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\VP.O comforteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd."-2 GOR. i. 4.

THINGS 'WORTH HAVING.
"All are yam's; and ye al'e Ohrist's; and Clu'ist tS God's."1 CORIKTfPA:\"S iii. 22, 23.
To the natural mi,lld that most glorious saying of the Apostle
PAUL'S, "As having nothing, and yet possessing all things," must
ever remain an inexplicable enigma. The only idea of " good things"
conceivable in the mind of unregenerate man is such as pertains to
time and seme, to things transient and fleshly. The godless rich
man, in the parable,' thought he lacked nothing when he could say,
"Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine
ease, eat, drink, and be merry" (Luke xii. 19). And, llO doubt,
that other wealthy worldling, at \rhose gates lay GOD'S poor LAZARUS,
compared-withunalloyed satisfaction-his own luxurious lot and the
"evil things" which comprised the present portion of the abject saint
of the MOST HIGH! The ""orld's conception of happiness is found in
the soliloquy of the graceless millionaire, "Rest, eat, drink, feast! "
But, in eternal' contrast with this false ideal of happiness stands
"the lot of the righteous." The spiritually minded man sees through
the illusion which nature sets up, and apprehends above and beyond
it the "true riches," the "durable riches" 'which by an everlasting
Covenant are laid up in the glorified CHRIST at the right hand of
GOD. There his affections are set.
The earthly experience of the LORD JESUS, as SOli of Mall, also
affords the SPIRI'l'-taught disciple an all-instructive lesson. That lesson,
is one of contentment. The believer is satisfied through grace, to be " as ".
his lowly Master, and" as" his humbled LORD. He learns of Him, the
needy ONE, to be content with such things as he has, and to find his,
meat and drink in pleasing his FATHER in 'heaven. In the spirit of
the appended lines, he is willing to go outside the camp to find his
adorable LORD in the place of worldly" reproach," and to be conformed,
to His marred likenessBIRDS have their quiet nest,
FOl\:es their holes, and man his peaceful bed;
All creatures have their rest.But JESUS had not where to lay H:s lie:1d.
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Winds have their hour of calm,
And wa.ves, to slumber on the voiceless deep;
Eve hath its breath of balm,
To hush all senses and all sounds to sleep.
The wild deer hath his lair,
The homeward flocks the shelter of their shed;
All have their rest from care,But JESUS had not where to lay His head.
And yet He came to give
The weary and the heavy-laden rest;
To bid the sinner live,
And soothe our griefs to slumber on His breast.
What, then, am T, my God,
Permitted thus the paths of peace to tread?
Peace, purchased by the blood
Of Him who had not where to lay His head!
I, who once made Him grieve;
I, who once bade His gentle Spirit mourn;
Whose hand essayed to weave
For His meek brow the cruel crown of thorn;-

o why should I have peace?
Why? but for that unchanged, undying love,
Which would not, could not cease,
Until it made me heir of joys above.
Yes! but for pardoning grace,
I feel I never should in glory see
The brightness of that face,
That once was pale and agonized for me!
Let the birds seek their nest,
Foxes their holes, and man his peaceful bed;
Come, SA.VIOUR, in my' breast
Deign to repose Thine oft-rejected head!
Come! give me rest, and take
The only rest on earth Thou lovest,-within
A heart, that for Thy sake
Lies bleeding, broken, penitent for sin.
Thus found in heart-fellowship with JESUS, the patient disciple
enters into a happy realization of "the things which are not seen" by
the natural man. He" endures," like MOSES, "as seeing Him who is
invisible."
Surely this is that solitary path of spiritual experience to which
JOB referred when he d~clared, "There is a path which no fowl
knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not seen: the lion's
whelps have not trodden it, nor the the fierce lion passed by it"
(Job xxviii. 7, 8). And again, "Whence then cometh wisdom 7 and
where is the place of understanding 7 seeing it is hid from the eyes
of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air" (verses
20, 21). The true sphere in which lives" the new man" is "the
mind of CHRIST." As a living writer has expressed it, "Nothing

The Gospel Magazine.

507

short of the 'mind' of the HEAD must be the 'mind' of the
member; and then the glory of the HEAD (so it is implied) shall be
shed hereafter upon the member too: 'I will grant to him to sit
with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down
with My FATHER in His throne.''' It was for the joy lying before
Him that JESUS endured a cross, despising shame, and looked to
sit down at the right hand of JEHOVAH, His Father's throne! The
inheritance, reserved in heaven for those who are invincibly guarded
by the omnipotence of GOD, may well serve to cheer their spirits
under the burden of a present cross.
The joy set before the eye
of faith in the promises of GOD'S most sure Word is a sufficiently
substantial reality to more than compensate the believer for "the
loss of all things" to which poor blind human nature fondly clings.
The charter of his Covenant salvation is brief, but infinitely comprehensive, "All are yOUTS" and ye are CHRIST'S; and CHRIS1' is
GOD'S." Union of life with Him who is appointed "Heir of all
things" makes the quickened sinner a joint-heir, and insures
to him an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading.
"All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself
by JESUS CHRIST." Our title is clear and not open to challenge
by the law, the world, the flesh, or the devil.
Oh, brethren
in CHRIST, " What shall we say to these things ~ If GOD be for us,
who can be against us ~
He that spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things 7" (Rom. viii. 31,32). Oh, let us adoringly con·
template the rich free grace whence originated this" great salvation."
Let us also have in remembrance "the exceeding great love
of our Master, and only Saviour JESUS CHRIST, thus dying for us,
and the innumerable benefits which by His blessed blood-shedding
He hath obtained to us."
Let us seek increase of grace to follow
Him with all the heart, under all circumstances, and at all costs.
Well might it be written of those who are found in such a case,
"Happ.y art thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by
the LORD, the shield of thy help, and who is the sword of thy
excellency! and thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; and
thou shalt tread upon their high places." Let the eye of faith often
run over the written pages of the abiding Word, where are catalogued
the "things that accompany salvation," the unsearchable riches of
the all-full, ever-full CHRIST of GOD. Think, oh, child of grace, how
boundless a portion is implied in that one utterance-" Everlasting
Life"! That is thine! He that hath the risen SON of GOD hath
life-eternal life-and can never perish. He who hath redemption in
CHRlS']' JESUS, through His blood, hath forgiveness of all sins. There
is now no condemnation for thee "in Him."
The justifying
righteousness of Christ, like" a wedding garment," qualifies thee for
a seat at the King's banqueting table. "Now the righteousness of
GOD without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and
the prophets: even the righteousness of GOD, which is by faith of JESUS
'CHRIST, unto all and upon all them that believe" (Rom. iii. 21, 22).
•, He brought me to the banqueting house, and His banner over me
202
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,vas love" (Song ii. 4). A glorious High Priest and Advocate with
the FATHER stands eminent among the possessions of GOD-favoured
sinners. " If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the FATHER,
JESUS CHRIST the righteous, and He i~ the propitiation for our sins"
(1 John ii. 1, 2).
Then, too, it is written among the precious
properties of the people of God, "Ye have an unction from the
HOLY ONE" (1 John ii. 20). The· indwelling SPIRIT of life, and
light, and holiness secures the pilgrim believer a safe passage through
"this present evil world," and ministers to him "abundantly" an
entrance "into the everlasting kingdom of our LORD and SAVlOUR JESUS
CHRIST." And" when this passing world is done," the thus" kept"
soul shall realize in possession that which now is only apprehended by
faith in the promise-an abiding place in the FATHER'S house on high.
"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of GOD, an house not illade with
hands, eternal in the heavens" (2 Cor. v. 1). And we likewise
"know" that when the adored Object of our faith and love "shall
appear, we shall be like Him. for we shall see Him as He is"
(1 John iii. 2).
These are indeed "things worth having"! In a far higher sense
than that in which PAUL penned the original sentence, we can
each exultingly and praisefully say, "I have all, and abound"!
CHRIST is ours, and all things are His.
"All things that the
FATHER hath are Mine," saith He, and then--speaking of the HOLY
SPIRIT-" He shall take of Mine, and shall show it unto you."
"CHRIST is GOD'S." All that the SON has and is, as ~fediator,
belongs with propriety to the FATHER. Yes," He is GOD'S to honour
and to glorify with endless blessings, the satisfying fruit of the travail
of His soul; even as He was GOD'S to deliver for our sakes when, as
the LAMB without blemish, He gave Himself to death for our sins."
JESUS is "the CHRIST of GOD." He calls Him "His Anointed "-and
"His CHRIST" (Psalm ii. 2; Rev. xi. 15). Thus, the climax of the
blessedness of a redeemed people is reached. GOD Himself-the
Triune JEHOVAH-is the ultimate" Inheritance of the Saints." As the
Psalmist, long sinc~, bare witness, "'Vhom have I in heaven but
Thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee. My
flesh and my heart faileth; but GOD is the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever."
So to-day, and ever, must the
Church of the Firstborn pour forth her longing desires, for to hel'
" CHRIST is All," and CHRIST is indeed enough. His infinite fulness
more than suffices to meet all her demerits and deficiencies. In the delectable stanzas of the Rev. JOHN MAsoK (Rector of Water-Stratford,
Bucks)-penned two centuries ago-we may well conclude our
meditation, beloved fellow-heirs of the kingdom"I've found the Pearl of greatest
price,
My heart doth sing for joy;
And sing. I must, a Christ I
haveo what a Christ have I!

"Christ is a Prophet, Priest and
King;
A Prophet full of light,
A Priest that stands 'twixt God
and man,
A King that rules with might,
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.. My Christ, He is the Lord of
lords,
He is the King of kings;
He is the Sun of righteoUsness,
With healing in His wings.
,. My Christ, He is the Tree of
life,
Who in God's garden grows,
Whose fruit does feed, whose
leaves do heal;
My Christ is Sharon's Rose.
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"Christ is my meat, Christ is my
drink,
My medicine, and my health,
My peace, my strength, my joy,
my crown,
My glory, and my wealth.
"Christ is my father, and my
friend,
My brother, and my love,
My head, my hope, my counsellor,
My advocate above.

"My Christ, He is the heaven of heavens,
My Christ what shall I call?
My Christ is first, my Christ is last,
My Christ is All in all!"
Both for living and for dying, brethren. it is well, for, "All are
yours; and ye are CHRIST'S; and CHRIST is GOD'S."
THE EDITOR.
CO~FORT

AND COUNSEL.

GRACE, mercy, and peace be with you; I am well, my Lord Jesus
is kinder to me than ever He was. It pleaseth Him to dine and
sup with His affiicted prisoner; a Kingf~asteth me, and His
spikenard casteth a sweet smell. Put Christ's. love to the trial, and
put upon it our burdens, and then it will appear love indeed; we
employ not His love, and therefore we know it not. I verily count
the sufferings of my Lord more than this' world's lustred and overgilded glory. I dare not' say but my Lord Jesus hath fully recompensed my sadness with His joys, my los'les with His own presence.
I find it a sweet and rich thing to exchange my sorrows with
Christ's joys, my affiictions 'With that sweet peace I have with
Himself. Go on, my dear brother, in the strength of the Lord, not
fearing man. Let us be faithful, and care for own part, which is
to do and suffer for Him, and lay Christ's part on Himself, and
leave it there. Duties are ours, events are the Lord's. When our
faith goeth to meddle with events, and to hold a court upon G9d'S
providence, and beginneth to say, "How wilt Thou do this or that'"
we lose ground. We have nothing to do there. It is our part to
let the Almighty exercise His own office, and steer His own helm.
There is nothing left to us, but to see how we may be approved
of Him, and how we may roll the weight of our weak souls in
well-doing upon Him who is God Omnipotent.-S. Rutherford.
I AM as well as a prisoner of Christ can be, feasted and made fat
with the comforts of God. Christ's kisses are made sweeter to my
soul than ever they were. I would not change my Master with all-the
kings of clay upon the earth.
Oh, my Well-beloved is altogether
lovely and loving.\ I care not what flesh can do.-S. Ruthe1jord.

510

The Gospel Magazine.

WHAT HAS THE LORD DONE FOR M:E1
" Come and hear, all ye that jea1' God, and I will declare what He
hath done jar my soul."-PSAL)f lxvi. 16.
IT is well for grace-saved sinners to have in continual remembrance,
and also to recount often, the past dealings of their Covenant God
and Father. It is well every way. It glorifies the Lord, it stirs
up a spirit of praise in the heart, and it quickens hope and
courage for the future. Morever, as the practical knowledge of
God's great salvation deepens in His children, they learn to value
more feelingly the freeness of the free favour which placed them
among the number of the living family and household of faith. To
bear testimony to the exceeding riches of the Divine mercy which
sought them out of a fallen world, and brought them into the folel
of Christ, is, to such, a delightful occupation, while it tends to lead
others into the blessed truth of the Gospel. Dear Christian reader,
are there not seasons in your spiritual experience when the heart
is constrained to break silence in such grateful strains as these 1"Pause, my soul! adore, and wonder!
Ask, '0 why such love to me? '
Grace hath put me in the number
Of the Saviour's family;
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks, to Thee!"
Do not times occur when it seems almost beyond belief that eve1'Y
sin has been indeed blotted out of the book of infinite justice, to
be remembered by God no more-no more, for ever and ever 1
Yet, these abasements of heart and mind graciously pre-dispose us
to take up the Apocalyptic song, "Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen." Nothing acts upon our
consciences and affections so potently as a lively apprehension of
the love of the crucified Lamb of God in taking our guilty place, and
enduring exhaustively the wrath of holy justice due to our sins.
"He loved me, and gave Himself jar me," is the summing up of
the experience of every true believer, of each brand plucked out of
the fires of the wrath to come! Eternity itself will afford full
scope for the utterance of those praises which the redeemed of
the Lord would fain pour forth now!
" Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what
He hath done for my soul."
To a Spirit-enlightened sinner the interests of the soul are supreme
interests. By the natural man spiritual concerns are either deliberately
ignored or not even taken into account. The vast masses of mencomprising all classes of society-are at this hour living as though
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they possessed liO souls, were under no responsibility to spiritual
la,w, and would never be called to a final account at the bar of their
Maker! Nor would anyone of us, if left unenlightened by the Spirit
of grace, adequately consider his eternal interests; for, by the fall, our
race lost all true appreciation of the enormity of sin, and all right
apprehension of the righteous claims and holy character of God. The
work of the Spirit, however, makes all the difference, and, when once
He breathes life into the dead, the momentousness of the soul's concerns asserts itself with overwhelming reality.
It was as a living soul the Psalmist called upon all who feared the
Lord to " come and hear" his narrative of spiritual experience. And
only sueh can enter with sympathy and delight into a rehearsal of the
ways of God in the hearts of His elect people. Vital religion is not
a subject in which either the worldling or the formalist takes an
interest. Like" Mr. Talkative," in BUNYAN'S Pil[j1'irn's P1'ogress, such
characters are always found at a nonplus when the inward operations
of the Holy Ghost become the topic of conversation among the members of the family of God. A chill falls upon the spirits of the
experienced followers in "the footsteps of the flock" in presence of
these graceless professors of the name of Christ. Thus, then, the
Psalmist sought his auditory among the faithful-among those who
not only" named the name" of the Holy One, but also departed from
iniquity. How true are the words of Mr. HART" A form of words, though e'er so
sound,
Can never save a soul;
The Holy Ghost must give the
wound,
And make the wounded whole.

"Though God's election be :1
truth,
Small comfort there I see,
Till I am told, by God's own
mouth,
That He has chosen 11U.

"Sinners, I read, are justified
By faith in Jesus' blood;
But when to me it is applied,
'Tis then it does me good."
Those souls whose highest enjoyment is in communion with God
find their real highest delight in the communion of His saints.
"Come and hear, all ye that fear God." Such fellowship affords
refreshing brooks by the way on the Zionward pilgrimage, anJ is
dearly cherished by the church in the wilderness. To sit down at
the wayside, as it were, and there compare the various leadings of
our loving heavenly Father, beget in the soul a readiness to break
forth into Zion's songs and to utter a psalm of thanksgiving to the
praise of Him who causes all things to work together for good to
them who are called according to His purpose. They tell of His
everlasting love, His choosing purpose, His redeeming mercy, His
calling grace, His long-suffering tenderness, His preserving power,
His unerring counsels, His faithful promi~es, His cleansing blood,
His indwelling Spirit, His instructing guidance, His abounding
consolations, and the blessed prospects of approaching glory and
rest in the presence of their God and the Lamb. These are among
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"the chief things of the ancient mountains, and the precious
things of the lasting hills" (Deut. :xxxiii. 15).. Oh, brethren, it is
surely a profitable employment thus to consider the things .which
are freely given to us of God, through our adorable Covenant Surety
and Head, and to trace all up to their fountain head in the Triune
Jehovah. Let us, then, be greatly occupied in this holy exercise of
telling forth the wondrous things which have been performed
for our salvation, and the blessedness they have begotten in our
souls. Let us seek grace to follow the happy example of David, and
adopt his resolve when he testified :-" I will bless the Lord at
all times: His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My r81ml
shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall hear thereof,
and be glad. 0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name
together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears. They looked unto Him, and were lightened j their
faces were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard
him, and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel. of the
Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them. 0 taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that
trusteth in Him. 0 fear the Lord, ye His saints j for there is n0
want to them that fear Him. The young lions do lack and suffer
hunger: but they that Reek the Lord shall not want any good thing.
Come, ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach you the fear of
the Lord." It is in a jJe:lfu1'1ning God that faith finds her rest. Her
lips testify-and her ,ictorious past confirms the wisdom of her
resolve-" I will cry unto God :JIost High j unto God that jJerformeth
all things for me" (Psalm l,ii. 2). The Lord perfects His promises
by performing them to the full. Some one has said, "Grace makes
the promises, and Providence the payment." A mighty persuasion of
the fidelity of God to His Covenant pledges makes the believer more
than conqueror in presence of his many and mighty adversaries.
He is confident that "neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature" is able to sever the
weakest member of Christ's mystical body from Himself, the risen,
glorified, everlasting Head. The quenchless love of God burns as an
eternal flame-like the holy fire on the Jewish altar, which never
went out-and the favoured objects of the Divine affection are well
certified that, whatever betide them in time, an advent of cloudless
sunshine awaits them at the coming again of Him who is all their
salvation, and all their desire!
" We expect a bright t{)-morrow,
All will be well;
Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
All, all is well!
On our Father's love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
Both in living and in dying,
All ID ust be well! "

Clijton.

J. O.
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"WHERE HAS'!' THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
(ESTHER iL)
(Continued from page 447.)

