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"MORE THAN CONQUEROR" AT L.A.ST!
"He shall enter into peace,. they shall "est in their bea's, each one
walking in his up1·ightness."-IsAIAH lvii. 2.
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IF we adopt the marginal rendering, the passage will read thus:
"He shall go in peace; they shall rest in their beds, each one
walking before Him."
Now here is the covenant" shall" of a covenant God, in regard
to a covenant people. "He shall go in peace; they shall rest in their
beds." In this changing world, with the ever-varying circumstances
of the time-state, and especially with respect to those who, through
age and infirmity, find heart and flesh to fail, nothing can so soothe
and encourage as the contemplation of the great and glorious
verity of a covenant entered into by the ever-adorable Three-One
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. In it is involved their
combined wisdom, love, and power. It was in this covenant the
Psalmist rejoiced, when, towards the closing of his long and soeventful career, he exclaimed, "Although my house be not so
with God; yet He hath made with me an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things and sure: for this is all my salvation, and
all my desire, although He make it not to grow."
Now, from the language of the Psalmist, we naturally infer
that there were difficulties and perplexities with which he had to
contend, either in his .own household, or in his kingdom as a
sovereign, that were beyond his control. Even as ruler over a
vast multitude, and with the authority which attaches to the
sway of a kingdom, David had not got beyond the need of
that gracious promise which the Lord J ehovah had made concern·
ing His people, namely, "I will bring the blind by a way tha.t
they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not
known: I will· make darkness light before them, and crooked
things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake
them." So far from the Psalmist being rendered independent of
2 G
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the necessity of this promise being verified and fulfilled in his
own personal experience, in consequence of his being placed in so
high and exalted a position as the ruler of a kingdom, we hear
him declare, "I am this day weak, though anointed king."
Moreover, this will stand good in regard to all that is prominent.
The higher the position, the greater the danger, and the more
intense and indispensable the need of Divine wisdom, guidance,
and guardianship. How marked this sense of need is to be
found throughout the Psalms of the sweet singer of Israel. Who
more ready at any and at all times than David to exclaim, "I
am poor and needy," and who more grateful than he to bo
enabled to add, "yet the Lord thinketh upon me"?
But to return to the passage at the head of this article. This
precious portion was brought to mind, and laid upon the heart, in
consequence of this being the fifth Sabbath since my dear friend,
the Rev. WILLIAM SAUNDERS, realized it in all its fulness and
unspeakable blessedness. On that memorable morning, in all the
calmness and quietude of the dawn of a summer's day, it was his
most sacred' and exalted privilege "to go in peace"-yea, and to
"enter into peace"; and oh, what a peace'! If the peace of God
down here "passeth all understanding," what must it be up there,
in His immediate presence, with all the turmoil and the travail of
the time-state at an end; the Jordan passed; and the worn and
weary pilgrim' safely housed and at home-rtt home! -and that for
ever P
As my chambeT-window commands an extensive and lovely view
of the most picturesque bill and dale, how often, in drawing up
the blind, after the slumbers of, it may be, the long and dreary
night, have I been cheered and comforted with the thought of
that .. morning without clouds."
,Ah! how many a poor weary and feelingly-desolate Zion-traveller
exclaims of a night, " Would God it were morning!" or of a
morning, " Would that it were evening!" so exhausted, so void
of comfort, so dark-so drear-so lacking former peace and joy
and holy expectancy! The heart ready to burst with the cry,
"Oh that I were as in months past, as in the days when God
preserved me; when His candlo shined upon my head, and when
by His light I walked through darkness; as I was in the days
of my youth, when the secret of God was upon my tabernacle."
"Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will He be favourable no
more? Is His mercy clean gone for ever? doth His promise fail
for evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath He in
anger shut up His tender mercies?"
Ab, reader, thef!e sayings are easily written or read. They may
be, treated in a merely nominal, matter-of-course way, but to feel
them-to realize them-in all their intensity, in, their positive
length and breadth, what It difference! At such anguished seasons,
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it seems as though the very heavens were darkened with the
densest cloud. Not merely are they enshrouded with a gloom that
seems to portend something terrific, put as if absolute destruction
closely awaited one. The Psalmist knew somewhat of this when
he exclaimed, "Lord, why castest Thou off my soul? why hid.est
Thou Thy face from me? I am afflicted and ready to die from
my youth up: while I suffer Thy terrors I am distracted. . Thy
fierce wrath goeth over me; Thy terrors have cut me off" (Psa.
lxxxviii. 14-.,-16). Again, when he said, "Hear my prayer, 0
Lord, and let my cry come unto Thee. Hide not Thy face from
me in the day when I am in trouble; incline Thine ear unto me:
in the day when I call answer me speedily. For my days are
consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth" (Psa.
cii. 1-3). Furthermore, he declares, "The sorrows of death compassed me, and the Fains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble
and sorrow. Then called I upon the name of the Lord: 0 Lord; I
beseech Thee, deliver my soul." And who could be more familiar
with these dark and gloomy experiences than Jeremiah, who said,
"He hath led me, and brought me into darkness, but not into
light. Surely against me is He turned; He turneth His hand
against me all the day. He hath set me in dark places, as they
that be dead of old. He hath hedged me about, that I cannot
get out: He hath made my chain heavy. Also when I cry and
shout, He shutteth out my prayer"? (Lam. iii. 2, 3, 6, 7, 8.) These
things (as already stated) are easily read or recorded, but there is
that involved in the actual realization that cannot be expressed.
It must be felt in order to be uncle1'stoocl. But, upon the morning of
which I have spoken, such were my feelings in regard to my dear
friend. I only too well knew what his exercises long, long had been.
Intense anguish! unutterable distress! dreary, dark forebodings!
The pillow of the bed beside which I now bowed the knee had often
been wet with tears, in my midnight wrestlings on my poor friend's
behalf. Oh, how had I pleaded, and argued, and importuned, and
besought the Lord, on his account, that He would bring him forth
to the light-" out of the horrible pit and the miry clay." This He
had done (blessed be His name !), and we had sung the" new song
together," the Lord having" set his feet upon a rock, and established his goings." But now the Lord's hand was again upon
him, and that so heavily! It was, to all appearance, the close!
The time of his departure, it would seem, had arrived, and that
after all his woes and his weariness! Oh, then, for the peaceful
departure! the passively-placid surrender! the simple falling asleep
upon the bosom of Jesus! the willing response to the" Child,' c6me
home"! the precious practical answer to the, "Lord, now lettest
Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." This, this was the sum
and substance of my petitions upon that outwardly calm, peaceful,
2 G 2
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memorable morning; and then to think that within ten minutes
of those ardent requests being so offered, the Lord's dear servant
should "go in peace" !
Reader, the way to enter somewhat into this privileged and unspeakably-blessed position, is to try and realize it for yourself.
Suppose you were in the last stage of a long and most severelytrying illness, with respect to which neither you nor others could
be aware of what turn it might take, or what phase assume. Oh,
think of the- mercy, should your afHiction be such, as was the case
with my dear friend, that you should lose all consciousness, and
that you should lie for nearly a week, as he did, in that thoroughly
helpless and unconscious condition, and that, at length, you should
simply and peacefully and painlessly cease to breathe! No deathsweats-no struggles-no groans, nor cries, nor agonizing sensations, but a simple, gentle, childlike passing away! Oh, what a
mercy! how rioh a favour! how distinguishing a privilege!
Ah! how true (blessed be His name !)"Jesus can make a dying bed
Feel soft as downy pillows are;
Whilst on His breast I lean my head,
And breathe my life out sweetly there."]

"He shall go in peace!" "He shalt enter into peace!"
Should the reader happen to have by him our booklet entitled,
"Happy John; or, the Dying Policeman," 'it if he turns to it he will
find a desoription of Happy John's last moments. Upon one
side of the bed stood his elder son (then about seventeen years of
age); upon the other side stood the writer. I had long visited
and olosely watohed the case, and, most unusual for me, had
desired that I might be with the long-and-sorely-affiioted one in
his last moments. I had the impression that the olosing scene
would be remarkable. It was in the year 1864-. Here, in brief,
are my remembrances of it. I had been sent for, as .a change in
the patient was apparent. Upon entering the sick-chamber, I at
onoe reoognized the change, and saw he was quickly passing away.
Hence, before speaking to him, I bowed the knee, and oommitted
him to the Lord. After the short prayer, I asked him, " Are you
happy .2 " "Ne1'er so Itappy bp/ore," was his memorable reply; and
what a reply! In the very article of death-the rattles in his
throat too plain to leave a doubt as to his condition. After a
short pause, he exclaimed, "Finished! Oomplete! Blood! " Ah!
let men talk as they may in repudiation of the blood, I felt at
,the time, "Would. that such objeotors oould but witness this
scene!" During my visits from time to time, the dear Bufferer
(for he was an intense sufferer) so constantly referred to the blood!
• Publisbed by W. WILE:.lAN, Bouverie SLreet, Fleet Street; or
from the St. Luke's Printing School, Bedminster.
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tile blood! He would say, in regard to his suffering's, that he
hadn't had time to think of them, when he remembered what
JESUS had endured in his behalf. He would speak of "blood ill
the heart," in proof of the preoious power and blessedness that
had attended its personal applioation, and oleansing, healing virtue
when brought to bear upon the heart and oonsoienoe. After
a;nother pause, the dying man laid his hand upon his heart, and
exclaiming, "AU well!" simply, sweetly, most gently ceased to
breathe! It was so simple-so gentle-so entirely void of the
veriest approaoh to uneasiness or disoomfort, that I have often
thought the poet's language oould not apply to "Happy John's 'J
oase" One gentle sigh his fetters broke,
We scarce could say, •He's gone! '

I

Before his ransomed spirit took
Its mansion near the Throne."

The words would not apply, inasmuch as the "gentle sigh" was
lacking, There was not the semblance of sigh or groan. In fact,
I was at a loss to know whether the spirit had really Hed, and
therefore placed my watch before the mouth of the departed, to
ascertain whether he had drawn his last breath or not. There
was not the, slightest haze upon the glass, so that the ransomed
spirit had indeed gone to mingle with the redeemed and glorified.
Now, we have thought it somewhat remarkable, that what Mr.
WINDOW" had, with myself, witnessed by his father's dying bed, he
should again be the eye-witness of in the ease of our mutual
friend, the Rev. W. SAUNDERS, From him we learned the fact, that,
after all he had undergone for so many months, both mentally
and physically, when the end had really come, he simply ceased
to breathe. There was neither sigh nor groan, much less struggle.
"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of
that man is peace."
Reader, you will remember that in touching' recently upon this
precious portion, we most emphatically declared, that the perfection
or uprightness was in Christ, or of Christ, and not in the leastwise
inherently, or by birth or from the creature. Oh, no, no! a
thousand times no! These" perfect" or "upright" ones are by
nature ruined and destitute-guilty and filthy-lost and undoneeven as other men. "There i" none righteous, no, not one."
All such as are made perfect or righteous, through the bloodshedding and comeliness of their great and gracious Substitute and
Surety, will only, be too willing to adopt the poet's words" He saw me ruined in the fall,
I He saved :me from my lost estate,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all; I His loving-kindness, oh, how great!"
• It was to him we referred just now, as standing a youth by his father's dyiui
bed in the year 1864.-ED,
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Yes, and such, -moreover, with equal 'Zest will'sing"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousneRs
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flamin~ worlds,' in these .arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.':

lIe shall not only ",go in peace," but "enter into peace "! We
have already touched upon what this peace is. We say "touohed
upon it," and this is the utmost we can do, for it is a state, not
merely indescribable, but perfectly inconceivable. Well has the
Apostle said, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it
entered into the heart of man to conceive of the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him." The very faintest
ideas of this peace may be gathered from the satisfaction experienced by the long and weary voyager upon the mighty deep,
when the' storm ceases and the sea drops, or the ship rounds the
headland, and, reaches smooth water. What a change from· the
billows'· roar, or theroHing and pitching of the frail barque, for
the-mostperf€ct calm and the delicious smoothness! Or, what
must be the sensation of either soldier or sailor, when the order
., Cease 'firing" is heard, or the signal has been given at the masthead that the engagement is at an end? What a change from the
battle's din, the -cannon's roar, the olashing of arms, the shouting,
screatning,'a.goni~ing cries, to. the most perfect silence! .What a
contrast! How mtense the dIfference! But what comparIson can
such· bear to the change realized by So dear child of God who,
possibly, has been called to wage a ceaseless warfare with theworld, the flesh, and the devil, for not months merely, but for
eveny-ears and years! Such have known what real conflict iswhat· the disputing of every inch of ground has been, upon the
part of the great adversary. And now for all this, at length, for
ever and ever to end, and the subject of such ceaseless warfare ·and
apparently endless conflict, not merely to "go in peace," but to
"enter;;jnto' peace"-that blessed peace which never can be
disturbed or .broken.
.
If, .after -'aH the conflict and the tumult~the buffetings and the
browbeatings..:-the wilderness scenes and the wilderness sorrowsthe Gethsemane anguish and the Calvary gloom, Jesus at length
aplleared 8S a risen Saviour, and said to' His wondering disciples,
"Peace be unto you," and that down here in this vale of tears,
with the residue of the time-state still to be encountered, and death
(and that in its most agonizing form) to be met-what must. that
peace be which follows the sin, the..misery, the conflict, the inward
and outward strife of the wilderness, and the death which clos6s
the-scene, and that glorious peace, that holy and uninterrupted
<llilin, -that sacred rest, that divine repose, that bosom-love, which
is inseparable and everlasting, in the immediate presence of the
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Eternal Three, with a number that no man oan number of the
spirits of just men made perfect, and an innumerable company
of angels that have never sinned! Oh, what-what-what must
that peace be? Not merely, moreover, to those just glanced at as
having long borne the burden and heat of the day, in life's dark and
dread conflicts, but with those also who, in various other respects,
have known what sorrow and suffering is, whose condition Job
has, aptly expressed when he says, "So am I made to possess
months of, vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me.
When I lie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night. be
gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of
the day" (Job vii. 3, 4). Ah! what a peace and what a rest will
that be, when the sympathizing High Priest, the dear Elder
Brother, says, "Thou hast compassed this mount long enough;
come up higher"! Hail, hail, happy day! And with respect to
the eternal cessation from sin, in the consideration of this unspeakably happy state of things, well might the poet say"There shall I see His face,
And never, never sin;
There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

What peace ! We are persuaded that the longer the tarry here,
the more severe the discipline, and the more intense the buffetings
Of the great adversary, the more striking will be the contrast of
the peace' into which· such poor' worried, weary ones will eI;lter.
Their very' weariness' and exhaustion may,' for a time as it were,
hide from them the prospect that awaits them, and which, in the
earlier stages of' their experience, used to present itself in such
glowing colours. Oh, how they then longed to realize, in all its
fulness and blessedness, that of which they at least occasionally
had a passing glimpse. What a vividness and what a power and
what a reality there was about even those merely momentary
glimpses, when their souls were caught up on high-when they
had a glance within the veil-when, Paul like, thlilY were caught
up' into the third heaven-where, by precious faith, they were
indulged with a momentary glance of the King in His beauty,
and of the land which is very far off. Many years may have
passed away since-perhaps forty, 'fifty, sixty--yet neither the
scenes nor the sensations have been forgotten. Whatever the
after-experiences, however numerous the dangers or dense the darkness, still there is a remembrance that nought could erase. If
such be the case, in spite of all that has been encountered in the
subsequent leadings and dealings, oh, what will be-what must
be-t!J.e full and final reality? What that peace~that rest-that
'satisfaction, upon which the disembodied spirit shall enter, and of
:'Which it will be the participant through all the blissful ages of a.
never-ending eternity?
" ,
.:.
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Reader, bear with us whilst we pause for, a moment to ask the
important question, Are you antioipating this unspeakably blessed·
and satisfaotory state of things? Is sin a burden to you? Do
you know anything of daily oonfliot, or are you the subjeot of
self-satisfaotion, pleased with your daily routine of duty and socalled religious observanoes in this and that partioular? Do you
know anything personally and experimentally of Paul's experienoe,
as expressed in the. seventh ohapter of Romans, that, "the good
you would Yl?U do not, and the evil you would not that you do " ?
Do you know what it is to say"Oh, when will God my joy complete,
And m&ke an end of sin P
When shall I walk the land, and meet
No Canaanite therein P"

Reader, just in proportion as you are the subjeot of these
exeroises, will you estimate the high and distinguishing privilege
of "entering· into peace," and being made the joyous partaker of
"that rest that remaineth for the people of God," and well, in
the glorious anticipation thereof, may you say"Oh, glorious hour! oh, blessed abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor flesh nor sin shall more control
The sacred pleasures of the soul."

But further, we read, "the!! shall 1'est ill their beds." This
must refer to the rest of the body in the grave. Speaking of His
mystio body, the Church, Christ, the glorious Head, says, "My
flesh shall rest in hope." His mystic members shall return to the
dust of which it is oomposed; and, although mouldered there, and
soattered, it may be, to the four winds of heaven, yet it shall
remain in perfect safety till the morning of the resurrection, and
then, at the sound of the trumpet, shall reunite particle to particle,
bone to his bone, and rise in the image of Him who first oreated
and then redeemed it for His own special praise and His own
eternal glory. Yes, it is a "resting in hope" indeed. Not the
spirit, for that hath already" returned to Him who gave it"; but
simply the body shall be consigned to what has been well oalled
the ., robing ohamber," there to " rest in hope," and abide the archangel's 011.11. Well did Dr. WATTS long since sing"My flesh shall slumber in the ground
Till the last trumpet's joyful sound,
Then burst its bonds with sweet surprise,
And in my Saviour's image rise."

Reader, in spite of the ten thousand fears and numberless
exercises of which you may be the subject, are there not times
and· seasons, however brief, when there is at least a little heartglow in the prospect of the personal realization of these glorious
verities? Perhaps you will say, "Well, I thought so once; or, I
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hoped I knew something of the secret of these supernatural things;
but, alas! if they were real, they are now either obscured, or seem
to have died out, for I am either so absorbed or engrossed about
the perishing objects of time and sense (vain and unsatisfactory
as they are), or else the frailty and infirmities of my poor faltering
and failing flesh divert me from the hope lance had in Him,
who lance thought was 'all my salvation and all my desire.'''
Well, beloved, the mercy is, that whatever may be Ott?' changes,
He changes .not, for" He is the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever;" "He rests in His love," and "hates to put away."
"Unchangeable His lov",
Though fickle be my frame;
His lOVIng heart is still
Immutably the same.
Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then JESUS is for ever mine."

Sure we are that you cannot deny the fact, whatever your
depression or self-dissatisfaction may be, that you are still "loolcin,fJ
to Jesus." "What!" say you, "with this cold, lifeless, wretched
heart of mine?" Yes, we maintain that you are still "looking
unto JeSUB." Have you any other hope? Are you in the leastwise shaken upon the great and glorious principle, that "There
is none other name under heave.n given among men, whereby
you can be saved," but Jesus only? Have you not long since
c9meto this conclusion, "I will go in before the King, which is
not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish"? Are you
in the leastwise disposed to look to any other refuge or source of
help? Are you not thoroughly satisfied that all else would fail,
and prove refuges of lies? Then you are as much "looking unto
Jesus," as if you could gaze upon His loving face, and exclaim" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport a.nd my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust."

Blessed be His name, "although we believe not, He abideth
faithful: He cannot deny Himself."
Further, this passage states, "each one walking ill his uprightness." Now, were there no other Scripture to confute the idea
of the soul or spirit sleeping in the grave, as well as the poor
mouldering body, this one text ought to suffice to prove its fallacy.
Mark the language, "walking in his ttprightness." Walking (present
time), not shall walk hereafter, or at the time of the resurrection.
Again, in regard to the uprightness, or purity, or perfection,
whether it refers to the Person of Ohrist, as the Ohurch's everliving and glorious Head, or to the redeemed and glorified themselves, their uprightness or perfection is derived and imparted.
They are perfect in His perfection, comely in His comeliness, there
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even as here. They" shall walk with Rim in white, for they are
worthy.;" made worthy'in Ris worthiness,' as well as pure in His
purity, and comely inRis comeliness. Ah! what a walking and
what a talking that !They shall see Him as Re is, and be like
Him; for, says the Apostle John, "Beloved, now are we the sons
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we
shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2). "And one of the elders
answered, saying' unto me, What are these which are arrayed in
white robes? and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir,
thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before
the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in Ris temple:
and Re that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne -shall feed them, and shall lead them unto
living. fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears
fromtlieir eyes" {Rev. vii. 13-17).
THE EDITOR.

