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THE case of Manoah and his· wife is fraught with much instruction and encouragement to those who are seeking counsel and
comfort from God's blessed Word. In the exercise of His own
divine sovereignty, the Lord J ehovah sends an Angel (could it
have been other than .the Angel of the Covenant?) to a certain
woman with tidings that, in spite of circumstances, she should
bear a son-an all-prevailing wish in that day upon the part of
those who were looking for the fulfilment. of the promise given
in Eden with respect to the seed of the woman. Manoah himself is apprised by his wife of this visit of the Angel, and intensely
dqfls he desire, and ardently does he entreat, that the visit might
be"\repeated. The fact left upon record, in regard to that so
e'l,rnest request, may well stimulate and encourage others to pray
likewise, for we read that "Manoah intreated the Lord, and
said, 0 my Lord, let the Man of God which Thou didst send
come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto the
child that shall be born. And God hearkened to the voice of
Manoah; and the Angel of ~od came again unto the woman as
she sat in the field" (Judges xiii. 8, 9).
How well may poor sinners take comfort from the fact that
the Lord has said, "For all these things will I be inquired of by
the house of Israel, to do these things for them." Yes, and
well may poor and needy ones be encouraged to pray, in spite
of adverse circumstances, or apparently no likelihood whatever of
their prayers being heeded.
If there still be the leading and the drawing and the prompting
to betake one's self to the throne of grace, and to besiege the
mercy-seat, that very drawing may safely be regarded as a divine
influence stimulating and strengthening, in the face of seeming
rejection and refusal. Such apparent denial may be tbe Lord's
~ I

, 474

The Gospel il1"agazi1ze.

mode of testing faith and patience. Such test generally precedes
some most marked and gracious deliverance, as in the case of the
poor Syrophcenician woman, to whom, after His seeming indifference
. and denial, the Lord said, "0 woman, great is thy faith; be it
unto thee even as thou wilt."
When, at the second appearance of the Angel, He tarried
whilst Manoah's wife fetched her husband,. in reply to his
inquiry how they were to order the child (so that, in spite of
appearances, he believed the word of the Lord), the Angel said,
"Of ALL that I said unto the woman let her beware." Then,
at Manoah's request, the Angel consented to tarry whilst he made
ready a kid for Him; and afterwards it was that "the Angel
did wonderously, and Manoah and his wife looked on."
Ah! reader, what teaching there is here! What an insight is
thus given to redemption, in its nature and operations, as so independent of creature efforts or carnal appliances! All that Manoah
and his wife had to do was to stand still-look on-admire and
adore-and, as with ~hem, so with every son and daughter of Zion.
Salvation is -a completed work, designed, carried on, and accomplished by the Triune Jehovah. Nothing can be added to or
taken from it. It is as perfect-without the paltry aid of the puny
creature-as the Lord J ehovah could render it. All that man
has to say, in the matter of salvation, is, that he is the 1'ecipient,
and that, too, upon Gospel terms, which are, "without money and
without price." That the creature has ought to do with, or that
he, in the least measure or degree, assists in redemption work, or
his personal rescue and deliverance from all the direful consequences
of both original and actual sin and transgression, is. a delusion
of the wicked one. Such ideas are from the bottomless pit,
and are intended to detract from that glory which wholly and
solely belongs to J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
We can by no means fay too great stress upon the fact of
the utter powerlessness, as well as the absolute nothingness, of
the oreature, in times like the present. Was there ever a period
in which the pretended wisdom as well as the presumed ability
o:f man was contended :for as now? Mark the priestly power and
fleshly arrogance that are assumed, on the one hand, in the
Ritualism; or veiled RomanisDl , that is so rife; and, on the other
hand, see the varied and delusive ways, and amid the most
carnal and sem~ational methods, in which the vainly-imagined free. will and human power of ,poor, fallen, helpless Adam are appealed
to. It is in very deed "the blind leading the blind,"~nd the
spir~tually dead calling upon the dead to arise and perform
living' aCts. Delusion' and destruction characterize all such proceedings.
But, in connection with the fact of the Angel appearing to
Manoah and his wife, we have additioo,!ll instruction and encour-
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agement beyond that already considered.
When the Angel
ascended in the flame of the burnt-ofFering-the kid which Manoah
had provided, and which was presented.to the Angel as a type of
the great Sacrifice to be offered in the fulness of time-at His disappearing, and being seen no more, "We shall surely die," said
Manoah, "because we have seen God."
_
Now, mark how the Lord condescendingly helps and enc9urages
by instruments. Hence the sweetness and the blessedness 9f communion, whellAf. the Lord is pleased to unite hearts and blend in
holy fellowship those whom He has sovereignly instructed and
savingly led. In reply to his fears and apprehensions, Manoah's
wife said, " If the Lord were pleased to kill us, He would not have
received a burnt-offering aIld a meat-offering at our hands; neither
would He have showed. us ALL these things, nor would, as at this
time, have told us suc!J. things as these."
What a testimony! And in how striking a manner did
Manoah's wife thus prove a real helpmeet tO,her husband! Moreover, what a glorious insight, without doubt, had she into the
nature, fulness, and blessedness of that great Antitypical Offering
which was to be made on Oalvary" in the set tiIJ1e when the Lord
Ohrist would thus come to favour Zion, by His own substitution'ary
Sacrifice r
Ah! reader, we may well fall bef9re the Lord, in adoring wonder,
as we contemplate His goodness and mercy in thus· communing
with His creatures. How condescending and :4ow gracious that
He should thus, in those early days, and whilst yet ,~he redemption-work stood so far into the future, prospectively and so
blessedly open up and unfold such divine mysteries as
angels desired to look into! How merciful that the objects
of mercy should be those' with whom the Lord J ehovah should
thus commune! What light ·do such facts throw upon that
precious portion of the sacred ' Word, where we read of the coeternal Son of the Father that, ,~, ere the morning' stars sang
together, or the sons of God shouted for joy,'! ': His delights
were with the sons of men." Upon the same principle it was
that, long ere His incarnation-yea, ages upon ages before that
great and glorious event:-Heappeared again and again in
human form, as if anxiously .anticipating the period and t}l8circumstances when He should literally. undertake and enter upon
His Mediatorial work.'
" ,
'
The word ALL" as given. in Judges xiv. and xvi., places b13fore
us some important lessons. Sa~son, (the son promised, to,Manoah
and his wife) p:roposes to marry a daughter of t];le Philistines.
His father and mother remon,&trate-" Is there ',never a woman
among the daughters of thy brethren, or among ALL my people.
that thou goest to take, a wife of the uncirpum,cised Philistines?"
2
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It was very natural that Manoah and his wife should thus argue;
but the merely natural or human view of matters ofttimes differs
-and that very materially-from the divine appointment. Hence,
in this case, we read, "But his father and his mother knew not
that it was of the Lord, 'that he sought an occasion against the
Philistines: for at that time the Philistines had dominion over
Israel."
Ah! reader, how well it is when we can simply fall into the
hands of the Lord, without any will or choice of our own! That
was a precious position of the Psalmist, although reached by a
humbling process and a very trying ordeal-even the sacrifice and
mortification of his own froward will-" Let me fall into the
hands of the Lord, for His mercies are great; and let me not
fall into the hands of man." Would that this were the all·
prevailing state of our minds, reader. Not two wills, but one
will; not two ways, but oue way; and that will and way not
ours, but the Lord's. And sure we are-and .hence we must contend for it-in the sequel we are always better-far betterpleased with the Lord's will and way than we should have been
with our own. We repeat that we are thoroughly convinced of
this-yea, more and more so.
Ah! how many have had afterwards to rue the day or the
circumstances in which, with respect to this or that choice, they
have, Samson-like, exclaimed, "Get her [or it], for she [or it]
pleaseth me well."
Reader, have you never smarted on account of your self-will
or fleshly resolve and determination? 'What havoc-yea, what
destruction-has often been the result of this fleshly will and
perverse determination of the creature! Oh, the hapless consequences as the issue of the Lord's yielding, or practically
saying of such resoluteness and determination, upon the part of
His wayward child, "Ephraim is turned unto idols; let him
alone"! Oh, reader, what an awful state of things does that
"Let :him alone" entail! God, of His great mercy, save you
and ourselves from that fearful and fatal" Let him alone! Let
him alone!"
How little, however, did Manoah and his wife imagine that
the Lord's hand was' in this matter of Samson's choice! How
do. such facts call for faith-the" standing still," in order to" see
the salvation of the Lord"! N or does disappointment or frustration ever follow su.ch a waiting and watching position.
What caution, as well as instruction, is given in the sixteenth
·chapter! Did we not know somewhat of the forgetfulness, as well
as untowardness, of human nature, we should be surprised that
the lesson Samson had> so recently been taught by the daughter of
the Philistine should have left so little impression. He had not
had enough of his own choice as yet; hence his "Delilah"
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infatuation, for such it was. And, in spite of the perils to which
it exposed him, and the repeated cautions suggested, still how
ensnared and captivated he was! Her plausibility and insinuating
manner, in connection with her repeated efforts to discover wherein
his great strength lay, might well have aroused the suspicion ot'
Samson in regard to Delilah. But no; all failed to show him his
danger, and the destruction which awaited him. He was fearfully
and fatally enthralled.
Ah! reader, and would not such have been the case again and
again, with you and with ourselves, but for the divine limit and
restriction-the" Thus far, and no further "? How well, therefore,
in the retrospect, may we' exclaim"Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be !
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee."

It is, reader, by such facts as those left upon record in the Word
of God that we see our own likeness reflected; and, when led
to contemplate the results and issues in numberless instances,
how well may we wonder, admire, and adore that interposing and
delivering mercy which has been so repeatedly exercised on our
behalf! As previously intimated, but for this so gracious interposition, how fatal would the Delilah intrigues and ensnarements
have proved!
Honesty compels us to testify that, the longer we live, and
the more, under the Spirit's power, as the Remembrancer, we are
enabled to look back and retrace our own pathway, the more are
we lost in wonder and amazement at the preserving, restraining,
and delivering hand of our God. The reader must bear with us
if we again and again refer to and insist upon these facts. We
do so-we are compelled to do so-because, the nearer we approach
the end of our journey, the more and still more are we impressed
with these plain and unmistakable realities.
But again, mark, reader, the fascinating terms in which Delilah
spake to Samson-" How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine
heart is not with me? Thon hast mocked me these three times,
and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth." When
we consider the baseness of her design.........:even the plotting of
Samson's destruction-in what a light it presents the human heart,
as to its treachery and abomination! How true the record, " The
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. Who
can know it?"
"And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her
words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death,
that he told her ALL his heart, and said unto her, There hath
not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite
unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my
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'Strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like
any other man. And when Delilah saw that he had told her ALL
his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines,
saying, Come up this once, for he hath showed me ALL his heart."
. What an illustration is the foregoing Scripture of Proverbs vi. 26,
where we read of such characters even "hunting for the precious
life "! . Well does Solomon say, "Can a man take fire in his
bosom, and not be burned? Can one go upon hot coals, and his
feet not be burned?" (ver. 27, 28.) Ah! how dearly did Samson
pay for his Delilah-fascination!
But mark, reader, the divine interposition, and reven-ge. After
the Philistines had shorn Samson of his strength, and put out his
eyes; and the lords of the Philistines had gathered together to
offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and Samson was
called out of his prison-house to make them sport, they set him
between the pillars upon which the house rested. Said he to the
lad that held him by the hand, "Suffer me that I may feel the
pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them."
How seemingly both simple and natural such a request! And
are not the Lord's methods of deliverance for most part simple
and least thought of or expected? Simple, however, as was Samson's request, what immense results and mighty consequences
were attached thereunto!
" Now the house was full of men and women; and ALL the
lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the
roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while
Samson made sport.
And Samson called unto the Lord, and
said, 0 Lord God, remember me, I pray Thee, and strengthen
me, I pray Thee, only this once, 0 God, that I may be at once
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. And Samson took
hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and
on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and
of the other with his left. And Samson said, Let me die with
the Philistiiles. And he bowed himself with ALL his might; and
the house fell upon the lords, and upon ALL the people that were
.therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than
they which he slew in his life" (Judges xvi. 27-30).
Among the many important lessons set before us, in the history
of the Prophet Samuel, is that given in the seventh chapter of
his first Book, where we read of Israel being under the chastening
hand of the Most High. The ark (the symbol of the Lord's presence) had long been withdrawn from them, but had now been
mercifully and marvellously restored. We read that, "while the
ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long, for it was
twenty years; and ALL the house of Israel lamented after the
Lord."
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And well they may do so, for what true believing Israelite among'
them could rest content, or be in the leastwise satisfied, but as he
realized the presence of the Lord ? Were the sign and token of
that presence removed, what could he feel but a blank and a void
that naught else could fill? In like manner, what real spiritual
Israelite, ol' what true child of God, can be happy without the
<lontinuous realization of the presence, guidance, and guardianship
of Him who is in very deed "the Chiefest among ten. thousand;
yea, the altogeth& lovely"? Oh, it is His presence that makes a
very heaven upon earth! It is not position nor circumstancesit is not mere name or fame-that can really satisfy a heavenborn and a heaven-hound soul. So far from this, all such are
prepared to testify, even with regard to the blessed abode itself" Were I in heaven without my God,
It were no heaven to me."

No; the words of Dr. WATTS will never lose their hold upon a
poor sensible sinner's heart, while such are to be found on
pilgrimage through this vale of tears~
." My God, my Life, my Love,
To Thee, to Thee, I call;
I cannot live if Thou remove,
For Thou art All in all.
Thy smiling face can cheer
This dungeon where I dwell ;
'Tis paradise if Thou art here; .
If Thou depart, 'tis hell."
I<

Ah! yes; it is a verity which every true lover of Jesus is
prepared to endorse. He f~els it to be true in daily experience.
What a blank is that day-what a void is that service-how
incomplete and unsatisfactory that company-where JESUS is
neither felt; seen, nor heard! He, and He alone, is the Sum
and Substance of all peace, pleasure, or enjoyment. Christ is
emphatically the All in all. Hence well may the poor J esusseeker cry, "Give me Christ or else I die!" Blessed be God,
these nature's outcasts-these poor and needy ones-these hungry
and these thirsty creatures-can, with the utmost truthfulness,
~xclaim-

" Though words can never tell my case;
Nor all my sorrows paint,
This I can say before Thy face,
That Christ is all I want."

Reader, is this yl)ur language P Are you among those who know,
by painful experience, the vast difference between the past and
the present, as regards personal enjoyment? Oh, the contrast
between now and "their first love!" How such drink-and
that most deeply-into the spirit of the hymn-
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"Oh, for a closer walk with God;
A calm and heavenly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!

"Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw the Lord 1
Where is the soul-reviving view
Of Jesus and His Word 1

" What peaceful hours I then enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still !
But they have left an aching void
The world can never fill."

Ah! yes; the world, with all its attainments aud attractions, is
a blank-a void-indee~; unsatisfactory and unsatisfying to the
last degree. And oh, what cause of deep and bitter regret it
is to those especially who, by force of years, are approaching so
n~ar to "the house appointed for all living," to feel as they do
the drawing back by means of earthly ties and creature bonds
and associations! How little did such imagine that the old,
old lameutation would follow them, and still be their language,
down to the very verge of the Jordan, and within view, as it were,
of the better and the brighter world where neither sin nor sorrow
would be felt nor feared" Our 'dearest joys and nearest friends,
The partners of our blood,
How thEy divide our wandering minds,
And leave but half for God!
" The fondncss of a creature's love,
How strong it strikes the sense!
Thither the warm affections move,
Nor can we call them thence."

Ah! reader, how little did some of us poor old and fastdeclining ones suspect, fifty-sixty-years ago, that we should
be exclaiming up to the last, even as then" Dear Lord, and shall we ever live
, At this poor dying rate 1
Our love so faint, so cold, to Thee,
, And Thine to us so great 1

"See how we grovel here below,
Fund of these trifling toys;
Our souls can neither fly nor go
To reach eternal joys.

" In vain we 'tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to ri.e;
Hosannahs languish on our tongues,
And our devotion dies."

Oh, what, what should we do, under such circumstances-this
dearth and drought and death in feeling and realization-had
we not, blessed be God, ,a belief in a "covenant ordered in
all thing'S and sure "-some little confidence in, and dependence
upon, Him who "rests in His love," "hates to put away," is
"the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever," and who
has declared in covenant, "Because I live, ye shall live also"?
How gladly, therefore, will we seek to follow the advice of the
blessed KENT, in· spite of all we may feel and fear-
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" Here let the weary rest,
Who love the Saviour's name;
Though with no sweet enjoyment blest,
The covenant stands the same."

But now, with respeot to Israel, observe the Prophet's test"And Samuel spake unto ALL the house of Israel, saying, If ye
do return unto the Lord with ALL your hearts, then put away
the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare
your hearts unto the Lord, and serve Him only; and He will
deliver you out of the hand of' the Philistines" (1 Sam. vii. 3).
Thus we peroeive that no pretence-no part-playing-no halfheartedness-:-oould be tolerated. If they were sinoere-if in
earnest-if prepared to "return unto the Lord with ALL their
hearts," and to put away their idols, or their strange gods, from
among them -then, but not until then, might they oaloulate
upon His delivering mercy.
In spite, dear reader, of what we have just advanoed, with
respeot to a divided ~eart, here, notwithstanding, is a lesson
for us. Have u:e any' reserve ?---':"any fondly-oherished idol?some seoret thing with us in regard to whioh (Lot-like) we are
disposed to say, "Is it not a little one?" Ah! reader, this
will not do. This is a state of things the Lord (who has
declared Himself to be a jealous God) will not countenanoe
nor connive at. Be assured that, sooner or later, He will bring
us, in all truthfulness, sincerity, and unreserve, to say" Do not I love Thee, dearest Lord 1
Oh, search this heart and see!
A.nd from my bosom tear the part
That beats not true to Thee."

These are matters, we are quite aware, which it is easy to speak
of or write about, but not so easy to practice. Still, the Lord
will not be content with a divided heart. He will oooupy His
r:i~htful place. He will allow of no rivalry. He will lay down
His own plans, and adopt His own course, for the furtherance
and accomplishment of His own demands-" Son-daughter-giv&Me thine heart."
How striking must have been the soene when, at Samuel's command, ALL Israel gathered together at Mizpeh, and, after jastingnot jeasting, remember-they, as with one unanimous voioe and
common oonsent, exclaimed, "We have sinned against the Lord! "
And how touching, likewise, the speotaole when the children of
Israel said to Samuel, "Oease not to cry unto our God for us,
that He will save us out of the hand of the Philistines."
Moreover, what a notable example did the Prophet set upon
that memorable oooasion-an example which has been followed_
under an almost infinite variety of circumstances since his day-where we read, "Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between
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Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Ebenezer, saying,
Hitherto hath the'Lord helped us. So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more into the coast of Israel: and the
hand of, the Lord was against the Phili!'tines ALL the days of
S-amuel ': (1 Sam. vii. 12, 13).
Reader, be it ours to rejoice. in the fact that what the Lord
was the'n that He is now-the same patient, forbearing,
forgiving, long-suffering Lord God Almighty-the God that
<l delighteth in mercy," and that
',' pardoneth iniquity, transgression, and sin."
. In conclusion, and in the contemplation of the personal bearing
of the matters we have been considering, there are two portions
of the 'sacred Word that we feel both suitable and precious. May
the reader feel them to be as we do-that which faith can grasp
and put in as pleas-sweet and salutary reminders-at the mercyseat, where we are lovingly and condescendingly exhorted to "put"
our blessed Head and all-indulgent Lord and Master" in remembrance," to "bring forth our strong arguments," to" plead
with Him." Here, then, dear reader, are these "strong arguments "-these precious and powerful. pleas-" Go and cry in
the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lord: I remember
thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals,
when thou wentest after Me in the wilderness, in a lftnd that
was not'sOIVD ,> (Jer. ii. 2). "How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?
how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shaH I make thee as
Admah? how shall. I set thee as Zeboim? Mine heart is turned
withiu Me, My repentings are kindled together. I will not
execute the fierceness of Mine anger, I will not return to destroy
Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the
midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city" (Hosea xi. 8, 9).
St. Luke's, Bedmil1ster, June 8th, 1885.
THE EDITOR.
NOTE.-JUSt after writing the foregoing, we happened casually
to turn upon the subjoined, and we are bound to acknowledge
that we read with no small amount of self-reproach what we thus
wrote, some thirty to forty years ago, as we contrasted our present
state of mind with the past. So near home and yet 60 lingering!
With such a rich bestowment and vast vouchsafing of mercy, grace,
and favour, as we have personally realized and experienced, duringso lengthened an interval, and yet, alas! to sympathise as we do
with the words of Dr. W ATTS"But timorous mortals start and shrink
_To cross this narrow sea;
And linger, shivering, @n the brink,
And fear to- launch away."

