
of the ground. In the evening I went to hear you again, still full of
trouble, when you preached from, "I will not leave you comfortless;
I will come to you;" and the dear and precious Saviour was pleased,
through that message, to strengthen my feeble hope, and to put base
unbelief to the blush, so that I felt sure I should soon see better days.
When in possession of a sweet hope in Jesus, then I felt to be a
Christian, but, as soon as the Lord withdrew His presence for a time, I
sank again, and felt only a hypocrite, which caused me to feel with
the poet" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be !
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering h6art to Thee.
" Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it,
Seal it from Thy courts above."

The Lord was again pleased to visit me under the preached Word,
when you spoke from the words, "As cold water to a thirsty soul,
so is' good news from a far country" (Prov. xxv. 25} I shall never
forget the time, for 1 was indeed blessed beyond all I had ever hoped
for. I thought I should now be happy all the clays of my life. It
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seemed impossible for me ever to sink so low again; but, alas! after
five days of intense happiness, I lost Him whom my soul loyeth.
This caused me to think I was indeed the worst of sinners, and made
me to wonder at the infinite grace of Jesus in condescending to look
down with mercy upon me, who was so continually straying from
Him, and going in my own ways. The weight of my sins became
intolerable; but, blessed be His most precious name, in His own good
time He lifted the bnrden and enabled me to rejl)ice again in His
love. With much comfort and joy were these promises brought to my
mind-" I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your
joy no man shall take, from you;" "Thy shoes shall be iron and
brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength be." I bellame so grieved
with my doubts and the evil of my heart, that I longed with an
earnest longing to be able to live without committing another sin
against so kind and loving a Saviour as my Jesus, and that He would
keep me at His blessed feet, like Mary of old, and not suffer me to
have such a light and trifling heart, which was always bringing me
into trouble.
Some time ago, it pleased the Lord to again lay His afflicting hand
upon me; and, during my illness, a dreadful darkness came upon my
soul. I was afraid I should die, and go to that place where hop.e can
never come. I longed to see you, but you never came, and Satan
caused me to believe that you thought me a hypocrite, and avoided
me because you did not like to tell me so. But, thanks be to Jesus.
Satan and unbelief did not long prevail. When at my worst, I had
a dream, and thought I was at chapel, when a person came to me and
asked me if I heard Mr. PARSONS' preaching with power. I replied,
"I am afraid not;" when she answered and said how different it
was with her, having been brought out in happy liberty the first time
hearing him. I inquired the text, when she replied, " Thy f;hoes shall
be iron and brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength be." This
reminded me of your sermon, so blessed to my soul, from the words.
"As cold water to .a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country."
This dream, and the reading of some letters you sent me, were the
means of comfort to my distressed soul. You came to see me when
I was getting better; and, after telling you how tried I had been, you
quoted these lines of HART'S" To cause despair's the scope
Of Satan and his powers;
Against hope to believe in hope,
My brethren, must be ours."

You also told' me to press through every press, calling upon Jesus,
and said that, if the dear Lord was pleased to bless without means, it
made it the more manifest it was His own work. I was also troubled
in mind as to whether I had received the atonement, and thought
that, if you were led to use a certain text, I should know I had. The
text was, "They that wait on the Lord .shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as eftgles; they shall run, and not
be weary; they shall walk, and not faint." I dared not tell you this;
bnt oh, the wondrous mercy and love of my God, the next Sunday
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you spoke from the very words! I almost fainted when I heard them,
so marked was the answer which Jesus gave to my desire.
One morning, while sitting at breakfast, in a moment my soul
seemed lifted above, and these words came to me with power, "Rise
up, My love, My fair one, and come away." I became lost to all
around me, and, as soon as possible, left the table, in order to pour
out my soul before the Lord, in joy and sorrow-joy because of His
love, sorrow for my previous doubts.
Once I said to you, "I am sure of better days coming," when you
replied, "Bless the Lord for that. A good hope through grace is
worth a thousand worlds," or words to that effect. Now I know
there is nothing under the sun to be compared to it, unless it is a full
manifestation of God's love to a poor sinner. I said, with Jeremiah,
",Thy words were found, and I did eat them, and they were the joy
and rejoicing of my heart;" and, through grace, "Whom have I in
heaven but Thee 1 and there is none upon earth that I desire beside
Thee."
On Sunday, October 10th, 1830, I went to chapel, when you took
your text from Luke xii. 32-" Fear not, little flock, for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." I do not think I
shall ever forget the sermon, nor the power with which it was applied
to my soul. Through it I now realize my personal interest in the
Lord, and His in me. I was enabled to lay hold on Him by precious
faith, and not let Him go until He blessed me. I now was sure the
dear Lord of life and glory had taken away all my sins and uubelief,
and every bar that stood between God and my soul, and caused me to
feel such love to Him, I knew not how to express it. I was obliged
to stop my mouth, to prevent me from saying those lines of HART's"Oh, come, Thou mU!Jh-expected Guest!
Lord Jesus, quickly come!
Enter the chamber of my breast,
Thyself prepare the room;"

as I felt sure this was indeed "my Beloved and my Friend." I
longed to be gone, and "be with Christ, which is far better," so sweet
and powerful was the presence of my Lord. However, I could not
yet realize God to bfl my Father, bnt this the dear Lord made plain
in His own good time, and enabled me to see Him as my Father and
the Rock of my salvation. My heartfelt experience now is, "He hath
delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from
falling; He hath brought my soul into a wealthy place, and put a
new song into my mouth, even praise to my God."
My dear pastor, in times past I have heard you say you would
gladly go through a fire a mile long if the Saviour bade you come to
Him through it, and wondered then at such an idea, but do not now,
as. He has caused me, to feel such a love for Him as would enable me
to say so too.
I must now bring this letter to a close, having, in a small measure,
attempted to show to you the way in which the dear Lord has been
pleased to lead me to Himself, and to enable me, through His grace,
to realize the presence of Him whom my soul loveth. Many trials,
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doubts, and fears, however, are constantly assailing me, bringing my
soul into deep sorrow; but the dear Lord has sustained me, and
brought me safely through them all until now. I am now waiting,
through the patience of His grace, till He shall call me home to be
with Him, where I shall be like Him, and be enabled to praise Him
as I ought.
May the dear Lord bless you and yours with abundant grace, and
add many precious seals to your ministry, for His dear name's sake,
and may He enable you to remember me in your prayers.
From your affectionate hearer of the Gospel,
February 28th, 1831.
SARAH LANCE.
LEADINGS AND TEAOHINGS.
(Continued ft'om page 423.)