BESIDE what has been said of Vashti's conduct, one solemn thought
came "upon my bed." She represents to us the life of a mere
woman of the world, taken up with her sphere in it" occupied
entertaining her guests, displaying to them her own personal attractions and accomplishments, the appointments of the house (emphatically spoken of by inspiration as belonging to the great king-she
and all in it not her own); exhibiting her taste in embellishing it,
and decorating tables, as well as her skill in catering for them delicately; entertaining her visitors at receptions, dinners, reunions j discoursing with them of the newest fashions, latest novels, recent
betrothals or weddings, gossip and scandal. J:~ 0 wonder when thus
engrossed there is unwillingness to obey the king's servant sent to
call her, but plenty of excuses not to come into His COU7·tS, nor any
desire to enter into His presence-chamber or see His face. " She
came not." There is, however, one .sable eunuch of the king's servants more distasteful than the rest, following the others by-and-by,
who will not be put off, however strongly resisted, He conveys the
mandate forbidding her ever to enter the king's presence again, the
sentence which involves eternal banishment: "Who shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of His power, when He shall come to be glorified in His
saints, and to be admired in all them that believe."
There are some, however, who, according to their position in life,
social status, and what are called the refinements of society, are not
able altogether to detach themselves from such surroundings and
claims upon their ti~e and atteution, who are "in the world" yet
"not of the world j" whose hearts are not absorbed by its frivolities
nor their minds enslaved by the sphere in which they necessarily
move. Vashti was not wrong in making a feast to all the women in
Shushan, according to the state of the king, when her lord and husband
was royally entertaining his people.
If her heart had been right
with him there would have been a joyous response to his summons
to come to him, a delighting to do his will, and leave all else at
his good pleasure and command.
Thus, a child of God may be
occupied of necessity in showing hospitality to those with whom there
is no " fellowship of kindred minds," no heart-to-heart communion or
spiritual converse. The state essential to a queen cannot always he
dispensed with, nor suitable entertainment of guests shirked. There
is a gracious provision for Christ's disciples in all circumstances, how
far to go, and when to forbear. "I will guide thee with Mine eye."
That eye sees every difficulty in all its bearings! the heart that
delights in Him, and is ever "looking unto Jesus," will not be
absorbed in anything of earth that allures from Him, and can "be
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courteous" where there is no intimate fellowship. From some suelli
needful visits the believer shrinks, and as COWPER poetically
expresses it, " Returns, as from a seven years' transportation, home,"
the only home of a renewed soul being at home with the Beloved.
"After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was
appeased, he remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and what
was decreed against her." The king's wrath at the resistance of hi::>
authority as a husband and a sovereign was appeased by
the decree of divorcement against Vashti, and the extensive
publication of it. It is a solemn consideration that Divine justice, the
honour of God and His royal prerogatives, can only be appeased by the
punishment of the guilty! Equally in harmony with the language of
this touching history is the analogy, spiritually. "He remembered
Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed against her."
"The gifts and calling of God are without repentance." He r'ernembers
His cast-off people-there is always "a remnant according to the
election of grace;" and how striking is the language in Ezekiel xvi. (the
chapter before referred to, for Vashti was put away, not put to death),
"Nevertheless I will remember:My covenant with thee in the days of
thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. Then
thou shalt remember and be ashamed .
that thou mayest remember and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because
of thy shame, when V am pacified towaTds thee JOT all that thou hast
done, saith the Lord God." Superabounding grace is thus manifested
in our Covenant-keeping King!
"Then said the king's servants that ministered unto him, Let
there be fair young virgins sought for the king."
.\gain is
spiritual truth couched beneath the surface. As Eleazar, Abraham's
servant, was employed to seek a wife for Isaac, so are the King's
servants, the ministers of our God, employed to seek out virgin
souls to be betrothed to Him. The Apostle uses similar language
of Corinthian believers: "For I am jealous over you with godly
jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 2). The
soul is "sought for the King"; the preaching of His ministers
results in its being" begotten by the Word of truth": "Born again
not of corruptible seed, but incorruptible, by the Viord of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever," and the virgin affections of the new-born
soul are drawn to and centred in the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Melchisedec King and Priest!
"And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his
kingdom, that they may gather together all the fair young virgins
unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hege the king's
chamberlain, keeper of the women; and let their things for purification be given them." The underlying truth of the New Testament
Church, the bride of Christ, His spouse, for whom He gave Himself,
comes out with peculiar force in this seeking, in all the provinces
of the King's dominion, for fair young virgins, because the Gentile
Church is formed of a company sought out and gathered to Him,
made one body, though many members, yet "My love, my undefild
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is but one;" and the type falls short of the glorious reality, in that
none of the sought ones is rejected of Him, but "approved in
Christ," comely in His eyes, "beautiful," "all fair." 'Vonderful is
the analogy, that our King appoints officers in His kingdom everywhere! Do we not believe it is His special prerogative to appoint
to the work of seeking out and espousing souls to Him 1 Sometimes
His appointments are challenged by our finite judgments, because
our eye is too dim to discern the remarkable adaptation of means
to the end. Who that is critical about ministerial gifts would have
thought of appointing a little captive Hebrew maid to be the means
of saving her Syrian master, a great man and honourable with the
king; yet He who spake as never man did, points to him as a
remarkable instance of that sovereignty of grace, as much so as the
widow who fed Elijah from her handful of meal and little oil in
a cruse! According to the king's excellent greatness, these officers
thus right royally appointed, must be efficient for the work, and as they
were to be found in eyery pro,ince, the king's purpose would be effectually carried out; failure would not be consistent with his sovert'igntJ.
The gathering was to the palace, the king's own residence, and to the
custody of Hege the king's chamberlain. 1\0\\', a chamberlain is over
the royal household, and in this man "e get a typical glimpse of
the work of the Divine Spirit as being over the officers and over
them whom they search for.
His name has several meanings;
"meditation," "word," " taking away," "separation," "groaning." It is
His office to lead the soul to meditation in the Word which He inspired,
and which issues in taking it "out of the horrible pit and miry clay"
of unrenewed nature, producing separation from the world, from the
love of it and pursuit of its pleasures, which is so distinctly shown
to be His work in us. "If so be the Spirit of God dwell in you,"
" "herefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, and I will
receive you"; and He "helpeth our infirmities" in prayer, making
intercession in us "with groanings that cannot be uttered." He is the
Keeper, the indwelling" Keeper of the women," that is of everyone
who will ultimately be seen to constitute the one body, the bride of
Christ.
"Who are kept by the po"er of God through faith unto
salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time." His custody, His
work implies observation as well as presenation; being continually
resident with them, according to His judgment, in perfect harmony
with the will of the king, the next suggestion "ould be carried out,
"and let their things for purification be gi\'en them." The work
of preparation in each soul for being brought to the King, is thus
clearly assigned to the Holy Spirit, typically seen in the office of this
chamberlain. Everything needful is His gift; nought she possessed
could be allowed in her purification. The more we meditate upon the
analogy the more forcibly is the truth brought out, that a soul to
come to Christ at all is due to the agency of the Spirit, and every
p'rocess by which it is regenerated, sanctified, " made meet" is of Him!
'1'he gracious, Divine Chamberlain of the royal" household of faith."
There is a volume of instruction for us in this shadowing forth to
us of the work of the Divine Spirit in the heart; the mode of His
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operation and efficacy of His power, in harmony with the Covenant of
grace, whereby He takes out of the Gentiles a people for His name, unites
them to Christ, and fits them to share ·His kingdom and glory. What
do not we who believe in Him owe to the Holy Ghost, first enduing
the officers to seek and search for our souls, and then inwardly
preparing for the high honour, undeserved favour, and ultimate glory
of union with Him who is King of kings and Lord of Lords ~ " She
shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework (Psalm xlv. 14).
"And the thing pleased the king, and he did so." When the
servants of our King say to Him, "Let the King appoint officers."
" Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the
congregation, which may go out before them, and which may go in
before them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring them
in; that the congregation of the Lord be not as sheep which have no
shepherd" (Numbers xxvii. 16, 17). Let the Chief Shepherd and
Bishop of our souls appoint a true under-shepherd to any fold of His,
to "feed the flock of Christ, taking the oversight thereof," and to
seek out Christ's sheep in this naughty world, ought they not to
believe that "the thing pleased the king, and He did so" 1 The asking
was "according to His will" (1 John v. 14), according to His good
pleasure, for did He not enjoin us, "Pray ye the Lord of the harvest
that He will send fo'rth labo1t'i'ers into His harvest" ~ (Matt. ix. 38.)
Therefore, "this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
any thing according to His will, He heareth us: and if we know that
He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of Him" (1 John v. 140, 15). "And the thing pleased
the king, and he did so ! "
Observe how strikingly these two passages dovetail! Oh for the
single eye to Him! expectant, watching His, as a servant
(Psalm cxxiii. 2)lin matters great or small, specially in this one of
appointing His ministers, so that, looking off all human agencies and
instrumentalities, we view only His hand, His sovereign choice and
overruling providence; but, alas, we are verily guilty of much
unbelief, dishonouring Him, contradicting His Word, and disturbing
our own peace. His faithfulness is involved in the event, His good
pleasure concerned in the true seeking for souls to be united to
My King is omnipotent, should be our
Himself by living faith.
testimony of Him whose subjects we are. None can say so truly as
He, "I have appointed My servants to such and such a place," and
this consideration should quiet those who, having learnt something of
their own folly and mistaken judgment, are learning the lesson, with
desire to say it by heart, "I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are
right . . . . therefore I esteem all Thy precepts [and Thy dealings too]
concerning all things to be 1'ight" (Psalm cxix. 75, 128). " Teach me, 0
Lord. Teach me good judgment and knowledge. Let Thy judgments
help me" (verses 33, 66, 175). Teach me, 0 Thou Divine Spirit, how
to pray, "according to the will of God" (Rom. viii. 27), then will
the result be continually, "The thing pleased the king, and he did so."
Marvellous answers to prayer!
Leicester.
MARY.

The Gospel Magazine.

517

WELL-SPRINGS.
" Jesus answered, I have told you th'1,t I am He; if therefore' ye
seek Me, let these go thei?' way: that the saying might be fulfilled,
which He spake, Of them which Thou gavest 11£e have I lost none."
-JOHN :xviii. 8, 9.
How gloriously the majesty of the Divine Man shines forth here!
With what dignity and foreknowledge does the Saviour come to
meet that band of foul traitors, and yield Himself up to them!
Our blessed Lord had gone forth over the brook Cedron after tha.t
wondrous prayer to His Father, when He had declared the momentous
hour had come upon which hung the burden of eternity's scheme to
save fallen man, and had entered into a garden with His disciples.
Judas knew the place to find Him, for, base traitor that he was, he
had watched the steps and actions of Jesus for the purpose of this
wicked end, and knew that "Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with
His disciples." A band of men and officers frorrl the chief priests
and Pharisees accompany him, with lanterns, and torches, and weapons;
all quite nnnecessary, as they were soon to prove in the voluntary
act of the Lamb of God, who would gi,e Himself up to His enemies,
and thus again fulfil the prophecy concerning Himself, "He was
led as a sheep to the slaughter." He, who had all power in heaven
and earth, and could at once command twelve legions of angels to
His release if He chose, as He declared, comes forward, and in His
omniscience asks, "Whom seek ye 1" " Jesus therefore, knowing all
things that should come upon Him, went forth, and said unto them,
Whom seek ye 1" He knew, but He yields Himself voluntarily, that
the Scriptures might be fulfilled, "I gave My back to the smiterR,
and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not My
face from shame and spitting" (Isaiah 1. 6).
"'Whom seek ye 1" asks the Lord of life and glory.
"They
answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith, I am He." The last
word here is italicised, and therefore the original expresses it, I am!
Jehovah! with all the attributes of self-existence, and absolute
independence; eternity and immutability are with Him, "who was, who
is, and is to come"! Thus did the sovereign Lord of earth and heaven
declare Himself unto that paltry little band who came to claim Him
for their captive! The revelation causes them to fall to the ground
with surprise and fear, and again He asks, "'Whom seek ye 1" with the
answer given, "I have told you I am He.
If therefore ye seek
Me, let these go their way: that the saying might be fulfilled, which
He spake, Of them which Thou gavest Me have I lost none."
His whole life on earth had been unbroken consideration for
His Father's glory and His Church's sah'ation. It was a perfect and
complete work. It was "finished" in the mind of Deity from all
eternity, that not one jot nor tittle should or could fail of all that
Jesus should come to accomplish-not one flaw could be found in
the Covenant concerning every member of it. Each blood-bought
one should have his title' clear, and for this cause He undertook
to restore that ,vhich He took not away; your and my right to onr
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kingly inheritance, beloved, is blood washed, and that speaks within
the veil. Your and my promise is, "None shall pluck you out of
My Father's hand, and none shall pluck you out of My hand"
Doubly sealed, you see. Thus faith sits and muses on this wondrous
scheme of love and redemption, and, through unspeakable mercy,
writes against each of the sufferings ::>f her God-Man Christ Jesus,
fm' me! He suffered for me, He hungered for me. He was weary, He
wept, He was tempted, He bore every conceivable ignominy for
me ! He died and rose again for me, and every member of His
mystical body. It is the Man that can feel for, sympathize with
us, since He "was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
·sin." There are many gracious characters of our Saviour revealed
to us in Holy Scripture.
A Rock, a Covert, a Shelter, are all in
their place grand and confirmatory for our souls' need, but a Man
·enters into the very heart of our direst distress, and meets our human
woes and sorrows in one.
"This Man," our Elder Brother, feels
for us, sympathizes and cares with us, weeps and joys with us.
"' For verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He
took on Him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it
behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be
a merciful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make recon-ciliation for the sins of the people." The Last Adam can declare
of His spiritual creation, as the first Adam testified of the woman
God had builded for him out of his rib, "This is now bone of rr.y
bone, and flesh of my flesh"!
How wonderful that He should pass by the nature of angels,
and take upon Himself our nature! How divinely He acknowledged and declared the union of Himself 'IIith His bride, when He
uttered those words of comfort and joy at His resurrection, "I
ascend to ~My Father and your Father, to My God and your God."
How intensely He felt this union, and, in taking upon Himself our
nature, what it incurred! Divine justice was to be appeased,
justification for the sinner accomplished, the law in all its penal
and moral aspects fulfilled, sin to be once and for ever atoned for
.and abolished in God's sight, and for all this the Just must suffer
for the unj ust !
It was under the weight of all this that the God-Man cried,
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" when the Father's
face was averted; for the Holy and the Just could not look upon sin,
and His only and dearly beloved Son, the pure spotless, sinless
Lamb of God had the load of sin on Him-yes, yours and my sins,
beloved-that we might go free, that we, in the presence of God
having a Justifier and Advocate, might know "now there is no
.condemnation."
It was under this suffering that the living Word declared, "All
My bones are out of joint," for David's Psalm is Messianic. We
know how the suffering Saviour chose the first words of it in His
extremity, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" These
bones of His were-shall I say ~-not yet in practical conformity.
In reality, they were compacted and joined together from all
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-eternity, but here He was passing through depths of sorrow,'
.extremities of suffering. His disciples "as yet knew not these
things." They had slept in the garden of Gethsemane, and had been
rebuked of their Lord for not watching with Him in the most
'sorrowful hour of His career. They" remembered not these things."
They were amazed, forgetful, fools, and "slow of heart, to believe,"
.and in the hour of hours all forsook Him and fled.
It was
then He felt all His bones to be out of joint. But, beloved, "out
of joint" is not broken. A joint that has slipped out of its socket
temporarily is a part of the body still. Of Him His children to all
.eternity shall declare, "He keepeth all His bones, not one of them
;is broken."
"Of them that Thou gavest Me have I lost none." And every
Jiving member, small and great, shall in his time of exaltation find
this complete fitting and compacting together: and "All my
bones shall say, Lord, who is like unto Thee, which deliverest
the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and
the needy from him that spoileth him 7"
o wondrous truth and gracious condescension, that we with Paul
,should be enabled to declare in felt union, "For we are members of
His body, of His flesh, and of His bones"! (Eph. v. 30.) But the
-<.:onsideration of it takes us a step funher. It is not only that "we
are members of His body," but that He must and will, in conformity
to His glorious Being as God, fashion us for Himself a glorious body.
." Like unto His bl'ethren," He was made in His humility; like ~tnto
Jte,' God is His Bride made in His exaltation and glorification. "HavinU
.the glory of God," was the vision granted the beloved John of the
JlOly Jerusalem.
Oh, beloved, think well of your heritage, ponder well your
'portion, and seek in proportion to your realization a corresponding
..Qbligation of what manner of persons we ought already to be.
Jesus owns us His! J ElSUS claims us, keeps us, dignifies us with
.a holy calling and communion 'with Himself, and He will crown
us His!
Of His very body the glorious Head hath need of every member
,small and great, and the most insignificant, and in glory they must
be as He is! The very words thrill us. It seems as though the very
.silence of heaven comes over our souls in its contemplation. It
passeth all our knowledge and understanding. From being beggars
and paupers now, to princes then! From outcasts, to be kings and
'priests on His throne! The world disowning us as the very offscouring, but Jesus claiming His blood-bought right and His crown
jewels! Do we not in the hymnist's contemplation sing"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss"?
And as a page of a valuable little book of 1657 lies open at my
:hand, entitled, A String of Pearls; or, The Best Things Resel'ved till
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Last, by THOMAS BROOKS, I cannot do better than sum up these
brief thoughts ,,,ith an extract therefrom:"They (the redeemed saints) shall be like the glorious body of
Christ' (Phil. iii. 21); 'Who shall change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working
whereby He is able to subdue all things unto Himself.' Our bodies
shall be as bright and glorious as the body of Christ. Chrysostom
saith that the bodies of the saints shall be (septies clariora sole) seven
times brighter than the sun. Certainly saints shall be as handsomely
bodied, and as comely featured as Christ is: though their bodies be
sown in dishonour, yet they shall be raised in glory. If Stephen's
face did shine as if it had been the face of an angel, that is, bright
and glorious; and if there were such a lustre and glory upon Moses
his face that the children of Israel "ere afraid to come near him, and
he forced to put ·a veil upon it until he had done speaking· unto
them; I say, if there were such a glory upon the face of these two
mortals, oh, then! how will the faces and the bodies of the saints
glitter and shine, when their bodies shall be made conformable to the
glorious body of Jesus Christ? Certainly, as the light and glory of
the sun doth far exceed the light of the least twinkling star, so much
more shall the .glory of the saints' bodies excel that glory and
splendour that was upon the faces of Moses and Stephen; the bodies
of the saints in heaven shall be surpassingly comely, well favoured,
beautiful and amiable. But as Plutarch, in the Life of Demetrius saith
that he was surpassing fail' of face and countenance, as no painter was
able to draw him; I am sure I am in no way able to paint out the
beauty and glory that shall be upon the bodies of the saints in that
day of glory wherein the saints shall shine as so many suns."
Lord, make Thy children to live more as expectant heirs of such.
glories!
R.
THE BLESSEDNESS OF TRIAL.
OH, what owe I to the file, to the hammer, to the furnace of myLord Jesus! who hath now let me see how good the wheat of Christ is
that goeth through His mill and His oven, to be made bread for His
own table. Grace tried is better than grace, and it is more than grace"
it is glory in its infancy. Who knoweth the truth of grace without a.
trial?
Oh, how little getteth Christ of us but that which:He
winneth (to speak so) with much toil and pains! And how soon would
faith freeze without a cross.
When Christ blesseth His own crosses
with a tongue, they breathe out Christ's love, wisdom, and care of us.-·
S. Rutherf01·d.
- - - ---._THERE is no time of a believer's experience in which he does not
look upon sin as the greatest evil, and God as his greatest good.
Even in the moment that he is so overborne by temptation as to·
choose the evil and refuse the good, still his judgment is not changed;
and he says, "The good that I would, I do not; but the evil which 1
would not, that I do."-Si1· Richard Hill.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As THE DEFENDER.
"He is ultogethe1' lovely."-SOLOMO-S'S SOKG Y. 16.
"Thrm defendest thcm."-PsALM v. 11.
OF all the Covenant relationships in which the Lord Jesus stands
towards His people, that of a Defender is the most essential to
their safety, whilst they sojourn in the wilderness, daily exposed to
the dangers of the way surrounding them on every side, and of the
war in which they are perpetually engaged. The Septuagint version
strikingly describes the fifth J)salm as "for him who shall obtain
the inheritance." The key-note is the Lord's defence of His own,
His protection of the heirs of bliss. Divine preservation is the
subject matter of the Psalmist's prayer and faith. No\\', it is a very
blessed truth, that whatever God is to His saints, He is that in the
Person of His dear Son. HoweYer much He may bless them, it is
Whatever He does for them,
all through the Lord Jesus Christ.
He does for Christ's 3uke. It is as ,iewed in Him, the Lord's favour
is abundantly granted. \Yhat an unspeakable mercy to have God
in Christ as our Helper and Defence! Such is the priyilege of
THE DEFENDED.

There are three classes of persons who especially need defending,
and their need arises from the fact that they are all utterly helpless,
and unable to defend themselves~ They are, the accused-those
exposed to danger, and-the tempted.
Poor souls sighing under the accusation of the Law of Conscience,
or of Satan, feel their need of a Defender because they are guilty,
and their mouths are shut, like Joshua's before the angel. They
cannot deny their garments are filthy (Zech. iii. 3). It is a solemn
matter to be thus brought in guilty before God; but it is a precious,
heart-rejoicing truth that God hath appointed His Son Jesus Christ
to plead their cause, and be their Ad,ocate (l John ii. 1); who so
manages t.heir defence, that their iniq nity passes from them, they
are "clothed with change of raiment" (Zech. iii. 4), and therefore
are justified and accepted. Wondrous is the efficacy of the advocacy
of Jesus-He always clears all for whom He undertakes to plead.
Again, pilgrims and wayfarers being exposed in an enemy's
country to "deaths oft" need a defender.
" Beset with snares on every hand.
In life's uncertain path we stand."
Almost every step is accompanied with fresh dangers, seen or unseen;
to say nothing of the possibility of being lured aside into some
" bye-path meadow" with all the consequences thereof. \Ve need
defending from our own folly in seeking a smoother path than
the right one. The true ,my is for the Christian a way of constant
conflict, and he often seems to escape destruction only (as it were)
by the "skin of his teeth." Experience teaches him that he would
2 p
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be defeated on every hand, were not the Lord his Defence and
Shield.
But, above all, it is those who suffer most from great and sore
temptations who most need a Defence. At times the enemy comes.
in "like a flood" (Isaiah lix. 19), that is, gradually and imperceptibly
at first, but afterwards with a rush that carries all before it. The·
promise runs that then, "the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a
Standard against him." The" Standard " is the Lord Jesus Christ,
"lifted up" by the Spirit before the eyes of the poor tempted,
serpent-bitten soul, that he may look and live, and thus find Jesus
his Defender, who Himself once knew" what sore temptations mean."
THEIR DEFENCE

is a present one. The text sweetly declares, "Thou defendest
them." It is emphatically in the present tense. The Church's
perpetual need is met by Christ's perpetual work and ever watchful
care. He is with us alway, in order to defend ns from self. Sinful
self would sink us into despair; righteous self would ruin u
by presumptuous confidence, as all Pharisees are ruined. Jesus save:>
us from despair by keeping a hope in Himself alive in our hearts,
and from presumption by the humbling experience of the daily cross
and the purifying fires of affiiction. We lie as sinners under the
curse of a broken law, from which the dear Redeemer delivers and
defends by revealing Himself as having obeyed that law for us, both
accomplishing the righteousness required, and suffering the penalty
denounced against transgressors. This righteousness of Christ imputed defends us from the curse of the la \Y, thus illustrating the
meaning of the word atonement, which signifies a co?:e?·ing.
Exposed in all our weakness to the perpetual a.ssaults of Satan,
we need a defence from our dreadful foe, the Foul Fiend-as our
forefathers habitually styled him-whereunto we may continually
resort. Our God in Christ is a sure defence against all the malice of
the devil. The triumph of the Lord Jesus over the powers of hell
is our victory. The enemy of souls is conqnered. As day by day
we resist him by faith in the name and strength of Jesus, WB
find he does flee, according to the sure word of promise to that
effect.
~foreover, the Lord Jesus defends us from the wO?'ld in daily
experience, partly by spoiling all its charms so that they become
increasingly repugnant to the renewed mind of the saint; and partly
by His own wise ordination, of which the result is that the world
hates us as followers of, the Lamb. Thus the Lord separates His
people from the world in the first instance, and subsequently keeps
them separate.
.
I n every aspect of the spiritnal life the Lord Jesus remains a
Refuge, a strong Tower from the enemy, a Fortress whereunto the
righteous runneth and is safe, and a Stronghold in every day of
distress and defeat.
Now the Lord Jesus defends His flock by His hand. "I will tnrn
lVlille hand upon the little ones" (Zech. xiii. 7). He covers their
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heads in the day of battle (Psalm xiv. i). They are safe in the band
of their Shepherd (John x. 28).
When they enter the arena of temptation His intercession is their
defence:
Too often like Peter, full of self-reliance, they boast,
" Though all should be offended, yet will not I" (Mark xiv. 29). The.
cure for pride is Satan's sieve; and the soul's preservation from
destruction while there is the intercession of Jesus, "I have prayed
for thee" (Luke xxii. 32). If the Lord Jesus undertakes our case,
and pleads our cause, no harm can befall, however sharp the trial,
however painful the testing, and however severe the chastcning
Jesus defends from manifold evils by troubles, losses, crosses, and
mortifications of various kinds. Wc are not permitted to go on unhumbled and uncorrected to destruction. The Lord is a blessed
Defender. As a wall of fire He is round about His Zion (Zech. ii. 5).
Inwardly also the Lord is our defence. By His own sweet Spirit.
His holy fear is implanted in the heart to be a sure defence against.
sin. "So did not I, because of the fear of the Lord" (~eh. v. 15).
Filial fear springs from love. Love to Jesus produces a fear of doing'
anything contrary to His will, as revealed in His Word. This is a very
powerful as well as a yery holy principle; and by it Christ's.
disciples are defended from the evils of their own hearts.
Thus inwardly, outwardly, and in all directions, the Lord is the.
Defence of those who put their trust in Him.
Bath.
E. C.
THE BLOOD OF CHRIST.
WHAT avails the blood of Christ ~ It avails what mountains ofgood~
works heaped up by us, what columns of the incense of prayer curling
up from our lips toward heaven, and what stream of tears of penitence'
gushing from our eyelids neyer could avail. "The blood of Jesus·
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." "Helps us to cleanse ourselves, 'perhaps ~" No, cleanseth us. "Furnishes us the motive and
the obligation for us to cleanse ourselves ~" ~o, it cleanseth us.
" Cleanseth us from the desire to sin ~" No, cleanseth us from sin
itself.
"Cleanseth us from the sin of inactivity in the work of
personal improvement ~ " No, from all sins. "But did you say the
blood does this ~ " Yes, the blood. " The doctrine of Christ you must
mean ~" No, His blond. "His example, it is ~" No, His blood, His
blood. Oh, what hostility the world still betrays towards this essential
element of Christianity!
Can anything be stated more plainly in
language than the entire Word of God declares that our redemption
from sin is by the blood of Christ ~ And yet what strenuous efforts
are constantly made to set aside this plain, essential, wonderful, and
most glorious truth, that "the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ cleansetll
us from all sin."-D1·. Krummache:r.
NEXT to the pleasure of receiving mercy at the hands of God is the
pleasure of dispensing mercy.-Rev. W. Howels.
2 p 2
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SANCTIFICATIOK.
THIS is a solemn and profound subject, and may well be classed
among" the deep things of God." Solemn, because, apart from it,
all profession, however great and blameless in itself, can do us no
good, savingly, but must end where it began-namely, in the flesh. All
the truth of God is solemn and profound, and 1vhen the Holy
Spirit is pleased to guide us into the truth, open the eyes of our
understanding, enlighten our minds, soften our spirits, and touch
our hearts, we feel we do but stand on the shore, or glide as a
ship on the surface of the great deep. The most deeply taught of
God's saints in the Church militant "know but in part, prophesy
in part." "Now we see through a glass darkly," but, by-and-by,
~'tnat which is in part shall be done away"; and, in the full light of
ineffable glory, we shall "know even as we are known, and be
able more fully to "comprehend with all saints what is the breadth
and length, and depth, and height" of those things that accompany
salvation.
In the pursuit of our subject, we desire to keep close to the
Word of God; by so doing we shall not wander away from the
experience of God's living family. If I sit dowll to read the Scriptures, and in so doing read those parts which define thc character
of the living in Jerusalem, and if I have any evidence answering to
that description, I feel greatly encouraged; and if, when I hear the
Word preached, the minister is led to touch upon m~- particular
experience, I am then confil"med and established in the hope of the
Gospel. The same also in reading the works of good aad gracious
men.
What happy seasons ha,e I had in the perusal vf dear
TOPLADY'S works, and in singing the hymns of that dear man of
God, JOSEPH fuRT! There is scarcely a phase in the Christian
experience but which is portrayed in those precious hymns.
Sanctification is the love-acts of the three Persons in the everblessed and glorious 'l'rinity-the Church sanctified, or set apart
by God the Father before all time, to be a pcople for Himself, "to
the praise of His glory" (Eph. i. 12); Jesus Christ, the eternal
Son of the Father, sanctifying the pE'ople with His own blood (Heb.
xiii. 12); God the Holy Ghost sanctifying them experimentally by
quickening them into life (Eph. ii. 1), and condllcting them through
all the chequered scelles of their pilgrimage. The first time we
meet with the word "sanctified" in the Bible is in the Book of
Genesis, ii. 3. There we have it in connection with the Sabbath,
"And God blessed the seventh day, amI sanctified it." Of this the
Holy Ghost has been pleased to give us a sweet comment in the Epistle
to· the Hebrews, fourth chapter. The great truth set before us there
is, that God the Father from all eternity rested in Christ, sanctified
or set Him apart as the Church's Head and Representative. In
Psalm iv. we read, "But know that the Lord hath set apart Him
that is godly for Himself." The same truth is set forth in Proverbs
viii. 22, 23. It is very blessed and profitable, in the pursuit of
truth, always to keep Christ in view as the Alpha and the Omega.