,How these facts prove the fallacy of resting in, or ,calculating
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upon, aught of the creature, or vainly to conceive of arnvlDg
at a state of comparative independence of God for daily strength
'Rnd continuous help!
. How all that one tastes, and handles, and feels, of divine life
and its developments justifies and confirms the declaration that
"the Spirit quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing"! Hence,
amid all the pretended progress of the religionists of the day,
in their talk of the higher life, and their advancement Christward and heavenward, how does the positive experience of
the long and sorely-tried of the Lord's family prove the vast
disparity between the one teaching and the other! Quite aware
we are that those who feel and mourn over their slothfulness and
sluggishness in divine things will be charged with a want of zeal
and activity; but how little do such objectors know of the nature
of ilia false £ire and fleshly enthusiasm with which the adversary
entraps and captivates the inexperienced and unwary! Satan' is
only too ready to stimulate and energize such as are professedly
engaged in the work of the ,Lord, whilst he sees they undertake
this or that in the so-called good cause by a merely human
power or fleshly efforts; and', in their vital ignorance of the real
nature of the Spirit's work in His own kingdom of grace, such
will ascribe the absence. of joy and exultation, upon the part of
the fathers' in Christ and mothers in Israel, as they have well·
nigh reached' the goal, and stand, as it were, upon tlJ.e very
threshold of their heavenly inheritance, to some neglect of duty,
indifference to the use of means, or, in some way or other, an in·
dulgence of the flesh. But God Himself is their Judge in these
matters. He knows whether such is the case or not.
Moreover, He will make manifest, in His own time and way,
whether or not the self-loathing and self-distrust, of which such
old and worn and weary ones are the subjects, spring from His
own teachings, upon the creature-humbling disoovery· of the
absolute sinfulness and shortcomings that attaoh to all and everything of the creature. He sees, and, in His own time, will make
manifest, whether the minds of His self·distrusting and fleshly,
free~will-rejecting ones are thoroughly imbued with a conviction
of the truth of the Master's words-" Havin.!b dcme a.ll, ~a.J, W ~
are unprofitable servants." In His own divine discrimination,
the Lord· will distinguish between the sowing to the flesh (evf:ln
after a so-called 1'eligiou8 fashion) and the sowing to the Spirit.
And most' assuredly He will establish His own word, that whilst'
the one shall" of the flesh reap corruption," the other shall "of
the Spirit reap life everlasting."
Better, therefore, reader, Qe among the "mourners inZion,"
upon the grounds we have stated, than assooiated with the self..
satisfied zealots who, knowing little or nothing of the plague oJ
their own hearts, are carried away by a false and delusive
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enthusiasm, the' which (if divine grace interpose not) will end
in hapless confusion and irremediable destruction.
. But here is the extract to which we before alluded:Does a poor frail tabernacle, and the apparent near approach of your
dissolution, depress you ~ Does the salutation, "This year thou shalt
die," seem to distress your already dark mind 1 Beloved, why so 1
Shall the mariner sigh because his port is in view 1 Shall the soldier
deplore the trumpet-note of victory 1 Shall the sailor close his eyes to
the stricken colours, in order to prolong the engagement 1 Shall not
the exile rejoice that the sun dawns on his freedom-day 1 Shall not
the heir welcome his inheritance 1 the school-boy his home,1 ' What!
upon the threshold of immortal bliss, and not rejoice 1 The enemy's
ammunition well-nigh exhausted-the cannon's roar ceasing-and not
be glad 1 About to see your best Friend face to face-to be with Him
and like Him for ever and ever-and be sorrowful 1
Beloved, we are surprised! Yet we would excuse you '! You have
your connections-your tender, anxious ties. Aye, but He can take
charge of-He can, He will, succour them. Mark that precious counsel,
"Leave thy fatherless children; I will preserve them alive; and let
thy widows trust in Me." "Leave them..Commit them to Me. Deposit
them in My hands. 'Let thy widows trust in Me.' Let them venturecast themselves-poor, dejected, sorrowful-upon Me!"
_ Oh, see, beloved, in ten thousand instances, how the Lord guards,
and guides, and delivers the widow and the fatherless! Did He
forsake the poor widow and her bond-sons 1. or forget (though He
did not, in his lifetime, answer) the prayer of Hi:; servant, the
poor debtod (2 Kings iv. 1-7.) Amidst the dreadful famine that
prevailed around, how was it with the poor woman of Zarephath and
her son 1 Did not their case, their bearing on the Lord's own direct
promise, seem, as it were, to bring Him to a point 1 Did He not
immediately work deliverance, and a great one, for her, her son,
and the Prophet 1 And how fared it with her who, in t.he days of
our Lord's sojourn on earth, was about to bury her son, her only son 1
Was she forgotteu of Him 1 Oh, no; nor shall yours! They are
folded up-many, many of them-in the bosom of His love, though
as yet you have no evidence of it, and are the :;ubjects of ten
thousand fears about them. Your stay· in the wilderness-your
tarrying in the tabernacle-will not, if the Lord has otherwise
designed, hasten the work-not a tittle of it. His purposes must
stand; He will do all His pleasure, whether it btl by your life or
your death. All is arranged in wisdom, and in love too. You
shall see it so; and, depend on it, the sooner He brings you quietly to
repose in His hands, the sooner you will know what solid peacEl is.
I have often experienced a more than earthly pleasure as I have
stood gazing upon the remains of a dear relative or friend, who had
been "more than conqueror" over the last enemy. I had, probably,
been acquainted with some of their exercises whilst living. A
knowledge. of their interest in the dying love of Jesus was obscured
by the darkness and unbelief of their hearts; or, if not so, their
characters were clearly described by the Apostle, when he said that

The Gospel Magazine.

485

some, {( from fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
If I may speak of myself, I would say, this has not, as a rule, been
my case. Although, for most part, I "walk iq darkness, and have
no light" (or bright shining), my sky is generally beclouded, and my
soul the subject of numberless fears and misgivings, as it is tossed
to and fro upon the billows of temptation, trial, and unbelief; one
hour, it may be, exclaiming, "My mountain stands strong; I shall
never be moved"; "Goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life"; and only the' next hour, probably, crying out, in
agony of spirit, "I shall one day fall by the hand of this or that
<enemy!" yet, generally speaking, with respsct to the hour of dissolution,
my mind rests upon the promise, "As thy days, so shall thy strength
be." Nor do I expect dying stl'ength in a living 1/j)'1.I/J'. When my dying
hour approaches, my blessed Lord and Master-He who, I rejoice to
think, hath the keys of both death and of hell-well knows that my
poor staggering faith will be sure to give way, unless His hand is
underneath me, and His supporting, if not His comforting, presence
vouchsafed. I have no other hope nor confidence than this, in the
prospect of that solemn hour-the presence of Jesus I
But are any of my readers exercised' upon this ground 1 Do I
hear them saying, "Oh, could I but have the sweet evidence that this
would be my case, then methinks I should be happy! But the fear
~f death destroys the little confidence I sometimes experience while
hoping I have an interest in the love and sympathy of Jesus" 1 And
hast thou, reader, no higher views of thy Jesus than this 1 Is 'thy
-confidence in Him so weak, and thy belief in His power so limited 1
Why, dost thou know who Jesus-thy Jesus-is 1 He is "the Mighty
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." He has vanquished
death; hell, and sin; and, having locked the gates of death and hell,
and taken the keys into His own possession, He has returned to glory
as a mighty Conqueror! "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gateR; and
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall
'Come in. Who is this King of glory 1 The Lord strong and mighty;
the Lord migq.ty in battle."
The battle is fought, poor soul; the
victory is won; and Jesus, thine Elder Brother, thine Husband, thy
Friend, has returned as the First-fruits. And, since thy " life is hid with
Christ ill God," and His promise is, "Because I live, ye shall live also,"
so surely shalt thou be with Him. There is nothing precarious or
doubtful about it. Thy Jesus is "not a man, that He should lie; nor
the son of 'man, that He should repent." He never met with thee 'in
the wilderness, called thee by His grace, and is now leading thee on,
step by step, to let thee perish at last! He is not S0 unskilful a
'workman in the glorious scheme of salwation as this. His promise is,
«I will never leave thee; I will never f0rsake thee." Nor will He,
either in life' or death, or to all eternity.-Sympathy; or, Words for the
Weak and the Weary (long out of print).
No duty will be 3.pproved of by God that appears before Him stained
with the murder of another duty, for every duty has its season, in
'which done, it is beautiful and acceptable.
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ZION OOMFORTED.

" For the Lord shall comfort Zion: He will cermfort all he?' waste places;
and He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden
of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the
voice of melody."~IsAIAH li. 3.
"I HAVE no assurance that I am a child of God," said one known to
us, a few days ago, and of whose eternal safety I have no more doubt
than I have of my own exist~nce-whose whole life gives proof of her
belonging to the family of God. Nor is this an isolated case. Lack
of assurance is an element largely prevailing in the family circle. I
should like to be led to strengthen the faith of such, if the Lord's
will, at this time; and I pray Him to guide us into such truth as.
shall have this result. Oertainly the passage we have been drawn to,
we trust, by the Holy Spirit, is like a full wine-press, with the juice
of the fruit bursting out on all sides-" The Lord shall comfort Zion."
Her waste places and wildenless are to become like Eden, a perfect
paradise, and her desert a garden. Truly may she then joy and rejoice,
and the voice of misery and murmuring must give place to the voice
of melody.
"Brethren, pray for us." It is no light matter to feed and comfort
the Ohurch of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood;
and, in and of ourselves, we are weak. Bear us in your remembrance
before the throne. When _Moses held up his hands, then Israel
prevailed; and when he let down his hands, Amalek prevailed. ButMoses' hands were heavy, and they took a stone and put it under him,
and he sat thereon, and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the
one on the one side, and the other on the other, and his hands
were steady umil the going down of the sun; and Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
Brethren, pray for our dear Editor, that his hands may be stayed,
as increased weakness must be looked for at his age; and pray for
the writer, some few paces behind our beloved brother, but needing
to be borne on your hearts at the throne before God. We have
much faith in prayer. The prayers of the righteous avail much with
God. Oh, for more Aarons and Hurs in the family circle!
Now, our passage is r~plete with precious promises concerning the
comfort that shall be brought to Zion. There are some who would lay
this state of prosperity to the period of a so-called Millennium age.
Rather I think we gather from the context and connection that it has
reference to the blessing and increase of the Ohurch, through· the
preaching of the 'Gospel-:..a fact signally realized on the Day of PentecoJlt,
when, through the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, three thousand souls
were added to the Ohurch, and not in the way of the many additions
that are made in the present day, but with those who contillued
steadfastly in the Apostles'- doctrines and fellowship.
The great promise of our ascended Lord was that, when He went
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away, He would send the Comforter. He did send the Comforter, and
Zion became comforted, and the wilderness became an Eden.
.But, in keeping with Scriptural and experimental teaching, we would!
lay the scene of this blessed prosperity in the heart, or, as JOHN
BUNYAN says, in Mansoul, rejoicing in the fact that, with all the
desert and wilderness experience that the sons and daughters of Zion
realize, there shall be times of hallowed communion and peace _with
Jesus, when within the desert has Lecome "like the garden of the Lord,"
and joy and thanksgiving and the voice of melody is heard. " A garden
inclosed is My sister, My spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain sealed,"
says our blessed Lord, adding, as if appealing to the Holy Spirit,
" Awake, 0 north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon My garden,
that the spices thereof may flow out" ; while the Church responds with
the voice of melody,'" Let my Beloved come into His garden, and
eat His pleasant fruits."
And now, in order to get -at some" pleasant fruits" to refresh our
weary spirits, and to see how it is Zion is comforted by the Holy Spirit,
we must go to. the context of our passage, which is full of precious
points.
The chapter opens with that emphatic word, " Hearken!" The matter,
we may depend upon it, is important, and lies at the root of our joy
and comfort, when the Holy Ghost bids us "Hearken!"
And He first lays down some characteristics of the children of Gop,
who are to "hearken." They "follow after righteousness."
Then, if
they "follow after," it is something that they have not got in and of
themselves. Of course, shallow readers of the Word would say this
means, they " follow after" virtue, goodness, benevolence, and the likethings all well in their place; but the righteousness which the Lord's
people "follow after" is something beyond this. It is that which Paul
describes as "the righteousness which is of faith "-faith, too, in the
Lord Jesus Chris.t, the Stumbling-stone and Rock of Offence to those
who believe not in Him.
And this view is strengthened by the next characteristic-" Ye that
follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord." God's people are
ever followers after. Christ and seekers after Jesus, the Righteous One.
Now, I do think that these bcts aim a death-blow at those who
profess to have attained to a righteousness which has brought them
into a state of "sinless perfection." Kind-hearted people as they may
be, I am sure they are under a delusion, which will bring them int()
trouble in a time of creature helplessness and dismay. Then will they
find their dogma. of a "sinless perfection" cast to the ground, and
shattered to pieces like a potter's vessel in the hands of the potter,
who has found tq~. piece to be of no value.
Recently" I had this matter brought personally before me, whil~
passing through .the. Refiner's fire.. That common expression, "Oh, he
has caught a chill!" was found to be mine in experimental severityso much so that" in a few hours, the tonsil of the throat was very
nearly closed, and swallowing anything became a desperate effort. In
a very short time I became perfectly prostrate; and: now where' were
spiritual love, and desire, and outgoings after Christ 1 All seemed gone,
and I lay as a .helpless log upon the waters of affliction. My com-
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fort, then, was not that I -had attained to a "sinless perfection," and
could plead my righteousness before God. Far from it. I could plead
nothing. My only comfort was, that I had long since committed my
soul into Christ's keeping, for all times of helplessness and adversity
-yea, for time and eternity. His intercession was going on when
mine failed, and the ," Thou art Mine," made me feel He was doing
all for me, and here I rested. If I am to have peace and comfort,
I find I must ever look clean away from the creature, and all its
dingings, to Christ and His covenant, for, as an old saint said to
Qne who was cast down on account of his sufferings, "Never mind,
friend; it is all in the covenant-all in the covenant."
Well, beloved, it is a pity that so many excellent people are
being led away by this delusion of a "sinless perfection." We can
understand it with JOHN WESLEY, with his "free-will" proclivities.
It is all of a piece with such; but, when we are learning of one and
another who hold the doctrines of grace being led away into the arena
(If a false serenity, it greatly grieves us. Certainly such are generally
ministers, who have but little dealings with the world. Let them
come -down into earth's battlings, and have to. contend with the corruptions of their hearts, amidst ungodly surroundings, methinks they
would feel differently. Such a claim discomforts and not comforts the
heart of a child of God, for, if "sinless perfection" is a mark of God's
children, he may readily argue, "I cannot be God's child." Ah! it is
to be feared that the Christian who talks of "sinless perfection" has
never been led into" the chambers of imagery," and he has yet to
learn the depths of the depravity of his own heart.
There is, to my mind, a proof of the position we are taking in
Ezekiel xxxvi. 26, 27. The Lord says to His people, "I will take
you from among the heathen. A new heart also will I give you, and
a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. And I
will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes."
And, beloved, with this new heart, is all to be as "a garden of
:Eden "~ Are we with it to know nothing of sin ~ Far from it! See
'what is added. After the new heart is given, "Then shall ye
remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good,
and shall loathe yOU1'selves in your own sight for your iniquities and for
your abominations." As if, alongside of the love, should be the
loathing; and, though saved, there shall be a constant remembrance
-of our sinnership. And so, personally, I find it;~ and it is in the
remembrance of what one is by nature, and the revelation of what
Qne is by grace, that brings to gratitude of heart and joy of soul.
Let me give you another proot of this, namely, a three-fold test
from rather an unusual source. When a poor Hindoo is converted by
God's grace, through the preaching of the Gospel, he or she receives,
at their baptism, a Christian name. The case we would refer to was
that of a woman who received the name of "Maria," and she used to
say, "I am a woman with three titles-I am Maria, a sinner; 3faria,
a child of mercy; and Maria, a UJitness."
.. And so do we, dear brother-never more so.-Ev.
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Now, is not this so with a saved soul-le I am Maria, a sinner" 7 Yes,
a sinner, I believe, will be our title to the end of our days. We feel
it; we know it. If we rightly know our own hearts before God,' who
can stand before Him and say, "I am pure " 1 It was said of Jesus.
"This Man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them." Mark~not the
act of receiving, and then they are no longer sinners; but He "eateth
with them "-a repeated act, and they remain sinners still. The dear
Lord does break in upon us, and sup with us. He is Host, Feast,
Provision, and All, and we love His presence; but sinners still is our
title, and, therefore, we need a Saviour all the day and every day.*
And then I am sure that every Spirit-taught one will go with us in the
second title. It is " Maria, a child of mercy." Oh, surely it is all mercymercy that we are not consumed-mercy that we are brought in, and
know anything of divine things-mercy that we are upheld in the
pilgrim course-mercy that Jesus condescends to hold fellowship with
us by the way-mercy that we have not made shipwreck of faith-and
I believe that, on a dying pillow, the prominent word in our silence, if
not utterance, will be, "Mercy-mercy-all mercy! A monument of
God's saving grace and mercy!" or, as our Hindoo sister put it, "a
child of mercy."
" Mercy may justly claim
A sinner's thankful voice;
And judgment joining in the theme,
We tremble and rejoice."

And then it is "Maria, the witness." Here perhaps some will
fail, and say, "Alas! I am anything. but a witness for Christ. I cannot
speak, I cannot pray, in public. I so shrink from anything like an
outward testimony." Be it so. We are not all called to bA preachers,
but yet I will answer for it, there is yet a witnessing for Christ. It
may be in a very humble and unpretending way. It may be simply
the "cup of cold water." It may be by the quiet life and example,
or it may be not beyond the precincts of one's home. There is still
the testimony of love-the outflowings, the result of the inflowings.
And, even if we cannot lay claim in this way to be a witness worthy
of the name, yet, blessed be God, with all Hi1l own, the Holy Spirit
is a Witness for them and in them, witnessing with their spirits that
they are the children of God.
Will this, the three-fold test referred to, do for us, dear reader ~
Is it not " Maria, the sinner; Maria, the child of mercy; Maria, the
witness" ~
But, to refer again to the context of our passage, there are three
" lookings" which bring about the comfort of God's love to -Zion's
sons and daughtersLooking to the condit'wn of the creature-le Hearken, ye that follow
after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: look unto the rock whence
ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digg"ld."
Looking to the stock from whi£h we sJYrang-" Look unto Abraham
your father, and unto Sarah that bare you."
• Ah! yes, yes, yes; and undoubtedly it will be so to the end, and then not
prayer, but perpetual'wonder-and adoration.-ED.
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Looking to our divine calling-Cl For I called him alone, and, ble ssed
him, and increased him."
First, looking to the condition of the creature. Is this well? Do we
need to rake over creature corruptions. The Holy Spirit puts it as a
necessity, if not to' rake over them, yet to remember them-Cl Look
to the' hole of the pit whence ye are digged."
Many years ago, I was in intercourse with a gentleman, who had to
do wi~h Lord W ARD"S collieries. We drove some miles to the spot he
sought, and, when there, he said, "Wauld you like to come with me to
the pit?" Acceding, we arrived at it, when he said, "Would you like
to go down into the pit?" I responded, "Oh, no! I have not nerve
for that!" The look into the hole of the pit was enough for me. It
was looking into blackness itself. But such is the truthful figure which
the Holy Ghost employs to relllind us of the blackness of our once
death in sin. Elsewhere, speaking of· men in that state, He says,
"Their throat is as an open sepulchre "-everything that is loathsome
and repugnant. Rather a humiliating blow all this to the inhe1'ent
good claimants. "A looking to the hole of the pit," when God gives the
eyesiglit· to do so, dispels all such fine feelings concerning Ollr natural
state.
Again, we are to look to the stock ]Tom v hich we !prang, even "unto
Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you." Not merely
to Abraham, as the father of' the Jewish nation, but to all that
believe, and to Sarah. Nothing was more unlikely or unpromising
than that such a multitude should spring from sucn barrenness; 'and
this, I think, is the pith of the Holy Spirit's teaching, to remind us
of the unpromising stock from which we come, bringing out the fact
of how completely all we know of clivine things must be a matter
of sovereign grace.
And then, u'e are to look at OU1' divine calling-" I called him
alone, and blessed him, and increased him." This, undoubtedly, was
a very special call-" Now the Lord said unto Abram, Get thee
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house,
unto a land that I will show thee: and I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and tho,u
shalt be a blessing."
But, special as this was, and, of course, fulfilled to the letter, for
it was the promise of a covenant God, we are to look to the divine
call of Abraham, and its consequences, for in it we shall see in measure
the nature of God's sovereign and gracious call of us, each and alone,
and the pilgrim life that follows, accompanied by divine increase
and blessing, till we reach the city "whose Builder and Founder is
God."
And do mark, beloved, how precious a God-beginning is like this!
It is so different to the clap-trap conversion work of the day, when
people come into the Gospel net (so-called) in shoals.';'; One has seen this
sort of thing again and again literally on the sea-coast. Nets are
.drawn to land full of fish; but are they all good? Far from it. The
." You may well give it such a name,
in the flesh:-ED.