ON the occasion of another visit to my dear mother, I read, and my
'mouth was opened to expound, the \V ord recording the Apostle's
perilous voyage to Rome (Acts xxvii.), when she remarked, "Never
did I ever hear that chapter opened up or expounded in such a way
before;" adding, "and this from my poor OALVIN." But she was not
the one, like others after, to jump at the conclusion I should one day
be called to work in' the Lord's vineyard. No, not she; but, more
,
Mary-like, "ponder these things in her heart."
Again and again all would apparently wear off, and the old adversary,
either from within or without, would make it appear I was the easiest
fool he ever had in his power. He would growl, roar, and gnaw away
at and over the carcase of the Lord's poor helpless sheep j but, somehow or other, he never could manage to devour the whole, but always,
through the watchful care and marvellous mercy of the Great Shepherd.
was obliged to leave a remnant, even the "two legs and a piece of an
ear" (Amos iii. 12), with which, during these years, we were constantly
in the habit of attending the house of God, to hear the preached Word
on Sabbath and week evenings, either from the mouth of Mr. LUCKIN,
Mr. ABRAHAMs, or at Gower Street. But truly more generally at this
time that Scripture was indeed given by inspiration of God for
"reproof and correction." Oh, the arrows of the Almighty that would
at times "stick fast in the heart of the King's enemies," "drinking
np the spirit" of all hope in the mercy of God for such a wretch!
Here is one of them-" Let favour be showed to the wicked, yet will
he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal
unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the Lord" (Isa. xxvi. 10).
Again, whether from God or Satan, I knew not, but I did know,
and believe, he could quote either Scripture or HART'S hymns to suit
his devilish ends and views to worry, perplex, terrify, and confound a
poor awakened sinner. "Thou lust made Me to serve with thy sins"
thou hast wearied Me with thine iniquities" (Isa. xliii. 24). And,
again, "Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings
shall reprove thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing
and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and that My
fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of hosts" (Jer. ii. 19). Also,
"A backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways" (Prov. xiv.
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14); and many similar portions ;so that, at times, turn which way
I would, more or less, the rebukes, chastening, and apparent wrath of
God would follow me. "For Thine arrows did stick fast in me." There
was no soundness in my flesh, neither any rest in my bones, because
of my sin, &c. (Psa. xxxviii.) "Deep called unto deep;" yea, the very
depths of sin called unto the yet greater depths to which the Son of
God must descend for. the everlasting arms to be underneath my poor
soul; for the "noise of Thy waterspouts" would at times fail me to
describe, as wave after wave and billow after billow went over me;
and truly my prayer in sighs and groans went up unto the God of
my life, if ever such a wretch was to be delivered from going down
into the pit of perdition, and where the door of hope is for ever shut
against the weepings, wailings, and gnashings of teeth in eternal
torment.
But soon after these seasons, a word, either from the mouth of one
of the Lord's servants, at Regent Street, City Road (Mr. ABRAHAlIlS),
Mr. LUCKIN, Clerkenwell, or at Gower Street, or, as in a moment, from
within my own soul, quite unlooked for, hope would spring up whilst
communing thus with the Searcher of hearts: "I will say unto God
my Rock, Why hast Thou forgotten me ~ Why go I mourning because
of the oppression of the enemy ~" for "as with a sword [margin,
'killing'] in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; while they say
daily unto me, Where is thy God ~ Why art thou cast down, 0 my
soul ~ . and why art thou disquieted within me ~ Hope thou in God:
for I shall yet praise Him who is the health of my countenance and
my God " (Psa. xlii. 9 -11); and all this alone through the manifest
indwelling of the ever-blessed Spirit, causing the poor soul, with J onah
of old, to look once more towards Thy holy temple (even unto Jesus),
to prove that "salvation is of the Lord."
On one occasion, during these solemn, heart-searching exercises, I
took an omnibus from Bayswater, to do some business in Chancery
Lane, when a circumstance occurred that makes one shudder to record
even unto this day. I rode outside; and, on descending from the
box-seat to the ground, I sprained my ankle. I had just time to pay
my' fare, when I felt a sensation rushing from the foot to my head.
At hand, within three doors of my destination, was a jeweller's shop,
into which I went, seating myself. I asked for a glass of water, but
almost at the same moment fell to the floor. From this time till I
revived, oh, what mere words can convey an idea of the terror and
torment my poor soul went through during this interval of some
twenty minutes ~ The only sense or feeling experienced was a continual fearfully rapid descent through the blackest darkness, down,
down, down a fathomless abyss, expecting every moment" hell to open
hideous to my view," just as dear Mr. HART describes" Pangs of remorse my conscience tore;
Hell op~ned hideous to my view;
And what I only heard before,
I found by sad experience true."
On recovering consciousness, I fouud two doctors had been in attendance,
and one was by my side. Gazing wildly around, I h('ard nothing and
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heeded nothing, the mind being absorbed in realizing the fact-out
of hell, on praying, hoping, seeking ground; and, in this frame of
mind, I was assittel into a cab, and returned home" Oh. what a dismal state was this!
What horrors shook my feeble frame!
But, brethren, surely you can gU!)SS,
For you, perhaps, have felt the same."
As yet I could only endorse the first line following" But oh, the goodness of our Gou !
What pity melts His tender heart !
He saw me weltering in my blood,
And came, and eased me of my smart."
No; for as yet the "vision was for an appointed time." "He saw
me weltering in my blood." But it was now dark, and Jesus was not
come to " ease me of my smart" with "the precious blood of
sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abe!." I not
only saw with the Apostle, but felt "another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin which was in my members," causing the indwelling
Spirit of grace to cry out, "0 wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death ~" (Rom. vii. 23, 24.) The
grace of faith was all this time waiting for the "vision to speak, aud
not lie;" so that, when the set time to favour Zion should come for
"Ohrist to appear without sin unto salvation," .the voice of praise,
honour, glory, and thanksgiving unto God might break forth in
singing unto Him "which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Ohrist." over sin, self, Satan, death, hell, and the grave, and
thus blessedly realize that cluster of precious promises by the mouth
of the inspired Prophet, "0 Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself [truth,
Lord], but in Me is thine help. I will be thy King; where is any
other that may save thee in all thy cities ~ and thy judges of whom
thou saidst, Give me a king and princes ~ I gave thee a king [self]
in Mine anger," also the princes of unbelief and pride, and took both
him and them away in My wrath. The king committed suicide, and
the Oreb of unbelief was slain by the rock; and the Zeeb of pride
in the "Winepress of the wrath of Almighty God, when our adorable
Immanuel, Jesus, trod it alone, and of the people there was none with
Him.
Yes, "the iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is hid;" a
truth Job (xiv. 17) endorsed in his day, "My transgression is sealed
'up in a bag, and Thou sewest up mine iniquity." But" the s'orrows
of a travailing woman shall come upon him" (and so Job, Ephraim,
and OALVIN MARTIN found it). "He is an unwise son; for he should
not stay long [margin, 'a time'] in the place of the breaking forth
of children. I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I
will redeem. them from death; 0 death, I will be thy plagues; 0
grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from Mine
eyes" (Hosea xiii. 13, 14); which my poor soul has since understood
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to mean, God would never repent of His determination of ransoming
and redeeming His people.
It was now the two discourses, or rather texts, of those d~arIy
beloved servants of God, :1\1r. WEST and Mr. VINALL, Sen., were being
opened up experimentally to my soul, the fulfilment of which I now
truly felt my need. I was at this time specially led to dwell upon
the "future tense" in these gracious, soul-comforting, spirit-sustaining,
precious promises, as sealed home at the time of delivery with so
much dew, unction, and power, lJOW to be found as "bread cast upon
the waters after many days." "It shall come to pass," &c.; "He will
plead my cause;" "He will bring me forth to the light," &c. ; "I shall
behold His righteousness," &c., were at times the staff and stay of my
poor soul from sinking into despair j for, like the Psalmist" "I had
fainted unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living j" whereby I was cheered with a ray of hope from
time to time by the exhortation to "wait on the Lord; be of good
courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart j wait, I say, on. the
Lord." And, again, as adtlressed in Psalm xxxi. 24, to "all that hope
in the Lord" and in His mercy.
But, notwithstanding all, some very important and truly profitable
spiritual lessons w('re being painfully learned, not in J esu College,
Cambridge, but in Christ's school of suffering for sin in the flesh,
ultimately bringing me experimentally to understand the Apostle's words,
"Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we
which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh j" so I
saw that death and life were working simultaneously together (2 Cor.
iv. 10-12). "For which cause we faint not j but though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day."
But oh,
what a flesh-crucifying. soul-humbling, spirit-crushing furnace was tbis
to pass through-that not only do "we groan within ourselves whilst
waiting for the Spirit qf adoption," as well as for the mercy of God, but
the Holy Spirit also helpeth our infirmities, for we at this time truly
"knew not what we should pray for as we ought," but our mercy was and
is, "the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. And He that searcheth the hearts lmowcth what is
the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints
according to the will of God " (Rom. viii. 26, 27).
During these eight years the Apostle's perilous voyage to Rome (Acts
xxvii.) threw much light on the dark surroundings with which the poor
vessel of mercy was often tempest-tossed, both from within as well as
from without j and how much "tackling" had to be thrown overboard
with one's "own hands." But the "treasure" was "kept by the power
of God through faith [though but as a grain of mustard seed] unto
salvation, ready to be .revealed in the last time" of every extremity.
The spiritual anchor and anchorage were good. "Hope thou in God, for
I shall yet praise Him who is the health of my countenance and my
God," whose promises are all yea and amen in Christ. Head knowledge,
even in sound doctrines alone, only puffeth up j but love edifieth, without which, "if any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth
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nothing yet as he ought to know." Faith, working by love, as wrought
in the heart by the indwelling Spirit, will alone stand the test of the" fire
that is to try every man's work, of what sort it is." "The fining pot
is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the Lord trieth the hearts"
(Prov. xvii. 3).
During these years I proved there was nothing better than to be
instant in season as well as out of season, in attendance on the preached
Word, though, as already stated, for the most part, I heard either for
reproof, correction, or condemnation; and well it might be so, for
during the week it would be truly, with Peter, a denying the Lord,
alas! alas! too often in life, lip, and conversation; yet, on the other
hand, Peter-like, following afar off, must enter into the courthouse or
high priest's palace, to see how matters would go with his Lord; but
only to meet with that look of love, tender compassion, and pity, as
to completely break him down. And so we often found it" Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves the heart of stone."
All attempts at secular employment or occupation proved would
have been better left alone. Trade or profession I knew none, having
been placed in a mercantile house in the Oity when very young, which
failed, like many others, when the nation paid the £20,000,000 for
the sudden and immediate abolition of slavery.
(To be cfJntinued.)