WISDOM.
" Wisdo?n is the principal thing; thel'efore get wisdom: .and with all thy
getting get understanding."-PROVERBS iv. 7.
·SWEET·Wisdom is the best
Of blessings God hath given;
She ,points the ·way to endless rest,
_" At God's right hand in heaven.
Gold in the furnace tried,
Nor rubies rich and rare,
Nor pearls that deck the regal
bride,
With Wisdom can compare.
Sbeis a mine of wealth;
An ornament of grace;
A fountain of immortal health,
To all who seek her face.
She is thy sure defence,
Life's weary warfare through;
She only is thy confidence,
, Thy robe of beauty too.
Clad in this glorious dress,
How spotless shall I be !
Wisdom, and power, and righteousness,
I find, my Christ, in Thee.
ScarbO?·ough.

Thy blood, so freely spilt,
Hath set my soul at large;
Hath cancelled all my ( bpundless
guilt,
.
And given a full discharge.
Through many a gloomy day,
Thy hand hath led me on;
And Thou wilt be my strength and
.' stay,
Until the crown be .won.
I would Thy name confess,
Till this poor life shall cease:
Thy ways are ways of pleasantness,
And all Thy paths are peace.
I'll praise Thee while I live;
I'll bless Thee when I die;
For every gift Thy hand can give,
In Thee, dear Lord, have I.
And when I see Thy face,
My happy, blood-washed soul
Shall sing the song of sovereign grace,
While endless ages roll.
..
W. S.· ROBINSON.
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DON'T BE AFRAID OF THE SICKLE.
"And JeS1tS said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast
seed into the ground,' and should sleep, and rise, night and day, and the seed
should spring and grow up, he knoweth. not how. For the earth lJringeth
forth fruit of herself >" first the blade, then the. ea1', afte1' that the full corn
in the ear. - But when the fruit is brought fm·th, immediately he putteth
the sickle, because the harvest is .come."-MARK iv. 26-29.

m

"AND deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime
subject to bondage." Ah! that is the case with many of the Lord's
family-they live year after year in this painful bondage; in the face,
too,; of the work of Christ for them, who, "through death, destroyed
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil."
Well; it is laid upon the writer's heart to try, by the Spirit's help,
to pen words of comfort for these bondage ones. May God hear our
prayer, and give us the desire of our heart at this time. We believe
our precious portion given us will show us that we have no need to
be afraid of the time when the Lord of the harvest will, in our case,
"put in the sickle."

The Apostle James has been well called" the practical preacher," and
is said to have been the first Bishop of Jerusalem. Certainly his
words are wise and weighty, and often accompanied by important
warnings. ,For jnstance, towards the close of his. Epistle he asks this
solemn question, "What is your life 1" And then, referring to the
natural life, he adds, "It is even as a vapour, that appeareth for a
little time, and then vanisheth away." Now, we purpose, by the
Spirit's help, to make this inquiry the key 'of our meditation together,
beloved, at this time. "What is your life 1" Is it that which abideth,
or that which is transient as the vapour 1 Lord, bring out of such an
inquiry confusion to the ungodly and comfort to Thine own.
Now, in order to be clear, we will think ofI. Natural life.
11. Spiritual life, and its development: "First the blade, then the
ear."
III.Eternal and everlasting life, the fruition of grace: "The full
corn in -the ear."

Thus shall we bring out the germ, growth, and glory of the hidden
life: .
I. We think of natural life-its beginning; its brevity; yet its being.
(1.) Its beginning. Here we must at once go back to the doctrine
of the fall and its consequences. We are told that, when the child is
born, it is born with some inherent good, and what will be necessary
will be education and' training, which will bring it into a pious
course ,and preparation for heaven. God forbid we should cast the
~east imputation upon godly parents training up their children "in
the fear' and admonition of the Lord"! This does again and again
result in blessing. But, with all the teaching and training, is it not
evident enough that, as far as inherent good is concerned, the Bible,
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in its teaching, is dead against such a proposition 1 and every-day
experience shows us what the Word tells us -that man is "born in sin
and shapen in iniquity" ; is corrupt and perverse in all his ways; that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart is evil continuallythat he cannot receive the things of God-nay, is decidedly opposcd
to them. The fact is, the fall brought "death into the world, and all
our woe," so that, with regard to life's beginning, every mother's pangs,
and the multiplied sorrows of child-birth, are traceable to the fall of our
first parents. And then(2.)" With regard to the brevity of life. The Scriptures abound in
striking illustrations of this. It is compared to "the eagle" leaving its
nest on the top of the rock, and hastening to its prey; to "water
spilt on the ground," which the earth sucks up in a moment; to "a
weaver's shuttle," which passes rapidly from side to side of the weaver's
loom; to ., the s'l.oift ship," which comes up from the distant horizon,
passes in full sail before us, and soon fades away in a distant mist;
to "a pilgrimage," in. which the traveller is but a tent-bearer-this is
not his rest; to "the grass of the field," which to-day is, and to-morrow
is cast into the oven; and to ,. a vapour, which appeareth but for a
little, and then vanisheth away." And the only deduction which is
forc<:)d upon us 1)y such illustrations of the brevity of life must beOh, then, the utter folly of living only for time, and not for eternity!
Th~nk God, who has taught us that there is another life, a hidden
life, a life that abideth for ever. And this brings us, first, to a thought
or two upon(3.) The being of life. The soul is immm"tal. For, whilEl we speak of
the brevity of the human liffl, men commit a fatal error, the device of
Satan, when they shelter themselves under the idea of annihilationthat when we have done with the transitory life, there is an end of
us. Oh, no! There are two states of existence-the one temporal
and the other eternal. Ineffable, interminable bliss is promised to
those who are faithful unto death; while "indignation, and wrath,
tribulation and anguish," are represented as the eternal doom of every
soul that doeth evil. "Then the King will say to them on His right
hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world. . . . Then shall He say
also unto them on His left hand, Depart from Me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. . . . And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternaL"
But only this, with regard to the being of life, in passing. The
Lord's people believe and accept these truths. We are anxious to
pass on to the contemplation of that spiritual life they realize and
enjoy, and which our precious portion describes as "first the blade,
then the ear, then the full corn in the ear."
"First the blade." And at once we assert, fo be fruit there must be
root. Where shall we look for the root 1 In the natural world, as
o~r passage says, "the earth bringeth it forth of itself." Of course
that means, after the Lord of creation has made the earth and
prepared it for the seed. So must we, with regard to spiritual life,
!ook to our spiritual Creator of that life; and all in connection there-
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with is according to divine purpose, plan, and power. Here' would
open out before us the covenant of grace, "ordered in all things and
sure," in which we should see, first, the root of all the f1'uit that is
brought forth by and unto God.
But we want to come to "first the blade." And can it be possible
that men 'can be so blind as to assert that spiritual.life is obtained at
the baptismal font, and that those who teach that spiritual life takes
place at conversion know nothing of what spiritual life is 1 Such, how~
ever, is the assertion of modern theology, and is being put forth in
these days with marked enforcement. How absurd! spiritual life at
the baptismal font, when certainly ninety-nine out of every hundred so
baptized give no after-evidence of spiritual life at all, and show plainly
enough that they were "born in sin and shapen in iniquity"! We are
far from being against God-fearing parents dedicating their children to
God, with the prayer and hope that they may give evidence of their
being children of God; but it is most certainly clear enough that even
the children of godly parents, 8.S well as ungodly, give abundant proof
that spiritual lite was not obtained at the baptismal font. We have
but to exercise our common sense to give the lie to such a Popish
error.
Well, then, "first the blade." How is it brought about and developed 1 At once our Lord answers the inquiry without a shadow
of a doubt. To Nicodemus, the ruler of the Jews, He said, "Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God," afterwards showing, by divine illustration, that
this birth, this life, is alone the work and power of the Holy Spirit.
To be the blade, then, there must be the hidden life, which life is of
God, and cometh alone in the way referred to. Now, as to its development, mark that splendid assertion of our Lord, "All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that cometh unto Me I will
in no wise cast out." See the divine orderI. The Father's gift.
H. The Son's "shall come."
Ill. The power oj the Holy Ghost.
IV. The everlasting security of all God's "shall comes."
We must not enlarge, but just a word or two upon each.
The Father's gift-" All that the Father giveth Me." Yes; and, as we
often assert, everything connected with the eternal salvation of our
souls is, and must be, a matter of gift. "I give unto them," said the
dear Lord, "eternal life, and they shall never perish," &c. And all the
flowings forth of that eternal life are matters of gift-righteousness,
sanctification, faith, hope, peace; yea, everything.
Then the Father's gift are the Son's" shall comes." This is the" Come,
come," we love; not the creature coming at the persuasion of mortal
man, which ends in a doubtful standing and creature doings, but the
covenant "shall come" of the Co-equal with the Father, which means
no going back, although there may be falls by the way~many, very
many-and fears and faintings too. But' the Lord's'" shall comes,"
"made willing in the day of His power," are put in It way-yea, in the
way-out of which they never' shall be cast; for see,the power of
the Holy Ghost is called, as it were; into requisition in the security.
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The Father's gift and the Son's "shall comes" shall "in 'iW wise be
cast out," for the Holy Spirit will "keep the feet of His saints" to the
end. Oh, I call this a splendid passage-one of the most precious in
God's Word! Drink into it, beloved; learn it in heartfelt experience,
every word of it; spell it over and over and over again. " .All!" not
one left out; not the weakest and least left to perish by the way.
" All "-'-God's" all "-," that the Father g£veth Me," in covenant, in
choice, in redemption, "shall come to Me." Nothing can hold them;
no, not all the powers of darkness. At the appointed time they, one
.and all, shall. come unto Me-shall believe in Me-shall be brought into
the fold of Christ, and not one shall be left to perish by the way.
"Let God be true, and every man a liar." Such spell£ng divinity may
be very simple, but, to my mind, it is very precious; and I believe,
the mote we keep to the truth of God in its simplicity, and the less
we lean to the sentiments and opinions of men, the more peace and
comfort we shall get in our own souls.
But now, further, with regard to "first the blade, then the em'." I
think, dear reader, you will be encouraged and comforted by evidences
of it; because I know it may be said, and is said, " Yes, such truths as
you rejoice in are very precious, but the weak point with me is, Am I
interested in them 7 Am lone of God's elect 7 Is it really with me 'first
the blade'? for there is so much that nips and blights, that, whereas I
thought I knew something of these things, I fear, at other times,
whether it is not all a delusion with me." Beloved reader, I am glad
you take. no presumptuous standing; it will the better prepare you for
evidences which I desire, by God's help, to give you. They shall be
all simple and Scriptural, for this only is safe ground. And the evidence of spiritual life I would mention isFirst, "Behold, he prayeth," Depend upon it, God has no still-born
children in His family; there will always be the life and the cry, the
cry proving that there is life. You know well how this was the case
with Saul of Tarsus, after he was stricken to the earth on his way to
Damascus. "And the Lord said unto Ananias, Arise, and go into the
street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for
one called Saul, of Tarsus.; for, behold, he prayeth." Well might Ananias
be surprised-yea, amazed-and refer to the evil he had done unto the
Lord's saints at Jerusalem. Ah! well, the Lord's grace and mercy overlaps all this. " Go' thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me"; and,
because chosen, "Behold, he pr(j,?J6th."
Dear friend, have you been brought on your knees before God, in
contrition of heart and nothingness of spirit 7 Have you said, "I will
arise and go to my Father, and will say unto Him, Father, I have
sinned against Heaven and before Thee, and am no more worthy to be
called Thy son" 7 Have you cried, "Enter not into judgment with
Thy servant, for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified "7 No,
they cannot in self be justified. The Lord did not justify Saul for the
evil that he had done. But here is the secret : Jesus dip-d "the Just
for the unjust,'" that He might bring many sons and daughters to
Himself; and if you are among His praying ones and crying ones, you
are a son or .a daughter, whom He has thus brought out of darkness
into marvellous light; "First the blade," for "Behold, he prayeth."
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Take another evidence, dear reader, namely, true repentance before (loiJ
and faith in the Lorl], Jesus Christ. This is Scriptural and certain. There
will always be deep contrition of heart when the work is real. " God,
be merciful unto me, a sinne1' I" It may be this is all you can say, but
such a saying is a great all, when really felt. Some, however, have a
deep law-work to go through. It is years before they can get released
from the violence and demand of that law, which takes a man by the
throat and says, "Pay me what thou owest;" and it is only when they
are given a measure of the other part of our Scriptural couplet that
they get relief and comfort-faith in the Lord Jesus Ohrist, faith to
see Him as all our salvat'ion, the Law-Fulfiller for righteousness' sakedone all-and He is ours. It is very simple, but very sure. Never
mind if you cannot say much. God give you faith. I have known the
Lord for upwards of fifty years; it is quite that since it was with me,
" first the Dlade," but those lines are to me as precious and experimental
as ever"Those feeble desires and wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids you still seek;
His Spirit will cherish the life He first gave;
You never shall perish while Jesus can sa,ve."

And why 1 Because, "first the blade, then the ear, then the full com
in the ear."
Another Scriptural evidence of spiritual life is a growing distaste fm'
the world and its pleasures. Mark, we say gr'owing, for this will not
come all at once; and, even if the world is renounced· in the early days,
and that, too, with much zeal, the old nature remaining, a love for it
will return ofttimes, and sharp training, if not judgments, will be
necessary to crucify the world to the Ohristian and the Ohristian to
the world, and the spirit of the world will be retained by some who
have advanced far on the way to Zion. We see it again and again,
and are, therefore, not speculating upon the subject. The fact is, the
work of grace will be needful in uncoiling work. See how strikingly
this was the case with the woman of Samaria. Mark, first, how she
was hedged up in the prejudice of nationality. "How is it that Thou,
being a Jew," she said to our Lord, "askest' drink of me, who am a
woman of Samaria ~ for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.
Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and
who it is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink; thou wouldest have
asked of Him, and He would have given thee living water." Now
mark, further, how she was coiled up in the prejudice of carnal reason.
"Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; from
whence then hast Thou that living water 1" And she can see nothing
further than Jacob's well, and has yet to learn Jesns' blessing. "Ah!"
said our Lord, "whosoever drinketh of this water [from an earthly
source] shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water. that I
shall give him· shall never thirst; . . . . for it shall be in him a well
of water springing up into everlasting life." Now, although the woman
seem's to crave this water, more unwinding is necessary,Jor she is hedged
up under the power of Satan and sin. "Go, call thy husband." She
!!,cknowledges her cguilt and immorality, but again parleyi~g with her
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conscience, she tries to ward off oui'Lord's blow by referring to worship.
" Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem
is the place where men ought to worship." " Oh, woman, the hour
cometh when in neither place shall ye worship. Ye worship ye know
not what: true worshippers worship the Father in spirit and in truth."
A little more unwinding is necessary. "The woman saith unto Him,
I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when He is come,
He will tell us all things." The next reply, being fraught with 1'evelation,
breaks the spell, and completes the uncoiling. " Jesus saith unto her,
I that speak: unto thee am He." Then she leaves her earthly things,
and rushes to neighbours and friends to tell ,them the Gospel news:
" Come, see a Man that told me all things that ever I did: is not this
THE CHRIST 1"

Another Scriptural evidence we would name is that of temptation and
conflict. "First the blade." Yes, but that blade will be subject to the
east wind of cruel temptation, and the conflict of abounding evils,
that would nip it in the bud if they could, b'.lt they cannot. God is the
Preserver and Protector of His own tender blade, and nothing shall
really harm it.
And mark this fact, dear reader-Satan never assaults his own. Why
should he 1 They are fast in his power, and to soothe and allay
them in their fatal security is his policy; but it is the children
of the kingdom of grace and glory that he will not let alone. But in
spite of all his attempts to destroy" first the blade," he never can, for
God's linking is, "then the ear, and then the full corn in the ear."
And then another proof of being put in Zion's way is, such will
become despised by the world. Wonder not at this. Are we not
followers of Jesus, and in His going before, was He not the despised
Nazarene 1 Oh, beloved, it is an honour to be found following in the
footprints of the despised Nazarene !
One more evidence we must give (many might be added), and that
is, love. Love begets love. Christ assures us He has "loved us with
an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness hath He drawn us"
-His own" shall comes," as we have seen. Well, this will engender
love to that Saviour who has done so much for us, and "Oh,to
love Him more! ". will be the genuine cry of the heart. "Lord, Thou
knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee." And, if we love
the Master, we shall be drawn into bonds of endearment with His
followers. "By this we know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren "-are happy in telling to them all
about Jesus, and are happy in receiving from them tellings of their
hearts' experience concerning Him.
Well, without enlarging or giving further proof of "first the blade,"
these will suffice to bring comfort to the soul. "Behold, he prayeth."
Behold, he is brought unto true repentance of soul before God and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Behold, he has plunged into the
battle of temptation and conflict. -Behold, the world hates him as it
hated his Master before him; and behold, in spite of all, he loves
Jesus, and Jesus' companions he calls his brethren and sisters, beloved
in the Lord.
Now, I am quite 'aware, in enumerating such Scriptu:-al evidences,
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some dear servants of the Lord think such a line of' things quite
unnecessary. They know that they" have seen, and tasted, and handled"
the good things of eternal life, and what Christian evidences do they
require ~ Well, we are not all framed alike, and I find many of t.he
Lord's dear fearful and timid ones who do want the assurance of such
proofs of life divine in their souls. . At all events, the writer has to
take his place besid" the tried prisoner of whom our Lord sain to His
disciples, "Go and tell John again these things"; and, in the going
over and yet over again these t.hings, I find comfort received into
my own soul, and comfort given to others, who are not so strong in
faith and assurance as those dear Christian brethren referred to. I
once heard an "evangelist" say, "I do not believe in that hymn you
often sing"'Tis a point I long to knowOft it causes anxious thoughtDo I love the Lord or no?
Am I His or am I not?"
adding, "Why, you know whether you love the Lord or no! Why,
then, are you praying to know it 1" But, for one, I cannot go with the
speaker. True, we can say, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou
knowest that I love Thee"; still, with a misgiving heart and a trying
tempter, we want, I think, reassuring.';;' It does us good to spell over
our evidences, and to be told again of things spiritual, even if in
younger experience we have learned them. While we write, one dear
to us has remarked, "Through not having been to Germany and
France for some years, I am losing all my knowledge of German and
French, and I feel I must travel to get up in the languages."
So I
find it spiritually.. If we would get up in the language of the children
of God, we do well to go over and over again our lessons of evidences,
and in such going over we gain, I think, strength, satisfaction, and
solace. With such experience, then, we ffel there is no need of an
apology for tracing out proof;; of' grace-beginnings, which testify that
there is with us, through the regeneration of the Holy Ghost, "first
the blade."
'rVe pass on now to the development of this hidden life-" then the
~ar." Yes, it is a hidden life.
What a significant and sweet passage
that is to the point in Job xxviii. 7, "There is a path which no fowl
knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen." The signification of the "fowl" here is that of "the mpid mover"; and what an
emblem this of the world and worldlings! Rapid movers-all upon the
rush, bent upon earthly gain or pleasure; and this age especially is one
of excitement and unrest·. But with all this, in the rapid flight through
time to eternity, the world sees not, and knows nothing of, the
"hidden path" of the child of God-the path of grace, peace, mercy,
and love. It is a path that "no fowl knoweth." And then the remainder of the passage is, to my mind, equally significant: "and which
the vulture's eye hath not seen." The keen and searching sight, even
.. Ah! indeed we do, especially when we cODsider the distrust and ingratitnde
of which we are the mbjects, after all the Lord has been and what He has done
for US.-ED• .
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of science and natural intelligence, cannot see that "hidden path"
without the spiritual opening of the eyes to discern spiritual things.
And then we may note, the characteristic of the vulture is to follow
that which is either dead or dying. So with the unregenerate; they
follow and scent out things, but they are dead and dying things. The
child of God, in pursuing the "hidden path," is scenting out living
things, attaining to life more abundantly. "My soullongeth, yea, even
fainteth for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh crieth out
for the living God." "The living, the living, he shall praise Thee, as
I do this day." Oh, what a mercy to be in the pathway, hidden from
the world, but not hidden from God; for He hath made it, and appointed everything that appertains to it.
And this brings us to think more especially of the development of
spiritual life. "Then the ear." Now, beloved, is this development
a matter of "progressive sanctification"? I unhesitatingly respond,
No, it is not. I cannot find such a doctrine in my Bible; and he
who professes to have got into the pathway of creature holiness and
perfection is a mistaken man, in a very slippery place. And I would
ask Christians who know themselves and their God-Christians of
twenty, or even forty or more years-this question, and I am pretty
sure of the answer: Do you find your hearts better now than they
were when you first realized the' dawnings of divine grace within ~
The answer would be, "Oh, no-indeed no! If anything, the other
way-worse and worse." You, then, feel with the writer, that his first
cry will be his last cry, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" But
while we cannot feel that we can claim anything like "progressive
sanctification," we can rejoice in growth in gmce, which is a totally different
thing, and is all of God the Spirit, and not the creature.
"First the blade, then the ear."
Just a few thoughts, dear reader,
upon such growth and its manifestation; and to be clearFirst, as we "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ," theff\ will be a matured and 1ipening experience.
Sin, which was known and felt formerly in its guilt, will now be felt
in its power, even "the exceeding sinfulness of sin"; which, as the
sunlight of revealed truth shines into the soul, will be discovered in
its uncleanness and treachery more and more. This will take the loud
talk and presumption of early days out of us, and bring us to sobermindedness and silence as before the Lord and our fellow-creatures.
Hezekiah tells us how he used to say this and say the other, reckoning things that never came to pass, and talking like a crane and a
swallow. And so it is with us; but later experience brings us more
to desire to learn what the Lord says-what He reckons is best for
us-g,nd to know no will but His. And this growth will bring us not
merely to self-silence, but to much secret communion with Jesus. We
shall desire to get away from creature company and creature things,
and to be found much alone with God. How much the Master did
this during His earthly career! We but follow in His footsteps. Our
best moments are when Jesus is the only Companion of our souls.
Do you go with us, dear reader, here ~
But further, this growth will be marked by a mellowness and meekness
of spirit, and that, too, in spite of natural temperament. Not that
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the old nature will never give proof of remaining still within us. No
indeed j we shall still have plenty of struggles with that tiresome foe,
self, and especially righteous self. Still," the stronger man armed"
is within; and, although the old man is there still, he shall be kept
down, quieted and silenced again and again. Very often the Lord,
knowing the obstinacy of our self-will and our natural tone and
temperament, deems it necessary to subject His children to severe
discipline; and it is on the couch of suffering and pain of body
lessons are learned that would not be learned when all was comfort
and ease. 'Thus does grace bring us to learn this lesson" That all is right that seems most wrong,
If it be His sweet will."
Another feature of this growth in grace will be, the earnest desire
to magnify Christ, and the detestation of everything that tends to
dishonour Him. It is this that makes us oppose things introduced
into the worship, in these days, which stand between Christ and our
souls. We want "nothing between." To" know Him, and the power
of His resurrection," is our uppermost desire. "Ye have sinned
against the Lord your God," said Moses to Aaron and the people,
"in that ye have made you a molten calf." And so wroth was the
Lord with Aaron, that He would have destroyed him but for the
ea;rnest pleading of Moses on his behalf, who took the calf which they
had made, burnt it with fire, and stamped it into dust, and cast the
dust thereof into the brook that descended out of the mount. Oh
that some Moses would arise now, rebuke the so-called priests of the
day, and burn with fire the abominations that are set up in God's
stead, and stand between sinner and Saviour, stamping them ont and
casting them to the winds, that our worship may be delivered of
unsanctified helps, and God be worshipped" in spirit and in truth" !
Another feature of the growing life of grace we must mention is,
meditation upon the Word of God. Other books may be well in their
place, but the Book of books will become increasingly dear to us, and
a saving knowledge of the essential truths of the Bible will be coveted.
Or, if we cannot attain to much power of reasoning upon them to our
fellow-creatures, there will yet be the spiritual and inward apprehensiOil
of the complete suitableness and sufficiency of Christ; and a simple
lesson, perhaps, of early days will be increasingly pregnant with divine
power and truth to us" None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinnerB good."
And then, as eternity nears and the shades of life come over us, there
will be this feature of growth in grace-a mistrust of the world. Its
emptiness and hollowness will be felt. What can it give us for eternity 7
Nothing. It is a cheat, that often robs soul and body. "Vanity cf
vanities, all is vanity, saith the Preacher" concerning it, and said truly.
It was with him the lesson of matured experience.
One more feature of this grace-development I must mention, and
which will bring us to·" the full corn in the ear," is, a meetening and
2 H 2