It is begun in the flesh and will end
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fisherman selects them, and throws sometimes the greater number
back, into the sea as worthless. I fear it is so with the kind of
fishers of men work carried out under free-will comings of the present
day.
We cannot too often state that the beginning must be the divine
call alone-in other words, spiritual life given by the Holy Ghostthe Giver of life. Some think they give themselves life. Then they
are creators, and not creatures.
"The congregation of the dead" is a large congregation. Many of
its integral parts may be seen in the churches and chapels of our land,
where there is but " a name to live" arid yet death prevails. And these
dead souls are bidden to breathe and walk and act! Can there be' a
greater anomaly ~
A person preaching in Norwich, many years ago, said, in the course
of his sermon, "If King George were to come and knock at your door,
you would strive who should let him in first. Why do you not, with
equal readiness, let Christ into your hearts ~" One of the audienc,e went
to him afterwards, and said, "What if King George should knock at
the house in which the inmates were all dead ~ Who, I wonder, would
rise and let the king in ~"
No; the great truth must be proclaimed-by nature we are dead,
and shall remain so, unless God the Spirit, the Giver of life, gives life.
But He has promised to clothe tIle Word with power where faithfully
preached. This is the ordained means of bringing in God's elect from
an ungodly world.
Knowing this, assuredly let us be found among those who uphold
the pulpit-uphold the preaching of the Gospel. The tendency in our
day is, to lower the pulpit, or put it in one corner of the Church, or, as
some wonld if they could, do away with it altogether; and forsooth,
we are now told that, in this advanced age, it is teaching that is required,
and not preach'ing !
Oh, beloved, was it not by the preaching of the Word from the lips
of Peter, sealed home by the power of the Spirit, that, on the Day of
Pentecost, caused three thousand souls to gladly receive the VVord ~
And has that power ceased ~ Never; nor never will to the end of
time! The Gospel, accompanied by the Holy Spirit, is, as we have
said, the alone power still of bringing out God's elect from an ungodly
world, and of building up in their most holy faith those that are
saved by sovereign grace and mercy. "Preach the VVord ! Preach the
Word!" and leave the Holy Spirit to do His own work at His' own time
and in His own way. I would that these words were written. on the
walls of every church and chapel of our highly-favoured land.
Another source of comfort drawn from this precious chapter is;- the
everlasting character of God's salvation. In the recent sharp attack referred
to, I had, one night, a singular dream, which became to me a less01i in
the night. I dreamt that my pathway lay across a sheet of ice. Ships.
and boats around had become ice-bound. Suddenly my feet slipped
from under me, and I came heavily down on the slippery pathway.
Being a heavy man, I could not easily right myself; but I saw in the
nearest boat a man with an ill countenance and Satanic smile. He
outstretched his hand and spread his fingers to their full extent. I
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put forth my hand also to its utmost extent, but neither reached the
other. Then I thought I got up of my own accord, and exclaimed to
the man, "You are a pretty sort of a saviour! Why, by your putting
out your hand, and the tips of our fingers not meeting, you only
tantalized me in my helplessness"; and I thought I added, with
emphasis, "My Saviour would never treat me so. He saves to the
uttermost. His is a complete salvation." It was a night lesson, the
truth of which is taught in our portion, sixth verse-" Lift up your
eycs to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the
heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax' old
like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner:
but My salvation shall be f01' ever, and My righteousness shall not be
abolished."
Oh, blessed be the Lord, God's grasp is an eternal grasp! Our
hlessed Jesus is no tip of the finger Saviour. Herein is comfort and
consolation to Zion's SOIlS and daughters.
Another of the Holy Spirit's "hearkenings," fraught with comfort to
the children of God, is that of bidding us "not to fear the reproach
of mlm, neither to be afraid at their revilings." I thank God that,
personally, I have been delivered from this fear for years. I care not
what ungodly men may say about me, although I must say I have
received far more reproach from the professing Ohurch than from an
ungodly world. I have no doubt that, if I liked to compromise the
truth-be a half free-willer and half free-grace man, and call all
brethren-I might get into much publicity in this town; but, blessed be
God, I have no wish for il;, and, by God's help, I will remain among
the sect everywhere spoken against, following in t!'e footsteps of "the
little flock" whom God owns and blesses. But it is not done without
the. reproach of men and the cold shoulder of the professing Ohurch.
Another source of comfort laid down by the Holy Ghost in this
chapter is, to my mind, an exceedingly precious one. It is that
He who brings out will bring through and lYring home. He hath made
a way in the depths of the sea for the ransomed to pass over (vel'.
IO)-a complete passage through the sea of care and strife. Yas; the
divine call to which we have referred brings to the glorious crownthe everlasting salvation to everlasting glorification.
But it will be far from an easy passage. Oh, how each of us have
to tell a tale of "rough places" encountered, and "crooked places"
endm-ed, and yet brought through! Oh, how each have to tell the
tale of illnesses, of weaknesses of the body, and of apparently close
runs upon the grave, yet brought through! Oh, how each could tell
of things hard to be understood, yet shall all be cleared up one day!
Did you ever go to the great Hall at Ooventry, and see there that
remarkable piece of tapestry-a thing of its sort unsurpassed 1 Oreep
behind it, and all seems a Dlass of confusion. Stitches elongated,
stretching hither and thither, apparently with unmeaning purpose;
but it is not so. Every stitch is in its proper place. Oome to the
front of it. Face the beautiful delineation, and the splendid effect of
the whole, and you can come but to one conclusion, namely, every
stitch is in the right place. It is just so with all God's works in
ilrovidence, grace, and discipline. There may sometimes seem, to the
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eye of a dim faith, confusion of purpose, unnecessary providences, over
sharp discipline, multiplied sorrow; but it is not so. All is ordered,
and well ordered-not a thing done without a purpose, and that
purpose, one of love, to bring good to His child and glory to His
own great name.
Thus we have laid the scene of Zion's blessing in the town of
MansouI. I am not going to say that our passage does not refer to
blessings in store for Zion at large. No doubt it does. Some think,
however, that these blessings will be earthly. I think they will be
heavenly. Some talk of future grades and shades, degrees and rewards. The reward I crave is, the presence of Jesus, and this, I
believe, will be equally shared by the most humble and lowly one .of
the family of God.
.
An aged relative of ours, long since gone to her rest, used to chide
my venerable father because he prayed for an abundant entrance
iuto the heavenly kingdom. She said she should be satisfied just
to crawl into heaven. There will be no crawlers into heaven. All
who get there will do so triumphantly, and I feel satisfied will
share alike the bliss of the kingdom. And the doubting one to whom
I referred at the onset as having said, "I have no assurance that I
am a child of God," she will be there, and the feeble faith ones, and
the little ones will all be housed in their habitations above prepared
for them.
Now, dear readers, are not the things we have enumerated
calculated to comfort Zion's sons and daughters ~ Just glance at
them again. We have laid the state of prosperity in Mansoul, therefore our subject has been experimental, pointing to the marked characteristics given by the Holy Spirit of the children of Zion. They
"follow after righteousness "-they "seek the Lord "-proving that, in
this following after, they have not got it in and of themselves, but have
need to seek Jesus day by day and hour by hour, as creatures of
need, to the end. And, fOl' one, far from pretending to walk in a
sinless pathway, we must take our position on the same form with
the converted heathen woman, who said, "I am a woman with three
titles-Maria, the sinner; Maria" the child of mercy; Maria, the witness " ; feeling as I do that" Sin, alas ! each day I mourn !
Day by day I would return
To Thy feet, 0 Lord, and pray
That my guilt be washed away."

Then we have dwelt upon the Holy Spirit's three-fold bidding, in order
to bring comfort to Zion's sons and daughters. \Ve are to look at
the condition of the creature by nature, at the stock from which we
sprang, and to our divine calling; and in this way He introduces us
into most hallowed sources of comfort, sucb as the everlasting
character of God's salvation, the treating with disdain the reproach
of men, and the standing out alone, if needs be, for the truth of God;
and, lastly, the fact that He who hath brought out will bring through
and bring home.
.
Many others might be added if we went not beyond the chapter
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before us. One thing, however, is wanted, namely, the sealing home
of these truths upon our hearts, then will our wilderness hearts
become as Eden in experience, "and her desert like the garden of the
Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the
voice of melody."
I hear from my window in early morn the sweet singing of birds,
their thrilling notes resounding through the air, and their warblings
sending forth songs of gratitude and praise. Oh, may our souls b~
so filled with grace, in consideration of what the Lord has done and
is doing for Zion's sons and daughters, that our gratitude may flow
forth in joyous songs to Him who hath loved us, sanctified us,
redeemed us, and saved us with an everlasting salvation!
Burton-(Yn-Trent.
G. C.
"MAKE A SOFT SPOT BY KINDNESS."
RECEN'l'~Y

it was my privilege to be present at a Bible Class, when the
pastor, in earnest, affectionate instruction, strove tq help and .counsel
those whom he wished to see taking part as "the King's maidens,"
in inviting others to come to wisdom's feast-come, that is, to
Jesus, and find in Him the full provision for the hungry soulpardon, peace, and purity.
In connection with the portion of Scripture studied, the subject of
needfttl reproof was touched on. How difficult to give it wisely, so as
to do good! It should be prepared for by much prayer, and the most
fitting opportunity chosen, if possible, in private, and with all tenderness, lest the offender should only be hardened. Effort should be made
to find some soft spot, assailable by conviction and persuasion; and,
if there does not seem to be a soft spot, "rlwke a soft spot m}

kindness."
These words struck me as being very suggestive, both as to failure
and success, in the effort to bring wandering ones back to the path of
right. How many honest endeavours to give a faithful warning have
been fruitless of any good effect, because the ground had not been
previously softened and prepared by real kindness, which gave assurance tha.t the reproof, when it did come, sprang only from that true,
love which sought the best welfare of the one to whom friendly counsel'
or Tebuke had to be addressed.
This idea of " making a soft spot by kindness," how it kindles hope of
succeeding in some cases which had caused a feeling of almost helpless
despondency! Now for a new effort in a new way; and, having committed the matter to God in earnest prayer, let there be a trustful
e~pebtation that some good shall result, sooner or later, though a season
of patient waiting may have to be passed first. Only let us be sure
that we get no particle of self mixed up with our efforts, but that all
is done with a single eye to the glory of the Saviour, and the benefit
of those whom we are trying to influence, then will there be far less
likelihood of failure in efforts made, or of our failing to make the
efforts which are required.
.
E. L. T.

\
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'l]ilgrim 'I] aum~.
DEW-DROPS.
"Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in
Him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true tight now
shineth."-l JOHN ii. 8.
h' has been said that John's Epistles are all love, and it is to be
expected, when we see how near he was to Jesus, and how dear to
HIS heart. The position that "the beloved of the Lord," which his
name signifies, occupied as "leaning on Jesus' bosom," and "whom
J eaus loved," must of necessity have brought him into close communion
with his Lord and Master, and there, drinking in His eternal love. his
heart went forth in love to Him who had implanted it there. Thus
John writes-" We love Him because He first loved us."
Now, in the seventh and eighth verses there seems, by a casual,
reading, to be a slight contradiction; for, having said, "I write no new
commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from
the beginning," he immediately follows on by the words, "A new commandment I write unto you." But the paradoxical statement is too
beautiful to be passed over, and is an immediate reference to Him
who says, "-Behold, I make all things new." It was" an old commandment," inasmuch as it' was from' all eternity, when, from the creation'
of the world, God foresaw the need of a Saviour for it, and appointed
His Son, in the ages to come, to be that Saviour. But it was new,
or renewed, when Jesus had fulfilled that appointment, and had caused
the darkness to _pass, and th~ true light to shine. It was new as
brought in by Him who secured to His people "all things new." It
was a new, a better, way-" a new commandment "-not of law, but of
love. There was the newness of love. or the ratification of the eternal
love of God the Father, all the way through. It.. was love beneath,
above, around, and within, written in our hearts.in letters of gold-yea,
more, in letters of blood, for "greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends.'~ And this was the new
commandment wrought in them that are made partakers of His love.
In His own words, "As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved
you; continue ye in My love." And that love shall abound one toward another in the family of His redeemed ones, and is a proof of
their being born again into that family, for, says John (again upon
love), "We know tbat we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren."
But, again, how the expression, "which thing is true in Him anjI
in you," brings out the indissoluble union of Christ and His member~'!
There we see, the bond of love existing in Christ and His peopt~,
actuating all their lives, promoting all their desires after Him whom
their souls love. J olm himself is buruing within him of "the love of
God in Christ Jesus," as he writes to the brethren. His heart was
going out in unspeakable gratitude to Him who had bestowed IJis
love upon one feelingly so unworthy, and he is lost in wonder aJt,d
astonishment that such an one as himself should be the recipient of
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that love, when he exclaims, ': Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us,. that we should be called the sons of
God; therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not."
Oh, beloved, it is an inexhaustible subject, never to be got over,
and one of which we. shall never know the end! Well may the poet
exclaim"Oh, love divine, how Bweet thou art!
When shall I find my willing heart
All taken up by thee 1
I thirst, I faint, I die to prove
The greatness of redeeming love,
The love of God to me ! "
And this love brings light-" because the darkness is past, and the
true light now shineth." Jesus was the true Light. He is Light,
and in Him is no darkness at all; but it must needs be that we
know of the darkness, for we could not bear it all light and no
darkness. But" light is sown for the righteous," and because of it,
the Sgwer will look for His seed to spring up and bring forth much
fruit.
And yet another promise shines out in Psalm cxii. 4-" Unto the
upright there ariseth light in the darkness." I believe, by the sentence which immediately follows this, that these words have especial
reference to Christ Jesus, the "upright" One, for whom J ehovah
had yet to shine upon Him, when after the soul-tmvail, darkness,
and awful suffering alone, "and of the people there was none with
Him," nor could they know any sorrow like unto His. Yet I think
the light spoken of here as appearing in the darkness must have
been seen by Him, when there came a Voice from heaven, saying,
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
Ob, it is worth all the darkness, if it is to catch the Father's
countenance beaming upon us in His unchangeable love and faithfulness ! There is light in darkness as well as after for His children.
Light reveals my sins; but, blessed be God, it also shows me my
Saviour! Yea, it leads me to Him, for "a light shall shine upon
thy ways," and that way, which is in thy Father's guiding and keeping, leads thee straight home to heaven and glory.
Then we must remember that, while here below, we cannot see light
in light. . There must be a dark ba~kground to show it up and bring
it out in its perfection. Yea, the light makes all things else sink away
into darkness in comparison to its glorious light.
Oh, beloved, can we rebel1 I know the darkness is not pleasant, and
to bc caused to walk in it for long together may be very trying to
flesh and blood; but then it is the appointed path, and the path thy
Father knows is best for thee, and He is with thee all the way. The
pathway to the kingdom mllst be right, even if it be strewn with
darkness, or thorns meet you in the way. The mercy of being kept
through it all shines out as the Father's promise to His children.
And you know we are fast leaving all behind, and pressing onward and
homeward, never to journey over the same hill of difficulty twice.
Once arrived at home, we shall know no more of darkness; and there
is none ior us here, when we realize our standing in Him..
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God Himself bless you, beloved, and give you now, as always, to
prove the "thing that is true in Him and in you, because the darkiIless is past, and the true light now shineth" j and, abiding, walking,
living in Him, you will prove, "The path of the just js as a shining
light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day."

R.

"IT'S HIS MATTER, NOT YOURS."
" How strange is the course that a pilgrim mUllt steer!
How perplexed is the path he must tread!
The hope of his happiness rises from fear,
.And his life he receives from the dead.
" His fairest pretensions must be utterly waived,
And his best resolutions be crossed;
He cannot be said to be perfectly saved
Till he finds himself utterly lost."

Taus ~pake the immortal HART, that deep spiritual student j and
oh, how true his language is, in the believer's experience, from time
to time! How" strange" indeed is his course! How impossible it is '
for him to "find out the Almighty unto perfection ,. in the leadings of
His providen0e! Everything within and without, at times, seems to
bailie all his attempts to understand the why or the wherefore of this
or that. Perplexed to the last degree, burdened heavily, fears prevailing, he exclaims, with J acob of old, "All these things are against.
me!" He looks narrowly to his ways, to see if he can discover any.
reason for such crushing trials, such terrible, unlooked-for defeats, befalling him. Job-like, he says, "My soul is weary of my life; I will leave
my complaint upon myself j I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.
I will say unto God, Do not condemn me j show me wherefore Thou
contendest with me" (Job x. 1, 2). He plies the throne of grace
with many a gracious new-covenant promise. He pleads and re-pleads,
"Remember tile word unto Thy servant upon which Thou hast caused
me to hope." But all seems in vain. He sinks 'in his feelings. He
looks at the mountain, and fears it will fall upon him, and crush
him completely; or he scans the valley, and apprehends he shall never
pass safely through it. Things are all so crooked, he thinks they will
never be mltde straight again. The pathway is so very rough, he concludes it will prove too much for him. He views the promise very
doubtfully as to whether it will be fulfilled in his case, "I will bring
the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths
that they have not known: I wm make darkness light before them,
and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and
not forsake them" (Isa. xlii. 16).
Ah! he, under these circumstances, prO'1;es-it is not a dry doctrinal
belief merely-the truth of the Master's words, "It is the Spirit that
quickeneth j the !lesh profiteth nothing. The words that I speak [yes,
that's it] ~mto you, they are spirit and they are life." Talk to such an·
one about taking God at His word, as people sometimes say ought
to be done. Ask a poor, crushed, help-neerling sinner if the letter of
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truth is sufficient j and I venture to say, without the least fear of
contradiction, he will affirm, without one particle of reservation, that
it is not. He will tell you, in substance, that "the kingdom of God"
(set up and established in the heart by the Holy Ghost) "is not in
word only, but in power" (1 Cor. iv. 20). The Word of God, except
applied by the blessed Spirit with supernatural power to the soul, is
a killing Word-at least, I find it so. Oh, it is power-soul-melting,
soul-bedewing, heart-moulding and mellowing power-in a word, the
precious power and unction of the Holy Ghost-that I and every other
deeply-distressed, harassed, plagued, and tempted one, need in the
time of trial! The letter of truth may do for fair weather, but it
will not stand the storm. Notion in the head may do for times of
prosperity, but it is only grace, experimentally known, proved, and felt
in the heart, that will stand in the day of adversity.
My fellow-sinner, do you know the difference between the promise
or Word of God in the letter, and the promise or Word in the sweet
power of it applied with divine warmth to the heart 7 Personally, I
trust J do; hence, in my feeble ministrations from Sabbath to Sabbath
in the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts, I am obliged to contend, not
for dry, abstract doctrine, but for experimental power-that power
which comes alone from the work of God the Holy Ghost-not in the
head, but lower down than that-in the heart. I get turned, as we
sometimes say, topsy-turvy so frequently in my circumstances-and in
my feelings, too-as that I know, by painful, yet profitable, experience,
that nothing short of personal acquaintance with divine verities can
strengthen, establish, and settle a poor, hell-deserving sinner in the
matters pertaining to our most holy faith.
How indescribably crushed I feel in my soul again and again, in regard
to business cares and responsibilities, none but my own soul and the Lord
knows. Those who have travelled, or wlio, like myself, are now travelling,
through business trials and turmoil, can enter into the feelings, no doubt.
In these times of keen-and in many cases unscrupulous-competitio~,
how impossible the child of God finds it to be to keep pace wi h the
respectable (pardon the word, de~r reader) thievery practised a< almost
every turn! Add to this, the almost unprecedentedly bad state of trade
on all hands, and some idea may be formed of what the Lord's children,
especially His ministering servants, have to contend with. :Many times
within the last two years and a half have I feared I should be brought
to utter destruction circumstantially-should not be able to meet my
engagements. Oh, the almost countless sighs and groans that have
been wrung out of my well-nigh broken heart! What sleepless hours,
what tossings from side to side on the bed, what mental anguish, what
appeals to the Lord, what sinkings; and, to complete the list, what
awful rebellion and deadly hostility against the Most High!
Oh, what a practical insight into the utter depravity of the human
heart have these painful lessons afforded me. Never could I have
believed my heart was so bad, so black, so vile, had I not experienced
it. While these crushing defeats-these bitter, pinching, adverse (judging
after the flesh) trials-have led to such astounding discoveries of my
thorough alienation from God by nature, they have likewise opened up,
instrumentally, such room for the displays of divine favour and good-
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ness-yea, have led .to such manifestations of the Lord's forbearance,.
pity, and tenderness-that sometimes I have wept for joy, both publicly
and privately too. At such sacred seasons, I have blessed Him for the
weights, and have entered feelingly into the meaning of James's words,.
"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations
[or trials]; knowing this [experimentally], that the trying of your faith
worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing" (James i. 2-4). At.
these times we have understood the words" Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials give new life to prayer"-

aye, and to praise also" Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low, and keep me there."

