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WE return, dear reader, to the above subject, which you will remember engaged our attention last month. Now, we cannot for a moment
amagine that the course J oseph pursued, in regard to his brethren,
was with a view to tantalize, or give them UDnecessary pain and
anxiety. This we can by no means admit. He had too kindly
a heart for this. His after-conduct, as well as his previous so
difficultly concealed emotion, would flatly contradict this. No; his
object, as before expressed, was simply to bring his brethren to a
becoming sense and acknowledgment of the sin they had committed. Moreover, this was his purpose, not so much for the
wrong they had done him, as for the sin they had committed
.against God, and the injury they had done to their poor old
father. We are certainly justified in this view from what he
.afterwards said to his brethren-" So now it was not you that
gent me hither, but God: and He hath made me a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the
land of Egypt" (Gen. xlv. 8).
With respeot to the previous concealment upon the part of
.Joseph's brethren, the contrast is very striking, as shown by J udah,
when he and his brethren were reduced to so distressing and
seemingly calamitous an extremity. How candid now his statement, in contrast to the previous course of hiding and shunning the
!factS!
Then how touching was his appeal, as based upon both present
position and prospects-" Now therefore, when 1 come to thy
servant my father, and the lad be not with us; seeing that his
life is bound up in the lad's life; it shall come to pass, when he
seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die: and thy servants shall bring down the grey hairs of thy servant our father
with sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became surety for the
lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then
2 H
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I shall bear the blame to my father for ever" (Gen. xliv. 30-32).
Again, mark the repetition, reader-the "Now therefore." " Now
therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad, a
bondman to my lord: and let the lad go up with his brethren."
For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be not with
me? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come on my
father" (vel'. 33, 34). What a proposition this! What an alternative! What a crisis! "Let thy servant abide instead of the
lad) a bondman to my lord." His own freedom and advantages
permanently sacrificed! A substitute and a slave for ever! Wife
and children given up, and he the veriest stranger and merest"
castaway, and that in perpetuity! What a proposal! What a '
position! But even this he deemed preferable to the only other
alternative-the confronting a dying, bereavEild, and broken-hearted
father. Keenly now does he remember the former scene! Afresh
rings in his ears the agonizing cry, "It is my son's coat; an evil
beast hath devoured him; J oseph is without doubt rent in pieces.
I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning."
Now Judah has vividly before him the bitter reality. Hence his
heartrending exclamation-" How shall I go up to my father, and
the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that
shall como on my father."
How well may this anguish and these utterances upon the part
of J udah act as a check and a caution in regard to those who are,
in the present day especially, by far too apt to be regardless of
parental claims. Carried away by false so-called friendships and
alienating associations, they lose sight of the tender tie, and substitute the cold, heartless term of " governor" for the endearing
name of "father." But, in the time of trouble, in their distress
and so painful extremity, mark the claim upon the part of Judah,
" My lathe?' ! " "When I come to thy servant my fathe/' "! " Thy
servant became surety for the lad unto my father! " "I shall
bear the blame to my fathe?' for ever!" "How shall I go up to
my fathe?'.2" "Lest peradventure I see the evil that shall come
on my lather!" No less than nine times in eleven verses do we
meet with the expression "My fathe?' !" and" ou/' father," so that
it stands in such striking contrast to the previous indifference and
cruelty exercised towards that father; and, as already expressed,
doubtless the former conduct added, and that in no small degree,
to the acuteness of, the brethren's present position. "They had
sown to the wind, and were now reaping the whirlwind"; and
such is assuredly the case where a selfish indifference and an unfilial
recklessness have obtained the masterv. Nor is the Lord ever at
a loss, whatever time may have elapsed, to bring to remembrance,
--:-and that most keenly too-by-gone feelings and former experiences. It may be that the all-but· forgotten and the painfully
neglected ones shall have passed away, and "gone the way of all

".
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the earth." If so, instead of lessening, it only adds to the remorse
that the felt neglect and selfish indifference had aroused. The consciousness that no amends can be made, nor even regret expressed
and forgiveness obtained, only adds to the anguish so late-and
but too late-enkindled. Well may thankless sons and forgetful
daughters take heed upon these grounds, and seek to save themselves the anguish of which others are the subjects.
But now observe, dear reader, what followed the climax before
referred to. "Then J oseph could not refrain himself." Mark the
"then." The test had done its work. The o~ject had been attained. The project had answered. Joseph's brethren were brought
down. They were humbled! broken! crushed! To adopt their own
language, "God had foul/d out their iniquity!" In other words,
the secret was out! The discovery was made! The verdict had
been virtually given! They awaited their sentence and condemnation!
"Then J oseph could not refrain himself before all them that
stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me " ;
but not his brethren. Oh, no! They were to remain, and for what
a purpose! These poor, terrified, affrighted, and broken-hearted
ones!
How like a conscience-smitten, feelingly-guilty sinner
standing before his judge, expecting every moment the dire sentence of condemnation to be passed! "And there stood no man
with him, while J oseph made himself known unto his brethren."
Oh, no, strangers must not-dare not-intrude at such ajuncture.
" The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will
show them [and unto them only] His covenant." Whilst" the
door was shut" upon the five wise viI'gins, it was closed against the
five foolish ones. Here is sovereignty! Here discrimination!
Here distinction! "The one shall be taken, and the other left."
"Not Gabriel asks the reason why,
Nor God the reason gives."

"-

Reader, it is vain to reason. Creature" ifs" and" buts" can have
no standing here. J oseph's attendants, although by no means
such gross offenders, must withdraw. His brethren-yes, they
were his brethren, notwithstanding their baseness-must remain.
Ah! how many of the naturally amiable-the self-satisfied-the
Pharisaical-the "doers" and the ,. workers" in religious matters
(so-called)-will be passed by with an "I never knew you," whilst
the vile-the worthless-the betrayers-the apparently hell-doomedwill be detaineu- aye, and detained, too, for such a purpose!
"And there stood no man with him, while J oseph made himself known unto his brethren." Gross offenders as they had been,
they were his brethren, nevertheless. Man-sellers they had been,
and, but for divine restraint, they would have been man-slayers,
too. Still, they were brethren, although so bad, so black, so base!
2HZ
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Reader. pass from the position of J oseph to that of Jesus. Although they had "all forsaken Him, and fled," in the dark hour
and the dread scenes through which He was called to pass, nevertheless, MarJ-Mary, the Magdalene-Mary, the great sinnerMary, out of whom Jesus had cast sevp.n devils-Mary, of all
characters, was to be the privileged bearer of that marvellous lovemessage, "Go to My b,"ethl'en [His brethren still, notwithstanding
all], and tell them that I ascend unto My Father and your Father,
to My God and your God!"
Oh, but for that revelation of Himself and by Himself, what
would even the disciples have known of Jesus and His work, in
spite of all His previous so plain and Scriptural foreshow'ing?
What a proof of their non-recognition of His Person and His work
was given by the two disciples on their way to Emmaus! Hence,
had not Jesus revealed Himself, His disciples would never have
known Him. Here, therefore, was the greater proof of His condescension, interest, and love.
In like manner J oseph must "make himself known unto his
brethren," otherwise they would remain in ignorance of him.
Moreover, this revelati0n of himself was to be made in the intensity of their extremity-when the die seemed all but cast;
when their doom was apparently inevitable. What a crisis! Ah!
how like the Lord's wondrous dealings with His all-but-hopeless
and despairing ones! The hell-deserving and seemingly helldoomed ones! Reader, do you know anything of it? Have you
had any personal knowledge of such a state of things? Can you
recall such a time and season as that expressed by the immortal
HART-

" Soon to His bar He made me come;
Arraigned, convicted, cast, I
stood;
Expectingfrom His mouth the doom
Of those who trample on His
blood.
"Pangs of remorse my conscience
tore;
Hell opened hideous to my view;
And what I only heard before,
I found by sad experience true.
" Oh, what a dismal state was this!
What horrors shook my fee1.Jle
frame!
But, brethren, surely you can guess,
For you perhaps have felt the
rome.

" But oh, the goodness of our God!
What pitymelts His tender heart!
He saw me weltering in my blood,
And came and eased me of my
smart.
"While I was yet a great way off,
He ran, and on my neck He fell ;
My short distress He judged enough,
And snatched me from the brink
of hell.
" What an amazing change was here [
I looked for hell, He brought me
heavlm .
, Cheer up:' said He; 'dismiss thy
fear'
Cheer 'up; thy sins are all forgiven'" ?

Reader, again we ask, do you know anything of it? Have
you been in such a position and circumsta'lces as to regard your
case as utterly hopeless? Your fate has seemed sealed. There

'.
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was indeed, according to sense and feeling, "but a step between
you and eternal death." Ah! yes, it was the critical extremity
of J oseph's brethren, in the fullest aud extremest sense, because
their punishment, whatever it might be, was apparently limitedit was bounded by time. Yours, on the contrary, had to do with
vast eternity. How wonderful it is that poor, affrighted, and allbut-despairing sinners are sustained and upheld under such gloomy
circumstances! Herein is proved the almighty power of J ehovah,
and the exerci~e of that wisdom and love which says to the
tempter, "Thus far, but no further shalt thou go."
"And he wept aloud; and the Egyptians and the house of
Pharaoh heard." What! he who was next in authority to Pharaoh
thus humbling himself-weeping-bitterly weeping-convulsively
weeping-and that in the presence of his betrayers, and in the hearing of the Egyptians! What a scene! What a surprise! How
unaccountable! What does it all mean ? We can quite understaud his brethren being "troubled [margin, 'terrified'] at his
presence." They supposed, probably, that the sentencOl he was
about to pass, and the punishment he intended to inflict; was
such that he could not allow strangers to be witnesses of, and
that he himself was overcome at the very idea of what he was
about to do. Henoe they were "troubled at his presence." What
would they have given to have escaped therefrom? Ah! but
mark! He recovers himself, at least in measure; the ehoking
sensation subsides; he brushes away his tears; and, in broken
but most emphatic language, he exclaims, "I am Jo.seph!" Not
"I am virtually king!" Not" I am next to Pharaoh!" Not a
word, as afterwards expressed, about "all his glory in Egypt."
No, but simply, "I am Jo.seph! "-poor, long-lost, all-but-forgotten
J oseph ! As in a moment, what a train of circumstances must
have been presented to his mind, and oh, with what vividness and
power, affording him at a glance a marvellous review of the way
he had been led, and the astounding deliverances wrought on
his behalf. Oh, wh.at volumes were wrapped up in that simple
expression, "I am J oseph ! "
Then comes the next all-engrossing inquiry, "Doth my father
yet live? "-not now, as before, "your father," but" my father! "
Ah! here is the relationship again of which we before spoke.
Here the sensibility-here the tender tie-here the sacred bond
-" My father! " "And his brethren could not answer him";
and no wonder, "for they were troubled at his presence."
They were not simply embarrassed and perplexed, but amazed
-yea, affrighted and alarmed.
This is very much the feeling-the special sensation-of poor
sinners when in their early stages before Jesus! The whole
scene is perplexing and unaccountable, ai! far as they are concerned. They are at a loss to know what awaits them. When
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the poor possessed-one by the sea of Galilee "saw Jesus afar
off, he ran and worshipped Him, and cried with a loud voice,
and said, What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of the
Most High God? I adjure Thee by God that Thou torment me
not." The woman with the twelve years' issue of blood "feared
and trembled, and fell down before Him." 'fhe Samaritan woman
exclaimed, "Sir, I perceive that Thou art a Prophet!"
" And J oseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray
you." Mark his consideration. What pity! What tenderness!
What an entire absence of anything like anger, reproach, or
retribution! How thoroughly was the past forgotten! So far from
this, mark his after act, when "he fell upon his brother
Benjamin's neck, and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck."
How touching must have been that scene! What a contrast to
what had immediately preceded it, when "the cup was found in
Benjamin's sack." "Moreover, he kissed all his brethren, and
wept upon them." What a proof of love, pity, tenderness, and
compassion!
And this, dear reader, does but in a feeble measure and
degree set forth the boundless mercy, the matchless grace, the
astounding love, the wondrous condescension of Jesus! Devoted
as was J oseph to his father and his brethren, it was but an
imperfect type of what Jesus is to, and what He does for, poor,
corrupt, vile, ill-and-hell-deserving sinners. 'Yell does the poet,
in speaking of the same, exclaim"Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak!"

But again, after J oseph had testified of the. overruling hand
of the Most High-had so looked above and beyond second
causes, and ascribed all past dealings to the wisdom, love, and
goodness of the Lord-mark his touching reference to his father"Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus
saith thy son J oseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come
down unto me; tarry not."
First, again observe how he ascribes all to the Lord. He does
not give the credit of his promotion to Pharaoh, but to the Lord.
Again, mark his anxiety that his father should hasten unto him.
Re was to "tarry not." This may appear in strange contradiction to his previous long absence from his father, and his apparent indifference to making known the fact that he was still
alive. With respect to this his line of action, let not the fact
be overlooked that, in this very delay, there was a marked
absence of the fleshly pride which would have dictated the discovery. As a fallen creature, it would have be~n only natural
that he should have lorded over his poorer brethren, and yielded
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to a proud and boastful spirit. We contend that there was a
total absence of thifl. And was not J oseph, in this as well as in
many other respects, an eminent type of Christ?
But the second thought presented to the mind is that to which
we have before briefly adverted, namely, that J oseph's delay in
the revelation of himself was so like the course Jesus adopts with
regard to the discovery of Himself as the Brother, and the
"Friend that sticketh closer than a brother," to His seeking,
sorrowing, supplicating ones. Ah! how long and how ardently
do many of His followers look and long for Him! With what
intensity do they desu:e Him! "Oh," at least mentally they
·exclaim, "if He would but speak to me! Could I but be assured
that He loved mf!-even me-poor, sinful, guilty me! If I could
but know that He was mine, and that I was His, all-all,
would then be well, come what may."
And this brings us to touch afresh upon what we just now
expressed with respect to that deep, intense, all-but-overwhelming
discovery of sinnership to which we alluded. In the perusal, some
reader might have thought, "Ah! alas! I am out of the secret,
for I have never been down into these d.epths. I have never had
such discoveries. Hence, I fear the Lord has never had aught to
do with me, nor I with the Lord."
This reminds us of a question once-nearly forty years agoput to us by a dear old friend, the late Captain CLIFFORD, of the
coastguard service. He had been reading one of the leading
articles in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; and, in the fear that he had
not been sufficiently or deeply taught, adopting nautical language,
he said, "Do you think every child of God is born in a gale of
wind? " "By no means," was the reply, or words to that effect.
The Lord deals in various ways with His children. Those destined for certain services need a teaching that should enable them,
under the Spirit's light and operations, to understand and to be
helpful to others who may afterwards be led in a similar course.
Thus they are made instrumental in taking up the stumblingblocks out of the way of many a poor, Satan-harassed,:sin-burdened,
world-crushed pilgrim to Zion. Whilst one is told to " turn about
and flee greater abominations," another is more gently and peacefully led. Lydia's heart was opened-tenderly, lovingly opened.
The Philippian gaoler needed an earthquake that should shake
the prison to its foundation, and open all its doors, in order to
make him cry, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" Hence,
there is no rule in the grand economy of salvation, and why?
That the Lord Himself should be sought, and not the creature
made a standard or pattern. The sighing over a sinful heart is
as much of the Divine Quickener, the Holy Ghost, as the crying,
"Lord, save, or I perish!" The desire after the Lord is as much
from the Lord as the delight in Him! The" Oh, that I knew

464

The Gospel Magazine.

where I might find Him!" is as much the language of a true
spiritual Israelite as the" I know whom I have believed, and am:
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
,?-nto Him ag-ainst that day." It IS verily divine, imperishable life
ln the soul that breathes the
"Oh, could I but believe,
All things would easy be!
I would, but cannot; Lord, relieve!
My help must come from Thee."

It is likewise from the same source-divine life in the soul, implanted by the Holy Ghost-that flows the exultation"Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust."

Such are the contrasts in the position and experiences of the
Lord's children, that it is the very height of folly to draw such
comparisons as to cut off this and that one because they do not
see eye to eye in all non-essential particulars, or because all have
not reached the same standard in regard to knowledge or insight
into truth. As already expressed, those more deeply led are so
led for a divine purpose, that so they may go down into a few of
those dark and dreary spots into which some of the Lord's
quickened ones are led, in order that they may speak "a word in
season" to such, and testify from heartfelt knowledge and experience
that there is hope concerning them. As it is, and in spite of some
of the hopes and helps that are held out, many a poor Satanbeset soul, for a season at least, imagines there is no such sinner
as he; that none have gone to such extremes in sin and iniquity;
and that, in consequence, there can be no hope for mercy. It is
to be instrumental in-shall we say ~-the secret of picking up such,
and giving an encouraging word, that some of the Lord's ministers
more particularly are so led into "the chambers of imagery,'"
and that have at least a glimpse and an insight into the desperate wickedness, vileness, and depravity of the human heart.
It is not that they may have been left personally to revel in sin and
transgression, but it is the deep inwrought acquaintance with what
the human heart and their poor fallen nature are capable of doing,
that enables them to speak the more pointedly and forcibly of who
divine grace has to do with, and of what that grace can accomplish.
At the same time, by comparison with others, as to what they have
been and done, the thought is ever uppermost in the minds of
these divinely-instructed ones, "So did not I, because of the fear
of the Lord." Here, therefore, is the sure ground for the preven~
tion of creature boast.
Again, we remark that it is by no means necessary that all
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should wade through the same depths of experience and personal
knowledge. Because a man takes an occasional sea trip, ~ust
he study navigation? Well has it been said that "a httle
knowledge is a dangerous thing." Some of the most troublesome
patients a medical man has to do with are those who have been
poring over doctors' books. Than to bring human knowledge and
creature wisdom to bear upon divine things, (for" who by searching can find out God?") better be among such poor half-witted.,
ones as he who exclaimed"I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all;
But Jesus Christ is my All in all";

or one of the Lord's "fools," who said"One two three'
The' Middle On~ died for me."

Such may, in the estimation of their fellow-men, be regarded
as the very" offscouring of all things." They may be "despised:
and rejected of men," as was their Master before them. N evertheless, that Master, in the days of His flesh, said, "I thank
Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them,
unto babes [simple ones] j even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in Thy sight."
Reader, if the Lord will, we shall have somewhat more to say
about J oseph and Jesus in our next.
THE EDITOR.

Sta~l'

Lodge, Burgoyne Road, Southsea, June 30th, 1889.
JESUS ALWAYS

I

~EEDED.

Thee, precious Jesus,
Amidst life's rugged way;
Thy presence always cheers me,
E'en on the darkest day.

I need Thee when I read Thy Word
I need Thee when I pray;
I need Thee by the sick-bed,
To teach me what to say.

Thou knowest I would trust Thee;
Although I cannot trace
Thy varied dealings with me,
Yet I know all is of grace.

I need Thee in temptation,
To check the tempter's power;.
I need Thine arm around me
In every trying hour.

I need Thy presence always
To guide me on my way;
I need Thee, Holy Spirit,
To dictate what I say.

I need Thee when in sickness;.
I need Thee too in health,
In time of deepest poverty,
And in abounding wealth.

NEED

And oh, how I shall need Thee,
When death is drawing nigh,
To take my hand and lead me
To that blest home on high!
Cockfield.

C. B..
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THE CLOUD LIFTING; OR, JEHOVAH'S ABSOLUTE AND
DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY MANIFESTED IN HIS PERMISSIVE WILL.
"Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel,
.saying, The days are prolonged, and eVe?'y vision faileth? I am the Lord ..
I will speak, and the word that 1 shall speak shall come to pass."-

EZEKIEL xii. 22, 25.
"The visilJn is yet for on appointed time, bltt at the end it shall speak,
and not lie.. though it tarry, wait for it; becxuse it will surely come, it
will not tm·1·y. Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not 1tpright in him:
,but the just shall live by his faith."-HABAKKuK ii. 3, 4.

