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REJOICING IN DAYS OF LIGHT, BUT REMEMBERING
DAYS OF DARKNESS.
" Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is jar the eyes
to behold the sun. But if a man live many years, and rpJoice .in
them all; yet let him remember the days of darkness; jar they shall
be many."-EcCLESIASTES xi. 7, 8.
THE spirit of the world is to 'banish days of death and darknessindeed, as a rule, it dislikes falling back upon anything that is
past. " Oh !" says the worldling, "that's a thing of twenty or
thirty years by-gone; we care not to hear aught about it," and
thoughts of death or sorrows past ~re drowned in the grasp for
present gratification and pleasure. Indeed anything calculated to
bring to gravity of spirit, or thoughts beyond the present life,
is not palatable. Away with it all! and the cup of earthly
pleasure is clutched with increased tenacity. Blessed be God, it
is far different with the Spirit-taught and Spirit-melted souls.
Such cannot help looking back with deep thought and gratitude
to the past; such must eaU to remembrance times of bereavement, and days of darkness, when they have been wonderfully
and mercifully sustained by God's grace and goodness ; and, in
looking back, we have to say, "For Thou hast delivered my soul
from death, mine eyes· from tears, and my feet from falling."
But to look at our passage, seeking for the gracious Spirit of
God to open it out to us. It is thought that Solomon wrote
Ecclesiastes in his extreme olq. age, which is very probable; for
feeling that nothing short of God could satisfy his soul, and
having seen life in a variety of phases, he looked upon all under
the sun, short of spiritual things, as in their nature vanity and
vexation of spirit, dwelling strongly upon the folly of things that
soon disappear and disappoint us. He had tried wisdom and
folly-laughter and sorrow-labour and sloth-earthly pleasures
of all kinds, and, with a matured and ripened experience, he
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pronounced them all as vanity. Ah! and it is so. Oh, the utter
emptiness of worldly things) and the preciousness of that soulhold that finds its satisfaction in Christ! As David sweetly puts
it, ." Behold, 0 God our Shield, and look upon the face of Thine
Anointed. For a day in Thy courts is better than a thousand.
I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to
dwell in the tents of wickedness."
"Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the
eyes to behold the sun." Yes, what a pleasant thing it is in
life to walk in the pretty garden of one of our English homes,
in which everything seems to thrive.
It is rema.rkable and
worthy of note, how, in God's natural creation, He has
throughout diversified trees and plants, flowers and fruit, in neverending variety, and here, in our pleasant garden we observe this
and are astonished. It is pleasant also to see amidst the shading
foliage, children of gladness, hiding themselves in innocent
pastime. But what makes the scene look so beautiful and pleasant
to the eye? It is the sun; that splendid luminary has lit up the
'whole, and tinged every leaf, with its golden glory. Oh, it is a
pleasant thing to behold the sun and its effect upon God's
be.autiful creation! "Let everything that hath breath [or life]
praise the Lord." .
But, perhaps, in one short hour the whole scene is changed. A
cloud has been seen coming up from the horizon, as small as a man's
hand; rapidly has it spread over the scene, and now a heavy gloom
and chilly mist hangs over our pretty garden; the trees are no longer
tinged with glory-indeed, it scarcely seems like the same garden.
Ah! dear reader, is it not the same in grace} The Sun of
Righteousnei:'s has arisen, with healing in His wings, upon the
garden of the soul; all seems bright and blessed, and the
outgoings are of praise and adoration, and a gladness and
happiness is realized which must be felt to be understood.
But anon, in a brief space some dark cloud of earthly care
spreads over the whole scene. Our Sun seems lost behind a
heavy bank of clouds, a gloom prevails, and we begin to sigh,
"' Is His mercy clean gone, for ever? has He forgotten to be
gracious?" Oh, no! He is the same, whether outshining in joyous
brilliancy or behind the cloud-" The same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever "-teaching us by these sORI alternations, that while it is
a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold the sun, it is a gracious
mercy, also, to remind us of days of darkness and adversity.
But again, referring to our pleasant garden, the bright side of
Christian experience, when the soul is joyous under the rays of
the Sun of Righteousness. I got a little of this 8unshine this
morning, in reading Isaiah Iv.," Ho, everyone that thirsteth "and always read the opening of 'this chapter, beloved, connecting
it with the last verse of the previous, " No weapon that is
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fOrlned against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall
rise _against thee in jwlgment thou shalt condemn. This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord and, their righteousness is of
Me, saith the Lord "-" Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters; "--that is, every servant of the Lord, everyone who
can . say, "The Lord my Righteousness"; not the world-oh,
no, it never thirsts for God, nor does the carnal heart claim
Christ as its Righteousness. Thirsty ones are living ones, and
only living ones will be found saying, "As the hart panteth
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, 0 Goe1."
And it is such living ones, who, with nothing in their hands,
but much in their hearts, come and buy and eat Gospel
provision to sustain their needing souls.
Living ones, too, will
always be seeking ones, "Seek ye the Lord while He may be
found" : and living souls will be crying ones, "Call ye upon
Him while He is near"; and when in their seeking and calling
they find Him, they can triumphantly say, "I have foun,d Him
whom my soul loveth." Do ponder over this blessed chapter,
beloved, and if the Lord seal it home in the sunshine of His
presence, you will be able to realize the promise of the twelfth
verse, "For ye shall go out with joy and be led forth with
peace: the mountains [of God's everlasting strength] and the
hills [of our spiritual ZionJ shall break forth into singing, and
all the trees [of righteousness] of the field [of God's living ones]
shall clap their hands."
Oh, beloved, I am sure you agree with us, "The light i.s sweet, and
a pleasant thing it is to behold the sun/' How sweet especially
is the light of God's countenance upon us, and surely Ohrist is the·
Light of His countenance. "Look upon the face of Thine Anointed,"
o Thou adorable Father, and accept us in the Beloved. His
smile'is sweetness itself. His mouth is most sweet. "I sat under
His shadow with great delight, and His fruit [the fruit of His
lips] was sweet unto my taste." "Thou that dwellest in the
gardens, the companions hearken to Thy voice: cause me to hear
it."
I am afraid I should like to go on and not cease the joy of
being under the smile and sunshine of my God, but we have
to remember Solomon's check-string, "But if a man live many
years, and rejoice in them all, yet let him remember the days of
darkness; for they shall be many." Ah! and they are many, too.
It is wise, it is well. Our days of adversity were accompanied
by so much mercy, we do well to point to them and ponder
over them. It was the crying sin of Israel of old, that they
forgot past deliverances and abounding mercies. They wilfully
forgot their degradation and bondage in Egypt, craved and cried
to go back again in their rebellion, and sinfully compared their
then present state, with all its blessings, as worse than they
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realized in Egypt. Is there no such a thing with regard to
. God's spiritual Israel? Alas! experience thrusts upon us the
necessity of Solomon's injunction, "Let him remember the days
of darkness."
To the same end the Lord J ehovah Himself says, "And
thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led
thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to
prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest
keep' His commandments, or no. And He humbled thee, and
suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that He might make
thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth .man
live." So we see days of adversity brought about the Lord's
leading and feeding in a sovereign way, and Solomon must be
giving wise direction when he says, "Let a man remember the
days of darkness, for they shall be many."
The Lord would have us remember our days qf darkness and
deadness, . when we knew nothing about light in the Lord, or life
in Ohrist. This calls to my remembrance the circumstance of a
young man about my own age, who at that time inquired of me,
" What religion I should advise his taking up ?" as he thought the
time had come when he should take up some kind of religion. I
think I recommended the Ohurch of England, but I was as dead
and dark as he was; however, soon after that the Lord took me
up, and took me down too, and taught me that it was His religion,
and not mine, that should prevail. I learned also another lesson
then, which all God's people learn, namely, that instead of my
taking up a religion qf comfort to the flesh, He brought me into
a religion of conflict, nor has the war ceased from that day to
this. So, dear friends, we learn with regard to persuasions and
professions, that when God lays hold of a poor sinner"His fairest pretensions must wholly be waived,
And his best resolutions be crossed;
N or can he expect to be perfectly saved
Till he finds himself utterly lost."

There is no doubt that dear man of God, JOSEPH HART (who
had such a deep insight into all that is within), was right when
he said"'Tis pride, accm'sed pride,
That is by God abhorr'd:
Do what we will, it haunts us still,
And keeps us from the Lord."

And the dear Lord will not have His own kept from Him, living
in distance and darkness, and therefore He clears the way, and
removes hindrances that we may enjoy closeness and nearness to
Him. Surely, then, it does not become us to quarrel with His
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discipline, that leads to such gracious results, and we must
prayerfully sing.

r
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"Our condescending God,
To whom else shall we go P
Remove our pride, whate'er betide,
And lay and keep us 101'1'."

We have referred to Solomon, as giving us, in his old age and
matured judgment, the experimental view of life that has been
before us at this time; there is another thing worthy of notice,
namely, his deep penitence, and acknowledgment of his guilt.
folly, and madness, in seeking happiness anywhere but in his
God. He wrote in tears and in the voice of sorrow. Oh,
beloved, we must do the same, earnestly desiring to point to
those things which bring with them no "vexation of spirit."
We ought to be very thankful to the Lord for bringing us
into such discipline as tends to keep us humble and trustful.
We are so apt to forget how entirely dependant we are upon
Him for everything, and so He sends a something which shall
keep us low, and remind us of His past and present mercies.
The same with regard to the uncertainty of all that is earthly.
We know not what a day may bring forth. We are here to-day,
and to-morrow, it may be, cut down as the grass of the field.
Oh, it must be well if He keeps us low and leaning, and causes us
to walk very tender~1/ before Him, and in touch with Him, and I
do think all such discipline brings us to the mercy of having a
firm footing on the Rock of Ages, gaining an increased assurance,
in the very knowledge of our frailty, that we are secure and safe,
standing in the strength of the Lord and in the salvation of our
God.
In conclusion, we would say, days of darkness will be all
counterbalanced soon, to every child of God, by the glorious _and
eternal sunshine of hea'Cen. There shall be "no night there."
We look on the turf that covers the dear remains of some loved
one, and we think of the poor body deep down, undergoing
dissolution, but oh, our loved one is not there. He, or she, died
in Ohrist, and therefore the happy soul is already basking in the
sunshine of the Saviour's presence.
They had once days ot
darkness as we have, but now it is all light, all love, all liberty,
as they gaze upon the Saviour's face, and sing the joyous song of
" Worthy is the Lamb." We wait our appointed time when we
shall dwell together in immortality.
"Then when earth's strife is past,
We shall in glory meet;
Our crowns together cast
At our Redeemer's feet:
Jesus the Refuge, found through grace,
Om everlasting resting.place."
THE EDITOR.
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'QIQluysibt i'.ot£z•.
"AND BE QUIET."
"Say unto him, Take heed and be q1hiet .. fear not, neither be fainthearted."ISAIAH vii. 4.
MANY years ago, my dear affiicted, but now glorified wife became
conscious of the formation of small lumps in her chest. Resorting to
medical advice, she was told at once that a tumour was forming, a~d
that the sooner it was removed the better. The way in which she
met this sad news was remarkable; not merely did she at once appoint
an early day for the operation, but when the ever-remembered morning
came, the doctors agreed they had never met with such a case of calm
fortitude-and, indeed, heroism-in their lives. The dear one had
herself personally arranged every detail necessary in the carrying out
of the operation, even to the procuring a large piece of india-rubber
clothing to cover the couch on which she was to lie; and when she
took the arm of the physician, and was conducted up-stairs to thewhat seemed to me-dreadful room, while I was all agitation and
nervousness, she was as stately and calm as a queen. But the point
I wanted especially to mention is this. When the chloroform was
administered and she lay 'on the couch, her lips were seen to move,
and one doctor whispered to the others (for there were three in attendance), "She's off," meaning that the chloroform had taken effect,
when she opened her eyes and said, clearly, "No, I am not; I am
repeating a passage which the Lord has given me this morning, 'Take
heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fuint-hearted.''' And then
she fell into the required stupor. But oh, dear reader, here was the
secret, to my mind, of her calmness and fortitude, the Lord had given
her a portion to rest upon. She leant upon a stronger Arm than ,the
earthly-physician's. Her trust was in her God, who had never failed
her, and she was certain would not at that critical time.
And now, years after that event, and we have laid the dear one in
her grave, the circumstances have come lip vividly to my mind, and
the Divine bidding seems to come with a voice saying, "Take those
words, which were her stay, and let them form your 'Wayside'
portion for the Lord's hungry and thirsty children, 'Take heed, and be
quiet " jea?' not, neither be jaintheaTted.'''
.
As far as the Bible narrative is concerned, this fourfold cluster of
injunctions may be briefly given thus: The Lord had Himself given
the Prophet Isaiah these words to cheer Ahaz, as he was troubled
because Rezin, the king of Syria, had come up in hot haste towards
Jerusalem, to war against it. Ah! but mark, "But could not prevail
against it.'" Oh, no! if the Lord is on our side, neither devils nor
devilish men will ever prevail. But how very precious is the point
here also, that the Lord said unto Isaiah, "Go forth and meet Ahaz,
and say unto him,' Take heed, and be quiet," &c.; the Lord putting
words into His Prophet's mouth, to tell one of his distressed servants
for his comfort.
Oh, is it not the same now, beloved 1 Do we not go to one and
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another of the Lord's afflicted people, and, seeking divine guidance
how to act and what to say, the Lord just draws to promise or
. portion, and we go on in the strength thereof with a "Thus saith the
Lord." Such is an experience that the world knows nothing of. Well
may the Prophet say, "Praise the Lord, call upon His name, declare
His doings among the people, make mention that His name is
i3xalted." And what, in brief, was the result of the case before us 1
Syria, Ephraim, and the sons of Remaliah had taken evil counsel
against Isaiah and Ahaz, saying, "Let us go up against J udah, and
vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in
the midst of it." Vain words, and wild fighting against God. "Thus
saith the Lord God, It shall not stand, neither shall it come to pass"
(Isaiah vii. 9). Ah! herein should be our constant comfort and stay,
"Thus saith the Lord." It matters not what man attempts or man says.
His arrows are all as if shot against the solid rock of, "Thus saith
the L01·d." Such will be certain to be blunted and fall harmlessly
to the ground, as far as the children of God are concerned. I want
more than ever to live upon and live out the, "Thus saith the Lord,"
and to fear not what man can do unto me. Here, then, comes in our
passage, "Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz
. . . . at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, in the highway of
the fuller's field, and say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear
not, neither be fainthearted." Words which were also a comfort
to my dear one on her couch of suffering, many centuries afterwards.
It is wonderful! the Lord appointing the very spot where Isaiah was
to meet Ahaz. The same still, the Lord appointing and directing all.
It was a, "Thus saith the Lord," now; it is a, "Thus saith the Lord,"
still.
We will take, then, for our contemplation, this fourfold bidding of
-our Lord as it stands; and may the Spirit Divine bless it for our
souls' comfort and stay.
.
First. "Take Heed." Ah! this is a necessary admonition, in, various
ways, and' we do well to weigh it and dwell upon its import.
"Take Heed." And here I would extend our thoughts beyond the
matter of personal experience and heart work, and, looking upon our
beloved country, I would exclaim with soul vehemence, "Oh, England,
England! take heed! Beware! beware! Protestant principles, upon
which the throne of our beloved Queen stands, are being undermined
with laborious subtlety. Beware t every device is forwarded to weaken
our Sovereign's adhering to her Coronation Oath. Bewal'e! There is
also a national falling away from the truths of our Bible Protestantism,
and a giving way to thtJ dreadful principles of Atheism, and the
equally destructive evils of Ritualism. Beware! For all these things,
it is plain, God's judgments are upon dear old England. Oh, that
men would learn wisdom, and honour their Divine Creator! But
again, Bewa1'e! beware., 0 ye Eilglish gentry and ladies! you may
have an intriguing and plausible person in your household, whose
secret teaching is destructive to home love and union, and find out,
before you suspect it, a husband set against a wife, or, more
eommonly, a wife against her husband, and daughters against their
mother. We are writing no idle tale or mere sentiment; we have
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seen and - witnessed this as a fact, to the ruin and break-up of
families. Depend upon it, we live in perilous times, and have need of
great watchfulness. Further, we would say, Beware! beware, ye
weak-kneed Evangelicals, of the thin end of the wedge I-the surpliced
choir; the harvest decorations; the higher ritual, leading up to the
system of the confessional; all tending to a ruinous end. Say not the
inno\'ations are only little things; they terminate in great and degrading
results.
We have spoken of preachers and penmen, we also raise a warning voice
to the people, " Take heed what ye hear," for the time which our blessed
Lord referred to is surely come: "Then if any. man shall say unto you,
Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.
For ·there shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders ~
inasmuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect."
Thank God for that" If it were possible" !
Especially do we tremble, in the present day of religious fervour and
"itching ears," for our young people.
They have need indeed to beware.
And one feature of the subtlety of many preachers is, that they are said
to preach "excellent sermons," while in heart they are holding and
practising many of the errors of Romanism and Ritualism.
Another specious form are so-called ,( bright sennces."
Bright. they
may be to the senses, while the soul may remain dead to the reality of
vital religion. All these things, and many others that might be named,
make John's warning peculiarly valuable in our day, "Beloved, believe
not every spirit, but try the spirits, whether they are of God; becausemany false prophets are gone out into the world."
But further-" Take heed," ·What a snare the world is, and especially
worldly prosp&"I'ity, although there are not many of our readers likely tofall into it, for, as a rule, God's people are a poor and afflicted people,
but where God has blessed a Christian man with wealth, depend upon
it he stands in ppril. How striking are those words to our point in
the Scriptures, "When ye have houses full of all good things, vineyards
and olive trees in abundance; when thou shalt have eaten to the full,
then beware lest thou forget the Lord, which brought thee forth from
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage." I have my eye upon
certain ones who, when they were in plain circumstances, could welcome
humble Christians who could talk upon divine things; but having·
become prosperous and wealthy, they do not care to know such now,
and have been deeply ensnared by the pleasures and the society of
the world. Thank God, we know of exceptions to this rule-men of
God who are in positions in life, and have earthly possessions, whoselives shine with Christian benevolence and kindness, and are tenderand kind to the poor. Such will not lose their reward.
But, again, Beware of those secret sins, which do so easily beset 'Us.
Mark this, that while you and I may be kept from the grosser and
more outward sins common in the world, yet there are those insidioussecret sins that are so easily leaned to and indulged in. It may belittle by little, till they get a great hold of us, resulting in estrangement from our God, and a painful separation in heart and feeling, if
not in reality. And here is the mercy; to the child of God there is
that blessed assurance, "Sin shall not have dominion over !/m, for ye an~
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not under law, but 1tnder grace." No, it shall not.. The stronger Man
armed is on our side; and strong as the temptations of Satan are,
leading into sin, we bave the comfort, of this scriptural declaration,
"It shall not have dominion over you." Let us cry to God that it may
not, and that, we sbake off "the easily besetting sin," as Paul did the
viper, and live the life of godliness in this present evil world. God
gi ve us grace so to do, even His resisting and sustaining grace. " He
will keep the feet of His saints."
But to pass on to the second admonition of our passage, "Be quiet."
How often do we find ourselves feeling, "Oh, I must be up and doing;
there is this thing and the other ahead of me, and I must do this
and do the other." And so we work ourselves into a state of worry;
and what is the use of it all to the Christian, whose cause is ordered
of the Lord 1 Not that for a moment we would be favouring idleness,
this is another matter; but it is so common for us to fret immensely,
and to be over careful upon things we cannot control, and which we
have an abundance of promises God will work for us. And I do not
write words of advice to others that I need not take myself; far from
it: I am ashamed to confess the disquiet I work myself into through
lack of "trust."
A matter, lately, of importance was hanging over me like a thick
cloud, and I could not see the way out of it, but found myself calculating things that might never happen, and this and the other which
might never occur, when, in the midst of inward tumult, the sweet
voice of the Master seemed to come with divine power and effect,
" Be q1biet," "Be quiet," and left me calm and content that the Lord
would clear up all, to my gain and His glory. Reader, do you know
what such experience is 1
It is also worthy of note that this expression, "Be quiet," denotes,
"Be muzzled." We need oft-times that grace which stops the tongue
and closes the mouth; for our thoughts are rebellious thoughts, and
if God's dealings are contrary to flesh-and-blood desires, we plunge
against His will, like a bull in the net, and have need of "muzzling":
and the Lord, to effect this, brings about some deeper trial to draw
to heart-felt need of grace; and now the grace given bushes the disquietude, and we learn in the calm that God's anchorage is best, and
His captainship wise. I do Dot know anything more painful than
hard thoughts of God-questioning His permittings, and querulous at·
His appointments-discontented at His divine leadings. Oh,. this is
all wrong! May we crave and possess the spirit of patience, and may
He silence our rebellion. I love those lines-