As an illustration of the sigh and the song-the care, the deep concern, mental anguish, and most entire creature-prostration, and the
Lord's" sweet manifestations of mercy, love, and power-I shall give
you, dear reader, an incident or two that have occurred just lately.
I am immersed in business care and turmoil from Monday morning
until Saturday afternoon. Owing to the badness of trade generally, but:
more especially to the fashion being much against the use of the
article I am engaged in the manufacture of (elastic webs for boots and
shoes), I am often in the position of those of whom we read, "For we·
have no might against this great company" (of bad debts, disappointing
letters, customers' complaints, goods left to account, scarcity of orders,.
Satanic insinuations, rebellious thoughts, and crowds of unbelieving.
fears) "that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our
eyes are upon Thee" (2 Chron. xx. 12).
In the midst of these things, sometimes I wish I had never been
born,· wish I had never ventured to speak a word for the Lord, envy
the very beasts of the field, and conclude that my lot is harder than
any mortal's. "Oh, wretched man that I am!"
But for restraining
mercy, ere now I shoulu have put an end to my miserable life.
Picture to yourself, my fellow-tried and buffeted brother, what my feel-·
ings must be when I have to go into the pulpit under such circumstances.
I wonder not at Jonah going to Tarshish, or rather, trying to go there,
instead of to Nineveh. I have sometimes, on a Sunday morning, whell
I have sat down in the pulpit before the people, felt as though I could
curse and swear rather than pray and praise. Sorry plight this, is it
not ~ What about saying anything by way of creature-exaltation under
such circumstances ~ What about stroking the flesh down while in this
position ~ What about human goodness, will, and power to serve the
Lord ~ Where is' the room for boasting of self ~ If the Lord drops
a word into the soul, slaying its rebellion and melting it a little, whogets th\l praise ~ What does it bespeak 1 What chord does it touch ~
Let my favourite hymn-writer, KENT, answer;>.And you are not the only one, dear brother, that has repeatedly had the same··
wish.-ED.
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"Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding,
Ransomed souls the tidings swell ;
'Tis a deep that knows no soundingWho its lengths and breadths can tell 1
On its glories
Let my soul for ever dwell."

ITn the dust the poor soul lies" Shouting glory
To the Go~ of sovereign grace."

But to proceed. The business. I do is principally foreign. I have
,sufficient knowledge of the French language to read and write it with
,some little facility, and I can speak it, though not to any great
.extent; yet I can make myself understood, and can understand what
is spoken, if the speaker speaks rather slowly.
I carry on my
business in the main through agents in France, Belgium, and other
places abroad, and am under the necessity of visiting occasionally these
men fOJ" business reasons.
Five weeks ago, a matter turned up with one of these men which
so crushed me in my feelings as that it seemed, so far as I could
judge, as if ~ink I must-as ·if I should lose my reason. I cannot
here give details, although I should like, in one sense, to do so.
Well,' I sent to one of these agents for a certain purpose a cheque
for between ninety and one hundred pounds. A week after this
.cheque was sent, I found out, to my dismay, that it had not been
devoted .to the purpose it was intended for. My poor heart sank.
What a restless night I had! I lay upon my bed tossing to and
fro, trying to plead with the Lord, but could not get a particle
of help, nor did He appear to pay the slightest regard. I
told Him my fears.· I tried to urge before Him the words He
dropped so softly, and yet so blessedly, into my surprised heart, some
three and a half years ago, in a certain solicitor's office in Coventry,
when He so marvellously and so very unexpectedly appeared for me
in connection with my separation from my then partners in the
business I' am now engaged in-" Now unto Him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think, according to the
power that worketh in us, unto Him be glory in the Church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." But it
was all to no purpose. All was an awful blank. Oh, how wearied I
was in body, and mind too, when I rose from my bed the next morning!
I went to my warehouse in the morning beseeching the Lord that
I might have a reply to the telegram and letter I had sent the day
before. The mid-day delivery, by which I usually get Continental
letters, passed and brought no tidings. With anguished heart I cried
and groaned to the Most High, imploring His interference. I wrote a
second letter, demanding explanations, but received no reply. My
fears seemed as if they would overwhelm me, for there was not only
th~ ninety to a hundred pound cheque at stake, but the same party
was indebted to me for more than another hundred pounds, besides
holding stock, without any security, for some six or seven hundred
pounds more, making in all some nine hundred pounds.
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As I could get no answer to my telegram, nor to my two letters, I
began to fear that perhaps the man had disposed of my stock, and
used my cheque to help him out of the country.
On the Friday, I wrote a third letter, saying' that, if I were not
put into possession of satisfactory explanations of his conduct, I should
come over and take such proceedings as the circumstances of the case
might require.
I really felt, on the Friday, that I could not preach on the Sunday,
and I was undecided as to whether to start for the Continent on
the morrow or not. :JadeI' these' feelings, I wrote a letter to the
people I was engaged to supply on April 26th, telling them just a.
little of my case, and that I did not then know whether I should
come to fulfil the engagement or not, but that I would send them a
telegram the next day, if I deemed it advisable to start for the Continent.
At the time I wrote this letter, I thought of acting according to
the intelligence I might or might not get from abroad on the morrow.
I passed through a dreadful night on the Friday. Oh, the intense
wrestling, the groaning, during the midnight hours! What painful
forebodings! What gloomy feelings and fears! I seemed to have' no
more hope of deliverance than if I had never had a single answer to
prayer, or a manifestation of divine favour. I called myself a thousand
fools'" for having done this and that at such-and-such a time. I
reproached myself much, but the Lord more. I felt I could not only
run away from His service, but curse Him and it too. Awful feelings! Rebellious as the devil, I felt I could have welcomed annihilatioIl
during part of the time.
Oh, my fellow-sinner, these are the spots and circumstances where
all creature comeliness is turned into corruption-where our religion gets
into a very little compass-yea, 'where we question whether we have
any at all! Here all our fancied ability to pray or praise, to think or
act spiritually, is taken away. Do you know anything about this line
of teaching 7 t
With heavy heart I rose from my bed. I went to Coventry, hoping
I might have some news by the first post. But no; such was not to
be the case. When the time came for the second delivery of letters,
I was all of a flutter and tremble. The postman came,' but brought
no tidings. Down I went, if possible, lower than before in my feelings! I tried to ask the Lord for direction as to whether I should
send the telegram informing the people previously spoken of that I
could not come to preach. These words seemed to serve as a beacon
to show the way-" Thein that honour Me, I will honour." I determined; irrespective of all issues, to go and try to fulfil the engagement,
although' how it was to be done I could Dot see, for I felt more fit
for a prison or a lunatic asylum than a pulpit.
I left Coventry for ,my destination by a late train, not wanting to
get there until hed-time. When I am so extremely depressed, as upon
this occasion, I avoid as much as possible all contact with my fellow* Ah! dear brother, and it is with such fools the Lord has so blessedly to do,
and through and by them makes 'His wisdom, love, and power so graciously to
shine.-En.
t Yes, brother, we ,do-we do !-Eo.
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creatures. Solitude seems more congenial than society at such times.
I can sigh, groan, or speak, just as I please, without any fear of being
noticed or heard.
.
I reached my friend's house shortly before ten o'clock. Supper
ended, I went to bed. Everything, so far as the morrow was coocerJ'led, according to my feelings, was a thorough blank. I endeavoured
to fix the mind upon some word, but all to no purpose. All was out
of course. " Alas! alas!" said I to myself, "what shall 1 do if this
state of feeling should continue through the coming day 1"
About midnight I fell asleep, but awoke early next morning. I rose in
the same condition of mind as I had been in the night before. ,\Vhile
dressing, I was desiring the Lord to "send out His light and His
truth into my soul, that they might lead me and bring me unto His
holy hill and unto His ta"bernacles." Just for a moment or two there
seemed a little hope to spring up in one's soul, as thesa words came
gently flowing, "Remember me, 0 Lord, with the fa,Tour that Thou
bearest unto Thy people j 0 visit me with Thy salvation " (Psa.
cvi. 4). "Lord," I asked, "is that to be tlie text for the day 1 May
I venture to hope that Thou hast spoken the word 1 Dost Thou
intend to give me another answer to that question, 'Is anything too
hard for the Lord l' May I indulge the thought that Thou wilt at
the needed moment be mouth, matter, and wisdom unto me-that
Thou wilt strengthen me physically, mentally, and spiritually during
this, to me, dreaded day 1" "Lord," I said, "I'm a poor wretch-a
thorough wreck! Oh, do get to Thyself praise through a weak and
helpless worm, who feels altogether unfit for being mouth for Theo to
the people! Lord, I do feel persuaded that, if Thou wilt, Thou
canst give me to realize the truth of Thy own words, addressed to
Thy servant Paul, ':My grace is sufficient for thee.'"
I went down stairs and had breakfast, after which a portion of
Scripture was read, and we bent the knee in prayer. A little sweet
access was felt, .but not sufficient to satisfy. The Lord gave what we
caU an appetite-sharpener-just a touch,'" enough to set the soul longing
more ardently after a full, a clear, a precious faith's view of Himself.
Oh, reader, do you know anything of these attracting lave-toudles, these
litfJle sips, these rnomenta1'y glirnpses of light in the darl.;ness? If so, you
will understa.nd what the writer's feelings were upon this occasion.
They were in harmony with the Psalmist's, when he said, "Why art
thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 and why art thou disquieted within me 1
hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him, who is the health of
my countenance, and my God" (Psa. xlii. 11).
When prayer was ended, there was a determination to go forth with
the words before-mentioned-" Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favour
that Thou bearesL unto Thy people j 0 visit me with Thy salvation! .,
I always like to arrange my text for speaking from under heads, at'
divisions, as short as possible, for I think it saves confusion in th,)
pulpit oftentimes, and is helpful to preacher and hearer also. But when
I am so completely crushed, as I was at this season, sometimes I call

* Ah! that wonderful "touch," brother! .And think of that wonderful word
of our most wonderful Lord-oll! sympathising High Priest-et Somebody hnth
touched Me."-ED.
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scarcely manage it by the time I have to go before' the people. Only
a few minutes ere starting for chapel had I got my heads in anything
like satisfactory order. They were as follows-first, the character of
the suppliant; secondly, the favour desired; thirdly, the salvation
longed for.
I entered the pulpit in a state of hope and fear. I hoped the
Lord would appear, although, so far, as my conduct and spirit were
concerned, there wa-s not a particle of reason why He should. I had
been so awfully rebellious and hostile to His dispensations towards
me. I feared He might desert, as to manifestation, and, if He should
do so, I knew, in my then confused and agitated condition, it seemed
impossible for me to speak intelligibly for ten minutes, much less threequarters of an hour.
After reading the lesson, I commenced in broken language telling out
the desires of my soul at the mercy-seat. Gradually the heart began
to melt, until by-and-bye it was what I call in advance of the lipsthat is to say, the lips could not express fast enough the sweet and
sacred emotions realized within. As the rays of divine love warmed
my soul, I felt I could adopt the words of dear NEWTON" Begone unbelief! my Saviour is near,
And for my relief will surely appear;
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform;
With Christ in the vessel I smile at the storm.
" Though dark be my way, since He is my Guide,
'Tis mine to obey, 'tis His to provide;
Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail,
The word He has spoken shall surely prevail."

With very different feelings in operation to what were at work in
my breast a short time before, I took my seat. The second hymn
sung, I read my text. The character of the suppliant I traced out in
five particulars, namely, a poor, helpless, perplexed, benighted, devil-hunted
sinner.
I had no reason to borrow from anyone's experience by way of
confirming these characteristic features of the spiritual suppliant. I
felt there could not be a poorer sinner in the place that morning
than what I was. As I contemplated my own poverty and destitution
of everything spiritually acceptable to God, these words of Mr. HART
substantially expressed the deep feelings of my heart of hearts" Here's my claim, and here aloneNone a Saviour more can need;
Deeds of righteousness I've noneNo; not one good work to plead:
Not a glimpse of hope for me,
Only in Gethsemane. '*'

Moreover, as I dwelt upon the helpless condition of the sinner to do,
or think, or say, aught well-pleasing to th8 Lord, I had not to speak
at a peradventure. The thorough prostration I had been for the past
• Are not these most sacred times, brother, notwithstanding all the sm7 _
roundings ?-En.

------_.--------
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few days the subject of, prevented any half-and-half expressions as t&
creature inability.
AgaiB, when showing how entirely the suppliant for mercy and favour
is perplexed b~yond expression at times, I spoke not speculatively nor
at random. No, no! I knew I felt most painfully the truth of what
I was advancing to my hearers, for my perplexity was indescribable.
And'then, when contending that the child of God, notwithstanding all
the light, 101'1', and power realized over and over again, knows what
it is to "wall!: in darkness, and to have no [sensible] light" (Isa. 1. 10),
I was at no uncertainty as to whether my remarks were in accordance
with divine teaching and the Word of God, for I was passing through
a season of darkness, the like of which had never been exceeded for
intensity, so far as I could remember.
Lastly, as I spoke of the great adversary, the devil, " going about as
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour," I knew from experience
the truth of TOPLADY'S words" Sometimes as I strive, as I mourn,
My hold of the promise to keep,
The billows more fiercely return,
And plunge me again in the deep.
" When harassed, and cast from Thy sight,
The tempter suS!gests with a roar,
'Thy Lord hath forsaken thee quite;
Thy God will be gracious no more!'"
What a vast difference between speaking of these things from an
,experimental acquaintance with them over treating of them theoretically!
Experience is life; theory is death. .A. vi~al knowledge of these matters
can never be borrowed from books, nor from the letter of God's 'Word.">\'
No hypocrite can tread this ground. No dead formalist can understand
these matters. Successful imitation seems almost out of the question.
While speaking of these several features of the real suppliant at the
throne of grace, my soul was sweetly enlarged, softened, and satisfied,
as with marrow and fatness.
The afternoon service was, on the whole, a good one to my soul;
but the Lord had reserved the greatest blessings (as to me:lSure of
precious comfort) for me in the evening.
I read for the lesson, the fourteenth chapter of Exodus. Oh, how
suitable to my condition at the moment! It was with no small effort
I concealed my emotion while reading some of the verses.
When calling upon the Lord in prayer, my soul was most blessedly
enlarged. How, for the time being, I seemed to revel in Paul's language
-" When I am weak, then am I strong. Most gladly, therefore, will I
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me."
How 1 did, without entering into detail before the people, enter into'
the every hole and corner of my difficulties, fears, apprehensions,
sinkings, needs for time and eternity-yea, all that concerned me-before
the Lord.
I do rejoice most heartily, at times, in the thought that I eau
• No; in no

wi~e!
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come fresh from the Fountain:Rell,c1.-ED.
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tell the Lord specially what I need without letting a fellow-creature
into the secret. So it was upon this memorable evening, April 26th,
1885. How 1 urged that plea of Joshua's-" And what wilt T~ou do .
unto Thy great name?" The Lord seemed to give me full liberty to
ask what I would, and to allow me to plead with Him upon the ground
of relationship, and also upon the ground of His free and unconditional-His "yea and amen "-promises in Christ Jesus. By virtue of
the precious outpouring of His Spirit upon me, not by dint of creature
effort or exercise-oh, no-a thousand times, no-l realized most
sweetly that
" Prayer makes the darkenp.d cloud withdraw;
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;
Gives exercise to faith and love;
Brings every ,blessing from above."

The deacon gave out, as the hymn before the sermon, that richly
experimental one" Dear Refuge of my weary soul,
On Thee when sorrows rise,
On Thee when waves of trouble roll,
My fainting hope relies.

" Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face?
And shall I seek in vain?
And can the ear of sovereign grace
Be deaf when I complain 1

" To Thee I tell each rising grief,
For Thou alone canst heal;
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief
For every pain I feel.

" No; still the ear of sovereign grace
Attends the mourner's prayer;
Oh, may I ever find access
To breathe my sorrows there!

" Thy mercy-seat is open still;
Here let my soul retreat;
With humble hope attend Thy will,
And wait beneath Thy feet."

Oh, the dew, the precious dew, the unction, the heavenly unction,
the power, the soul-absorbing (ah! that's the word) power, that rested
upon me, as this hymn was sung, exceeds description! 1 felt 1 would
not have a straw altered in my trials at the moment.'" Truly I
could say, "For our light aflliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight. of glory; while
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the
things which are not seen are eternal."
1 was no stranger to Ha.bakkuk's words at thiii sweet season-CC Although
the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the
flock shall be. cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the
stalls: yet [this is one of faith's' yets,' dear reader; the flesh does not
understand it] I will rejoice in the Lord, 1 will joy in the God of, my
salvation" (Hab. iii. 17, 18). Supernatural indeed must that power
be which enables a poor sinner, in such -circumstances as these, to
"'rejoice in the Lord, to joy in the God of his salvation, and to glory
in tribulation." How can the soul mistake the Source from whence
such signal favours flow? Can the soul divide, or attempt to divide,
*No, not a straw. All, all is, and shall be, well !-ED.
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the praise with the Lord

~

Oh, no!

Personally, I have, under the

~ffects of these so gracious, so unexpected, and altogether undeserved

visits from the Lord, felt I could say, without one partiGle of reservation-'
" Jesus is worthy to receive
Honour and power divine;
And blessings more than we can gIve,
Be, Lord, for ever Thine."
What a holy, ardent desire and, determination these blessed love-visits
beget in the soul to·" know nothing among men save Jesus Christ
and Him crucified"! How creature opinion dwindles into the veriest
nothingness while the Lord entertains the soul with His matchless
mercy! Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, for such rich entertainments in
the very midst of such· scenes as thou wast surroUlided with on the
present occasion! In what bold relief that glorious Scripture stands out,
as contrasted with creature weakness, sinfulness, rebellion, and fretfulness- H By grace are ye saved, through fai~h; and that not. of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast" !
Oh, these prf3cious family secrets! Happy, thrice happy, that soul that
has a God-imparted knowledge of them! "The secret of the Lord is
with them that fear Him, and He will show them His covenant."
(To be continued.)

GOD'S GIFTS.
(ROMANS viii. 32.)