The Gospel lVlagazine.

525

It is the lack of this which is the cause of some making great
mistakes in their exposition of Bible truths. As the Apostle expresses
it, "Not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and
bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth
with the increase of God" (Col. ii. 19).
As God the Father sanctified or set apart Christ as the Head of His
body, even so He set apart the mystic members in Him: "Sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints" (1 Cor. i. 2). Again:" But of
Him are ye in Christ J esllS, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption" (1 Cor. i. 30). In
the 17th of John's Gospel the dear Redeemer prays to His Father, in
behalf of His people, thus: "Sanctify them through Thy truth: and
for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified through
the truth." Here we have set forth that sweet and most precious
doctrine, namely, the indissoluble union of Christ and His Church:
"For both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of
one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren"
(Heb. ii. 11).
" One glorious Head, one body there,
'Who shall at last one glory share."
Moreover, the Church is sanctified-meritoriously-by the precious
blood-shedding of the Lord Jesus Christ. As it is written, "'vVe have
an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.
For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary
by the high priest for 'sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore
Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own bl?od,
suffered without the gate" (Heb. xiii. 10-12). The Apostle dwells
largely in this Epistle on sanctification or purification of the tabernacle
and the vessels of the ministry, under the old dispensation, "which
was a shadow of good things to come." 'vVe will now dwell a little on
the experimental part of this precious subject, namely, the sanctification
of the Holy Spirit. _\}l true, ,it,ll religion must begin with God.
" Except a lllan be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God" (John iii. 5). The dear Rede~mer, when
about to depart out of this ""orld, tohl His disciples He would send
them the Comforter, who is the Holy Ghost. "And when He is come,
He shall convince the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment" (John xvi. 7, 8).
When the Divine Spirit quickens the soul of the sinner, he
becomes distressed on account of sin.
He wounds first, then He
heals; He breaks down, then He builds up; we then are convinced
that all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. The judgment-seat is
set up in the conscience, we stand as l:tw-condemned sinners, apprehending the wrath and terror of offended justice. This is the first
beginning of the Spirit's work, in a greater 01' less degree, in every
new-born soul. This is the sanctifying work of the Spirit in separating
us from the world, from sin, from creature trust, and driving us out
from the refuge of lies.
Then He leads to Christ, our Surety and
Law-fulfiller. The, precious blood of the everlasting Covenant is
applied to the conscience, forgiYeness is procured, and we are saved" by
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the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which
He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour."
Then it is the office of the Divine Spirit to guide the believer into
all truth. He is called the Spirit of Truth (John xvi. 13). John the
beloved Apostle says, "Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye
know all things" (1 John ii. 20). Oh, what a mercy, dear fellow
believer, to be the subject of His gracious, infallible teaching-that we
are not left to a peradventure as to what truth is! " All thy children
shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy
children" (Isaiah liv. 13). Some of the Lord's dear people are more
deeply taught than others. The Holy Spirit is sovereign in this matter,
but whether it be children, young men, or fathers, there is a blessed
uniformity in His teaching; and one characteristic feature in the truc
believer is, if at any time some parts of God's 'Yord appear to him
ambiguous, he will not contend or fight against them, but prayerfully
wait on the Lord for light and understanding. The love of God shed
abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost "rejoiceth in the truth,
hopeth all things, endureth all things." The inspired Apostle,
writing to the Thessalonians, says, "We are bound to give thanks
alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth" (2 Thess. ii. 13). God's truth,
-through the gracious operations of the Spirit, becomes a solemn
reality, and nothing will wound the soul of the believer more than to
hear empty professors glibly quote, or profane sinners mock at, the
Word of God. "Thus saith the Lord, To this lllan will I look, even
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at :Jly
word" (Isaiah lxvi. 2). Yes, it is better, far better, to tremble at the
""Vord of God than to trifle with it. Another feature in the work of
the Spirit is to sanctify to the believer the trials and affiictions he
has to endure. " It is through much tribulation we must enter the
kingdom." Every trial, every temptation, every loss, and every cross
are rich blessings, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.
Affiictions
will bring the child of God to the mercy-seat, drive him into the bosom
·of a dear Reedemer, make him rejoice in Him as a Friend who loveth at all
times, and a Brother born for adversitv. Sanctified affiiction will wean
us from the world, deaden us to its pleasures, its honours, and tinselled
glory. "Choosing rather to suffer affiiction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season." "Our light affiietion,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory." In anticipation of that glory, it is sweet to
sing"Immortal joys will soon repay
The transient sorrows of the way,
And Jesus' name swell every song,
A whole eternity along."
H. PARKER.
London.
A HYPOCRITE regards
Christian feeling.-Anon.

outward

kneeling,

p.1ore than inward
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THE CAVE ADULLAM.
" Awl everyone that was in distress, and everyone that was in debt, and
everyone that was discontented, gathel'ed themselves unto him " and lie
became a captain over thern."-l SAMUEL xxii. 2.
BE]~OVED reader, what a striking figure we have here of Jesus and
His people! David, we well know, was designed by God the Holy
Ghost to be a type of Christ, and in prophecy Christ is frequently
-called by his name, as in Ezekiel xxxiv. 24; and here the followers of
Davjd very clearly picture out the disCiples of Jesus. Compared with
Saul's "flower of the army," this was a mere "ragged regiment,"
.consisting as it did of men of "broken fortunes and restless spirits."
Nevertheless they were brave, and some became distinguished as
David's "mighty men" (2 Sam. xxiii. 13-39). Let us notice attentively
the description which the Holy Ghost here gives us of these followers
of the" man after God's own heart," and see if we can discover in
them any likeness to ourselves.
1. "EVERY ONE THAT WAS I~ DISTRESS." Did you ever know any
person truly converted to Christ, who did not know more or less of
this feeling 1 Surely it is "distress" on account of their lost condition
by nature and sin that brings them to Jesus. And this is something
very different from a merely formal acknowledgment that "all have
sinned and come short." When the eyes of the understanding are
enlightened, when conscience accuses, when the holy law condemns,
then the poor soul becomes distressed indeed, and there is no real
help for such, save in the camp of this blessed David. But here is
Tefuge and safety-here in the Cave Adullam (Righteousness of the
people), for Jesus is "the Lord our Righteousness," and" Surely shall
-one say, In the Lord have I righteousness and strength." Come,
then, all ye distressed souls, come, and welcome to Jesus Christ.
Dear reader, if your felt condition answers to this description, may
"the blessed Spirit of God so completely convince you of sin that you
:shall be driven from all false trusts. The eyes of God are like "a
;flame of fire," when they look into the hearts. Oh, what a. discovery
there is of awful depravity, wickedness, and unbelief! What" a cage
of unclean birds; 1I what a nest of vipers!
No mere reformation of map.ners or alteration of habits will suffice
to give the awakened conscience peace.
Kothing short of coming to
Jesus will effect it, and it is just such distressed souls that He calls to
Himself, saying, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest."
But, perhaps, you are ready to say, "I hope I have come to
Jesus; nevertheless, my distresses are not at an end." Surely not;
neither was it so with David's followers.
The Lord's people are
,often in "distress" as regards temporal things; and always, more or
less, as to spirituals. The wickedness we see around us in the world
-distresses us, Satan's cruel devices against out-selves distress us, and
the plague of our own hearts· (albeit, our sins are forgiven for His
name's sake) causes continual distress. David cried, "The troubles of
my heart are enlarged; 0 bring Thou me out of my distresses"
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(Psalm xxv. 17). It is not at all a bad thing to be distressed on
account of sin, even the thought or bare possibility of it.
The unkindness we meet with from others often distresses us. But
let us remember that our Captain was much more misunderstood, even
by His friends, than ever we have been.
His own relations said,
" He is beside Himself," and "neither did His brethren believe in
Him."
Our barrenness of soul distresses us, our lukewarmness, want of
contrition, lack of zeal in senice. Dear reader, are there not times
when you kneel dO~'n to pray, and the thought comes, "SIll'ely, I do
but mock the Most High j I do not really feel to want to pray, nor
know what to pray for; I ought to confess my sins, but feel as though
I had none to confess j I wish to adore my God, but oh! how cold
is my heart, and as hard as a stone" ~ Truly, we have no life apart
from Christ, no spiritual power, except under the blessed teaching
and leading of God the Holy Ghost.
n. "EVERY ONE THAT WAS IN DEBT." In our natural, unregenerate
condition, we fancy that we render unto God all that He in justice can
require j and when we hear that man is fallen and corrupt, we foolishly
suppose that so much the less is expected, forgetting that though man by
the Fall has lost power to obey, God has not lost authority to command,
and that His holy law cannot be toned down to human infirmity,
Theft is theft, according to the law of England, even in the thievishly
inclined son of a parent thief. The law of the land cannot make
allowance for evil dispositions.
When the blessed Spirit opens up the holy law, and reyeals its
majesty and stern justice, sho'>l"ing that it could not be a holy law otherwise, ,nor could abate one tittle of its righteous demands, eyen from the
dear Redeemer Himself, when He condescended to take the law place of
His beloved Church and people, then the poor sinner begins to realize
his awful indebtedness to the .Majesty of heaven. And when he receives
forgiveness and justification through the atonement of Jesus on his
behalf, he realizes his deep indebtedness to the gracious Lamb that was
slain. 0 blessed Husband, who pays cheerfully all the debts of HiS
beloved Bride! He gives her a full discharge-grants it freely by virtue
of His own sufferings in her behalf. Therefore He is styled her
"Redeemer," because He has paid, the full price to ransom precious.
souls, deep in debt, from the eternal prison. " Deliver him from going
down into,the pit j I have found a ransom" (Job xxxiii.)
Yes, dear
soul, this is the blessed "Goel," in whom the patriarch rejoices
(Job xix. 25) j the Vindicator of thy cause, the Kinsman to take thy
part, as Boaz for Ruth j and now He says, ., Come to :JIe, as all those
debtors came to David j believe in Me j ~rust yourself to Me j I will take
your part against all accusers, for I am your A duocate j and I came on
purpose to save just such needy, bankrupt sinners as you; they that.
be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. Poor sinner,
thou knowest very well that thou art penniless, come, therefore, to Me,
and see if I cannot satisfy all claims. I will save thee just as thou art;
thou need'st not fear, poor trembler; thou daRt not need so much even
as a prayer or a tear to recommend thee unto ~.fe, or as a compensation
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to thy great Creditor, for I have paid it all, yea, to the very last mite."
And such language as this, whispered to the hcart of the poor debtor
by the Spirit of Chridt, sweetly draws him to Jesus, as David's men
were drawn to him. Does it not draw you 1 Then, praise His blessed
name"Venture on Him, venture wholly;
Let no other trust intrude."
Ill. "AND EVERY ONE THA'r WAS DISCONTENTED." This is the onllplace in which that word occurs in the whole Bible. Those wh~
fled to D,wid were dissatisfied and restless under the government
of Saul.
The marginal reading is-" bitter of soul." SCOTT says,
"They were oppressed people, and not banditti; they acted on the
defensive, and became protectors of the country."
The original
does not mean that they were abandoned and infamous characters.
They forsook the leadership of Saul, and rallied around David,
expecting to find in him a better ruler and captain; nor ,,,as their
expectation disappointed.
King Saul represents not so much the tyranny of sin and Satan,
as the indecision and nnsettledness of carnal religion and letter
faith. Saul was a religious man, and represents the carnal piety
of the present day, which affords a false and unreliftble peace to
the human conscience, but cannot satisfy a Spirit-awakened soul.
Creature doings, however moral or religious, will never bring true
peace. Nothing but evangelical repentance and spiritual faith can
do this; and these are free gifts from God through Christ, for
"Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and
a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of
sins" (Acts v. 31). A heaven-born soul is sure to grow" discontented ,with anything short of real, spiritual religion. In his soul-anxiety
and bitterness of spirit, how welcome the news of the better King,
"the Captain of our salvation"! This is the Gospel's "joyful
sound," which clralvs the "discontented" to Emmanuel's camp.
Listen, then, all ye heart-sad, he3.vily-laden ones, to His gracious
voice, "I came not call the righteous, but sinners unto repentance."
Finally, beloved, observe that these distressed :c.nd discontented
debtors are associated by David, their captain, with his own relations (verse 1). And it is recorded concerning our blessed "Captain,"
that "He is not ashamed to call them brethren" who have
"fled for refuge" unto Him (Heb. ii. 11-17). "I ascend," He
said, "unto My Father and your Father, unto My God and your
God." Oh, what condescension; Oh, what love! That these thoughts
may encourage and help thee, dear reader, is the sincere desire of
the writer, and to a precious Christ shall be the praise. Amen.
Leiceste;·.
A. E. R.
MEN have plenty of toleration for what God holds in abomination..
SOBER-MINDED people cannot always digest what others suggest.
Some "able ministers of the New Testament" are not so popular
as feeble ministers of the Old Testament.
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PASTORAL
OTES.
CHRISTIAN AN]) PASTORAL ADAPTATION.
(Coy,tirmed from page 462.)

" Unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews," to
them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them
that are under the law,' to them that m'e without law, as without law
(being not without law to God, but Ibnder the law to Christ), that I
might gain them that are without law. To the Iceak became I as weak, that
I might gain the weak; I am made all things to all men, that I might
by all means save some."-l CORU,THIANS ix. 20-22.
IT is stated that when EDWARD IRVL\'G was assistant to Dr. CHAL~[ERS,
he called upon a shoemaker who was a thorough-going infidel, and
of a most disagreeable temper. All who had previously called upon
this man had been met with a cold shoulder and a rebuff. IRVI~G,
knowing the character of the man, took up a piece of patent
leather, and expatiated on it. This he could do admirably, as his
father was a tanner, and he knew the processes connected with the
preparation and tanning of leather well.
The shoemaker did not
at first look. up, but said roughly, "What do you know about
leather 1" IRVING, unabashed, went on, and described how shoes
were being made by machinery. Then the shoemaker slackened in
his work, and, looking up, said, "You're a decent kind of a fellow;
do you preach 1" Next Sabbath the shoemaker was at church. On
the Monday IRVI:\'G met him in the Gallowgate, and walked armin-arm with him along the street. He was overcome, and became
a friend instea.cI of a foe to Christianity; and e,er after, when he
was taunted with his change, he justified himself by saying, "He's
a sensible man, yon; he kens about leather."
WHITEFIELD was remarkable for his use of this power of adaptation. He commonly was accustomed, he said, to use "the language
of the market." But sometimes he adopted a very different style;
for example, when he preached in the drawing-room of the COUNTESS
of HUNTINGTON, and his speech entranced an infidel nobleman, whom
the Countess had brought there on purpose to hear him. His
preaching in each case was equally earnest and faithful, and he
brought forward the same great truths, but he brought them forward in a different style, to suit the different conditions of his
bearers.
It has been said that "A little management will often avoid
Tesistance, which a vast force will strive in vain to oyercome." May
we not see an illustration of this in the present "ar in South Africa 1
In the earlier stages of that war our Generals repeatedly adopted the
plan of making desperate frontal attacks upon the enemy, notwithstanding that they were sometimes entrenched in almost impregnable
positions; and although our soldiers behaved in a most heroic
manner, and stormed the entrenchments with dauntless courage, they
gained but little success, and they several times lost very heavily.
When, however, LORD ROBERTS assumed the command, he completely
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changed these tactics, and whilst he presented an apparently formidable front to the enemy, he directed a large proportion of his forces
to slip round and attack them from the rear~reminding us in some
measure of Joshua's tactics at the siege of Ai~and the result has
been that the whole course of the campaign has been completely
altered, and, with the Divine blessing, victory after victory has
crowned the efforts of our troops. Thus it may be with Christian
and Pastoral adaptation.
We further consider the subject:~
3. As RESPECTS THE PUBLIC SERVICES OF GOD'S HOUSE. Here we
are confronted with special difficulties. Some persons probably are
inclined at once to say, "There ought to be no adaptation in this
respect; adaptation involves changes, and changes are like the 'thin
end of the wedge,' whieh may lead to false doctrine, idolatry, and
ever-so-many evils;" and hence they very strongly condemn any
pastors and congregations who see fit to make changes. Certainly
there ought to be no adaptation 01' changes which lead, or are
likely to lead, in those directions. But we are considering the
case of non-essential things; and the question is, may there not
be sometimes adaptation with regard to them whi::lh may be useful
and not dangerous 1 and may not pastors and people-although they
may not personally be in favour of changes~adopt some for the sake
of the great object which they have in view, namely, the glory of God
and the salvation of precious souls 7
Upon one occasion I preached in one of the Free Churches in
Scotland. The pastor was a true man of God, and full of the
love of Christ. He never seemed so happy as when he was speaking
about his Master and his Master's love. But his Church, or
"kirk," and the service in it, were as dismal as can well be
In the first place the building was so badly lighted
imagined.
that about half of it was in darkness, although I do not suppose
that the pastor was in the slightest degree in favour of what is
called a "dim religious light"! The seats also seemed to me to
be extremely uncomfortable; and notwithstanding that it was a
bitterly cold winter's evening when I was there, there was evidently
no intention of using the heating apparatus, until I requested as a
personal favour that it might be used; but too late, I fear, for it to
be really effective, even if it ever had the power of being effective,
which I rather doubt. There were no hynms or psalms which, set to
well-known tunes, and heartily joined in by the congregation, might
have brightened the service; but only some lengthy paraphrases, which
the "precentor," after some manipulation with an old pitchpipe,
u"I:()\,1.ell t'm:ougn in a monotono'Ul> ani\. most 'Unmul>ica\ manner, anu witn.
scarcely any response from the congregation. The congregation probably could see the preacher, because two or three candles were
placed in or near the pulpit, but the preacher could not see the
congregation, except in part; and the whole place and service seemed
as cheerless and gloomy as they well could be. Such a service as
that might have been suitable for days gone by, but surdy it is not
suitable for modern days. Imagine a Ritualistic invasion of that
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locality; imagine a Ritualistic place of worship erected in a con·
venient situation there, and prepared with much care to make it as
comfortable and bright as possible; imagine services conducted in it
with excellent singing and attractive music, &c., but with teaching of
deadly error; what a temptation there would be to many of the
members of that good man's congregation, and especially to the
younger members of it, to leave his ministry and to attend the more
attractive services, and thus to become a prey to that deadly
soul-destroying error. Such a result is not merely an imaginary one,
for I know of a case where it has actually occurred, where troops of
young people may be seen, Sunday after Sunday, passing by the doors
of the house of God where they formerly listened to sound Gospel
teaching, on their way to a place where the worst dodrines of
Romanism are openly and unblushingly taught.
It may perhaps be said that that case of the Scottish kirk is a
very exceptional one. So it may be. But are there not many
other cases which are not so exceptional, and yet cases in which
some adaptation to modern requirements would be very advantageous
and desirable?
Some of our houses of God are as nice, and as nicelJ
kept, as they well can be; but others are not so. For example,
I recently visited some Evangelical churches which are situated
in the midst of large populations, and which are presided over by
faithful and godly pastors, and I was struck with the gloomy,
unattractive, and uncared-for effect of their intenvd appearance.
These churches are situated in the midst of Ritualism. IYould it
pot be wise to try and make churches in such a position as
attractive as possible? Yet in one case I noticed that part of the
walls was unplastered, in another, thfl.t the trees in the churchyard
had been allov.-ed to grow up so closely agaimt the principal window
that scarcely a ray of light could penetrate through it; the seats
appeared to me to be by no means comfortable, and as is so often
the case, a very perceptible and favour-showing difference appeared to
be made between those occupied by or intended for the well-to-do and
those for the poor. There was nothing bright or attractive-looking
about the interior of any of those churches; and I know of some
churches which are in a worse condition. Surely we should not
like our dwelling houses to be in such a condition 7 Why then
should the houses of God be allowed to be in it?
The Hitualists are wiser in their generation than we are in this
respect, and they take pains to make their churches as attractive as
In many cases they make all the seats open and free,
possible.
abolishing all distinctions betwelJn rich and poor; and they embellish
their churches with banners, pictures, lights, and flowers. 'Ve do not
wish to imit::tte them; but might we not find some means of making
our churches more attractive in some simple way? for example,
colouring the walls with some light, cheerful colour, and decorating
them with illuminated texts? I know of some cases where this has
been done, and the effect is very ple'l.sing; sweet and appropriate
portions of God's Holy IVord are to be seen all around; and these
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texts not only serve to embellish the house of God, but who can
say how often they may be made as words "spoken in due season" 1
Surely, too, means might be found of making seats more comfortable,
and providing them with cushions and hassocks, or kneeling-boards 1
This is a luxurious age, and, although we may not wish to pander to
its luxuriousness, yet WE can scarcely fail to observe that it demands,
01' expects more in this respect than was demanded or expected in
former days; see, for example, the comfortable furnishing of thirdclass railway carriages, and the comfortable and almost luxurious seats
which are sometimes to be found now-a-days in our public halls,
lecture-rooms, &c.
We are still considering the subject from an outward standpoint, and not from the standpoint of the experience. and the
spiritual feelings of the Lord's own dear people.
They do not
probably .care for appearances or for comfort-so far as they are
personally concerned-in the house of God.
They go there to be fed
and nourished with sound doctrine and wi~h the Bread of Life, and
hence faithful sermons may scarcely e,er seem to them to be too
long; they go there to worship, and it matters little to them what is
the outward appearance of the place in which they worship; they
go there to pray and praise; and if they have to put up with some
little incon,enience and discomfort, they do so willingly. But w'ith
others it is different, and we are considering the subject as it refers
to them, and as it applies to the growing tendency, especially
amongst thc young, to forsake the house of God.
From this standpoint we may notice further-although it may
seem, perhaps, to be a small matter, that sometimes the success of
a church depends very much upon its official attendants.
I
l'emember, when a young man, being impressed with this fact, and
I wondered whether pastors ever thought or took any trouble about
i to. I have often thought that sometimes tradesmen would do well
if they were to try and find out how their customers are served
by their subordinates, when they themselYes are not near at hand;
and similarly pastors might ad,antageously sometimes try to find
out how casual visitors or strangers are treated in their churches
by their church officials. In some churches, when a stranger enters,
an attendant is invariably on the alert, and "'ith a polite and
pleasant manner ushers him into a pew, and sees that he is supplied
with books, &c.; whilst in other churches no such politeness or attention is showed, and strangers may stand during the whole time of
the service, as I have repeatedly had to do, when seats were empty,
but no one invited me to make use of them; or perhaps a very
manifest and invidious distinction is made between the rich and
the poor, and between the fashionably and the unfashionably
dressed, just as was the case in the days of the Apostle James
(James ii. 1-5).
I remember that when I first observed this, I
made a firm resolve that if ever I had the privilege of beeoming
the chid pastor of a church, I w-ould spare no pains to see that
the chuch attendants performed their dnty satisfactorily in this
respect.
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A good deal also depends upon the members of a congregation
in reference to this point.
Has no one seen angry looks and
scowls directed towards some unfortunate stranger who has ventured
to enter, or by some misadventure has been ushered into, an
appropriated pew? And have we not known of eases where, under
similar circumstances, persons have timidly-and perhaps for the
first time-ventured into a house of God, and, being rudely ejected
from a pew, they have afterwards been heard to say that in consequence they would never enter a house of God again? Some
members of congregations are, alas! very inconsiderate and selfish
in cases of this kind, whilst some, happily, on the other hand, are
the very reverse.
It seems advisable too that services, as well as sermons, in the
present day should be short. A great mistake is made in the ser,ices
of the Established Church, although in many cases the mistake is now
partially rectified, namely, in uniting three separate services to form
the usual Sunday morning service.
Hence occurs the anomaly of
having the Lord's Prayer used no less than four times, or, if there be
an administration of the Holy Communion, five times at the same
service; because the compilers of the Book of Common Prayer,
realizing the value of the Lord's Prayer, and wishing to make good
use of it, inserted it once in every service, and in some cases twice.
In days also not very long gone by, preachers were accustomed to use
that prayer again in the pulpit before the commencement of their
sermons, so that it was thus actually sometimes used no ]es" than six
times at once! Surely this was indeed a ",ain repetition;" and yet
a worthy pastor told me lately that he still keeps up this custom;
and he told me this just as "e were entering into his church from the
vestry, and I was about to preach for him-apparently as a hint that
he wished me to adhere to the custom.
(To be continued.)