"Quiet, Lord, my froward heart;
Make me teachable and mild;
Upright, simple, free from art,
Make me as a weaned child:
From distress and envy free,
Pleased with all that pleaseth Thee."
How wholesome and salutary was the advice Naomi gave to Ruth.
The two had returned to Bethlehem from the land of Moab, downc:l.st
and sad. Oh, the painful bereavements and bitter sorrows they lad
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passed through during the years they had lived in that cold and
idolatrous land! Such an effect had sorrow upon the countenance and
frame of Naomi, that, "The city was moved about them, and said, Is
this Naomi ~ And she said, Call me not Naomi: for the Almighty
bath dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the Lord hath
brought me home again empty: why then call me Naomi [that is,
beautiful, agreeable], seeing the Lord hath testified against me, and the
Almighty hath afflicted me ~" Stay a bit, Naomi; there are b1'ight
blessings ahead of you, and which shall yet make your downcast heart
rejoice. "And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband'~, a mighty man
of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz." And
now he takes knowledge of Ruth-sheweth her great favour, and she
is brought to lie at his feet. Doubtless the circumstances that crowded
upon her of such a remarkable character, since she was brought to
Bethlehem, put her all in a flutter, and she was asking Naomi what
she should do. How wholesome' and salutary was Naomi's advice to
bel' at this time. "Then said she, sit still, my daughter, until thou
know how the matter- will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until
he have finished the thing this day."
Now, of course, dear reader, we are not advocating,_ as we said,
indolence and unconcern about temporal things. We are not bidding a
man fold his arms, and let things go as they will. We know such a
course, in the present day especially, would land a man in untold-of
difficulties. But we are talking about things as in the Lord; and when
it is evident that by a chain of providences He is at work for His own,
then it is we do well to drop the" I must do," "I must act," and let
Him act and do in His own sovereign and divine way.
There is another remarkable proof of what we mean, in the history of
J ehoshaphat. We read of the dire and perilous position he was apparently placed in, through the vast army of Moabites -and Ammonites
that had come up to battle against him with determined hostility. The
details are most interesting, but, in brief, the Lord said to him, "Tomorrow go ye down against them; you will find them in such and such a
spot.
Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand
ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord . . . . fear not, nor be
dismayed . . .. for the Lord will be with you."
Well, singers were
appointed unto the Lord that should praise the beauty of holiness as
they went out before the army, and say, "Praise the Lord; for His
mercyendureth for ever." And so it was, "When they began to sing and
to praise, the Lord set ambushments against the enemy, and they were
smitten." God's children sang, and God saved. Oh, beloved, we repeat,
" Be quiet, stand still," and sit still, and again and again, "Ye shaH see
the salvation of the Lord."
But again, " Be quiet." How often does this salutary admonition come
to the Christian preacher, and also to the penman. He has to testify
for Christ, and he says to himself, "Now, I must be up and doing; I
will take this text or the other as a subject; I will do this thing or
the other"; when God the Spirit knocks his creature "I will," and
" I must," to pieces, and brings him to very nothingness and emptiness,
by the secret whisper, "Be quiet." Then he throws himself into the
hands of the Spirit, and 70aits upon the Lord-a tenderness of heart,
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which is the Lord's preparation, comes over him. In due time (that
is, ~he, Lord's time) a pasaage or portion comes with melting powerprecious revelations of Christ are realized. Oh, then how different it
is to the, "I will," and "I must," of the creature! It is a "Thus
saith the Lord," which shall not return unto Him void.
But we pass on to notice the third admonition in our portion,
"Fta?· not." A godly fear is commended in the Scriptures. It is
salutary and the very contrary spirit to worldly presumption. It is a
reverential fear of the God of our salvation-a distrust of self, but not
of the Lord-and is the work of the Holy Spirit. Such a fear induces
a cautious walking and humble treading before the Lord. "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire." Such a fear we would
cherish, for it springs not from the flesh, but from faith: and the
more we realize the character of our God, in all the majesty of the
Trinity, the glory of His Person, graciousness of His love, and great.
ness of His power, the more we shall desire to walk in this .godly
fear and reverence.
But again, "F~ar not." When under the pressure of taking up the
work of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I cannot say my foes were many, for
I seem surrounded by friends, and cheered by the Lord's living people,
but I must say my feaTS were many; and jUllt at this time a warmhearted man of God slipped into my hand a little leaf-shaped card,
on which he had written the passage, "Fear thou not, for I am with
thee" (Isaiah xli. 40). It seemed so opportune, and just the Lord's
gracious encouragement I needed. No, if God is with us (and I believe
He is) in the work mentioned, we have nothing to fear. But I spoke
just now of foes being few and friends many; of course, I mean in
the circle of Ged's people: outside, what else can we expect 1 Certain
it is, that old roaring lion, the devil, will bate his breath; the legion
of professors also will frown; and as to the whole company of
Romanists and Ritualists, we can expect nothing else than their
frowns; but, blessed be God, our portion is everything to us, "Fear
thou not, for I am with thee." Further, fea?' not man. Ah! how
many souls are ensnared by this fear. In the course of one's experience,
we have known ministers who dare to keep back the truth, because
of that stout patron in yonder pew, and, beyond this, the fear of
receiving the frowns of his wife. Thank God, I have long since been
delivered from such fears in giving my humble testimony for Jesus.
Still, I do remember a nervousness coming over me on being sent to
a certain place by the Lord. Go I must, it was an open door; but
I knew the distinctive doctrines of grace were not palatable to the
great ones of the place, anll my fear was that I should be ungraciously
received; for, after all, we are but flesh and blood. Well, the Lord
gave courage by giving us the words He gave to Ezekiel when He
revealed Himself to him in such resplendent glory, that Ezekiel, when
he saw -it, fell upon his face. " And" (he says) "I heard a voice of
One that spake. And He said unto me, Son of man, stand on thy
feet, and I will speak unto thee.
And the Spirit entej'ed into me when
He spake unto me." And that Spirit told him how he would be <lent
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to a "rebellious nation," "impudent children and stiff-hearted." " And
they, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear, .
shall know that there is a prophet amongst them. And thou, son of
man, be not afraid of their words, though briers and thorns be with
thee, and thou dost dwell among scorpions: be not afraid of their
words, nor be dismayed at their looks, though they be a rebellious
house."
And this, in the case referred to, seemed to be literally
fulfilled; for there was a man in the gallery who looked as if he
could -have hurled a book at my head. I read in his very countenance enmity to the truth, but I did not care a bit, nor was I dismayed.
And why ~ you have it in the words just quoted, "And the Spirit
entered into me." Ob, this sets all right, and makes the trembler a
bold man. Let him feel within the Spirit's power, and he cares not
for man. We crave more of such divine communications in our
testimony to the truth, for such are sure to be accompanied with the
Divine blessing.
But. we note, further, that sometimes the greatness and pressure of
the journey makes us sink, as Elijah did under the juniper tree, and
the feeling comes over us, "Oh, better give it all up, things are
more than a match for me. The worldling's course seems easy
enough; they know nothing about the persecution I am subject to,
and seem thoroughly. to enjoy life, while here I am-down-downworried and way-worn." Stay the murmuring of that ungrateful
heart. Has the Lord changed ~ Here is the mercy, in spite of all
thy rebellion, He will not give you up; and if thou feelest the
journey too great for thee, He comes with His divine, "Arise and
eat," giving the, needed sustenance and cheer, which enables you to
pursue the journey to its hallowed end. The calm of divine grace is
just what the troubled ones want, and gain, for God is so good and
His lovingkindness so great.
But again, fear not death. Why should we ~ With the Christian it
is only lying down to sleep, to wake up in eternal glory. And who
can picture the scene of bliss they enter when the heart ceases to
beat, and, with that last breath, they pass from time into eternity ~
But, as far as I have observed,' the fear that is engendered in the
Christian's heart, is not so much the fear of dying as the fear of the
dread associations of death-the narrow coffin-the sad cortege-the
solitude of the grave-the thought that worms shall destroy the vile
body. These are things dreaded, and which bring into years of
bondage; and yet how we witness, again and again, that as the end
approaches, every vestige of such dread is allayed; there is a longing
to be gone, and a passing away in perfect peace. The late beloved
Editor of this Magazine was a marked proof of our statement. Again
and again has he expressed his fear of death to the writer, but at
last, it is joyous to notice that those doubts and fears were all taken
away, and he could lie down passive in the Lord's hands, waiting
and longing to go home.
But lastly, "Neithe1' be faintheaTted." The Scripture saith, "If thou
faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small." Then I am
afraid there are many smalljaith ones in the Lord's family, and ,I am
sure there is one here holding this pen. "Oh," would say some self-
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sufficient one, "you ought to be ashamed of yourself to acknowledge
such weakness." Be it so. But such have not learned the secret,
"When I am weak, then am I strong." It is the very felt helplesEness and faintheartedness which tends to cause us to lean hard upon
the arm of Omnipotent power.
Ob, it is passing strange tbat we find ourselves so "fainthearted,"
after so much mercy past; as if He who bath delivered, would not still
deliver-as if He will fail us in some fresh trial, who has never failed
us in the hundreds of sorrows past. Surelv it is a dishonour cast
upon His covenant, although ·we . may ~ot mean it, and it is
almost a doubting His lovp, although we should be the first to
repudiate such a thing. We say, He is "the same yesterday, and today," but halt, as it were, in our faintheartedness, at the" anAl for ever."
Well, well, our weakness makes no difference to His power, and our
faintheartedness does not touch His faithfulness; while, in spite of all,
His "faT eve1''' is blessedly true, for He remains the unchangeable
God.
But we must close our Notes at this time, reminding you that the
warning is the Lord's admonition. He says, "Take heed," and we
would do so in many ways, as we have desired.
We would say to
dear old England, in the present critical time, Beware! for there are
many things tending to weaken the power of our Queen, and undermine her throne. We say also to the English gentry and ladies, Beware!
The same to our weak-kneed Evangelical preachers, in their tendencies
Romeward; and to the hearers, especially the young, "Take heed what
ye hear."
Also, beware of an ensnaring world, its vanities and
pleasures; and also, in personal experience, those secret sins which
do so easily beset us, and bring us into bondage.
And then "Be q'uiet," "Fret not," and trust more; leave the "I
must do this," and "I must do the other," and fall under what the
Lo'rd saith, and what He has done and is doing. And, in times of unrest, seek the calm of God's grace, and "sit still," or stand still, till
Re clears up the matter that is trying you.
And then, "Fear not." Why should you 1 for God is on your side;
He is with you. Fear not what man can do unto you: all are in the
Lord's hands. Fear not the greatness of the journey, for the Angel
of the Covenant is near, and will supply and sustain. Fear not the'
hour of death; dying grace will be given for the dying time. He
brings peace at last; and "So He giveth His beloved sleep."
Oh, no !
Give courage, Lord!
"Neither be ye fainthem·ted."
Courage, Lord! The battle is not ours, but Thine.
One thing
is certain, beloved, namely, that when we look up and think of the
.character of the God we have to deal with, we need not be fainthearted. He has done all for our eternal safety and salvation. Think
of the covenant of grace, of the plan and purpose of J ehovah, of His
divine faithfulness in carrying all out, and His divine power put in
operation to do so. Think also of the work, and suffering, and atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ, what it has effected for His redeemed;
and think also of the divine keeping and guardianship of the ever-'
. blessed Third Person in the glorious Trinity. Oh, no! we have
nothing to fear.
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May the Lord bless our meditations at this time, to His timorous
ones, and may we hear His voice above the waters of strife, saying, in
the tenderness of His love and grace"TAKE HEED, BE QUIET, FEAR NOT; NEITHER
BE FAINTHEARTED."
We see many Scriptural mottoes on the walls of our Christian
homes, but we never remember to have seen the above. Perhaps
some of our readers will take this hint, as in the Lord.
Burton-on·Trent. .
G. C.
REST.
WHERE-shall the troubled conscience
find
Rest from its weary load?
" Come and confess, 'twill ease your
mind,
.
That is the only mode."
So says the priest. . "But bring
your purse,
Money you'll have to pay;
Burn your Bible, 'twill make you
worse,
Throw your conscience away. "
"Come to the ball," the worldling
cries, .
"Come to the theatre too;
Dancing and innocent mirth we
prize,
That is the cure for you! "
Blind teachers send the stricken
heart
To Sinai's burning Law;
But little thence to soothe his smart
The wounded soul can draw.
Scarborough.

For deeper is the rankling sore
Than Sinai ever heals;
He works, and strives, and yet the
more
His rankling sore he feels.
At length a voice, while toiling
on,
Steals through his labouring
breast:
" Come unto Me, poor weary one,
And I will give thee rest! "
Thanks for the Gospel's joyful
sound!
CHRIST speaks, poor soul, to
thee!
Eternal rest in Him is foundSalvation full and free.
All blessings from His boundless
store,
He gives with princely hand;
He gives thee now, He'll give thee
more,
Long as His Throne shall stand.

W. S.

:ROBINSON.

WE are dead, and Christ is life; and what more suitable for the
dead than life 1 We are poor and miserable, and Ohrist is gold to
enrich us. Are we naked 1 Ohrist is clothing for us. Are we blind ~
He is eye-salve for us. Are we in prison 1 He is liberty. -Ar~ we
hungry 1 He is bread. Are we thirsty 1 He is the water of life,
which those that drink of shall never thirst. Are you troubled 1 He
is rest. Are we drooping and desponding 1 He is the consolation of
Israel. Are we bewildered 1 He is a Guide: Are we borne down
in our spiritual conflicts 1 He is the Captain of our salvation who will
fight for us. Oh, how suitable every way is Ohrist !-Peane.
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IN CHRIST.
AnAM, whose orlgm is found in the only Book upon which we may
depend, God's Word, was made out of the earth, made of clay; and
God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and he became a
living soul, and was made upright in the image of God. But, alas!
he displeased his Maker, disobeyed Him, and was driven from
Paradise, afar from, and afraid of, the God whom he once loved.
Man, and his posterity in him, thus wandered from the holy and
happy influences of their Maker, went from bad to worse, so that the
prophet Jeremiah had to say,- "The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked, who can know it ~ ,. This is to be in Adam.
Well may WATTS write" How sad our state by nature is!
Our sin, how deep it stains!
And Satan binds our captive minds
Fa.st in his slavish chains."
Such is the natural man in his depraved nature, a rebel against
God, and without hope in the world. But let us turn to the Apostle
;Paul, who was so remarkably influenced by the Spirit oLGod. In 2
Corinthians xii. 2, he speaks of a man in Christ.
Let us meditate for a
short time to consider the meaning of this expression, "In Christ." To
be in a state of nature, is to be out of Christ. Thus our Lord told
Nicodemus, c, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom
of God." Regeneration is necessary; he is so bad that nothing but
a new creation can save and restore him, for all endeavours to patch
up his fallen nature have miserably failed, being" broken cisterns which
can hold no water." The Spirit alone can give a new life; and this He
does by taking the things of Christ, and showing them unto sinful
men, and quickens them from a death in trespasses and sins, to a
life of holiness in the fear of the Lord.
"'Tis His to cleanse the heart,
\ To sanctify the soul,
To pour fresh life in every part,
And new create the whole,"

\

Man has no natural right to be in Christ, and if therefore he is, it
must be an act of adoption on God's part. Just as an adopted child
is one taken into the family and placed in the position of a son: he
has no claim, but was chosen by the favour of him who adopted him
as his child. Thus our Lord "Gave power to them that believed on
His name to become the sons of God"; and Paul tells us, "If sons,
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ." And thus
adopted, we are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
" God did love them in the Son
Long before the world begun;
They the seal of this receive,
When in J eens they believe."
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This blessed state is a justified one. While in Adam, we are guilty
and condemned, children of wrath, transgressors from our birth. But
Christ died for the ungodly. He fulfilled the law, not for Himself,
but for others, for His people; "He bare their sins in His own body
on the tree," and made a full and complete atonement, so that" all
that believe in Him are justified from all things, from which they
could not be justified by the law of Moses."
"Jesus, Thy life hath clearly showed
What means the righteousness of God;
On Thee Thy people's hope is laid,
By Thy obedience righteous made."
To be in Ohrist is to be sanctified. "Be ye holy, for I am holy,"
is the divine command. This is an impossibility for anyone outside
of Ohrist. He can no more be so than he can fly. Thus the Prophet
1saiah asks, "Oan the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his
spots ~ no morQ can he do good who is accustomed to do evil." We
might as well try to wash ourselves clean without water. The Spirit
alone can sanctify. He separates us from the world, and gives us a
distaste for worldly pleasures and ways. He gives the soul a thirst
ror holiness. He sanctifies us by the new n:tture which He has given
to us, so that we now love that which by nature we hated. The
great instrument by which He sanctifies His people is the Word of
God, so emphatically described as the sword of the Spirit. Our
blessed Lord prayed for His disciples, "Sanctify them through Thy
truth; Thy word is truth." Paul speaks of "the washing of the
word."
It is so pure that when it takes root in a man's heart,
sanctification is sure to follow; and as the Psalmist writes, "Thy
word is very pure, therefore Thy servant loveth it." Thus we are
exhorted to let the word of God dwell in us richly in all wisdom.
How is it, brethren, that we are so unspiritual and weak ~ Is it not
because the word of Ohrist does not dwell richly in us ~ Our forefathers were giants in this respect to what we are, and the chief
reason is to be found in their profound knowledge of the mighty
Scriptures. It made the Bible to become to them the Book of books,
so that they could say, "Oh, how I love Thy word, it is my
meditation all the day. How sweet are Thy words unto my taste!
yea, sweeter than honey or the honeycomb. Through Thy precepts
I g~t understanding. I rejoice in Thy word, as one that findet~ €rrC;Lt
i:POll."
',. (l~'
Oh, that the Ohurch of the living God werA more sanctified by His
Word! for then it would become a spiritual Sampson, that would 'lift
up and carry away the gates of doubt and sin which so grievously
hinder its work; for then, instead of crawling and creeping like
worms, she would run, and even fly to perform the great and glorious
works which the Master has given her to do.
'
" Great God, send down Thy power,
And make Thy saints arise,
And boldly fight the fight of faith,
. And then receive the prize."
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To be in Christ, and we shall assuredly be glorified with Him. -He
giveth grace and glory; He giveth both to us, in a measure, even now.
Thus the Psalmist could sing, "Oh, how great is Thy goodness, which
Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee; which Thou hast wrought
for them that trust in Thee before the sons of men." Worldly men
often see and envy, and even seek the help of those whom God has
thus favoured. I remember hearing our brother PHILPOT telling of a
worldly farmer beseeching, almost with tears, a godly labourer to undertake the oversight of his farm, because the men were robbing him; and
he added, "But I can trust you."
The Lord will give to the man in Christ a taste also of heavenly
glory. Thus Paul describes the precious moments as a joy unspeakable and full of glory.
"If such the sweetness of the stream,

What must the fountain be?"

L

Well, Paul was caught up to Paradise, and he could not even
describe it. No, it can only be felt. It is a secret only known to those
who fear God, and they are simply foretastes of that which God has
laid up for them, and which "Eye ,hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, but which the
Spirit, in a measure, has revealed to His chosen. We do also know
that, "When Christ our life shall appear, we also shall appear with Him
in glory."
"Oh, happy saints, who dwell in light,
And walk with Jesus clothed in white;
Safe landed on that peaceful shore,
Where pilgrims meet to part no more."
Then, brethren, what a life of dignity is that of a man in Christ!
He is brought nigh to God by the blood of Christ; to "the King eternal,
immortal, invisible, the only wise God," to whom belong all souls-all
the birds of the air, the fishes of the sea, the beasts of the forest, and
the cattle upon a thousand hills. And of this gracious and wonderful
God all believers may say, "Now are we the sons of God, and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
. May the Lord the Spirit enable us to live a life of dignity, remembering what manner of persons we ought to be, in all holy conversation and godliness!
"Lord, 'tis Thy work alone, .
And that divinely free;
Send down the Spirit of Thy Son
To work this faith in me.
A man in Christ has a life of security. His life is hin with Christ
in God. Under His wings we put our trust. Is there any man out
of Christ who can say that his life is secure ~ Why, he cannot secure
it for a aingle day, or even a moment. "In the midst of life we are
in deauL.
Not so with the man in Christ. God is his dwelling-place;
his buckler and shield; his high tower, into which he runs, and is
safe. Our Lord has told us that He gives to His sheep eternal life,
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and they shall never perish, and no man. shall pluck them out
hands.
"Infinite wisdom! boundless power!
Unchanging faithfulness and love!
Here let me trust, while I adore,
Nor from my refuge e'er remove."

or His

A man in Christ has an endless prospect of happiness. Our Lord
prayed, "Father, I will that those which Thou hast given Me be with
Me where I am, that they may behold My glory." And on another
occasion He said, "Where I am, there shall My servant be." A
happy life consists of two great principles, useful occupation and
future reward. I pity the man who has nothing desirable to look
forward to. Hope is the bright star of life. "A man in Christ" has
the blessed hope of everlasting life in eternal glory. How it cheers
the believer when he can say with Paul, "I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him against that day." "There is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me .at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love His appearing."
" Oh, then shall the veil be removed,
And around me Thy brightness be poured;
r shall meet Him whom absent I loved,
I shall see whom unseen I adored."
What a blessed state for 'a man to be in Christ! He is saved from
the guilt and power of- sin. He has peace with God; has the
promise of the life that now is, and that which is to come; a
plentiful supply of all his wants; a continual presence of his loving
Lord all his journey through, and then the inexpressible delight of
being for ever with Him in eternal glory. Alas! that we should ever
seek the baubles of time, and neglect the heavenly jewels! The Pearl
of great price is the only lasting treasure of the human soul, and
.
possessing Him, we can sing with WATTS" I would not change my blest estate,
For all the. world calls good and great."