A SOUVENIR from a dear and. valued friend is much prized, often
recalling pleasing memories, and uniting the kind donor more closely
to the heitrt. Sometimes a gift tends to heal a wounded spirit, reminding us that we are, not· quite forgotten. It has been said that it is
the essence of love to delight to have something to give. It is not
our intention, however, to write about such gifts now; but we desire,
by the help of God the Spirit, to consider some of the gifts which
God so graciously bestows from time to time upon mankind, and more
especially upon the household of faith.
Oh, beloved readers, it is a subject that one hardly knows where to
begin, and surely it will be as .difficult to know where to leave off.
Our natural gifts of seeing, hearing, &c., are quite beyond poor, finite
man's comprehension. The gift of. the sun for a light by day, and the
moon for a light by night; the varied seasons, and the wonderful
produce of theear!h, show that God is the Author and Giver of all
good things.. ' Indeed, many persons will acknowledge Him as a God
of providence, who know nothiIlg of Him as a God of grace. The
Lord's gifts are never bestowed with aniggardly hand, but His mercies
are full and free.
.
.
St. Paul writes, in ~he sixth chapter to the Romans, last verse-:
"The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal ]jfe, through
Jesus Christ our Lord." Death in all its hideous forms, spiritual,
temporal, and eternal, is all the wages allotted by the law, or which
can be procured by all the service of sin; put that ev'erlasting life which
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in the full enjoyment of, and conformity to, God, is bestowed
<m us 'without any regard to our merits, -bllt on account of the
righteousness and mediation of Jesus Christ, our only Saviour and
Lord. And, in the second chapter to the Ephesians, eighth verse-" By .
.grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God "-that is, salvation proceeds entirely from the good-will
'and favour of God, and is received by us through faith-not by any
virtue of faith itself (which is also a gift of God), but as God's appointed
'means whereby we receive, and rest upon Christ· alone for it.' And this
faith itself, as well as the salvation thereby received, is not from any
natural good disposition,' free-will, or anything we are capable of, but
is wholly the gift of God, purchased by Christ, and graciously wrought
<in us by the almighty power of God the Spirit.
St. James writes, in his first chapter-Cl Every good gift, and every
perfect gift, is from above, and cometh down from the Father-of
[ights "-that is, every blessing of creation, providence, and grace j and
nothin cr but what is good comes from this Source. God is the Author
.and Bes oweI' of all happiness, holiness, grace, and glory. St. Matthew
says, "If ye, then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
·children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give
good t,hings to them that ask Him ~ " Precious words, and from the
Lord Jesus Himself! Alas! how often we forget, or neglect to do, what
He co=ands us! Well might it be said to us now, as the Apostle
.James wrote long ago, "Ye have not, because ye ask not."
St. J OM, in the seventeenth chapter of his Gospel, gives us the
blessed, yet solemn, prayer which the Lord Jesus uttered before His
·death-" Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom
'Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We are"-as if He
would say, "I affectionately commend them to Thy care whom Thou
didst commit to Me, as members of My body, to be redeemed and
saved by Me. I pray that Thou wouldst perform in them all the good
pleasure of Thy will, that I, together with Thee, may be glorified in
'their redemption and effectual calling, and in their faith, love, obedience,
.and eternal salvation. And now the time is come that I must die, a
willing Sacrifice for their sins; and shall soon be with Thee as before.
But My people. must be a little longer in the world, encompassed about
with many infirmities, temptations, dangers, and difficulties. Do Thou
instruct, defend, and comfort them; preserve them steadfast in their,
faith and profession; that they may be My witnesses for the truth in
the midst of an ungodly world, where carnality and unbelief abound.
Enable them, by their life and conversation, to show forth Whose they
are, and Whom they serve; for, as Thou didst send Me to preach the
Gospel, and reprove sin, so may they continue to carry on the work
Thou gavest Me to do, -that others, beholding the effect of their
union to Me, may be induced, by the operation of the Holy Ghost,
to believe in Me as the promised Messiah. And, Holy, Father, I
further claim that, accord.ing to My purchase and agreement, all those
whom Thou hast given Me to receive eternal life be, in due time,
admitted into Thy immediate presence in heaven, there to enjoy that
l)lessed eternity which, in Thy distinguishing love, Thou. hast prepared
for them."
2 L 2
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. Yes, beloved reader, our blessed Lord Jesus took, at the hands of
His Father (as a gift), that special people, His flock, a goodly flock~
a multitude of souls which no man can number, of which was not
Abraham a type, "who was rich in flocks and herds," when he gave all
that he had unto Isaac ~ (Gen. xlv.)
In the sixth verse of the chapter we have been considering, Jesus
said, "Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me." Again, in the
sixth chapter-" This is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of
all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it
up again at the last day." Thus are His people loved with an everlasting love; and, although 1;ltterly unworthy, in and of themselves, are
accepted in Him, and are even made unto Him a glorious inheritance.
There are also other gifts mentioned in the Bible-" the gift of
prophecy," "the gift of healing," &c. St. Paul, in his second Epistle
to the Corinthians, the twelfth chapter, says, "And lest I should
be exalted above measure, through the abundance of the revelations,
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to
buffet me"; by which poor Paul was grieved, for he writes, in the next
verse, "For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart
from me." (And can we not, dear reader, enter somewhat into his
sorrow, when the Lord's afflictive hand is laid upon us ~ ) "And He
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee; for My strength is
made perfect in weakness. I'
What a gracious 1mswer, and one which has been a consolation to
many a tried one! Truly, our heavenly Father knoweth what is best for
us. Let us try, under all our afflictions, to cast ourselves submissively
upon Him, resting assured that whatever He does is in infinite wisdom
and love. He makes no mistakes. Hast thou a poor, weak, afflicted
body, scarcely knowing what a day's health, or a night's freedom from
pain and weariness, is ~ Or it may be thou art sorely distressed in
providing for a large and increasing family. Or perhaps thou hast
to travel much alone through life's journey, hardly knowing any who
"through much tribulation" are pressing on to the kingdom. Or
persecution, severe and trying, may be thy lot. "Beloved, think it
not strange concerning the fiery trial, . . . . as though some strange thing
happened unto you. But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings; that when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be
glad with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ,
happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you"
(1 Pet. iv. 12-14).
How often have we found comfort, in the midst of deep distress,
in looking beyond the present life to that which is to come! The
Israelites got no relief whilst they kept looking at the terrible wounds
inflicted by the serpents; but as soon as, by faith, they were enabled
to behold the brazen serpent which Moses, by command of God, had
lifted up, they were immediately healed. One look from self to the
Saviour still stands good. "Look unto Me" is His command still.
Let us not be surprised or disheartened when troubles come upon
us. God often suffers His people to be deeply exercised to refine or
purify them, and try their faith, and, in the end, that He may be glorified
ill bringing them safely through. Assuredly, the purpose of afflictions
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is, to lead us into a deeper knowledge of ourselves, and into closer
union and communion with Christ. At such seasons we are some-.
times favoured with glimpses (by faith) of Jesus, causing us to -crave
more after Him, persuaded that" None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good. "

The whole leading and drawing, the. training and disciplIne, has been
of God, and is sure of a blessed result.
Never can we think of God's gifts and mercies, but with minds
"lost ill wonder, love, and praise." If, through the grace of God, we
have touched a chord in but one heart, and led that one to meditate
upon, and bless and praise God for, His "unspeakable gift," we shall
not have written in vain.
May God grant His blessing, for Christ's sake!
Cockjield.
C. B.

THE DEEP-SEA FISHERIES.
AN article upon the above subject appears in Old Jonathan for July.
After stating our great indebtedness to the noble race of mon who, at
the sacrifice of every home comfort, and at the imminent risk of life,
spend the greater part of their time in procuring so important an article
of food, we express a hearty wish to co·operate with those who are
anxious to supply wholesome reading for those who are thus engaged
on behalf of their fellow-creatures. We extract the following from the
article above-named:" Our second illustration shows how the public may prove practically
their interest in the well-being of so noble a class of men, namely, not
merely by contributing by donation or yearly subscription to the
Mission to Deep-Sea Fishermen, whose offices are at 31, New Bridge
Street, London, KC., but by forwarding, to the care of the Secretary,
such books or publications as are at once calculated to interest and
edify the men who delight to while away certain leisure time in
reading. Now, here is a man in the act of supplying a bundle of
literature to a passing yawl. Ardently do we wish that some of our
little work, 'Walks and Talks. with Jesu>, , were among the contents of
these packages.
"Will any of our readers help us in the cost of sending a supply to
the Secretary of the above-named Society ~ For every shilling we
receive for this object, we will send three copies of our sixpenny
edition of ' Walks and Talks with Jesus'; or for every pOltncl we will
send them at half-price, for the service-and, we trust, for the eternal
benefit-of these poor deep-sea fishermen."
We have great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of the following sums, in answer to the above appeal :-General and Mrs. WHISTLER,
£2 j Their Niece, Is. j A Constant Reader, 10s. j Miss ROWED, £1;
Mrs. C. T. BARGE, 3s.
IT is not enough to le&rn that which is good, but we must continua
it unto the end.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LATE BISHOP OF CASHEL; OR~
THOUGHTS UPON TRUE SPIRITUAL DEVOTION, WHILST'
GAZING UPON THE RUINS OF TINTERN ABBEY.
FEW, if any, of those who were ever privileged to be present at
the family worship in the residence of the loved Bishop of Cashel, can
ever-forget tlle savour and unction and power of his words upon these
occasions. Very many years have passed away since we were one of
that favoured number, but the recollection is most vivid of the scene
at these times presented. The clergy (say from twenty. to thirty),_having
been summoned by the prayer-bell, would take up their position rOllI!d
three sides, of the dining-room, the remaining side being occupied by
the servants. When all were assembled, the Bishop would take hi~.
ilelJ.t at the head of 'the table, with his face towards the servaIlts.
After 'a short prayer, imploring the blessing of the Lord upon the
reading of His Word, he would select a chapter from a due course of
reading~ and at every,few verses would. close his eyes, and expound
the Word, offering the most practical comments, and interspersing them
with the most fervent a13pirations that the Lord Himself would shine in,
upon His Word, and by it impart the blessing it was wont, under the
.
Spirit's application, to convey.
Having thus occupied about twenty minutes, he would then bow
the knee, and a more fervent, ardent, unctuous prayer we think we
never heard offered than that which would then fall from the lips· of
that venerable servant of God. It was indicative of the most intensehumility of heart. It bespoke the very deepest sense of personal unworthiness. It was evidently the expression-the heart-utterance-of
one thoroughly sensible that every blessing from above-each gift from
on high-must be rich, free, and altogether unmerited. 'Who that
was ever present upon one of those deeply-interesting, and at the same
time sotemn, occasions, can forget that fervent, ardent, most importunate .-(' Do, Lord, do" this or that, which, from time to time, fell from
the Bishop's lips? That earnest, that intensely-craving, "do, (7..0," has
followed us long afterwards-yea, we may say, it has abode with us
to' this very hour.
.
At the moment of recalling' to our recollection those privileged
seasons in the palace of the late loved Bishop of Cashel, we are seated,
upoIl;a lovely summer's day, just without the walls of that splendid
ruin, Tinteru Abbey; and the fact of our thus being, for a short
half-hour, located, leads us to contrast the scenes within those walls in
by-gone ages. We think of the professed worshippers there engaged,.
and their midnight as well as daily service. These beautiful hills might.
ha.ve resounded with their deep-toned melody; but oh, was there, amid
all these self-denying efforts, one tithe of that spiritual; God-awake~ed
worship and true sanctity of heart of those times and seasons 0'£ w~ich
we testify? Nay, nay! The so-called worship of those 'blinded:
devotees w.as prompted by a zeal that lacked knowledge. . Although
llesh-mortifying and creature-denying, as far as outward appearanc£'s go,
the question may still .suggest itself, "Who hath required .this at your
haJ;ld ~" (See Isaiah i. 12-15.)
.
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The whole savours of' a covenant of works-of that state/of things
of which the Apostle speaks, in regard to the Jews, that, "being
ignorant of God's righteousness, they went about to establish their own
righteousness, not submitting themselves to the righteousness of Christ."
1;'he whole betrayed a vital ignorance of Christ, in the tfue spiritual
sense of the word.

LU',rHER'S PRAYER.
EX:TR:\-CT FROM LUTHER'S PRAYER PREVIOUS TO HIS APPEARANOE
BEFORE THE DIET OF WORMS, OVERHEARD AND WRITTEN DOWN BY
SOME FRIE!\T]), AND PRESERVED IN A COLLECTION OF DOCUlI1ENTS
RELATIVE TO THAT TIME.
'

"OH, almighty and everlasting G9d, how terrible is this world!
Behold, it openeth its mouth to. !lwallow me up, and I have so little
trust in 'rhee. How weak is the flesh, and how powerful is Satan!
If it is in the strength of. this world only that I must put my trust,
all is over. My last hour is come; my condemnation has been pronounced! Oh, God, do Thou help me against all the wisdom of this
world! Do this! Thou shouldest do this-Thou alone-for. this i~ not
my work, but Thine. I have nothing to do here; nothing to. contend
for with these great ones of the earth. I should desire to see my days
flow on peaceful and happy. But the cause is Thine, and ~t is a
righteous and eternal cause. Oh, Lord, help me! Faithful and unchangeable God, in no man do I place my trust. It would be vain. All
that is of man is uncertain; all that cometh of man fails. Qh, God,
my God, hearest Thou not 1 My God, art Thou dead 1 No; Thou
canst not die; Thou hidest Thyself only. Thou hast chosen me for
this work. 1 know it well. Act, then, oh, God! Stand at my side,
for the sake of, Thy well-beloved Son Jesus Christ, who is my Defence,
my Shield, and my Strong Tower. Lord, where stayest Thou 1 Oh,
my God, where art Thou 1 Come! I am ready! I am ready to lay
down my life for Thy truth, patient as a lamb, for it is the cause
of justice-it is Thine. I will never separate myself from Thee,
neither now nor through eternity; and, though the world shonld be
filled with devils-though my body, which is still the work of Thy
hands, should be slain, be stretched upon the pavement, be cut to
pieces, reduced to ashes-my soul is Thine. Yes, I have the assurance
of Thy Word, my soul belongs to Thee. It shall abide for ever with
Thee. Amen. God help me!"
This prayer explains LUTHER and the Reformation. History here
raises the veil, and discloses to our·view the secret place whence strength
and courage were imparteq, to this despised and humble man, who was
tile instrument of God to emancipate the souls and the thoughts cif
men, and to open a new era.-From D'Auoigne's "History oj the
Rejo1"rnation."
I

L"I a world like this, where we are always liable to unforeseen events,
a man without religion may be compared to a ship in a storm, without
.
either rudder, anchor, or pilot.
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MR. GLADSTONE.
.1l).St clerical appointment was quite in harmony' with all his
previous proceedings, in which it would seem his one end and purpose
was, thoroughly to Romanize the Church of England. He appears to
have done his utmost to further a system which is bringing ruin
upon us, both as a Church and nation; and how it is that the
people generally have not long since seen through the ·.man, and
anticipated his intentions, can only be accounted for by their being
under a_ judicial and fatal blindness. In speaking of Mr. GLADSTONE,
the English Churchman says :HIS

HOLY TRINITY, STROUD GREEN.
Mr. GLA.DSTONE'S last act of ecclesiastical patronage will not tend to
enhance his reputation either for courtesy, charity, or judgment. He wilfully; and with a perfect knowledge of the consequence that would ensue,
threw the apple of discord among the parishioners of Holy Trinity, Stroud
Green,. by appointing by telegram,. in the last hours of his administration,
a pronounced and aggressive Ritualist to the cure of a parish which had
not only been always accustomed to Evangelical services and preaching,
but which had been founded by Evangelical men, who gave their money,
and gave it most liberally, with the intention, and doubtless with the full
convic.tion, that the clergymen who should be appointed to the living
would be of one mind with its founders.
The .Prime Minister knew that the church had been erected at the
expense of Evangelical Churchmen; nor was he ignorant of the promise
of the . late Bishop. Nay, more than this. Directly the Churchwardens
became aware that the patronage had passed into his hands, they addressed
to him a reasonable and respectful letter, in the course of which they
remarked-" We will not presume to submit the names of any clergymen
for your consideration. unless you request us to do so, but would express
the earnest delilire of the parishioners,. who have with great effort built the
chur~h, for. the appointment. of a Vicar who will continue the same
Evangelical teaching, and maintain the' same bright and hearty services, to
which they have been accustomed." In reply to this letter, Mr. GllDSTONE
assured the Churchwardens that they might "rely upon his using every
endeavour to make a suitable recommendation to the Queen." We should
like to have seen the expression on Mr. GLADSTONE'S countenance when he
was dictating this J esuitical sentence to his secretary. The words were
most carefully.chosen, and .far be it from us to say that they were chosen
because they were capable of a double meaning. However, the parishioners,
in' the innocence of their hearts, naturally supposed that the words
contained an assurance that the clergyman appointed would be one who
would be suitable to the congregation; in fact, that the request contained
ill their le~ter was to be granted.
Nor can we see how, as honest men
themselves, they could have put any other construction on such a reply,.
coming from the first Minister of the Crown. Did Mr. GLADSTONE select
th~ word "suitable:' with the latent knowledge that he intended to make
an appointment suitable to his Ritualistic friends, but which should be
diametrically opposed to the express wishes of those to whom he was
replying 1 We only ask the question; we do not presume to answer it.
The first clergyman to whom' the living was offered,' and whom, of course,
Mr. GLADSTONE considered a suitable man, was Mr. SHEEPSHANK.S, who,
like Mr. LINKLATE.R, is a pronounced Ritualist. Mr. SHEEPSHANKS, how-
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ever, had the good taste to refuse ·to force himeelf on an unsympathetic
congregation, and therefore declined the appointment. During the delay
thus occasioned, the hours of Mr. GLADSTO~E'S Crown patronage were
numbered; . therefore, lest the living which had so accidentally lapsed
to him by the death of the regular patron should again lapse to his
flucceS\lOr in the Premiership, and an opportunity be thus' lost of firing
.a parting shot at the Protestant Church, Mr. GLADSTONE, on the very day
he resigned office, sent in hot haste a telegram to Mr. LINKLATER, not
'Only offering the living, but pressing for an immediate answer, which, as
·our readers are already aware, was one of acceptance. Such is the
,history of the appointment.
And now our readers may ask, "Who is this Mr. LINKLATER? What
.are his antecedents l What has he done to recommend himself as a
suitable instrument in Mr. GUDSTONE'S hands for thwarting the views of the
Evangelie&l parishioners of Stroud. Green 1" 'I'he Rev. ROBERT LINKLATER
was formerly Curate of Frome Selwood, the notorious Mr. BEN1'o'ETT being
his Rector. We next find him at St. Peter's, London Docks, the Ritualistic
prac~ices at which church are also sufficiently notorious.
But it was during his
association with Winchester College, as a missioner at Portsmouth, appointed
as such by Dr. RIDDING, now Bishop of Southwell, that Mr. LINKLATER
obtained his chief and most unenviable notoriety. . Strong indignation
meetings were held at Portsmouth, to prC)test against his being intruded on
parishes -that had formerly been Protestant and peaceful, and the columns of
the local newspapers, week after week, were filled with reports of such
meetings, and of correspondence with reference to Mr. LINKLATER'S teaching
and practice-notably in connection with the confessional-and every effort
was made to induce him to re~ign, but without effect. Mr. LINKLATER is a
member of the Society of the Holy Cross, and of the Confraternity of the
Blessed Sacrament, and he sigiled the petition for licensed confessors. Hence
we are not surprised to come across some very pronounced statements in
sundry little pamphlets he has issued. These brochures are only remarkab'e
for their bald and crude contradictions of the teaching of the Church of
England.. For example, alluding to the prayer of consecration, he say~,
"' Bow your he.art with lowly reverence, and worship the dear Lord Jesus
present on the altar under the veil of bread and wine" (" A Companion to
the High Celebration," p. 16). Again," Bow to the altar when you leave
the church, bec;Luse it has just been the throne of Jesus Christ your Lord"
(Ibid, p. 17). ~r. LINKLATER'S teaching on confession is also of a ,ery
pronounced type. In his "Simple Tract on Confession" he writes, "You
say you can confess your sins to God, but how will you know when you are
forgive1l1 You want a messenger, as Nathan came to David, and said,
, The Lord hath put away thy sin'; so the priest gives (forgiveness) to the
r~ally penitent heart by His authority committed to him."
When Mr.
LrNKLATER can show that ministers of the Gospel, as distinguished from the
Christian la~ty, are once called priests in the New Testament, we will accept
his teaching,· but not before. Here, however, is a little difficulty which never
seems to present itself to sacerdotal mind3.
Such are the antecedents of Mr. LINKLATER, and we cannot wonder that
the Evangelical parishioners of Stroud Green protested against having such a
pastor thrust uP9n th~m ; nor does he seem, from his first appearance among
them, to possel!s the necessary tact for soothing irritation. At the public
meeting, summoned by the Churchwardens to protest against the appointment,
Mr. Lrl'.'XLATER denounced those who dissented from him as being only fit
for lunatic asylums, and on these words causing disturbance, he said, "I
withdraw the words, and apologise to the class of persons to whom they were
addre,sed.1l. Such language was neither. courteous nor Christian. It is
evident that Mr. LrNKLATER will be out of his place at Stroud Green, and
there are those who think he is out of his place in the Church of England.
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ROME'S TACTICS.
SHE asked for toleration,some fifty years ago;
She was so innocent, she said, 'twas wrong to treat her so ;
It really seemed a pity that England should remember
Such trifles as the Smithfield fires and Guido Fawkes November.
Our senators', imagining there really was a change,
Admitted her to Parliament, and gave her system range;
She took her seat so modestly, and seemed so very quiet,
That many people wondered at the anti-popish riot.
But then, as now and ever, the woman wore a mask,;
Ap'ostacy, her'aim was; to subjugate, her task;
The first she has accomplished; the Church has gone astray;
But subjugation turns the scale a bit the other way.
She says, "My Church is holy, my Popes are holy too;
My fathers, brothers, monks, and nuns, what holy things they do l'
The evils you may hear of may fill you with disgust,
But know the holiness of Rome may never be discussed.
'" I'll tell you what my holiness will do," says Mrs. Rome;
" If e'er you take my candle-lights to come and look at home;
'Twill tear your blessed Bibles and break your lecturers' heads,
And send your honest Protestants a bleeding to their beds.
, " I asked for toleration; you gave it; but I give
No toleratiQn where I come; all perish if I live;
And o'er the sleeping country I pass with lengthy strides,
For so I conquer England-I haTe no foe besides."
What say you, men of England ~ You know the woman wellA perjured thing, a murderess, a woe unspeakableBlighting the 'fairest country which bends beneath her sway;
Answer me-will you take' her into your homes to-day 1
Stand up, then:""'stand together-stand out and make her known,
For, where she gains a footing, she never comes alone;
She comes with revolution, and anarchy, and chains,
For thought itself is fettered where the scarlet woman reigns.
Pour out a cry to heav~n, oh, honest-hearted men,
For Widdows ,and O'G.orman, and all who know her den.
Pray that their words may vibrate along the thoughtless land,
Till, side by side, with firm resolve, facing the foe we stand.
No blustering crowd IS needed-we meet our foes like men;
Hear what they say. and claim the right to have our say a"o-ain;
Would God our feeble voices were steeped in living power,
To rouse our fellow-countrymen in this insipid hour !
God hold the lives of any who mount above the crowd.
With honest heart and burning lip, amid Rome's curses loud!
He sitteth King upon the floods; and, on a given day,
One of His mighty seas shall sweep the godless thing away !
.~fils.)