468

The Gospel Magazine.

moulding for gZory. I have often been struck with the quiet and marked
tone and conversation of some known to me, who have seemed at the
time to half live in heaven. Why is this ~ Just because it has turned
out that they are really at the border of· the land. Of a beloved
brother in the flesh and spirit I used to think, "How sweetly led
and taught!" and yet only in mid-life apparently. How was it ~ Oh,
it was because it was the end of life with him. The Lord took him
to Himself, and He had been preparing him for the kingdom. Although
reaching no great age, it was the appointed time. He had run the
Lord's cours·e, in the fulfilment of His grace-work concerning him"First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear."
And now a few thoughts-and they must be few-upon" the full
corn in the eaT." The precious grain-precious to the Lord-has now
become ripened on the stalk, and the stalk bends under its weight.
None can destroy it. Changes it has passed through; tall treeH of
profession have been stripped around it; dark clouds have concealed
the sun from it for a time, and felt joys have given place to inward
sorrow and grief. Tempests have shaken it, and trials wounded it;
but it has, by grace, stood all, because it is a vitality which the Lord
J ehovah Himself has plan ted and preserved.
But the harvest draweth nigh-the corn in the ear is heavy with
maturity-it waves in its weight. It seems to sicken of earth, and to
be ready. Ah! is it not so, beloved, that sometimes the overwhelming
cares of this tiresome world make us long for home ~ But, beloved, we
need faith to keep down fretfulness; the Lord's time is the best time.
But there is no wrong in our contemplating the joyous completion of
thfl work of grace within with bright anticipation. The Apostle Paul
did so when he uttered those memorable words, "I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love His appearing." "To be with
Him where He is." Ah! what must it be to be there ~ The climax!
the completion! the crowning! In the thought of it we can but
joyously sing"Then I shall share a glorious part,
When gmce hath well relined my heart;
And every power find sweet employ
In that eternal world of joy."
And wby ~ Because," first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn
in the ear."
One thought more, which we draw from the twenty-ninth verse of
our portion at this time: "But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately He putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come." . Mark!
He may put in the sickle to "cnt down," but never to "cast off." No,
He ., putteth in the sickle" to cut down and caTl'y home. Here's the
mercy.
His own work has, cost Him too much not to preserve it.
"Ye are bought with a price," even the price of· the dear Redeemer's
blood. Hence the life within, and completion of the Holy Spirit's
work. "First the blade "-the production of His power; then the
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development in "the ear "-nurtured, cherished, watered, and kept;
"then the full corn in the ear." He who hath begun the good work
in your soul and mine, beloved, will complete it. Then, immediately,
at the time appointed, He "putteth in the sickle," to take His own to
Himsel~
.
With such facts before US, beloved, may the Lord abundantly bless
you, and may you remember and profit by our Gospel admonition-

DON'T

BE AFRAID

OF THE

SICKLE.

B urton-on-Trent.

G. C.
"THIS SAME JESUS."
(ACTS

i. 11;

REVELATI02if

xxii. 20.)

"THIS same Jesus"- He who came
To this world of sin and shame,
In the fashion, sweet and mild,
Of a little guileless child;
He who laid His infant head
In the lowly manger-bed,
Shall return-the truth is plainSoon shall come to earth again.

" This same Jesus," who did groan
In the olive garden lone,
Who outpoured His precious blood
On the awful, torturing rood;
He who by within the gloom
Of the silent, rocky tomb,
To redeem our souls from pain,
Soon shall come to earth again.

"This same Jesus "-He who toiled,
Wept, and prayed for souls defiled,
Patiently and meekly bore
Sinners' contradictions sore;
He who gave the blind eyes sight,
Called the dead to life and might,
Shall appear with seraph-train,
Soon shall come to earth again.

"This same Jesus "-our best Friend,
Who did joyfully ascend
From the lonely mountain height
To the sky serene and bright;
Who did pass through angel.throngs,
'Mid melodious angel-songs.
To the throne that will remain,
Soon shall come to earth again.

0, Thou Jesus, King of kings,
Raise us more from earthly things;
Draw our hearts from idols bright,
Take our love-it is Thy right.
May we watch, and wait, and yearn
For Thy glorious, glad return,
May we daily lift the strain,
"Come, Lord, quickly, come again."
ISA.

HE that knoweth God aright will honour Him by trusting Him;
he that honours Him by trusting Him, will honour Him by praying;
and he that honours Him by prayer, shall honour Him by praise; he
that honours Him by praises here, shall perfect His praises in heaven.
This trading with God is the richest trade in the world. When we
return praises to Him, He returns new favours to us; and so a.n
everlasting, ever-increasing intercourse betwixt God and the soul IS
maintained.
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llilgrim llauers.
HONOUR FOR GOD'S SAINTS.
IT is necessary to remember, in reading God's Holy Word, that it addresses and describes different classes and characters of men and women.
How important, then, that each one of us should know to what class
or character we belong, in order that we may receive the message
which God has sent to us. Are we among those who love and serve
God ~ or those who reject His message and despise His laws ~ If to
the former, we are called to be saints. In Psalm cxlix we read of the
victory of God's ancient people, and it pnds with these encouragin~
words, "This honour have all His saints." Thi~, which is the noblest
of all titles, is frequently used by the world as a term of reproach.
It has no objection to what they consider a decent profession of religion, which goes hand in hand with other men; but when a man has
the fear and love of God, so that he sets his face as a flint against
wrong principles and actions, they will sneer at him and call him
a saint. In our Houses of Parliament the WILBERFORCES and the
SHAFTESBURYS wert3 sneered at and nicknamed, because they carried
their religion with them into the political arena, and went for the
emancipation of the slavt', and help for the poorer classes, unable and
unwilling to help themselves.
We all know how this term, "saint," has been used when some
professor has stumbled and betrayed the weakness of his nature. The
world has said, "And this is a saint!"
How fearfully, too, has the Romish Ohurch applied the term improperly to so many of its so-callad saints. We are apt to forget that
every believer is a saint, whether men give him the name or no. It
is a mistake to make a selection from among true believers, as it
belongs to all who by God's grace are separated from the world, and
are endeavouring to live a life of faith in the Son of God, who gave
Himself for them. Such have been chosen by God's grace, called by
His living Word, justified by God Himself, and will be eventually
glorified with Him for ever.
"Far from a world of grief and sin,
With God eternally shut in."
Let us meditate upon the honour which all God's saints have, for it
differs so greatly from the false and barren honours of the world. How
many of these are living falsehoods; a~, for instance, the title of nobleman
given to a man whose conduct is censured by all decent and moral
citizens! How different is this to God's titles bestowed upon His
people! He" keeps the feet of His saints," and supplies their many
wants, so that they can sing"How vast the treasnres we possess!
How rich Thy bounties, King of grace!
This world is ours, and worlds to come;
Earth is our lodge, and heaven OID' home."
Did it ever strike you, dear reader, respecting the honour conferred"
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by God in the saints' redemption 1 Men have redeemed captives whom
they have honoured by paying great sums of money for them, and have
thus given proof of their esteem and love; but what is this compared
to the redemption of God's people 1 The Apostle Peter tells us that
they" were not redeemed with silver and gold" (valuable as they may
be), "but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot!" Yes, God, in the Person of His Son, came Himself
to redeem them, by the holiest and most precious sacrifice to be found
in the whole world. "He died, the just for the unjust," in order to
redeem and. save His people, bringing them to Himself, the Fountain of happiness, wisdom, power, tmth, and love. He redeemed them
from the power of sin and Satan, a captivity the most wretched and
awful of all slavery. There have been slaves whose treatment was of
a paternal kind, as the slavery permitted by the Israelites was, but not
so with Satan, for he is a hard master, whose service is sin, and whose
wages, without exception, is death. Such a redemption from him may
be likened to a slave about to be executed, and who is rescued from
his dungeon and conveyed away safely to a free land, where he becomes
safe from his persecutors, and begins a career of freedom and happiness.
So the fetters which true believers had, were destroyed by Christ's
redemption. Once they were tied and bonnd with the chain of their
sins, but now they are no longer the slaves of sin, for Jesus the Son
of God, has broken the chain, and, the Son having made them free, they
are free indeed. Oh, how He loved and honoured them by His marvellous redemption!
" Here let my faith unshaken dwell;
Immovable the promise stands;
Not all the powers of earth or hell
Can e'er dissolve the sacred bands."
God has given this honour to all His saints, of becoming His sons
and daughters. It is esteemed an honour to be the children of the
great and titled among men. It is only a few who are thus privileged.
.But what is this to be a child of God, whose greatness surpasses
our comprehension, and whose purity and goodness fill heaven and.
earth 1 David, in one of his abased moments, said, "I am a worm and
no man;" yet, at the same time, he was God's child, and a type of
His only begotten Son! What a blessedness it is when our faith can
grasp the great truth, that., in whatever frame of mind we may be, we
are still God's children; "and if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with our Lord Jesus Christ." "This honour have all His
saints." How strange that we should appear to undervalue this honour,
which has no equal in the universe! For while, in our human nature,
we are made a little lower than the angels, yet, in our redeemed and
spiritual state, we greatly surpass them. The apostle Paul says of these
angelic beings, "Are they not all sent forth to minister to the heirs of
salvation 1" Who else but God can lay claim to such glorious servants ~
God's Word glitters with the marvellous deeds of these heavenly spirits,
surrounding the believers' steps, holding them up, defending them from
seen and unseen dangers, and administering to their wants. Every
saint may sing-
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"The storm may roar about me,
My heart may low be laid;
But God is round about me,
And can I be dismayed?"

God bestows honour upon all His saints by giving them the victory.
To be on God's side is to be on the winning side. God has given His
people faith, which overcomes the world. What a terrible foe is the
world to the true Christian! All who try to conquer the world, except
with the "shield of faith," must miserably fail. But when we can say,
as saints, "I~ the Lord put I my trust," we hear Him say, "Be of
good cheer, for I have overcome the world."
"As surely as He overcame,
And triumphed once for you,
So surely ye that love His name
Shall triumph in Him too."
What a precious promise is that, "Sin shall not have dominion over
you" ! It may, and will, annoy the believer, but grace shall reign
through righteousness unto eternal life, for the saints are "more than
conquerors through Him that loved them." Well may the Apostle ask,
"If God be for u~, who can be against us 1"
"The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."
" This honour have all His saints." What a marvellous thing it is to
enjoy Divine regard! To know that" though the Lord be high, yet hath
He respect unto the lowly." Humility is the jJortal of di vine honour, and
" he that humbleth himself shall be exalted." God has said, "To that
man will I look, and with him will I dwell, who is of a contrite spirit,
and that trembleth at My word."
He honours His saints by corresponding with them; He sends His 'Vord to strengthen and cheer them.
He visits them, and makes their hearts to rejoice. He invites them to
His table, and says, "Eat, 0 friends; drink abundantly, 0 beloved."
He brings them to His banqueting-house, and "His banner over them
is love."
Oh, brethren, do we know anything of this honour 1 The saints
walk with their Lord j and, in times of sickness, He makes all their
beds, putting underneath them His everlasting arms. He is their
constant Friend, who will never leave them to the end of tim'.l, and
when they have finished t heir earthly pilgrimage, He will come and
receive them into glory. With this honour, beloved, may we not sing"Though in a foreign land,
We are not far from home;
And nearer to our house above
We every moment come" ?
This honour, which all of God's saints possess, is enhanced by the
thought that His power is used on their behalf. It is universal-all
power in heaven and earth-and it is exerted on behalf of all the
saints, whether occupying high positions and rank, or possessing great
talents, or what may be called ordinary talents and low positions. All
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ages, from childhood to extreme age. No wonder that the Apostle Paul
wished that all that heard him might be altogether such an one as
himself, except his bonds. He lived so in the enjoyment of this
heavenly power on his behalf, that he could say," I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousne~s, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love His appearing." Yes, he had learned
to say. "I can do all things through Ohrist strengthening me." And
the 'Vord of. God abounds with illustrations of the saints partaking of
God's power.
" In midst of dangers, fears, and deaths,
Thy goodness we'll adore;
We'11 praise Thee for Thy mercies past,
And humbly hope for more."
This subject should teach us how gracious the Lord is to honour the
degraded and enslaved. The Psalmist may well write, "Who remembered us in our low estate." "At hell's dark door we lay," slaves of
sin and Satan. Oh, what a degradation! Yet, how sweet the promise
to God's Israel, "Though ye have lain among the pots, yet shall ye
be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers of
wrought gold." They .were like the crawling worm, tied to the earth,
'but God has given them the wings of faith and love. They were once
rebels against a gracious and loving God, whom they would have
dtlthroned, if they had, had the power, and yet He not only redeemed
and forgave them, but admitted them to His friendship and adopted
them into His family. Well may John write, "Behold, what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called
tke sons of God. And it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall
see Him as He is." "This honour have all His saints,"
Brethren, we see our calling, let us maintain our dignity. Paul said,
"I magnify my office." And Peter, writing his second Epistle, says,
" 'What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliuess." Let us, brethren, walk worthy of our position, which can
only be done by leaning upon the Divine arm, and" in everything by
prayer'1l,nd supplication, with thanksgiving, making our. requests known
unto God." Oommunion with Him is the saint's life, for, as dear HART
says, "Only while they pray they live."
We have heen speaking, brethren, of the honour now possesse-d by
the saints, but what of the future 1
"If such the sweet·ness of the stream,

What must the fountain be?"

Oh, to be looking for the coming of the King, when the saints,
having overcome by His strength, shall sit down on His throne, even
.as He overcame and sat down on His Fat,her's throne! What rapture
to hear His gracious voice saying, "Come, ye blessed of My Father,
and inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the'
world" !
E. W.
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NOTES OF A SERMON,
PREACHED AT ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER, MARCH 4TH,
REV. W. SAUNDERS.

1883,

BY THE LATE

" And when she was r£sen up to glean, Boas commanded his young men,
say£ng, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not: and let
fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she
may glean them, and rebuke, her not."-RuTH ii. 15, 16.