E. W.

Tmrn is like the sun, that never stands still, but is still running his
race. The sun did once stand still, yea, went back, but so did never
time. Time is still running and flying. It is a bubble, a shadow, a
dream. If the whole earth whereupon we tread were turned into a
lump of gold, it were not able to purchase one minute of time. Oh,
the regrettings of the damned for misspending precious time! Oh,
what would they not give to be free, and to enjoy the means of grace
one hour. Oh, with what attention, with what intention, with w4at
trembling and melting of heart, with what hungering and thirsting
would they hear the word. "Time," saith Bernard," were a good
commodity in hell, and the traffic of it most gainful, where for one
day a man would give ten tbousand worlds, if he had them."-Brookes.
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WELL·SPRINGS.
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given jl1e, be with },lIe where
I am,. that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: fo'r Thou
lovedst Me befo're the foundation of the world."-JOHN xvii. 24.
UNION with Christ! glorious, soul-exalting theme! sweet· topic of
.i:onverse, uppermost in His teaching, dear to His heart, and breathed
in prayer while He trod this earth! How much more, then, when He
who had descended hath also" ascended far above all heavens, that He
might fill (fulfil) all things!"
Given to His disciples as their parting
word of comfort; to Mary, who would fain have held Him fast,
<' Touch Me not" (that is, "Do not seek to detain Me ") "for I ascend
unto My Father, and your Father, and to My God and your God."
He had proved the truth of His own word, "Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground ,and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit."
And now His delight is in bringing many sons to glory, that they
may be with Him in indissoluble bonds, in eternal union, in undivided
~dory. Looking forward to this divine accomplishment, the heavenly
King, taking up His royal authority, thus addresses His Father:
«Father, I will" (notice the sovereignty of the Divine Man, as equal
with His Father) "that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, he with
Me where I am ; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world."
"' Fathe1', I will." As much as to say, "This is My divine right; this is
Our covenant arrangement j this is for what end I have lived this life
{If sorrows, and am about to die the death of deaths."
A great
mystery, beloved, undefinable by you and me, yet since He has set
His love upon us, He wills to save us in spite of all.
" My Saviour hath loved me, I cannot tell why;
But this I do find, we two are so joined,
He'll not be in glory and leave me behind."
" Buried with Him" in the baptism of sin, suffering, and death, says
the Apostle: one from everlasting to everlasting, and carried along
life's pilgrimage in union with their Head, to be baptized with thlJ
baptism wherewith He was baptized, and to drink, in measure, into
His death; made conformable below, to be raised ,in glory! Such is
the mystery of His scheme of love for fallen man, upon whom He has
set His love eternally, and for whom He now int6rcedes to the Father,
that they shall be with Him, to live eternally sharing His glory.
" Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee P
o height and depth of love!
With Thee we died upon the tree,
With Thee we live above."

"That they may be one." One! An undivided whole; an entirety; a
perfect number, unbroken circle. Oh, mystical union ! Wondrous love,
that includes you and me in that union-for you and me to be like
Him, to see Him, to be with Him! And "such honour have
all His saints," for His divinely-breathed prayer is found efficacious
2 0 2

516

Tilt Gospel Magazine.

in each experience, and eternity shall reveal how each vessel,
from flagon to cup, great and small, for whom .He bequeathed
this last gift in prayer to the Father on their behalf, is with
Him where He is.
Oft-times, even now, a sweet foretaste
of this is bestowed, in that they walk and talk together. Sweet
commlmion below, but so short, so often broken, so intermingled!
But walking together there will be one unbroken, undivided love.
Here, too soon our intercourse is briefly over. There! as the eternal
ages roll along, nothing can separate nor break in upon the unsullied
bliss.
" He and I together entering
Those bright courts above;
He and I together sharing
All the Father's love.
" He and I, in that bright glory,
One deep joy shall share;
Mine, to be for ever with Him,
His, that I am there."
This is what our pilgrim days lead up to, beloved. This is the
meaning of all the discipline by the way. Made meet! God's work
to be perfected, ere we are fitted to enjoy the unsullied bliss He has
in store. And He who knows us far better than we know ourselveswho knows the way, and all His children shall encounter-who knows
what the first breaking in of glory shall be to the now veiled and
sin-bedimmed eyes-is thus carrying out His plan and purpose, His
work of grace, and preparing His child for that glorious exchange,
reserving heaven's glories for the appointed season. And the more
we realize this, the better shall we be able to rest, not only with
resignation, but satisfaction in His appointings. "These are they,"
is a mystery too great for Little-faith to fathom, but since they are
those redeemed by blood, bronght through much tribulation, and
clothed in the white garments of His spotless righteousness, they
must be there by nothing short of a Hand Divine. When we look
on the different ways and means by which our God brings His
children home-when we see how the furnace may be heated seven
times, so as to purge away the very last atom of dross-see by faith
"One walking in the midst like unto the Son of Man "-then we
know that it is "that they may be with Me." It was that He might
bring many sons to glory, that the Oaptain of their salvation was
made perfect through suffering, and He must carry on and perform
the work in each of His sons and daughters.
"Father, I will that they whom Thou hast given Me be with Me
where I am; that they may behold My glory." Below, they had·
looked upon His humiliation; above, they shall gaze with wonder and
adoration on His glory! And how are Y01t being brought thither,
dear child of God ~ Is thy path through flood and flame ~ Remember,
in the world ye must have a winnowing, a sifting; but, whilst every
sorrow, as well as joy, is all out of the treasury of Jesus, it is also
all on the way home. It may be, for the m?st part, this· paper
reaches those who are in the furnace of bodily suffering-laid aside
from the heat and burden of the day. Blessed spot, if graced by the
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presenee of the King of kings! Memorial Penjels, when God, in the
Person of His Son, holds converse with his poor worn' and weary
child. He. knows His child, and what shall best try him on the
tenderest point. Some may be in monetary difficulties, often so hard
put to that they cry out from the very burden of their heart, "Where
is the Lord God of Elijah 1" Others may be passing through sore
persecution, but on 'no point does the sword pierce more deeply, nor is
the humiliation more keenly felt than in bodily suffering. Job, you
remember, was tried first by the loss of his goods and his children;
but when it came to his own body, then Job sank in humility, and
was bowed beneath the heavy hand of his God. It is that which
humbles and crumbles a man in the dust. It is this that searches
and probes the heart and tries the reins, and shows a man his utter
oothingness. It is this that brings him into such a state of complete
helplessness, that he is driven to the prayer of the little child, "If
You don't help me, God, nobody else can!"'" Blessed helplessness,
dear sUffering one, that wrings from your heart that cry for help.
God is never so near as then. Depend upon it, H~ is never far away
when His children are suffering. He knows how they will need to
be cheered, and, "holpen with a little help," upheld in Divine strength,
since He remembers their frailty, and how their very weakness
becomes a prey for the adversary. So that He has set a precious
store of promi8es for His weak and suffering ones, to whom Re says,
"I will make all thy bed in thy sickness." Otherwise we could not
bear to see our loved ones suffer, and to watch how, day by day, as
disease gains a greater hold, their sUfferings are intensified, so that, in
very anguish for them, we cry out, "Enough, Lord; now stay Thine
hand." But let the Lord do His work, and we may rest assured He
will do i~ unto perfection, whilst afterward we shall see the blessed
fruitful' results in His tried, taught, trained, and then triumphing
child. Then for our dear ones we find no fault with His ways.
Then we know the why, and wherefore, and the needs be of all the
training, chiselling, polishing work. And by faith we follow them,
sharing already in their joys above, and praising our blessed Redeemer
fDr that last precious legacy, which is theirs now in fulness of possession,
and ours in certain prospect, "Father, I will that they, whom Thou hast
given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My' glory,
which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation
of the world."
R.
COMING sinner, the Jesus to whom thou art coming is lowly in heart.
He despiseth not any. It is not thy outward meanness, nor thy inward
weakness; it is not because thou art poor, or base, or deformed, or a
fool, that He will despise thee. He hath chosen the foolish, the base,
and despised things of this world to confound the wise and mighty.
He will bow His ear to thy stammering prayers.
He will pick out
the meaning of thy inexpressible groans. He. will respect thy weakest
offering, if there be in it but thy heart. The will to come, and
power to pursue thy will, is double mercy, coming sinner.-Bunyan.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
"That ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord."LEVITICUS xvi. 30.
OH, precious words of unspeakable comfort to the sin· burdened soul!
"Making melody in your heart to the Lord," as they are brought
again and again through the day by the Divine Remembrancer,
causing them to be repeated with saTour and power. "That ye may
be clean from all your sins before the Lord." Blessed atonement r
precious indeed will be the sacrifice, and love flow out to that ineffable love, Ohrist J eRUS our Lord, who "hath loved us and given
Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling
savour" (Eph. v. 2), as He ratifies the Word to us as fully as this
to the believing Israelite, "Now ye are clean through the word which
I have spoken unto you" (John xv. 3).
It is just the heart's desire of everyone in whose conscience sin is
made manifest.
Do not we, who are "come to the blood of
sprinkling," who have "tasted that the Lord is gracious," forgivin~
iniquity (secret vileness), transgression (breaking over the bounds of
the law), and sin (as it infects one's whole nature) : we who were drawn
long since by cords of loving-kindness; brought to the Priest by
the power of the Holy Ghost, "the power that worketh in us"; do,
not we know what it is sometimes to say with Job, "Thou makest me
to possess the iniquity of my youth" 1 " 8ins of ignorance," committed
in' our blindness, and even in days of regeneracy, for want of clearer light
or heart-searching by the Word to bring deeper knowledge of the plague
within; these rise up in the stillness of night, or with waking
thoughts at dawn, or are brought to remembrance in various ways,
so as to burden our consciences and rob' our souls of peace. Yet, il}
all this the Oomforter is nigh !
Two wonderful chapters (Leviticus iv. and v.) unfold the secret love
of God side by side with the mysterious workings of sin, often hidden
from view, so that there is a portion specially for the time "when
the sin, which he hath sinned, come to his knowledge"; "when it is
known "; "when he knoweth of it" (Levit. iv. 28 and 14; v. 3). Let
us see when is this "time of finding out' sin," as the margin of the
Revised Version renders Psalm xxxii. 8. The three renderings are full
of beauty: " A time when Thou mayest be found"; "a time of finding" ;
" of finding out sin, and finding the forgiveness of sin." "When He [the
Oomforter] is cO:qJ.e, He will reprove [margin, convince] the world of
sin I, (John xvi. 8); so when conviction of sin is weighing as a burden
of sin upon us, we may know assuredly the Oomforter is come. It is
the "time -of finding out sin," it is the time when every olie that is
godly prays for' forgiveness, and confessing, as David did, finds it. "I
acknowledged my transgression, and so Thou forgavest the iniquity of my
sin." Law and Gospel harmonize, and the Gospel according to Leviticus is perfectly one with the Gospel of John, and the epistle so full
of sweetness: "And it shall be, when he shall be guilty in one of
these things,· that he shall confess that he hath sinned in that thing:
and he shall bring his trespass offering unto the Lord for his sin ....
and the priest shall make atonement for him.'! Four times in the fifth.
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chapter is it reiterated, "And it shall be forgiven him." Knowledge
of sin comes by the Spirit's conviction, and therefore is a sweet source
of comfort to the convinced conscience. He leads to confession of sin,
presenting the atoning'sacrifice, and seals forgiveness. In perfect' harmony with this Gospel in shadow, we find the Apostle John writing,
"If we walk in the light, as He is in the light [and it is the light
makes manifest sin], we have fellowship one with another, lLnd the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." "If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 7,9); "That ye may be
clean from all your sins before the Lord," by virtue of the transactions
of the Day of Atonement, when "He appeared once in the end of the
world to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. ix. 2&).
Faith receives the testimony: "And he that hath received His testimony hath set to his seal that God is true" (John iii. 33); "Having
forgiven you all your trespasses " (Col. ii. 13). Thus the fact of any
fresh sin standing out in strong light to trouble us, proves the presence
of the Comforter, who will not let us "lie down in sin ,. unconfessed,
unrepented of, unwashed, and unforgiven! None of the royal priesthood, nor of the congregation of saints, rulers amongst them, nor any
of the people of God shall be allowed to "live in sin," "ignorantly in
unbelief," for the Spirit of the Lord, of judgment and of might, sometimes by the ministry or other methods, will "declare to Jacob his
transgression, and to Israel his sin." Then the trespass offering must
be presented. The priest and congregation must bring the bullock.
Their sin is greatest, they ought to have known; they sin against
greater light. The ruler must bring a ram; in his official capacity,
needing the mighty Saviour to subdue his iniquities. The common
people bring a kid of the goats, for" Christ died for the ungodly," and
a female, thereby acknowledging their weakness and infirmity.
After details that warn us, "Touch not the unclean thing," there
is gracious provision when the defilement is "known." "If a soul sin,'
and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be done by
the commandments of the Lord, though he wist it not, yet is he
guilty, and shall bear his iniquity. And he shall bring a ram without
blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass offering
unto the priest: and the priest shall make atonement for him concerning
his ignorance wherein he erred and wist it not, and it shall be forgiven him."
,
"My estimation, Lord, of Thee,
Who all my trespass bore,
Is greater as I daily see
Myself indebted more."
Leicester.
MARY.
NEVERTHELESS clouds are temporary curtains. The stars of promise
are God's own fixtures, which nothing can alter nor move.-G. Doudney.
THE saints look forward to heaven with joyful anticipation, not
altogether because the sufferings of hell will be avoided, but principally
because God's presence will be there, and they will be enabled to
worship Jehovah without the interference of sin or Satan.-A. C.
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DRIVE THROUGH.
DRIVE through, 0 beloved, whatever thy plight;
This lifetime is ever a day and a. night;
A day of rejoicing, a night of complaint,
But never a night of despair to a saint;
The darkness right on to heaven's mprning may last,
But what will it be when the darkness is past?
Drive through; every hour leaves some sorrow behind,
God's comforts are waiting, He waits to be kind;
True, you have grown older and weaker and worn,
And earth has no pleasures like those that are gone;
But Christ is your portion, His home is for thee,
And oh, when you come to it, what will it be?
You know, in a measure, how mercy can bless,
When agony pierces or miseries press;
But what will it be to be rid of all cal'e
For the sin of the soul, or the children we bear?
Our bitterest tears must be hidden to-day;
Oh, what will it be when God wipes them away?
Drive through; you can never put tidily by
The wrongs and the elTors about you which lie;
Though like a sick housewife, your heart may be sore
For all that wants doing so close to your door,
Drive on, the one Master your impotence knows;
Oh, what will it be when His smile He bestows?
We think and we speak and we dream of His face,
But none of us pictures a tithe of His grace;
Heaven seems but a star to our son'ow-dimmed eyes,
As far from our-reach as the stars in the skies;
Drive on, we shall come to the end of our care,
And, oh, my friends, "What will it be to be there?"
Shall come! Dare we say it ? Not often, not long;
But when we encourage ourselves with a song,
We look at the promise, we look at the need,
We look at the mercy through Jesus decreed,
And though in our bosoms the mischief lies still,
We see God can save us, and hope that He will.

Drive on; for whatever our feelings to-day,
We grow not the better the longer we stay;
We are lost as we are, there is hope if we flee,
And Christ to the we2.ry says, "Come unto Me."
Drive through, then, beloved, our hope must prevail;
Oh, what would it be if our Saviour could fail!
Galleywood, Chelmsford.
(MRS.) M. A. CHAPLIN.

IF you lose your time, you may lose your hopes; and if you lose
your )lopes, you may lose your souls; and when your souls are lost,
they shall never be ransomed; when your hopes are lost, they shall
never be recov:ered; and when, your time is lost, it shall never be
redeeJ;Ile~.
.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
EFFECT

t·

OF THE MIND UPON THE BODY.