GOD IN THE MIDST OF HIS PEOPLE.
No one can carefully read the Holy Scriptures without being struck
by the marvellous statements concerning God's love to His children,
especially when we think of Qur unworthiness and ingratitude; and
. they should cause each one of the Lord's regenerated people to say,
with the Psalmist, "\Vho am I, and what is my father's house, that
Thou shouldst have brought me hitherto ~ "
"Yes, Thy compassions, Lord,
To endless years endure;
And children's children ever find
Thy Word of promise sure."
In the third chapter of Zephaniah, and seventeenth verse, we read one
Df these wonderful expressions of God's care and delight in His people
-" The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He will
1-ejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love; He will joy over thee
with singing." God here declares Himself to everyone of His people
as "the Lord thy God." This is the great distinction between believers
and worldly men. Believers can not only say that He is their God,
but, strange to say, He is not ashamed or unwilling to acknowledge
the great fact. "Surely they are My people." "They shall be Mine
in the day that I make up My jewels."
What a mercy, believer, that none can take you away from Him,
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for in His everlasting arms He holds you tightly! Yes, it is not
your grasp of Him that saves you, but the everlasting love b~ which
He has drawn you to Himself" Weak as you are, you shall not faint,
Or, fainting, shall not die;
Jesus, the strength of every saint,
Will aid you from on high."

Believers remember that once they served other gods. So the prophet
spake (Isa. xxv~. 13)-" 0 Lord our God, other lords beside Theev\J.ave
had dominion over us; but by Thee only will we make mention of
Thy name." It was a time that we cannot look back upon with
pleasure, for, as Paul writes, "What fruit had ye in those things whereof
ye are now ashamed ~ " Yet, blessed be His name, we can look back
and remember the marvellous grace that came to us when we were
cast out in our blood, and saved and healed us. As JOHN NEWTON
could never forget that he was once a slave in dark Africa, so the
child of God remembers the bondage of sin and the hole of the pit
from which he was dug. He can sing with GADSBY" 'Twas grace that quickened me when dead,
'Twas grace my soul to J eSllS led."

No unconverted person has the Lord for his God. As Paul writes,
"For we ourselves were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and
hating one another." N 0 " The heart unchanged can never rise
To happiness and God."

But, when regenerated, God is the God of His people's understandings
and affections. They do not serve Him as slaves. God would not
receive such service. He says, "My son, give Me thine heart;" and He
gives them "a blessed hope which maketh not ashamed, because the
love of God is shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost given
unto them; for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness." (':rOd
is worthy of our love, and sometimes we can sing" Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small ;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my life, my soul, my all."

God's children believe in Him as their God. Faith is one of the
great characteristics of the Lord's people; so Paul writes, "Ye are all
the children of God, by faith in Ohrist Jesus. Without faith it is
impossible to please God." It is true that sometimes it would appear
as if they had none, so weak is it. "0 thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt ~" has to be said by the Lord to each one of His
children, for, alas! they are apt to look at the things temporal rather
than the things eternal.
~ --:;:-. riD£.8.8
The people of God worship Him as God. His worship differs
from all false gods.
He must be worshipped "in spirit and in
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truth," for He reads the thoughts of the heart, and none but spiritual
worship is acceptable in His sight. God forbid that of any of us He
should say, "This people draweth near to Me with their lips, while
their hearts are far from Me." They submit to Him in all things.
As J ames says, "Submit yourselves therefore to God." It is true that
they often manifest rebellious spirits t'o His providence. The carnal
nature within them, which is "enmity against God," frequently causes
them to have hard thoughts of Him; but, as dear NEWTON says" They often murmured by the way,
And judged the Lord by sight,
But were compelled at length to say,
The Lord had led them right."

'Then they fall down before Him, and confess their ignorance and ingratitude, and cry out, "Not my will, but Thine be done."
We observe, in the next place, that God is in the midst of His
people. So we read (Psa. xlvi. 5), "God is in the midst of her; she
shall not be moved; God shall help her, and that right early." Do
we ever comprehend and realize this great truth-the glorious Jehovah,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-He who is above all created power-in
our midst ~ Oh, what reverence, love, and gratitude this thought
should produce in our hearts! He who is so great that the heavens
cannot contain Him, is never so pleased as when He is in the midst
of His children, and they are gathered round His gracious throne to
worship and adore.
The Lord is in the midst of His people to subdue their spiritual
enemies-" The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of
Zion; rule Thou in the midst of Thine enemies" (Psa. ex. 2). Oh,
brethren, these foes are legion, and nothing but divine PQwer can overcome them! But" greater is He that is for us than all that can be
against us;" and so we shall be more than conquerors, through Him
who hath loved us" Strong to defend, though hell engage.
And all its hosts inflamed with rage;
Not more secure J ehovah's throne.
Than Zion stands on Ohrist His 8on."