THESE are a cluster of significant words from the Scriptures of truth,
We shall do well to weigh them. They imply that, among God's
spiritual Israel, there often creeps in a feeling of wonderment at some
-of the Lord's permittings; and, in the spirit of rebellion and unbelief,
they say, "Every vision faileth." But depend upon it, God will
. vindicate His own cause with His family. They may say, "It is prolonged. His mercy seems clean gone for ever. He has 'forgotten to
be gracious.'" But depend upon it, however dark and mysterious His
permittings in providence and grace, He will at the appointed time
shine forth, and make the vision clear, and we shall receive the
promised blessing 'Without fail. He is ever faithful, if we ure oft faithless. But" the just "-that is, those who are justified in Christ-have
to "live by faith," and not sense.
Dear reader, you have the pith of our subject at this time. There
will be plenty in it. May the Holy Spirit bless it for our mutual
profit.
Now, just to glance at our passage literally. God again and again
-calls the house of Israel "a rebellious house," and one feature of their
rebellion was, in considering that God's promised judgments concerning
the destruction of Jerusalem and the Babylonish captivity seemed so
prolonged that they would never come to pass, and in this spirit they
had a proverb among themselves that" the vision had failed," and the
wicked and foolish deduction they drew was, that they might live at
-ease, eat, drink, and be merry-the very spirit which prevails in the
world now concerning God's prophecies and the second coming of
. Christ. Such will find out their mistake, and will prove that God is
; true to His word. He says, "I am the Lord: I will speak, and the
word that I shall speak shall come to pass" (Ezek. xii. 25); "The
'word which I have spoken shall be done" (ver. 28).
God is, and ever will be, true to His promise, and we shall see this
in tracing His absolute and divine sovereignty, as manifested in His per_m'issive will, for it is certain to our mind that His dealings are
. mysterious, and
"Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will."

.-
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Let us, then, with' the VVord of God in our hands, trace some of
these deep workings of our God, which He clears up, proving to us
that the vision never faileth, but that what the Lord speaketh shall
£urely come to pass.
And for proofs of this, we may go back to the very earliest times
of the world's history, and the Ohurch's too-the fall of our first parents,
for instance. Why did God permit this, the result of which was the
bringing upon their posterity such misery and woe 1 The answer to
this is clear enough. Had He not permitted-yea, purposed-it, there
never would have been salvation by grace for you and for me, dear
reader, for ruin by the fall ushered in the everlasting remedy. The
sin allowed brought out the blessedness of the covenant of grace. The
broken covenant of works showed the necessity for the perfect work of
Christ.
See, then, the cloud lift, and the vision beginning to be unravelled
in the first Gospel promise after the fall-" And I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, aud between thy seed and her seed: it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel"
vre I:1ight trace on the wonderful permittings of God in the histories
-of the Old Testament saints, all of which would prove the same divine
working. But to pause at the following. After the fall of our first
parents, we can but note that early ordering of God's permissive will
in His divine directing of Abraham-" Take now thy son, thine only
son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah;
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will t.ell thee of." What a trial of the Patriarch's faith ! We
-cannot imagine one more poignant. And yet he did as he was commanded. How increased must have been his grief, as the lad looked
up in his father's face, as he went up the mount, and said, "My
father, behold, here is the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb
for a burnt offering ~" And what a struggle there must have been in
his breast between his natural affection and the faith he was determined
to maintain, a<l he replied, "My son, God will provide Himself a
lamb for a burnt offering." How the cloud must have darkened as,
laying his son upon the altar, he "stretched forth his hand, and took
the knife to slay his son"! But stay! The cloud lifts. The vision
is cleared up. God said, "Lay not thine hand upon the lad." " And
Abrabam looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket,"
which he was directed to offer a<l a sacrifice in the place of his son.
Thus was God's permitting turned into the ever-blessed promise of
Ohrist as the Substitute for His people. Isaac, the type of the Ohurch,
was let free, while the ram, the type of Ohrist, was slain in his stead.
Then, to trace further, I always think tbat one uf the most difficult
of the Lord's permittings to understand is, that of Jacob's deceiving his
father Isaac, in getting his blessing. The dear old Patriarch's eyes had
"become dim, so that he could not see," and, in feeling that his death
drew near, he purposed to bless his son Esau, the elder, before he
·died. And he desired him, first, to go into the field, and get some
venison, the savoury meat he was so fond of. But Rebekah, his mother,
WM aetermiued that Jacob, the younger, should receive his father's
Messing rnstead of Esau.
She therefore employed stratagem, and,
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deceiving the aged father, Jacob received his blessing. Esau then
appears on the scene, and with anguish of spirit does he bewail thedeception, crying with a bitter cry to his father, saying, "Is not he
rightly named Jacob'l for he hath supplanted me these two times: he
took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my
blessing. Hast thou but one blessing, my father ~ Bless me, even me
also, 0 my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept."
It seems impossible to do otherwise than sympathize with Esau in
his distress. The vision indeed tarrieth. What does it all mea.n '!'
That the aged Patriarch recognized God's permitting in the matter is
evident from his strong declaration, which he uttered in great trembling,
concerning Jacob-" I have blessed him: yea, a.nd he shall be blessed."
On account of the deception, Esau hated his brother, and determined,
after the days of mourning were over, to slay him. Trial followed,
and things looked desperate indeed; while, at the advice of the mother,
Jacob arose and fled far away from the presence of his determined'
brother. Years of strange vicissitude had to be endured. Indeed, it
might be said, "When will the cloud lift ~ When will the vision be
Ah! beloved, at the appointed time. And here we have
revealed ~"
it. After the pleasing reconciliation of the brothers, God appeared to
Jacob, and said unto him, "Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall no
more be called Jacob, but Israel. And God said unto him, I am Godi
Almighty"-as if He would say, "Recognize in all My working that I
am the great I AM-the All-wise One." Then followed the remarkable
blessing of Jehovah, which gave proof of His purpose-" As Israel, be
fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of
thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins." Here was the plan and
purpose of God, and who has a right to dispute His will ~ That will
was, that the elder should serve the younger, and the younger should
prove a headship which should bring glory to His great name. Surely
the vision failed not, but was cleared up in God's time and in God's
way. His declaration is, "I am the Lord: I will speak; and the word
that I shall speak shall come to pass." He did speak, "establishing a
testimony in Jacob, appointing a law in Israel, which He commanded
our fathers to make known to their children, that the generation to
come might know them, and set their hope in God" (see Psa. lxxviii.

5-8).
But, further, nothing can be more to the point than the Lord's permittings with Joseph, the loved one of Ismel beyond all the others. How dark
and dismal everything must have seemed to him, and how cloudy the
vision, when his brethren took him whom they were pleased to call
the" dreamer," a.nd cast him into a pit, "where there was no water" !
"No water!" Soon indeed must he die a cruel death. But no. Another
permitting was ahead of him. They found there would be no profit
in his death to them, and they grasped at the opportunity of selling
him to some foreign merchants, who carried him to Egypt. What a
trial to his aged father too, who, through the deception of the brethren,
believed that J oseph was dead! But" deep called unto deep '.' in his
experience. Sold by the merchants to Potiphar, his troubles increased.
Nothing could have been more painful than the false charge and wicked
conduct of Potiphar's wife, resulting in his being cast into prison, hurl>
I
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with fetters and laid in iron-a dark providence and permitting indeed.
Yet a ray from the heavenly vision broke the gloom of his dungeon,
.and brightened up his hopes. True, until that time "the word of the
Lord had tried him," but it did come, and, step by step, the tables
are turned, the scene is changed. God was with him. The king was
.made to "send and loose him, and to make him lord of his house, and
ruler of all his substance" (Psa. cv. 20, 21). Israel is also, in their
poverty, caused to come into Egypt; Jacob to sojourn in the land of
Ham. The guilty brethren are forgiven, and J oseph became the source
·of succour and support to his family, the Lord sending him before to
provide for them. The cloud indeed lifted; the vision did not fail.
God's purpose was fulfilled, which we may sum up in those words,
"And He increased His people greatly, and He made them stronger
,than their enemies."
But again things looked black, and the proverb of Israel seemed to
gain ground-" The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth." God's
people grew and increased, but another king who knew not J cseph
arose, and determined by every possible way to stamp them out. God
had sent .Moses, His servant, and Aaron, whom He had chosen, and
promised them deliverance from their cruel oppressors. Yet the vision
,tarried. Put back again and yet again, the enemy seemed to triumph,
and plague after plague, increased in intensity, seemed of no avail.
What is it all for ~ Will God fail in His promise, and man prove
more mighty than God ~ Not a bit of it! The appointed time came.
The tarrying was but to show God's power the more, and bring increased
glory to His name. "The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold
your peace." He did work. He overthrew the Egyptians in the midst
<Jf the sea. They sank as lead to the bottom, as the waves closed over
their heads. God's chosen people had passed over before them, between
the upreared walls of sea, and now went forth the song of triumph." The Lord is my strength and song; He also has become my salvation. The Lord shall reign for ever and ever." The vision may have
seemed to be prolonged, as far as man calculated, but it was cleared
up in God's best time, and failed not.
And so, beloved, we might turn over page after page of one's Bible,
.and trace the same remarkable work and will of our God. But we
must pause as, in thus turning them over, the eye rests upon" The
Book of Ruth." Herein is a cluster of the Lord's marvellous permittings,
·to bring about the purposes of His love and grace. "There was a
famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehem-judah went to
,sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and' his two sons."
-Picture the family group-the husband, his wife, and their two sons,starting out to what they thought, no doubt, would prove to them the
land of promise and plenty. Alas! for human hopes and calculations!
The sons each marry Moabitish women. Mahlon marries Ruth, and
'Chilion Orpah. And now-strange permitting I-death makes with his
,scythe a cruel sweep on the family group. Nothing can be more touching than the words of Scripture, telling of this-I< Elimelech, Naomi's
husband, died; and she was left, and her two sons. And Mahlon and
'Chilion died also, both of them; and the woman was bereft of her two
:sons and her husband." Three widows left! Ah! the apparently weak
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ones and helpless ones left, and the strong ones taken. Strange per e
mitting! Will the cloud ever lift, or the vision ever be cleared up ~
How we need a waiting faith! No wonder that the elder widow
should sigh for her once-loved home. Disappointment and misery had
followed her in the land of Moab-a land which is a marked emblem
of the world, which ever will be a disappointing world. She did
return unto the land of Judah, Ruth cleaving to her, while Orpah clave
to her own people. No wonder that, as the two downcast widows,
mother and daughter-in-law, came to Bethlehem, the city was moved
at seeing them, and said, "Is this Naomi 1" and that, in plaintive
response, she should say, "Call me not Naomi; call me Mara: for the
Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full of earthly
hopes, prospects, and joy-ah! and of pride to look upon my own.
But the Lord hath brought me back again empty." Husband and sons·
all gone! A dark permitting-cloudy providences indeed!
Now, then, again for our waiting faith. Did the vision fail, and
God not prove Himself to be the Faithful Promiser 1 Indeed, the
vision did not fail, and God proved Himself true to His character.
"Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth,.
and his name was Boaz." Strength, wisdom, and riches are involved
in his very name, and he marries Ruth. Again are the tables turned,
and the vision cleared. That marriage was one fraught and full of
blessing, and I believe but foreshadowed, in the whole of those wondrous providences, Christ's purchase and redemption of His Church;
and every permitting is but a pointing to Him.
Does every vision fail, beloved 1 Indeed not! Indeed not!
But, in passing on, and turning over the pages of our Bible, we can
but pause at "The Book oj Job," for here indeed is our point mar-·
vellously brought out. The Lord Jehovah Himself holds a conversation
with Satan-" East thou considered My servant Job, that there is none
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth
God, and escheweth evil?" " Ah !" responds Satan, it would seem in
bitter irony, "doth Job fear God for nought 1 See how Thou hast
hedged him in with prosperity. Put forth Thine hand, and touch all
that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face."
And now comes the marvellous permitting of God-a vision dark
indeed. "And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is
in thy POWe1'; only upon himself put not forth thine hand." Ob, what
a fearful trial, to be placed in the power of Satan, even for a time!
And so poor Job felt it. Earthly dependants slain; eartWy provision
taken away; earthly ease removed; earthly relationship severed; the
earthly home levelled to the ground; servants, sheep, camels, sons and
daughters, and the house smitten by a great wind from the wilderness!
What a trying permitting! What a sweep of all that was held dear!
What a stripping of the poor man! Yet the climax was not reached
until his wife bade him" Curse God and die!" Could it be wondered
at if he does give way to rebellious feelings and utterances, and that,
as years of anguish and sorrow roll on, he should consider that the
vision had failed-that God's mercy was clean gone for ever 1 But
stay! Here begins the turning-point-the lifting of the cloud. God,
after silencing Job's false comforters, speaks Himself to him out of the
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whirlwind; and what is the result ~ Oh, the poor stripped and smitten
man says, C'I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now
mine eye seeth Thee; wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes." Here was the lesson learnt-self-abhorrence. Now the cloud
further lifts. Now the vision is cleared up graciously and mercifully.
"The Lord turned the captivity of Job when he prayed," gave him
twice as much as he had before, and blessed his latter end more than
his beginning. What an additional proof is this that "the vision is for
an appointed time: at the end it shall speak, and not lie." Oh, wait
for it! "It shall surely come." Let" the just live by faith," and not
sense.
But, in turning over the pages of our Bible, what a pause we must
make at the New Testament, as it unfolds the earthly caner of the incarnate·
God! Here was indeed a life of wondrous permittings, fraught with
the depths of divine purpose and everlasting salvation. Hence, at the
very commencement of that life, He bore" the contradiction of sinners
against Himself"; while at His baptism we have the point wondrously
brought out-" Jesus came from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptized of him. But John forbade Him, saying, I have need to be
baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me ~" Note our blessed Lord's
reply-" Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness. Then he suffered Him."
The same we have in the token He gave of His life of servitude to
and for the Church, which is His body. He riseth from supper, laid
aside His garments, took a towel, and, girding Himself, poured water
into a basin, and washed His disciples' feet. Peter, with his usual
zeal, and yet love for his Lord, could ll0t bear the idea of His washing his feet. But note again ·our Lord's memorable reply-" What I
do thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter."
Then again, when He had been betrayed by Judas, and a great multitude came, with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders,
to take Him, again did Peter manifest zeal and love for our Lord,
striking a servant of the high priest, and smiting off his ear. Note
again our Lord's rebuke and memorable reply-" Put up again thy
sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with
the sword. Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to lJ1y Fathe1', and He
shall presently give Me 'rruyre than twelve legions of angels? But how then
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be ~ " Yes, it was all
of divine permitting, for an all-wise purpose.
And how forcibly this is seen even in God permitting Christ's enemies
to have their day, as in the instance of when He was brought before
Pilate. Jesus gave him no answer to his inquiries, and Pilate said,
"Speakest Thou not unto me 1 Knowest Thou not that I have power
to crucify Thee, and have power to release Thee ~ " Note again our
Lord's memorable reply-" Thou couldest have no power at all against
Me except it were givw thee from above." God was only permitting Pilate
to act according to His predestinated plans and purposes.
But, beloved, see how the cloud lifts, and the vision is unfolded.
Shame was but the prelude of triumph-humiliation of exaltation.
Hear His cry from the cross-" It is finished! and with a loud voice"·
-mark, not an enfeebled, dying voice, but one of godly power and
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new life-"' He yielded up the ghost. And behold, the veil of the
temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom, and the earth
did quake, the rocks rent, and graves were opened." Nor could the
tomb keep Him longer than the appointed time. He rose the mighty
'Conqueror, and in due time, after again visiting this earth, ascended
up on high.
Look by faith, beloved, at Him now, and say, has the vision failed 1
Indeed not. Every jot and tittle has been fulfilled, and we now enjoy
the incalculable blessings of His finished work.
Beloved, the subject is so full, we can only say, Take the Bible, study
Qut proofs of God's permissive will for yourselves, and methinks you
will banish for ever the proverb that should never be in the household
of God-" Surely the days are prolonged, and the vision faileth."
We can but now come closer home, even to personal experience.
""Vhat the Lord has permitted with regard to all who have gone before,
is just what He is permitting now, in His dealings with His spiritual
Israel. We" follow on to know the Lord," and, in following on, walk
in the footprints of those who have trod before us in the pilgrim way
to the eternal home. And if, beloved, we could draw up chairs together, what tales we should have to recount-what tellings of' the
glorious results of the Lord's permittings-what times when He seems
to have covered over with His love our repinings and rebellion, and
!proved Himself to be the faithful God!
And then, how many things we have met with in others known to
us which have proved the same! I love to relate a simple one, tha\
just occurs to me. ,Ye were about to go on our usual su=er outing,
snd had selected Yarmouth, when a dear Christian lady said, "Oh, if
you go to Yarmouth, do patronize T. B--, the boatman, who is a
Christian man," We did not forget our friend's request, and going
to the beach one evening for a boat, we inquired for T. B--. "Oh,"
said one from a group on the shore, ironically, "he's gone to the
;prayer-meeting. Better have my boat, sir." Another and another
pleaded also for the job. "No," I responded; "I want the praying
boatman, and will put off my trip till he is disengaged." Of course,
scornful frowns and looks were the result. Well, in brief, I found out
my Ohristian boatman, and he told me the following simple fact. He
said that the Sunday was their best day, for the excursion trains brought
down such numbers to Yarmouth that the boatmep. on that day reaped
a large harvest. ,Vhen the Lord convinced him of sin, and converted
him by His grace, he could no longer carry on this Sabbath traffic, and he
determined, come what would, to give it up. The first Sabbath, as he
wended his way to the little Bethel, it was a great strain for him.
Splendid weather had brought to the coast thousands of people, and his
fellow-boatmen were doing a thriving trade. Is it to be wondered at
that his heart sank as he thought that a clear thirty shillings' loss
would accrue to himself and family, as the result of his determination,
and that the Lord's permitting the prosperity of the wicked was indeed
puzzling 1 But stay! The cloud cleared; the vision failed not. He
prayed while his ungodly fellows prospered. But Monday morning
eame, and a letter was brought to him by the postman to his cottage
home. He read it in tears. It was from a large net-maker, who offered

473

The Gospel Magazi1ze.