How far can the mind affect the body ~ Can it affect it fatally ~ Undoubtedly the mind has a great effect upon the body; for example, with
regard to health, anxiety of mind, care, and discontent are exceedingly' injurious to health; and, on the other hand, freedom from anxiety, care,
and discontent materially promotes it. But can the mind so affect the
body as to arrest the vital powers, and occasion a fatal result ~ I once
asked this question of a physician, and he said that he did not think
that it could, and that if a fatal result followed a mental shock, the
result proved that there must have been some previously existing
disease. He ought to know; but I venture ra.ther to doubt the accuracy of his opinion; and I imagine that there are cases where a
sudden or great mental shock can have such an effect upon the bodily
powers-perhaps when they are very weak-that they are seriously
injured, and death ensues without the actiop of any specific disease.
We all know how largely the heart is affected by deep emotion or
sudden excitement j it throbs violently, or it seems in part to cease to
beat. So we are told that there are two nerves which have an immense
influence .over the heart, the one cau!dng its motion to be accelerated,
and the other causing it to be retarded; these nerves are acted upon
by the mind, through their centre, the brain. Can we not therefore
imagine that if some sudden shock or excessive excitement affects the
mind, the mind affects these nerves, they in turn affect the heart,
the heart's action is seriously interfered with, and a fatal result
ensues ~
I have thought of this in connection with some cases which have
come under my observation, and of which I will mention two.
A clergyman, with whom I was acquainted, was vicar of a beautiful
country parish; he was a man in the very prime of life, and he looked
thoroughly strong and healthy. I think that he was a faithful and a
good man too. But he made a serious mistake; he may have done it
in a moment of thoughtlessness, and, probably, without the slightest
idea of how serious it was. He was owed some money by one of his
parishioners, and he could not induce him to pay it. The parishioner
died, and his relatives sent word to the vicar that they wished the
funeral to take place in the parish churchyard, at such a time; but
the vicar replied that the funeral should not take place until the money
which was owing to him had been paid. The effect of this reply was
like a lighted match thrown into a cask of gunpowder. The relatives
made a tremendous fuss about it; they spoke of the vicar as if he
were a hard-hearted and money-grasping man, and of themselves as being
shamefully and cruelly treated. The local Radical press got hold of
the circumstance, and made the very most of it-"' Here was to be seen
a specimen of the real character of the clergy i" "men who thought more
of filthy lucre than of the rites of the dead, or of the feelings of the
bereaved," &c., &c. The vicar saw in a moment what a serious mistake
he had made, and at once (so far as I can remember) endeavoured to
correct it; he sent a second message to the relatives, to the effect that
the funeral might take place as they wished, whether the money was
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paid or not. But it was too late, the mischief had been done. The
irritated relatives would not be satisfied; they apparently forgot
everything except their own annoyance; they forgot their clergyman's
position, his past years of faithful service, and the injury which he
might receive; and they placed the matter in the hands of a solic~tor,
and threatened him with a. lawsuit, determined to punish or annoy
bim as far as they possibly could. I met the vicar at a neighbouring
railway station immediately after this occurrence. He was walking
hurriedly, and appeared to be so engrossed in bis own thoughts that he
observed nothing around him. I was struck with his appearance; he
looked as if be were years older; he was haggard and worn, and he
seemed like a man who had received a death-blow. It was only too
true. In two or three days afterwards he was actually numbered with
the dead! At the time tbat I saw him, be was on his way to consult
his solicitor as to the best means of defending himself; and when he
returned home, he took to his bed, and, without the intervention of
poison, or of any other means, so far as is known, he -died. The
mental shock killed him. No doubt he was to be blamed; he acted
unwisely, and probably in utter thougbtlessness. He appeared to be a
kind-hearted man, and probably would not have dreamt of acting as h~
did, if he could in any measure have foreseen the result; it was
understood, too, that he had special cause of complaint in the
manner in which payment of the money which was owed to him had been
refused. His case has often suggested the thought, of what need we
have of wisdom; how easily a false step may be made, and bow serious
may be the effect of such a false step, or of even a few hltsty words.
But. may it not also remind us of the great advantage and privilege
of Divine guidance ~ If we continually seek for that guidance, and
if the sweet promise be fulfilled, "I will instruct thee, and teach thee
in the way which thou shalt go, and I will guide thee with Mine
eye," then all will be well.
The other case was that of a Scripture-reader. He was appointed
to an important and a populous district, but he was appointed with
some hesitation. He was highly recommended, and he had some
excellent qualities; he seemed full of love to souls, and he was fairly
educated. vVhen he had been engaged in business, he had spent a
good deal of his leisure time in voluntarily visiting the sick and the
poor; he seemed to know his Bible ,well, he was a good speaker, and
he was full of energy; but-what a pity that there should be a
" but" in his case I-there was one flaw-a distinct flaw-in his
character-he had not always been perfectly truthful. "Then," the
reader says, "he ought not to have been' appointed." Truly so; God's
Word distinctly says that a deacon-and a Scripture-reader occupies
very much the same position probably as a "deacon" did in the
early Church-a deacon is to be appointed only if "first proved," and
then "found blameless"; ·and this man when proved was not "found
blameless." It was hoped that bis fault was one of the past, and
that it would not appear again; . and consequently, having regard to
his many good anu suitable qualities, he was appointed. Ye~rs
passed on, but he did not give complete satisfaction; he worked WIth
remarkable energy, and he was very useful in many ways, but there
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seemed to be something wanting in his work, it did not seem as if a
blessing rested upon it. What could be the cause 1 His old fault was'
clinging to him still. He had to render a weekly account of his
visits and work, and this account was for a long time supposed to be
perfectly correct; but something occurred which aroused suspicion,
and a more careful investigation revealed some serious discrepancies;
whether from a habit of carelessness, or from absolute untruthfulness,
he had repeatedly recorded visits which he had never made. These
discrepancies were rather suddenly pointed out to him, and he 'was
asked for an explanation; but he had no explanation to give. The
matter then was considered to be so serious, that it was thought
right to report it to the source from which his salary was derived; it
was so reported, and a rather startling reply was received, to this
effect: "Discontinue the services of the Scripture-reader; and take
notice that the grant which has been given for his salary is altogether
stopped." This was an unexpected reply, for it not only deprived
him of all his means of support, and suddenly deprived a poor
district of his services, which were undoubtedly useful, but it also
deprived that district of the means of maintaining the services of a
Scripture-reader for the future. The news was gently conveyed to
him, but I shall not easily forget the effect; he seemed dazed and
stunned. Soon afterwards he seemed to grow rapidly older and
feebler; his natural buoyancy of spirits left him, and it seemed as if
his life was cut short by several years. He was for a time without
any employment; then he obtained a small country post, which gave
him partial occupation; but he never recovered from the shock which
he had received, and not very long afterwards he died. There was
reason to believe that there was good hope in his death; it was
preceded by what appeared to be a season of true repentance; he
knew his fault, and apparently he bitterly regretted it. His case seems
to be suggestive of solemn warning. "A little leaven leaveneth
the whole lump," and one fault may spoil an otherwise excellent
character.
Yes; undoubtedly the mind has a great effect upon the body, just
as the body has a great effect upon the mind; but that effect may
often be marvellously beneficial and preservative, as well as injurious
and destructive. For example, when out preaching for' the Home Mission,
I met with a dear man of God, who said to me, "I have a strange
disease of the heart, and the doctors tell me that I may die at any
moment; but I am kept alive simply by the peace-the sweet and
blessed peace-which I enjoy in believing. I know that my times
are in my gracious Master's hands, and I am delighted to leave them
there. I can humbly but confidently say, that 'To me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain'; and so my heart, although greatly
diseased, beats on; whereas if I were anxious or afraid or excited, it
would quickly stop." He asked me to listen to the beating of his
heart; I did so; and found that it was audible, in a way that I
never heard a human heart audible before, or since; it sounded like
the movement of some metallic substance, or like the grating of a file
or a saw! It was marvellous that he could live as long as he did,
with such a strange bodily infirmity. He eventually died, and the
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followin~ sweet lines were written by one of his friends upon hearing
of his death;Beloved friend, farewell!
And though on earth awhile
Thy Saviour calls thee home;
. Thy voice no more we hear-'
And joyfully thy spirit soars,
Although its tones of fait1;J. and love
To Him who bids thee come.
No longer greet us hereLong didst thou waiting stand,
Yet we shall meet again!
Thy Lord's command to heal';
For soon shall come the dayThen gladly to His presence passed, Before the brightness of whose dawn,
Without a lingering fear.
Shadowil shall flee awayTo see His blessed face,
When Jesus shall appear,
Before His throne to bow;
And all His saints shall rise,
This is thy heritage of bliss,
And, clothed with resurrection life,
Thy happy portion now.
Shall meet Him in the skies.
Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
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NOTES OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, AT ST. MARY·LE-PORT CHURCH,
BRISTOL, ON WEDNESDAY EVENING. JUNE 3RD, 1891.
"And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, Lo'rd, it is ?wthing
with Thee to help, whetheT with' many, m' with them that have no power:
help us, 0 Lord our God " fm' we ?'eot on Thee, and in Thy name we go
against this multitude. 0 Lord, Thou m't OU?' God " let not man p?'evail
4gainst Thee."-2 CHRONICLES xiv. n.
GOD'S ways are ways of discipline in dealing with the objects of His
love. His thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are His ways our
ways. He always deals in a graciou3, Fatherly way, but often in a
way that appears dark to us. While Asa pleased God He blessed
him, but when correction was necessary it was given. I think it
would be well for us to consider Asa's position as recorded in this
ehapter. You were singing just now" I asked the Lord that I might grow
In faith, and love, and every grace;

Might more of His salvation know,
And seek more earnestly His face."

God answers in His own way-shows that although a painful, yet
it is a profitable way, and in the end a fruitful way. So Aaa learnt
the art of crying to the Lord in trouble. "And Asa c?'ied unto the
Lord." I always think "crying" means something wrung from a
troubled heart, which knows that only the Lord can help and deliver.
Asa knew the Lord was his God. Many call upon God as "their
God" who have no right to, for God only knows as His own those
who come to Him through Christ. "I am the Way, the Truth, and
the Life: no man cometh unto the Father but by Me."
Asa cried unto the Lord as his God, his covenant God, who had
promised to hear his cry, and had sent a prophet to His people to
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tell them so. They were now at the end of all creature-help, and so
notice the fulness of the prayer, "Lord, it is nothing with Thee to
help, whether with many, or with them that have no power." When
we are brought to see God only can help without the aid of the
creature, then, I think, salvation is near. When we look neither to
many or few, nor boast either in many or few-when God has taught
us thus, it is by painful means. May He bring us to- this blessed
position-utter dependence in Himself, in' His goodness, in His power.
God works all for the good. of His people, and that is the same as
working ., according to His own will," for He always works for the
good of His people. If He takes away, it is only to make room f()l'
something larger and better. When He takes away, we wonder what
the next change will be; we feel stripped.,}Ve come to places where
two ways meet-faith and reason: reason rejoices in times of prosperity,
but only faith can rejoice in times of darkness. Shall we walk by faith
in trial, or by sight ~
God enkindled in the heart of Asa the faith that He could work
"with many or with few." This confession made him plead with God,
"Help us, 0 Lord our God; for we' rest on Thee, and in Thy name
we go against this multitude." Yes, God is the true" Stone of Help ";
"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us," we can look back and say it
fearlessly. All the years in the wilderness He has been with us; He
has given us the "Bread of Life," and the "Water of Life.'; " Hitherto
hath the Lord helped us," and we dare not doubt that He will ever
fail us in the future. It is onr wisdom to rest" in Him, for where can we
find rest 1 Only in Him, who is Head over all things for His body the
Church, overruling all things for the good of His people; for He is
always watching over the interests of His blood-bought Church, and
no weapon formed against it can prosper. The Church belongs to Christ
as the purchase of His blood, and He is her Shield, so we may leave all
in Ris hands, dear child of God, and rest in Him; whether the trial be
in ourselves, or around us, or in the world, we may go boldly against
the enemy, praying, as Asa did, "0 Lord, Thou art our God; let not
man prevail against Thee." God's children are dear to Him, His glory
is connected with them; all His dealings are marked out, and shall work
only good for the tried and exercised ones. No doubt Satan watches his
opportunity to defeat; but sooner or later God's prophecy must be
fulfilled, " Dust shall be the serpent's meat." I have noticed how Satan
and his agents appear for a time to prevail, but God's children cast
themselves on Him, trust in His purposes, His promises, and He will
help. I believe just now He is ready to appear for us; until He fails
to answer, let us rest in Him. "0 Lord, Thou art our God." So much
'turns on this, "Our God." "Our God is the God of salvation." "This
God is our God" (not only our fathers', but ours) "for ever and ever:
He will be our Guide even unto death;" Let us remember; dear
children of God, He is "our God" to-day and to-morrow, always the
same.
Can we not remember past answers to prayer under almost impossible
circumstances 1 Look at Joshua, who prayed that. the sun and moon
might stand still. If God has interrupted the course of nature in
answer to believing prayer, "Is anything too hard' for the Lord 1" I
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think not. God cannot deny Himself, and He will surely not disappoint
the hope He has given to the weakest of His believing people. Look
at Hannah. God set her to pray to Him, and she asked a son.
You know how she was misunderstood, even by Eli, when" only her
lips moved," but God saw the movement of her heart, and He· heard
and answered, and gave her Samuel, and instructed him in His own
way. Oh, what encouragement to ask a prophet! The Lord has many
arrows in His quiver yet. He need not tell us what He is going to do.
Look, again, at Nehemiah. What of him ~ Why, God put the desire
.in his heart to pray for the rebuilding of Jerusalem (Neh. i. 8-11).
And the Lord heard the secret pray:er of His servant, and gave him favour
in the sight of his earthly master. Jerusalem was rebuilt, the temple
.restored, as the outcome of the believing prayer of one man. Again
I ask, "Is anything too hard for the Lord ~"
Then in the case of
Elijah, on Mount Carmel, when he bowed himself in prayer, and sent his
servant to see if there were any result six times, but there was no sign
of rain. But the seventh time there was a cloud" like a man's hand."
The seventh time, the seventh prayer.
When God gives grace to pray
six times,with no sign of answer, then there is another opportunity,
.the seventh. Seven is the symbol of perfection, and the perfet;tion of
prayer is waiting. May not the sum be, "Wait thou on God " ~
JESUS CHRIST AND JOHN THE BAPTIST.
WHAT a difference between John the Baptist and Jesus Christ! and
whence this difference ~ but that Jesus had a divine existence before
being born into this world, and John had not. It is true John was
in the covenant before time was, in the foreknowledge and determination of God, but Jesus was the Maker and Mediator of tbat covenant.
Jesus was the Redeemer, John the redeemed; John the sinner, Jesus
the Saviour; Jesus, who was to increase, John to decrease; John was
a prophet, Jesus the One about whom he prophesied; Jesus the King,
John the herald; John was a worshipper, Jesus was He whom John
worshipped; Jesus tbe Master, John the servant.; John the unworthy,
Jesus the Worthy One. What a difference in generation! John of man,
Jesus of God. What a· difference in death! both by the Roman
powers, Jesus as a malefactor, John as a martyr; John an ordinary
death (though his life was taken), Jesus an extraordinary death-never
man died as this Man died; Jesus-not a bone was broken, John lost
his head; John died in a prison, Jesus died on a hill! And what a
difference in result! Jesus left the dead with a glorified body, John's
body gone to dust; John's soul singing the song of the redeemed,
Jesus receiving those peans of praise! What a difference all through!
John baptized with water, Jesus baptized with the Holy Ghost; Jesus
being God, John only a creature; and Whilst, as the Saviour said,
(, There are none greater born of woman than John Baptist," none
think of giving him divine' honour or worship. Who can fail to see
and acknowledge in all this the difference between these two, that
Jesus was and is God, whilst John was only a man ~ Let the Divinity
of Jesus be insisted on and preached more and more, and then
Atheism, Unitarianism, and Popery will flyaway.
MICAIAH.
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A FEW THOUGHTS ON ISAIAH LVIII. 11.
THE Prophet begins the chapter, "Cry aloud, spare not," as though
.to say, I am tired of remonstrance, and weary with forbearing.
From this down to the eighth verse, he declares the promises of the
Lord-then, from verses eight to ten, tells them what shall be acceptable to God-then comes our text,." And ~he Lord shall guide thee
continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought" and make fat thy bones;
and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water,
whose waters fail not."
.
This brings to my mind when the Lord first poured His blessing
into my soul. While relating my experience before the Church, I
said, failing to find words to express what is unexpressible, "It's
like a pail. already full, into which you keep pouring y;ater. Of
course it must overflow its sides, run down to the floor, thus
bedewing as far as it runs, watering and refreshing the parched
earth."
Something of the same idea was in the Apostle's mind, when he
wanted to tell those he was instructing for their future work, "Being
comforted with the same com,fort wherewith they have been comforted
of God." But to the text, "And the Lord shal~ guide thee continually."
Is there a child of God that needs guidance 1 Are any in perplexity,1
are any standing where two ways meet, and wondering which to
take 1 "Commit thy way unto the Lord," but look back. Who has
guided 1 your own will 1 then you suffered. An arm of flesh 1
then it failed you, for "Cursed is man," &c. Did you ever
come to a mountain 1 (spiritually, I mean.) Look up it-see its steep
and rugged sides, try to go round it; you cannot; there it stands
right in your pathway; what are you to do, poor soul 1 God help
thee to fall down at the feet of the Lord-the One who has promised
to guide you continually. Tell Him you cannot move it-you haven't
strength to walk around it. Well, what then ~ You come ,away from
the throne of grace trembling, fearing, wondering, questi.oning. Byand-by you begin to ascend. Lo! it has become a plain, and you
wonderingly look for the great stumbling thing, but it is gone!
Secondly, "Satisfy thy soul." The Psalmist says, "I shall be satisfied,
when I awake, with Thy likeness." Have you ever been satisfied ~ Has
. God the Spirit ever come down into your soul, revealing the sweet things
of Jesus' love, till your eyes have overflowed, and a gentle peace has
stolen over you, and you have lifted your eyes to heaven in the
. sweet hope that one day you should know and see Hill). as He is 1
When God first broke into your soul, how was it ~ Like the
glimmering of the dawn 1 or was it the full blast of. noonday,
satisfying you ~ Ah! some of us know what it, was with Paul;
"Whether: in .the body or out, I know not," but it was satisfying.
" Their pardon some receive at first,
And then, compelled to fight,
They find their latter stages worse,
And travel much by night."
But note, this satisfaction is to be in time of drought" when every-
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thing is dried up, the ground parched; so that if a seed drops it is
burnt up. Have you not seen a time of drought in nature, you that
till the ground 1 Have you dropped the seed and waited for the
harv'est 1 How you studied the clouds ~ how you hoped for rain;
perhaps you prayed for it. What then 1 Still no rain-the ground
-still parched. What is to become of the seed 1 Perhaps your all
depended upon it. Oh, how the soul is agonized at such a time,
spiritually. With what a feeling can you sing"How long, 0 Lord, shall I complain,
Like one who seeks his God in vain?"
Still, if you can say, "My God," it is not altogether a time of
drought. There are times when one may feel it presumptuous to
claim relationship, even though there is an inward conviction that you
have the right so to do.
But He says, "He will make fat thy bones, and thou shalt be like
a watered garden, and like a spring of water, who~e waters fail not."
A watered garden is a well-tended garden. The gardener, regardless
of expense or distance, will supply the water. How about our Lord 1
Did He fail1 Did not His side open for the water to flow 1 Oh !
how we do admire and desire to bless His holy name for this great
love and condescension to us, so that we might be "like a spring of
water, whose waters fail not." God send His own Spirit down to water
'and revive us, and help us to sing, "Not unto us, not unto us, but
unto Thy name be all the glory. Amen, and amen."
New York.
S. M. H.
THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. S. G. POTTER, D.D.,
LATE VICAR OF ST. LUKE'S, SHEFFIELD, AlI"D CHAPLAIN TO THE EARL OF
DESART.

WE are indebted to the Church Portrait JOU1'71al for the interesting
account of the Rev. Dr. POTTER, from which we cull the following
details : The subject of our notice is of Irish extraction, his grandfather and
father both being, for many years, agents and sequestrators to Lord
DEeIES, Archbishop of Tuam, and to others of the BERESFORD family.
He was born in Dublin, and after a visit to Australia; at an early
ag~, returned to Ireland, and entered as student at Trinity College,
Dublin, where he graduated in due course, and receiving ordination,
commenced work at Cushendun, afterwards removing to Bundoran,
Stratford-on-Slaney, and other places. Ultimately, he exchanged benefices with the Vicar of St. Luke's, Sheffield, where an earnest and
united band of worshippers rallied round him. Dr. POTTER is a
powerful preacher. His sermons are delivered extempoTe, and bear
unmistakable evidence of being the product of a mind mighty in the
Scriptures. The line of teaching he follows is that of VENN, SIMEON,
and TOPLADY, whilst he is a decided Protestant, and glories in the
name, and stoutly maintains the teaching and spirit of the Chur,ch
of England.
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"I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in
the land of the living. Wait on the Lord: be of good CfYlJ;rage, and He shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord."-PsALM xxvii. -13, 14.
THE Psalmist seems to have been in a joyous and triumphant state of
mind when he composed tbis Psalm. He appears to have experienced
some great deliverance, and so he says in the first verse, "The Lord
is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear t the Lord is the
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid '1" and he adds, in
the sixth verse, "Therefore will I offer in His tabernacle sacrifices of
joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord."
The text tells us the way in which he was cheered and encouraged
at that time-namely, he "believed" that he should" see the goodness
of the Lord," &c., and he evidently treasured up this his experience,
and would have God's children to do the same, as an encouragement
in fresh difficulties and trials.
The words, "I had fainted," printed in italics, are not in the old
Hebrew manuscripts, and have been merely supplied by our translators.
The force of the Psalmist's statement, perhaps, would be represented
more exactly if it were rendered thus-" Unless I had believed to see
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living --" leaving a
break for the readers to fill up with some such words as, "I should
have been in utter despair," or, "I should have been utterly overcome" in my trouble.
The Psalmist's faith was evidently !J. means of great encouragement
to him. He not merely "hoped" or "imagined" that he should see
the Lord's goodness manifested towards him, but he fully "believed"
it. This faith honoured the Lord, and the Lord honoured it.
He expected to see the goodness of the Lord manifested in "the
land of the living",' that is, we may suppose, in this present life," similarly he says, in the twenty-third Psalm, "Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life." And his expectation was fulfilled; he saw it, and he regarded past deliverances as encouragements
for the future.
.
So may all the Lord's dear children now.' Are they of the same
mind as the Psalmist wben he wrote tbis Psalm ~ can they say, as
he says, in the fourth verse, "One thing have I desired of the Lord,
that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in
His,' temple " 1 This evidently does not mean that the Psalmist wished
to take up his abode literally in the tabernacle, and .to continue there
day and night; but, regarding that tabernacle as the representation of
the Lord's presence amongst His people, the "place where His honour
dwelleth," he longed for that presence to be continuously with him, and
to enjoy in it heavenly communion and fellowship. Again, can' they
take up, in some measure at least, the response mentioned in the
eighth verse,.to the Lord's command, "Seek ye My face," "My heart
said unto Thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek" ~ Then surely the
expe'ctation . of the Psalmist m-ay' be theirs; -and as they have expe2
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rienced His goodness in the past, so they may fully expect to see it
in the future.
Well may they, then, "Wait on the Lord, and be of good courage."
Waiting is a difficult thing sometimes. It is more easy sometimes t()
act than to wait. But to "wait upon the Lord" is acting as well as
waiting; it is committing one's course into His loving hands, and then
expecting, and waiting for, His gracious help and interposition.