God IS In the midst of His people to purge them from their sins.
We need constant chastening and washing; so the Psalmist cries, "Purge
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow!" Oh, how often we need to put up this prayer when
sin defiles our conscience, and the presence of God's loving-kindness
has departed from us! Then He is in our midst to purge us from our
uncleanness, and give us the "peace which passeth all understanding."
And how graciously He enforces obedience to Himself by His constraining love! No slavish service will do for Jehovah. He must
have the heart or none.
Brethren, are we of that happy number whose hearts the Lord hath
touched? Heart-religion is the only true religion before God. We
must have something of the spirit of the Psalmist, who said, "I
delight to do Thy will, oh, my God, for Thy law is within my
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heart." It is the presence of our Lord in the midst of His people
which alone can make His service their delight. It is, indeed, poor
work without His love.
r pity from my very heart those mere professors who serve Christ
outwardly, but who have never felt a spark of His love within them.
They neither enjoy this world, nor have hope of the world to come.
Oh, brethren, let us make our calling and election sure! Paul tells us
that, without charity, or love, we are but sounding brass, or a tinkling
cymbal. Covet, then, this best gift, which only Christ can giv~"'Tis love that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move;
The devils know, and tremble too,
But Satan cannot love."
God is in the midst of His people in the Person and work of His
Son. There is no one in whom He is well-pleased but Jesus Christ,
His unspeakable gift; and His people are only acceptable because of
their union to this divine Saviour. The Person and work of Christ
are the very foundation of all their hopes and blessedness. God says
in their midst, again and again, "This is My beloved Son, in whom r
am well-pleased." See what He has suffered for you, loving you to
the death! Ye are perfect in Him, the "Beloved. His blood has
cleansed and His righteousness justified you" Oh, what a Friend is Christ to me,
No mortal tongue can tell !
lIe died, lIe rose, lIe set nle free
From Moses, wrath, and hell."
Without Christ's atonement, God could not dwell in the midst of
His people; and only as they realize and receive it into their hearts,
can they feel and enjoy the presence of God.
Our text tells us that He is a mighty God amongst His people.
His power is infinite. Who can successfully resist Him 1 He is
mighty to help His people in all their emergencies; so He says, "0
Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in Me is Thy help."
Our
l1elp is indeed in the Lord, for, "when the enemy cometh in like a
flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard" for us; and
this precious truth should be our comfort and stay in this uncertain life,
where we are subject to those sudden storms which, without God's
help, would make wrecks of us all. Let us not be afraid of evil
tidings, "having our hearts fixed, trusting in the Lord God."
He is mighty amongst His people to defend them from all danger.
Ah! yes, there is danger at all times-in the treacherous calm, as well
as the stormy wind. Brethren, we are only safe while God is in our
midst., holding us up, and defending us at all times. None can hurt
us if He be on our side. Child of God, rejoice in the Lord as thy
shield; for, "as the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so is the
Lord round about His people"" On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou mayst smile at all thy foes."
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God exhibits His power amongst His people at all times, so He
says, "Lest any hurt thee, I will keep thee night and day." He will
not only defend, but He will attack, and put to flight His people's
enemies.
He did not wait for Sennacherib's army to attack Jerusalem, but,
before they could reach the place, He commanded the angel of death
to smite them. When Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, the night
before his intended execution, the angel of the Lord came and rescued
him from the grip of Herod. "I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee,'" are the golden words which believers should hang around their
necks to comfort and strengthen them in every time of danger and
trouble. At such times God is peculiarly near to and amongst His
people.
His presence saves t.hem not only from perdition, but from sentiments and practices which lead thereto. Self-destruction becomes
powerless as they remember they are not their own, but bought with
a price, and therefore should glorify God in their bodies and spirits,
which are His. 'Worldly and unregenerate men say in their hearts,
if not with their lips, " We are our own. Who is Lord over us 1" God
saves His people from this great sin, and makes them live to His praise.
They acknowledge Him as their Lord and Master, and so, yielding
themselves up to God, they bring forth the fruits of His Spirit, and
thus go from strength to strength, till they appear before God in the
heavenly Zion.
His presence saves them also from the world in which they live.
" If ye were of the world," said our blessed Lord, "the world would
love its own; but because ye are not of the world, therefore the world
hateth you." And, as Paul writes, " They that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution;" for to be the friend of the world is
to be the enemy of Christ. We know not which is to be feared mostthe world's enmity, or ~ts seducing pretences. The saint flies to God
for help when persecuted, and finds in faith the victory which overcometh the world. But, when the world smiles upon him, he finds it I
hard to believe that it is as wicked as God's Word says it is. It is,
therefore, necessary that God should dwell in the midst of His people,
reviving and strengthening their faith, so that they are enabled to
look not at the things which are seen and temporal, but rather at the
things 'which are unseen and eternal.
The presence of God in the midst of His people defends them also
from the great adversary of God and man. We know that he "goeth
about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour." vVe have,
however, a gracious promise, that, if we "resist the devil, he will flee
from us." And, brethren, I know no better method of doing this than
by following the example of our dear Lord, saying, "It is written."
God's Word is the sword of the Spirit, and never fails to put to the
rout this arch-deceiver. Armed with this we may fearlessly say, "Get
thee behind me, Satan', for thou savourest not the things which are of
God, but of men."
.
From our natural and inbred ignorance also God's presence saves us.
Our ignorance is profound. It may well be termed" darkness." It is
also obstinate and waywafEJ.. And so the Lord has to teach us "line
2 K
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upon line, precept upon precept; here a little, and there a little."
Wondrous indeed is God's patience! Who would have borne with us
as He 1 Oh, brethren, how ashamed we feel, in looking back for many
years, as some of us can, and seeing what little progress we have made
in the school of Christ ! Was there ever such a Teacher 1 Were there
ever such unteachable scholars 1
Another evil which God's presence is intended to deliver His people
from is, the self-delusion of hypocrisy. As the Apostle writes, "Wherefore,
laying aside all hypocrisies, as new-born babes desire the sincere milk
of the Word, that ye may grow thereby." Nothing will keep the saints
from hypocrisy save the presence of God. He is so real, being truth
itself. He sheds His light upon our spirits, and shows us ourselves,
and so leads us to seek more and more of His divine likeness, and
so enables the child of God to say with Peter, "Lord, Thou knowest
all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee."
And, lastly, God's presence in the midst of His people is to save
and guide them into everlasting happiness. So the Psalmist sings,
"Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to
glory."
Ah! brethren, we shall tread the world beneath our feet just in proportion as we fix our thoughts and hearts upon the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus! We want more of the stranger's and pilgrim's spirit
about us, so that we may continually say, " 'Ne seek a city which hath
foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God." I fear we do not long
as we ought for the glory which shall be revealed. JOR:\' ~EWT(l:\
well describes the effect of such a meditation" Thus when the Christian pilgrim views,
By faith, his mansion in the skies,
The sight his fainting strength renews,
And wings his speed to reach the skies."
The most remarkable part of our text is that which says, " God will
rejoice over His people with singing." Not only can they sing, "The
Lord our God," and rejoice in His dwelling amongst His people, but,
stranger far, God Himself rejoices over His own people with singing!
We know that singing is the expression of joy; so the Apostle writes,
"Is any merry 1 let him sing psalms;" and thus God expresses in
human language His joy by singing over believers. His own happiness
seems to arise out of His people's prosperity. Surely this is an indisputable -evidence that all His children shall be finally saYed. He delights
in tpe welfare of His people.
Where is the human father who does not rejoice over the welfare
of his children 1 But, in this sinful world, God's children are often in
sorrow and difficulty. And to whom do earthly children run when they
are sorrowful or hurt ~ Why, to their father or mother; and so God
says, "As one whom his mothpr comforteth, so will I comfort you."
Ah! yes, many a time has the little one's tears been wiped away,
and sung to sleep and rest by the mother's tender love and song. So
is it with God's children. They run to Him with tears in their eyes
and sorrow in their hearts; and He takes them in His arms, wipes away
their,tears, and rejoices over them with singing. In the thirty-second
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Qf Jeremiah, forty-first verse, we read, "Yea, I will rejOICe over them
to do them good; and I will plant them in this land assuredly with
My whole heart and with My whole soul." God never does anything
by halves, for His work is perfect.
'
God's joy in His people is the spring of their strength in Him.
"Then said he unto them, Go your way, eat the fat and drink the
sweet,and send portions to them for whom nothing is prepared; for
this day is holy unto our Lord; neither be ye sorry, for the joy of
the Lord is your strength" (Neh. viii. 10).
Oh, brethren, if we rejoiced in the Lord as He rejoices over us,
what different people we should be! How strong! how contented!
Have you never observed, when you have been somewhat dull and
<last down, how the unexpected visit of a cheerful, joyous friend will
change your gloom and care into cheerfulness and hope 1 So is it in
an infinite sense when the presence of Christ is felt in our hearts.
His joy creates our joy; the dark clouds of care and sorrow are dispelled;
and we can say with the Church of old, "Or ever I was aware, my
soul was like the chariots of Amminadib." Our hearts become enlarged,
and we no longer creep and crawl, but run in the way of His commandments. Oh, for more joy of the Lord" Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take;
Loud to the praise of love divine
Bid every string awake."

We observe, in the next place, that God's rest is with His people"He will rest in His love."
Dear reader, I know not how you feel, but I find this subject too
vast and wondrous for human thought to reach. If God had not spoken
these words, man would never have dared to think or utter them.
Again we read, "For the Lord hath loved Zion; He hath desired it
for His habitation. This is My rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I
have desired it." Thus God speaks of the Church generally as His
['est for ever-in the midst of His family, His children. 'Wondrous
love, to rest among such unworthy beings! And, to show that it is
His rest for ever, we know that there never has been a time when
there was not a Church upon earth; and, whether many or few were
its members, there the presence of God abode. He rested in His love,
like the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night" Hither, then, your music bring;
Strike aloud each cheerful string;
Saints below and saints above,
Join to praise redeeming love."

Then the Lord rests also in the heart of each member of His Church
particularly. "Know ye not," said the Apostle Paul, "that ye are the
temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you 1" (1 Cor.
iii. 16.) This is a marvellous thought. It would be a fearful fact, if
it were not that He rests in His love. Brethren, we should be burned
up, for our God, out of Christ, is a consuming fire. Accepted in Christ,
God is love, dwelling in and resting in us in that precious love. True
2 le 2

500

Tile GosjJd M agazinc.

religion is' a personal thing. The kingdom of God IS within us, or
it is nowhere for our salvation.
My dear reader, do you know anything of this indwelling love 1
"Thus saith the high and lofty One inhabiting eternity, To this man
will I look, and with him will I dwell, who is of a humble and contrite
spirit, and that trembleth at My word." The Lord Jesus said, "Behold
I stand at the door and knock; if any man hear My voice, and open to
Me, I will come in and sup with him. and he with Me."
In conclusion, what a blessed thought, "The Lord is my God, and
He will remain mine for ever. And, though I may be surrounded by
fmemies, He is the mighty God, able and willing to subdue them all."
Yea, His might is in the midst of His people, taking joy and delight
in doing them good, and that His rest is with and in them! Where
are there any people but the Lord's family, who can say as much as
this ~
" Saviour. if of Zion's city
I, through grace. a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Thy name.
" Fading is the worldling's pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure,
None bue Zion's children know."

E. W.

HYMNS..