..

him the situation of foreman in his establishment, while the wages given
would more than cover all that he had sacrificed, and give him the
Sabbath Day all to himself. Son of man, say not, "The vision
faileth." God will clear up all-will vindicate Ris own permittings,
and prove the truth of His promise, "Them that honour Me I will
honour."
Especially, too, has He manifested His love and tenderness in times
of affliction and suffering. Tried and ~uffering child of God, do the
Lord's permittings seem strange to you ~ Ah! but let me ask, those
many days and nights of weariness, do they go for nothing ~ Nay,
were not lessons learned on that couch of suffering that are of lasting
benefit to you, and tend to cause you to shine more brightly in
character and soul ~ " Dost t.hou not know," as one has truly said,
"that the saints' afflictions stand for blessings ~ " God permits things
which, to our mind, appear contrary, but the very 'thing we shall find
will turn out for our gain and His glory. Duties are ours; events are
the Lord's. It is our part to let the Almighty carry out His will.
We may depend upon it that He will do this wisely and well. God
brings abounding blessings out of His apparently cross-providences.
Oh, that we had faith to be pleased with everything that pleases Him!
Watch and wait, beloved, and you will find in Christian experience
that dark lanes and deep valleys bring into fruitful plains and verdant
hills.
While I write, there is a $triking instance of this comes to us in the
letters of the intrepid African traveller, STANLEY. He tells us that
they traversed a gloomy forest for one hundred and twenty days, when
Iluddenly there burst upon them the most glorious and fruitful country
they ever beheld. His men could hardly restrain themselves in their
exuberance of joy. So shall it be with the Lord's pilgrims homeward
bound. In Moses' message to the king of Edom concerning Israel, he
said, "Thou knowest all the travel that hath befallen us." Yes,
indeed the journeyings of God's spiritual Israel will prove journeyings
of toil and hardship, but, blessed be God, it shall all result in triumph.
And this brings us just to mark some of the lessons which the
Lord's permittings are calculated to teach us. For instance, they bid;
faith take hold of God's sovereignty, and that, too, even in the dark.
"Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right" and well ~ Indeed
Re will.
" Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
. But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face."
Agaiu, they show us the stability of the promises and faithfulness of our
God. He will never fail us. His promises are "yea and amen in
Christ Jesus." Grasp at any, beloved, suitable to your felt need, and
depend upon His carrying it out in your experience.' Only wait His
time, not yours.
Another lesson in divine experience we shall learn is, the lesflon of
trttst. Oh, how again and again have I had some rushing care break
in upon me like a mighty flood, when the eye has been uplifted to the
mercy-seat, and a recognition of divine relationship, and the contem·
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plation of an overruling providence, have been gained at the moment,
which has calmed my spirit, and made me feel that all must be for the
best with those that put their trust in God, and we have sung, "Glory
be unto Thee, 0 God. May the heart of them rejoice that seek the
Lord."
Again,. remember that the Lord's permittings are part of His all-wise
discipline to bring us to glor'l/. It is all in the covenant, and He takes
means to stir us out of the nest of carnal repose, to wing our way to
the eternal rest, and press on to the eternal home.
Lastly, it bids us keep on the u'atch-tower for the second coming of Christ.
However prolonged His return may appear (and mark, it will not be
so a moment longer than the appointed time), depend upon it, this is
a vision that will not fail, for, "beloved, be not ignorant of this one
thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as.. one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some men count slackness." Depend upon it, "the day of
the Lord will come its a thief in the night, in the which the heavens
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat; and the earth also, and the works that are therein, shall
be burned up."
:rhe Lord of Glory shall, then, come in the appointed "day of God."
Oh, that you and I, dear reader, "may be found of Him in peace,
without spot, and blameless." And, seeing that these things shall come
to pass, "what manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness 7"
It will be noted, with regard to J ehovah's permissive will, that we
have been writing more eSfecially of Bible and personal experiences;
but we may mark the same in surrounding circumstances, and prefix
to all His workings, "Shall not tt.e Judge of all the earth do right 7"
In national matte1's, for instance, which, to my mind, wear a gloomy
aspect at the present time, how remarkable are many of the Lord's
permittings! Infidels of marked notoriety admitted into our Houses of
Parliament; the coronation oath disregarded; laws passed to weaken
the sacredness of the Sabbath Day, and a host of other irreligious
movements that grieve a Christian's heart, and sadden his spirit; and
we say, "Why does the Lord permit these things 7" Dear sympathizers
with us in our sorrow, let faith remember that the vision may tarry;
it can never end in failure. God will, in His own appointed time,
crush the enemy, and vindicate His great name.
The same also with regard to Chunh matters. That which is permitted is marvellous to llS. As to the Church of England, we used to
think that she was a bulwark of Protestantism. She is no longer this.
She is the world's Church, and her places of worship are, for the most
part, worldly sanctuaries, crowded with worldly and frivolous worshippers of anythipg but the living God. Well, our mercy is, that the
inward and living Church may be in sorrow, but remains untouched.
The Lord's eye is' ever upon His spiritual Zion, and she must be safe
in His keeping.
Then, agitin, if ?"~ look at the Lord's providential dealings,. they oft,en
stagger us. The why and the wherefore we cannot now understand,
but we shall by-and-bye. "The vision is yet for an- appointed time,
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but at the end it shall speak." And we may remember, as one has
said, "Time is short, and if the cross is heavy, you have not far to
-carry it."
I must close. Time and space demand it. But ponder over our
great one. It is a glorious one. " Son
subject, dear reader. It is
of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel,
saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth 1" No, noten thousand times no! It never can fail. What the Lord has
declared must come to pass.
Let our position be one of patient
watching and trust. "The just shall live by faith."

a

G. C.

Burton-on-Trent.
"0 WHEN WILT THOU COME UNTO ME 1"
(PSALM

'(JONVICTED, and full of distress,
In anguish I cry unto Thee;
~Though sinful, entreat Thee to
bless"0 when wilt Thou come unto
me?"

In darkness, I long have desired
Thy wonderful glory to see;
-Hast Thou my petition inspired?
"0 when wilt Thou come unto
me?"
.A glimpse I have had of Thy face,

Refreshing, though small in degree;
-Replenish my soul with Thy grace"0 when will; Thou come unto
me?"
-Em'apture my heart with Thy
Word,
And lovingly give me the key;
'Thy voice I have frequently heard"0 when wilt Thou come unto
me?"
Though mortals can neTer conceive,
Or fathom Thy gracious decree,
'Thy promises cannot deceive"0 when wilt Thou come unto
me?"
Cheltenham.

ci. 2.)

Thy promise is " yea and amen"
In Jesus-the prodigal's pleaAnd reaches the vilest of men"0 when wilt Thou come unto
me? "
Though oftentimes running astray
From Jesus, to whom I should flee,
I speak from my heart when I say"0 when wilt Thou come -unto
me?"
At times I am troubled with fear
Lest I should a castaway be;
Then prove me, and make me sincere"0 when wilt Thou come unto
me?"
Thy justice and mercy combine;
Thine attributes all must agree;
The work of salvation is Thine"0 when wilt Thou come unto
me?"

While some of Thy children I meet
Whom Thou hast declared to be
free,
This question I daily repeat"0 when wilt Thou come unto
me?"
FRED. WINDRIDGE.

Do not stop short of the joy of full assurance of interest in Christ,
but remember that it is ever connected with the sorrow of true contrition.
IT is not so easy to be a Christian as some men think. For a.
living soul really to -trust in Christ -alone, when he -sees-nothing in
,himself but evil and sin, is an act as supernatural as for Peter to
'Walk on the sea.-Hart.
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THE LORD'S POOR-THEIR POSITION AND PROSPECTS.
s, I

will also leave in the midst of thee an a1fiicte~l and poor people, anal
they shall trust in the name of the L01·d."-ZEPIJ:ANIAH iii. 12.

would certainly not be the choice of the children of God.
That they are in general a tried :md affiicted people, experience con-tinually proves. "He doth not affiict willingly," but sanctified affiiction
is amongst our greatest mercies; therefore, we may conclude that there
is a needs-be for it; and this is borne out by the believer's experience, for we read, "The more they were affiicted, the more they
multiplied and grew." And how often have many dark and trying;
seasons been overruled for good. "For Thou wilt save the affiicted
people"; "He heareth the cry of the affiicted"; "He forgetteth not.
the affiicted"; "Many are the affiictions of the righteous: but theLord delivereth them out of them all"; "The Lord will maintain the'
cause of the affiicted"; "The Lord will have mercy on the affiicted."
The Psalmist's language was, "Before I was affiicted, I went astray" ;.
"It is good for me that I have been affiicted." And they that trust
in His Word shall never be confounded, and this the believer knows·
by happy experience. "In all their affiictioll3 He was affiicted, and
the Angel of His presence saved them: in His love and in His pity He
redeemed them; and He bare them, and carried them all the days of
old."
However deep the affiiction of any of the Lord's people, their lan-guage is in perfect accord with the Word of God. When the Lord is
pleased to drop Il. word into the soul He prepares for its reception, it is
then it does us good. He is no stranger to our wants and desires.
The following came to me in the midst of suffering one morning"The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: Thou wilt
make all his bed in sickness." I found these words very consolatory and
comforting. The Lord Himself will comfort them. He will strengthen.
them by faith in His Word and promise in the covenant of grace.
"He will make their bed in their sickness."
Our precious Jesus is all-sufficient to the weary one, when lying
prostrate on the bed of sickness. Under the most trying circumstances t(}·
the flesh, in which exhaustion and weariness are at the very extreme,
His Word and presence have cheered the heart, and faith has broken out.
·with some sweet Scripture truth which has been dropped quietly upon
the soul by God the Holy Spirit. Our extremity is but His oppor-tunity. The support, or promise, may be delayed, but His Word still
stands good-" And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew
not: I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make
'darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things.
will I do unto them, and not forsake them." He is the God of Israel, and
will never forsake them, for "the Lord's portion is His people." They
were His before all time, and our dear Lord has said, "Because I live, ye·
shall live also." That beautiful chapter in John's Gospel, from which
AFFLICTION
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these words are taken, begins with, "Let not your heart be troubled,"
and before it closes these words are repeated, and with this addition,
." neither let it be afraid." Although addressed to His disciples, they
are equally ours, and proclaim the mutual love which exists between
Christ and H is dear people.
The most trifling matter, at times, if the Lord sees fit to make it
.so, is heavy; whereas the most crushing trouble, with His presence and
support, how lightly it sits upon us, thus proving IHim to be our
Burden-Bearer and Refuge in every storm. It is when we are, to our.selves, apparently carrying the burden alone, that we feel it to be a
.trouble. No real comfort is experienced by the Word-the enemy very
,busy plying us-and we are often led to concludfl that" He had in anger
shut out our prayer." Yet this is all sent in love. The Lord is not
.angry, but in His love He sees fit to chasten us at times, and we find
.it in the end to be for our spiritual profit, and then His goodness
humbles us in the dust. God's people are an afflicted people, for He
has "chosen them in the furnace of affliction"; and they are a tried
people, for He "trieth the righteous," and they are all righteous.
God's people are a praying people, for He "pours out upon them the
.spirit of grace and supplication." God's people are a hungering aud
thirsting people, for "blessed are they that do hunger and thirst after
righteousness." They" worship God in spirit, and have no confidence in
<the flesh." And all these accompany salvation, and proclaim character,
tenderness of conscience, filial fear, humility of soul, brokenness of heart,
l().ve to the brethren, consistency of life. These are not salvation, but
they accompany salvation. The soul taught of God is continually longing for the visitation of God's salvation to cheer him on his pilgrimage,
and especially in trying seasons, when sickness comes, when death stares
him in the face, when providential trials arise, when a sense of guilt
stings, when condemnation presses as a heavy burden, when death and
[ears rise in the mind, when Satan harasses, and when guilt wounds.
In these trying seasons their language is, "Oh, visit me with Thy
salvation! " It wants a visit, a testimony from God, to cheer it, to
refresh it, to strengthen it, to rejoice it. We want to realize the favour
and presence of God, for every quickened soul desires to experience His
Personal, special, eternal, discriminating favour shed abroad in the heart,
sweetly applied and revealed to the soul. The soul that is brought
there sees an end of all perfection. He has tasted and felt in his
<:onscience that no arm of the flesh, still less his own, cau deliver him
from his feelings, or can do him that good his soul IS panting for.
His language is as that of the Psalmist-" Remember me, 0 Lord, with
the favour Thou bearest unto Thy people. Oh, visit me with Thy
salvation, that I may see the good of Thy chosen, that I may rejoice in
the gladness of Thy nation, that I may glory with Thine inheritance."
Dear reader, what a blessed unity of spirit runs through the experience of God's people; and it is a sweet encouragement and a blessed
<consolation to the family of God to find their feelings, thoughts, desires,
groans, sighs, and tears, all faithfully recorded in the Word of God. And
there is no state of soul-trouble into which you may be brought, no
trial which you may pass through, no temptation that you may have to
. ~ncounter, no difficulty to grapple with, that is not in the Word of God;
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and there is no breathing of the soul, no desire of the heart, no sighing
of a contrite spirit, which we do not find equally traced out in the
Word of Jehovah, as experienced by the saints of old. The Holy Spirit
shows us how suitable and applicable they are to the souls of H~s
people for all time. He makes the Word of God to be food to theIr
hearts.
If we read our Bible carefully, we must see that God has a "people,"
and they are "a peculiar people," a people separate from the world, a
people whom He has" formed for Himself, that they should show forth
His praise." If this be so-and the living child of God knows that it
is so-election sooner or later is riveted in their hearts. Any man or
woman who lives and dies in enmity against this doctrine, lives and
dies in their sins, for every child of God must be brought, sooner or
later, to see that God has a people, and the longing desire of every
living soul is, to be manifested as one of that people.
"Their birth is from above;
Peculiar price indeed!
Begotten, not of blood,
But of immortal seed:
From Christ their Head their life proceeds,
And to Him most surely leads."
After God has broken man down, there are no cavillings against
election. When we are stripped of all, made a beggar, :1 poor insolvent
debtor, with a heavy debt, and nothing to pay, then election is made
manifest in the conscience, because he feels, unless God has chosen him
from eternity, he will never see His face in glory. Now, our covenant
God never had anything else but favour towards His people. His
affections were eternally fixed upon them, and the soul in exercise
about this precious doctrine wants to have such special tokens of His
discriminating favour as shall support him under every circumstance;
and, as He never creates a desire without intending to fulfil it, He
bows down His ear and grants it. Sooner or later the favour comes,
and then it melts the heart into humility, gratitude, love, and praise.
If it is but a crumb, or a drop, it is enough to satisfy the soul
while it lasts.
Depressed as you may be at times, dear child of God, you cannot
but say th&t the Lord has been with you in the past, and when
" Encompassed with elouds I)f Jistress,
And tempted all hope to resign "yes, dark as you may feel yourself to be, you may truthfully repeat
the last verse of this sweet hymn of TOPLADY'S" Yet, Lord, if Thy love has designed
No covenant blessing for me,
Ah 1 tell me, how is it I find
Some sweetness in waiting for Thee?
Almighty to rescue Thou art;
.
Thy grace is immortal and free;
Lord, succour and comfort my heart,
And make me live wholly to Thee."

_
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Is not this your language? If so, He will be your help in every time
of need. There is a necessity for every trial, and in our right minrl
we must believe that "all things are working together for good."
Though
"The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."
Our stay here with some of us cannot be long, when we shall hear,
"Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you before the foundation of the world."
:;.

"Then shall we see Him face to face,
And from the river of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
Ah! dear fellow-sufferer, I often long to be where sin and sorrow are
unknown; for, amidst ail our surroundings, and what we feel ourselves
at times to be, there is a longing to be relieved from it, and, like all
true saints, we feel the continual conflict between sin and grace, the
will to do good and the will to evil ever present. True, at seasons we
are lifted out of ourselves, but we shall never lose a continual, sensible
knowledge of ourselves as sinners until the earthly house of this
tabernacle is dissolved. Then, and not till then, sin will be done away
for ever, and every desire of the mind realized.
The Master has said, "In the world ye shall have tribulation, but
in Me ye shall have peace" ; and we must be acquainted with the one
so as to experience the other. Oh, that He may condescend to bring
us to a spirit of true submission to His will, knowing that it is a
Father's hand that mixes the cup; and"Although the cup seems mixed with gall,
There's something secret sweetens all."
We cannot for a moment think that Jesus does not know our need.
The very words, "My grace is sufficient for thee," imply that He does.
All grace He has for His dear people. He has enough for all. For
every one He has the portion ready, and knows what we want every
day through the whole of our journey. From everlasting this knowledge preceded you, and from everlasting every individual child's portion is laid by. He keeps it for the moment it is required, and each
will find a suited sufficiency, answering to all their wants, and corresponding to all their necessities. I am perfectly sure of this, yet my
unbelieving heart often desponds under trial; but nevertheless I can
say, "Hitherto He has helped me." He doth help, and will help me
all my journey through. What blessed assurance and comfort there is
in knowing that our dear Lord can and will carry on His work of
grace in tl.Le soul to the end, and without our help! For myself I can
say, I fee! more dependent than ever upon Him-more needed, and
more desired.';;'
;<

Yes, "more needed, and 1tlO1'e desired."

-En.

Mark that, reader.

Can you say

SO"
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"Then, while I make my secret moan,
Upwards I cast my eyes, and see,
Though I have nothing of my own.
My treasure is immense in Thee."

My conviction, especially at the present time, is, thlt God sees fit to
afflict His people for His all-wise purposes.
"Poor and afflicted, Lord, are Thine;
Among the grea.t unfit to shine;
But, though the world may think it strange,
They would not with the world exchange.
"Poor and afflicted, but, ere long,
They'll join the bright, celestial throng;
Their sufferings then will reach a close,
And heaven afford them sweet repose."
Reader, I know not, individually, what your trials are, but I know
God's elect people are a tried family. It may be temporal or domestic
trial; it may be spiritual trouble. You may.be tried in circumstances,
or exercised in your families, beset on all sides, bu~ our God is with
us in the fire and in the water. "For this God is our God for ever
and ever: He will be our Guide even unto death." "His strength is
made perfect in weakness." The election of grace, the Ohurch of the
eternal God, is imperishable. "I give unto them eternal life, and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand."
"None that trust in Him shall be desolate," for" the Lord knoweth
them that trust in Him," and the child of God knows he cannot exist
without a hope in God's mercy j but if he has a "good hope through
grace," he can say at times, and sweetly enjoy it, "The Lord is my
portion, saith my soul, therefore will I hope in Him." "\Vherever
grace is in exercise in the heart, there is the testimony of the Spirit.
" My God, my Father, blissful name!
" Whate'er Thy providence denies,
Oh, may I call Thee mine?
Oh, give me stl'ength to bear!
May I with sweet assurance claim
And let me know my Father reigns,
A portion so divine?
And trust His tender care.
" If cares and sorrows me surround,
Their power why should I fear?
My inward peace they cannot wound,
If Thou, my God, art nea.r."