I THINK we see in the Moabitish damsel Ruth's history the special
providence of God brought out. She was desiring to glean in the
fields of Boaz, fol" herself and her mother-in-law.
Little did she think that those fields, on account of her union with
the great Boaz, were hers. And the believer, from union to the Lord
Jesus, the Heavenly Boaz, can say, "Oh, how great is Thy goodness
which Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee; which Thou hast
wrought for them that trust in Thee before the sons of men! "
Let us just glance at a few of the points in the chapter. In verse
5 Boaz asks, "Whose damsel is this 1" and in verses ·8 and 9 he gives
her blessed liberty to glean where he appoints. Verse 10, she falls
down before him and says, "Why have I found grace in thine eyes?"
And cannot you and I, dear friends, who have gone a little further than
inquiries after Jesus, who have tasted of His love, say too, "Why am I
made to differ? Who am I, 0 Lord God, that Thou shouldest show
such favour to me 1"
" "Twas even so, Father,' you ever must sing,
'Because it seemed good in Thy sight.'''
Then she says, in verse 13, "Thou hast comforted me, and for
that thou hast spoken f1'iendly unto thy hand-maid" (or, as in margin,
"to the heart ").
Ah, that's it, dear friends: God does not speak to the head, but the
heart. Boaz blesses her, and says, verse 12, "The Lord recompense
thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel,
under whose wings thou art come to trust." A very blessed restingplace!
" There is a safe and secret place,
Beneath the wings Divine,
Reserved for all the heirs of grace;
Oh, be that refuge mine."
And I would add, "Be that refugp. thine."
Now let us look more closely to our text. "And when she was
risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her
glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not." Here was
perfect liberty accorded her. Have we not here suggested the "Vord
of God, the sacred fields of Scripture 1 which are wonderful fields.
"Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, arid
they are they which testify of Me." "All Scripture is given by inspira-
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tion of God"; and, if given of God and profitable, it ought all to be
read. " Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning, grant that we may in such wise hear them, read,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort
of Thy holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life, which Thou hast given us in our Saviour
Jesus Christ."
What power there is in the Word when the Holy Spirit blesses,
either in the conversion of a sinner, or in the edification of His
children. In. the announcement just now of a lecture on WICKLIFFE,
do we not remember the power of the Word in his case ~ Think of
him, the star of the English Reformation. Again, LUTHER! how the
Word was brought to his soul with irresistible power: " The just shall
live by faith." When he went to Rome, and, with other deluded ones, was
ascending Paul's stairs, again the Word came, "The just shall live
by faith." AUGUSTINE is another striking examle. It is said of MONICA
his mother, that when the old divines were going to service, she
pulled their gowns, exclaiming in her heart-anguish, "0 my boy!
my boy!" They replied, "Your entreaties are too hasty; such prayers
cannot be lost." And we learn that when AUGUSTINE was sitting reao.ing, the words came to him, "Take and read, take and read, take and
read," 'which led him to open the Scriptures and read the passage in
Romans xiii. 13, 14. It came with mighty power to his soul.
It seems like presumption, after men we have referred to, to speak
of self; but it is in the same connection of thought, of the Word
being brought home with power. It is thirty years ago, I was walking,
sad, and weary of heart; and hearing singing, went into a church, when
the dear servant of God gave out his text, "Being born again, not
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever." It was the one word" incorruptible." It
was the message I wanted; and, in looking out the word, it is the
same as that used in Romans i. 23, "The incorruptible God." When
God can die, then shall His Word die, and not before. I walked out
of that church in the blessed liberty of the children of God. We have,
as believers, glorious liberty to read God's Word, glorious liberty at a
throne of. grace, and by-and-by, we shall have glorious liberty to enter
into the presence of God. The Master says," If the Son shall make
you free, ye shall be free indeed."
Our text speaks of Special Provision. "Let fall some of the handfuls
of purpose for her." What are some of these handfuls of purpose ~
Loving invitations to trembling, anxious wuls. To such my words
are specially addressed. There may be here some anxious ones, inquiring after Jesus, with their faces Zionward. Let us turn to Psalm xlv.
10, "Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget
also thine own people, and thy father's house; so shall the King greatly
desire thy beauty." We want to lose sight of the instruments, and be
like the Bereans, of whom we read, "They received the word with all
readiness of mind."
Divine grace does not snap natural ties, but it does snap sinful
ties. Ruth had said to her mother-in-law, "Whither thou goest, I
will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge." The word of the
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Lord to all His children is, "Come out from among them, and be ye
separate."
We have just quoted from Psalm xlv., "So shall the King greatly
desire thy beauty j" but you look within and see your own abyss of
~in and pollution, and say, "My beauty!"
But, believer, you are
dressed in thy Lord's righteousness. Just turn to Ezekiel xvi. 14, "And
thy renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was
perfect through My comeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the
Lord God." That is the only perfection I know of. God can look
down and say, "Thou art all fair, my l-ove, there is no spot in thee."
Then there are other handfuls of purpose-the promises; thousands
scattered up and down the Word. Where shall we begin ~ He promises
"He will not break the bmised reed,
Nor quench the smoking flax."
He will neither put out the one, nor quench the other. As you sang
just now"His grace shall to the end
Stronger and brighter shine,
Nor present things, nor things to come,
Shall quench the spark divine." "
Another promise i@, "Come unto Me "-not to another-" and I will
give you rest." He is their rest and their refreshing. Again, "Can a
woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion
on the son of her womb 7 Yea, they may forget, yet 7vill I never fm'get
thee." Look at one more: "When thou passest through the water8,
I will be with thee j and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned j
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee."
These are just a few precious promises let fall on purpose, it may bE',
for some Ruths here. I must just quote another blessed promise in
passing, which I had intended speaking on, but time forbids: " All
things shall work together for good," &c. It begins with, " We know"
-not we think, or we hope. Who is the speaker ~ Not Paul-he is
only the penman-but the Holy Spirit of God, through Paul. And can
we not appeal to the blessed Trinity as declaring, "We know" ~ and
the angels, can they not declare likewise. "We know" ~ the spirits of
just men made perfect, "We know " ~ Would there be one dissentient
voice to the fact, "We know that all things shall work together for
good to them that love God, to them that are called according to His
purpose" ~
Now let us go for a .moment to the field of experience. I don't know
if I am speaking to one who has gone almost to the gates of despair,
and whose cry may be " No hope tor me!" Let me tell you, it is the
devil's lie. It shall yet be said of such an one, "Is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire ~" This has been the experience of thousands.
Some are more gently drawn, while others are driven; but whichever
way it is, it is the right way. Would ever the Lord take away your
little hope ~ Never!
I was going to speak on the encouragement of our text. Boaz says
of Ruth, "Rebuke her not." What are we as ministers of the Gospel,
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that we should speak a word of. reproach to any seeking soul 1 We are
commissioned to speak words of comfort and encouragement. "Oomfort
ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God." Some set up standards of
experience, of one kind or another, and say" TJ nless you come up to that,
you are not a child of God." I see no such teaching. But what does
the, Word say 1 "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved." Or,if you can say with poor Joseph, the
work-house saint"I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my All in all,"

then I am warranted tu say, you shall indeed be saved.

irottstant

~£nton.

ROMAN OATHOLICISM: ANTI-SORIPTURAL AND
UNREASONABLE. ~~
BY REV. W. FRITH, EDITOR OF "CONSECRATION."

IN judging of any religious system, we must first have a proper standard
by which to judge of its character. Taking the Holy Scriptures, as the
Bereans did (Acts xvii. 11), as the standard by which to judge of the
character of the Papal system, we proceed to test its claims thereby,
as our Lord teaches: "Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures"
(Matt. xxii. 29). "What' saith the Scriptures 1" (Rom. iv. 3; xi. 2;
Gal. iv. 30). Holy Scripture must be our final standard of appeal.
This is apostolic.
We accept the Bible, then, either the Authorised or the Revised
Version, as "the Oracles of God" (Rom. iii. 2; Heb. v. 12; 1 Peter
iv. 11); "the Scriptures of truth" (Dan. x. 21). "All the counsel of
God" (Acts xx. 27). "The Holy Scriptures," which are able to make
wise unto salvation . . . . . given by inspiration of God, and profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
that the man of Gud may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works" (2 Tim. iii. 15-17).
These Holy Scriptures accepted as the basis of our argument, and
the exclusive standard of final appeal, we proceed to judge of the Papal
system by its teaching.
1. If the Scriptures are true, then the very idea of one vast ecclesiastical
Body assuming to be Oatholic, in the full sense of the term, is unwarranted. There is no evidence that Ohrist ever intended His Ohurch
on earth to be one vast system, dominant and imperious, in regard to
all who might differ from it. Neither our Lord, nor His Apostles, ever
teach it. True," the Ohurch, which is His Body" (001. i. 24), is declared
• This most comprehensive summary of the dogmatical and destructive character
of the Papacy ought to be distributed to the tune of hundreds of thousands.
It may be had, in a'separate)orm, of the Author, Manseville, Harringay, London,
N., at 17s. 6d. per 1,000, post free.,
I
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to have 'a corporate unity; but it is "in Christ" (Eph. ii. 6); in " the
eternal purpose" (Eph. iii. 11); and never in visible manifestation, as
a corporate unity. The one Body is either spoken of as in the purpose
of God (Eph. i. 23) or as in the final presentation (John xvii. 21;
Eph. v. 27). Thus, the Papal system is condemned in its very pretentious and unscriptural organization.
2~ If the Scriptures are true, " this Church, which is His Body
[mystical]-the fulness of Him who filleth all in all"-has but one Head,
and He is in heaven-" Head over all things" (Eph. i. 22).
As to the earthly condition of this Church, nowhere do we find
evidence that it is the purpose of God to have one supreme visible
head on earth. He reserves to Himself the exclusive headship: " Of
Him, and to Him, and through Him are all things" (Rom. xi. 36).
"Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named" (Eph.
iii. Vi).
This is the whole argument of St. Paul in his Epistle to the Hebrews,
where he represents Christ as the exclusive priestly Head all through.
"He abideth a Priest for ever." "High Priest over the house of
God" (Heb. x. 21). "The house of God, which is the Church of
the living God" (1 Tim. iii. 15; Heb. iii. 6). "The Shepherd and
Bishop of our souls" (1 Peter ii. 25).
3. If the Scriptures a1'e t1'ue there can be no Mass: "There remaineth
no more sacrifice for sin" (Heb. x. 26), because the sacrificial significance of all the typical rites found their full antitype and complement
in the sacrifice of Calvary (Reb. vii. 27). And the sacrifice of
Christ was all-sufficient to meet all the claim3 of divine justice, and
all the requirements of God's violated law. The solemn utterance of
the dying Saviour-Cl It is finished "-importing all this, and more.
The institution of the Lord's Supper, as a sacred memorial, teaches
the same j nothing else. And His blessed resurrection and ascension
confirm all.
There is no room, therefore, for the absurd and blasphemous figment
called "the sacrifice of the Mass," which supposes a deficiency in the
sacrifice of Calvary! And thus, with a daring hardihood, attempts to
provide for this deficiency by a ridiculous human supplement. And if
she evades the argument by saying, "It is not anothe1' saC1'ijice, but a
continuation of the same," our reply is: This is a most discreditable
evasion, and a distinction without a difference. In either case it
virtually invalidates the full integrity of His sacrifice; and, by a process
of special pleading, takes the soul from an unreserved reliance on "the
one offering," which Holy Scripture peremptorily demands. " Other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Christ Jesus"
(1 Cor. iii. 11).
What less can it be, in the face of these precious words of our
blessed Lord, "I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to
do" 1 (John xvii. 4), words which, though spoken before His actual
death, yet were uttered at the institution of the Lord's Supper, and,
together with its blessed teaching, show that He Himself regarded His
sacrificial work as being altogether adequate and complete as a vicarious
atonement. For, cries the Church within the veil: "He hath redeemed
us to God by His blood" (Rev. v. 9). Words surely which are
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capable of but one application, namely, the redemptive work of Jesus,
"when He made an end of sin."
Nor should we omit to notice that, every cc sacrifice of the Mass,"
whether in the Roman or Greek Church, virtually "crucifies the Son of
God afresh, and puts Him to an open shame" CReb. vi. "6).
4. Then, as Holy Scripture permits no further sacrifice, so it gives
no sanction to the erection of "an .altar," nor to a priestlwod, in any·
sacerdotal or sacrificial sense, for the same reason that no further atonement offering is required. The whole ritual of the Papal Church is
an impious' pageant, and a mere theatrical exhibition to create a
"mystery," for the increase of priestly power and the degradation and
complete submission of the laity.
. And the whole argument of St. Paul in the Epistle to the Hebrews
is unequivocal evidence that there cannot be any sacrificial priesthood
on earth j together with the fact that the Lord never called His Apostles
pliests, nor invested them with the priestly function j nor did they ever
call each other so: nor did they ever assume the priestly office in any
one case; but virtually repudiated it by their unanimous reference of
all priestly functions to the Lord Jesus within the veil. The only
Priest is the ascended Christ in heaven. (Heb. vii. 3). "He abideth
a Priest continually."
5. Then as to Auricular Confession! Where, in all Holy Scripture,
shall we find the slightest warran!; for this monstrous institution'l so
fraught with evil both to the priest and the" penitent "-to the individual and the family-to the society and the nation.
The absence of all evidence in the New Testament is a strong negative
argument against the practice. And if it should be said that Matthew xvi.
19, and xviii. 18, and John xx. 22, 23, clearly sanc~ion it j our reply
is that, whatever may be the meaning of these texts, this is not; and
for this reason: Ha'd it been so, we should have found some instances
of its prac~ice in the Acts of the Apostles, and especially have had
special injunctions in regard to it in the preceptive portions of all the
apostolic Epistles, whereas we have not one!
The auricular confessional, which has wrought so much mischief in
the family and in the nation, stands condemned as an unwarrantable
intrusion into the prerogatives of our Great High Priest. For St.
John says: "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins" (1 John i. 9). Here is the only Confessor and Absolver.
He never delegates this prerogative to another, but grants, at the
throne of the heavenly grace, "plenary absolution" to "all who
repent and unfeignedly believe His Holy Gospel."
6. As to "Indulgences": the whole thing is too monstrous and mercenary to be found in Holy Scripture: even the Jews, in their worst
time, never did such a thing. It is the most daring usurpation of the
Divine prerogative ever conceived; and nothing but a system incurably
corrupt could have devised it. Yet this infamous traffic is sanctified
and authorised by the dogma of Papal infallibility and the declaration
of semper eadem! "Shall they make merchandise of you ~" &c. (2
Peter ii. 3.)
Yet, from the days of TETzEL until now, these have been preached
and proclaimed in the Papal Church. And for money, aIm{)st any
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indulgence can be granted, even to a "dispensation from the Pope"!
What a mercenary system! What a painful contrast between this
ecclesiastical merchandise, and the non-mercenary character of "the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God," which is "without money and
without price," and the first Apostles of which said, "Silver and gold
have we none"!
7. As to Prayers for the Dead: Holy Scripture knows of no such
teaching. The Apocrypha and traditions are the only sources of this
baneful practice, which bears the brand of condemnation on its front.
It is a mercenary expedient of a priestly love for "filthy lucre,"
and a huge deception on the simplicity of a too credulous devotee.
But what does Holy Scripture say 1 Let one text suffice: "Behold,
now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation" (2 Cor.
vi. 2). This alone condemns the whole thing. Nevertheless, both
Ecclesiastes xi. 3, and Luke xvi. 26, alike condemn it. There is not
the shadow of evidence for post mortem repentance and salvation through
the "Prayers of the Church." The whole thing is a mercenary,
money-getting scheme!
8. Worship of the Virgin lYfary, whom the Papal Church, with shameless temerity, calls the" Queen of Heaven," "Redemptress," &c. Huly
Scripture gives no countenance to any special regard to be paid to her;
and her own words, "My spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour,"
clearly forbid it. And though Rome professes to render only a subor.
dinate worship-Cl Hyperdulia "- by the use of this word, instead of
"Latria," yet the people do not realise this false and refined distin<;tion, and practically violate the Second Commandment, and so are guilty
of idolatry.
But Holy Scripture gives no sanction to any kind of special deference being paid to her. She is seen but once after the resurrection of
our Lord-in the upper room at Pentecost, where no special notice is
taken of her. She is never referred to either in the Epistles or in the
Apocalypse. But, had she been a proper object of special adoration,
how can we account for this silence 1 How marked are the words of
Mo.ry at Cana: "Whatsoever Ht saith unto you, do it." Now, where
is His command to render anything in the way of worship to the
Virgin Mary 1 How significant rather are these words: ,,'Woman.
what have I to do with thee 1" (John ii. 4.) What has this mariohtry
produced 1 Let the" Glories of Mary," by ALPHONSO LIGUORI, say, where
this so-called "saint" uses the very words addressed in Holy Scripture
to our Blessed Lord, and addresses them to Mary.
9. Of intercession of Saints, and Prayers to them. These are both but
"as the baseless fabric of a vision." Holy Scripture gives no sanction,
nor example, of the intercession of, nor prayers to, "saints." Rather
it rebukes it: "To which of the sn.ints .wilt thou turn1" (Job v. 1.)
Had it been so, there would have been abundance of teaching in the
apostolic Epistles, if not in the Apocalypse. And both our prayers
to them, and their intercession for us, are a wicked and audacious
l' usion into the all-prevalent intercession of our ascended Lord, for
h ere is [but] one Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ
u s ,t (1 Tim. ii. fi).
Moreover, this absurd theory implies their possession of omn·iscience.
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Otherwise, how could they hear the prayers and intercede for all saints
iu every part of the world at one and the same time ~ Is not the
intercession of the Saviour enough ~ "I know that Thou hearest me
always " (John xi. 42). What a daring impeachment and invalidation
of His intercession within the veil!
10. Aiid what oj "Extreme Unction" and "the Last Rites of the
Church"? These" commandments of men" (Mark vii. 7) are as
absurd as they are ineffective and impious; for they are not only
wit,hout warrant, but they prove an utter delusion, under the baneful
shadow of a. lifeless crucifix and a deceiving priest! From all such
delusions, and from this shameful parody, "Good Lord, deliver
us."

As a religious system the Papacy is unique and consistent with itself.
From beginning to end, it is "a worldly eanctuary," based on one great
monstrous princir.le-" the end justifies the means." God declares it
to be a spiritual "harlot" (Rev. xvii. 1). "Mystery, Babylon the
Great" (Rev. xvii. 5). And under the Divine malediction, and doomed
to destruction (Rev. xvii. 17, 18). And, as the old Romans said of
Carthage, "She must be destroyed" (Delenda est Cn1'thago) , so God
affirms of this vile system; "for God hath put it into their hearts to
fulfil His will."
"Hold fast the form of sound words" (2 Tim. i. 13). Persistently
maintain personal responsibility in all religious matters before God, a,s
the Bereans did, and for which Paul cammended them as "more noble."
The right of private judgment is a birthright, and essential to the divine
judicature at the finRJ arraignment. How can" everyone of us give
an account of himself to God" (Rom. xiv. 12), if we sanction the
priestly bondage of Rome ~ "They that know Thy name will put
their trust in Thee" (Psa. ix. 10). "There is none othe1' name" (Acti!
iv. 12).
MR. STANLEY'S BOOK.
THE one thought (the Rec01·d says) which more than any other will
dominate the mind of a God-fearing man, on laying down this wonderful
book, is of thankfulness to Almighty God for the providential care and
mercy with which Mr. STANLEY :;tnd so many of his men were preserved
and brought through dangers of all sorts. Speaking humanly, every
chance was against them, and often they were in circumstances where
no sagacity of the leader and no courage of the followers could help in
the least degree. But for Providence they must have perished. It is
very pleasant to be able to record that a tone of humble and grateful
acknowledgment, which we often miss in books of travel, runs through
Mr. STANLEY'S book. There is no part of these thrilling volumes which
we have read with more satisfaction than. such passages as these, with
which we may fitly close an all-too-hasty review of a work of first-rate
merit, from every point of view, and, if we may be allowed to predict,
a work which will be amongst the comparatively few destined to last
as long as English literature endures.
In his prefatory letter, addressed to the Chairman of. the Relief
Committee, Mr. STANLEY says :-
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You, who throughout your long and varied life have steadfastly believed
in the Christians' God, and before men have profe~sed your devout thankfulness for many mercies vouchsafed to you, will better undentand than
many others the feelings which animate me when I find myself back again
in civilization, uninjured in life or health, afrer passing through so mRl1Y
stormy and- distressful periods. Constrained.lt Ihe darkest hour to humbly
confess that without God's help I was helpless, I vowed a vow in the forest
solitudes that I would confess His aid before men. A silence as of death
was round about me. It was midnight. I was weakened by illness, prostrafed with fatigue, and worn with anxiety for my white and black companions, whosE;l fate was a mystery. In this phY8ical and mental distress l!
besought God to give me back my people. Nme hours later we Werd exulting with a rapturous joy. In full view of all was the crimson flag with the
crescent, and beneath its waving fo~ds was the long-lost rear column.

Again, at a critical moment, when, having emerged from the forest
into the grasslands, Mr. ::lTANLEY'S little band, still weak and nerveless,
were threatened by thousands of stalwart natives armed with deadly
weapons, and masters of a not ineffective strategy, he writes:Before turning in for the night I resumed my reading of the Bible as usual.
I had already read the Book through from beginning to end once, and was.
now at Deuteronomy for the second reading, and I camt'l unto the vene
wherein Moses exhorts Joshua in those fine lines, "Be strong and of a good
courage; fear not, nor be afraid of them; for the Lord thy God, He it is that
doth"go with thee; He will not fail thee nor foroll,ke thee." I continued my
reading, and at the end of the chapter closed the book, and from Moses my
mind travelled at once to Mazamboni. Was it great fatigue, incipient ague,
or an admonitory symptom of ailment, or a shade of spiteful feeling against
our cowardly four, and a vague sense of distrust that at some critical time
my loons would fly 1 . . . But a voice appeared to say, "Be strong and of '"
good courage; fear not, nor be afraid of them." I could almost have sworn
I heard the voice. I began to argue with it. "Why do you adjure me ro
abandon the mission 1 I cannot run if I would. To retreat would be more
fatal than to advance; therefore your encouragement is unnecessary." It,
replied nevertheless, "Be strong and of good courage. Advance and be confident, for 1 will give this people and this land unto thee."