" The son of Gonsolation."-ACTS iv. 36.
What a happy title for a pastor! The origin of most surnames is
lost in obscurity, but here is an exception; this surname was given
by the Apostles to Joses, a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus; he
was surnamed by them Barnabas, which is being interpreted, "The
son of consolation."
We are not t~ld what was the reason .that they gave him that
title-was it that he was full of sympathy, and effectively showed that
sympathy 7 Was it that he had passed through deep waters himself.
and so he was specially enabled by the recollection and effect of his
own experience to administer consolation to those who had to pass
through the same 1 Or was it that he was particularly used by the
Holy Spirit, the· Comforter, for the administration of His own gracious
comfort 7 We do not know; but we may imagine that it was from
some such reason or reasons.
How suitable a title is here for every minister of the Gospel, and
in some sense for every true believer. Consolation is frequently and,
greatly needed. How much sorrow there is in the world; it way well
be called "a vale of tears." The early Christians greatly needed consolation, for they had special trials; and the true followers of Christ
need it now, for they know what chastening is, and what buffeting is,
and what temptations, and trials of patience, and cares, and heartsorrows are; and they need a set-off in heavenly consolation.
The commission of every minister of the Gospel is clear-" Comfort
ye, comfort ye, my people, saith your God." And Spirit-taught pastors.
ought to be able rejoicingly to say, "Blessed be God, even the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able
to comfort them which· are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith
we ourselves are comforted of God."
The importance of consolation to the child of God can scarcely be
over-estimated. See the effect upon a competitor in a race, or a soldier
on a campaign, or a person engaged in some difficult undertaking; let
such be dispirited, and anxious, and doubtful of success, and failure
will probably be the result; on the other hand, let them be cheered
and encouraged and hopeful, and success will be partly ensured. So in
some measure it may be with the child of God in "running the race
that is set before him," and "fighting the good fight of faith." How
often is he depressed, and writes bitter things, perhaps, against himself,
and thinks that all things are against him.
But there is abundant consolation provided for him. "Our consolation aboundeth by Christ" (2 Cor. i. 5). " We have a strong consola-
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tion, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
us" (Heb. vi. 18). See the sweet statements, and the exceeding great
and precious promises of God's Word. See the teaching of Divine
Providence: is it not this-all has been well in the past; and so will
it be, by divine love and power and unchangeableness, in the future ~
And who can describe adequately the effect produced by the tender,
whispers of holy consolation spoken to the heart by the Holy Ghost,
the great, the Almighty Comforter ~
"Look up, ye saints of God,
Nor fear to tread below
The path your Saviour trod
Of daily toil and woe~
Wait but a little while
In uncomplaining love,
His own most gracious smile
Shall welcome you above."
And then the sweet promise will be fulfilled, "As one whom his
mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted
in Jerusalem. And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice" (Isa.
lxvi. 13, 14).
.
======
AN INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF THE LATE REV. NATHAN
CHALLIS.
AFTER he 113ft the curacy of St. Luke's (writes his bereaved widow),
he took a house in Cromwell Road, Mr. NOYES being left in charge;
when, one Thursday afternoon, he received a telegram from Mrs.
NOYES, saying her husband was gone to Southsea, would Mr. CHALLIS
take the service ~ We went with him, taking the train at Montpelier
Station. When we got in, there was a plainly-dressed man in the
carriage. It being a dark evening, the lamp was lighted. My dear
husband opened his Bible, and stood by the light to refer to a text,
which having done, he sat down. No one spoke till we came to the
station, when the man said, "Will you please, sir, to ,tell me what
text you have just read ~ it may be a word for me." My dear one
said, "You will find it in the 89th Psalm, the 30th and four following
verses, 'If my children forsake my law,' &c.; you know the connection." He thanked him. The door of the carriage was opened;
there was no time to say more, as he hurried away. We were much
impressed that the Lord had a special purpose in it. Dear Doctor,
don't you think the day will declare it?
[Undoubtedly we believe it will. What so often, in the estimation
of men, is mere chance, or accidental, are among the all-wise and
Divine appointments.-Late Eo.]
IF we cannot bring our condition to our mind, we must labour to bring'
our mind to our condition.
DESPAIR is a corruption of humiliation, it is a cou.nterfeit humility,
a sullen pride, the covert of a hardened spirit.
2
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"IS NOT THIS A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE 1"

"And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan; even
the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem, nbuke thee: is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire? J'-ZECHARIAH . iii. 2.
WE are so constantly reading of what Ritualism .is doing in sending
preverts to Rome, that any record of the Holy Spirit's work in sending
any O1d of Rome must be cheering to the hearts of true Protestants.
The following narrative of .facts, which appeared in a recent number of
that excellent weekly, the English Chu1'Chrnan, will be perused with deep
thankfulness by our readers:REMARKABLE CONVERSION OF A ROMAN CATHOLIC MONK
AT PORTSMOUTH.
A young man belonging to a Roman Catholic monastery, and holding
the highest testimonial from the Superior of his order, began to entertain
doubts as to the Papal Infallibility and the Immaculate Conception,
which he tried his utmost to suppress, but in vain. He was seut to a
retreat, and underwent the most rigid mortification; but he was in s.uch
deep soul·distress that he got no peace or satisfact.ion, and sometimes
passed the night in bitter tears, not· knowing where to j:(0 for relief. He
put himself into communication with several well.known Ritualistic
clergymen, who not merely advised him to go back into the Roman
Catholic Church, and to believe without scruple what the Church believed,
but actually wrote to Roman Catholic bishops to get him back. This
testimony is borne out from most incriminating letters now in his
possession.
,
He came to Portsmouth last Thursday evening, and was directed to a
certain Ritualistic clergyman; but, by mistake, or rather by. God's
providence, as he now sees it, he called at the house of the Presbyterian
minister, the Rev. A. HALLWAY (one of the secretaries of the late National
Protestant Congress). Mr. HALLWAY was engaged at a meeting, but Mrs.
HALLWAY seized the opportunity of speaking to him about Christ as the
great need of the soul. His attention was arrested, and Mr. HALLWAY
afterwards came' in and spoke in a similar strain, adding, "There is
an Episcopal clergyman, a friend of mine, the Rev. LINDSAY YOUNG, of
St. John's, Portsea; ~ould you like to see him with me to-morrow
morning P" To this he willingly agreed. Mr. and Mrs. HALLWAY called
that evening on Mr. YOUNG, narrated the whole circumstances, and he
agreed to meet the young monk at the Presbyterian manse the next
morning.
Mr. YOUNG did so, and after opening up from the Word of Truth, the'
finished work ,of Christ, and. God's way of salvation, which was most
eagerly listened to by the young inquirer, they all knelt down together,
and in the solemn moments of prayer, the poor distressed Roman Catholic
was enabled by grace to claim and receive Christ for his Saviour, to be
filled with joy and peace in believing, and to b-reak with the Church of
Rome. The interview is thus described in the words of the monk:"Mr. YOUNG showed me so clearly from God's Word how Jesus, by His
doing and dying, had finished the work of salv;1tion for .poor sinners, that
then !J.nd th~re only I had the happiness to ,find that salvation so long and
apparently so hopelessly sought after, and in that salvation I find now
true joy."
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There is much joy amongst the humble instruments who have been used
by God as connecting links in helping this Roman Catholic into the
light and liberty of Gospel salvation, and they feel that the circumstances
are so remarkable that it was the work of the Holy Spirit throughout.
. A touching scene occurred in St. John's Church, Portsea, on Sunday
evening, when, at the prayer-meeting, after service, which was attended
by the Rev. Mr. HALLIDAY and the convert from Romanism, the latter,
coming forward to the lectern, very earnestly thanked God in prayer
that He could now call Him Father, and for having revealed Jesus Christ
as a personal Saviour. He then gave an impressive address, telling the
narrative of his past life, his recent conversion, what peace and joy he
now experienced, and how there was an end to all the years of weariness
and longing to know the peace of God. He said, "I could not get it in
. the Church of Rome, for there is no living Christ there. I could not
get it from the Ritualistic clergymen, for they don't know Christ; but
now, thank God, only a few days ago, Christ found me, and while
rejoicing in Him, I point you to a living Christ, who only can forgive
your sins.
"I warn you of the Ritualists, they are more deceptive than Roman
Catholics; I warn you against Romanism, you don't know what it is,
the wearisomeness of the different ceremonies 'which can never satisfy
the soul. Oh! pity and prH for the poor Romanisls and Ritualists,
and try and lead them to Christ."
The address was mo.t impressive and solemn, and moved many to tears
of joy over the marvellous grace of God.
Dear friends, let us pray God that such instances may be multiplied.
Our stronghold is, in honouring the Holy Spirit, and craving Him
to work powerfully for us. We have little faith in controversy, but
we have a firm trust in spreading the truth, and keeping to the Word
of God. Be it ours to acquit ourselves like men, and to go forward
with an open Bible, proclaim the saving truths of the H0ly Scriptures,
and put our country into the hands of the living God, and we have
nothing to fear :"
THE EDITOR.
GOD BLESS OUR LAND.
And for Thy Church we pray;
GOD bless our favoured land,
Those that have gone aslra.y,
Firm may her statesmen stand
Restore aga.in.
To do the right.
Come, our victorious Lord,
Open their eyes to see
Draw forth Thy conquering sword,
That truth in purity
And bid us strike the chord,
(Only approved by '£hee)
He comes to reign!
Is power and might.
And not to them alone,
To her who fills the throne
Be wisdom given.
Let not the cares and strife
With which our land is rife
Disturb her closing life,
As she nears heaven.

Be Thou our constant Guide;
1£ ThoU" with us abide,
Firm we shall stand.
Increase our waning light,
Teach us to do the right,
Put all our foes to :fiightGod bless our land.
E. C. MARSH.

'*' Since the foregoing, I have had the pleasu~e of shaking han~s and speakinl\ a
word to this young monk, and I understood htm to say that ~e m.tended to pubhsh
details of his conversion in a. pamphlet. We sha.ll look With mterest for these
particulars.·- Eo.
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THE DEDICATION OF ENGLAND TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY AND TO ST. PETER,
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,- I read in a recent number of the Standard that, "In
compliance with the recent direction of the Pope, at the Brompton
Oratory, the ceremony took place of dedicating England to the Virgin
Mary and to St. Peter."
It is very kind and considerate of the Pope to take such salutary
measures for the promotion of the welfare of England. But if, as I
gather from Dr. VAUGHAN'S address to St. Peter, these measures have
been taken on the strength of this country owing its conversion to
Rome, it appears to me that the Pope and his clergy have been
offering a gift which is not altogether theirs to offer. England does
not owe her conversion to Rome. For nearly a hundred years the
influence of the Italian mission did not extend beyond the county of
Kent, except that, perhaps, it might have been felt, in some degree,
in Norfolk and Suffolk.
Mellitus, it is true, was sent from Canterbury to London; but the
Londoners resisted all his attempts to convert them, and the end of it
was, that he returned to Canterbury.
In Northumbria, under Paulinus, the cause of Christianity had
better success, for a short time (six years); but when the Mercians,
under Penda, made an irruption into this kingdom, Paulinus~ work
was completely overthrown, and he himself fled to Canterbury, never
to return. In the meantime, paganism was restored in this district,
and kept its hold on it until Oswald, the younger son of Ethelfrid,
came to the throne of Northumbria, and he, not forgetting the instruction which he had received in his youth, determined to re-establish
Christianity in his kingdom.
But to whom did he send for the carrying on of this work ~ To
Paulinus, the former Archbishop of York 1 or to any member of the
Italian mission at Canterbury? Not at all; he sent to Iona (whither
he had been carried, as a child, on the invasion of Penda, and where
he had received his education), for bishops and missionaries to come
and teach his people the Catholic faith. The first bishop was Aidan,
who established his See, not at York, but at Lindisfarne, from whence
·flowed that stream of missionaries who converted England, from Edinburgh down to London (at which latter place, as I have said above,
Mellitus, of the Italian mission, so signally failed). It is to Aidan,
as was said by the late learned Bishop of Durham (LIGHTFOOT), that
is really to be attributed the conversion of England to the Catholic
faith jand these missionary bishops and priests, let it be remembered,
were of a Church which repudiated Roman interference, denied the Roman
jurisdiction, and held an apostolical succession of bishops quite
.
distinct.
Indeed, we may say that for nearly one hundred years after
Augustine's arrival in this country, no single place, beyond the county
of Kent, can be pointed out, where it can be said that Rome, in the
persons of the members of the Italian mission, was altogether the
converter of the English.
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We consider the claims of the Roman mission in this country. as
based upon a usurpation, not readily acquiesced in, at any time, by
the "Holy Church of England" (as she has been called since the
earliest times), but more firmly established, perhaps, under Anselma usurpation, however, from which the people of this country once
nearly freed themselves, and two hundred years afterwards wholly
succeeded in doing so. For this the Roman Church pretends to bring
against us the charge of a want of Catholicity-a charge which she
cannot prove by any better means than by an argument which involves
a petitio principii.
I am, sir, yours truly,
The RectoTy, Chilton Foliat, H1Lnge1jord.
T. J. SCOTI'.

NATIONAL

SINS

AND

NATIONAL

JUDGMENTS.

MR. GLADSTONE has certainly lost no time in securing honours for the
Lord Mayor of London, who, as an aggressive Roman Catholic, sought
a few months ago to place our beloved Sovereign under the feet of the
Italian priest, Pope Pecci.
Nothing less than a baronetcy is the
prompt distinction conferred on the man whose primary allegiance is
to one whom Roman Catholic documents blasphemously describe as
"OU1' L01'd God the Pope," 'I(, and of whose superiority above Queen
VICTORIA and Her Majesty's royal supremacy the late pervert, Dr.
MANNING wrote: "At this period of our history the supremacy of
the Vicar of Jesus Christ re-enters as full of life as when Henrv VIII.
resisted Clement VII., and Elizabeth withstood S. Pius V. The undying auth01'ity of the Holy See is once more an active power in England;
the shadow of Peter has fallen upon it" (Essays on Religion and Lit.,

1867). The Protestants of England who loyally stood up for their
sovereign's prerogative and honour, by rebuking the offensive action
<>f the papal Lord Mayor, have thus been insulted for their fidelity.
When Her Gracious Majesty succeeded to the throne of England she
made the following statutable declaration against the idolatrous and
superstitious Church of Rome :-" I, VICTORIA, do solemnly and sincerely,
in the presence of GOD, profeRs and testify and declare that I do believe
'that in the Sacrament ~f the Lm'd's Supper there is not any Transubstantiation of the elements of bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ,
at or after the consecration thereof by any person whatsoever; and that
the invocation or ad01'ation of the Vi1'gin Mary 01' any other saint, and the
Sacrifice of the Mass as they aTe now used in the ChuTch of Rome, ARE

SUPERSTITIOUS AND IDOLATROUS."
The Queen made and signed that important declaration in the
presence of the Houses of Parliament, on the 20th of November, 1837.
No doubt, it will be argued by some that the recent royal marriage gave
just occasion for the bestowal of the mark of distinction conferred on
London's chief magistrate. We refuse to' recognize this plausible
apology.
On the contrary, the royal favour, of which the ardent
• DOMINUS DRUS NOSTER P.APA.-Extravag. Joh. 22. cum inf.erpr. in Glos8a.
Quoted by Bishop J ewell, in his Exposition of the Second Epistle to the Thessalonians, .A. D. 1583.
.
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Roman Catholic Lord Mayor has been made the recipient, furnishes
only too clear and painful a proof that, in the judgment of Her
Majesty's Rome-serving advisers, no insult offered the Protestant
sovereign of the realm, or contempt manifested towards the national
faith. is worthy uf being considered a barrier to honours which
should be jealously reserved for the loyal and faithful subjects of the
Protestant constitution and throne of the United Kingdom.
This and other deplorable concessions to the papists, to the grid of
multitudes of the Queen's leal subjects, is rapidly and fatally hastening
on the crisis for which the more astute promoters of the papacy have
long looked forward '" ith high hope. But the blood of the noble
martyrs who' died to secure for us the priceless boon of freedom from
the yoke of the man of sin will not be suffered, surely, to cry to
heaven in vain. God, in whom our fathers trusted, will vindicate
their. faith in Him. Already His hand is stretched out in judgment upon our country for tbe many departures Romewards of
which our rulers have been guilty. The long drought j the terrible
failure of the crops j the unprofitableness of cultivating the soil j the
late awful loss of a first· class man-of-war, representing a million
sterling, together with the lives of officers and crew, between
300 and 400 souls j the constant strife raging between capital and labour ;
the general spread of socialism, lawlessness, and violence j the
possibility of Ireland's becoming embroiled in civil war (involving one
of the most passionate a,nd relentless struggles of modern times;
and the imminent peril of a cholera visitation, are all audible
providences of the living God to the nation. Yet our Governments
vie with each other in making concessions to Rome, the ancient anc!implacable enemy of our faith and liberties.
Romanism differs from all other false religious systems in the world.
It alone fulfils the prophetic forecasts concerning the mystic Babylon,.
, Its supreme head is the antitype of "the son of perdition "-Judas.
(See John xvii. 12, and 1 Thess. ii. 3.) It can kiss the Son of Man
and hail Him" Master," while it traffics with His blood. It is "the
mystery of iniquity." Hence, to make any terms with it, is to condone its sins and merit its plagues (Rev. xviii. 4). In every age
,Jehovah has branded with shame those rulers and that people who
'allied themselves to idolatry and with idolatrous nations. Maachah,
through. making an idol, was put down from being queen (1 Kings xv.)
, Solomon, through idolatry, lost his son, ten tribes, and the dividing of
, th.e kingdom. Those kings who, jn the history of Israel, were notorious
fOf idolatry, like Ahab, Abaz, Jeroboam, Jehoiakim, Zedekiab, and
Manasseh, with others, were made eminent examples of God's hatred
of ,any fellowship with idols. Ob, that England's rulers and England's
people would lay to heart the heinousness of the national sin of
holding fellowship with the idolatrous Church of Rome and its anti.
Christian representatives! The prayer of the godly young King Edward
the Sixth need constantly be offered by us all, "Lord, deliver this
realm of England from Papistry!" and it would be indeed well were
that suffrage restored to the Litany which was inserted in 1549, "From
the tyranny of, the Bishop of Rome, and all his detestable enormities,

Good Lord, deliver 'Us."

J AMES

ORMISTON.