And, amid all our trials, may He condescend to say, "Peace, be
still!" and
" Whene'er becalmed I lie,
And storms forbear to toss.
Be Thou, dear Lord, still nigh,
Lest I should suffer loss:
For more the treacherous calm I dread
Than tempests bursting o'er my head."
~ May we, in all godly sincerity, say, with the Apostle, "Most gladly,
therefore, do I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me."
~
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DEW-DROPS.
"And He turned Him unto His disciples, and said privately, Blessed are
.the eyes which see the things that ye see: for I tell you that many prophets
and kings have desi1'ed to see those things which ye see, and have not seen
them " and to hem' those things which ye hear, and have not heard them."
-LUKE x. 23, 24.
THE golden thread of revelation runs throughout the pages of Scripture,
plainly pointing out to us what an individual personal dealing does the
Great Revealer of secrets have with each soul brought to a knowledge
of Him as their Saviour in Christ Jesus. It is a revelation of what
we are, and, blessed be His name, what He is. It is a revelation to
His secret disciples, highly-favoured of their God to know these hea.venly
mysteries. Our Lord points this truth out to the disciples who asked
Him why He spoke in parables unto the people. "He answered and
said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven, but unto them it is not given." And it is
for these, in His last prayer on earth, He gives thanks unto His Father
for those things which He had" hid from the wise and prudent," and
"For I have given unto them
chosen to reveal unto babes in grace.
the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have received them, and
have known surely that I came out from Thee, and they have believed
that Thou didst send Me."
Thus" the [spiritually] wise shall understand all things."
We see, then, that the new birth is one of individual revelation
accompanying regeneration-that the walk of the believer is, for the
most part, a secret and silent one in the world, but that they are
heirs to precious privileges conveyed to them therein. What a revelation was that which came to Nicodemus, in those heart-searching
words, " Ye must be born again." And it comes to each heir of the
kingdom, as their God graciously takes them in hand, to deal with
them after the everlasting loving-kindness which shall draw them to
Him, and which wrings from each the cry, "God, be merciful to me, a
sinner! " And did ever any perish with that cry upon their lips 1 or
do they live to sing David's song of deliverance-" He sent from above;
He took me; He drew me out of many waters" 1
There is another beautiful instance of this divine revelation recorded
by Mark of our Lord-" But without a parable spake He not unto
them; and when they were alone, He expounded all things to His
disciples." "A parable" for the multitude-a divine interpretation to
the few! Yes, it is the "two or three gathered together "-not the
whole congregation. It is the little company in that upper room at
Jerusalem, or the two sad.hearted ones on their way to Emmaus, who
trace new beauties and fresh delights in the life of Him they had so
loved, and whose loss they were now grieving over.
His disciples are a chosen number, specially selected and imbued with
those gifts and graces which shall make them faithful ambassadors of
their Lord. Sometimes, in His tender compassion for them, He calls
them to "Come ye yourselves apart in a desert place, and rest a while;
for there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so
much as to eat bread."
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Beloved, have you known these times of happy indulgences, when
the Lord has graciously taken you from the midst of the battle, from
the hot of the fight, from the bustle of the world, and placed you
amongst David's two hundred who abode behind, "so faint that they
could not go over the brook Besor" ~ Do you know what it is to have
been alone with Jesus, and, leaning your head upon His loving breast
from sheer weariness, telling all your need, have found the earnest of
this entering into rest, so that you have SUllg"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,

And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss"?

vVe have seen, then, how the walk must be a solitary one for the
most part. Can we wonder, then, that the world hates us ~ "If the
world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you," says
our Lord. But the rather rejoice for the hunour put upon you; and for
your comfort, when you are sighing as "a sparrow alone " (that meanest
of all little birds, yet never one of them falling to the ground without
your Father knowing), trace through Scripture how many an instance
is pointed out of God's people as solitary ones in a desolate land. We
read of Noah, the only righteous man in a wicked generation, and how
he, with seven others, are saved from God's judgment on a wicked
world. Look at that ray of light in Genesis v., where a string of
genealogy is recorded, and where, amidst a perverse and crooked
generation, "Enoch walked with God." Elijah, too, felt the singularity of
his religion when, in despair, he cried, "I only am left." It may seem
so to many other Elijahs. But what saith the answer of God unto
him ~ "I have reserved to Myself seven thousand men who have not
bowed the knee to the image of Baal."
There is Lot, vexing his
righteous soul in wicked Sodom. There is a Lydia, whose heart is
opened; a PAul, prepared for preaching; a Peter, cleansed by precious
blood; a Nicodemus, who seeks his Lord by night. Yea, be it singular
or COllective, "the people shall dwell alone, and not be reckoned
amongst the nations," and little Bethlehem Ephratah must be content
to be the fewest of all people below, until the Church militant and
the Church triumphant be "a number that no man can number" save
Him who knoweth and calleth them all by name.
Then, beloved, if such be the plan of Omnipotence, the love-purposes
of Jehovah towards His child, should there be room for murmuring or
cause for complaint ~ Instead of bemoaning our loneliness, and crying
out, in the bitterness of our soul, "I am an outcast, and reckoned as the
offscourillg of all things," should we not rather remember that, since it
is the path assigned us, trodden before us by the "Man of Sorrows," it
must be right, and shall be well ~ The narrow way must, of necessity,
contain fewer travellers than the broad road; and remember, for your
comfort, even if you are unknown by the world, and taking a lonely
wilderness journey; yet never for one moment are you lost sight of by
your Heavenly Father. Is there not the rather cause fur rejoicing 1
"Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see, for I tell you
that many proph£\ts and kings have desired to see those things which
ye' see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye
hear, and have not heard them." Things which the angels desired to

'.
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look into revealed to poor fallen man! Rejoice, then, and send forth
the praises of your heart to Him for the wonders of His grace in
electing you among the people of His choice. You may be fainthearted at times, but remember, greater is He that is with you than
those against you. Solitary Jacob found the place a Mahanaim when
the angels of God met him. And you have had your times of rejoicing before now, bQloved. You have known what it has been to cry out,
from sheer need, "I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me," and
proved Him faithful that promised, who" blessed him there," so that.·
faith has sung her exultant song, "This God is our God for ever; Hewill be our Guide even unto death." No, we must never forget that.
we never really walk alone. 'When seemingly so, in our darkest moments,
yet we are not alone, for the Father is with us. He goes before us t(}
lead us the way, by cloud or fire, through the wilderness; the same"
Hand leading us by the still waters, when, becalmed of our God, we
sit and rest under the shadow of His love with great delight. It is He
who leads us to the shades of Elim, afrer Marah's waters have been,
drunk. It is He who fetches to the fold again His lost and wayward
sheep. It is He who, at the end, treads the dark valley with His child,
when His rod and staff comfort, and His omnipotent arm upholds. "It
is I," comes to us over the troubled waters, and "Certainly I will bewith thee" puts us in possession of that immutable treasure in which
we can enter into Paul's paradox, "As having nothing, and yet
possessing all things."
May the Heavenly Teacher Himself take more and more of thethings of Christ, and reveal them unto you, until that glorious timewhen you will
"see, and hear, and know
All you've desired or thought below;
And every power find fresh employ
In that eternal world of joy."

R.

[In what striking contrast does the foregoing so truthful testimony'
stand against the so noisy, boastful creature-doings in the so-callecl
religion of the day !-ED. J
"GATHER UP THE FRAGMENTS."
"Gathe'l" up the f1'agments that remain, that nothing be Zost."-JoHN vi. H._.

"GATHER up the fragments";
'Tis thy Lord's command;
Bountiful the blessing
From His royal hand.

" Gather up the fragments";
Catch the golden grain;
Precious. is the promiseIt shall spring again.

"Gather up the fragments"" Gather up the fraQ'lllents'"
Learn thy Master"'s will; ,
Thus suall faith increase;
He who bids thee gather
He will guide and strengthen;
Help thee to fulfil.
Gives His own sweet peace.
Rest, then, on His promise;
Wide the good seed sow;
Thine shall be the reaping;
AUNT Lucy_
He ~viLZ make it grow.
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How sweetly the Lord ends His glorious Revelation!

It began with
..a marvellous declaration of His Majesty, in which occur those sublime
words, "God said, Let there be light, and there was light." Sin, how-ever, soon made its appearance, and with it God's grace appeared on
-the scene; and all through His ""Vord, like a golden thread, it was
·seen, culminating in the advent of His Son, who was the" unspeakable
gift" of His rich, free, and sovereign grace to rebellious man. And the
beloved Apostle, writing it for the last time, in the last chapter and
in the last verse of the Book of the Revelation, says, "The grace of
-(lur Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."
Think, then, dear reader, of the meaning of "the grace of our Lord."
It represents God's especial favour. The very word has a sweetness
qn it.
"Grace, 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear;
Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear."
-Paul well describes it in 2 Timothy i. 9, when he writes, "God hath
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works,
,but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in
'Christ Jesus before the world began." We thus see that this grace
sprang up spontaneously in the heart of Goel. " Not that we loved
'God, but that He loved us, and sept His Son to be the Propitiation for
·our sins." The glorious Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, united
;for the express purpose of carrying out this work of grace.
"This covenant stood ere time began,
That God with man might dwell;
Eternal wisdom drew the plan,
In all things ordered well."
In it God approved of all who should believe on His Son Jesus
.Christ. "By Him we have access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God." We are" accepted in
the Beloved." ""Ve are no longer enemies, but friends. His rich grace
-makes our sins, though" as scarlet, to be as white as snow; and though
.:as crimson, to be as wool." By this He receives us graciously, and
loves us freely, makes us His sons and daughters, giving us His own
..S pirit, and enabling us to cry, "Abba, Father!"
" Forbid that we should lie
Like slaves before the throne;
But humbly 'Abba, Father!' cry,
And Thou the kindred own."
This grace expresses the dying love of the Lord Jesus for His people.
'The Apostle writes, "For we know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that we
.through His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). We were
unable to save ourselves if we had died a thousand times, for we
.,hould have only offered a sinful offering, which, like the blood of bulls
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and goats, could never have taken away our sins; but our Lord "by
one offering perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Oh, at what
a cost He manifested this grace! Oan we ever estimate its' worth ~.
Oh, the amount of suffering which it cost Him! What shame! What
labour, pain, and degradation! Oan we not sing" Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my life, my soul, my all"?
The word" grace" is very expressive of the Spirit's work in the soul.
"But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be the Spirit of
Ohrist dwell in you. Now, if any man have not the Spirit of Ohrist,
he is none of His." An unapplied Ohrist is no Ohrist. The Spirit
brings grace into our hearts. He gives us, as it were, possession of
Ohrist's rich atonement. As our Lord said, "He shall take of Mine and
show them unto you." We were ignorant of what Ohrist is, and what
He has accomplished for us, and so should have lived and died, but for
the grace which brought it into our inmost soul, and made us new'
creatures in Ohricit J csus.
"By Him alone our souls can l..-.now
The mysteries of redeeming love,
The emptiness of things below,
And excellence of things above."
We notice that it is called "the grace of our Lord Jesus Ohrist.'''
How sweet to remember that it was obtained by Him ! We should
never have possessed it save through His merits. The Father showed
it for His Son's sake, and has declared there is salvation in no other'
name under heaven. Without His intervention we must have been.
lost for ever. No other way was possible to a just God, who resolved
to be the Justifier of them that believe in Jesus. As our Lord told
the scribes and Pharisees of old, "Except ye believe t.hat I am, yeshall die in your sins." Ohrist, in the matter of salvation, is All in
all. As the poet writes"I can but perish if I go,
And I'm resolved to try,
For if I stop away I know
I must for e,er die."
Grace, and grace alone, can save and bless us; and this grace has·
been obtained through the blood and righteousness of God's dear Son,
" Jesus Ohrist the Righteous."
It is called His grace because it is treasured up in Him. He is
the spiritual Joseph, from whom alone the supply of all grace can be
had. "For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness
dwell." Is not this a precious truth ~ Here is alii. ample provision for
the entire wants of believers in all ages. What a grand view we
thus get of the majesty and glory of the Saviour! He must be
divine, or He never could contain this fulness of the Godhead bodily r:
It is recorded of Napoleon I. that he said, "If the things written of
Christ were true, He must have been God." No human being could
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--satisfy the cravings of immortal souls, unless he were transcendently
.sbove them, that is, unless he was divine. I know no argument so
powerful as this. "Man cannot live on bread alone, but on every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God"; and so the Father
-sent the Son, the living Bread, to supply the hungerings and thirst-jngs of His spiritual children"Without this Bread I starve and die;
No other can my need supply;
But this will suit my wretched case,
Abroad, at home, in every place."
It is Christ's grace because it is received from Him. He is not like
·a beautiful statue, to be admired of men. He is not like a granary
filled with the finest of the wheat, but whose gates are locked, and
the keys kept by a selfish owner. He is not like some of our fellow-creatures, who are ever expressing their sympathy in words, but who
do not put their kind expressions into deeds; but He is in practice
what He is in theory-not only a wondrous Storehouse of grace, but
also an equal Distributor of that grace to all that seek and require its
gracious and saving power. As John writes, "And of His fulness
have we all received, and grace for grace." Not a few believers, but
all, are witnesses in this matter. It is a continual distribution, and,
'from first to last, "without money and without price." It is "grace
upon' grace," for iif we received only that which we deserved, we
should receive nothing at all. But we receive grace for the sake of
the grace to our Lord Jesus Christ. Goo is well pleased with Him,
therefore for His sake bestows grace upon His followers-grace for
~race-one grace to improve another grace-and by this means we are
.changed from glory to glory into the divine image. This is "growing
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."

"Then let the feeblest saint rejoice,
And hearken to J ehovah's voice;
My grace sufficient is for thee,
And I'll thy strength in weakness be."
The Apostle expresses a desire that all true believers should enjoy
,this grace-" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all."
It is to be enjoyed as a distinguishing mercy. It distinguishes them
irom fallen angels, for' God spared not the angels that sinned. Grace
was reserved for man, and so we find that, when our Lord shall send
away from His presence the wicked and impenitent, He will declare
-that the place of punishment is that which was prepared" for the devil
.and his angels." Mercy is to be had and enjoyed only by the followers
-of the Saviour, who, by grace, believing on His name, receive the for,giveness of their sins, and the favour and love of God. This grace also
-distinguishes them from themselves as they formerly were. Yes, they
were I.' dead in sin"; they had no spiritual life, and, therefore, no
spiritual tastes or desires, just as a dead body has no vital functions.
You may shout in its ears, or' hold before its glassy eyes anything' you
please,. but you might as well try to stop the swell of the ocean, or touch
the stars with. yo\].r, puny hand. But, as Paul writes -to the Ephesian
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<:Jhurch, "You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and
sins." Conversion is the greatest change in the universe. It is from
darkness to light; from enmity against God into love and fellowship
with Him; from children of sin and wrath into sons and daughters of
;the Lord God Almighty. This great change is a marvel to the believer
himself. He looks back with amazement and sorrow, wondering that
'God should ever have loved him, and astonished and grieved that he
.should have so sinned against so gracious a God. He can truly say"'Twas grace alone, 'twas grace divine,
That changed this sinful heart of mine;
'Tis by the grace of God the Lamb
I am this moment what I am." .

E. W.

MY LAST SUNDAY MORNING AT BRISTOL.
I CALLED immediately after breakfast at the residence of the last
Kemaining of my earliest Bristol friends. The young people, led by an
'31der sister, who presided at the piano, were at the time uniting in
several sweet songs of praise. Among them was, "Crown Him, crown
Him, King of kings!" and "Tell me the old, old story." VV ords would
utterly fail to express what I felt at that moment, and under the circumstances. I knew it was to be my last Sabbath in that locality. I
was aware that, to an human appearance, the time for my own personal
ministration had ceased. I had again and again been cautioned not to
attempt to preach, and most deeply did I feel the privation, and, at the
same time, sorely reproached myself for not having more becomingly
estimated the privilege whilst yet it was conferred upon me. Notwithstanding these feelings, however, I could but realize the fact that the
Lord was indeed worthy of being crowned" Lord of all."
As" King
of kings, and Lord of lords," in all the dispensations both of His providence and grace, praise and honour were due unto Him. Well might
He be magnified and adored for His ceaseless interest in His Church
and people, for His unremitting care, Fatherly kindness, and neverfailing tenderness and compassion. Not in the smallest degree could
forgetfulness or failure attach itself to anyone of His dispensations, but
goodness and mercy compassed the wh01e. N or could I find the veriest
fault with Him, even though I had so often proved the truth of His
Word, "His way is in the sea, and His path in the great waters, and
His footsteps are not known."
Yea, in spite of the perplexity of my
llosition, and my entire loss to know what were the Lord's intentions
YI1Bpecting my future, I could but, with my whole heart and soul, unite
\u the dear young people's song of praise, "Crown Him, crown Him,
King of kings!" My heart, too, put forth its pleadings that the Lord
'Would be pleased to smile upon-to adopt-everlastingly to bless-the
clear young songsters; that they might be brought early to know, love,
~nd serve Him; that they might be preserved amid the many entangle.menta and ensnarements of the present dangerous days.
Moreovtlr, I so deeply felt the force and power of the words"Tell me the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love."
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I 80 fully realized that this, and this alone, would meet all the variable
circumstances-the trials and perplexities-inseparable from life. Let it,
assume whatever phase it may-be its promises or prospects ever so'
flattering-or let defeat and disappointment be ever so marked-still
one thing, and one alone, would meet the real requirements of thispresent state, and that is what is embodied in
"the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love."
Here, and here only, is the practical answer to the so-oft inquiry"
"Who will show us any good ~" All, all short of the "sweet story
of old "-that of "Jesus and His love "-will prove but a miserable
failure. The more a man seeks for satisfaction, or real peace and
enjoyment, in the various objects presented in this poor, perishing
world, the greater will be his disappointment. Whether he admits the
fact or not, still it remains undeniable that " Vanity of vanities" isunmistakably inscribed upon everything beneath the sun. Solomon
struck the key-note, "This also is vanity," ages upon ages since; and in.
every generation, and amid an endless diversity of circumstances, generation after generation has had to endorse his statement.
Ah! yes, the" sweet story of old" will do to live by and to die
by. Those who have proved this in life shall equally prove it, in,
death. Those who have been privileged io know the Lord's leading.
and guiding-protection and provision-through the wilderness, shall
undoubtedly at last realize both His presence and His power. Such.
shall exultingly exclaim, with the poet"1£ Thou, my Jesus, still art nigh,
Cheerful I live and joyful die;
Secure when mortal comforts flee,
To find ten thousand worlds in Thee."
D. A. D.
"HERE A LITTLE, AND THERE A LITTLE."
(ISAIAH

xxviii. 10.)

HERE a little cold, there a little heat; here a little sinking, there a.
little rising; here a little darkness, there a little light; here a little
sorrow, there a little joy; here a little that is bitter, there a little that
is sweet; here a little that is discouraging, there a little that is en.couraging; here a little losing, there a little getting; here a littleweakness, there a little strength; here a little weariness, there a little
reviving; here a little fear, there a little faith; here a little sighing,
there a little singing; here a little sowing, there a little reaping; here
a little despondency, there a little hope; here a little thirsting, there a.
little drinking; here a little knocking, there a little opening; here a.
little stripping, there a little clothing; here a little sickness, there a
little health; here a little sleeping, there a little awaking; here a little
staggering, there a little steadying; here a little hindering, there a
little hastening; here a little that is painful, there a little that is.
-pleasant; here a little wounding, there a little healing; here a little
battling, there a little triumphing; here a little desire, there a little
delight.
F. F,

..
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY ~ "
THE CHERUBIMS OF GLORY.
(EXODUS

.

xxv. 18; xxvi. 1.)