Hatf(Yl'd RectO'ry, Faringdon.
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THE ELECTION OF GOD.
OH, what matter of consolation to those who are effectually called!
God hath manifested rich grace towards you; you are called to great
honour, to be co-partners with the angels, and co-heirs "ith Christ;
this should comfort and cheer you in the very worst of times. Let
men reproach and revile you; let them persecute you to death, they
do but give you a pass, and send you to heaven the sooner. 'Vhat
though the sea roars, though the earth be e\'er so unquiet, though the
stars be shaken out of their places, you need not fear; you 31'e called,
and therefore you are sure to be crowned.- TVatson.
"REPENTANCE," said TOPLADY, "is one of those graces without which
there is no salvation."
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A PAGE FOR THE LITTLE ONES IN GRACE.
much esteemed correspondent" R. "-whose "Well-Springs" refresh many hearts, month by month, writes to us : DEAR SIR,-Amongst your many valuable hints, thrown out
from time to time, in the pulpit privileges which we enjoy at
St. Mary-Ie-Port Church, you have suggested that your younger
hearers might make a profitable study of those Scriptnre
passages which speak of God's deliverances "by night." I trust it
may be that many have searched into the Word for themselves,
and found the subject profitable, and a blessed occasion of quickening
their studies in the unspeakably precious Word o~ God. For the
benefit of your readers, I furnish a brief outline of this subject, to
which, under God, we are indebted to you for the suggestion, and
which has been fraught with rich teaching and refreshing thoughts
to my own soul.
Belie\e me, Dear Sir, yOUl'S truly,
R.
OUR

ISR.AEL'S DELIYERER.

NIGHT, in creation's handy-work, was Divinely provided in view of
;llan's ne0essity. Night is a time of rest and resuscitation of over·
taxed powers; it is the season when in more senses than one the dew
is made to lie upon our branch; and it is often the time when,
like Paul's shipwrecked company, the soul casts anchor and wishes for
the day. Let us never forget, however, that whatever our circumstances and experiences are, with God all is light, and His children are
taught by blessed experience the truth of His own words, "I am the
light [underived, absolute] of the world: he that followeth Me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life."
Hence, we discover it to be the season when God specially sets forth
His delivering power. It is also chosen by the arch-adversary for his
evil deeds. "Men love darkness rather than light, because their
deeds are evil."
Happy they who by the search-light of divine
truth have had the hidden recesses of the hearts searched out! It
is night experimentally with the soul of the child of God, and a
darkness that can be felt, when the beasts of the forest creep
forth, and she mourns an absent Lord. Hence the comfort in God's
spoken promise, Exod. xiii, 22: "And the Lord went before them by
day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a
pillar of fire, to give them light, to go by day and night. He took
not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night,
from before the people." God's provision, we see, was for the twentyfour hours, and in His loving care of Bis spiritual Israel, the darkness
and the light are both alike to Him. Blessed be their Covenantkeeping God, who neither slumbereth nor sleepeth, but who unceasingly watcheth night and day the objects of His care. "Lest
any hurt it [My vineyard] I will watch it night and day."
How often was night chosen, "visions and dreams of the night,"
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when God's servants were given to learn of His promised support and
delivering power under afflictive dispensations and sore trials of faith!
It was at night, too, that the paschal lamb was to be eaten whilst
the destroying angel passed over the land of Egypt, smiting all the
rnrstborn in the land.
'rhe darkness of the night covered the Israelites
in solemn safety, whcre within their blood-besprinkled houses they
stood eating in haste the Lord's passover, whilst, according to His
word, the Lord brought His judgments to pass: "And Pharaoh rose
up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and
there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where
there was not one dead."
Concerning the Israelites, "it is a night to be much observed
unto the Lord; for bringing them out from the land of Egypt;
this is that night of the Lord to be observed of all the children
of Israel in their generations" (Exod. xii.)
There are some deeply interesting references to God's power and
support given in Judges vi., where Gideon is commanded to throw
down Baal's altars at night, and is further given a token for good by
the dew lying all night upon the fleece and the ground, whereby
Gideon knew the Lord had called him to the work of Israel's
deliverance.
Again, we turn to a memorable deliverance (2 Kings xix. 35),
when the army of Sennacherib was destroyed according to God's
word: "And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord
went out, and smote in the camp' of the Assyrians an hundred
fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in thc
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses." I recall, concerning
this solemn passage, a comment of Mr. ORMISTOK'S some time since
from the pulpit, which was so striking in its import that I give it
for the benefit of our young readers, as best I can remember it: "If
IJne angel at God's command could slay 185,000 of the strongest
Assyrians, what could twelve legions of angels not have done, who were
at the. command of the Lord of life and glory 1" (See Matt. xxvi. 53.)
Dear young reader, has the Lord ever come to you as He did to
Solomon "in that night, and said, Ask what I shall give thee"?
(2 Chron. i. 7.) Has He ever given you songs wherewith to praise
His delivering power in the night 1 Has the theme been so s\\-eet,
through His dew lying all night upon your branch, that thoughts of
His love, and tokens of His grace, and meditations of His past lovingkindness and tender mercies, have chased the darkness from you 1
The darkness and the light are both alike to Him, and His child can
never depart from His omniscient eye, nor be banished from His
presence (Psalm cxxxix. 2-4).
Have you ~er pondered over the passages which speak of Jesus our
great Deliverer spending the dark hours of the night alone in prayer
with His Father? For whom was He praying? For whom did He
claim a hearing in the eternal courti;>1 Look at Matthew xiv. 22-25,
with its parallel passages, I wonder who of us can say of a single
instance in our ,lives that we "continued all night in prayer to God" 1
Alas' hOlY often with sorrow of heart have we to recall the words of
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the grief-stricken, suffering Saviour, spoken to the sleeping disciples at
the most momentous hour of His sojourn on earth, "What, could ye
not watch with Me one lwU1'?"
It is told of LADY CULROSS, one of S.,uIUEL RUTHERFORD'S correspondents, that, under God, the Covenanters' Pentecost of 1636 was
due more to her than to any other being She chose JOHK LIVINGSTONE
to preach the sermon, but she and her companions, with the preacher,
spent unceasingly the whole of the previous night in prayer for a
Divine outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Is it, then, to be wondered at
that we read of five hundred sinners being born again of that night
of faith's pleading 1
Look up the references, dear young readers, which tell yon of how
our Divine Lord and Master spent the nights, that His servants
hereafter might know of no dM'kness yonder. "In the day time He
was found teaching in the temple j and at night He went out, and
abode in the mount that is called the monnt of Olives" (Luke xxi. 7).
It is worthy of note in following up these passages in that connection to
trace His readiness to receiye the people again for instruction and
blessing as they resorted to Him "early in the morning." (See also
John vii. 53 j ,iii. 1, 2 j x.:'\i. 4, &c.)
With the return of the day our spirits lighten and our hearts
gladden.
With the presence again of the BeloYed of our souls our
hope revives, and our countenances are cheered.
Truly saith the
Psalmist, " joy [or singing] cometh in the morning," and all because
"Thou Olakest
God's children can testify of His delivering power.
darkness, and it is night j wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep
forth.
The sun ariseth, and they get them to their dens
again" (Psalm civ. 20-32).
Is it a night of darkness that may be felt in the soul's experience ~
It is so if the Beloved of our souls be out of sight.
If His smile creato
a present heaven, His absence and the hiding of His face are as hell to·
us! But it is faith's proyince to sit still in the dark, and, believing
it will come, wait for the dawning of the day. "Faith lies at anchor·
in the midst of the waves, and beliel:&! the accomplishment of the
promises through all over-turning confusions. l[ethil~ks I lie becalmed
in His bosom." As LUTHER said in such a case, "I am not much.
concerned, let Christ see to it."
The darkest deed ever perpetrated ,yas effected at night: "Hethen having received the sop went immediately out: and it was night."
Night indeed, in many more senses than one!
It was" darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour, and the
sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst,"
when Jesus "gave up the ghost." Deliverer of deliverers, and Deliverances of deliverances! Mighty Conqueror of hell's blackest deed !
He who rose again above all that darkness is He who now "ever
liveth" to deliver His people out of all their troubles. No wonder
Paul exulted in a God "who hath deliyered, who doth deliver, and
in whom we trust He will yet delivel'." And as if to prove thus
early the blessedness and truth of His delivering' power, He inspires
for our comfort and edification instances of the same in the early
2 Q
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ages of the Christian Church, such as we find recorded in Acts ix. 24;
xii. 6; xvi. 33; xxiii. 11, 23; and xxvii. 23. The reader will kindly
look out the passages referred to, and see how the Jews took counsel
to kill Saul, "watching the gates of the city [Damascus] day and
night to kill him." But the Lord, the Deliverer, put it into His disciples'
hearts to "take him by night, and let him down by the wall in a
basket." And note Peter's miraculous deliverance from prison, and also
that of Paul and Silas, whereby the jailor was converted; and again
Paul's preservation, encouragement, and escape, by the Lord appearing
unto him in the night, with those heart-cheering words, "Be of good
cheer, Paul, for as thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must
thou bear witness of ::\1e at Rome."
Finally, amongst the precious negatives of hea,en, His 'Vord
promises concerning the heavenly city, that the,'e shall be no night
there. Eternal light and day will be our endless portiun hereafter.
Darkness, death, and gloom of night for ever will be done away!
Perpetual sunshine and ineffable light of dwelling in His presence,
and His children in glory, once and for ever delivered from themselves and sin! "And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written,
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob" (Rom. xi. 26).
"The moon and stars shall lose their light,
The sun shall sink in endless night;
Both heaven and earth shall pass awa.y,
The works of nature all decay.
"But they that in the Lord confide,
And shelter in His wounded side,
Shall see the da.nger overpast,
Ride every storm, and live at last."

R.
WHEN God elected His people in Christ, and reconciled them to
Himself in Him, He foresaw all the evil that would be in them both
Qefore and ,after their conversion; and if this did not -prevent His
choosing and calling them, it never can be the cause of His casting
them off, seeing they are loved in Christ, in whom they are always
viewed without any spot of sin.-Sir R. Hill.

I CANNOT throw aside my religion, yet how hard it is to keep
it-to think, speak, act, and live as a Christian-to be one inwardly
and outwardly-to be a true follower of the Lamb, whithersoever
He goeth-to walk daily and hourly with godly fear in exercise
--'-to conquer sin, and live a life of faith in the Son of God. If this
be true religion, how little I seem to have of it! . . . . But what
is it that does keep our religion for us, and keep us from falling ~
What is c it that does save and support us amidst all the conflict
by the way ~ You have the reply in the words of our precious
passage, "My Beloved standeth behind our wall." He it is who
keeps pouring in the oil, and as He pours, we will praise; as He
works, we will give Him all the honour."-George Cowell.
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A HYMN OF PRAISE TO JESUS.
ON A JUBILEE WEDDING DAY.
SING

of the precious Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the precious Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the Godhead of J eSUlil,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the Godhead of Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

,sing of the blessed Jesus,
f?ing, sweetly sing;
Clmg to the blessed Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the Manhood of Jesus,
Sing, sweetly, sing;
Cling' to the Manhood of Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the mighty Jesus,
Sing, sweetly siug ;
Cling to the mighty Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the Gospel of Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the Gospel of J eSIlS,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the lowly Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Dling to the lowly Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Siug of the mercy of J eaus)
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the mercy of J eSIlS,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the suffering Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the sufferiJ::.g Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the justice of Jesus,
Sing, Bweetly sing;
Cling to the justice of Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the bleeding Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the bleeding Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the teaching of Jesus,
Sing, sweetly, sing;
Cling to the teaching of Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the dying Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the dying Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing' of the wisdom of Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the wisdom of Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the risen Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the risen Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the crucified Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the crucified Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the reigning J eSIlS,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the reigning Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the glory of Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the glory of Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the pleading Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
.Cling to the pleading Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the coming of Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing; .
Cling to the coming of Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing of the merit of Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the merit of Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Sing to the conquering' Jesus,
Sing, sweetly sing;
Cling to the conquering Jesus,
Cling fast, cling.

Bath, July 9th, 1898.