-,
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l!nssing ®lnnts.
A MONTHLY NOTE.
MR. GLADSTONE, all other means having failed for passing the Home
Rule Bill, has attempted a cmtp d'etat. Discussion has been quenched by
the closure; and by the time that this Number of the Magazine is in
the hands of our readers, the Biil is to be declared, by sheer force of
a bare majority, to have "passed" the House of Oommons. Is this
a wise and statesmanlike proceeding 1 If the Bill were some insignificant measure, it might be excusable, but when it embodies one of the
most important changes which has ever been made in the constitution
of our country, surely common sense may demand for it the most
ample and patient and careful deliberation. Mr. GLADSTON'E. seems to
be so set upon the passing of his measure, that he does not hesitate
to break some of his most solemn previous pledges; for example, when
speaking in Manchester in 1886, he distinctly said-" I will not be a
party to a legislative body to manage Irish concerns, and at the same
time to having Irish members in London acting and voting on English
and Scotch questions." But now he has ad vised, and in fact compelled his followers, in direct violation of this pledge, to vote for the
establishment of a separate legislative body in Ireland to manage
Irish concerns, and to retain eighty Irish members in London, acting
and voting, without any restriction, on English and Scotch questions.
The whole proceeding is a disgrace to· the country.
There seems to be no· doubt that the loss of the battle-ship Victoria,
and its terrible consequences, was due to a fatal mistake made by the
Oommander-in-Chief, Sir GEORGE TRYON, who paid the penalty with
his life. He ordered the ironclads to manreuvre when much too close
to one another, and he refused to countermand his order when the
inexpediency of it was pointed out to him. It appears that he was
on the sick list for some days before the accident occurred, and only
on the morning of the day of the occurrence returned to. his duty.
He was a God-fearing and noble man, universally loved and respected,
and well known, to be a most careful and able commander. Surely
his illness must have affected his mind in some way, and thus prevented
him from acting with his usual ability and caution. Much sympathy
has been expressed for him and for his gallant comrades. He went
down with his vessel, telescope in hand, waving a farewell to RearAdmiral MARKHAM on the Carnpe1'down as he disappeared; and some
touching incidents are told of the heroic way in which his brave men
m~t their death, unselfishly trying to save the sick and feeble.
But the tragic affair seems to speak to the whole nation.. Are we
not depending too much upon our great and costly battle-ships 1 May
we not find them, after all, practically useless in a time of need 1 If
in peace, and on a calm sea, when quietly manreuvring with one
another, a slight impact of one with another sends one to the bottom
of· ,the sea, with the loss of hundreds of precious lives; what might
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we expect in time of war, when two great fleets are arrayed against
each other, with every intention 'of damaging each other to the very
utmost of their power 1 The result, perhaps, would be one of the most
awful catastrophes which the world has ever known; the whole, or
nearly the wholl', of the mighty masses of iron sinking like leviathan
coffins with their luckless occupants into an ocean grave. Where would
<Jur boasted naval power be then 1
The great drought has, through Divine mercy, come to an end. It
has been without parallel, so far as authentic records go. It is true
that some of the old. chronicles give descriptions of droughts which,
both as regards intensity and duration, would appear to have been far
more severe than this one; but it is evident that the compilers of such
records allowed themselves a considerable latitude of expression, and
that their statements must be taken with some reservation. We fear
ihat the results will press very heavily upon many agriculturists. They
have had a succession of very trying seasons, and this, in some respects,
will probably be an exceptionally trying one. No doubt the Lord's
hand is in it, and He will overrule it for the good of His children;
but it seems distinctly to be a voice to the nation, reminding us of
our dependence upon Divine bounty and forbearance, and bidding'us
remember that" man doth not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord." Shall we, as a nation,
hearken to the Voice 1
All who take an interest m the evangelization of Uganda will be
glad to read the following statement made by the Rev. JOHN THORP,
of the British and Foreign Bible Society: "Great efforts have been
made in the last few months by the British and Foreign Bible Society
to provide a large fresh supply of Holy Scriptures in Ganda. The
translation of the missing Epistle (1 John) by the Rev. E. C. GORDON,
assisted by the Rev. R. H. WALKER and MIKA SEMATIMBA, completed
th.e New Testament in Ganda. Each part was reproduced by photography, and placed in the usual order to make up one complete New
Testament. From the photo-plates editions of the whole book, and of
the same in three divisions, in addition to detached copies of each
Gospel and of the Acts of the Apostles, have been printed and bound.
Fr<Jm these editions 33,553 books, packed in eighty-nine zinc-lined
wooden boxes, suited for one coolie's load each, were shipped for
Zanzibar, from London, via Hamburg, on Monday, June 12th.
The Ganda New Testament, now happily completed in an interim
form to meet the immediate demand, combines the consecrated scholarsh.ip and labours of several missionaries. The earliest parts bear the
impress -of MACKAY and ASHE. 'The latest touches come from CYRIL
GORDClN. The lion's share in the translation has fallen, I understand,
to G. L. PILKINGTON, once a boy at U ppingham, and a first-class Classic
at Cambridge, then a Master at Harrow, and now the ch~ef tran~lato;,
of the Holy Scriptures in Uganda (see" Boys and the. BIble SOCletJ:'
a new leaflet issued by the B.F.B.S.) It took t~enty-sIx yea.rs of ~IS
sionary work -in New Zeal:and before the Maons were prOVIded wIth
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the whole New Testament in their own tongue. It is ohly sixteen
years since the Mission of Uganda was taken up, and only five since
the printing of the first book of the New Testament was completed by
the Bible Society. A beginning has been made of the Old Testament.
Joshua has been printed. Exodus is in the press. Thank God for
all !
The " Keswick" movement seems to be increasing in popularity,
judging from the increasing number of the assemblies this year. We
appreciate the great usefulness of Ohristian conventions, in bringing
Ohristians of different denominations into closer union; in breaking down
the unnecessary barriers of denomination, and for giving expression to
the deep truths of the Gospel, as well as drawing God's children to
realize the practical result of a life of faith in the Son of God. But
is there not another aspect of this question 1 Is there not a want of care
sometimes in the statements of doctrine, in all the talking which goes on
at these conventions 1 a dangerous aiming sometimes at something new,
an unhealthy taste encouraged for religious excitement, and a serious
interference with the ordinary duties of t\1e clergy and ministers who
take part in them 1
The Evangelical Alliance does good work in watching over the
interests of Ohristians in foreign lands, and espousing their cause when
they are exposed to religious persecution.' The secretary of the Alliance,
Mr. ARNoLD, states; "Religious persecution is just now presenting
itself to the world in a hideous light; one Ohristian is beaten to death in
Persia and several others are condemned to death in Turkey, while in
Russia the persecution of the Stundists, Baptists, and others continues
as briskly as at any time during the past few years; and in Spain, too,
a Protestant minister is now suffering imprisonment on a paltry charge
of disrespect to the national religion.
The following letter has just been received from one of the seventeen
Armenians who were recently sentenced to death at Angora ;Angom, June 13th, 1893.

The trial finished yesterday in the presence of a great multitude. The
sentences have been given. Many of us were hoping, till the last moment,
for deliverance, but in vain-we have the hardest of punishments. Last
week we were hopeful, but, after the 6th inst" the colour of matters wholly
changed. All the calumnies and accusations against us have been denied
and fully refuted by us and by our advocates. We are sure that all those
present at the trial were persuaded of our innocence, and many of them
came to the prison afterwards and cangratulated us on our sincerity. Not
a point has been proved-there are no papers, and not a thing fastened on
ns. But the process and trial was only a formal thing; we were all condemn,ed before. The four members of the Court were divided: one wholly
refused to sign the process, but this did not avail; we have been condemned
by the majority of one vote. Fourteen of tlfe fifty-six prisoners have been
released, and the rest were condemned in four classes: nine were condemned
to imprisonment for seven years,- one being a woman; nine were condemned
to ten years' imprisonment; six were condemned to fifteen years' imprisonment; seventeen were condemned to death, including Thoumaian,. myself,
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and an Armenian priest. Om' conscience is perfectly calm: we are wholly
innocent; we have no part in these revolutionary purposes. May God help
us to bear this difficult cross. Pray for us.
This touching account of a so-called "trial" will be read with
interest, but we are concerned now to know what the gren.t Powers
will have to say in the matter.
Turkey has bound itself by solemn
treaty obligations, and surely the influence of Britain and Germany,
coupled with that of the United States, will produce such an impression
upon the Sultan's Government as will at least lead to the remission of
the sentences upon those who are evidently persecuted because they are
Protestant Christians. Our own Government is moving actively in this
matter; and I have just received a telegram from Washington saying
that the State Department are taking active interest, and will do all
possible.
We are glad to notice the publication of a valuable sermon preached
by the Bishop of Sodor and Man (a son of the late revered Rev. G.
W. STRATON, Rector of Aylestone, Leicester), based on the text, ,. Once
for all" (Heb. x. 10). In it he forcibly contrasts the teaching of
the Protestant Church of England with the teaching of the Church
of Rome on the great sacrifice of Christ, showing the utter unscripturalness of the latter. The "Venerable Archdeacon SIN CLAIR, Archdeacon of London, young as he is in years, has also spoken out lately
in no uncertain terms upon .several important subjects, and aJ?ongst
them, on the meaning and use of the word "Protestant," quoting
approvingly the words of Dean HOOK, "vVe glory in our title of
Protestant."
The Secretary for vVar has had under his consideration the
question of the liberty to be allowed to officers and soldiers in the
matter of giving religious addresses in public. An officer in Halifax,
Nova Scotia, was advertised to give a Christian Evidence lecture in
church, on the invitation of the Chaplain; the commanding officer,
however, interfered and forbade the lecture. The matter was referred
home, and we are glad to hear that, after consultation with the
military authorities, it has been decided by the War Office not to
imp'ose any restrictions in such matters, except where it is proposed
to deal with controversial topics, and then the commanding officer
is given a discretion. The influence of a Ohristian soldier is incalculable, and it would be a monstrous injustice if he were forbidden to
preach to or to teach those with whom he is brought into close
contact the truths of religion.
GOD'S gold is the world's dross. They of whom the world is not
worthy, are counted not worthy to live in the world.
THAT WHICH CAN~OT BE MEASURED.-Oan you measure the distance
between the degradation in which He found you and the glory 'to
which He will' raise you 1
.
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GOD'S VOICE.
ANOTHER national calamity has befallen us in the loss of her
Majesty's noble ship Vict(Yria. Again the voice of God is heard, even
the voice of the Most High God, that dwelleth in the kingdom of
men, ruling, ordering, and carrying out all His plan and purpoae as
pleases Him. The question to you and me, beloved, is, Do we hear
His' voice speaking over these troubled waters ~ Are our hearts
listening, waking, and ready with the response, to His call, "Speak,
Lord, for Thy servant heareth" ~
The accounts of that most terrible disaster have thrilled through the
very heart of England. How in fourteen minutes, under clear sky
and on calm sea, by a sad mistake of the brave commander, Admiral
TRYON, in whom every seaman placed the utmost confidence, nearly four
hundred of the best men of the British navy went down with her as
she turned completely over, carrying them down in the vortex, is too
awful, too harassing to dwell upon. Every man on board the vessels
was ready to burst into tears; and she went down, the papers tell us,
in one solemn hush and wordless consternation of the entire fleet.
A sight, indelibly impressed on their minds, may have its salutary
effect upon many. Let us pray that it may be so; and whilst we can
only hope that many of those brave sons of the deep, when driven to
their wit's end, could only cry unto the Lord God, who sitteth upon
the waters, in that eleventh hour found Him to be God, even their
God, coming unto them with His words of life and peace, "It is I, be
not afraid.", "So He bringeth them unto their desired haven" of rest,
security, and home, for ever. We know not the history, the inner
life, of those brave fellows, yet we cannot but hope that many were
there upon whom Jehovah had set His covenant mark of gra~e.
Sad, indeed, and a crying shame to England, as another outcome
of her pandering to Rome, is the following account, taken from the
English Churchman, of July 6th:A telegram from Port Said, dated Satul'day last, announces that "a
Requiem Mass for those who lost their lives by the foundering of the
Victoria was celebrated here this morning, and was attended by the
Governor, all the members of the British colony, the British Consul, and
the officers and crew of Her Majesty's ship Gannet now in harbour." We
trust that no pressure was put upon the officers and crew to attend this
Mass for the dead. To compel them to attend a service against their
eonsciences would be nothing less than a scandal. And yet we should
not be surprised to hear that pressure was brought to bear on the Protestants for this purpose.
Not much more than a month ago the little band of "seven thousand
who have not bowed the knee to Baal," were not a little startled by
the decree from Rome of England's dedication to St. Peter and the
Virgin, stated to have been brought about through the pilgrimage of so
many English visitoTs to the Pope! And now at one of our own stations,
at the time of one of the most terrible calamities which ever befel our
country, in the loss of "the picked men of our navy," as a Member in
the House declared, on the night after the disaster, we have Rome
again stepping in for a Requiem Mass, "attended by the Governor, all
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the members of the British colony, the British Oonsul, and the officers
and crew of Her Majesty's ship Gannet, now in harbour " !
I suppose that brave torpedo gunner, HOWELL, a warrant officer, who,
on his last Sabbath evening ashore, attended the Wesleyan Rest,
Margherita Hill, and gave a good reason of the hope that was in him,
was not included in Rome's list of the souls to be prayed for now in
purgatory. May he be one of many who, so suddenly called out of
time into eternity, is now amongst the ransomed hosts above, singing,
, , Worthy is the Lamb."
Well, beloved, amidst all these calamities, and so much to distre8s
and perplex the mind in the utter disregard of the voice of the Lord
in them all, may they speak to us, stirring us .upby way of remembrance to more careful walking, to walk circumspectly (that is, picking
our way, taking care not- to soil our white garments by the mud of the
way), to have our eyes all round, yet only for Jesus, to press onwards,
upwards, heavenwards, homewards, le kept by the mighty power .of God,
through faith unto salvation;" that when, where, or how He calls, He
may find His servants ready for the summons, "Oome up higher;
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
R.

GOD'S AORE.
"I like that ancient Saxon phrase which calls
The burial ground ' God's acre.' It is just.
It consecrates each grave within its walls,
And breath~s a benison o'er the sleeping dust."
ATTLEBOROUGH near Nuneaton, was, in -WILLIAM GADSBY'S time, a
small villag~, now it has grown to a large ecclesiastical parish. The
present church of Holy Trinity is an unpretending edifice of brick and
stone, built ill the Early English style. It is shrouded in trees, with
a long and shaded walk to its chief entrance. On the opposite side
as you enter the main street, perched up on high ground, is a little
"Bethe!." N one are ever required to preach on that "hill of Zion"
who have any other message to proclaim than a clear and distinctive
Gospel one, and the trumpet must give no uncertain sound within
those walls. Here it was that WILLIAJlf GADSBY preached, and many
other eminent men who have gone to their rest.
One of the chief supporters of this place is our friend EBENEZER
BROWN, a GOSPEL MAGAZINE reader, and a descendant of WILLIA1I1
GADSBY. When visiting at his house, he had told us of his intention
to give a piece of land for a much needed cemetery, and I have just
read in a local paper the following with deep interestNEW CEMETERY AT ATTLEBOROUGH.
DRCICATION AND OPENING CEREMONY, MONDAY, JUNE 21ST.

Nuneaton's quiet suburb was aroused to an unwonted state of mild
excitement on Monday evening last; and as it is not given to every genera.
tion to witness the opening of a new' cemetery in their native parish, it was
but natural that the villagers should tUl'll out in their strength to take part
in a ceremony at once so rare and interesting. By seven o'clock some
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hundreds had assembled at the futUl'e burial-ground, amongst those who
were accommodated with chairs on the temporary platform being the Rev.
A. E. HUNT, Vicar of Attleborough, the Rev. W. SATCHWELL, Baptist
Minister, Mr. THOMAS LESTER (Chairman of the Burial Board), Mr.
EBENEZER BROWN (the donor of the land), Mr. T. W. OAKEY (clerk to
the Board), and Messrs. E. A. BALDWIN, T. CURRIN, RUFus JONES a,nd
GEO, WELLS (members of the Burial Board). The proceedings opened
with the hymn, "Before Jehovah's awful throne," which was most heartily
sung by the assemblage.
. The Rev. A. E. RUNT, after reading a suitable portion of Scripture,
delivered a brief address. He said the ceremony in which they were taking
part was one most solemn and most sacred. They were met to dedicate
a portion of ground which might be called God's acre, and where their
bodies might shortly be laid. After much prayerful thought, with a view of
finding a suitable subject upon which to speak a few words, he had been
led to think of the picture of a harvest field wherein the workers were
cheered by the presence of their Lord and Master. "The Lord be with,
them." That was the message he had come to deliver to them that night.
It was his earnest desire, and the earnest desire of many around him, that
their souls should be prepared for that solemn day when they would be
called upon to meet their Maker. They all came into the world alone;
yet not alone, if the Lord was with them. Though they walked through
the valley and shadow of death, the righteous had the assurance that the
L01'd would still be with them. Let them not pray, "Let me die the
death of the righteous." The greatest sinners on earth wished that. He
would give them another prayer that night. It was, "Let me live the life
of the righteous." They were all sent into the world for a purpose. He
prayed that God's purpose would be faithfully fulfilled, and that the Lord
would be with them all.
The Rev. W. SATCHWELL then offered up a prayer, and this was fol.
lowed by the singing of another hymn, "All hail the power of Jesu's
name."
MR. EBENEZER BROWN then rose to declare the ground formally open.
In doing so he said it gave him great pleasure to be with them on that
occasion, especially as it had been his privilege to choose and give the
land for the purpose they were now dedicating it. So far as the position
went, many of them were aware of the difficulties they had to contend'
with at first, but he thought they would agree with him that they had
now secured one of the most suitable sites in the village considering that
ample provision had been made for additions in generations to come.
And he might add, that when the house and chapel were finished, they
would prove an ornament of which the village might well be proud. The
opening of a cemetery was naturally a somewhat solemn occasion, and
as the speakel' thought of the great changes which were constantly taking
place around them, his hearers would perhaps forgive him for relating
the history of the land upon which they were standing. Sixty-five years
ago, on the fOUl'th of next month, the speaker was born in the little tworoomed cottage yonder, the nearest house to the very spot upon which
they were then congregated. His parents being in very poor circumstances,
the speaker need scarcely inform them that the land was not left him
by his ancestors. As a matter of fact, the cottage was actually built by
his grandfather on "The Waste," for which a yearly acknowledgment of
two shillings was paid, but it ·was afterwards claimed by the lord of the
manor, who decided to offer it by auction, with the small estate adjoining.
His mother was very much troubled, he might almost say broken-hearted
at the thought of having to leave the house where she had spent so many
years of her life. Unknown to her, therefore, the speaker attended the
sale, and by paying a good price was enabled to become the. purchaser;
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thus having the pleasure of knowing that his mother would not be turned
out of. her cottage in her old age. As many of them knew, it was only
recently that they had laid her to rest, at the advanced age of ninety-five.
He could' assure them that the position he now stood in had not been
attained without a great deal of hard work in his younger days. So far,
Providence had seen fit to bless him, and thus fulfil the interpretation
of his name given him by his parents, Ebenezer," Hitherto hath the Lord
helped me." And he thought he could say that up to that day Jehovah,
the I AM, had prospered his way. He had now great pleasure in pronouncing the cemetery open for the burial of the dead of the village
for ever, and his earnest prayer was that when their days were finished
on earth and their bodies were brought there to rest, that they would all
be found amongst that number accounted worthy of a part in the first
resUTI·ection.
At the special request of Mr. BROWN. the company then joined in the
singing of the well-known lines of COWPER, beginning, "God moves in
a mysterious way."
The dear old lady referred to (our friend's mother), aged ninety-five,
we saw a few weeks before she was taken to her eternal rest. For
years the GOSPEL MAGAZlNE had been a great source of comfort to
her, but"Our sister's conflict's o'er,
The happy soul is· gone
To occupy her throne;
In her dear Lord's embrace above,
Absorbed in everlasting love."
THE EDlTOR.

DR. HAWKER TO A BEREAVED FRIEND.
You see, my dear brother, how little the things we prize are, out of
Christ, and how slippery the ground on which we stand which is not
formed on the Rock of Ages. In relation to the dear children, could
they speak to you, their language would not be dissimilar to that of
our Lord, Luke xxiii. 28, 29. For sure I am (taking my stand on
the sacred inclosure of Holy Scripture), there remains to be fulfilled
some awful, trembling judgment~, which this nation will be called upon
to endure. And when you look at the present day, in the open
blasphemies and private corruptions j the very general profession of
Evangelical religion, destitute of all spiritual, regenerating power of
godliness j we may conclude that the Judge is at the door. Weep not
for the early departure of the rising generation, for they are taken
away from the evil to come. The Lord hath done so by His people
in all ages. When He would destroy the world by a deluge, He
housed Noah in the ark j and when He overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrab, He' sent Lot out of the overtbrow. Your dear cbildren,
now, are no more interested in the destruction of this kingdom, than
you would be at the burilting of a bubble on the ocean. They are
at res.t. Sleep on, say I, sweet babes: blessed be the Lord wbo
hath taken you to Himself.[Thus wrote the loved ,Dr. HAWKER in 1823. What would He say
to the state of things as. presented in the days in ·which we live 1
-Late ED.]
.
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THE NEW VICAR OF TRINITY OHUROH, DERBY.

IN the present pitiable state of the Ohurch of England, when Ritualism
and Romanism are so rife, it is plain enough that both Prelate and
Patron are determined to turn a deaf ear to the appeals of Ohristian
laymen to have. ·preserved to them a Gospel ministry. We have,
however, a signal exception in the case of Trinity, Derby, and our
friend Mr. WINTER, who has been indefatigable in the good cause, has
handed to us the following, which will be read with thankfulness of
heart by every true Ohristian:-

"

The Trustees of Trinity Church have unanimously appointed the Rev.
HENRY MARTIN, RA., of Southsea, to succeed the Rev. F. ~OARE, whose
lamented death recently occurred in Italy, as Vicar of the above·named
church. Their selection is, we are happy to believe, a most felicitous
an-angement, inasmuch as they have been enabled, after careful investiga.
tion and consideration, to accede to the express wish of the influential
body forming the Chu:-ch Council respecting his appointment. The Rev.
HENRY MARTIN is the son of Mr. JOSE PH MARTIN, Littleport, Ely, an
influential county magistrate, and a member of the Council of the Royal
Agricultural Society. The new Vicar of Trinity has had a varied and
experienced career. In early life he was trained ail an engineer, and he
pursued that profession for some years, chiefly in South America.
Whilst in the Western Hemisphere he acquired a strong desire for
spiritual work, which he undertook with much earnestness and success.
Finding that such work was more congenial to him than a professional
pursuit, he determined to enter a ministerial career. He accordingly
graduated at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, and Ridley Hall, taking
his RA. degree. He was subsequently ordained, and became Curate 10
his uncle, the Rev. J. C. MARTIN, of the Circus Church, Southsea.
This position he has held for the last four years, having laboured with
much acceptance, and gained the esteem of the congregation amongst
whom he has ministered. Mr. MARTIN is succeeding an able and devoted
clergyman, and will find an earnest, zealous, and united congregation at
Trinity Church. He will, furthermore, find that the parish is admirably
organized, and that amongst the large populatien for whose spiritual
welfare he will be responsible, there will be ample scope for the work
which is evidently so near his heart. We are pleased to learn that he
brings with him in Mrs. MARTIN a lady who is a devoted Christian and
an indefatigable worker, and who will thus be at home amongst the
numerous parochial organizations already in existence in the parish. We
therefore hope and believe that Mr. MARTIN will be a worthy successor
to the lata lamented Vicar, and feel sure that both he and his wife· will
receive the Hearty sympathy and co·operation of their ne.w parishioners.
We do feel thankful to the Patrons of the living of Trinity, Derby,
who have shown their wisdom in listening to the appeals of the godly
laity, and would" rejoice with them that do rejoice" in the goodness
of God, who has overruled all for His people's gain and His own
glory.
DORA GREENWELL beautifully says, "Belief in that one great doctrine
of the Atonement is to me like the blue flower of the German legendslong sought and hidden, but when found, admitting into every
guarded treasure, which, without the possession of it, would have been
closed up."
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"OWE NO MAN ANYTHING."