and prayerful search to know "the mind of the Spirit" about
these cherubims, by "comparing spiritual things with spiritual," led to
the conviction that this type is not intended to represent angels, nor
the Church of God, as is the usual interpretation given us by men of
God. The marginal rendering of Exodus xxv. 18, excludes the former.
It explicitly declares, "Of the matter of the mercy-seat shall ye make
the cherubims on the two ends thereof." As the Holy Ghost leaves us
in no doubt about the mercy-seat, or propitiatory, being Christ Jesus"He is the Propitiation for our sins" (1 John ii. 2) j "Whom God hath
set forth to be a Propitiation" (Rom. iii. 25) j and also, "Verily He
took not on Him the nature of angels" (Heb. ii. 16)-we see they could
not be intended by those cherubims, of the same nature as the mercyseat, all of gold, which sets forth to us the divine nature, as all interpreters agree.
Now, though the members of the true Church of God are made
partakers of the divine nature-and "He took on Him the seed of
Abraham," one in our nature-yet there is considerable difficulty, even
though the Jewish Church and the Gentile might be typified by these
two, in the position assigned them, because, proceeding from each end
Qf the mercy-seat, they were to be O'Uer it, and to cover it-nbO'Ue it.
The Apostle Paul uses this expression, "Over it the cherubims of glory
$hadowing t.he mercy-seat" (Heb. ix. 5). True, it is the fashion of modern
religion to exalt the Church above the Lord Jesus, but every true,
humble disciple shrinks from such dishonour to the Lord. He shadows
His Church-covers her as a hen her brood-but God forbii she should
shadow Him.
After prayerful study, looking for "oil for the light" upon this dark
place of the Word, a few portions of Scripture were so linked that for
years the Father and the Holy Ghost have been viewed in this type.
Hear what the PSll.luyst says-" He that dwelleth in the secret place of
the Most High shaH abide under the shadow of the Almighty. He
shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou
trust: His faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield and buckler" (Psa.
xci. 1, 4). In this "secret place" in Jesus Christ, the Ark of the
Covenant, whoso abides (John xv. 7, 8) is overshadowed by the Father
and the Spirit. Thus the Trinity, of one divine nature, essence, will,
and power, are represented as enclosing the abiding ones.
It is a glorious thought. " Yea, in the shadow of Thy wings will
I make my refuge" (Psalm lvii. 1). "I will trust in the coveTt of
Thy wings" (Psalm lxi. 4), not the Church's wings. "In the shadow
of Thy wings will I rejoice" (Psalm Ixiii. 7). ., Hide me under the
shadow of Thy wings" (Psalm xvii. 8). Couple with these utterances of
the "man after God's own heart," the words of Boaz to Ruth- C' The
Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the
Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust" (Ruth
ii. 12), and it seems impossible to question that both had an eye to
2 K
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these "wings" shadowing the mercy-seat, and the blessed promise
annexed-" There I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee
from above the mercy·seat, from between the two cherubims which are
upon the ark of the testimony" (Exod. xxv. 22). Try to read it with
the other interpretll.tion-" And the Jewish Church and the Gentile
shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the Lord Jesus Christ
with their wings, and their faces shall look one to another. Towards
the Lord Jesus Christ shall the faces of the Old Testament Church
and the New be." Alas! did the Jewish Church look towards the
Gentiles with favour ~ Did they even suppose, while the tabernacle
stood, that they had any part or lot. in the matter ~ The wings of the
Heavenly Dove did rest upon the Lord Jesus, and "a cloud overshadowed" when He was transfigured on the holy mount. Even this
is analogous to "I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat."
Blessed are we if thus overshadowed and enclosed.
"Keep, oh, keep me, King of kings,
Beneath the shadow of Thy wings!"
The only objection to this view is, that no likeness of God was to
be made; but these "patterns of heavenly things" were not for mortal
eyes to gaze upon. Only the high priest once a year entered that
Holy of Holies-that presence-chamber of God-nor even then to behold
by the light of day. Only in the Shekinah glory could he see this
mystic representation of the Trinity in Unity, and the subject has been
shrouded by the veil upon the heart, even the Apostle not expounding
as he mentioned the cherubims of glory-" of which we cannot now
speak particularly." .r one ever looked into that" secret place," but to
die or be smitten with blindness, all of which militates against supposing the Church to be here represented, a-s we get that afterwards in
other parts of the tabernacle, where the worshipper could behold it.
Further confirmation of this view of the Trinity has been recently
granted, while studying the tabernacle with a little company of Bible
searchers. The fine linen curtains were found to denote the work of
Christ, covering His worshipping people, as linen conveys to us the idea
of work-of weaving. In the warp and woof of His holy life on earth
was not a coarse thread or fibre, all fine, clean, and white, interpreted
(Rev. xix. 8) as the righteousness of saints, not thei1' own, because "to
her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and
white," &c. No need to grant her permission to wear her own. We can
make no mistake where we have divine warrant in expounding, "the
Holy Ghost this signifying'> about" the veil, that is to say, His flesh"
(H~b. x.); and as the veil was precisely like these fine linen curtains,
we know the human flesh of Jesus our Lord is here set forth, and His
work while on earth, in flesh of our nature. "Moreover, thou shalt
make ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and
scarlet." These were not difficult to see denote the heavenly character
of His work, the Kingly majesty displayed in it, and the SUffering and
blood-shedding climax which crowned it. But the clause, "with cherubims of cunning work shalt thou make them," presented a fresh
difficulty. In the stillness of night, asking for light upon this dark
place of the Word, and ~o see how it harmonizes with those texts in
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the Psalms and Ruth, if such were indeed the Spirit's commentary
upon Exodus xxv. 18, as in a sudden flash of light, the work of the
Father and the Holy Ghost, blended with that of the Servant of the
Covenant, was made as noon-day clear by these passages brought to
remembrance-" The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth
the Father do: for what things soever He doeth, these also doeth the
Son likewise" j and on reference it is found to be introduced by the
striking, "Verily, verily, I say unto you" (John v. 19). The whole
paragraph is well worthy the study in this connection. Then again,. "I
and My Father are One. If I do not the works of My Father, beheve
Me not. But if I do, though ye believe not Me, believe the works:
that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in Me, and I in
Him" (John x. 30, 37, 38). Then, as to the Spirit's work interwoven
in His, was not the Lord Jesus begotten by the Holy Ghost, and
anointed for the work the Father gave Him to do 1 Isaiah lxi. 1, quoted
by Him at Nazareth, proves. Thus, intertwined in tbe fine linen, these
cherubims set forth the divine Three Persons in unity, harmonizing to
provide "the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all and 1£pon all that believe" (Rom. iii 22). "Cunning work," so
exquisitely blended and interwoven, like rich embroidery. Who shall
trace where each Begins or ends ~
N ever before, till seen in this figure, as passage after passage rolled
into the mind, had one grasped the thought, or beheld the glory, of
this perfectly woven righteousness of God, or realized that the Father
and Spirit, as well as the Lord Jesus, combined to weave a covering in which we who believe shall not be found in the nakedne~8
of the Adam fall, but in which "all the seed of Israel" (every
praying, wrestling Jacob) "shall be justified, and shall glory," saying,
"In the Lord have I righteousness and strength" (Isa. xlv. 24),
for in the Man Christ Jesus "dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily." Jehovah-Tsidkenu-" And this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The Lord our righteousness" (Jeremiah
xxxiii. 16).
The interpretation thus graciously given being so fully confirmatory
of the former cherubims of glory above the mercy-seat, as representing
the Father and the Spirit, not the Church, for the offence to the mind
is greater still in the curtains, if we try to mingle the work of tbe
Church with that of the Lord Jesus Christ, as constituting the righteousness covering the true worshippers, and the Holy Ghost's own commentary declares the fine linen to mean" righteousness." Another consideration
is, every doctrine of the Word is set forth, typically, in the tabernacle
and its services, and but for this, where shall we find the Trinity in Unity
represented? We have this fundamental doctrine in the Holiest of all,
type of heaven, where those spiritual beings, only described as having
faces and wings, look perpetually upon the Propitiation, and upon each
other, as well as upon all who "abide in Him," the true Ark of the
Covenant. And again, in the fine linen curtains and veil, so marvellously wrought with cherubims, "twined," "cunning work," covering all
true worshippers with God-wrought righteousness. Thus covered, beautified, arrayed, what eye shall detect aught but the work of God 1
Happy believer, however weak thy faith may seem to be, seeing this
2 K 2
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blessed provision is "unto all and upon all that believe: for there is no
difference" (Rom. iii. 22); and happy indeed when, having access to the
mercy-seat, dwelling in "the secret place of the Most High," you realize
that the law is " kept" for you, and is written on the fleshly tables of
your renewed heart and mind, once stony indeed, so that you can say,
"I delight in the law of God after the inward man." The hidden
manna is given you to eat. The rod of the Redeemer's strength causes
a dry stick, as you once were, to blossom and bring forth "fruit unto
God," and so, abiding under the shadow of the Almighty, He communes with you there, and enables you to say, "Truly our fellowship
is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ," by the fellowship of the Spirit.

Leicester.

MARY.

THE CONQUEST.
(ROMANS

glorious Conqueror claims our
praise,
Although it poor must be ;
But we will nobler anthems raise,
When from our toils set free.
OUR

We are encompassed in this life
With many potent foes,
Who try with wiles, or else with strife,
The Christian to oppose.

viii. 37.)

For death is under Christ's control,
And as a servant waits
To break the ties which keep the soul
From heaven's golden gates.
Those glorious portals will exclude
All things which would annoy;
No enemy dares there intrude,
To mar heaven's perfect joy.

One foe there is-indwelling sin~fore daring than the rest;
This enemy resides within,
And is our daily pest.

We shall be" more than conqueror d "
there,
According to God's Word;
We shall the glorious honours share
Of our vict{)rious Lord.
.

The adversary often tries
Our courage to defy,
But Satan in an instant flies
When Jesus Christ draws nigh.

There we shall see, and know, and love
The blessed Trinity,
And join the heavenly cboir above
In sweetest harmony.

And death, which saints so often
dread
Throughout their tried career,
When they are on a dying bed,
Will as a friend appear.

Loud hallelujahs we shall sing
To His exalted name,
And crown Him our all-conquering
King
With jubilant acclaim.

All sin and sonow will be o'er,
And no more parting then;
But joy and peace for evermore,
And eltdless life. Amen!
Winchfield.

C. S.

IF we are of them that love God, a.nd who are ,. the called according to His purpose," we shall find that those things which we now
think are against us will, in due time, turn out for our good, although,
like Jacob, we may not be able to realize it until near the time of
our departure.
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SOLOMON.
AN old divine has somewhere said that" God somp.times puts His
children to bed in the dark." Now, I trust to make it appear that the
above remark is more justly applicable to, and descriptive of, Solomon's
last end, as briefly narrated in 1 Kings xi. 43, than the painful .uncertainty in which some writers leave the subject, and the terrIble
severity with which others treat it.
Mere omission is not so conclusive as taey would have us believe.
Lot chose to dwell among the ungodly (Gen. xiii.). He afterwards feU
into the sins of intemperance and incest (chap. xix.), and he drops out
of notice. But see 2 Peter ii. 7-9 : "Just Lot, vexed with the filthy
conversation of the wicked: for that righteous man dwelling among
them, in seeing and hearing, vexpd his righteous soul from day to day
with their unlawful deeds. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptations "-language, one would think, that would never have
been employed, if the reader is to reo-ard Lot as a lost soul.
Then. we have J onah, in his uubeli~f and disobedience (Jonah i. 3;
iv. 2), in his churlish discontent at the divine goodness (chap. iii. 10),
his morbid desire to die (chap. iv. 3), his immoderate grief (iv. 8, 9).
Did he ever come to a better mind 1 I hope so; but I dare say
that, when we see A;graham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in
the kingdom of God, we do not expect to see J onah shut out.
A still more painful case, and one strikingly similar, is that of
Aaron (Exod. xxxii.). He, alas! at the instigation of the people, made
the golden calf, and his repentance is not recorded. Can WP, then,
think that he continued impenitent 1 He was not degraded from the
priesthood (see Num. xvii.), where the Lord honoured him. He was
not, indeed, permitted to enter Canaan, but that was a punishment
for the offence at M.eribah, not the matter of the golden calf, which
was doubtless forgiven, and must have been repented of. In confirmation of this view it may be observed, first, that, although the sin ~s
often referred to, it is always charged upon the ppople. A~:on 10
never named (Deut. ix. 16; Neh. ix 1 ; Psa. cvi. 19; Acts VII. 41;
1 Cor. ix. 7). Secondly, a pardonino- God even makes honourable mention
of him (Psa. xcix. 6). Thirdly, A~ron was a type of Christ (Heb. v. 4,
&c.). So was Solomon (1 Chron. =ii. 10; Heb. i. 5); so was Moses
(Deut. xviii. 15; Acts iii. 22; vii. 17) ; Jonah (Matt. xii. 39; Luke xii.
32); and Melchisedec (Heb. vii.). The mooted theory fails in the light
of analogy. The moral sense is shocked at a lost apostate being a type
of the holy Messiah. Balaam was a prophet, Caiaphas a priest, !:Jut
they were no types of Him.
In further considering the subject, for I purpose to analyze the
entire evidence, that the narrative in 1 Kings xi. seems evidently
written in a spirit of tender regret. See verses 6, 9, 39, and compare
Neaemiah xiii. 26, and contrast the above with the language employed
by writers of the Arminian school, in speaking on this subject-" Poor,
idolatrous Solomon died impenitent, as the whole narrative shows." ~'To
Solomon, no less than to Jeroboam, might the. language be .appli~d
that 'he made Israel to sin'"-a phrase occurrIng so many tImes Ill·
the -two Books of Kings. On the other hand, the inspired writer of
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the first Book of Chronicles omits the sad narrative altogether; and
2 Chronicles ix. 2, makes honourabl~ mention. In chapter xi. 16, 17,
"they walked in the way of David and Solomon." "There was great
joy in Jerusalem; for since the time of Solomon, the son of David,
lUng of Israel, there was not the like in Jerusalem" (2 Chron. xxx.
26). Passages such as these, although they do not mitigate the sin,
show that it was limited in extent.
In much the same strain spake our hlessed Lord on two occasions
- " Consider the lilies of the field: . . . . and yet I say unto you, that
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these"
(Matt. vi. 28, 29; Luke xii. 27). "She [the Queen of ShebaJ came
from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear t.he wisdom of Solomon;
and, behold, a Greater than Solomon is here."
That Jesus Christ,
great in His holy condescension, should stoop to our sinful humanity,
as He did on many remarkable occasions, I can believe; but that He
should compare Himself with one who is gone to keep company with
Cain and Balaam I cannot believe.
The promises-" I will be his Father, and he shall be My son: and I
will not take My mercy away from him, as I took it from him that
was before thee" (1 Chron. xvii. 13, and chap. xxii. 10). "If his
children forsake My law, and walk not in My judgments; if they break
My statutes, and keep not My commandments; then will I visit their
tramgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes. Nevertheless My loving-kindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer
My faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I not break, nor alter the
thing that is gone out of My lips" (Psa. !xxxix. 30-34). Here we
have what is called "the covenant of royalty," and, accordingly, the
house of David was never driven from the throne, the errors of some
of David's descendants, and the crimes of others, notwithstanding.
But are these promises temporal only ~ Does not the promise last
quoted nourish the faith of Christian believers ~ and can we interpret
a.nd apply it to ourselves in a spiritual sense, and to Solomon only in
a carnal sense ~ I believe it was fulfilled in both senses, or in both
particulars, to Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. xx. 35-37), and to Hezekiah
(Isa. xxxix.). But Solomon had a prior claim, for of and for him
were the words first spoken. See also 1 Chronicles xxii. 9-" A son
shall be born to thee: . . . . his name shall be Solomon,"
" He
called his name Solomon, and the Lord loved him. And he sent . . . .
and he called his name Jedidiah," the Lord's beloved (2 Sam. xii. 24,
25).
The above remarks are not intended to portray Solomon's character
as a whole, hut only to cut away the ground from under those merciless critics and judges above referred to. The only objection I know
is founded on 1 Chronicles xxviii. 9, with 1 Kings xi. 33. It may,
however, be remarked that, although the verb has but one meaning, it
has more shades of meaning than one (see Matt. xxvi. 56; 2 Peter
ii. 15 j 2 Tim. iv. 10, 16). And Solomon did not go the lengths in
idolatry his son did (2 Chron. xi. 17 j xii. 1), for be it observed that
the idol temples were built outside the holy city, not within (1 Kings
xi. 7; 2 Kings xxiii. 13. Compare 2 Chron. viii. 11).
In conclusion, our Lord has taught us, "Judge not, that ye be not
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judged," &c. (Matt. vii. 1), the spirit of which agrees with other stat&ments in the same discourse (ver. 2, 3). "Blessed are the poor in
spirit; the meek; the merciful; the forgiving " (chap. v. 3, 5, 7; vi.
12, 14, 15), and in the same discourse He honours the memory of
Solomon. Should we not, then, apply the above divine rule, so far as
we can (see chap....vii. 16-20), to the dead as well as the living' See
Galatians vi. 1, with Nehemiah xiii. 26.
The importance of this subject is doubtless seen in its bearing on
the doctrine of final perseverance on the one hand, or of falling from
grace on the other. "Solomon loved the Lord" (1 Kings iii. 3), and
was beloved by Him (2 Sam. xii. 24, 25). His love is eternal and unchangeable; and I think I have shown that the example of Solomon
furnishes no proof that such passages as, "They shall never perish,
and none can pluck them out of My Father's hands or Mine" (John
x. 28, 29), and" Having loved His own, He loves unto the end" (chap.
xiii. 1), that is, permanently and eternally (see also, Phil. i. 6; Rom.
viii. 29, 30, 35, 39), can be explained away, but are consoling and
assuring in the full sense in which believers in the doctrines of grace
SEPTUAGEN.
understand and accept them.

APPEAL.
LORD, enable ,me, I pray Thee, to leave the morrow-yea, all the little
future-with Thee! Why should I doubt Thy love ~ Why call in
question Thy wisdom ~ Why for a moment suppose that there shall be
either flaw or failure ~ Art Thou not omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent ~ Art Thou not the eternal God ~ Art Thou not from everlasting to everlasting ~ Can it be that Thou didst not take the future
into account, in all its minute details, even as the past ~ Would it
not be to un-Deify Thyself, hadst Thou not considered the every circumstance concerning Thy rule and authority, as appertaining to Thy
kingdom and cause ~ Couldst Thou uy any possibility have overlooked,
or failed to embrace, the entire and absolute requirements of both
the kingdom of grace and the kingdom of glory ~ Wouldst Thou
suffer aught, even in the very slightest degree, to militate against
that great and glorious verity, "He ruleth in heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth. None dare stay His hand, or say to Him,
What doest Thou ~ " Blessed be Thy great and ever-adorable name,
Thou" workest all things after the counsel of Thine own will"
"Grace shall complete what grace begins
To save from sorrows and from sins;
The work that Wisdom undertakes,
Eternal Mercy ne'er forsakes."

D.

GOD'S thoughts and ways of mercy are infinitely above ours. His
reasons are all from within Himself, and not from anything in us. Nay,
His goodness takes occasion from man's badness to appear so much the
more illustrious.
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A WORD OF SYMPATHY WITH THE BEREAVED.
My DEAR MR. M--,-Having been twice called to part with those
most near and dear to me, I can the more readily sympathize with you
in the great trial that has befallen you-lww great, none know but those
who have had to suffer similar bereavements. Yours is the more severe
because of the many years you and your departed one were permitted
to pass together. Considering the brevity of life, as a rule, forty-five
years so close -companionship is very exceptional, and hence you cannot
but feel the greater blank, and therefore stand in need of that support
and consolation which the Lord Himself alone can give. Your dear wife
has passed away at the exact age of my own precious mother, namely,
sixty-four years.
But now, let me remind you that, great as your trial is, it might
have been far more painful and distressing. Although she suffered, it
was comparatively but a very short time. Her illness might have been
a very lingering one, as is the case with so many. Never can I
forget a remark of my first dear wife. "You love me too much," said
she,- "to wish to see me continue in this state of suffering."
I could
never pray for her life to be prolonged after she had thus expressed
herself. Again, the mind of your departed one might have given way.
How much more sad would that have been! Again, as in the case only
three or four weeks ago, when the husband fell dead by his wife's
side, almost opposite your house, such shock might have befallen you.
How much more painful would that have been! Again, think of the
peaceful way in which your departed one was removed. She never knew
what the article of death was, inasmuch as she "as perfectly uncon·
scious, and simply slept away. What an envi~ble death was hers!
When it pleased God to take to Himself my two dear companions,
there was one special feeling of satisfaction I was permitted to realizeit was, that I had done all I could do to make them happy, and that
nought had been neglected that could administer to their comfort. I
am sure you are entitled to the self-same feeling of satisfaction. All
that could be done on behalf of Mrs. M-- was done. Nothing was
neglected. No stone was left unturned, the turlling of which might have
been to her advantage. This, therefore, may well cheer you, in the
midst of your grief. Again, you might have been left, as many are,
with a large motherless family. How great would have been your
anxiety, and heavy your responsibility, under such circumstances!
Let me, then, affectionately remind you that your present so great
trial is another powerful reminder that "this is not our rest" j that
"here we have no continuin~ city." May your bereavement be felt as
a call upward! heavenward! homeward! May you be enabled to
betake yourself, in this your time of so deep anguish, to Him who says,
"Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest." He is the Burden-Bem'er, as well as the Sin-Bearer. In
Him we have not only" redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace," but we have One
whose "Vord says likewise, "Cast your burden upon the Lord, and
He shall sustain thee" j "Casting all your care upon Him, for He
careth for you."
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Be it yours also to remember how short our time is here. How soon
even the three-score years and ten pass away, and life thus proves but
as a dream.
Well did the Apostle say, "This light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of
glory, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen; for the thingd which are seen are temporal, but
the things which are not seen are eternal."
Wishing you all needed strength and consolation,
I am, dear Mr. M--, yours faithfully,
Southsea, June 20th, 1889.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

..