F. FARRIS;.
2 Q 2
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Serm.ons anh l.ofts .of £mn.ons.
SERY1ON.
"Behold, a greater than Solomon -is here."-1:L>\.TTHEw xii. 42.
DURING our Lord's sojourn here below he went about doing good"
healing all manner of diseases amongst the people, and preaching to·
them the things concerning the kingdom of God. He neglected HO·
opportunity either of doing good, or of teaching the people, and
wherever He went, He called upon them to repent and believe the
Gospel. He performed many and mighty signs and miracles in proof
of His being indeed the Messiah, the anointed of God; yet we haye
reason to believe but few embraced the Gospel during His earthly
career; as after His crucifL"don it would seem that the number of Ris.
followers in Jerusalem was only abuut one hundred and twenty.
Although He spake as never man spake, most gracious words pnJceeding from His lips, yet His call to repentance was wholly disregarded by the Jews as a nation; and finally, as if to fill up themeasure of their iniquity, they cast Him out of their city, and slew
Him.
In the chapter from which I have taken my text we see Christ
urging the necessity of repentance on the people, and He brings before'
them the case of the people of Nineveh, to whom the Prophet Jonab.
h~d been sent by God to preach against that immense city, that it
should be overthrown in forty days. On hearing the words of tne
Prophet, we find the king and people of ~ine\eh repented, turned
from their evil way, and cried mightily unto God: for" who can tell
if God will turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that.
we perish not 1 And God saw their works, that they turned from
their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that He had said that.
He would do unto them; and He did it not." Our Lord reminds the'
Jews of this, that the men of Nineveh had repented at the preaching'
of Jonah, while although He was a greater than Jonah, yet they
repented not at His preaching, and therefore that the men of Nineyeh
should rise in judgment against them, and condemn them. Again, He
tells them that the Queen of the South (that is, the Queen of Sheba)
would also rise up in judgment against them, and condemn them; fer
she had come from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon. Her country was far distant from Jerusalem, yet sue
had travelled that distance to hear the wisdom of Solomon; whilst theJews refused to listen to the wisdom of Him who is wiser and greater
than Solomon, although He was actually amongst them, and no long
and dangerous journey was necessary Oil their parts to enable them to
hear His preaching.
Under' God's teaching, let us consider in what partieular manner a
greater thon Solomon was amongst the Jews at that time, and also
in what particular manner it may now be said that a greater than
Solomon is amongst us; and may God bless the word to our souls 7
and not let it be spoken in vain.
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Solomon was the son of David, and king over all the tribes of Israel
The extent of his dominion was greater than that of any other king of
Israel, and in wisdom he surpassed all the sons of men, for it is written
that God said, "Lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding
heart, so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee
shall any arise like unto thee" (1 Kings iii. 12). 1: 0 man, therefore,
.could be greater than Solomon in either of these respects j but Jesus
was also God, Maker of all things, upholding all things, before all things,
and therefore greater than Solomon's dominion, and the fountain
{)f all wisdom and knowledge, the very source from which Solomon's
wisdom flowed, and therefore he might well say even in that respect,
" Behold, a greater than Solomon is here." But in connection with the
name of Solomon, in the minds of the Jews, was that of their magnifi"Cent temple, which was erected by that monarch to the honour of
God. This temple was built on Mount Moriah, on a spot chosen by
God Himself. David was not permitted by God to build the house,
but he prepared things for it, so that they might be in readiness for
his successor, that he might have no further trouble than to bring the
material to the spot, and proceed with the building. All the buildings
connected with the temple were ,ery extensive, and some of the stones
so immense that we are told by Josephus, the Je\\ish historian, that
,several of them were above se,enty feet long, ten wide, and eight high. The
temple itself, strictly so called, was a smaller building within this, and
surpassed in magnificence all other parts j perhaps it was in magnifi-Dence beyond any other building in the world, ancient or modern.
This temple was divided into two parts by a veil; the outer part, into
which none but the daily ministering priest entered, was called the
"holy place"; the inner part was called "the most holy place," or
"the holy of holies," and into this no one entered except the high
priest, and he only once a year. In the first temple erected by Solomon
there was in this most holy place the "ark of the covenant," with the
tables of the law, which were written with the finger of God j and
DV er the ark was the mercy-seat. overshado\\"ed by two cherubim, the
whole made of pure gold. On this mercy-seat, between the cherubim,
;rested continually a bright cloud, which was called the Shekinah, and
which was a visible manifestation of the presence of the Almighty.
'When Jerusalem was destroyed by the armies of K ebuchadnezzar,
·king of Babylon, and the .Jews led away captive to that place, this
.temple was destroyed. After a captivity of se,enty years, the Jews
were permited to return to their own land, and rebuild their temple,
under Zerubbabel. This was called the second temple, and it was
greatly inferior to the first in its magnificence, but more especially in
being without the ark of the covenant, and the bright symbol of
We read in Ezra iii. 12, that
.Jehovah's presence-the Shekinah.
the aged men who recollected the first temple, wept with a loud
'Voice when they compared this second temple with the glory of the
former.
To comfort these aged men the Lord seut His Prophet
Haggai to tell them that the glory of this second house should far
exceed the glory of the first house, for He would fill it with His glory
{Haggai ii.. 3, 6, 7, 9). This second temple was standing during the
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time of our Lord's ministrations upon earth, and it was concerning it
that He speaks in the chapter from which my text is taken (sixth verse),
"But I say unto you, that in this place is one greater than the temple."
This is the temple of which we so often read in the New Testament,.
and which was indeed filled with the glory of God when Jesus Christ
Himself was personally present in it.
The bright cloud of the
Shekinah was absent, but God Himself was present; as St. John says,.
"The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld His.
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace
and truth." Jesus Himself frequently honoured this temple with His.
presence, and therefore the glory of that latter house did far exceed
the glory of the former one, that had been erected by Solomon. A
greater than Solomon was there, yet He was despised and rejected of
the Jews, who thought more of the temple than of Him in whose honourit had been erected. They said, "'W'hosoever shall swear by the temple,
it is nothing'; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he
is a debtor. And whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing 'j.
but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty
(or debtor)." On the outward ceremonies of their worship, with,
the various ablutions and purifications, they laid great weight,.
as though God required only the praise of the lip, and
the bending of the knee, and were altogether regardless of the
iniquity that reigned in the heart. Therefore our Lord rebnkes
them, saying, "",Voe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ~ for
ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted theweightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought
ye to have done, and not to lea,e the other undone. Ye blind guides~
which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. Woe unto you, scribes.
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup'
and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess.
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and
platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. Woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead!
men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear'
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity"
(Matt. xxiii. 23-28). They exulted in their outward privileges, and
boasted in their strict conformity to the external requirements of their
religious worship; but of that vital godliness whose seat is in the heart"
whose praise is not of men but of God, they were entirely ignorar:.t.
Their very privileges had become a snare to them; because they
were the children o-f Abraham, they thought God mnst be gracious to
them:
Their outward conformity to the temple worship, and the
daily sacrifice of beasts to God, they deemed quite sufficient to
atone for all their sins, and to give them acceptance in the sight of'
God. Hence what should have been great privileges became a
stumbling block, until God removed them out of the way. Jesus
foretold that it should be so: "Behold, your house [that is, their
temple] is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see
Me henceforth till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the
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name of the Lord" (Matt. xxiii. 38, 39). And, soon afterwards;
speaking to His disciples, He said concerning the temple, "See ye
not all these things 1 Verily I say unto you, there shall not be left
here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown dowl'l"
(Matt. xxiv. 2).
.
In less than forty years afterwards this prophecy was most remarkably accomplished. Jerusalem was taken by the Roman army, and
the temple burnt to the ground.
The conqueror, to obtain the
treasure that was buried under the ruins, had the foundation ploughed
up, so that there was actually not one stone 1eft upon another-.
The Jews, alas, knew not the time of their merciful visitation.
Although a greater than Solomon had been amongst them, and God
Himself had visited His temple, they knew Him not, but rejected
Him, and brought the most awful calamities upon themselves.
And now, my dear brethren, in the next place let us reflect how it may
be said that a greater than Solomon is amongst u~. This house is a
temple erected for the worship of Almighty God, end has beelil·
specially set apart for that purpose. It is true that God Himself is not·
bodily present with us a" He wa" ,,-ith the Jews at the time of their
gracious visitation: He is not visible to us by the eye of sense. But
He is here, even in this house, spiritually, and all believers may here
apprehend Him by the eye of faith. He has promised to be present
where two or three a.re gathered together in His name, and
though we believe not, "yet He abideth faithful: He cannot deny
Himself." When He has passed His word, He will surely fulfil His
promise. Here the believer may ever feel confident in meeting Him;
and that, as of old, He will here commune with us from above the
mercy-seat. Here He will ever be present to hear our prayers, and
listen to our praises. Here He will meet us, and search our hearts,
whether we are truly worshipping Him in spirit and in truth, or
whether we are, as the Jews of old, contenting ourselves with outward
forms and ceremonies, thinking it sufficient to attend regularly, and
offer bodily "Ol'Ship, "ithout inquiry or even thought whether more is
required. There are many of us, I fear, my dear brethren, like this.
Our bodies, indeed, are before the Lord, but where are our souls, our'
thoughts 1 are they not occupied in hings of the "orld 1 We are
thinking perhaps of our business, or of pleasure, or of absolute sillWhen God is speaking to us here by the reading of His Word, or wle
are speaking to Him by prayer, does not the mind frequently leave
the body as a mere idol before the Lord, which has eyes, but sees
not, and ears, but hears not 1 The body is laid as it were before the
Lord, but the world has full possession of our souls; though we close
our eyes, yet we behold innumerable vanities, the mind jumping from
one to another as a bird loosed out of a cage hopping from bush to
bush, and we do not come to ourselves until we are gone from t~e
presence of the Lord. My dear brethren, this should not be, and it
would not if we did indeed reflect on and believe the words of lJqr
text. If some great man, some king, were present among us, how ver.y
attentive we should all be while in his presence, yet a greater thaJl1
Solomon is here; the King of kings, and Lord of lords is with us, and
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is waiting to be gracious to all those who seek Him in earnest. Oh,
never forget this when you assemble together for public worship in
this house of prayer.; never forget that His eye is indeed upon you,
and seek grace from Him that you may be enabled to pray to Him,
and praise Him, not with the lip only, but also with the heart; for God
will accept nothing less. St. Paul tells us that" bodily exercise l that
is, the mere bending of the knee and words proceedinO" from the mouth
./that issued not from the heart] profiteth little, but godliness [that is,
rt'.eal, vital religion] is profitable unto all things, having promise of the
hfe that now is, and of that which is to come" (1 Tim. iT. 8). We
"now have great privileges.· This house is erected among us, and
:Sabbath after Sabbath its bells will invite us to assemble ourselves
together, that the voice of united prayer and praise may ascend up
on high from within its walls. But do not (like the Jews) o,er-estimate
·these outward privileges, for if you rest satisfied with them only,
they will prove to you a snare also. What interest can you claim or
hope for in prayers that do not flow from your heart, to which
"flerhaps, your voice has given no "Amen" ~ My dear brethren, you may
-deceive yourselves in this way, but God is not mocked, and what a
man sows that also shall he reap. So also of the sacraments administered here: they will bc effectual only to such as rightly and with
,faith receive thcm. '1'he external application of water only in baptism
··can do you no good, unless the gracc of God accompanies it, and you
'be baptized also with the Holy Ghost, So of the Lord's Supper: it is
!the communion of the body and blood of Christ only to those who
.rightly, worthily, and with faith recei,e the same.
But while I thus caution ,ou not to m'er-estimate these ,our outward
'privileges, let me also besee~h you not to underTalue the;'u. 'Tis true
that God is not confined to any place; as Solomon said even of his
extensive and magnificent temple, "Behold, the heaven and heaven of
heavens cannot contain Thee; 'how much less this house which I have
builded ~ " (1 Kings viii. 27). God is confined to no place, for He fills
all things with His presence. He is in heaven above, in the earth
beneath, and in the waters under the earth.
'1'here is no place,
and no circumstance in which the humble and prayerful Christian
can seek God in vain. Vve have our Lord's example and command for
private prayer, and a Christian can no more live without constant
prayer to his heavenly Father than he can live without his daily
supplies of food. But on public prayer a special bles5ing is promised,
·and besides the Lord's promise to be present where any t"o or three
are gathered tOgether in His name, He has also promised "that if
two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall
ask, it shall be done for them of M, Father "hich is in heaven."
God also has appointed means by which He ordinarily conveys His
grace to us poor sinners. One of the most highly favoured of these
means is the preaching of His W'ord, concerning which He has
promised that it shall not return unto Him void, but it shall
accomplish that which He pleases, and it shall prosper ill the thing
whereto He sent it (Isaiah Iv. 11). And if we are really in earnest
in seeking to know God's will, and to have His gt'ace -imparted to
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us, we shall neglect no means by which that end may be obtained.
ince God has commanded both public and private prayer, and has
promised both to listen to, and answer it, we should thankfully avail
ourselves of such inestimable privileges. So also of reading and
hearing the Word of God, we should do so with prayer to God that
He would make it effectual to the salvation of our souls.
And finally, my dear brethren, since the Lord is with us of a truth
in our assemblies herc, seek that you may be made savingly
,acquainted with this, in this the time of your visitation. Not one
stone was left upon another in their beautiful temple, and so also it
shall be with this house in which ,,-e are now assembled; yes, the
time is fast approaching when this house of prayer shall be overthrown, when every house and ewry temple shall be cast down, and
one temple alone shall remain. It is that spiritual house of which
St. Peter speaks, of which all true believers form lively stones, and of
which Jesus Christ, the Rock of Ages, is the foundation and chief
-corner stone; and" in whom [a- St. Paul says to the EphesiansJ all
the building fiUy framed together, groweth into an holy temple in the
Lord."
My dear brethren, many of us, I trust, shall form part of that
temple, in which a greater than Solomon "ill dwell for ever. God's
people are His Church, His real temple; for aii He is a Spirit, and
they who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth, so
also must He have a spiritual temple. If you are stones of that
.temple, you will be "lively stones," for although you were dead in
trespasses and sins, yet since God has, as it were, dug you out of the
-quarry of the world, you receive life from that living foundation to
which you are joined. And as, perhaps, you may remember that in
the erection of the tcmple at Jerusalem no sound of an iron tool
was heard, for all the stones were cut, and fitted for their respective
places at some distance off; so you, my dear brethren, may now have
to undergo much cutting and breaking, the iron of affliction entering
as it were into your very soul; but be not cast down, for in the end
you will have cause to rejoice that you were afflicted, and will under-stand how wisely the great :Jlaster Builder "as fitting you in this
world for the position you "ill occupy in that spiritual temple, which
shall last through all ages.
THE elect were betrothed to Christ from everlasting in the Covenant
of grace. They are actually married to Him, and join hands with Him
in conversion, but they are not taken home to the Bridegroom's house
until death dismisses them from the body.-Toplady.
IN times of darkness and difficulty the Lord's dear children are
:sometimes tempted to think they are forgotten; then it is a precious
<comfort to know there is no blind dealing, but a fixed and settled
purpose concerning them individually. It may be they are links in
the chain of the wonderful actings of the Lotd, honoured instmments
in carrying out the purposes of Jehovah towards other members of
His blood-bought Chureh.-Kmw:e.
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~rotestaltt ~.en!on:.
:NIULTUM IN PAlWO.
VVI'l'H law-breaking Bishops for an example, it is not to be wondered
at that the Ritualistic clergy should show contempt for the law,
or that the Romanizing movement should continue to create confusion in the National Church. Among recent Episcopal performances
of a highly reprehensible description, the BISHOP of LOXDON took
part in a grossly Romanising ceremony, ""hen he adminitStered
confirmation at St. Saviour's, Poplar, of which the notorious" Father"
DOLLING is Vicar. The Chu1'Ch Times, in describing the ceremony,
says :-" The altar, with its lighted tapers and flowers, looked yery
beautiful, as his lordship, vested in cope and mitre, lJ7'eceded by a
1ichly jewelled crucifix, and attended by his chaplain bearing the
pastoral staff, attended also by the Vicar, and several acolytes in
scarlet cassocks and laced cottas, entered the chancel, and was seated
in his chair." The people of the parish of St. Saviour's, Poplar, will
now very naturally think that the BISHOP of LONDON sanctions the
Romanizing work of "Father" DOLLING.-A Midland Vicar in search of a
Curate applied to five theological colleges, without being able to get an
introduction to a single man, and the principal of one of these academies
stated that within recent months he had had fifty curates asked for.Dr. GASQUET, an English Roman Catholic priest, ",-rites from Rome,
June 25th, to the Tablet :-"..it the close of a pri,ate audience
granted me on Friday last (June nnd), the Holy Father spoke at
some length about England and English interests; and as he desired
me to make his remarks known I will ask for a small space in your
columns to give the substance of what he said.
Some people had
led him to think that English Catholics considered that he had of
late shown himself anti·English in his statements; or at any rate
that the policy of the Vatican was now distinctly against England.
This he declared to be absolutely unfounded, and he trusted that
Catholics at least would not credit such silly stories. As Pope he
had no country; and every country was equally near to his heart,
and its interests his interests. Obviously he would not be the com·
mon Father of the Catholics of every nation if he were to show himself
or even in heart to be, for or against any particular one. He had
never, he declared with great emphasis, ill word or act shown himself,
or allowed himself to be represented as, hostile to the British Empire.
Further, he hoped that before the close of the year of the Jubilee
English Catholics would come to Rome in a large and representative pilgrimage, in order that they might sholl"" to the world that
they. knew him better than to believe such untruths concerning
him, and that he might have an opportunity of, expressing
the warmth of his real paternal affection for them."-For
nearly two years a strong anti-Ritualistic agitation has prevailed in
. Adlington, Lancashire. This has caused a number of persons to sever
themsel ves from the Parish Church and to meet for service in a hired
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room, and also to form a branch of the National Protestant League.
Latterly they raised a subscription for .the purpose of purchasing an
iron building which had been used for Church of England service at
Nelson, and they succeeded in paying a considerable part of the
purchase money and acquiring the structure. It has cost between
£500 and £600, and provides accommodation for about 500 persons.
The building was recently opened as St. Philip's Church, by Mrs.
MARSH, wife of 1'11'. JOHN MARSH, the key being handed to that lady
by Mr. JAMILS HILTON, of Adlington. An opening service was held in
the Church, there being a large congregation. It was stated that the
Rev. E. G. BOWRING, of London, assistant secretary to the Church
Association, who had been announced to preach the opening sermons on
Sunday, had been prevented by the BISHOP of ROCHESTER, with whom
the BISHOP of MANCHESTER had combined in the matter, from coming.
This is the second occasion in which the BISHOP of ROCHESTER has
arbitrarily interfered with the Rev. E. G. BOWRING, who happens
to hold the Bishop's licence.
It will be remembered that. the
first instance was in connection with the Lightbown Evangelical
Church, Moston, built by driven-out Protestant Parishioners,
and which was opened by LORD PORTS:llOUTH in ?\Iarch last.The Church :JIissionary party advancing in the Western Saudan under
the leadership of BISHOP TUGWELL, has suffered a severe loss in the
death of the Rev. J. C. DUDLEY RIDER, which took place at Gierko,
Hausaland, on June 1st. Mr. RIDER was Curate of Christ Church,
Blackburn, from 1896 to 1898, when he joined the' staff of the
Church Missionary Society. Mr. RIDER was twenty-six years of age.One of the greatest hardships inflicted on the working-classes by the
Ritualistic clergy is in cases where no school exists in the parish but
the Church School. However Romish the teaching in such schools
may be, Christian parents have no choice but to place their children
under the care of the priests. An illustration of the evils arising
fl'om till'> intolerable condition of things is found in the following
letter,. which lately appeared in the columns of the English Chunhman. The writer says :-" When I was tra\elling the other day I
got into conversation with an intelligent II"orking man. He told me
he had been a Churchman, but could not put up with Ritualistic
Romanizing. He now attends chapel. His little girl must attend
the parish church school. Recently, she came home from school and
told her parents that the Yicar's wife had been there, and had. told
all the children that whenever a thunderstorm was on, they were t()
make the sign of the cross to keep off the danger! During the
great storm we had the other day this child was hard at work
making the sign of the cross!
If the rising generation are
to be thus trained up in Romish superstition by Vicars and.
their wives, the sooner the authorities make an alteration respecting
religious teaching in day schools, the better for the country."An. Irish correspondent writes :-" The United States recently refused.
to permit two of the released convicts connected with the Pham,ix Park
,tragedy to be landed in their country, which nevertheless has .been
.hitherto a place of refuge for Clan-na-Gaelites, Fenians, ,and other
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fugitives from justice, and some of the inhabitants of which contributed
dollars and' lead' for the extermination of the Protestant landlords of
Ireland. FITZHARRIS and MULLET, of (Invincibles' notoriety, have,
therefore, re.turned to Ireland, where they are not wanted, but where
offenders against the laws have been considered the most eligible
.candidates for places of trust and emolument. It used not to be so ;
but, of late years, a policy of patronizing lawlessness amI repressing
loyalty has been put into force by the same party that plagues the
English Church with Romanistic Bishops, and frowns upon Evangelicals
'as 'extreme men' only fit to be relegated to poverty and obscurity.
Conservatism of this sort is 'a mockery, a delusion, and a snare,' and
it ought to get a death-blow at the next General Election, which cannot
now be very far off."-Ourreaders have heard of the so·called "Passion
Play" which is periodically produced at Ober·Ammergau-a blasphemous travestie of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ in
'Gethsemane, before the High Priest and Pontius Pilate, and on the
Dross. The entire Comedy is a Roman Catholic money speculation.
It is stated that between £40,000 and £50,000 will be realized in the
" theatre" by the performance this yeal'. The priests encourage the
undertaking, and offer special Masses for its success. Not many years
:ago, an attempt was made to have the impious" Play" reproduced in
London by the Bavarian" troupe," but public opinion revolted against
it. The Romanizing e1ergy, however, in various places have sought to
familiarize their people with the subject by giving magic-lantern
·exhibitions of the" Play," accompanied by lectures al~proving of the
Popish parody of the Sa,iour's sufferings. ,Ye are glad to call attention
to a faithful exposure of the" Play" published by the proprietors of
Home Words (7, Paternoster Square, London). The title of the booklet
is, The Passion Play, and the Divine Uhri.st-A p.rote,t and a Plea.A Cardiff con-espondent states that the Rev. J. H. FILMER, who has
been for some years Curate of St. Margaret's, Roath, Cardiff, and
recently Curate-in-charge of St. Martin's Mission Church, in that
parish, has been received into the Roman Catholic Church. The
services at St. Margaret's are of the most Romish character, and Mr.
FILMER has long been a member of the Holy Cross Society, the
English Church Union, and the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament.
-For many months a number of Spanish Reformers were in gra,e
danger of receiving a sentence of four years' imprisonment through
a concocted charge of disrespect to a procession they could not
possibly have seen. At the preliminary trial the influence of the
Roman Bishop caused ll, warrant to be issued for the arrest of their
,defending counsel, and this action at once con,erted a mere local
prosecution into a cause cCleb1'e, as the Bar of Valladolid undertook
the defence of their colleague. This month the trial by jury took
place, and after the examination of the parish priest of Villaescusa
and six witnesses, the prosecutor declined to call further testimony,
~nd the prisoners' counsel considered no defence was necessary. The
Court, seeing the true position of the case and the evident falseness
Qf the accusation, at once directed the jury to enter a verdict of
acquittal. This instance of Ultramontane persecution shows clearly
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the forces with which reform contends in Spain.
Every possible
delay was placed in the way of the Reformers proving their innocence ;.
the women arrested with the men were liberated by the" clemency"
of the Bishop, and when public attention was fixed on the trial
through the attack on the rights of counsel, Rome found her·
witnesses were not in agreement, and the Reformers were acquitted
by a Court strongly hostile to their teaching. The action of the
Court is another symptom of the beginning of the return of the
Spanish people to a more liberal frame of mind.
The accused Reformers are communicants of the Chm'ch over which BISHOP CABRERA
presides. The Spanish and Portuguese Church Aid Society, Church
House, ·Westminster, which helps them in their work, is now
unfortunately very short of funds, and urgently needs support.A return lately made shows that the total number of copies of the
Church Missionary Society's publications issued during the last
financial year amounts to 7,789,000. The literature thus circulated
ranges from the highly successful Histor,l/ of the Church l11issionai'Y
Society, in three volumes, down to the smallest leaflets.
The
average circulation of the Society's magazines is, in the. aggregate,
more than 200,000 copies a month.-As sho"ing the spirit which
animates the missionaries of the Church :Jlissionary Society, it may be
noted that within three days after the news of the Rey. C. S. THOMPSON'S death among famine-stricken Bhils three married and two single
missionaries volunteered to take up his arduous work.-Under the
head-line" Munificent Bequests to Charities," the City P1'ess says:"There was every promise of the lawy~rs sharing a goodly portion
of the fortune of well over £250,000 left to charity by the late
Mr. J. T. MORTON, of Leadenhall Street. The will was so strangely
drawn, and the bequests were so terribly circumscribed, that, on the
one hand, there were grave doubts as to what was really intended, and,
on the other hand, even the Institutions bencfited were reluctant to·
accept, with the responsibilities, the sum left to them. Happily, the
frittering away of the estate ill litigation has been averted, and theCourts have arriyed at "hat may be regarded as an equitable
decision. The lIoravian Missions and the ,Yaldensian Mission each
receive. a sum of about £40,000, and the whole of that amount has tobe expended in the next twelve years upon new enterprises. The
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society will be the richer during each of thenext twelve years by the sum of £6,000, which annual amount is to be
expended, not upon the creation of aJditional pensions, for which there
is great need, but in grants to the existing annuitants.
The Widows'
Friend Society benefits in a like way, and so do two other societies.
that carry on a somewhat similar work."-An acting Chaplain
to the forces serving in South Africa, writing to his mother, makes
some interesting remarks on LORD ROBERTs, which we here reproduce.
He says: "The men without exception are doing splendidly. The
campaign has brought out the best side of all our characters. The
feeling of comradeship which is stirred up by camp life and active
service goes far towards redressing the balance caused by griefs and
losses of war. ,Ve arc serving under the best and noblest man who
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ever led an army. You can have no conception of the passionate
and devoted affection which LORD ROBERTS inspires in all ranks. It
is not artifice or adroitness, 01' dramatic power, but a simple overflowing of the milk of human kindness. Everyone notices it. All
remark it. The roughest and most cynical of - the brave men out
here cannot escape the fascination of his delightfully quiet and natural
manner, his tram parent unselfishness, and one sees in him the value,
in a born leader of men, of a clear and musical voice, and eyes
bright and piercing, yet full of kindness and benevolent sympathy.
He is entirely without affectation, and takes care that the troops are
fed and not stinted of recreation whenever it can be found.
Nothing pleases him more than to mix with the men when at play.
And he is an example to all in his regular attendance at public
worship and in resting on the Lord's Day. His staff take their
'tone' from him, and this is good for all who come into contact
with that staff. I never met' so active a man. At davbreak he is
in the saddle, riding round the camp before he makes" an informal
inspection, without notice, of some portion of the lines. He shows
no sign of failing strength or of impaired energy, and fatigue is
a word not to be found in his vocabulary. I am told that the
secret is frugal living and early to rest which keeps him in such
excellent health. It is a privilege which all value very highly that
they have had the good fortune to serve under our Field-Marshal,
and the cares and hardships and dangers of active service are
lightened and sweetened by the bright example and thoughtful
sympathy and considerateness of our beloved Commander-in-Chief."
-On the 12th nIt., the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZIXE preached a
Protestant Sermon at Ram's Episcopal Chapel, Homerton. The
Qccasion was the historic anniversary of the victory of William the
Third, Prince of Orange, over the Papist, J ames the Second, at the
river Boyne, in 1690.
A large number of members of the Loyal
Orange Institution of England attended the service, wearing their
regalia. The incumbent, the Rev. Dr. HAMILTON (whose portrait we
publish this month), is an Orangeman, and several of the hymns
sung on ': the Twelfth" were from his Protestant pen. The preacher's
discourse was taken from 1 Cor. xvi. 13: "Watch ye; stand fast in the
faith; quit you like men; be strong." The proceedings throughout
were characterised by earnestness and devotion, and the preacher's
€xhortations were listened to with, marked attention,
--------------

