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CONOERNIN G DOUBTS.
" Wherefore didst thou doubt ?"-MARK xiv. 31.

How tender is' the Di·vine mercy which lead., our heavenly
FATHER to take into loving consideration the feebleness of the
faith of His children, and to meet. in grace, their numerous doubts
and fears! The example of that mercy may well teach us to be
tender also toward souls who know much of that experience described
by the Apostle Paul, ,: Without were fighting-s, within were fears"
(2 Cor. vii. 5). None of us has faith except as that precious gift
is freely bestowed upon him by its Divine AUTHOR.
And then how varying are its measures and its activities!
Various "measures" of faith are recognized in the Hol,v
Scriptures. Thus, we read of "him that is weak in the faith"
(Rom. xiv. I), although possibly that passage refers to imperfect
knowledge of the faith, or doctrine, of the Gospel-like the expression, "the faith once delivered to the saints." But undoubtedly
the LORD JESUS taught His disciples that the graoe of faith is
possessed in varying degrees lly His people. He often questioned
unbelief, or feeble faith, in His followers-" 0 ye of little faith"
(Matt. vi. 30) ; "Where is your faith?" (Luke viii. 05); "How
is it that ye have no faith?" (Mark iv. 40). It rejoiced Him
greatly to commend faith, where He found it. ." 0 woman, great
is thy faith! " (Matt. xv. 28); "Daughter, be of good comfort; thy
faith hath made thee whole" (Matt. ix. 22); "I have not found so
great faith, no, not in Israel" (Luke vii. 9). When that poor
troubled father· who brought his grievously afflicted son to J ESUtI,
of whom we read in Mark's Gospel (chapter ix;), pleaded, ., If Thou
canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us," our loving
SAYIOUR replied, "If thou canst believe, all things are possible to
him that believeth." The effect of that truth upon the heart of
him who was tremblingly venturing on the grace and p;nver of the
SON of GOD was instantaneous and powerful. "Straightway the
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father of the child cried out, and said with tears, LORD, I believe;
help Thou mine unbeliif!" Dear man!
"Help Thou mine
unbelief! "-he reckoned the little faith he had as nO better than
unhelief. But the LORD, whose invisible hand had planted the
seedling of faith in the heart, knew well its nature and exercises.
•, The preparations of the heart in man are of the LORD." " I, the
LORD, search the heart." The quality of the least measure of vital
faith is precious in His sight, for it is lin~ed with omnipotence.
An old writer has observed," Much faith will yield uuto us here
vur heaven; and any faith, if true, will yield us heaven hereafter."
LUTHER used to say, "The prayer of faith is, after a sort, omnipotent."
.
Nothing satisfies the tender, loving heart of the SON of MAN
like being trttsted by His needy people. Yet, alas, how often do
we forget this! How prone we are, beloved brElthren, to fix the
eye on our miserable circumstances and equally miserable selves,
instead of on His ability and willingness to keep the promise,
"I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt
go ; I will gnide thee with Mine eye." Our folly is indefensible.
Nothing can be urged in justification of doubting Him who is
Truth•.. He is altogether worthy of credit. He has never been
known to deny Himself or His Word. He has never yet failed
JAcoB-although JACOR may at his best be only "a worm."
It is to that weak and insignificant, character the Covenant promise
is addressed, "Fear not, thou worm J acob, and ye few [rnargin]
men of Israel." Such fears are sins against not only the promise,
but the faithful PRO~IISER, the' LORD GOD of Israel. Shame of
face belongs unto us-" 0 LORD, righteousness belongeth unto Thee,
but unto us confusion of faces, as at. this day" (Dan. ix. 7, ).
. Yet doubt is not wholly incompatible with the posseESion of
the root of faith. Believers only are troubled by doubts and fears.
Doubt is nature and reason in strife against faith. Were faith
wholly absent there would exist no doubts. Hypocrites and carnal
religious formalists are· not vexed' by doubts. "A. fair show in
the flesh" 'contents such characters. That is the sum of their religion. ;
JOHN NEwTON once said," When a man comes to me and says,
• I am quite happy,' I am not sorry to find him come again with
some fears.· I never knew a work stand well without a check.".
It is related of MEDE tha.t he used to have his scholars come to
him every evening, and the first question he asked them was,'
"Quid dttbitas? What doubts have you had to-day?" for he
always affitmed· that to doubt nothing, and to understand nothing,'
were one and the same thing. Dr. OWE~, we are informed in,
ORME'S "Life"· of that great divine, was for nearly five years
under doubts and fears, when· 'one day he went to hear Mr.
CALAMY at A.ldermanbury Church.. Mr. CALA)[Y, however, did
not preach, and many of tl;1e' congregation went away at once.·
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Dr. OWE]\;" stayed, and well it was, for the sermon was on the
text, "Why - are ye fearful, 0 ye of little faith?" The HOLY I
SPIRIT sealed the truth on the dear doubter's heart. He.was
delivered from the snare of the enemy. and' t.hus· ,,-a§l prepared
for his life of great usefulness. Dr.. MERLE D~AuBIGNE, when
a student at Kiel, was distressingly oppressed with, spiritual doubts,
and is reported to have gone to an old experienced teacher for
help. The old man refused to answer D'AuBIGNE'S doubts, saying,
" Were I to rid you of these, others would come. There is a
shorter way of destroying them. Let OHRIST be to you really
the SON of Gou-the SA VIOU R, and His light will dispel the
darkness, and His SPIRIT lead you into all truth." It was hard
advice to follow, but its wisdom, it is stated, was afterwards
acknowledged. No true child of GOll will be satisfied to remain
ill doubt of his personal interest in the salvation work of CHRIST.
Such questionings will be accompanied with shame and sorrow of
heart. He confesses his foolish fears to GOD, and pleads,_ that
his unbelief may be healed, and give placa to a simple, unreasoning
tr~st in the perfect merits of tho LORD J ESGS, Doubt and unbelief
are largely "the imagination of the thoughts" of a heart which
GOD has delared is "only evil contiriually" (Gen, vi. 5; viii. 21).
Clearly, then, "he. that trusteth in his own heart is a fool"
(Prov. xxviii; 26). Yet such is nature's foolishness, that she will
trust in none other! Divine grace,- however, will not suffer its
favoured subjects to settle down 'in any such a delusion..
Grace will give no rest to the. soul --so long as it. halts between
a credible OHRIST and a deceitful heart. The drawings of the
SPIRIT are not to be quenched. They ever prevail. "Seek ye My
filce," and "Thy face, LoRD, will I seek," cannot be put asunder.
A doubting frame is, therefore, proof of an imperfect acquaintance
with the freeness of GOD'S grace, the value of OHRIST'S blood and
righteousness, and the efficacy of the SPIRIT'S power in the :J;lew
birth.
Such times are sinking times. But it wa~ a sinking PETER
-a doubting and fearing PETER-who cried out in faith, " LORD,
save me !" Doubt can do nothing to help\is, J:e£ a little faith by
a short sharp cry to th~ LoRD carries the point. "Immediately
.r~sus stretched !'orth ~is hand, and ~aught him, and ~aid unto
hIm, 0 thou of httle faIth, wherefore dIdst thou doubt? ' PETER
was silent. He did ilOt for a moment extenuate his distrust of his
Master's word, "Come." He did not blame the winds or the
;yaves to justify his doubts. Nor dare any of us, b.eloved, attempt
.an excuse f0r doubts to which we give, place in our false hearts.
Let us be silent and ashamed at the feet of .our forbearing,
.compassionate REDEEMER" and seek earnestly· for grace to venture
full!! on His word" Come"-" Oome unto Me, all ye that labour and·
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28). On the
2

G

2

452

The Gospel Magaz:ne.

other hand, Jet us learn to doubt increasingly ourselves, tlte flesh, ana
Faith in these cannot be tooweak~too full of doubts.
No greater delnsioIi.;exi~ts than that, in matters affecting salvation,
man can appeal :tb powers of "self-help." "Oh, for grace to
doubt all creature resources, and to come to an end of all human
perfection! Our.safest place is to lie passive in the hands of
Sovereign Grace, with sinking PETER'S prayer upon onr lips, " LORD,
save me!" The Apostolic precept is our infallible guide, "I will
therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and dmtbting" (1 Tim.. ii. 8). We cannot doubt
GOD without sin, neither His Son, nor His Word, nor His
promises. Oh, brethren, let us give less and less heed to the foolish
suggestions of our own evil hearts, which SATAN so well knows how
to employ to GOD'S .great dishonour, and our own discomfort and
shame. "It is better to trust in the La RD than to put any
confidence in man," especially in that man one self. The HOLY
SPIRIT has employed in Scripture a word for "doubt" which
figuratively signifies the tremulous motion of a balance when the
weights on each siqe aro nearly equal. But, however to sense the
testimony of GOD on the" one hand and the reasoning of our foolish
hearts on the other hand may appear at times to be about equally
balanced, that can never be true in reality. "Let GOD be true,
and every man a liar." Let us by grace determine to' cease from
man, for he cannot be accounted of, as saith the SPIRl'r. Faith
honours the GOD of our salvation, and brings us joy and peace.
Doubt brings us into captivity and gloom. It cripples our service.
It weakens our testimony. It presents the Gospel in a false light
before the world, "and goes far to afford ground for the charge often
brought against the cause of CHRIST, that it is a religion of sadness
and depression. We must not misrepresent the kingdom of our
blessed LORD, for His service' is perfect freedom, and the calling of
the Gospel is the ministration of liberty, light, and joy unspeakable.
'1'0 walk with GOD, as a child with his father, is the highest
and truest happiness of which we redeemed sinners are, or ever
shall 'be, capable. At best we can only in part-yet very really
-enjoy this below; but,. The streams on earth we've tasted,
tile 1corld.

More deep we'll ch-ink above."

THE EDITOR.
FALLEN man cannot love God, but as He is revealed in a. Mediator.
He must behold his Maker's glory in the face of Jesus" Christ before
he can love Him, or have the least desire to promote His glory.
And as there is no' revelation of the glory of God in Christ but by the
Gospel, and as we cannot behold it but by faith, it necessarily follows
that no 'man can unfeignedly love God, or sincerely desire to glorify
Him while ignorant of the truth.-Abmham Booth.
.

...,i

:

The Gospel Magazine.

453

THE POOR OF THE FLOOK.
"So the poor of the flock that waited upon lIre knew that it was the
word of tI,e Lord."-ZEClIAItIAH xi. 11,

spiritually poor,. and _needy lie very near, ,the heart of God. He
has given th;em a 'liberal- place in the, Scriptures of truth. By far the
greater part of His exceeding great and precious promises are addressed
to the poor in spirit-to those who are of no reputation, and have no
helper. Those whom Ohrist, came to seek and to save were the
" lost "-lost sheep, lost silverlings, lost sons. , It ,was when we were
"without strength" that Ohrist died for the ungodly. It is very
beautiful and instructive to notice how the 'God of Israel bound 'His
ancient people to regard with compassion their "poor" brethren. :" If
there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren within any of
thy gates, in thy land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou
shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand from thy poor
brother" (Ddut. xv. 7). It was on that very principle that the Lord
.Jesus Himself acted in regard to His truly needy brethren. He
meritoriously impoverished Himself that they "through His poverty
might be rich" (2 Oor. viii. 9). When He came to make an end of
their sinfl and to bring in for them an everlasting righteousness, He
took the form of a servant, and had not where to lay His blessed
head. The foxes and birds of the air were better provided for than
their Maker. He descended to the humblest depths of His Ohurch's
need, and held fellC)wship with the chief of sinners. "The brother of
low degree" (James i. 9) had special attractions for His compassionate,
bountiful heart. This truth is replete with encouragement for "the
poor of the flock" to-hy. They see in it the tenderly gracious
character of their Divine Shepherd. Knowing themselves to be poor
and needy, their l:oulil earnestly desire to taste of His bounty and to
prove His sufficiency. Their petition is found in the touching plaint
of the Bl'i~e .in ,Solomon's Song, "Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul
lovetb, where' Thou }eedest, where Thou makest Thy flock to rest at
noon." But let u~ trace "t,he footsteps, of the flock" as they stand
imprinted on ,tlill, ve,rsepe~he\l',by the Prophet Zechariah, "So the
poor of. the flock thaf':Wil,ited upon Me knew that it was the word
l)f the Lord." Here we are introduced to-

THE

L The Flock.
2. The Poor of the' Flock.
3. The Knowledge of the Poor of the Flock.
4. l'heirJlivinely-prov¥ed PastUJ'e.

May the Spititof grace' alid truth favour us, dear brethren, in our
Wayside medita.tion on these fruitful topics. Let us spend a few
moments in a consideration of1. The Flock. This is one of the most expressive of all the titles
-conferred in, holy Scripture on the belovf\d, elect, re"deemed people of
God. Its meaning is deep a.nd full. Yet, how simply and graciously
-does the Lord explain this when He says by the Prophet Ezekiel, "And
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ye My flock, the flock of My pasture, are men, and I am your God,
saith the Lord God" (xxxiv. 31). What a blessed inter-relationship is
here !-" My flock"-" Your God." ",Vhat a wondrous inter-proprietorship I-not God without His people, nor that people apart from their
God. There is between the Covenant Shepherd and His flock a bond
of living union which nothing can violate. That union was designed
in the counsels of eternity, and no power of man, sin, or Satan Can
frustrate its realization.' "My sheep shall never perish, neither shall
any' one pluck them'out of My hand."
" Hallelujah! who shall part
Christ's own Church from Christ's
own heart?
"
Sever from the Saviour's side
Souls fbr whom the'Saviour died?
Cast ODe precious' jewE>I'down
From Emmanuel's" blood-bought
crown?

"Hallelujah! shall the sword
Part us from (,ur glorious
Lord?
Trouble dire or dark disgrace
From His heart our names
erase?
Famine, nakedness, or ha.te,
Us from Jesus separate?

" Hallelujah! life nor death,
Powers above, nor powers beneath,
Sata.n's might, nor hell's dark gloom,
Things which are, nor things to come,
Men nor angels, e'er shall part
Christ's own Ohurch from Ohrist's own heart!"
But in that redeemed and eternally saved flock there are found many
and great varieties of spiritual experience.· Hence, to assure the hearts
of the meanest members of the fold, we find the God of all grace
condescending to recognize2. The "Poor" ·of the Flock. Ah, how poor, and yet how divinely
favoured! Has the reader ever noticed that when the firdt coming of
J asue was predicted in the Old Testament by Isaiah (Ixi. 1) the leading
characteristic foretold of the Redeemer was, "The Lord hath anointed
Me to preach good tidings unto the meek;" and' that when Christ
entered on His public mission, His very first utterance on the mount
was,' j, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven ~~' (Matt. v. 2). This tender care for the spiritually "poor"
constitutes one of the greatest glories in the character and offices of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us, then, dear brethren, 'take believing
advantage of it. Let, us be joyful in our 'Red'~em6r~Shepherd, who
bids us' forget our poverty in presence of His infinite fulness. Let us,
like Abraham of old, walk adoringly through the good land in the
length of it and in the breadth of it. The precious blood of the
Lamb has purchased for us an inheritance incorruptible, unfa-ding, and
full of glory. The unalterable words inscribed on the face of salvation'l!
charter, in tile very handwriting of God, a~e, "All things are yours;
whether Paul,or Apollos, or Oephas, or the world, or life, or death,
or things present, or' things to come; all are yours, and ye are
Christ's, and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii.'21-23).
"Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord, the Giver,
Never fails from age to age." .' '
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Ob, with' w:hat~on~training power and sanctifying influencesllould
these Covenant realities affect our hearts and lives, dearly beloved in
: the Lord! What riches .can bear any comparison with these "durable
riches" which the sovereign grace and free mercy of Jehovah have
made "sure to all the seed "-even to the poorest in spirit and lowliest
in heart. 'Well has the Holy Ghost Himself' spoken of such heavenly
treasures as "the unsearehable riches of Christ." It· is plainly the
Divine will that we, the favoured subjects of the great salvation, should
· ,. know the things that are freely given to us of God" (1 Cor. ii.· 12).
This fact leads us to the third of the precious truths set forth by
Zechariah-'
.
3.. The "Knowledge" of the Poor of the Flock. 'The words are, "So
the poor of the flock that waited upon' Me knew." The Prophet was
inspired to carry a message from the God of Israel to the poor· of the
flock to teach them that He put a difference between them and the
, false professors in their day; And so,' at the present time, the Good.
Shepherd rlivides between the precious and the vile. The meek in the
earth are His special consideration. The self-righteous He knows afar
off. When on earth, in the days of His flesh, Be ·used to seek fellowship with those for whose souls no man cared-the despised and
needy. 'SuchHe encouraged to sit at His dear feet and learn of Him.
These He filled with good things. Zechariah described such characters
by anticipation, "The poor of the flock that 1caited upon Me." Yes,
, poor, empty, self-t.:onscious s0uls will patiently" wait." Jesus possesses
,for these such irresistible attractions that, like Jacob, they cannot let
'Him go 'without receiving His blessing. To know Him is, to them,
life eternal. His presence'is salvation. To be but "doorkeepers" in
· His,' palace is preferable· to the highest preferment obtainable in the
'courts of earthly kings. Those that "wait" prayerfully and. believin~ly on the Lord shall "know" that wondrous love which "passeth
knowledge~" None" wait" at the footstool of the free favour of God
like the poor of the flock.
"A crumb of mercy, Lord; I crave,
Unworthy to be fed
With dainties such as angels have,
Or with the children's bread."
The hungry among His dependent ones He fills "with good things."
Oh, beloved brethren, why should we ever feel poor in presence of
such heavenly wealth ~ Let us more habitually wait upon the Lord
our God, who has described our lot, "As having nothing, and yet
possessing all things." That is a true description of our estate. Space
will not allow of quotations at length, but, dear reader, you can trace
out for yourself in the holy Word what great things the Lord does
for His poor. He provides fOT them (Psalm lxviii. 10; cvii. 41; ·cxxxii.
15; cxlvi. 7); He heaTS their cry (Psalm lxix. 33; lxxii. 12; cii. 17;
· xxxiv. 6); He vindicates theiT cause (Psalm 1xxxii. 3; ex!. 12); He
· deliveTS them (Psalm xii. 5; xxxv. 10; lxxii. 12; cix. 31); He exalts
them when brought low (Psalm cviL 41). The Book of Psalms is sweetly
enriched by constant. references to God's kindness and mindfulness
toward the poor and needy. One has well said, too, of the Book of
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j>roverb!l, it may be called "The Poor Man's Guide." Dear Dr.
HAwKER never chose a truer title for his Biblical expositions than
when he decided to call his precious meditations" The Poor Man's
Daily Portion." The whole Bible is precisely the poor man's daily
p<>rtion-his daily bread. Oh, for grace to be found constantly ,waiting
at the posts of the Lord's doors. His Word is marrow and fatness
io the soul-a truth which brings us to the remaining' point in
,
Zechariah : 4. The satisfying" Pasture" provided for the Poor of the Flock. "So the
poor of the flock that' waited upon Me l~new that it was the Word of the
Lord." The blood-bought 'sheep of Christ are taught by the Spirit to
discriminate between the word of man and the Word of the Lord. The
one is tasteless and 'lifeless, the other is sweeter than honey, and
ministers joy and ,strength to the soul. It is the will of our God
tl)at His children should prove the truth of His written Word.
Spiritual eyesight is designed to afford spiritual insight. Faith is
trained by the Holy Ghost to t1'Y the promises recorded in the Word.
That expression in the eighteenth Psalm is rich in experimental meaning-" As for God, His work is perfect: the Word of the Lord ill
tried" (verse 30). David and millions more have tested the truth of the
Word of our God, and it has never failed or disappointed. Varied
experiences brin~ us to the Word, where we are met, according to our
case, with direction, light, consolation, instruction, rebuke, correction, and
sanctifying grace. "Every word of God is pure." Thus it is we knolO
it to be, the Divine Word. We can set to it our individual hand and
seal. While carnal persons and graceless critics (higher or otherwise)
demand external proofs of the Holy Scriptures being what they claim
. to be-Jehovah's Word-the. poor of the flock wait upon the Divine
Author Himself, and blessedly "know that it is the Word of the
Lord" by a powerful inward experience of its quickening, enlightening,
and peace-giving efficacy. "The wayfaring man," though a fool in all
other knowledge;' is 'herein:wis~t:,than :those who are learned in the
letter only. As said the Psalmist, "I have more understanding than
all my teachers; for Thy testimonies are my meditation" (Psalm cxix.
99). The Psalmist does not glory in his gifts, but in the holy Word
upon which he delighted to ponder. That made him wise in the
possession of "the excellent knowledge" of God's salvation. Man
could 'Dot communicate such heavenly knowledge. Jesus when but
twelve years of age perplexed the Jewish doctors by His knowledge.
He knew more than those learned rabbis. Paul was brought up at
the feet of the great law doctor Gamaliel, yet proved a more notable
instrument of G:od's glory than he. By grace he was made willing
to part with all snch knowledge as he aforetime accounted it gain to
possess, when once he "knew" the Gospel to be the Word of the
Lord.
Oh, brethren, let us follow in the footsteps of the flock in this
matter or meditating in the Word. Be it ours as poor, and foolish,
and weak, to, wait much on ,tbe God of the Word, who takes pleasure
in teaching the meek and lowly in heart-those that tremble at His
Word. May we not be content to 'hear the Word, or merely to 1·ead
it-but be it ours to search it, to compare it, to apprehend its deep

...

The Gospel Magazine.