THE HEALING.
"I will heal thei1' backsliding, I will looe them /Teely: for Mine anger is
turned away from Him."-HosEA xiv. 4.
How striking is the difference in the pronouns used in this verse"I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for llIine anger
is tUJ'Ded away from Him." Surely" Him" must refer to Christ, on
whom were laid the sins of all His people. God Himself laid our
sins on His beloved and only SOD, who gladly bore them, thus becoming the Substitute of His Church.
Did He not endure the hiding of His Father's face when, in an
agony, He crie-d, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ "
(Matt. xxvii. 46.) But that is over now. The Sacrifice offered was
perfect, and He is at the Father's right hand, pleading for His people,
and for His sake they are forgiven.
.
Who among the children of God must not plead guilty to havmg
backslidden in heart, if not openly ~ Only He who searches the heart
knows how often we have done so; and yet, mark His loving words
-" I will heal their backsliding." In spite of all sin, all forgetfulness
of Him, His love is still the same, and, as if longing that His people
should know it, the words come-" I will love them freely." Oh,
why is thid ~ The ~nslVer is given by God Himself-" For 1Iine
anger is turned away from Him,"
God is well pleased with Jesus, and He, as our Substitute, is standing in the Father's presence, pleading fur our forgiveness, which is
granted for His sake. Only on this ground-the perfect and complete
sacrifice of Christ-:can God forgive Sill, and be the just God and the
Justifier of His people. Strong indeed is our rekge. No changes in
our lives can affect it, for Jesus Chrisc is our Surety. Forgiveness,
love, joy, peace, all come through Him.
Oh, may we know more and yet more of the Father's love, which
is thus freely given through the Son, our precious Saviour, and which
is revealed to our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit.
F. S. F.
\

GRACE was poured into the Redeemer's lips, but it
ours.
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THE SLUMBER AND WAKING OF THE LUKEWARM.
'Tw AS the voice of the Lukewarm; I heard him complain-

"It is useless to trouble; I'll slumber again.
What does it matter, a black gown or white,
To preach in, if only the doctrine is right?
Facing eastward, or westward, won't alter the creed,
So of making a fuss about that there's no need.
Then, 'tisn't the first time for many a day
That people would' altar' for' Lord's Table' say.
Then as to much music-'tis to young people's liking;
It attracts them to church, and that fact is most striking.
As to choirs wearing surplices, perhaps 'tis a pity;
So often their giddy, wild ways are not pretty;
And, knowing themsflves to be graceless, they'll deem
Priest or parson's no better, whate'er he may seem.
Or else they may think that their singing vocation,
In spite of all sinning, proves regeneration.
Tacked on to the priests, in grand choral procession,
They'll suppose they are making towards heaven progression.
Then tapers in chancels, that may not be right,
But for such a trifle there's no need to fight.
And as to confession, 'tis nonsense to talk!
Only silly old maids into such follies walk;
More anxious the clergyman's notice to win
Than to seek, in true penitence, cure for their sin.
Then, too, for the incense, why, 'tis rather choking,
But it's mere congregational cigarette smoking;
A puff and a nothing, that' not worth the naming,
Compared with the vices our nation now shaming.
Likewise as to the use of a wafer or bread,
Why, it surely can't matter, so souls be well fed.
And as to the words which the priests chant or mutter,
Not a change can be made by whatever they utter.
The 'real presence' they teach is mere exaggeration
Of a reverent piety's deepest sensation,
And of course they don't mean Rome's transubstantiation."

'"

'"

'"

'"

'"

'"

•

*

'"

•

'"

•

,80 the Lukewarm he turned to his slumber again,
And the devil laughed loud as he made fast his chain,
And most cheerily called to his Jesuit train
To go on, and speedily work out their scheme.
Long the Lukewarm slept on in security's dream,
"Till he woke with a start, and behold, it was night;
Truth's torch was extinguished; he called for the light,
But speedily felt a strong clutch at his throat
That bade him be silent, nor utter a note
Of dissent from the teaching of Catholic Church;
He must yield to her rule or be left in the lurch,
To swelter in fire in the realms purgatorial,
OTer which Popes and priests alone held rights seigniorial;
And therefore 'twere best to make o'er his estate
For Masses to keep him from danger so great.
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He feebly besought his loved daughter to 8ee,
But was told that he could not again, because she
Walil a bride of the Church in religious vocation,
Which meant, made a nun in some far-distant station.
He asked for his son, but was answered, the youth
Was engaged with his father-confessor, forsooth,
Who deemed it unwise to permit conversation,
Unless it were held under his observation.
Lukewarm thought of his wife-how at her death he vowed
To watch o'er their children as life's strength allowed;
To guard them from error, an,d lead them aright,
Till he joined her with them in the home-land of light.
Then he groaned when remembering he'd long turned deaf ear
~thQ/3e who had warned him that danger was nearThat God's truth, not guarded, nor valued, but slighted,
Would soon be withdrawn, and the land left benighted;
While the sluggard, who cared not to stand for the truth,
Sure would perish at last, pleading vainly for ruth
From the Jesuit foes of the pure Gospel's swayFor the children of night hate the children of day.

•

•

•

,.,

*'

•

'Twas in vain he bemoaned his past folly so great,
And he gasped out his soul with, "I see it too late!
Would God I had listened to warning in time,
For my fatal inertness was sin and was crime!
It was sin against God, robbing Him of His due
In worship and service devoted and true;
And dark crime against man, binding Popery's chain
Round the minds that should ever unfettered remain,
In true freedom to follow the Saviour who bought them
With the price of His blood, as the Scriptures have taught them.
To know Him their only, one, true, great High Priest,
Attent to the cry of the weakest or least
Of believers in finished redemption complete,
Making them, through God's free grace, for heaven's glory meet."
Clifton.
E. L. T.
EDUCATION.
attention has been called to statistics in reference to the attendance of Protestant children in Roman Catholic schools. The fact is
lamentable that such indifference to the real spiritual welfare of their
children should be shown upon the part of those who profess to be
Protestants. Well does the Rock, in a leading article, state that "there
is no more dangerous training for a Protestant child than that received
at nuns' schools. These ladies take a peculiar delight in fashioning
the minds of Protestant children after the model of Rome."
OUR

IN 1888 the Pope's income amounted to £504,000, of which £372,000
came from Peter's Pence, and £132,000 from the interest of money
invested outside of Italy. The outlay of the Vatican amounted to only
£340,000. This does not include the money presents, amounting to
.£480,000, which flocked in during the Pope's jubilee.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the EditfYr of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Thus far the Lord has marvellously helped
us, aLd graciously inclined the hearts of HIs stewards to supply the
increasing need to carry on the \York of spreading the glorious Go&pel
of the grace of God, at home and abroad, and we trust the following
letters will be read with interest. "Trust in the Lord, and do good;
so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed" (Psa.
xxxvii. 3).
A FEW WORDS ABOUT GIBRALTAR.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for the nice parcel of books
and papers you sent. I am always pleased to get gifts of tracts and
books, as I require so many for the work amongst the soldiers. I was
very much interested in the late Mr. BRIDER'S booklet, 'Recollections
of Gibraltar.' As far as I can make out, our Mission House stands
almost on the spot where he, and the other Christian soldiers, used
to meet for prayer. This is jU5t another proof that our Lord hears
and answClS prayer in His own good time, for we may be sure that
those dear soldiers often longed for a little place they could call their
own, ,Where they could meet quietly for prayer and study of the
Word, and asked God to give tbem such a place; and now our little
home stands here, next door to the 'Kell' Found Out.' 'Ye are asking
the Lord to give us that house also, as we are short of room, having no
convenience for providing the soldiers with a cup of tea, coffee, &c..
when they want it; and then there is so much wickedness and drinking carried on in it that it would be a great blessing to the garrison
to have it closed. The owner would sell it to us for £800-not a
very large sum. If only the hearts of a few were touched, the money
would soon be sent in. The work is the Lord's, and so we wait on
Him to send us all that is really required to carry it on.
" We have a nice band of earnest Christian soldiers here, some ot
whom are, I am sure, being prepared for the foreign mission field, as
soon as their time is up. Some have already gone forth. Two within
the last three months have gone to Africa, to work there for the Lord
on Matthew x. lines.
"I ask your help for us in prayer, or whatever else the Lord may
put in your heart to do for Him. 'Grace be unto you, and peace be
multiplied.'
" Yours in the Lord,

" ----."

A WORKER.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Please accept my best thanks for the continued supply of books and tracts. The books, 'Looks To and From
Jesus,' and' Walks and Talks with Jesus,' proved a blessing to that
old sailor I told you I visited. He is now at rest. Before he passed
away, he testified that he was fully trusting Christ. For some weeks
before his death, those two books and his Bible were his treasures;
FROM
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for truly, he said, they taught him how to look at himself and the
Saviour.
"I am very busy with my Sunday work. On the 26th of May, I
succeeded in getting thirty-seven soldiers into the evening service, and
everyone stayed to the after-meeting. The Lord was with us, and
blessed us, and to Him be every bit of the glory.!
"The tracts are well received by all, and truly they are tcattered with
much prayer.
"Yours in Dhriiilt,

" ----. "

FROM AN OLD SAILOR.
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-I thank you for your kindness to us in
sending the monthly parcel, and for the extra Old Jonathans. Your
oft-repeated kindness is, I assure you, of the greatest help to me in
my work among my brother sailors, and in our parish. I wish I could
do more for you and your Society than I do, but our prayers you have
for your good work, and I pray that God will send His blessing with
them wherever they go-the little' Home,' and the other literature. I do
not think there could be a better name for the little tract. ' Home,
sweet home,' here below, but precious and eternal home above, to which
the little tract points."
FRO;)! "A READER."
"DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and
Old Jonathan, which I receive every month. The reading is most
valuable, and there is a great deal to be learned from them. Also the
little leaflet, 'Home,' which I am sure will be welcomed by our brave
men at home and abroad, and must cheer the hearts of those who are
far away. I do wish you every prosperity in your endeavours to spread
the knowledge of the truth at home and abroad."
FROJlf THE PURE TRUTH MISSION.
"I thank you very much for the parcel. A monthly one would be
very welcome.
"I had a great regard-nay, I may say, love-for your dear husband.
Although I never saw him, yet I do think one spirit actuated us, and
I doubt not the same spirit is upon you, and I trust upon your offspring. May the Lord sustain you in every way."
Fr.OJ\I BRECOX.
"I cannot tell you how eagerly your parcel of papers is received
among the soldiers at this depot. A widow lady carefully distributes
the periodicals."
Donations and subscriptions for this good work will be gratefully
received by me at the Old Gaol Mission Hall, Salisbury.
Yours in the Lord's vineyard,
A. E. BRIDER.
July 15th, 1889.
COMMENTS.
How little we, in our home spheres, know to what those on foreign
service are called! How great are not only their privations, but their
perils also! In conversation very recently with a. servant of God, we
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gathered from him particulars of certain scenes he had personally witnessed. Mark, by way of illustration, the annexed facts, in regard to
some of these scenes.
How marvellous are the rescues and the hairbreadth escapes of
multitudes! Were they recorded, how numerous and how astounding
would they prove to be!
One who has been during the last fifteen years in the ministry, was
previously an officer in the navy. When but a youth, he had charge,
as a midshipman, of a boat in the Chinese War. His crew were dispatched, on one occasion, on certain service. He sat on one side, in
the stern of the boat, the coxswain on the other. Presently, a shot from
the enemy's guns passed between them, killed one of the oarsmen, took
off the fingers of one hand of a shipmate, and finally broke away part
of the stern of the boat. As their boat passed another, the officer in
charge clapped his hands and cheered them. Upon looking round, a
moment or so afterwards, the young midshipman saw that the officer
in question had fallen backwards, a shot having struck him, and carried
away the lower part of his face and neck. Thus, in a moment, both
the man at the oar and the officer in charge of the second boat were
hurled into eternity.
Again, in another instance, the men were ordered upon no account to
raise their heads above the gunwale of the boat. One had his head
shot off the moment he raised it, in disobedience to orders.
A young officer, who had been exceedingly gay, was observed, of a
sudden, to become most thoughtful and serious. Instead of indulging
in the utmost gaiety, as aforetime, he sought to be alone j and
instead of indulging in the most lightsome reading, he was seen in
retirement, deeply poring over the Bible. The attention of his commanding officer was called to the fact. Seeking an interview, he
commented 'upon the change in his bearing, at the same time asking
him if he had any presentiment of injury befalling him in the forthcoming engagement ~ If so, he was told he might forego taking any
part in it. This, however, he declined, stating that he had no wish
to shrink from his duty. The battle came off the next day j but,
although shot through the chest, he lingered for three days before death
took place. Let us hope that his previous state of mind led him to
seek and to find forgiveness at the hands of Him who "delighteth in
mercy."
With such facts before us as those we have named, and which might
be multiplied a hundred-fold, how it behoves us to do what we can to
furnish means, the which (if the Lord is pleased to use them) shall
minister to the enlightening our poor fellow-men, in regard to those
things which make for their everlasting peace. How well we are rewarded for any little pains we have taken, by such instances as those
mentioned in the preceding correspondence, in connection with the
Gospel Book Mission to the Army and Navy.
THE EDITOR.
A NOBLE princess asked a courtier when he would leave off begging.
He answered, when she left off giving. God never ceaseth to give;
let us never cease to ask.
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LOVE-GREETINGS FROM AFAR.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-It is a convincing proof of the fast-spreading
errors of Antichrist when they are introduced among those who have
been favoured with the ministry of the Spirit, and taught to reject all
those abominations which have cast a cloud upon Zion, and spoiled the
beauty in which she formerly shone as a light in the world. The
amusements which have been introduced among God's chosen heritage
are gratifying to the flesh, but destructive to the spiritual welfare of
those who engage in them. We have an unfailing source of comfort
that God has affixed the limits of all those who are engaged in spreading errors to overthrow "the truth as it iB in Jesus." God hath said,
"Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther; and here shall thy proud
waves be stayed"; for" He will make Zion's wilderness like Eden, and
her desert like the garden of the Lord.. Joy and gladness shall be
found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody." It is encouraging, amid the trials which oppress those who are engaged for
the spread of the Gospel against the errors and abominations of Antichrist, to consider and dwell upon those precious promises of her
coming forth again in the beauty and glory which Christ hath purposed for her, in which Antichrist shall be "destroyed in the spirit of
God's mouth, and by the brightness of His coming." Nothing can prevent nor overthrow God's everlasting purpose for the resurrection of
His Church, to the praiee, honour, and glory of His great and holy
name.
We deplore the present state of things. Popery is rapidly increasing,
and making her bands stronger and stronger. In Canada she has
gained political power. As yet, there seems to be none to stand in the
strength of the Lord against her dreaded approaches.
I have been for a long while walking in darkness, sometimes thinking that the Lord had forsaken me. A day or two ago, the Lord
assured me that my deliverance from the darkness of night should end
in. a joyous day. Since then, I have been strengthened to "hope and
wait for the Lord." The Lord tries all the faith He gives, that it may
be found more precious than gold tried in the fire. There is much
dross and tin within me that needs the refiner's fire and the fuller's
soap. I sometimes think, if I were favoured with the blessed enjoyments of the love of Christ as I was when I was brought to a saving
knowledge of His love to me, a hell-deserving sinner, I should feel
happy. Then I see what a tendency there is uppermost to build upon
my enjoyments, instead of the sure and unchangeable foundation Christ
laid in His obedience, sutferings, and death--those precious links we
have of His incomparable love, so beautifully blended together in th~
love of Christ for our instruction and upbuilding in the most holy faith
of the Gospel, all eternally bound together in the love of the Triune
God, that no power in earth or hell can make them void.
"Blessed are they wao have believed," for there shall be a performance
of the things spoken by the Lord. U nbelief makes haste, but faith
finds all its strength and power in the Lord. Every promise applied
by the Holy Spirit to God's dear children must and shall be fulfilled,
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in God's appointed time and way. "For since the beginning of the
world men have not perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen,
what God hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him." There are
times in which we can only wait; and, notwithstanding the darkness
and gloom that prevail, it is our blessed privilege still to wait.
"Blessfd are all they who wait upon the Lord; for they shall not be
ashamed that wait upon the Lord." He will, in due time, say unto
His beloved Ohurch, "Arise, and shine, for thy light is come, and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee; for, behold, the darkness shall
cover the earth, and gross darkness the people. But the Lord shall
arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee."
.I am very much pleased with the title of your new book. " KEPT"
is a precious word to dwell upon. Give my love in Ohrist to your
dear wife.
Yours in Him,
Hackensack, July 8th, 1889.
LOUISA MooRE.
COMMENTS.

]. We reJoIce, with our loved correspondent, in the fact that, come
what may, all, in the issue, must be subservient to Jehovah'a glory.
This, in due time, will-yea, must-be manifest. As our sister has
intimated, naught can go beyond the divine limitation. It is "Thus far,
but no farther." This fact consoles us, as we contemplate the spread
of Popery in every possible form.
We have little doubt of its
supremacy in England for a time, but it will, in the end, only render
its downfall and final destruction the more marked, and confirmatory
of the Scriptural foreshowing of it.s ultimate doom. Our surprise is,
that men in general-but more especially those who professedly regard
and adhere to Bible truth-are not impressed with the fact. In passing
out of life (as our advanced years cannot but betoken), our solace is,
that the Lord, in His own time, will ratify and fulfil His own Word
and that to the very letter, in spite of all the opposition and antagonism cif either men or devils. His truth must prevail; His Word must
be established; His" yea" and "amen," whether in judgment or
morcy, must' be verified.
2. We rejoice, dear sister, in the light that has dawned upon your
pathway, That such, in due time, would be the case, we have never
had a doubt. These wonderful contrasts prove that the Lord is on our
side; and our varying frames and diversified conditions and circumstances cause His fixedness of purpose and unchangeableness of love
and mercy to stand out the more brightly and blessedly, They serve,
moreover, instrumentally to bring about that all-important fact, "He must
increase, but I must decrease." The" I" of the creature dwindles into
a precious insignificance before the "Thee," the "Thou," the "I AM
THAT I AM" of Jehovah! And the more we are humbled and
crumbled at His blessed feet, the happier and the more satisfied we
are. However paradoxical this to poor, proud human nature, it is among
the sweet problems of Zion, and part and parcel of "the mystery of
godliness." We believe it to be an incontrovertible truth that
" The more Thy glory strikes mine eyes,
The humbler I shall lie."
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3. Ah! yes, dear sister, you may well speak of the dross and the
tin. The longer we live, the more amazed we are at the Lord's
patience and forbearance in regard to it. It appears to us as if we
never saw ourselves in the same light, and to the same extent of utter
vileness, wretchedness, and bankruptcy, as we do now. How often do
we repeat before the Lord the acknowledgment of Bishop BEVERIDGE:
" I cannot but look back upon the whole course of my life," said he, "as
but one continued act of sin."
We call the great Searcher of hearts to
witness that this is our real state of heart and mind before Him,
coupled with the expression of surprise that He has not long since cut
us down as "a cumberer of the ground." Sure we are that there is
not an inch of ground for old Adam to stand upon before a heartsearching, rein-trying God.
4. Ah! yes, sister, there is indeed a tendency to build upon enjoyments, but it will not do. The joy of salvation and salvation itself are
two different things. Our light is not our life. What a mercy that
the "hungering and thirsting after righteousness" is not only a proof
that we are "living," but is so blessedly identified with the promise,
"They shall be filled." And what a mercy, too, that such hungry and
thirsty ones can only be satisfied with Himself! Himself begets that
which He, and He alone, can satiate. And what a mercy, moreover,
that the one condition-the cry, "0 satisfy us early with Thy mercy! "
-leads, and that with an unmistakable certainty, to the" 0 Naphtali,
satisfied with favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord."
5. We are thankful that you are pleased with the title of our new
book, "KEPT." The same post that brought your letter brought likewise a proof-sheet of the book. It contains the following, which we
believe will fully coincide with your own views. How much have we
thought, during our present circumstances of entire silence, as far as
preaching the Word is concerned, of the passage quoted in the aJ\lnexed-" He stayeth His rough wind in the day of the east wind." It
appears to us that, had we now, in addition to our present exercises,
those trials with which we have been so familiar in the past, we must
utterly sink beneath them. Hence we discover the Fatherly kindness
and the loving consideration of our so wise and so gracious God. It
is such a verity, "He knoweth our frame, and remembereth that we are
dust." Here is the extract. May the Lord, of His great mercy, dear
sister, make it "a word in season " to your so frequently tempest-tossed
soul, and to His great name shall be the praise and glory. So praY8,
Yours affectionately in Him,
THE EDITOR.