OF course, in the present state of commercial, and even domestic life,
to carry out this injunction to the very letter would be a difficult
thing, except in the case of regular incomes and circumscribed surroundings; but I am satisfied that the carrying out of the spirit of the
principle, as far as possible, is productive of much family comfort and
peace. I am not preaching what I do not practise; for years I have
found much delight in keeping accounts very close, and carrying out
the injunction in its spirit, "Owe no man anything."
I am led to these remarks from reading a very profitable article. on
"Debt," in the Christian, which was from the pen of our friend, Rev.
J. E. LINNELL, and whose writings in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE have
been much appreciated.
Mr. LINNELL has followed up the article
referred to with the following interesting testimonies:A letter has been received by the Rev. J. E. LINNELL, the writer of the
article on "Debt," which recently appeared in our columns, from which
we extract the follo'Ying:.
"Allow one who read your article on' Debt' with interest and gratitude
in The Christian, to testify to the truth of your sound advice to old and
.young, especially to those who profess to know the will of God. M.y
'husband, being Swiss, was sent to the port of London to work amongst
foreign sailors in the year 1863. On account of his unusual knowledge of
languages, he worked there with pleasw'e and success for seven years)
four of which I spent with him. After this, we went with our two children
to the port of Havannah, and in that splendid harbour, where no other
missionary had been before, we had a never.to-be-forgotten time with the
sailors of many nations.
"It pleased God to take away my husband by yellow fever, leaving me,
a lonely widow, to pass through the fever, and yet to be spared to my two
little ones, aged three years and ten months, and two years. The loss
meant simply everything but ow' three selves and clothing. I arrived
in England because no vessel just then went to any other country,
and I had to leave j my strength was gone, and also my sight. Having
arrived, I had to go into lodgings. I possessed a few pounds, which were
given to my children on the passage home, and these I used. But in these
days I made a covenant with God that I would never go into debt.
Twenty.one years and a.half have passed, and I never did. I do not
owe a penny to anyone in the world to my know ledge. I praise and adore
the God of all grace j He left me often with ample opportunity to trust
Him in the dark, but never did He withhold His grace to succow' me. All
those years my only income was £7 10s. per annum.
"I worked many days and nights till three in the morning on such work
as I could do, and did anything that God gave me to do. I visited in
hospitals, prisons, and workhouses. I travelled with ladies, put my son
and daughter to school, both at home and abroad, but never before I had
every prospect of paying for them. Had I not made a covenant with my
God, the God of the widow and fatherless? On night in August, 1877,
I was on my knees, because of this very thing, till the sun rose over the hill
opposite. Another time, when my son had finished school in 1885, we met
in my bedroom every day at 8.30 p.m. all through August, to inquire of
the Lord what to do. The door was ooened, and in January he left school,
and began to study his profession. He passed through the hospital, and
since the age of twenty-three has not only kept himself and bought all
his instruments, but he maintains me and his sister, who came ill from the
place where she had been governess for two and a.half years. We are all
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providell for in a most comfortable manner. We have, praise God, no
debt.
" Once, in early school days, I had not the full amount to pay the school
bill; so told the children why I did not send them. They persisted, and
I found them praying in the garden every time I looked after them. This
made me at last confess to them that I had had a remarkable dream, and
they insisted that it would come true. I had really dreamed that I passed
by a house in a certain road. This house only interested us because of
the Norwegian sailors, of whom we knew so many. I dreamt that as I
passed there a gentleman (he is still living) passed me and gave me exactly
the sum required. My boy said, 'Mother, if you go there and he does
not come to you, I will be good and stay at home; but if you do not
go, I shall be very sorry.' I went the most roundabout way, and entered
that road on the other side to where the house was situated; but imagine
how I trembled when that very gentleman met me exactly on that spot,
greeted me, and said, 'I have been wanting to know your whereabouts,
as I have a note for you in my pocket.' So saying, he laid in my trembling
hand the very sum required! The joy in our midst after my return,
and the voices of these children giving thanks to their Almighty Father,
will never be forgotten."
I will only add to these testimonies one which may form a stimulus
to our young friends to "owe no man anything."
In the corner of one of the streets of Edinburgh was seen a poor
lad, with his broom in hand, trying to earn a precarious living by
sweeping the crossing. One day a gentleman was passing, when the
poor lad, touching the brim of his well-worn cap, asked him for a
-copper. The gentleman, putting his hand in his pocket, pulled out
sixpence, and looked at it as if about to return it to its place, as he
had no coppers. Quick and ready, the poor lad said, "I'll get you
-change, sir;" and, running to a neighbouring shop, changed the sixpence, when on his returning to the crossing, to his consternation, he
found the gentlemaI\ had gone on his way. Da.y after day that poor
lad kept the change in his pocket, looking out earnestly for the
gentleman. Weeks passed, and he saw him not, when one morning,
to his joy, he beheld the gentleman approaching. Running, up to him,
he exclaimed, "Here's your fivepence, sir." The gentleman had forgotten the occasion, and replied, "What fivepence, my lad 1" "Why,
sir," said the lad, "you gave me sixpence to get changed, and I have
waited and watched for you ever since, and here's your fivepence, sir."
The gentleman, who was a wealthy merchant, was so struck with the
boy's honesty that he had, him clothed, and took him into his establishment as a warehouse lad. The boy maintained his integrity, rose from·
one position to another in the business, till at last he became a
partner, and his benefactor dying, he eventually became the owner and
proprietor of his large and lucrative business.
G. C.
PEBBLES are great, but not precious! pearls are precious, but not
great; water in the sea is abundant, but not pure; in the brook pure,
but not abundant. But in the promises there is a full and happy
concurrence of both: they are made up of things wherein greatness
and worth do vie with e~ch other; everlasting life is as sweet as long;
heaven is as glorious in ics beauty as vast in its dimensions; the
crown of righteousness that is laid up is as rich as weighty.-Spurstowe.
2 Q 2
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A PASSING INCIDENT AND ITS TEACHING.
BY THE LATE EDITOR, DR. DOUDNEY.

A VERY tall gentlemall came on board the steamer to-day. I was
greatly struck with the mild expression of his countenance, and when
I heard from the Captain that he had spoken to me, but that,
through deafness, I had failed to hear him, I at once walked to the
spot where he was seated, and offered an apology for my seeming
indifference, at ,the same time asking his acceptance of a copy of
"Walks and Talks with Jesus." When I returned to the deck, after
dining in the saloon, I was agreeably surprised to see tbe interest
with which my stranger-friend was reading my booklet. I at once
went to him, and expressed my gratification at the interest he took
in the work. He, in return, said he had uniformly been interested
in elderly persons from the time of his aged grandmother, and would
like to have a little talk with me. With this view he resolved to
forego - his intention of going farther, but landed midway at C--,
where I was going, to await with me the return steamer.
I
felt the compliment he thus paid me, and I trust the conversation
upon which we entered may not prove in vain. From facts which in
the strictest confidence he laid before me, and which he stated had
been so burdensome and perplexing to his own mind, as a professional
man, I had a deeper and a larger insight into one aspect of life than
anything I ever remember to have met. I was more than ever convinced of the utter want of knowledge of the realities of life-its
pains and its penalties-where, to the casual observer, uninterrupted
pleasure and satisfaction prevailed, and were altogether in the ascendant.
My opinion was asked in regard to a most complicated and difficult
question. So much was it so, that I felt quite at a loss to venture
to reply. An immensity was involved in the case. Without, however,
even hinting at its character, it afforded, at the merest glance-yea.,
even at the very slightest glimpse-a conviction that there are positions
in life which bear upon the surface that which is -agreeable, enviable,
satisfactory, but, if tested, prove the very reverse, and confirm the
truth of the Scriptural testimony, that, "Better is little with the fear
of the Lord than great treasure and trouble therewith. Better is a
dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith."
Another Scripture, moreover, was forcibly impressed upon me, "There
is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is
death."
I know not that, in the whole course of my life, I was evar so
deeply impressed with the facts brought before me as upon the intervi~w to which I have briefly alluded.
They have had such a grasp
upon my mind as I can by no means shake off. They have possessed
me during the sleeplessness of the midnight hour; and I pray God they
may turn to account in impressing others with what is so deeply fixed
upon my own heart, namely, that it behoves us to be "content with
such things as we have." We need beware of envying the position,
or, it may be, the wealth of others. It behoves us to consider that
the Most High, in His infinite wisdom and boundless love, knows far,
far better than we can ever know where to place us, in what way to
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deal with us, and how to regulate our course. We are told that "the
steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and that He delighteth
in his way." Oh, that this fact may be deeply engraven upon our
hearts.
The case to which I have referred, and the varied facts connected
therewith, have been attended with such a weight upon my own heartyea, with even a depression, on account of its so complicated and critical
character-that I can by no means express. I pray, however, that it
may prove to be one of the many lessons that the Lord sets before us
in His own time and way. May He, in great mercy, grant that the
few hints I have given upon the case may prove of service; in possessing
the reader with even a deeper sense than he has ever yet realized of
the wisdom, the-love, .the goodness, the mercy of our God, in all His
leadings, guidance, and guardianship of His people, through one and
all the chequered scenes, besetments, and entanglements of the present
world. In connection with the facts to which I have briefly alluded,
how has this passage sounded through my inmost heart, "Seekest thou
great things for thyseln seek them not." Oh, how true is that word" Good, when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses, in His sovereign hands,
Are blessings in disguise."
Ah! reader, if not before. when you reach the end of your race, and
stand upon the margin of the river, and take a retrospective glance
or all the way by which the Lord your God has conducted you, you
will testify to the great fact that "He has led you by the right way,
that you might go to a city of habitation."
THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO CHILDREN.
IN one of the streets of a country town we witnessed a scene of a
painful character, a drunken father with his drunken wife were rolling
down 'the street, looking the picture of degradation and misery. Between
them was a little girl of about six years of age; she was clinging to
the tattered gown of her unnatural mother, while the tears were streaming down the little one's cheeks. I must confess the sight of that little
agonized face brought tears to my eyes, and I wept with the child.
But, alas! such a scene in our crowded cities and towns is common
enough, and one can but be thankful to meet with any organization
which has for its object the protection of the poor little helpless
ereatures.
The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children supplies this need, and we read with the deepest interest the particulars
of their last annual meeting, which was presided over by our friend,
Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, Vice-Chairman of the Executive.
At that meeting the Rev. SHOWELL ROGER~, of Birmingham, gave
some startling disclosures of the sufferings endured by these little
ones, through the power and practice of their drunken parents in
pawning their clothes in order to obtain drink:-
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. He said they wanted to look at the question from a practical point of
VIew, and he would like to give a little statistical information he had,
with the able assistance of his Inspector, THoMPsoN, collected in his
district. In Birmingham there were three hundred arid fifty to four
hundred pawnbrokers-something like one to every thousand people.
Personal inquiries of fifty-two pawnbrokers had resulted in the following
information :-The first question asked of them was (1) "Is the practice
of pawning children's clothes common in your district P If so, do you
think it causes the children suffering, especially in winter P" (2) "Do
you think it sh01'l.1d be abolished altogether?" aDd (3) "Do you think the
trade would support prohibitive leO'islation P" Of these fifty. two pawnbroke.rs forty-.three said "Yes" t'O the first question; and that such
pawnlDg constItutes from ten per cent. to twenty per cent. of the general
trade, nearer ten per cent. than twenty per cent., while nine pawnbrokers
say, "No, it is not prevalent to any great extent." So, you see, in answer
to the first question, four.fifths say it is common, and to the question,
"Do you think it causes the children hardship and suffering, especially
~n the winter P" twenty-eight of the fifty-two say, "Yes, especially in
lDstances where the clothinO' is pawned solely for drink'" but cases of
parents deliberately taking ~lothes off the children's back is t'eO'arded as
exceptional in Birmingham. I think that is a fair and truthful statement. I will read one or two typical answers that have been given. One
man says, "Yes, it does cause the children suffering, because a great
deal of the clothing comes from drunken parents and is taken from the
children's backs." .Another says, "It is pawn~d chiefly by drunken
pe?ple who have not~ing left to pawn except children's clothes, and the
chIldren must sustam suffering." .Another says "I have seen a man
strip ,his child in the street and take the cloth~s to pledge in order toget drink." Another says, "Children are often brought in and stripped'
in the shop, and have to go about half-naked, even in the winter.time."
. Dear friends, only think that such scenes are going on in so-called.
Christian England! And the Child's GuaTdian for this month gives us
sample cases, from different cities and towns, of the most heart-rending
character, of the cruelty of unnatural and drunken parents to their
helpless children, heart-sickening to read. The contemplation of these
facts reminds me of a circumstance I met with some years ago in going
over the model prison at Birmingham. After being conducted through
the men's wards and cells, and being told of the excellent discipline
which was maintained within the prison walls, I was asked by the
kindly matron if I would like to go through the female dep:utment;responding in the affirmative, she immediately put a key to a door
which opened in a cell close by. I involuntarily drew back as I found
myself confronted with a little bright-eyed girl of nine years of age,
and exclaimed to the matron, "But surely this is not a prisoner ~ ".
"Yes," she responded, "this is a prisoner."
Seeing a shelf close by,·
upon which was the New Testament, and some good books, I. reached.
down the sacred Word, and began to read to the little prisoner. "Sir,"
said the matron, "it is of little use reading to her. Look at that
i card above the shelf,"
I did so, and read that this little girl had.
been convicted seven times for theft, although only nine years of age.
I turned to the matron and ,asked, " How is this ~" and she responded,
" Well, you see, sir, her father is a thief, and her mother is a thief,
and when she leaves the prison they compel her at once to go on with. \
her life of thieving." How sad! As this is some years ago, I believe
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our reformatories have since done a good work in recelvmg such
children, and training them in a better course. But those who sit at
home in ease may well stir themselves to look into the cruelty that
is still practised by brutal parents on their helpless little ones, and I
do feel that the Society we have referred to is worthy of all the support and help that the well-to-do can give it.
,
Sympathy to the little ones was a marked feature of our blessed
Lord's conduct on earth. We do well in this particular, as well as every
THE EDITOR.
other, to follow His example.
~orr.esponh.ent't.

THE H01,JSEHOLD OF FAITH.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine, cmd beloved JtV1·iter of
"Wayside Notes."
DEAR. SIR,-Although personally unknown to you, yet, from havipg
read your monthly Notes in our highly-prized GOSPEL MAGAZINE for
ne.~rly thirty years, I feel you will not think it necessary for me to
offer many apologies for writing to you, to express to you the deep
feelings of pleasure and gratitude to our gracious Lord we felt, when
reading in this month's Magazine that you had consented to become
the Editor; and very earnestly do we pray that all the grace and,
strength which such a position requires may be abundantly be!ltowed
upon you.
Wh~n first we read of the late beloved Editor's passing away, the,
first thought was, "I do hope Mr. COWELL will fill the place thus made
vacant." We (a. small family of three) have so long associated you
and the dear Doctor together, so one in spirit and heart, that we. have
no' fear that there will be any semblance of change in the pages of
the Magazine.
For more than eighteen years, through the long affiiction of one of
our number, I cannot tell you how much and how highly prized have,
dear Dr. DOUDNEY'S and your own writings been to us-so come home
with power at times of deep sorrow and bereavement. Many times
have we longed to see you face to face, and many times have I thought
I would write and tell you of blessing received; but the thought has
come, "What could I write worth your reading, when you had so
many others who wrote to you ~" But now I felt I could not refrain
from wishing you an abundant blessing on your work and labours,
and" with the numbers of other readers who will doubtless do as I
have done, assure you of our prayers and sympathies. It would have
been a source of great regret if you had discontinued writing " Wayside
Notes." I think we invariably turned first to them for our Sunday:
morning reading, when prevented going to the Lord's house, and very
sweet was a recent piece, "Himself I want." You finished with saying,
" If· such is your wish, dear reader, Himself you shall have." The
,thought seemed so comforting that, though at the present time the
night seems dark, and like the disciples of old, in the ship but the
Master' not with them on the trouble~ w~ters, yet eventually He di~
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come to their relief; and I know He can come to us, as He has done
in many past trials, and calm the tumultuous waves that seem to
threaten' nothing but destruction.
The dear Master has allowed some "big waves" of sorrow to beat
upon you recently; 'mayit not be the way in which He will teach
you many lessons that will be for the comfort and encouragement of
others Of the. Lord's tried and sorrowing ones ~ and when we know
tha.t those dear ones who have been taken are seeing Him whom their.
souls loved, .fr.ce to face, we could not wish them back again in this
sinful world. May. the Lord greatly comfort you under these painful
bereavements.
Although I fear trespassing further on your time, I should like to
add my testimony to dear Dr. DOUDNEY'S unvarying courtesy and kindness. He never on any occasion failed to insert anything I sent him,
and it is a pleasure to me to think that one of his last acts in connection with the Magazine was the insertion of a letter written to
me by an aged and long-afflicted child of Gorl.
. Will you kindly forgive a stranger thus writing to you ~ but, indeed,
you are no stranger in this household, but a brother beloved in the
Lord. Our earnest prayer is that you may. have much of the Master's
felt presence, and much of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, whenever
you are thinking or writing in connection with this extra work laid
on you. May you be long spared, if it is the Lord's will, to comfort
and teach others. The prayers of the living family who read the
Magazine I am sure you will have, and, amongst others, the heartfelt
though imperfect prayers of those who love you for your work's sake
in the Lord.
E. L. T.
COMMENTS.
It is just such letters a., the foregoing that greatly cheer us in our
work.
But such is the deceitfulness of the heart, and the ever nprising of the flesh, that the first thing we have to do upon receiving
them is, "to pay down p1'ide," and to ask the Lord to keep us humble
before Him, and take Himself the glory of His own work, for as I
repeatedly tell Him, it is not my work, but His.
Such testimonies as
referred to I have more than once compared. to little pieces of live coal,
pushed between the bars into a dull fire-they make the fire kindle
afresh, and sparkle through the dying embers. And t.here is a thought
that strikes us in connection with such heart-fiowings-Where will you
get such a bond of union manifested, and such heart-telling letters
received, as through the medium of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE ~ We do
not observe-at all events, to the extent-that any other religious periodical
produces such results, and we do especially rejoice in the fact; for, as
we call our Magazine The Family Magazine, so we want it more than
ever to be the medium by which the children of God are knit together, and brought together in love and communion, if the Lord's will.
With so many years' personal acquaintance with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, *
we could recount a multitude of cases, where things have occurred,
changes been wrought, and even turning-points in one's history, and it
• "Ve have fifty-one volumes of the
have written for it for forty-five years.