457

mu,ning, to prove its power and preciousnes!'. - May it dwell in us,
and that richly, making us fruitful in every good work, and conforming
us more and more to the likeness of Christ. Can we do better,
beloved, than note the seasonable r~marks of good Dr. JOHN MANTON
on this subject of meditating in "the Scriptures of truth 1" That
holy divine says :-" Meditation is a great help towards gracious
improvement. David grew in such a manner as that he did excel all
his teachers, and he giveth this reason of it, I For Thy testimonies
are my meditatiQn.' ..The Scdpture caUeth for this,.' Meditate upon
these things, give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear
to all' (1 Tim. iv. 15). I Mary kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart'" (Luke ii. 19).
In all ages the Lord has led and fed His people-the poor of the
flock-in the green pastures of His blessed Book, satisfying them with
the verities of His everlasting Covenant, granting them to prove His
faithfulness, love, and mercy, and ~ealing home upon their hearts
the assurance of their eternal salvation in His dear t;on.
Clifton.
J. O.

ON SURE GROUND.
CONEIDER the relationship of Christ to His own people. Now we get
on sure ground; we get a rnck beneath our feet. Long before the
heavens and the earth 'were made, God, with prescient eye, beheld the
Person of His Son as God in human nature, and He saw all His elect
lying in Him, for we are" His body, the fulness of Him who filleth
all in all." How wondrqus was the period when, in the council chamber
of eternity, the Covenant was made, and the Lord Jesus Christ became
the Surety of that Covenant-, entering into Covenant with His Father on
behalf of His chosen, that He would make atonement for their sin!',
and perfect a righteousness which should cover everyone of them, and
make them to be accepted in the Belovad! Consider how great· this
Man was, that on the strength of His bare ..promise ,God kept on
saving men for thousands of yeals, and admitting them into His infinite glory before the Christ had put His hand to the work. GJnaider, then, how you and J, and all of us who are in Christ, are this
day beloved for His sake, accepted for His sake, and justified for His
sake. For His sake God doth still have pity and mercy upon us;
for His sake heaven h being prepared for us; for His sake all manner
of blessed things are given to us, because we are the _Covenanted ones
for whom He stood, for whom He pledged His troth, and for whom, in
the fulness of time, He counted down the price of His heart's blood,
that He might redeem us unto God, that we might be His beloved
for ever and ever. "Consider how great this Man was." He is so
great that all His saints are in Him; He is so great that as many as
have believed do hide away in the clefts of this great Rock, and dwell
in this mighty" Ca.ve of Adullam," secure from every danger. "For
ye are dea-d, and your life is hid with Christ in God." "When Christ
who is your life shall appear, then shall' ye also, appear with Him -in
glory." ~'The mouth of the Lord bath declared it."-C. H. Spurgeon.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"And the Lord shut him in,"-GENESIS: vii. 16.
, THUS early in the pages of the Holy Scriptures (in the seventh chapter of
Genesis, from which our text is taken} do we find the third glittering
gem of revealed truth and promise, that, in consequence of our first
parents' fall, and no possible way iri man's capacity again to approach his
Maker, He must selid them a Saviour and a great one, a mighty
Deliverer, a Ransomer. 'rhe just and holy God, who had created man in
His own image, and placed him innocent 'and holy in that veritable
paradise, but to see him transgress and fall at the first opportunity, has
driven him hence, and" sent him forth to till the ground whence he was
taken." .1 So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the
garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming sword, which turned every
way,' to keep the way of the tree of life." There, coupled with the
promise in chapter iii. 15, we see how the flaming sword tuming
every way forbade man plucking and eating the :fruit of the tree of life on
the old conditions. It can now alone be tasted in resurrection life, and
it revealed the truth that death must now precede life, which a new and
· living way must bring about. In the following chapter, where Cain's
offering is rejected and Abel's sacrifice by blood accepted, we read by
faith again of that" thread of scarlet" which runs through every page
· of Scripture, and reveals the substituti::mary work of the coming
Redeemer.
But man's fall has brought about the direst results, so that in
, Noah's days" God saw that the wickedness of man was grea in the
elj.l'th, and that every imagination of the th'oughts of his heart was only
· evil continually." Every imagination, all the thoughts of bis heart, and
one continuous train of. evil daily was in man! Oh, how solemn
· yet true is His Word, "From the sole of the foot even unto the head
there is no soundness in it j but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying
sores."
.
And yet there are those who would fain dre..."S up this poor fallen,
sinful; lost, and undone man-declare that he is born religiou~, and his
mind is capable of being shaped and moulded to noble ends, whilst they
revolt from the very thought of the need of a vicarious sacrifice.
"Every imagination of the thoughts of his' heart was only evil
'. continually." " And it repented the Lord that He had made man on the
· earih, and it grieved Him at His heart. And the Lord said, I will
.destroy from the face of the earth both man and beast, and the creeping
thipgs, and the fowls of the air: for it repenteth Me that I have made
them."
But there is His servant Noah" Look at the description which the Holy
Spirit has given of him, and see whether it is not all of Divine grace
that that one man shall be singled out from that generation of wicked
men, distinguished as a shining light in a dark world, and preserved
from all evil" "But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.. These
. are the generations of Noah. Noah was' a just man and perfect
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(upright) in his generation, and Noah walked with God." When the
Holy Ghost thus puts His mark of utimerite,d favour and grace upon
a man, and sets him to show forth the praises of Him who has calle'd
him out of darkness into His marvellous light, He delares of such an
one, "among whom ye shine as lights in the world."
'Vhat a mar.k
of distinction, of holy calling, of solemn responsibility! What
, necessity for each heaven-born soul to see that they walk circumspectly, consistently, warily, that they neither prove a stumbling-block
, to others nor a hurt to their own soul!
Thus Noah is singled out and commanded by God to' prepare the
means whl'reby should be preached unto the world to all ages the
preserving power by which the few destined by the Lord should be
saved, when He sent destruction upon sinful man, who had so utte!'ly
rebelled against Him, and brought forth from his iniquitous heart
_thoughts and acts of evil, and that continually.
Then there is the God-given invitation, "Come thou into the ark,"
with the unfailing result, "Thou h(Llt come into the ark."- For God's
commands are God's enablings, and when He speaks as a King, with
royal power and prerogative, His call is obeyed. Let the Arminia:n
preachers remembl'r this, -and know that it is not for them to invite
God's children into the ark, but only to come forth as -Michaiah did,
with a message of God for the people, and declare, "All that the
Lord hath said that will I speak," leaving results with Him in whose
hand is all powe1', and in whose keeping is the breath of every living
thing. And see, too; how when the Lord had commanded His servant
to go into the ark, the Lord also shut him in. Oh, what a glorio~s
view we have here of the omnipotent Jehovah-Jireh providing an ark
of safety for His people. There is poor frail, perishing, helpless man
who must sink into the fathomless abyss in his sins, on the one hand,
and an Omnipotent and Divine Power, on the other, providing a way
of escape. And thus the Lord snatched every redeemed child of Adam
from hi~ due of hell, from paying his just penalty for sin, and dec1are~,
"Redeem him from going down into the pit, for I have found a
ransom." And that Ransom was His only and well-beloved Son, who
thus gi"ing His life for the sheep, becoming sin for them who knew
no sio, became their Ark of Safety and Refuge from' every storm; so
- that now in Him His children can confidently sing"From every stormy wind that blows,
From every swelling tide of woes,
There is a calm, a safe retreat-'Tis found beneath the mercy-seat."

" The Lord shut him in," or he must have perished with the rest of
mankind. Do we not see here Divine selection, that election of free
-grace, of favour? Why was Noah accounted righteous and saved fro}ll
the wrath which was to doom the world around hini?
,. Why was I made to hear His voice,

And enter while there's room?"
we ask ourselves in the words of the hymn. Why was I plucked a brand
from the burning, deserving nothing short of it ~ Why was I called into the
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Ark, where no storms can possibly reach to hurt me, and no floods drown
me 1 We know Dot why; but we believe it since J:[e has spoken it.
As the dear glorified GEORGE COWELL used to say, "Ask not why and
how can these things be. This lowers the tone directly; self is con·
suIted instead of letting faith act, and the true acting of faith is just
to take God's assertions as they stand; make no addition thereto nor
deduction therefrom, nor attempt to dim _their lustre, as they shine
into _the soul, by carnal reasoning. Only look at what the Christiall'"
heirship.:entitleB'him to;- and, ~less God, there is no incorrect' dra.wing up
of the title-deeds. 'Your Dame is written in heaven.' Is not this
enough to put a Dew song in ) our mouth 1" As HART sang" 'TiB to credit contradictions,
Talk with Him one, never sees,
Cry and groan beneath'afflictions,
. Yet to dre,ad the thoughts of
ease.

"'Till to feel the fi~ht against us,
Yet tp-e victory hope.to ~ain;
To believe that Christ has cleans'd
US t

'

Though the leprosy

rem~in."

" The Lord shut him in / " Oh what saving mercy and distinguishing
grace! From wrath around to peace within; from death and danger to
life aDd calm. There was everythiug without that al k to distress and
dismay; but, within there was no cause for alarm or frar. The high
hand of Justice was lifted up, and sinful man must receive the reward
of hiB sin. The floods ca.me, according as the Lord had spoken, but
Noah was within the ark, he and all that he had; and the floods
might rage and the waters drown, but the alk, with her precious
freight, floats above the waters till she rests at her appointed season
upon Mount A.rarat. There on that mountain summit shines forth
the Covenant of grace, aB a glorious light and hope out of darkness that accompanies the first Covenant of wO} ks, wherein Adam
utterly failed. So the symbol of the A'k of the Covenant appear~,
and Noab, like all the family of grace, is shut in by the Lord and
preserved.
00"0 word more upon the typie'al ark. ~re we.-close.. Noah's ark had
but one window. It was" by faith" Noah builded the ark, and by faith
he looked forth from that window, watcbing, according to promise, for
the fulfilment. of J ehovah's word, and the abating of- the flood.
There is to every believer but one way of access to the Fathp-r, and
that is" by the faith of Him," even Christ Jesu,;. Oh, may our window
of faith be oftener opened-opened eastward-towards the glory and
the sunrisin~, until we walk no longer by faith bat sight.
Again. There was but one door to the ark. So is it in the true Ark.
When from the side of the God-Man that was pierce:!. there flowed
(jut blood and water, so it was that by no other way than through
His riven side we should approach the Father; and He has declared,
., I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved." And
it was built of gopher wuod-setting forth oy its hardness, durability,
preservation against decay, n.nd in its adaptability, Christ in His humanity.
It also contained "rooms" (or "nests," as 'the margin gives. it). So.
Christ, declares,· " In My Father',; house .. are many mansions," or abiding
places, and in Christ, our true Ark, every believer finds his appointed
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place, his nest, qr rest and abiding place, as the dove finds her place of
safe~y in the cleft of the rock. It :was "pitched within and without,"
which rendered it durable agajnst the storm and raging flood,· and at
the same time· was unattractive to the outward eye. Just as the
outermost covering for the tabernacle was of those unattractive-looking
badger skins, so when the Son of man came, there was no beauty, nor
form, nor comeliness that 'w~ should desire Him, declared the Prophet
Isaiah.. And just so, whilst this ark was nothing very attractive to
man's eye, yet by the Divine will and power of Omnipotence, it preserved man and bea!lt alive amid a drowning world.
Moreover, 1'Oom ~~'as provided in the ark tor every one commanded oj God to
enter in. And of our Ark of Refuge we have the scriptural warrant, " All
that the Fathpr giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me
I will in no wiSe cast Qut."
.
Neither do 'Ice read of one missing. No j and in that day, when the
people shall be all gathered into the heavenly Canaan, not a hoof
sh1.11 be left behind. It will matter not then to them all the way
they came-of the near approaches to "deaths oft," to shipwrecks by
sea, and dangers by land; but as with Paul's company, so with his
Lord's it shall be seen, "that they which could swim should cast
themselves first into the fea, and get to land: and the rest, some on
boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to
pa~s, that they escaped all safe to land."
Finally. The m'll, rode above the flood and S1tTl1wunted its jU1'ious wa?;es,
and, with its inmates, ~cas brought to a safe standing-place upon Mount

On that mountain shone forth the Covenant of grace as a
glorious light and hope out of the darkness that accompanied the first
Covenant, namely, that of works; wherein Adam utterly failed, and
we through him, to keep the righteous law of God: so the symbol of
the true Ark of the Covenant appears, who bare all the wrath of
God due to His people, crying in the agony of His soul, "All Thy
waves and Thy billows have gone over Me." And now what remains
for His People, but the blessedness, the freedom from the just wrath
of a holy God, the safety and security of being within the Ark, and
the bright hope that in a little while He that will come will tarry
no longer, but will' come and fetch His ransomed people home from
all the rough and contrary winds, the storm·clouds of unbelief and'
well-nigh despair, the raging of eart~ and hell, and carry thp,m safe
within the Ark, therein for ever to abide ~ "The Lord shut Him in."
Let faith say it, dear friends, and believe it as already hers in possession, because coming from the Faithful Promiser, and sing with thepoet" But they who in the Lord confide,
That shelter in His riven side,
Shall see each danger overpast,
Ride every storm, and live at last.
" What Ohrist hath said must be fulfilled;
On this firm rock believera build.
His word shall stand, His truth preva.il,
And Dot one jot or tittle fail."
Ararat.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As MELCHIZEDEK OUR PRIEST-KING.
"He is altogether lovely."-SoLOMON's SONG v. 16.

"A Priest jor ez;er after the order of Melchi?edel.:."-HEBRKWS vii. 21.
MELCHIZEDEK is the most remarkable persona.l type of the Lord Jesus
Christ we meet with in the Word. The ~hort and interesting a<;count
Qf him in Genesis xiv. 18-21, is supplemented and illustrated by the
Apostle's wonderful description of his typical character in Hebrews vii.
" Some things connected with Melchizedek are mysterious, and probably
no other person mentioned, in the Scriptures has been the subject of
so much speculation as he. . Mans have considered he was not a man
at all, but such a manifestation of Ohrist in human form as was sometimes granted to the patriarchs and prophets. This view, however, is
not tenable, because the Apostle speaks of him as " like unto the Son of
God" (Reb. vii. 3), not as being the Son of God; and in the
fifteenth verse he says, "it is evident tha afwr the similitude of
Melchizedek there ariseth another priest," who therefore could not .be
Melchizedek himself. David also, in Psalm ex. 4, refers to him as a
distinct person, whose name and altogether singular character were
known to him as being a type of the Me,~iah who was to come.
Others have regarded Melchizedek as a sort of incarnation of the
Holy Ghost, which· is a wild, visionary opinion, having no foundation
in the Word. Melchizedek was undoubtedly a man, who stands a preeminent type of the Lord Jesus in the following respec:s: First, in His
:Person; secondly, as a Priest; and thirdly, as a King.
Melchizedek, then, was a type of Ohrist1. 11L his Pe1'son. TWQ particulars are given ns relating to his
:Person, in which he is a peculiarly striking representation of hrist.
First, he is said to have been "without father, withou mother,
",ithout descent" (verse 3). This refers very beautifully to the
J)riestly office both of the type and Antitype. It is necessary to
:remember that in this chapter the Apostle is exhibiting the difference
between the order of Melchizedek and that of the Aaronic priesthood;
showing that the former was anterior and superior to he latter. The
Levitical priests inherited th,eir office from both father and mother.
'The law restricted the office to the tribe. Both parents must be of
,priestly blood, and this constituted the priest's right to his office. It
was not so with Melchizedek; he was "without descent" as a priest,
.quite unique, one by himself, with neither predecessor or successor.
Moreover, the Jewish worship was not yet instituted. All this applies
to the Lord Jesus. Re, like Melchizedek, did not derive His right to
the office of a Priest from His parentage, "for it is evident that our
.Lord sprang out of J uda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood" (verse 14). The priesthood of both type and
Antitype was founded upon the alone will of God (verse 21); not an
inheritance, aescent, or anything pertaining to the. creature at all.
-Ohrist, like Melchizedek, was without predecessor or successor; He was
"the First and the Last, the Alpha and the. Omega."
Secondly, it is recorded of Melchizedek that he had "neither begin-
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ning of days, nor end of life" (verse ·3). This description applying to
the official character of the glorious person "made like unto the Son
of GQd;" we shall find the key which unlocked the mystery in
Numbers viii. 24, 25, where we learn that priests of the Mosaic
economy began their days of service at the age of twenty·five, and
ended their official life at fifty. No such restriction of days nor end
i),f life pertained to Melchizedek, who thus became a superior type of
Him who is made a Priest, "Dot after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life" (verse 16); and thus
"abideth a Priest continually" (verse 3), having an "unchangeable
priesthood" (verse 24), because "He ever liveth" (verse 25). Let us
now consider Melchizedek the type of OhristH. As a Priest. The distinguishing feature of the priest's office
was that he was appointed to offer up a propitiatory sacrifice, and on
the ground of that .satisfaction to make intercession for transgressors.
.The priest was the mediator between God and man. Hence we find
Melcruzedek as a priest conveying God's blessing to man-to
Abraham, and t{) all Israel in him (1 and 9); and, on the other
nand, he received and presented Abraham's tithe offerings to God
(verse 2, and compare xiii. 15).
But, the chief subject of Heb. vii. is the superiority of Melchizedek's
priesthood in comparison with· the Aaronic order. It is in this comparispn that the beauty· and glory of Ohrist's priestly. office is seen reflected
in Melchizedek. We can trace this in the following particulars:1. Melchizedek was constituted a priest by the Covenant purp08e of
God in an oath, which was the revealini and sealing of the Divine
determination con'cerning His dear Son (Heb. vii. 21 ; Psalm cx. 4).
2. The priesthood of Melchizedek was more ancient, and more free
from, external rites and ceremonies than that of the sons of ASlon,
audin this he appears a very beautifnl type of Christ.
3. Melchizedek was a priest after a new (yrder, distinguished from
all others by its unchangeableness. It was a priesthood which was
unlike the Levitical order in that "it passed not from one to
another" (Heb. vii. 24, mm·gin). Thus Jesus is a Priest for ever.
4. Melchizedek was more lwnoumble and higher in dignity than the
Hebrew race of priests (fleb. vii. 7). He was before Abraham. This
was the case with the Lord Jesus (John x. 58).
. 5. Melchizedek blessed Abraham, and in him the whole seed of Israel
(Gen. xiv. 18). In like manner the. Lord Jesus blesses the spiritual
Israel (Acts iii. 26). The Divine blessing comes through the Divine
Priest.
.
6. Melchizedek supplied Abmham's needs, administering to him bread
and wine (Gen. xiv. 19), which not obscurely shad9ws the High Priest
of our profession in His gracious bestowing of providential favours,
and in the institution of His own blessed ordinance.
7. Melchizede~ as priest j'eceiped tithes. "Oonsider how great this
man was," unto whom the sons of Levi paid tithes (fleb. vii. 4, 9).
So does the Lord Jesus receive revenues of praise from the saints
(£eb. xiii. 15).
,
.. Turning to the last branch of the subject, we view Melchizedek a.
type of Ohrist.
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IlI. As n King. The royal· dignity being added to the sacerdotal
constituted another distinction between Melchizedek and Aaron, and
also another point of resemblance to Jesus, our great and glorious
Priest-King. The kingdom of Ohrist is spiritual and internal, unknown
to those in whose hearts He does not reign, who are strangers to the
sway of the sceptre of His grace. But His kingdom is also providential
and external, for all things are under His feet (Eph. i. 22); and He
has power over all flesh (John xvii. 2). The royal dignity of :M:elchizedek was expressed in His names; ~he first being by interpretation,
King of Righteousness; the secolid being King of Salem, which is
King of Peace..
1. Jesus is indeed King of Righteousness, having made an end of
sin, and wrought out and brought in an everla.s.ing righteousn~ss. In
His kingdom there is no sin j its glory is the sinless principle within
the saints, and a sinless heaven for the saints; who are beheld
"complete in Him," "without blame, spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing," by virtue of their union to Him.
2. Jesus is'the King of Peace. The battle is fought, the victory won,
the" warfare is accomplished." The mark of Ohrist's kingdom is no
war j perfect reconciliation is eternally effected. "Of the increase
of His government and peace there shall be no end" (Isaiah ix. 6, 7).
Here in t,he world and in self there is no hing else but sin and
strife.. The blessed immunity is enjoyed as by faith we. realize and
experience His rtlgal power and kingly grace in imparting to us His
righteousness and His peace, which assures our hearts that soon He
will appear in the clouds as the King whose name is, "The Lord our
Righteousness," and after that, "The Prince of Peace," establishing
the kingdom of His· Peace' upon the blessed foundation of His
Righteousness. Even so, come quickly, 0 Melchizedek, and make an
eternal end of all sin and war! Amen, and amen.
Bath.
E. C.
THE OORD OF LOTI.
WE cannot trace the twinings

Of God's long cord of love;
We cannot see the windings
His matchless wisdom wove.

Tha cord can ne'er be broken;
'Till held by God alone;
His own seal is the token,
"He boWl! "-He helps His own.

E'en as a skein, when ravelled,
Still holds the hidden end,
So love's mysterious windings
Around our chastenings blend.

And when the Father chast'neth,
His children'lI faith to prove,
The cord is beld by Jesus,
The unseen end is love.