THE shinings of Christ's presence on the soul, give existence 'and
gradual maturity to the inward graces that enrich the heart, and to
the peaceable works of righteousness which adorn the life of every
true believer in His name. - Toplady.
WHEN a man's interest in Christ is clear, his joy will be full. The
sense of prosperity in Him, and in all things with Him, is the
comfort' of comforts. The assured Christian cannot but rejoice.
Assurance kindles the spirit of praise, and stirs up the -flame of love,
and where praise and love d,well there must be happiness and joy.-Bowes.
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"ALL flesh is grass, and the goodliness thereof is as the flower of
the field; the grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the Word of
our God shall stand for ever" (Isa. xl. 6). Such is the impressive
language in which the Spirit, by the Prophet, seeks to magnify the
enduring nature of the "Vord of God, which he was commissioned
to proclaim. Such is the constrast which the inspired penman
draws between a creature and his passing goodliness, and the
Creator and His abiding glury.
Man's words, however wisely
spoken, are "as the morning cloud, and as the early dew that
passeth away."
But when God speaks, He gives utterance to the
thoughts of an infinite mind, and expresses the purpose of an
unchanging will. "It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away,
than for one tittle of the law to fail." "The 'Vord of our God
shall stand for ever." ~What stronger ground of confidence could
the Church of Christ possess, whether with reference to her own
faith and hope, or with reference to the labour of love in which
she is engaged in the world· wide circulation of the Holy Scriptures
as, in deed and in truth, the ~Word of God, than this blessed
assurance which God Himself hath given 1 "Thus saith the Lord,"
is Jehovah's Word to sinful and fallible men.
The Bible is God's
final Court of Appeal on all questions of faith and morals.
If His
Word shall stand for ever, then the child of God lllay trust without fear, and shall never be disappointed of his hope. If His Word
shall stand for ever, let it be daily read with prayer, faith,
Let the "Word of' God be
humility, and devout thankfulness.
the man of our constant counsel. Let it be published in every
land, scatter its seed broad·rast throughout the wodd, let the
nations feel its healing and saving power, and let that day be
hastened when the heathen shall be gi,en to the Lord Jesus for
His inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for His
possession.
Let all doctrine be examined in the sun-light of the
Book of God. Let the teachings of the :::G-called Churches of the
East and West, and of men, be subjected to the test of the inspired
Scriptures, and let the voice of God in His ~Word be final. But
what do we find 1 If men will not read the Word of God in a
spirit of humility, faith, and prayer, there is no error too great
into which they may not fall, and in the Day of Judgment they
will be left without excuse-no one to blame but themselves.
The
'Vord of God was given them for their guidance. They were
instructed to test all things by it, with the solemn admonition that
by that Word, if slighted and rejected, whosoever they might be, they
must be condemned. "The 'V'ord that I have spoken, the same
.
shall judge him in the last day" (John xii. 48).
Our native liberty, like our native air, We breat11e so pontinually,
easily, and naturally, that: we are only sensible it exists when'
obstruction arises to check its free course, or some poisonous miasma
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to pollute and defile it.
But to what, as its vital source and
spring, under God's blessing, do we owe our liberties, so fruitful
with every national good 1 To the blessed Reformation, which first
made us really and truly a free nation, for it enfranchised thought.
To it we, under God, owe the precious jewel we possess-an open
Bible, and the right of private judgment. The Reformation, striking
a deep root into the natural soil of the English character, first
gave us civil liberty, by introducing a new element of
strength into the Government of the country; and eventually, after a
long struggle with ecclesiastical tyranny, gave us, chiefly through the
exertions and sufferings of the Puritans and great Reformers, our
present religious liberty. Xow, as liberty-that is, the liberty of free'
thought, of private judgment, of individual conscience in all matters.
between God and the soul-is the ,ital essence, the animating breath
of Protestantism, so is slavery the 'distinguishing feature of both the
Roman and the Ritualistic abominations. The one grand point of the
Papal, Apostasy is subjection to the authority of the Church. To
believe what the Church believes is the grand feature of the Roman
faith; and the faith of that so-called Church is the faith as settled by
an infallible authority; and the voice of the Church is the voice of
Christ, speaking through His Vicar, the POrE! That voice being,
therefore, infallible, having settled the faith of the Church, it follows,
as a necessary conclusion, that there is no salvation for those wh(}
deny, disbelieve, or disobey it. Thus, according to this doctrine, there
is no alternative between obeying the Church and losing your soul.
The last clause of the creed of POPE PLUS IY., to which every Roman
Catholic subscribes, is :-" This is the true Catholic faith, out of which
no one can be saved." The ,oice of the \\ord of God is, therefore, completely nullified, and to appeal from the POPE to the Holy 'criptures is.
in itself an act of deadly heresy; thus all right of pri\'ate judgment
is taken away; searching the Scriptures to find in them the mind
of God practically forbidden, and the teaching of the Holy Spirit in
and through the Word ignored and set at naught. With this teaching, as a whole, in all truth, the Ritualists agree; and into this darkness and bondage they are "compassing sea and land" to bring once
again the Reformed Protestant Church of England. ,Vill they succeed?
Time alone can reveal. If we are to contemplate the possibility of
such an awful issue from the union, howe,er unreal, untrue ro
God and His Word, and plainly disgraceful, between the members of
this guilty Priestcraft-the Homanists in our Zion, and so-called
Evangelical Pastors-then, indeed, we could not be surprised if a.
calamity so truly fearful in all its consequences-social, civil, and
religious-would come to be the portion of the people of this countryperhaps at no distant day. But, although the clouds of error and
blasphemy are dark and low upon the face of our country, there is a
"bright side:" that side is the upper one. There, all is bright.
In that light we see light. With the Book of Light in the hand of
Love, and its ever-living power in the heart, we are ready to fight the
good fight of faith to the end! Homanism, Hitualism, and all other
systems of iniquity will be overthrown by the mighty power of the
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Word of God! Anglican Sacerdotalism is Romanism in its nature
and its results, without its consistency. Thousands have proved it
so. They have ventured on this slippery inclined plane, and, finding
there no standing ground, they have glided down, down, down, till, ere
long, they have found themselves landed in the loving embrace of
the Church of Rome. Ritualism is gradually paving the way for
Popery to regain its ancient seat of authority and power; and the
first exercise of that power would be to enforce full and complete
obedience to her will, the removal of the Word of God from our
hands, the overthrow of all civil and religious liberty, and, with fire
and sword, to carry out her teaching expressed in these words,
" Turn, or burn! "
There is nothing Satan is so much opposed to as the Wora of God;
against it he, at the very beginning-in the garden of old-directed
all his hate and power. He has never since ceased to draw away
from the study of Holy Writ fallen man, in order that souls may
perish in sin, and "lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should shine unto them." Those" whom
the God of this world hath blinded" only too plainly manifest the
same unwillingness to "search the Scriptures," and to be guided by
the voice of God therein. It is as true now as of old, that" Everyone that doeth e,il hateth the light, neither cometh to the light,
lest his deeds should be reproved [mal'gin, discovered]" (John iii. 20).
Now, if all who are helping to re-introduce the accursed system
of the Roman Apostasy, virtually identify themselves thereby
with the perpetrators of all the crimes which Rome has ever
committed or sanctioned, what shall we say of these traitors
to all the principles of the Reformation who are now so rapidly
increasing 1 We may pity those who, as born and matured in the
bosom ()f Popery, adhere with all the strength of ignorance and
prejudice to that false system; but for men who have been brought up
in the light and freedom of Protestantism to thrust themselves
willingly and knowingly, and drag others with them, into the darkness
and bondage of Popery, seems to stamp upon them double guilt as
traitors both to God and man; in fact, this toying and tampering with
such soul destroying error can only be accounted for by God giving
them over to a spirit of delusion to belie,e a lie, permitting Satan to
blind their eyes and burden their hearts. Ignorant even of the letter,
much more of the power of truth, and seduced by a false spirit of
superstition, which works together with the natural ambition of their
hearts to elevate themselves into the Priests of God, to be authorised
as co-mediators with Christ, and the administrators of saving grace,
these men, members of the Ritualistic deception, for the most part, one
• would desire to hope, are not so much wilful deceivers as willingly
deceived; but the end and effect are the same, if not worse.
To think of the great dishonour this system puts upon the revealed
will of God, the Gospel of His grace, His well-beloved Son, and His
finished work, and, in a word, the eternal ruin brought upon such
numbers of souls, must cause the heart to be distressed to the ast
degree. And all for what advantage 1 That one of the very W0rst
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features III fallen humanity may be completely gratified-a desire to
obtain power over others! Herein we see the very essence of
Romanism, and in this also we behold the secret of Ritualism. The
teaching is the same; the object is the same; the opposition to the Word
of God is the same. Why 1 Because Satan is the author of both systems.
What a relief it is to tum from the doctrines of men to the
Word of God: there to meditate upon the simple truths of
Scriptural Christianity! There we learn our own sinfulness and utter
unfitness to appear in the presence of a thrice holy God; there also We
learn the fulness of God's love toward His dear people; there we see
the "Good Shepherd" redeeming the sheep of His pasture-" through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once;" there "-e see the
blessed Saviour drinking the cup of wrath, that He might give us the
cup of joy j there we learn the preciousness of the blood that has made
an "atonement for the soul," and which cleanseth the sinner who
believes" from all sin!" there we learn that the work of Christ on the
cross, on behalf of sinners, is so complete, so "finished," according to
lIis Vvord, the greatest sinner, who could never, by his own works, atone
for one single sin, is invited to take salvation, "without money and
without price," and to be eternally a debtor to God's grace. There,
also, we leam that he who is really, by the Holy Ghost, convinced of
sin and receives J esns as his 8aviour, is not only" justified from all
things," but is accepted as a child of God. There, also, in the Word
of God we learn of that home beyond this scene of conflict, and of the
"rest that remaineth" for those who here" contend earnestly for the'
faith once delivered to the saints." The Lord's people find everywhere
in His Word, "guided into all truth" by the "Spirit of truth," the
Incarnate 'Yord, the Christ of God present to comfort, bless, and save
them. Jesus is the theme of the inspired \lord.
He is the Alpha
..and Omega of the" Scriptures of truth." The Divine Word is the
believer's audience-chamber. Here he walks and talks with God. Here
he receives, from the hand that was nailed to the tree, all needful
mercies; and here ·he is made to know something of the "love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge." Such a "partaker of the Divine
nature" will have experienced the fivefold blessedness of which the
Word of God declares. It is the only living thing we possess. It is a
living Word, a life imparting Word, a life sanctifying Word, a life
sustaining Word, a life guiding Word. God grant that we, through
grace, may experience and enjoy to the full these blood-purchased gifts.
I will conclude by giving you a quotation from one who loved, lived,
and preached the Word of God :-" I have sometimes thought that a
nation must be truly blessed if it were governed by no other laws than
those of that. blessed Book. It is so complete a system, that nothing
can be added to it or taken from it. It contains everything needful
to be known and done. It affords a copy for a king (Deut. xvii. 18),
and a rule for a subject. It gives instruction and counsel to a
senate, authority and direction for a magistrate. It cautions a witness, requires an impartial verdict of a jury, and furnishes the judge
with his sentence. It sets the husband as lord of the household,
and the wife as mistress of the table; tells him how to rule, and her
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how to manage. It entails honour to parents, and enJOIIlS obedience
to children. It prescribes and limits the sway of the sovereign, the
rule of the ruler, Commands the subjects to honour, and the servant to obey; and promises the blessing and protection of its Author
to all who walk by its rules. It gives direction for the wedding,
and for burials; regulates feasts and fasts, mournings and rejoicings,
and orders labom for the day, and rest for the night. It provides
food and raiment, anu limits the use of both. It points out a
faithful and eternal Guardian to the departing husband and father,
tells him with whom to leave his fatherless children, and in whom his
widow is to trust, and promises a father to the former and a husband
to the latter. It teaches a man how to set his house in order, and
how to make his will. It appoints a dowry for the wife, and entails
the right of the firstborn, and shows how the younger branches shall
be left.
It defends the rights of all, and reveals vengeance to every
defrauder, overreacher, or oppressor. It contains the best laws and
profoundest mysteries that ever were penned. It brings the best of
tidings, and affords the best of comforts to the inquiring and disconsolate. It exhibits life and immortality from everlasting, and. shows
the way to eternal glory. It is a brief recital of all that is past, and
a certain prediction of all that is to come. It reveals the only living
and true God, and shows the way to Him. It is a book of laws to
show right and wrong; a book of wisdom, that condemns all folly,
and makes the foolish wise; a book of truth, that detects all lies,
and confutes all errors; and a book of life, that gives life, and
shows the way from everlasting death. It is the most compendious
ibook in all the world, the most ancient, authentic, and entertaining
history that ever was published. It contains the most ancient antiquities, strange events, wonderful occurrences, heroic deeds, and unparalleled wars, describes the celestial, terrestrial, and infernal worlds. The
{)rigin of the angelic myriads, human tribes, and devilish legions.
It will instruct the most accomplished mechanic, and the profoudest
artist. It will teach the best rhetorician, and exercise every power
()f the most skilful arithmetician (Rev. xiii. 18), puzzle the wisest
:anatomist, and exercise the nicest critic. It corrects the vain
philosopher, and confutes the wise astronomer. It exposes the subtle
sophist, and makes diviners mad. It is a complete code of laws, a
perfect body of divinity and unequalled narrative, a book of lives, a
l)ook of travels, a book of voyages. The best covenant that ever
was agreed on, the best deed that ever was sealed, the best evidence
that ever was produced, the best will that ever was made, and the
best testament that ever was signed. To understand it, is to be wise
indeed; to be ignorant of it, is to be destitute of wisdom. It is
Little Faith's choice breast, and the strong man's substantial dish. It
is an exact balance in which a man may weigh both his spirit and his
actions, and tell the exact weight of himself and all mankind(Psalm lxii. 9); and the best of all is that it promises freedom to all
who embrace the truths of it, freedom from the reign of sin, of
Satan, and of death; and, except a man receive the trnth, the real
truth, and that in the love of it, he never shall be able to govern
2 R 2
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himself, or to bridle his temper, his passions, his tongue, or his sin"
(Mr. Huntington on "The Bible ").
Oh, that we might have the same experience of, and love to~
and high appreciation of the Book of God as His deal' saint had, whO"
penned the grand lines I have quoted. May we be able to say,
"Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against.
Thee" (Psalm cxix. 11).
THE FEAST.

" W7wt mean ye by this se1'vice? "-Exom:s xii. 26.
[Suggested by a sermon preached by the Rev. A. CHAMPION, on a. Communion
Sunday, in St. Mary's Church, Home, Suney.]

Do ye ask us what we mean
By this service here?
By it we commenwrate
Our deliverance clearOur deliverance from the hand
Of the tyrant-lord,
Who aye giveth death for hire,
Suffering for reward.

At this service sweet and calm,
We-His blood-bought ownConseC?'ate ourselves afresh
To Himself alone.
Publicly we offer up
Souls, and bodies too,
That they may be ever used
For His pleasure true.

At this service we cO?n?nune
With the glorious King,
Whose unrivalled love and grace
Glorious angels sing.
And, as 'neath His shadow fair
All together rest,
Each communes with each, and
all
Are divinely blest.

By this service we declare
That our hope abides
Confid-ent, and firm, and strong-,
'Mid earth's changing tides.
We assert our hearts expect,
Christ will quickly come,
And remove us, exiled oneR,
To His heavenly home.

At this service we CO')1,je8B
That the Lamb once slain,
Who is openly despised
By a worldly train,
Is our only Sacrifice
For transgressions great,
Is our holy, strengthening Food
In this desert state.

Now, ye friends, know what we
mean
By this service here;
Do ye wish to stay with us E
Go not out through fear.
If ye have confessed your sins
To the Perfect Priest,
If He have absolved your souIs.
Come, and "keep the Feast.uISA:.

LOVE OF THE BRETHRE~.
THERE is nothing, next Christ and heaven, the Devil grudges true
believers more than their peace and mutual love. If he cannot rend
them from Christ, he will endeavour to divide them. "This is My
commandment, that ye love one another." Observe how Christ appropriates this commandment to Himself, as if He would signify to the
disciples, that as He had one disciple who went by the name of "the
disciple whom Jesus loved," so He would have a darling commandment, in which He takes singular delight, and this was that they
should "love one another."-G1l1·nall.
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THE KC.U. ADOPTS TRANSUBSTANTIATION.
"Declaration" in favour of Transubstantiation, recently made
by the Romanizing "English Church Union," called forth the following
leading article in the columns of the English Chw'chman, which
we commend to the attention of our readers.
Our contemporary
said:From a controversial point of view, the formal pronouncement of
the English Church Union, adopted last week, on the fallacious
doctrine of the "Objective Real Presence" of Christ in 01' under
the Sacramental elements of bread and wine, is pregnant with
importance at the present crucial juncture in the Church crisis.
The fact that the deliberately planned manifesto bristles with historical, theological, and literary inaccuracies, as Dr. INcE, Regius
Professor of Divinity at Oxford, has scathingly and unanswerably
pointed out, in no way detracts from its significance as an uncompromising expression of belief on the part of its framers. The
Bishops and the Government now know, with approximate precision,
what it is that the nearly 40,000 followers of LORD HALIFAX contend for, and hold to be the doctrine of the Reformed Church of
England on the subject of the Lord's Supper.
The KC.U. Declaration is, of course, intended to be a counterblast
to the Opinion of the Archbishops on the practice of reserving the
consecrated elements. The doctrine promulgated in it is said to be
common to the "Catholic" Church. Nakedly stated, it is that
of the Council of Trent. Stripped of its technical phraseology,
the HALIFAX Declaration constitutes a formal assertion of faith
in the most preposterous of all medireval corruptions-the dogma
of Transubstantiation. "'IVe are not alone in this interpretation of the
Sacerdotal presentment. The Press organs of the party, which may
be taken to represent its convictions and aims, have not hesitated to
expound the text of the E.C. U. document in this serious light. Thus,
the Chunk Review, as the Roman Catholic Tablet observes, " interprets
the Declaration as equi\alent to a frank profession of faith in the
whole Catholic doctrine of Transubstantiation." Our Roman Catholic
contemporary is strictly within the limits of accuracy, for the Chunh
Review, commenting on the Declaration, thus argues the point :-" If
That Which lies upon the altar be the Body of the Lord, as He Himself said It was, It is That essentially and nothing else. Of a grossly
carnal figment, such as is the doctrine of 'Consubstantiation,' the
Church, of course, knows nothing. If our Lord's words be true, the
whole substance of the Bread has been made into the whole Substance
of the Saving Victim. This is what the Declaration, with the note
which is an integral part of it, means. This and nothing else. To
this the members of the Union to-day re-affirm their adherence.
This is thf'ir answer to the pronouncements made at ;Lambeth on the
first of May."
.
Precisely; the KC.U. has served an ultimatum on the whole
Bench of Bishops, and has taken pains to make it perfectly plain
that, in the event of the law on Reservation being put into force
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againRt recalcitrant priests, the policy of the Union will be war
The closing words of the Declaration contain the pith of the
threat. Tre terms are these :-" We, members of the English Church
. Union, holding fast" to the faith and teaching of the one Holy
Catholic and Apostolic Church-that in the Sacrament of the Lord's.
Supper the bread and wine, through the operation of the Holy Ghost,.
become, in and by consecration, according to our Lord's institution,
verily and indeed the Body and Blood of Christ, and that Christ ourLord, present in the same most holy Sacrament of the altar under the·
form of bread and wine, is to be worshipped and adored-desire, in.
view of present circumstances, to re-affirm, in accordance with the
teaching of the Church, our belief in this verity of the Christian
faith, and to declare that we shall abide by all such teaching and
practice as follow from this doctrine of the whole Catholic Church of
Christ."
Rather than surrender the superstitious beliefs and abandon the
idolatrous practices with which they are inseparably connected, LORD
HALIFAX and his rebellious legion would accept Disestablishment, with
all its attendant evils. Thus Church, State, and Nation are to be
imperilled if the Sacerdotalists are not to have their impossible
demands granted to them! Anarchy is to desolate the Church, and
the nation is no longer to make a profession of that faith to which the
British Empire owes its greatness and prosperity. ",Vere the matters·
at issue less sacred, the petulance evinced by the PRESIDENT of the
E.C.D. would create amusement. But past experience of Ritualistic
refractoriness and unscrupulousness lead us to vie'" the new departure
adopted by the rebel party in the Establishment in a very gra'\e
light.
The issue really raised is-Whether the people of England are
prepared to enter into a truce with Idolatry, and with those whoteach and practice it. The restoration of the idolatrous Mass, to the
great dishonour of God and the ruin of the souls of men, is.
the paramount question before the country. The Bishops are well
acquainted with the law of "this Church and Realm." They know
that the SOVEREIGN is, by Act of Parliament, pledged to uphold "the
Protestant Reformed Religion," and has formally made a Declaration
against the dogma of Transubstantiation. Yet they tolerate in their
dioceses flagrant violations of the law, both in the public teaching and
religious practices of their clergy; they promote to positions of high
trust and large emolument the chief malefactors; and they hand o\"erthe defenceless laity to the tender mercies of grievous wolves.
The remedy, however, is, under God, largely in the hand" of the
people themselves. They will shortly be in a constitutional position.
to record their convictions in a potential shape, by returning a Protestant majority to Parliament, out of which a Protestant Ministry may
be formed, followed by such legislation as shall purge the Church of
the presence of Prelatical and Clerical traitors, and restore to every
parish in the land the fully preached Gospel of Christ and that
Scriptural worship which is the birthright of "this Protestant
Kingdom."
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. F. J. HANIIL'rON, D.D.
SANCTIFIED learning is a mighty instrument in the service and
interests of the Gospel of the grace of GOD. It is an instructive fact
that, from the days of the Apostle PAUL to our own times, many of
the most powerful intellects have been men taught by the HOLY GHOST
"the deep things of GOD." The era of the Protestant Reformation was
singularly characterized by the production of mental greatness allied
with profound knowledge of Bible truth and zeal in the testimony of
it. So, too, post-Reformation times. Eminent examples of these facts
will, doubtless, occur to our readers, and among them the names of
JOHN CALVIK, BISHOP JEWELL, ARCHBISHOP USHER, SIR ISAAC NEWTOK,
THOMAS GOODWIN, JOHN OWEN, and Dr. GILL. The learned writings
of these and other men of sanctified genius and scholarship are a rich
and enduring heritage which the Church of GOD may well prize and
jealously conserve. During the present, and now fast-dying century,
GOD has raised up many witnesses-men" mighty in the Scriptures,"
like ApOLLOS, eloquent men, and" instructed in the way of the Lord."
And such highly endowed adYocates of the whole counsel of God we
have still in our midst; They are not to be found associated exclusively \yith anyone of the Christian Churches. But certainly the
National Church pos'esses a goodly number of them, though they not
infrequently have to be "sought out," for the grace of humility and
self-abnegation flourishes best when associated with the high altitudes
of spiritual knowledge and the pure atmosphere of intelligent fellowship
with GOD. A refreshing example of this is furnished in the subject of our
current Portrait-the Rev. FREDERICK JOHN i HAMILTON, D.D., a sketch
of whose career we lay before our readers with no small pleasure.
Dr. HAMILTON was born in 1855. His father was the Rector of a
p<trish in the vVest of Ireland, large in extent but sparse in Protestant population, an earnest preacher of the doctrines of Divine
grace, and through him he first receiwd a knowledge of the truth
in Jesus. In Trinity College, Dublin, he obtained many distinctions,
among them: -First place at Entrance, Catechetieal (or Scripture)
prizes, Hebrew Sizarship, two First Hebrew prizes, Syriac and
Chaldee prize, Wall Biblical Scholarship, First Class at B.A.
degree, First of First at Final Divinity Examination, with others.
He subsequently passed the examination for the degree of B.D.,
and in 1893 his University conferred the degree of D.D. upon
him, in recognition of his translation of the "Syriac Remains of the
History of Zachariah of1l1itylene." This learned work he afterwards
revised and annotated, in conjunction with Mr. E. W. BROOKS, and
it has been edited by Professor BUllY, and published as one of
the series of Byzantine Texts.
Dr. H.BIILTON was ordained Deitcon at "Tuam in 1878, and
Presbyter at Kilkenny in the following year. He held curacies in
Gorey, co. Wexford, ::tnd Sligo; and the Incumbencies of Knocknarea, co. Sligo, and Cavan. In 1885 he accepted a post on the
London Diocesan Home Mission, as assistant at St. ThOl;nas's,
Finsbury Park, a place which since that time has, regrettably,