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-What a desire there is on the part of some
of God's people to have everything cut to one pattern! Your welltaught correspondent, "MARY," of Leicester, wishes to rule in this
particular. It is a good pattern, I admit, but don't see the wisdom
of putting the hymn people out of court. "Everyone in their own
order" is a wise verdict. Nine-tenths of my prayers are embodied in
a hymn; and I should be deprived of this aspiration if I am to be
deprived of this vehicle, which is supplied me by the Lord of hosts.
Mark says, before our Lord went to the garden they sang a hymn
(it doesn't say they read a chapter), and the Church was to exercise
themselves in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs.
GADSBY did the Church a {:;reat service by writing and publishing
that grand shilling's-worth, the lives of those penmen who were
giants in their day, notwithstanding they are put on this low form by
., MARY," such as HART, TOPLADY. NEWTON, DR. IVATIS, COWPER,
IRONS, and a great host. "MARY" knows the Scriptures well; but I
dispute the point with her, that loving hymns is the cause of doubting
and want of establishment.
The glorious theme, U rim and Thummim-light and perfection-l
should have thought, when "MARY" was contemplating it, it would
so have absorbed her thoughts that those people on the lower forms
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would have been lost sight of by her. Job's pious Arminian friends
thought they could teach him, but he showed them he was not inferior
to them; and at last the Lord ended the controversy by making them
come to him for a blessing.
I heard a sermon last Sunday from the text, "The eternal God is
t)ly refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms." Those words
of Dr. WATTS struck me" The arms of everlasting love
Beneath my soul He placed,
And on the Rock of Ages set
My slippery footsteps fast."
Apologising for troubling you with this,
I remain, yours faithfully,
Gravesend, July 15th, 1884.
ISAAC PaLING.
L'Ne were glad to see our old friend's handwriting once more. It
is so long since we last heard from him that we had come to the
conclusion he had been called home! With regard to our correspondent,
"M~Y," of Leicester, did she and ISAAC PULING meet, they would soon
discover that each was taught by the same Spirit, had the same spiritual
appetite, were made to hunger and thirst after precisely the same Gospel
fare, the bread and water of life. In writing, there may seem a little
difference of opinion; but a few words face to face, and in that sweet
fellowship of saints (which, alas! is so lacking in these last days), a
perfect understanding would quickly be realized, the "one Lord, the
one faith, the one baptism," being the all-engrossing, all-absorbing
theme.
With regard to hymns, or the sweet songs of Zion, we are quite' one
with our aged friend. We have personally known, times without number,
not merely the verse of a hymn, but even the remembrance of some
old and familiar tune, instrumentally to bring comfort and relief as
in a moment. The soul has instantaneously been brought under a rich
J:Lnd savoury bedewing, leading up the heart and mind in sweet and
precious hope and trust upon the adorable Person and finished work
of a precious Ohrist.
With respect to the work of which our correspondent speaks, GADSBY'S
"Hymn 'Writers," we have personally, again and again, revelled in its
pages. It is, without do'ubt, a most interesting, and calculated to be
au equally profitable and encouraging, book.-ED.]

OHRISTIAN SOLDIERS' OOURAGE.-OromwelI's Ironsides were men that
had the fear of God before them and made some conscience of what
they did. They were always victorious. They went into battle praying and singing Psalms. Their watchword was, "The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is our Refuge." Every soldier had his
pocket Bible of select texts for soldiers, and the soul of many a godly
man was fed, strengthened, and encouraged by the Word of God.
May we in our daily warfare experience like refreshments through
a spiritual intercourse with Ohrist in the Scriptures of truth.

The Gospel Magazine.
COMPARING

OTES ; OR, EDITORS COMMUNING.

To the Editm' of the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED BROTHER,-On Saturday, the Lord mercifully raised my
mind above all my difficulties, enabling me to write some verses in
the shape of rhyme, commencing, "I have no money and no care."
I was in the act of transcribing a letter, written by a dear old friend
of mine, in the best sense and in the highest relationship, by the name
of EARwAKER, a "widow indeed," in which she quoted the following
portion-" Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be added unto you." This portion was given her
of the Lord many years ago, and, as it was a portion which the Lord
has more than once spoken to me, it sparkled specially in my eyes
as I wrote it; and, just as I had written it, I threw open my Bible
to refer to another portion which she quoted, when, 10 and behold,
what should I see staring me in the face but the very words that I had
just written-CC Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you," which made me
at once write, "I have no money and no care."
But, alas! I had no sooner left the pulpit on Sunday night than I was
weighted down with care. Oh, such care, my brother, such care! The
Lord and my own heart only know how much care! I often feel that
the Lord has not such another unbelieving wretch of a child in the
whole range of creation as myself; so that, whilst I stand up in the
pulpit, telling His people what a gracious and faithful God He has ever
proved Himself to be, there am I no sooner out of the pulpit than I
begin to doubt and to fear reaardinao many things, and I often grow
as peevish and fretful as ever Jonah did when he told the Lord that
he did well to be angry. Angry indeed!
Oh, my brother, what a long-suffering (1) God is the God of J onah,
and the God of A. WILCOCKSON! and, if the Lord were to hate him
half as much as man hates him, or as he hates himself, He would
never smile upon him again, or say half a pleasant word to him. But
He seeth not as man seeth. Bless His name, He sees a beauty and
a glory in us that none beside can see; and, though we are as black
as the devil, and deserve the hottest place in hell for our rebellion
against so good, so gracious, so merciful, and so long-suffering a God,
He whispers in the ear of our heart, "Since thou wast precious in
My sight thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee." " Tholl
art all fair, My love; there is no spot in thee." "0 My dove, in the
clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, let Me see thy
countenance, let Me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy
countenance is comely" (2). Oh, beloved, beloved, how good a God He
is to us!
When at Owlsbury, Uckfield, during my last visit to the south, I
was one day very Iow in mind regarding temporal supplies, and had
written a letter to my wife-if it might with propriety be called a.
letter-at the bottom of which I went so far as to say" He who hath made my heaven secure,
Will here all good provide."
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I then went upstairs into a room where my friend keeps her books,
wishing to pick out a small one, to carry in my pocket to the town, that
I might read it on the way, and my hand alighted upon a little one in
paper covers, which I immediately opened to see the kind of book I
had, when the very first lines which met my astonished gaze were" He who hath made my heaven secure,
Will h~re all good provide" (3).

'What, my brother, could have been more corroborative to my soul
that He still cared for me than this? Surely, it was as clearly of
the Lord as though I had heard an audible voice saying, "My son,
, your good and My glory together are tied,' and you have no
need whatever to be cast down regarding time supplies. I have made
your heaven secure; and, if I have done that, the greatest of all
things that can possibly be done, surely you may well leave in My
hands the small matters relating to the wilderness journey" (4).
vVeIl, my brother, I could then leave myself, and my little everything, with Him, with a full confidence that He could not deny
Himself in me, His child.
I thank you also very much for the feeling interest that you take
in my namesake son, and hope-heartily hope-that you may prove a
trne prophet regarding him. At present, however, there is not t~e
least possible sign of grace in his heart. That he has been agalll
and again-dozens of times-the subject of God's providential care
I can most truthfully aver, and hitherto the Lord has preserved him
in most marked ways; and one portion that the Lord gave me for
him, when a heavy coal-cart ran over both of his thighs, without
breaking the skin, or causing the least bruise, I can never real1y give'
up, which was this, "Who keepeth the feet of His saints" (5). This
has formed a strong anchor of hope scores of times. Often and often
had I consoled myself with the thought that his case was not nearly
so bad as the one we read of in the Scriptures, wherein it says, "For
ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water," for he had
never fallen into either of these destructive elements; but one day he
fell backward into the kitchen fire, yet he received no harm, as he was
immediately rescued from it. Another day, he was hurrying upstairs,
with his violin in his hand, and, just as he reached the first landing,
he fell in a fit backward to the bottom, but sustained no hurt. At
another time-the worst of all to me-he was tftken in a fit in chapel,
just before the service on a Thursday night, and continued in it
violently until a quarter past eight o'clock, when he was carried in~o
a cab and taken home, and not uutil eleven o'clock did he regam
consciousness. Of course the service was entirely put on one side.
Oh, what·a time of trouble was that to me! My brother, I cannot
tell you the heart-anguish that I endured that night. It appeared
perfectly impossible that he could ever survive it. His distorted face
was frightful to behold. I could not bear to look at him. In and out
of the chapel I walked, through and through the streets I roamed, like
one distracted, inwardly crying to my God, with the devil roaring
most furiously. Deep did indeed call unto deep; and I could well
enter into LUTHER's feelings when he exclaimed, "My God, art Thou
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dead 1" for it appeared to me that He cared nothing at all for me.
Well was it that my wife, his poor mother, was nerved for the severe
ordeal in a most special manner by her God, for she was almost as
calm as a summer's eve, aud never left him a moment. Indeed, the
Lord dealt very mercifully with her on the occasion. Never, never
may I be called upon to witness such a sight again, and never may
the Lord allow the devil to drive me again with such fury! I thought
I should never lift up my head again, never smile again, never speak
cheerfully any more (6). But oh, my brother, here I am now, recording
His praise, and saying" I know, in all that has befell,
My Jesus has done all things well."
What you say in yours of to-day regarding evincing' anxiety for
our children I know is quite true-I mean, concerning their soul's everlasting well-being. How I pray-when enabled-and watch, pray and
watch! But, alas! with all my praying and watching, no, no signs
of grace are visible! My heart feels sometimes as though it would
break when I look upon my own dear children, and think of God
denouncing them as not His, as not loved and chosen, redeemed and
quickened. As you say, it is a "tremendous alternative!" We know
that He will have ail His own, but we cannot rest here, as some affect
to do, for we want-oh, so much I-our own to form a part of His own,
do we not, my brother 1 Wakeful, watchful, tearful hours indeed
do they cause us, and we cannot help it'. No, we cannot help it. Let
high-doctrinal, letter-notional professors be cold, callous, and indifferent
if they can; but be it ours, my brother, to give the Lord no rest
regarding our beloved children until He assures us of their safety by
saying, "Be it unto thee even as thou wilt." We believe, thoroughly
believe, in God-indited prayer; and we believe, moreover, that" Prayer's a weapon for the feeble; (7)
Weakest souls can wield it best."
Lately, I have been reading several of your blessed pieces in old
volumes of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which were written in your training
college, or school of affliction, with sweet power and preciousness, in
Ireland. Oh, that Ireland! (8) Of it you can well say, with Samson,
"Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth
sweetness." Of whatever nature"Affliction makes us see
What else would 'scape our sight;
How very vile and dull are we!
And God, how pure and white !,"