Love deep, divine, unchangingLove to the binding cordAnd, hid beneath the chast'ning,
Twines round the saints of God.
NOAH found grace in the same way that Paulfobtained mercy
(1 Tiro; i. 16), namely, by Mercy's obtaining or taking_hold of him.B~l'ridge.
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THE ONLY MEASURE OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST.
(Concluded from page 408.) .

n. WE now come to .the .second part qf our precious subject, namely,
that it is the desire of the Lord Jesus that His people should continue
in His love.
, It is evident that before we can continue in anything, we must be
in .it, and it is not well that we take for granted that every reader of
these pages is in the love.of Christ. Some people are, and some are
not. It, is surely of the utmost importance that we know with
certainty. How do we. know whether a branch is in the vine 1 Is it
not by its very life, and its fruit 1 How are we to know whether we
are in Christ, and so in His love 1 It must be by the life and the
fruit. Have' we been cut off fJ;om the nature's stock of self by the
two-edged sword of the Spirit 1 Have we been brought to the solemn
conviction that we are utterly ruined, utterly lost, utterly helpless in
ourselves 1 That we are not only guilty of sins, but sinful at heart 1
Have the glad tidings of a Saviour been as balm to our broken hearts 1
Have our eyes been opened to see Jesus undertaking and performing
the stupendous work of our salvation 1 Have we humbly, gladly,
gratefully reIJeived Him 1 If so, we are united to Him by faith. We
are betrothed to· Him. We are in His love.
If, then, this blessedness is indeed ours, we may be assured that it
is our heavenly Bridegroom's desire that, as part of Hie chosen and
beloved Bride, we should continue in His love. Continue to believe it,
to confide in it, to feast our souls upon it, to delight ourselves in it.
As a branch abides in the vine, ever receiving the life sap from the
root and stem, so it is our Lord's will that we abide in Him-in His
love-ever receiving out of His fulness grace for grace, in order that
our leaf.may be always green and our fruit abundant and ripe.
We do not question this statement, perhaps, but oh, how sadly
most of us fail! We wish to continue in the love of Christ. We
mean to do so,. for it is the atmosphere we love to breathe; the beautiful vision we never wish to lose sight of; the very,home of our
souls; .yet we fail. Our hearts, at one time made to "burn within
us," again grow cold. The lovely vision ceases' to attract, to satisfy,
to entrance us. The leaf, now and .then so green and fresh, droops
again, and the fruit, once abundant, is diminished, .poor, almost worthless. What is the cause of this failure 1 Whatever it is, our Lord
knows all about it. . Is it our deceitful hearts which start aside as a
broken bow 1 Is it the, counter attractions of the world's love and
wealth and fame 1 Is it the. wearing, ,distracting cares· of life 1 Is it
the crafty and yet mighty working of Satan 1 Jesus knows all about
.it, and yet He says, "Continue ye in My love." It is Dot merely a
word of advice or counsel, but a word of command. He not only
knows our weakness ,and the power of our adversaries, but He knows
His own strength a~d the adequacy of His own resources. He knows
that "greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the world"
.(1 John iv. 4). And He knows th:1t if we avail ourselves of the provision made for us in Him, in His Word, and in the Holy Spirit
,
2H
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given unto us, we shall find it possible, yea, easy, yea, 'even pleasant to'
.,
obey':..His. {lommand, "Continue ye in My love."
He does not mean that. we should be incessantly contemplating Hislove, for He knows that it is not possible in our present condition.
, Whem we"'4.aveour· -glorified bodies; when we know even Jas we .are
known.~ wh:en we 'are free for ever from sin. and Satan; when we are '.' forever with the Lord;" then we shall be able, no doubt, to continue in
the ·actuah contemplation and 'conscious enjoyment of His love;' but for
the,presellt this 'unceasing rapture is impossible. We must sleep,aild
ev,en,iwhen awake we have many. duties of domestic, social, and busi'ness life '.which require application and concentration of "mind and heaFt.
.What. our Lord means, I apprehend, is that His love may be the
'paramount subject of our regard., That we should. never for a moment
tquestion .·it. That ·it should be the one supreme attraction .of our
,souls·.' As, in the·mariner!s compass, the needle, often oscillating .from
one side to the other, ,is never at rest except when steadily yielding
.to the attractioniof. the North. Pole; so our souls, often pressed one way
and another; may not .beperfectly satisfied unless consciously . resting. in
,our Saviour"s ·love. As an affectionate child may continue in its.
parents: love, and as 'a devoted wife may continue in her husband~s
.love) without thinking it -necessary to be incessantly conscious of it-,st}
may we, espoused.'" as· chaste virgins" to ehris (2 Cor. xi. 3), continue
to believe in, to be constrained and dominated by, and to enjoy as
·our g.reatest treasure the ,personal, eternal, unchanging,. bountiful,
yearning love of. our most precious, glorioUE, adorable Saviour ·and
Friend.
. Ill. Let·us now consider. the {(andition of hus abiding 'in the love
-of Christ. ,His own words are, '''.If ye keep My commandments, ye
shall abide .in My love,. even as' 11 have kep .My Father's commandments and abide in ,His love/' It mar be "ell to remove a few
stumbling-blocks out of the way of the Lord's dear .people. Some
one- may ask; "1fthe lQve of. Christ.· towards me is unceasing .and
unchanging, am I not always in -that lo,e whether I keep His.
commandments· or not 1" No e:xoperienced Christian will stumble over
this .difficulty. Such find out, every day tha they are sometimesbaskingdn· the heart-warming beams oLtbis 'beautiful un, and sometimesmore or· less in the shade. . The father of he prodigal son never
ceased, to love .his undutiful boy, but the son did not abide in his
father's ,love. First, he: lost his confidence in his father's plan for his
life, then he lost enjoyment of the father's love, hen he went off to
a far, country, then he felL into want and distr~, then he came back
and found·, his· father's love the same as ever. How much better if he
had kept his .father's commands,. and had continued all the time in
his love.
Anotherimay ask, "Is there not ,danger of a legal spirit .if ,we, admit
the necessity of. keeping the commandments of Jesus 1" If we think
of keeping ,any .commands,in order to obtain spiritual and eternal
life, we ·are legal, but if we .set ourselves to· keep· the commands of
Jesus because we .have life, and in, order to a constant aad increasing
enjoyment of that life, .it is not legality but evangelical ·obedience. It
'Wail ",no, legality ,to ·our precious Lord Jesus to keep His Father's-

,

The Gospel Magaz£ne.

4:67

,cGmmandments; His'\object in keeping them was, not to become a
Son, or to awaken love, but, as the Son, and as perfectly assured of
,the Father's love, lIe delighted to do His will. So it may be, and so it
'should be with us.
Another inquirer may, ask J "Is it possible Ior any of us, in our
condition of weakness- and sin, to keep the commandments of Jesus
as perfectly as He kept His Father's 1" The Lord Jesus did not say
"as perfectly.'" The "'as" does not refer to the measure of the
obedi~nce,· but to its character.
We may have an obedience of .the
'same, kind without it being, of the same extent. This, I doubt not, is
what our Lord meant.
What then was the character of the obedience of Christ 1 It was
willing, intelligent, cOlliiitant, loving, and exclusive. That His obedience
was willing it is evident, for in the spirit of prophecy it is said- of
. Him. "I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God: yea, Thy law is within
My heart" (Psalm xl. 8). That it was imelligent no one will question.
He says, "I will bless the Lord who hath given Me counsel; My reins
also instruct Me in the night seasons" (p~alm xvi. 7). That it was
cozzstant is equally clear, for He says, "I do always those things that
please Him" (John viii. 29). That it was lOlling is undoubted, for He
"aid, "That the world may know that I love the Father, and as the
Father gave Me commandment, even so I do" (John xiv. 31). That
it was exclusive is also certain, for He said, "I came down from heaven,
not to do Mine own will" (and surely not the will of any other),
"but the will of Him that sent Me" (John vi. 38).
If we, dear reader, Iulfil the condition, and yield to our beloved
Lord obedience similar in kind to His, we shall abide in His love.
IV. It only remains for us to consider the blessed results oI this
abiding in the love of Christ. "These things have I spoken unto you,
that My Joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be Iull."
Is there anything that would so powerfully appeal to our hearts 1 His
continued joy in us and our joy in Him. A mutual joy! Happy,
unbroken communion! Foretastes of the joy of heaven! This is the
normal state of things between he heavenly Bridegroom and His Godgiven, bleod-bought, and Spirit-conquered Bride. "The Lord taketh
pleasure in them that fear Him 11 (Psalm cxlvii. 11). They that do
the will of His Father are dear to Him as brother, and sister, and
mother (Matt. Xii. 50). They are His "jewels," His .. peculiar treasure" (Matt. iii. 17). He says, "The saints, tbat are in the earth, the
Excellent, in whom is all 111Iy d.elight II (Psalm xvi. 3). "He will rejoice
over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee
with singing 'J (Zeph. iii. 17). When He first found us as "lost sheep,"
He put us "on His shoulder~, 1'I4oicing" (Luke xv. 5), and He want_
that joy to remain.' He does not say, "that my love might remain,"
for that never ceases, but "that my joy might remain," for that may
very quickly be hindered. It is a startling thought that every moment
of our lives Wfl are either pleasing or grieving our Lord; but it is
true, and the transition Irom one to the other may be rapid and great.
,When .peter said, ",Thou art . the ·Christ, the Son of -the living God,"
the hard had. joy inhim~ and 'said, H Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona ;"
but when, soon after, the same disciple ventured to rebuke his· Lord,
2

H

2
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He was grieved, and said, "Get tbeebehind Me, Satan: thou art an
offence unto Me" (Matt. xvi. 17, and 23).
Let us ever be on the watch that we do not hinder our Lord's joy.
Rather let us seek" to do those things that are pleasing in His sight"
(1 John iii. 22); that our ways may please Him (Prov. xvi. 7); that our
speech may please Him (1 TheSE. ii. 4); that our walk might be "worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing" (Col. i. 10). Let this be our "aim, that,
whether at home or absent; to be well pleasing unto Him" (2 Cor. v. 9,
R.V.). Let it be our constant prayer that God would" make us perfect
in every good work to do His will, working in us that which is well
.
"
pleasing in His sight" (Heb. xiii. 21).
If we llllve the joy of giving Him joy, we may leave the other result
entirely v. ith Him-that our" joy might be full."
"It pAsseth knowledge, that dear love of Thine,
My Jesus. Saviour, yet this soul of mine
Would of Thy lovE', in all its breadth and length,
Its height, and depth, its everlasting strength,
Know more and more."

H.

Bristol.

WELClBIAN.

THE LORD IS NEAR ME.
(PSALM

c:dx. 151.)

-

THE Lord is near me in the early morning,
When stars are fading in the slry serene,
When heavy shades lie on the purple hill-tops,
And chilly mists hang o'er the valleys g1:een.
The Lord is Dear me in the glorious noontide,
When golden light is gilding tombs and towersWhen men are toiling 'mid the thorns and thistles,
And bees are gathering sweet from fragrant flowers.
The Lord is near me in the quiet evening,
When cooling dew descends on lawns and leas,
When white-robed children lisp their prayers and praises,
And soft-winged minstrels end their songs and glees.
The Lord is near me in the solemn midnight,
When darkness veils the land and ocean deep,
When happy mortals rest and calmly slumber,
And anxious ones unnumbered watch and weep.
The Lord is near me every fleeting moment,
By day and night, in shine and shadow chill;
The One who loves me, who hath power o'er all things,
Is with me always-I should fear no ill.
ISA.

THE mercy-seat is sprinkled with blood, to show that satisfaction
is made to Justice, by the blood of Jesus; yea, abundantly made, as
is intimated by the sprinkling seven times. Thus Mercy and Justice
m'36t and kiss.-Berridge.
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SATISFACTION.
"He satisfieth the longing soul."-PSALllI evii. 9.
I NEED not enlarge upon the dissatisfaction, the unrest in aU~here
below, even purest earthly joys, for the Lord's dear. people know this
well. Even the people of the world are not at rest with the constant
glitter of the best the world can show. Perhaps my readers may
have noticed in the papers the statement, that many in London, being
80 tired of glistening pageants and gorgeous displays, are seeking the
quietude and rest of the country. The very grandeur paIl~, and dazzles,
and tires. There is no real, deep, abiding sati~faction apart from
Christ, and the joy of all, even here, shines from Himself. There is
a new light, a tender halo over all when He fills the soul.
.. Heaven above is softer blue,
Earth around is sweetP.r green;
Something lives in every hue,
. Christless eyes have never seen."
There is keener enjoyment in all here to the child of God, but it
is because He gilds all. COWPER beautifully describes the poor man
gazing on beauties spread arou,nd with the delightful knowledge that" My
Father made them all." "He satisfieth the longing soul "-He Himself.
Very recently, in a little assembly of Christians, one bore touching testimony
to the power of God in satisfying the soul amidst most adverse circumstances. Alone, bereaved, in a foreign heathen land, whilst keenly
feeling his multiplied earthly sorrows and loneliness, yet he had such
outpourings of love from the Loving One Himself, that he could freely
testify to the abundant satisfaction of the believer. Christ's fulness was
his them~; his face glowed and voice quivered with emotion as he spoke..
of the faithfulness of the Lord in sa'tisfying His people with Himself.
But there is another point which the Holy Spirit ever emphasises
in the Word, and which some superficial readers overlook, "He satisfieth the longing soul," not the full soul. Pe0'Ple are so apt to think
that the Lord pours out His satisfaction as it were indiscriminately,
but it is to the longing, to the MOul "in drought" (Isaiah lviii. 11),
"the poor" (Psalm cxx:rii. 15), that He imparts Ris treasure. The
full, the rich, the strong, these are not the subjects of need. "Come
unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden;" but this expression,
"heavy laden," does not refer to the weariness of this world, but to
the load of guilt and sin. the weariness. of conflict with the arch
enemy. "When the poor and needy seek water . . . ; I will qpen
rivers." And so "He satisfieth the longing soul," the soul longing for
Himself, satisfies "with long life'" (Psalm xci. 16), even everlasting
life, which the believer has in Christ; "with good t.hings" (Psalm
ciii. 5), which spring, exist, and increase in Hi.mself; "with bread" (Psalm
cxxxii. 15). "I am the Bread of Life," He says of Himself. "With
Thy likeness " (Psalm xvii. 15). Like Himself is verily the culmination
of joy. "With the goodness of Thy house" (Psalm lxv. 4); and of the
Father's house we read, " The Lamb is the light thereof." "He shall
wipe· away all tears." In short, the holy city is described as having
"the glory of God."
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" Thou hast created man for Thyself," wrote St. AUGUSTINE, 'c and
he finds no rest but in Thee." These thiugs are mysterious to those who
know Him nbt--:.to the natural man-perchance they think it hard, for
t,hese things are spiritually discerned. Oh, how little, how very little
they dream"With what a rest of bliss
Christ can fill the loving heart."
His sheep know His voice and feel His presence. When the dying ear
is deaf to all earthly voices, and the memory lost to all earthly names,
the very name of Jesus irradiates the farling eyes, and kindles animation
in the sinking frame.
There is just one more precious thought, dear fellow-believers, to
which I would fain allude, and that i~ His satisfaction. It is a mutual
satisfaction. "He shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be
satisfied" (Isaiah lviii. 11). Ah! it is all His wonderful substitution and
sacrifice that has wrought all this. We are "complete iu Him." We
in Him and He in us-indissoluble, perfect union. Oh, weary, thirsty,
sin.sick, longing soul, thy needs can only be me' in Himself, and then,
when He reveals Himself, what ecstasy! His manifestations, at times, are
overpowering to our limited mortal vision, as we gaze on our emptinessHis fulness; our weakness-His strength; our sin-His holiness; our
rebellion-His deep, deep love. "I sat down under His shadow with
great delight." Sitting down is; I believe, the expression of satisfaction.
"Under His shadow." The believer is in grea delight only whE'n in
his Lord's shadow, and this implies nearness. We cannot be 'untler the
shadow of anyone without being in close proximity. "Under His shadow"
implies refreshment and rest from glare and heat. "The shado\f of
a,great rock in a weary land." Words fail to describe the ho.1y rapture
'
of sitting down under His shadow.
"As we hold communion sweet,
If I tried, I could not utter
What He ~ays when thus we meet."

It is too sacred and too tender to communicate, but you know it all,
o sons and daughters of the King. And when we shall awake in,
His likeness, we shall be satisfied, abundantly satisfied, and shalL
"drink of·the river of His pleasures" (Psalm xxxvi. ). What are
His' pleasures 1 We read: "The Lord hath pleasure in the prosperity,
of His servant" (Psalm XXlCV. 27); "The Lord taketh pleasure in His_
people'~ (Psalm cxlix. 4); " Your Father's good pleasure to ;give you
the kingdom 'J -(Luke xii. 32); "My beloved Son, in whom ,~I am
well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17). "Drink of the river of His pleasures."
Dear rea~er, drink, yea-, drink abundantly. The more we meditate
on them, the more fully, by His grace (for it is only as He enablE's),_
we reaid His heart of infinite tenderness -and love, and "sit down
under His ~hadow with great (I,alight."
... ,
NETTlE.

...
TilE w,ay to preserve the sweet scen,t of our .-graces, is to clothe them'
with...:. humility.:-Romaine.
"
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"WHERE HASI', THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 7." ~I
(EiEK~EL ~lvi.~aonlinned' from page 396.)

As we proceed with, this ;yonderful chapter the conviction of, iltt'er
inability to write upon it deepens, therefore with marvellous fitness
tnese words occur in daily reading, "Whom shall He' teach knowledge 7,
and whom shall He make to understand doctrine 7 them that are
vJeanedJrom the ~ilk, 3;ud' tlra\vn from the breasts" (Isaiah xxviii. 9').
The veriest babes (Matt. .xi. 26) are therefore ~ncouraged to rest in the
Lord, and cry to' Him, to Open Thou mine eyes, 'that' I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law" (Psalm cxix. 18);, assured that He
is "the same to-day,'" of whom it is recorded, "Then opened He their
understanding, that, they might understand the Scriptures" (Luke:
xxiv. 4 5 ) . '
'
"Now wqen the prince shall prepare a voluntary burnt offering or
peace offerings voluntarily unto the Lord, one shall then open him the,
gate that looketh toward the' east, and he ,shall prepare his burnt>
offering and his peace offerings, as he did on the sabbath day: then
he shall go forth; and after his going forth one sqall shut the gate '" ~
(Ezek. xlvi. 12). We obs~rve "a voluntary burnt offering" is in 'the
singul~r,' fqr' the offering up, of Himself" a sacrifice to God for a sweet
smelling savour" is but oue act. 'His peace offerings, associated with
it; are many, for He hath made peace by the blood of His cross fo::
both Jews and Gectiles"All those who then by, Him had come to God,
With all who should seek cleansing t-hrough His blood,
He !law, through life's long vistas,
His seed; His brethren, sisters.
When on the cross He suffered in their stead,
Their Substitute, their Surety, bowed His head."
The Prince, as federal Head of His royal house (Ohrist as a Son over
His own house), is not spoken of as offering daily sacrifice. Of Him the
Holy Ghost speaks as belonging to the Melchizedek prder, ,e who needeth
not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for His own
sins, and then for the people's: for this He did once, when He offered up
Himaelf" (Heb. vii. 27). But" as he did on the Sabbath day,"pointing
to ,the finished work of redemption, as the Sabbath rest, indicated
creation-work ended (Heb. iv. 4). The preparation was going on all the
while in the perfection of His holy life on earth :He was working out
a ,righteousness commensurate with the requirements of the holy law of '
God (broken in every point by us),; When each good deed-an:d each pure thought'
Oonspired to weave our spotless robe."
That robe of righteousness (Isaiah Ixi. 10), in which all that believe,
Jew and Gentile, shall be '~justified from all things, from which we could
not be justified by the law of Moses." He was then literally "in the
midst" of them in their sanctuary worship on the Sabbath, preparing
their hearts, until the consummation of <the work the Father gave Him
to do~ in His obedience unto deat,h, even the death ofthe.cross.,His '
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preparation of _the offering was ended when He said, c. It is finished;"
then were the words of the Prophet fulfilled, "One shall then open Him
the gate that lvoketh toward the east." And we.know He must meet the
" cherubims, and l\ flamiog sword which turned every way," before He
could enter Pdradise, wherd He promised the dying thief he should be
with Him that day. The thief cruc.ified with Him would enter by the
"new and living way, which He hath consecrated,for uB,through the
vail, that is to say, His flesh" (Jleb. x. 20).. Blessed-be God; none of us
who believe in Him shall ever ~hter by that gate: c, No man shall enter
in by it" (Ezek. xliv. 2), "it is' for the Prince.'" He hath trodden the
winepress alone. Oh for deeply solem.nized. hearts as we behold what
manner of love, when He cried out in 'bit~er agony, -when cut off by that
sword of Divine justice from the light of His Father's countenance,
"My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" in order that He
might never leave us nor forsake us.
.
Having thus entered in at tha eastward gate opaned for Him, and
through deat.h, bruised the serpent's head, depriving him of his sting,
"then He shall go forth." The triumphant Conqueror of death did
go forth from the tomb, despite the very great stone placed at the
door, sealed ,officially, and a watch of soldiers to:guard' it; the angel of
the Lord heralding the fact, "He is not here: for He is risen. . . . and,
behold, He goeth before you into Galilee" (Matt. xxviii. 7). ." His
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting ,> (Micah v. 2).
Then after forty days had elapsed for confirmation of His going forth
from the tomb by the Apostles, and many infallible witnesses, "He
was seen of above five hundred at once;" and, finally, "He led them
out as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His hands, and blessed'
them. And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven" (Luke xxiv. 50, 51).
"And after his going forth one shall shut the gate." And has not
that gate of ascension into heaven been shut ever since 1 Nor have we
any warrant from Scripture to believe it shall' be opened to any since
" the- Lord, the God of Israel, hath entered' in by it," until finally
He' shall come forth, immediately after the: great tribulation: "Then
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man
coming in -the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And
He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together His elect, from tM four__ winds, from one end
of heaven to the other" (Matt. xxiv. 30, 31). -. Then shall be another
solemn shutting of the gate: "At midnight there was a cry' made,
B "hold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him. . ',' And they
that were ready went in with Him to the marriage: and the door
was shut" (Matt. xxv. 6, 10).
Leicester.
MARY.
(To be continued.)

LOVE and reverence meet together, in the highest degree, in theworship of God in heaven; and they must be involved in the worship oi
God on earth.-Rev. W. Howels.
.