560

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

passed into the hands of the Ritualists. He was afterwards Senior
Curate of Christ Church, Barnet, with which in former days the
name of the Rev. 'VILLIAM PE:-<NEFATHER was so intimately and
honourably connected, and where the first United Conferences
were held. In 1891 he was chosen by the Trustees as Incumbent 0
Ram's Episcopal Chapel, Homerton, which appointment he still holds.
Ram's Chapel was built in 1727, and it became a Trustee Church
in 1791. The well-known author of Spiritual Religion and of many
other books of a similar nature, the Rev. THO)IAS GRIFFITHS, Prebendary of St. Paul's, was Incumbent for over forty years, and many
gathered in those days to hear his thoughtful and instructive expositions of the 'Vord; but the' social conditions of Homerton and
Hackney has greatly degenerated since then, and it is becoming
increasingly difficult to maintain this old and well-knmYll centre of
Protestant and Evangelical work. Sermons for the C. ;\1. S. and other
good causes were here preached in past days, by the Revs. CHARLES
SIMEON, LEGH RICHMOND, VENK, and other celebrated Evangelical
divines, whose autographs are preserved in the Preachers' Books of
the ChapeL The congregations attending have for long been steady
and generous supporters of Missionary work, at home and abroad,
and the mantle of departed generations still rests in this respect
upon the present members. Dr. HAMILTON is assisted by several
voluntary lay helpers, who work with him most happily, but he is
personally responsible for all the clerical work himself, funds not
being sufficient to provide a Curate; hence, he cannot undcrtake as
much external preaching and lecturing as he could desirc. The
causes which he has chiefly endea,oured to advocate throughout the
land are Protestantism as against Ritualism and Romanism; and
the integrity of the Holy Scriptures as against the daring assaults
and wild conjectures of the so-called "Higher Critics." It is his
earnest endeavour to make his discourses simple, Evangelical, and
practical, varied by occasional pulpit addresses upon controversial
matters. Sometimes he takes a Scripture character, or a book, and
expounds it in a series of sermons. He always utilizes the Advent
season for dealing definitely with the truth of the Second Coming of
our Lord. 'Vriting to us, he says :-" 1 can thankfully record
many instances of spiritual blessing through the instrumentality
of my preaching and private ministrations, and would ascribe all the
glory to Him to whom it rightfully belongs. It is my earnest
desire to maintain Ram's Chapel as a centre and refuge of Church
of England Protestantism, in these'troublous times. There are but
few left in North-east London now. It is the onlY church in the
Rural Deanery of Hackney in which aggressive 'w~rk is carried on.
Holding this lonely fortress in the midst of vigilant, active, and
numerous foes, m'!,y I beg the prayers of the Lord's people, for
grace and help to be steadfast and to strengthen the things that
remain 1"
We earne3tly commend to the prayers and help of God's truthloving people, the faithful labours. of this devoted and most able
servant of Christ.
THE EDITOR.
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THE NIGHT VISION.
By THE LATE DR. F. W. KRUMMACHER.
" I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a 1'ed horse, and he
stood among the myTtle trees that were in the bottom,. and behind him
ioeTe theTe red hones, speckled, and white."--ZECHARIAH i. 8.
THE prophecies of Zechariah contain some of the most deeply intel'esting and cheering revelations that ever were disclosed under thc
Old Testament dispensation. This prophet much resembles Ezekiel
in his fervour, and Isaiah in his sublime imagery and mysterious
visions. Like the latter, he may truly be styled an evangelical
prophet. The Anointed One of God and His kingdom. are the
centre and axis about which the fiery wheel of all his revelations and
imagery turns. The vision in our text is both beautiful and consoling. Let us consider1. THE Tnm WHEN 11' WAS SEEN.

n.

r.

THE VISION ITSELF, WITH ITS SPIRITUAL IMPORT.

The time when the Yision was seen is expressed in the words
of the text. "I saw," saith the prophet, "by night." Primarily
he meant natural night, "hile men slept. At that season the Lord
came to him, opening the prophet's spiritual eyes, and causing to
pass before him, like a pictured scene in bright and glowing colours,
a sublime and cheering vision. For it seemed good unto the Holy
Ghost to attest that important truth, that "the Keeper of Israel
neither slumbereth nor sleepeth," on this occasion, by a proof of
fact, to render it the more impressive; for which purpose He comes
to the prophet in the darkness of the night. Nearly all the saints
of the Old and New Testament have had some experience of such
Illightly visits of God; and the wise Elihu thus speaks of them to
J ob as a thing very common in his time: "In a dream, in a vision
of the night, \I'hen deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings
upon the bed; then He openeth the ears of men, and sealeth their
instruction, that He may withdraw man from his purpose, and hide
pride from man" (Job xniii. 15-17). :JIany haTe experienced the
truth of this, and, like Kicodemus, ha,e become acquainted with
Jesus by night. At that season, ,,,hen the body is at rest, when the
senses are shut up by darkness and silence, and withdrawn from the
turmoil of daylight distractious, then is the soul's hearing more acute;
the thoughts proceed with less restraint, and unimpeded meditation
.dives deeper into the truth of things. 'l'hen does the trumpet of the
Divine Word peal with redoubled force in the ear of conscience;
the thunder of its maledictions is appalling; and the alarms
raised by the inward accuser are more awakening and terrible. And
when the clear vision of our sins, of our vain and erring life, of our
broken vows and resolutions, of our impurity and hypocrisy; the clear
prospect of death that awaits us, with the certainty of a judgment to
(lome, to which we are every day drawing nearer and nearer; the
dear view of the sufferings of that Saviour whom we have betrayed
and crucified afresh: when visions such as these break in upon our
l'etirement, haunt u~ in our beds, and fix themselves before the eyes of
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our minds-then do we feel strong discipline applied to us, and a
powerful kind of instruction sealed to us by the Almighty. And
whither at such seasons can we flee to escape it 1 Into the company
of mirthful friends and acquaintance 1 They, too, are in their beds,
and fast asleep. Into the avocations and bustle of business 1 Its doors
are closed for the night. Into the streets or market-place, among
the throng of the neighbourhood1 The streets are void, and the
market-place is silent.
It is night; and there is nothing at hand
wherewith to deafen the ear, veil the mental eye, and drive away
serious thought. Then is the soul trouLled; it is tossed like a vessel
on the stormy waves; its anchor is cast this way and that way, but
finds no hold. The troubled sinner looks out for a haven, but every
thing like it is tempestuous as the open sea; and he seems rocked
over an abyss.
He would gladly charm a,my the storm within
him; he endeavours to rally his day-light thoughs, and to reason with
himself, saying, Why should I be troubled? there is no real danger.
But it is all to no purpose. Consolation has no place within him; his
uneasiness only increases the more ; till he finds Him who can say,
"Pea,ce, be still!" and who spreadeth forth His hands in the midst of
us (Isaiah xxv. 11).
Numberless Christians have at one time or
another experienced those awful and terrible, but salutary and
beneficial night scenes; and can say after the manner of Eliphaz the
Temanite, "In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep
sleep falleth on men, fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all
my bones to shake" (Job iv. 13, 1-±). Oh ye "'ho in the day-time,amidst
the noise of this world, neglect to hear the ,"oice of God, may you in
such nightly visitations of the .·Umighty soon be fa,oured to hear Him
speaking to you more forcibly and intelligibly! Let this night, rather
than that of to-morrow, be preferred for serious meditation; "If thou
save not thy life to-night, to-morrow thou shalt be slain"
(1 Sam. xix. 11).
Lay such a thought to heart, when you again lie
down to rest.
" I saw by night," saith the prophet; and these words may remind
us of the circumstances of the time at which the vision was
given.
Zechariah prophesied about five hundred years before
the birth of Christ,
He had lived with his parents in the
captivity of Babylon; but after the friendly edict of Cyrus,
king of Persia, he returned with the first company under
Zerubbabel to the country of his fathers, and assisted
at the rebuilding of the holy city and its temple.
Then
was a time of great joy and jubilant expectation.
God,
who remembered His Covenant with their fathers, had again
decidedly appeared for His people Israel; and all seemed raised by
the cheering hope of golden days at hand, Then was it not night,
but bright day in Israel; nevertheless, the glory was of short
duration, for the men of Samaria brought a dark cloud upon it.
Hardly had the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the temple with gladness
and great zeal commenced, when these strangers, who were rather
heathens than Jews, but who wished to share an equal right to the
common worship of the temple, offered to assist them in the work.
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This offer was necessarily refused; and the refusal stirred up ill
blood. The men of Samaria sent an address to the court of Persia,
bitterly calumniating the inhabitants of Jerusalem, as a disloyal,
and seditious race; and gained credit to their misrepresentations.
Hence ensued a royal edict, prohibiting the building of the city and
temple, and licensing the intruders of Saniaria to obstruct the work
with fire and sword; so that it was a time of trouble and tumult,
a time of sore distress and dejection. God seemed again to have
forsaken His people, for their fairest prospects were suddenly
darkened, as if the loveliest morning had been overcast with
midnight gloom. Here then is "the night" wherein Zechariah S'l.W
the vision. The gloom of that night encompassed him, and had
entered his very soul; for every thing at present tended to fill the
minds of God's people with doubt and despondency. They could no>
longer discern Him near to them, as Israel's protector.
" I saw by night, and behold!" saith Zechariah. Let us apply
these words, by way of accommodation, to the spiritual night of
Christians. For night in a spiritual sense is only dreadful, when
we are depri,ed of spi1'itllal ,ision, when the eyes of the understanding are darkened. It is night, when with sufferings upon us,
we do not recognise the Hand that inflicts them. It is night, when
we find ourselves in a wilderness of perplexity, where we can
discern no way out in any direction. It is night, when a curse
seems to destroy our temporal prosperity, and we cannot. perceive
whence proceeds that which is depriving us of our honour and
credit, our welfare and family peace; whether it is from heaven
above, or from hell beneath, or from incidental circumstances around
us. It is night, when from the world calumniating and mistaking
us, we appeal to God, but there is "neither voice, nor any to
answer, nor any that regardeth." It is night, when, having sunk
into the depths of distress, we cry out of pain and anguish, but
imagine that our cry is 10 t in the air, and that our prayer is
altogether ineffectual, because no help seems ready at hand, nofootsteps of relief are audible, no prospect da"Ils, no opening is
given; but our way throu"h the dark ,alley remains to us an
inexplicable mystery, with regard to which we cannot guess
what end is to be answered, or what will be its issue. In
such cases, night may be said to have overtaken us; for the
great Light which makes and rules the day, is gone down
out of sight, and we are in the situation described by
Job, who speaks of himself as "the man whose way is hid, and God
hath hedged him in" (Job iii. 23). Nevertheless," unto the upright
there ariseth light in the darkness" (Psalm cxii. 4). This was the
case with Job himself; for in due time the meaning and salutary
"end of the Lord" were shown to him (James v. 11). This was the
case with Hagar; for the angel surprised her by a well of water in
the wilderness, and opened her eyes to behold it (Gen. xxi. 17,
19). Likewise with Abraham; for the Angel Jehovah "called unto
him out of heaven, and said, Lay not thine hand. upon the lad,
neither do thou any thing unto him" (Gen. xxii. 11, 12), and his
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great trial was immediately at an end.
Likewise with Jacob; for
,the Lord blessed him in that night of severe conflict, and gave him
the name of Israel, a prince with God, saying, "As a prince hast
thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed" (Gen.
xxxii. :28). Similar is the, experience of Christians at present, and I
may say, of many amongst us. For have you not been surprised
with help and deliverance, as with the suddenness of lightning 1 Has
not a blessing often entered the house like an unexpected guest 1
Has not gloom often disappeared as fast as vapour that just now
girded the hills; and has not light poured in upon you quickly, and
shown you why God led you thus 1
And yet, my brethren, this is not properly a seeing by night;
for we here imply the return of sunshine, or at least the breaking
'Of dawn into the cave Adullam; we here imply that God has again
permitted Himself to be spiritually seen and felt, so that the soul
cannot but cry out, "Thou hast turned my darkness into day."
But when our heaven still abides clothed in blackness, and God's
'Paths are untraceable in the deep waters; when the poor soul is
obliged to cling blindly to that rock on which it is written, "All
His works are faithful," and rests with implicit faith on that word,
"What I do thou lmowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter;" when believing against belief, and hoping against hope, it
stays itself upon Him, because He saith, "Cast all thy care on Me,
ror I care for thee;" "1\Then thou passest through the waters,
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not o,erfiow
thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee: for I am the Lord thy
God; the Holy One of Israel, thy Sanour; fear not, for I am \\'ith
thee" (Isaiah xliii. 2, 5) ;-when we lay hold of such promises as
these, and make them our rampart, setting before our inward eye
the same Lord who said to Manoah, "Why askest thou after My
11ame, seeing it is Wondeljul ?" (Judges xiii. 18), and from this one
attribute derive milk and honey in the desert; or when, without
seeing, tasting, or feeling, we comfort ourselves with the remembrance that we are under the care of the same God who delivered
Daniel from the mouths of the lions; the same God who could
preserve His three servants in the midst of the burning fiery
furnace; who commanded a fish to serve as an ark to Jonah in the
depths of the sea, and commissioned the rayens to feed Elijah
morning and evening in the wilderness; when, with whatever lack
of light and comfort, we can trust and stay ourselves on such a God
as this :-tben have we learnt the bles'>ed art of seeing in darkness, and of discovering the sun itself behind the thick cloud; then
may we take up the prophet's parable, and sa,;, "I saw by night,
'and behold!"
But there is another kind of spiritual night more fearful still.
David feared it when he said, "Hide not Thy face from me, lest I
be like unto them that go down into the pit" (Psalm cxliii. 7). Yet
even here there may be vision in the midst of darkness, and this is
11 favDur indeed.
When the adversary assails me with unholy
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suggestions, or with unbelieving doubts and fears, and no deliverance
is felt, then indeed it is night about me, and the sun is far below'
my horizon. Yet, 10, there occurs to me the thought of Him in
whom is fulfilled the prediction, "0 death, I will be thy pestilence ;.
o hades, I will be thine utter destruction" (Hos. xiii. 14); and
there is brought home to me that other mighty truth, that in Him
I have already" overcome the wicked one" (1 John ii. 14), so that
he cannot essentially injure me. Thus it is given me as trusting all
to the care of Him who is my triumphant Head, to ., glorify God
in the fires," to be quiet in the midst of unquietness; and what else
is this but bright vision in the midst of darkness 1 " I saw by night,
and behold!"
When from a grievous falling away, my soul awakes in terror;.
when despair is almost looking me in the face, and suggesting to me
as to Cain, that "my iniquity is too great to be forgiven" (Gen
iv. 13);. then truly I am sitting in darkness, and on me is no light
shining. But all at once I remember the E,erlasting Father, wh()
drew Solomon out of the deepest mire, and thus still verified the
name He had freely gi,en him in his cradle, the name" Jedidiah,
because of the Lord" (2 Sam. xii. 24, 25); and more than this, there
is brought to my remembrance the Good Shepherd, who left the
ninety and nine in the wilderness, that He might go and seek the
one sheep which had gone astray;. and when He had found it, He
bore it home on His shoulders rejoicing. These blessed recollections
at such a season are grateful indeed;. and though I cannot yet feel
that the Lord is with me, neither can shout for joy that I "have
obtained mercy," but my soul still waits with trembling;. nevertheless,
some encouragement of hope has returned to me: "I saw by night,
and behold! behold!"
When the blessed belief, that "Godcl,/t;eUeth in us, and we in
God," is not realized; when what is His seems gone from me,
and "What is mine and sinful, only remains;. when the activity of
my spiritual life seems uddenly, at an end, and I can no longer
behold within me the e,idences of grace; when the faith that
heretofore could shout for joy, is shrunk into one poor and forced sigh,.
"Lord, rebuke me not in Thy "Wrath, neither chasten me in Thy hot
displeasure;. " when love is cold, and the unhappy soul cries out with
David, "I am like unto them that lie in the grave," and can no longer
think of having a portion in Judah; when, by and by, sin can be
committed without tears of sorrow; and stumbling, without real
contrition;. when reading the Scriptures brings no enjoyment, and
praying has no fervency in it-oh, this is a night of darkness! Still
even in such night there is seeing by faith, which will not be thwarted
by our poverty of feeling, neither owes its life to taste and relish. He
who is "THE AMEN," has in such a time of deadness visited us in the
glory of His faithfulness and truth, so that in spirit we could hear Him
say, "The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but My
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the Covenant of My
peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee"
(Isaiah liv. 10). 'rIms we obtain more than a glimpse of "Him who
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justifieta the ungodly," and who calls only for empty vessels, that
He 1nayfill them with His glory. Thus is opened to us the mystery
ofthat justification which comes not from any thing in us, but by the
love, prayers, and intercession of Jesus; and though I seem to feel,
taste, and see nothing, and my heart within me is desolate, yet I am
permitted to cast myself in simple faith upon the Lord, who hath said,
"My grace is sufficient for thee!" And thus is the night overpowered; not so, indeed, as that the sun itself has peered down upon
me through the dark cloud, and thrown its beams sensibly into my
:soul; but that my faith nevertheless has stretched itself forth, and found
its way through the dark veil, so as to commune with the sun behind
the cloud. When such visions in darkness have been ,ouchsafed to
the servants of the Lord, they can exultingly say, "I saw by night,
.and behold! behold!"
(To be concluded.)

WHAT AILETH THEE 7
By THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN, BATH.

most of my readers are at no loss for an answer to this
question.
If they were to tell out their own hearts' tale, what
a variety of griefs, and cares, and crosses would be turned up to
view!
It is a world of sorrow, and we live to prove it; and, as years
Toll on, the way does not mend. This the godless find out in a
greater or less degree. "But," say some, "surely with the child of
God it is otherwise." Nay, the believer, from the first breath of
spiritual life to his last sigh, li,es to realize thi truth, "In the world
ye shall have tribulation."
With the first dawn of Divine light trouble comes. The world has
lost its charms, and a. gap is left in the breast.. The sight and
sense of sin brings with it trouble. Persecution from those without,
mostly marks the pathway of the believer. Old friends fall off, old
ties are broken, old pursuits are relinquished. Practices and
<lpinions, that made up the false religion which gave peace, vanish
before the light of truth; and the young believer stands in the
solitude of finding all within wrong, without being able to discern
what is right. "They grope for the wall as the blind." What
aileth thee 7 may be asked; but souls thus led can gill' no clear
answer to the question. They only know by heart-feeling they want to
be happy.
But there is another class who, enlightened by grace, advance a
step further. They feel assured God has had dealings with them in
conviction of sin, in showing up the worth of Christ, in speaking a
kind word now and then to their soul, in providential answers to
prayer; but all this availeth nothing, for they want to enjoy the
testimony: recorded by one of old, "Mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." The remedy they want for all they feel and fear is a sight of
Christ. Their cry is, "Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation."
THE
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Here no evidences avail, no creature-work ean profit. A blameless
life, occasional enjoyments, the light of truth, comfort obtained from
various sources, a11 go for nothing in the way of internal satisfaction.
Many who are yearning for a closer walk with God, look with amazement on such when they express doubts as to their own state, and
fears about the end. But the evidences that are plain to others
afford. no evidence to ourselves; and the testimony that puts
doubts and fears aside, and completely satisfies the soul, is no
€viderrce to others. Said the Lord to His disciples, "My peace
I give unto' you: not as'the world giYcth give I unto you." This
touches the point; the world gets first, and then' gives. Not
so Jesus; He gives, and then gets: and He te11s us the way in which
this is effected: "When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He wi11 guide
you into a11 truth: for He sha11 not speak of [or from] Himself; but
whatsoever He sha11 hear, that shaH He speak. . . . He shaH glorify
Me: for He shaH receive of Mine, and shaH show it unto you." Here
we have our Lord's description of His o\\'n work in the soul: the Spirit
reveals the Son of God to the sinner, and the faith which is of Divine
()peration sees the sal,ation ,\Tough out by Christ, and enters into the
peace of the Gospel. Here we trace 110 prerequisite, no qualification, no
conditions, but the so,ereign act of a Co,enant God, disclosing to the
€ye of faith the finished work of Jesus Christ. This is the spot where
the believer finds rest and peace. Here the eye of faith turns away
from marks and evidences within or without, and gets satisfaction from
the doing, dying; resurrection, and ascension of the Christ of God, the
co-equal and co-eternal Son, and the everlasting Friend of elect sinners.
"But," say some, "how is this to be known? How is aH this to be
-enjoyed?" By the sovereign act of the Spirit. It is the Spirit takes
()f the things of Christ, and shows them to us. It is the Spirit that
guides into all truth. It is the Spirit that enables us to cry, Abba,
Father. It is the Spirit that helpeth our infirmities. It is the Spirit
that beareth witness with our spirits that we are the children of God.
It is the Spirit that quickeneth. It i- the Spirit that glorifies Christ;
"for He shall receive of :JIine, and shou' it unto you." And this is the
sum and substance, the history and mystery of a God-giyen and heavenborn religion. Until the Spirit be poured from on high, and the
finished work of Christ be revealed to faith as a matter of personal
interest, the question, "What aileth thee? " wi11 call forth this answer,
" I want to know I am a child of God." After all, it is a great mercy
to know where we stand, and to feel "'hat we need. This gives us our
€rrands to the throne of grace. This makes us sensible suppliants.
<fhis makes us search the Word. This makes us wait upon, and watch
for God.
But the question, "What aileth thee?" may draw forth a long and
dark list of trials, difficulties in providence, a crooked path, a diseased
body, a tormenting cross, trying connexions, sore bereavements, pinching
poverty; these are a few out of many sorrows that mark a wilderness
way. And yet, however conflicting and linked on to second causes, are
all- appointed, marked out, and chosen by infinite wisdom and dateless
love. And, furthermore, a11 laid under tribute to do the believer good
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to call out faith, prayer, patience, submission, communion with God,
separation from the world, union with a suffering Church on earth, and
yearnings after the "rest that remaineth fer the people of God in
heaven." If whatever aileth thee thus works, the cause proceedeth
from the Lord. All that leads to God, comes from God; and of the
evils deplored, no matter what, the ""Vord of God declares, "All
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to His purpose."
But is there no balm in Gilead for the wounds of the wilderness ~
Blessed be God, there is; and so all the Lord's family in all ages have
found: not indeed at all times, as some would have us believe, but at.
such times when the Spirit of God takes of the things of Christ and
shows them to the soul. Then there is healing for thc troubled heart;
the voice of prayer is exchanged for the song of praise; and, as of old,
the revived, comforted Israel of God can say, ,,'When the Lord turned
again the captivity of Zion, we were like unto them that dream." No
more sighs and tears for that time; no more complaints and lamentations when the Spirit of God is present. The shining forth of the
Sun of righteousness has changed the aspect of everything around.
" The yoke is broken because of the anointing." Crosses are lightened,
circumstances take another hue, and trials that seemed past all
endurance are looked at with submission, and, it may be, contentment.
"What aileth thee 7" "Nothing," says the favoured soul; "all I
want is grace and power daily to praise the Lord for all His mercies,
and, in union of spirit with the Psalmist, to say, 'I will bless the
Lord at all times: His praise shall be continually in lll: mouth, :'ly
soul shall make her boast in the Lord; the humble shall hear thereof,
and be glad. 0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His
name together.'''
"Holy Father, God of love!
Throned in majesty above,
Just and true are all Thy ways,
Worthy of eternal praise.
"Fill my heart with Thy rich
grace,
Then with joy I'll run my race;
Christ's fair image on me seal,
And Thy love in Him reveal.