., ,

But I must stay my pen. With our united best love in the Beloved
to both yourself and your dear partner in life,
Believe me, as ever, affectionately yours,
Hull, June 3rd, 1884.
ARTRuR WILCOCKSON.
1. .A.h! brother, "long-suffering" indeed! The longer we live the more
astounded we are in the contemplation of that long-suffering. His patience
and His forbearance amaze us yet more and more. Our personal fears, mis.
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trust, and misglvmg, in regard to the mere momentary future, and the wind.
up of our little earthly career, cause us an amount of shame and selfreproach that, by contrast, places us, in our own view, in a light far, far
baser than the vilest and most degraded sinner upon earth. When one thinks
of the love, the mercy, the bounty, the goodness, the compassion, the
tenderness, the sympathy of which one has been so many, many years the
recipient, and yot, in the face of all, to doubt· and to fear about the littlethe extremely little-that remains to be accomplished, oh, it is base and
black indeed! Oh, does it not cause one to sing with greater vehemence
than ever" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be" 1
2. And, dear brother, does not the adverse and the contrary feeling, in
and by the Spirit's precious power, serve to brin~ out the opposite-the
workings of the new and the better life-in the more striking contrast 1
After going down into the depths-the darkness and the deathliness of death
-death to hopes, to joys, to peace-after ranging round and about the
gloomy regions of self and the creature-after being, as it were, "twice dead
and plucked up by the roots "-no feeling, no sensation, no hunger and thirst
spiritually, but only a miserable blank, a wretched deadness, a darkness
that may be felt indeed. But oh, the gentle touch of His hand! The
whisper, "Fear not!" The tender, loving persuasion, "It is I; be not
afraid! " Oh, how sweet! How soothing! How fear-assuaging! How
Christ-endearing! How God-exalting! As hard as a flint a moment beforeyea, ~oth callous and careless-but ah! what a change, in the twinkling of
an eye, when "He puts in His hand by the hole of the door, and the
bowels are moved for Him"! Ah! what a rising up then to "open to the
Beloved; the hands dropping with myrrh, and the fingers with sweet.smelling
myrrh, upon the handles of the lock." What volumes are opened, as in a
moment! What an insight into the nature and operations of grace! and
what an unfolding of the love, and the tenderness, and the sympathy of
the God of all grace! Is it not worth going down into the depths and the
dr.eariness and the darkness, in order to realize it, in all its freshness,
preciousness, and power 1
•
3. Ah! to be sure. Don't you remember, dear brother, what blessed
Dr. HAWKER used to say-" What! provide an inheritance, and not mark out
the every step and stage thitherward 1" Undoubtedly He has. We have
often looked from our chamber-window of a winter's morning, and, as we
have· noted the footprints on the far-spread snow, we have thought, "In
like manner has our blessed Lord and Master left His footprints for our
guidance and support all through the otherwise seemingly trackless path of the
wilderness-yea, to the very gates of the New Jerusalem!"
How well do we remember, nearly forty years ago, our mutual friend, dear
ARTHUR TRIGGS, saying, "The path seems crooked enough now, but, by-andbye, it
appear straight as 3n arrow!" Ah! yes, dear tried brother,
whatever may be our present feelings and fears, as verily as the Lord J ehovah
liveth, all will at length issue in the universal and unexceptionable testi.
mony, "He hath done ALL things well." We shall then see and say, "He
has l\ld us forth by the right way, that we might go to a city of habitation." Neither a crook nor a cross but what was absolutely required. Not
a twist nor a turn in the road but what was right. Not an ache nor a pain
but was indispensable" All was most neeOful,
Not one was in vain."
Oh, for faith to grasp it now, on the way, and not merely at the end of it!
4. With respect to waiting upon the Lord, and seeking to leave all things
in His hand, we are increasingly rooted and grounded in a belief of this
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fact, that the more we do so, the more we glorify Him. Most thoroughly
convinced we are that the more minute or the apparently more trifling the
matter we carry to the throne of grace, the more we honour Him; and
why 1 Because, in so doing, on the one hand, we practically acknowledge
our own peraonal weaknesa and ignorance; and, on the other hand, by
resorting to the footstool of mercy, we practically express our belief in the
omniscience, as well as in the omnipotence, of J ehovah. We thus prove
our confidence in the word that "not a sparrow falleth to the ground
without His knowledge," and that "the very hairs of our head are all
numbered." Oh, how blessed it is, dear brother, when we feel it in our
hearts to flee to Jeaus, in regard to each and every matter, trivial as it may
be, and seemingly so beneath and so unworthy of His notice; but how
sweet and how satisfactory when, in spite of these scruples and suggestions,
we are enabled to betake ourselves to Him, and to "cast all our care upon
Him"! How blessedly, as a result in so doip.g, we have had precioua and
most demonstrative and undoubted proof that "He careth for us." Oh,
would to God that we could daily, hourly, momentarily live and act upon
this divine and God-honouring principle, thus and thus to realize the
blessedness of the fact, "Ye shall not need to fight in this battle. Stand
ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord." "The battle is not yours, but
God's." "The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace."
Blessed be His great and ever-adorable name, these are precious verities,
realized and confirmed and ratified in the rich experiencE! of His tried, His
s~n·burdened and Satan-harassed ones. And who, dear brother, has proved
this more fully and blessedly than yourself 1
5. "Who keepeth the feet of His saints." As we have elsewhere expressed
it, this precious portion has been for a long season so uppermost upon the
mind; and we have seen, in connection therewith, as we lave been led to
retrace the pathway, how marvellously it has been verified in one's own
experience. As we have looked at certain spots, and contemplated past
desires and efforts and endeavours, how havd we discovered the Lord's marvellously preventing and preserving hand, in frustrating our plans, defeating
our purposes, and interposing and interrupting between the promptings of
the hea1·t and the plantings of the feet! But for that interception-had the
one been permitted to follow the other-had the combination been allowedthat is, the wish and the way, as far as creature-wisdom and creature-will
were concerned-we now see that positive, absolute, unmistakable, and irremediable destruction must have been the inevitable consequence. But oh,
dear brother, to see-to feel-to acknowledge this, and yet, in spite thereof,
to continue to be the subject of the same waywardness and self-will; still
to seek to have one's own way and to follow one's own inclination, notwithstanding that "the heart" has again and again been thus and thus" brought
down with labour."
Does not this line of things, however, serve instrumentally to bring into greater prominence that creature-humbling truth, " The
Spirit quickeneth; the flesh projiteth nothing"? No, no, the flesh never helps,
but always hinders, the living pilgrim on his onward and homeward way.
One cannot, however, but regard such interpositions and preservations as
those of which you speak as positive indications of love and mercy. " So
far shalt thou go, but no further," so bespeaks the divine limit and the
watchful eye and tender care of our covenant God.
Although. as you
intimate, there be no present apparent sign or token of regenerating grace
and renewing power, we personally cannot but hope that the Lord, in His
own good time, will (so to speak) blend the g1'acious with the providential;
in other words, we cherish the hope that He will some day break in upon
the souls of our dear ones with light, life, and love, giving them to see how
He has guarded and guided, protected and preserved, all their previous
pathway, ,until at length He thus discovers Himself to them as He did to
Saul of Tarsus, arresting them on the road; accosting them in His own
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gentle, loving, persuasive way; and then revealing Himself to them as He,
and He only, that can fill every gap, satiate every desire, meet every wish;
and, instead of, as heretofore, being only as "a root out of a dry ground,
without form or comeliness," becoming, as in a moment, ., all their salvation
and all their desire "-yea, the" Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether
lovely. "
Now, here, dear brother, is our hope-here our expectation-with regard
to our loved ones, although at present, and according to appearances, as the
Psalmist says, "He maketh it not to grow."
Nor do we expect to
personally witness it in our own time. All we venture to ask the Lord
in these matters is, that it would please Him so to bless us that we may
be permitted to be one among that happy number of whom it is said, "These
all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth" (Heb. xi. 13).
6. We can, in some small measure and degree, enter into your anguished .
feelings, dear brother, at the time and under the circumstances of which