EXTRACT.

And what shall we say to you, our younger readers? The Lord bless
you. Life is before you, with its difficulties, its trials, its temptations.
Yes; but you have a faithful Friend. "Goodness and mercy shall follow
you all the days of your life." You have a "Friend that sticketh closer
than a brother," who will stand by you, strengthen you, provide for you,
and do for you" exceeding abundantly above all that you can ask," or are
worthy to receive. Not a trouble shall overwhelm you-not a difficulty
shall finally oppress you-not a temptation shall assail you - but what
with it the Lord" will make a way for your escape." You may anticipate,
and that reluctantly, a long and a troublous life. It may, however, be but
2 L
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a. short career. The Lord may cut short His work in righteousness. But
if otherwise-and we speak feelingly on the subject-you will hereafter
rejoice in that the Lord hath kept you in the wilderness, on the one hand,
that He may try you, and prove to you what is in your heart; on the
other, that He may show to you His love-His grace-His faithfulnessHis marvellous and innumerable loving-kindnesses, the which you could
not know but as you realize them as you daily walk through the wilderness.
Finally, dear brethren-babes, young men, and fathers-"we commend
you to God, and to the Word of His grace, which is able to build you
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them that are sanctified."
"Our love be with you all in Christ Jesus," to whom be glory for ever.
Amen.
RETROSPECTION.- Words utterly fail to express what I feel in connection with the fact that upwards of forty years have passed since the
foregoing chapter wall written, and that the very state of things there
Utticipated as possibly occurring, has since in very deed come to pass.
I Mll now personally th~ old man then imagined to be in existence, and
a.ll that had been presl. ned to have happened in the prospective interval
has since been vouchsaft..l , and become facts-plain facts! Notwithstanding this, however, and :;;.lthough to the present moment all needed grace
a.nd strength have been bestowed, I blush to state that I am still the
same forgetful, distrustful, thankless creature as ever. Indeed, I think I
am more distrustful, more thankless, more forgetful, than heretofore, because, as I approach the end of my pilgrimage, its close stands out the
more vividly before me. What aforetime presented itself in the distance
is now so much the nearer! My sojourn on earth cannot, in the very
nature of things, be but for a very little while. Hence all the solemnities
of a dying hour seem the more real, and the needed strength to meet
that darksome event the more keenly felt.
The fact, however, that the courage and spirit and energy required
for all the varied circumstances inter,ening between the period aforenMlled and the present time having been duly bestowed, day by day and
hour by hour, renders my present doubting, fearing condition the more
jIagrant and blameworthy. Hence, as I read now what I positively recorded
a.bove forty years ago, I cannot but feel and acknowledge myself the very
chief of sinners! That I should, even for a moment, call in question the
goodness, loving-kindness, and faithfulness of so great and gracious a
God as I have personally proved the Lord God of Israel to be, for now
little short of four-score years, humbles me in the very dust before Him,
and leaves me not the least ground whatever for condemning my poor
sinful fellow-man, be he who he may, or let him have sinned however
basely. It is indeed "of the Lord's mercies I am not consumed, and
because His compassions fail not."
I may add that, so far from any improvement in the flesh, or works
of merit or commendation, (to say nothing of the boasted" perfection"
so rife in the present day), I never had greater reason than now tor exclaiming" Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Saviour, or I die!"
REsuLTs.-The foregoing facts leave me in a state of necessity, and lead
to the continuous cry for that faith which the Lord alone can give.
It is faith, and faith alone, that can cause us to triumph over the flesh,
with all its numberless failures and infirmities. Nor shall we ever reach
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a period in our time-state in which, by any human attainment, position,
or circumstances, we shall ever be independent of the Lord. The longer
we live, the more helpless shall we become, and hence find increased
necessity for exclaiming, "Lord, be Thou my Helper"; "When my spirit
is overwhelmed within me, lead me to the Rock that is higher than I."
Personally, I am bound to say, I wish I could think more of this with
respect to what remains to be passed through, in regard to the little
residue of one's time-state. Whatever may be the nature of the trials or
affliotions which await one-'and at least a measure of these are absolutely
necessary and altogether indispensable-the Apostle's" sentence of death"
(2 Cor. i. 9) will ever attend the same; and why? For the very reason he
assigns, namely, that we "should not trust in ourselves, but in God, which
raiseth the dead." Hence there will ever be a positive need for looking
off from ourselves, and away from all creatm'e dependences, to Him that
is "mighty to save, and able to do exceeding abundantly above all we can
ask or [even] think." Past knowledge, experiences, love-visits, or privileges,
will not avail for futm"e trials, temptations, or enjoyments, only as proofB
and earnests of what the Lord can do and will do. Personally, we shall
never get beyond the Psalmist's "I am poor and needy, yet the Lord
thinketh upon me."
One distinguishing mercy it behoves us never to overlook, but seek
perpetually to keep in mind. It is that, as the Lord has done in the
past, so He is prepared to do in the future, namely, that whilst He
"empties from vessel to vessel," He leads on "from strength to strength"
-yea, until each and all finally "appear before God in Zion." "Not a
hoof shall be left behind." Not a single vessel of mercy, or aught of His
precious treasm'e, shall be found wanting in the day when He "cometh
to make up His jewels." As with the passage of the Jordan, in Joshua's
day, "all the people shall pass safely over." As with Paul, so probably
it,'" will be with many a Gospel, Zion-bound mariner-the frail barque may
be broken with the violence of the waves, still, seeing" He is faithful who
hath promised," that He hath an immensity at stake, and that His covenant as well as His character are involved, it must be-it shall be-that
"some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship," will ratify and
confirm the glorious fact that" they escaped all safe to land." Yes, dear
:reader, whatever may be our fears-whatever our fleshly weakness and
creature.prostration-whatever our recoiling from the chilly waters of the
Jordan-the poet's words shall, blessed be God, to all intents and purposes be found a verity"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
He'll never, no, never, desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."
Yea, and such may add, with the immortal TOPLADY"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sm'e as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secm"e,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
Let not this fact be forgotten by the Lord's dear children. If, at certain
times and under certain circumstances, they are called out more openly
and conspicuously in their Master's service, the strengthening hand of the
Lord, and His sweet and blessed communings, are the more clearly and
conclusively vouchsafed. At such times, those precious words are so
blessedly proved in all their fulness and power-" The Lord is at hand";
or, as the Apostle testifies, "At my first answer no man stood with me,
but all men forsook me~: . , . notwithstanding the LrYrd stood with me." Yes,
2 L 2
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beyond all question, the Lord does stand by and strengthen and deliver
His people, especially when called into the forefront of the battle. In
after stages, they are apt to compare conditions, and to wonder how it is
that it is not with them as it was. They wonder how it is that they are
not as bold and courageous, and as "strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might," as formerly. In all such reasonings, they overlook the fact
that their present position differs so materially from their former circumstances. The Lord never fritters away His benefits, but bestows them as
they are needed, and, because needed, appreciated. The promise, "As thy
days, so shall thy strength be," comprehends an immensity. Moreover,
there is another fact which it behoves us not to forget. It is, that the Lord
never loses sight of any testimony concerning Himself, involving as such
testimony may, His wisdom, faithfulness, love, or power. Take, for
example, that one declaration among the numberless that are given-" He
stayeth His rough wind in the day of the east wind." In other words,
He restricts or restrains according to circumstances. He withholds or
withdraws trial or affiiction, as He sees needful. He never crushes nor
over.loads. He lays on or He takes off in infinite wisdom and boundless
love. Hence, how many a dear child of God is heard to exclaim, "Oh, if
I had had this trial at such a time, or under such and such circumstances,
I must have been overwhelmed!" Ah! dear soul, the Lord knew that, and
hence His gracious and most Fatherly consideration.

LOVE·CRAVINGS AND CLINGINGS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-" Out of the abundance of the heart," it is said, "the
mouth speaketh." Though full of doubts, fears, anxious and perplexing
thoughts, and, though ashamed to say it, I have sometimes almost
wished that I had never been born, or that I could run right away
from myself, yet there is not one in the town in which I live to
whom I can speak. I often envy those who commune about heavenly
things, and feel, as the Psalmist said, "as a sparrow alone upon the
house-top." "I am poor and sorrowful; let Thy salvation, 0 God, set
me up on high." "My soul thirsteth for the living God."
DEAR

"My thirsty spirit pants
Thy plenitude to prove;
And comprehend, with all Thy saints,
The fulness of Thy love."
I feel like a wounded deer, which leaves its gay companions and seeks
solitude.
I have often wished that one would speak to me, but when we
meet, natural things are spoken of-nothing beyond. Perhaps my
thoughts have been set upon the creature more than the Creator.
May-be I have made an idol of that one, for God hath said, "Let no
man glory in men"; and so He is weaning me from things below to
Himself.
But, dear sir, I cannot express my love and esteem for that dear
minister through whom I first began to want something more than I
possessed. I feel an anxious desire to tell him, but fear it would be
boldness on my part. Though that want has not yet been fully satis·
fied, there is at time3 a hope th'lt the Lord will reveal Himself to me as
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He has to others, and will also" confirm me unto thp. end, that I may
. be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Ohrist." I go to church
with a burdened heart, hoping the Lord will meet me there. Often
there is a word of encouragement, but, alas! how soon the little comfort is gone!
Oh, to be enabled by grace to say, "This is my Beloved; this is
my Friend," and to realize the God of all grace to be my God! Then
I should indeed have" a Friend who loveth at all times," that" sticketh
closer than a brother," for He has said, "I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee."
"The sense of Thy expiring love
Into my soul convey;
Thyself bestow; for Thee alone,
My All in all, I pray."
Yesterday, when looking through the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, 1852, my
eyes happened to rest on a paragraph on page 83, commencing, "But
you are anxious." Had those words, which were penned more than
thirty years ago, been written to me personally, they could not have
been more suitable. A.nd with regard to the present Numbers, how
often do I see my own fears, feelings, and desires in them, and thus,
at times, I am "holpen with a little help." I feel in an undecided
state, but long to say, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His."
But, while thus undecided, I cannot feel it is right to teach others. It
appears to me presumptuous to go Sunday after Sunday, and pretend
to teach children, when perhaps I know nothing of these things myself.
Those who know they are Ohristians may feel themselves unworthy to
labour for the Master, but I feel I have no right to be there, and
often feel inclined to give it up. Sometimes the thought passes through
my mind-" Suppose Ohristians were again persecuted. I could not
deny the truth, and yet should not feel prepared or fit to die."
Oh, what a privilege to be able to worship God, none making us
afraid!
May God bless the mea·ns used for your recovery. I am indeed
sorry you are obliged to return to Southsea, but the Lord has said,
"My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways."
But may you be enabled to realize, with one of old, "My times are in
Thy hand."
" Well when they see His face,
Or sink beneath the flood;
Well in affliction's t.horny maze,
Or on the mount "With God."
Pardon and forgive the unworthy writer for trespassing so much on
your time and patience, and "may the Lord bless thee and keep thee:
the Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."
Brighton, July 9th, 1889.
A SOLITARY ONE.
OOMMENTS.
You are not the only one that at times has "wished you had
never been born." ""Ve believe that there are thousands of God's dear
children who, under that deep weight which attends an insight into
their own hearts, and the fear that their sins and transgressions are

510

The Gospel Magazine.

too great and too foul to be forgiven, sink to the very verge of
despair, and, under such circumstances, and for the time being, wish
that they had never been born. They have not as yet been led to
see and rejoice in the remedy which is found in a precious and allsufficient Christ; or, if they have had glimpses of so great and glorious
a fact, those glimpses have, for a time, been obscured, and again they
fall into comparative despondency, until Christ is again revealed to
them as their Daysman, Surety, and Substitute-yea, their Intercessor
and Representative before the throne. Although as yet they may fail
to realize the mercy, nevertheless they are heirs to that blessed promise,
"Because I live, they shall live also." Well may it be said of all
such as are thus led into a faith's discovery, by the Holy Ghost, of
their lost and undone condition, both by original and actual transgression" Ne'er had they felt the weight of sin,
Nor craved for pardoning love,
Unless their names had been enrolled
To endless bliss above."
Oh, how apt are the dear children of God to overlook the distinguishing
mercy-for a distinguishing mercy it is-to be brought to feel themselves
as guilty and undone sinners, in the sense to which we have just referred!
Was such always the case 1 vVe would ask, U.ed they to feel as they
now feel, and it may be, for a long season have felt 1 If not, who hath
made the difference ~ Who but the Lord, for Satan assuredly would
never have awakened them from thtir carnal repose, neither could
they have quickened their own souls.
,Ye thought it somewhat remarkable, and as if intended for an
answer to our correspondent's inquiries, that by the same post that
brought her letter, the proof-sheet of a little volume we have passing
through the press, entitled, "KEPT," came to hand. -Here is an extract
from it, which we pray may, under God, tend to meet her case, and
to dispel her fears and misgivings as to her real state and condition
before the Lord :Oh, the calling, when it came in its reality-fulness-power! " Thy
people shall be willing in the day of Thy power." Not before-no, never!
And the willingness is one of the first evidences and manifestations of the
power. Ab! how the dear sin·smitten ones lose sight of this! Were such
always" willing" ?-were such always "waiting"? Nay. vVho, then, gave
the wiZlin.q and the waiting spirit? Who but the Lord-He who has
covenanted to complete the work He has begun?
"The work that Wisdom undertakes,
Eternal Mercy ne'er forsakes."
It grieves us increasingly when we see how little the Holy Ghost is
honoured, and how greatly His work is overlooked, in this particular.
Men forget-if, indeed, they have a knowledge of the fact-how low man
has fallen, and how true the testimony, "The carnal mind is enmity against
God; it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be." If
this so humbling truth were rightly apprehended, then it would be evident
that, if that enmity were subdued, and if the soul were made willing to
receive salvation on God's terms, as a poor, bankrupt, hell-deserving sinner,
having "nothing to pay," and therefore made willing, and constantly
longing to receive salvation upon the only tel'ms in which it can be
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received-" without money and without price"-were this state of things,
we say, really seen, then would that willingness be traced up to the
precious power and operations of the Holy Ghost.
That all is well with, our correspondent, and that the Lord will, in
due time, reveal Himself to her, in all the fulness of His loving heart,
we have not the shadow of a doubt. Be it hers to follow the advice
which was given to Ruth, namely, to abide by the maidens, and go not
into another field. Those occasional lifts by the way, although so short
in their duration, prove that they are not of the creature, but of the Lord.
Our correspondent will find her condition distinctly given in the Canticles,
in regard to the bride seeking so anxiously her Beloved. vVhat are
her cravings-aye, and her cleavings too-but blessed signs and the most
Scriptural proofs and tokens of a supernatural love and a divine admiration infused into her heart by the Holy Ghost as to the Person of Him
who is in very deed "the Chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether
lovely" 1
THE EDITOR.
FATHERLY CARE AND COVENANT FAITHFULNESS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOU~NEY, A!.'{D DEAR BROl'HKR IN HOPE OF ETERNAL
LIFE,-" May grace and peace be multiplied unto you." I was very
pleased to receive your kind letter. Please to accept my sincere thanks
for it. When I opened it, I was surprised to find a Postal Order for
one pound from an unknown correspondent to us; but, as you wisely
remark, doubtless this unknown correspondent is well known to the
Lord, and, I trust, well known of the Lord. What a sweet thought it ill
that the Lord does know all that concerns us, while travelling through
this vale of tears ~ Moses said to the children of Israel, "The Lord
thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy hand: He knoweth
thy walking through this great wilderness: these forty years the Lord
thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing" (Deut. ii. 7).
Oh, what care He be-stows upon His dear people! How tenderly He
watches over them; and, whatever is done for or against them, He
takes it as done to Himself. "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it uuto Me"; and I
believe all such shall have their reward. Our Lord said," Whosoever
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water
only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no
wise lose his reward" (Matt. x. 42). Then, what an honour is conff'rred
upon all those who are used as being instrumental of any service to the
Lord's dear people, either in providence or in grace!
I should be glad to know this kind friend's address. I would then
write to him, or her, to return thanks on behalf of myself and the poor
invalid for this great kindness. As I do not know the addres3, may
I beg the favour of acknowledging it, with thanks, through the pagell
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, as I have an impression that they are readers
of it 1
I thought it somewhat singular, but a few minutes previously to my
taking up my pen to begin writing this letter, I opened my Bible, and
my eyes rested upon these words-" For God is not unrighteous to forget.
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your work and labour of love, which ye have showed toward His name,
in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister" (Heb. vi. 10).
You, dear unknown one, have not done this to be seen of men, but the
Lord knows all about it. I trust that you may experience the force of
that portion where it states that it is "more blessed to give than to
receive," and" he that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord." As I
looked at the above portion of the Epistle to the Hebrews, my mind
felt drawn to you, and, though unknown in the flesh, I trust we are
well-known in spirit.
I cannot find words sufficient to express to you my feelings for your
great kindness to this poor affiicted widow. I have felt that I have as
much cause to thank the Lord and the kind friends who have ministered
to the needs of this poor child of God, as ever she ha~. Though she
receives the money to procure comforts for the poor body, yet the Lord
ha~ been pleased to make use of the circumstances, and made it a blessing to my soul. I have been broken down in h~mility before the Lord,
that He should ever make use of me as an instrument of being of any
service to His dear, tried, and exercised people. Oh, how I have stood,
like Manoah and hid wife, looking on, while the Angel of the Lord-or
rather, the Lord Himself-has worked-worked wondrously! What a
wonder.working God is our God, both in providence and in grace!
"Oh, wondrous wheel of providence,
Held in J ehovah's hand;
Mysterious to the sons of sense,
Moved by divine command."
How often it has cheered my poor heart when I have been led to
look back upon the way the Lord hath led me, and the gracious
Spirit has shined upon the way! How I have seen that one link has
been connected with another! I often think we lose much by not
observing and watching the hand of the Lord in what we may call
little things. Ah! if we had more of that wisdom that is from above,
we should watch-and not only watch, but see the wonder-working
hand of God. Hence t,he Psalmist says, "Whoso is wise, and will
observe these things, even they shall understand the loving-kindness of
the Lord."
I have been to-day and have given part, namely, ten shillings, of
your kind gift to the poor and deeply affiicted one. I would just say
that she is SUffering from an internal disease, and has been for about
fifty years. When she came out of the hospital, knowing th9.t she
would never be well again, it was a sore trial to her to knolV how
she would be brought through, &c.; and she begged of the Lord to
appear for her and make a way, for she saw no way. Having an incurable disease, an afflicted husband, no means of support, what could
she do ~ She felt overwhelmed with trouble; and it is then, as the
Psalmist says, "they cry unto the Lord, and. He heareth them." So, in
the case of this poor afflicted woman, she cried unto the Lord, and the
Lord heard, and spoke ,these words to her poor, burdened, and disconsolate heart-" I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"; and to<lay she said to me, "Blessed be His holy name, though so many years
have passed since then, yet she could testify to the faithfulness of a

The Gospel M agazi1le.