"Holy Jesus, Lamb of God,
Send Thy healing Word abroad;
Show how strong and kind Thou
art,
Let me see Thy loving heart.
" Holy Spirit, quick'ning breath!
Work in us Thy precious faith;
Bless our hearts with gospel peace,
Furnish us with every grace.

"Breathe upon us from above,
Teach us truth and give us love;
All that feel Thy quick'ning flame,
Will adore and bless Thy name."
[This article may be had in the form of a half-penny booklet, from
Mr. J. C. Pembrey, 164, Walton Street, Oxford.]
HE who is born of God will never be torn from Him.
feel more encouragement III looking
triumphs, than at their own failures.
CHRISTIANS

at

Christ's
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~Drr.es~onb.enct .
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel .ivlagazine.
DEAR SIR,-With your kind permission, I would once again lay before,
your readers a few testimonies relative to. the good work which is being·
done amongst our soldiers and sailors. yVhen, two years ago, we ..circulated an amollnt of literature, of truth amongst the soldiers on Ralis;
bury Plain, little did we think that in so short a time would so man!}' of
the brave men lay down their lives for their country in Africa. I 14tve,
reason to believe that some of those soldiers were then brought to the,
Lord Jesus and to a knowledge of the truth, and are now at home with,
the Lord, who loved them with" an everlasting love.". Oh, what an
encouragement to labour on, not knowing when or where the blessing
may descend. He has made known eternal purposes of love to many,
Verily, He "worketh all things after the counsel of His own wilL" The
Lord has of late granted many blessings to the work in which we, are
engaged. To Him be the praise!
By request, I acknowledge, \\ith ,Yarmest thanks, a parcel of GOSPEL
}iAGAZIXES for the troops in Africa, from 1I1:rs. Hobbs, Liverpool; £1 for
the Mission, from Hitchen; 5s. for the Mission and parcel of books, from
A. P. N.; 10s. for the Mission, and a contribution for .my own personaL
use, from Mrs. FOl"Ster, Hastings. To all these kind friends, .and every.
kind friend who'has.helped the Mission, or myself,.Itender my heartfelt
thanks.
FROM A SAILORS' MISSION.
DEAR MR. BRl'DER,~The parcel of books which you, have so kindly
sent has reached me safely. Thank you very, very much. They are most
valuable in our work among the sailors, and we pray that:God~s ble,ssing
may rest upon the distribution. Thank you for kind inquiries. God. is
~iving me back strength-for His service. Praise Him! May He al:mnc
dantly bless your work.
FROM Lmmox.
I thank you for. yOill' many tokens of kindness towards me in wr~tiJ;lg,
and sending me the nice little dainty pieces. which have :been blesf!cd )<.0
my poor soul, especially the sermon by Mr. Tryon, on the" Powei" of Qod.":
Yours faithfully,.. . i . '
i
St. Mark's Road, Salisbury, June 4th, 1900.
R. E.BRIDER. U
OH, beloved, is· thy position in life a trying one?, Hast thou" no
one to speak to about divine things? Art thou obliged to keep' the
secret to thyself? Never mind; Christ knows where tlwu -art, andH,ci
can and will sustain thee under all the workings, of thy career. Tl1e
Blessed One behind our wall will not desert thee; the oilo.f Diyi,ne,
grace will keep theeali-ve, even though thou ,artcorupelled, to cl, \y~U
where Satan, seerus to have the sway in all that surroupds" tlie,e.''4
George COlOell.
2 s
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
GREAT interest has been recently aroused in the events which are
taking place in China, and intense anxiety has been felt respecting the
fate of about a thollsand Europeans, including a large number of
missionaries and their families, who have been shut up in Pekin.
The troops which were dispatched from the seaports to the relief of
Pekin were unable to force their way thither, and they were compelled
to retire to Tientsin; and as the Chinese Imperial troops have made
common cause with the" Boxers," or rebels, it was feared that nothing
could save the Europeans from a horrible massacre. This, it appears,
has actually taken place. There is no direct communication with
Pekin at the time at which we write, but from indirect communications
which have been received from different sources, there seems to be no
doubt that one of the most disgraceful and one of the most cruel
deeds which has ever been mentioned in history has been perpetrated
in the Chinese capital, and that the accredited representatives of the chief
nations of the world, whose liyes are supposed to be considered as sacred,
and their dependents and their guards, together with a considerable
number of missionaries, their wives, and their families, after having been
shut up together in the British Residency for many days, and defending
themselves in the most heroic manner against ovenvhelming forces,
haye been overpowered and brutally and horribly murdered. The
whole of the civilized world will be intensely shocked at this outrage,
and vigorous steps are being taken to inflict punishment upon the
Chinese nation for it; but it is a mournful and a humiliating fact that,
in all probability, it could ha,e been prevented if the Great Powers
had not been so jealous of one another that they were unwilling to
consent to LORD SALISBURY'S wise suggestion that the Japanese should
act quickly on their behalf. The Japanese could effectively haye done
this, having a large force all ready, and being so near; but time
was allowed to slip by whilst the Powers hesitated, consulted, and
delayed, and then the appalling catastrophe took place. Great fears
also are entertained for the safety of the Europeans who are stationed
in other parts of China, although happily so far the outbreak does
not seem to be rapidly extending, or to be countenanced by the great
bulk of the Chinese people.
WE have no reason to blame ourselves directly for this outbreak of
fanaticism and fury, but we may have reason indirectly to do so,
for our treatment of China in the past has certainly not been either
wise or just.. Canon GARRAT1', of Ipswich, writiug upon this subject,
says: "We forced the admission of Indian opium into China by two
wars.
We at least encouraged-I believe a much stronger word
would be n:ore accurat,e -the Hindoos to grow poison for others
instead of food for themseh'es; and from this sin England has neYel'

The Gospel JWagazine.
ceased, though warned by Christian men, both at home and abroad,
of the danger of persisting in it. There has been no national confession of guilt, and no forsaking of the sin. Opium has been mentioned by " Boxers" in their proclamations, but most likely the real
desire for the abolition of the traffic has ceased in China. The existence of the sin seems to have been very much forgotten in England.
Can we think that God has forgotten it 1 Can we have any difficulty
in understanding why this country should be suffering from famine
in India and from all that is happening in China 1 However statesmen
may try to get rid of the thought, the fact still remains that there
is a God in heaven who deals with nations in righteousness."
'fHE war in South Africa is slowly drawing to a close, but it is
still marked sometimes by untoward incidents. The Boers, with their
remarkable power of mobility, and intimate knowledge of their country,
have repeatedly surprised bodies of our trrops, and, surrounding them
with superior numbers, have compelled them to snrrender; they are
also constantly threatening to cut off our communications, and
endeavouring to destroy the railway lines and the telegraph wires.
In this way they manage to keep onr soldiers spread out over
immense distances, and force them to be continuously on the watch.
Then they magnify their small successes, and thus they encourage
their fellow-burghers to prolong their opposition. This is a great
pity, for it can do no good, and it leads to a large amount of useless
expenditure, useless suffering, and waste of human life.
THE Bill for the Federation of our Australian Colonies has become
law, and those great appendages to the British Empire have thus
become more closely united to one another and to the Empire than
they have ever been before. The QUEEX, with her thoughtfulness,
and cognizance of the significance of little things, has presented to the
Colonies the table, the pen, and the inkstand, upon and with which she
signed that important document, as well a,s a second copy of it. If we
could arrange, in addition to federation, for the whole of our colonies to
have perfectly free trade with one another and with the Mother
Country, and also to have direct telegraphic cable communication, and
a general penny postage, the advantages and benefits of the union
,,'ould be speedily and greatly augmented and intensified.

A~D would it not be possible to adYantageously exte;)d this union
still further 1 The venerable Dr. P.HOX, who is now making an
extensive tour through the United States of America, says that a
good deal of unfriendly feeling has been lately shown in America,
towards Great Britain in connection with the War in South Africa,
but that it has been chiefly shown by Irish and American agitators;
and he has found that to a very large extent the heart of intelligent
Americans is with us; and he adds :-" I hope the day will soon come
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when the Stars and Stripes and the old Union Jack will beullited and
firmly bound together for all defensive purposes.
And not only
America and Britain, but the whole English speaking portions of the
world, and also of the German Empire. If these great nations were
all firmly united in the interests of humanity, and for God's glory and
honour, they could dictate peace to all nations, prevent oppression and
cruelty among many, and give peace and· prosperity to the world. T
do hope and pray that such a blessed and united state of affairs will
soon be brought to pass. Let us all pray for it to come soon and that
wars may cease." Our readers will doubtless cordially unite in this
hope and this prayer.
DR. PA'l'ON is expected to visit Great Britaiu in the autumn, and to
give a large number of farewell addresses in different centres. The
exact time of his arrival is not yet fixed, but it will probably be about
the beginning of October.

'It is very difficult for us who live at home, with our many advantages and comforts, to realize the hardships and discomforts which
sometimes missionaries have to put up 'With.
We are reminded of
tnem by the following extract taken from a letter written by the
BISHOP of MOOSONEE, in the "Great Lone Land" of North America : " I have been a great wanderer since last June, and the end is not
yet; for I do not expect to reach my home and headquarters till
next September. I travelled about 500 miles by canoe in June and
July, then about 2,000 miles by train and steamboat j and after
attendipg the Session of Provincial Synod in iYillnipeg, I had to
travel some 900 'miles by canoe and open boat, landing the last day
()f September, after many days of "hat might have been real winter.
Then a' pause of three months at little; out-of-the-way, d'lsolate
GJhurchill, and then a rather hard "alk on' snowshoes of 200 miles'
to: 'York Factory.'· But to you who travel by road, rail, or steamboat, the mileage hardly conveys the real amount of travel.
Let
me, then, put it in days. Six weeks' travel in June and July,
another six weeks and a half in August and September, and a week
in January. During those thirteen weeks I was in the open air
most of the time, slept under canvas or in full open air all but a
few nights, had plenty of fatiguing exercise, and not always as much'
food as I could have consumed comfortably. In our journey in open
boat in September, along the bleak and barren shores to Churchill
(I had a lady and two children with me, who bore the trial bravely
and cheerfully), we had quite wintry weather-hard frosts, snowstorms, and gales of wind~quite suited to the Polar bears we saw
ondiffereIlt days, but not suited to us. For we could have no
fire' on the boat to warm us; only a few sticks now and then to'
b.oil our, kettle. Nor could we' have 'even a cotton. tent :every
llight: I was very glad indeed to land my charges at Churchill
in good.' health and spirits, after such a' rough experience for
their first outset in missionary life.
Of course' in my seven'
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days' walk in January we had no tent, but slept in the open
air, the thermometer registering sixty degrees of frost.
I
had ratber pictured to myself a blazing fire all night and my feet
and back roasting, while the rest of me froze. That was the state
of things while we supped and sat over the fire. But when we
rolled ourselves in our blankets, and covered up h'!ad and all so as
not to' lose nose or ears, the fire for safety sake was allowed to go
out; and bitter must have been the man's work in turning out and
starting it in the morning, for I found it bitter even when the fire
had begun to burn up, No, I do not admire such a life; it is
l'omantic at first, and there is a certain sort of pleasure in the
novelty of the thing. Vve had tremendous appetites, and managed
to keep up an air of jollity, and I am glad to have had the experience. But it is more or less physical misery most of the time.
Twenty-five to thirty-five miles a day on snowshoes, at a brisk
walk when you are not running, tends to snowshoe cramp, sorely
blistered feet, and general fatigue when you reach camp. Meals,
when knives and forks at 40 deg. below zero freeze your fingers
and almost skin your lips, and getting your frozen food out of
,your bag is painful to the fingers, and your cooked and scorched
meat freezes on your plate before you have finished-such meals
are _not luxurious. Scorching your face and eyes over a fire, and
blinding yourself with smoke while your back is freezing, is not
comfort; and alternate spells of shivering and shaking and of
shot·t naps are not sleep. I hope to reach Moose Factory by the
middle of September, taking with me wife and children. I shall then
have been almost constantly on the travel for nearly four months,
excepting for two or three weeks which I hope to spend in Winnipeg
and Montreal, &c., and shall have been away from my head-quarters
for fifteen and a half months, travelling about nearly eight -months
of that time. But I am thankful to &'l.y that I have never suffered
a serious accident or delay, that my health is uniformly good, and
that in fact I seem to thrive on such a life; and that I have been
much cheered and encolll'aged by what I have seen of the results
of the diligent labours of the self-denying missionaries, under God's
blessing."
IN southern lands they have discomforts of other kinds; for example,
the C.M.S. party now penetrating to Kano, the capital of Hausaland, under BISHOP TUG WELL, have sent home some singular notes of
their experiences. "One night," writes Dr. MILLER, "we' dare not
bathe. The water was so filthy that it seemed too bad to clean it
with our bodies. It made excellent co.tlee, however." Again he writes:
'!'Two of us, as soon as we ar.rive at a village, sit down with jugs
a'lld Berkefield filters, and with huge labour proceed to get a little
water fit to drinK. One small jug passed through the filter in this
way usually necessitates taking out the inside. and cleaning, for it.
gets clogged with dirt." Water becomes priceless at. this rate, and
he. who spills _any on the floor is soon called to an account f9r it.
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AN interesting discovery has just been made III the C.lII.S.
Library-no less than that of a Bible given to HENRY MAR'l'YN by
CHARLES SIlIEON when the young chaplain was leaving for India.
A series of inscriptions shows that the Bible snbsequently passed
through a variety of famous hands, including BISHOP CORRIE and
the first BISHOP of GRAHA.USTOWN, until it was deposited with the
Church Missionary Society, "with the prayer that there may
never be wanting to the C.M:.S. a succession of men animated by
HENRY MARTYN'S spirit."
Two most interesting manuscript yolumes haye also been brought
to the Committee of the London :y[issionary Society. The first is a
journal in the handwriting of the celebrated missionary of the Pacific
Islands, the Rev. JOHN WILLIAllS, entitled, the" Journal of a Voyage
undertaken chiefly for the purpose of introducing Christianity among
the Feejees and Haamoas (Fijians and Samoans), by Messrs. '1VILLIAlIS
and BARFF, 1830." The second manuscript volume is a sea captain's
private journal, beginning in the year 1838, and ending in March 10th,
1842; and it gives, amongst many other interesting particulars, a
most affecting account of the tragic end of the good missionary and of
his colleague HARRIS, on the island of El'l'omanga, an island which was
then the abode of the vilest savages, but is now a marvellous instance
of the happy effects of the Gospel.
DR. HARPUR has returned to Omdurman from a tour a hundred
miles up the Blue Nile to Sennaar. He has written a most interesting
journal, which concludes with the following striking sentence :-" After
what we have seen of the earnest efforts of our British officers to
administer jnstice and relieve the sufferings of the people committed t(}
their care, we cannot but feel that a brighter day is dawning on the
Soudan, and that, however indirectly, the influence of Christianity is
already being brought to bear upon its people."
WE mentioned last month the sudden death from cholera of the
Rev. S'l'EWART THOMPSON, missionary amongst tbe poor famine-stricken
people in Rajputana. Details of his death have been received,
showing that he was seized with the disease on }Iay 19th, as he was
journeying from one station to another, and when no European was
near him. He sent off runners asking for medical help, and caused
himself to be carried forward on a native charpcti or bedstead. His
own servant, BHAGWANA, and other faithful Bhils remained with him.
At noon that day he was too weak to be carried farther. The cha1'paiJ
was deposited under a tree in the jungle, and there, too weak to leave
any parting messages, the heroic spirit quietly passed away. Thebearers took up the body and carried it onward. The Rev. A. OUTRAM,
Mr.THOlIPSON'S younger fellow-missionary, came up with the mournfuL
procession at midnight. Just as the dawn was breaking they buried
the body at Kanbai, on a hillside overlooking one of Mr. THOMPSOX'S
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relief centres. Almost immediately after the receipt of the news of
his death, several spontaneous offers were made to the Society from its
missionaries to take Mr. THO;\IPSON'S place, in spite of t.he extremely
trying and difficult work connected with it, as long as the famine
continues, and the imminent dangers which it must entail. The
Society at once thankfully accepted two <if the offers, namely, that of
the Rev. E. P. HERBERT, of the Gond Mission, and Mr. J. C. HARRISON,
of Lucknow ; and it was arranged for the Rev. HARRY WALLER, VicePrincipal of the Society's Divinity School at Allahabad (son of the
Rev. Dr. WALLER, late Principal of St. J ohn'~ Hall, Highbury),
temporarily to fill up Mr. HERBER'r'S place in the Gond Mission, until a
permanent successor is appointed.
THE accounts of the Indian famine still continue to be fearful,
and they urgently appeal to renewed and special sympathy and help
from people at home. The total number of persons in actual receipt
of relief has risen to upwards of six millions! and we are 'Yarned
that there can be no improvement, and no reduction in the numbers
needing relief, until the rainfall is heavier and more general. The
mortality is said to be appalling.

THE Annual Meeting on behalf of Dr. BAR~ARDO'S Homes, or
"Folmder's Day," as it is called, has just been held under the pre~
sidency of LORD BRASSEY, and it proved to be a great succeS8. LORD
BRASSEY said that it was a great pleasure to him, after his long
absence in Australia, to resume his post as President of the Homes;
and after mentioning some of the wonderful results which had been
accomplished by them since they were first established thirty-five
years ago, he stated that if he were to single out for especial commendation any branch of Dr. RUlX.-\RDO'S work, he should point,
on the one hand, to the tender care and pity bestowed on the
incurable, and, on the other hand, to the effective philanthropy which
had enabled Dr. BARNARDO to send out, as successful emigrants,
hitherto chiefly to Canada, no less than ten thousand six hundred
and nine boys and girls. CAKON FLE~UKG, who also spoke upon the
occasion, said that the longer he knew Dr. BARNARDO'S work the
better he loved it, and the more he admired it. We regret, however,
to notice that there has lately been a serious falling· off in contributions, this year's receipts being, so far, £9,850 less than the
receipts during the first half of last year. We hope that this
deficiency will, ere long, be made up.
D. A. D.

VVORDY sermons are often longer than weighty ones.
IN their intercourse with each other God's people often talk more
of the external doinQ's of the Lord's servants than of the internal
doings of the Master.~ E ow true, "We are of the earth earthy.~'
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIJ;;TY.

ON Friday, July 6th, the twenty.ninth anniversary of the Hornsey
Rise Asylum was held. The day was fine, and a large company of
friends assembled, enjoying during the intervals of the proceedings, the
beautiful grounds. The inmates gave a hearty welcome to all wh(}
visited their rooms, and many a younger pilgrim was encouraged by
narratives of the Lord's faithfulness frolll those who had borne the
burden and heat of the day. Many of the rooms were bright with
flowers, and mementos of the past were on the tables and walls, each
with its own little history, and calling up reminiscences of dear
servants of God, now at rest, ,yho proclaimed the truths which
are the meat and drink of those ,yho ,mit in this peaceable
habitation.
In the afternoon an excellent sermon was preached in the Asylum
Chapel, by the Rev. J. W. MERRYWEATHER, M.A., Vicar of St. Philip's,
Sheffield, from the words, "Now also when I am old and greyheaded, 0 God, foresake me not; until I have showed Thy strength
unto this generation, and Thy power to everyone that is to come"
(Psalm lxxi. 18). In the evening the Rev. C. HEMINGTON, of Devizes,
preached to a large congregation in the Asylum Hall, on "Strangers
and pilgrims" (Heb. xi. 13), a discourse which was most solemn and
profitable. Tea was provided between the services, and during the
day the lady visitors kindly conducted their Salc of "Vork on behalf
of the Benevolent Fund for aidinQ: the sick and infirm inmates. The
collections were for the ~fainte~ance Fund of the _~sylum. .~mong
those present were the Revs. W. SIXDEX, J. K. POPH.ur, and R. E.
SEARS, and Messrs. SHARP, HAYLEY, BOULDEK, HODGES, and ABBOTT.
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Midsummer Volumes of Hand and Heart, Home W01'ds, and Day of
Days. London: Home Words Publishing Office. Price Gd. each.
WE have pleasure in heartily commending these attractive 'olumes.
They form excellent, interesting, and profitable reading for summer
holidays.
To a true believer things above reason are not out of season.
OH for grace, when walking upon the confines of the eternal shore,
to have done with this world and all its dying concerns! Oh for grace
to see, like the Patriarch, the evil day of our pilgrimage, and like him
to be waiting for dismission from all the objects around-that the hoary
saint may gather ,up his feet into the,bed, and from long acquaintance
with 'a Covenant God in Christ (as he had), the dying triumph may be,
"I have: 'waited for. Thy salvation, 0 Lord! "--Dr. Hawker.