..
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PASTORAL NOTES.
OHRIST RECEIVING: SINNERS.
"This man 1'eceiveth sinners, and eateth with them."-LuKE xv. 2.
WHAT a happy. thi1;1g for us that such was .the case! _Imagine that it
had been otherwise, that He who was "holy, harrhless, undefiled, and
separate from sinners," had kept sinners at a distance, and never associated with them in any way-how many then who are conscious that
they are sinners would refrain from attempting to approach Him, and
would despair of ever obtaining forgiveness and acceptance. But with
8uch words. as these before us, and the knowledge, that the. dear.
Saviour is just the same now as He was when these words were first
. uttered, there is every encouragement for the sin-conscious and the
pardon-seeking soul.
.Many true words have been spoken in jest., and many in' reproach,
and these words were no doubt spoken in the latter manner. The
Pharisees and the Scribes probably supposed that this statement of
theirs was one of the most serious indictments which they could possibly
bring against the Saviour; they little thought that they were giving
utterance. to a fact which would cheer the hearts of iunumerable
needy ones to the very end of time. Let us look again at· thisI.-GREAT FACT. "This Man receiveth sinners, and eatet1~ with them."
To "receive" here evidently means to permit them to come near to
Him, to welcome them, to act as their Friend, to take a deep interest
in their cases, and to help them according to their need; and to "eat
with them" was a token in Eastern lands of social equality, and of
friendship and good-will. By the word "sinners," too, is evidently
meant persons who were known as such, disreputable characters, and
outcasts from so-called. respectable society; persons whom the proud
Pharisees and Scribes' would not· associate with in .public .for. any' co'nsideration. And He who thus "received" such was one who was
immaculately holy, one to whom all sin was an utter abomination,
and who loved: His Father's laws and wishes, and could· not bear tosee them broken or disregarded. Oh,. wonderful condescension and:
gracious consideratipn. ·-c~mpassion, and love! It is stated that th~
heathen philOl~opher, SENECA, was in the habit of dining with his slaves,
and in rloing this he greatly shocked the susceptibilities of the proud
and haughty citi2;ens. of: Rome j and when thel~tterremonstr~ted with
him, he' excused,:hinrileU'tby saying that he dined with some of his slaves
because th.ey were worthy of his esteem, and with others of them in
the hope that they might b~com-e so. This was a noble thing, and
well worthy of commendation, but how much more commendable was;
the conduct of our Lord. Observe how this indictment wasn.-OONFIRMED BY THE SAVIOUR HIi\ISELF. If it had not been true-,
He could easily have repudiated it; but He 'distinctly acknowledged i&
to be true, and He confirmed it by three different parables, that of
the lost sheep, the lost piece of silver, and the prodigal son. In these
parables we see lost sinners represented in three different ways, as going
astray sometimes foolishly,' sometimes ignorantly, and sometimes wilfully; and as being sought for and found under very different circllm-

47~

The Gospel M agaz£ne.

stances-in the wilderness, in the home, and in a far country. And may
we not also see in these parables· 3111 the three Persons of the adorable
Trinity represented as engaged in. seeking the lost ~ The Father
meetinl}; his lost son, and rejoicing in his return; the Saviour, as the
Good Shepherd, seeking the lost sheep and bringing it home on His
shoulders rejoicing; and the Holy Spirit, under the simile of a woman
lighting a candlfi! and searching· her house diligently for a lost piece
ot silver, and calling het friends and her neighboUJ;s together to rejoice
~ith her when she had found it ~
Is not this confirmation also in
accor.d!1nce with the whole Divine character as revealed in the Scriptures ~
In the declaration of the Father's mind: "I have no pleasure in the
dElath of l;tim that dieth, saith the Lord;" in the exhortations of the
F.ather's love: "Let the wickeuforsake his way, and the rinrighteous
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord,. and He wil~ have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon;"
il1 th(3 proclamation of .His name ~ "The Lord, the Lord. God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and tmth,
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin;"
and in His own gracious assurance: "I have blotted out as a thick
cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins: return unto Me,
fo.r, I have +edeemed thee." "·Surely," as it has well been said, "these
declarations, expostulations, proclamations, promises, and remonstrances,
mu.st have their sign and seal in Him, of whom it· was said, 'See Him
and you see the Father;' and of whom it could be said; 'The voice
of those human .lips is the. very echo of the 'Yoice of God.''' He.re
indeed .then isIlI.-GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT. SPURGEON said on this text: "If
this Man receiveth sinners, poor sin-sick sinner, what a sweet word
is this. for thee! Sure, then, He will not reject thee. Come. let me
encourage thee this night to ·come to my Master, to receive His great
atonement, and to be clothed with all His righteousness.
Mark, those
whom I address are the bona fide, real, actual sinners, not the complimentary sinners, not those who say that they are sinners by way
o£pacifying, as they supp.ose, the religionists of the day; but I peak
to, those,. who feel their lost., ruined, h9peless condition. Come,
because He has said He will receive you. 1 know your fears; we all
felt them once, when we were coming to Christ. Do~h not this suffice
thee ~ Then there is another reason. I am sure' this Man receiveth
sinners,' because He has received many, many before you. See there
is, Mercy's door; mark how 1)lany have been to it; you can almost
hear, the knocks upon the door now, like echoes of the past. You
may remember how many way-worn travellers have called there for
rest, how many famished souls have applied there for bread.. Go,
knock at .Mercy's door, and ask the porter this question, 'Was there
eyer one applied to the door that was refused ~ , I can assure you of
the answer.. ' No, not one.' And if it be true that Christ came only
to save sinners, my beloved hearers, labour, strive, agonize, .to get a
sense in your souis of your own sinnership." Yes, there is wonderful
encouragement here for the sin-stricken and the pardon-seeking soul.
A.. gracious Saviour has never yet said to such, "Seek. ye .Me in
va\P." He rather says to all such, "Ye shall seek Me, and ,ye shall
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find Me, if ye search for Me with all your heart.
He says, "S~ek
ye Me, and ye shall live;" "Every one that seeketh findeth, and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened.~' Feat'; not, 0 ,seeking one, but,
be encouraged with great encouragement, and in that encouragement,
Tejoice with exceeding joy. It has been ooserved that in the N~w
Testament the Lord seems to have selected some of every kind and
dass, to show that He is willing to receive all. 1. He will receive
the rich-Joseph of Arimathea. 2. The poor-LazaruB the beggar.
3. The 'learned-Dionysius the Areopagite. 4. Physicians-Luke.
5. Soldiers-the Roman centurion. 6. Fishermen-the Apostles. 7.
Extortioners-Zaccheus. 8. Tax-gatherers-Matthew. 9. Thievesthe dying robber. 10. Harlots-the woman who was a sinner. '11.
Adultehjrs-the woman of Samaria. 12. Persecutors and murderersPaul.. 13.' Backsliders--'-Peter. 14. Persons engaged in trade-LY'dip..
15. Statesmen and courtiers-The eunuch of Ethiopia, ll-Ud the nobleman
of Capernaum. 16. Whole families-that at Bethany, and that of the
jailer at Philippi. 17. Whole multitudes-as those on the day of
Pentecost.
'
HOome, ye needy, come and welcome,
God's free bounty glorify;
True belief and true repentance,
Every grace which brings UB nigh,
Without money~ come to Jesus Ohrist and buy."

Hatford Rectory,:" Faringdon.

GOD'S LOVE WITHOUT

D.

A.

DOUDNEY.

ARIABLENESS.

IT is said of Tully when banished from Italy, and of Demosthehes
from Athens, that they wept every time they looked -to,ward t~eir own
country. Poor deserted believer, dost not thou mourn every time thou
lookest to thy heavenly country ~ Do not tears trickle down thy cheeks,
when thou thinkest of thy God, and canst not see the smiles of His
loving face as heretofore ~ Oh! this mourning. His absence is a sure
sign of the presence of love to Him and longing for Him. Therefore,
beware while youloa.the yourself and bemoan your folly, that you do
not dishonour your Lord by suspecting His everlasting love, questioning
His precious truths, or neglecting His glorious salvation. Now put on
thy precious Ohrist afresh, and remember His sweet declaration to His
Father concerning His people, "Thou hast loved them as Thou hast
loved Me." Though in darkness and sorrow, be assured. God's love is
ever the same without variableness. Though He hides His face, still
"He rests in His love." For God did not love you, choose you, for any
good in you; but He loved you and viewed you in Christ; and in Him,
He is ever the same Covenant God and reconciled Father, whether He
consolates with His love; or cha5lises with His rod; whether He lifts up'
the light of His countenance upon' yori, or hides away His face.. Your
sin and folly may cause Him to change His condnct towards you; but
~e can never, never change His Covenant name and nature, for r< God
is love."-W. J11~ason.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. PHILlP BROWNE, M.A.,
FOR THIRTY-TWO YEARS INCUMBENT OF ST. JAMES', EDGBASTON,
BIRl\IINGHAM.
[We are indebted to ollr dear brother, tha Rev. F. HARPER, M.A.,
Rector of HintonWaldrist, for the following Memoir of the Rev.
PHILIP BROWNE, ~hoin we truly ~oved. in the Lord.-ED.]
"They watch for

s01tls, as they that must give account."HEBREWS xiii. 17.
THE watchman of a city holds an important office. So does the nurse
by the' bedside of the sick. ' How lIluch more' solemn and weighty,
tp,en, is the office of one who watches for souls !-sonJs that will live
for ever in the light or in the darkness. (Of. Ezek. xxxiii., '1-9,.)
We Ilre reminded 'in many a page of holy Scripture of the duties
and the glories, yes, and the perils of the Ohristian minister! It is
so easy to preach smooth things-to daub the 'wall with untempered
mortar-to say, "peace, peace," when there is no peace-to say; "All is
well," when all is ill-to forget the Master's warning, ., Woe unto you
when all men shall speak well of you."
COW~ER photographed the true watcher for souls when he wroteH

YOU1'

There stands the messenger of truth! there .tands
The le~te of the skies! his theme divine:
His office sacred, hil credentials clear;
By him, in strains as sweet
As angels use, the Gospel whispers peace."

But such an one must possess, I think, four qualifications.
1. Faith. He must have a message from God, and he must belieye
his own messag!'. "I believed, and thetefore have I spoken." To
use the words of certain masters in sacred oratory-in our churches
are sinful, sorrowing men, who look to us with the softened look of
a little child, as much as to say, "Preacher, can you strike a light
in the darkness 1 Can you tell us how we may be saved, and solaced,
and satisfied 1" "Yes," answers the man who watches for souls, "my
message is Christ, and there iil healing for all sin and all sorrow in
Him."" The key to all hard questions hang;; on ,the cross." So the
true watchman ceases not to teach and preach J esos Clli:ist in the
parish: church, in the parish school, from house to house, and" at the
bed where parting life is laid." And he has his reward in Christ
being magnified, souls being saved, Jives' consecrated, sorrow;s healed,
homes made happy. The second qualification is2. Love. Love to his Master, of' course, and love to the souls of
men. He says, "I seek not yours "-not your silver, or your gold, or
even your praise-le but you,'" and you for Christ. Or, as the sameSt. Paul says in another place, " Ye are in our hearts" (2 Cor. iii. f ;
vii. 3). "The Corinthians were • • . . photogrllophed, as it were, on his
heart, as QUEEN MARY said I Calais' would be found written on her
heart.""" It was once said to a clergyman, "I cannot understand how
• Dr. Kay on 2 Corinthisns iii. 2.
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it is your people will bear such plain speaking." The reply was, "It
is because they know I love thelll." The thhd qualification,is3. Gentleness. There must be no bitter words, for· the offence of the
cross has not yet ce9.sed. " We were gentle among you," said St.
Paul to. the Thessalonians (1, ii. 7). He had "tears" in his voice
(Acts xx. 31). The Apostle le.arned all this from His Divine. Master,
for as someone has said, He who spoke of the lilies of the field and
their beauty, and about the birds of the air. and toqk little children
in His arms, must have had a gentle, te: ler, winning way. The
fourth qualification is.
4. Hope. For grace has not spent its strength. The Gospel is still
"the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth," as it has
been through all the melting centuries. It saved the waif~ and strays
{)f Corinth two thous~nd years ago (1 Cor. vi. 9.11) " And such were some
{)f you, but ye are washed."
"Dear dying La.mb! Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved, to sin no more."
In a. word, to put the whole thing in a single line, the man who
watches for souls as one who shall give account must be taught by
the Spirit of God, and so be able to speak of Christ as though he had
met and known Him•
•, Ye who your Lord's commission
Is not God's oath upon your head,
bear,
e'er to sink back: on slothful
Hi.s way of mercy to prepare;
bed?
Angels, He calls you-be your
" N ever again your loins untie,
strife
Nor let your torches waste and
To lead on earth an angel's life.
die,
., Think not of rest-though dreams
Till, when the sha.dows darkest
be sweet,
fall,
Start up and ply your heavenward
Ye hear your Master's midnight
feet;
call."
The subject of this Memoir possessed these qualifications in an extra{)rdinary degree; and .we shall see how he went on watching for souls
till he heard the" Master's midnight call." For myself, I am a lover
of good men, but especially of PRILlP BROWNE, for I owe him my soul.
All my sweetest, tenderest memories are entwined around him and his
holy teaching. When I was a boy of about fifteen, I went through deep
.spiritual experience, and I humbly hope the Saviour sought and found
me at St. James' Church. In 1878 he asked me to conduct a" Mission"
in his Church, and I remember telling the ·people I trusted Mr. BROWNE'S
ministry would be as great ~ blessing to them as it had been to me.
When I returned to the vestry he was overcome with emotion, and
thoughts came too deep for tears, though I think there were tears as well.
I do not know anything of Mr. BROWNE'S early life or where he
found the Divine Presence, but he was ordained in 1842 to the curacy
·of All Saints', Derby, where the Rev. EOWARD LILLINGSTON was incum.
bent. In 1848 Mr. LlLLINGSTON removed to St. George's, Edgbaston,
a.nd took his curate with him. St. James' Church was not yet built,
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, an\d'~'w~elttM:()'wn\Jli!()fJ}the 'J!}dgbastdn ',:estate 'was anxiOus to d:(}
somethin:g for 't'h'e 'spiritual welfl!-re· of-'the p'e6ple, and was advised to
(build' some 'great 'ecblesiastical'structure to attract the whole ''Edgbaston
'world, ahd'.f6r'the erection of which ;plans had been drawn 'up, "Mr.
:,-LlIiLINGSTbN'iS advice Was asked. ' He said to a former LORD OALTHORPE
that ''he thought,it was' a 'mistake to carry out the plan suggested, and
'added, that, if his Lordship would build a suitable church near"the
poorer part of his district, he and ,Mr. WINFIELD would provide him
'with·il suitable' clergyman."'"'' 'This was the origin of St. J ames'
Ohurch,t and Mr. BRowNE was its first incumbent. The Ohurch was
consecrated in 1852: Mr. BRowNE once advertised for a -curate who
,~ouldpreach the' doctrines of grace from the heart, with the lips, an'd
m. the life. This is ju~t· what, he ,did himself, and these three points
wIll guide us in this 'short- and imperfect Memoir. He 'preached from
the heart; he could have sat for JOHN BUNYAN'S picture of: a true
minister: "It' hadr eyes' lifted up 'to heaven, the best of books in its
hand, the law of truth was written upon its lips, the world was behind
its back; it stood as if, it pleaded with men, and a crown of gold did
hang over its head."
Mr. BROWNE taught that God had a family among men. The
'members of that family were chosen in Ohrist before the foundation of
the 'world-chosen, nUt because of any foreseen goodness in them, but
because' God' loved them. They were redeemed by Ohrist, who died
to gather t.ogether in one the children of Got! that were scattered
abroad. They are effectually called by the Holy Spirit. They walk
soberly, righteously, and godl;y. They are kept by the power of God.
They are brought home at last, everyone, and all to 'the praise and
glory of the grace of God, :for it is "not of him that willetb, nor of
'him 'that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy." These doctrines
elevate the soul," I once heard Mr. BRowNE say. This is tme, yet,
after all, Christ Himself was in the forefront of his preaching. He
taught there was a welcome for all, who come, and he would quote the
words in Proverbs, "Because I have called, and ye refused," &c, He
would tell men their responsibility in "refusing" was great, for it was
-Christ"accepted or -Ohrist rejected! Indeed, his theology was that of
the'" Pilgrim's Progress" and the" Olney Hymns." May I quote from
a sermon of BiSHOP W ALDEGRAVE, which sets Mr. BRO\D~'S teaching
'in-its true light. The BISHOP had' been speaking of God's unchanging
'love to' His people, and then he said, "But I know tbat there are
'anxious sOllls who will at once reply, 'These are good words, and comfortablewords to the matured believer, to the established Christian ';
for'llxperience has taught them to recognize in themselves ~he working
.'of' tHe Spirit of Ohrist, mortifying the works of the flesh, "and their
·ell.rthly'-'members, and drawing up their mind to high and heavenly
things (Article xvii,};'" but- the case is otherwise with me. I can
'* Funeral Sermoq. by the Rev, F. H,'MYLIUS, LL.B.,. Roctor of Ehn~on..
" ,t -S~,"ifati1es''was" an- exceedingly handsome and beautiful church- of rt~ '}nn~ .
. It. consisted of chancel; 'transepts, &c'.,atid nave. 'The transepts had .gallerles .Ill
,the days I write 'of. The or,gan was in a west gallery. !IJhe building held, 900
people, and was very,easy ·tospeak -in. It posses.!es Po very pretty spire. Altogether; I have never seen a church like it. '
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discover' nought, btltcorruption,and 'guilt~, l' aIil 'V:ile, abominable, 'filthy.
What shall '1 do 1· How can I draw' near 1 Is it possible that- one
so ntterly unclean J can be numbered among the elect :of God 1 and ·yet•
.if not, what shall become of me l' To· such an one I wouldrrtlike
answer, in ~the .'language of parable. Mariners tell us that the Tagns
is a river deep and wide; no harbour mQre capacious, more beautiful,
more secure .than that which is formed by its mirror-like waters and
its majestic shores. But there is at its mouth a 'sand-bar, and this
makes entrance difficult. There is danger lest the galley, heavily
equipped for war, and the argosy, .deeply laden ·withthe treasures of
the lndies, should make desperate shipwreck on it. . The pilot knows
this, well, and he waits till the flood is high; then he boldly steers.
·his craft towards the haven. where he would be. Borne far above that
dreaded bar on the bosom of the swelling tide, the labouring barque'
enters, and is in safety. and at rest. And now the cause of his fear isfound to be the source of his security. The winds and the waves 6f
the mighty Atlantic rage,furiously without; but sure and certain is the
anchor-hold of his gallant ship within that mighty breakwater, which
the eternal .God Himself ,hath reared for the tempest-tossed, the perishing mariner. Need T, my brethren, declare unto you the similitude;7'
No; the mourning soul will at once recognize its true interpretation .
.He.will sea that it is ,his wisdom, his duty, to 'receive God's promises.
in such wise as they be generally set forth to him in holy Scripture)
(Art. xvii.). Pause not, my fellow-sinner, to contemplate this barrier
of election; enter the haven of rest on the swelling bosom of such.
great and gracious promises as these: 'Come unto Me, ·all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest' (Matt. :x;i. Z8).
'·Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he ·that
hath no money; come ye, bUYI and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk:
without money and without price' (Isaiah. Iv. 1). If thus thou enterest,
thou art .most assuredly saved, for the 'Scripture saith that I whosoever
believeth on Him shall not perish, but have eternal life' (John iii. 15).
And then soon. shall the cau~e of thy present fear become the source·
of th~ lasting peace.· Unmoved by the winds and waves of temptation,.
and persecution, and trial, the purpose of (hd according to election
shall stand; and, safe, within its mighty encompassing, thou shalt
delight the.e ,daily. more and more in the intense comfort of that
exceeding great and precious promise, ' Alllthat. the Father giveth Me·
shall come to Me;. and Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast
out'-[oir 1-11) EKf3{"hw.~~w;;'-'Iwill inno.wis~ reject; Iwilllinno wise
reject'" (John vi. 37).J
But Mr. BROWNE'S sermons were not only full of sound doctrine
and exhortations to holy, living; they threw Scriptural light on those·
puzzling problems' which perplex all· the ages, as to why the wicked
prosper, .and ,·the ;meaning,of 'sorrow and trial. For ex~mple, here are
notes of a sermon preached in St. James', on Wednesday evening,
June sth, .. 1881 (the reader will please remember tbis is not a specimen
of his Sunday.discourses). The text is .Psalm xlii. 7, l.p. I will
copy his notes yerbatim:• WOl'ds of Etel'nal Life, pp. 345·348.
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U Many are the affiictions of righteous.
Varied the ways in which
those afflictions.. Set· forth also the expressions made use of to describe
them. In the multitude of.thesorrows; I though I walk in midst
of; none stronger than text ;'PsaHnist brought, very low. Yet,. however low, brought also something. to sustain and cheer. Oall to mind
two texts quoted and context. So as regards these few words -contain
tribulation and consolation; the former on them; the latter in them.
Explain former; draw out latter.
"I.. Tribulation. , Expressions denote (~fflictions. (I.) Varied in kind.
Spirit1tal-sense of guilt (Psalm cxxx.). Burdened soul. Banishment fnJ1n
Lord's felt presence. Oppression of enemy. Satan, where is thy God?
Hard thoughts. Temporal-earthly sorrows; bodily afflictions. (2.) Great
in degree. Waves and billows. Deep waters. (3.) United in eJ.:perience:
"and" (4.) Many in number. "All." Tr0uble not alone.
"n. Con~olation. 1. They are God's-" Thy." Elch and all belong
to Him. Man lost sight of (see Job xix.)-" Hi'." (1.) God's appointing-selecting-sending-ordering.
(2.) God's contJ'olling. (3.) God's
rontinuing. He removes when He sees fit.
"2. Special promises provided for such season;; (Isaiah xliii. 2). As
thy days. See next verse. 'YE1:,' 'With Ohrist in the vessel, I smile
at the storm,' 'Begone, unbelief:
"3. They cannot destroy spiritual life. Head above water. Dan. iii. 27.
Cannot be DROWNED.
"4. They cannot SWe1' from Christ-wash off rock.. P..om. Vlll. Union
indissoluble.
"5. Shall work for good. Try the faith. Like fire of furnace.
H 6. Make us long for haven of rest.
Drive us more quickly to shore.
Shall pass safely through river of death. No marks of shipwreck, no
['emnants of lost vessels on sea of death. Soon will all have gone over
and you shall standunharmed."
. That is a sample of the "good words and comfortable words"
spoken in St.·James', on Wednesday evenings. Whatever Mr. BROWNE
·did, he did it well. His district was thoroughly well organized; his
Day Schools excellent, while at one time he had the most efficient
Sunday Schoolteachers, I should think, in Birmingham.
Mr. BROWNE always divided his sermons. They were eminently
Scriptural ., The King's messengers," as good Mr. INSKll' once said,
~'should deliver the King's message in the King's own words." This
was exactly what Mr. BROWNE did. His great object was to explain
the very words of holy Scripture. Some, perhaps, thought he referred
to too many texts, and it may be they were right, but t,he texts were,
nevertheless, to the point. Like other preachers of a multitude of
,sermons, the sermons were of unequal merit. Many were very fine.
He felt he was an ambassador. His message was not a plaything: he
was not at liberty to alter it, or filter away the disagreeable parts; nor
could he leave one word out. Though not what is called a scholar, he
was singularly accurate, and it goes without saying, he took great pains
IWithhis, sermons. But who that heard' him preach to children could
ever forget it 1 ' Why, it was simply inimitable. I suppose the two
greatest children's preachers of this century are J.UiES VAUGHAN and
ALEXANDER MACLEOD. I never heard either, but only judge from their
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printed sermons. And yet I think PHILIP BROWNE d~serves fairly to be
classed with these two princes 'If preachers to children. I well remember
a children's address, about 1865, in St. George's, Edgbaston, on the
text, " What think ye of Christ ~ " I believe some of the tenderest words
ever spoken to children about the Saviour came from the lips of PHILIP
BROWNE, and were spoken: in St. J ames' Church.
They were echoes of
His who once took up children in His arms, put His hands on them,
and blessed them.
He always divided his sermons: the divisions, he once told some
children, he put on pegs, then he knew they were safe. I am not quite
clear whether there ought to be quite so many" pegs," that there ought
to be some I am pretty certain. The fact is, the style of preaching alters
with the age, like the style of dress, but the Christ and His blessed
evangel remain the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.
But to return. Speaking of the kind-hearted Vicar of Edgbaston,
ISAAc SPOONER, Mr. J. HENRY SHORTHOUSE said, "He was one of
the finest readers in England, for he possessed the singularly rare
combinations of perfect intonation, quie reserve, and force." I have
DO doubt this was so, and it would be impertinent in me to dispute the
dictum of such a person as Mr. SHORTHOUSE, yet I am equally sure
that Mr. BROWNE even excelled Mr. SPOONER. He could repeat hymns
splendidly. Anyone who heard him repea , "When Thou my righteous
Judge shalt come," would not soon forget it..
"In his later years, when overtaken with prostration from the
disease which might have entitled him to retire from the active life of
the public ministry of the Word, he preferred toiling on among his
people, well aware that any day, or any hour, he might be seized for
death; and he knew it was at the risk of his Jif~ that he ascended the
pulpit from time to time; hut he understood what he was about, and
perhaps the sentiments of a paper in his own handwriting, and at hand
in his writing-table drawer, tell us his mind on this point: 'A lady once
asked JOHN WESLEY," upposing that you knew you were to die at
twelve o'clock to-morrow night, how would you spend the intervening
time." "How, madam," he replied; "why, just as I intend to spend it
now. I should preach this evening at Gloucester, and again to-morrow
morning; and after that I should ride to Tewkesbury, preach in the
afternoon, and meet the societies in the evening. I should then repair
to friend MARTIN'S house, who expects to entertain me, converse andpray with the family as usual, retire to my room at ten o'clock, commend myself to my heavenly Father, lie down to rest, and wake up
in glory.'" "1.' But it often happens that preachers have to put to the
test their own teaching. And herein appeared the power of grace.
When sorrow and sickness came to PHILIP BRowNE, and God's ways
seemed most mysterious, then he said" Yet would my soul adoring own
That all those ways are right."
It grieved him, of course, to part with his beloved sister (and my
• Preface to In Jlem?,·i!Lm. SermoDs aftJr death of Rev. P.
MYLIU~, Rector of Ehndon.
.
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kind ffiend) ELLEN BROWNE, and heart disease hindered him (at
least to human eyes) in his work, but he feIt" No chance has brought this ill to me;
'Tis God's sweet will, so let it be,He seeth what I cannot see."
So all was well. For God makes no mistakes. After ELLEN'S death
two other saintly sisters came to brighten his home, and cheer and
help him, and entertain his friends. And here it is a great pleasure
to record the devotion of his last curate, Rev. R. W. WALLACE, ::M.A.
He learned to love him, and was a true mourner at the last.
, I have said nothing about ::MR. BROWNE'S chamctffr. He possessed
the great golden key of sympathy. Generous, perhaps to a fault; a
capital man of business, endowed with tact and common sense; in fact,
he was a genial, large-hearted, capable man; his " sweet reasonableness "
was known to all. While he found his dearest pleasures in the pages of
the Bible, he took a wholesome interest in things like gardens and
flowers-" It was so kind of God to give us flowers!" as he once said
to me. Then, he always made home happy. I think it would!
have been difficult for his servants to remember a single unkind
word that ever passed. their master's lips.
He had found the
"Happy Land" himself, and he had discovered it was n:>t
only " far away," but that part at least of its territory
stretched down even to this world of sin and woe, and that "true
joys" might be tasted here. And then to crown all, the Spirit of Ohrist
had bestowed on him such a tender love for little children, and such
a ready sympathy for all in trouble, and so consistent was his lifethat he became very dear even to multitudes. For myself, as the
fleeting ypars go by, I miss him not less but more. Some of us might
have sobbed our sorrows at his side, or on his breast. "I shall go to
him, but he shall not return to me."
The last Sunday of his life he preached in the morning in St.
James' schools (the church being closed for painting and cleaning), from
::Matthew xviii. 20.
He intended to complete his subject at night,
but he became ill, and wae obliged to rest at home. When he retired to
bed he was, perhaps, about as well as he usually had been of late, but
in the morning (September 15th, 1884) his servant found his spirit had
fled, and that he had fallen asleep in Jesus.
" One day here, working for his Lord and Master,
With service ever at his best:
The next-could a reward come faster?Clasped in his dear Lord's arms-at rest."