T.

~,

CHAl'LIlS.

THIS is truly ~ world of change, and we must all soon make a,
change of worlds.
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IDOLATRY.-DECEIVING AND BEING DECEIVED.
WE have received the following from a brother clergyman, labouring
in an adjoining parish. The scene he describes took place in a neighbouring church, consecrated, a year or two ago, by the Lord Bishop of
thll diocese. In the face of the remonstrance lately published by his·
lordship, we cannot believe that he is aware of the proceedings at this,.
alas! so popular and largely-attended church. At the recent opening
of a Mission Hall in connection with the church, by the present
Sheriff of Bristol, one of the speakers stated that, through the arduous
labours of those. present, or identified with the work, many who had
forsaken the Church at the Reformation were brought back within
her pale. Considering the state of things prior to the Reformation,
and the costly sacrifice at which the blessings of that Reformation
were purchased, bow lamentable was such a statement! Moreover~
how awful (we cannot use a milder word) is the contemplation of
the hapless consequences (as our correspondent shows, by the little
book he quotes) to the hnndreds of little children attending theschools connected with this church, thus instilled in their very
earliest days with the blasphemous and most destructive idea" When I confess, with contrite heart,
My sins unto the priest,
I do believe from all their guilt
That moment I'm released."

We repeat that such a statement is an awful-yea, a most dreadfuldelusion, and that those who believe in, and are in the habit of
practising, such deceptions are entailing upon themselves not only
their own guilt, but the blood of others. Such, at the .last great
day, if divine grace and mercy previously interpose not, will have to
render an account of their stewardship, with a weight and responsibility
that is fearful to contemplate. We would not stand in the position
of such-no, not for ten thousand worlds!
The delusion expressed in the verse we have quoted is in perfect.
accordance with a statement made by the Rev. R. N. SHUTTE, Vicar
of St. Michael and All Angels, Landport, Portsmouth, in a sermon, al1
extract from which appeared in the Record newspaper. Said that poor~
deluded, but, alas! popular man, "When a poor penitent comes to me
and confesses his sins, I believe that, when I absolve him, he rises as
pure and as white as snow, and as if our blessed Lord had uttel'ed
the absolution Himself."
What accursed blasphemy'! What fearful delusion! What souldestructive teaching!
Moreover, the Record states that the same miserable instructor (what
in ~ alas!) states, with regard to confession, "Many left' confession til1
their death-bed, and they then sent for the priest," but he strongly
advised doing it at once. Let -them come boldly to God's appointed
priest, and receive the' absolution; and they did not know what a tMide?' ti1
• Yes, and, under such circumstances, and in such a spirit, they might as,
well send for the devil.-Eo.
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1vould soon spring up between themselves and him-a tie more tender than
even existed between husband and Wife, 01' any othe1' relationship."

There is a statement, ye husbands! ye fathers! Would ye like to
trust your wives or your daughters in such hands 1 If so, ye lack the
'principles even of Englishmen, not to say Christians!
But we must come to our correspondent's facts. Here they are:THE CONFESSIONAL AT HOLY NATIVITY, KNOWLE.
Having read in the parish magazine, "The Banner of Faith," which
would be more rightly termed, "The Banner of Faithless Degeneracy,"
.subtle with erroneous teaching, that the church was open "for the
<lonvenience of those who may desire to see the clergy, on Fridays from
half-past thrce to half-past four, half-past six to half-past seven, and
.after evensong; Saturdays, half-past three to half-past four, half-past
six to half-past seven, and after evensong, and eight to nine," no
doubt this is conveniently arranged so that the deluded, priest-ridden
<mes, the wives and young daughters of weak-minded or deceived
husbands and fathers, could be enabled to select their favourite" father
confessor."
Repulsive and loathsome this surely is to any honest, straightforward
Englishman, and much more so to a child of God, a living soul, living
only through revealed union to the covenant Head of that "little
flock," "His body the Church" (Eph. i. 21-23; Col. i. 19; ii. 3-10)
-he who realizes with unction to his soul, through the operations of
the Lord the Holy Spirit, that Jehovah, the Father, did give Him
to be Head over all things to His people-the only Way, the only
Truth, the only Life, the only Good, the only Peace, the only
Mediator, the "Great H'igh Priest," and there is none other
(1 Tim. ii. 5).
Reading, then, the advertised times when I should be likely to see
this abomination of the "mother of abominations" actually taking
place, I entered the church at a quarter to nine on a certain Saturday evening in May.
The' church was apparently deserted-dark and gloomy on entering it-the "holy" (sic) lamp from Jerusalem, with its usual and
perpetual light, hanging in the chancel. The only other lights were
those in the chancel, on the right hand side.
Standing silently for a short time-during which I counted over
twenty candles on the altar-I heard conversation in an undertone
proceeding from the upper end of the church, but no one was visible.
Having proceeded up the church, I stood in the chancel Then two
confessionals were apparent, one on either side, in' the recesses of the
chancel. At intervals, these mysterious mutterings continued, now a
man's, then a girl's voice being distinguishable from behind a thick
curtain, and well panelled and secret place.
At length there appeared from that place of hidden mysteries, a
good-looking, well-dressed girl of about seventeen years of age. On
seeing a stranger standing in the chancel, she blushed and started.
1 suppose it was only the natural result of unexpectedly seeing me.
The Vicar coming out immediately afterwards, proceeded towards· me,
with the idea, perhaps, that he had another victim waiting to lay bare
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the thoughts and secret desires of the heart (revealed to no other),
and whom he might assist by suggestive questions to a full confession;.
but on recognizing, doubtless, who was there, he hastily turned totl;J.e rails of the altar of Baal, and knelt there.
Who was in the other confessional I know not. Silence reigned.
there. I saw no one else but these two, nor for some time previous
to my entering the church, had anyone passed out or in.
I left the church grieved at heart and burning with indignation-the.
D,\ore so as I knew that even children under eight years old were encouraged to confess.: for I had a "Manual for Children of the Church" in.
~y possession, which is being freely circulated among the children in
the parish, in which manual full instructions are given to them how·
to prepare for confession. .There are confessional questions on page 38
not fit to be printed in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The book before me was obtained from a girl of eight years old~
On page 40 this hymn is printed, for the "children of the Church" t(}
learn" Yes, I am going to God's priest,
" It matters not what others doTo tell him all my sin;
What others think and say~
.And from this very hour I'll
Each one must answer for himstrive
self
A. new life to begin.
At the last judgment day.
" "'hen I conf~ss, with contrite heart,
My sins unto the priest,
I do believe from all their guilt
That moment I'm released."

Poor, deluded "children of the Church" of the Holy Nativity.
Knowle ! "Shall I not visit for these things 1 saith the Lord: and
shall not My soul be avenged on such a nation as this 1" "Hear now,
o house of Israel, is not My way equal ~ "

"IS THE MASS CELEBRATED IN ST. PAUL'S
CATHEDRAL 1"
SUCH is the heading of an article in the English Ch1tTchmctn for May
21st. 'When preaching at the Church of S~. Augus~ine and St. Faith,
just under the shade of St. Paul's, some thirty years ago, we made
the remark, in speaking of the Romeward course of things, "When
MctSS is said in the neighbouring Cctlhedral." Let the following s~ate
ment, coupled with the sermon lately preitched by Canon LIDDO~,
decide whether there was ground for such a remark or not:In reference to this subject (says the English ChurchTiULn) a corre~
spondent writes:A few years ago, a telegram from Rome appeared in· the Times
newspaper to the effect that. a Romish prela~e had said to the Pope
that" he hoped to see the day when the Mass would be celebrated in
the great St. Paul's Cathedral of London as in the great St. Peter's
at Rome." The following will show how soon the news from Rome
is likely to be verified, unless the overruling power of the Spirit of
God should influence the new Bishop of London to interfere.

------ ----------------- ---
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Having attended, in company with a friend, the early morning
:service at St. Swithin's, Cannon Street (which is, by the way, a
Protestant service), and it being still a few minutes to eight o'clock,
we heard the bell of St. Paul's Cathedral calling the "faithful" to
·early Communion, and thought it might be well to witness the service.
On entering the cathedral, our attention was attracted by the sound
·of a voice proceeding from a chapel on the left hand side of the
cathedral; and, as we approached the chapel, we observed a "priest"
standing before a gorgeously adorned "altar," with two lighted candles
upon it (quite unnecessary for .the purpose of light), reading the service
with his back to the people. On his right was kneeling an assistant
~, priest."
The "Prayer of Consecration" was read by the priest in an inaYdible
monotone voice, with his back to the people; and, on reading the words,
.. This is My body," he elevated the paten and prostrated himself
before the "altar" three or four times. Likewise, on reading the
words, "This is the blood," &c., he elevated the cup and prostrated
bimself again as before. There were some fifty or sixty persons present
who partook of the Communion, amongst whom we noticed two sisters
;attired in the dress of nuns.
After the administration of the Communion the service concluded.
The Romish ceremony of washing the cup after celebration was then
,gone through, the assistant priest deliberately pouring the water out
of a small phial into the cup. The priest then rinsed the cup several
-times, and drank the contents; and so concluded this solemn mockery
-of the Lord's Supper.
Having regard to these prostrations and adoration of the elements,
·can there be a doubt that the officiating priest believed in the Romish
doctrine of the corporeal presence ? We, therefore, feel we are war-ranted in stating that the service we witnessed was none other han
the Mass of the Church of Rome in disguise.'
But how long are these things to be tolerated for the sake of an
.assumed peace 7 and how long shall the Church of England foster traitor~,
who make merchandise in our Protestant Church, and thus pave the
'way for the entrance of converts into the apostate Church of Rome 1
I am not resident within the diocese of the Bishop of London, or I
,should deem it my duty to acquaint his lordship with these fact.:;;
but I sincerely hope that some Christian Churchman will attend an
early celebration at St. Paul's Cathedral, and bring the matter before
-the Bishop.
We cannot expect the blessing of God upon the Church so long as
Romanism is tolerated 'within her pale, neither can we expec sinners
-to be converted to Christ, when idolatry in the Church must be a
stumbling-block to the salvation of their souls.
It is the teaching of the doctrine of the Mass in the Church that is
hastening the question of disestablishment; and, if Churchmen tolerate
-the Mass in the Church, they cannot be surprised if Dissenters are
-demanding that the question may speedily be brought before Parliament.
We would earnestly desire to maintain the Establishment as a b!1lwark of Protestantism, as the Church of England has undoubtedly
been in the past; but rather would we prefer disestablishment, than
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allow our Protestant ship to be scuttled by the secret intrigues of
Romanizing traitors. I appeal to loyal Churchmen to come to the
front, and take action against these conspirators.
PASSING NOTES.
WE would invite the attention of our readers to the two annexed
extracts from journals of the day-the one setting forth the depressed
state of trade; the other, detailing somewhat of the pursuits indulged
in on the Lord's Day. These facts, moreover, are recorded at a crisis
when a neighbouring country is suffering from the devastating prevalence of that deadly scourge, cholera, and the which the faculty have
:stated, England may reasonably expect a similar visitation :"A Standm'd leader observes, 'If we are to believe all that is said
.about the state of business in the City, and, above all, on the Stock
Exchange, it would be easy to entertain the conviction that never were
-times so bad as they are just at present.' Too true is the only echo it can
.conscientiously make to this view, and gloomy though it is, it is to be
feared that all familiar with the state of business will fully endorse it."
"Mr. and Mrs. CHARLES WYNDHAM gave a delightful party to their
iriends at Oakley House, on Sunday last. Two magnificent portable
rooms, one for dancing and the other for refreshments, were erected
in the extensive garden adjoining the house, and the grounds themselves
were most tastefully decorated with coloured lamps and Chinese
lanterns, in a style similar to that adopted at the Inventories. The
·effect produced was extremely picturesque. The Coldstream Guards'
band, the Siamese Minstrels, and Mr. WHITELEY'S quadrille band were
.engaged. In short, the whole affair was done in the most princely
fashion, and will be remembered as one of the pleasantest events of the
.season." If actors and actresses choose to desecrate Sunday' in this
way, surely they need not advertise it. How can they wonder that,
under such circumstances, many people prefer not to patronise them~'
-Bristol Times and Mi1"'1'or.
Dr. NULTY, Roman Catholic Bishop of Meath, was entertained at
·a banquet at Navan. In replying to the toast of his health, and ·in
referring to the appointment of bishops, he said it was impossible fm'
.the Pope, who was under the influence of the Holy Ghost, to go w1·ong.
Dr. WALSH has left Dublin for Rome, where he will be consecrated
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Dublin.
The conferring of a baronetcy upon Mr. ERRINGTON is a conVincing
]lroof of the fact that his "delicate but unrecognised mission," or, as:'
it is otherwise described, his" voluntary services in a quasi-diplomatic
field," were virtually undertaken at the suggestion of the late Gover!lment. Why so much pains should have been taken by Earl GRANVILLE
.and Mr. GLADSTONE to return evasive and shufiling replies to the
many questions put to them on this subject is not to be accouI}.ted
for, except on the ground that they delight in them because "it is
their nature to." Truthfl).lness and plain speaking aJ;e not in an)'
.sense distinct characteristics of Liberal statesmen in office.
.
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THE BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER ON REUNION WITH ROME.
CHRIST CHURCH, Clifton, the north aisle of which has just been completed,
was reopened recently. A large congregation was present at the opening
service, and the sermon was preached by the Lord Bishop of Gloucester
and Bristol, who took for his text, 1 Timothy vi. 29-" Guard that which
is committed unto thee." The words on which we now are meditating (said his lordship) are
indeed a text for our own times, and their application is all the more
pressing in proportion as we find that ours is not the simpler and easier
task of guarding against the open and plainly-avowed opponent, but that
our real and most dangerous foes are those who, by outward profession, still
belong to the household of faith. But, in seeking thus to illustrate the
deep need of the exhortation, and the dangers that are threatening us from
the side of those who are giving up all that is distinctive and vital in ~he
faith that has been committed to us, let me not fail, however briefly, to call
attention to the increasing boldness of the attempts to adulterate and to
corrupt it. Visible union with the Churches of the East and the West,
and especially with the Church of Rome, and so, by consequence, acquiescence, at the very least, in the doctrines of that Church, is now openly.
advocated. Whether this be from the feeling of a common danger, orwhether it be from some yearning for a union that never can be realized
until the Church of Rome gives up her own identity, or whether it be from
some hopeless hope that a Church which has but recently added two monstrous articles of faith to her already gravely-corrupted deposit will hereafter'
reconsider her position, we know not. But, whatever the moving principle'
may be, the fact is now indisputable-visible union is advocated, and even
prepared for. by those who have received the precious deposit of the Anglican fait.h. It is but a few months ago that I saw it deliberately stated, in
a parish magazine, that transubstantiation was really and truly the doctrineof the Church of England; and, that there might be no mistake on this
point, the readers of this unprofitable serial were gravely told that, though ourTwenty-eighth Article not only condemns transubstantiation, but defines it,
and explains clearly what it condemns, it is really all the time referring to
something else, which, let me distinctly say, by no amount of literary ingenuity could be read into its lucid and self· explanatory words. To giV&
another instance. It is orily two or three weeks since that I saw it reported
that, at a large meeting of a society that, by its very title, would claim to
be a society of the English Church, a responsible and representa ive speaker
specified among t~e objects nearest to the hearts of the members of the
Society, "visible union with the great Apostolic See of the West, that had'
done so much to guard "the trull faith. " Yes, and had added to that faith
the doctrines of the immaculate conception of the blessed Virgin, and of
the infallibility of the spiritual head of that dominant Church. Such things.
illustrate what I have said; but, as regards realization, they need not greatly
alarm us. Visible union can only mean that both parties should be willing
to enter into it; and of this willingness the Church of R-ome, to the credit,
at. any rate, of her consistency, has never given tbe faintest indication.
Submissions there may be to the Church of R-ome, and it is my belief that,
in the present state of spiritual confusion,'" those submissions will be made
in increasing numbers. Submissions there may be, but visible union, on
the basis of mutual concessions, never, never, while a so-declared infallible
head remains the supreme spiritual ruler of the Church of Rome-never, solong as that ancient Church retains any trace of its own identity.
But I must now draw these words to their conclusion. My object has been
'" The Bishop may well say, "spil'itual confusion," for such is the characteristicof the day.-ED.
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to bring home to all thoughtful persons the dangers that lie around us and
our children, not so much from open assaults Oil .the faith as from the tacit
surrender of vital principles, or from the acceptance of idtlas of union where
union involvea disloyalty, and corruption of that which has been committed
to us. Infidelity, it well may be, is the deadly principle that is .really· at
work in every movement of modern thought;'" and it may be fairly said
that all we have been contemplating are but manifestations of it in two or
. three of its varied and protean forms. Still, we shall be wise, from time to
time, to deal with proximate principles, and to endeavour to countervail
those tendencies which we can all. plainly recognize a'l most potently influencing the general t-enor of religious life around us. And of these tmdencies,
the two of most dangerous energy are those on which we have been meditating this aft-ernoon-the tendency to give up vital doctrines under the supposed pre.>sure of modern thought or scientific discovery; and the opposite,
but eq
y perilous, tendency to fly for protection to authority-not the
blessed. SllStaining, and consoling authority of God's holy Word, but the
cold., Bern, and, as I sincerely believe, ultimately unsatisfying, authority of
a se .styled infallible Church. Agnosticism, or Rome, are the two alternatives
tha a the last present themselves to the wearied spirit-a world without a
Redeemer and a Gospel, or a Church in which human mediators stand between
he soul and the only Mediator, and in which that one voice, that one utterance,
t-hat the soul craves for in its deep trouble is never directly heard-CC Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." To
ilia rest God, in His infinite mercy, brings all weary spirits-all that have
I ,or are silently losing, that which was committed unto them;· all that
feel that they are alone in a world of stern laws and pitiless conflicts, that
5ee the light dying out around them, behind them the lost path, before them
the bleak waste; that have given up all save one poor lingering hope that
there will, somewhere, be rest at last. To such may God give light. And
to us all-to us who know in whom we have trusted, and are learning day
by day more of the mystery of a Redeemer's love-to us may God give
renewed strength and courage to guard that which has been committed unto
us, to help others by our steadfastness, and at last, to find joy and peace.
for ever with a redeeming and restoring Lord.