GOSPEL MAGAZINE

on our book-shelves, and
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has all been traced to something in connection with our family
Magazine, and which has proved to us clearly to have been of the
Lord.
You refer, dear friend, with kind words to my great loss.
Ah !
everything, and all the day, seems to remind me of the dear one, who
lies in the cemetery so peacefully, but whose soul is in the presence of
her loved Lord.
The still room, the vacant chair, the well-known
voice, the numbers of little nick-nacks, all, all bring her to remembrance.
And this moment I take up J OSEPH IRONS' hymn-book, such a favourite
with her, and see written at the end, in her own handwriting :" Look up, my soul, where Jesus waits
To welcome thee to bliss:
Soon I shall pass the pearly gates,
And see Him as He is."
She has had her desire.
She is within the veil.
She is seeing
Jesus as He is: Who could wish her ba.ck again to pain and suffering 1
No, no; we do not.
I note, dear friend, the closing expression of
your letter, wherein you state "that you are sure I shall have the
heartfelt prayers of those who love me for my work's sake in the
Lord."
I fully appreciate the prayers of the dear people of God,
craving grace that 1 may "Study to show myself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth." And I do believe that, whom the Lord equips He will sustain
and carry through all difficulties.
My sufficiency is in Him, and in
Him alone. May He crown the testimony with His own blessing, and
take to Himself all the glory.
THE EDITOR.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR MR. COWELL,--With your kind permission, I beg to send you
a few letters for insertion in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We have
received m:my tokens of God's goodness and loving-kindness to us
during the past month. I am daily constrained to cry, "Bless the
Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is wi~hi~ me, bless His holy name.
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits; who
forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases j who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with tender
mercies." Bless His holy name! those words are true, and I have
proved them times without number. The recent terrible calamities
which have befallen our nation teach us that we ought to work on
with unceasing activity--toiling on more than ever in the work of
our Master in heaven, sowing the good seed of eternal life; so that
many may join their Lord and Master in the many mansions which
He has gone to prepare for them that love Him. It may interest
our subscribers to know that we have supplied several parcels of books
to that fleet in the Mediterranean.
FROM A CHAPLA.IN.

We are in great need of additional sOl'l'lies, and have recently added
to our number of workers. The reports ll"om our out-stations are very
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cheering. At Waterford the Missionary is full of thanksgiving for blessing,
and at Leith the work is growing rapidly. If you have any tracts in
Danish, Swedish, German, 01' Spanish, we should be very glad of a parcel.
Sincerely thanking you for your long continued and valuable help, and
praying that much blessing may attend your labours for the extension
of Christ's kingdom, I am, &c, &c. [We were enabled to send two boxes
of books to the above &el.'vant of God.]
FROM A FRIEND.
Our dear old friend, Dr. DOUDNEY, is safely landed. Truly Hebrews ii. 15
was graciously fulfilled in his case. You, in common with many more,
will feel· that you have lost a friend. I once had the pleasure of his
company for half a day at Southsea.
FROM MALTA.
Please accept my sincere thanks for monthly parcels which you continue
to send me, and especially for illustrated Scriptural cards which came
in this month's parcel. They will be very nice for married quarters; and
I must tell you how very acceptable all the literature you send from
time to time is to me for d\stribution.
FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN.
Please accept my best thanks fur so kindly sending me the mQnthly
parcel of books, and I am happy to say they are always' well
received.
FROM AN AGENT.
Please accept my very hearty thanks for box of various' publications
received to-day. The Old Jonathans will be a great help to' us. asa
colleague is now stationed at the seaside, to whom I shall fO~'ward most
of the publications you have sent, and trust they will be greatly blessed.
Thanking you most heartily for help in times past, and trusting to receive
a continuance of your valued help, I remain, &c., &c.
Wishing you every blessing in your great sphere of labo.ur, and with
kind regards,
.
Believ~ me, my. dear Friend, yours very sincerely,
ANN EVERARD' BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisbm'y, J1bly 13th, 1893.
CHEERING NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA.
IT will gr~atly cheer our readers to hear of the merciful recovery of
dear Mrs. SOUTHBY, whose serious illness was alluded to a few. months,
since. In a recent letter to a dear friend at Cotham V ale,Bnstol, the
Rev. J. G. SOUTHBY writes as follows';Sydney, Australia..
My letter that appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for April this year was
not intended for publication; nevertheless, our covenant Gcid has overruled
it for good, having graciously answered His people's prayers for my deare~ti
wife's recovery, which is marvellously complete, yet., be it understood, we dla
not ignore the use o~ means whilst trusting in the Lord. Now our loving
Christian friends may well heartily unite in according all praise to the Name,
of our salvation, on this display of gracious favour.
That these two dear servants of the Lord may be spared to one
another. in health yet- many years, to continue their. la.bours of love, ·is
the earnest prayer. of
' TIlE EDITOR.
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To the late Editor 'of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR, and brother beloved in our reigning and sympathizing
Head, "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever,"I felt much in reading the interesting account of my dear old friend and
brother, JOHN POYNDER, in the June Number, 1891. I have turned and
re-read several of his letters to me in years gone by. Will it be too
great a favour to ask of you to insert the following in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE 1 (By the way, he enclosp,d in it one of your envelopes
addressed to him at Newick, Sussex, England, on which are the words,
" One of dear DOUDNEY'S envelopes; he is now in England for a few
days.") Dear JOHN POYNDER, he, with very many more of the old
contributors to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is with and like Him whos~
presence was so sweet and much sought after when on earth.
" Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears."

I· have also sent a hymn fiung in our. midst, composed by dear
JOHN POYNDER, five years previous to the date of the above letter.
It cannot be very long ere every fire will be extinguished, every.
flood passed through, every tribulated path ended. What then 1 Oh"
cheering thought! an eternity of bliss will be bliss indeed, when the
whole body, united to Christ our Head, will sing together the praises
of electing, redeeming, regenerating, preserving grace, love, and mercy"
flowing from' the throne of the glorious Three-in-One J ehovah.
" There, there unshaken would I rest
Till this vile body dies,
And then on faith's triumphant wings,
At once to glory rise."
JOSEPH CASSE (A WEEPER).
COpy OF LETTER.:
My DEAR BROTHER CAssE,-Right glad was I to hear of you, and
to find that still the ancient theme of mercy was the chief thing with
you; . and, indeed, why should it not be, since of all other subjects
this is the most endearing to a sinner saved by sovereign grace 1 and
no small blessing is it that everlasting mercy is suited to every-day
circumstances, answering to all the demands which misery might.
make upon it. Nor should we overlook,. brother Joseph, that· the
whole development of grace here is "to perform the mercy promised to
our forefathers, and to remember His holy covenant, even the oath which
He sware unto our forefather Abraham, that He would grant unto lJ,S ;
that we being delivered from our enemies, might serve Him. withoqt ,
fear."
.
I rejoice with you in the goodness of your covenant God vouchsafed,
unto your dear wife, and in the gift you are made to possess in the
father's image, of a son begat in his own likeness, and consequently
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a fellow heir of the same inheritance (constitutional sins and infirmities), yet not prohibited from these things from being the child of
many prayers, and the occasion for the exercise of hope. Remember,
your province is to plead, God's to perform and answer what He
Himself is-the Author ot May vine and branches flourish in a good
soil, and be productive of much fruit, to His praise and glory.
Am happy to say that the Lord has removed my lameness, so that,
comparatively speaking, I am like a young hart, yet must be honest
and confess that I daily find the legs of the lame are not equal, no!
do I ever expect they will, until such time as the leaping of the
wilderness is over, and we sit down in the kingdom of our Father.
Well for us is it, that the Lord hath engaged to bring her that
halteth, as well as her that was driven out; nor will He leave a
hoof behind, seeing that of all the Father has given not one is lost.
Being bound in the bundle of life with Himself, it was impossible
they could be removed, the union being of such a nature, "I in
them, and Thou in Me," forming a threefold cord, not to be broken;
Jesus Himself the alone connecting strand, in nature bound to them,
in essence One with Jehovah, forming the inseparable link of Daysman, or middle Person, laying His hands upon both parties. What
shall, therefore, separate us then ~ Not sin, for it never entered
within the nature of Him who put it away. Not death, for it was'
not possible He could be holden of it; nor will time destroy it, or
eternity object to ratify this union. "Thanks be unto God, who
always causes us to triumph in Christ."
My warmest affection to all the dear brethren, without any omission,
especially the good seer, whose hands, I trust, are still held up; should
like much to run against him, when I am in town shortly, and have
five minutes' chat with him; but he, no doubt, like myself, is here
and there. Shall be always glad to hear from you, also my good
friend J onathan, when his rod touches the honey dropping from the
Yours truly,
Rock. The good Lord bless you.
Newick, September 5th, 1848.
JOHN POYNDER.
(MATTHEW

THE table's spread, how sweet the
sound,
That all things ready are,
And we, the poor and needy ones,
The guests invited there.
The table's spread, oh, wondrous
sight!
The Lamb for sinners slain;
Whose Hesh is meat, whose blood is
drink·
Who died,'and rose again.
The table's spread, and angels luok
With wonder and surprise,
To see" Jehovah's Fellow" made
The sinDer's Sacrifice.

xxii. 4.)

The table's spread; nor Justice dare
The trembling soul deny,
Whose hope is fix'd on Jesus' blood,
Who in His name draws nigh.
The table's spread, and we are come
Its bounties t'l partake;
Our l/riefs and SOlTOWS with us
bring,
And plead for Jesus' sake.
The

table's spread, and there's
enou~h

For us, with some to spare;
Lord, give us faith, in time of
need,
To come and ask for more.
JOHN POYNDER.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
STA~IFORD HILL HOME.
THE ninth anniversary of this peaceful abode for eleven of the
pensioners of this Society wae celebrateq. on Friday, .Tune 2nd, by a
tea and public meeting, in the schoolroom of Woodberry Down Baptist
Ohapel, kindly lent for the occasion. In the interval, the friends paid
a visit of inspection to the Home in t,be Vartry Road. SAMUEL J ONES~
Esq., presided over the evening meeting, and warm-hearted addresses
were given by the Revs. G. P. McKAY, P. REYNOLDS, E. LANGFORD,
W. OSMOND, H. M. BAKER, and other friends. The collections were
for the Sustentation Fund.
OAMBERWELL ASYLUlII.
The fifty-eighth annual meeting of this Asylum took place on Thursday, June 15th. In the afternoon the Rev. J. O. MARTIN, M A., of
the Oircus Ohurch, Landport, preached a very acceptable sermon from
Ruth ii. 10, "Then she fell on her face and bowed herself to the
ground, and said unto him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes,
that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger1"
Tea was provided in a marquee in the grounds, and in the evening a
public meeting was held, presided over by SAMUEL SHARP, Esq.
Addresses were given by the Ven.Archdeacon RICHARDSON, D.D., OIl
"Having nothing, and yet possessing all things," and the Revs. T.
BRADBURY and O. S. DOLBEY. The collections were for the Benevolent
Fund for aiding the sick and infirm inmates. Forty-two of the 1,287
pensioners now on the books inhabit this oldest of the Society's Homes.
HORNSEY RISE ASYLUM.
On Friday afternoon, July 7th, the twenty-second anniversary of this
Asylum was held. There was a large gathering of friends, who evidently
enjoyed the beautiful grounds. Among those present were Messrs. W. J.
PARKS, G. DOUDNEY, J. HODGES, S. SHARP, O. S. DOLBEY, and
G. SAVAGE. The Asylum chapel was crowded in the afternoon, when
the Rev. A. J. BAXTER, of Eastbourne, preached an excellent sermon,
from Psalm lxviii. ~,10," Thou, 0 God, didst send a plentiful rain,
whereby Thou didst confirm Thine inheritance, when it was weary.
Thy congregation hath dwelt therein: Thou, 0 God, hast prepared of
Thy goodness for the poor." Tea was provided in the hall at five
o'clock, and during the intervals, the lady visitors held a sale of work
on behalf of the Benevolent Fund, for aiding the sick and infirm
inmates. Upwards of £70 was received through this effort.
In the evening, the hall was filled by a large congregation, to whom
the Rev. G. HAZLERIGG, of Leicester, preached a very appropriate
sermon, from Deuteronomy viii. 2, "And thou shalt remember all the way
which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness,
to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart,
whether thQu wouldest kl;lep His commandments or no."
The collections were for the Maintenance Fund of the Asylum, which
requires, at least, £600 per annum adequately to sustain it.. There are
120 aged pensioners now dwelling in this peaceful home, to which visitors
are heartily welcomed.
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Through the Etemal Spi1·it.

A Bible Study on the Holy Ghost.
By
JAMES ELDER OUMMING, D.D. Drummond's Tract Depot, Stirling.
THE Author of this work says in his Introduction : It may be thought to require justification, that, although many books
have of late been written on the Holy Spirit of God by able, learned,
and spiritual men, another should be added to the list, and that by one
who has not done much more. than prayerfully study the Word. I
venture to plead that the laet word has obviously not been spoken on
the subject; that the following pages are sufficiently distinct in the line
taken- to claim at least a hearing; that the subject is of the deepest
impol'Fance, and has the greatest interest for many at the present day.
It seems to me that there is room for a new discussion of this subject,
chiefly on two grounds. None of the late treatises attempt to cover the
whole field, being confined to such points as have been much in evidence
Qf recent years, and the result has been a somewhat fragmentary treat.
ment of questions which have been presented out of focus and of due
proportion. And if I may venture another criticism of an unfavourable
kind, there has not always been an adherence to a definite method, pro·
ceeding from step to step, either in the order of revelation or in order
of thought. Thus a certain amount of confusion has resulted, in the
minds of readers at all events, which on such a subject is apt to engender
-errors and doubts.
My object has been to present the whole teaching of Scripture in a
ahort compass, and in clear and methodical order, so that all may find
here, not only the conclusions come to by the author, but materials
gathered by means of which every reader may test the accuracy of these
and form his own judgment. To this end I have ventUI'ed to devote two
chapters to the literal repetition of every passage in the Old and New
Testaments directly bearing on the subject, though in the full know.
ledge that these may perhaps be more used for reference than for reading
continuously. I have made also an attempt in the Appendix to classify
these passages, so as to bring them still more under the eye at a single
glance. In them we have, and must have, our armoury for this conflict.
All that we know of the Holy Ghost pmctically lies in them!
It surely must ever remain one of the painful memories of the Church
that the Holy Spirit has so generally been ignored, forgotten, or kept in
the background. "We have not so much as heard whether there be any
Holy Ghost." This is the confession which many Christians, many
hearers of the Word, even many Churches, might well make.
Some one has remarked that the hymnology of the Christian Church
has often served to complete, if not to correct, her theology, and this
has been specially true in respect of OUI' subject. Even in the dark
days of the Papacy there were voices, issuing chiefly from quiet corners
Qf cell or monastery, in which the work of the Holy Ghost was recognized
and sung, and in which especially the right of the Church to invoke His
presence and aid was vindicated, where the leaders and doctors hesitated
either to sanction or deny. To the present day the theology of our
subject is to be found largely in the hymns of Christendom: The heart
Qf the Church has spoken where the head was doubtful. But it is surely
good to learn from the utterances of the heart, and to arrange and
classify the truths which it has been the first to grasp.

The book consists of five parts, namely, 1. The Scriptural Teaching on
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the Holy Spirit. 2. The Spirit in the Word. 3. The Relation of the
Holy Spirit to the other Persons 'of the Godhead. 4. Pentecost:
what it was, and what it did. 5. The Dispensation of the Spirit as
exhibited in the administration of the affairs of the hurch , as glorify"
ing Ohrist, and as the secret of Sanctification; also the power, fruit,
love, communion, guidance, and anointing, &c., of the Holy Spirit.

o

Heroes of the Goodwin Sands. By the Rev. THOl\fAS STANLEY TREANoR,

,-

J..
I

•

M.A., Ohaplain of the Missions to Seamen at Deal and the Downs.
London: The Religious Tract Society.
DEEPLY interesting. The writer has been for fourteen years chaplain
to the Downs, and has had a large amount of practical experience
connected with the lifeboats stationed opposite to the fatal Goodwin
Sands, at Deal, Walmer, and Kingsdown; so that he is thoroughly
qualified to write such a work. The" heroes," whose gallant deeds he
~escribes, are heroes indeed, and the book contains some capital
illustrations. Mr. TREANOR was a renowned athlete when. at college,
and since he entered the ministry, he has devoted his special powers
to hard and hazardous work amongst sailors in one of the most
dangerous parts of our coasts; he is full of earnest zeal for the
temporal and spiritual benefit of those to whom he ministers, and he
does not hesitate to expose himself to both hardships and risk, whenever
he sees an opportunity of endeavouring to do them good. The
following extract will give some idea of the contents of his book : I cannot refrain from recording a gallant deed of HENRY MARSH. On
February 13th, 1870, there was a furious tempest blowing, with the wind
from E.N.E. All the vessels at anchor in the Down had been, with one
exception, blown ashore and shattered into fragments.
A Dutch brig, sugar-laden, went ashore in the afternoon opposite Deal
Castle, and was broken up, and vanished in ten minutes; others went
ashore at Kingsdown, and late in the evening, opposite Walmer Castle,
another brig came ashore, also sugar-Iaden-a French vessel, with an
English pilot on board.
The gale was accompanied with snow-squalls, and MARSH, hearing of
the wrecks along Deal and Walmer beach, determined to go and see for
himself. His wife, as is the manner of wives, repressed his rash and
impulsive intentions, and said, "Don't you go up near them!" But MARSH
said, "I'll just take a bit of bread and cheese in my pocket, and I'll take
my short pipe with me, and I'll be back soon." He laid great stress and
emphasis on having "his short pipe" with him, probably_reserving a regular
long-shanked "churchwarden" for home use.
He found the beach crowded with spectators, and the sea breaking blue
water over the French brig. Her rigging was thick with ice, and the snow
froze as it fell. She was rocking wildly, in and out, exposing her deck
as she swung outwards to the full sweep of the tremendous easterly sea.
Between her and tbe beach there were about ten feet deep of water, which
with each giant recoil, swept round her in fury.
MARSH asked, "Are all the people out of that there brig?" "All but
two," said the bystanders, "and we can't get no answer from them.
They're gone, they are!"
Said MARSH,'" Won't nobody go to save them?"
"Which way are you going to save them?" said one, and all said the
same. "I'm a-going," said MARCH. "Harry, don't go!" cried many an
old sailor on the beach. "Here, hold my jacket!" cried MARSH; and I
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verily believe he. was thinking chiefly of the preservation of his short
pipe. "Don't you hold me back! I'm a.going to try! Let go of me!"
and seizing the line which led from the rocking brig to the shore, MARSH
rtl,shed neck deep in a moment into the surf. Swept the next instant
off his feet, on, hand over hand, he went; swaying out under her counter,
back towards the s11,ore, still he lives! Dashed against the ship's side,
while some shout, "He's killed," up he clambers, still hand over hand;
and as the vessel reels inward, down, down the rope MARSH slips into
the water and the awful recoil. "He is gone," they cry. No! up again!
with true bull-dog tenacity, MARSH struggles. And at last, nearly
exhausted, he wins the deck amid such shouting as seldom rings on Deal
beach.
Taking breath, he first fastens a line around his waist and to a
belaying pin; and then he discovers a senseless form-HoLBROOKE the
pilot, a friend of his own, who, half dying with the cold and drenching,
freezing spray, was muttering, "The poor boy! the poor boy!"
t'·William," said MARSH. " Who are you P" was the reply. "I'm HENRY
MARSH, and I'm come to save you." "'No, I'll be lost; I'll be lost!"
"No you won't," said MARSH, "I'll send you ashore on the rope." "No,
you'll drown me! you'll drown me!"
And then, finding the French boy was indeed lost .and swept overboard,
alone he passed the rope round the nearly insensible man, protecting
and .holding him as the seas came; and finally watching as the vessel
listed in, alone he got him on the toprail of the bulwarks, with an
exertion of superhuman strength, and then, with shouts to the people
on shore, "Are you ready 1" and, "I'm a.coming!" threw HOLBROOKE,
in spite of himself, into the sea, and both were safely drawn ashore.
Tbe people nearly, smothered MARSH when he got ashore; but he ran
home, his clothes frozen stiff when he got in; and I have no doubt the
short pipe played no insignificant part in his recovery.
Eleven years afterwards, this same HENRY MARSH was dragged by a
rope from the lifeboat to the Ganges, as described in the beginning of
this chapter, through the breakers on the Goodwin Sands at midnight;
and he is now (1892), my readers will be glad to heal', alive and hearty,
at the age of seventy.five, and, I rejoice to say, " Looking for and basting
unto that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, and
our Saviour Jesus Ohrist."
There can be few, I think, of my readers who will not find their hearts
beat faster as they read this story, and few will hesitate to say, " Bravely
done!"
Since the publication of this book, two of the "heroes" of it were
drowned by the capsizing of their boat at night, when they were going
out to a steamer to take off the pilot.

Received.-·" Tracts for the Times"; "A mateur Gardening"; "Night
and Day"; "The Child's Guardian"; "The Messiah's Kingdom";
" My Mother," by ARCHIBALD G. BROWN; "The Illustrated Missionary
News"; "The Quarterly Record of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society" ;
"The Church News"; "The Banner of the Truth in Ireland," &c.
I SHOULD lose the sweetest part of every gift of my Lord, were I to
lose sight of the Lord Himself in that mercy.-Newton.
POSSIBLY a Christian's enemies may spoil him of his common
mercies; but they shall never rob him of his covenant mercies.
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