513

covenant-keeping God." Though at times she has been sorely tried as
to temporal things, yet the Lord has been faithful to His promise, "I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Although she has known what
it is to want the common necessaries of life, yet the Lord has been
with her; and, to use her own words, "the Lord has been more than
kind to her." Even in these temporal things, how that portion of the
Word of God is fulfilled ill the experience of the Lord's poor people" I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them
in paths that they have not known; I will make darkness light before
them, and crooked things straight; these things will I do unto them,
and not forsake them" (Isa. xlii. 16). Though she has been brought
through up till now, yet she could not tell how; but, when one source
has dried up, the Lord has opened another. All hearts are in His hand.
It was the Lord that inclined your heart, and the hearts of other kind
friends, to contribute to the help of supporting this poor child of His.
"Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men!" The Psalmist might well
exclaim, "What shall I rend6r unto the Lord for all His benefits towards me 1"
Ah! my dear, unknown friend; have not you and I abundant cause
to say, "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me bless
and praise His holy name" 1 And yet I have to deplore how little
do I praise His holy name for all His mercies vouchsafed to me, a
poor, vile, and unworthy sinner. The Son of God said to one, in the
days of His flesh, "Believe only," and I often feel that that is the most
difficult thing for me to do. It may appear at first sight a very easy
matter, and it is upon the lips of thousands who, we fear, know nothing
about the faith of which God is the Author. A mere natural, historical,
and doctrinal faith will not do in the time of trial. I have to say often,
with the poet"Oh, my distrustful heart,
How small thy faith appears! "
I am continually crossing bridges before I come to them. Many of our
greatest troubles are those that never come.
"How prone the mind to search for ills,
And fancy mighty "Woes!"
And yet the Lord is continually bestowing upon us His mercies. " He
hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our
iniquities," or where should we be now 1 In that place where hope and
mercy never come. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him: for He knoweth our frame; He remembereth
that we are dust." I often feel, "Oh, that I could bless and praise His
holy name more! How it would lift me above the many things that so
often press me down, filling my mind with gloomy doubts ani fears!"
And this after so many repeated proofs of the Lord's loving-kindness
to me, so that I think no one can ever feel as I do.
"You that love the Lord indeed,
Tell me, is it thus with you?"
What an enemy is unbelief to us! How it robs us, and how it dishonours God-robs Him of that which is His due! Mr. HART has said-
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"If unbelief's that sin accursed,
Abhorred by God above,
Because, of all opposers wont,
It fights against His love,
"How shall a heart that doubts like mine,
Dismayed at every breath,
Pretend to live the life divine,
Or fight the fight of faith?"
Yes, and we prove it to be a fight-a warfare-a conflict. Such is
the life of a child of God. We find much opposition, but, though a
troop overcomes Gad, yet he shall overcome at the last. Soon the
time will come when the conflict will be over. I do not know whether
you are young, middle-aged, or old, but the longest will not be long.
Then, my dear friend, we shall be able t:J praise Him in singing that
never-ending song-" Unto Him that hath loved us, redeemed us, and
washed us," &c.
Once again I sincerely thank you for your great kindness to the poor
invalid, and honouring me as the instrument to convey it to her. I
thought it best to give half now, and the other half shortly. She
wished me to express her sincere thanks to you, and also to Dr.
DOUDNEY; and evidently heart and mouth expressed gratitude. Her
heart was broken to see the goodness of the Lord manifested towards
her; and how she looked to the Lord as the moving Cause of all, as
she said how wonderfully good it was of the Lord to put it into the
hearts of these friends who, though unknown to her, have so kindly
remembered her. She feels she cannot sufficiently thank the kind
friends, nor the Lord, but she would if she were ~ble. You will find
my wishes for you in Numbers vi. 24-26.
I shall be glad to have a line from you-not that I fee! worthy of
your notice, but I do feel that I am a companion of all those who fear
the Lord, and ever wish to love all who "love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity and in truth." No doubt you saw my address in this month's
(July) GOSPEL MAGAZINE, page 446. With Christian lovf>, believe me
to remain, yours gratefully,
ELIJAH COE.

But I feel that I cannot close this letter without just referring to
the sweet comments which you, dear friend, have made upon my letter
in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and how the Lord was pleased to
make use of it as a reminder of the past. Is it not wonderful? Yea,
how often have we been constrained to say, "This is the Lord's doing,
and it is marvellous in our eyes."
Oh, how we need to be reminded of what the Lord hath done for
us, and in us! Moses said to the children of Israel, "Thou shalt
rem.ember all the way the Lord thy God hath led thee," &c. Alas!
alas! we are forgetful mortals, remembering many things that are no
profit to us, and which we would willingly forget. But no; they will
retain a place in our poor memory. How we feel our need of that gracious Spirit, who is the blessed Remembrancer, to bring past mercies and
favours to our remembrance! And sometimes He makes use of very
simple means to accomplish His purpose. He;s never at a loss for
means to carry out His purpose.
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I find that you refer to dear J. D. LANE, not only in your comments
on page 447, but also on page 434. You will be interested to know
that last- week, from June 24th to June 29th, inclusive, special services
were held in Christ Church, Barnwell, where dear J. D. LANE was the
first Curate. Fifty years have now elapsed since this church was
opened for worsbip. So far as the outward appearance goes, it has no
architectural grandeur, but it is a plain and commodious building,
capable of seating about fourteen hundred people, costing some £3,800 ;
and, to mark the event, special Jubilee Services were held during the
week. Former Vicars were invited to preach, and on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings, a sermon was preached,
and on Saturday evening a prayer-meeting was held in the new vestry.
I felt much interested in these services, and was privileged to attend
all of them. Indeed, I never spent such a week-every evening at the
house of God. I was very much pleased to see the portrait of JOHN
DOUDNEY LANE hang in the vestry. There were a few attended these
Jubilee Services who were at the opening of the church, and still
retain a pleasing recollection of Mr. LANE. As I have said, he was
the first Curate, and Mr. BOODLE the first Vicar. Both have passed
away, but, "though dead, yet speak." They still live in the hearts and
affections of those who are left, and were privileged to hear the
Gospel of the grace of God as preached by them. They laboured in
sowing the seed of the Gospel in hearts prepared by God to receive
the same. Others have followed, who have entered into their labours,
and have reaped som~ of the fruits of those labours. Thus the Lord
carries on His work below.
In your letter in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, you mention the
volume of J. D. LANE'S sermons. It reminds me of a little circumstance that occurred some years ago. Passing through the streets of
Cambridge, I saw in a shop window a volume of sermons by the Rev.
J. D. LANE, preached at Christ Church, Barnwell, and I fully intended
purchasing it on my return j but, only a few hours later, when I went,
as I thought, to purchase it, alas! alas! it was gone. Some one had
been in and purchased it. Oh, how I upbraided myself for not buying
it at first-another instance that delays are dangerous-and from that
time to this, I have never had the opport'unity of even seeing one,
though I have searched and searched, but all in vain; and I have set
others to inquire for me; but all to no purpose. To-day, I have inquired
of several. One is a bookseller, and has great influence in Christ Church.
Solomon says, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy
might." I cannot refer to the above little circumstance but with feelings
of regret. I feel that the past week has been a memorable time in connection with Christ Church, where J. D. LANE preached salvation by
free and sovereign grace. A jubilee time is a memorable time. I
remember being privileged to attend the jubilee services in connection
with the Gospel Standard, September, 1885, and I trust it was a profitable season to my soul. You, I trust, will be spared to have a jubilee
in connection with the Editorship of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE; and, if
so spared, it will be no ordinary thing, for I never knew such an occurrence, for one man to be an editor of a magazine for fifty years.
Methinks you must stand amazed at the Lord's wonder-working hand.
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How true it is, His thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor His ways
as our ways! I often remark that the position of an editor, especially
in these days of declension, is far from being an enviable one. There
is much to contend for, and much to contend with, and much to contend
against. You have now for nearly fifty years, by your pen, been
contending "for the faith once delivered to the saints."
Yes,
"hitherto the Lord hath helped you" ; and, in looking back, it must be
a comfort and a consolation to you to feel that, during that lengthened
period, the Magazine has been free from that controversy, that bigotry,
strife, and discord, which have been so manifested in some magazines.
We cannot expect the blessing of God to rest upon either a magazine
or a people where bigotry, strife, and discord reign. Oh, how little there
is of "endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace" ! What strife and discord there are in the Church of God!
What bickerings, backbitings, &c., there are among the professing people
of God! The lldvice of J oseph to his brethren-" See that ye fall< not
out by the way"-is but little heeded now-a-days. The people of God
appear more like the children of Ishmael, than the children of promise;
and will not God visit for these things ~ Surely He will. He will
visit His people with the rod, and correct them for their folly; "nevertheless, His loving-kindness He will not take from them, nor suffer His
faithfulness to fail." What a mercy that is! Oh, to have to do with
a faithful and unchanging God! "I am the Lord; I change not;
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."
Ah! my dear friend, sects and parties will soon be done away, and
I often wish a great deal of it were dead and buried. Mr. HART
might well ask"When is it Chri.tians a,ll agree,
And let distinctions fail?
When, nothing in themselves, they see
That Christ is Ail in ail?
"But strife and difference wiil subsist
While men will something seem;
Let them but singly look to Christ,
And ail are one in Him."
In this month's Magazine, you mention the love of congregational
singing. Both myself and my wife have often referred to that memorable time (to us) when you preached at Arlesey, Beds, and how heartily
you joined in the singing of those well-known and sweet hymns; and,
on Saturday evening, the Vicar of Christ Church, in making a few
remarks upon the twelfth chapter of Isaiah, referred to singing as being
a part of the worship of God, and how fond he was of vocal singing.
He had many times been blessed in his soul while singing the songs of
Zion. Yes, when he has been walking through the busy streets of
London, he has been humming a hymn over to himself. How sweet I
have found it, when heart and voice join together; and I can understand you in that feeling, as expressed by Dr. WATTS"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."
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And, if it is so enrapturing to join in the singing of the praises of a
covenant God here below, what must it be to be above, where sin and
sorrow are for ever unknown 1 At such favoured times, trouble, if it
has been heavy, for the time being, there has been relief from it. Dear
TOPlADY might well say"If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the Fountain be,
Where saints a.nd angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee?"
At times I long to be there.' Job said, "All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change come." Oh, that we may be
favoured with more and more of the Lord's presence to cheer and
comfort our poor souls, as we journey on through the wilderness!
Dear TOPLADY, in that choice hymn of ,his, commencing"When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,"
after going through various spots of sweet aud blessed experience, that
God's dear people know a little of, he sums it up, and says in the last
verse"Oh, may the unction of these truths
For ever with me stay,
Till from her sinful cage dismissed,
My spirit flies away.'
But I must close this lengthy letter. I often feel it is a privilege t(}
be enabled to speak to one and another of the Lord's people by the pen.
We are prf-vented, in many instances, from a face-to-face interview, and
our hearts have been warmed when thus privileged to hold a little
communion one with another. It was so in olden times, and the Lord
hearkened to it; and so He does now, blessed be His holy name! Yea,
we have proved it, tasted it, handled it, and felt it, and we long for
more of it. Yes, we have not arrived at sati~faction yet, neither do
we expect to be fully satisfied until, like the Psalmist, we "awake in
His likeness" who was once the" Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with
grief," but is now the exalted King in 2ion.
I hope you are better since your return to Southsea. May the Lord
grant 'you all that help you need in tbis Jour time of trial.
With Ohristian love, in which my dear wife unites, to you and YOUl'
dear partner, believe me to remain,
Yours sincerely,
69, Eden Street, Cambridge, Ju.ly 4th, 1889.
ELIJAH OOE.
P.S.-Here is a list of the Vicars of Ohrist Ohurch, from the commencement down to the present time-1839-45, THo~'lAS BOODLE, M.A.,
Trinity Oollege; afterwards Vicar of Christ Church, Virginia "Yater,
Hants (deceased). 1845-59, JONATHAX HOLT TITCOMB, D.D., St. Peter's
Oollege; afterwards first Bishop of Rangoon. Died April 2nd, 1887.
1859-62, OHARLES KIRKBY ROBINSON, D.D., Master of St. Catherine's
1862-69, GEORGE WARBURTON
Oollege, and Canon of Norwich.
WELDON, M.A., Trinity OollegE', Dublin, incorporated M.A. Trinity
Oollege, Oambridge; now Vicar of Bickley, Kent. 1869· 77, EmVARD
TUCKER LEEKE, M.A., late Fellow of Trinity Oollege, Oambridge; now
Ohancellor of Lincoln Oathedral. 1877-84, HENRY TROTTER, M.A.,
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Corpus Christi College, Cambridge; now Rector of Trowbridge, Wilts.
1884-89, ARTHUR HENRY DELME RADCLIFFE, M.A., Trinity College,
Cambridge; now Vicar of St. John's, Paddington, London. 1889,
JOHN GILBERT DIXON, M.A., Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge;
the present Vicar.
Christ Church Jubilee Services-Monday Evening, Rev. G. W.
WELDON. Text," And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according to their works"
(Rev. xx. 12). Tuesday Evening, Rev. E. T. LEEKE. Text," It is the
jubilee" (Lev. xxv. 12). Wednesday Evening, Rev. H. TROTTER. Text,
"And there are differences of administration, but the same Lord" (1
Cor. xii. 5). Thursday Evening, Rev. A. H. D. RADCLIFFE. Text,
" Now therefore arise, 0 Lord God, into Thy resting-place" (2 Chron.
vi. 41). Friday Evening, Rev. C. C. FROST, formerly Curate here, now
Rector of St. George's, Manchester. Text, " Workers together with
Him" (2 Cor. vi. 1).
It may appear troublesome to send the texts and list of Vicars to
you, but I have felt so much interested in it myself, that I must beg
your forgiveness in troubling you with it.
No doubt you notice that Mr. ROBINSON was not one of the
preachers. He was invited, but was prevented being there through
illness, hence Mr. U. C. FROST being one of the preachers. Mr.
FROST was not a Vicar there, but was Curate until recently, when he
accepted the living of St. George's, Manchester. From the commencement to the present time there have been eight Vicars; two of them
have "gone the way of all the earth"; six still survive.
The Vicar continued the Jubilee Services on Sunday, June 30th, and
alluded to Mr. LANE; but, like all other services, the Jubilee Services
in connection with Christ Church are things of the past now. Yes,
they are over, and we shall never see any more. Long before another fifty
years roll round, we shall be numbered with the dead. What a solemn
thing, and yet how true! Life how uncertain! Death how certain!
But I was about to ask, Have you the volume of sermons by JOHN
DOUDNEY LANE 7 If you have, would you kindly let me have the
loan of them for a few days, as I should so much like to see them,
and read them 7 I have tried and tried for years, and have not been
able to obtain one. You may rest assured that I would take great
care of it, and return it as soon as I had read it. I have sometimes
thought I would advertise for one; then I do not know where to
advertise, as the most likely people who would have one perhaps do
not notice the newspapers.
I hope you do not think me a troubler, and intruding by asking this
favour of you. Or if you know of anyone who is likely to have a
volume of them, and you send me their address, I will write to them.
Of course I shall take the liberty to mention your name.*
Have you ever preached in Cambridge 7 One of my first Christian
.. We regret that we have not a copy here, and are not certain of having one
at Bristol j otherwise we would gladly send it to our correspondent.-ED.
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friends, who has long since died, used to talk about Mr. DOUDNEY, as
he used to visit her. I was wondering whether it was you. But my
paper is full.
E. COE.
COMMENTS.
We fully agree with all our friend and correspondent has said about
the Lord's watchful care and all-seeing eye, in regard to even the weakest,
the frailest, and apparently the most obscure of His dear children. How
comprehensive and precious is that word, "0 Israel, thou shalt not
be forgotten of Me." Oh, no, by no means. Be they who they may,
where they may, or whatever their position, His eye is upon them;
His loving heart sympathizes with them; underneath them and round
about them are His everlasting arms; and, in His own good time, and
by His own wise and gracious methods, all needed grace and strength
shall be bestowed, in sweet accordance with their every requirement.
Moreover, there is this special mercy with respect to the Lord's poor
and afflicted ones-that their so minute wants, and their so seemingly
hopeless and helpless condition, are so marked by the Lord's tender
and timely interpositions. "I will leave in the midst of thee," saith
J ehovah, "an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the
name of the Lord." Again, we read of the poor of this world being
"rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom." Ab! and how" rich in faith"
are oftentimes these very poor and needy ones, putting to the blush
many very differently circumstanced, in a human point of view.
'With respect to the particulars given by our correspondent, in
reference to our early friend and companion, they cannot but be of
intensest interest to ourselves. Facts in regard to him come back with
great freshness to our remembrance. Well do we remember his remarks
to us, at the close of llis University career, with respect to the ministry.
Well do we remember the morning of his ordination. ,Vell do we
recollect also the first sermon we heard him preach, little thinking at
the time that we should one day occupy the same pulpit, and that year
after year, for fifteen years in succession, when preaching at St. George's,
in the Borough, on behalf of the Protestant Blind Society.
Our correspondent asks if we ever preached at Cambridge ~ Yes,
but upon one occasion only, and that was in the church where dear
LANE had been the first Curate. We went on a short visit to Cambridge, when our dear brother-in-law, the late G. D. DOUDNEY, was at
Corpus Christi College, Doubtless it was he who paid the visits of
which Mr. COE speaks. It happened to be service-night when we
were there; and, being asked to take the pulpit on the occasion, we
thought we could not have a more suitable text than that spoken most
emphatically by a dying step-sister, at a previous visit to Cambridge.
Said she, "This light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Cor. iv. 17).
It seems to us as if we should never forget that scene-standing in
that pulpit where that dear early companion first ministered, with the
tablet to his memory upon the wall hard by.
Had circumstances allowed, and had we been aware of what was to
take place, how gladly, had health and strength been vouchsafed, would
we have attended at the Jubilee Services, particulars of which our
correspondent has so kindly given.
THE EDITOR.
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THE past- month has been marked with the removal by death of several
old friends and acquaintances.' The widow of our much-beloved friend
and brother, Dr. DALToN (formerly Rector of Tramore, ,Oounty, Waterford), ,has' passed aw::.y, at Weston.super-Mare, at the ripe age, of
~~~

The son of Dr. 'VALKER; sp many years our dear friend at Bonmahon,
has be~n suddenly called away. Major WALKER' was apparently in
perfect ,health,' bllt succumbed after only a few hOl~rs' illness. We
rejoicil, 'howev~r, in the hopeful testimony respecting him. Thus writes
his bereaved sister:"It was so sudden. Oh, dear Emily, for him I know all is well,
but for those left behind how dreadful! The poor wife and children!
They were such a united family. My heart bleeds for them. And the
dear fellow, in the prime, of life and usefulness, cut off so suddenly, with
such good prospects, before him. But all is well. I can only say, 'Thy
will 'be· done.' For myself, the loss is very great, so dear and good
as 'he' was:' How uncertain all here is! We' know not what an hour
may bring forth.'''
'
, Both, ~he, writer of the foregoing, and the departed brother of whom
she' writes, were· am~ng the dear young people of our first ministerial charge. It seems but as yesterday we knew them, as she says,
"such a united family." Our own dear children were so attached to
them, ,being' about the same age, and so much in each other's society.
It was but ~ few months since that Major W.ALKER was attending the
sick and dyin~ bed of his dear father, an account of whom and his
J:lelo,ved mother appeared in these ,pages. How little did ,he, or any,
think how,S900 he, woill,d ,be called to follow both his devoted parents
to "the bourne whence no traveller returns " ! Truly," in the midst
~f life w:e. are in d~atIi.':' As QUr dear old' and, much-loved Bishop
remarked, "May we b~able to say, 'In the 'midst, of death we are in
life.''' ,Yes, that life that naught ean ever, touch-eternal life I" The
"life hid with Ohrist in God "-that life which .'ensures the great fact
that, "when He who is our life shall' appear, we shall [also] appear
with Him in glory."
.
We h'ave another' removal of which to speak-that of the late Oanon
and ,Mrs. HARVEY. The former had attained to the patriarchal age of
ninety-one years; the latter was about five 'years younger. Oanon
HARVEY had been Rector of Hornsey for fifty-two years., He" in
the years 1840 and 1841, officiated at our family grave in Rornsey
churchyard on sev'eral occasions, two dear children being ,interred at
the same, time., He was so impressed with the frequency of" the
grave, being opened within, the space of fourteen, months,' as ,to
make special inquiries as to the cause. Little did we imagine, ,when
standing by that open grave, that, some forty years afterwards," we
should be taking,part, with the, then venerable Rector at twp marriages
within the walls of that church. In the former period to which we
have. referred,', Hornsey was a' picturesque suburb of' London. How
different now!
,