WE observe (says the Record) with something more than regret thatthe Queen has, after a lapse of many years, reopened the East Terrace
of Windsor Castle as a public promenade, with the accessory of a military
band, on Sunday afternoons. About seven thousand people, we are told,
"enjoyed the privilege" last Sunday. The Queen can hardly be awar~
of the encouragement this kindly-meant act will give to those who ar~
trying, little by little, to break down the barriers that guard the sanctity
of the Sabbath. A loval and dutiful remonstrance should be addressed
to Her Majesty by the Bishop who, at the Lambeth Conference of two
years ago, spoke out so bravely on the due observance of the Sabbath.
[Equally to be regretted by every true Protestant and lover of his
country is the deference paid to the notorious pervert, Dr. MANNING.
Not only has the precedence been given him over certain high personages, but, whilst the bishops were overlooked, he was a guest at the
recent garden party given by the Prince and Princess of Wales, Her
Majesty being present. What, alas! will be the -issue of this tampering
with our great national character and constitutional privileges ~-ED.]
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THE NINETEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS'
ASYLUM, HORNSEY RISE, N.
THE Nineteenth Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Asylum was held on
Friday,July 4th. Although the weather was in rather a sombre COlldition, the grounds belonging to the institution were thronged at an
early hour in the afternoon. Banners of blue, inscribed with white
letters, bade visitors welcome, and stalls prettily set out invited
purchases iJ:.l aid of the Benevolent Fund.
At three o'clock, the afternoon service commenced. The hall
belonging to the asylum was crowded, and a few were unable to gain
admittance. After the hymn, "Blest be the tie that binds," had been
sung, the twenty-third Psalm was read, and prayer offered by the Rev.
D. A. DOUDNEY, jun., Rector of Ore, Hastings.
The sermon was preached by the Rev. D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.,
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster, who said:My dear friends, I should like to talk to you about three precious
passages from God's Word, time and strength permitting, on this
interesting and solemn occasion. Interesting, because the anniversary
of such an institution brings to mind many past times and events; and
solemn it must be, for every aged pilgrim realizes that we cannot
expect to meet here again under present circumstances; but, under those
we have been singing about, we can and do hope to meet. The first
of the three precious passages is in Deuteronomy viii. 2: "And thou
shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these
forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to
know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments or no." One of the sweetest names of the Holy Ghost is
Remembrancer; it is His office to lead us back and through all the
way by which He has led us. But what is the reason ~ Mark! "To
humble thee, to prove thee, to know what is in thy heart." We live in
a day when this is most necessary, for that dreadful idea of perfection
is advocated, than which there cannot be a greater delusion! How my
heart sickens when I hear it! The fact is, men, with all their profession, are ignorant both of the unsulIied character of Jehovah and the
real nature of sin. I asked an old pilgrim, some fifty to sixty years
ago, "Do you get better as you get older ~ " " Better!" was the answer,
"why I am worse than ever." Talk to old pilgrims who know something about line upon line, precept upon precept, they all say the same
thing. Do you, my friends, feel better, or any less dependent upon God,
than you did years ago ~ .After fifty, sixty, seventy years, or even longer
teaching, it is little we know of ourselves, but, when we first began we
knew scarcely anything, only enough to make us feel that we were· lost,
helpless, and ruined as fallen creatures. It is only when we are led by
the Holy Ghost to look back over years and years of His gracious leading, that we can realize to any extent the meaning of this verse.
The second portion upon which I would say a few words, is Joshua's
farewell to the children of Israel, before his death (Joshua xxiii. 14) :
" And, behold, this day" I am going the way of all the earth t and ye
know iu all your heart, and in :in your souls, that not one thillg
:2 I 2
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hath failed of all thll good things which the Lord your God spake
concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing
hath failed thereof." Ohild of God, do you deny that fact in your
own experience 1 Has God disappointed you 1 has He failed 1 has He
forsaken you 1 You may say, "Ah! I thought to be in very different
Possibly-be it
circumstances to those in which I am placed now."
so-but I ask, Has God forgotten or forsaken you 1 Tell me the
hour, the day, and under what circumstances it occurred. Poor dear
old Jacob cried out, "Joseph is not, Simeon is not, and ye will take
Benjamin away; all these things are against me." Oh, Jacob ! stop,
stop! How about the blessing 1 What about the vision at Bethel1
And were all those things against him 1 Was not the Lord working out
that which ultimately would redound to His glory and Jacob's benefit 1
And, though devil-hunted and devil.haunted, did not all work together
for his good 1 And, dear child of God, your safety, your entire pilgrimage, with all its troubles, are just the same to God as Jacob's were.
He had not one particle more interest in Jacob than He has in you.
If you can't do without God (I speak it with reverence), He can't do
without you.
The last of our three passages is St. Luke ii. 29, 30: "Lord, now
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word: for
mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." I thought, in connection with
this service, we could not have a more interesting or appropriate verse
than this. If you look at the context, you wiiI see that the promise
of a revelation had been made to Simeon, the promise that he should
not see death until he had seen the Lord's Ohrist. Doubtless, many,
before the Messiah came, prayed for the privilege of seeing His advent,
but their desire had not been granted. But to Simeon some gentle
whisper, some sweet voice, said, "You shall see Him! Others have
come and gone, but you shall not go till you have seen Him!" It was
a communication made to the heart. Just the same, fellow-sinner, as
you have had. There has come a loving intimation, whispering sometimes, its" Fear not"; or, "It is well"; or, "It shall be well." When
a trouble has been upon us for months-yea, sometimes for years-all
of a sudden the burden has been removed in this way. It was thus that
the woman of Shunem was sustained when God had laid His hand
upon her, and she was enabled to say, "It is welL" Some sweet,
supreme, divine power mellowed her, led her to do what she did, sustained her in that hour of trial, and caused her to say, in answer to
her husband's inquiry, "It shall be well." So you, child of God, in the
midst of trial, shall be thus upheld, and, by a supernatural power, be
led to take hold by faith of the things not seen. I believe in revelations
being made to believers, just in the self· same way as they were to
Simeon. It was written of Simeon, that he was just and devout.
This was in the Spirit, not in the flesh. We must always re/llember that,
by nature, "there is none righteous: no, not one."
The Lord is our
Righteousness. "All our righteousnesses are but as filthy rags."
Have not our hase acts, our numberless backslidings, proved this 1
We have sinned against light and love.
Which, think you, is the
greatest offender-the son or the servant, though the act, be the same 1
We have sinned as sons! as children! We have sinned in spite of the
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love and light we possessed. What can be more base ~ Oh, His
patience, forbearance and long-suffering!
It was revealed to Simeon that he should not die without a sight of
Him. So you and I shall not pass through that gloomy ordeal until
by fait!). we have had a glimpse of Him-the Lord's Ohrist-Jesus, whose
presence makes the darkest spot to glow with light; and, in the strength
of that presence, we shall say, "Now, Lord"; but the Lord's nou;s
are one thing, the creature's another. Elijah, in fretful peevishness,
wished to die. "It is enough; now, 0 Lord, take away my life, for
I am not -better than my fathers." But what a contrast to Simeon's
"Now"! Ohild of God, in the valley of darkness rich blessing awaits you.
Perhaps you will say, "I can't understand you. In your writings you
have told us that you suffer from the fear of death, but what a difference
in your assertions to-day!" I admit I am subject to the fear of death,
I have wished I had never been born. I have longed to change
places with the bird singing in the leafy trees, or the gulls as they
have soared o'er the mighty deep. I have envied the ass and the dog,
because they had no eternity to look forward to. I have doubted the
very power of God to save me from the fear of death, and this after
being delivered from that fear for forty years, and believing that, with
the dying hour, dying grace would be given. Thus you see to what
depths a poor child of God may sink.
"How then," say you, "are
we to reconcile one with the other 1" Well, I will tell you. I stand
here, having known the Lord for sixty-four years, a living witness for
God. I deny the libellous charge that the belief in covenant verities
leads to licentiousness of life, or indifference as to walk and conversation. The nature that is implanted at the new birth prompts to
newness of life-the loving of what was before hated, and the hating of
what was before loved. Mere doctrine (however sound) will not suffice.
There is no presuming upon past experience. Moreover, the Lord is
never at a loss for means to keep us humble and dependent upon
Himself! Upon these grounds, therefore, I am called personally to
witness for God and truth. Moreover, remember what the Apostle said
about this personal witnessing in the first chapter of his second Epistle
to the Oorinthians, "'Whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation
and salvation."
When I went to visit an old pilgrim, a day or two ago, I found him
very weak and low. He is ninety-eight years of age. I asked him holY
he was, when he said, "Very faint; I don't think I shall be here long."
" How blessed," I replied, " that we have such a verse as this, 'He giveth
power to the faint, and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength' ! I have just bad that portion given me for you," said r,
" 'All the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.'"
Under the most painful and distressing circumstances, He can give
strength for the day and the condition. I remember an incident that
made a grea.t impression on me. Some years ago, when at JOHN W ARBURTON'S Ohapel in Trowbridge, I was introduced to a young, cheerfullooking woman who was wheeled up the ai.le in a Bath chair. She
had undergone thirteen operations, and had both legs amputaterl, and
yet she bad a bright, contented, happy smile on her face, and joined
in the service just as though there was nothing the matter with her.
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Soon after she wrote to me; saying that she had lost her mother,
and that she felt her death more than the loss of her legs. It made
me ashamed to think how llhe bore her trial. while I repine at trifling
ailments. This is, I think, a lesson both for you and me. We had
better seek to be contented with such things as we have, rather than
envy others, or think their positions more desirable than our own.
"The heart. knows its own bitterness."
Twenty-five years ago, I saw an aged father at Liverpool parting with
his son, and I said within myself, " Never could I survive such a severe
trial as that." ·But I have had since to undergo that very trial again and
again. In saying you can't do this or bear that, you are dictating to
the Lord, who virtually says, "You leave that to Me; I will show you
what I can do, and prove that My grace is sufficient, and My strength
made perfect in weakness." All God's children are called upon to suffer.
Remember what Peter says, "Think it not strange concerning the fiery
trial which is to try you." In these days pastors, if they are to b.e
of any real service, are tried in some special and peculiar way. TheIr
people do not render them the tender sympathy they used to do. I
have heard how at one time the Lord laid His hand upon DR. HAWKER,
when he was a young man, and had not come out in the full truth
he did afterwards. His people met together, and, in united, loving,
and earnest prayer, brought their minister before the Lord, and He
heard, heeded, and delivered.
Prayer-meetings now are despised, but I consider that prayer-meetings are the pulse of a parish. The threes and fours meeting for
player is a good sign. Show me a praying people, and I will show
you a prosperous ministry. I believe we are on the eve of most
solemn events-wars and rumours of wars, distress of nations, with
perplexity-but what does the Lord say 7 "When these things begin to
c?me to pass, t?en look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemptIOn draweth mgh." Instead of beinO' concerned, look up! Why, the
Master is at hand-He who" maketh the clouds His chariot, and
rideth on the wings of the wind."
Look up, redemption is nigh!
We have His warrant for it. And though, in one sense, it is good to
look back upon all the way He has led us, yet, in another respect, it is
well to be "forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, to press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling."
I doubt not I am addressing mostly God's children this afternoon,
and, like my own, there are many hoary heads present.. Cheer up, dear
brother! We shall soon have done with the storms, the conflicts, and
tk.e trials, and have exchanged earth for heaven! "How does this," you
will say, "agree with the fear of death 7" Well, did not the Psalmist
exclaim, "This is mine infirmity" 1 God sends poor mortals to minister
to you because they can enter into your feelings; they know by personal
experience your needs. Angels cnuld not do their work. But (blessed
be His name!) our God changes not. We change, but He changes
~ot-He hates to put away. Jacob may, as I said just now, exclaim,
m a peevish tone, "All these things are against me"; but the Lord
is faithful, though we believe not. The Lord is thy shield, poor
fellow-sinner; and, though now cast down, oppressed, and desolate,
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you can go back to some sermon, some time, or some circumstance"
when, in spite of all that was overwhelming, you really heard, with
Elijah, the "still small voice." Don't you believe it was true ~ " Well,
I thought so then," say you, "but since-oh, how I fear I was mistaken! " Ah no! it was no mistake. That was the Lord's covenant
with you. He won't forget. He could no more forget it than He
{lould forget Jacob. Plead it before Him.
I don't know what I should do sometimes if I couldn't go back to
~ certain spot and a certain house, which, if put up in the market tomorrow would not fetch £100. But in 1826, a poor, all-but-despairing
sinner heard that" still small voice" whisper, "SUD, thy sins, which are
many, are all forgiven thee"; and it is your mercy and my mercy, in
.,pite of our present feelings, to look back, and plead before God His
wondrous revelations to us.
Before I conclude, I would lay the needs of this excellent institution
before you. It is a sacred privilege to be able to assist, directly or
!indirectly, the Lord's aged poor. I have a letter in my possession,
written by a poor actress, who having been laid aside and suffering
;from a severe illness, has been helped by the Society. She is most
grateful. This is but one instance of thousands who have been
shielded from poverty's keen blast through its help.
Now, as trains won't wait any more than time or tide, I must leave
you with just one word of prayer.
PRAYER.
Oh, our God, we are a little company of poor sinners, entirely
dependent upon Thee. Without Thee we can do nothing; but lead
us on and lead us home! Thy people have many misgivings and
ilUany troubles, but give them grace to look away from creatures and
from time-things to Thee, who art mighty to save. Give them a
gl.impse of the King in His beauty, and of the land not very far off.
Send Thy peace into our hearts, and whisper, "In My Father's house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I 'go
to prepare a place for yuu. And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also." May we, under the power of the Holy Ghost, look
forward to that "blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;" for soon "He that shall come,
will come, and will not tarry." "l:ven so, come, Lord Jesus." Amen,
.and amen.
'While the collection was being taken, "How sweet the name of
Jesus sounds" was sung.
The Rev. W. LANCELOT HOLLAND, M.A., Vicar of All Saints,
Hatcham Park, being called upon to close the service, said: My own
mind is so brimful of what we have just heard that I don't intend to
make many remarks. I have heard about Dr. DOUDNEY ever since I
came to a knowledge of what I believe to be the truth. I am so
glad to have been here, and to have heard from him that he, too, has
seasons of sorrow and doubt, because it seems an encouragement to us,
with less experience, and' we realize how true it is that, though "many
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are the sorrows of the righteous, yet the Lord delivereth him out of
them all." We are told to cast our burdens upon the Lord. Now, in
the margin of the Bible the word" burden" is rendered" gift "-and, in
passing, I might say that we might all be students of the Bible, if only
by studying the marginal references. So our burdens are reall y " gifts,"
given by· the Lord for some wise purpose, and these we may cast on
Him. May the Lord give us grace to cast our burden at His feet,
and we shall know the meaning of that wonderful, comforting doctrine,
the final petseverance-or, as I like it to be termed, the final preservation of the. saints.
PRAYER.

Most gracious God and Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for the
blessed feeling of oneness that Thy children enjoy, that no outward
distinction, however great, cau destroy-the nearness to each other we
have in communion with our common Master and blessed Head. \Ve
thank Thee for the gift of Thy aged servant who has been speaking
to us this afternoon. We ask Thee to bless him; uphold him with
Thy Spirit. Strengthen him during the remaining days of his pilgrimage.
Bless all the officers of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society; give them a
mighty faith, and let them realize the truth of Thy Word, when Thou
saidst, "The gold and silver are Mine." Bless all our aged friends in
this Asylum; let them rest on the promise that, though heaven and
earth pass away, Thy Word shall endure. We ask it in the name of
our Mediator and Master. Amen.
Mr. HOLLAND having pronounced the Benediction, visitors were
invited to walk in the grounds while the hall was being prepared for
tea. It was found there were more present than the hall wuuld contain, and in consequence tea had to be served in two detachments.
EVENING MEETING.
The evening meeting was also well attended, every available nook and
corner being occupied.
It was announced that Mr. JAMES INSKIP, of Bristol, would preside,
but a telegram from that gentleman, announcing that he should not be
able to be there at the time appointed, although he hoped to join them
later on, Mr. SHARP was voted to the chair.
The proceedings commenced with singing the hymn, "One in Jesus,"
which was followed by prayer.
The Chairman remarked that Mr. STYLES would not be present, owiug
to a severe cold; and then called upon Mr. JACKSON to read the report.
The nineteenth annual statement of the Hornsey Asylum showed a
very satisfactory condition of affairs. The following is an extract: "In
the central part of London, streets are being swept away, and many of
the poor are compelled to seek housing at a larger rent elsewhere. To
the aged poor the benefit of such an asylum as this is inestimable,
where, besides a comfortable room, bread, coals, and medical attendance
are provided, as well as constant and watchful sympathy. How great
a contrast the asylum forms to a dull room, with barely life's sternest
necessities, and often with ungodly or noisy neighbours. During the
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)'ear £165 has been spent through the Benevolent Fund, .£223 for coals,
£56 for meat to provide hot dinners for the sick, and .£ 571 has been
spent in the maintenance of the building, and all expenses connected
therewith. During the year the inmates of other homes connected with
the Society have paid a visit to the Hornsey Asylum, and have greatly
enjoyed the beautiful grounds. The Society is based upon a scriptural
foundation, but includes among its pensioners God's children from various
sections of Christ's Church."
The report concluded with a note of thanksgiving to Almighty God, for
the many, many mercies He had showered upon the Aged Pilgrims"
Friend Society, and with an earnest appeal for more annual subscriptions,
as out of the very large sum expended by the Society, only a fraction
of its income is certain.
The reading of the report was just finished when Mr. INRKIP made.
his appearance, and was very heartily welcomed; Mr. SHARP remarking that the next item was the Chairman's speech, and he was very
thankful that Mr. INSKIP was in time to take that part of the,
meeting.
Mr. INSKIP: Mr. SHARP, and dear friends, I feel that I owe both you
and the Society's committee an apology for not having kept my time.
I was, however, detained on an important business engagement, which I
could not leave unfinished. I have lost the advantage of hearing the
report, only having heard the final notes as I entered the building;
still I do not doubt that it was satisfactory. This Society does not need
an elaborate address to commend it to Christians. Its very title reminds
us that we are pilgrims, and, though perhaps we may not all be aged
ones, if our lives are continued, we shall be in the course of time.
Are we pilgrims travelling to that" city not made with hands, whose
Maker and Builder is God" 1 I always remember what comfort one text,
in the absence of other testimony, has brought to me. It is 1 John iii. 14,
"We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we
love the brethren." Once, when paying a visit to an older brother,\ a
clergyman, we talked about this text, and I mentioned that it had
been a great help to IDP.
It gives an evidence upon which no
"higher criticism" can SiL in judgment and destroy-no learning can
ever take away. After I had retired that night, the clergyman came
to me, and said, "You can't think how glad I am you spoke about
that passage, because, when in anxiety about my own state, I have been
able to know that I love the brethren." And that man is a wellknown clergyman in the Church of England. And, if it helped him, you
may imagine also that it did me, tu hear an elder brother confirm what
I had myself felt. I sometimes think that in these days we do not
sufficiently stop by the way, and find out and see about things for ourselves; and 1 am sure we ought to be thankful to the committee of
the Society,and help them to do in the future even greater things
than they have done in the past. I wish we could see a way by
which we could prevent any "pilgrim" being left to herd with unsympathetic company in our Uniom. I know that God is over all,
and can out of evil bring forth good, and, that He polishes His stones
in all kinds of places and ways. Still, that in no way lessens our,
responsibility. I think I have said all I have to say, except that
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there is one aged pilgrim's face I should have been so glad and thankful
to have seen here to-night. I refer to Dr. DOUDNEY; outside my
family, be is nearly my oldest friend.
The Chairman then called upon the Rev. CHARLES STIRLING, M.A.,
Vicar of New MaIden, and made the remark that "stirling" applied
not only to bis name, but also to bis character.
On rising, Mr. STIRLING said :-1 also have an apology to make, and
it is for non-fulfilment of a promise I made to the committee to speak
.at a meeting of tbis Society. But, to tell the truth, a missionary lady
from China having written something for the press, in connection with
the Church Missionary Society, asked me to correct the proof-sheets
for her. So absorbed did I become in this work, that not until it was
too late did I remember my engagement. vVe read in God's Word of
His children, their life, their pilgrimage; in the New Testament we read
of the aged disciple. Now here we have both in one, the aged pilgrim
and disciple. It is our privilege to help them. I have not known the
Society very long. My attention was called to .it by one of my
parishioners, who applied for an annuity; and, though she was not
succeflsful, I became aware of its existence. The principles on which
it is worked are those with which I can so cordially co-operate. It is
thoroughly Protestant, and for its foundation has the Eternal Rock; and,
moreover, it states its belief in sovereign grace. It is time to be m:>re
dear, more decided in our own personal. belief. Calvinistic principles
always create animosity. Even other Christians do not always see as
dearly as we do. It is humbling to the human heart. Free and
sovereign grace alone can reveal the plan of salvation. Does not your
experience tell you that it was in this way you were brought to God?
It is when you can attribute all to the almighty favour of God, and have
been brought to the dust, that Christ may be exalted, that you can realize
this. truth. I am thankful to be here on this occasion. When we hear
how God's servants are protected from the world, we are thankful to know
that there are those who take an interest in them. We all felt touched
at our chairman's reference to the fact that there are some servants of
God in the common Unions. Here is just the asylum they need, and
here is just the opportunity for us to show our love to the brethren.
This Society has a scriptural foundation, is worked by Christians; it
admits all evangelical Christians, and it brings God's people together.
The Rev. E. MITCHELL, of Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell : I need hardly
Sty how pleased. I am to be here to-night. To-day is the first time I have
had the pleasure of seeing Dr. DOUDNEY in the flesh. I am asked to give
a short address, but I am afraid it will be rather like a sermon. You
remember the story of the public-house sign painter. He was used to
painting red lions and bears, but on being asked to paint an angel, he
said, "I don't think I can." On persuasion, however, he consented to
try, but remarked that he thought it would turn out rather like a lion.
The same sentiment will apply to my address. I am going to speak
!for a short time on our Lord's address in His wonderful prayer, "Our
Father, -who art in heaven." I regard it as the sweetest title of our
God, because it is a symbol of the sweetest relationship. We do not
acknawledge, as do some, the universal Fatherhood, though we don't
deny it in a certain broad sense, remembering the words, " We are His
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offspring." But in a special, gracious way He is our Father, and we
owe it to His sovereign mercy that He has made the fact known to us by
the Holy Spirit. Some imagine that the Holy Spirit says in an audible
voice to the saved, "You are the child of God," but this is generally
not the gase. The Holy Spirit leads them to long after God, and
so on until they cry, "Abba, Father," through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ. I must be humbled to know where and what I am, before I
can realize that it is only through His grace that I can know God as
Father. This must be my firm conviction and the deep experience of
my heart. If there were given me two ways of getting to heavenone by my own works, and another by grace, I would choose sovereign
grace, because of its sweetness. The very angels cannot sing so high
as the ransomed sinner. It is a wondrous mercy to be called His
servant, but, His sons !-it seems to me-and I say it with all reverence
-that God could go no fnrther. It raises the largest expectation in our
hearts. Nothing for our good will be withheld. He that spared not
His Son, will He not also freely give all we need 1 What a logician.
the Apostle was! He, as it were, si:ences all objections. Some Christians say we should be satisfied to creep into hraven by the back door.
No, God intends us to go in honourably. It is not what will satisfy us,
but what will satisfy Him. Even us earthly parents know that we give
our best to our children. God will make us worthy for our state, fit for
His presence. Jesus says, not" My Father," but" Our Father" j "Your
Father, because He is My Father." This should bring Christians nearer
each other. We readily admit there are differences, but when we come
to the fundamental truth, we willingly lose sight of minor differences.
I am what I am, because I honestly believe, as far as I have been
shown, that I am near to the New Testament principles j but all
God's children are saved by the same Redeemer, enlightened by the
same Spirit, have the same hope and the same aspirations. There is
no place where differences vanish so quickly as at the throne of grace.
This Society takes in the aged pilgrims of all sections of Christ's
Church, and to help it on ought to be considered a privilege. You
know John sa.ys, "If Ohrist laid down His life for us, we also ought
to lay ours down for the brethren." Surely, then, we could lay down
a little of our pockets. I have hf3ard it said that some novel readers
will shed tears over the woes and trials of their imaginary heroes or
heroines. Don't let our feelings evaporate in that way, but let us be
practical, and ask ourselves, how muc~ can we do for those whom we
profess to call our brethren 1 Sometimes we are victimised at our
street doors, but here is a means of doing real good without the
slightest fear. Let the practical result of this evening be shown by
next year's balance-sheet. God bless the institution!
The Chairman next called upon the Rev. GEORGE PLAFORD, chaplain
to Her Majesty's prison at Holloway. He begged to be excused
addressing the meeting, as he was not at all well.
The Rev. WILLIAM SINDEN, of Regent Street, was the next speaker.
He remarked that he would not keep them very 10n/1:. You have had,
I thiuk, very nice fare to night. I Use the word" nice" advisedly j there
has been a nice tone about the addresses. I like to hear the word" grace " ;
the longer we live, the dearer it is to us. -There may be a perfect
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revolution in a man; he may go the whole round of the sects, and ye~
not be a believer. A somewhat curious incident is told of a member
of the Society of Friends, who had a coachman very much addicted to
swearing. His master once said to him that, if he refrained from this
habit, he would give him a new coat. The man did, and the promised
coat arrived. "John," said the Friend, "I am glad thou hast given up
swearing." "Yes," replieJ the man, "but I'm terribly given to lying:'
Apart from Him, there is no real change of heart. There are many
aged pilgrims who have gloomy views of their spiritual condition, but they
never say, '.' God has not dealt with me in grace." Remember, friends,
"Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin" ; "Blessed
are they that know the joyful sound." God never makes up His mind
to bless His people; it was made up from all eternity. His children
shall walk in the light of His countenance. The ,I joyful sound" is the
sound of His Gospel exalted in preaching; and, if to me it is a joyful
sound, I am blessed. Mark that, ye aged pilgrims-ye that are nearly
home, whose race is almost done.
A vote of thanks was unanimously given to Mr. INSKIP for presiding,
to which he responded in a few suitable words. A vote of thanks was
also presented to the ladies who provided the tea.
The hymn, "Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing," followed by the
Benediction, pronounced by the Rev. C. STIRLING, brought the
nineteenth anniversary of the Hornsey Asylum of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society to a close.
:"-- ------~-