you speak. We remember one night, many years ago, dreaming that we saw
the corpse of one of our sons carried by upon a shutter, he having just been
drawn out from the water, after being drowned. Oh, the anguish was
unutterable-yea, it was agony beyond conception, much less expression! It
reminded us of a fact mentioned by our late dear friend, Captain KNOCKER,
of Dover. The son of Dr. WINSLOW was drowned, whilst bathing. It being
within his depth, it was supposed that he was sei3ed with a fit, upon entering
the sea. When he heard of the calamity, Captain KNOCKER, in his uniform
kindness and consideration, requested that the body should be brought to
his house. He then telegraphed to the father, whom he met at the station,
by the mail-train. Upon his arrival, in the intensity of his anguish, the
bereaved father actually screamed, as he walked through the streets of
Dover to the spot where the lifeless remains of his son lay. Oh, if children
thought a little upon what their carelessness or indiscretion may lead their
poor parents to suffer on their behalf, surely (to say the least) it would
make them less heedless in regard to running certain risks and hazards.
In the calmness and strength of mind, however, which was afforded your
dear wife, under the circumstances, do we not see another precious example
of the Lord fulfilling His word, "He stayeth His rough wind in the day of
the east wind" 1 So gentle! so considerate! "Like as a hther pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. He knoweth our frame;
He remembereth that we are but dust."
7. 'With respect to prayer on behalf of children, we hope never to forget
the encouragement to seek to persevere therein, from an example with
which we were personally most familiar.
It was the case of our own stepbrother, an account of whom we have published under the title of, "A
BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE." Our own dear father never lived to
see his prayers answered. On one occasion, he said to us that he should
"die of a broken hear~ through that boy." "Father," was our reply, "I
have had such moments about him that I can never give him up ;" and how
gracious and how condescending it was of our God, that He should permit
us, as the only one of his family, to visit him in his last illness-yea,
within an hour or so of his death, to witness the most unmistakable evidence
of his having been brought savingly to know and love the Lord! Within
a short hour of our last visit to his sick-bed, having counselled his wife
and daughter in the most affectionate terms, and having sweeqy commen~ed
upon the fifty-first Psalm, the greater part of which we had repeated to hIm,
and which, after we had left, he requested might be read to him, he turned
over upon his bed, clasped his hands together, and, looking up, exclaimed,
"Precious Saviour! precious Saviour! precious Saviour!" and was gone !
Oh, brother, it is such cases as these that lead us to pray on-to hope on-
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to wrestle on-for who knows when, where, and how the Lord will answer 1
We are aware that it has been said that "praying breath was never spent
in vain;" and why 1 Because it is Spirit-infused, heaven-begotten; and
what comes from above must return thither. "For these things will I be
inquired of by the house of Israel to do them for them." We repeat, dear
brother, our full belief and conviction that your dear and so deeplyaffiicted son is a vessel of mercy, and that his afHiction is a special appoint.
ment of Fatherly love and divine compassion. Oh, how increasingly precious
is that word to us, "Is there anything too hard for the Lord 1 "
8. We feel deeply what you say about the pieces which we wrote in Ireland;
aye, and elsewhere, when in the depths of trouble. Ah! brother, whenever we
read those pieces, it is with tears! We couldn't write them now; and why 1
Because we are not in the same depths. The late beloved J OSEPH IRONS,
on one occasion, told us that one of his people once said to him, "We don't
like you to be in trouble, Mr. IRONS, as far as you yourself are concerned, but
we always get the benefit." And sure we are that such is the case. When
men preach with power and unction, or write with savour and dew, it is
when trouble or temptation or anxiety, or buffeting from self, Satan, or the
world, instrumentally drives them to it. Ab! how sacred is the pulpit then!
how sweet the season! How often have we, at such times and in such
heaven-bedewed moments, mentally exclaimed, "Lord, take us home! take
us home! Don't let us return to the vestry, or go back again to the world!"
How have we, at such times, envied those who have been called from the
pulpit to the throne! One moment speaking of Him, the next moment
speaking to Him. This, dear brother, is personally our most fervent wish.
Finally, in order that you may see how seasonable the arrival of your
letter was, we will subjoin a pencil-jotting from our note-book, written
within the hour of your most acceptable epistle coming to hand.
D. A. Doumi'EY.
EXTRACT FROM OUR NOTE·BOOK.
LORD, Thou knowest how much I mourn over the distance at which I seem
to live from Thee. How I grovel! How my Rlind is ~bsorbed, in some
way or other, with the trumpery and the trivial of time-things! How soon
is communion interrupted, and my thoughts diverted from Thyself and those
great and glorious objects which are for my spiritual and eternal profit! Oh,
Lord, I do mourn over it. I would have it otherwise if I could; and yet,
Lord, in spite of all past teachings, and those lessons which Thou hast from
time to time set before me, in such a salutary way, and which have proved
for my present and eternal advantage, still, what a dread I have of trial,
affliction, of renewed reproof and chastisement! I know I need such. I am
fully aware that I cannot do without afflictions; and yet, alas! how I recoil
from them! How my heart cries, "Spare me, spare me, Lord! Thou
knowest my frame; Thou rememberest that 1 am but dust."
Oh, when I think of to what I have attained, in regard to age, and when
I reflect, moreover, upon the many reminders I have of increasing infirmities,
and the unmistakable intimations which I so continuously have that my sojourn
in this vale of tears is rapidly drawing nigh to a close, I am perfectly amazed
that I give so little heed to the so significant voice thus spoken, "Set thine
house in order, for thou shait die, and not live."
The fact is that, notwithstanding all the many rebukes for my folly in
this respect which I have had, I am still so great a creature·idolatm·! My
heart is still a divided heart; aye, and by far the largest portion is given to
my poor fallen and finite fellow-mortals. Hence the reproofs with which I
am from time to time visited. H~nce the ground for my so constant cry,
"My leanness! my leanness!" Well indeed may I acknowledge that "my
flesh cleaveth unto the dust;" and yet I am afraid to add, "Quicken Thou
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me, 0 Lord, according unto Thy word," because'I fear the means which the
Lord may see necessary to adopt, in order to that quickening and reviving.
Moreover, now that I am here for a little season, in order to obtain some
temporary rest from labour, I feel so deeply couvinced that the Lord, and
the Lord alone, knows what is best for us. He, in His infinite wisdom,
hath "fixed the bounds of our habitation; .. and He knows far better than
ever we can know, exactly where to place us, and what to lay upon us, for
our well-being and instruction. Further, it is so clear that occupation is so
essential for that well-being. In our shortsightedness and folly, we may
imagine that less to do-more leisure-would help us in seeking to live and
minister to God's glory; but ah! the Lord knows best in this as well as all
other matters. In all hu·nan probability, more leisure would find us with
less heart and inclination for the things of God. The greater the ease, the
more the worldliness and carnal~ty. It is the stirring up of the nest that
rouses, and reminds us that "this is not our rest; it is polluted."
Of another fact I am yet more and more fully persuaded. It is, that the
every trial and exercise-each crook and cross-that have fallen to my lot
on pilgrimage, have been essentially necessat·y. Not one could, by any
possibility, have been dispensed with. The claim for such was absolute and
indispensable. Therefore, I can, without a moment's hesitation, affirm that
" He hath done all things well." I would, as far as the past is concerned,
have no change-no, not the veriest alteration. I at once acknowledge and
admire the divine wisdom, love, mercy, and power in the appointment,
direction, and control of all!
But here is the strangeness-here the contradiction-here the perverseness
and hostility-of poor fallen human nature, that, with these facts-so felt
and so undeniable-before one, there should still exist such fear, such
selfishness, such a recoiling from the details of (by comparison with the
past) the mere momentary future! This state of mind, moreover, prevails in
the face of the character and covenant of an all-wise, all-gracious, immutable, and unchangeable Jehovah, who hath pledged Himself ,never to leave
nor forsake; who hath covenanted to give grace and to give glory, and who
hath declared, "Because I live ye shall live also."
Southsea Beach, June 4th, 1884.

A HARD FIGHT.
A SOLDIER'S LETTER TO MR. C. BRlDER.

[The annexed letter reminds us of an epitaph we once met with upon
a soldier's tombstone, which ran thus" The hardest of battles
I ever was in
Was at the battle of self
In the conquest of sin."