NONE but the high priest was to be in the temple when the atonement was making. Aaron was to have no associate in this work. So
Jesus has no associate: He makes the whole atonement Himself. Not
His merit and ours jointly bring pardon; but His blood alone. He,
and He only, is our peace. He treads the winepress of God's wrath,
and treads it alone (Isaiah lxiii. 3.6).-Berridge.
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(Continued frcm J:-age 330.)

THE following further instalment of letters from the pen of dear Mrs:
HOBLYN will interest our readers. The dates extend from 1893 to
1896.

My DEAR FRIEND,-The events of the week have been very solemn,
and national calamities seem rife at present, but what can we say to
it all ~ "Righteousness belongeth unto Thee, 0 Lord," and the recent
calamity by sea has drawn out the sympathies of many-you and
yours ll.mongst the number. It has a voice. May the Lord give His
elect the hearing ear and a feeling heart to know what these things
mean. I think this last catastrophe is peculiarly trying in its character
and results. It will bring forth many tears and long-felt grief, that
God alone can heal by gracious revelations of His Divine purpose,
which, bl~ssed be God, nothing can hinder. I think it might strike
many at this time, just when -we were upon the eve of the wildness
of .national festivity about this marriage, and to show some where
they stand. It certainly.is a blow at the pride of our navy. The
loss of your kinsman will be greatly felt, a man of such worth and
importance. Things around look very cloudy; our only hope andlhelp
is "that the Lord reigneth."
Was not Mr. 8--'s conduct remarkable ~ Kicking oft' his old
friend when his help was most needed.
Give my love to VOW' "Home Ruler." Our poor friends will have
their money in due time.
.
This little letter is only meant by way of thanking you for yours,
and believe me to be,
Yours very gratefully,
A. B. H.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Your wife is evidently a true friend to me ; she
obtained for me an interesting letter that gave rise to many thoughts.
Your little breeze with Mr. FISH ended so well, I can only join with
you in saying, "The Lord has made up that breach, and there is no
scar left." I never saw Mr. F., but I believe he is a child of God,
and used by God, and blessed by God, and there I leave him. I am
more than' glad-I am thankful-that the Lord has made it right with
both of you, as you are both in my heart as workers together in the
same road heavenward.
I am truly thankful you went to Leicester, and that the Lord
strengthened you to preach the Gospel, and upheld your bodily
strength. I thank you for the heads of your sermons, which were
calculated to show out the blessedness of an inwrought and glorious
salvation revealed to poor sinners, who belong to God's elect family.
We live in very evil days; J ACOBUS ARl\UNIUS is not dead; he still
continues his artful designs in welding truth and error, free will and
2 I 2
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iree grace, that people do not know whe!e they stand, and. God's half·
enligbtened 'people are in 'great trouble to find out what they are and
where they are.
I am very jl;lad you are going to Croydon, a change will do you good;
and may the Lord graciously bless your testimony, and give you strength
for the day. Your dear sist~r D. is looking forward with great
pleasure to hearing you again. I quite agree with you that general
redemption nullifies the whole of the Gospel-if it were true; it drives
man back to the merit of worb, and consequently no salvation for any.
I am glad John is so far recovered. What a mercy it was not a
fatal blow! I look upon his respect for God's people as a gracious
mark.
I think Mr. ALDRIDGE and Mr. BRADBURY will give us a little help
concerning the poor CLAYD,ONS in the next election. It must be very
pleasing to you to see the use God makes of dear M., and to
hear of his steady testimony to the truth of God. My kind loye to
your dear household, in which my husband heartily joins. He suffers
much still from his hand. I cannot finish this without saying how
much pleasure and profit J derive from your valuable letters, and
eelieve me to be,
Very gratefully yours,
A. B. HOBLYN.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I send you the enclosed, and for this re:u;on, the
things sent to me were addressed by you on the box, or I never should
have got them. You and I, in a pleasant chat, might get a few
wholesome doctrines out of this; there are no peradventures with God.
You will be yery glad to read the letter, how gratefully the things were
received, and to ask our kind friend M. to circulate it amongst those
who have been such faithful workers on the behalf of the ragged,
wretched children who are benefited thereby.
The outlines of your thoughts in preaching were very sweet to me ;
how wonderfully the Holy Ghost drops them into the hearts of poor
sinners-equally heinousness with David's-though not before the
world. This makes us need the "blood" and "righteousness;" and
while others think us so good, and set us as examples in he Church,
we "abhor ourse:ves in dust and ashes," and feel our need of Christ to
pardon, and cleanse, and justify us, as much as the vilest of the vile. I
like your remark much about the rod-the rod of correction making no
atonement. In it is a useful point, it keeps us away from legality;
while the rod sprinkled with blood will do its meful work in the soul,
and trace Covenant love through it all. From the outline you gave me,
I do not wonder at your enjoying Tuesday's lecture. It was a saying
of Mr. WALLINGER'S, when asked how he got on in the pulpit, "I don't
know what you got, but I had a penny." I think you had a penny
also.
Will you give my love to your dear wife and M., and ask ~hem to
tell the friends I hope they will continue their work of love on behalf
of poor Ireland; and believe me to be,
Yours very truly,
A. B. HOBLYN.
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My DEAR FRIEND,-I hope soon to have a report from your own
pen that you were able for Sunday's work without injury to yourself,
and it gives me great pleasure to hear from you. We must have our
trials, to wean our hearts from the things of earth, and to depart and
be with Ohrist is fa?' better. A fly is a burden when the body is
weak, and we are an easy prey to the enemy of souls; it is a m~Jcy
to be upheld day by day.
I have had a word of late given
that has been very precious to me, and there i~ a vast amount of
blessing in it, "Oome unto Me, all ye that are weary," &c. What a
mercy that the Lord in His promises comes so low to meet the needs
of His people! I get very low in my own feelings from time to
time, and tbe little ones are not rejected because they haven't words
to express their wants to the Father of mercies; when He hears their
cry, He does come to their help. I have the full assluance now all.
one point -that I need Him, and that He a~one can supply all that His
people feelingly want. Tho Lord is the Burden Bearer to His people
from youth to age. I have great cause for thankfulness in all the
Lord';; dealings with me.in friends, &c. I trust the Lord gives you a
petition on my behalf, and for gracious submission to His holy will.
The Doctor has lately been suffering severely with the rheumatism in
the hands and arms; but he is a very patient sufferer at all times,
.and a ready helper when able.
Will you give my kin:! Ohristian love all round, and especially to
J. M., when you write 1 The Doctor joins me in the same to you,
and believe me, dear friend,
Very truly yours,
A. B.HoBLYN.
My DEAR A!'fD 'A..LUED FRIEKD,-I thank you much for your kind
letter, which gave me pleasure and profit. I feel ill and am very weak.
My days are Jew, and as a shadow will soon pass away. I pray that
my Lord may soon "come again," and take me unto Himself, to be
with Him for ever. My thoughts are now few and weak, therefore I
can say but little; but the Lord is with me, and breathes sweet words
of comfort into my soul from time to time. I greatly fear at times
Satan's attacks. David says, "I will fear no evil." Our remedy is
"Looking unto Jesus."
I ask your prayers for a weak and helpless sister in Ohrist. Give
my love to dear M., and all others, especially dear M. J., and accept
thanks from a grateful heart, for all past kindness to me.
Yours in the bonds of the everlasting Covenant,
A. B. HOBLYN.

IT is one of the most blessed truths of the Gospel, that a seeking
sinner is not more earnest to see Jesus and enjoy Him, than Jesus is to
reveal Himself to that seekin~ sinner and form Himself in the sinner's
heart, the hope of glory. For.Jesus will not, cannot cease His love
to poor sinners, until the object for which He came to seek and to
save them is fully an:swered.-Dr. Haw7cer.
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SUBSTANOE OF A SERMON,
.B¥ THE I ATE REV. PITIi.Ir BIiO\\NE, PREACHED AT TRINITY CHURCH,
DERBY.

"A.nd go at er Ihlt ~vhich is los~, until he find it."-LuKE xv. 4.
THE Son of Man, we are told, is come to seek and to save that which
is lost. Our text illustrates the manner in which He carries out His
clesigned purpose; the one difficulty occurring being, "Who are meant
by the ninety and nine 1" But I take it to mean a simple number, as
a filling up the story and making a contrast. Three important truths
can be brought out of this text. First, there is the sinner lost;
secondly, the lost sinner sought; and thirdly, the lost sinner found.
The sinner lost., or, as in the words of our parable, the lost sheep, was
the shepherd's especial property, though lost. It was his own sheep
that he went after. The sinner whom Ohrist seeks is regarded as one
of His own, and is His peculiar and valuable property. Sinners do
not merely become Ohrist's after they have been converted, they are
His even in their wanderings, and though they may be far from the
fold. God's children they are, though scattered; Ohrist's sheep though
wandering. Mark, it is a single thing spoken of, not a flock. The one
out of ninety and nine. This is the point in the parable. Christ
regards His people individually as well as collectively. He gathers
them individually, goes after and seeks them separately. No one is
overlaoked, omitted, nor forgotten of His own. He loves His people
individually, and knows them by name. There is, too, another truth
under our first subject, and it is, though a single sheep, yet that sheep
is lost. All the sheep alike are lost by nature and practice-utterly lost!
Oh, never forget., man is not partially faUen in heart, mind, will, and
life. He is gone astray, lost, dead in trespasses and sins; lost to the
Church of God and usefulness. Utterly lost. The sinner never returns
to the fold of himself. He is gone astray for ever, if left to himself.
But He goeth after that. which is lost. Oh, blessed and merciful
truth! The Shepherd Himself is He who undertabs the seeking. He
is at the head of the work, and He Himself undertakes it.' He personally acts on their part. " La, I come to do Thy will." "I delight
to do Thy will, 0 My God." He became poor for our sakes, "that we
through His poverty might be made rich." He sees to it all Himself.
Each sinner is so precious to Him, and the work is so important to
Him, that He will not trust it to another. Oh, that going after until He
find it! He went through suffering such as we can never know; died
the accursed dea.th upon the cross, went down to the grave for the
objects of His love!
Another truth is, the Shepherd does not give up search until He
find that which He seeks. Until, as well as going after. Christ
never had a sheep that He did not seek, and never sought
a sheep He did not find. An earthly shepherd may lose a sheep,
and seek long and earnestly, yet he may not be able to find it. But
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the heavenly Shepherd seeks 1£ntil He find, and never loses one. The
sought sinner is found in God's own time and way-each sheep is
found. "Them also I must bring." Then notice the care the Shepherd takes of it: He finds it, lays it upon His shoulders; He carries,
bears it there! "The government shall be upon His shoulder." The
shoulders are the strongest part of a man; yes, He bears it, and
"underneath are the everlasting arms." So weary, helpless, and weak
the sheep is that He lays it, places it upon His shoulders, and bears
it. And whither does He carry it ~ Home! He brings it home, all
the way. There may be a two-fold aspect of this. The earthly home
and the heavenly. He brings it into the fold of grace. Happy provision! "By Me, if any man enter in, He shall be saved, and shall
gG in and out and find pasture." "He maketh me to lie down in
.green pastures." There" are blessings in the home of grace on earth,
but what will it be in the home of glory! There shall be one flock
and one Shepherd there, thence they shall go no more out. The Lamb
in the midst of them shall feed them and lead them to living fountains
of water, "and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." Carried
all the way home! Another point is the delight caused. There is joy
and rejoicing. "Rejoice with Me, for I have found My sheep which
was lost," says the heavenly Shepherd. How great is the extent of
the joy, too! The Shepherd rejoices, and His friends and neighbours
rejoice with Him; and, mark, the joy commences at once. ., There
is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that
repenteth." Whom is the joy expressed by ~ Angels ~ Nay, there is
joy in the presence of the angels of God. Others then joy, not only
angels and archangels, but the redeemed host also. Who can imagine
the joy through the courts of Paradise ~ The Father well pleased with
the work of His Son. The Son looks down with satisfaction on His
redemptive work, and the Holy pirit and the host of heaven take up
the strain and shout in joy.
ow we have seen the sinner lost and
the lost sinner sought and found. And, dear brethren, have you been
found of Christ ~ The Gospel of God's grace has been brought nigh
to you. Has there been the actual personal dealing between you and
Christ ~ You may have the Gospel of Christ, but have you the Christ
of the Gospel within ~ Have you felt, as it were, His hands of love
laid upon you ~ He has said, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know
them, and they follow Me. And I give unto them eternal life, and
they shall never perish, neither shaH any man pluck them out of My
hand." "Christ marks His sheep," it has been observed by some
quaint writer, "in the ear and in the foot-in the ear, they are given to
hear His call, and at the voice of the .I!'ather they not only hear Him,
but follow Him, walk in His ways-they are marked in the foot."
Coming to Him, they take up their cross and follow Him. May the
Lord command His blessing. Amen.
THE fear of God involves in it the exercise of every grace. It
dreads the evil, as well as the punil!lhment of sin. Hypocrisy dreads
the punishment of. sin, while it courts sin itself with the utmost
assiduity.-Rev. W. Howels.
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THE QUEEN'S THANKS.-HER MAJESTY'S LETTER TO
HER PEOPLE.
(From a Supplement to the London Gaz<tte.)

.Whitehall, July 16th, 1897.
following letter from the QUEEN has been received by the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Home Department :...:....
Winds07' GW3tle, July 15th, 1897.
I have frequently expressed my personal feelings to my people, and
though on this memorable occasion there have been many. official expresI!ions of my deep sense of the unbounded loyalty evinced, I cannot rest
satisfied without personally giving utterance to these sentiments.
It is difficult for me on this occasion to say how truly touched and
grateful I am for the spontaneous and universal outburst of loyal
attachment and real affection which I have experienced on the completion
of the Sixtieth year of my Reign.
During my progress through London on the 22nd of June this great
enthusiasm was shown in the most striking manner, and can never be
effaced from my heart.
It is indeed deeply gratifying. after so many years of labour and
anxiety for the good of my beloved country, to find that my exertions
have been appreciated throughout my vast Empire.
In weal & woe I have ever had the true sympathy of all my people,
which has been warmly reciprocated by myself.
It has given me unbounded pleasure to see so many of my subjects
from all parts of the world assembled here, and to find them joining in
the acclamations of loyal devotion to myself, and I would wish to thank
them all from the depth of my grateful heart.
I shall ever pray God to bless them, & to enable me stiI! to
discharge my duties for their welfare as long al: life lasts.
THE

VICTORIA,

R.I.

IRISH CHURCH MISSIONS TO THE ROMA:X C'-lTHOLICS.
THE ANSWER OF THE ARCHBISHOPS OF CANTERBl:RY AND YO,RK
TO THE PAPAL BULL.