AFTER-THOUGHTS.-THE MEETING AT THE HORNSEY RISE
ASYLUM OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
LAST Sunday, as well as for many weeks past, I was anticipating my
long-standing engagement for Friday, and the Lord alone knows the
weight it was upon my mind; so much so, that I have resolved (the
Lord being my Helper) never to make another engagement of the kind
so much in advance. I would far sooner be called upon at once for
this or that service than have it so long in anticipation. Three of the
most grateful times I ever remember to have had in preaching, and
that in a strange church, were when I was called upon to occupy the
pUlpit at a mere half-hour's notice. With variable health, and the many
obstacles which so often present themselves, to say the least., it is
critical for an old man, far advanced in his eightieth year, to make an
engagement embracing a railway journey, to and fro, of little short of
two hundred miles, besides a drive through the crowded London.
However, my kind friend Mr. OOLLINGRIDGE had made the best possible arrangements in order to save fa.tigue and ensure punctuality.
He met me with a carriage at· the Waterloo station, which I reached
by the 11.39 train. from Portsmouth. There I had the pleasure
of meeting both my eldest son and daughter, with her eldest girl.
By previous arrangement, we were then driven into the City to
partake of a light luncheon, and then direct to Homsey Rise. In themost unexpected way we were driven through localities of long-standing and deepest interest. We passed one church (the Chapel of Ease,
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Holloway) in walking towards which, some years ago, when about to
occupy the pulpit, I was almost overwhelmed in contemplating what
God had wrought in my behalf in my previous connection with that
neighbourhood. The reflections upon my then position and the engagement which awaited me were such as seemingly to render my case
practically impossible. Nevertheless, they were plain matters of fact,
which prompted to adoring wonder, praise, and thanksgiving. Next; we
passed within a few yards of the spot where my bnsiness career had
commenced, and which was the scene of numberless and acute exercises.
There two of my first family were born, one of whom-the last relic of
that; first family-was then and there with me. How, at the moment,
I recalled his birth, and the fact of his delicacy-not being allowed to
attempt to read until he was seven years of age. I could but recollect,
too, his standing, as a child of between three and four years of age,
by the side of his mother's open grave, holding the hand of his bereaved and desolate father, and exclaiming in terror, " Not going to bury
me, papa 7" That dear son-now within a few days of fifty-three years
of age-about to take part of the service devolving upon his old father.
Oh, what had God wrought in the fifty years' interim 7 Could such have
been foreshown, what would have been thought of such foreshowing 7
What, but that such was a sheer impossibility 7 Oh, the baseness of
unbelief! the cruel mistrust of such a Father and such a Friend! How
such facts sink one into the very dust of self-loathing and abhorrence!
How does such forgetfulness, ingratitude, and calling in question the
details of the little future, constitute one the very chief of sinners!
It leaves one in a condition neither of will or power to cast a stone at
the very vilest of the vile, or the basest of fellow-sinners. I repeat,
what could I, under the circumstances, say but "What hath God
wrought" 7 Oh, could certain places speak, what would be their testimony but to the praise and glory of Him who taketh such merciful
and condescending interest in His poor and helpless as well as worthless and undeserving creatures ~
What a recalling of long-gane-by circumstances and events did the
passing visit to this locality present as in a moment! Within a few
minutes, 'moreover, we drove by the spot on which, fifty years ago,
stood the pretty cottage where I commenced my editorial career, and
from which afterwards I buried the whole of my family, with the
exception of the precious relic aforenamed then with me. What reflections were thus necessarily enkindled! In that very locality, moreover,
some thirty years afterwards, I was privileged to speak in one of the
neighbouring churches in my dear Lord and Master's name.
Arrived at length at our destination, the Hornsey Rise Asylum, how,
numerous and how grateful were the greetings which awaited me! One
of the first was that by an aged inmate whose countenance bore the
most marked contentedness and lively gratitude. The mention of her
name brought vividly to mind a train of circumstances of, to me at least,
intense interest. When residing at Perry Vale, before going to Ireland,
in 1846, a little company met of a Sunday evening for prayer and
reading the Word. Two young persons were among the regular attendants. Most sacred were those seasons, and never to be forgotten. I,
never remember a greater outpouring upon my own soul of a spirit of.
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prayer and supplication than upon those occasions. Upon a visit to
England, some time after my ordination, and when about to preach at
a large church in Bermondsey, who should present herself in the vestry
but one of the young persons to whom I have referrEd ~ At the close
of the interview, and when about to enter upon the services of the
day, I said to her, "Pray for me, will you ~ " I could but feel the
contrast of conducting the service in that large London church, with
my small remote sphere in the sister·land. After my return to Ireland,
I was not a little surprised at receiving a lengthened letter from the
person in question, in which she stated· that, for some two years, she
had been in such a state of soul as to be upon the very verge of hopelessness and despair. Her case, to her own mind, was such that prayer
seemed a mockery! Hence she abandoned it! During that timetwo years or thereabouts-as far as memory serves, she had never
bowed the knee. She was thrown off her guard at my asking her to
pray for me.; and, having promised to do so, in seeking to keep her
word, she not only prayed on my behalf, but was then led to pray for
herself, and thus the spell and the snare were broken. Hence we see
how praying for others leads to praying for one's self. Would that
we could keep this fact-for a fact it is-more in mind! Doubtless,
under such circumstances, relief and comfort would ofttimes be found,
in place of bondage and discomfort. Many years passed away, and
long after I had supposed she had been taken home, she wrote,
stating that then, when near her seventieth year, she was a candidate for a place in the Hornsey Rise Asylum. Hence our meeting;
and hence, thought I, "Where could there be a more striking proof of
the value of such an In8titution, and where more satisfactory evidence
of its well-working, than the cheerful countenance and the happy tone
of mind of this dear aged and once so tried and long-tempted and disconsolate a pilgrim ~ " What a proof, too, of the truth of the promise,
"At eventide it shall be light," and of being brought to the grave in
a good old age, and "like a shock of corn fully ripe." Doubtless, in
our aged sister we had a specimen and example of the many housed
and nourished in that sacred establishment in their old and declining
days. Oh, how I wished for time and strength to have gone from
room to room and pilgrim to pilgrim, to hear from their own lips
testimony upon testimony and proof upon proof of what the Lord had
been to and for them! Gladly indeed would I have listened to such
testimonies had time and opportunity offered. As I have said, many
were the greetings and most heart-warming the numerous salutations
upon" the part of those who had gathered together from various parts
of the kingdom upon that interesting occasion.
The reader, I presume, will readily imagine that, had I yielded to the
promptings which the then state of things naturally suggested-the
review of the lengthened past, the present varied position and circumstances of those then and there assembled, and the fu.ture that awaited
them-one would have been completely overcome. I am persuaded that,
had I dwelt in my contemplations upon the next met'ting of those there
gathered together, with the varied circumstances and tone of mind in
which they would pass away, I should have been utterly unequal to
the effort of attempting to address them. I had asked the Lord for
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composure " that He was pleased to give me. Had I craved personal
comfort and enjoyment, and been indulged with the same, I believe my
feelings would have so obtained the mastery that I could not possibly
have spoken at all. I have known somewhat of this state of things in
the course of my ministry, and therefore I think it was in very mercy
the Lord withheld from me that personal enjoyment with which at
other times He has been pleased to favour me. As to what was spoken,
I can only ask at the Lord's hand that it might redound to His glory,
and prove to many a soul "a word in season."
By the good providence of God, and in connection with the excellent
arrangements of my good friend Mr. COLLINGRIDGE, I was enabled to
catch the 5.50 train from Waterloo, and reach my destination (Southsea)
by nine o'clock, goodness and mercy having attended me throughout.
the day. ,

DEA.TH OF THE REV. N ATHA.N CHALLIS.
IT again falls to our lot to record the death of another of the Lord's
servants, one who was deservedly loved and highly esteemed for the
truth's sake. We were personally acquainted for many years, he being
a resident at Leiceeter, and meeting from time to time with the clerical
brethren there. For eight years he was associated in the ministry with
the late Mr. PROSSER, at Thame, in Buckinghamshire j after that he
laboured with the late Mr. ADAM:S and Mr. ROLLESTO~, in Leicestershire. For above three years he held the curacy of St. Luke's, Bedminster. It was with considerable hesitation he undertook this sphere
of labour, principally (if we mistake not) on account of the size of the
church, his voice not heing equal to its requirements. Few, if any,
could entertain a more lowly view of himself and his talents than did
our late friend. He was the humblest and most retiring of men.
Were we to express our opinion of him in one word, it would bemeekness. At the same time he held and proclaimed the truth in its
purity. No man could more heartily than he testify to the great and
glorious fact, "By grace are ye saved through faith j and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should
boast." Hence he ascribed the entirety of salvation, both in its design
and operations, to God, and God alone. No man could with greater
zest declare than he, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto
Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
Mr. CHALLIS suffered from greatly-impaired health. Vve understood
that his delicacy originated in a severe cold, taken after the severe exercise
on his way to and from his parish work by means of a tricycle. Large
swellings presented themselves in different parts of his body, causing
great discomfort. Notwithstanding his extreme delicacy, however, and
the great uncertainty to what his present so impaired health might
lead, dropsy being apprehended, his perfect tranquillity and the apparent
total absence of anxiety or concern upon his part, was often a source
of the greatest surprise to us. Often have we mentally placed our3elves
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in his stead, and thought. how very, very different would be our state
soul, if placed in his circumstances. It would seem, therefore, that
the prevailing tone of his mind was, "The will of the Lord be done."
It gave us sincere pleasure and satisfaction, when we heard of the
arrangement for his going to labour at W orton, near Devizes, in connection with Mr. ALDRIDGE. Holding and proclaiming the same truths
as they did, coupled with the latter's kindness of manner and great
,consideration, we had every hope of a permanent and successful cooperation. Mr. CHALLIS'S last letter tended greatly to strengthen both
our hope and belief in this respect. After-circumstances, however,
prove how. vain and uncertain are all human hopes and expectations.·
How little did either Mr. CHALLIS, or any in connection with him,
,imagine that he was going to 'vYarton, there so speedily to end his
<lays and terminate his ministry. How true the saying, "Man proposes,
but God disposes." How equally true the statem~nt, "We know not
w hat shall be on the morrow." "What is your life 1 It is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away."
'Vhilst we cannot but feel-and that deeply, too-the removal of
such men as our departed friend, we can but at the same time rejoice
on his account. He is "taken from the evil to come." He is called
,away at a most critical crisis of both Church and nation. His labours
are over; his sufferings at an end. No more wearisome days, nor
~leepless nights, shall fall to his portion. All these former things are
for ever and ever at an end. Blessed be God, he has >\ntered upon
that rest that remaineth for the people of God~f

" All his sorrows left below,

And earth exchanged for heaven."
We cannot but hope and pray that all needed grace and strength may
be vouchsafed to the bereayed widow; that divine consolation ma.y be
Jargely vouchsafed to the daughter, and sanctifying effects bestowed
upon the son, by means of this so sudden and unexpected visitation.
The annexed letter is the last we received from our late dear friend
,and fellow-Iabourer:Worton, Devizes, June 26th, 1890.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-You will see by the address, as written above,
that we have removed from Bristol to Worton. The Lord has granted us so
many indications of His good will and pleasure, with respect to this change
in our earthly lot, that we are well content. He has manifestly directed our
steps, and has graciously inclined us to follow Him. We are fully persuaded
that He, in His supreme wisdom, has fixed the bounds of our habitation here.
I hope to walk in fellowship with Mr. ALDRIDGE, whose heart the Lord
has opened towards me. Both he and Mrs. ALDRIDGE are very kind to us.
E: have reason to think my health is improving, and that He who has brought
me low will lift me up, if i& be for His glory 80 to do. The words in
Lamentations iii., 30, apply to me. The Lord has had an obstinate rebel to
deal with since He took me in hand.
Dear Doctor, I am troubled with a very proud spirit. It is marvellous
that God should have borne with one so long I With our united love to you
all,
I am, yours very truly,
. N. CHALLIS.
The foregoing was written only ten days before his summons home.
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How it proves the little insight which, as creatures, we have into the
future ! Just as he was calculating upon an improved. state of things,
in regard to his health, the dismissal from' his poor frail tabernacle
came. As to the "obstinacy," as a "rebel," of which he speaks, and
his "very proud spirit," we know of no one to whom such statements,
as far as we could judge, less applied. We have already expressed our
opinion as to the great meekness of his whole character and bearing.
In that opinion we have been borne out by those who well knew him.
The annexed letter contained the tidings for which we were so little
prepared : - .
W01'ton, Devizes, Jnly 6th, 1890.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-You will, I know, be grieved to hear that my
precious father passed away this afternoon, shortly after four o'clock. It is
a terrible blow to my dear mother and myself. Bd appeared remarkably
better, until early in last week he took a fresh cold, but did not complain
much. On Thursday he asked me to make som~ calls with him, which I
did, and he seemed so bright and cheerfuL; but the wind was cold, and I
believe he took a chill, and that., in addition to walking too far, brought on
an attack of· bronchitis, and he spent a most restless night. On Friday
morning we called in a doctor from Devizes, and the remedies made use of
appeared to give him relief, until this morning, about seven, his breathing
became much worse. It was most distressing to see and hear him, but all
the time he was so patient, not a murmur escapin~ his lips; indeed, I do
not think he was aware his end was so near, until about three this afternoon
we saw a marked change, and he said, " I don't think I shall be here long;
my breathing is so bad." He said very little; indeed, he was too ill to say
more than a word or two at a time. This morning mother quoted the
lines"Think of what thy Saviour bore
In the gloomy Garden,
Sweating blood ..t every pore
To procure thy pardon;"
and he replied emphatically, " Wonder ful grace!"
I wish I could recollect more, but I feel I cannot c lliect my though's;
it seems like a dream. Dear, dear father! his sufierings are over, and he is
for ever with Jesus. Do pray for llS.
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours affectionately,
E. CHALLIS.
The next letter is from his bereaved widow:-

Worton, Devizes, July 12th, 1890.
My DEAR DR. DouDNEY,-We thank you for your kind, sympathetic
letter.

I little thought my dear husband was so near home when we left
It seems so mysterious, as he bore the removal to W orton so well,
we thought, there being more tone about him, and, as EUNICE remarked,
he seemed more like his old self. I do feel my loss acutely, yet how blessed
to know he is with his Saviour, freed from all sin, Buffering, and sorrow!
He said very little the day he died, his breathing was so painful. I repeated,
"In all their afflictions, He was afflicted"; he replied, .. The Angel of His,
presence saved them." I said, "Who is the Angel of His presence 1" " The
Lord Jesus Christ," he said. At the close, he took us both by the hand,
and kissed us. We saw his lips move, yet could not hear anything audible.
We were both with him when he departed. The dear Lord has granted
daily strength.. I have proved Him God All-sufficient in sustaining me in
this grea.t trial.
Bri~tol.
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My dear son left lis yesterday. Mr. and Mrs.- ALDRI'DGEare most kind.
Be feels it much.
EUNICE unites with me in Christiau love to you, Mrs. DOUDNEY, and
MrJ. GEORGE.
Believe me, yours affectionately,
SARAH CHALLIS.
Again the bereaved widow writes as follows:Wortol'l, Devizes, July 16th, 1890.