Ah! reader, it is a desperate conflict, the odds often seeming so against
us that we are ready to cry with the Psalmist, "I shall one day fall
by the hand of Baul;" or as he again exclaimed, "As the Lord liveth,
there is but a step betwixt me and death." However, (blessed be God!)
the ultimate issue is by no means an uncertainty or a matter of doubt,
for (as a long-glorified saint said to us, nearly sixty years ago) "it is
a warfare, but the Lord has promised complete victory through the
blood of the Lamb."-En.]
DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I

again write to you, just to let you know your
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monthly parcels have all been received by me for this month. I thank
you very much for the two parcels sent to me.
,
I like the book you kindly sent me, by Dr. DOUDNEY-" Conversations
by the Way between Two Pilgrims." I shall keep this book for my comfort when I am cast down, which I am sorry to say I am often, instead
of looking up. I have marked several places in the book. The experience I have been going through for some time has often caused
me even almost to despair. Do you know, sometimes the rebellion in
my heart is so great, with regard to self-failures, that I sometimes get
into a condition of "I don't care what happens to me." Prayer I find
very seldom-no further than, "Lord, help me! Lord, save me !" I
often wish I could have, as I bave read of others, sweet communion
with tbe Lord. I wish I could praise Him for all His mercies, instead
of groaning out my failures so much.
Do you know that I have great temptations now even in playing my
instrument 7 Formerly I used to be a bold, good performer on it.
I play the solo euphonium. I have sometimes to play bigh notes, and
you would bardly credit how nervous I get about it. I am sure the
devil has a great band in belping me in my failures in the performance.
It was only yesterday that I had a most humbling trial to contend
with. Our band had to play at a grand dinner at the Castle, and
in the programme I had to take an important part by myself. I found
it a hard trial at practice; and then, when it came round for the time
to play at the Castle, I cried to the Lord to help me, strengthen me,
give me boldness to play well. But I miserably failed and broke down,
and got for my pains a jeering taunt from the band-master, "Very
good! very good!"
At times like this tbere is very great rebellion in my beart. Such
thoughts come into my mind-" ,Vbat's the use of your praying 7 I sball
not pray any more. It is no good making any more profession of being a
Christian, often doubting whether I am one at all." And what has been a
great trouble to me also is, knowing my failures now on my instrument,
I do not like to stop in the band, holding the position I have, and on
this account I have tried three times to get away from the band, and
failed. Once I tried to get invalicle"d, and then to go as a staff clerk,
and the third time I had my name enrolled on the new list for barrack
sergeants, but I am still at my unenviable post of band sergeant. I tell
you this because, in reading the book you so kindly sent me, I have
been a little comforted in reading the similar trials otherg bave as in
my own case.
. I have heard great talk in these days about "Only believe" being an
easy matter, and also prayer being an easy performance; but, in my
experience, I can only hope in the rich mercy of God, through Christ,
to me, a vile, rebellious sinner. 'What a puzzle to me is religion!
I once thought, " If I only get married I shall be all right;" but there,
we .cannot see far ahead. I love my wife and children, and I sincerely
believe they love me. I believe my wife is a true Christian; stili, fresh
trials tbat I never dreamt ,of have been thorns and pricks in my side
spiritually. Ob, the worries, failures, and irritableness; and yet I believe
the Lord is merciful! I dread to go back into· the world. I sometimes pray earnestly that my wife and two young children and myself
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may not be deceived by the devil, self, and the world, and that at
the last we may be all found to have our names written in the book
of life.
I have been twice to Bethesda Church, Dublin, where Mr. KRAUSE
used to preach. Dr. - - seems to me to be a good man, but I hardly
think he preaches in the same strain as Mr. KRAUSE used to (I have
read some of his sermons); still, I think- he is an earnest, faithful
preacher.
I must now conclude, thanking you and all kind Christian friends
for the nice readings. I gave out the tracts last Sunday afternoon, as
the men lay upon their beds, and others sat around the fire. The books
I am more careful witb. I give them to whom I think will prize them
most by keeping and reading them.
Yours, &c.,

!\~biehrs
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Ears from Harvested Sheaves; or, Daily Pm·tions. Selected from the Works
of J. C. PHILPOT, by his Daughters.
London: E. Wilmshurst.
Oxford: J. C. Pembrey. Croydon: Miss Philpot.
WE noticed the publication of this precious volume in our Magazine
for April, but, on closer reading, we have a desire to recommend it
more earnestly to our readers, and are therefore constrained to bring
it before them a second time.
Anything from the works or sermons of that servant of the Lord,
Mr. PHILPOT, should require no commendation from us to the Church
of the living God; but, as these sweet portions contain the very pith
and marrow of his writings, selected by his two daughters, we desire
to bless the Lord for the grace He has given them, and the spiritual
discernment with which H'3 has favoured them, in culling out the
mo'st choice spiritual and savoury portions for the comfort and edification of the children of God scattered abroad-.
We find in them the spiritual experience of the Lord's quickened
family, as each member of that family is instructed by the Spirit in
the things of God; and the more we read them, the more we discover
what depth of divine teaching is contained in them. There is also
a sweet vein of the "simplicity which is in Christ" running through
many of the "Daily Portions," while in the same Portion the mind is
led up to "the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ."
We should be glad to make a few quotations, if our space would
admit, but must be content with only quoting one, which is for July 5the day on which we are writing this, and which we have just read
with some feeling of comfort. It is from the words in Acts xiv. 22" We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God" :"What are the promises 1 Are not all the promises suited to the
Lord's poor and nee9.y family 1 What are the promises of pardon
except to the guilty 1 What are promises of salvation except to the
lost 1 What are promises of consolation except to the afflicted 1 What
are promises of grace except to those who feel themselves altogether
undone 1 Thus it is we enter through much tribulation into the

"

512

.

The Gospel M agazine.

sweetness of the promises. Then they come with power into the
heart; they are manifested with life and feeling to the soul; and we
begin, like Jeremiah, to 'find God's Word and eat it,' and feel it to
be the very joy and rejoicing of our heart. This is the effect of
passing through tribulation in providence and in grace; of cutting
trials; of severe," harassing temptations; of frowns from the world, of
blows from sinners and saints, of learning the workings of a heart
'deceitful above all things and desperately wicked '-to lead us 'into
the kingdom of God,' and into those sweet manifestations of lovingkindness and tender mercy which alone can satisfy those whose consciences God's finger has touched; "and I believe that you who are
honest and sincere have an inward witness in your soul that you
never entered into one mystery of the kingdom of God, set up in
your heart, except 'through much tribulation.' vVas it not 'through
much tribulation' you understood the Word, and felt it applied to your
conscience by the power of God 1 And was it not by and through
tribulation and suffering that you were made to value more and more
the manifestation of God to your soul, and feel that nothing could
satisfy you but a blessed discovery of dying love 1"
"
While highly commending this invaluable book to our readers,
we would not for a moment lose sight of the great blessing which
Dr. HAWKER'S Portions have been to the Ohurch of God. We have
indeed found great soul-refreshing in reading a portion from Mr.
PHILPOT'sc.and the Doctor's at the same time. For instance, the evening
portion of Dr. HAWKER'S for July 5 is such a sweet continuation of
the one we have quoted for the same day that they can hardly be
separated, for, while Mr. PHILPOT speaks of the "tribulations of the
Lord's people, the Doctor, in his Portion, shows that they are suffered
because they belong to Ohrist, and thus we have in the two a body
of divinity embracing in it the work of the Holy Ghost, in its
experience in the hearts of babes, young men, and fathers j for, while
Dr. HAWKER dwell~ so sweetly on the glorious Person of the Lord
Jesus Ohrist, and His people's union to, and interest in, all that He
has done, wrought, and suffered on their account, Mr. PHILPOTS
Portions describe the work of the Spirit in the heart, with the various
trials, conflicts, afflictions, sorrows, "and temptations of the Lord's
children, all of which tend, under- the anointing of the Holy Ghost, to
lead ,the new-born soul to earnest longings to know more of this
precious Lord Jesus, and to be confirmed in their own personal and
eternal interest in and union with Him.
We again· commend these savoury portions to our readers, and
earnestly hope the Lord's blessing may rest upon them.
[The foregoing review was written by our dear brother-in-law, Mr.
J. B. DENf.'HA:rt,:. We can, however, most fully endorse what he has
said. We turn to Mr. PHILPOT'S precious book evening after evening,
and we think we can with the utmost truth say, we never do so
without a certain uplifting of heart. There is a pith and a power-a
sweetness ant! a savour-about the book which, we had almost said,
cannot but commend itself to the Spirit-quickened, the divinelyenlightened, the Lord's own poor-and-needy ones. We, therefore, most
cordially commend the 'work to our readers.-ED.]
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