IN reference to the above, the Committee of the Society fur' Irish
Church Missions, at a meeting held on Wednesday, May 26th.
unanimously adopted the following minute:"The attention of the Committee of. the Society for Irish Churcb
Missions to the Roman Catholics has been drawn to the Answer of the
Arc4bishops of Canterbury and York to the Papal Bull on the subjec~
of 4nglican Orders.
" So solemn a pronouncement by the two lhchbishops of the English
Church calls fOl' careful examination, for though it is destitute of any
authority beyond what necessarily attaches to the ,eminent position of
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the writer~, it cannot be divested of a ,certain representative character,
and must therefore be either accepted or repndiated, as an exposition
of Christian doctrine, by every member and organization of the
Church.
'
"The Committee having carefully considered it are constrained, with
the deepest sorrow, to declare it to be, as a whole. both in matter
and tone, unworthy of the Protestant and Reformed Church of England.
That it should have emanated from the two Archbishops of the
Church is, in the opinion of the Committee, a fact of solemn and
portentous significance, in view of the prevalence of sacramentarian
and sacerdotal teaching. At such a time a clear and authoritative statement of ProteRtant truth, in opposition to Romish and Medireval error,
might have been expected. Such a statement, the Committee regret to
say, is' not to be found in the Answer, the main object of which
appears to be to prove that the Protestant Church of England possesses
by virtue of her Orders much the same supernatural and sacerdotal
powers as are claimed by the Church of Rome.
"The Committee do not deem it necessary, nor would it be becoming,
that they should enter upon any detailed criticism of the Answer.
It may suffice to touch upon one or two points.
"The Committee note, with astonishment, the manner of address
adopted by the Archbishops towards the Read of the Church of Rome,
and their reference to that Church as "A Sister Church of Christ"a title utterly inconsistent with the doctrinal position and principles of
the Church of England. 'In no such terms would the Reformers and
the great army of Martyrs of Reformation and pre-Reformation times
have addressed the Head of the Pa-pa1 Church.
"The Committee observe also in two or three passages words which
clearly imply that, in the view of the writers, there are more than
two Sacraments in the Ohurch.
" The Oommittee feel it to be incumbent upon them to record their
solemn protest against the unscriptural views advanced by the Archbishops on the doctrine of the Lord's upper, as well as the attempt
to claim for clergymen of the English Ohurch the position and functions
of sacrificing priests, a dogma absolutely without sanction in the
standards of the Ohurch, or in Scripture, and in support of which
~u attempt.is made to minimize the significance of the changes m~de
m the Ordmal at the Reformation.
"Finally. it is because it is the work of the Society for Irish Church
Missions to combat such erroneons teachings in their more fully
developed forms in the Church of Rome, and with all loving earnestness to re-echo the cry, 'Oome out of her, my people,' that the
Committee view with the utmost sorrow and ,alarm the enunciation of
views tending to at least 'doctrinal agreement with that Church; and
they are therefore cons~rained, in view of their responsibility for the
direction of a work which seeks support from English Churchmen, and
is carried on in fidelity to the Protestant principles and doctrine of
the Churches of England and Ireland, to record, with the utmost
respect for the Archbishops' high office, an emphatic protest against the.
Answer which they have put fortb."
11, .B1tckingham Street, London, W.G.
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HEZEKIAH OFF HIS WATCH·TOWER.
(ISAIAH

xxxix. 3.)

KING HEZEKIAH had proved the truth proclaimed by Moses, that
Jehovah rideth on the heavens in the help of His people, first' by
-causing the sun to go back ten degrees, by which degrees it had
gone down, and then by sending His angel to smite the great host
of the king of Assyria. He should, therefore, have been like Elijah,
"Very jealous for the Lord God of Hosts," who had done such great
things for him and by him. It was a great honour which the God of
Israel bestowed upon him when He enabled him to break in pieces
and utterly destroy the serpent of brass, since it had become an object
o~ veneration and superstitious worship to the degenerate Israelites of
hiS day.
We have asked, Who is the man that shall arise in England, upon
whom God will put the great honour of casting out that piece of gross
idolatry which has been erected in St. Paul's Cathedral ~ Its setting
!JP has been a great achievement by the enemies of the Gospel, and a
cause of unholy joy to all who substitute a material worship for that
worship in spirit and jn truth which is alone acceptable to God. As
old WILLIAM BRIDGE says, "There is a peculiar hatred to God, taken
notice of by the Holy Ghost, in all those who set up images;" and, we
may add, are wearers of crosses; and who in many other ways show their
love for Popery and contempt for Jehovah's will and authority, as it
is declared in the Second Commandment. "They that hate Me" is
the cbaracter given to such by the God of truth.
But that Hezekiah bad in a measure departed from God in his
heart is evident, when he received tbe messengers of the king of
Babylon and showed them all his treasures, which they could look on
with tbe p,ye of sense, and by not confining them to that Treasure
he had in having the God of Jacob for his Help, who made heaven and
earth. Even of this good king it might be said, "He sang His
praises, he soon forgat His works;" that is, his soul was not kept in
that lively seDse of them he once experienced. Therefore did the Lord
resent it, and sent Isaiah with the word, "Whence came hese men
unto thee 1"-and in tbis we see how jealous God is for the honour
and glory of His name, and will vindicatfl it-to which the king gives
answer, they had come to him "from a far country, even from
Babylon.'~

That the Papacy is the mystic Babylon is acknowledged by every
reader of God's Word who is blessed in reading ana in hearing the
words of the book (Rev. i. 3), and is only doubted and denied by men
destitute of God's Spirit, and who have never been t~ught of .God.
That BabyIon, or the Papacy, is well named a far country IS also eVident
by the errors they hold, propagate, and maintain, proving to a
demonstration that they who hold such errors are far from God and
righteousness, and are under the woe of J ehovah for decreeing unrighteous
decrees (Isaiah x. 1). The late. Dr. BEGG, of Edinburgh, in a useful little
-work, A Handbook of Popery, shows how far Rome is gone from God,
both in her systematic breach of God's law. and by her systematic
overthrow of every distinctive doctrine of the everlasting Gospel.

--
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The poor prodigal ·of old went in his free agency to "a far country,"
yet .even he was not at such a distance ,from God as the Popish
ll'eligion sets men. Saul of Tarsus was in a far country in his unregenerate days, when he persecuted to; tli,e. dEjath God's saints; but I do
not think that even he was at so remote' a distance from God as they
are who have the mark of the Popish Beast on their foreheads and in
their right hands. To be entrenched behind'the thick buttresses of a
false system, "another Gospel," is to be in a far country indeed.
And yet even from this far country God brings His own elect. " Come
out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that
ye receive not of her. plagues" (Rev. xviii. 4). But.," Let them
return unto Thee, but retnrn not Thou unto them" (Jer. xv. 19), is,
and must be, the attitude of all who regard J ehovah's honour as a
God of truth, and' who, in their regard for it, refuse to own and
acknowledge the Popish religion in part or in whole, or to have any
-complicity with Rome. Such were our justly esteemed Reformers in
England, and their immediate successors, those blessed men who, three
hundred years ago, drew up the excellent Lambeth Articles to enervate
alike both Popery and Arminianism. The motto of these men was,
"No peace with Rome."
And certainly the further we are from
Rome as a nation and people the better.
Can any country be termed "a far country" like that which, as
the very mystery of iniquity, has a substitute in materialism, and a
satanic lie for that salvation in Christ which the Spirit of the living
God reveals and applies to the soul of every vessel of J ehovah'smercy ~
Birkenhead.
G. A.
OHUROH

ASSOCIaTION.

IN view of the present crisis in the Ohurch (says the En,qlish Churchman), a private conference was held at Bxeter Hall, on July 7th, of some
of its most influential supporters. The meeting was a highly representative one, many members having travelled great distances to take
part in it. At both afternoon and evening meetings a free and friendly
debate was held as to the inauguration of a "forward movement" by
the Church Association, so as better to counteract the multiplying
agencies of the priest party. Earnest supplication to God for guidance
and strength was offered at the opening of the deliberation~, and varied
suggestions were not only offered, but frankly thrashed out by the
various speakers. A plan for combining Protestant societies for political
and other purposes of a "Pan-Anglican," or rather of an Imperial
character, so as to unite, our Oolonies with the mo,ther country in the
defence of Constitutional Protestantism, was broached; the details of
which will be considered hereafter. Altogether, a resolute and determined tone prevailed throughout, and Church Association Protestants
are clearly determined to fight. to the end, knowing that their help comes
only from the Lord, who is a sure refuge to them that put their trust
in Him. Besides a large number of individual members who attended,
delegates were present from Bath, Bexley, Blackburn, Bolton, Bristol,
.Brighton, Burton-on-Trent, Brixton, Doncaster, Glouce-ster, Hammersmith. Harborne, Kensington, Leamington, Liverpool, Manchester,
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Plymouth, Preston, Portsmoutb, Reading, St. Albans, Sheffield, Stroud
Green, Sussex (Mid), Weston-super-Mare, Wigan, and Worthing. A
few London friends very kindly invited the members of the conference
to dinner between the mee~ings, at which numerous guests availed themselves of a pleasant opportunity of personal intercourse.
"THE SOUROE OF ENGLAND'S GREATNESS:'
IN connection with the Diamond Jubilee celebrations the Rev. W.
HILLIER, Vicar of St. Luke's, Sheffield. writes to recall the circumstances under which the QUEEN sent a Bible to a West African prince
in 1849. He says;I had a personal knowledge of, and a familiar acquaintance with,
the two clergymen, the Rev. ISAAC SMITH and the Rev. HENRY
TOWN SEND, the missionaries, who laboured in Abeokuta, and knew all
the circumstances. Those two missionaries returned to England in
1849, bringing with them a piece of cloth and a letter to the QUEEN
from PRINCE SAGBUA and the ~hiefs. Her Gracious M;I,jesty then
authorized the Right Hon. the EARL of OHICHKSTER, the President of
the O.M.S., to write a suitable reply to SAGBUA and the chiefs. I
will . take his lordship's letter bodily from the (Jll1/i'clt Missionary
Intelligence for 1849, to prevent misquotation. By R)yal co=and his
lordship wrote thus;II I have had the honour
of presenting to the QUEE~ the letter of
SAGBUA and other chiefs of Abeokuta, and also their .present of a
piece of cloth. T~e QUEEN has commanded me to convey her thanks
to SAGBUA and the chiefs, and her befit wishes for their true and
lasting happiness, and for the peace and prosperity of the Youxiba.
nation.
"The QUEEN hopes that arrangements may be made for affording to
the YoUIiba nation the free use of the River 03Sa, so as to give them
opportunities for commerce with this and other countries. The
commerce between nations, in exchanging the fruits of the earth, and of
each other's industry, is blessed by God. Not so the commerce in
slaves, which makes poor and miserable the nation which sells them,
and brings neither wealth nor the blessing of God to the nation who
buys them, but the contrary. The QUEEN and the people of England
are very glad to know that SAG:B1JA and the chiefs think as they do
upon this subject of commerce.
"But commerce alone will not make a nation great and happy like
England. England has become great and happy, by the knowledge of
the true God and Jesus Ohrist. The QUEEN is, therefore, very glad
to hear that SAGBUA and the chiefs have so kindly received the
missionaries, who carry with them. the Word of God, and that so
many of the people are willing to hear it.
"In order to show how much the QUEEN values God's Word, she sends
with this, as a present to SAGBUA, a copy of this Word in two hnguages
-one the Arabic, the other the English.
"The Church Missionary Society wish all happiness, and the blessing
of eternal life, to SAGBUA and all the people of Abeokuta.
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"They are very thankful to the chiefs for the kindness and protection
afforded to their missionaries, and they will not cease to pray for the
spread of God's truth, and of all other blessings, in Abeokuta and
throughout Africa, in the name and for the sake of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Ohrist.
" (Signed)
OHICHESTER."
When the two clergymen returned to Africa they carried with them
the above letter, the Bible from the QUEEN, and a present from PRINCE
ALBERT to PRINCE SAGBUA. A public holiday was granted to tht'
people in Abeokuta on the day when the Bible was presented by the
Church missionaries to the PRIXCE SAGBUA from the QUEEN of
ENGLAND, and there was great joy and rejoicing in the city.

LORD SALISBURY AND RITUALISM.
A PETiTION signed by 38,743 persons, and presented by Oolonel SANDYS,
M.P., was read by one of the clerks at the table in the House of
Oommons last month. The petition W:lS promoted by the Ohurch
Association, and set forth a protest against the existing policy of the
advisers of Her Majesty in the exercise of patronage in the Ohurch
of England. It pointed out that out of a total of thirty-four bishops,
there are (or were when the petition was drafted) twenty High
Churchmen or Ritualists, and not more than five Evangelical Ohurchmen,
of whom Lord SALISBURY has nominated thirteen of the former, and
only three of the latter. The outcome of this policy has been to
revolutionize the Ohurch, tbrough the dissemination of false doctrines,
1l10W taught by a large section of the clergy.
The present policy of
appointing Ritualistic Bishops and discouraging Protestant teaching,
through the exercise of Episc?pal patronage, is dangerous to the civil
and religious liberties of the people. The petitioners respectfully asked
for an inquiry by the House of Oommons as to the exercise by the
Prime Minister and Bishops of their Ecclesiastieal patronage, and as
to the extent such patronage has already been granted to those who
openly or secretly ignore the Protestant character of the Ohurch of
England established by the laws of this realm, and who repudiate the
Reformation by teaching the false doctrines of the Papacy.
'

"PERHAPS one of the most characteristic illustrations of VVHITEFIELD'S
preaching is given in the following anecdote :-" A negro boy who
:a.ttended to the wants of the members of a dlinking club in Delaware,
and who, for the diversion of its members, would at times mimic various
persons, was asked to mimic WHITEFIELD, which he for a time positively
refused to do; but they insisting, he suddenly rose, and in a most
striking and impressive manner, said, 'I speak the truth in Ohrist, I lie
not, except ye repent, ye will all be damned!' It was like an earthquake shock-like a thunderclap in a clear sky-the speech was so
sudden, so unexpected, and so marked in its effects, that the club was
disbanded, and never met afterwards."
V. P. H.
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A SAILOR'S LETTER FROM ·SEA.
To the Editor of the Gospel 111aga7.ine.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I write these few lines to youhoping that God will heep you working for His glory while on this
earth, and never be weary in well-doing.
You may not see the'
fruits of your sowing for many years, but God will bless your work
for Jesus' sake. We have great need to thank our ever-loving and
merciful God for His mercy towards us, for while we were dead in
trespasses and sins, and hell-deserving sinners, of whom I am chief, God:
did not cast us off. No; He gave His only begotten Son Jesus
Christ, who being withlJut sin was made sin for us, that we through
His death might have eternal life. I remember when I was living
far from my God; oh, what a mercy it was in God to spare me! If
I had been cut down in the midst of my sins, I should have been cast
into hell-fire, for I was deserving of it; but our God is a merciful
God. Although I had wandered so deep in sin and so far from God,
He did not cast me off; He led me into His marvellous light, He
showed me what a sinner I was. Then I felt that I was lost-a lost·
sinner-but Jesus came into the world to seek and to save that which
was lost. Had God cut me down in the sinful and rebellious life that.
I was living against Him, I should have been cast into hell fire, for I
was deserving of it. How could I have stood before such a just God ~.
He would have said, "Depart from Me, I never knew you," but I
can thank God He has showed me my state-a wretched einner. He
showed me that vile sinner though I was, there was hope for me;
He t01d me that the blood of Jesus Christ God's Son could cleanse
all my sins away; He gave me a desire within my heart to seek forgiveness for my sins.
I do believe God has pardoned me the sinner. When I surrendered
myself to God, He gave me a desire to work for Him. I went to th~
Mission Hall with my friend; it was in Little Burke Street Chines~
Mission. I delighted in the work. As soon as my workmates knew
of my conversion, they used to tell me that I would go mad
with religion. When they knew of my going to the Mission Hall, they
used to try to turn me from the work; they spoke of the Chinese
as not worthy of hearing the Word of God j but God is no respecter
of persons. I got so much tormenting with the men that I wanted to
leave my place. I asked God to direct me from my place, as I thought
if I had not those trials I could live closer to my God; but I do
not think so now, for I believe God lets trials come to us to show us our
weakness, and He tells us that His strength is made: perfect in our
weakness. Trials draw us closer to God. I did wrong to want to be
free from bearing my cross for Jesus. When I got home from church on
Sunday night I had to go straight to work. . The devil used to rage
against me, but I had the never-dying Friend, "a Friend that
sticketh closer than a brother" (Jesus Christ), to uphold me in the
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midst of all my trials. My workmates used to tell me, if I were a
Christian I should not look so sad, I ought to be happy; but I could
not be happy in their company while serving Satan with their tongue;
but I thank my God for delivering me from the service of the enemy.
It was God that did it all, and to God be all the glory for ever and
ever. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give
glory."
I left my situation and went to sea. I asked my God, if it were
His will, to open a way for me to go to sea, as I had a desire to go·
to Scotland. God opened a way for me as steward on board - - . I
continued in prayer, but when we got to our first port, I wandered
from my God. I grew quite cold; I tried to feel happy bat
could not; I was a miserable creature.
God led me back to
His fold, He also provided me with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and it
has been a great help to me. I have much cause to thank God for
providing my soul with spiritual food, so you see that God does
work all for good; He blesses the work He has used you for, to be a
help to His people at sea as well as on shore. God knoweth our
needs before we ask Him for anything, and I believe that it is He
who works within our heart the desire to come to Jesus. He will
seek His lost sheep from all over the world, and He will guide His
sheep with His eye.
My dear brother in Christ, how wonderful are God's workings, and
His ways past finding out. He giveth first to us to feel our lost
estate as hell-deserving sinners; but He shows us, though we are
dead in trespasses and sins, that Jesus died to save His chosen,
Israel from hell; He being without sin was made sin for us (His
Church). I have read in your Magazine about professing Christians
and ministers who say they are believers, and use Christianity for a·
cloak; but God will prove His people; He will bring them through
tribulation; He will give them grace, through Jesus, to overcome
the world. How some people (God's own people) feel downcastI for one. I feel happy and close to my Saviour and all seems
well; then darkness comes, and trials and temptations, and I feel L
am so sinful, and have doubts and fears, and wonder if I am really
a child of God; but God knows the workings of my heart; He
gives me a blessing from heaven, and tells me," I will not forsake'
thee nor leave. thee. Lo, I am with thee always." How glorious
it is to have such a loving and faithful Friend, a Friend that this..
world never knew, and a Friend that we cannot receive until God
makes us His children. It is all God's work from beginning to·
end.
I get some great spiritual blessings from God through the GOSPEL
MAGAZ1l'{E.
They have been put aboard by some of God's people
for the library, but the men have no interest in them, and
never will until God works and gives them the desire to seek
spiritual food; for if we reau the Bible, and have not our hearts
opened by God to receive His Word, we have no pleasure in it.
It is God that giveth to His people the desire, and He drew mefrom the wide road that leadeth to everlasting punishment. I was
brought to God on New Year's eve, 1896, on my twentieth birthday.
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I have been converted over twelve monthfl, and do pray that God
will take all desire of this world from me, and use me as His
humble servant ontirely for His glory, for Jesus' sake.
. We are bound for Rotterdam. Pray ·£01' me always.
Yours in Christ,
BJ'itish Ba1'q1~e "Pisagua.," January 24th, 1897.
J. P.
P.S.-How merciful is our heavenly Father! He knoweth all our
needs before we ask of Him, and it is He that giveth the desire
within His children's hearts for their spiritual welfare. Wh'm God
leads a lost E>inner into His marvellous light, how keenly the poor
sinner feel his helpless estate and lost condition. How everything
that he does he ~eems t9 be sinning against God. His heart id
unbelieving and sinful. We are helpless creatures in ourselves; but
God humbles us, and shows us that in ourselves dwelleth no good,
yet in Him (God) we can do great things (not we, but Christ within us).
When I left home, and had been long on sea, I greatly desired to be
on land, to be able te,> hear of the love of God towards so unworthy a
creature as I, but God has taught me that He is with His people at
sea to guide them, just the same as on land. He has provided me
with His book, the Holy Bible, and He grants me understanding
in the reading of His Word. I do regret that I do not live more
closely to His side, and be more earnest in prayer, and pray
without ceasing; for we do always need to pray, for our emmy,
Satan, is ever ready to try and draw us into sin and fr0m Christ.
I have also been provided with your GOSPEL M'!'GllI~E by God, and I
have been greatly refreshed in reading them. How faithful our God is!
He always provides for His people. God often lets darkness surround U5,
to try our faith; then I feel my weakness. I haye wondered if God
has really forsaken me; how unbelieving I am! God has said, "I
will not forsake thee nor leave thee; I will guide thee with }fine
eye," and He is faithful and just to fulfil His promise. Often, when
I feel my sinful self, I wonder if God will forgive me, such a "T<tched
snnner. Doubts and fears war within me, but God will deliver me
in His own good time. May God give us patience to meekly wait
and murmur not, for Jesus' sake.
I am going to Scotland, if God spares me. I do not know what
wOlk is in store for me. I have a great desire to work in God's
vineyard; may He cleanse me and make me a ,e5sel for His use,
and to Him be all the glory. Do pray that God will open a way for
me, to use me for His praise, and take from me all desire of t!:lis
world's pleasure, which is vanity, and all desire of self, and give .me
His Holy Spirit within me, to keep and guide me for evermore, and
,bring me safe at last into my heavenly home, where we shall all meet
to be with Jesus, our loving Lord and Saviour, where we shall be free
from all sorrow and pain, and God shall wipe away all tears from
our eyes, and we shall dwtll with Jesus evermore. How earnestly we
desire within our hearts to be absent from the body and present
with our Lord Jesus Christ, our blessed Redeemer.
My dear brother in Christ, pray for me always. I am a stranger
~o youjn the flesh, ~ut a \>rother in Christ ~Jesus; and do ask God
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to let us not be weary in well doing. Let us be patient and longsuffering. We may not see the fruit of our labour while here, but
God will not let His Word return unto Him void.
Let us
remember we are God's instruments, and may He lliake us submissive to His will, and to Him be all the glory.

CHEERING WORDS
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My VERY DEAR BROTHER IN A PRECIOUS CHlUST,-I am permitted
again in the gracious providence of our Covenant God and
Father to send a few extracts from the writings of some of the
faithful men of Gol now gone home. How sweet it is to read and
copy them. As I grow older, and the days grow darker, I can truly
say that I love them more and more. The Puritans were indeed
giants in comparison with the dwarfs of the present day. I do most
humbly and sincerely pray that you may have grace given to be more
bold than ever for our Lord and Master, determined to know nothing
but Jesus and Him crucified. May you be strengthened also in your
How
weakened body. My heartfelt wish for you is found in 3 John 2,
truly solemn the days ard in which we live. In Weymouth we are in
a sad state spiritually; last Sunday, our minister preached from that
glorious text, John i. 1, "In the beginning," and gave us a dish of
LYELL, who says the world wa~ created two hundred millions of years
before that! What miserable food, for hungry souls! I cannot tolerate
such rubbish.
I again commend you to Him who is able to keep you from all
winds of false doctrine, and enable you fai hfully to continue feeding
the dear blood.bought children who read the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Yours in inseparable bonds,
Weymouth, May 13th, 1897.
THOR. BASCOl'liBE.