My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Thank you for your note received ihis morning.
My dear daughter will copy the notes jotted dowu from time to time by my
precious husband of the Lord's dealiog. with him. He liVEd in close communion with his Lord and Saviour, castiog all his cares upon Him. How
often we have praised the Lord together for Bis merciful interposition on
our behalf, many, many times! I do feel my loss indeed. We have sorrowed
and rejoiced together. Oh, what a blank it is! and just as we are settled
in this place! It seems so mysterious. My dear children feel it most bitterly.
I think the Lord must have some purpose in it. He cannot err. These
words came so forcibly to me the other day, "Shall not the Judge of all
the earth do right 1"
,
The dear Lord has sustained and strengthened us thus far. We must
speak good of Him, a, we have proved Him a present help in this our great
troubltl, in giving strength equal to the day.
I am sure you would feel it very keenly on Sunday. I do hope the Lord.
may stand by you, and strengthen you to proclaim His truth in these latter
days. I often ,think it will not be loog ere we join the ,blest assembly.
"They cannot be perfect without us." Blessed thought!
Believe me, yours very affectionately,
SARAH CHALLIS.
The reference made in the foregoing to Sunday, is in regard to the
fact, that Sunday evening, the 13th July, was the first time we had
occupied the pulpit of St. Luke's for ten weeks, and that in the interim
the three dear servants of God, who from that pulpit had from time
to time given their testimony, had been called home. It was to our
own mind a deeply-solemn reflection, especially when our own advanced
years and impaired health were taken into consideration.
The speedy reunion of which our bereaved friend speaks is indeed a
matter for sincere and heartfelt rejoicing, the more especially when we
consider how soon, from the very nature of things, it must be. Advanced
years and increased infirmities bespeak the fact, that there cannot be a
long delay. How cheering, too, the thought, that "They without us
should not be made perfect"! If" the Lord had need of them," blessed
be His name, "He hath need of us also."
!'When God makes up His last account
Of children in His holy mount,
, 'Twill be an honour to appear
,-- . ~s~me new-born or nourished .there."
Miss CHXLLtS~' in 'writing to' our' d'ear' wife; when speaking 'of her
dear mother,' says ': . ""God is very good in supporting her under this
terrible bereavement. She feels it deeply, but her calmness is wonderful.
I had been thinking" (continues Miss CHALLIS) "of writing, and giving you
a description of our pretty, comfortable old 'home. I was just beginning
to feel so happy in and interested in the place, and now it all seems
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blighted~a. shadow over everything-a dreadful,aching void, that·only
the Lord Himself can fill. Oh, that He would!
" It does indeed seem mysterious that we should be permitted to come
here, and my dear father taken at once j but there must be a reason
for it, and we know that

'God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain.'
I do wa.nt _to Hay. 'Thy will be done,' but oh, it is so hard! I am
always looking back upon the past, and spending my time in useless
regrets. le is a comfort to think of his eternal happiness, and that if
he could come back, he wQuld not. He must havt' suff~red far more
than I had any conception of, but now all his sufferings and sorrows
are past, and he is satisfied in his Saviour's likeness-' abundantly
satisfied.'
"It was sweet to feel every word Mr. ALDRIDGE read on Thursday
in the burial service was true of him. You remember, I am sure, the
text on the mourning card was the one he preached from at St. Luke's
-on April 27th."" It was the last I heard him preach, and I remember
how solemnly he spoke, and how he asked t.he question, 'Do you know
Him now?'
"The last time my dear father preached was in this church, on
Whit-Sunday, May 25Lh. The morning text was from John xvi.; the
evening, Romans viii. 1, 'There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Ohrist Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
tb.e Spirit.' This was his last text."
And well may we add, what a glorious declaration with which to
close his testimony for God and truth! What a precious farewell word
to leave with the Ohurch in the wilderness, ere he took his departure
to "see Him no more through a glass darkly, but face to face," in "the
!:louse nut made with hands, eternal in the heavens "-there personally
and eternally to realize, in all its fulness and blessedness, what he had
often sung of, in hopeful anticipation"There shall, I see His face,
And never, never sin;
There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleaslU'es in."
The annexed is from a beloved friend, a' former member of his con..,
gregation at Thame :Mr. CHALLIS was curate to the late Rev. J. PROSSER eight years, during
which time his labours in the parish were indefatigable. gaining the love and
esteem of all who knew him, particularly the poor of his flock, who received
his visits with much pleasure. He was most consistent in character, 'and, by
G-od's, grace, preached faithfully the ~lorious verities of the Gospel, and
shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God. He was much esteemed
9Y al1'who lov,ed the truth. His resignation was received by the Vicar ,with
"This was on the morning that dear Mr.

SAUNDERS

died.

2 K 2

500

The GosjJtl Magazine.

much sorrow, for they had walked in love and fellowship with Jesus dluing
the whole period.

The reader may judge with what feelings we again occupied the
pulpit of St. Luke's, when, as before stated, during our absence from it,
the three dear brethren had been called to their rest. What a reminder
was it of one's own mortality, and how soon we too might hear th£
summons, "The Master is come, and calleth for thee."
THE EDITOR,

WARNING WORDS. ~
WE would gladly pass over in silence certain movements in the presell!;
day, and leave the isme ill the hands of Him who" worketh all things
after the counsel of His own wilL" did we not feel that such sileDL;e
and the failing to raise the warni'ng voice, would, in a certain sense at
least., be to countenance such movements. If an enemy were approaching a city, and the sentiuel failed to give notice of the fact and thus
arouse the inhabitants to a sense of their danger, would he not be
responsible for their destruction ~ In like manner, if a professed sef\'ant
of God gave not the cautionary and admonitory word, when a line of
things was advocated in direct antagonism to the principles and practices laid down in the great Counsel Book, to say the least, would not
such professed servant of God subject himself to well-deserved censure
and reproach 7 Now, upon the great principle of" To the law and the
testimony, if they speak not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them," we ask, Is there anything in that 'Yord-can
there be au~ht-that would justify such a line of things as that to
which we are about to call the attention of our readers ~ In a recent
number of one of the weekly periodicals, published in large folio form,
is an advertisement, occupying half the first page, and set out in the
most ehborate and glowing colours. Here is its wording:"The Salvation Army will celebrate their twenty-fifth anniversary at
the Crystal Palace, on Tuesday, July 15th, 1890. There will be fifty
thousand officers, soldiers, and friends; one hundred bands; march-past
of twenty thousand saved warriors in uniform; huge meetings for sinners
all day long j hundreds out for salvation j gigantic thanksgiving meeting;
grand solemn assembly-ten thousand seeking God at once; thousands
of candidates and recruits j five hundred dossers from the shelters j
five thousand voices on the orchestra j great company of junior soldiers j
wonderful baptisms of the Holy Ghost; largest band on earth; gathering
national and international representatives from all over the world j the
glorious praises of God j revelations, confessions, consecrations j the
Rescue home and Slum homes; the treadmill-Millbank. English,
Irish, Scotch, Canadians, Americans, Germans, French, Swiss, Dutch,
Swedes, Norwegians, Belgians, Russians, Indians, Australians, Danes.
Gmnd reception of the Geneml)' and the most extraordinary musical
festival ever attempted. Everybody seeking the glory of God and the
Mlvation of others. Excursions from all parts, Admission one shilling,
Don't fail to be there. The annual report, with audited accounts of
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the Salvation Army, is published, price sixpence, entitled 'Apostolic
Warfare,' and should be diligently perused by all who are really interested in :the rapid extension of the Redeemer's kingdom. There are
now 4,300 trained officers labouring in the foreign field, and 4,500 ~n
Great Britain, holding upwards of 46,800 Gospel services every week,
:and the hundreds of penitent, anxious souls faithfully and effectually
·dealt with in visiting, as well as at the meetings in every district,
,demonstrate God's approval and blessing. The work has so marvellously "increased, that it is now deemed expedient to appeal to every
reader for prayerful and practical support. The sick and wounded
officers from far and near must be cared for. The slum sisters must
be supported. Our re~cue deliverers must be kept going. The training
of officers, in still larger numbers, must go forward. Our' night
shelters' for the homeless must be multiplied. The advance throughout
the world must be continued and increased. Please cross cheques, 'City
Bank,' payable to General BOOTH, Salvation Army Account" and address
the Secretary, 101, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. N.B.-Holiness
meetings every Thursday, at three p.m., in Exeter Hall."
Does the foregoing need comment 1 Can it in the leastwise be in
harmony with the Word of God 1 Will the Holy Ghost (whose sacred
Name is here introduced) sanction such a daring assumption of His
character and divine operations 1 Is there aught in the Word of God
to sanction such homage being paid to a mere creature whose breath is in
his nostrils, and who must speedily return to the dust whence he came ~
Upon the face of it, was there ever a baser falsehood than the declaration, "Everybody seeking the glory of God and the salvation of others" 1
We believe that a greater delusion or a more false assumption of divine
things was never attempted; and, if the ultimate result be not a fatal
collapse, we are woefully deceived.
Moreover, what can be more lamentable, especially in such critical
times as the present, than Her Majesty's sanctioning the opening of a
certain portion of the Castle at Windsor, which has been closed to the
public since the lamented death of his Royal Highness the Prince
Consort, in order that the public may attend and listen to the bands
on a Sunday afternoon 1 It is stated that seven and eight thousand
persons have been present on these occasions. What is such a course
but placing our English Sundays on a par with the Parisian
Sunday 1 Will not God, sooner or later, avenge Himself upon such a
nation as this 1 We are going over to Popery, both as a Church and
nation, quite fast enough without giving this downward course such
.additional impetm. Would that there were a JOHN KNOX to remon~te with the Queen, that she might retrace her steps, ere it is too
iate. It would be well for Her Majesty to be reminded, at her
advanced years, how soon she must appear before the Judge of quick
and dead, to give account of her stewardship.
The Record of July 18th, speaking of the above assembly, says :-_" The Salvation Army demonstration at the Crystal Palace, on
Tuesday, fully justified the hopes of its leaders. It was, indeed, the
biggest thing yet known in the annals of that remarkable movement.
The attendance numbered some eighty thousand persons, and from 7
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a.m. until 10 p.m. there was a constant round Of meetings, the series
concluding with a grand review of troops. The most remarkable
engagement seems to have been . C the great solemn assembly" in the
centre transept, when the enthusiasm rose to fever heat: 'Women,'
we read, 'crouch in attitudes of supplication, raising their voices on high,
and sobbing till the tears run down their cheeks in torrents. Strong
men grovel all fours on the ground . . . . the General ever and anon
stimulates the frenzy. He shouts, "Come along to salvation!" and
terror-stricken girls and quaking youths totter up the steps.'''
" We forbear making any comment" adds the Record, "upon this
terrible scene." Not, we presume, for want of material, for assuredly
there is abundant to prove that these anti-scriptural prcceedings are
amongst the fearful and destructive delusions of the last days.

~.orrtsuonb.en.c.e.

A

WHICH SHALL WIN 1
WORD TO PATRIOTIC ENGLISHMEN.

To the Editor of the Gospel lvIagazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-At this crisis in the history of philanthropy,
I venture to ask the insertion of what may possibly prove of new
interest to your readers. As all are aware, Dr. BARNARDO, of the
Home for Waifs and Strays, London, has been called upon to produce
a boy, by llame GOSSAGE, and to deliver him up to his parents. This
he has refused to do. The case has been tried in more than O!'le·
court of justice, the result being necided in favour of the boy's parents
or friends, and thus against Dr. BARNARDO. He now appeals to the
! House
of Lords, and, should their decision be against him, the ol1>ly
alternative will be that he must go to gaol.
May I presume, at the outset, to statE' my conviction that, to every
careful observer, the whole proceedings against Dr. BARNARDO have been
manifestly a fight betwixt Protestantism and Roman Catholicism-a
test of right, truth, and honest charity, in opposition to the unjustifiable exaction of priestcraft. I might also express a belief that tLe'
mother has not, nor is, acting upon her own demands, but is simply as.
a tool in the hands of an interested party, as, alas! only too many
. others, in similar circumstances, have been. We have heard it said,
and in truth, that the great Protestant bulwark of this our loved
country has been the Church of England; but is it so still1 Most.
deeply we deplore the contrary, inasmuch as few are the churches now
in existence in which the cloven foot of Popery has not entered, either
in the form of Ritualism, Jesuitism, or avowed Romanism. Unles~.
therefore, the dissenting churches of our land are alive to their vast
responsibilities, woe betide us! for has not the pervert, Dr. MANNING,
declared his intention to subjugate England, and to bring her under
. Popish control 1
.
But I am thankful publicly to acknowledge that certain men amongst.
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us are awaking to a .;sense.of duty,:.and are yeJ, Qolg. in" th~jr lidenuncia.·tions of wrong and tyranny.. .To a.dis~llnting ,lJlilljSt.er.; theR~v: EDwARD
KNIBBS, ,lam ,indehtedfof the. fQl1ow.ing.,remi\rk~.; . Said .he, at a recent
public meeting: "1 believe tao Aime will come when, in ~ur Annual
.Conference, the question will not onlY' be asked, 'Do, you' take .snuff 1
Do you smoke 1 Are 'you engaged 1 but, Are you a Protestant?" And,
in reference to the BARNARDO case, he stated that in Leamington was
a ·most ardent lady advocate. of a Il).other's c,laim. Says she, in her
addresses: "Who can know the wealth of a mother's affection for her
absent boy 1. Who can estimate the deep yearning ofh~art for him 1
the lon~ing desire to see him 1 the intense regard entertained towards
him 1 Who tell the amount of soul anguish, distress, and grief on his
account 1 loved and darling boy!"
What! . this a mother's feeling whose character was such that her
husband of necessity left home for the safety of il neighbour's house,
.iil order· to change his every-day clothes at the end of the week for his
Sunday attire, and then on the Monday morning to appear in his usual
outfit, lest the best should be pawned 1 A mother know aught of these
emotions who deliberately offers her boy for sale, to two passing organgri!:lders, for the sum of three shillings, and -accepts the money to spend
it in drink, and for them to do with the boy as they pleased 1 Never
did a mother, worthy the name, act in like manner; the term, in such
instance, cannot but be grossly misappropriated. After a while, the
.organ-grinders grow tired of the boy, beat him off, and leave him
deserted upon a' doorstep. At length application is made for his admittance at the Home for Waifs and Strays, and Dr. BAR~ARDO takes
-him,
I write thus, not with partiality to Dr. BARN4-RDO, any more than to
·the founders of other noble institutions; but,as already intimated, this
I believe to be a case of special note, and fought for the good of the
·country. It has at heart, necessarily, the interest of such homes as
Mr. GEORGE MULLER'S, Dr. STEVENSON'S, and the like. Not only so,
but Dr. BARNARDO has thrown out a wide challenge, the which CARDINAL
·MANNING and his fraternity may dispute if they can, to the effect that,
" Notwithstanding all their pretentions, they have not a home or refuge
in existence such as his in London, kept open for the reception of
wandering, homeless, and neglected children, and that, as a sequence,
,they go uncared for."
What, then, becomes of the much-vaunted self-denying labours of the
so-called" sisters" and" brothers of mercy 1" Not a single home fnr
starving children and wretched outcasts! Why, these were the very
-ones for whom' their professed "mercy" was intended, and yet they
have been left in a state of utter destitution.
Shall such a self-righteous, Pharasaical, sanctimonious toleration now
triumph, and will, wily .stratagem and sophistry . gain. the day 1 - Men
of England, beware! . True, we live in an age of callousness, and are,
as a nation, indifferent to our privileges, but is not this a call to duty
and an appeal to conscience 1 Shall we, in this flippantly-termed
liberty.loving land" hand down to posterity. a worli?e than heathen
slavery? We hear the cry of "Religious equality," and, "Every man
enjoy' his own opinion." Well. and good, so far as it goes; but is Rome
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content -wit~' equality,' or is she satisfied with aught short· of absolute
sway? Look at her monasteries, nunneries, and convents, erected in
"free England," defying inspection. And what are they 1 Says Pastor
CHINIQUY, "Dens of infamy and vice, haunts of drunkenness and disorder;" and - yet, whilst known to be so characterized, supported and
encouraged by a supposed Protestant people. Time, I say, we were
alive to our position, and, pending the result of the High Court of
Justice- in this all~important case, up and doing. If Dr. BARNARDO
should fail, as with respect to the nohle accomplishments brought about
by the Editor of the Pall Mall Gazette, then, as loyal Englishmen,
firm to the dearly-bought principles of the Reformation, we shall be
called upon to loudly protest. And, in cOlJclusion, let me add, I trust
such will be the effect of our righteous indignation, and such the power
of right and true philanthropy, that a deadly blow shall be dealt at
the tyrant, Popery, and Christian Protestantism, the only real and
blessed liberty, be sWI maintained, to the honour of Queen VICTORIA,
and, above all, the glory of the King of kings.
Bristol. \
A. G. C.
A PRAYER AND ITS ANSWER.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
Sm,-It is the children who pray-not of nature, but of grace-the
children of regenp.ration, who have received the spirit of adoption, whereby,
we cry, Abba, Father. One who has lately commenced to read your
journal, relates to me the following practical and instructing and
impiring circumstance as having happened to himself. In his house
he was much troubled, and especially iu one bedroom, with cockroaches,
and, after the first night, visitors would not sleep in the room. Everyone knows what an affliction these things are, and so our brother
found them. Every conceivable means was tried, all to no purposeget rid of the plague he could not. Well, one day it was put into
his mind that he would lay the matter, as Hezekiah did his trouble,
-before the Lord; and, saying nothing-like Nehemiah-of what he was
about to do, he went into a particular room and shut the door. -In
pouring out his soul unto God he grasped -the promise. He told his
heavenly }<'ather how he was troubled-that he had tried all his known
means, . and that he could not drive out these beetles-he was at a
point-and now he came to Him, pleading His power and His
promised help. The answer was vouchsafed, and from that moment he
knew the plague was stayed. Still, he said nothing to anyone, but
to his wife he said that in that bedroom they would sleep that night;
and next day he asked if any cockroaches had been seen, and he
would give a sovereign if one had, but none had been seen nor could be
seen; and then he told his wife (who, it seems, is one of God's hungry
and thirsty ones, who realizes the clouds between herself and the Sun of
l~ighteousness) what he had done, and how he had grasped the promise;
ami, as far as I know, they have not had that trouble since!
It is a most serious thing to pray, and yet what a power it is in a
believer's life to call upon God-the God of power; the God who
performeth all things for me; the God who will perfect that which
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cimcerneth me; the God who' taketh my part against them" who
persecute me. Aye, when afflicted, persecuted, oppressed, we may
call upon Him and obtain deliverance. "This poor man cried, and
the Lord heard him, and delivered 'him." , He it is who wrought
deliverance for Israel, and who still hears and answers prayer. Having
made known the way of access-" Hitherto have you asked nothing
in My name "-He Himself inspires the petition, "Ask, and ye shall
receive." What power, then, is behind that "Ask"! what fulnese
behind, "Ye shall receive"! Olouds and darkness may be round about
Him, but all are dispelled when the Sun of Righteousness arises with
healing in His wings, and when the' grace of supplication and spirit
of prayer are given, the abundance of blessing follows. Truly, He
who is the Hearer and Answerer of prayer is the Inspirer of it
also, and God preserves His saints. He does so! "Who toucheth them,
,
toucheth the apple Of His eye."
But, Sir, it is one thing to pray, and quite another to know what
to pray for. It is easy to talk of praying with resignation, but the
,doing of it! There is the defining of what we desire, and the want of
knowledge of what is good for us. What we ask may be a present
good, but bodes suffering in the future. This so oppresses me at
times, that I cannot ask for anything in a way of providence. No
man knows what Providence has in store for him, nor what a day
may bring forth. We cannot look ahead, but we may realize that
"He is sufficient for all things." He never abdicates; He always
rules. He doeth whatsoever pleaseth Him, giving or withholding or
taking as seemeth best to Him. Oh, to realize that His power never
fails! that His wisdDm never errs! and we shall yet praise Him for
the light of His countenance, and His gracious Word, which says,
"All things work together for good, to them who love God, who are
the called," &c.
I think, now that our brother has had the experience his prayer
and the answer gave him, it will take more than a world of atheists
and infidels to convert him to the position of crying, "No God!"
When He reveals Himself, we know there is a God, and we know also
that He is ours. The world may laugh, and the" world may frown,
but He that is our God is the God of &alvation; but, if He hide His
tace, who then can either find or reveal Him 1 Luke xxiv. 16.
With best wishes to you, venerable Sir,
I am, yours in Him,
MICAIAH.
OOMMENTS.