MORNING THOUGHTS.
I

to know Thee, gracious Lord;
I want to love Thee more ;
Thy garments new to touch, Lord;
To worsh~p and adore.
WANT

A touch is all I ask, Lord;
Such virtue in Thee lies,
'Twill bring to life the dead, Lord,
And give sight to the eyes.

The spi~it oft is willing, Lord,
Take out this heart of stone, Lord;
But then the flesh is weak;
A new and clean one give;
That I may understand Thy Word,
A live coal from Thine altar, Lord,
Read, mark, learn, and live.
W(luld make my lips to speak.
Jesus, my loving, gracious Lord,
Plead Thou before the throne
That the blest Spirit may come down,
And make me all Thine own.
C.R
Cockfield.

TIDT state is surely best which keeps you dependent on God and
thankful to Him; and so you shall find it in the end.
• We pray the reader to consider tbi~. We believe it to be a verity.-En.
2M
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NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT BARBADOES.
"WherefQ1'e, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, WQ1'k out YOU?' own salvat'wn with
lea!" and trembling. For it is God which wQ1'keth in you both to will anri
to do of His good pleasure."-PHILIPPIANS ii. 12, 13.
PAUL, being jealous over the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, as he·
was over those at Corinth, lest any of them should give occasion
to the enemy to blaspheme, even for a time, exhorts them in my
text, "My brethren, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presenceonly, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling"-not a slavish, distrustful dread, but. with a
holy, ~hild-like, awful reverence of the divine Mltjesty, as we r€ad in
Psalm ii. 11-" Serve the Lord with fear; rejoice unto Him with
reverence." He then gives the following reason why they should have'
this' fear and trembling-" Because it is God which worketh in YOI1.
both to will and to do of His good pleasure." .
In the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for August, 1875, page 412, the writer of
the article there says-" An Arminian Baptist minister remarked, 'I
sum up all my religion in that expression of ..St. 'Paul's, " Work out,'"
&c.; but he stopped short at 'trembling,' just as usual with Arminian
and all holders of false doctrine, who cite garbled texts. A Calvinist
who was present replied, 'And so do I, with the addition which the
Holy Spirit has given US_Cl for it is God which worketh in you both.
t!> will and to do of His good pleasure."'"
With God's help, I shall endeavour to put a right construction on·
this text. There are three grand, distinct parts in salvation-justifica~.
tion, sanctification, and glorification. Justification includes pardon of
sin, acceptance with God, reconciliation, adoption into God's family,
peace with God, an interest in all the promises of God-which are
many, great, and precious, and are" all in Christ yea and amen "-and
a title irrevocable to the enjoyment of God, and the fulness of joy
and pleasures for evermore at His right hand, All this is. embodied
in the words of Paul to the believers at Rome-CC Being justifiecL
by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ; by
whom also we have· access into this grace wherein we stand, and<
rejoice. in hope of the glory of God." Justification is an act, full,
complete, and perfect, finished at once and for ever, because it is the,
result of Christ's having worked out this part of His people's salvation·
by His" obedience unto death, even the death of the cross," and which.
is placed to their account as soon as, in the fulness of His time, each
gets the faith of God's elect, through the energy or powerful inworking of the blessed Spirit of grace, just as a debtor is free from debt.
when one who has the means, which he worked for, and the good
will from God, kindly pays his debt, and his creditor has no claim
against him any longer.
.
I knew an instance of a gentleman in the Queen's Bench Prison, for,
whom a friend offered to pay the debt and liberate him, but he died.
suddenly.
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So Paul wrote to Philemon J;especting Onesimus-" If he hath
wronged thee, or oweth thee aught, put that on mine account." In
the matter of salvation, it is called, the imputation of Christ's righteousness-not His divine righteousness, but His righteousness worked
out in His lifetime on earth-all He did and suffered down to the
crowning act of His death. This is called His Mediatorial righteousness. The subject who is being prepared to receive it is quite
passive. God works in him "both to will and to do of His. good
ple~sure." All necessary, preparation is wrought in him by the
Spirit of God. "The condition of man after the fall of Adam is
such that he cannot turn [not' a physical, but a moral, inability1
and prepare himself by his own natural strength [of mind or will)
and good works to faith and calling upon God." God made coats of
sk:im, and clothed Adam and Eve. This was emblematical, at least, if
not more, of Christ's righteousness, "which is unto all and upon all
them that believe."
Next comes sanctification.' -This is a work. It commences
simultaneously with justification, and is progressive, going on more
or less, but never fails until the subject of, it arrives at glorifieation, either by the first resurrection, or translation, at the
morning of the second coming of Christ, for that purpose first, and
then to a..."Sume His reign, which will, last for one thousand years, as
it is said (see Rev. xx. 4-7). So also saith Isaiah-" He shall reign in
Jerusalem, and in Mount Zion, and before His ancients [Israel and
J udah] gloriously." Sanctification includes both dying unto sin and
living unto God, as saith Peter-" Who His own Self bare our [the
elect's1 sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto rig~teousness; by whose stripes ye were healed."
It is a divine w.ork. "The very God of peace sanctify you wholly,
and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." "Faithful is He that
calleth you, who also will do it."
It is a progressivjl work-" The path of the just [i.e., justified
ones] is' as a shining light, which shineth more and more unto the
perfect day."
It is an internal ,work-Cl Be renewed in the spirit of your mind."
"It is God that worketh in you."
It is a visible work-" Among whom ye shine as lights in the world."
It is a work never left till finished-" He who hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
This work does not precede, but follows justification. It is working
from life, not j01' life., For this reason, perhaps, it is spoken of by
itself, and not among the causes of salvation, but as the evidence of
it, -and the qualification, or fitness, for heaven, as in Romans viii.
29-" Whom He did' foreknow [i.e., forelove them], He also did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son," i.e" t~
be sanctified. Hence, those who are not sanctified are not effectually
called nor justified, and, as yet, have not the' proper evidence of
election, nor have they, good hope of glorification; "for whom He,
did foreknow, them He did also predestinate"; moreover, "whom He
did predestinate, them He also called; and whom He called, them He
I
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also' justified; and' whom He. justified, them He also glorified "-a
golden chain reaching from e,ternity to eternity.
Sanctification is the peculiar work of the Holy Ghost (see Ezek. xxxvi.
27; Rom. v. 5; 1 Cor. vi. 11 ; Titus ill. 5, 6; 2 Thess. ii. 13; 1 Pet. i.
2, 22). The evidences of it are, hatred of sin-" Ye that love the Lord
hate evil "-freedom from the habit of sin, and from indulging or
harbouring sin in the heart. The 8.bove text leads to this-" hate
evil"; bu.t this hatred of it does not imply entire absence of it. The
most sanctified are exposed to temptation.
"There is a real difference between being tempted, and entering into
temptation. Joseph did not enter into the temptation of Potiphar's
wife; David did enter into temptation when he looked out of his
window and saw Bathsheba."-OXENDEN.
Our Lord "was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin," for the prince of this world had nothing in Him-no fault nor
corruption, as in those naturally engendered of the offspring of Adam.
There are different kinds of temptations. Some are outward, in
trials, troubles, and sufferings. Our Lord was "led up of the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil"; and He does not,
teach us to pray not to be tempted, but not to enter into temptation.
This also He means in the prayer He taught His disciples, called "The
Lord's Prayer"; and, in that petition, "lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil," the emphasis should not be on the negative
"not," as I have invariably heard it laid, but on "lead," as I have
written it above, and with a slight pause after" but." I always do so.
The thirteenth verse of the tenth chapter, 1 Corinthians, "God is
faithful, who will not suffer you [His saints] to be tempted above
that ye are able, but will with the temptation make a way for you
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it," I consider an inspired
comment on that petition, although not intended so by him. Tempted,
i.e., tried, they must be, and that very sorely at times (Acts
xiv. 22). Hence, Peter exhorts, "Be sober, be vigilant, because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour: whom resist, stedfast in the faith, knowing that the
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the
world."
. God permits trials of various kinds. He tempted (tried) Abraham, "The
Father of the Faithful." 'Fhe Holy Spirit led up the great Head of the
mystical body, Christ, into the wilderness for that purpose; and James
writes, "Count it all joy when ye lthe members of that body] fall
into divers' temptations, knowing that the trying of your faith worketh
patience," "and patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope
maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in your
hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is given you." But how different
the two temptations, . as may be supposed, the one being from the
perfection of good, the other from the perfection of evil! See James,
first chapter.
. There are three or four more marks of progressive sanctification, but
I shall notice only one, i.e., growing desires after heaven. Paul says,
"In this [tabernacle] we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon
with our house which is from heaven; not that we would be
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unclothed," i.e., I take' it, die, "but clothed upon, that mortality might
be swallowed up of life," at the morning of the first glorious resurrection.
When, therefore, Paul says, as in our text, "Work out your own
salvation," he cannot mean that part of it called justification, for that
had been worked out for them by Christ, and they, through the
Spirit of grace, were justified by faith already; and he saith elsewhere,
"By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of ymtrselves:
it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast" (Eph.
ii. 8, 9).
Now, I think that Arminian Baptist minister, if he still lives in
the flesh, will see how he exposed himself, and showed how ignorant
he was of the religion which he professed, and the Bible which he
undertook to teach. But I hope his eyes have been opened by God,
and that he is now a converted man.

"MORE THAN CONQUEROR!"

1 0 the Ed'itor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR UNCLE,-In my letter of the 13th, I only had time to
inform you of our irreparable loss, bnt I promised to send you a short
account of the last hours our precioLls mother spent on this earth, as
soon as I returned home.
For several weeks past .she had been in failing health. She
frequently came over from Leicester to Nottingham to see me-sometimes for the day only; sometimes she would stay for several weeks.
She was always accompanied by my youngest sister, Agnes, who, since
the death of dear Constance, had been her constant companion,
The last time they were with us, they came purposely to attend a
week's mission I was having in my Church, and which was conducted
by the Rev. W. B. DEARDEN'. She was very weak then, but always
cheerful and uncomplaining.
Acting upon the advice of my doctor, whom I called in to see her,
and wh~ ordered change of scene and air, our dear one left us on
March 26th, to visit my sister Fanny and her husband, Dr. BUNTING,
at Southsea, Albert and Agnes accompanying her. The change appeared
to benefit her greatly, and when I. stayed with them for a week, I
thought her looking better.
She said to me once, when we were speaking about her illness,
"I should like to be spared to you all a little while longer; but, if
it is not God's will that I should get better, He knows bef?t, a.nd
I shall be better off."
She was so anxious that I should see all I could in the time I had
at my disposal, and appeared to be so pleased each evening, when we
narrated to her the day's programme.
. I had to return home on Saturday, April 18th, to my duty on the
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following day; and I shall never forget the loving look my dear
mother gave me, as she waved farewell from the dining-room window;
and I wondered if I should. ever see her again, and prayed to God,
if it were His will,· to spare her to us a little longer.
.She corresponded regularly with her three absent children, namely,
Minnie, George, and myself, and her letters were always loving and
!'lpiritual. She wrote very cheerfully of herself, which naturally led
us to suppose that she was· improving in health.
On Saturday, June 6th, I received a post-card from my brother
Albert, informing me that our dear mother seemed much worse; and
on the Monday my brother-in-law wrote, saying that her symptoms
during the past week had materially changed. He had made an
internal examination of the gullet, which proved the existence of some
organized mass, though he was unable to positively settle in his own
·mind the nature of the obstruction.
On the Wednesday, I received a telegram asking me to come at
once, and stating that my sister Minnie had arrived from Leicester
on the previous day.
I left Nottingham at once. My brother George joined me at
Leicester, and we journeyed together . to Portsmouth, which was
reached at 5.45. We at once proceeded to, the bed-side of our dear
one. She was very pleased to see us. They told us she had asked
several times if we had not come" and looked frequently at the clock.
We found her very weak, and a mere skeleton. My brother George,
who had not seen her for some time, was much shocked at her
appearance.
At six o'clock next morning, our dear mother asked for us, and wished
us to go to her at once. We went immediately, and, as we all stood
round her bed, she said, "God bless you! God bless you all, all, all!
-I'm quite happy! Jesus is with me! He has never left me! Precious
Jesus! May He wash you all, and make you white in His precious
blood; and may we all meet aga.in in heaven-not one left behind!
I'm going to be with our precious lambs who have gone before!" After
lying quiet for a little while, her lips moving as if in prayer, she said,
" Water!" One of those standing round brought l}.er some in a glass.
She shook her head, and said, "No." She again uttered the word,
and again the glass was offered, with the same result; and then I asked
her if it was the "water of life" she meant. She said, "Yes; water
of life, clear as crystal! Read, read!" Agnes brought me her Bible,
and I read John iv. 13, 14, and Revelation xxii. 1. She said, "Read
what Mr. DAVYS read." We knew then that she wished for the passRge
read to her by the Rev. E. DAVYS, Vicar of Trinity, Leicester, when
he visited her after the death of her little boy Edgar, some years before.
We soon found the passilge, marked in her Bible, Revelation vii. 9, to
end, all of which she repeated after me as I read, and, when I finished,
she said, "Beautiful! beautiful! ,. I then said to her, "Do you not
experience the truth of your favourite hymn-' How sweet the name
of Jesus sounds' ~" . She said, ' , Yes." I repeated it to her, and she
followed so sweetly and· clearly, and, when I paused at the end of a
verse, she commenced the next herself.
After breakfast, while sitting by her, I repeated, among other pas-
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'sages, Isaiah i. 18 j xli. 10 j xliii. 2 j John xiv. 27, whicJ1· s~~med to
,comfort her very much.
I. :. ·r. i
In the afternoon, I called her attention to an illuminated 'teKt 'lianging
-over the mantelpiece-" Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently f6r'·Him."
I said, "You are resting in Him; are you not ~ " She 'replie~ "Yes;
i'esting in Him." I said, "And how sweet to be resting 'with Him
i3hortly ! "
. ' '.
At six o'elock, the end appeared to be very near, '~s 'we stood round
ber bed, waiting patiently and tearfully for the end." At half-past six,
without the slightest struggle, her happy soul winged itsftight to its
~ternal rest, returning to God who gave it. As we stOod gazing on the
~mpty caske before us, these words seemed to be aJfuost spoken to me,
.. Whose faith follow, considering the end of her conversation, Jesus
Christ." The cause of her death was found to be cancer.
We laid her to rest on Monday, the 15th, in the family vault, in
Leicester cemetery, with our dear father, brother, and sister; the Rev.
. WILLEY, an old and valued friend, reading the service.
One of the last things she read was the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the June
number of which was lying on the dressing-table, in the room in which
she died. She was a dear lover of your Magazine, and a firm believer
in the doctrines of. grace which are so nobly and unflinchingly set f6rth
in it. The la.st time she visited me, she used these words, "If every
-copy of God sWord was destroyed, I should still 'have the GOSPEL
lliGA.ZINE, which I love next to my Bible."
.
I feel I could write much more abol1t our dear one, but your space
.is limited.
With much love, in which my wife joins, .believe .me, my dear
U nele,
Yours in the Gospel,
Nottingham, June 20th, 1885.
E. P. DOUDNEY.
[How little were we prepared for the intelligence that our dear
friend and relative; mentioned in' the foregoing, had been called to
her eternal rest ! We were the less prepared for her removal, because
it was only in February last, we saw her repeatedly at Southsea,
-during our temporary visit there. Little indeed did we then imagine
.she had so nearly reached the end of her journey, and th;tt, when we
parted, it was a final leave-taking, as far as this poor dying world was
<concerned.
We were wont to think that the departed never w.holly recovered the
shock of the loss of her dear husband, who, tW'elve years before her
-own call hence, was of a sudden removed. She ·hadscarcely, if any,
previous indication that the apparently temporary illness under which
he was suffering was that 'which was to be the' means of his being
taken to his eternal rest. Not very long after, that bereavement was to
be followed by another, in the removaL of her dear youngest son; and
this second surrender was, after another interval, to be' iritensified in
it,!; acuteness by the loss, after a very few days' illness, of her eldest
-unmarried daughter, a lovely girl that had just attained to womanhood. This proved to be wave upon wave, stroke upon stroke. . But
for her devotion as a mother, this last bereavement' ~ight have been
,regarded as her death-blow. There was so much' afterwards in her
.appearance and general bearing to bespeak that she was indeed "a
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wO:Q1an of a sorrowful spirit." But for counteracting grace, she would
have said with Naomi, "Call me not Naomi, but call me Mara; for
the Lord ha.th dealt very bitterly with me."
However, as far as our own personal observation went, this was not
the tone of mind which she indulged. That she was struck to the
very heart's core, there was abundant proof. She felt the blow, and that
most keenly; but, acute as it was, she seemed resolved to live for her
children, and to them and their interests she was most devoted. She
seemed to forget herself in them. During the visit to Southsea of
which we just now spoke, she was commonly by the sea-side tending
with the utmost care and devotion her little twin grandchildren. The
delicate one of the two received at her hand almost more than a.
mother's care. Thus her mode of life doubtless helped, in a goodly
measure, to divert her from her own personal sorrows. Blessed be
God, however, those sorrows are now for ever left behind. She hail
"entered into peace."
" She sleeps in Jesus, and is blest;
How sweet her slumbers are!
From sufferings and from sin released,
And every hurtful snare."
Dear spiritual readers" Are we not tending upwards, too,
As fast as time can move?
Nor do we wish the hours more slow
To keep us from our Love."
We' would add, in regard to the gracious leadings, tender discipline)
divine faithfulness, all-sufficiency, and cea~eless and uninterrupted lovingkindnesses of the Lord" Such Jesus is, and such His love;
Oh, may He smile on you!
And tell Him, when you see His face,
We long to see Him, too."
THE EDITOR.]

A RETROSPECT.
as at this identical spot, nearly seven-and-twenty years ago,
the adversary was permitted to assault my soul, and that with great
suddenness and· awful power, I have indeed abundant cause, most
gracious and almighty Lord, to bless, praise, and magnify Thy great
and holy. name! Not only was he not permitted to prevail, but Thou
didst, immediately after, so wondrously appear on my behalf that the
circumstances attending that terrific attack of the enemy have ever
since been identified in my mind with one of Thy most merciful and
tparvellous interpositions.
D.