FRUIT.
To the Editor of the Gospel ~Magazine.
SIR,-The "Sparrow Alone," at E - , is again constrained to testify
of "the sweet" received from" Bitter-Sweet," and the "\Vaydde
Notes," whereby yesterday (Lord's Day) the precious Comforter was
pleased to grant a copious anointing of "fresh oil," and that in the
midst of bodily pain, and after a week of 80re exercise, temptation, and
conflict. Not a month paeses without a more or less powerfu~ realization
of savour and dew, but this month's Magazine is a very special
and suited message, the more gracious when viewed in the light of the
utter unworthiness of the writer. May our beloved Editor long be
enabled to scatter the precious seed of the kingdom by the teaching and
inwrought power of the Holy Spirit, and may the blessing of God
our ~Fath~r, and Jesus our Lord, richly rest upon his labours.
(Ecclelt. xi. 1, 2.)
Yours, &r.,
S. A.
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LORD'S DAY OBSERVANCE.

COpy of Paper presented on behalf of the Lord's Day Observance
Society to the International Congress on Sunday Rest, held in Brussels
in July, 1897:The present Conference on the subject of Sunday Rest, which is to some
extent a continuation of that which took place at Paris during the
Exhibition of 1889, is, like that Pal'is Conference, the outcome of earlier
discussions of the same subject.
Previous Conferences in London, Geneva, Berlin, and elsewhere, indicated
and fostered the growing conviction, that the question of Sunday rest,
like so many other questions affecting human well-being, is one not only
of national but also of international concern.
It was natural that the basis of discussion should not be identica.!
in these various centres.
In the earliest instances, those who met to
discusg the best methods of securing and of employing the weekly rest
accepted the theory which regards the day as Divinely appointed, the
Lord's Day, the Sabbath which God made for man. The object of their
inquiry was, therefore, to ascertain how the day might be best employed,
in accordance with the Divine intention in appointing it, and for the
fullest advantag~ of man as regards all sides of his nature in body, soul,
and spirit.
In other instances, those who took part in the discussion accepted the
obvious fact that, amongst the majority of civilized nations, there exists
a custom of withdrawing 'more or less on Sunday from the ordinary
occupations of the week, and of devoting the whole or a considerable part
of the day to other employments. The object of the inquiry in this case
was to discover how this cessation from Sunday toil may bes be secured
for all, or nearly all, of those ordinarily employed in labour of various
kinds dal'ing the remainder of the week. It was not thought necessary, or
even desirable, to raise the question of the origin of the existing custom,
or of the mode in which the leisure thus secured should be enjoyed.
In other cases, the Conference assumed that men who have to work in
various ways, in order to maintain themselves and those dependent on
them, require occasional rest in addition to that secmed in each period
of twenty·four hoUl's; that a regularly recu,rring rest of one day in seven
appears to be the happy medium between a too frequent and a too rare
unbending. They therefore limited their inquiry to the beat method of
securing to the individual worker a weekly rest. But Ihe course of such
discussions generally made it pl(tin that practical men will no shut their
eyes to existing facts. It was usually recognised that it is a convenience,
perhaps even a. social and industrial necessity, that all should rest as
nearly as possible on the same day; and that, having regard to exis~ing
habits, deep-rooted prejudices, and. religious convictions, the day ,most
likely to secure general adhesion is that ordinarily called Sunday.
There have thus been Conferences on the due observrrnce of the Lord's
Day; on the best method of securing Lord's Day rest; on the promotion
of Sunday rest; on the advantage, of a Weekly rest.
'
It may be assumed that, in the present Congress, these different views,
if not all openly expressed, will influence the a.ttitude, an<;l mould the
expressions, of those who have been invited to prepare papers which
may form the basis of discussion.
It would surely have been a philosophical error on the part of those
who guide our proceedings, if no place had been found for 'a moderate
and temperate expression of that view of the· question which, by
common consent, has been most successful in securing the maximum
of rest for all who work, even though. the mode in which the rest'
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is generally employed does not seem to outsiders the m03t agreeable
possible.
We may then, I think, begin by recognising that one very large
section of -the human race is in the enjoyment of a considerable degree
of that weekly rest; which other sections, not unnaturally, are anxious
to SellUl'e for themselves, if they can do so without sacrificing advantages to which they attach even more importance, and without making
concessions which might be pressed inconveniently in other directions.
The English-speaking races of the world do, as a matter of fact, enjoy
collectively a larger degree of Sunday rest than any of the other great
races who may be .called their rivals-or shall we not rather say their
allies ?-in promoting the advancement of mankind, and fulfilling the
primeval commission to replenish the earth and subdue it.
Tbe Belgian Government has recently published a most interesting
and valuable volume, which embodies the reports of four agents well
qualified to ascertain and to weigh the results of legal enactments for
securing Sunday rest. The reports which relate to Germany, Austria,
and Switzerland trace with care the adoption and the adjustment of
delicate and complicated laws, from which the best results may be
~pected, and have already in some degree been obtained.
But the report on Sunday legislation in England bears no little resem·
b!ance to the minute of a naturalist who was commissioned to report,
under certain well.defined instrnctions, on the fauna and flora of Iceland.
Under the heading, .. On Snakes in Iceland," the naturalist supplied only
the brief chapter, "There are no snakes in Iceland."
The report of M. "VERCRUYSSE as regards Sunday Law in England
is that practically there is none j such statut.es a-s exist having but rare
practical application, and deriving their validity, not from the terrors of
the law, but from the bct that they still reflect the convictions and the
wishes of the great majority of the English people.
I would invite the members of this Conference to compare the reports
Telatinj;t to Austria, Switzerland, and Germany with that which relates
to England j noting that this is a matter in which we can have no reason
to fear that another's gain would be our loss. It may safely be said that
the Anglo-Saxon races would h'ol.il with the greatest satisfaction the 'good
news that a weekly day of rest had been secured for every worker of
every nationality: and that., not only among races of modern and
advanced civilization, but among those whose civilization has long come
to a standstill, and those too who have never started in tbe path oE
·progress.
Take, first, the case of Germany. Recent efforts ·to secure Sunday
Test for certain classes of workers have resulted in what is already a
highly complicated legislation (" une legislation deja tres compliquee ").
,The existence side by side of modern legislation, purely social in its aims,
and of earlier legislation, largely prompted by religious considerations,
has already given rise to conflicts, contradictions, difficulties of application, which are often inextrica.ble; and, naturally, .to Widespread dis.satisfaction.
These difficulties arise, 'apparently, from the conflicting principles to
which the laws have endeavoured to give effect, leaning sometimes to one
principle, sometimes to another.
The report of M. DUBOIS distinguished three groups 'among these
statutory or police regulations:"1. Those whoDe object it is to protect public worship from outside
. disturbance, and to encourage attendance at religious services. In this
~ase the prohibition of Sunday work is limited to the hours of Divine
service.
"2. Those. who seek to. secure the observance of the whole of the Lord's
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Day, and which, consequently, prohibit throughout the entire day all
noisy and outdoor labour, while no notice is taken of work done in work.
shops without outdoor traffic.
. "3. The third and last group of these regulations is based on the
principle, more or less openly stated, that Sundays and holidays ought
to be dedicated, not only to religious observances, but to rest. In consequence, they interdict work in factories, and frequently also in workshops
and places of business, without regard to the question of noise or
publicity."
. It seems evident that greater simplicity and certainty would be obtained
in regard to both Sunday rest and Sunday observance, if some general
principle were adopted which would satisfy these varied demands in regard
to the employment of the day.
But it may be remarked that the chief practical hindrance to
" a consummation so devoutly to he wished" is in the demand made by tho~e
who are released from work in factories and places of business, that theIr
fellows employed in places of refreshment or of amusement, or in the
conduct of public traffic, shall not share in the rest of the day, but rather
consent to be more heavily taxed than even during the remainder of the
week. This seems a very one-sided-not to eay, a selfish-conception of
Sunday rest.
. The Austrian Report of Prof. BRANTS is full of interest and of suggestion.
The English reader is surprised to find that what he has been led to regard
as the typical Continental Sunday has apparently disappeared from
Austrian eoil. He reads that the. principle of the Sunday law has scarcely
any opponents; that this principle states clearly that" on Sunday all
industrial labour ceases; " that, in addition to the Sunday rest, there is a
strong working-class movement in favour of the Saturday half-holiday;
that, where a certain amount of Sunday labour is judged to be inevitable,
there is a careful provision for time to attend public worship, and for a
compensating rest on some other day of the week; that an effective check
is put on Sunday work by the higher wages demanded for it; tha.t religious
feeling comes to the aid of the law, and secures its better observance.
But closer examination of the facts, and of Prof. BRANTs' deductions
.from them, modifies considerably this first favourable impression. One
is concerned to learn that, if the principle of Sunday rest is fully
recognised by the law, it is largely ignored in practice; that the legallyadmitted exceptions are very large and very numerous; that Sunda.y
does not begin till six o'clock in the morning; that commerce has not.
secured even the modified amount of Sunday rest which has been won
for manufactures; that workshops have not shared the boon equally with
factories; that the proposal to give a compensatory day of rest during
the week to those who may be unavoidably employed on Sunday has failed
to take effect; th'l.t, if much has been gained, yet more remains unachieved.
It is evident that in Austria, as in other countries, the actual does not
correspond perfectly to the ideal; and the reasons for t.his are very
similar to those which obtain in other communities.
The' causes which are operating in Austria in favour of a better
observance of Sunday rest are such as are met with elsewhere :-A growing Jistaste on the part of workmen, and of those engaged in trade, for'
continuous or nearly continuous work, day by day, week by week; a consequent demand for a higher rate of pay when Sunday work is imposed,
on the ground of alleged necessity; the consequent discovery on the
part of employers that, by the use of improved apparatus or hetter'
methods, this supposed necessity for Sunday work can be treated on the
method of our English provtrb-" Where there's a will, there's a way.'''
When the current of opinion thus formed is reinforced by the yet.
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stronger current of religious conviction, and by that public opinion which
is often influenced by the religious convictions' and example of others, yOD
have a combined force which cannot fail to operate powerfully in securinv
a better and more general observance of a weekly day of rest, which will
inevitably tend to become Sunday rest.
Oa the other hand, the causes which in other countries hinder the
general acceptance of this ideal operate in Austria also. The pressure of
competition makes men reluctant to relax their efforts to secure at least
a fair share of the world's business, makes them grudge even the time
allotted to sleep, still more the time claimed by a weekly rest.day. Supposed technical difficulties are pleaded in support of this natural reluctance; small concerns, whether industrial or commercial, feel most keenly
the pressure of tbese anxieties, and find it easiest to evade official super·
vision; the hopfl of larger gain persuades men to risk the small penalties
which the law imposes; the workm'l.n fears lest a shorter week should,
mean a smll.ller weakly wage; the employer is equally ill dread of proportionately diminished profHs; and even where the Sunday re9t has
been secured for some, there is the temptation to employ the day in
such a fashion as to cancel the Sunday rest of others.
Yet, on a fair l'onsideration of Prof. BRA.NTs' report, one cannot fail
to remark that the best remits are obtained where co·operatioll is secured
between a public law which formulates the general convictions of the
people, and that powerful religious sentiment which is based on obedience
to a law which is believed to be Divine. At least, that appears to be
the experience of Austria.
Let us turu now to Switzerland. It is notewor~hy that in this
country the religious feelings of the people appear to have been, for
some centuries, strongly in favour of the religious observance of the
Lord's Dity. But, seeing that this idea oE religious observance was
limited to attendance at Divine service, it failed to secure the rest which
is equally essential to the proper enjoyment of the day. In cOllsequence,
before the special legislation of the year 1877, "the observance of Sunday
rest, hitherto' a national tradition in Switzerland. tended to become less
scrupulous in the manufacturing world" CH L'observation du repos
dominical, jusqu'alors tradition nationale en Suisse, tendait adevenir
moins scrupuleuse dans l'industrie "). So much was this the case that,
according to the able and exhaustive report presented to the Belgian
Government by M. W AXWEILER., the regulations affecting Sunday rest
were not introduced at the instance of the" Society for Sunday Rest
and Observance," or at the demand of the working classes, but chiefly
to give legal sanction to existing customs, and to insure the support of
certain sections of the community for general factory lawll.
However, during the last twenty years the effect of a moderate law,
strictly enforced, has been .to produce a very great improvement as regards
the observance of Sunday rest, but more in connection with the larger
factories and wOl'kshops than with the smaller. It has been found neces·,
sary, and it has also been found practicable, from time to time to make
the law and the application of it more strict. On the other hand, it is
possible, as it is pleasant, to note the loyalty with which, on the whole,
the law has been' accepted, and the frank admissions of many that the
Il'esults have j ustifiei such special legislation.
Hence it has resulted, at the present day, that the question of Sunday
rest, which twenty years ago occupied a secondary position in the
fmming of the Swiss factory laws, has achieved for itself a place of
primary importance, not only ill reh.tion to manufacturing interests, but
in all departments of the national life.
It mus~ not be forgotten how much this altered position of the Sunday
question is due to the labours of the Swiss" Society for the ObServaIlCe
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of Sunday Rest," which has secured for itself the Fympathy and the
co·operation of the entire Swiss people, and has exercised a potent
influence cn the progress of this cause throughout the whole of Europe.
None the less, the rejection in 1894, by the nferendum, of a proposal
to confer on the Confederation the right to le gislate "sur les arts et
metiers," with a view to check Sunday labour on the smaller scale,
shows that much yet remains to be done to make Sunday lest practically the universal rule even in SwitzerlaIld.
Still, it should be remembered that the power of regulating Sunday
work in small workshops and retail establishments, which was refused
to the Federal authorities, is in many instances exercised effectively by
the authorities of separate cantons, and apparently with the hearty
concurrence of the people generally.
And an official, competent to express a sound judgment on the whole
question, is of opinion that this local action, stimulated by the efforts
of private or~aIlizalions, is preparing the way for the ultimate acceptance of that Fedral control of Sunday labour which has for the present
been refused.
If, finally, we turn to the great carrying trades-railways, steamboats,
and posting-we find a gradual improvement of the l"w, which has
resulted in becuring for the employees a weekly day of rest, with the
proviso that one rest-day in three shall be a. Sunday, and that no
stoppage of pay shall be made on account of this relief from duty.
, It is evident that in Switzerland very great progress has already been
made in securing Sunday rest, and one cannot but hope that so salutary
a movement will make yet further advance.
, If now we turn from these three countries to examine the condition of
England, we find a very remarka.ble state of lhings.
While in Germany, in Austria, in Switzerland, we find "une regIementation severe et minutieuse," attaiDing, it should be recognised, very
valuable results, in England' we find a far larger degree of Sunday rest,
with what may be regarded as a. minimum of Ipgislation. In place of
tables setting fOl·th minutely the ]'equirements of the law, with further
tables of exceptions and exemptions, M. "VERCRUYSSE is ,occupied mainly
with stating the reasons why such tables are not called for.
In the three other countries visited·by the Commissioners of the Belgian
Government, the degree of Sunday rest at present secured is largely the
result of positive laws, mainly of recent date, and expressly designed to
secure a much-needed improvement in the conditions 'of labollI"; such
Sunday laws as exist in England are very simple in form and extremely
restricted in their opEration, and are almost wholly deeigned to check
encroachments which the greed of gain or the love of pleasure makes,
from time to time, on the ideal oi Sunday rest.
Thus while in other countries the struggle has been to secure an
advantage not hitherto possessed, in England the struggle is to retain
advantages long enjoyed, but in some danger of being forfeited .
. If, for example, factories, mines, engineering shops, chemical works,
and the like, dismiss all, or nearly all, of their workpeople from
Saturday to Monday, the question which arises in the English mind is
not, "Why this almost absolute cessation of work:''' but" Wlly is it
not quite absolute. as it should be?"
.
Railways, steamboats, and other means of transport have from theIr
origin had two distinct and separate time·tables, one for the week and
the other for the Sunday; and the latter professes, at any rate, to
limit the traffic to what is absolutely necessary for keeping open public
means of communication.
The Government offices are closed; military exercises are unknown;
there is an enormous reduction of labour in the postal service; the
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dockyards are closed; and, speaking generally, the Government, as
employer, sets in this respect, a good example to other employers. But
this is no new thing, it simply represents tp"l national habit.
Exceptions may, no doubt, be easily found.
There is, in some
degree, the usual discrepancy between the real and the ideal. Religious
people take note of these exceptions, complain of them, oppose them.
But, after all, this is rather because of the infraction of a valuable
'Principle than because of an'y widely-spread mischief. Those who are
forced or enticed to take part in Sunday work, those who are induced
to take advantage of openin~8 for Sunday pleasure, form but an
exceedingly small fraction of the population.
M. 'VERCRUYSSE, whose judgment will naturally carry much weight
with this assembly, traces these characteristics of the actual English
Sunday to three main causes-the ancient religious Sunday legislation,
custom (H ce facteur si important des mOlurs anglaises "), and modern
social legislation. He appears to think that the first and last of these
have but little share in the regulation or suppression of Sunday
labour; and that, even with }'egard to the second, economic considerations are in greaL measure supplanting the influence of the religious
sentiment.
But those who have grown up in the midst of these various influences
wonld be inclined to l'egard the religious sentiment as the dominant
factor in them all. It is admittedly so as regards th.e older legislation;
iL is not less assuredly so as regards the later industrial legislation.
Those of us who have served, in whatever minor capacity, under the great
Lord SHAFTESBURY, recall with legitimate pride that he, who was certainly
a prominent leader in the religious life of England, took, 'as such, the
leading p.rt in the modern factory legislation of England, and of every
effort to emancipate the weak, and especially wOmen and children, from all
harsh conditions of labour.
And if we turn from legislation, whether ancient or modern, to that
deep-rooted C1tstom-which is admittedly the strongest influence in shaping
the lives and liberties of the English people-it will, I think, be found
that this powerful factor centres in the all but universal Engiish conviction, that the human legislation is an attempt, however imperfect, to
apyly to the varying conditions of the popular life the provisions of a
law which is regarded as Divine.
So much is this the case, that those individuals and those organizations
which attempt to secure amongst us a privileged footing for certain forms
of Sunday labour or Sunday pleasure, do not .enture to say openly:
"We decline to be bound by this law which you ca.ll Divine;" but
rather put forward the plea, that what they demand is in accordance
with a Christian interpretaticn of that law. It may, indeed, be said that
the strongest foundation of the English Sunday is "custom;" yet that
custom itself rests on a foundation stronger still-the almost universal
conviction that the Fourth Commandment (as we call it in England) is
the authorltative and practical application to human life of the abiding
principle: .• The Sabbath was made for man."
For us, the religious sentiment is not only one force amon!! many
moulding the social observance of the day, but that underlying influence"
which, in England at least, has given to every other influence its strongest
and most lasting impulses.
We point also to the results of your own inquiries in Germany. in
Austria, and in Switzerland. In each of these some little spark of religious
sentiment in regard to the Lord's Day has always glowed, in spite of the
claims of business or of pleasure; the sighs of the over-burdened, the
breath of pity, have fanned the spark into that glow of resolute purpose
which finds expression in the Reports of your own Commissioners. There
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is nothing insular in the principle of our English Sunday; why should
there be anything insular in its practical application P
It is admitted that competition among members of the same town, of the
same nationality, is the great foe to Sunday rest, and can only be
restrained by author:tative law. Does it not, then, seem reasonable that a
boon so precious for the moral and .physical welfare of humanity should be
protected from the larger competition among nations, by the frank
recognition, the careful application, of a law which claims obedience from
all nations as being Divine P
PROPOSED CONCLUSIONS.
1. There is a growing conviction among all Christian nations of the
necessity for a weekly rest.
2. There is a general persuasion that weekly rest cannot be drectively
secured without the selection of a commOn day.
3. There exists aheady among Christian nations a prevalent custom of
observing Sunday, in a greater or less degree, as a weekly day of rest
fLOm ordinary labour.
4. This custom is based on a long. standing conviction that the weekly
rest.day is a privilege, an advantage, a right, which man owes to a Divine
provision for his needs.
5. It follows that the citizens of t,hese countries do not ask from their
rulers the privilege of a partial or occasional enjoyment of a weekly day
of rest, but protection against every attempt to deprive them of whau
is already theirs by right.
6. The countries where this view of the question most generally obtains
are precisely those which have secured a maximum of Sunday rest
with a minimum of human legislation.
, 7. The recent inquiries of the Belgian Government indic!l.te that the
chief obstacle to Sunday rest is the desire of some to secure larger gains,
and the desire of others to secure selfish pleasures, at the cost of sa.cri.
ficing the Sund~y rest of their neighbours.
8. It is, therefore, in accordance with the growing convictions of ciTIlized
nations, and with the principles of a well-balanced liberty, that the
Legislature or any nation should recognise the equal right of all its
citizens to Sunday rest, and should frame and enforce laws to pre,ent
encroachment on this right, either in pursuit of gain or of plea.sure.
On behalf of the Committee of the Lord's Day Observa.nce Society,
FREDERIC PEAKE, M.A., LL.D, Secreta.,·y.
London, April, 1897.
LET us consider our calling. We do not enough dwell upon t~e
infinite love, discriminating grace, and almighty power of the Lord, la
effectually calling us poor sinners from sin, death, and. hell, to
righteousness, life, and heaven in Jesus.
What. hath the Lord
singled you out., and separated you from a world of dead sinners, to
hear His mighty voice, and to obey His loving call ~ Have you heard
the sweet, loving, and persuasive voice of the dear Shepherd saying,
"Come unto Me ~ " Remember, then, this is because you are beloved
of God. The effectual calling of Christ is the fruit of the everlasting love of God. Sinners being beloved of God and given to
Christ in eternity, must be called, must come to Christ in time. As
love infinite, everlasting, inmutable love is the cause from whence our
calling proceeds; so the end of our calling is, to believe in, put on,
For we are called to be saints in
possess, and enjoy Christ Jesus.
Him.- W. Mason.
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ADDRESS OF THE CHUROH PASTORAL AID SOCIETY
TO THE QUEEN.
To her most gracious and illustrious Majesty the QUEEN. The loyal
and dutiful address of the Memoers of the Committee :MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,-The Committee of the Church
Pastoral Aid Society humbly approach your Majesty, and desire to
express their heartfelt and loyal congratulations on this joyful occasion,
the happy completion of sixty years of your Majesty's reign.
Founded in the year immediately preceding that in which your
Majesty came to the throne, this Society has beAn ever since engaged
in its work of endeavouring to meet more effectually the spiritual needs
of our home population, by supplying additional clergy and other
qualified labourers for the overgrown parishes of the great towns of
l!.:ngland and Wales.
In this work it has raised and expended during these sixty-one
years more than 2t millions sterling, all voluntarily contributed; it has
been the means indirectly of forming 400 new parishes; and at this
present moment it is assisting by its grants 670 poor and populous
parishes, containing an aggregate population of 5t millions, and providing these with an additional staff of 692 clergy, 147 lay readers,
and 64 Bible women and Deaconesses.
The marked improvement which has been manifest in the physical
and moral condition of the industrial classes ~uring your Majesty's
reign, and in which the Committee are well assured 110 one more
unfeignedly rejoices than your Majesty, is a result due largely, they
humbly believe, to the work of this and other kindred organizations,
and to the civil and religious liberty 'Which all classes of the community have enjoyed during your Majes y's long and prosperous reign.
While, then, the Committee acknowledge, with deep gratitude to
Almighty God, the prosperity granted to our land, they pray that the
extension of British commerce, the great advance in science and
discovery, and the fuller measure of enlightenment enjoyed by all
classes of your Majesty's subjects may be increasingly hallowed by
the leavening influences of the Gospel of Ohrist. That your Majesty's
throne may be made stronger and more secure by that righteousness
which exalteth a nation, and that spirit of unselfish care on ~he
part of each for the welfare of he rest, which lies at the foundatlOn
of all true patriotism, is the earnest prayer of your Majesty's loyal and
devoted servants.
The Oommittee of the Church Pastoral Aid Society,
June 19th, 1897.
JOHN HF.NRY BUXTON, President.
EVIL conversation, strifes, and envyings are the fruits of a base
wisdom that is earthly, sensual, and devilish; but purity, meekness,
and mercy are the proper effects and certain signs of heavenly wisdom.
They that have most of this wisdom are least rigid to those that have
less of it. I know no better evidence of strength in grace than to
bear much with those that are weak in it.-Archbishop Leighton.
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'Rssing <lHunts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE Jubilee celebrations passed off in a very successful manner, nl>
untoward incident marring the hapviness of the proceedings. The whole
events, including the remarkable procession in London, will probably
be recorded in history as' a unique event; our honoured QUEEN proceeding to the chief metropolitan house of God, to return thanks for
the 1)lessings vouchsafed to her and her people during her long reign, and
welcomed by the hearty acclamations of millions of her subjects, and
accompanied by representatives of nearly aU the different parts of the
vast empire over which, by the good providence of God, she is permitted to rule. Foreign nations seem to have been deeply impressed by
the event, and they have freely confessed that no other nation, besides
the British nation, could present such a spectacle to the world. But it
seemed as if, at the great n\lval review which took place at Spithead,
we were nationally reminded that we only hold our power and prestige
by Divine permission; for a terrific storm came on, and amidst the
thunder of the elements, which was louder than the roar of the heaviest
artillery, and. amidst the flashing of the lightning, and the raging of
the waves, man might well be reminded of his own impotence, and
realize that a heavier storm, if it wer.e allowed to arise, might easily
scatter even that powerful fleet-supposed to be the most powerful that
the world has ever seen gathered together-and dash it to pieces.
. A VERY pleasing circumstance connected with the Jubilee has been
the goodwill manifested by our colonial dependencies towards the mother
country. That goodwill has been manifested not only by many kind
speeches, and by the visit of a large number of colonial ma.gnates and
representatives to our shores, but also by the strongest assurances of
loyalty and union; and in one caSe, that of Cape Colony, by the
magnificent offer of a first-class ironclad, costing something like a
million 'of money, to be added to the Imperial navy. This represents
a spirit which deserves to be fostered and encouraged, for the more
clearly our colonies and our people can see that our mutual interests
are' bound up with one another, and that it is for our mutual benefit
that we should be as closely as possible united t·o one another, the
better. A complete and firmly-formed federation of all our colonies
with the mother country would be one of the best guarantees for the
peace of the world, for the maintenance of our national power, and for
the extension of our commerce.
SOME ser;ous disturbances have taken place in Calcutta and Poonah,
but happily they were' soon checked. They arose through some misunderstanding on the part of the native popUlation relative to their
ideas of caste and religious privileges. It must be extremely difficult
for the authorities to avoid running counter at times to those ideas,
forthey are very varied and peculiar. When a plague, for example,
breaks out, many of the natives would far sooner allow it to run its
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course, and incur the penalty of the most frightful mortality, than
allow their houses to be ir.spected, or submit to the enforcement of
sanitary precautiom. The effective control of so many different races
in our Indian domiilions is no easy matter j they require a very firm,'
although gentle hand.
GREECE is in an: unhappy condition still. The procrastinating
has not yet agreed to the terms proposed for peace, and at
the time at which we write, his troops still have possession of the'
iinportant province of Thessaly. The harvest is ripening there, but
the Greeks are not allowed to reap it" and consequently ruin stares'
numbers of them in the face.
SULTAN