Well does the poet say"What various hindrances we meet
In coming to the mercy-seat;
But who that knows the power of prayer,
But wishes to be often there? "
1. Our correspondent touches upon the fact, that means had been
used, and various plans adopted, but all had failed; and, as is commonly the case, a throne of grace was the last resort! His wonderful,
but not less wonderful than true, that the Lord Jesus is content to ba
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the, poor. sinner~s last, shift; 'and, in this ,He,shows.,thll love and. the
pity and the tenderness. of His· heart. ., ,.
.'
2.. Again, in the case,just named, ,there was· a giving heed to the
exhortation, ".Be careful for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests .be .made known unto
the Lord." Now, in our false estimate, as poor frail creatures, of
Jehovah's character, we vainly imagine that our trifling, every-day
-matters are beneath His notice, and we as vainly conclude that to
inquire and consult Him in regard to such, would be to insult Him, rather
than otherwise. On the cont.rary, so far from the Most High regarding
such a course as dishonouring to His great and glorious name" He views
it, in a totally-different light. It bespeaks the recognition of His
omniscience as well as omnipresence. It is a practical expression of
belief in the declaration, that " Nota sparrow falleth to the ground
without His knowledge"; and that "The very hairs of the head are all
numbered." At the same time, it is a practical acknowledgment of
human weakness and creature impotency, for we should not go to the
Lord to help, could we help ourselves. Hence, again, the resorting to
the throne of grace about our mean and trivial affairs isa marked
recognition of the fact, that "He giveth power to the faint, and to
those that have no mi~ht He increaseth strength." Therefort', such a
falling in with the divine record is most God-glorifying.
3. Another important feature in the aforementioned. case is, the conviction that· the prayer of the suppliant was answered, whilst as yet
there was no sign or tangible proof of the fact. Now, this, to our mind,
is one of the sweetest and most God.glorifying features of faith!
When deliverance is absolutely wrought, Satan and our poor fleshly
hearts conspire together to ascribe such deliverance to mere buman
causes, bllt, when tbere is a thorough assurance of deliverance, and
even praise and thanksgiving offered on account thereof, wbilst as yet
there is not tbe semblance of sign or token of such deliverance, this
.is' supernatural and God-glorifying indeed.
Such was the faith of
Eiijah, when he said unto Ahab-and that after so lengthened a season
'of drought-Cl Get. thee up; eat and drink; for there is a sound of
;l.bundance of rain." Now, what was this sound 1 Why, an echo from
the court of heaven; a love-whisper from the lips of Jesus;' a tender
response ,from the skies to the heart-cry of a poor suppliant in this
vale of tears; and such are among "the secrets" which the Lord
J ehovah makes known to His waiting and weary pilgrims through a
waste howling wilderness. These are connected with some of those
sacred spots into which no .mere formal professor or whole-bearted
religionist cannot-dare not-intrude. It is a feature blessedly con·
nected with the testimony, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know
them; and they follow Me; and a stranger will they not follow, for
they know not the voice of strangers."
.
4. We must contend, that the more simple and minutt', and apparently trivial, the matters brought before the Lord, the more He is
honoured thereby. It is a virtual expression of a sense of absolute
helplessness and entire need. In, therefore, waiting upon the· Lord, it
.i~ . presenting practical proof of belief both in His Word and His
tpower. .:.:,
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~"5. Tlie ~earrrest or 8ssutan'dl 'of tJrayet1 b~ing' h~ard and 'answeredfiij!

tlfe- case· under" consideration, was proved by the' -offer mltde in 'th-e<

event of one of the .dreaded' beetl~s being seen. God confirmed His.'
servant's faith by their entire withdrawal.
6. Oh,. that He were more tested! Oh, that we could more give
heed to His so encouraging exhortation;' "'The' cause that is too hard
for thee, bring it' unto Me; and I will hear it." Nothing is mOl'e
calculated to silence the infidel and put to shame the scoffer tban. the
positive proof of the Lord's having heard and answered prayer. What
a remarkable example, in proof of this, was that of an infidel lecturer
being, confronted, at a; large meeting, 'by an aged widow, who rose, at
the close of his lecture, and testified of what God had done, in her
case and that of her many fatherless one~. As she spoke of the fulfilment of His promise, "Leave thy fathl'l'less ones, I will preserve them
alive, and let thy widows trust in Me," she confounded the infidel, and
THE EDITOR.
received the general approval of the assembly.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.•
To the Editor of the Gospel Ma,qazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-In being permitted to send my June testimonies to you, I do so with a grateful heart, for the wondrous manner
the Lord even our God hath heard and answered prayer. Might I
kindly ask y~u~ reaq.ers .to turn to your March number, and therein
read my r~ques,t" inserted .through your exceeding kindness, asking to
,be enabled to send out half·a-dozen boxes to various foreign stations 1
,~oW what bath our God done? He has enabled us, through the largehearted kindness of :NIessrs. STAHLSCJHMIDT AND CO., DONALD CURRIE
AND Co., GELLATLY, HANKEY, SEWELL AND Co., and Peninsular and
Oriental Steamship Company, to send boxes containing religious books,
tracts. &c.,' foi free distribution amongst our sailors, soldiers, &c., to the
stations mentioned below. We desire most earnestly to thank those
generous friends who have helped us so nobly, but who we feel
assured would not like to have their names mentioned, for tbeir good
deeds in sending us gifts of money, books, &c. We have sent wellfilled boxes, one each to Antwerp, Gibraltar, Malta, Cape Town (three),
'Pietermaritzburg, Port Said, Bombay, Agra, Madras, Colom10, Calcutta,
'Singapore, Yokohama; also two to Lonuon, one to Guernsey. Three
more awaiting shipment-one for Alexandria, one Cairo, and one Rangoon. Well might we exclaim ,. "- Who !;; ~ke unto Thee, 0 Lord, among
the gods 1 Who is like Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing
wonders ?," A missionary from the United States of America has writt,en
asking for a box. . Who will help to send this, ~o him 1 Thanks very
much to the kind donors of 2,200 "Walks and Talks." "The blessing
of the Lord, it maketh rich." So we pray that He may richly reward
and bless all our supporters and sympathizers",~,"There is no fear in
l?ve; but. perfect love, casteth out fear.~', , ' . '
,
. FROM··ANTWERP.
" .I beg to: acknowledge witli sincere thanks a. box' of good and 'useful reading
-matter for d'stri'mt:ou a:nong our seamen. I 'need not say -that they are

508

The Gospel Magazine.

very acceptable, and will be helpful to us in our work here. I am also
grateful for your monthly parcel, and I can assure you that your books and
papers are well read, and go from here to all parts oE the world in our
llhips, and must do good. Praying for God's rich blessing on your work
for Jesus, and thanking you for thinking of us.
FROM A SAILORS' REST, FRANCE.
Thanks for the tracts so kindly sent, and hopes this
made known to her friends as worthy of their support.

instHu~ion

will be

OPEN AIR MISSION, LONDON.
We are very much obliged by your grant of publications (1,250) duly
~eceived.

FROM THE COMMON LODGING HOUSE MISSION.
I shall be glad if you can help us in our 1V0rk among the common lodging
houses in London, by favouring us with a free Ilrant of tracts, for which
there is a great demand amongst the inhabitants of these house!. We have
fourid - that this outca~t class of men and women, whose lives are of a
monotonous character, will therefore gladly avail themselves of any reading
matter that may come into their hands. Being anxious to supply them with
pure literature, we make this appeal to you to help us.
FROM THE ABOVE.
Many thanks for the box of literature received yesterday, for which we are
deeply grateful. I will send you a short paper giving two or three interesting facts.
FROM GUERNSEY.-A MISSION HALL WORKER.
I should have been happy to have continued receiving your parcels, as I
have every reason to believe that God was blessing the reading of the books
among our people here. Praying that God may abundantly bless you all.
[A hox was sent, and monthly parcels will be sent, so long as we know that
they are appreciated, but not otherwise.]
THE SECRETARY, MISSION TO DEEP SEA FISHERMEN.
Pray be assured of very hearty thanks for your kind and welcome gift.
BRITISH AND FOREIGN SAILORS' SOCIETY.
I write to thank you cordially for two parcels of books and tracts kindly
.sent to me for my w::>rk. These are very acceptable, and will be very useful.
Enclosed I send my last report. You will see list of ships and small vessels
Jlupplied last year. Besides this, in visiting ships I have opportunities for
~preading the seed of the Word.
FROM A LONDON WORKER.
I received the small parcel, for which please accept thanks. I wish you
'Could get me a grant of small books and tracts of Dr. DOUDNEY'S. I have
been circulating since 1883. Thanking you for all that you have done, with
my Christian regard. Ther<3 is no doubt good is being done. [A box was
sent to this worker.]
FROM A SAILORS' MISSIONARY IN LONDON DOCKS.
I have not written to you for a long time, having been very busy, but
I have none the less remembered you in prayer and thought of your useful
work for God. Our stock of Gospel books is getting very low; if you can
again help us, we shall be thankful. I am wanting almost everything-
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books for the ships' libraries, tracts and booklets for free distribution, and
magazines for sailors' parcels. What a power Dr. DOUDNEY has by his
writings; both at home and abroad they are specially valued, and I 'am
often asked for" 'Walks and Talks," and occasionally for that volume you
sent. me a few of some time ago, namely, "For ever with Jesus." The
GOSPEL MAGAZINE was specially mentioned in a letter from Demerara;
others have gone to Australia, India, China, &c. I ofren think what a joy
when all the sc .Uered workers who, though unable to meet here, are working together with Him, shall meet together in the presence of our loving
Saviour! Then, and not till then, shall we know how highly we have been
privileged to .speak, write, and work for the extension of Christ's kingdom.
May you have all needful ~race and a eonscio:lsness of His presence and
blessing in your work for Him.
FROM A MISSIONARY IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
I have been receivin!! a small package containing Gospel tracts and ma~a.
zines, for which I desire to thank you and to give you a personal "God
bless you!" The tracts and books are so useful to me in my missionary and
evangelistic work for the Ma~ter. My salary is small, that I cannot afford
to buy them. Durin~ the last four months I have travelled about 4,000
miles, preaching t'le Gospel from place to place. I wish I had more Gospel
books to give away. I trust the Lord will incline His people to assist. III
such a work. Many thanks for your kindness. Yours ever in Him.
THE ApPEAL FRO)I THE MISSIONARY, U.S.A.
Your kind letter cheered me yery much. I cannot thank you sufficiently
for the practical interest taken in me and the work of the Lord in which I
am engaged. The box of sound, religious reading would be of great servic"
in the work.
FROM AN OPEN AIR WORKER.
\Ve have received a copy of Dr. DOUDNEY'S "Walks and Talks," and of
"Mrs. PEDDI E'S Annual," and, as the parcel bears the name of yOUE
mission, we beg to tendd you our thanks for the same.

Yours very humbly in Jesus,
Old Gaol Mis8ion Hall, SalisbuTy.
ANN E. BRIDER.

A GLORIOUS PROSPECT.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine. •
DEAR DR. DouD:,{Ey,-Early on last Good Friday morning, the
following most precious portion of God's Word flowed into my heart
like a stream from the heavenly fountain: "Every valley shall be
exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked be made straight, and the rough places plain: and the glory
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it" (Isaiah xl. 4, 5). A blessed
testimony, witnessing unto my soul the great transactions of the great,
the ever-great and glorious suffering Lamb of God, as commemorated
upon that day. The fulness issuing out of the eternal love and choice
of the ever-living God appeared in its consummation as His irrevocable
will in the salvation of all the elect through time; and their final rest,
in eternal glory. It also appeared the cause and completion of themysterious mystery of "God manifest in the flesh," and further that
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the Bride of Christ hath many valleys to be exalted from. But. she
must go down first-the vitality of union would be lacking without.;
she would be a stranger to her Husband and her Husband a stranger
to her, Jor a spiritual oneness could not exist. Did space permit, how
many vall~ys may reader and writer relate of their experience, in so
many years of the Lord's remembrance of us in our low estate,
because "His mercy endureth for ever." In comparison, they are few
with our Lord's in His earthly travail. There must be a conformity.
The cross is the cross, the same now as it was, and as it must
~ontinue unto the end.
Very short is the life of a child of God not
~alled to bear it. We believe in infant salvation, hence the only
exception. Regeneration-exaltation-glorification. The picture would
lack completeness without the shadows and the lights. The exaltation
is as sure as the humiliation, and the humiliation as the exaltation.
The work is God's, and therefore must be perfect.
But, we may ask, what a valley was the poor Gentiles' when the
Jews were exalted with the distinctive privileges of the Law and the
Gospel! "The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
:heathen through faith, preached the Gospel unto Abraham," &c. (Gal.
iii. 8.) What a valley are the Jews now in, "until the fulness of the
times," when the remnant will be gathered, and there will be one final
·exaltation together, Jew and Gentile, and Ohrist in His kingdom will
be all in all.
The Ilxaltations of the Spouse of Ohrist are many j but, as the
«lily of the valley," she has her winter, spring, and summer seasons,
but finally an everlasting exaltation, when her tull bloom will be everlasting glory, without a change of seasons.
"Every mountain and hill shall be made low." Dear tried fellowtraveller, we are sometimes so vain to think hy perseverance
~md duty that we can bring down mountains and hills. But where
)Iave our efforts stood 1-what the prevailing power 1 Darkness and
unbelief is the parent of every deception. If thus left to ourselves,
how soen we have found our great mistake, and, like poor Peter, the
eye turned from his Lord to look down, he felt very soon fast sinking
down was the result. "Lord, save, 01' I perish!" We have, indeed,
~ried to the Lord to save us from our hest, as from our worst doings,
for both would sink us alike without Ohrist in the scale. No power
but His can deliver, from whatever source it may . come. ~, Power
belongeth unto God j" and, as a righteoml Sovereign, He is jealous over,
~md will not delegatle it .to another. 'Tis Himself alone can perform,
as the tried Head, to the tried members'j·satisfaction. "Eveny mountain
and hill shall he made low." This is the Lord's" shall." Who or what
~an reverse it 1 It is as sure. and certain as His own existence. ; He
is the unchangeable, faithful, immutable God. In nature, mountains
and hills obey His voice. "He spake, and it, was done.;. He corn,
manded, and jt stood fast." .A.t His bidding they sink. beneath the
.
valleys and are swallowed up as in the mighty deep..
. ":.,0 great mountain," parent of all the Ohristian's mountains· in the
wilderuess-the cause of ,alL his griefs and sorrows~before.olll"Jglorious
Zeru.bbabei "thou shalt become a, plain' '! Blessed, blessed J~sus! what
.l)l!I}d·: is sufficient to comprehend Thy last worJs, "It ~s. finished" 1
'h •
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That dreadful mountain, sin, is "cast in·to, the depths of the sea," nevel'
no never, to rise. Never, no never, to be found. Oh, my soul, revel
in the glorious mystery!
.
Dear tried one, unto whom the law is come, sin revived in thy
soul, am} thou art dead, the difference between going to the law and
the law coming to thee is now felt by thee. The advocate goes to
the law, but the law comes to the criminal; and its dreadful terrors
bring up, with awful fears, his many before-hidden crimes, and they
stare him in the facp-. Ah! more-they condemn him in his conscience,
and" Guilty," before the Judge, is his only plea. The mercy, 0 my soul,
how great, in thine, and in every poor grace-humbled, sin-convinced
sinner's case, that our Advocate is not only eome to the law, but the
law came to Him! He exchanged positions-His for ours, oura for
His. He bears our due, and the love of His heart fills us with His.
Was ever love like this? Mountains and hills made so Iow-levelled,
for ever levelled, with such power! Blessed future! Sin and unbelief
may raise many mountains and hills, and darken our sky with many
clouds, but never, no, never, bring up these to condemn us before our
God. We may groan under a felt condemnation in our conscience,
but the Lord has said, "As far as the east is from the west" He has
removed the sins of His Church j and when sought for, they shall never
be found. The condemnation is with us, not with our God. Our
weak, fearing hearts may fill with vain imaginations, but no real
mountain, hill, or cloud of unpardoned sin can be raised j they are for
ever passed away, and the blood of the Sacrifice is the living testimony
in the believer's conscience before his God.
Bless the Lord, for joining "every" and "shall" in the promises of
this portion, so that they never can be separated! "Every," includes
all. Our God has removed every obstruction which our misguided sight
may imagine to be in our way. "The crooked places made straight,
and the rough places plain." What more can be done, that the Lord
bail not done for His children 1 Well may dear JOHN KENT sing"In time, and to eternal days,
'Tis with the rignteous well."
Oh, the blessed harmony in the purposes of our God, from eternity to
eternity!
"And the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places
plain." My poor unbelieving heart, this promise meets thy every state,
inward and outward, through the wilderness. Could memory recall the
numberless instances which the writer has seen of the power in thus
working and performing by his ever-gracious· God, these many years,
in his own experience, what astonishment would be felt! but what
must the number be when the testimony of all Zion's children deClares
the goodness of God! Bless His name! it is His work-a work
opposed· to the flesh, and opposed by it-a cross to its expectations,
_and a mortification to its hopes. Nevertheless, faith. sees in Christ,
and in His salvation, both accomplished. In Him ·there is' nothing
cr.ooked nor rough. "His ways are ways. of pleasantness, and all' His
paths are peace." But, we must walk in them; to' know the secret.,
The "crooked ~' and" rough," must have been our trying .experience;
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before 'proving God's hand in making both "straight" and "smooth"
for us. Our God is the God of order.
'
Oh, my soul, look not within-look not to the world, religiuus nor
profane, nor to thy surroundings with both. All is a confused mass
of crookedness and roughness. Thy path lies through, but not thy
rest in it. True' faith' recognises only one Source and one Object
whereunto :;he may look above the crookedness and the roughness of
self and of fallen man's pursuits and doings. Bless the Lord for the
prospect when the promise will be fulfilled, "And the glory of the
Lord shall be- revealed, and all flesh shall see it together"-Jew and
Gentile, bond' and free, young and old-" for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it"! There can be no reversion: "He shall see ef the
travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied." "Let the redeemed of the
Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy; and
gathered them out of the lands, from the south, and from the north,"
.that together they may see His glory.
, Oh, my dear 'aged brothers and sisters in the Lord, who so many
years have -travelled the rough and the crooked of the wilderness-the
mountain,s' arid hills of soul difficulties, he-art difficulties, and the many
'affliCtions of this life in their multiplied forms' and ways-how precious
is this portion, with its many promises unto us ! We trust the glory
'of God in His' salvation has been revealed in a measure unto us, and
we feel our chief delight is to glory in Him, and to exalt our precious
-Jehovah-Jesus; but, the prospect of seeing His unveiled glory in His
kingdom, with all the redeemed, is an overcoming delight! It allures
,with an irresistible _desire to be "absent from the body, and to be
present ,with the Lord." , Well, the period for us must be short.
:Here we may take comfort-the inheritance id sure and the possession
also. ,It is our mercy that we have to do with an unchanging God!
It is good to have these special "lifts" by the way, so fast nearing
as We" feel the' end of our life's long journey. Our needs are especial
in-neai-ini:r the harbour, there being so many opposing waves to our
entrance there. Faith relies on the Pilot; and, however tossed and
troubled with inward ftlars and outward oppositions, He will guide
t~rough every danger, and bring us safe into the port of everlasting
rest.
';
,
The believer's. voyage is on the ocean of love everlasting, where
thHe are no wrecks 'nor miscarriage. "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul!"
for ever, ever,' bless His holy name 1
_
Dear Sir, the Lord has graciously spared you, and not only
spared, but, with His abundant favours, made you equal, by His
strengthenillg body, soul, and spirit, to the great undertaking and
work of your fifty years' editing the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-a work, we
believe, the Lord has long honoured, and will honour through future
ages, notwithstanding all the black clouds and powers of error which
the present 'age is so conspicuous for in opposition to God's truth .
. Earthly Jubilees soon pass away, ,but the Glory Jubilee is before,
the everlasting absorbent of all but Ohrist's kingdom and His glory l e trumpet sound :Of endless release 1"':"-an endless glory-freedom I-an
everlasting hallelujah!
Yours in the best bonds;. . "Yeovil, April, 1890.
JOHN BARBER. ./