INASMUCH

SOME have written to me that I am possibly too joyful in the cross
which God hath laid upon me [he was in prison], but my joy overleapeth the cross, and terminates on Christ Himself.-Rutherford.
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GLORY AT LAST; OR, VICTORIOUS OVER SUFFERING
AND SORROW.
OUR readers will remember the very touch-ing letters of "A. D. T." which
appeared in this Magazine some months ago. They were written undeir
special trial-such trial, in all its complicated character, as rarely falls
to the portion of even the Lord's dfilar children. That trial has now
reached its climax, in the removal.of one who constituted, in no small
degree, one of its chief features, because both mind and body were
affected through the weight and pressure laid thereupon.
Knowing, by observation, as we have before stated in these pages, the
fearful responsibility of those connected with banking interests, for years
we felt-and that most deeplY-'-for him of whom we are about to.
speak. As merely IIHl.llager of a bank, in a certain sense, for a cone
scientious, high-principled man, his position was more critical and
anxious than had he been absolutely princip~l, instead of representative.
Had he merely to manage his own means, he might have done so.
without the feeling that he was accountable for the right use of the
property of others.
Further, there was a directly contrary influence at work As an agent
or representative of a joint-stock company, it behoved such an one to
do his utmost to promote their interests by doing as large an amount
of business as possible. A person occupying such a position would,
therefore, be placed between two extremes-caution on the one hand,
and effort on the other.
Moreover, the bank with which our late friend and relative was
connected was one which had specially "to do with agriculturists.
When, therefore, it is remembered what a depressed state trade
. generally has been in, for years past, but more particularly that of
farming, those who know something of the nature ot' business will
readily understand the diffic!1lty, as well as great responsibility, of his
position to whom we allude. Although personally all but strangers-fm'
we never remember to have seen him but once or twice, and that
only for a few minutes-we, nevertheless, felt extremely for the weight
and care which necessarily devolved upon him.
It was within a week or ten days of his dear and devoted wife's
having given birth to twins-thus at once doubling their young familythat the first serious symptoms appeared in her beloved husband. In
her efforts to minister to him, and, at the same time, conceal her own
intense anxiety with respect to him, she so overlooked her own weak
and prostrate condition as for a season completely to throw her own mind
off its balance. What she -subsequently passed through, mentally and
physically, we must leave the reader to imagine by the little she herself has expressed in regard to the acuteness of her anguish and the
intensity of 'her distress. What it must have been for a comparatively
young and truly happy and devoted wife to have been, of a sudden,
deprived of all domestic enjoyment. and be called to sacrifice all the
peace and satisfaction she hacl experienced as wife and mother for eight
years, can more 6asily be imagined than described.
In addition to this, the human and natural, there was the spiritual
-the soul-anguish-the seemingly being given up of God-the b,eing
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-called to encounter the densest spiritual darkness, and the grappling
with the insinuations, the temptations, the buffetings of an ever-vigilant
·and never-wearying adversary.
Who, we would ask, can conceive of what all these varied combinartions entailed ~ All we can say is, that nothing short of the almighty
power of a faithful, unchanging J ehovah could by any possibility have
sustained and upheld, urider such circumstances. The trial'must have
been so much the keener, and the more inexplicable to a spiritual
·,observer, on account of the consistency of character and conduct by
grace maintained by those then so sorely tried and afflicted. Had there
been a fraternizing with the world, and their profession and principles
thus compromised, the chastening hand of the Lord might the more
·easily be accounted for. So far from this being the case, however,
there was a marked severance from the world, and its so-called
:pleasures and practices. Upon this very ground they were regarded as
narrow-minded and bigoted, and too close adherents to an old and
·despised school. But, in spite of these reproaches, there was a becoming
.and a most practical solicitude for the Lord's own poor and needy
ones. There was no exclusiveness nor indifference, as far as they were
,concerned. This line of conduct, we repeat, would appear to render the
·after-trials and bitter sorrows the more strange and .unaccountable.
But thus the Lord tests the faith and tries the patience of His
•. children, and" what they know not now, they shall know hereafter."
Moreover, thus does He crush the pride and self-satisfaction of the
,creature.
From all we have ever heard, the departed was among the meek
and lowly, in a spiritual point of view. It was only now and then,
·as we understand, that he could "lay hold upon the hope set before
,us in the Gospel" with anything like holy confidence and sweet assur·ance. Doubts and fears seemed to be the prevailing element. There
was, however, no lack of real spiritual desire and intense heart
ilongings.
How great-yea, inconceivably so-must have been the trial, when an
·overwhelming pressure upon the brain, and, at the same time, affection
-of the heart, necessitated the relinquishing a position so long and so
"honourably maintained! A happy home broken up; domestic enjoyment interrupted; and nought but a dark and gloomy future presenting itself. Such a state of things may be expressed in a few words,
but what about the realization ~ We repeat that the Lord, and the
Lord only, could sustain under such circumstances-that is, so as to
.enable the tried ones to exclaim, with the afflicted Job, "Shall we
Ireceive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil also t
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name
·of the Lord!"
From the letters of our beloved niece, signed" A. D. T.," in our Num~
1bers for March and April, might be gathered what the Lord's sustainin~s
.and upholdings were. He did indeed prove Himself to be what HIS
Church and p ople ever have found Him, God all·sufficient, "a very present
help in trouble." In and amid all the complication of trial and suffer"
jng, how did He verify His word, "There hath no temptation happened
,uri~o you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will

.

Tlze Gospel. Magazine.

i

531

mot suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with
lthe temptation also make a way for your escape, that ye may be
·able to. bear it." Moreover, there was another sweet truth blessedly
,realized-" He stayeth His rough wind in the day of His east wind."
Yes, blessed be His name, the Lord knoweth when and how to
;minister to the necessities of His tried and troubled ones. True it is
that He never wastes nor fritters away His benefits, but, at the same
.time, He never withholdeth aught that is really needed for the support
.-and well-being of His beloved children. His word must be verified." Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom He receiveth." At the same time, that precious truth holds
;good, and ever shall do so, "Many are the affiictions of the righteous,
!but the Lord delivereth them out of them all"
. In the letters already alluded to, our beloved niece was enabled to
witness for God and truth. Under the acuteness and climax of the
trials through which she has since been called to pass, we are anticidlating additional testimony of the divine goodness, loving-kindness,
.and mercy which she has received at the Lord's hand, proving, in
sweet and blessed demonstration, the Lord's divine faithfulness and all.sufficiency. We rejoice in such testimonies at the present juncture of
the Church and nation. It warms and animates our too-oft cold and
Ilifeless heart, to receive and duly to propagate such proof and evidence
that the eye of the Lord is still upon His people, His almighty arms
round about and underneath them, and His divine faithfulness engaged
to support., defend, and deliver them.
There is one fact that has come to our knowledge in regard to our
.departed friend and relative. -It is this, that, just at the last juncture,
when his malady was about to assume its last and decisive change, he
,said-and that within a few hours of the attack from which he never
,recovered, we believe, even consciousness-" Whether for life or death;
tit will be well!" "This," writes one of our beloved nieces, "he said
with such blessed assurance. Never," she adds, "did he before thus
speak."
.
In a subsequent letter she-writes-" Dear .8..-- is so wonderfully kept
up. She seems so to realize her husband's happiness; it is wonderful to
·see her. It is so blessed to hear from B-- and G-- of dear 0--'8
!blessed conversation and prayer that last day at home. G-- remembers
·so much. He had not a fear of death,. all taken away. Such a contrast
;to what he had been. It seems to have brought death so near. Yesterday
fortnight, he was in and out here so bright, and out on the tricycle.
'They sang at the grave, 'Oh, what a sweet, triumphant song!' Mr.
.sTEWART read the service so beautifully. It is a lovely spot up there,"
.alluding to the picturesque churchyard.
Under all the circumstances, we consider this was a most blessed
testimony; and how strikingly does it prove the wise and gracious and
merciful dealings of our God! Let the wretched sceptic or the miser.able scoffer say what they may, these are precious proofs and examples
of the condescension and compassion of our ever-gracious and most
adorable Lord. In this our imperfect sketch, we have failed to do
anything like justice in our attempt to record what our God is and
what our God does. The case must be known in all its varied
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details, and, at times, 'apparent destructiveness, in order the more
beeomingly to appreciate the faithfulness, the handiwork, the all-sufficiency of J eho..,ah, our covenant God.
. Oh, to think, after all the darkness, the dread, the mental anguish,
the physical suffering, of the departed, he should, just at the close of
his career, and before mental power finally forsook him, have
been strengthened and enabled to give so comprehensive and blessed
a testimony; and then, after a short interval of excitement, of which,
in all probability, he knew nothing, to be allowed calmly, peacefully,
sweetly, literally to fall asleep in Jesus, for he passed away in his
sleep!
Oh, blessed, praised, {or ever to be. adored, our good and gracious
God, for this renewed proof of His wonder.working, all-powerful, evermerciful hand! To Him be ascribed eternal thanksgiving and praise.
Amen and amen·.
THE EDITOR.
THE SADNESS AND SOLEMNITY OF THE PRESENT
TIMES.
WE cannot but regard it as remarkable that whilst, on the one hand,
there is much talk about the so-called "higher life," perfection in the
flesh, and such like delusions in the professing Church, there is, on
the other hand, such a disclosure of the awful abominations and secret
practices in high places as has aroused the nation at large. The
doings in the great Babylon, as recently exposed by the Pall Mall
Gazette, bespeak' a state of things that can but possess every reflective
mind with the conviction that the boasted Metropolis of the world is
fast ripening for destruction. It has been said-and well said too-that not more wicked were the cities of the plain, when the wrath of
J ehovah was poured out upon them, than is London at this moment.
Equally noteworthy is the fact that, whilst there is such a widespread effort to dispense. with the sanctity of the Sabbath, and to
render it, as upon the Continent, a day of recreation, trade and
commerce throughout not' this kingdom merely, but the world at
large, is in a state of the utmost depression.
Moreover, whilst from even many pulpits, both in and out of the
Establishment, relaxation and pleasure have been advocated, more
,especially for Sunday bands and such like, the verities of our common
-Christianity have been so vigorously assailed as to exceed the efforts
of past ages for the undermining of the essentials of our most holy
faith. Hence, by the advocacy of Sunday recreation, many professed
ministers of the Gospel have been providing weapons for their own
confusion and defeat.
In a sermon preached by Mr. SPURGEO~, on Sunday morning,
July 12th, which a constant correspondent has kindly forwarded,
·in reference to recent disclosures of the abominations of London, he
says ;. ." It is impossible for any of us to tell what it cost the Apostle
Paul to write the first chapter of his Epistle to the Romans. It is
a shame even. to speak of the things which are done of the
vicious -in secret places; but Paul felt that it was necessary to break
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through his· shame, and to speak out concerning the hideous vices of
the heathen. He has left on record an exposure of the sins of his
day which crimsons the cheek of the modest when they read it, and
makes the ears of him that heareth it to tingle. Paul knew that this
chapter would be read, not in his age alone, but in all ages, and that
it would go into the households of the most pure and godly, 'as long
as the world would stand; and yet he deliberately wrote it, and
wrote it under the guidance of the Holy. Ghost. He knew that it
must be written, to put to shame the abominations of an age which
was almost past shame. Monsters that revel in darkness must be
dragged into the open, that they may be withered up by the light."
After speaking, in the most solemn and truthful strain, upon the
destruction that had befallen various cities and kingdoms who, by their
misdeeds, had filled the cup of their iniquities, Mr. SPURGEON say",
," We have often laughed among ourselves at the ridiculous idea of the
New Zealander sitting on the ·broken arch of London Bridge, amid the
zouins of this Metropolis. But is it quite so ridiculous as it looks ~ It
is more than possible' it will be realized, if our iniquities continue to
.abound. What is there about London that it should be more enduring
than Rome 1 Why should the palaces of our monarchy be eternal, if
the palaces of Keyunjik have fallen ~ The almost boundless power of
the Pharaohs has passed away, and Egypt has become the meanest of
nations. Why should not England come und13r like condemnation 1
What are we 1 What is there about our boastful race, whether on
this side of the Atlantic or the other, that we should monopolise the
favour of God 1 If we rebel, and sin against Him, He will not hold
us guiltless, but will deal out impartial justice to an ungrateful race."
Whilst touching upon the destruction of places once so notorious for
name and fame, we often think what lessons are practically set before
the many visitors to Rome and its neighbourhood, for example. Such
may be at a loss to conceive how the judgments and destruction predicted
in the eighteenth of Revelation can be brought about; and yet, in the
ruins of the neighbouring Pompeii, there is such abundance of self~vident proof of the readiness and the forcibility with which the Most
High can visit with that destruction. Moreover, do not the neighbouring
burning mountains furnish a constant, ever-present illustration of how
soon and how effectually similar devastation and ruin may befall the
misnamed "holy city" ~ What is the underground-work of Rome but
material the which the omnipotent Jehovah can, at any moment, bid
do its work, and thus verify the prediction, "Alas! a.las! that great
dty Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment
come" 1
Towards the 'closing up of his discourse, Mr. SPURGEON says, " I
have read this and that concerning oppression; slavery, the treading
down of the poor, and the shedding of blood, and I have rejoiced
that there is a righteous Judge. I have read of secret wickednesses
among the rich men of this city, and I have said within myself,
'. Thank God, there will be a judgment day!' Thousands ,of men have
been hanged for much lellS crimes than those which now disgrace
'.gentlemen' whose 'names are on the lips of rank and beauty. n
Strong as is ,thie language, and painful as is the statement, we
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believe it to be true. The late Mr. Commissioner HILL told us, per.:.
sonally, he once saw a most gentlemanly young man arraigned at the'
bar of the Old Bailey for forgery. He pleaded guilty, "and," saidl
Mr. HILL, "the arraignment and condemnation occupied but ten·
minutes! In ten minutes after that gentlemanly young fellow was
placed in the dock, he returned to the condemned cell, within a few
days-some three or four at that time-to suffer an ignominious death.
at the hands of the common hangman."
Again, with respect to th~ oppression of the poor, of which Mr;.
SPURGEON speaks, oh, how our heart bleeds, from time to time, as we·
see this and that poor woman, or this and that frail girl, bowed dOWTh
under the weight of the parcel of the shirting, or the trowsering,
or the waistcoating, they are bringing to or fro from the wholesale·
warehouse! 0h; the mere .pittance they receive for their arduous·
labour!
When occasionally taking gaol-duty, in order in a friendly way torelieve the chaplain, what sad tales have we heard! This or that
poor creature has been condemned to longer or shorter terms of imprisonment; and why ~ For theft, it may be, or for pawning the
material they had been entrusted to make up. Or, it may be; they
had robbed their employers, as shop-girls. And what were the simple
facts ~ We have had these facts from the gaol-matron, to whom the
I\ad tale has been' told by the 'hapless prisoner. When seeking engagement at this or that house, and the wages have been stated, the reply
has been, "I cannot maintain myself upon that." What has theanswer been ~ '" You are not expected to." What was the inference 'I'
That, with the respectable appearance they must of necessity maintain,
in order to fulfil the position they were to occupy, they must make Up'
the lack of salary upon the strellts, after business hours.
,We are prepared for the inaignation this statement will enkindle in
certain quarters. We do not assume that it has universal application.
We have quoted the fact, however, as given to us; and the pitiable·
-;ttance paid. on the one hand, or the extremely low wages, on theJe .cr, will, we are fully persuaded, justify the statement.
1lI" e believe the need of remonstrance holds good in our day-if not
more so-as in that of' the Apostle James-" Go to I,low, ye rich men,
weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. Your
riches· are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold
and silver is cankered; and' the rust of them shall be a witness against
you; and -shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure
together for ,the last days. Behold, the hire of the labourers who hl!ove
reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth ~
and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of
the Lord of Sabaot~" (chap. v. 1-4).
I HAVE sometimes seen more'in a line of the Bible than I could
well tell how to stand under; and yet, at another time, the whole
Bible hath been to me as a dry stick; or rather, my heart hath been
so dead .and dry unto it that. I could- not conceive the least dram
of refreshment, though ~I have looked it all over.-Bunyan.
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THE LATE DR. HEWLETT.
To the Editor of the Gospel Ma.gazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I enclose you a few lines, lately given t()a friend, in memory of the now glorified Dr. HEwLETT; also a few

others I pencilled out this morning, embodying somewhat of my
thoughts concerning such preaching as his, and the results thereofthe apparent amalgamation, and the decided separation of the two
seeds, the precious and the vile, all fulfilling the eternal purpose of
the omniscient and omnipresent God. I hope they may come to you
as "bread" to the hungry soul, and be the means, under God, of
drawing you to remember me, the "chief of sinners," at the throne
of grace, for help and strength in the heavenly race :-'
INTERMIXED, the precious seed
Lies hidden in the earth,
And God alone supplies its need,
Who quiekeneth to the birth.

From Satan sprang its first-born, Cain,.
Who worshipped his own will ;
The precious blood he did disdain,
And mark-it is so still.

He alone disturbs the ground,
And sendeth whom He will
To blow that sure and certain sound,
The quickened soul to thrill.

He would not bow to sovereign grace;
Crown Jesus Lord of all ;
Would not believe-accursed raceHis own accursed fall.

See the Holy T~ing appear,
The precious Holy Seed ;
Behold the Son of God draw near,
Tp,e hungry soul to feed.

But not so the new-born soul;
It longs for God to bless,
To clothe, to cleanse, to make it whole,.
With Jesus' righteousness.

Thus the precious spring of life
In every soul is shown ;
But next a warfare and a strife
Must both be felt and ~own.

It blesseth God, who gave the will,
The hunger, and the thirst;
And feeds on grace and mercy still,
For it hath been accurst.

Intermixed, the vicious seed
'Becomes exposed by light;
Most manifest it is indeed, .
Accursed in God's sight.

It loves to hear the certain sound, 1(
Melodious, pure, and clear;
·It knows the lost shall all be found,
When God's own Word draws near..

Earthy, of the earth it springs;
It feeds upon the dust;
And chief o'er all accursed things,
We see both pride and lust.

Void that Word can never be ;
Men may' rise and fall ;
But it shall set the prisoners free,
And " crown Him Lord of all. lJ
JAMES NEWHALL.

OH, Astley, thy loss,
Though thy minister's gain,
Is grievous and hard to be borne!
He hath passed from thy sight,
He hath fought the gOQd fight,
The warrior for whom ye now mourn.

In the prime of his life
He was called to the strife, .
To ,. declare the whole counsel-of God";
His voice, which ye heard, .
.
Was most true to the Word, .
And marked ollt the pathway yeJrod;
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How he loved to proclaim,
As for ever the same,
Jesus, Christ Jesus, alone!
'Twas his joy to uplift
God's mQstprecious,Gift,
And exalt Him most high. Q~' 'the
throne!

But pray you be still ;
Note-lVell the Lord's will,
For all tMt are His shall be taught;
Your strength shall increase,
Your mind .be~t peace,
And food -shall be sent for your
~hought. '

To' sinners in need
H;~ gpake Gospel indeed -;
He wtilc6med the foulest, the worst ;
1f they had but the will,
-.3:here was room for them still, _
And food for their hunger and thi~~t.

The Father, who gave
The Son, who did save,
The Spirit shall send from above:
" Fear not, little flock! "
There's a cleft in the Rock,
And there ye shall feast on His love.

The sound of his voice
Shall no longer rejoice, _
:No longer be heard in thy walls;
It may be a stranger
Shall try to endanger,
.And lead you astray by his calls.

Dear brethren. farewell !
My heart wouid fain tell
How I have been tested and tried;
Bnt oh, what relief
'
To " of sinnera the chief,"
That Jesus now lives who hath died!

.

J AMES N EWHALL.
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'lUll- ~lrfic~s of ~DDhs.-

A Complete Hist01"1j of the Indian Mutiny. By Colonel S. DEWE WHITE,
late of -the Bengal Staff Corps. Weston-super-Mare: J. Marche.
275 pages: ,, ATTENTION has beeri recently directed so much to India, that any fresh
particulars respecting its history are more than' usually interesting.
CoHmel' WHITE has had exc,eptional facilities for writing an account of
tlle dreadful Mutiny of 1857.S; 'in having servea through the whole of
it _hiin:self, and had communication with officers who held high rommands in India at that memorable time. He writes from the standpoi-ct
of -a Christian man, with a deep sense of the horrors of war, and our
responsibility as a professedly Christian nation.
Stones! that Speak; or; M1tsings on Mount Moriah. By J~ ORlUS'r-oN,
Rector of Mary-Ie-Port" Bristol. London: W. Mack; Bristol: A.
Heath.
ANOTHER ,of the _ prec~ous gems-the fourth of the series-which
originated in the, privileged Author's personal visit to Palestine. It
is a, mellowing, grateful record.
The Gospel Echo.-' London: W. Wileman.-Well and wisely got up;
hence worthy of being read.
HAPPY, when afRiction'reduces us to obedience, and proves' a 'thorny
hedge to keep us inpat;hs of uprightness. Oh, to be brought to this
-" I will bear the indignation of the Lord, for I have sinned ,against
Him." The Lord teach us to profit in His school, to learn His lessons
well;~ ~ke and keep our hearts right in His sight.