A SAD calamity has occurred in Essex. A storm of exceptional
severity, accompanied with torrents of heavy hailstones, suddenly burst
upon the chief part of the county, and in about a quarter of an hour
damage was done to the estimated amount of £250,000. Windows,
roofs, greenhouses, shrubs, .and branches of trees were broken to pieces,
crops were levelled with the ground, and they were so much injured
that they are not worth gathering. Ooming, as this does, after several
years of critical circumstances for the agriculturist.s, it is a very heavy
trial. A Government Inspector, Mr. JOH~ BIRD, has visited the afflicted
district, and he has drawn up a graphic report giving details of the
damage done. One extremely hard case is mentioned of a man, who,
having saved a small amount of money out of his wages as head
gardener to a gentleman, rented a small plot of ground, and purchased.
for a low price a disused brickyard on which he put up some glasshoUl,es,
where he grew a large and varied stock for the Manchester and north
country markets. On the morning of the storm he had just paid the
balance of an account for building a new plant house, in whiCh nearly
every square of glass was broken. He had also a fine house of grapes, but,
owing to injury to the roof, mildew has set in and this year's crop will
be valueless, even if the vines are not permanently injured, which is
very much feared. The damage is so considerable that the poor fellow
is afraid that he will not be able to tide over it j but, notwithstanding
all his loss, he is energetically repairing the glass in the roofs, and says:
"I must start again, but if I could get a little help, however small, it·
would be a great service." At Writtle, on a farm of 130 acres, rented
at 30s per acre, the whole of the crops, consisting of 15t acres of wheat,
12 acres of oats, 10 acres of peas, 30 acres of barley, together with roots
and potatoes, have been destroyed. On the morning of the storm the
occupier said at breakfast, "We shall have a year that will set us up,"
and at night he and his wife, who are hard-working, industrious people,
were in the depths of despair. They said, "We are on the bottom, and
it is a question if we don't remain there; but we mean to make an effort,
and in any circumstances we shall not have to work harder than we
have done." A farm at lngatestone, belonging to Wadham Oollege, has
suffered very severely. Of 33 acres of wheat, eight acres of barley, five
acres of beam, 20 acres of oats, and 10 acres of mangolds, al.l are
destroyed except the mangolds, which are hardly out of the ground,-and
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it is hoped that they may produce half a crop. The farmhouse is
partly stripped; every pane on the south-west side is broken; the garden
is wrecked, and the fruit trees are injured by the hailstones cutti~g
the bark. On the lawn in front of the house there are brge holes Ul
which one could lay a hen's e~g, where the hailstones fell; and the
unfortunate farmer sa,ys: "I don't know what to do with the
land. I cannot plough the straw in, and I shrink from the expense of
cutting it. I shall have no harvest. I shall have plenty of firewood;
but I fear I shall not have much meat to C00k. I must sell my stock,
and I fear I must discharge my men. I could not estimate the damage,
nor will it be known for two years, and at that time I mayn't be here·
to see." A fund for the relief of the sufferers by the storm has been
opened by the Lord Mayor of London, at the Mansion House; but it will
require a large sum to meet the different cases adequately j and this year
has been one of such exceptional expenditure and liberal contributions
to many worthy objects in connection with the Jubilee celebrations,
that it seems very doubtful whether that large sum can be obtained.
THE Church Missionary Society has received a ,ery interesting docu.
ment from Central Africa, namely, a letter from the KI~G of TORO,
asking that more teacheril may be sent to him. The letter is
addressed "To the Elders of the. Church in Europe." KASAGA1\1A,
King of Toro, was baptized at Mengo on March 15 h, 1 96, and h~
received the name of "DAUDI," or DAVID. He is described by Bishop
TUCKER as being "a remarkably able and in elligen man,"" full of
zeal and energy." In his letter he says :-' I greet you very much in
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us on the cross to make us
children of God. How are you, sirs 7 I am DAUDI (David) KASAGAMA, King of Toro. The reason why I commence to tell you that is
because I wish you to know me welL God our Father gave me the
kingdom of Toro to reign over for Him, therefore I write to you, my
brethren, to beseech you to remember me and to pray for m'l every day,
all the days. I praise my Lord very, very much indeed for the words
of the Gospels He brought into my country, and you, my brothers, I
thank you for sending teachers to come here to teach Uil such beautiful
words. I therefore tell you that I want very much, God giving me
strength, to arrange all the matters of this country for Him only, that
all my people may understand that Christ J esns He is the Saviour of
all countries, and that He is the King of all kings. Therefore, sirs, I
tell you that I have built a very large church in my capital, and we
call it 'The Church of St. John.' Also that very many people come
every day into the church to learn the 'Words of Life '-perhaps a
hundred and fifty; also on Sunday they are very many who come to
,vorship God our Father in His holy Church, and to praise Him. I also
tell you that in the gardem near here we have built six: churches. The
people of this place have very great hunger indeed for the' Bread of
Life;' many die every day while still in their sins because they do not
hear the Gospel. The teachers are few, ana those who wish to read
many. Therefore, sirs, my dear friends, have pity upon my people, in
great darkness; they do not know where they are going. Also, I want
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to tell you that there are very many heathen nations close to my
coubtry-Abakonjo, Abamba, Abahoko, Abasagala, Abasongola, Abaega,
and many others in darkness. We heard that now in Uganda there are
English ladies; but, sirs, here is very great need for ladies to come and
teach our ladies. I want very, very much that they come. Also, my
friends, help us every day in your prayers. I want my country to be a
strong lantern that is not put out, in this land of darkness. Also I
wish to make dear friends in Europe, because we are one in Christ
Jesus our Saviour. Now, good-by, my dear friends. God be with you
in all your decisions.-I am your friend who loves you in JeSlU!,
DAUDI KASAGA1I1A."

;;

A STARTLING announcement has just been made that some new
"Logia," or sayings of our Lord, discovered in connection with the
Egyptian Exploration Fund, are about to be published to the world.
They are contained 011 one piece of papyrus 5! inches by 3&- inches, a
well-preserved leaf of a book. It is stated that while this collection
of sayings may have been made even earlier than the beginning of the
second century, the writing itself (very clear uncials) may be said with
:olerable certainty to be not later than the third century, or at least
one hundred years older than any MS. of the Gospels. The Logia are
detached sayings without context, emphatic and precise in character.
Each verse begins with the words, "Jesus sai~h." Some are unlike
those in the Gospels, others have their parallel in the New Testament,
but the phraseology differs. Compared with the sayings recorded 1Yy
the Synoptic Evangelists, these sayings are most like those handed
down by St. Luke. These are certainly not paragraphs of those that are
supposed to have been behind St. Matthew, but of probably an early
collection similar in character to that which the Evangelist is believed
to have made. Biblical students will peruse them with much interest.
A cheap edition is to be issued as well as an expensive one.
THE Sunday Society has made a fresh attempt to secularize the Lord's
Day, and brought, by means of Lord HOBHOUSE, a bill into the House
of Lords to alter the Sunday Act of 1781. It was defeated, but only
by the narrow majority of seventeen, so that in all probability the
attempt will soon be renewed. The Act which is thus sought to be
repealed may be a very antiquated one, but there is certainly great risk
in setting aside the few restrictions which our forefathers saw fit tomake respecting keeping holy the abbath Day, and in some r~spects
we want more restrictions rather than less. For example, at the last
half-yearly meeting of the Great Western Railway Company, Mr. HARRY
CURTIS NISBET presented a memorial, signed by 803 proprietors, against
the Sunday carriage of goods and minerals, and in opposition to the
facilities given for travel to theatrical companies and the National;
Sunday League. Mr. NISllET pointed out that between five hundred
and seven hundred goods trains were running overy Sunday on the
Great Western system of rail. He declared this to be an excessive
and unnecessary Sunday traffic, and a violatioll of the law of God with
regard to a day of rest; an injustice and discouragement to the Com-
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pany's servants, who are obliged to accept as a condition of employment
this Sunday labour; and an injury to the consciences of the directors
and managers, as well as to the very fabric and rolling stock and
machinery of the railway itself. Also, at the half-yearly meeting of the
London and North Western Railway C<,>mpany, a similar memorial was
presented by Major MACKINLAY, who made the important announcement that by vote of the Federal Chamber, Sunday goods traffic has
been abolished throughout Switzerland; and although the Swiss railway
companies had at ,first declared tha~ it would be i~possible to carry
,out the prohibition, it has been carried out without inconvenience, and
'to the eatisfaction of all. Since Switzerland set this good example a
similar cessation of the Sunday carriage of goods has taken place in
Alsace-Lorraine, Hesse, Bavaria, and Prussia. It is even asserted that
Austria is preparing to walk in the same path. Belgium began in
1889 to diminish its Sunday traffic in the carriage of goods, and has
gradually reduced the number of its Sunday goods trains from 1,640
till there remain now only 11 regular and 127 conditional trains conveying goods on Sundays, the latter running only when required.
Major MACKINLAY confessed that it ought not to be a happy thought
to us that, among railway men of the goods service in some parts of
the Continent, Sunday was more truly a day of rest than in England,
and he made an earnest appeal to Lord Sr.ALBRIDGE, the Chairman, to
lessen the Sunday, traffic still further than it is lessened on the London
and North-Western system. In reply his Lordship declared that the
officials had always done, and they were still doing, wha they could
to diminish Sunday labour, but he held out no hope tha any more
would be done;
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE:i\l)
OCTITY.
A LARGE number of friends assembled at the Hornsey Rise Asylum on
.July 3rd, the fine weather and the beautiful grounds affording an excellent opportunity for many pleasant reunions among those gathered
irom distant points. This, the twenty-seventh anniversary, has many
hallowed memories associated with it; not a few present thought of
the last visit of the late revered Editor, and others spoke with pleasure
of the good words the present beloved Editor was enabled to speak on
{lne of these occasions. The greater number of the 120 pensioners of
the Society, dwelling in this beautiful Home, joined the vLitors, and a
'happy season of Christian intercourse was enjoyed, A sermon was
preached in the Asylum Chapel in the afternoon, by the Rev. D. L.
JOHN SON, M.A" Rector of Peldon, Colchester, from Romans xvi. 20.
The discourse was eminently suitable to the. occasion, and proved a
word in season to those present. It the evening, the Rev. J. W.
WREN, of Bedford, preached from Phillppians ii. 6 to 11. His testimony proved helpful and instructive. Both preachers pleaded earnestly
fo'r -increased support for an Institution, founded on such scriptural and
undenominational lines; During the day the lady visitors held a sale
of work'on behalf vf the Benevolent Fund for aiding sick inmates.
'The results were very satisfactory. Goods remaining over will be disposed of at the usual winter sale in November.
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The Biblical Illustrator. 1 and 2 Peter. By the Rev. JOSEPH S. EXELL,
M.A. London: J ames Nisbet and Co.
ANOTHER instalment of this most useful and valuable work. This
volume, like' its predecessors, is full of interesting, suggestive, and
helpful matter. For example :-" Love as brethTen, be lJitij1tl, be COU1·teous." -1. Some qualities of Brotherly Love. 1. It is a peculiar
and Divine principle. 2. It is comprehensive and universal. 3. It
,should be sincet;e and fervent. 4. It must be constant and permanEnt.
n. The way in which it should be manifested. 1. It will produce
unani¥J.ity. 2. It will lead to the exercise of compassion and sympathy.
3. It will be regulated by Chr~stian conrtesy. 4. It should be. mani·
:fested by Christians in their uniting in social exercises of devotion,
and in the public worship of God.-(Essex Remembrancel'.). Chr.istian
O'oU1tesy.-The words" courtesy" and" courteousness" are derived from
the term "court," and are used, in their primitive sense, to describe
that refinement of ~rs which prevails in the palaces of princes
and distinguishes the inbrcourse of the great. Courtesy unquestionably
refers to all that belongs to affability of manner in intercourse with one
another; but Christian courtesy involves along with it the internal
princip.le from which that affability should proceed . . . . • It has been
~al1ed "benevolence in trifles "-a care in little things in words and
manner and ~cts, by minute attention, to guard the' feelings and
to consult the comfort and happiness of others. • • • When the
writer was a boy, there was in his neighbourhood a stable where a
troublesome horse was kept. This horse had a most inveterate habit
()£ kicking. His owner, however, took care always to explain that
though his horse was a furious kicker, "it did not mean anything."
Poor consolation certainly to anyone who received a kick-that the
horse had no particular illwill to him! I It was jnst a way it had!
Since we grew up to manhood, we have discovered that the quadruped
in questiou was the, type of many bipeds. Some Chril,tians have a
genial disposition which falls like sunshine on all around them. Such
a man was WILBERFORCE; we wish there were more of this class"Gentle unto all men, apt to teach; patient." "He is a good man at
bottom, but has a troublesome. temper," is a characteristic which' has
many representatives in the' Church. And for such the apology is
usually made that "it is just their way!" Their way, forsooth! and
is that all that grace is doing in them ~ There is certainly much to
annoy in this world of ours. We are engaged, for instance, in some
matter of business which requires concentration of thought, when we
.are interrupted by a visitor whose business is of the most commonplace
description. We feel a rising irritation at the unreasonable intrusion,
but the text, "Be pitiful, be courteous,", forces us into complacency,
.and we are the better for the lesson. Or we are. enjoying _that very
pleasant thing, a busy leisure, say on some quiet Saturday evening,
when some acquaintance for whom we have no particular: ,esteem looks
in, "just to pass an hour or two, knowing that we are not likely to
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be particularly engaged." This is a little provoking, no doubt, and
we are apt to give our visitor a very cold shake of the hand, till,
"Be pitiful, be courteous," sounds in our conscience, and we perhaps
discover' at the close or the evening that we have had a valuable
opportunity for giving and getting advice. Did either of these visitors
intend to annoy us 1 No, by no means. The iuconvenience in both
cases arose from ourselves, and not from our visitors. How very
unreasonable, therefore, would it have been in us to get angry at them,
and send them away smarting under some cutting words, in all likelihood
to be our enemies for ever after! One advice we would give; it is the
result of experience. If you are really so engaged that you cannot
afford a visitor a few minutes' conversation, tell him so. Do it plainly,
frankly, politely; and you may be sure that he will be thankful to
you foi' preventing bim intruding unreasonably on your time.We
pass, however, to another class of cases. IVe remember hearing it said
of a manager of a bank, who died many years ago, that he could
say "no" with a better grace than most men could say "yes." He
Bpoke what was painful in the least painful manner possible. How
much does usefulness in the world depend upon manner! Often have
we seen a harsh ma!!ner destroy much good. And living examples
there are everywhere of Ohristian men who would have done much
good but for that abominable manner of theirs. No doubt there is an
opposite extreme-a silky, whining, namby-pambyism, which in the
eyes of all 'sensible people is despised, as silly and suspicious. Thi~,
however, is much rarer than the bad manner-the icy coldness, or
suspecting distance, or rudeness of the rough Ohristian. Some years
ago a friend 'of ours was in,' an omnibus passing from the heart of
our city to one of the suburb~. The omnibus stopped to pick up a
passenger, who, being welcomed by the others, was evidently well known
and esteemed. Our friend admired the hearty old man,' who had a
kind word for everybody; .and his kind words were evidently considered compliments, though spoken in broad Scotch. From some words
that dropped from him, he was evidently a man of unusual talent,
and a Ohristian. Our friend wondered who he could be, and all the
more as the unknown, with the most polite attention, gave a poor
servant girl some information which she desired about a house sh&
had been told to call at. Who could this loveable yet mysterious stranger
be 1 It was Dr. OHALMERS. The genial old man had room in his large
heart-for sympathy and kindness to all.-CD. Dickson.)
Midsummer Volumes of Hand and Heart, Home WO'rds, and the Day af
Days. London: Home Words Office.
MOST attractive-looking volumes, tastefully got up, and full of illustrations and of interesting and instructive matter. Most suitable for
holiday and seaside gifts and reading.

A Literary Gmt. By COULSON KERNAHAN. London;
Ward, Lock, and 00.
A STARTLINGLY realistic description of the feelings, struggles, and awful
experience of a dipso·maniac.

